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Doc.  1. 
MILITARY  MEASURES  OF  CONGRESS. 

Na  1.    EHFLOYWan  OF  TOLlTMnEBBL 

IiT  pursaanoe  of  the  Proclamaiion  of  the  Presi- 
dent, of  the  fifteenth  of  April,  1861,  the  Thirty- 
serenth  Congress  assembled  cm  the  fourth  of 
July.  On  the  sixth,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachu- 
fi«tts,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiaira,  agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  first  day 
cf  the  session,  introduced  into  the  Senate  the 
following  bills  and  joint  resolution : 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  employment  of  rol- 
anteers  to  aid  in  enforcing  the  laws  and  protect- 
ing public  property ; 

A  bill  to  increase  the  present  military  establish- 
aeiit  of  the  United  States ; 

A  bill  providing  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  military  establishment ; 

A  bill  for  the  organization  of  a  volunteer  mili- 
^  force,  to  be  called  the  National  Guard  of  the 
United  States ;  and 

A  joint  resolution  to  ratify  and  confirm  certain 
icts  of  the  President  for  the  suppression  of  in- 
sorrection  and  rebellion. 

These  bills  and  this  joint  resolution  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs,  con- 
Bisting  of  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr. 
King  of  New-Tork,  Mr.  Baker,  of  Oregon,  Mr. 
Une,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  Mr.  Rice, 
of  Minnesota,  and  Mr.  Latham,  of  California 
Mr.  Wilson  also  introduced  a  bill  to  promote  the 
efficiency  of  the  array,  which  was  referred,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  to  a  special 
committee  of  nine,  consisting  of  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Haic,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  PoweU,  Mr.  Cowan,  Mr. 
King,  Mr.  Kennedy,  and  Mr.  Howe. 

On  the  eighth  of  July,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs^  reported  back  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  employment  of  volunteers, 
witli  amendments.  The  original  bill  proposed 
that  the  President  be  authorized  to  accept  the 
serviced  of  volunteers  in  such  numbers  as  he 
mi^ut  deem  necessary,  and  that  the  sum  of  four 
b>mdred  millions  of  dollars  be  appropriated  to 
cury  the  act  into  efiect ;  that  each  regioKut  of 
infantry  should  have  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant- 
colonel,  one  xa^r,  one  adjutant,  one  paymaster, 
tftt  qusrtermaster,  one  surgeon,  and  one  assist- 
int  surgeon,  one  sergeant-major,  one  regimental 
VMriermaster  Mrgeant|  one  regimental  oommia* 


sary  sergeant,  one  hospital  steward,  two  princi- 
pal musicians,  and  twenty-four  musicians  for  a 
band ;  and  should  be  composed  of  ten  companies, 
each  company  to  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first 
lieutenant^  one  second  lieutenant,  one  first  ser- 
geant^  four  sergeants,  eight  corporals,  two  musi- 
cians, one  wagoner,  and  from  sixty-four  to  eighty- 
two  privates;  that  these  forces  should  be  organ- 
ized into  divisions  of  three  or  more  brigades  each ; 
and  each  division  should  have  a  major-general, 
each  brigade  should  be  composed  of  four  or  more 
regiments,  and  should  have  one  brigadier-general ; 
that  the  President  should  be  authorized  to  ap- 
point, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  for  the  command  of  the  forces  provided 
for,  a  number  of  major-generals,  not  exceeding 
six,  and  a  number  of  brigadier-generals,  not  ex- 
ceeding eighteen ;  that  the  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  and  privates  should,  in  all  re- 
spects, be  placed  on  the  footing,  as  to  pay  and 
allowances,  of  shnilar  corps  of  the  r^ular  army, 
and  their  allowances  for  clothing  be  three  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  month ; 

That  volunteers  who  might  be  wounded  or 
otherwise  disabled  in  the  service,  should  be  en- 
titled to  the  benefits  which  might  have  been  or 
might  be  conferred  on  persons  disabled  in  the 
regular  service ;  and  the  legal  heirs  of  such  as 
died  or  might  be  killed  in  service,  in  addition  to 
all  arrears  of  pay  and  allowances,  should  receive 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars ; 

That  there  should  De  allowed  to  each  regiment, 
one  chaplain,  who  must  be  a  regular  ordained 
minister  of  a  Christian  denomination,  and  who 
should  receive  the  pay  and  allowances  of  a  cap- 
tain of  cavalry ;  • 

That  the  general  commanding  a  separate  de- 
partment, or  a  detached  army,  be  authorized  to 
appoint  a  military  board  or  commission  of  not 
less  than  three  nor  more  than  five  officers,  whose 
duty  it  should  be  to  examine  the  capacity,  quali- 
fications, propriety  of  conduct,  and  efficiency  of 
any  commissioned  officer  of  volunteers  within 
his  department  or  army ; 

That  whenever  a  regiment  of  volunteers  should 
be  mustered  into  the  service,  the  colonel,  lieuten- 
ant-colonel, muor,  adjutant)  and  quartermaster 
thereof,  should  each  have  the  privilege  of  frank- 
ing any  letter  from  an^  person  belonging,  in  any 
capacity,  to  such  r^ment,  not  weighing  oyer 
two  oonoM. 
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On  the  tenth,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration, of  the  bill  and  the  proposed  amend- 
ments. The  first  amendment,  authorizing  the 
President  to  call  out  five  hundred  thousand  men, 
and  appropriating  five  hundred  millions  of 
dollars,  was  agreed  to ;  but,  *on  motion  of  Mr. 
Sherman,  of  Ohio,  the  appropriation  was  stricken 
out  On  motion  of  Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota, 
the  ninth  section  was  so  amended  as  to  give 
chaplains  the  compensation  of  army  chaplains 
instead  of  captains  of  cavalry.  Mr.  Rice  then 
moved  to  strike  out  the  eleventh  section,  al- 
lowing officers  of  volunteers  to  ^nk  soldiers* 
letters.  He  avowed  his  willingness  to  vote  an 
allowance  of  money  to  each  regiment  to  defray 
postage  expenses,  but  he  believed  the  authority 
to  frank  soldiers'  letters  would  lead  to  great 
abuses.  Mr.  Wilson  opposed  the  amendment 
He  had  franked  thousands  of  soldiers'  letters, 
and  had  done  so  fireely.  Mr.  Gollamer,  of  Ver- 
mont, did  not  think  it  would  add  to  the  expenses 
of  the  Post-Offlce  Department,  and  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  amendment  Mr.  Rice  withdrew 
his  motion  to  amend. 

Mr.  Nesmith,  of  Oregon,  said  he  knew  men 
to-day  sweating  under  the  epaulets  of  brigadiers 
and  major-generals  who  could  not  pass  a  board 
of  any  intelligent  army  officers  in  the  world,  if 
they  were  applicants  for  the  position  of  first 
lieutenant,  and  he  moved  to  amend  the  fourth 
section  by  adding : 

That  the  President  might  select  the  major-gen- 
erals and  brigadier-generals  provided  for  in  the 
act,  from  the  line  or  staff  of  the  regular  army ; 
and  the  officers  so  selected,  should  be  permitted 
to  retain  their  rank  therein. 

Mr.  Wilson  said  the  proposition  was  in  har- 
mony with  the  policy  he  had  advocated.  "  There 
are,"  he  said,  "  several  officers  in  the  army,  of 
great  distinction,  who  would  make  excellent  ma- 
jor and  brigadier-generals.  I  think,  and  have 
thought,  that  those  men  ought  to  be  selected  in 
preference  to  civilians,  however  eminent  they 
may  be  in  talent  or  character.  I  shall,  therefore, 
vote  for  this  amendment ;  and  I  think  that  if  it 
be  sustained,  it  will  enable  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  appoint  some  major  and  bri- 
gadier-generals from  officers  in  the  Regular  army, 
reserving  to  them  the  places  they  now  hold  in 
the  army  at  the  end  of  the  contest,  and  that  the 
country  will  be  benefited  by  such  a  selection." 
Mr.  Nesmith^s  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  provision  giving  the  franking  privilege,  and 
insert  an   amendment  abolishing  the  franking 

Srivilege  altogether ;  but  the  motion  was  lost, 
[r.  Saulsbury,  of  Delaware,  moved  to  strike 
out  of  the  first  section  ^*  five  hundred  thousand 
men,"  and  insert "  two  hundred  thousand  men." 
**  He  was,"  he  declared,  "  fearful  the  Union  would 
not  be  preserved  by  the  mode  contemplated  in 
this  bill,  and  suggested  in  the  message  of  the 
President"  He  would  vote  men  enough  to  pro- 
tect the  Capitol,  and  defend  the  States  from  in* 
vasion,  and  he  believed  the  force  he  proposed 
sufficient  for  that  purpose.    Mr«  Foster,  of  Con- 


necticut, thought  **  two  hundred  thousand  men 
too  many  to  make  peace,  and  too  few  to  make 
war."  The  amendment  was  defeated  —  yeas, 
five;  nays,  thirty-two.  The  bill  passed  the 
Senate. 

On  the  eleventh,  a  message  was  sent  to  the 
House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  requesting  the 
return  of  the  bill     The  House  having  returned 
it,  the  Senate,  on  the  twelfth,  reconsidered  the 
vote  on  its  passage.    Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to 
strike  out  the  first  section,  and  insert :  **  That 
the  President  be  authorized  to  accept  the  serv- 
ices of  volunteers,  in  such  numbers,  not  exceed- 
ing five  hundred  thousand,  as  he  may  deem 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  invasion, 
suppressing  insurrection,  enforcing  the  laws,  ai^ 
preserving  and  protecting  the  public  property. 
The  volunteers  mustered  into  the  service  under 
this  act,  shall  serve  ibr  the  term  of  three  years, 
unless  sooner  discharged  by  the  President ;  but 
nothing  in  this  section  shall  affect  enlistmeata 
for  a  shorter  period  of  volunteers  already  mus- 
tered into  the  service.     Before  receiving   into 
service  any  number  of  volunteers  exceeding  those 
now  called  for  and  accepted,  the  President  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  issue  his  proclamation  stating 
the  number  desired,  either  as  cavalry,  infantry, 
or  artillery,  and  the  States  from  which  they  are 
to  be  furnished,  having  reference  in  any  such  re- 
quisition to  the  number  then  in  service  from  the 
several  States,  and  equalizing,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable,  the  number  furnished  by  the    several 
States  according  to   the    Federal   population." 
And  this  amendment  was  agreed  to.     Mr.  Wil- 
son then  moved  to  amend  the  fourth  section  by 
adding  that  "  the  Governors  of  the  States  fur- 
nishing volunteers  under  this  act  shall  commission 
the  field,  staff,  and  company  officers  requisite 
for  the  said  volunteers ;  but  in  cases  where  the 
said  authorities  refuse  or  omit  to  furnish  volun- 
teers at  the  call  or  on  the  proclamation  of  the 
President,  and  volunteers  from  such  States  of- 
fer their  services  under  such  call  or  proclamation, 
the  President  shall  ha^e  power  to  accept  such 
services,  and  to  commission  the  proper  field, 
staff,  and  company  officers ;"  and  it  was  agreed 
to.    Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  chaplains  were  to  receive  the  same 
compensation  as  chaplains  in  the  army,  instead 
of  the  compensation  of  captains  of  cavalry.     la 
support  of  the  motion,  Mr.  Wilson  maintained 
that  the  faith  of  the  nation  was  plighted  to  chap- 
lains who  came  out  with  the  regiments  mustered 
into  service.     Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Ten 
Eyck,  and  Mr.  Browning  supported  the  motion, 
and  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Howe 
opposed  it ;  but  the  amendment  was  reconsider- 
ed— ayes,  twenty-five;   noes,  eleven,  and  then 
rejected.     The  bill  was  then  passed — ^yeas,  thir- 
ty-five ;  nays,  four.     Breckenridge  and  Powell, 
of  Kentucky,  and  Johnson  and  Polk,  of  Missouri, 
votiifg  against  it 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Mr.  Blair, 
of  Missouri,  on  the  eleventh  of  July,  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  a  bill  to 
authorize  Uie  employment  of  volunteers,  it  be- 
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ing,  with  some  slight  modifications,  the  bill  in- 
trodaced  into  the  Senate  on  the  sixth  bj  Mr.  Wil- 
Eon.  On  the  thirteenth,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  its  con- 
sideration, Mr.  Dawes,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the 
chair.  Mr.  Allen,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out 
•* three  years*'  and  insert  "one  year,"  as  the 
term  of  service  of  the  volunteers.  He  thought 
tbat,  '*  if,  at  the  end  of  one  year,  the  triumph  of 
the  Government  over  the  rebellion  was  a  doubt- 
ful question,  some  change  of  policy  might  be  re- 
quired of  the  Goyernment."  The  amendment 
wa<:  opposed  by  Mr.  Blair,  and  rejected.  Mr. 
Blair  moved  to  strike  out  five  hundred  million 
dollars,  as  specific  appropriations  for  the  'sup- 
port of  the  army  had  already  passed  the  House. 
Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  desired  to  know  why  it  was 
proposed  to  increase  the  appropriation  from  four 
hundred  million  dollars,  recommended  by  the 
President,  to  five  hundred  million  dollars.  Mr. 
Blair  replied  that  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Com- 
mittee **  to  strengthen  the  Government  in  put- 
ting down  this  unrighteous  rebellion."  Mr.  Bur- 
nett, of  Kentucky,  desired  to  know  if  the  sums 
appropriated  were  necessary  to  maintain  the 
army  proposed  to  be  raised  for  a  year.  Mr.  Blair 
believed  it  would  not.  Mr.  McClemand,  of 
Illinois  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  reducing  the 
mm  one  hundred  million  dollars.  Mr.  McEnight, 
of  Pennsylvania,  desired  to  modify  the  amend- 
ment so  as  to  reduce  the  number  of  men  from 
''five  hundred  thousand"  to  *^four  hundred 
thousand.**  Mr.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio,  opposed  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  McKnight  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  McClernand.  Mr. 
Diven,  of  New-Tork,  declared  his  readiness  to 
vote  a  million  of  men  if  half  a  million  were  not 
sufficient  Mr.  McClemand  was  willing  to  give 
the  amount  of  men  and  money  required  by  the 
Executive  responsible  for  the  use  of  men  And 
money.  Mr.  Moorhead,  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
opposed  to  the  proposition ;  he  was  for  five  hun- 
dred thousand  men,  five  hundred  millions  dol- 
Ur<v.  Mr.  Harding,  of  Kentucky,  declared  that 
Kentucky  would  give  men  and  money  to  defend 
the  Constitution,  but  he  would  **  not  vote  one 
dollar  for  subjugation.**  Mr.  Hickman  of  Penn- 
sylvania, said  there  could  be  '^  no  loyalty  with- 
out submission,  and  these  men  were  to  be  taught 
by  a  strong  hand  that  they  are  to  pay  the  same 
r%ard  to  &e  Constitution  and  the  laws  as  com- 
moner people  are  forced  to  render  to  them. 
These  men  believe  that  they  have  a  right  to  de- 
clare themselves  out  of  the  pale  of  legitimate 
government  whenever  it  shall  suit  their  interests 
to  do  so,  or  whenever  it  shall  be  in  accordance 
with  the  lead  of  their  passions  to  do  so.  We, 
the  people  of  the  North,  of  the  loyal  States,  and 
all  who  act  with  the  North,  intend  to  educate 
these  men  in  a  difierent  doctrine ;  and  if  we 
shall  eventually  be  forced  to  bring  them  into 
subjection — ^abject  subjection  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States — ^it  will  be  their  fault  and 
not  ours.**  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Pennsylvania,  would 
give  the  Executive  all  the  power — even  a  super- 
abundant power— in  this  great  crisis  of  the  na- 


tion*s  fate.  '*  He  would  darken  the  ocean  with 
our  fleets,  and  cover  the  land  with  our  armies.** 
Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  would  vote  for  Mr.  McCler* 
nand*8  amendment ;  he  would  vote  what  was  re* 
quired  "  to  enable  the  Executive  to  sustain  the 
Government — not  to  subjugate  the  South.**  Mr. 
Bumott,  of  Kentucky,  declared  the  ol^ect  of  the 
war  to  be  the  subjugation  of  the  Southern  States. 
Kentucky  had  refused  to  give  men  when  called 
for,  to  protect  the  Capitol,  and  the  Legislature 
had  nearly  unanimously  indorsed  the  action  of 
the  Governor.  Mr.  McKnighfs  motion  to'amend 
Mr.  McClemand*s  amendment  was  rejected ;  and 
Mr.  McClernand*s  amendment  was  lost^--only 
forty-seven  voting  for  it  The  clause  appropriat- 
ing five  hundred  millions,  dollars  was  stricken  out 
of  the  bill.  Mr.  Vallandigham,  of  Ohio,  moved 
to  add  a  proviso :  **  That  before  the  President 
shall  have  the  right  to  call  out  any  more  volun- 
teers than  are  already  in  the  service,  he  shall  ap- 
point seven  commissioners,  whose  mission  shall 
be  to  accompany  the  army  on  its  march,  to  re- 
ceive and  consider  such  propositions,  if  any,  as 
may  at  any  time  be  submitted  from  the  Execu* 
tive  of  the  so-called  confederate  States,  or  of  any 
one  of  them,  looking  to  a  suspension  of  hostili- 
ties and  the  return  of  said  States,  or  any  one 
of  them,  to  the  Union,  and  to  obedience  to  the 
Federal  Constitution  and  authority."  He  de- 
clared that  he  offered  the  proposition  in  good 
faith ;  he  would  **  suspend  hostilities  for  present 
n^otiation  to  try  the  tjemper  of  the  South.** 
Mr.  Wright,  of  Pennsylvania,  emphatically  de* 
dared  that  the  proposition  held  ^*  out  to  rebel- 
lious men  a  reward  for  their  treason. **  Mr.  H utch- 
ins,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the  proposition  so 
that  those  commissioners  should  ^*  see  that  the 
war  is  vigorously  prosecuted  to  the  effectual 
putting  down  of  this  rebellion.**  Mr.  Vallandig- 
ham declared  he  had  moved  his  amendment  ^*  to 
be  read  hereafter,  and  to  be  read  and  pondered 
by  the  people.**  Mr.  Hutchins*s  amendment  was 
lost ;  forty-four  members  only  voting  for  it,  and 
Mr.  Vallandigham* s  amendment  was  then  re- 
jected, only  twenty-one  members  voting  for  it 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Curtis,  of  Iowa,  the  bill  was 
so  amended  as  to  give  the  President  authority 
to  raise  troops  and  appoint  officers  for  them 
whenever  the  State  authorities  should  neglect  or 
refuse  to  do  so.  Mr.  Diven,  of  New- York, 
moved  to  amend  the  fourth  section  so  as  to  re- 
quire the  major-generals  to  be  selected  from 
persons  educated  at  West-Point,  or  from  persons 
who  have  served  in  the  regular  army  not  less 
than  five  years.  Mr.  Shillabarger,  of  Ohio,  moved 
to  add,  *^  or  who  shall  have,  by  actual  service  in 
war,  shown  efficiency  and  capacity  for  such  com- 
mand.** The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  then  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Diven 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  McClernand  moved  that  the  comnmnder 
of  a  brigade  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  Ro- 
man Catholic  chaplain  for  his  brig^e  when  no 
regiment  in  the  brigade  shall  have  such  chaplain, 
but  the  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Vallan 
digham  proposed  to  strike  out  **  Christian  do 
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nomination,"  and  insert  ^*  religioos  society,"  but 
the  amendment  was  lost 

Mr.  Colfax,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  eleventh  section  giving  colonels,  lieutenant- 
colonels,  majors,  adjutants,  and  quartermasters 
of  volunteer  regiments  authority  to  frank  sol- 
diers' letters,  and  insert:  **That  all  letters 
written  by  the  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  may  be  transmitted  through  the 
mails  without  the  prepayment  of  postage,  under 
such  regulations  as  the  Post-Offioe  Department 
may  prescribe;  the  postage  thereon  to  be  paid 
by  the  recipient"  Mr,  Van  Wyck,  of  New- York, 
moved  as  a  substitute :  '*  That  the  colonel  of  eve- 
ry r^ment  now  or  hereafter  to  be  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  shall  appoint  the  chaplain 
of  his  regiment,  and  in  case  there  be  no  chaplain, 
then  any  person  he  may  deem  competent,  to  act 
as  postmaster  for  the  regiment,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be,  without  receiving,  or  being  entitled  to 
any  compensation  therefor,  to  frank  with  his 
name  all  letters  and  papers  •not  weighing  over 
one  ounce  for  all  officers,  musicians,  or  privates 
in  said  service.  All  letters  and  papers  so  franked 
shall  be  carried  free  of  postage :  That  any  letter 
or  paper  directed  to  any  officer,  musician,  or 
private  in  said  service,  addressed  to  the  regiment 
to  which  such  person  belongs,  shall  be  carried 
free  of  postage  in  all  mails  or  boxes  put  up  to 
receive  letters  and  papers  to  be  carried  to  the 
postroffices  or  mails  of  the  United  States :  That 
all  letters  and  papers  directed  to  any  officer,  mu- 
sician, marine,  or  sailor,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  directed  to  the  station  or  ship 
where  he  may  be  serving,  shall  be  carried  f^e  of 
postage  in  all  the  mails  and  boxes  put  up  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  letters  and  papers  to  be 
carried  to  the  post-offices  and  mails  of  the 
United  States :  That  the  appointment  referred  to 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act  shall,  by  said  post- 
master, be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Postmaster- 
Qenerai.  * 

Mr.  Van  Wyck's  amendment  was  rejected,  and 
then  Mr.  Colfax's  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Burnett  offered  as  a  proviso  to  be  added 
to  the  end  of  the  bill :  **  That  the  military  force 
hereby  provided  for  in  this  act,  shall  not  be  em- 
ployed in  subjugating  and  holding  as  a  conquer- 
ed province  any  sovereign  State  now  or  lately 
one  of  the  United  States. ' 

The  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Burnett 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill;  but  they  were  not  ordered,  and  the  bill 
passed  without  a  division. 

On  the  sixteenth,  Mr.  Blair,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs  to  whom  the  House  had 
referred  the  Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  employ- 
ment of  volunteers,  reported  with  an  amendment 
as  a  substitute — ^the  amendment  being  substan- 
tially the  House  bill  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  seventeenth,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  disagreed  to  the 
amendment  of  the  House.  The  House  insisted 
on  its  amendment — asked  for  a  committee  of 
conference,  and  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri,  Mr.  Olin, 


of  New  Tork,  and  Mr.  Wright,  of  Pennsylvania, 
were  appointed  managers.  The  Senate  insisted 
on  its  disagreement,  and  appointed  Mr.  Wilson, 
of  Massachusetts,-  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  of  New  Jersey, 
and  Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota,  managers.  On  Che 
eighteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  n*om  the  Committee  of 
Conference,  reported  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives recede  from  its  amendment  to  ih.9 
bill,  except  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  sections, 
and  agree  to  the  bill  of  the  Senate  with  the 
following  amendments :  ^*  Strike  out  the  pre- 
amble, and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  as  follows: 
*  Whereas  certain  of  the  arsenals,  custom-houses, 
navy-yards,  and  other  property  of  the  United 
States  have  been  seized,  and  other  violations  of 
law  have  been  committed  and  are  threatened  by 
organized  bodies  of  men  in  several  of  the  States, 
and  a  conspiracy  has  been  entered  into  to  over- 
throw the  government  of  the  United  States: 
Therefore ;'  and  in  line  nine,  of  sectioo  one,  after 
the  word  *  property,'  strike  out  as  follows, 
*The  volunteers  mustered  into  service  under 
this  act  shall  serve  for  three  years,  unless  sooner 
discharged  by  the  President;  but  nothing  ia 
this  section  shall  affect  enlistments  for  a  shorter 
period  of  volunteers  already  mustered  into  ser- 
vice;' and  in  lieu  thereof  insert:  ^ Provided^ 
That  the  services  of  the  volunteers  shall  be  for 
such  time  as  the  President  may  direct,  not 
exceeding  three  years  nor  less  than  six  months, 
and  they  shall  be  disbanded  at  the  end  of  the 
war;  and  all  provisions  of  law  applicable  to 
three  years  volunteers  shall  apply  to  two  years 
volunteers,  and  to  all  volunteers  who  have  been 
or  may  be  accepted  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  for  a  period  not  less  than  six 
months,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  volun- 
teers were  specially  named.' " 

*^  That  the  Senate  recede  from  its  disagreement 
to  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  sections  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  agree  thereto." 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  report  of  the 
Conference  Committee  made  by  Mr.  Blair,  and 
the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Wilson  on  the  sixth 
July  passed  on  the  eighteenth,  and  was  approved 
by  the  President  on  the  twenty-second  of  July, 
1861. 

Na  n.— 2%0  BiU  to  increase  the  Military  JE^ 
tabliehment  of  the  United  States,    . 

m 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixth  of  July,  1861,  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  agreeably  to  notice 
given  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  introduced 
a  bill  to  increase  the  regular  army.  The  bill 
provided,  that  there  be  added  to  the  regular 
army  nine  regiments  of  infantry,  one  regiment  of 
cavalry,  and  one  regiment  of  artillery  ;  each  re- 
giment of  infiuitry  to  consist  of  not  less  than 
two,  nor  more  than  three  battalions ;  each  bat- 
talion to  consist  of  eight  companies,  each  com- 
pany to  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first  and  one 
second  lieutenant,,  one  first  sergeant,  four  ser* 
geantB,  eight  corporals,  two  musicians,  and  as 
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many  pri^tttes,  not  ezoeedtng  eighty-two,  as  the 
Pteffldent  may  direct.  The  regiment  of  cavalry 
to  consist  of  not  more  than  three  battalions,  of 
not  more  than  two  squadrons  eaoh,  and  each 
squadron  of  two  companies,  of  seventy- two  pri- 
vates each.  The  regiment  of  artillery  to  consist 
of  not  more  than  twelve  batteries ;  each  battery 
to  have  as  many  privates  as  the  President  might 
direct,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
twa 

That  tiie  field  and  staff  commissioned  officers 
sboald  be  to  eaoh  regiment  of  infantry,  one  col- 
ond,  one  Heutenant-colonel,  one  regimental  ad- 
jutant, one  regimental  quartermaster  and  com- 
missary, and  to  each  battalion  of  infantry,  one 
major,  one  battalion  adjutant,  one  battalion  quar- 
termaster and  commissary;  the  r^mental  and 
Ittttalion  adjutants,  and  quartermasters  and  com- 
missaries, to  be  taken  from  the  lieutenants  of  the 
regioients  and  battalions  respectively.  To  the 
reriment  of  cavalry,  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant- 
colonel,  one  regimental  adjutant,  one  regimental 
quartermaster  and  commissary,  and  to  each  bat- 
Ulion  of  cavalry,  one  major,  one  battalion  ad- 
jutant, one  battalion  quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary. To  the  r^ment  of  artillery,  one  colonel, 
one  lieutenant-colonel,  one  major  to  every  four 
batteries,  one  adjutant,  one  regimental  quarter- 
roaster  and  commissary,  to  be  taken  from  the 
lieutenants  of  the  regiment 

That  there  be  four  miy'or-generals,  with  three 
&td*«-de-camp  each,  to  be  taken  from  captains  or 
lieutenants  of  the  army,  and  six  brigadier-gen- 
erals, with  two  aids-de-camp  each,  to  be  tucen 
from  the  lieutenants  of  the  army. 

That  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  were  to  re-^ 
ceive  the  same  pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances, 
and  be  on  the  same  footing,  in  every  respect, 
with  tb<ffie  of  corresponding  grades  and  corps 
DOW  in  the  regular  service. 

That  the  Pi^dent  be  authorized  to  add  to  the 
regiments  of  dragoons,  mounted  riflemen,  caval- 
ry, artillery,  and  infantry  of  the  r^ular  army, 
as  many  officers  and  enlisted  men  as  might  make 
their  respective  organizations  the  same  as  those 
of  the  additional  r^ments,  and  that  the  com- 
miRsions  of  the  officers  of  the  old  regiments  who 
might  be  promoted  should  bear  equal  date  with 
those  of  officers  promoted  to  the  additional  re- 
giments^ 

That  the  term  of  enlistments  made  and  to  be 
made  in  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  and  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two  in  the 
regolar  army,  be  for  the  period  of  three  years, 
and  those  to  be  made  after  January  one,  eight- 
em  hundred  and  sixty-three,  to  be  for  the  term 
of  fire  years. 

On  the  ninth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Aflkirs,  reported  back  the  bill  with 
an  amendment,  striking  out  the  provision  giving 
authority  to  the  President  to,  add  to  the  old  re- 
giments as  many  officers  and  men  as  might  make 
their  organ izations  equal  to  the  additional  regi- 
ments authorized  by  the  act 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate,  on  the 
thirteenth,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 


bill,  and  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  was  adopted.  Mr.  King,  of  New- 
York,  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding,  that 
the  increase  of  the  force  authorized  by  the  act 
was  declared  to  be  for  service  during  the  insur- 
rection, and  six  months  after  organized  resist- 
ance should  exist,  the  military  establishment 
should  be  reduced  to  the  number,  grade,  rank, 
and  pay,  authorized  by  law,  on  the  first  dav  of 
May,  1861,  and  the  amendment  was  agreea  to. 
Mr.  King  then  proposed  to  amend,  by  adding, 
that  the  President  should  cause  r^men^s,  bat- 
talions, and  companies  to  be  disbanded,  and  offi- 
cers to  be  discharged,  so  as  to  reduce  the  army 
as  provided  for  in  the  amendment  Mr.  Harris^ 
of  New- York,  expressed  his  surprise  that  the 
Senate  should  strike  what  seemed  to  him  so  fatal 
a  blow  to  this  measure  of  the  administration. 
He  thought  officers  of  the  old  regiments  would 
not  take  commissions  in  the  new  regiments,  with 
the  understanding  that  they  were  to  be  dis- 
cbaiiged  at  the  end  of  the  war.  The  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Nesmith,  of  Or^on,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  amended  by  adding  that  no  person  should  be 
commissioned  as  major  or  brigadier-general  in 
the  regular  army  who  should  not  have  previously 
served  for  the  period  of  ten  years  in  the  regular 
or  volunteer  army  of  the  Unitdd  States ;  and  no 
person  should  be  commissioned  as  colonel,  lieu* 
tenant-colonel  or  major  in  the  regular  army,  who 
should  not  have  preriously  served  at  least  two 
years  in  the  regular  or  volunteer  army  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr«  Wilson  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Senate 
would  reject  this  amendment  Mr.  Nesmith 
said,  the  object  of  the  amendment  was  to  exclude 
persons  from  civil  life  who  have  never  had  any 
military  experience.  ^*Ten  years,"  he  said, 
*^  was  the  shortest  period  in  which  any  man  can 
acquire  the  information  necessary  to  qualify  him 
to  command  in  tiie  army  as  brigadier  or  miyor- 
generaL"  This  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr. 
Nesmith  then  moved,  that,  whenever  the  publio 
service  might  require  the  appointment  of /iny  cit- 
izen to  the  regular  army,  a  board  of  officers  should 
be  instituted,  before  which  the  applicant  should 
appear  for  examination  into  his  physical  ability, 
moral  character,  attainments,  and  general  fitness 
for  the  serrice.  Mr.  Nesmith  thought  that  mili- 
tary knowledge  was  not  attained  by  inspiration. 
Men  must  set  it  through  study,  experience,  and 
service  in  the  field  '*  The  regulations,"  he  said, 
"  contained  the  principle  of  the  amendment 
Every  thinz  has  to  be  examined  and  present 
some  qualifications  for  its  position  in  the  army,, 
except  the  general  officers  who  are  to  lead  the 
army."  Mr.  Wilson  said:  '^ There  were  to  be 
eight  hundred  and  filly  officers  in  these  rai- 
ments. It  was  arranged  that  one  half  of  the  of- 
ficers should  be  taken  from  the  old  regiments. 
Nine  of  the  eleven  colonels  had  been  taken  from 
the  army,  one  of  the  others  had  served  in  the 
field,  and  the  other  was  adjutant-general  of 
Ohio.  One  half  of  the  captains  and  list  lieute- 
nants were  to  be  taken  from  the  old  army,  and 
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the  second  lieatenants  were  to  be  promoted  firom 
the  ranks.  Thoasands  of  the  young  men  of  the 
country  from  law-^cbools  and  colleges  were  ap- 
plying for  commissions,  and  the  Goyernment 
could  select  young  men  of  talent  and  character. 
There  never  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  the 
country  when  men  of  talent,  men  of  culture, 
men  of  experience,  men  of  fortune,  men  who 
have  mastered  all  that  could  be  mastered  in  the 
colleges  and  institutions  of  learning  of  the  coun- 
try, are  seeking,  as  they  are  now  seeking,  ad- 
mission into  the  army.  Mr.  Nesmith  desired  to 
know  why  the  regulation  requiring  a  person 
horn  civil  life  to  be  examined  by  a  board  of  offi- 
cers had  not  been  complied  with.  Mr.  Wilson 
replied,  that  "  the  object  was  to  get  a  military 
force  into  the  field  as  speedily  as  possible,  and 
the  Government  was,  of  course,  compelled,  by 
the  exigencies  of  the  service,  by  the  condition  of 
the  country,  to  do  in  this  case,  what  it  was  com- 
pelled to  do  in  some  other  cases— disregard 
forms  and  regulations."  Mr.  Wilson  said,  that, 
in  lieu  of  the  regulations,  the  colonels  who  were 
mostly  army  officers,  had  been  directed  to  ex- 
amine the  cases  of  line  officers  when  they  report 
fbr  duty,  and  if  they  were  disqualified,  to  report 
them  to  the  department,  and  their  commissions 
would  be  withheld.  Mr.  Latham,  of  California, 
thought  a  degree  of  partiality  was  shown  in  the 
appointments  that  was  creating  discontent  in 
army.  Mr.  Wilson  was  aware  that  some  dissatis- 
faction had  been  created  by  departing  from  the 
rule  of  seniority  in  the  appointments.  The  de- 
sire had  been  to  take  officers  who  were  fitted  for 
responsible  positions  to  make  the  army  most  ef- 
fectiva  "  This  army  of  ours,^^  he  said,  ^^  is  para- 
lyzed toward  the  head.  Your  ablest  officers  are 
young  captains  and  lieutenants ;  and  if  I  wished 
to-day  to  organize  a  heavy  military  force,  such 
as  we  are  calling  into  the  field,  I  would  abolish 
the  army  as  the  first  act,  and  I  then  would  take 
officers  from  the  army,  and  place  them  where 
their  talents  fit  them  to  go,  without  reference  to 
the  rank  they  occupied  in  the  old  regiments. 
There  are  men  who  are  field-officers,  that  ought 
to  be  second  lieutenants ;  and  there  are  second 
lieutenants  who  would  make  generals.  That  is 
the  condition  of  our  army  to-day ;  and  the  nearer 
you  come  toward  the  head,  until  yon  reach  per- 
haps the  distinguished  commander  of  the  army, 
the  less  ability  you  have."  Mr.  Nesmith^s  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.   Nesmith  moved  to    strike    out    ^Hhree 
years,"  and  insert  "  five  years,"  for  enlistments  _ 
in  1861  and  1862.     He  moved  the  amendment, ! 
he  said,  to  secure  uniformity  in  enlistments.    He 
thought,  if  there  had  been  a  loyal  army,  these ' 
difficulties  would  never  have  occurred.      '^No 
man   here,"  he  declared,   *^will  live  to  see  a 
smaller  standing  army  than  the  army  we  have 
to-day,  with  the  increase  for  which  this  bill  pro- 
vides."  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  **  hoped  the  Senator 
from  Oregon  would  not  persist  in  his  amendment 
Men  prefer  a  three  years*  to  a  tive  years*  service. 
The  argument  in  favor  of  the  three  years*  enlist- 
ment is  this,  that  by  it  you  can  fill  op  the  regi- 


ments in  time  for  service  in  the  present  wt 
without  iti  you  cannot ;  if  it  is  insisted  up< 
the  army  cannot  be  enlisted.*'  The  amendm< 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  proposed  to  amend  I 
bill  by  adding:  ^*In  selecting  and  appointi 
officers  from  the  army  into  regiments  here 
created,  the  relative  rank  by  them  held  in  1 
army  shall  be  preserved.**  Mr.  Fessenden, 
Maine,  thought  this  amendment  would  not  eff 
the  object  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  said,  **  Con 
sion  would  ensue  in  the  new  regiments  by  I 
adoption  of  the  amendment,**  and  it  was  wi 
drawn.  Mr.  Doolittle  thought  some  provisi 
ought  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill  to  secure  offio 
going  into  the  new  regiments,  their  rights  as 
ficers  of  the  army.  Mr.  Wilson  said,  there  coi 
be  no  such  provision,  for,  when  officers  leave  t 
old  regiments  and  go  into  the  new,  their  plat 
are  immediately  supplied  by  new  nominatio 
He  agreed  with  Mr.  Nesmith  that  we  shoi 
never  live  to  see  the  army  brought  back  whert 
then  was.  He  was  willing  to  trust  the  Congn 
that  would  be  there  at  the  end  of  the  contc 
The  bill  with  the  amendments  was  then  rcpori 
to  the  Senate.  Mr.  Fessenden  moved  to  ame 
Mr.  Kine*8  amendment  providing  for  the  reil 
tion  of  the  army  six  months  after  the  rebel li 
should  cease,  by  inserting,  **  one  year,**  inst< 
of  *^  six  months.**  Mr.  King  expressed  bis  w 
ingness  to  accept  the  amendment  Mr.  McD* 
gall,  of  California,  was  opposed  to  the  amci 
ment  proposed  by  Mr.  King.  He  believed 
would  be  economy  to  increase  permanently 
army.  He  believed  it  desirable  for  the  mor 
of  the  force  to  be  added.  We  should  have  bet 
officers ;  men  who  propose  to  devote  themsel 
for  their  lives  to  the  profession  of  armn. 
Foster,  of  Connecticut,  was  opposed  to  ] 
King*s  amendment  *'  It  is  assuming  what 
have  not  the  foresight  to  determine.  Let 
morrow  take  care  of  itself.  Let  us  be  wise 
day,  and  not  attempt  to  be  wise  for  to-niorro 
for  to-morrow  may  bring,  exigencies,  and  m 
bring  exigencies,  about  which  i^e  know  noth 
to-day.*'  Mr.  Rice  believed,  **  as  a  measure 
economy,  the  army  should  be  increased.** 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  c 
siderationof  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Fessenden* s  ame 
ment  to  Mr.  King*s  amendment  was  agreed 
The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  King*s  amc 
ment  as  amended,  Mr.  Wilson  said,  he  was 
posed  to  the  amendment,  but  upon  its  be 
pressed  by  Mr.  King,  wishing  to  obtain  a  uni 
vote,  he  had  said  he  would  not  resist  it ; 
upon  further  reflection  he  must  change  the 
surance  then  given,  and  oppose  it  *'  Oongro 
he  declared,  **  would  be  as  wise  one  year  a 
we  have  put  down  the  rebellion  as  they  were 
day.**  Mr.  Harris,  of  New-York,  said  the  o 
sure  of  increasing  the  army  had  been  cntt 
upon  as  an  administration  measure.  The  ai 
tion  of  the  amendment  would  be  *^  virtui 
practically,  indirectly  to  defeat  this  measur 
the  administration,  for,  I  maintain,  that,  if 
amendment  be  adopted,  we  convert  these  i 


DOO0MXMTEL 


mcnts  into  Tolunteer  forces.*'   Mr.  Hale,  of  New- 
Hampshire,  had  always  been  '*  opposed  to  an  in- 
crease of  the  army  and  in  favor  of  the  diminu- 
tioo  of  it,*'  but  he  thought,  **  it  would  be  most 
imwtse  to  engraft  such  an  amendment  as  this  on 
the  bill  at  this  time."    Mr.  Grimes  did  not  be- 
lieve we  required  a  large  standing  army.    ^^  I  be- 
lieve,*' he  said,  ^*  with  my  ancestors,  that  stand- 
ing armies  are  hostile  in  their  tendency  and  ef- 
fect on  republican  governments  ;  that  they  are 
provocative  of  wars ;  and  I  am  not  willing  to 
say  to  the  people  of  my  section  of  the  country 
that  they  are  hereafter  to  support  a  larger  stand- 
ing army  than  that  which  is  now  authorized  by 
law.     It  is  not  for  us  to  dampen  the  ardor  of  the 
people  at  home  whom  we  represent,  by  telling 
them  that  hereafter,  if  they  support  this  war, 
and  support  the  administration,  they  are  to  have 
bstened  upon  them  a  large  standing  army  of 
forty-three  thousand  men."      Mr.  Wilson  said: 
**The  country  understands  its  own  interests,  and 
when  this  contest  is  closed,  the  public  burdens 
will  be  such,  the  taxation  will  be  such,  that  the 
people  will  seek  all  proper  ways  to  reduce  their 
expenditures ;  and  if  there  is  a  man  in  the  army 
more  than  they  want,  they  will  strike  that  man*s 
name  from  the  rolls.     Believing  that  the  people 
then  will  know  what  they  want,  what  their  own 
interests  require,  and  that  they  will  be  just  as 
competent  to  decide  this  question  as  we  are  to- 
day, I  choose  to  leave  the  question  with  them." 
Mr.  Howe,  of  Wisconsin,  moved  to  amend  Mr. 
King's  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  words, 
**  slufcll  be  reduced  to  the  number,  grade,  rank, 
and  pay  authorized  by  law  on  the  first  of  May, 
1861,"  and  insert,  *^  may  be  reduced  in  such  man- 
ner as  Congress  may  direct"  Mr.  Howe  believed 
the  country  required  an  addition  to  the  standing 
army  to  protect  the  additional  miles  of  frontier, 
the  new  TX>utes  of  communication,  and  the  rela- 
tions with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  borders. 
Mr.  Howe^s  amendment  to  Mr.  King's  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to.     The  question  recurring  on 
Mr.  Ring's  amendment  as  amended,  it  was  re- 
jected     Mr.  King  remarked  that  his  second 
amendment  was  only  a  part  of  the  first,  and 
with  the  failure  of  the  first,  it,  of  course,  falls, 
and  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  the 
jeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  increasing  the 
standing  army.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  a  recon- 
Mderationof  the  vote  rejecting  Mr.  King's  amend- 
Bkenta,  as  he  wanted  to  record  his  name  against 
the  permanent  increase  of  the  standing  army. 
Mr.  King  hoped  they  would  be  unanimously  re- 
considered, and  they  were  so  reconsidered.  The 
question  recurring  on  the  amendments  as  amend- 
ed, Mr.  Chimes  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered.  The  question,  being 
ttken  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted — ^yeas,  twenty- 
three  ;  nays,  eighteen.  Mr.  King  suggested  that 
the  second  amendment  ought  not  to  be  adopted, 
izmI  it  was  rejected.  The  bill  as  amended  was 
then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  flf- 
tMDth  df  July»  Mr.  Blstf  reported  from  the  Mili- 


tary Committee  a  bill  to  increase  the  efficiency 
of  the  volunteer  forces  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  sixteenth,  the  House,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  proceeded  to  its  consideration.    This 
bill  was  in  substance  the  Senate  bill  to  increase 
the  military  establishment,  introduced  on  the 
sixth  of  July,  by  Mr.  Wilson,  and  which  passed 
the  Senate  on  the  fifteenth.     It  converted  the 
eleven  regiments  into  a  volunteer  force.     It  pro- 
vided that  the  enlistments  for  these  regiments 
should  be  under  the  charge  of  the  officers  ap- 
pointed from  civil  life,  and  that  the  officers  ap- 
pointed from  the  army  should  be  detailed  for 
service  in  the  volunteer  regiments  in  the  field. 
Mr.  Blair  stated  that  the  Military  Committee  of 
the  House  unanimously  dissented  from  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Secretary  of  War;   they 
did  not  consider  that  there  was  any  occasion  to 
increase  the  military  establishment ;  but  as  some- 
thing had  been  done  to  organize  the  new  regi- 
ments, the  Committee  had  stripped  the  organiza- 
tion of  that  feature  which  alone  made  it  repugn 
nant  to  a  free  people— that  of  establishing  a 
large  standing  army.    Mr.  Burnett,  of  Kentucky, 
declared    that   *Hhe    President    has    exercised 
powers  that  would  have  deprived  any  despot  in 
Europe  of  his  crown,  if  he  had  dared  to  do  it" 
As  one  of  the  representatives  of  Kentucky,  he 
protested  against  that  State  being  called  upon  to 
furnish  one  man  or  one  dollar  of  money  to  carry 
on  the  war.     Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  declared 
that  Mr.  Burnett,  and  especially  Mr.  Vallandig- 
ham,  misapprehended  the  spirit  of  the  country. 
^*  There  never  was  a  day  or  hour  when  the  peo- 
ple intended  to  submit  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
Union.     Their  moderation  and  forbearance  be- 
came the  great  occasion ;  and  in  it  I  see  the  evi- 
dence of  an  unwavering  purpose,  the  anchor  of 
enduring  hope.     If  in  this  emergency  the  ad- 
ministration had  hesitated,  the  storm  of  indigna- 
tion, irresistible  as  the  sand-storm  on  the  Ly  bian 
desert,  would  have  swept  it  away.     If  question- 
able powers  have  been  assumed,  it  was  at  the 
demand  of  public  opinion.     The  overwhelming 
necessity,  the  safety  of  the  capital,  the  safety  of 
the  public  honor,  the  safety  of  the  Union,  and 
more  than  all,  the  safety  of  the  public  liberty, 
may  be  urged  at  least  in  extenuation.    For  it  is 
an  ancient  maxim,  older  than  the  Constitution, 
that  'the  safety  of  the  people  is  the  supreme 
law.' "    Several  slight  amendments  were  agreed 
to  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  then  passed 
without  a  decision.      On  the  eighteenth,   Mr. 
Blair,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  re- 
ported the  Senate  bill  to  increase  the  regular 
army,  witl^  an  amendment  as  a  substitute — ^the 
amendment  being  the  House  bill  converting  the 
regiments  from  regulars  into  volunteers.     The 
substitute  was  adopted. 

On  the  twenty-second,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House  amendment 
Mr.  Wilson  declared  that  the  amendment  effect- 
ually destroyed  the  measure,  and  if  it  was  sus- 
tained by  the  Senate,  the  bill  had  better  be  at 
QDce  abaiidoned.  Mr.  King  supported  the  House 
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amendmeDt  Hr.  McDougall  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  bill  as  it  passed  the  Senate,  deeming  it 
inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  conn  try,  but  he 
was  less  satisfied  with  the  amendment  of  the 
House.  The  Senate  refused  to  concur  in  the 
House  amendment 

The  House,  on  the  twenty-third,  insisted  on 
its  amendment,  asked  a  oonibrence,  and  appoint- 
ed Mr  Blair,  of  Missouri,  Mr.  Olin,  of  New-York, 
and  Mr.  MaUory,  of  Kentucky,  managers. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-fourth,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  insisted  on  its  dis- 
agreement, agreed  to  the  conference  asked  for  by 
the  House,  and  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Rice, 
and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  mani^ers.  In  the 
House,  on  the  twenty-fifth,  Mr.  Blair  made  the 
following  report:  ''The  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence on  the  bill  to  increase  the  present  military 
establishment,  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  their 
respective  Houses  as  follows : 

"That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede 
from  its  amendments  to  the  bill  of  the  Senate, 
except  section  eight,  and  agree  thereto  with  the 
following  amendments: 

"  Strike  out  as  follows,  *  in  such  manner  and  to 
such  extent  as  Congress  may  direct  ;*  and  insert, 
'to  a  number  not  exceeding  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  Con- 
gress.* 

^' And  also  ^Provided,  That  all  the  officers  of 
the  regular  army  who  have  been  or  may  be  at- 
tached or  assigned  to  duty  for  service  in  any 
other  regiment  or  corps,  shall  resume  their  posi- 
tions in  the  regular  army,  and  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  same  rank,  promotion,  and  emoluments,  as 
if  they  had  continued  to  serve  in  their  own  regi- 
ments or  corps.' 

''  That  the  Senate  recede  from  its  disagreement 
to  the  eighth  section  of  the  amendment  of  the 
House,  and  agree  thereto." 

Mr.  Blair  said  the  Conference  Committee  on 
the  part  of  the  House  felt  constrained  under  pre- 
sent circumstances  to  recede  from  the  amend- 
ments of  the* House,  and  to  allow  the  Senate  bill 
to  pass,  with  an  amendment,  however,  providing 
that  the  military  establishment  should  be  re- 
duced at  the  end  of  the  war  to  a  number  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-five  thousand  men ;  that  all  the 
officers  of  the  regular  arm^^  who  had  been  or 
might  be  attached  or  assigned  to  duty  for  serv- 
ice in  any  other  regiment  or  corps,  should  resume 
their  positions  in  the  regular  army,  and  should 
be  entitled  to  the  same  rank,  promotion,  and 
emoluments,  as  if  they  had  continued  to  serve 
in  their  own  regiments  or  corps ;  and  that  the  re- 
cruiting of  these  eleven  new  regiments  should 
be  placed  in  charge  of  officers  appointed  for  the 
new  regiments  from  civil  life ;  and  that,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  officers  of  the  regular  army 
should  not  be  employed  in  recruiting,  but  should 
be  employed  actively  in  the  field.  Mr.  Yallan- 
digham  inquired  if  he  was  to  understand  that 
the  report  of  the  Conference  Committee  proposes 
to  agree  to  the  Senate  bill  increasing  the  stand- 
ing army,  as  against  the  proposition  to  increase 


House.    Mr.  Blair  replied,  that  the  manners  on 
the  part  of  the  House  were  exceedingly  reluctant 
to  yield  their  amendment,  and  nothing  but  what 
they  deemed  a  pressing  emergency  would  have 
induced  them  to  yield  their  objections  to  the 
Senate  bill     The  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Conference  was  agreed    to  —  ayes,   eighty-one, 
noes,  twenty-two.  In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty- 
sixth,  Mr.  Wilson  made  a  report  trom  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Conference  which  was  concurred  in 
without  a*  division,  and  the  bill  was  approved  hy 
the  President  on  the  twenty*ninth  of  July,  1861. 

No.  in.-^The  BUI  pratiidinff  for  the  better  Or^ 
ganitaUon  of  the  Military  EetabluhmenU 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixth  of  July,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, of  Massachusetts,  agreeably  to  notice  given 
on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  introduced  a  bill 
for  the  better  organization  of  the  military  estab- 
lishment The  bill  contained  eighteen  sections, 
and  provided : 

For  the  appointment  of  an  assistant  secretary 
of  war; 

For  an  increase  of  the  adjutant-generaVs  de- 
partment, and  the  promotion  of  the  Adjutant- 
General  to  the  rank  of  a  brigadier-general. 

For  an  increase  of  the  quartermaste]>general*s 
department ; 

For  an  increase  of  the  ordnance  department ; 

For  an  increase  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  and 
the  promotion  of  the  chief  to  the  rank  of  a 
brigadier-general ; 

For  an  increase  of  the  medical  department  of 
the  army ; 

For  the  addition  to  the  medical  staff  of  a  corps 
of  medical  cadets ; 

For 'the  employment  of  female  nurses  in  the 
permanent  hospitals ; 

For  the  appointment  of  one  chaplain  to  each 
regiment ; 

For  increasing  the  number  of  cadets  at  the 
Military  Academy,  and  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  fill  the  vacancies  created  by  the  rebel- 
lion; 

For  the  repeal  of  the  act  allowing  three  months* 
extra  pay  for  reenlistments,  and  the  premium 
for  accepted  recruits ; 

For  the  repeal  of  the  act  requiring  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  discharge  minors ; 

For  the  change  of  the  army  ration  whenever 
circumstances  might  render  it  advisable  by  sub- 
stituting fresh  meats,  potatoes,  or  fresh  or  des- 
sicated  vegetables ; 

For  allowing  in  the  hospitals,  such  quantities 
of  fresh  or  preserved  fruits,  milk,  butter,  and 
eggs  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  proper  diet 
or  the  sick ; 

On  the  tenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  firom  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  the  bill  had  been 
referred,  reported  it  back  with  amendments. 
The  Senate,  on  the  twelfth,  proceeded  to  its  con- 
sideration, and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  struck 
out  the  provision  giving  the  Adjutant-General 
the  rank  of  a  brigadier-generaL     The  Commit- 


the  volunteer  force  which  was  adopted  by  the  tee  on  Military  Affairs  reported  an  amendment 
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Mfidiiig  that  the  Skiperintendent  of  the  United 
mes  Military  Academy  —  whom  the  law  re- 
quired to  be  selected  from  the  corps  of  engi- 
fieera— should  be  an  officer  of  the  army,  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Academy,  and  distinguished  for  his 
sdeottfic  attainments.  Mr.  Hale  of  New-Hamp- 
shire moTed  to  strike  out  the  words,  '*a  gradu- 
ate of  the  United  States  Military  Academy"— yeas, 
£>urteeQ ;  nays,  twenty-seven.  Mr.  Grimes  moved 
to  gtiike  out  the  entire  amendment,  but  withdrew 
the  motion  to  allow  Mr.  Wilson  to  move  an  amend- 
mcDt  providing  that  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Academy  should  be  an  officer  of  the  engineer, 
topographical  engine^,  ordnance  or  artillery 
corp&  This  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  amendment  as  amended 
adopted. 

The  Military  Committee  reported  as  an  amend- 
ment^  to  strike  out  the  seventeenth  section,  au- 
tboiizing  the  Commissary-General  to  vary  the 
ailhiistence  of  Uie  army  by  substituting  fresh 
meats  for  salt  meat,  and  potatoes,  fresh  or  des^ 
dcated  vegetables  for  other  portions  of  the  ra- 
t)<jQ  and  to  insert  in  lieu  of  it :  *^  That  the  army 
ration  shall  be  increased  as  follows,  namely :  twen- 
ij-two  ounces  of  bread  or  flour,  or  one  pound  of 
bard  bread,  instead  of  the  present  issue;  fresh 
Wf  shall  be  issued  as  often  as  the  commanding 
officer  of  any  detachment  or  regiment  shall  re- 
quire it,  when  practicable,  in  place  of  salt  meat ; 
bcsna  and  rice  shall  be  issued  in  the  same  ra- 
tioQ  in  the  proportions  now  provided  by  the  re- 
gulation; and  one  pound  of  potatoes  per  man 
»hall  be  issued  at  least  three  times  a  week,  if 
practicable;  and  when  these  articles  cannot  be 
issued  in  these  proportions,  an  equivalent  in 
^alae  shall  be  issued  in  some  other  proper  food, 
fend  a  ration  of  tea  may  be  substituted  for  a  ra- 
tion of  coffee,  upon  the  requisition  of  the  proper. 
officer."  The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  an  amendment  consisting  of  five 
actions,  repealing  the  law  allowing  double  ra- 
tions to  department  commanders;  providing 
that  brevet  rank  should  not  increase  pay  ;  that 
officers  entitled  to  forage  should  not  commute  it, 
bat  should  draw  in  kind;  that  officers,  when 
absent  from  duty  six  months,  should  not  re- 
ceiie  the  allowances  authorized  by  existing  law ; 
that  sutlers  might  be  appointed  not  exceeding 
one  to  each  military  post  Thid  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  the  section  author- 
izing; the  increase  in  the  Ordnance  Department  was 
Btricken  out  Mr.  Harris,  of  New-York,  moved  to 
Amend  the  bill  by  adding:  *^That  any  cadet  who 
(•hall  hereafter  be  report^  deficient,  either  ih  con- 
<iuct  or  stupes,  shall  be  discharged  from  the  Acad- 
emy, and  shall  not  be  returned  or  reappointed  ex- 
cept upon  the  recommendation  of  the  academic 
board  of  the  Academy."  Mr.  Hale  moved  to 
^end  80  that  such  cadet  could  not  be  appointed 
to  a  place  in  the  army.  Mr.  Fessenden  suggested  a 
B^iftcution  of  the  amendment  so  that  it  would 
i^  *'or  appointed  to  any  place  in  the  army 
before  his  class  shall  have  left  the  Academy  and 
rtoeiyed  their  commissions,"  and  Mr.  Hale  ac- 


c^ted  the  modification,  and  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Harris  was  agreed  to; 
Mr.  Harris's  amendment  was  then  adopted.  Mr. 
Wade,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out  the  entire  sec- 
tion relating  to  the  Academy.  He  declared  he 
was  "  not  in  favor  of  increasing  the  number  of 
cadets.  I  do  not  think  the  experience  of  the 
country  has  been  such  as  should  lead  us  to  be 
in  any  great  hurry  to  increase  the  number  of 
cadets  or  to  add  to  the  patronnge  of  the  Military 
Academy.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  there 
is  something  wrong  about  this  whole  institution. 
I  do  not  believe  that  in  the  history  of  the  world 
you  can  find  as  many  men  who  have  proved 
themselves  utterly  faiUiless  to  their  oaths,  un- 
grateful to  the  Government  that  has  supported 
them,  guilty  of  treason  and  a  deliberate  inten- 
tion  to  overthrow  that  Government  which  has 
educated  them  and  given  them  its  support^  as 
have  emanated  from  this  institution."  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  eleventh  section  relating 
to  the  West-Point  Academy,  was  stricken  out 
with  the  view  of  perfecting  the  matter  in  a  new 
bill. 

On  the  seventeenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to 
amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause,  and  inserting  a  new  bill  of  twenty  sec- 
tions. In  explanation  of  its  provisions,  Mr. 
Wilson  said:  ^*I  have  labored  night  and  day, 
for  many  days  and  nights,  to  fit  and  prepare 
this  bill  to  meet  the  actual  wants  of  the  country ; 
and  in  doing  so,  I  confess  that  in  every  step  of 
it,  I  have  had  to  meet  the  interests,  the  jealous- 
ies, or  the  prejudices  of  men  connected  with  the 
army  of  the  United  States.  But  in  framing 
this  bill,  I  have  endeavored  to  be  governed 
wholly  by  the  public  interest,  and  not  by  the 
wants  or  wishes  of  any  particular  men  in  the 
army  or  in  the  departments : 

The  first  section  provides  for  an  Assistant-Se- 
cretary of  War,  with  a  compensation  of  three 
thousand  dollars  per  year ; 

The  second  section  makes  an  addition  to  the 
quartermaster's  department ; 

The  third  section  provides  that  there  shall  be 
added  to  each  of  the  corps  of  engineers  and  to- 
pographical engineers  and  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment, £hree  first,  and  three  second  lieutenants ; 

The  fifth  section  provides  for  raising  three 
companies,  to  be  composed  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men  each,  to  be  sappers,  miners,  and  pon- 
toneers ; 

The  sixth  section  authorizes  an  addition  to 
the  medical  department  of  the  army,  of  ten 
surgeons,  and  twenty  assistant  surgeons ; 

The  seventh  section  proposes  to  add  to  the 
medical  corps,  fifty  young  men — medical  stu- 
dents—to be  c»lled  dressers ; 

The  eighth  section  provides  that^  in  permanent 
hospitals,  female  nurses  may  be  substituted  for 
soldiers,  under  the  guide  and  direction  of  the 
surgeons  of  those  hospitals ; 

The  ninUi  section  provides  that  one  chaplain 
shall  be  allowed  to  each  regiment,  to  be  selected 
and  appointed  by  the  President;  but  he  must 
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be  an  ordained  minister  of  some  Christian  de- 
nomination; leaving  the  pay  precisely  as  it  is 


now; 


The  tenth  section  authorizes  the  President  to 
fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Military  Academy  on 
the  recommendation  of  Senators ; 

The  eleventh  section  abolishes  three  months* 
pay  for  reenlistments ; 

The  twelfth  section  provides  that  two  dollars 
a  month  shall  be  retained,  instead  of  one  dol- 
lar, from  the  soldier^s  pay ;  the  object  to  make 
every  soldier  feel  that  he  has  got  so  much  re- 
served interest ; 

The  thirteenth  section  repeals  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  approved  September  twenty-eighth, 
1850,  which  requires  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
discharge  from  the  service  all  minors ; 

The  next  section  provides  that  in  all  cases  of 
enlistment  or  reenlistment,  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ince  may  be  administered  by  a  commissioned 
ofiBcer  of  the  army  ;^ 

The  fifteenth  section  provides  that  the  regi- 
ments of  dragoons,  mounted  riflemen,  and  caval- 
ry, shall  all  be  consolidated  and  be  one  arm ; 

The  sixteenth  section  provides  for  the  altera- 
tion of  the  army  ration,  increasing  it  to  a  small 
extent — increasing  the  bread  and  not  the  meat ; 

The  seventeenth  section  provides  that  there 
may  be  allowed  in  the  hospiUils  fruits,  milk,  but- 
ter and  ^;gs ; 

The  eighteenth  section  provides  that  there 
shall  be  appointed,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  council  of  administra- 
tion, and  approval  of  the  commanding  ofiBcer,  as 
many  sutlers  as  the  exigency  may  require. 

The  remaining  sections  are  taken  from  the 
bill  to  create  a  retired  list 

This  bill  now  presented  as  a  substitute  has 
been  examined  most  carefully  in  the  Adjutant- 
General's  office,  in  the  Secretary  of  War's  office, 
and  finally  was  examined  and  revised  by  General 
Scott  It  received  the  unanimous  sanction  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afifairs.  Mr.  Grimes 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding  five 
new  sections  providing  for  a  retired  list  of  the 
navy.  Mr.  Hale,  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee, declared  his  opposition  to  both  proposi- 
tions. Mr.  Grimes  thought  there  were  at  least 
twenty  naval  officers  that  ought  to  be  retired ; 
**  It  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  Government 
to  get  rid  of  these  men,  who  are  efifete,  unable 
to  perform  the  duties  of  their  positions,  and  take 
young,  active,  and  patriotic  men  and  place  them 
m  their  stead."  Mr.  Grimes's  amendment  to  Mr. 
Wilson's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Ilale  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  all  relating  to  retiring  boards  for 
the  army  and  navy,  and  adding  three  sections  re- 
lating to  double  rations,  brevet  commissions,  and 
commutation  of  forage,  adopted  by  the  Senate  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  and  not  included  in  his 
pending  amendment  Mr.  Nesmith  opposed  the 
section  relating  to  the  commutation  of  forage, 
and  Mr.  Hale  withdrew  it  Mr.  Wilson  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays  on  Mr.  Hale's  motion  to 
ttrike  out  of  hia  amendment  the  sections  relat- 


ing to  retired  lists  in  the  army  and  navy,  ai 
insert  the  new  sections  concerning  brevet  i 
and  double  rations  for  department  comman 
Mr.  Hale's  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  £ 
of  Oregon,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Foster  of 
necticut,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  of  New-Jersey,  and 
Fessenden  of  Maine.  The  question  being  i 
by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted — ^yeas,  eleven ;  i 
twenty-seven. 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota,  moved  to  amend 
twentieth  section  at  the  end  of  the  ninety 
line  by  adding — that  should  the  Lieutenant 
eral  be  retired  under  this  act,  it  should  be  * 
out  reduction  in  his  current  pay,  subsistenc 
allowances — ^yeas,  twenty-nine ;  navs,  elevei 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  bale  men 
amend  the  bill,  so  as  to  give  to  retired  o£ 
"  half-pay,"  instead  of  "  pay."  Mr.  Collam< 
Vermont,  suggested  that  ^^tne  amendment  si 
be  that  they  should  retire  upon  half  the  p 
which  they  were  entitled  at  the  time  of 
being  retired,  provided  that  the  same  si 
never  be  less,  by  the  year,  than  a  certain  n 
sum,  say  five  hundred  dollars  a  year,  so 
give  a  man  a  support"  Mr.  Sherman  n 
to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  give  the  retire 
ficer  the  pay  proper  of  his  rank,  and  no 
allowances.  Mr.  Hale  withdrew  his  amend] 
and  Mr.  Sherman's  amendment  was  agree 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  sections  two,  1 
and  six  of  the  bill  increasing  the  adjutam 
eral's,  the  commissary,  the  quartermaster 
the  [medical  departments  were  stricken  oul 
the  following  added  as  a  new  section  :  ^ 
the  President  be  authorized  to  appoint,  b 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
assistant  adjutant-generals,  six  commissar! 
subsistence,  four  quartermasters,  and  twen 
sistant  quartermasters,  ten  surgeons  and  ti 
assistant  surgeons,  to  have  the  pay,  rank,  a 
lowances,  and  perform  the  duties  of  simila; 
cers  in  the  present  military  establishment 
to  hold  their  offices  three  years  unless  t 
dischai^ed." 

Mr.  Hale  moved  as  an  additional  sci 
^*  That  so  much  of  the  sixth  section  of  11 
of  August  twenty-third,  1842,  as  allows 
tional  or  double  rations  to  generals  or  oil 
ficers  commanding  geographical  departmei 
divisions,  or  to  the  commandant  of  each  | 
nent  or  fixed  post  garrisoned  with  troop 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repeated."  Mr.  ^i 
suggested  that  the  amendment  be  so  m( 
as  to  apply  only  to  officers  commanding  in 
fortifications  and  garrisons.  Mr.  Hale  ac 
the  modification,  and  his  amendment  as  m< 
was  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hale,  th 
ate,  by  a  vote  of  twenty-one  to  eighteen,  a 
ed  the  bill  b^  adding :  ^^That  officers  havir 
vet  commissions  shall  n9t  be  entitled  to  a 
crease  of  pay  or  emoluments,  because  of  i 
ercise  of  command  according  to  their 
rank."  Mr.  Baker,  of  Oregon,  wishing  to 
sure  that  this  provision  did  not  apply  t< 
er^l  Scott,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  a 
**  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall 
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cre&t  reduce  the  pay  or  cflnolumenta  of  the  Lieu- 
teDant-General  of  the  army" — ^yeas,  thirty ;  nays, 
«ix.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend  the  substitute 
bj  adding,  **That  any  commissioned  officer  of 
tiie  anny  or  navy,  who,  having  tendered  his 
reskmatioii,  shall,  prior  to  due  notice  of  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  same  by  the  proper  authority,  and 
without  leave,  quit  his  post  or  proper  duties, 
with  the  intent  to  remain  permanently  absent 
therefrom,  shall  be  regarded  as  a  deserter  and 
panished  as  such;'*  and  the  amendment  was 
idopted.  Mr.  Foster  moved  to  strike  out  of  Mr. 
Wilson^s  substitute,  ^^  The  superintendent  of  the 
unitary  Academy  shall  be  an  officer  of  the  en- 
gineers, top^raphical  engineers,  ordnance,  or 
irtiilery  corps,  a  graduate  of  the  United  States 
Military  AoMiemy,  and  distinguished  for  his 
fieientific  attainments.  He  shall  have  the  local 
nnk,  pay,  and  allowances  of  a  colonel  of  engi- 
Deers,  and  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by 
ukI  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  ;'* 
ud  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the 
Ccmmittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  the  eighteenth,  Mr.  Wilson  firom  the  Mill- 
tarr  Committee,  to  whom  the  bill  had  been  re- 
committed, reported  it  back  with  amendments, 
^r.  Wilson  said,  in  explanation  of  the  action  of 
the  Committee,  tiiat ''  The  tenth  section  of  the 
^ill  in  regard  to  the  vacancies  in  the  Military 
Academy,  the  committee  have  changed  so  that 
tbey  shall  be  filled  by  the  President,  ^upon  the 
nanination,  by  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
AQitatires,  of  two  from  each  State  now  repre- 
^ted  in  the  House.'  This  will  change  the  ap- 
pointment from  the  Senate  to  the  delegation  of 
^h  State  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
^  gire  to  each  State  two  cadetships  to  be  filled 
Qp  in  that  way. 

"  An  amendment  was  moved  and  adopted  by  the 
Soiate  yesterday,  to  the  twentieth  section  of  the 
^ul  in  regard  to  the  retired  list  of  the  army,  to 
P»J  the  retired  officers  their  pay  proper,  and 
Qotbiog  more.  The  Senator  from  Iowa  suggest- 
^i  that  there  would  be  an  inequality  in  the  pay 
of  the  officer  retired,  and  that  was  the  chief  rea- 
^  lor  recommitting  the  proposition.  The  com- 
Euttee  have  airai^ed  it  in  this  way :  that  if  any 
'^('Qu&Lssioned  officer  shall  become  incapable  of 
p«ibrming  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  shall  be 
pUced  on  the  retired  list,  and  withdrawn  from 
vtive  senice  and  command  and  from  the  line  of 
Pnvaotioo,  with  the  following  pay,  namely,  ma- 
j<>f-^enerals,  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty 
dollars;  brigadier-generals,  one  thousand  four 
Wired  and  eighty-^ght  dollars ;  colonels,  one 
tiioa<«and  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars ;  lieuten- 
^trcolonela,  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars; 
^j^^  eight  hundred  and  forty  dollars;  cap- 
juiiM,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars ;  first 
ufcQteoants,  five  hundred  and  forty  dollars ;  sec- 
^^  lieutenants,  five  hundred  and  forty  dollars ; 
without  any  other  pay  or  allowances.  That  is 
^  pay  proper  now  received  by  the  officers  of  the 
^^txy  and  artilleiy.  It  is  the  full  pay  proper 
<^  thue  offioera,  without  any  emolumentSi  and 


according  to  the  proposition  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sherman]  yesterday,  which  was 
sustained  by  the  Senate.  This  places  officers  of 
engineers,  artillery,  and  infantry  on  the  same 
footing,  and  does  away  with  the  objection,  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  of  inequality. 

"  The  Committee  propose  to  change  the  twenty- 
eighth  section,  in  regard  to  the  retired  officers  of 
the  navy,  by  striking  out  the  words  Meave-of- 
absence  pay  he  was  entitled  to  at  the  time  of 
such  retirement,*  and  inserting  the  words  'pay 
allowed  by  this  act' 

*^In  the  twenty-ninth  section,  the  Committee 
propose  to  insert,  after  the  word  *■  promotion,*  in 
line  six,  these  words : 

^' '  With  the  following  pay,  namely,  captains  in 
the  navy,  one  thousand  three  hundred  dollars ; 
commanders  in  the  navy,  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred dollars ;  lieutenants  in  the  navy,  one  thou- 
sand dollars;  surgeons,  ranking  with  captains, 
one  thousand  three  hundred  dollars ;  with  com- 
manders, one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars ;  with 
lieutenants,  one  thousand  dollars;  paymasters, 
ranking  with  captains,  one  thousand  three  hun- 
dred dollars ;  with  commanders,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  dollars ;  with  lieutenants,  one  thousand 
dollars ;  chief  engineers,  one  thousand  dollars ; 
first  assistant  engineers,  seven  hundred  dollars ; 
second  assistant  engineers,  five  hundred  dollars ; 
and  third  assistant  engineers,  four  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  masters,  four  hundred  dollars ;  passed  mid- 
shipmen, three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ;  with- 
out any  other  pay  or  allowance.  Captains,  com- 
manders, and  lieutenants  now  on  the  retired  list 
of  the  navy,  shall  receive  the  same  compensation, 
and  no  greater,  than  is  allowed  to  the  officers  of 
the  same  rank  by  the  provisions  of  this  act* 

'*  The  officers  that  have  been  retired  heretofore 
receive  a  larger  pay  than  we  propose  to  give  of- 
ficers retired  by  this  act ;  this  proposition  places 
all  the  officers  who  are  or  may  be  retired,  on  the 
same  footing.  Other  slight  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  bill,  but  they  are  merely  verbal." 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  then  read  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, as  the  first  seven  sections  of  the  bill,  and 
they  were  severally  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  as  section 
eight,  ''That  existing  vacancies  at  the  Military 
Academy,  from  congressional  districts  where 
there  have  been  failures  to  make  nominations 
according  to  the  provisions  of  existing  laws,  shall 
be  supplied  by  the  President  upon  the  nomina- 
tion by  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives from  such  States  as  are  represented  in  Con- 
gress :  Provided^  That  but  two  cadets  shall  be 
appointed  from  any  one  State ;  and  that  such 
cadets  shall  be  actual  residents  of  the  State 
from  which  they  are  nominated,  and  shall  have 
the  qualifications  for  admission  to  the  Military 
Academy  as  are  now  required  for  appointments 
nrom  congressional  districts  and  at  large.  And 
no  cadet,  who  shall  hereafter  be  reported  as  de- 
ficient, either  in  conduct  or  studies,  and  recom- 
mended to  be  discharged  from  the  Academy, 
shall  be  returned  or  reappointed,  or  Appointed  to 


19 


BEBELUDH  BHCOKD.  18M. 


any  place  in  the  umy  before  his  class  shall 
have  left  the  Academy  and  receiTed  their  com- 
missions, unless  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
academic  board  of  the  Academy."  Mr.  Fessen- 
den  moved  to  strike  out  the  words,  **  by  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives/'  and  in- 
sert, '*  by  the  Govemofs  of  the  respective  States'' 
— ^rejected,  yeas,  sixteen ;  nays,  twenty-two.  The 
question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee, it  was  rejected.  0^  motion  of  Mr.  Wade, 
so  much  of  the  section  as  refers  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  cadets  to  the  Military  Academy,  was 
stricken  out  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  insert  in  lieu 
of  the  words  stricken  out  by  Mr.  Wade,  *^  That 
the  Hresident  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  fill  any  existing  vacancies 
at  the  United  States  Military  Academy,  from 
congressional  districts  for  which  no  nominations 
are  made  by  Representatives  in  Congress,  by  ap- 
pointments from  those  districts  or  from  the  re- 
spective States  at  large*' — ^yeas,  seventeen ;  nays, 
twenty-three ;  so  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected.  Mr.  Carlisle,  of  Virginia, 
moved  to  insert  in  the  blank  made  by  Mr.  Wade's 
amendment,  "That  existing  vacancies  at  the  Mili- 
tary Academy,  frx>m  congressional  districts  where 
there  have  been  failures  to  make  nominations,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  existing  laws,  shall  be 
supplied  by  the  President,  upon  the  nomination 
of  Senators  from  such  States  as  are  represented 
in  the  Senate ;"  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  Military  Committee,  as  sections 
nine  to  twenty-nine  inclusive,  and  they  were 
severally  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  second  sec- 
tion, by  providing  for  the  appointment  of  five 
assistant  inspectors-general,  with  the  rank  and 
pay  of  a  major  of  cavalry,  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  moved 
as  an  additional  section,  "That  no  part  of  the 
army  or  navy  of  the  United  States'  shall  be  em- 
ployed or  used  in  subjecting  or  holding  as  a 
conquered  province  any  sovereign  State  now  or 
lately  one  of  the  Unit^  States,  or  in  abolishing 
or  interfering  with  African  slavery  in  any  of  the 
States."  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  adding  to  it,  "  Unless  a  mili- 
tary necessity  shall  exist  for  enforcing  the  laws 
or  maintaining  the  Constitution  of  the  Union." 
These  amendments  were  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Powell,  Browning,  Carlisle,  Fessenden,  Howe, 
Sumner,  Polk,  and  Saulsbury.  Mr.  Lane's 
amendment  to  Mr.  Powell's  amendment  was  re- 
jected, eleven  Senators  voting  for,  and  twenty- 
four  against  it  Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  strike 
out  all  of  Mr.  Poweirs  amendment,  and  insert, 
"  That  the  purposes  of  the  military  establishment 
provided  for  in  this  act  are  to  preserve  the  Union, 
to  defend  the  property,  and  to  maintain  the  con- 
stitutional authority  of  the  Government"  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to— yeas,  thirty-three; 
nays,  four.  Mr.  Breckenridge  moved  to  add  to 
Mr.  Sherman's  amendment,  the  words,  "but  the 
army  and  navy  shall  not  be  employed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  subjugating  any  State,  of  reducing  it  to 


the  condition  of  a  territory  or  province,  or  to 
ish  slavery  therein."  The  amendment  wa 
jected — ^yeas,  nine ;  nays,  thirty.  The  qu< 
recurring  on  the  original  amendment  as  amo 
it  was  rejected.  The  bill  was  then  pass* 
amended. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  tb 
teenth,  Mr.  Blair,  from  the  Military  Coma 
reported  a  bill  for  the  bettor  oiganization  o 
military  establishment,  and,  on  the  ninetc 
the  biU  was  taken  up,  amended,  and  ps 
On  the  twenty-third,  Mr.  Blair  from  the  Cot 
tee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  had  be« 
ferred  the  Senate  bill  for  the  better  ox^ania 
of  the  military  establishment,  reported  it 
with  an  amendment  as  a  substitute.  The 
stitute  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  as  ami 
passed. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-fourth,  th 
with  the  House  amendment  was  taken  up  foi 
sideration.  Mr.  Hale  moved  that  the  bil 
amendment  be  refeired  to  the  Military  Coi 
tee,  but  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 
Wilson  hoped  the  Senate  would  disagree 
amendment^  and  send  the  bill  back  to  the  ] 
at  once.  Mr.  Grimes  said  this  bill  as  it 
frt>m  the  Senate,  "was  more  thoroughl] 
cussed  and  better  understood  by  the  memb 
this  body,  than  any  bill  that  has  been  pas 
this  session ;  and  he  should  vote  to  non-c 
in  the  House  amendment  which  struck  out 
of  the  most  material  provisions  of  the  £ 
bill."  The  amendment  was  non-concurr< 
The  House  insisted  on  ite  amendment,  ta 
committee  of  conference,  and  appointe<J 
Blair,  of  Missouri,  Mr.  Crittenden,  of  Kent 
and  Mr.  Olin,  of  New-York,  conferees. 
Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  insisted 
disagreements,  agreed  to  a  conference  comi 
and  the  chair  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  of  I 
chusetts,  Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  and  Mr.  R: 
Minnesota,  conferees. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-seventh 
Blair,  from  the  committee  of  conference, 
a  report  that  the  House  recede  from  its  a 
ment  to  the  Senate  bill,  and  agree  to  i 
several  amendmente ;  and  the  report  was  s 
ed.  In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-ninti 
Wilson,  from  the  committee  of  conference, 
a  report,  which  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Hal 
Baker,  and  Mr.  Sherman,  and  rejected 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  insisted 
disagreement  to  the  House  amendmcnl 
asked  for  another  committee  of  conference 
Wilson,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  McDouRal 
appointed  conferees.  The  House  agreed 
further  conference,  and  appointed  Mr.  Bl 
Missouri,  Mr.  Kelley,  of  Pennsylvania,  ar 
Jackson,  of  Kentucky,  conferees  on  its  piu 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  first  of  Augu: 
Wilson  from  the  second  committee  of  < 
!  ence,  ceportod  that  the  committee  of  coni 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Hou 
'  the  bill  providing  for  tlie  better  organizatior] 
military  establishment,  had  agreed  to  recor 
to  their  respective  Houses,  That  the  Ho 
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ode  from  its  amendments  to  the  Senate  bill, 
siHi  agree  to  it,  with  amendments ;  and  the  report 
vssooDcurredin — ^yeas,  twenty-seven;  nays,  nine. 
In  the  House,  Mr.  Blair  made  the  report  of  the 
rosunittee  of  conference,  which  was  concurred  in. 
This  bill,  containing  twenty -five  sections,  was 
ipprared  by  the  Preiddent  on  the  third  of  Au- 
gust, 1861. 

Xo.  lY. — The  Act  in  addition  to  the  Act  to  au- 
thorize the  Employment  of  Volunteers  to  aid 
ui  en/erdng  the  Lawe  and  protecting  Public 
Property. 

In  the  Senate,  on  tiiie  twenty-second  of  July, 
\^\  Mr.  Wilson,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  in 
viditiQa  to  ^e  act  for  the  employment  of  volun- 
teers. The  bill  authorized  the  President  to  ac- 
(tpt  the  services  of  volunteers,  either  as  cavalry, 
Q&ntry,  or  artillery,  in  such  numbers  as  the 
eszendes  of  the  public  service  might,  in  his 
f^lnioQ,  demand,  to  be  organized  by  the  act  of 
the  twenty-second  July,  1861.  These  volun- 
^f^  were  to  be  armed  as  the  President  might 
<iirect,  to  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
vur,  and  to  be  upon  the  footing  in  all  respects 
with  similar  corps  of  the  army,  and  to  be  mus- 
tered into  the  service  for  and  during  the  war. 
Mr.  Wilson  desired  to  put  the  bill  on  its  pas- 
!^  but  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Maryland,  objecting,  it 
^t%  passed  over. 

On  the  twenty-third,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Hr  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  the  bill  was 
tended  by  adding  to  the  first  section  a  proviso, 
''That  the  number  of  troops  hereby  authorized, 
sUU  not  exceed  five  hundred  thouand.'*  Mr. 
^lljOD  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  as  a 
n?v  section,  "That  the  President  shall  be  au- 
thnrixed  to  appoint,  by  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  Senate,  for  the  command  of  the  volunteer 
f^ces,  Budi  number  of  major-generals  and  of 
brigadier-generals  as  may  in  his  judgment  be  re- 
^luired  for  their  organization  ;'*  and  the  amend- 
inent  wag  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amended 
Passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-fourth,  Mr. 
^ir  called  up  for  consideration  the  Senate  bill 
*nd  passed  it  without  a  division,  only  fifteen 
ttonbcrs  voting,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burnett,  of 
Keutucky,  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  Presi- 
•^t  approved  the  bill  on  the  twenty-fifth  of 
%  IMl. 

^'j'  v.— I%e  Joint  Beeolution  to  approve  and  eon- 
firm  certain  Aete  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States^  for  euppreenng  Imurreetion  and  Be- 
Miifn, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixth  of  July,  1861, 
*?^e€«bly  to  notice  given  on  the  fourth,  Mr. 
^^9son,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  joint 
^lution  to  approve  and  confirm  certain  acts 
^  the  President  The  resolution  was  read  twice 
^^  referred  to  the  Military  Committee.  On  the 
^:zhth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  without 
*ttpndracnt 

^resolution  set  forth  that^  **  Whereas,  since 


the  adjournment  of  Congress,  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last,  a  formidable  insurrection  in 
certain  States  of  this  Union  has  arrayed  itself 
in  armed  hostility  to  the  Qovemment  of  the 
United  States,  constitutionally  administered; 
and  whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States 
did,  under  the  extraordinary  exigencies  thus 
presented,  exercise  certain  powers  and  adopt 
certain  measures  for  the  preservation  of  this 
Government — that  is  to  say :  First  He  did,  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  April  last,  issue  his  procla- 
mation calling  upon  the  several  States  for  seven- 
th-five thousand  men  to  suppress  such  insurrec- 
tionary combinations,  and  to  cause  the  laws  to 
be  faithfiiUy  executed.  Secondly.  He  did,  on 
the  nineteenth  day  of  April  last,  issue  a  procla- 
mation setting  on  foot  a  blockade  of  the  ports 
within  the  States  of  South-Carolina,  Georgia, 
Alabama,  Florida,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and 
Texas.  Thirdly.  He  did,  on  the  twenty-seventh 
day  of  April  last,  issue  a  proclamation  establish- 
ing  a  blockade  of  the  ports  within  the  States  of 
Virginia  and  North-Carolina.  Fourthly.  He  did, 
by  order  of  the  twenty-seventh  May  of  April  last, 
addressed  to  the  Commanding  General  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  authorize  that  offi- 
cer to  suspend  the  writ  of  haibeas  corpus  at  any 
point  on  or  in  the  vicinity  of  any  military  line 
between  the  ciW  of  Philadelphia  and  the  city  of 
Washington.  Fifthly.  He  did,  on  the  third  day  of 
May  last,  issue  a  proclamation  calling  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  forty-two  thousand 
and  thirty-four  volunteers,  increasing  the  regular 
army  by  the  addition  of  twenty-two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fourteen  men,  and  the  navy 
by  an  addition  of  eighteen  thousand  seamen. 
Sixthly.  He  did,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  last, 
issue  a  proclamation  authorizing  the  commander 
of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  on  the  coast 
of  Florida,  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
if  necessary.  AU  of  which  proclamations  and 
orders  have  been  submitted  to  this  Congress. 
Now,  therefore, 

^^Be  it  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  all  of  tiie  extraordi- 
nary acts,  proclamations,  and  orders  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  ap- 
proved and  declared  to  be  in  all  respecte  legal 
and  valid,  to  the  same  intent,  and  with  the  same 
efi^ect,  as  if  they  had  been  issued  and  done  under 
the  previous  express  authority  and  direction  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  tenth,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution.  Mr.  Clark,  of 
New-Hampshire,  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"increasing  the  regular  army  by  the  addition 
of  twenty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fourteen  men,  and  the  navy  by  an  addition  of 
eighteen  thousand  seamen."  He  said  he  did  not 
know  that  any  thing  had  been  done  toward  in- 
creasing the  army  or  navy,  which  must  neces- 
sarily be  made  by  law  retroactive.  Mr.  Wilson 
said  that  "  A  plan  has  been  arranged  for  the  or* 
ganization  of  eleven  regiments  for  the  amfy. 
Officers    have   been   appointed,    commissioned 
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with  some  qualifications,  sent  to  certain  points 
of  the  country,  and  money  has  been  placed  in 
their  hands  to  fill  up  the  ranks  of  the  army.  In 
regard  to  filling  up  the  navy,  I  understand 
that  of  the  eighteen  thousand  men  ordered  for 
the  navy  several  thousand  have  been  enlisted, 
and  are  now  in  the  employment  of  the  Govern- 
ment I  do  not  think  it  wise  to  strike  out  this 
provision ;  I  think  it  had  better  remain  therc.^' 

Mr.  Polk,  of  Missouri,  desired  to  have  the  re- 
solution go  over  to  a  future  day.  Mr.  McDougall, 
of  California,  thought  it  of  vast  importance  to  act 
promptly.  "  I  am  here,"  he  said,  "  to  indorse 
the  preliminary  actions  of  the  Government" 
Mr.  Fessenden  of  Maine  would  oppose  postpone- 
ment after  that  day,  though  he  \^uld  defer  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  till  the  next  day,  if 
Mr.  Polk  was  not  ready  to  speak  then.  Mr. 
Saulsbury,  of  Delaware,  saw  no  reason  for  pass- 
ing the  resolution.  Mr.  Clark  withdrew  his 
amendment,  as  the  Military  Committee  were 
unanimous  for  it  Mr.  Polk  moved  to  postpone 
the  resolution  until  the  next  day.  Mr.  Dixon  and 
Mr.  McDougall  opposed  it,  and  the  motion  was 
lost  Mr.  King,  of  New- York,  moved  to  amend 
by  a  proviso  that  within  six  months  after  the 
rebellion  should  be  put  down,  the  army  should 
be  reduced  to  its  organization  on  the  first  of 
July,  1861.  Mr.  Latham,  of  California,  was  op- 
posed to  an  increase  of  the  regular  army  and 
to  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  carpus. 
Mr.  Kin^  accepted  a  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hale  to 
include  m  his  amendment  the  navy.  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy, of  Maryland,  was  prepared  to  sustain  the 
administration  in  all  just  and  constitutional 
measures,  but  he  could  not  vote  for  all  the  pro- 
positions in  the  resolution.  Mr.  Wilson  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  Mr.  King  would  withdraw 
his  amendment  and  move  it  upon  the  army  bill, 
and  allow  the  vote  to  be  taken  on  the  resolution. 
Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana^  said,  as  a  member  of  the 
Military  Committee  he  **  had  voted  to  report  the 
resolution.  The  red  right  hand  of  armed  rebel- 
lion was  raised  to  strike  down  the  Government 
under  which  we  live — the  fi^eest,  happiest,  grand- 
est Government  upon  earth ;  and  the  President 
was  suddenly  called  upon  to  put  down  this  armed 
rebellion.  Every  effort  which  he  has  made  to' 
that  purpose  meets  my  most  hearty  and  cordial 
codperation  and  support"  Mr.  Kennedy  ex- 
pressed his  "solemn  conviction  that  you  will 
never  reconstruct  the  Union  by  the  sword;" 
he  would  ask  Mr.  Wilson  if  he  "is  apprised 
of  any  necessity  for  or  any  reasons  that  re- 
quire or  justify  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  in  Maryland."  Mr.  Wilson  re- 
plied :  "  I  think  the  existence  of  a  band  of  con- 
spirators in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  men  who  or- 
ganized murder  and  shot  down  in  the  streets  of 
that  city  brave  men  who  were  rallying  at  the 
call  of  the  r  country  to  defend  the  capital  of  the 
nation  and  uphold  the  cause  of  the  republic,  is 
a  full,  complete  justification  of  the  President  in 
authorizing  General  Scott  to  suspend  the  writ 
of  haheas  corpus  in  and  about  that  city.  There 
is  no  spot  on  this  continent,  none  whatever, 


where  there  have  been  blacker  traitors  t1 
and  about  the  city  of  Baltimore — men  rea 
murder,  for  any  crime— men  who  were  oi 
ing  rebellion  in  that  city,  secreting  armi 
have  since  been  discovered  and  taken  ire 
men  who  have  been  arrested.  If  there  cv< 
in  any  portion  of  the  republic,  any  spot  of 
or  any  tiriie.  where  and  when  the  writ  * 
beas  corjyf'M  might  to  be  suspended,  the  < 
Baltimore  \v:is  the  spot,  and  the  last  few 
the  time,  for  its  suspension." 

Mr.  Baker  said :  "Asa  member  of  the  M 
Committee,  I  agree  heartily  in  the  report 
Chairman  of  the  bills  now  upon  your 
Whether  that  peace  shall  be  conquered  at 
mond,  or  Montgomery,  or  New-Orleans,  or 
wilds  of  Texas,  I  do  not  presume  to  say ; 
do  know,  if  I  may  use  so  bold  a  word,  th 
determined  aggregated  power  of  the  who 
pie  of  this  country — ^all  its  treasure,  all  its 
all  its  blood,  all  its  enthusiasm,  kindled,  c 
trated,  poured  out  in  one  mass  of  living 
upon  any  foe — will  conquer."  Mr.  Fesi 
suggested  to  Mr.  King  to  modify  his  amen 
so  as  to  read :  That  nothing  therein  con 
should  be  construed  as  authorizing  a  ] 
nent  increase  of  the  army  or  navy  beyom 
force  at  that  time.  Mr.  King  so  modifi< 
amendment  Mr.  Wilson  thought  "the  { 
as  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Maine, 
that  we  can  ail  accept"  Mr.  Trumbull  tl 
Mr.  Fessenden  had  succeeded  admirably 
nexing  a  proviso  which  really  had  no  m 
in  it,  but  Mr.  King  expressed  his  satis 
with  it,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Latham  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  : 
tion  the  words :  "  Fourthly.  lie  did,  by  ar 
of  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April  last,  add 
to  the  Commanding  General  of  the  army 
United  States,  authorize  that  officer  to  si 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  at  any  point  on 
the  vicinity  of  any  military  line  between  t 
of  Philadelphia  and  the  city  of  Washii 
The  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Polk 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the 
tion,  and  they  were  ordered.  He  then  adc 
the  Senate  against  its  passage,  expressing 
to  defer  his  speech  until  the  next  day.  M 
son  moved  to  postpone  the  resolution  to  tl 
day,  and  take  up  the  volunteer  bill,  and 
postponed.  On  the  eleventh,  Mr.  Polk  re 
and  concluded  his  speech  against  the  resc 
Mr.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  thought  that  in  si 
being  engaged  in  an  effort  to  pass  throii 
Senate  a  resolution  approving  these  vio 
of  the  Constitution  by  liie  chief  Executive 
wanton  and  palpable  violations  of  the  Co 
tion,  the  assuming  the  war  power,  the  < 
who  committed  these  usurpations  should 
raigned  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  and  be  c 
under  impeachment  Mr.  Breckenridg 
Mr.  Bayard  expressed  a  desire  to  speak 
resolution,  and  the  Senate,  on  motion  < 
Wilson,  postponed  till  the  next  day.  ( 
sixteenth,  Mr.  Breckenridge  addressed  the 
in  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  rest 
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He  desired  *^  the  oomitiy  to  understand  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  no  longer  to 
he  held  as  the  measure  of  power  x>n  one  side  and 
of  obedience  on  the  other,  but  that  it  is  to  be 
put  aside  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the  major- 
itr/^  Ut.  Lane»  of  Indiana,  declared:  ^^I  sanc- 
tir<D  and  approve  every  thing  that  the  President 
has  done  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  and  the 
people  sanction  and  approve  it,  and  there  is  no 
power  this  side  of  Heaven  that  can  reverse  that 
decision  of  the  American  people." 

On  the  nineteenth,  Mr.  Bayard,  of  Delaware, 
addressed  the  Senate  for  two  hours  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution;  and  on  the  twentieth,  Mr. 
Latham,  of  California,  spoke  for  nearly  two  hours 
against  it,  and  Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota,  ^^  indorsed 
li  the  fullest  extent^  all  that  had  that  day  so 
ahljr  and  eloquently  fallen  from  his  lips."  On 
the  twenty-seventh,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee, 
iddres&ed  the  Senate  at  length.  He  declared 
the  cause  of  the  rebellion  to  be  **  disappointed, 
DDpadent,  unhallowed  ambition."  ^*  Certain 
iB«n  could  not  wait  any  longer,  and  they  seized 
the  occasion  to  do  what  they  had  been  wanting 
to  <io  for  a  long  time — break  up  the  Govern- 
BM^nt  If  they  could  not  rule  a  large  country, 
th(>y  thought  they  might  rule  a  small  one."  He 
declared  that  *'  A  distinguished  Senator  from 
^Mrgia  once  said,  *'  when  traitors  become  num- 
n<His  enough,  treason  becomes  respectable.' 
Icaitors  are  getting  to  be  so  numerous  now  that 
I  suppose  treason  has  almost  got  to  be  respect- 
able; but  God,  being  willing,  whether  traitors  be 
°)M7  or  few,  as  I  have  hitherto  waged  war 
i^ainst  traitors  and  treason,  and  in  behaJf  of  the 
G^remment  which  was  constructed  by  our  fa- 
thers, I  intend  to  continue  it  to  the  end."  [Ap- 
pkoge  in  the  gaUeries.] 

Mr.  Pearoe,  of  Maryland,  spoke  on  the  thirtieth, 
gainst  the  resolution  and  in  condemnation  of 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  his  State,  which 
be  pronounced  to  be  *^  positive,  arbitrary,  cause- 
}«^  and  wanton  oppression."  On  the  second 
of  August,  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  take  up  tlie  re- 
solution for  consideration.  Mr.  Trumbull,  of  Il- 
linois, opposed  the  motion  and  demanded  the 
jea&and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered — yeas,  twen- 
ty-ci^ht;  nays,  eleven.  Mr.  Doolittle  moved  it  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee.  Mr.  Polk  demanded 
^  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered — ^yeas, 
serenteen ;  nays,  twenty-three.  Mr.  Sherman,  of 
Ohio,  said :  *^  I  am  going  to  vote  for  the  resolution, 
ud  1  am  going  to  vote  for  it  upon  the  assumption 
tbat  the  diiferent  acts  of  the  administration  re- 
Qt<xi  in  this  preamble  were  illegal,  and  not  upon 
^  assumption  tiiat  they  were  legal  and  vc^id. 
I  'approTe'  of  the  doing  of  them,  and  therefore 
I  vote  for  that  portion  of  the  resolution.  I  am 
^ing  to  mike  them  as  *  legal  and  valid '  as  if 
^7  had  the  previous  express  sanction  of  Con- 
P^;  and  therefore  I  vote  for  that  clause  of  the 
^^lution.  I  vote  for  these  measures ;  and  I  ap- 
prove them,  as  I  said  in  the  outset,  all  the  more 
o«au8e  the  taking  of  them  involved  the  President 
^ni  some  personal  hazard.  I  will  not  approve 
UQB  laorei  but  I  admire  them  the  more  because 


he  did  not  hesitate  to  save  the  republic,  al- 
though the  act  of  saving  it  might  be  attended  by 
some  personal  risk  to  himself." 

The  Senate,  on  the  sixth,  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  resolution.  Mr.  King  thought  we 
had  no  time  to  amend  it  and  there  was  no  pro- 
bability that  it  would  pass  the  House  so  near 
the  close  of  the  session.  Mr.  Fessenden  was 
ready  to  vote  for  the  passage  of  the  resolution, 
but  thought  the  House  at  that  late  hour  would 
not  pass  it  Mr.  Trumbull  declared  he  never 
would  vote  for  it,  and  yielded  the  floor  to  Mr. 
King,  who  moved  to  go  into  executive  session. 
The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  resolution  was  not 
again  considered. 

No.  VI. — Ths  Bill  to  authyrize  the  Secretary  qf 
War  to  reHmhume  Volnnteere  for  ExpeTiees  in- 
curred in  employing  Regirneiital  Bands^  and 
for  other  purpoaes. 

In  the  Senate,  July  fifteenth,  Mr.  Rice,  of  Min- 
nesota, introduced  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secre* 
tary  of  War  to  reimburse  the  New-York  Seventy- 
first  regiment  for  expenses  incurred  in  employ- 
ing regimental  bands.  The  bill  was  read  twice 
and  referred  to  the  Military  Committee.  On 
the  nineteenth,  Mr.  Bice  reported  back  the  bill 
with  an  amendment  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause,  and  to  insert  in  lieu  of  it,  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  be  authorized  and  directed 
to  refund,  to  the  volunteers  called  out  by  the 
President's  proclamation  of  the  fifteenth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one,  such 
sums  of  money  as  might  have  been  expended  by 
the  said  volunteers  in  the  emplojrment  of  regi- 
mental or  company  bands  during  the^  period  of 
their  service  under  said  proclamation :  Provided, 
the  amount  to  be  allowed  should  not  exceed 
that  to  be  paid  to  volunteer  bands  r^ularly  mus- 
tered into  the  service  under  the  President's  pro- 
clamation of  May  third,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one.  On  the  twentieth,  the  bill 
was  considered,  amended  and  passed,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Grimes  its  title  was  so  amended 
as  to  read :  *^  A  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  reimburse  volunteers  for  expenses  in- 
curred in  employing  regimental  and  other 
bands."  In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-seventh, 
Mr.  Blair  reported  it  back  from  the  military  com- 
mittee to  whom  it  had  been  referred,  the  bill  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  War  to  pay  regiment 
al  and  other  bands,  employed  by  volunteer  regi- 
ments, with  an  amendment  as  an  additional  sec 
tion,  providing  ^Hhat  the  President,  in  accept 
ing  and  oi^nizing  volunteers  under  an  act  en- 
tiUed  *An  act  authorizing  the  employment  of 
volunteers  to  aid  in  enforcing  the  laws  and  pro- 
tecting public  property,'  approved  July  twenty- 
second,  1861,  might  accept  the  service  of  such 
volunteers  without  previous  proclamation,  and  in 
such  numbers,  from  any  State  or  States  as,  in 
his  discretion,  the  public  service  might  require.*' 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as 
amended  passed  without  a  division.  In  the 
Senate,  on  .the  twenty-ninth,  the  House  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in;  and  the  bill  was  ap- 
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proved  on  the  thirty-first  of  July,  1861,  by  the 
Fresident 

No.  VII.— 7^€  Bill  a/uthorizing  the  PrendmU  to 
appoint  additional  Aids-de-eamp. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirty-first  of  Jaly,  Mr. 
WUBon,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled, 
"  An  act  to  increase  the  present  military  estab- 
lishment approved  July  twenty-ninth,  1861." 
The  bill  provided  that  the  President  might,  dur- 
ing the  insurrection,  upon  the  recommendation 
of  the  Lieutenant-General  commanding  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  major-general  of 
the  regular  army  commanding  forces  of  the 
United  States  in  the  field,  appoint  such  number 
of  aids-de-camp,  in  addition  to  those  authorized 
by  law,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  might, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  require;  such 
aids-de-camp  to  bear,  respectively,  the  rank  and 
anthority  of  captains,  majors,  lieutenant-colonels, 
or  colonels  of  the  regular  army,  as  the  President 
might  direct,  and  receive  the  same  pay  and  al- 
lowances as  were  provided  by  existing  laws  for 
officers  of  cavalry  of  corresponding  rank.  The 
President  was  to  cause  the  aids-de-camp  ap- 
pointed under  the  act  to  be  discharged  whenever 
they  should  cease  to  be  employed  in  active  serv- 
ice; and  he  might  reduce  the  number  so  em- 
ployed whenever  he  might  deem  it  expedient  so 
to  do.  Any  officers  of  the  r^ular  army  ap- 
pointed aids-de-camp  under  the  act,  and  at- 
tached or  assigned  to  duty  for  service  as  such, 
were,  on  their  discharge,  to  resume  their  posi- 
tions in  the  regular  army,  and  be  entitled  to  the 
same  rank  and  promotion  as  if  they  had  contin- 
ued to  serve  in  their  own  regiments  or  corps. 

Mr.  Wilson  stated  that  the  number  of  staff- 
officers  was  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the  serv- 
ice. Mr.  Doolittle  desired  some  limitation  upon 
the  number.  Mr.  Wilson  thought  the  discretion 
of  the  President  an  ample  guarantee  that  no  more 
will  be  appointed  than  the  service  required  The 
bill  was  passed  without  a  division.  In  the 
House,  on  the  first  of  August,  the  bill  was  taken 
fi-om  the  Speaker's  table,  passed  without  oppo- 
sition, and  approved  by  the  President,  August 
fifth,  1861. 

No.  VIII. — 77ie  Act  to  promote  the  Efficieney  of 
the  Engineer  and  Topographical  Engineer 
Corps^  and  for  other  purposes. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  fifth 
of  August,  1861,  Mr.  Blair,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  promote 
the  efficiency  of  engineer  corps.  The  bill  pro- 
vided that  there  should  be  added  to  each  of  the 
corps  of  engineers  and  topographical  engineers, 
by  regular  promotion  of  its  officers,  two  lieuten- 
ant-colonels and  four  majors,  provided  all  va- 
cancies created  by  such  promotion  should  be 
filled  by  graduates  of  the  Military  Academy,  re- 
commended for  such  promotion  by  the  academic 
board  of  that  institution ;  and  provided  further, 
that  said  corps  should  be  thereafter  known  as 
the  first  and  second  corps  of  engineers.    It  also 


directed  that  there  should  be  added  to  the 
of  topographical  engineers  one  company  i 
diers,  to  be  commanded  by  appropriate  (^ 
of  such  corps,  to  have  the  same  pay  and 
subject  to  the  same  rules  and  articles  of  wa 
to  be  governed  in  every  particular  in  the 
manner,  as  the  existing  corps  of  topogra 
engineers.  The  bill  was  passed  without  a 
ment  In  the  Senate,  on  the  fifth,  the  bil 
taken  up  for  consideration,  and  Mr.  Wilson  i 
to  amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the  en 
clause,  and  inserting :  "  That  there  shall  be 
to  each  of  the  corps  of  engineers  and  topo| 
ical  engineers,  by  regulur  promotion  of 
present  officers,  two  lieutenant-colonels  ani 
majors. 

*'  That  there  shall  be  added  to  the  corps 
pographical  engineers,  one  company  of  so 
to  be  commanded  by  appropriate  officers  o 
corps,  to  have  the  same  pay  and  rations, 
ing,  and  other  allowances,  and  to  be  entit 
the  same  benefits,  in  every  respect,  as  the 
pany  created  by  the  act  *  for  the  organizat 
a  company  of  sappers,  and  miners,  and  ] 
niers,'  approved  May  sixteenth,  1846. 

^^That  vacancies  hereafter  occurring  amoi 
commissioned  officers  of  the  volunteer  regi 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Governors  of  the  Sta 
spectively,  in  the  same  manner  as  origin 
pointments ;  and  so  much  of  the  tenth  sect 
the  act  of  the  twenty-second  of  July,  18 
is  inconsistent  therewith,  be,  and  the  sa 
hereby,  repealed. 

''  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stt 
hereby  authorized  to  appoint  two  additioi 
spectors-general  for  the  United  States  : 
the  said  inspectors-general  to  have  the  sam 
and  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances  n 
provided  by  law  for  inspectors-general" 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  A 
then  moved  to  amend  by  adding  an  add 
section :  ^^  That  so  much  of  the  first  sect 
the  act  approved  August  fifth,  1854,  as  a 
izes  the  appointment  of  civilians  to  super 
the  national  armories  be  and  the  same  is  1 
repealed ;  and  that  the  superintendents  of 
armories  shall  be  appointed  hereafter  fro 
cers  of  the  ordnance  department*'  Mr.  A 
said  his  sympathies  and  feelings  were  in  fa 
a  civil  superintendent,  but  his  judgment 
favor  of  the  aiyendment,  which  would  pla 
annory  in  the  care  of  an  officer  experieni 
the  fabrication  of  arms.  The  amendme] 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  insert 
additional  section:  *^I1iat  the  pay  of  th< 
commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  pi 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States  be  inc 
at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per  montl 
to  continue  for  three  years  from  the  p 
of  this  act,  and  until  otherwise  fixed  by 
Mr.  Wilson  **  thought  the  public  inten 
quired  that  we  should  increase  the  pay 
volunteers  from  eleven  to  fifteen  dollars  a  i 
which  seemed  to  be  a  reasonable  oompens; 
Mr.  Sherman  said  it  was  an  ungracious  1 
object  to  an  increase  of  the  pay  of  the  voiii 
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or  of  the  regaltr  armj ;  the  amendment  should 
not  be  adopted  without  great  consideration.     Mr. 
Wade  said  ^'tliere  was  no  just  proportion  be- 
tween the  pay  of  officers  and  privates ;  we  were 
not  paying  enough  to  our  soldiera,"*  and  he  was 
for  the  proposition.     Mr.  Wilson  said  that  by 
advice  of  Senators  around  him,  and  of  Mr.*  King, 
his  colleague  on  the  committee,  ho  would  with- 
draw the  amendment  and  introduce  it  as  a  sep- 
arate bill     Itr.  Johnson,  of  Missouri,  moved  to 
amend  by  adding  u  an  additional  section,  **that 
this  Congress  recommend  the  Governors  of  the 
several  States  to  convene  their  Legislatures  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  all  election  to  select  two 
dcl^at^   from  each   congressional    district,  to 
meet  in    general  convention  at    Louisville,   hi 
Kentucky,  on  the  first   Monday  in  September 
next ;  the  pufpose  of  the  said  convention  to  be 
to  devise  measures  for  the  restoration  of  peace  to 
our  country."    Mr,  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays.     Mr.  Carlisle,  of  Virginia, 
thought   the  proposition    "inopportune."      Mr. 
McDougall,  of  Califomia^shed  ^*  merely  to  amend 
the  remark  made  by  theBenator  from  Yn^ginia ;  he 
says  this  proposition  would  be  inopportune ;  I  say 
it  would  be  cowardly."    The  amendment  was  re- 
jected ;  nine  Senators  voted  for  it,  and  twenty- 
nine  against  it     The  bill  as  amended,  was  then 
passed  without  a  division.     On  the  same  da^, 
the  House,  on  motion  of  ^r.  Blair,  concurred  m 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate;  and  the* Presi- 
dent approved  it  on  the  sixth  of  August,  1861. 

No.  LX. — The  BUI  to  atUh&nMe  an  Inetwue  in 
th^  Ccrp%  of  EngyM0r%  mnd  Tapographieal 
Engineem, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  second  of  August,  1861, 
Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fiiirs,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  engineer  corps. 
It  provided,  **  That  there  should  be  added  to  each 
of  the  corps  of  engineers  and  topographical  engi- 
neers, by  regular  promotion  of  thOT  present  offi- 
cers, two  lieutenant-colonels  and  four  majors ;  and 
that  there  should  be  added  to  the  corps  of  topo- 
graphical engineers  one  company  of  soldiers,  to 
have  the  same  pay  and  rations,  clothing,  and 
other  allowances,  and  to  be  entitled  to  the  same 
benefits  in  every  respect  as  the  company  created 
by  the  act  for  the  organization  of  a  company  of 
sappers  and  miners  and  pontoniers,  approved 
May  sixteenth,  1846."  On  the  third  of  August, 
the  bill  was  considered  and  passed  without 
amendment  In  fhe  House,  on  the  fifth,  Mr. 
Blair,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
whom  the  Senate  bill  had  been  referred,  reported 
it  back  with  an  amendment  as  an  additional 
MTtion,  "That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized  to  appoint  two  additional 
inKpectors-general  of  the  United  States  army, 
to  have  the  same  rank  and  receive  tiie  same  pay 
and  allowances  as  are  now  provided  by  law  for 
in4pc<*torH-general."  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to«  and  psrtsed  as  amended.  The  Senate,  on  mo- 
tion, of  ifr.  Wilson^  concurred  in  the  amendment ; 
»nd  the  President  approved  the  act  on  the  sixth 
of  August,  1861. 
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No.  X. — The  Bill  making  an  Appropriation  to 
deliver  Arms  to  Loyal  Citizens  of  Rebel  States. 

in  the  Senate,  on  the  twentieth  of  July,  1861, 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessei^  introduced  a  bill 
making  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
transporting  and  delivering  arms  and  munMfona 
of  war  to  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  States  of  which 
the  inhabitants  then  or  thereafter  might  be  in 
rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  provide  for  the  expense  of  organ- 
izing them  into  companies,  battalions,  regiments, 
or  otherwise,  for  their  own  protection  against 
domestic  violence,  insurrection,  Invasion,  or  re- 
bellion.    The  bill  provided  that  the  sum  of 

dollars  be  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  President,  in  supplying  and 
defraying  the  expenses  of  transporting  and  de- 
livering such  arms  and  munitions  of  war  as  iu 
his  judgment  might  be  expedient  to  place  in  the 
hadns  of  any  of  the  loyal  citizens  residing  in  any 
of  the  States  of  which  the  inhabitants  were  in 
rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  which  rebellion  was  or  might  be 
threatened,  and  likewise  for  defraying  such  ex- 
penses as  might  be  properly  incurred  in  organ- 
izing and  sustaining  while  ^o  organized,  any  of 
said   citizens    into    companies,  battalions,  regi> 
ments,  or  otherwise,  for   their  own  protection 
against  domestic  violence,  insurrection,  invasion, 
or  rebellion.     The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.     On  the  twenty-third, 
Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
&irs,  reported  the  bill  without  amendment,  and 
asked  unanimous  consent  to  consider  it  then, 
which  was  given.     Mr.  Wilson  said  the  commit^ 
tee  had  not  filled  the  blank,  wishing  to  leave  it 
to  the    Senate.      Mr.   Johnson,   of  Tennessee, 
moved  that  the  blank  be  filled  by  inserting  two 
millions,  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.     On , 
motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  it  was  amended  so  as  to 
read :  "  The  loyal  citizens  residing  in  any  of  the 
States  which  are  in  rebellion  against  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  or  in  which  rebel- 
lion is  or  may  be  threatened."    Mr.  Collamer, 
of  Vermont,  md  not  like  the  phraseology  of  the 
bill ;  he  thought  States  could  not  be  in  rebellion, 
but  the  inhabitiuits  might  be.     He  moved  to  so 
amend  it,  as  to  make  it  read,  ^^the  States  of 
which  the  inhabitants,  now  or  nereafter  may  be 
in   rebellion.^'     This  amendment  was  adopted, 
and  the  bill  passed.     In  the  House,  the  bill  was 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee ;  and  on  the 
twenty-seventh,  it  was  reported  by  Mr.  Blair, 
and  passed  without  a  division.     It  was  approved 
by  the  President  on  the  thirty-first  of  July, 
18G1. 


No.  XI. — The  Act  making  Appropriatume,  arul 
for  other  purposes. 

In  the  Senate,  August  first,  1861,  Mr.  Wilson, 
of  Massachusetts,  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  a  bill  ai^>ropriaftaDg  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  for  oontingencies  for  forti- 
fleations,  to  be  used  and  applied  under  the  direo* 
tion  of  the  Secretary  4>f  War ;  providing  that  any 


18 


RBBELUOir  BMOID,  18M. 


eommissioned  officer  of  the  army,  nwy,  or  ma- 
rine corps,  who,  baring  tendered  his  reBigmttion, 
should,  prior  to  due  notice  of  its  acoeptanos  by 
proper  authority,  ainl  without  leare,  quit  his  post 
or  proper  duties,  with  ii»  intent  to  remain  per- 
nunently  absent,  should  be  registered  as  a  desert- 
er, and  punished  a8*8uch ;  and  abolishing  flogging 
in  the  army,  as  a  punishment  for  desertion.  Mr. 
Hale,  of  New- Hampshire,  moved  to  strike  out  of 
the  bill  the  words,  "  fov  desertion,"  so  that  (t 
would  read,  **  that  flogging  as  a  punishmelht  in 
the  army  is  hereby  abolished.*'  Mr.  Hale's  amend- 
ment was  agieed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amended 
£assed.  In  the  House,  on  the  third  of  August, 
[r.  Stratton,  of  New  Jersey,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  back  the  bill  with 
several  verbal  amendments,  which  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  passed  by  the  House.  The  Sen- 
ate concurred  in  these  amendments,  passed  it  as 
amended ;  and  the  President  approved  it  on  the 
fifth  of  August,  1861. 

No.  XIT,—T7ie  Sill  to  provide  for  the  Purekaee 
of  Arms,  Ordnance,  and  Ordnance  Stores, 

In  the  Senate,  July  twenty-ninth,  1861,  Mr. 
Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  far  the  pur- 
chase of  arms,  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
Military  Committee,  reported  back  the  bill  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  passed  without  a  division. 
In  the  House,  on  the  first  of  August,  Mr. 
Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania,  fi-om  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  the  Senate  bill  to 
provide  for  the  purchase  of  arms ;  it  was  passed 
by  unanimous,  consent,  and  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  third  of  August,  1861. 

No.  XIII. — The  Act  to  increase  the  Pay  of  the 
Privates  of  the  Army. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fifth  of  August,  1861, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Afiairs,  introduced  a  bill  to  in- 
crease the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians  and  privates  of  the  regular  army,  vol- 
unteers, marines,  and  seamen  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill.  Mr.  Collamer,  of  Vermont,  moved  to 
amend  by  making  the  increase  four  dollars  per 
month ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to — ^yeas, 
eighteen;  nays,  seventeen.  Mr.  Wilson  then 
moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section, 
*^  That  all  the  acts,  proclamations,  and  orders  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  after  the 
fourth  of  March,  1861,  respecting  the  army  and 
navy  of  the  United  States,  and  calling  out  or 
relating  to  the  militia  or  volunteers  from  the 
States,  are  hereby  approved,  and  in  all  respects 
legalized  and  made  valid  to  the  same  intent  and 
with  the  fame  effect  as  if  they  had  been  issued 
and  done  under  the  previous  express  authorify 
and  ^edUmk  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States."  Mr.  Breckenridge  said  that  the  amend- 
ment sounded  like  the  joint  resolutioii  to  ratify 
and  approre  all  acts  of  the  President  sincn  the 


fou^  of  Macch,  bat  one  or  two  features 
w«re  lift  out  Mr.  Wilson  replied  that  c 
two  iMitures  of  the  joint  resolution  were  lei 
but  he  intended  to  call  up  the  joint  resc 
when  this  bill  should  pass.  The  amendmei 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Powell  demanded  the  yea 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  the] 
Ordered — yeas^  thirty -three ;  nays,  five ;  so  t 
Tvas  passed.  On  motion,  the  title  was  am 
by  adding  the  words,  '^and  for  other  purp 

In  the  Housol  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Pennsy! 
called  up  the  bill,  and  moved  to  amend  it 
ducing  tne  increase  of  pay  firom  four  dolh 
month  to  two  doljars  pei;montL  He  declai 
willingness  to  increase  the  pay,  but  did  n 
where  the  money  was  to  come  from ;  he  was 
ed  at  the  ezpensos  of  the  Government,  whic 
ope  and  a  quarter  millions  per  daj.  Thes 
mant  was  r^ected — ^yeas,  thirty-two ;  nays^ 
six.  Mr.  Stevens  then  moved  to  amend  by 
as  a  new  saction,  "That  the  provisions  of 
entitled  *"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Ohio  an 
volunteers,'  sf^roved  July  twenty-sixth, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended 
volunteers  mustered  into  uie  service  i 
United  States,  whether  for  two  or  three  y 
for  and  during  the  war.**  Mr.  Stevens  ex] 
that  the  amendment  was  intended  to  con 
mistake  made  in  using  the  words  "  milit 
stead  of  "volunteers.  The  amendme 
•greed  to.  Mr.  Yallitndigham  moved  to 
out  the  second  sectioQ,  "  That  all  the  act 
lamations,  and  orders  of  the  President 
United  States,  after  the  fourth  of  March 
respecting  the  amy  and  navy  of  the 
States,  and  the  calling  out,  or  relating 
militia  or  volunteers  fr^m  Uie  States,  are 
approved,  and  in  all  respects  legalized  an 
valid  to  the  same  intent  and  with  the  s 
feet  as  if  they  had  been  issued  and  don< 
the  previous  express  authority  of  the  C* 
of  the  United  States.**  The.^eas  and  na] 
taken  and  resulted — yeas,  nineteen;  na; 
enty-four.  Mr.  Wickliff*e,  of  Kentucky,  i 
the  increase  would  be  eighteen  million 
and  he  moved  that  the  bUl  be  laid  on  th 
but  the  motion  was  lost  The  bill  was 
without  a  division.  In  the  Senate,  the 
amendment  to  the  bill  was  agreed  to.  M 
son  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  wh 
Senate  concurred  in  the  House  amendmen 
the  provisions*  of  the  act  entitled  *  An  act 
relief  of  the  Ohio  and  other  volunteers,*  a] 
July  twenty-fourth,  1861,  be,  and  the  sa 
hereby,  extended  to  all  volunteers,  muster 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  whether 
two,  or  three  years,  or  for  and  during  tb 
The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  then  on  m 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Wilson  then  by  unanimous  com 
troduced  ^^  a  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  i 
vatfls  in  the  regular  army,  and  of  the  vol 
in  the  service  af  the  United  States,  i 
other  purposes.'*  The  bill  proposed  to  i 
the  pay  of  the  privates  to  thirteen  di 
month ;  and  also  extended  the  provision 
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net  ^*  for  tiie  relief  of  the  Ohio  and  other  vohm- 
teers'^  to  all  Tolunleen,  no  mcttar  inr  iHxat 
term  of  aerviee  tiiej  miglit  have  heea  aoeepted. 
Mr.  Wila«n  moved  to  amend  Um  bill  by  adding 
as  an  additional  sedwn,  ^'Thai  aU  the  acts, 
proclamations,  and  orders  of  the  Prcwidont  af 
the  United  States  after  the  iburtii  of  Maidi, 
1861,  reapecting  the  army  and  navy  cf  the 
United  States,  and  calling  out  or  relating  to  the 
militia  or  ▼ohmteera  tmoi  the  States,  are  hereby 
approved  and  m  idl  respects  lecalized  and  made 
▼altd  to  the  same  intent  and  wim  tlie  same  effect 
as  if  they  had  been  iaaued  and  done  nader  the 
preiTioos  express  aatbavity  aUd  direction  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Breckenridge  caled  for  the  yeaa  and  na^ 
and  they  were  erdered ;  and  faiiBg  taken,  result- 
ed— ^yeas,  thirty-seren ;  nays,  five ;  as  follows : 

Teas— Messrs.  Anthony,  Btegham,  Brewnlng, 
Carlisle,  Chandler,  Clark,  CoUamer,  Cowan,  Dix- 
on, Doolittle,  Pessenden,  Poo^  Foster,  Grimes, 
Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howe,  Johnson  of  Ten- 
nessee, King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
Latham,  McDongall,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Rice, 
Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trum- 
bull, Wade,  Wilkinson,  WUey,  Wilmot,  and 
Wilson — ^thirty-seven. 

Xaya — ^Messrs.  Breckenridge,  Bright,  Kenne- 
dy, Pearce,  and  Powell— five.  So  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed.  In  the 
House,  Mr.  Stevens  moved  to  take  up  the  bill 
for  consideration;  but  Mr.  Orisfleld,  of  Mary- 
land, objected.  Mr.  Stevens  appealed  to  him  to 
withdraw  his  objection.  He  thought  if  Congress 
should  adjourn  without  passing  the  bill,  it  would 
cause  very  great  hiconveniences  and  perhaps 
create  the  necessity  for  an  extra  session.  Mr. 
Crisfield  withdrew  his  objection;  Mr.  Johnson 
renewed  it  Mr.  Stevens  then  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  and  two  thirds  having  voted 
for  it,  they  were  suspended^  and  the  bill  passed. 
It  was  approved  by  tiie  President,  on  the  sixth 
of  August,  18«1. 

No.  XIY. — A  Ee$olutian  expressing  the  Sympa^ 
thy  of  Congress  for  the  Bereaved  Families  and 
Friends  qf  our  Soldiers  who  have  fallen  in  De- 
fenee  of  the  Republic. 

In  the  Housei,  on  t^  second  of  Augttst,  1861, 
Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  by  unanimous  consent  intro- 
duced a  joint  veaolution  expres^ng  the  sympa- 
thy of  Congress,  for  the  berenved  fiimilies  and 
friends  of  our  soldifirs  who  have  ftllen  in  defence 
of  the  xepubMe. 

The  resolution  dechured  **that  we  acknowledge 
the  fkithful  services  and  loyal  devotion  of  our 
soldiers,  who  have  fought  and  fitllen  in  defend- 
ing our  flag  and  in  Tindieathig  the  supremacy 
and  m^esty  of  the  repnblic.  Whether  success- 
ful, or  eompelled,  by  tiie  overwhehning  numbers 
of  the  enemy,  to  resign  a  victorv  already  won, 
their  graves  are  honored,  and  history  invests 
their  names  with  unfiMling  renown.  And  while 
the  national  LegiBlatore  expresses  the  sympathy 
of  the  nation  for  their  bereaved  flunmes  and 
friendsi  we  ooomiend  to  a  generous  people  and 


the  army,  which  is  now  eager  to  renew  the  con 
test,  the  imperishable  honor  of  their  example." 
It  was  unanimously  passed.     In  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Latham,  of  Oalifoflnia,  it  was  oon- 
sidvod  and  unanimouai^  pi^^sed. 

Na  Xy.^Tke  Bill  to  provide  for  Allotment  her- 
ti/leaies  among  ths  Volunteer  Forces. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  December, 
1861,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  mtoduoed 
a  bfU  to  provide  for  allotments  of  pay  in  the 
annf .  It  was  read  twice,  and  refemd  to  the 
Military  Oammittee.  On  the  anrenteenth,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  it  back  from  the  committee, 
4rith  an  amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substi- 
tute. The  amendment  paeposed  to  strike  out  all 
after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert : 

'^That  the  President  shall  appoint  for  each 
State  having  volmiteers  in  the  service  not  exceed- 
ing three  persons,  who  shail  be  authorised  bv  the 
President's  commission  to  visit  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  army  in  which  volunteers 
from  their  respective  States  may  be,  and  there 
procure  from  said  volunteers,  frM  time  to  time, 
their  respective  allotments  of  pay  to  thair  "Auni- 
lies  or  iViends. 

^Tfaat  the  persons  appointed  as  aommissioners 
to  carry  hito  effect  the  preceding  section  of  this 
act  shall  rsoeive  no  pay  or  emoluments  whatever 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

''That  the  fifth  sectioh  of  the  set  of  twelfth 
June,  1869,  giving  sutlers  a  lien  upon  the  sol- 
diers* pay,  be  repealed ;  and  all  regulations  giv- 
ing sutlers  rights  and  privileges  beyond  the  rvdes 
and  aiticles  of  war  be  abrogated." 

Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  the  Military  Committee,  so  as  to  pay  to  each 
of  the  commissioners  two  thousand  dollars  per 
annum  without  mileage.  Mr.  Wilson  thought 
the  amendment  would  endanger  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  Mr.  Rice  declared  he  should  vote 
against  it,  if  it  were  proposed  to  induce  men  to 
take  a  charitable  office  for  money.  Mr.  Grimes's 
amendment  was  rejected,  tin  amendment  of  the 
committee  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amended 
passed  without  a  division.  In  the  House,  on  the 
twentieth  of  December,  Mr.  Clin,  of  New-Tork, 
from  the  Military  Committee,  reported  back  the 
bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was  passed  with- 
out a  division ;  and  approved  by  the  President, 
on  the  twtety-fovth  of  Deeember,  1861. 

Na  XYL—The  Bill  relaUng  to  Courts-Martial 
in'  the  Army. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  December, 
1661,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
k  \M  relative  to  courts-martial,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Militarjr 
Affiurs.  On  the  twelfth,  Mr.  Wilson  rep<Mrted  it 
back  with  an  amendment  The  bill  provided 
that  in  time  of  war  the  oommaDder  af  a  division 
er  separate  brigade  might  appoint  general  eourts- 
martial,  and  confirm,  exeente,  paiSon,  and  miti- 

Ste  their  sentences,  as  attowed  and  restrained  in 
e  sixty^^fth  and  eighty-nfaitli  articles  of  war  to 
commanders  of  armies  and  iepartments;  Vitsen- 


so 
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tences  of  such  courts  extending  to  loss  of  lifo  or 
dismission  of  a  oontmissioned  oiSoer,  were  to  re- 
quire the  confirmation  of  the  general  commanding 
the  army  is  the  field  to  which  the  division  or 
brigade  belonged.  ^  It  pas  farther  provided  that 
when  the  division  or  brigade  oonmiander  should  be 
the  accuser  or  prosecutor  of  an  officer  under  his 
command,  fhe  court  shouM  be  appointed  by  the 
next  h^ep  comonnder.  ^he  «nendm«at  of  the 
Military  Committee  proposed  to  strike  out  the 
words,  *'  of  an.  officer  under  his  command,**  so 
that.it  woold  rtid,  '*That  when  the  division  or 
brigade  euiiiwiiider  shall  be  tlw  aaenser  or  pro- 
secutor, ^e  court  shafi  be  appointed  by  the  next 
higher  commander  |*'  and  the  amendment  wm 
agreed  to.  Mr.  DoolMe  suggested  that  the  bill 
lie  over,  there  was  no  occasion  for  its  prompt 
passage.  Mr.  Wikon  said  the  bill  was  in  per- 
fect harmony  with  the  artidea  of  war.  It  had 
been  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  he 
had  FBplied  that  *^  the  bill  has  been  submitted 
to  the  Oommanding  Genend  of  the  army,  who  re- 
ports that  such  an  act  is,  in  his  opinion,  abso- 
lutely necessvy  to  facilitate  the  transaction  of 
jiMlcial  business  in  a  large  army,  and  should  be 
passed  with  as  little  delay  as  possMe.  The 
opinion  of  the  Commanding  General  is  concurred 
in  and  approved  by  tiiis  department**  The  bill 
was  then  passed  without  a  division.  In  the 
House,  on  ttie  twentieth  of  December,  Mr.  Blair, 
fh>m  the  Military  Committee,  reported  back  the 
bill  relatiTO  to  courtMnartial,  withpnt  amend- 
ment, and  it  passed  without  a  division.  The 
President  approved  it  on  the  twenty-lburth  of 
December,  1861.  • 

Na  XV IL — fyint  EM^lutum^  txpgmnce  of  the 
Recognition  hy  Congreu,  of  the  patriotic  and 
gallant  $^ntiee8  ^  Brig€uiier-General  Nathan- 
iel Lyon^  and  ^f  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  under 
his  Oommand* 

In  the  House,  on  the  eleventh  of  December, 
IMl,  Mr.  Blair  introduced  a  joint  resolution, 
expressive  of  the  re«gnition  by  Congress,  of  the 
gallant  and  patriotic  services  of  the  late  Briga- 
dier^eneral,  Nathaniel  Lyon,  and  the  officers 
and  soldiers  under  his  command  at  the  battle  of 
Springfield,  Missouri.  It  declaved,  ^That  Con- 
gress, deems  it  just  sad  proper  to  enter  upon  its 
records  a  recoffniiion  of  the  eminuit  and  patri- 
otic services  of  the  kte  Brigadier-General  Natha- 
niel Lyon.  The  country  to  whose  service  he  de- 
voted his  life,  will  giflird  and  preserve  his  ikme 
as  a  part  of  its  own  glory. 

That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  hereby  given 
to  the  brave  officers  and  soldiers  who,  under  the 
command  of  the  late  General  Lyon,  smstained 
the  honor  of  the  flag  and  achieved  victory  againfct 
overwhelming  numbers  at  the  battle  of  Spring- 
field in  Missouri  And  that  in  order  to  commem- 
orate an  ovient  so  honorable  to  the  country  and 
to  themselves,  it  is  ordered  tiiat  eadi  ^regiment 
engaged  shaB  be  authofised  tobear^pon  its  col- 
ors the  word  ^^Springfield"  embroidered  in  let- 
ters of  gold;  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  requested  to  cause  these  reso- 


lutions to  be  read  at  the  head  of  eveiy  r^xnent 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  NMr-Hampshin,  thought  it  m- 
«xpedient  to  require  the  President  ti  have  the 
resolution  retti  at  the  bead  of  every  regiment  in 
the  amy,  and  he  moved  to  strike  out  ao  much  of 
,tlie  resolution  as  required  it  Mr.  Oolfkx  op- 
posed  the  motion,  and  it  was  reacted.  The 
resolution  was  timi  unanimously  passed.  In 
the  Senate,  on  the  twelfth^  the  ivsolution  ^was 
reierred  t»  the  MiUtatry  Committee,  and  on  the 
twentieth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  without 
•mendraent  The  fienate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wfison,  proceeded  to  aonsider  the  joint  resolu- 
tion, and  after  reravks  by  Mr.  Pomeroy,  of  Kan- 
aas,  and  Mr.  Dixon,  an^  Mr.  Potter,  of  Conxieo- 
ticat,  it  was  iManinwusly  passed.  It  was  ap- 
proved by  the  President,  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  Deeeiiber,  IMl. 

Na  XVIIL — BUI  authorising  ths  Appointment 
of  one  or  more  Assistant  Secretaries  of  Wdr^ 

In  the  Senate,  on  tlK  twentieth  of  Janumy, 
1862,  Mr.  Wade,  of  Ohio,  dntroduced  a  bOl  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  appoint  one 
or  more  assistant  secretaries,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  tha  Military  Committee. 
On  the  twenty-frst,  the-  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wade,  discharged  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  from  the  furtheroonsideration  of  the  bill, 
and  proceeded  to  its  conddemtioB.  Mr.  Wilson 
moved  to  strike  oat  al  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  insert  jn  lieu  of  it,  "That  the  President  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  two  ad- 
ditional assistant  secretaries  of  war,  whose  sa- 
lary shall  each  be  three  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, who  shall  perform  aH  such  duties  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  belonging  to  that 
department,  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  or  as  may  hi  required  by  law  ;  the 
offices  of  these  additional  assntant  secretaries  to 
continue  for  one  year."  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hale, 
the  amendment  was  so  amended  as  to  provide 
that  they  should  be  appointed  "  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  tne  Senate,  The  amend- 
ment as  amended  was  adopted  as  a  substitute  for 
the  bill,  and  passed.  In  the  House,  on  the  same 
day,  Mr.  Gooch,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that 
the  biH  be  put  on  its  pas^e,  and  demanded  the 
previous  question,  which  was  ordered  —  yeas, 
seventy;  nays,  thirty-flve.  On  motion  of  Mr, 
Holman,  of  Indiana,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken  on  its  passage,  and  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas,  ninety-one ;  nayjL  thirty.  So  "fee  bill  pas^sed, 
and  was  approvcJd  by  flie President,  on  the  twen- 
ty-second of  January,  1862. 


No.  XlX.^TheMes(tiuti^mraatiosito  the  Al- 
lotment Certijicates  qfPay  to  Persons  held  as 
Prisoners  <^  Wa/r  in  the  so-called  cof^federate 

States, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirtieth  of  January, 
1962,  Mr.  Rise,  of  Minnesota,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution,  relative  to  allotment  tickets  to  pris- 
oners of  war.  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider 
the  resolution,  which  required  the  Secratary  of 
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War  to  procora  from  sueh  oAoon  and  «DyBttd 
men  of  the  United  State  Mmj^mwat^cr  th«B^ 
after  mlg^t  be  bekd  as  {niaoaen  of  war  in  the  wh 
called  oon&derate  Statea,  from  tiilB  to  tinae,  tbaic 
respective  allotments  of  pay  to  thair  families  or 
friends,  certified  by  them  in  wrinng,  and  duly 
attested,  ^  pursuance  of  such  orders  as  mig^t 
be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  Wsr  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  upon  which  certified  allotment  he 
shall  caiMe  drafts  to  be  made  payable  in  New- 
York  to  tbe  ordsr  of  the  perMns  to  whom  the  al- 
lotments were  or  might  be  mada,  and  to  remit 
those  diafts  to  tba  ad^ess  of  such  person  as 
migkt  be  designated  ia  the  allotment  tickets. 
The  resolutien  wm  then  uaanimonsly  passed. 
The  House  concorred  in  passing  the'issointiony 
and  it  WW  apfsored  by  the  nMidant^  on  the 
sixth  of  Vebnanr,  1863. 


Ko.  XX— TAd  J9t22  tofurovidefor  the  letter  (h- 
ffanuatia»  qf  the  Sifpml  j)qfartifignt  nf  the 
Army. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  afaith  of  Januaryv  1362, 
Mr.  Wilson^  from  thn  Military  Committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  to  provide  Ibr  the  better  oiynissiaon  of 
the  signsl  depettmnnt  of  the  anny.  On  the 
tenth,  the  Senate  prooeeded  to  its  oensideration. 
It  prorided,  that  the  President  be  authorised  to 
appoint  Ibr  senriee  daring  the  rebellion,. as  many 
signal  officers,  with  the  rsiik,  pay,  and  emolimientB 
of  captains,  cv  fint  lieutenants  of  cavalry,  and 
as  many  enlislsd  men  with  the  rank  and  pay  of 
sergeants  of  cSyalry  as  he  mi|;ht  dasm  necessary. 
The  bill  also  made  tiie  fbllowmg  appropriations : 
for  the  aanufrclare  or  piirehase  <»  signal  equip- 
menta  and  signal  steses,  to  equip  and  supply  the 
forces  now  in  the  field,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
For  onntingeniea^ntos  of  the  signal  department, 
one  thousand  doUara  For  the  maninacture  or 
purchase  of  aignal  equipments  and  signal  stores 
for  oauntersign  ri^mls,  to  pre? ent  the  coUision  of 
friendly  r^gimonts,  thkiy ^ur  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred dollara.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  strike  out 
''  captsins,'*  and  ''  first  Ueatenanis,"  but  sfter  doi' 
bate  witiidrew  his  mmtwa^  and  on  moliofi  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  tfioibat  sectioQ,  aolheffiziDg  the  Presideat 
to  appoint  signil  afioers  was  strlocen  out  Mr. 
Sherman  B<^ed  to  imimd  by  stHking  out  the 
second  ^edton,  providiu;  that  ottoers  lHnpoimr> 
dy  sesving  aa  signal  oncers,  should  isceive  te 
the  time  they  were  so  serving,  the  pay  and  emo- 
lumenta  of  cavalry  efioem  of  their  respective 
grades,  but  the  mfstian  was  lost,  sad  the  bill  aa 
amended,  pasnwi,  In  the  House,  en  the  seven- 
teenth, Mr.  Blair  reported  from  the  Militarr  Ceat' 
mittee,  the  ImR  nithout  amendment^  it  was 
passed,  and  approwNl  by  the  President,  on  the 
twenty  aeesnd  of  Fobsaaqrt  IMA.     • 

No.  XXT. — The  Bill  maitng  on  Appropriation 
for  completing  th^  Defences  of  the  City  qf 
Waehington^  tmdfor  other  purpoeeL 

In  the  House  of  BoppeoentatiiicSp  Decemhar 
twentiethi  1861,  Mr.  fitevwis,  of  Pennsylvsnia^ 
from  the  Comitteee  of  Ways  and  Me«is  reported 
a  bill  making  au  sppropriatiQn  of  one  hundred 


and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  oonytleting  the 
defences  of  Washington.  Mr.  Stevens  asked 
far  immediate  action  on  the  bill,  whioh  was 
reoommsndsd  by  the  ChiQf-4Qgii|eer  General 
Barnard.  Ha  stated  that  the  defensive  system 
of  Washington,  consisted  of  forty-ei^t  works, 
mountftig  over  three  hundred  guns,  seme  of 
whiiii  w«re  of  very  large  siae ;  an4  the  actual 
^siensieo  psstmeter  occupied,  was  about  thirty- 
five  milea,  ezeeediag  tho  length  of  the  famous 
(and  Utheito  the  most  extensively  fortified  ex- 
temporized field-works)  lines  of  Torres  Yedras 
hj  several  miles.  The  bill  was  passed  without  a 
division.  In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirteenth  ef  Jvi- 
uovy,  1862,  Mc  W^son,  of  Massachusetts,  firom 
the  Military  Committer  to  whom  the  House  bill 
had  been  referred,  reported  it  without  amendment 
Mr.  Olarki  of  New-Hannpshir^  moved  to  amend 
it  h^  adding  at  the  end,  that  the  arreorages  of 
all  debts  already  incurred  should  first  bo  paid 
ovt  of  this  sum;  and  tho  amendment  was  sgreed 
ta  Mr.  Peaxce,  ef  Msryland,  and  Mr..K«ng,  of 
New-York,  opposed  its  passigei  Mr.  Wilkiosen, 
of  Minnesota,  moved  further  to  amond,  ^Ubat  no 
psit  of  the  sum  herebv  appropriated,  shall  ba 
expended  on  any  work  heredler  to  be  per- 
formed.'' On  the  |w«ity-^st,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  considemtion  of  the  bill,  and  Mr. 
Wilkinson's  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilaen  moved  to  amend  it  by  lading  two  sec- 
tions, ^*  That  the  fifth  section  of  the.  act  of  the 
twenty-eighth  of  September,  1850,  providing  for 
the  dischiurge  from  w  asrviee  of  minors  enSsted 
without  the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guard- 
ians, be,  and  ttie  same  hsteby  xs,  repealed :  i'ro- 
videdf  That  hereafter  no  person  under  the  age  of 
eighteen  shall  be  mustnred  into  the  United  ^tes 
service,  and  the  oath  of  oolistment  taken  by  the 
reoruit  shall  be  eonchisive  as  to  his  i^. 

*^  That  no  volunteeas  er  militia  fivm  anpr  State 
shall  be  mnstored  into  the  servioo  of  the  United 
States  on  any  tsims  or  conditions  confining  theii 
service  to  the  limits  of  said  State  or  vicinity ;  and 
if  any  such  volunteers  or  militia  are  in  service 
cQptiwy  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  same 
shall  be  dischargsd."  Mn  Powell  moved  to 
amend  by  striking  out  tiie  woads  which  provid- 
ed, tiliat  the  oath  of  enlistment  should  be  final 
and  conclusive  as  to  the  sfs  of  the  minor.  Mr. 
Wilson  stoted  that  under  the  law  of  1860,  per- 
8<m8  were  often  discharged  as  minorsi  who  were 
twento<^our  or  twenty<^e  years  of  sge.  Mr. 
Pow«U»  Mr.  Obtfki  and  Ma.  Trumbull  opposed 
making  tho  oath  of  enlistment  eonchisive  ^  t<) 
age.  Mr.  Nesmith,  of  the  Militeiy  Genu&ttee, 
believed  it  would  out  off  very  great  abuses.  Mr. 
Powell^ft  smendaient  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected, and  Mr.  Wilson's  amandniont  S^cfed  to 
Ms.  Wilson  moved  to  add  as  a  new  section^  ihat 
the  tenth  section  of  the  aet  of  thn  tenth  of  April, 
1806,  shall  read :  ''  That  in  time  of  ymr  or  rebel- 
lion against  the  supreme  authori^  of  the  Uiiited 
Stotes,  all  parsons  who  sball  be  f(mad  lurking 
aa  spies,  or  acting  as  su<^  in  or  about  the  forti- 
fiaations,  encampments,  posts,  ouarteH,  os  head- 
quarters of  tfa!s  armies  of  the  United  States^  or 
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any  of  them,  shall  suffer  death  bv  seatenos  of  a 
general  coort-martiM."  Mr.  Cotlamer,  of  Ver^ 
mont,  iBOTed  '^that  the  itoendment  be  ameaieA 
so  as  to  oonfiiy  i#to  those  (bund  luridag  as  spies 
aroond  anr  fortilhadion  or  post  wHhin  any  of 
thai  part  of  the  United  SCatss  which  ha»  been  ot 
may  be  declared  to  be  in -a  stale  of  insorreeion  ;*' 
and  the  aaendmevt  to  #)e  amendmeftt  sras 
amed  to—yeas,  tirentr-fofHr;  na^  mat  eatinted 
Mr.  Wilson  then  mored  ta  amaiid  1^  addfaig  as  a 
new  seetiont  ''That  tfie  fifty-fifth  artMe.of  Hm 
first  section  ^  the  act  of  April  tenth,  ISOtt, 
chapter  twenty,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  so 
amended  as  to  read  as  follows: 

**Whoeyep,  belon|^ng  to  the  armies  of  the- 
United  States  in  Ibroign  parts,  vr  at  any  place 
within  tile  Unitii  States,  or  their  torritoiieB, 
during  rebellion  agaiAst  the  supreme  autlMrity 
of  the  United  States,  shall  ibuce  a  safiHsu«rd, 
shall  suffer  death. 

On  the  twenty^tiifrd,  the  Seaaie  resumed-  the 
consideiation  of  tiie  bill,  and  the  amendment  to 
the  flfty-ilfth  article  #f  war  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  then  SMred  to  modify  Mr.  Wilkinson's 
amendment,  providing  that  no  part  of  the  money 
appropriated  shodld  be  expended  on  work  there- 
after pwfbrmed,  s6  that  it  w«uld  apply  to  work 
thereafter  commenced,  and  '•it  was  agreed  to. 
The  bill  then  passed  without  a  diyision. 
'  In  the  Uofttse,  on  the  twenty-ninth,  Mr.  Blair 
reported  from  the  Military  Committee,  in  favor  of 
concurring  hi  the  Senate  amendment,  excepting 
the  third  section,  providhig,  that  ao  volunteers 
should  be  mustered  into  the  service,  on  any  con- 
ditions cosfinhig  their  servke  to  the  limits  of  tiieir 
State,  and  that  the  House  non-concur  in  that 
amendment  The  report  of  the  committee  was 
concurred  in.  The  Senate,  on  the  thirtieth,  dis- 
agreed to  tile  amendment  of  the  House  to  the 
Senate  ttnendments.  The  House*  insisted  upon 
its  amendment,  asked  a  committee  of  osnfersnce^ 
and  the  4hair  appointed  Mr.  Blafa*,  of  MIesotiri, 
Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Hickman,  of 
Pennsylvania,  managers  on  the  pai4  of  the 
House.  On  the  fifth  of  February,  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilsoa,  insisted  on  its  disagree- 
ment concurred  in  a  committee  of  conference, 
and  the  chair  appointed  Ift*.  Wilson,  of  Massa- 
chuietts,  Mr.  'Gnmes, -^f  Iowa,  and  Mr.  Hender- 
son, of  Missouri,  managers. .  In  the  House,  on 
the  ninth,  ^r.  Blah*,  fi'om  the  eommittee  of  con- 
ference, reported  that  l£e  House  agree  to  the 
amendment  of  tiie  Senate,  with  an  amendoMDt, 
se  th^  itwetdd  read:  "That  novolunteen  or 
milithr  from  any  State  or  territory  shall  be  mu»> 
tered  into  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  «b 
any  terms  or  conditions  confining  their  services 
to  the  hnuts  of  sueh  State  or  territory,  or  thev 
vicinHy,  beyond  the  number  Of  ten  thousand  in 
Missouri,  and  firar  thousand  five  hundred  in 
Maryland,  heretofore  authorized  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Untted  Statea,  or  Secretary  of  Wsr, 
to  be  raised  m  said  States.**  Mr.  Lovejoy  moved 
to  lay  the  report  on  the  table,  but  the  motion 
was  loat^  and  it  wai|  then  adopted,  without  *a 
division.    In  the  Senate,  on  the  tenth,  Mr.  Wil- 


son, from  the  omnmittee  of  oonfereno 
repent,  which  wna  aanenaad  in;  anc 
was  approved  by  the  President,  on  the 
of  ibbmary,  ISIt. 

Na  XXII— The  BiUprwidingM  th 
qation  qf  an  additdojial  Article  of 
hibiting  Offi€4m  ofthg  Army  from  J 

0  Fugititiut  jrom  Service  or  La^or. 

In  tiie  Iloii  46  of  BepnsD en tatives,  on 
of  4uly,  18(ii,  Mr.  LwMyoy,  of  Illinoia,  i 
the  following  reaalution,  and  demanded 
viousqueation  upon  its  passi^:  '^Tl 
Judgment  of  this  House,  it  is  no  part  a 
of  &e  soldiers  of  t^  Uailed  States  1 
aod  rateim  fugitive  ahivw."  Mr.  M 
Kentucky,  moved  to  lagr  it  upon  the  ta 
sixty-six ;  nays,  eighty-one.  The  quest 
riug  on  agseeinc  to  the  resolution,  Mr. 
Illmois,  demanded  the  yeas  and  nay$«^ 
were  ordertd — ^naa,  ninety-three;  m 
five. 

In  the  ScMrte,  on  tits  Iburth  of  ] 
1861,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Masaachnsetts,  g 
of  his  intention  to  introdnce  d  bill  to  ] 
fiews  and  privates  of  the  amvf  for  arrt 
taining,  or  detivering  pef^ona  claimed  o 
skves.  Mr.  Lov^y,  of  Illinois,  in  t 
of  RepreeentativeBt  on  the  fourth  of  J 
1861,  introduced  a  bill,  Making  it  a  pei 
to  capture  or  return,  or  aid  in  the  oapt 
turn  of  fugitive  slaves.  It  was  read  '■ 
its  consideratien  postponed  to  the  ten 
cemben;  In  the  Senate,  on  tile  seven 
December,  Mr.  Sumner,  of  Mas8achus< 
duced,  and  asked  for  the  immediate  con 
of  a  resolution,  providing  that  the  Con 
Military  Affiurs  and  ihe  Mihtia  be  d 
consider  the  expediency  of  providing, 
tional  legislntioii,  that  our  nati<»al  ar 
not  be  employed  in  the  snrsKider  o 
slaves.  Mr.  MeDougall,  of  California, 
the  resolution  went  over  under  the  rul 
oaoM  up  for  coMideration  the  next, 
Sumner  staled  that  ha  fand  maeived  co 
tlena  in  regavd  to  the  ootrsgea  oommiti 
armies.  He  said  he  was  glad  ta  ffnow 
and  colleague,  the  Ghaarman  of  the  < 
on  Ifihtery  Afiaifs,  promiaad  us  nt  one 
meet  tins  prievance;  It  ought  ta  bo  i 
pramptiy,  and  tohe  passed  at  onoe.  It 
of  P6nnBvhrania,«pprAen(iid  that  thei 
no  possible  difficult  whatever  upon 
tion  hi  any  of  its  aspects.  The  resol 
agreed  to.  • 

Iftr.  Witoon^  of  Iowa,  on  th6  twent 
Deoember,  effesad  the  foUowing  nsol 
demanded  the  preffous  quaatian  upon  ; 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be 
to  report  a  bill  to  this  House,  for  the  * 
of  an  additionsl  article  of  War,  when 
ficers  in  the  military  service  of  th 
Ststes,  should  Us  prohibMnd  fl^mi  usiB| 
tion  of  the  forces  nniur  their  respec 
mands  for  the  purpose  of  returning  fugi 
service  or  labor,  and  to  provide  for  tii 
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nMnt  of  Bodk  offioen  m  migilit  Tiolftto  said  ms 
tide  bjr  dismisflia  iwn  IbeMrviao. 

Mr.  Wilflofl,  9i  MMsaehOMtts,  on  the  UpmiC^i 
third  of  Heeember,  introduoed  m  Mil  in  relallon 
to  the  wmst  dT  versone  claimed  to  be  held  to 
service  or  hthir  hy  the  offiotrs  of  the  militflrr 
and  BAT«1  serriee  of  the  Wntied  States*  whfidb 
waavead  twiee,  and  referred  t»  tbeOoOHDtttee  on 
Military  AMra.  It  deelared  that  officers  in  the 
military  semee  of  the  IMted  Stales  have,  with- 
out the  anthofity  of  Uw,  «ad  againat  the  phdn- 
eat  didatee  of  jnstiee  aad  hwnaaitjp^  caosed 
persona  dainnd  aa  fiigitives  from  aMrriee  or 
labor  ta  ba  acted,  held  and  delrrend  np\  and 
that  aiM^  aondoit  has  brought  disoroik  open 
ovD'  wms  and  repreadi  open  oar  Govemaient ; 
and  it  thqeHw  yroeeeded  to  evact^  that  any  ol^ 
ficer  in  tiia  aitiUiij  or  navti  serfloe  of  the 
United  States,  who  should  cause  a^  person, 
claimed  to  be  held  to  servioB  or  labor  dt  reason 
of  African  descent,  to  be  seized,  held,  detained, 
or  delivered  up  fo  or  for  any  persons  claiming 
sueh  service  or  tebor,  ahoidd  be  deemedb  guilty 
of  a  mi8demeaiior,and  should  be  dishonorably 
discharged,  and  IbT  ever  ineligible  to  any  ap- 
pointment in  the  military  ar  nand  aervioe  of  Am 
United  States. 

On  the  sixth  of  January,  1869,  Mr.  Wflson 
reported  baek  his  bftt  from  the  Oommittee  on 
Military  Affairs,  with  an  amendment.  On  the 
seventh  of  January,  Iffr.  Wflson  called  il  up, 
and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 
The  OommitiBe  on  Ikfilitary  Affairs  reported  aa 
amendmmt  to  strfte  out  all  of  the  original  bfil, 
and  insert  as  a  substitute:  That  it  rtiould  be  un- 
lawful fbr  anyoffleer  in  the  military  or  nkval 
service  of  the  United  States  to  cauae  any  person 
claimed  to  bcrMd  to  servioe  or  labor  li^  reason 
of  AfHcan  demnt  to  be  seized,  held,  detained, 
or  delivered  up  to  or  ibr  any  person  claiming 
such  service  or  isfcof ;  and  any  officer  so  offend- 
ing should  be  dischargbd  from  service,  and  be 
for  ever  in^gible  to  any  appointment  in  the  mili- 
tary or  naval  service  of  the  Ufllted  States.  Mr. 
Saulsbury,  of  Delaware,  moved  its  indefinite 
postponement — ^yeas,  thirteen;  nays,  twenty- 
three.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Carli^e,  of  Tvginia,  it 
was  temporarily  hud  on  the  table. 

The  Senate,  on  tiie  sixteenth  of  Januafy,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  took  from  the  table  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  Ihe  bill  to  punisli 
persons  hi  the  military  and  naval  service,  for 
arresting  and  d^vering  fugitive  slaves,  ^fte 
pending  queatton  beinjg  on  the  amendmnt  re- 
ported from  the  Oommittee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
strike  out  the  ori^al  bill,  and  hisert  Hie  amend- 
ment as  a  subititnte,  Mr.  CoUanier,  of  Vermont, 
said  :  **  Without  criticising  at  all  the  ibrm  of 
expression  of  the  proposed  amendment,  I  offer 
a  subs^tute  for  it.  whiAi  I  send  to  the  chair  J 
*No  officer  of  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  flie  volunteers  or  miHtia  ita  the 
service  of  the  Unifed  States,  iAhA  assume  or  ex- 
ercise any  mflltary  o0mmand  or  authority  to  ar- 
rest, detain,  hold  or  controil  any  person,  on  ac- 
count of  such  person  being  holden  to  servioe  as 


of  African  4esoent ;  and  any  such  officer  so  of 
ftaiding  shall  be  dismissed  from  service.*  *'  Mr. 
WihM>n  acoepted*  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Seaater  fr<tm  Vermoiit  Mr.  Powell  asked 
that  the  bil  be  postponed,  and  the  anendment 
he  printed,  ^^in  order  #iat  we  may  tiave  some 
time  to  look  into  a"  ''The  amendment,^  re- 
pUai  Mr.  Wilson,  ''is  very  pfein  and  simple:  a 
eliM  evi  annprefaend  its  import  I  hope  that 
Hiis  important  bIH,  which  ought  to  have  been 
pnnM  OR  the  second  da^  of  iMn  seseion,  #nr  the 
honor  of  the  country,  will  not  be  postponed  any 
longer.  **  I  have  drawn  trp,'*  said  Mr  Saulsbury, 
"very  hurriedly,  an  amendment,  which  I  pro- 
peee  to  insert  as  an  additional  section:  'Nor 
shall,  any  soldier  or  officer,  under  like  penalty, 
entice  away  or  detain  any  peraan  held  to  serv- 
ioe W  labor  in  the  United  Stotes,  from  his  er  her 
master  or  ownsa.'  If  yo«  adopt,"  said  Mr. 
Saidsbury,  "the  amendment  of  tiie  Senatar  fr«m 
Yenftont,  you  make  ft  penal  fbr  i^  soldier  or  offi- 
cer to  return  even  to  a  loyal  master  or  owner 
his  slave :  but  yon  provide  no  penalty  against 
any  soldier  or  any  officer  for  depriving  even  a 
leyal  master  of  the  services  of  his  slave.  My 
amendment  proposes  to  prohibit,  under  the  same 
penalty,  an  officer  or  a  soldier  of  the  ahny  from 
decoyif^^  or  enticing  away  from  Utte  service  a 
slave,  or  from  harboring  a  slave." 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesote,  proposed  to  amend  Mr. 
Saulsbury's  amendment  by  adding,  "  who  may 
be  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States,"  and  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Oollamer  thought  that,  under  Mr.  Saulsbury's 
amendment,  if  any  soldier  wanted  to  get  dis- 
missed from  the  service,  he  would  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  entice  a  slave  and  he  would  get  him- 
self and  the  slave  both  dismissed.  "  I  am  op- 
posed," said  Mr.  Wilson,  "to  this  amendment  in 
every  shape  and  form,  and  to  any  legislation  pro- 
tecting, eavering,  or  justifyine  slavery  for  loyal 
or  disloyal  masters.  What  I  want  to  do  is  to 
put  upon  the  statute-book  of  this  oeantry,  a  pro- 
hibition to  the  officers  of  the  army  from  arrest- 
ing, detaining,  and  delivering  up  persons  claimed 
as  fhgitives,  by  the  use  of  military  power."  Mr. 
Pearce,  of  Maryhuid,  said:  '*The  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  objecte  to  a  proposition  which 
forbids  officers  and  sddiera  of  the  army  from  en- 
ticing, harboring,  or  preventing  the  recovery — 
that  Is  the  amount  of  it — of  a  fugitive  slave, 
known  to  be  sueh,  np&n  the  application  of  his 
maaler,  known  to  be  his  lawful  owner,  acoording 
to  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  he  lives.  What 
is  the  effect  of  that  f  It  is  an  invitation  to  all 
tie  lAavas  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  who  can  do 
so,  to  resort  to  this  camp,  sure  of  protection  there, 
first,  because  no  officer  of  the  army  can  order 
their  drfiver^  up  to  their  master,  however  loyal, 
or  however  mdisputeble  hb  title  My  be  to  that 
slave." 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate ;  and, 
pending  the  question  of  concurring  in  Mr.  Ool* 
lamer's  amendment,  the  Ohair  aftnouMed  the 
special  order  of  th^  day. 

in  the  H9use,  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri,  on  tiia 
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twenty-Afth  of  February,  reported  from  tlieGoift- 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs  a  biM  to  make  aa  ad<ii-' 
tional  article  of  war.    The  bill  provkied,  tfait 
hereafter  the  foliar  iog  shaU  be  iHfvnialgated  «• 
an  additiowkl  trtiele  of  war  for  the  gOTemment 
of  the  arm^  of  the  Uniled  Statea,  and  ahall  hm 
obeyed  and  observed  as  such :  ^*  All  offlceis  are 
prohibited  firom  eaiploying  any  ef  the  fotMS 
un4er  their  respective  comisand»4or  the  ^r^oM 
of  returning  fugitives  frem  service  or  labor  wh# 
may  have  eacaped  from  any  persona  to  ^tkmm 
Buoh  serviee  er  labor  is  claimed  to  be  dua    Any 
oflSoer  who  shall  be  fovnd  guilty  hf  oenrt«iar^ 
tial  of  violating  this  article  ahall  be  dismissed 
from  the  s^vioe."    Mr.  Bingham,  o|  Ohio,  moved 
to  add,  after  the  word  ^'officesm"  the  words  **or 
persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the 
United  States  ;^'  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to.      ''You,"  said  Mr.  Mallory,  of  Kentucky, 
''  aie  deciding,  by  this  article  of  war,  that  the 
Prettd«nt  of  the  United  States  ihall  aot  be  |^« 
mitted  to  send  a  military  feroe  into  a  State  te 
aid  the  authorities  of  that  State  in  enforcing  a 
national  law  which  stands  on  your  statute-book.'* 
Mr.  Mallory  wished  to  postpone  the  bill  to  the 
third  Wednesday  in  March.     Mr.  Lovcjoy  ob- 
jeoted  to  Mr.  Blair  yielding  the  -floor.    Mr.  Blair 
would  yield  Mie  floor  to  w.  Mallory  for  the  pur- 
pose indicated.     Mr.  Bingham  hoped  Mr.  Blair 
would  not  yield  the  floor  to  allow  this  bill  to  be 
postponed  to  the  end  of  March :  '*  If  that  practice 
IS  to  be  pursued  by  the  army  and  navy  under  Uie 
American  flag,  it  ought  to  cover  with  midnight 
blackness  every  star  that  burns  upon  its  field  of 
axure,  and  with  everlasting  infamy  the  men  who 
dare  to  deseorate  it  to  such  base  uses."    Mr. 
Vallandigham,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table ;  upon  which  Mr.  Bingham  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays— yeas,  forty-foar;  nays, 
eighty^eveo.     Mr«  Blair  demanded  the  previous 
question  upon  the  l^iU  and  amendment ;  ao^  it 
was  ordered.     He  did  not  wish  to  press  the  bill 
to  a  vote  to-night,  and  moved  an  adjournment ; 
but  the  motion  was  lost — ^yeas,  fifty-oioe ;  nays, 
sixty-one.     The  question  was  then  taken  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill— yeas,  eighty-three;  nays, 
forty-two.    So  thA  bill  passed  the  House. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourth  of  March,  Mr. 
Wilson  repoiied  back  from  the  MiUtary  Com- 
mittee, without  amendmeoti  the  House  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  promulgation  of  an  additional  ar- 
ticle of  war,  fiorbiddijig  officers  or  peraona  in  the< 
military  and  naval  service,  on  pain  of  dismissal 
from  the  serviaa,  to  arrest  or  returoi  fiigitive 
sUves.  M&  Davis  would  like  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, and  desired  thait  the  bill  should  up  over 
until  to-morrow.  Mr.  Wilson  wonld,  with  |ho 
understanding  that  we  take  up  the  bill  and  act 
on  it  to-morrow,  withdraw  his  motion  to  frocaed 
to  its  consideaation,  and  the  proposition  wa«  as- 
sented to. 

On  the  teolh  of  Mvch,  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to 
take  up  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives t»  make  an  additional  article  of  war.  ^^  I 
move  to  amend  the  bilV*  nid  Mr.  Davis,  "  by 
inserting  after  the  word  *  due,*  in  ^  eleventh 


laae  of  tha  first  section,  Hie  words,  ^and  also 
from  detaining,  jMurberioi^  or  aaneealiog  any  such 
fagilaaa.* "  Mr.  Saolabury  moved  la  amend  by 
adding  at  tha*end  of  tlte  first  seatiatt,  ''That 
this  articb  shall  net  applgr  in  the  States  of  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  Miaaouri,  and  Kentucky,  nor 
elaaarhere  where  Am  f  edeaai  autboiity  ia  Mcog- 
niaedor  ean  b*  eafcroed^-^yeas,  aaven;  fmys, 
tbkty.  Mr.  SaiOabory  OMred  to  aaa^i  tho  bSl 
by  insertiog  after  the  wani  ''due*' in  the  eleventh 
liaa  of  the  irst  sectioa,  the  vorda,  "or  for  the 
purpose  ef  aatiaJBg  ar  doooyiag  auch  peraona, 
held  to  aeavice  or  laboi^  ft9m  the  aarvioe  qf  their 
leyal  masters."  The  qiaaaiiDn,  beings  taken  by 
yeas  and  naya,  reanlted<*-yeas,  tan ;  nays,  twen- 
ty-niaa^  The  bill  was  then  passed — yeas,  twen- 
ty-nine; nays,  njpe.  It  was  appnaed  by  the 
Poasident  on  the  thuteenth  ol  Mftrch,  186^. 

Na  XXIir.— ^4  BiU  to  frow44  for  the  Ap- 
poMmtni  qf  Sutlers  ia  the  Volunteer  Serv- 
ice^ and  to  define  their  Duties, 

In  tha  Senate,  on  theaacond  of  January,  1862, 
Mr.  Wilaon,  of  Masaaahuaattsi  a^^nseably  to  no- 
tioa,  introduced  a  bill  {or  the  api^omtment  of  sut- 
leaa  in  the  voUmteers,  and  to  dafioa  their  duties, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  ta  the  Com- 
mittia  en  Military  Aiaira.  On  tha  aeventh,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  it  back  witin  amendments^  The 
bill  provided: 

Tliat  the  inspector^nerals  of  the  frmy  should 
constitute  a  bcMurd  of  officers,  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  prepare  a  list  of  suoh  articles  as 
might  be  sold  by  sutlers  to  the  offiaers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  volunteer  service — the  list  to  be  sub- 
iect  to  such  revision  as,  in  tha  judgment  of  the 
board,  the  good  of  the  sarvioa  might  reqmre ;  but 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquocs  would  be  in  no 
way  authonaed  by  the  board.  A  oopy  ef  the 
lis^  and  of  a^y  subsequent  change  therein,  and 
a  oopy  of  the  act  should  be  tonished  by  the 
board  to  tha  oommanding  officer  of  each  brigade 
and  of  each  r^ment  not  attached  to  any  brigade 
ia  the  volunteer  aarvice. 

That  the  acting  brigiadier^general,  suif^eon, 
quartennaster,  and  commissary  of  a  brigade 
snould  constitute  «  board  of  officers,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  affix  to.  each  article  in  the  list  a 
price  fox  said  brioade,  which  ahovid  be  h^  them 
forthwith  reported  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  division,  if  aaiy,  to  which  said  brigade  is  at 
tached,  for  his  approval,  with  or  without  modi 
fication,  and  who  should,  after  such  approval, 
report  the  aame  to  the  inspector-gj^neral ;  and  the 
same,  if  not  disapproved  by  him,  should  be  tbe 
price  not  eiEceading  which  said  articles  might  be 
sold.  WhenavQf  any  brigade  shpald  not  be  at* 
tached  to  a  divisioni  said  prices  should  then  be 
reported  directl|r  to  the  inspector-general,  and  if 
approved  by  him,  should  be  the  price  fixed  for 
such  brigade  aa  aforesaid  \  and  whenever  any 
rogimant  should  be  unattached  to  any  brigade, 
the  acting  colonel,  lieutenant-oalonel,  major,  and 
two  senior  captains  t)iereof  should  constituto  the 
board  of  officers  by  whom  the  price  of  Uie  ar- 
tidea  should  be  fixed  for  said  regiment  in  the 


iKxmii&iinL 


tame  manner  as  was  provided  for  an  anattachad 
brigadei  The  pricea  ao  ixai  naght  he  changed 
by  the  boards  reapectirely  from  time  to  timi  do^ 
ohener  than  ance  in  thirty  dayft 

Th«t  it  should  he  the  duty  of  the  oonananding^ 
oOioep  of  each  brigade,  upon  receipt  of  a  oopy  of 
the  liel  aad  oopy  of  the  act,  ta  came  one  sutler 
for  eacAi  fegiment  in  his  brignte,  to  he  setoeted 
by  the  coitadaaioiied  officera  of  aneh  ragimeRt, 
which  selection  riiouM  her  by  him  reported  to  the 
adjutant-goaeral  of  Ae  anny;  and  if  th#  ta»e 
waa  not  disapproted  by  the  flaaretary  of  War, 
the  person  so  seleotod  afatfukl  be  eomaiissiened- 
as  sole  aiithsr  of  the  MgisMnt  Any  vacancy  in 
the  office  of  sailer,  caused  by  the  disapproval  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  or  fron  tfsy  other  eansft, 
shoald  be  filled  in  the  same  way  as  an  original 
appoiniment  * 

That  the  sutlers  chosen  sad  conwaissie^ad 
fihoold  each  he  authelizcd  to  salt' to  the  officer 
and  aol<£ers  of  the  re^hnent  for  wlMi  he  had 
been  chosen  the  srlleles  designated  4n  the  list 
provided  in  the  act,  and  none  others,  sad  at 
prices  not  eaeeeiing  these  adixed  to  the  articles. 
He  shoidd  keep  theUst,  together  with  a  oopy  ef 
the  act,  posted  up  ta  some  oonspieaoas  part  af 
the  plaoe  where  he  made  his  sales. 

That  it  sheuAd  be  the  daty  of  the  mspester* 
general  to  cause  the  plaoe  ef  sale  and  articles 
Kept  for  that  purpose,  by  the  sutlers,  to  be  in- 
spected from  time  to  time,  once  in  fifteen  da^  at 
least,  by  some  oompeteat  oftcer,  and  such  change 
es  in  the  plaoa,  or  in  the  quaKty  and  chafnetep 
of  the  artidea  mentioned  in  the  list  so  kepi  as 
should  be  required  by  said  efioer,  skouM  be  con- 
formed to  by  each  aatler. 

That  there  should  be  no^  sutler  appointed  for 
or  permitted  te  sell  to  or  trade  with  the  t>ftcers 
or  soldiers  of  aAy  regiment  in  the  volanteer  sir- 
viee  except  aueh  as  shoald  be  aelseted  and  eom- 
misaioned  in  eoatomity  with  the  provisioni  of 
this  act 

That  any  sutler  who  shoald  violate«ay  ef  the 
provisions  of  this  act  should,  «poa  eonvietiaife 
thereol^  be  dhuMsed  fiam  the  serviee  aad  be  in- 
eligible to  a  reftppoinlment,  uid  should  forfeit  AU 
goods,  ohatlala,  and  eflbcts  fmnd  wilMn  the  Knes 
of  the  armor  at  4llm  tims  ef  each  violation,  one 
half  to  tAte  asetf  the  United  9ta*n  aad  the  other 
half  to  the  use  of  tfie  parssu  or  persons  who 
should  furnish  such  evidence  as  shcmld  lead  ta  a 
conviction  ler  any  stadi  violattoa, 

TbeMiliCaiy  Gommittee  proposed  4i>  amend  the 
first  section,  teqohing  reporta  to  be  amda  taihe 
adjutanl>Miflial  inaMad  af  the  iaspsetor^pea- 
erals,  and  tha  aflMidment  waa  agsaed  te.  Tha 
Committee  proposed  to  strike  out  the  pssviaiea 
prohibiling  the  appeiatiiMint  if  a  seller  extep^ 
iiuch  as  should  be  aeleoted  aooonttng  to  the  dkk 
visionaaf  the  ae^  and  inaevt that  '^ac^penon  ahali 
be  permitted  ta  aa^  as  saHsr  ontaaa  appointed 
according  to  thepfovieioaa  of  this  aot|  nerahaH 
any  persoa  be  sutler  ftr  mare  than  aaeragioMat ; 
nor  shall  any  sutler  imm  sat  or  uaiuilat  the  ba- 
siness  oC  autling  er^e  privilegea  granted  to  him 
)y  bis  appointment;  nor  shall  any  oflker  of  tiM 


aiaay  reoeive  fix>m  any  sutler  any  money,  or 
other  presents;  and  any  ottcar  receiving  aoch 
ptaaents,  ihreetly  «p  hidlrectly,  shall  he  dismissed 
ffsm  tha  servioa.  Ife  sutler  aludl  sell  to  an  en- 
listed man  on  credit  to  a  sam  eiaaeding  oae  fouvth 
of  his  monthly  pay  vithia  the  saais  month ;  nor 
shall  the  fsgimental  quartemaaters  aMsw  the  use 
of  anay  wagoas  for  autlara^  purpssas,  nor  shsll 
the  <|iaiituiiiuietciffa'  oeaveyanaes  be  used  for  the 
tiansportation  of  autUrs'  supplies:  Proeidedf 
That  aoUiiag  herein  contained  shall  he  ah  con- 
strued as  to  give  Sutlers  a  lien  upsa  aay  part  of 
the  ssidiw's  pay."  The  amendment  was  agreed 
Uk  Bir.  Ltnim,  of  Kansas,  moved  to  stiika*out 
aH  afbar  the  saactiag  elaase  and  tnsart  as  a  aub- 
stitute:  ''Ihat  froai  and  alter  the  first  day  of 
February,  1S6^  the  position  sf  r^mssAal  and 
baigade  sattms  ahaU  hoabslisfaed  hi  the  army  hf 
the  United  States,  regular  aad  aoluateer  foroaa" 
Mr.  Lane  dselared  regimental  avtters  anaeees- 
sary  to  the  service ;  tkM  sutler  was  an  aotaai  hi- 
jury  to  the  servtce.  Mr.  Witoon  had  iatended, 
whan  he  moved  in  the  matter  early  ia  the  ses- 
sion^  to  abolish  the  sutlers  aad  adopt  a  system 
sueh  as  we  had  in  ihe  navy ;  but  after  eensalting 
with  the  Qaartermaster-Geoersl,  the  Oomnrissary- 
Greneral,  the  laspestor-Qsnenils, -the  offiosrsnn 
the  field,  aad  with  gentlemen  sf  Urge  eaperlence, 
he  had  found  it  very  difleult  to  ap^y  to  the  land 
volunteer  force  the  system  so  saocesafuMy  iMyrk- 
ing  in  tha  aavy.  He  theiafore  proposed  to 
regulate  rather  than  abolish.  Mr.  Ten  %ek,  of 
New-Jersey,  thoaght  the  bill  proposed  would 
correst  ^e  abuses  coaiplaiaed  e£  kr.  Wilkin- 
son, of  Minnesota^  was  opposed  to  IIm  bill,  aad 
in  fttvor  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lane.  Mr.Pes- 
seadea  waa  in  fcvsr  of  sosae  bill  that  would  cor- 
rest thaabusss,  «kl  the  prspositlan  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son struck  him  favorably.  }Sst,  OasUsle  mssed 
te  resoBuait  the  hill  with  tnstructiana  te  report  a 
bill  providing  for  a  tobaoso  aatiatt,  sad  ahaliahiag 
sutlers  altsgetber.  Mr.  Chimes  hopsd  the  motisa 
of  kfar.  OarUsle  would  not  be  adopted.  Mr.  Car- 
lisle woald  ^««tEike  at  the  exiBtanoe  of  thesaofii- 
eei ;  cut  them  down  if  they  srs  uanecessary ; 
guard  the  soWier  ia  the  ftald  from  tito  sharks 
that  are  now  folliwitug  the  armf,  thatars  absorb- 
ing what  a  genm'oas  €lavernmant  is  giving  to  its 
sahyers  for  thstr  sarvises,  aad  that#re  tlmiiing, 
as  I  know  is  the  case  ia  my  owb  portioa  of  the 
oeantvy,  on  tha  eharitiss  ^  thsss  with  wham  the 
fomiliasvf  tbs  setdisra  sasida  tatoaiah^i  them 
ths  aaeaas  of  auppsrk"  Oa  the  thirteeath,  tiie 
Ssaate  resi»e^  the  soabideaatisB  of  the  bill, 
the  pending  qaestioM  bilag  sa  lir»  OaaUsle^s 
mstiia  ^fsoommft  with  instrusHaiK  Mr.  Hiie 
was  for  the  ahslition  of  sutlarships  BiMagi^her. 
Mr.  WfisoD  sah^if  Semitors  did  not  wish  t6  pass 
thsMl  thera  was  hait  sae  othaa  phtn  -ta^cidopt, 
and  thai  mas  to  aathsiiBe  ths  Qaaemment  to 
fundih  ths  needed  articles,  and  ta  auttiorise 
auartermasters  ta  draw  for  tten  and  deliver 
tWm  to  asldisvs  at  oast  prices.  Mr.  OoiUmer 
soggesled  the  •modiflcatiaBr  sf  Mir.  ihiiisls's 
amendment  so  that  tobaoss  may  be  ftimished  to 
Boldima  #ho-srould  pay  for  it;  and  the  motion 
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wfts  BO  modified.  On  the  twdnty-Qinth«  tiio  Scoite 
resimed  the  coDaidewttoa  of  Am  hiU.  Mr,  WiU 
son  steted  tfait  his  oi^iiiil  Mifoee  ww  to  M 
the  eervioe  of  sutlars  and  adopt  a  «jwt6M  siifih 
as  easted  in  the  ovfr ;  and  he  had  pvapared  with 
some  care  aaoh«  biM,  aad  ha  was  rea^jr  to  pr«^ 
sent  it  ftit  *'  o«  refleetioo,  on  aU  the  eaanin- 
atlon  I  can  give  ibm  aulyeat,  en  ivfuirjr  ai  ihe 
War  Ofllce,  at  the  oemoMasaiy  depMrtniaal,  ai 
the  quartarmaster^B  depaflaieat,  on  coasaUation 
with  ottcm  m  the  Md»  I  am  satisfied  that  Mm 
oririnal  biU  aa  it  was  reported  b\f  the  Oommittee 
on  Mihtary  Manra,  wlueh  is  a  bill  of  regulation, 
will  BBrasBt  nea^f  all  the  abuiea  that  now  existb 
I  therefore  pnfar  to  make  an  amendment  to  the 
first  aaotion  of  the  eiiginal  hiU,  an  amendment 
which  I  hmw  ycipved,  as  oonsnltation  with  ser- 
end  ofioeraan  the  fl«id,  and  with  parnsni  wha 
undwBtand  the  snhjait 

''Ipraf>oae«aadd  totheflrstamtsDca  oi  the 
first  aaslion  of  the  bill  the  lis^  of  aptides  that 
we  propeae  t0^  allow  sutlers  Uk  aelL  This  lisi 
may-  be  madified  uid.  changed  by  the  inspao- 
tor-generals  of  the  andy,  from  time  to  time,  as 
thejr  aee  fit  I  propose  to  amend  the  fimt  aectioa 
of  the  bell  so  it  will  read :  That  the  Inspector^ 
OeMral  of  tha<«rmf  shall  constitute  %  board  of 
officsM,  whoaa  du^  it  shall  he  to  prepare  ia^ 
mediati^  itfUa  the  paaisgn  of  this  aot»  a  list  or 
Bohednle  al  the  fallowing  articles,  which  ma¥  be 
soM  by  satkrs  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Tohinleep  aenriei^  to  wit :  Apples,  dned  apples, 
oranges,  figs,  lemons,  butler,  oheens^  milk,  surop- 
mdassea^  raisins,  eandle^  crackers,  waMetSi 
baeoms,  comforters,  hoots,  pocket  looking-glass- 
es, tin  glassss»  tin  wash-baaias,  shiri-buttons, 
h(Hii  and  braaa  button^  newBpapera»  boek%  ta- 

brnshee,  dotlMa-brusheai  tooth-bmshes,  hair- 
brushes, eaaraa  and  fine  aomhs,  emery,  ero^ 
ciM^  pnnhat  handhwnohinfa,  atatiooery,  apmor-oil, 
smaetoil,  aattsn  stone,  rssorwatropa,  raBoc%  shav- 
ing'Soapy  soap^auapenderfl^aciaaeaB,  shoh^trings, 
needle%  tbtiiad,  kaives,  pencils,  and  Jkistol- 
briok."  The  asMndmant  was  agreed  tow  Mr. 
Lane'ainelian  t»  nmimd,  by  atriUng  out  att  after 
the  eneoting  nlanaB,  And  inamtiog  a  provision 
ahaliahing  sntlerships  altogether,  was  lost  The 
bill  was  Hieajpassad  wthmit  a  diviaian.  In  thm 
House,  on  the  fifth  of  Mariii,  lir.  BUir,  frona^the 

bill  to  praviie  te  the  appointment  t>f  antiaw> 
Onthe  tBntfa,  the  Homo  reanmad  ita  oowiidmn- 
tion^  !fhe  Miitafy  Qommittea  mported  an 
niiiiind—nt»  Alriking  oal  thn  enuamratiad  list  of 
articles  In  tba  flmt  aaotion^  jkod  the  amindmant 
was  anaad  te^  The  naoEt  amendment  proposed 
to  stme  ontihe  tfaM  aaotioB,  prvviding  for  the 
appohitamnt  of  antkn  hf  the  -officen  •f  rsgi- 
ments,  and  httve  them  appoiuted  as  paavidad  vy 
law.  Ihe  amendment  was  loat  The.  Commit- 
tee reported  aa  amandmiB^  lo  the  fbuith  sectian, 
BTing  the  autler  a  hen  on  one  alxtla^f  the  o^ 
flce^  aai  saliiertf  pny^  Mr.  TheosM,  of  Maaaa> 
chuasttB,  paapoaed  to  mnsnd  theaeofeian  ao  as  t» 
declare  tiiat  the  autler  riioold  hsTO  aa  legal  alaim 


mK>n  aay.oflScer,  oan-oommissioaed  o 
pBTate,  to  an  amongt  aicoeeding  one 
his  pMT,  for  articles  sold  during  any  mo 
amendment  .was  agreed  to.  On  motiq 
White,  of  Indiaaa,  the  vote  striking  ou 
of  articles  in  the  first  section  was  reco 
and  the  amendment  rqjeofeed.  Mr.  W 
Penni^lyaaia,  proposed  to  modify  the 
tee's  amendment  to  the  fourth  section 
sutlers  might  have  a  lian  on  tlm  sold 
pimrided  that  they  shall  be  flowed  to 
the  articles  deajgnatad  in  the  list  or 
provided  in  the  aot  and  none  others 
prices  notasoeeding  those  affixed  to  si»Vi 
am  herein  pmvidied,  and  the  sectiou 
amended.  The  seventh  section  was  so  \ 
m  to  nrovide  that  any  sutler  who  shoul 
any  or  the  provisions  of  this  act  shoul 
cnfeaal,  with  conss^t  of  the  council  of 
tmtion,  be  ^smbiad  from  the  servica 
rich,  of  Mingesota^  proposed  a  new  seel 
viding.that  an^  regiment  shonld  have  t] 
to  dispense  with  a  sutlaiv  whenever  a 
of  the  regiment  should  80  determine ; 
amendment  "waa  lost  Mr.  Bl^m,  of  Ohii 
to  gubstitute  for  the  bill  an  amendment 
ing  that  the  office  of  sutler  in  the  volur 
vice  af  the  army  of  the  United  States  s 
abolished :  JPratidsd,  Tba|  the  act  Ul 
and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  fin 
the  oeming  May.  The  amendment  wa 
ed,  and  the  bill  as  amended  passed  v 
division.  In  the  Senate,  on  the  elev< 
motion  af  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  dis^ 
the  Honae  amendm^nta  to  the  sutle 
asked  a  committee  of  conference,  and  1 
appointed  Mr«  Wilson,  Mr.  Howard,  i 
Wright  eonferBoa..  The  House,  on  moti< 
BlaiVk  agreed  to  a  conference,  and  the 
appointed  Mr*  Blair,  of  Mipaouri,  Mr.  Mci 
of  PeansylTania,  and  Mr.  Richardaon,  of 
conferees  on  the  part  of  the  House. 
fourteenth  af  March,  Mr.  Wikmn,  from  i 
miltae  of  conference,  reported  that  th( 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  first 
fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  amendments 
Honae ;  that  the  Senate  recede  from 
greement  to  the  seeondamendmint  of  th 
winch  gave  a  liei»  of  one  sixth'  on  the 
p^  of  offioera  and  pnaates,  with  a  pro? 
if  any  p^rmaater  in  the  service  of  th« 
States  should  allow,  as  pay  nny  greater 
ai^  8iitle»  than  that  thereby  Authorized 
tamed^m  the  pay  of  the  officers,  non- 
uaned  offiaaraimiislcians,  ov  privates,  foi 
said  by  any  sutler  during  an^  one  mon 
the  amount  so  allowed  ar  paid  by  the 
tar  should  ha  chafed  agakist  the  said 
tar,  and  deduistad  from  his  pay,  and  reti 
tfeu  officer,  non-covunisaioned  officer,  q 
or  private^  Bgaiuat'  whom  the  amount  wa 
allty  ahaigsd*  And  any  captain  or  li< 
commanding  a  «impsuy»  who.  nAght  cei 
pagr^oll,  hnarlgg  a  ohaage  in  &vor  of  tl 
ai^nst  any  offiosTy  nog-commissioned 
muiidan,  or  private,  lar^  or  greater  t 
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■txth'  of  the  monthly  pay  of  such  oAeor,  no*^ 
commiflfiRoned  offiooi^  BiiiiolBD,  tr  priiiite^  shsaM 
be  punished  at  th«  discretioii  of  a  covrt-maflial  i 
that  the  Benatc  recede  from  it9  dfcagieemetit  to 
the  eiglith  amendment  -of  the  Souee  with  an 
amendnRnt  providing  that  the  siitler  diamisoed 
for  TiolaDfetoii  of  the  latwa  ahouM,  in  addition,  he 
ineiigiMa  to  a  re&ppointmeak  aa '  antlir  in  the 
senrice  &t  the  United  atatan  The  repert  mn 
concurred  in.  Vhe  Hovsei  on  flie  aeiwiteenth, 
adopted  the  report  «f  the  oonferenoe  oauwilttee 
made  by  Ht,  Blatr,  and  th^  i^reaident  approfred 
the  hai  on  the  Dineteenlh  «f  Mareh,  IMS. 

Na  XXrV«— ./mi»<  hsiohUion  mthoriakig  Oi 
Seforetary  9f  War  to  accept  Moneys  ^mhv* 
pri^U^  by  onfr  8tat$  for  tike  FaymerU  qf  it$ 
Vofmnieen, 

in  tlie  Semite,  on  the  eieToaih  of  Iteeh,  ItM, 
Mr.  WihM>n,  from  the  llilitaij  Oonraiitteei  re» 
portvd  •jotot  reeolutiOB  to«ath(»iii»  the  8eere- 
tary  of  War  te  aoatpi  meneya  appropriated  by 
any  Steia  lor  the  paymeal  ef  ite  ▼olllntaaH^  and 
te  apply  tha  saflM  aa  direotei  by  aoeh  SlBt« 

It  aoltenriaed  Iha  Secaatery  of  War,  if  aay 
State  diHing  the  pasaent  whelMoa  ahorid  maiw 
any  appropmation  to  pa^^  the  ▼olunteera  of  that 
State,  to  tmank  the  same,  and  caose  it  to  ha  ap- 
plied  by  the  raymaat«-Qeneial  to  the  payaranta 
designed  by  the  legislaliae  act  makii^  the  appro- 
priation, in  the  same  manner  as  if  appropaated 
by  act  of  Oengresa ;  aiid  also  to  make  any  ngt»<> 
lations  that  might  be  necessary  fov  the  dishnrs^ 
ment  aad  praper  application  of  such  fnndi  ta  the 
specific  porpoae  for  whiah  they  mioht  be  appro* 
priatod  by  the  aevval  States.  On  tte  twelfth,  it 
was  considered  and  passed. 

The  Honsa^  on  the  thirtaaatK  om  mati^  of 
Mr.  Bteir,  nfefted  it  to  the  MiHtary  Oommiltee, 
and  on  the  aiiieteenth  Mr.  Olia,  df  Maw- York,  re- 
potted il  haeir  HHhaut  amendment.  AStm  de- 
bate, in  which  Mr.  Olin,  Mr.  StaaaM,  and^Mr. 
£dwante  took  p«t,  the  j<*it  raaakitkm  wte 
passed.  It  was  aMroaad  by  the  Rrmidcat  oa 
the  nineteenth  af  March,  1863. 

No.  XK^^^JIU  Jok^t  SmoluUan  wthormng 
iksPrmidmU  $^4Mmigmth4  Cimmandi^  Trocpe 

th0  mtms  Qmde^  w^Uhaui  regard  to  Stniority. 

In  theSenala,  on  ^elhnrteeathaf  Maaoh,  ISCS^ 
Mr.  WitaOb,  «f  MaBaabhuaitt8»  *mn  the  Oommil- 
tee  on  Militarr  AiBdrs,  reported  a  jotei  saaofaitlaa 
to  authoriae  via  ProsidMi^toaBBign  the  command 
of  tfoopa  in  Ihe  samoteld  or  dopaafeaant»  to  ofil- 
oers  of  the  aanm  gfade,  wilhaat  icfard  te  senioa* 
ity.  K  profMad  that  wtmneTe^  mOitary  apam 
tiona  mlghtffa^irethepresetoeeof<iwoorm«fa 
officens  af  the  same  gmde  in  tha  aaaw  field  m 
department,  tha  Praaideilt  might  aaaiga  the  cm^ 
mand  withoot  lagaij  to aaniori^rof  rank;  and 
also  that  he  might  diflaiss  from  tha  suriiiii,  at 
hia  discratten,  wilhewl  tha  satftentm  of  a  oanrt* 
martiati  wiy  offloer  af  Ihe  armyv^rhao,  in  hia 
judgment,  the  efldemy  «f  4fae-eavvioa  would  ha 
promoted. 


Mr.  ^hennan  thought  it  a  very  great  power  to 
aathoiise  the  Preaident,  at  hia  discretion*  to  dis- 
miaaaaoAaetb  Ma  fifsOe^iidl  dashed  thai  the 
imalutiaii  lAoakl  Ke  aver  for  caosideration*  On 
matienef  Mr.  Wilson,  tha  Senate^  an  tha  saaan- 
teanth,  rsaumed  the  aoaaideffatioa  of  the  reaahi- 
tion.  jhfter  rsmarka  by  Mr.  Bale  and  Mr.  N^fr- 
mtk,  itfraaMaommittadtothaMfillarjCommil- 
tea.  Ob  tha  aighteeath.  Mi.  Wilaon,  from  the 
Oommittee,  reported  it  hach  with  an  amendment 
to  ati4l£a«it  the  words  aathosiwng  tha  presi- 
dent to  dtmUmiteaa  tha  serriee,  al4is  discretion, 
without  the  aantenoe  of  a  eonrt-martial,  any  olfi- 
ofir  of  the  arfliy,  wken  in  hia  judgnaant  tha«ffi- 
eieney  of  the  aaniiiii  waold  hapfomated  thsraby ; 
the  amandaHHt  was  agraed  tel  The  joint  seso- 
Intiow  pramding  tha4  mheneamr  militaap  opera- 
titaa  mi^t  aaqmre  the  prsaenoa  of  two  or  mere 
officers  of  the  same  grade  te  the  aame  field  or 
depai  Ummt,  th^P^reaidaat  nidhtaaMgn  thoKsom- 
maad  of  tha  fomaa  in  anoh  field  or  depastmant 
withoat  regard  te  Seniori^  «f  rank,  was  passed 
H  ithsut  oppoaitiaik  In  thafioaaa,  on  the  seoand 
of  April,  aa  motion  af  Ma.  Featon,  ef  NawTYork, 
the  reaolotion  waa  reftired  to  the  Ifilitary  Com- 
mUtee. ,  Mr.  OUn  moved  te  sasenaider  the  vote 
of  ffafareaae,  and  it  was  agreed  te  yeas,  siaty- 
aarea:  nays,  tweaify-fipre.  Mr.  Steveaa  moved 
that  the  reaolalion  Me  aa  tha  tehltt— yaa%  ior^- 
four;  nays,  aizty-anai  Mr.  VaUaadlgbam  de- 
manded the  yeaa  and  nays  on  its  passaga  and 
they  weraordered— yeas,  eighty-one;  aaya,  «>rty. 
So  the  resetetioB  waa  paaaed)  and  approved  by 
the  JPkeddaat  on  the  tenrth  of  April,  18«a. 

Na  XXXh-^BUl  to  increcm  l3iB  J^ionoy  qf  tho 
JMieal  I^tpartmont  qf  ih$  Army. 

In  tha  Seaate^  on  tha  aeventh  of  Fahruary, 
Idfii,  M»^  Wilaon  introdtamd  a  hill  to  iaciaase 
the  efiloiaBey  of  tha  aaedBoal  dppMrtmant  af  the 
armp,  whiah  waa  read  twice  aad  reienad  to  the 
Oommittee  on  Military  Affiufa.  Oa  tha  twenty- 
seeand,  Mr.  Wilaon  a^^orted  it  hack  with  an 
amen  dm  it*  Xha  Sanata,  onAha  twantf  naaanth, 
moeedad  te  consider  it|  the  pending  question 
being  an  theasnendamnt  reported  hy  tha  Military 
Oonwiitlaa  Tha  aaiuudinsnt  pr^raaed  to  strike 
out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  aa 
•aMadmaat  of  teven  sectians,  in  the  natui<e  of  a 
aohatttute.  It  provided  liiat  theae  should  he 
added^o  the  pasaaot  madiaal  aorps  of  the  army 
te»  aaigaaaa  and  ten  assiateid^aniifaaM^  to  be 
privated  and  agpohilsd  uader  existing  laws; 
twenty  madicoh-aadets,  and  as  many  hospital 
atawards  aa  the  Sorgaon^Aeneral  wjfib^  eoasider 
neemaavy  for  the  -pnUic  amvioe.  lliat  the  Sar- 
gaa^Qaneral  ahould  haaa  the  nuak,  M^.  and 
emolnmaatoofi^brigadiea-geaaraL  There  almuld 
baane  aaaiatant  anrgoeim^neral  and  oaa  medioal 
inapaatar  gaaetal  of  hoyitela,  eaah  with  the  rank, 
pay y  Mid  aainluments  of^a  oolonel  of  oavaliy ;  and 
tha  madiosi  inipartna  gwppral  nhoiildhafa,  under 
tha  dimctiaa  m  tha  Sufgeoo-G^eoaral,  the  si^mt* 
viah>ih«f  all  thai  relatea  to  the  aaaitary  eoodilion 
of  the  army^  whether  in  taanaports»  quarter^  or 
fUmpa  agd  ef  the  hygiene,  pohce^  discipline,  and 
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eflScteney  of  field-  and  geiwral  hoifMlftlflf  aadM*  tl»  Militei^  Committee  was  agreed  to. 

sucb  regtilationa  as  might  thweafter  be  aatabJ  m^irad  to  amond  hy  lirihiiig  mit  the 

lished.     Thai  thewaho^d  h&  •ighi  nadiaal  »  •elaotba  fraaa  the  medioal  oorpa  ^f  th 

Bpectors,  with  tha  ranic^  pa^r;  aa4  iMokimaMUi|  fram  the  vokmlaer  madical  oorps  in 

~  '  of  the  ¥mled  States,  without  regw 
rank  wheo  ao  aaleoM;"  so  that  the 
coaid  aelact  in  or  attt  if  tha  military  se 
tha  amendoMnt  waa  re|ectad.  Mr.  ] 
OalifomHS  nK>vad  thaivaiBnteer  sur^ 
be  eiamiiied  |br  their  Ap^intaents 
■Hwndmcwt  was  not  agreed  la. 

On  molioii  of  Mr.  filmrman,  the  ame 
the  Militaaf  CommHtoa  was  amended  1 
out  the  worc^  "  that  the  S|irgeon-Gei 
haye  the  ranK,  pay,  and  emoluments  c 

Tfc 


,  m4  ^moimmmlbB 
each  af  a  lietilenaBt«olaaaI  of  earalry,  and  who 
should  be  diarged  with  Iha  duty  of  iaapecttpg 
the  sanitaiy  condition  of  twanaparta,  ipmrfewa, 
and  eampa,  af  iield  and  gaaasai  haapitida,  and 
wha  should  rspo^  to  the  aMdieai  inspectargea* 
oral,  under  auch  reguMtiana  aa  might  be  there- 
after eatahllshed^  all  ahwimataaoea  retarfing  to  Iha 
santtary  eandMon  and  want^of  tpoopa  and  of 
hospitals,  and  to  the  akHI,  efflcienoj,  md  good 
conduct  of  the  affioera-  and  atlndatfta  cooneated 
wi*  the  medical  departaMnt  VhaMia  Surgean* 
General,  the  assistadt  aofeon-gaaavdlt  aaedical 
inspectoKganoaal,  and  nsdical  iirapactara,  should 
be  appointed  by  the  Proaidant^  by  and  with  tha 
adviee  and  consent  nf  the  Senate,  by  aelectioa 
from  the  aui^soMM  af  the  army^  widiout  s^prd  to 
thevannk  when  ao  aelectad.  ttat  madical  par- 
▼eyors  shoald  be  chaiiged,  nnderthe  directinnof 
the  Aorgean-Genaaal,  with  the  aekolioa  and  pnr^ 
chase  of  att  medical  anppliaa,  inaloding  new  stand- 
ard preparatians,  and  of  all  boaki^  instrumental 
hospital  stores,  fhMiitnre,  and  othw  artides  !•- 

?uiiad  for  the  aick  and  wounded  of  tira'anny. 
n  all  casaa  of  emargeno^  thay  might  provide 
suoh  additional  aooommodationa  for  tim  siok  and 
wounded  «f  Iha  army,  «nd  might  tranaport  such 
medfcai  supplies  aa  ciranmstaaoaa  might  render 
neoasaary\  under  suoh  regulations  aa  aught  be 
thereafter  ealabliehed,  nnd  shonU  mdke  prompt 
and  immadiatoiaauos  upon  all  special  vaquisiliDna 
made  upon  them  under  such  circumstances  by 
medical  offioera;  an<f  the  special  requisitions 
should  consist  simply  of  a  list  of  the  articles  f^ 
quired,  the  quantities  required,  dated,  and  avned 
by  lira  medical  officer  repairing  thank  ThatwtMn- 
erer  tlraiwape^lai  geiiaial,  op  any  one  of  tiw  iMdi- 
calhiBpealcra^  shaeikl  report  aa  ofioaroCliiamad* 
ical  oorps  aa  diaquaKflad,  by  age  aa  otlraneiBa»  for 
promotion  to  a  higher  grada,  or  anfltted  for  the 
perforoMmaa  of  hi*  professional  duUea,  ha  aiwuld 
be  reported  by  Iha  Sasgeon-Genaial  lor  aaamina^ 
tion  to  a  madiaal  boards  as  provided  by  the  aeven- 
teenth  saolion  of  the  aat  ^praaad  August  third, 
1861. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amead  the  fourth  seo-i 
tion  by  striking  out  the  word  ^^sufgeona*'  and 
inserting  tha  worda  ''medical  aaapa,"  ao  lint  it 
would  piwlda  that  the  SargeawGanmal, 
sistant  anrgeon-geaaral,  mediafl 
end,  and  medical  inspaatom  alm^dd  ha  appoiat' 
ed  fh>m  Iha  madical  coepa  of  the  army,  instead 
of  the  surgeons.  After  dehata,  in  whmh  Mk. 
Fostmv  Mk.  Biea,  Mr.  Chimes,  Mr.  Wilson,  aad 
Mr.  Smerman  pwrtiafpatad,  Iha  aidandaMnt  to 
the  amaadBMnt  waa  agreed  ta  Mr.  Gciaasatlmn 
moved  to  aaMad  the  samaaeotioa  by  adding  after 
the  woids  inaerled  on  motion  of  Mr.  WekMM^  tha 
words  ''  or  of  the  vehmtaat  medioiA-  oorpa  in  tha 
service  of  the  Umted  Statea,*'  so  that  tha  offieear 
might  he  aelaelad  from  the  medieal  oorps  af  tim 
army  or  of  tha  volnnHera.  After  debate,  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  (kimes  to  the  amaadmeal  af 


dier-generaL"  The  amendment  of  th 
Oommittee  that  tlie  assistant  surge< 
and  the  medical  inspector-general  of 
shoald  hava  the  mnk,  pay,  and  emol 
colonels  of  cavalry*  and  on  motion  of 
mra,  tha  mards  ''eoionela  of  cava] 
sdickoB  oat,  and  ''auigeonaaf  ten  y< 
ice"  inasfUid.  On  mo«en  of  Mr.  Sh< 
amendnmnt  waa  Ihrlhar  amended,  se 
madical  inspectors  should. tuare  the  i 
and  amalnaMota  af  **  assistant  surgec 
years*  service,"  instead  of  ''  lieutenai 
of  oaaalry."  On  motion  of  Mr.  Grim 
amended  ao  that  the  provisk>ns  of  the  I 
continue  only  during  Iha  rebellion, 
amendment  <j  the  Military  Committee, 
ed,  was  agreed  ta,  and  the  hill  as  amen 
ed  without  a  division. 

Tbm  Mouse,  on  the  eleventh,  refeire< 
to  the  MiHtarv  Oommittea,  and  on  the 
was  veported  back  by  Mr.  Blair,  with  a 
ment,  m  the  nature  of  a  anhatatate ;  tt 
tttte  baiat  tha  cirifclail  bOl  reported  h} 
ate  Miiitwy  Committee.  On  the  elp;ht< 
Honaa  prooeedci  ta  oonsMer  the  bill, 
ing  oueslbn  being  on  Ike  anhaHtute  re 
the  iaitary#ammittee.  Mr.  Blair,  of 
Mr:  MoPheraon,  of  Feonsylvaaia,  Mr.  I 
of  Naer^Yark,  Mr.  Bkka,  af  Ohio,  and 
logg,  of  Illinois,  discaased  ita  provi8i< 
Sherman,  of  New- York,  moved  teamen^ 
stitute  by  adding,  at  the  end  of  the  ttre 
"that  their  pay,  and  that  of  rf)  hoflp 
aids  In  tha  volunteer  aa  well  as  hi  th< 
service,  ahall  be  fbrty-ive  dollars  per  m 
ona  ratioa,  ta  ha  computed  from  the  pi 
thwaat"  On  the  nhUh  of  April,  the  J 
snmad  tha  aonatdaration  of  the  bill  . 
bate^  Mr.  Sharman*a  amaadment  was  sj 
Uwk  MoPhaason,  of  Penns^vania,  then  i 
amend  tha  paapoflad  Buhstitnte  by  atri 
tha  msrda  ''the  aHrgea»«eaeml  to  he  a 
under  thia  act  shell  have  the  rank,  ] 
emolumeataof  a  hrigadieriganeral ;"  but 
bale  it  waa  la^acted.  Mr.  Vallaai,  of  ] 
vaaia,  moved  to  amend  by  sliikiag  out  i 
**  mydeiy"  aa  that  the  appointments  < 
made  fiWntba  anhmtaar  orfoguhu*  foroi 
amandmeat  waa  agreed  lo,  the  sabstitut 
ed4>y  the  Military  OommiltBe^  as  ameac 
adopted,  and  the  bUl  passed. 


M 


The  Senate,  on  the  tenth,  proceeded  fo  oonsf^v 
the  amendment  of  the  Hotiie,  iiid,  on  motfep  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  disagreed  to  it,  asked  a 
committee  of  conference,  and  Mr.  Wflson,  Mr. 
Lane,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  Nesmith,  Were  ap- 
pointed managers.  The  fll)hse  hisfstied  on  its 
amendments,  agf^ed  to  (he  coftinrittee  of  ooiifcr- 
ence,  and  the  speaker  appohited  Mr.  Blair,  tff 
Missouri,  Mr.  McPherson,  of  Pwinsyivaftia,  and 
Mr.  Steele,  of  New-Tork,  managers  on  tile  part 
of  the  House.  ^^ 

On  the  fourteenth,  Mr.  IfTlson,  from  the  oom- 
mittee  of  conference,  reported  that  •'  Ifce  Senate 
concur  in  the  afhendment  of  the  Home  to  the 
bill,  with  the  following  amendments :  in  seetiOh 
one,  Hne  seven,  after  the  word  ^serriee,'  strike 
out  the  words    *  shall  be  fortf-flye  dollars  per 
month  and  one  ration,*  and  insert  in  Neu  there- 
of the  words  'shall  be  thirty  dollars  per  month ;' 
and  at  the  end  of  said  section  add  as  follows : 
*  and  all  medical  cadets  in  the  serrfee  shall,  in 
addition  to  their  pay,  receive  one  ration  per  day, 
either  in  kind  or  commutation.*     In  section  sev- 
en of  said  amendment  of  Ihe  Kouse,  strike  out 
the  whole  section,  and  in  Nki  thereof  insert  the 
seventh  section  of  the  original  bill  of  the  Sensle, 
with  the  following  amendment  thereto :  at  the  end 
of  the  said  seventh  section  of  the  Senate  bill  add 
as  follows:  ^Prtnide^^  however,  That  when  this 
act  Rhall  expire,  all  ofSeers  who  shall  have  been 
promoted  from  the  medical  staff  of  the  army  un- 
der this  act  shall  retain  their  retpective  rank  in 
the  army  with  such  promotion  as  they  Would 
have  been  entitled  to.*^*    The  Senate  coweurred 
in  the  report    On  the  Bfteeifth,  Mr.  Blair  report- 
ed to  the  House,  and  the  report  was  agreed  to. 
So  the  bill  passed,  and  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  sixteenth  of  April,  18#S. 


of  the  hill }  it.  was  amended  on  motion  of 
■Mr.  Wilsoa^  so  aA  to  apply  only  to  soldieiy  in 
p^tauyMnt  hosptai^.— d  ptmma  without  a  divi 
sioik    in  the  ifciiie,  en  the  twelfth,  the  bill  was 
taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fealon^^f  New-York. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Illinois,  it  was 
so  Moeeded  aa  to  require  the  ooaaent  of  the  en- 
Ustei  aan  te  his  disot^iige  by  the  medical  in- 
spectors.   It  was  then* passed  without  a  division. 
The  Senate,  on  the  same  day,  concurred  in  the 
House  amendment,  aqd  it  was  approwl  hf^  the 
President  on  the  ihorteenft  of  Mi^,  18M. 


No.   XXVll.— The  BiU  to  fjaeilitaU  ihe  Die- 
charge  ofEnlutedMenf^PhytiealDkainlity, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-nfnth  of  April, 
1862,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  to  facilitate  the  discharge  of  enlisted  men 
for  physical  disability,  which  was  read  twice  and 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee.  On  the  se- 
cond of  May,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Oomnittee, 
reported  it  back  without  amendment 

It  empowered  then^edical  inspector  general,  or 
any  me<Iical  inspector,  to  dflscharge  from  the  serv- 
ice of  the  United  States  any  soldier  or  enlisted 
man  laboring  under  any  physical  disability  whieh 
made  it  disadvantageous  to  the  service  that  he 
be  retained  therein  ;  and  the  certificate  Im  writ- 
ing of  the  inspector  general  or  medical  inspector, 
Rtting  forth  the  existence  and  nature  of  such 
physical  disability,  was  to  be  suflBcfent  evidence 
of  the  discharge  \  but  it  was  provided  that  every 
such  certificate  should  appear  on  Its  face  to  have 
been  founded  on  personal  inspection  of  the  sol- 
dier discharged,  and  '^ould  speeHlcally  describe 
the  nature  and  ori^n  df  his  disabili^ ;  and  thatj 
the  discharge  should  be  without  prejudice  to  the 
nj^ht  of  the  soldier  to  the  pay  dhe  hkn  at  its 
date. 

On  the  ninth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  conrid- 


m.  ^SXYm.^9m  to  mmthorm  the  Appoint- 
moHt  of  Modieai  JSItofokeeporo, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  seventh  of  May,  1862, 
Mr.  Wilson  reported  from  the  MiHtaiyOommit- 
tee  a  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  medi- 
cal storeke^ers.     It  authorised  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  add  to  the  medical  departnlent  of  the*ar- 
my,  medical  storekeepers,  not  exceeding  rft  in 
number,  who  were  to  have  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  military  storelceepertf  in  the  charter- 
master's  department,   who  were  to  be  skilled 
apothecaries  or  dru^sts,  who  were  to  give  the 
bond  and  security  required  by  existing  laws  for 
military  storekeepers  in  the  quartermaster'v  de- 
partment, and  to  be  stationed  at  such  points  as  the 
necessities  of  the  army  oright  requite    The  prori- 
sions  of  the  bill  were  to  remain  in  foree  onty  during 
the  continvance  of  the  rebellion.    On  the  eighth, 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideratlbn,   aed 
amended  itt>n  motion  ef  Mr.  Wilson,  by  adding 
a  section,  providing  that  the  Preeident  was  au- 
thorised to  appoint,  if  he  should  deem  it  necee- 
sary,  a  chaplain  fbr  each  permanent  hospital, 
whose  pay,  with  that  of  chaplains  of  hospitahi 
heretofore  appointed  by  him,  should  be  the  same 
as  that  of  regimental  chaplains  in  the  voiu niter 
force,  and  who  should  be  subject  to  such  mles  in 
MtathM  to  leave  of  aboeaeo  Aron  doty  as  were 
preseribed  for  esmiaisaioned  officere  of  ihe  army. 
It  was  then  paieed.    In  the  Hooaa,  on  the  fif- 
teenth, Mr.  Bbb  reported  baaic  the  biU  from  the 
Military  Ctommittee,  doMaeded  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  under  its  operation  it  was  faesed.     It 
was  approved  by  4he  PresiiMt  on  the  •iwentieth 
of  May,  18«2. 

Na  XXIX— ^  BiU  providing  that  Company 
Officers  of  Volunteers  should  he  vaid  oi^  the 
F^*EoU  qf  their  Begiment  or  Company^  ex- 
cept ioKen  otk  Detached  Service. 

In  the  Hooae,  en  the  iwenty-eeoend  of  June, 
1862,  Mr.  KeUogg,  of  MMigan,  iotedueed  a  bill 
providing  that  olioera  of  volunteers  should  be 
paid  on  the  pay-rolls  of  the  aegimeitis  or  compa- 
sies  to  which  they  belonged,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  (>>miaittee  ou  Military 
Affairs.  4^  tlie  thirieeifttb,  Mr.  I>iiaa,  of  India- 
na, repoiled  it  back  without  amendmenL  It 
provided  thai  company  ofBoera  of  volunteers 
should  be  paid  on  the  maister  «nd  pay  •rolls  of 
their  eompany,  party,  or  detachment^  aad  not 
otherwise,  except  when  saeh  effieer  should  he  on 
detailed  servtoe  withoat  troops,  oa  on  leave  of  ah- 
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senca  The  biH  was  pMsed  witlMMt  a  #Hiion. 
Thtt  Senate,  od  the  fourteenlli,  on  BOtiG»  of  Mr. 
'Wilson,  tttok  it  up,  aeiMliBre^,  and  paenA'  it, 
and  it  was  approved  by  the  Preoidoiit  oa  the 
eighteenth  of  Jwie,  IMS. 

NaXXX.^^  to  UmU  $ke  Numbm-  of  Major- 
GenoraU  and  BH^mUor-Gonemk  to  ko  ap- 
pointed. 

la  th»  Sen^  on  the  second  of  May,  1862. 
Mr.  Grhnes  introduced  a  bill  tO'l^niit  the  appoint- 
ment of  major-generals  and  brigadier-generals  in 
tho  army  and  Toluntoers,  vrWeh  was  read  twioe, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 
On  the  fifth,  Mr.  Wilson  renorted  it  back  with 
an  amendment    It  provided  xor  the  appointment 
of  twenty  maior-generals,  and  two  hundred  bri- 
gadier-generals.     The  amondtAcnt  proposed  to 
miko  tbe  number  of  migor-generals  '*  thirty  *^  in- 
steid  of  "  twenty.*'    The  amendment  was  agreed 
to,    Mr.  Hale  moved  to  strik^  out  *^  two  hun- 
diedt'*^  ^^  insert  **one  hundred  and  eighty." 
The  Senate,  on  the  seventh,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
the  pending  question  being  on  Mr.  Hale's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  further  debated  by  Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Hale^  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  Mr. 
Ton  £;yc^,  Mr.  Ghandlei;  and  Mr,  Grimes.    The 
Senate  resumed  its  consideration  on  the  eighth, 
and  the  vote  was  taken  on  Mr.  Hale's  amendment, 
and  it  was  loat — yeas,  sixteen ;  nays^  nineteen. 
Tho  bill  was  then  nai^ficd  as.  amended.    The 
House  referred  it  to  the  Military  Committee,  and 
Mr.  Olin,  on  the  tenUi  of  Juno,  reported  it  back 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  should  not  pass, 
and  It  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Na  XXXL— 7^  BiU  to  protido  Additional 
Medical  Officers  qf  fKo  Volunteer  Service. 

In  the  Senate,  on  tho  ninth  of  Juno,  IMS,  Mr 
Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  bill  to 
provide  for  aMitional  modical  ottcers,  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee. On  the  tenth,  tho  bill  was  reported  hack  by 
Mr.  Wilseo  without  amendment  It  authorised 
the  Presideiit,  by  and  with  tto  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  forty  sofgeons,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  assistant-surgeons  of 
volunteers,  who  were  to  have  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  officers  of  corre^onding  grades 
in  the  regular  army,  but  no  person  was  to  he  ap- 
pointed to  any  of  those  positions  unleso  he 
should  have  been  previously  examined  by  a 
board  of  ftiodlcal  officers  to-  be  ^>potiited  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  vaoaneles  in  tho  grade  of 
suigoon  wen  to  bo  fitted  by  soloetton  from  the 
grade  of  assistant-surgeon,  on  tho  ground  of 
merit  only.  The  act  was  to  oontinue  in  force 
only  during  the  existofioe'of  the  reboMion.  The 
Senalo,  on  the  eleventh,  proceeded  to  tho  con- 
sideration of  tho  bill,  ani  after  dobotc,  in  which 
Mr^  Wilson,  Mr.  QHmea,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Foster, 
Mr.  Browning,  and  other  Senators  partietpated, 
it  was  passed  witliout  opposition.  In  the  House, 
on  the  thirteonth,  the  bill  was  taken  from  the 


4[tpeakor%  tab1#,  and  Mr.  Blair  moTed  to 

it,^yaddKig  tiro  adcfitioaal  sections,  pn 

thai  the  office  of  brigade  surfeon  should  1 

lished,  ant  tho  officers  of  that  cofps  b«  be 

designated   swgoons  of  volunteers,  and 

other  respects  be  pat  upon  the  same  footin 

rank,  pay,  aad  omqlumoBts  with  the  su 

provided  for  In  the  act     That,  there  she 

added  to  each  volunteer  regiment  iA  the  a 

an  assistant-ourgeoo,  to  be  appointed  ace 

to  the  existing  laws  of  the  aeveral  States,  ] 

ing  for  the  appointnont  of  regimental  sui 

The  onMndmont  waa  agreed  to.    On  mo 

Mr.  TriahAa^  of  Ohio,  the  bill  was  so  amei: 

to  provide  that  the  surgeons  appointed  unti 

act,  should  be  under  forty  years  of  age.   1 

was  then  passed  as  amended,  without  a  di 

On  the  soven^nth,  the  Senate  concumrl 

House  amendments,  with  an  amendment « 

out  the  proviso  that  the  surgeon  appointee 

the  act  should  be  wider  forty  years  of  age 

House  concurred  in  the  Senate  amendmeu 

House  amendment     On  the  second  of  Ji 

President  returaod  Ihe  bill  without  his  ap 

for  the  reason  that  1^  had  signed  an  act  v 

■apie  title  intended  to  supersede  it,  and 

question,  shall  the  biU  pass,  the  Senate 

moualy  voted  in  the  negative.     In  the  Sei 

the  twenty-fifth  of  Juno,  Mr.  Wi|son  intro 

bill  to  provide  for  additional  medical  officei 

volunteer  service.     The  object,  Mr.  Wils 

was  to  oorreot  an  error  in  the  other  bill 

the  hands  of  the  President  It  was  consid 

unaniiMOUS  consent  and  passed.     On  the 

sixth  of  June,  the  House  took  from  the  S 

table  the  bill  on  notion  of  Mr.  Olin,  and, ; 

planations,  il  passed  unanimously,  and  ^ 

proved  by  the  PreHdeot,  on  the  second  < 

1862. 


No.  XXXlL^TIu  Joint  Seeolution  to 
000  Enlie^tnentB  in  the  Regular  and  T 
Foroee. 

In  tho  Senate,  gn  tho  ^urth  of  June, 
son  introdooed  a  joist  resolution  to  ei 
enlistments  in  the  regular  army  and  \ 
forces.  It  proposed  that  so  much  of  t 
section  of  **  an  act  for  the  better  oi^ani 
the  military  establishment"  as  aboli: 
premium  paid  for  bringing  accepted  re 
the  rendesvous,  should  be  repealed,  ar 
miura  of  two  dolUu*s  bo  paid  to  any  citi 
commissioned  officer,  or  soldier,  for  an 
recruit  for  the  regular  army ;  aad  that  i 
dier  who  enlisted,  either  in  the  regular 
the  volunteers,  for  three  yeara^  or  d\ 
war,  might  reoeive  his  first  month^s  p 
vance,  upoa  the  mustering  of  his  com 
the  service,  or  after  he  should  have  b 
lared  into  and  joined  a  regiment  alrea 
serviee.     It  was  considered  and  passed. 

In  the  House,  on  tho  seventeenth, 
resolutiori,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn,  of 
was  taken  up,  read  Iwico,  and   refem 
Military  Committee.     On  the  eighteen 
reported  back  by  Mr.  Olin,  of  New>l 
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after  debate,  passed,  and  was  approted  by  the 
President,  on  the  twenty-first  of  June,  18fl6. 

Na  XXXIIL--.8i^;  mahmg  Afpropriatiom/ar 
ths  Support  ^the  A/nwy, 

The  House,'  on  the  fourteenth  of  May,  18<92, 
passed  fhe  bilf  maldne  api>ro|Bnatk)ns  for  the 
support  of  the  army,  for  tike  year  ending  the 
thirtieth  of  June,  1868. 

In  the  Senate,  on  tike  twenty-first  of  Jtme, 
Mr.  Fessenden,  ihnn  the  Finance  Committee,  to 
which  it  had  been  referred,  reported  it  back  with 
amendments.  The  Senate  proceeded,  on  the  first 
of  July,  to  consider  Ilie  bill  and  amendments.  The 
House  appropHcted  for  the  pay  of  Volunteers, 
und«r  the  acts  of  the  twenty-second  and  twenty- 
fifth  «f  July,  1861,  the  sum  of  two. hundred  and 
tweniy-six  million  two  hundred  and  eighty-three 
thousand  two  hundred  and  ^hty-two  dollars. 
The  Committee  on  Finance  proposed  to  amend 
it  by  diking  out  that  amount,  and  inserting  in 
Kea  ef  it,  **  one  hundred  and  fifty  million  dol- 
lars :  Profiidad^  f  hat  the  President  shall  not  be 
authorized  to  increase  the  fcrce  of  yolunteers  be- 
yond the  number  of  seren  hundred  'and  fifty 
thousand  men,  rank  and  file ;   nor  to  apiNrfnt 

more  than  major-generals,  nor  more  than 

brlgadier-ffenertls.    And  all  acts  and  parts 

of  acts  authorizing  a  larger  force,  or  a  greater 
number  of  msgor  and  briradier-generals  than  are 
above  provided  for,  are  hereby  repealed.**  Mr. 
King  stated  that  he  was  authorized  by  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  to  oppose  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  Mr.  Hale  moved  to  amend  the 
at^endment  so  that  it  would  read  :  **  That  the 
President  shall  not  be  authorized  to  appoint 
more  than  forty  major-ge^ierals,  nor  more  than 
two  hun^^  brigadier-generals,  and  all  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  authorizing  a  greater  number  of 
major  and  brigadier-generals  than  are  above  pro- 
vided for.  are  herebv  repealed."  After  debate,  in 
which  Mr.  Hale,  ^u*.  King,  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr. 
Grimes,  Mr.  Dixon,  Mr.  Trumbull,  and  Mr.  Fos- 
ter parUcipated,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  further  amended,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  King,  in  obedience  to  the  his^uctions  of  the 
Military  Cbmmittee,  by  adopting  new  sections, 
providing  *'  that  there  should  be  added  to  the 
clerical  force  of  the  Surgeon-Generars  ofiSce  one 
clerk  of  class  one,  and  one  clerk  of  class  two ; 
and  there  should  be  added  to  the  clerical  force 
of  the  P^^master-General's  office  three  clerks  of 
class  four,  six  clerks  of  class  three,  eleven  clerks 
of  class  two,  and  twenty  clerks  of  class  one ; 
and  that  there  should  be  added  to  the  clerical 
and  other  (broe  of  the  Adjutant-GeneraVs  office 
two  dbrks  of  class  four,  two  clerks  of  class  three, 
six  clerks  of  class  one,  and  ten  other  clerks  at  a 
monthly  compensation  of  sixtv  dollars  each ;  and 
the  Adjutant-General  might  detail  ten  more  non- 
commissioned officers  of  the  army  as  clerks  in 
bis  office^  That  section  five  of  the  *  Act  to  au- 
thorize the  employment  of  volunteers  to  aid  in 
enforcing  the  laws  and  protecthie  public  pro- 
pertr,*  approved  July  twenty-second,  1861 ;  Itnd 
section  five  of  the  *  Act  to  increase  the  present 


milttary  establishmeBt  of  the  United  SCktes,*  ap- 
proved July  twenty-ninth,  1861,  shouM  Ike  so 
eonstmed  as  to  allow  twenty-five  dollars  of  the 
bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars  therein  provided, 
to  be  paid  immediately  after  eBliatnent  to  every 
soldier  of  the  regular  army  and  volunteer  forces 
thereaifter  enlisted  during  the  ooatinuanoe  of  the 
wa# ;  and  the  sum  of  sefwi  mfilion  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriatei  for 
such  payments.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Stated  be  authorised,  by  and  with  the 
consent  and  adviee  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  as 
aany  odlitazy  starekeepers  in  the  quarteroMS- 
ter^s  department  of  the  army  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  serrioe  might  require  :  Praeided,  The  whole 
number  of  military  storekeepers  in  that  depart- 
ment should  not  exceed  twelve;  That  so  much 
of  the  seventh  section  of  the  *  Act  to  found  a  mili- 
tary asylum  for  the  relief  and  support  of  invalid 
and  disabled  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,'  as  required  that  'all  moneys,  not  ex- 
ceeding two  thMs  of  the  balance  on  hand  of  the 
hospitid  fond,  and  of  thii  post  fund  of  each  mil- 
itary station,  after  deducting  the  necessary  ex- 
penses,' should  be  set  apart  to  support  the  Mili- 
tary Asylum,  be  repealed."  And  that  two  mil- 
lion dollars  be  appropriated  for  providing  for  the 
comfort  of  discharged  soldim,  who  laight  arrive 
in  the  principal  cities  of  the  United  States,  disa- 
bled by  disease  or  wounds,  and  unable  to  pro- 
ceed to  tiRir  homes,  and  for  forwarding  destitute . 
soldiers  to  their  homes.  The  House  eoncunred 
in  the  amendments,  and  the  bill  passed,  and  was 
approved  by  the  President,  on  the  fifth  of  July, 
1868. 

No.  XXXIY. — The  Joint  Jtewlution  providing 
for  the  Presentation  tf  "  Medals  qf  Hanor^^^ 
to  the  Enlisted  Men  ^f  the  Army  and  Volun- 
teer Forces^  who  heme  or  who  may  distinguish 
themsehee  in  Battle  during  the  present  Rebel- 
lion» 

In  the  Senata,  on  the  thirteenth  of  May,  1862, 
Mr.  Wilson  reported  from  the  Military  Commit- 
tee a  joint  resolution^  provide  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  *'  medals  of  honor  "  to  enlisted  men  dis- 
tinguished in  battie.  It  pfovided  thai  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  shoi^d  be  authorized 
to  cause  two  thousand  **  laedals  of  honor  "  to  be 
prepared,  with  suitable  emblematic  devices,  and 
to  direct  that  the  same  be  presented,  iA  the 
name  of  Congress,  to  such  non-cosimissioned  of- 
fioers  and  privates  as  should  most  distinguish 
themselves  by  their  gallantry  in  action,  and  other 
soldier-like  qualities  during  the  present  insurrec- 
tion ;  and  that  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars 
be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  carryisg  the 
resolution  into  effect  On  the  nineteenth,  the 
resolution,  on  Botion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  was  taken 
up,  ordered  to  be  engrotned,  and  passed  without 
division.  In  the  House,  on  the  tenth  if  July, 
Mr.  Olin,  from  the  Military  Committee,  reported 
back  the  joint  resolution  for  the  presentation  of 
**  medals  of  honor,"  and  it  was  passed  without 
division,  and  approved  by  the  nesident,  on  the 
twelfth  of  July,  186S. 
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No.  XXXT.  —  The  Bill  proMbUing  tha  Con- 
Jimsment  qf  Pwwnt  in  the  Military  Senies  qf 
the  United  States  in  the  Penitentiary^  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

h)  tho  Howe  of  RepreAentativeSf  on  the  thir- 
t4.enth  of  June,  1869,  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio, 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a 
bill  to  prohibit  the  oMifinement  of  persons  in  the 
military  service  in  the  Penitentiary  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  ttcept  as  a  punishment  of 
certain  crimes,  and  to  discharge  from  the  prison 
certain  convicts  by  sentence  of  court-martial, 
which  was  recommitted  to  tha  Committee,  with 
leave  to  report  at  any  time.  On  the  fifth  of 
July,  Mr.  Bingham  reported  it  back  with  amend- 
ments, and  the  House  proceeded  to  its  considera- 
tion. The  bill  provided  that  soldiers  should  not 
be  confined  in  the  Penitentiary  of  the  Distriot 
of  Columbia,  unless  their  offence,  by  common 
law,  or  a  statute  of  the  United  States,  sul^ect 
them  to  such  punishment ;  or  except  for  mutiny, 
desertion,  or  an  attempt  to  incite  mutiny.  ]£r. 
Dawes  moved  to  amend  by  adding  that  **  no  per- 
son thereafter,  upon  the  decision  of  a  oourt-mar* 
tial,  should  be  confined  in  any  penitentiary  in 
the  United  States,  except  under  the  conditions 
of  the  act"  The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  passed  as  aaended. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  July,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  Military  Committee,  reported  back 
the  bill  with  amendments.  The  amendments 
proposed  to  strike  out  the  words,  **  or  such  per- 
son be  convicted  of  mutiny,  or  desertion,  or  an 
attempt  to  inoite  mutiny."  Mi*.  Grimes  op- 
posed the  amendment;  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Harris, 
and  Mr.  Rice  supported  it ;  and  it  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  passed  on  the 
twelfth.  On  the  same  day,  the  House,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Iowa,  took  the  bill 
from  the  Speaker^s  table,  and,  after  debate,  it 
was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  with 
leave  to  report  at  any  time.  The  House  disa- 
greed to  the  Senate  amendments,  and  asked  a 
committee  of  conference,  and  u)pointed  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Iowa,  Mr.  Dawes,  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Mr.  Phelps,  of  Missouri,  managers.  In  the 
Senate,  on  the  fourteenth,  Mr.  Wilson  moved 
that  the  Senat^  insist  on  its  amendments,  and 
concur  in  the  conference  asked  for  by  the  House. 
The  motion  prevailed,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Lane,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  Wilkinson,  were  ap- 
pointed managers.  On  the  fifteenth  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  conference  committee,  reported, 
*Uhat  the  House  recede  from  its  disagreement  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  and 
agree  to  the  same  ;"  and  the  report  was  accepted. 
In  the  House,  on  the  sixteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  of 
Iowa,  made  a  report  from  the  conference  com- 
mittee, and  it  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
approved  by  the  President,  on  the  sixteenth  day 
of  July,  1862. 

No.  XXXVI. — The  Joint  Beeolution  to  authorize 
the  .Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  extra  Cloth- 
•  i»g  to  Sieh  oeul  Wounded  Soldiers, 

In  the  House,  on  the  fifth  of  July,  1862,  Mr. 


Bale,  of  Pennsylvania^  by  unanimc 
introduced  a  bill  authorizing  the  t 
War  to  furnish  extra  clothing  for  sick 
ed  soldiers.  It  proposed  to  ^'authorii 
tary  of  War  to  furnish  extra  clothing 
wounded,  and  other  soldiers  who  mig 
the  same  by  the  casualties  of  war, 
rulea  and  regulations  as  the  depart] 
prescribe,  during  the  existence  of  tl 
tioa.'*  It  was  read  thre«  times  and  p 
Senate  referred  it  to  the  Committee 
Affairs,  and  on  the  tenth,  Mr.  Wilsor 
back  without  amendment  By  unai 
sent,  it  was  read  three  times  and  pass 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  tw 
ly,  1862. 

No.  XXXVn.— 7%tf  mil  to  emend  t 
ing  forth  the  Militia  to  eicecute  th< 
press  Insitrreetion,  and  repel  Invat 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  ( 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachus^ts,  fron 
mittee  on  Military  Affitirs,  reportec 
amend  the  act  calling  forth  the  militia 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  ii 
and  repel  invasions,  approved  F^rui 
eighth,  1795,  which  was  read  a  firsi 
passed  to  a  second  reading.  On  the 
Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
amend  the  acts  calling  forth  the  mi 
cute  the  laws.  It  provided  that  wl 
President  should  call  forth  the  militii 
ployed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
might  specify  in  his  call  the  period 
such  service  would  be  required,  and 
so  called  should  be  mustered  in,  and 
serve,  for  the  term  specified,  unless 
charged;  and  the  organization  of  i 
when  so  called  into  service,  was  to  hi 
to  the  organization  prescribed  by  tl 
volunteers.  Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa, 
amend  the  bill  by  adding  three  sectii 
ing  that  there  should  be  no  exempiic 
performance  of  military  duty  under 
law  of  the  United  States  on  account 
lineage ;  but  whenever  the  militia  sho 
ed  into  service,  all  loyal,  ^ble-bodied 
sons,  between  the  ages  now  fixed  b 
of  the  United  State's,  should  be  callec 
fence  of  the  country.  That  when 
should  be  called  into  the  service  of 
States,  under  any  law  of  the  United 
President  should  have  full  power  an< 
to  organize  them  into  battalions,  rcgi 
gades,  and  divisions,  according  to  th 
color,  as  he  should  believe  that  the 
terest  might  require ;  and  that  the  pr 
the  two  preceding  sections  should  be 
so  as  to  apply  to  and  include  volu 
might  thereafter  be  called  intp  the  sci 
United  States,  and  all  persons  who  hi 
might  thereafter  be,  enrolled  in  the 
volunteers,  or  as  militia,  should  rccci 
and  rations  of  soldiers  as  allowed  by 
ing  to  their  respective  grades.  Mr. 
of  Delaware,  and  Mr.  Carlisle,  of  V 
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posed  the  amendment  Mr.  King,  of  Nevr-York, 
suggested  a  modi6cation  of  the  amendment  so 
that  the  first  two  sections  would  read :  "  That 
the  President  be  authorized  to  receive  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  intrenchments,  or  performing  camp- 
service,  or  any  other  labor,  or  iny  war-service  for 
which  they  may  be  found  competent,  persons  of 
African  descent ;  and  such  persons  shall  be  en- 
rolled and  organized  under  such  regulations,  not 
inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  and  laws,  as 
the  President  may  prescribe,  and  they  shall 
be  fed,  and  paid  such  compensation  for  their 
services  as  they  may  agree  to  receive  when  en- 
rolled ;  and  that  when  any  man  or  boy  of  Afri- 
can descent  shall  render  any  such  service  as  is 
provided  for  in  the  first  section  of  this  act.  he, 
his  mother,  and  his  wife  and  children  shall  for 
ever  thereafter  be  free,  any  law,  usage,  or  custom 
whatsoever  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 
Hr.  Grimes  accepted  the  amendment  in  lieu  of 
the  first  sections  of  his  amendment  Mr.  Sauls- 
bury  denounced  the  measure  as  **  the  most  mag- 
nificent scheme  of  emancipation  yet  proposed.'* 
3t£r.  Sherman,  of  Ohio,  had  no  doubt  of  the  con- 
Htitutidnal  power  of  Congress  to  enroll  black  and 
white,  free  and  slave  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but  it  would  affect  alike  the  loyal  and  dis- 
loyal ;  would  therefore  be  unjust,  and  sht>uld  be 
modified.  Mr.  Fessenden,  of  Maine,  said:  **I 
would  do  nothing  that  a  civilized  people  ought 
not  to  do;  I  would  employ  no  barbarians;  I 
would  not  bring  back  the  days  of  the  tomahawk 
and  scalping-knife ;  but  any  thing  within  the 
rules  of  civilized  warfare  that  it  is  in  my  power 
to  do,  I  would  do,  and  it  ought  to  be  done."  Mr. 
Rice,  of  Minnesota,  thought  the  nation  must 
speedily  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the 
Confederacy,  *'  or  use  all  the  means  given  us  by 
the  Almighty  to  prosecute  the  war  to  a  success- 
ful termination."  Mr.  Wilson  confessed  that  he 
looked  ^*  with  something  of  admiration  upon  the 
mode  in  which  the  Southern  traitorous  leaders 
have  carried  on  this  war.  They  commenced  the 
war  by  taking  humanity  by  the  throat  by  putting 
under  their  feet  every  moral  sentiment,  every 
law  of  Almighty  God.  They  planted  themselves 
in  defiance  of  God  and  of  man  upon  the  founda- 
tion of  eternal  slavery.  Standing  before  the  na- 
tions in  that  position,  in  defiance  of  all  that  is 
sacred,  pure,  and  holy  on  earth,  they  have  ap- 
pealed to  their  people,  to  their  passions,  to  their 
prejudices,  to  their  hate ;  they  have  organized 
their  people;  they  have  issued  their  conscrip- 
tions, using  every  man  who  could  do  any  thing, 
no  matter  how  halt  or  maimed  he  might  be,  if  he 
could  strike  a  blow ;  they  have  carried  on  their 
military  operations  with  great  ability,  and  shown 
vast  powers  and  great  administrative  ability,  and 
great  military  ability.  We  are  in  one  of  the 
darkest  periods  of  this  contest,  and  we  had  bet- 
ter look  our  position  in  the  facd;  meet  the  respon- 
Kibilities  of  the  hour,  rise  to  the  demands  of  the 
occasion,  pour  out  our  money,  summon  our  men 
to  tlie  field,  go  ourselves,  if  we  can  do  any  good, 
aod  overUirow  this  confederate  power  that  feels 
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to-day,  over  its  recent  magnificent  triumphgi,  that 
it  has  already  achieved  its  independence. .  Bold 
and  decisive  action  alone,  in  the  cabinet  and  in 
the  field,  can  retrieve  our  adverse  fortunes,  and 
carry  our  country  triumphantly  through  the  per- 
ils that  threaten  to  dismember  the  republic" 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the  calling  out 
of  negroes  for  military  purposes.  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son and  Mr.  Rice  supported  that  policy. 

On  the  tenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  Mr.  Collamer,  of  Vermont,  had 
no  doubt  of  the  power  to  use  colored  men  for  the 
defence  of  the  country :  it  was  simply  a  question 
of  expediency.  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  proposed  so  to 
amend  the  amendment  as  to  strike  out  the  words 
"any  military  or  naval,"  before  "service,"  He 
thought  it  would  not  affect  the  section,  but^would 
relieve  it  of  its  asperity.  Mr.  King  opposed  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Ten  Eyck.  The  Chair  ruled 
that  Mr.  Ten  Eyck's  amendment  was  not  in  or- 
der. Mr.  Davis  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  words,  "  or  any  military  or  naval  service  for 
which  they  may  be  found  competent"  After 
remarks  by  Mr.  Doolittle,  of  Wisconsin,  and  Mr.. 
Hale,  of  New-Hampshire,  the  vote  was  taken, 
and  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Davis  lost — yeas,  • 
eleven ;  nays,  twenty-seven.  Mr.  Saulsbury 
moved  to  postpone  indefinitely  the  consideration 
of  the  bill^  but  the  motion  was  lost — yeas,  nine ; 
nays,  twenty-seven.  Mr.  Henderson,  of  Mis- 
souri, moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to  provide 
only  for  the  freedom  of  persons  of  African  de- 
scent as  owe  service  to  persons  engaged  in  the 
rebellion — ^yeas,  thirteen ;  nays,  twenty-two.  Mr. 
Henderson  then  moved  to  so  amend  the  amend- 
ment as  to  provide  that  loyal  persons  should  be 
compensated  for  the  loss  of  the  services  of  the 
slaves  employed  under  the  provisions  of  the  act — 
yeas,  twenty ;  nays,  seventeen.  The  amendment 
of  Mr.  Grimes,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 
The  question  recurring  on  the  second  section  of 
Mr.  Grimos^s  amendment,  providing  that  when 
any  man  or  boy  Aould  render  service,  he,  his 
mother,  wife  and  children  should  bo  free,  Mr. 
Sherman  moved  to  amend  it  so  as  to  apply  only 
to  persons  owing  service  to  any  person  who  has 
borne  arms  against  the  United  States,  or  adhered 
to  their  enemies  by  giving  them  aid  and  comfort — 
yeas,  twenty-two ;  nays,  sixteen.  Mr.  Browning, 
of  Illinois,  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  of  the  persons  to  be  made  free,  "  his 
mother,  wife,  and  children."  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas, 
and  Mr.  King  opposed  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Browning,  and  on  the  eleventh  it  was  rejected — 
yeas,  seventeen ;  nays,  twenty-one.  Mr.  Browning 
then  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  proviso : 
"That  the  mother,  wife,  and  children  of  such 
man  or  boy  of  African  descent  shall  not  be  made 
free  by  the  operation  of  this  act,  except  where 
such  mother,  wife,  and  children  owe  service  or 
lal)or  to  some  person  who,  during  the  present 
rebellion,  had  borne  ^rms  against  the  United 
States,  or  adhered  'to  their  enemies  by  giving 
them  aid  and  comfort"  Mr.  Cowan,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Mr.  Davis  supported  the  amend* 
ment,  and  Mr.  Howe,  of  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Harlan, 
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of  Iowa,  and  Mr.  Wilkinson,  of  Minnesota,  op- 
posed it 

On  the  twelfth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Commit- 
^e  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend 
«,he  **  Act  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  invasions,**  approved  February  twenty- 
eighth,  1795,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  bill  contained 
fifteen  sections,  and  provided  that  whenever  the 
President  should  call  forth  the  militia,  he  might 
specify  in  his  call  the  period  for  which  such 
service  would  be  required,  not  exceeding  nine 
months ;  and  if^  by  reason  of  defects  in  existing 
laws  or  in  the  execution  of  them  in  the  several 
States,  or  any  of  them,  it  should  be  found  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  enrolling  the  militia,  and 
otherwise  putting  the  act  into  execution,  the 
President  was  authorized  to  make  all  necessary 
rules  and  regulations ;  and  the  enrolment  should 
include  all  able-bodied  male  citizens  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  and  be  appo!:tion- 
ed  among  the  States  according  to  representative 
population.  That  the  militia,  when  so  called  into 
service,  should  be  organized  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed by  law  for  volunteers.  That  the  President 
be  authorized  to  accept  the  services  of  any  num- 
ber of  volunteers,  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
thousand,  as  infantry,  for  a  period  of  nine  months, 
and  every  soldier  who  should  enlist  under  the 
provisions  of  the  section  should  receive  his  first 
month*s  pay,  and  also  twenty-five  dollars  as 
bounty.  That  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  the 
regiments  of  infantry  then  in  the  service,  the 
President  be  authorized  to  accept  the  services  of 
volunteers  for  twelve  months,  and  such  volun- 
teers should  be  in  all  respects  upon  a  footing 
irith  similar  troops  in  the  United  States  service, 
except  as  to  service  bounty,  which  should  be  fifly 
dollars,  one  half  to  be  paid  upon  their  joining 
their  raiments,  and  the  other  half  at  the  expira- 
tion of  their  enlistment  That  tAe  President  should 
appoint  a  judge-advocate  general,  with  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry,  to 
whose  office  should  be  returned,  for  revision,  the 
records  and  proceedings  of  all  courts-martial  and 
military  commissions,  and  where  a  record  should 
be  kept  of  all  proceedings  had  thereupon — and 
no  sentence  of  death,  or  imprisonment  in  the 
penitentiary,  should  be  carried  into  execution 
until  the  same  should  be  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent That  there  might  be  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
ident for  each  army  in  the  field  a  judge-advocate, 
with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments,  each,  of  a 
major  of  cavalry.  That  thereafter  all  ofienders  in 
the  army  adjudged  to  be  punished  by  a  court- 
martial  should  be  brought  before  a  field-officer 
of  his  regiment,  who  should  hear  and  determine 
the  offence,  and  order  the  punishment  to  be  in- 
flicted. That  all  officers  who  had  been  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  battalion 
adjutants  and  quartermasters  of  cavalry  under 
the  orders  of  the  War  Department,  exceeding  the 
number  authorized  by  law,  should  be  paid  as 
such  for  the  time  they  were  actually  employed 


in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  tha 
such  officers  then  in  service  exceeding  the  i 
ber,  should  be  immediately  mustered  out  oj 
service.  That  the  President  be  authorized  t 
tablish  and  organize  army  corps.  That  each  i 
corps  should  have  the  following  officers  atta< 
who  should  constitute  the  staff  of  the  comre 
er^-one  assistant  adjutant-general,  one  qm 
master,* one  commissary  of  subsistence,  and 
assistant  inspector-general,  who  should  bea 
spectively,  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel, 
who  should  be  assigned  from  the  army  or  v< 
teer  force  by  the  President ;  and  also  three  a 
de-camp,  one  to  bear  the  rank  of  major,  and 
to  bear  the  rank  of  captain ;  and  the  senior 
cer  of  artillery  in  each  army  should,  in  add 
to  his  other  duties,  act  as  chief  of  artillery  anc 
nance  at  the  headquarters  of  the  corps.  Tha 
cavalry  forces  should  bk  thus  organized- 
regiment  of  cavalry  should  have  one  colonel 
lieutenant-colonel,  three  majors,  one  surgeon 
assistant  surgeon,  one  regimental  commis! 
one  sergeant-major,  one  quartermaster-serg( 
one  commissary-sergeant,  two  hospital  stew 
one  saddler«ergeant,  one  chief  ^umpeter, 
one  chief  farrier  or  blacksmith  ;  and  each 
ment  should  consist  of  twelve  companies 
each  company  should  have  one  captain,  one 
lieutenant,  one  second  lieutenant,  and  one  si 
numerary  second  lieutenant,  one  first  sergt 
one  quartermaster  sergeant,  one  commissary 
geant,  five  sergeants,  eight  corporals,  two  ( 
sters,  two  farriers  or  blacksmiths,  one  sad 
one  wagoner,  and  seventy-eight  privates  ; 
regimental  a^utants,  the  regimental  qw 
masters,  and  regimental  commissaries  t^ 
taken  from  their  respective  regiments.  Tha 
President  be  authorized  to  receive  into  the 
ice  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
struct! ng  intrenchments,  or  performing  ( 
service,  or  any  other  labor,  or  any  militai 
naval  service  for  which  they  may  be  found 
petent,  persons  of  African  descent;  and  sucli 
sons  should  be  enrolled  and  organized  t 
such  regulations  as  the  President  might 
scribe.  That  when  any  man  or  boy  of  A( 
descent  should  render  any  such  service  as 
provided  for  in  the  act,  he,  his  mother  an< 
wife  and  children  should  for  ever  thereaft^ 
free,  any  law,  usage,  or  custom  whatsoevi 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  That  ten  milli 
dollars  be  appropriated  to  carry  the  provisoi 
the  act  into  effect  That  all  persons  who  had 
or  should  be  enrolled  in  the  service  undei 
act,  should  receive  the  pay  and  rations  all 
by  law  to  soldiers  according  to  their  resp« 
grades :  Provided^  that  persons  of  African  de 
should  receive  ten  dollars  per  Aonth  and 
ration. 

On  the  fourteenth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sher 
the  bill  was  amended,  so  that  three  doliat 
the  ten  dollars  of  compensation  of  colore<i 
sons  should  be  in  clothing.  On  motion  o 
King,  the  bill  was  amended,  by  striking 
ten  million  dollars,  and  inserting  that  Ui 
penses  incurred  in  carrying  the  act  into  < 
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shoald  be  paid  out  of  the  general  appropriation 
far  the  army.  Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  providing  that  all  enlistments  there- 
after made  should  be  credited  to  the  States  re- 
spectively in  which  the  same  should  be  made, 
and  be  deducted  from  any  future  draft  in  pur^ 
stiance  of  the  act ;  but  it  was  rejected.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Hale,  the  bill  was  so  ameqded  as  to 
limit  the  number  of  staff-officers  of  corps  com- 
manders to  the  number  provided  for  in  the  tenth 
section. 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  Mr.  Sherman  moved  to 
amend  the  thirteenth  section,  so  as  to  make  it 
read ;  **  That  when  any  man  or  boy  of  African 
descent,  who,  by  the  laws  of  any  State,  shall 
owe  service  or  labor  to  any  person  who,  duriiig 
the  present  rebelliouf  has  levied  war,  or  has 
borne  arms  against  the  United  States,  or  ad- 
hered to  their  enemies,  by  giving  them  aid  and 
comfort,  shall  render  any  such  service  as  is  pro- 
vided for  in  this  act,  he,  his  mother,  and  his  wife 
and  child,  shall  for  ever  thereafter  be  free."  Mr. 
Lane,  Mr.  Pomeroy,  Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr.  Har- 
lan opposed  the  amendment,  but  it  was  agreed 
to— yeas,  eighteen  ;  nays,  seventeen.  Mr.  Wil- 
son moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  that 
medical  purveyors  and  storekeepers  should  give 
bonds  in  such  sum  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
might  require,  with  security  to  be  approved  by 
him,  and  tne  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  then  moved  an  additional  section,  pro- 
viding that  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
be  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  artificial 
limbs  for  soldiers  and  seamen  disabled  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  to  be  expended  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Surgeon-General ;  but, 
on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  he  withdrew  it, 
and  it  was,  by  unanimous  consent,  put  as  an 
amendment  on  to  the  supplemental  civil  appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr.  Browning  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
'^  his  mother,  wife  and  children,"  so  that  the  bill 
would  simply  provide  for  the  freedom  of  the  per- 
son of  African  descent  rendering  military  service, 
but  the  amendment  was  lost — ^yeas,  seventeen  ; 
nays,  twenty.  Mr.  Browning  then  moved  to 
amend,  by  adding  a  proviso,  that  the  mother, 
wife  and  children  of  such  man  or  boy  of  African 
descent  should  not  be  made  free  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  act,  except  where  such  mother,  wife, 
or  children  owed  service  or  labor  to  some  person 
who,  during  the  rebellion,  had  borne  arms  against 
the  United  States,  or  adhered  to  their  enemies, 
by  giving  them  aid  and  comfort  The  amend- 
ment was  supported  by  Mr.  Henderson,  and 
agreed  to  —  yeas,  twenty-one;  nays,  sixteen. 
After  debate  by  Mr.  Wright,  of  Indiana,  Mr. 
Henderson,  of  Missouri,  and  Mr.  Powell,  of 
Kentucky,  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  it  passed-^yeas,  twenty-eight ; 
nays,  nine. 

In  the  House,  on  the  sixteenth,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Stevens,  the  bill  was  taken  from  the  Speak- 
eT*s  table,  and  read  twice.  Mr.  Stevens  moved 
the  previous  question.    Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana, 


moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table,  bui 
the  motion  was  lost  —yeas,  thirty ;  nays,  seventy- 
seven.  The  previous  question  was  then  ordered, 
and  the  bill  passed.  It  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  seventeenth  of  July,  1862. 

No.  XXXVIIL— TAtf  BUI  to  define  the  Pay  and 
Emoluments  of  certain  Officen  of  the  Army, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

In  the  Seriate,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Janu- 
ary, 1862,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  certain  officers  in  the  army,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affiiirs.     On  the  fourth  of  February,  Mr.  Wilson 
reported  it  back,  with  an  amendment  as  a  sub- 
stitute.    On  the  fifth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill,  the  pending  question  being  upon   the 
amendment  as  a  substitute.     The  amendment 
provided  that  officers  of  the  army  having  brevet 
commissions  should  not  be  entitled  to  any  in- 
crease of  pay  or  emoluments,  because  of  the  ex- 
ercise of  command  according  to  their  brevet  rank. 
That  officers  entitled  to  forage  for  horses  should 
not  be  allowed  to  commute  it,  but  should  draw 
the    allowance  in   kind.      That   major-generals 
should  be  entitled  to  draw  forage  for  four  horses; 
brigadier-generals  for    three  horses ;    colonels, 
lieutenant-colonels,  and  majors,  two  horses  each; 
captains  and  lieutenants  of  cavalry  and  artillery 
for  two 'horses  each ;  and  chaplains  for  one  horse. 
That  whenever  an  officer  of  the  army  should  em- 
ploy a  soldier  as  his  servant,  he  should,  for  each 
month  deduct,  from  his  own  monthly  pay,  the 
full  amount  paid  to  or  expended  by  the  Govern- 
ment per  month  on  account  of  the  soldier.    That 
the  first  section  of  the  act  approved  August  sixth, 
1861,  increasing  the  pay  of  privates,  should  not 
be  so  construed  as  to  increase  the  emoluments 
of  the  commissioned  officers.     That  so  much  of 
the  act  approved  twenty-second  July,  1861,  as 
authorized  each  regiment  of  volunteers  to  have 
twenty-four  musicians  for  a  band,  be  repealed. 
That  each  brigade  should  have  sixteen  musicians 
as  a  band,  to  be  selected  from  the  regimental 
bands  mustered  out  of  service.     That,  in  lieu  of 
the  present  rate  of  mileage  allowed  to  officers, 
not  more  than  six  cents  per  mile  should  there- 
after be  allowed,  unless  when  an  officer  was 
ordered  fi'om  a  station  east  of  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ains to  one  west  of  the  same  mountains,  or  vice 
versa,  when  ten  cents  per  mile  should  be  al- 
lowed. That,  during  the  continuance  of  the  pres- 
ent rebellion,  there  should  be  deducted  from  the 
compensation  of  all  persons  employed  in   the 
military,  naval,  and  civil  service  of  the  United 
States,  except  warrant  officers  and  sailors  in  the 
navy,  and  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates  in  the  army,  ten  per  centum  of  the 
amount  of  their  compensation.     That  in  each  of 
the  permanent  hospitals,   where  the  President 
might  deem  it  necessary,  he  might  appoint  a 
chaplain.     That  no  person  should  be  appointed 
a  chaplain  in  the  United  States  army  who  was 
not  a  regularly  ordained  minister  of  some  reli- 
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gious  denomination.  That  so  much  of  the  act 
approved  July  twenty-second,  1861,  as  allowed 
forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the 
horses  of  company  officers  of  cavalry,  be  repeal- 
ed. That  whenever  an  officer  should  be  put 
under  arrest,  except  at  remote  military  posts  or 
stations,  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  by 
whose  orders  he  was  arrested,  to  see  that  a  copy 
of  the  charges  on  which  he  had  been  arrested 
and  was  to  be  tried  should  be  served  upon  him 
within  eight  days  thereafter,  and  that  he  should 
be  brought  to  trial  within  ten  days  thereafter, 
unless  the  necessities  of  the  service  prevent 
such  trial,  and  then  he  should  be  brought  to 
trial  within  thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of 
the  ten  days.  That  whenever  the  name  of  any 
army  officer  should  have  been  borne  on  the 
Army  Register  forty-five  years,  or  he  should  be  of 
the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  he  should  be  retired 
from  active  service ;  and  that  the  President  be 
authorized  to  assign  any  officer  who  might  be 
retired  to  any  duty. 

Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  amend  the  ninth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  making  a  deduction  of  ten  per 
cent  in  salaries  of  officers  in  the  military,  naval, 
and  civil  service,  by  requiring  the  deduction  to 
apply  to  all  allowances  for  mileage,  and  for  com- 
mutation for  servants,  forage,  and  rations,  and 
to  all  fees  or'  contingent  allowances  paid  for  per- 
sonal services  from  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  Doolittle  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  and  Mr.  Sherman,  accepted  it  so  as 
to  read:  ^^And  this  deduction  shall  apply  to  all 
allowances  for  mileage,  for  commutation  for  serv- 
ants, forage,  and- rations,  and  for  all  fees  and 
contingent  allowances  paid  for  personal  services 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  ;  and  the 
rate  of  mileage  of  members  of  Congress  shall  bo 
reduced  fifty  per  cent,  to  be  computed  by  the 
most  direct  travelled  route  from  his  residence  to 
the  seat  of  Congress.  A  statement  of  the  mile- 
age of  each  Senator  shall  be  certified  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  of  each  Representa- 
tive and  Delegate  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  the  Postmaster- 
Qeneral,  within  thirty  days  of  the  commence- 
ment of  each  session  of  Congress."  Mr.  Sim- 
mons, of  Rhode,  Island,  and  Mr.  Howe,  of  Wis- 
consin, opposed  the  amendment  Mr.  Howe 
could  not  vote  for  the  ninth  section,  making  a 
deduction  on  Government  salaries.  Mr.  Trum- 
bull regretted  that  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Doo- 
little had  pressed  their  amendments.  Mr.  Sher- 
man* s  original  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
Mr.  Doolittle  proposed  to  add  a  new  section,  re- 
ducing the  rate  of  miteage  fifty  per  cent  The 
amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  McDougall,  and 
was  agreed  to— yeas,  twenty-nine;  nays,  ten. 
Mr.  Howe  moved  to  strike  out  the  ninth  section 
making  a  deduction  in  salaries  of  ten  per  cent 
during  the  war — ^yeas,  two ;  nays,  thirty -six. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Howe  and  McDougall — two. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler, 
Clark,  CoUaraer,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle, 
Fessenden,  Foot!,  Foster,  Harlan,  Harris,  Hender- 
son, Johnson,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Latham, 


Morrill,  Nesmitb,  Pomeroy,  Powell,  Rice,  Sai 
bury,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Thorns 
Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wiln 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Wilson  of  y 
souri — thirty -six. 

On  the  fourteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  c 
sideration  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Wilson  moved 
amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section  :  "  That 
number  of  paymasters  of  the  volunteer  for 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  reduced  so 
not  to  exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty-fivi 
and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  \ 
son  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  sectic 
"  That  quarters  And  fuel  shall  be  furnished 
officers  only  when  on  duty  in  the  field,  or  wt 
assigned  quarters  in  public  buildings  belong 
to  the  Government  The  number  of  offices  n 
allowed  to  certain  officers  of  the  army  for 
transaction  of  business  shall  be  furnished,  s 
no  more ;''  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  furtl 
amended,  by  adding  as  additional  sections  : 

".  That  the  bounty  now  allowed  by  law  to  s 
dicrs  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  shall, 
the  event  that  a  soldier  entitled  thereto  shall 
intestate,  without  having  drawn  the  same, 
paid  to  the  following  persons,  and  in  the  on 
following,  and  to  no  other  persons,  to  wit :  fii 
to  the  widow  of  such  deceased  soldier,  if  th 
be  one ;  second,  if  there  be  no  widow,  then 
the  children  of  such  deceased  soldier,  share  a 
share  alike;  third,  if  such  soldier  left  neiti 
widow  nor  children  (or  children  born  in  law 
wedlock,)  then  and  in  that  case  such  boui 
shall  be  paid  to  the  following  persons,  provid 
they  be  residents  of  the  United  States,  to  w 
first,  to  his  father,  or,  if  he  be  dead,  or  has  abi 
doned  his  family,  then  to  the  mother  of  such  ^; 
dier ;  and  if  there  be  neither  father  nor  motl 
as  aforesaid,  then  such  bounty  shall  be  paid 
such  brothers  and  sisters  resident  as  aforesn 
who  may  have  been  dependent  upon  such  int 
tate  for  support  That  all  contracts  made  for, 
orders  given  for,  the  purchase  of  goods  or  si 
plies  by  any  department  of  the  Government  sli 
be  promptly  reported  to  Congress  by  the  pro] 
head  of  such  department,  if  Congress  shall 
the  time  be  in  session,  and  if  not  in  session,  s 
reports  shall  be  made  at  the  commencement 
the  next  session.  That  no  contract  or  or( 
made  as  aforesaid,  or  any  interest  therein,  sli 
be  transferred  by  the  party  or  parties  to  wh 
such  contract  or  order  may  he  given,  to  an}*^  oil 
party  or  parties,  and  that  any  such  transfer  sli 
cause  the  annulment  of  the  contract  or  on 
tranferred,  so  far  as  the  United  Stales  arc  c* 
cerned :  Provided^  That  all  rights  of  action  ; 
hereby  reserved  to  the  United  States  for  a 
breach  of  such  contract  by  the  contracting  pai 
or  parties.  That  the  President  of  the  Uni 
States  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  and  rcqut 
ed  to  dismiss  and  discharge  from  the  mi  lit: 
service,  either  in  the  army,  navy,  or  volunteer  fo 
in  the  United  States  service,  any  officer  for  a 
cause  which,  in  his  judgment,  renders  such  c 
cer  unsuitable  for  service,  and  whose  dismissi 
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m  his  judgment,  woald  promote  the  public  serr- 
ice." 

Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  repeal  the  act  author- 
izing the  President  to  appoint  additional  aids- 
de-camp,  and  to  discbarge  the  staff-officers  so  ap- 
pointed in  thirty  days ;  but  after  debate  with- 
drew it  Mr.  Grimes  renewed  the  amendment, 
BO  modified  as  simply  to  repeal  the  act  of  August 
fifth,  1861. 

On  the  fifth  of  March,  the  Senate  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Grimes^s  amend- 
ment was,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clark,  of 
Kew-Hampshire,  modified  so  as  to  read,  "  That 
the  act  approved  the  fifth  of  August,  1861,  en- 
titled '  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  increase  the  present  military  estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States,"  approved  the 
twenty-ninth  of  July,  1861,'  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed.  But  the  repeal  of  the  said  act 
shall  not  be  construed  so  as  to  deprive  those  per- 
sons already  appointed  under  it  from  holding 
their  offices  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as  if  it 
had  not  been  repealed ;"  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Foster,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  tenth  section  in  regard  to  chaplains,  and 
insert :  ''That  in  each  of  the  permanent  hospitals, 
where  the  President  may  deem  it  necessary,  he 
may  appoint  a  chaplain,  who  shall  receive  the 
same  compensation  as  is  now  allowed  to  chap- 
lains in  the  volunteer  service."  Mr.  Fosters 
amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Rice  proposed  to 
amend  it  so  as  to  read,  "  That  the  appointments 
of  chaplains  to  the  army  hospitals,  as  made  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  are  hereby 
approved,  and  the  chaplains  so  appointed  shall 
be  compensated  for  their  services  in  the  same 
manifer  as  regimental  chaplains ;"  and  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Rice  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Harlan 
moved  to  so  modify  the  tenth  section  as  to  pro- 
vide that  chaplains  in  permanent  hospitals  should 
receive  oYie  Uiousand  dollars  per  annum — ^yeas, 
fourteen,  nays,  twenty-three ;  so  the  amendment 
was  rejected.  Mr.  Nesmith  moved  to  add  to  the 
eleventh  section  the  words,  '*and  that  hereafter 
there  shall  be  but  one  chaplain  in  a  brigade;" 
but  it  was  rejected.  Mr.  Rice  moved  to  add  as  a 
new  section :  ''  That  hereafter  all  chaplains, 
whether  in  the  regular  or  volunteer  service  or 
hospitals,  shall  receive  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars  per  annuoL"  Mr.  Harlan  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered.  The 
amendment  was  adopted — ^yeas,  thirty-one ;  nays, 
ten. 

On  the  twelfth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Rice  moved  to 
strike  out  the  ninth  section,  relating  to  the  de- 
duction on  salaries,  and  the  sixteenth  section,  re- 
lating to  mileage.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend 
the  ninth  section  so  that  the  salaries  over  eight 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  should  pay  ten  per 
cent ;  but  the  motion  was  rejected.  Mr.  Rice's 
motion  to  strike  out  the  ninth  section  was  lost — 
yeas,  twenty :  nays,  twenty ;  the  Vice-President 
voted  nay.    The  motion  to  strike  out  the  six- 


teenth section,  relating  to  the  mileage,  was  lost- 
yeas,  eight ;  nays,  thirty-two. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  amend- 
ed by  adding  as  new  sections :  **  That  every  per- 
son who  shall  furnish  supplies  of  any  kind  to  the 
army  or  navy,  shall  be  required  to  mark  and  distin- 
guish the  same  on  the  outside  of  each  and  every 
packs^e,  with  the  name  or  names  of  the  contrac- 
tors so  furnishing  such  supplies  to  the  army  or 
navy ;  and  no  supplies  of  any  kind  shall  be  re- 
ceived unless  so  marked  and  distinguished.  That 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
power,  whenever  in  his  opinion  it  shall  be  expe- 
dient, to  purchase  cemetery  grounds,  and  cause 
them  to  be  securely  inclosed,  to  be  used  as  a  na- 
tional cemetery  for  the  soldiers  who  shall  die  in 
the  service  of  the  country."  Mr.  Grimes  moved 
to  amend  the  section  relating  to  the  compensation 
of  chaplains,  so  as  to  allow  them  ''one  ration 
when  on  duty."  Mr.  McDougall  moved  to  strike 
out  the  section  authorizing  brigade  bands,  and  to 
strike  out  all  of  the  section  abolishing  regimental 
bands,  and  to  insert  that  ''  regimental  bands  be 
reduced  to  sixteen  musicians ;"  but  the  motion 
was  lost  Mr.  McDougall  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  yeas — ^thirty- 
seven  ;  nays,  two ;  so  the  bill  passed  the  Senate. 

In  the  House,  on  the  tenth  of  June,  Mr.  Blair, 
from  the  Military  Committee,  to  whom  the  bill 
had  been  referred,  reported  it  back  with  amend- 
ments. l*he  first  amendment  proposed  to  strike 
out  the  first  section,  providing  that  brevet  com- 
missions should  not  entitle  officers  to  increase  of 
pay,  and  it  was  stricken  out  The  second  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  striking  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  second  section,  disallowing  commu- 
tation of  forage,  makins  it  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  The  third  amendment  proposed  to  amend 
the  section  so  as  to  provide  that  when  forage  in 
kind  could  not  be  furnished,  officers  should  be 
entitled  to  commute.  Mr.  Blair  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment,  so  as  to  allow  officers  assigned 
to  duty  requiring  them  to  be  mounted,  to  receive 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  cavalry  officers  of  the 
same  rank.  The  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  amendment  adopted.  The 
fourth  amendment  to  the  bill  proposed  to  strike 
out  the  sixth  section,  abolishing  regimental  bands. 
Mr.  Mcpherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Fouke,  of 
Illinois,  and  Mr.  Edwards,  of  New-Hampshire,  op- 
posed the  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected.  The 
fifth  amendment  proposed  to  strike  out  in  the 
seventh  section  the  word  ^^  brigade,"  and  insert 
**  regimental,''  so  that  a  regiment,  instead  of  a 
brigade,  should  have  sixteen  musicians ;  but  it 
was  disagreed  to. 

The  seventh  amendment  to  strike  out  the  ninth 
section,  deducting  ten  per  cent  from  the  pay  of 
Government  officers  during  the  rebellion,  was 
agreed  to.  The  eighth  amendment,  requiring 
chaplains  employed  at  military  posts  to  reside  at 
the  posts,  and  be  subject  to  such  rules  in  relation 
to  leave  of  absence  as  commissioned  officers,  was 
adopted.  The  ninth  amendment  proposed  to 
strike  out  the  twelfth  section,  repealing  the  law 
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allowing  forty  cents  per  day  fbr  the  use  and  risk 
of  horses  of  company  officers  of  cavalry ;  and  it 
was  agreed  to — yeas,  forty-eight;   nays,  forty- 
seven.    The  tenth  amendment  proposed  to  amend 
the  thirteenth  section,  providing  th&t  an  officer 
under  arrest  should  he  discharged  unless  a  copy 
of  the  charges  against  him  should  he  served 
on  him  within  eight  days,  so  as  to  read,  **  may  he 
tried  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will 
permit"     On  motion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  of  New- 
Hampshire,  the  amendment  was  amended  by 
adding  the  words,  "  within  twelve  months  after 
such  release  from  arrest ;"  and  the  amendment  as 
amended  was  agreed  to.     The  eleventh  amend- 
ment proposed  to  strike  out  the  fourteenth  sec- 
tion, providing  for  retiring  officers  borne  on  the 
army  or  navy  register  forty-five  years,  or  who 
should  be  sixty-two  years  of  age ;  but  the  amend- 
ment was  lost — ^yeas,  twenty-eight ;  nays,  sixty- 
eight.    The  twelfth  amendment^  striking  out  the 
fifteenth  section,  authorizing  the  President  to  as- 
sign to  duty  retired  officers,  was  disagreed  to. 
The  thirteenth  am^dment  proposed  to  strike  out 
the  sixteenth  section,  relating  to  the  mileage  of 
members  of  Congress.    Mr.  F.  A.  Gonkling,  of 
New- York,  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so 
as  to  allow  members  of  Congress  their  actual 
travelling  expenses,  and  it  was  agreed  to— yeas, 
ninety ;  nays,  thirty-three.     The  amendment  as 
amended  was  agreed  to.     Mr.  Washbume  moved 
to  reconsider  that  vote,  and  lay  the  motfon  on  the 
table.     This  motion  was  agreed  to,  so  the  six- 
teenth section  was  stricken  out     The  House,  by 
a  vote  of  seventy -three  to  twenty-one,  agreed  to 
the  fourteenth  amendment^  striking  out  the  eight- 
eenth section,  disallowing  commutation  of  fuel 
and  quarters  to  officers.     The  bill  was  amended 
by  agreeing  to  the  sixteenth  amendment,  placing 
volunteer  engineers  on  the  same  footing,  in  re- 
gard to  pay,  emolument,  and  organization,  as  en- 
gineers of  the  regular  army.     The  seventeenth 
amendment  proposed  to  add  a  new  section,  pro* 
viding  that  vacancies  occurring  among  officers  of 
volunteer  regiments  should  be  filled  by  the  Pres- 
ident, on  the  recommendation  of  officers  of  the 
regiments.      Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr. 
Mcpherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  opposed  the  amend; 
ment,  and  Mr.  Browne,  of  Rhode  Island,  advo- 
cated it     On  the  twelfth,  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  was  resumed,  and  the  amendment  re- 
jected.     The  eighteenth  amendment^  providing 
that  volunteer  officers  should  have  equal  rank 
with  officers  of  like  grade  having  commissions 
from  the  United  States,  was  agreed  to.     An 
amendment  was  adopted  repealing  the  law  re- 
taining two  dollars  per  month  of  the  pay  of  pri- 
vates in  the  regular  army  until  the  expiration  of 
their  term  of  service.     The  twentieth  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  authorizing  the  President  to 
accept  the  services  of  foreign  officers,  and  grant 
them  commissions  in  the  volunteer  forces.     A 
new  section  was  added,  requiring  volunteers  to 
be  examined  as  to  their  physical  condition,  in 
the  same  manner  as  men  enlisted  into  the  regu- 
lar army.      The  twenty-second  amendment  of 
the  Committee  authorized  the  President  to  assign 


army  officers  as  field-officers,  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  Governors  of  States ;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to.      The  twenty-thVrd  amendment, 
providing  that  any  alien  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  and  upward,  who  had  enlisted  or  should 
enlist  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  either 
the  r^ular  or  Tolunteer  forces,  and  had  been  or 
might  be  thereafter  honorably  discharged,  might 
be  admittetl  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  upon  his  petition,  without  any  previous 
declaration  of  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen, 
was  agreed  to.     The  twenty-fourth  amendment 
was  agreed  to,  providing  that  thereafter,  every 
contractor  for  subsistence,  clothing,  arms,  am- 
munition, munitions  of  war,  and  for  every  de- 
scription of  supplies  for  the  army  or  navy  of  the 
United  States,  should  be  subjected  to  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war,  so  far  as  the  same  were  ap- 
plicable.    On  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana, 
the  bill  was  amended  by  adding  a  new  section, 
providing  that  there  should  be  added  to  the  Ad- 
jutant-Generars  department,  by  regular  promo- 
tion of  its  present  officers,  one  colonel,  two  lieu- 
tenant-colonels, and  nine  majors;  and  that  the 
grade  of  captain  in  said  department  be  abolished, 
-and  all  vacancies  occurring  in  the  grade  of  major 
should  be  filled  by  selection   from  among   the 
captains  of  the  army.     Mr.  Blair  called  for  the 
previous  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  it 
was  ordered,  and  the  bill  passed  without  a  di- 
vision. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth,  the  House 
amendments  were  referred  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, and  on  the  eighteenth  Mr.  Wilson  report- 
ed back  the  bill  and  House  amendments,  with  an 
amendment  On  the  nineteenth,  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  amendments  of  the  House ;  agreed 
to  some  of  them,  and  disagreed  to  others,  and 
agreed  to  others  with  amendments.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  on  the  twentieth,  the  Senate  asked 
a  committee  of  conference,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Nesmith,  and  Mr.  Howard  were  appointed  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  The  House  in- 
sisted upon  its  amendments,  agreed  to  a  commit- 
tee of  conference,  and  Mr.  Olin,  of  New- York, 
Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Browne,  of 
Rhode  Island,  were  appointed  managers.  On 
the  seventh  of  July,  Mr.  Wilson,  fi*om  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  reported  to  the  Senate  that 
they  recommend  to  their  respective  Houses: 
'*  That  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  disagreement 
to  the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  said  bill ; 
and  that  the  House  adhere  to  its  disagreement  to 
the  Senate^s  amendments  to  the  House  amend- 
ments to  said  bill."  The  Senate  and  House  both 
concurred  in  the  report  of  the  conference  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Wilson,  by  unanimous  consent,  then  in- 
troduced a  bill  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  certain  officers  of  the  army,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, which  was  read  twice.  The  bill  provided 
that  officers  entitled  to  forage  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  commute  it,  but  might  draw  forage  in 
kind.  That  when  forage  in  kind  could  not  be 
furnished^  then  officers  might  commute  it     That 
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officers  assigned  to  duty  which  required  them  to 
be  mounted,  should,  on  such  duty,  receive  the 
pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances  of  cavalry  offi- 
cers of  the  same  grade.  That  major-generals 
should  be  entitled  to  draw  forage  in  kind  for  five 
horses ;  brigadier-generals  for  four  horses ;  col- 
onels, lieutenant-colonels,  and  majors,  for  two 
horses  each ;  captains  and  lieutenants  of  cavalry 
and  artillery,  or  having  the  cavalry  allowance,  for 
two  horses  each  ;  and  chaplains,  for  one  horse. 
That  whenever  an  officer  of  the  army  should  em- 
ploy a  soldier  as  his  servant,  he  should  deduct 
from  his  own  monthly  pay  the  full  amount  paid 
to  oi^  expended  by  the  Government  per  month  on 
account  of  the  soldier.  That  the  act  to  increase 
the  pay  of  privates  in  the  regular  army  and  in 
the  volunteers,  should  not  be  so  construed  as  to 
increase  the  emoluments  of  the  commissioned 
officers.  That  the  act  which  authorized  each 
regiment  of  volunteers  to  have  twenty-four  mu- 
sicians for  a  band,  be  repealed.  That  each  bri- 
gade might  have  sixteen  musicians  as  a  band, 
who  should  receive  the  pay  and  allowances  pro- 
vided by  law  for  regimental  bands.  That  in  lieu 
of  the  rate  of  mileage  allowed  to  officers  where 
transportation  in  kind  was  not  furnished  to  them, 
not  more  than  six  cents  per  mile  should  thereafter 
be  allowed,  unless  where  an  officer  was  ordered 
from  a  station  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  to 
one  west  of  the  same  mountains,  or  «t<^  versa^ 
when  ten  cents  per  mile  should  be  allowed.  That 
no  person  should  be  appointed  a  chaplain  who 
was  not  a  regularly  ordained  minister  of  some 
religious  denomination,  and  who  did  not  present 
testimonials  of  his  good  standing  as  such  minis- 
ter, with  a  recommendation  for  his  appointment 
as  an  army  chaplain  from  some  authorized  eccle- 
siastical body,  or  not  less  than  five  accredited 
ministers  belonging  to  said  religious  denomina- 
tion. That  the  compensation  of  chaplains  should 
be  one  hundred  dollars  per  month  and  two  ra- 
tions a  day  when  on  duty ;  and  the  chaplains  of 
the  permanent  hospitals  should  be  nominated  to 
the  Senate  for  its  iidvice  and  consent ;  and  chap- 
lains employed  at  the  military  posts  should  be 
required  to  reside  at  the  posts,  and  chaplains 
should  be  subject  to  such  rules  in  relation  to 
leave  of  absence  as  were  prescribed  for  officers  of 
the  army.  That  so  much  of  the  law  as  allowed 
forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the 
horses  of  company  officers  of  cavalry,  be  re- 
pealed. That  whenever  an  officer  should  be  put 
under  arrest,  except  at  remote  military  posts, 
the  officer  by  whose  orders  he  was  arrested  should 
see  that  a  copy  of  the  charges  were  served  upon 
him  within  eight  days,  and  that  he  should  bo 
brought  to  trial  within  ten  days  thereafter,  un- 
less the  necessities  of  the  service  prevent  such 
trial ;  and  then  he  should  be  brought  to  trial 
within  thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of  the  ten 
days  or  the  arrest  should  cease :  that  if  the  copy 
of  the  charges  were  not  served  upon  the  arrested 
officer,  the  arrest  should  cease ;  but  officers  re- 
leased from  arrest  might  be  tried  whenever  the 
exigencies  of  the  service  permit,  within  twelve 
months ;   and  these  provisions  should  lapply  to 


all  persons  under  arrest      That  whenever  the 
name  of  any  officer  of  the  army  or  marine  corps 
should  have  been  borne  on  the  army  register  or 
naval  register  forty-five  years,  or  he  should  be 
of  the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  it  should  be  in  the 
discretion  of  the  President  to  retire  him  from  ac* 
tive  service,  and  the  President  was  authorized  to 
assign  him  to  any  appropriate  duty,  and  he  should 
receive  the  full  pay  and  emoluments  of  his  grade 
while  so  assigned.     That  all  contracts  for  the 
purchase  of  goods  should  be  promptly  reported 
to  Congress.     That  no  contract  should  be  trans- 
ferred by  the  party  or  parties  to  whom  such  con- 
tract might  be  given  to  any  other  party,  and  that 
any  such  transfer  should  cause  the  annulment  of 
the  contract     That  every  person  who  should  fur- 
nish supplies  to  the  army  or  navy  should  be  re- 
quired to  mark  the  same,  with  the  name  or  names 
of  the  contractors,  and  no  supplies  should  be  re- 
ceived unless  so  marked.     Thaf  any  person  who 
should  contract  to  furnish  supplies  for  the  army 
or  navy  should  be  deemed  and  taken  as  a  part 
of  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States, 
and  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  government  of  the  land  Jind  naval  forces. 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  au- 
thorized and  requested  to  dismiss  from  the  mili- 
tary service  either  in  the  army,  navy,  or  marine 
corps,  or  volunteer  force,  any  officer  for  any  cause 
which,  in  his  judgment,  either  rendered  such  of- 
ficer unsuitable  ror,  or  whose  dismission  would 
promote  the  public  service.     That  the  President 
should  have  power  to  purchase  cemetery  grounds 
for  the  soldiers  who  should  die  in  the  service. 
That  so  much  of  the  act  of  1861  as  authorized 
the  appointment  of  additional  aids-de-camp,  be 
repealed.     That  the  different  regiments  and  inde- 
pendent companies  mustered  as  volunteer  engi- 
neers, pioneers,  or  sappers  and  miners,  should  be 
recognized  as  volunteer  engineers,  on  the  same 
footing,  in  all  respects,  in  regard  to  their  organ- 
ization, pay,  and  emoluments,  as  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers of  the  regular  army.     That  any  alien,  of 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  upward,  who  had 
been  or  might  thereafler  be  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service,  might  be  admitted  to  become  a 
citizen  without  any  previous  declaration  of  his  in- 
tention to  become  a  citizen,  and  he  should  not  be 
required  to  prove  more  than  one  year's  residence 
within  the  United  States  previous  to  his  applica- 
tion to  become  such  citizen.     And   that  there 
should  be  added  to  the  Adjutant-Generars  de- 
partment, by  regular  promotion,  one  colonel,  two 
lieutenant-colonels,  and  nine  majors;    and  the 
grade  of  captain  in  the  department  should  be  abol- 
ished, and  all  vacancies  occurring  in  the  grade  of 
major  should  be  filled  by  selection  from  among 
the  captains  of  the  army.      On  the  eighth,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
and' Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  as 
provided  for  the  addition  and  promotion  in  the 
Adjutant- General's  office — yeas,   fifteen;    nays, 
twenty ;  so  the  amendment  was  lost     The  bill 
was  then  passed  without  a  division.       In  the 
House,  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Olin  called  up  the 
bill  from  the  Speaker's  table,  and  it  was  passed 
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without  a  division,  and  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  seventeenth  of  July,  1862. 

No.  XXXIX.— n«  Bill  to  facilitate  the  Dis- 
charge of  Disabled  Soldiers  from  the  Army^ 
and  the  Inspectian  of  Convalescent  Hospitals 
and  Camps, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  seventeenth  of  Decem- 
ber, 1862,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  facilitate  the 
discharge  of  disabled  soldiers,  and  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  convalescent  camps  and  hospitals,  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading.  It  pro- 
posed to  add  to  the  medical  corps  of  the  army 
two  medical  inspectors-general,  and  eight  medi- 
cal inspectors,  to  be  appointed  by  selection  from 
the  medical  corps  of  the  army,  or  from  the  sur- 
geons in  the  volunteer  service,  without  regard  to 
rank,  but  with  sole  r^ard  to  qualifications.  It 
provided  that  the  officers  of  the  medical  inspect- 
or's department  should  be  charged  with  the  duty 
of  making  regular  and  frequent  inspections  of 
all  military  general  hospitals  and  convalescent 
camps,  and  upon  each  inspection  to  designate  to 
the  surgeon  in  charge  of  such  hospitals  or  camps, 
all  soldiers  who  might  be  fit  subjects  for  dis-' 
charge  from  the  service  on  surgeon's  certificate 
of  disability,  or  sufficiently  recovered  to  be  re- 
turned t^  their  regiments  for  duty;  and  the 
medical  inspecting  officers  were  empowered  to 
direct  the  return  to  duty,  or  the  discharge  from 
the  service,  of  the  soldiers  designated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hale,  the  provision  author- 
izing the  President  to  select  from  the  medical 
corps  of  the  army  or  from  the  volunteer  forces, 
was  stricken  out  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend, 
by  adding  as,  a  new  section,  that  all  **  three 
years  or  during  the  war"  volunteers,  raised  or 
enlisted  by  the  order  or  under  the  authority  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  be  entitled  to  the  bounty 
authorized  to  be  paid  to  volunteers  raised  or  re- 
cruited by  the  States  under  existing  laws.  He 
explained  the  object  of  the  amendment  to  be,  to 
place  the  "gray  beard"  regiment  of  his  State, 
made  up  of  enlisted  men  over  forty-five  years 
of  age,  upon  the  same  footing  as  other  three 
years  volunteers.  At  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Fessenden,  Mr.  Grimes  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment, with  the  view  of  introducing  it  as  a  new 
bill.  The  bill  was  further  discussed  by  Mr. 
Foster,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr. 
Fessenden,  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Nesmith,  and  Mr. 
Hale.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Fessenden,  it  was 
amended,  by  taking  out  the  words  *'  two  medical 
inspectors-general.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  it 
was  made  the  duty  of  the  medical  inspectors  to 
see  that  soldiers,  fit  subjects  for  discharge,  were 
discharged,  or  if  sufficiently  recovered,  returned 
to  their  regiments.  The  bill,  as  amended,  was 
then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  nineteenth,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Buffinton,  of  Massachusetts,  the  bill  was 
taken  from  the  Speaker's  table.  Mr.  Blake,  of 
Ohio,  moved  to  amend  it,  so  as  not  to  require 
discharges  on  surgeon's  certificates.  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson, of  Illinois,  and  Mr.  McPherson,  of  Penn- 


sylvania, opposed  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  6 
withdrew  it  The  bill  was  then  passed  will 
a  division,  and  was  approved  by  the  Presii 
on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  December,  11 

No.  XL. — The  Bill  to  improve  the  Organiza 
of  the  Cavalry  Forces. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixteenth  of  Decern 

1862,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,   in  trod  i 
a  bill  to  improve  the  organization  of  the  cav 
forces,  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs;     On  the  se* 
teenth,   Mr.  Wilson  reported  it*  back   witl: 
amendment      It  provided   that  thereafter  f. 
regiment  of  cavalry  might  have  two  assist 
surgeons,  and  that  each   company  of    cav: 
should  have  from   sixty  to  seventy-eight 
vates.     Mr.  Wilson   explained   that  the  ob 
was  to  have  a  minimum  number  in  the  cavi 
as  in  the  infantry  and  artillery.     The  law 
construed   to  require   seventy-eight  private< 
each  company  before  organization.     At  the  i 
gestion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Wilson   moved 
amend,   so  that   ^*each  company   hereafter 
ganized"  should   have  from   sixty  to   sevei 
eight  privates.     The  amendment  was  agreed 
and  the  bill  passed.      In  the  House,    on 
twenty-third,   on  motion  of  Mr.   Dunn,   of 
diana,   the  bill  was  taken  from  the  Speak 
table,  and  passed.      It  was  approved   by 
President  on  the  sixth  day  of  January,  II 

No.  XLI. — The  Bill  to  increase  the  Clerical 
other  Force  of  the  Quartermcbster-Gener 
Office,  and  for  other  purposes. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  Janu 

1863,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  3 
tary  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
pointment  of  three  auditors  and  a  solicitor 
the  quartermaster's  department,  and  to  incr( 
the  clerical  force  of  the  Quartermaster-Genei 
office.  The  bill  provided  that  there  shouUi 
appointed  three  auditors  of  the  quartermast 
department,  who  should  each  receive  a  comj 
sation  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum, 
who  should  perform  such  duties  as  might  bo 
signed  to  them,  under  the  direction  of  the  Q< 
termaster-General,  and  in  his  office,  in  conned 
with  the  examination  and  settlement  of  accou 
of  money  and  property ;  and  one  solicitor,  i 
compensation  of  two  thousand  dollars  per 
num,  who  should  be  a  person  of  legal  knowle 
and  ability,  and  who  should,  under  the  dircci 
of  the  Quartermaster-General,  take  charge  of, 
advise  the  Quartermaster-General  upon  all  1* 
questions  arising  in  the  service  of  the  quar 
master's  department  It  also  provided  that  tl 
should  be  added  to  the  clerical  force  of  the  Qi 
termaster-General's  office  one  hundred  and  t^ 
ty  clerks  of  class  one,  and  thirty  copyists,  a1 
annual  compensation  of  six  hundred  dollars, 
the  sixteenth,  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WiU 
was  taken  up,  and  briefly  debated  by  Mr.  } 
son,  Mr.  Lane,  Mr.  Trumbull,  ^r.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Pomeroy.  On  the  twenty-third,  the  Ser 
resumed^ its    consideration.      Mr.  Harlan    j 
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posed  to  amend  the  first  section,  by  striking 
out  the  word  ^*  auditors,"  and  inserting  **  as- 
sistant quartermasters^eneral ;"  bat  after  de- 
bate, withdrew  it  Mr.  Hale  would  strike  out 
the  first  section,  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  three  auditors  and  one  solicitor.  On 'the 
twenty-fourth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill;  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  the  first  section  was  stricken  out,  and 
the  second  section  so  modified  as  to  read :  "  That 
there  should  be  added  to  the  clerical  and  other 
force  in  the  office  of  the  Quartermaster- General 
four  clerss  of  class  four,  ninety  clerks  of  class 
one,  and  thirty  copyists  and  six  laborers,  at  an 
annual  compensation  of  six  hundred  dollars  each, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War."  Mr. 
Fessenden  moved  to  amend,  by  adding  as  a 
new  section :  ^^  That  in  settling  the  accounts  of 
officers  for  clothing  and  other  military  supplies, 
the  affidavit  of  any  officer  may  be  received,  to 
show  the  loss  of  vouchers,  or  company  books,  or 
any  matter  or  circumstance  tending  to  prove 
that  any  apparent  deficiency  was  dbcasioned  by 
unavoidable  accident  or  loss  in  actual  service, 
without  any  fault  on  his  paft;  or  that  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  such  clothing  and  supplies  had 
been  properly  and  legally  used  and  appropriated ; 
and  such  affidavits  may  be  considered  as  evidence 
to  establish  the  facts  set  forth,  with  or  without 
other  evidence,  as  may  seem  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  just  and  proper  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case."  Mr.  Trumbull  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  by  inserting  after  the  word  **  offi- 
cer**  the  words,  "stating  that  he  knows  of  no 
witness  by  whom  he  can  prove  the  same  facts." 
Mr.  Fessenden  objected  to  Mr.  Trumbuirs  amend- 
ment, and  after  debate  withdrew  his  own  amend- 
ment Mr.  Rice  renewed  it,  and  Mr.  Trumbull 
renewed  his  amendment  to  the  amendment,  and 
it  was  lost— yeas,  seventeen  ;  nays,  eighteen. 
Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out 
of  the  original  amendment  the  word  '*  officers," 
and  inserting  "commanding  officer  of  a  com- 
pany," and  it  was  agreed  to.  The  amendment 
as  amended  was  then  agreed  to— yeas,  twenty- 
one  ;  nays,  sixteen.  The  bill  as  amended  was 
then  passed,  and  the  title  so  amended  as  to  read : 
"  A  bill  to  authorize  the  increase  of  the  clerical 
and  other  force  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, and  for  other  purposes." 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-sixth,  Mr.  Olin, 
of  New- York,  moved  the  reference  of  the  bill  to 
the  Military  Committee,  and  it  was  so  referred. 
Mr.  McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  ^iilitary  Affairs,  reported  it  back  with- 
out amendment  It  was  passed  without  a  divi- 
sion, and  approved  by  the  President  on  the  sev- 
enth day  of  February,  1868. 

No.  XLII. — The  Bill  to  authorize  the  RaUing 
of  a  Volunteer  Force  for  the  Defence  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twelfi;h  of  December, 
1861,  Mr.  Blair,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  raising 
of  a  volunteer  force  for  the  better  defence  of 


Kentucky.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio, 
it  was  so  amended  as  to  subject  the  force  so 
raised  to  "the  rules  and  regulations  of  war." 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wickliffe,  its  further  consider- 
ation was  postponed  to  the  sixteenth,  and  on 
that  day  it  was  taken  up,  debated,  amended,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate,  on  the  seventeenth,  referred  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On 
the  sixteenth  of  July,  1862,  Mr.  Wilson  reported* 
it  back  with  an  amendment  The  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  proceeded  to  its  considera- 
tion. It  proposed  to  empower  the  Military 
Board  of  Kentucky  to  raise,  and  organize  into 
regiments,  a  volunteer  force  not  exceeding  twen- 
ty thousand  rank  and  file,  to  serve  for  one  year 
within  the  limits  of  Kentucky  in  repelling  inva- 
sion, suppressing  insurrection,  and  guarding  and 
protecting  the  public  property ;  but  at  any  time 
that  it  might  be  necessary,  these  troops  might 
be  employed  out  of  the  limits  of  Kentucky 
against  the  enemies  of  the  State  or  of  the 
United  States.  The  officers  and  Soldiers  en- 
rolled and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  were  to  be  subject  to  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war,  and  to  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  with  other  volunteers  of  the  United 
States  as  to  pay,  subsistence,  clothing,  and  other 
emoluments,  for  and  during  the  time  they  might 
be  in  service.  The  Military  Committee  reported, 
as  an  amendment,  a  new  section,  providing  that 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  department  of  which 
Kentucky  might  be  a  part,  the  volunteers  au- 
thorized to  be  raised  by  this  act,  or  any  por- 
tion of  them,  might  attach  themselves  to,  and 
become  part  of  the  body  of  the  three  years  Ken- 
tucky volunteers.  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Collamer,  the  bill  was 
further  amended,  so  that  the  officers  and  men 
should  only  be  paid  while  in  "  actual  service." 
After  debate,  in  which  Mi^  Davis,  Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  LfTtie,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Cowan  par- 
ticipated, Mr.  Trumbull  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Howe  took  the 
floor,  and  the  bill  went  over,  and  was  not  again 
called  up  during  that  session. 

On  the  fifth  of  January,  1863,  Mr.  Davis 
moved  to  take  up  the  bill  for  consideration, 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Trumbull, 
after  debate,  withdrew  his  motion  for  indefinite 
postponement,  and  the  bill  was  amended,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  so  as  to  authorize  the  troops 
to  be  raised  by  the  "  Governor"  instead  of  the 
"  Military  Board ;"  further  amended,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Collamer,  so  as  to  allow  the  troops  to  be 
raised  with  "  the  consent  of  the  President,"  and 
then  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  recommitted  to  the 
Military  Committee. 

On  the  eighth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  the  bill 
back,  with  an  amendment  in  the  nature  of  a 
substitute.  The  Senate,  on  the  ninth,  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  and  the  amend- 
ment. The  amendment  reported  by  the  Military 
Committee  was  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enact- 
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ing  clause,  and  insert:  That  the  Governor  of 
Kentucky,  by  the  consent  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  should  have  the  power  to 
raise  and  organize  into  regiments  a  volunteer 
force  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand,  to  serve 
for  the  term  of  twelve  months,  to  be  employed 
within  the  limits  of  Kentucky  in  repelling  inva- 
sion, suppressing  insurrection,  and  guarding  and 
protecting  the  public  property:  Provided,  that 
at  any  time  it  might  be  necessary,  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  President,  these  troops  might  be 
employed  out  of  the  limits  of  Kentucky  against 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States.  That  the  regi- 
mental and  company  officers  should  be  appoint- 
ed and  commissioned  by  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
provided  the  officers  should  be  entitled  to  pay 
only  when  the  regiments  or  companies  were  filled 
as  required  by  law  and  while  in  actual  service. 
That  the  regiments,  when  raised  and  officered, 
should  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  be  subject  to  the 
command  of  the  President.  That  the  officers  and 
soldiers  thus  enrolled  and  mustered  into  service 
should  be  subiect  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  and  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing 
as  other  volunteers  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  as  to  pay,  subsistence,  clothing,  and  other 
emoluments,  except  bounty,  for  and  during  the 
time  they  might  be  in  actual  service  That  a 
portion  of  this  volunteer  corps,  not  exceeding 
two  regiments,  might  be  mounted,  and  armed  as 
mounted  riflemen.  That  the  President  should 
have  power  to  make  such  other  regulations  in 
regard  to  the  organization  of  this  force  as  he 
should  deem  expedient  for  the  interest'  of  the 
service.  That  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
President,  the  volunteers  authorized  to  be  raised 
by  this  act,  or  any  portion  of  them,  might  be 
attached  to  and  become  part  of  the  three  years 
Kentucky  volunteers.  Mr.  Harlan  moved  to 
amend,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  Governor  of 
Kentucky,"  and  inserting  the  word  •*  President," 
so  that  the  President  should  be  authorized  to 
raise  twenty  thousand  one  year's  volunteers  in 
any  State  or  States,  instead  of  authorizing  the 
Governor  of  Kentucky  to  raise  that  number  of 
men  in  that  State.  After  debate,  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to — ^yeas,  nineteen ;  nays,  six- 
teen. 

The  Senate,  on  the  twelfth,  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane, 
of  Indiana,  reconsidered  the  vote  on  Mr.  Har- 
lan's amendment  —  yeas,  twenty-one  ;  nays, 
fourteen.  That  amendment,  and  others  agreed 
to  on  the  ninth,  were  then  rejected.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Davis,  it  was  so  amended  that  the  troops 
should  be  ^^'raised  within  the  State  of  Kentucky." 
Mr.  Clark  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  one  week;  but  the  motion  was 
lost— yeas,  thirteen ;  nays,  twenty-four.  It  was 
then  passed — ^yeas,  twenty-three ;  nays,  thirteen. 
The  bill  was,  on  the  sixteenth,  referred  by  the 
House  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs. 
On  the  fourth  of  February,  Mr.  Yeaman,  of 
Kentucky,  reported  it  back,  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  be  con- 


curred in.  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania,  move 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
lost  —  yeas,  twenty-five  ;  nays,  ninety-thre< 
Mr.  Olin  moved  the  previous  question,  and  ur 
der  its  operation  the  substitute  of  the  Senal 
was  agreed  to.  So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  a] 
proved  by  the  President  on  the  seventh  of  Fel 
ruary,  1868. 

• 
No.  XLIIL — TheBiU  to  promote  the  effidtjusy  < 

the  Comminary  Department 

In  the  House,  on  the.  eighth  of  Januar 
1868,  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois,  introduced 
bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  commissai 
department,  which  was  read  twice  and  rcferrc 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  Mr.  Mar 
ton,  of  New-Hampshire,  on  the  fourth  of  Febn 
ary,  reported  it  back  with  an  amendment 

The  bill  provided  that  there  should  be  adde 
to  the  subsistence  department  of  the  array,  b 
regular  promotions  therein,  one  brigadier-gen ers 
who  should  be  commissary -general  of  8ubsi< 
ence ;  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  and  U 
majors ;  the  colonel  and  lieutenant-colonel  to  1 
assistant  commissaries-general  of  subsistence 
and  that  the  vacancies  in  the  above-mention  < 
grades  should  be  filled  by  regular  promotions 
the  department 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  propose 
to  amend  by  adding  to  the  bill,  that  the  vaca 
cies  created  by  the  promotions  therein  authc 
ized  might  be  filled  by  selections  fh>m  officers 
the  regular  or  volunteer  force ;  and  the  amen 
ment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed. 

On  the  seventh,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  \ 
Lane,  of  Indiana,  took  it  up  for  consideratio 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  that  t 
commissary-general,  who  was  to  have  the  rai 
a  brigadier-general,  should  be  appointed  by  \ 
lection,  and  the  other  officers  by  regular  pi 
motion.  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Ten  Ey< 
Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  and  Mr.  Howe  opposed*  t 
amendment,  and  Mr.  Grimes  and  Mr.  Wilson  i 
vocated  it,  not  in  opposition  to  the  promotion 
Colonel  Taylor,  the  Commissary- General,  I 
upon  the  ground  that  general  officers  were  i 
pointed  by  selection.  Mr.  Wilkinson  was  c 
posed  to  the  bill  and  the  amendment  Mr.  W 
son  modified  his  amendment  so  that  the  como] 
sary-general  should  be  selected  from  the  co 
missary  department;  and  it  was  then' agreed 
and  the  bill  passed.  On  the  same  day,  the  Hou 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Buffinton,  of  Massachuset 
concurred  in  the  Senate  amendment,  and  the  \ 
was  passed,  and  it  was  approved  on  the  nin 
of  February,  1863. 

No.  XLIV. — The  Joint  Reeolutwn  to  fttcilit 
the  Payment  of  sick  and  wotmded  Soldl^n 
the  Hospitals  and  Convalescent  Camps, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth  of  Februa 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  joint  resolutior 
facilitate  the  discharge  of  sick  and  wounded  t 
diers  in  the  hospitals  and  convalescent  cam 
which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Milit 
Committee.     On  the  twenlieth,  Mr.  WiUoii 
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parted  it  back  without  amendment  It  directed 
the  Paymaster-General  to  take  immediate  mea- 
sures for  the  payment  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  in  the  convalescent  camps,  hospitals, 
and  elsewhere,  so  that  they  might  be  fully  paid 
within  thirty  days  from  the  passage  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Wilson  asked  for  the  immediate  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution,  and  there  being  no  ob- 
jection, the  Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 
Mr.  Fessendcn  stated  the  difficulty  to  be  the  want 
of  the  descriptive  lists  in  the  hospitals  and  con- 
valescent camps,  Mr.  Wilson  thought  the  diffi- 
culty grew  out  of  the  want  of  system.  He  want- 
ed to  force  the  paj  department  to  put  its  strength 
upon  the  convalescent  camps  and  hospitals,  have 
every  inan*s  case  examined,  and  have  him  paid 
in  thirty  days.  Mr.  Grimes  did  not  think  the 
object  could  be  accomplished  in  thirty  days,  if  it 
was  applied  to  the  whole  country ;  and  he  moved 
to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  word 
word  "  thirty"  and  inserting  "  sixty."  Mr.  Ten 
Eyck  opposed  the  amendment.  Mr.  Wilson 
thought  there  was  something  in  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Grimes,  and  he  would  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment It  was  adopted,  and  the  resolution  passed. 
On  the  second  of  March,  the  joint  resolution  was 
taken  up  in  the  House  and  passed ;  and  the  Pre- 
sident approved  it  on  the  third  of  March,  1868. 

No.  XLV. — The  Bill  for  Enrolling  and  Calling 
out  the  National  Forces,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Janu- 
ary, 1863,  Mr.  Wilsdn,  of  Massachusetts,  intro- 
duced a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  reenlist- 
ments,  and  for  the  enrolling  and  drafting  the 
militia,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs.  On  the  thirty -first,  Mr.  Wilson 
report^  it  back,  with  an  amendment  as  a  sub- 
stitute. On  the  fourth  and  fifth  of  February,  the 
bill  was  debated  by  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Richardson,  Mr.  Trumbull,. Mr.  CarUsle,  Mr. 
Bayard,  Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Howard,  Mr.  Davis, 
and  Mr.  Doolittle,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of 
Indiana,  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affiurs. 

On  the  ninth  of  February,  Mr.  Wilson,  from 
the  Military  Committee,  reported  a  bill  for  en- 
rolling and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and 
for  other  purposes,  in  thirty-six  sections.  The 
Senate^  on  the  sixteenth,  proceeded  to  its  consid- 
eration as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Wil- 
son, in  explanation  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
said: 

*'  Sir,  we  have  endeavored  to  frame  this  great 
measure  for  the  defence  of  the  periled  nation 
against  the  blows  of  armed  treason  so  as  to  bear 
as  lightly  as  possible  upon  the  toiling  masses, 
and  to  put  the  burdens,  as  far  as  we  could  do  so, 
equally  upon  the  more  favored  of  the  sons  of  men. 
It  is  impossible,  in  this  world  of  inequality,  to 
frame  a  measure  of  this  character  to  bear  equally 
upon  all  conditions  of  men ;  but  this  bill  has 
been  framed  in  the  earnest  desire  to  make  its 
burdens  fall  as  gently  as  possible  upon  the  poor 


and  dependent  sons  of  toil.  But  it  is  a  high  tfnd 
sacred  duty,  resting  alike  upon  all  the  citizens  of 
the  republic,  upon  the  sons  of  toil  and  misfor- 
tune and  the  more  favored  few,  to  labor,  to  suffer, 
ay,  to  die,  if  need  be,  for  their  country.  Never 
since  the  dawn  of  creation  have  the  men  of  any 
age  been  summoned  to  the  performance  of  a  high- 
er or  nobler  duty  than  are  the  men  of  this  gene- 
ration in  America.  The  passage  of  this  great 
measure  will  clothe  the  President  with  ample  au- 
thority to  summon  forth  the  sons  of  the  repub- 
lic to  the  performance  of  the  high  and  sacred 
duty  of  saving  their  country,  now  menaced,  and 
the  periled  cause  of  civilization  and  freedom  in 
America,  and  of  winning  the  lasting  gratitude  ot 
coming  ages,  and  that  endut4ng  renown  which 
follows  ever  dut^  nobly  and  bravely  done.  The 
enactment  of  this  bill  will  give  confidence  to  the 
Government,  strength  to  the  country,  and  joy  to 
the  worn  and  weary  soldiers  of  the  republio 
around  their  camp-fires  in  the  land  of  the  rebel- 
lion. 

**A  brief  analysis  of  the  sections  of  this  mea- 
sure will  exhibit  its  comprehensive  character, 
and  will,  I  am  sure,  commend  its  beneficent 
provisions  to  the  favor  of  Congress  and  of  the 
country. 

**  Section  one  declares  that  all  able-bodied  male 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  between  the  ages 
of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  shall  constitute  the 
national  forces,  and  be  liable  to  mlKtary  duty  at 
call  of  the  President,  with  certain  exceptions. 

"Section  two  exempts  the  Vice-President, 
judges  of  the  various  courts  of  the  United  States ; 
heads  of  departments ;  the  only  son  of  aged  and 
infirm  parents  dependent  upon  him;  or  where 
more  than  one  son,  in  such  cases  the  father  may 
elect  which  shall  be  exempt,  or  the  mother  if  the 
father  is  dead ;  only  brother  of  children  under 
twelve  whose  father  and  mother  are  dead ;  the  fa- 
ther of  motherless  children  under  twelve,  depend- 
ent upon  him  for  support ;  where  there  are  father 
and  sons  in  the  same  family  and  household,  and 
two  of  them  are  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States. 

"  Section  three  divides  the  forces  not  now  in 
service  into  two  classes.  1.  All  between  eight- 
een and  thirty  years  of  age,  and  all  the  unmar- 
ried between  thirty  and  forty-five.  2.  All  other 
persons  liable  to  do  military  duty ;  and  the  sec- 
ond class  not  to  be  called  into  service  until  after 
the  first  shall  have  been  called. 

"  Section  four  divides  the  United  States  into 
districts,  of  which  the  District  of  Columbia 
forms  one,  each  Territory  one  or  more  as  the 
President  shall  direct,  and  the  remainder  by  the 
congressional  districts,  as  fixed  by  State  laws, 
or  by  the  President  in  States  not  divided  into 
districts. 

"  Section  five  provides  that  the  President  shall 
appoint  a  provost-marshal  for  each  district^  with 
the  rank,  pay,  eta,  of  a  captain  ot  cavalry,  the 
whole  to  be  under  a  provost-marshal  general^ 
with  rank,  etc.,  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry,  whose 
office  shall  constitute  a  bureau  at  the  seat  of 
i  Government 


44 


REBELLION  RECORD,  1864. 


•Section  six  provides  that  the  Provost-Mar- 
shal General  shall  make  rules  for  government  of 
subordinates,  furnish  them  the  names  of  desert- 
ers, communicate  all  orders  of  the  President  for 
calling  out  the  national  forces ;  file  copies  of  en- 
rolment lists,  obtain  reports  from  his  subordi- 
nates; audit  all  accounts  connected  with  the 
service  under  his  direction,  and  perform  such 
other  duties  as  the  President  prescribes. 

"Section  seven.  The  provost-marshal  is  to 
arrest  and  send  to  the  nearest  military  post  all 
deserters  ;  to  inquire  into  and  report  to  his  supe- 
rior all  treasonable  practices ;  to  seize  and  con- 
fine spies  of  the  enemy ;  and  obey  generally  all 
lawful  regulations  and  orders  of  the  IVovost-Mar- 
shal  General. 

"  Section  eight  provides  for  a  board  of  enrol- 
ment in  each  district,  of  which  the  provost-mar- 
shal shall  be  president ;  the  others  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  one 
to  be  a  practising  physician  and  surgeon. 

''Section  nine  provides  that  the  board  shall 
divide  the  districts  into  sub-districts  of  not  ex- 
ceeding two  without  the  direction  of  the  Secret- 
tary  of  War,  before  March  tenth,  and  in  each  al- 
ternate year  thereafter ;  to  appoint  an  enrolling 
officer  in  each  sub-district,  and  furnish  blanks, 
etc.  The  officer  to  enroll  all  persons  in  his  sub- 
district  before  April  first,  noting  age,  residence, 
and  occupation,  and  report  to  the  board;  the 
board  to  consolidate  the  names  into  a  list,  and 
report  to  the  Provost-Marshal  General  before  first 
May. 

"  Section  ten  provides  for  separate  enrolment 
of  the  classes,  and  that  the  ages  shall  be  reckon- 
ed from  the  first  July  after  enrolment 

'*  Section  eleven.  The  enrolment  is  to  be  for 
two  years,  and  the  enrolled  to  be  liable  to  serve 
three  years,  or  for  the  war,  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  volunteers,  as  now  provided  by  law. 

"  Section  twelve.  In  case  of  call,  the  Presi- 
dent is  to  assign  to  each  district  the  number  of 
men  to  be  furnished  ;  the  board  to  draft  the  re- 
quired number,  and  sixty  per  cent  additional — 
the  drafted  men  to  be  notified  by  the  provost- 
marshal,  and  report  for  duty  within  ten  days. 

*^  Section  thirteen.  Men  failing  to  report,  to  be 
treated  as  deserters,  unless  they  show  non-liabil- 
ity to  do  military  duty. 

"  Section  fourteen  provides  for  the  inspection 
of  the  drafted  men  by  the  surgeon  of  the  board, 
and  the  hearing  of  claims  for  exemption  by  the 
board ;  their  decision  to  be  final  in  all  cases. 

"  Section  fifteen  provides  for  the  trial  and  pun- 
ishment of  surgeons  for  receiving  presents  or 
agreeing  to  receive  any  valuable  thing  for  mak- 
ing a  f^se  report  or  for  neglecting  to  make  a  re- 
port Punishment  to  be  fine  not  more  than  five 
hundred  dollars  nor  less  than  two  hundred  dol- 
lars, imprisonment  at  discretion  of  court-martial, 
and  dismissal  from  service. 

"  Section  sixteen  provides  for  the  discharge  of 
those  not  required,  and  payment  of  their  travel- 
ling expenses.  Also  for  the  payment  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  draft ;  expenses  of  arresting  and 
returning  deserters;  provides  against  commuta- 


tion to  the  provost-marshals  except  for  for 
and  for  pay  of  clerk  hire,  postage,  stationery, 

"Section  seventeen  provides  for  substitutei 

"Section  eighteen  provides  for  paying  a  bou 
of  fifty  dollars  to  all  the  present  volunteers 
rednlist  for  one  year,  one  half  on  reenlistin 
and  the  balance  at  the  end  of  the  term  of  n 
listment ;  those  who  reSnlist  for  two  years,  U 
ty-five  dollars  of  the  one  hundred  dollar  bot 
provided  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  J 
twenty-second,  1861,  relating  to  volunteers. 

"  Section  nineteen  provides  for  the  consol 
tion  of  companies  in  regiments  of  volunteers  f 
the  same  State,  when  reduced  to  one  half 
maximum,  and  for  a  reduction  of  the  officer 
such  cases  in  the  same  proportion. 

"  Section  twenty  provides  that  whenever  a 
giment  is  reduced  below  the  minimum  alio 
by  law,  no  officers  shall  be  appointed  beyond 
number  necessary  to  command  the  regiment 

"  Section  twenty-one  repeals  so  much  of 
tion  five  of  the  act  of  July  seventeenth,  186S 
requires  the  approval  of  the  President  to  a 
tence  of  a  court-martial  in  case  of  a  spy  or  a 
serter,  or  of  mutiny  or  murder,  and  substitutes 
approval  of  the  commanding  general  in  the  f 

"  Section  twenty-two  gives  to  courts-ma 
power  to  punish  absenting  officers  by  redu 
them  to  the  ranks  for  three  years. 

"Section  twenty-tftree  provides  that  soh 
shall  not  sell  or  dispose  of  the  clothes,  arm.";, 
furnished  by  the  United  States,  but  all  sucl: 
tides  may  be  seized  by  any  civil  or  military 
cer  and  delivered  to  any  quartermaster. 

"  Section  twenty-four  provides  for  the  pur 
ment  by  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  del 
and  imprisonment  not  less  than  six  months 
more  than  two  years,  for  enticing  a  soldier  t 
sert,  for  concealing  or  harboring  or  employii 
deserter,  and  for  purchasing  his  arms,  clotl 
etc.,  and  the  same  penalty  for  any  superint 
ent  or  conductor  of  any  public  conveyance, 
tains  of  ships,  etc.,  for  carrying  away  or  refu 
to  deliver  up  any  person  knowing  him  to 
deserted. 

"  Section  ^wenty-five  provides  the  same 
ishment  for  resisting  a  draft,  or  for  counsellii 
aiding  resistance  to  a  draft,  or  counselling  dra 
men  not  to  appear  at  the  place  of  rendezvoui 
dissuading  men  from  performing  military  di 

"  Section  twenty -six  provides  that  the  P 
dent  shall  issvie  his  proclamation  declaring 
soldiers  now  absent  without  leave  may  re 
within  a  time  to  be  specified  by  him  wit 
punishment,  except  the  forfeiture  of  their 
and  rations  during  absence ;  and  those  wh 
not  return,  to  be  treated  as  deserters. 

"Section  twenty-seven  provides  for  taking 
positions  of  witnesses  not  residing  in  the  mil 
district  where  the  court  is  held. 

"Section  twenty-eight  provides  that  the  ji 
advocate  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  rep 
to  record  the  proceedings  and  testimony  o 
courts-martiaL 

"  Section  twenty-nine  provides  for  a  con 
lance  for  cause  to  either  party,  but  oot  t 
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reed  sixty  days,  if  the  prisoner  be  in  close  con- 
finement. 

"  Section  thirty.  In  time  of  war,  insurrection, 
and  rebellion,  cases  of  felony,  by  persons  in  mil- 
itary service,  are  to  be  tried  only  by  courts-mar^ 
tial,  subject  to  the  articles  of  war — the  penalty 
to  be  not  less  than  is  prescribed  in  the  State 
where  the  offence  is  committed. 

'^  Section  thirty-one.  Officers  absent  on  leave 
are  to  receive  half-pay  and  allowance,  and  if  ab- 
sent without  leave,  no  pay  and  allowance  during 
such  absence. 

**  Section  thirty-two.  Commanders  of  regi- 
ments and  batteries  in  the  field  to  have  power 
to  grant  furloughs,  not  exceeding  thirty  days,  to 
five  per  cent  of  tbe  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates,  for  good  conduct 

"  Section  tnirty-three.  The  President  is  to  as- 
sign drafted  persons  to  any  corps  or  service  which 
exigencies  may  require. 

*'*'  Section  thirty-four.  Details  to  special  service 
arc  to  be  made  only  with  consent  of  the  com- 
manding officer  in  the  field,  and  no  extra  pay  for 
special  service  to  be  allowed. 

**  Section  .thirty-five  rescinds  general  orders  of 
War  Department  Numbers  154  and  162,  and  for- 
bids enlisting  from  the  volunteers  for  regular 
array. 

*'  Section  thir|yr.siz  provides  compensation  for 
the  grades  in  the  cavalry  service,  not  before  pro- 
vided for,  namely,  regimental  commissary  same 
as  regimental  quartermaster,  chief  trumpeter 
same  as  chief  bugler,  saddler- sergeant  the  same 
as  regimental  commissary-sergeant,  company  com- 
Qiissary-sergeant  same  as  company  quartermas- 
ter's sei^eant.  Also  provides  that  the  grade  of 
supernumerary  second  lieutenant  and  two  team- 
8lur:»  for  each  company,  and  one  chief  farrier  and 
blacksmith  for  each  regiment,  shall  be  abolished ; 
also,  that  each  company  may  have  two  trumpet- 
ers, to  be  paid  as  buglers ;  one  veterinary  sur- 
gen  to  each  regiment,  at  seventy-five  dollars  per 
month,  and  rank  of  regimental  sergeant-major. 

**  Sir,  these  provisions  embodied  in  this  bill  are 
intended  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  country  and 
the  requirements  of  the  military  service.  They 
have  been  incorporated  into  the  bill  after  much 
examination  and  reflection,  and  with  the  appro- 
bation of  several  of  our  most  experienced  militarv 
men.  I  am  confident  the  enactment  of  this  bill, 
embodying  so  many  provisions  required  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  service,  will  weapon  the 
hands  of  the  nation,  fire  the  drooping  hearts  of 
the  people,  thrill  the  wasting  ranks  of  our  legions 
in  the  field,  carry  dismay  into  the  councils  of 
treason,  and  give  assurance  to  the  nations  that 
the  American  people  have  the  sublime  virtue  of 
heroic  constancy  and  endurance  that  will  assure 
the  unity  and  indivisibility  of  the  republic  of 
the  United  SUtes.'* 

Mr.  Cowan,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  exempt 
Members  of  Congress  from  the  enrolment  and 
draft  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  amendment 
Mr  Richardson,  of  Illinois,  and  Mr.  Doolittle,  of 
Wii»consin,  supported  Mr.  Cowan's  amendment 


Mr.  Wilson  thought  its  adoption  would  weaken 
the  moral  force  of  the  law — ^he  wanted  every  body 
to  feel  that  this  measure  was  a  necessity,  forced 
upon  us  by  the  needs  of  the  country ;  that  to  be 
drafted  to  carry  this  country  through  the  im- 
pending struggle  was  the  most  honorable  thing 
that  can  fall  upon  an  American  citizen.  '  The 
amendment  was  lost  —  yeas,  thirteen;  nays, 
twenty-four. 

Mr.  Cowan  then  moved  to  exempt  Governors, 
Members  of  the  State  legislatures,  and  members 
of  the  judiciary  of  the  several  States.  Mr. 
Clark,  of  New-Hampshire,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  words  ^'members 
of  the  State  legislatures " — ^yeas,  twenty-two  ; 
nays,  twenty ;  so  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  ta  On  motion  of  Mr.  Fessen- 
den,  Mr.  Cowan's  amendment  exempting  the 
members  of  the  judiciary  of  the  several  States 
was  amended  by  adding  the  words,  *^  justices  of 
the  peace  not  included  y^  and  the  amendment  as 
amended  was  adopted.  Mr.  Collamer  moved  to 
amend  the  twelfth  section  by  adding,  *Hhat  in 
assigning  to  the  districts  the  number  of  men  to 
be  furnished,  the  President  should  take  into  ac- 
count the  number  of  volunteers  or  militia  fur- 
nished from  the  State,  and  allow  the  same,  ac- 
cording to  the  period  of  their  service,  and  allow 
the  same  to  be  apportioned  equally  among  the 
districts  in  the  State,  and  make  apportionment 
of  the  districts  of  the  several  States  accordingly." 
Mr.  Sumner  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so 
as  to  include  all  persons  furnished  the  navy  as 
far  as  can  be  ascertained.  The  amendment  to 
the  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Grimes, 
Mr.  Rice,  Mr.  Davis,  and  Mr.  Howe,  and  rejected. 
Mr.  Collamer's  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Powell  moved  to  exempt  professors  in  col- 
leges and  teachers  in  schools ;  but  the  amendment 
was  rejected  without  a  division.  Mr.  Sumner 
moved  to  amend  tlje  amendment  of  Mr.  Collamer, 
which  bad  been  agreed  to,  by  adding  **  that  in 
assigning  to  the  districts  in  each  State  the  num- 
ber of  men  to  be  furnished  therefrom,  the  Presi- 
dent should  take  into  account  the  number  of  per- 
sons that  might  thereafter  be  furnished  to  the 
navy,  so  far  as  could  be  ascertained ;"  and  it  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Clark  moved  to  strike  out  the 
thirteenth  section,  and  insert:  ^Uhat  any  person 
drafted  and  notified  to  appear  as  aforesaid,  may, 
on  or  before  the  day  fixed  for  his  appearance,  fur- 
nish an  acceptable  substitute  to  take  his  place  in 
the  draft,  or  he  may  pay  to  such  person  as  the 
Secretary  of  War  may  authorize  to  receive  it, 
such  sum,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars, 
as  the  Secretary  may  determine  for  the  procura- 
tion of  such  substitute,  and  thereupon  such  per- 
son so  furnishing  the  substitute  or  paying  the 
money  shall  be  discharged  from  further  liability 
under  that  draft ;  and  anv  person  failing  to  re- 
port alter  due  service  oi  notice  as  herein  prc^ 
scribed  withlut  furnishing  a  substitute  or  paying 
the  required  sum  therefor,  shall  bo  deemed  a  de- 
serter, and  shall  be  arrested  by  the  provost-mar- 
shal and  sent  to  the  nearest  military  poet  for  trial 
by  coui't-martial,  unless,  upon  proper  showing 
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he  is  not  liable  to  do  military  duty,  the  board  of 
enrolment  shall  relieve  him  from  draft."  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Nesmith  moved 
to  strike  out  the  third  section,  providing  that  the 
national  forces  should  be  divided  into  two  classes, 
the  first  of  which  should  comprise  all  persons 
subject  to  do  military  duty  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  thirty  years,  and  all  unmarried  per- 
sons subject  to  do  military  duty  above  the  age 
of  thirty  and  under  the  age  of  forty-five ;  the 
second  class  should  comprise  all  other  persons 
subject  to  do  military  duty ;  and  they  should  not, 
in  any  district,  be  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  until  those  of  the  first  class  should 
have  been  called.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend 
the  section  proposed  to  be  stricken  o\it,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  "eighteen"  and  inserting 
** twenty,"  and  striking  out  the  word  •* thirty" 
and  inserting  "  thirty-five,"  so  that  the  classes 
would  be  from  twenty  to  thirty-five,  and  from 
thirty -five  to  forty-five ;  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Nesmith's  motion  to  strike  out 
the  third  section  was  lost. 

Mr.  Doolittle  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
by  adding  that  persons  of  foreign  birth  who 
should  have  declared  on  oath  their  intention  to 
become  citizens,  and  who  should  have  exercised 
the  privileges  of  citizens  by  voting  in  the  United 
States,  should  be  deemed  to  be  citizens  of  the 
United  States  within  the  meaning  of  the  ad. 
The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Howard,  of 
Michigan,  and  Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  and  re- 
jected. Mr.  Harris,  of  New-York,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding,  •*  persons  who,  being 
from  scruples  of  conscience  averse  to  bearing  arms; 
are,  by  the  constitution  of  any  State,  excused 
therefrom."  Mr.  McDougall,  of  California,  de- 
clared that  the  obligation  rested  equally  upon  all, 
and  the  law  should  apply  to  all.  Mr.  Clark,  of 
New-Hampshire,  would  exempt  those  whose  re- 
ligious feelings  would  be  shocked  if  compelled  to 
bear  arms.  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  of  New-Jersey,  thought 
the  amendment  did  not  go  far  enough.  Mr.  Lane, 
of  Indiana,  said  the  effect  of  the  amendment 
would  be  unequal  and  unjust.  Mr.  Sumner 
moved  to  modify  Mr.  Harris's  amendment  so  as  to 
exempt  the  clergy.  Mr.  McDougall  hoped  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  would  not  include 
the  Methodist  clergy,  as  they  were  a  fighting 
clergy.  Mr.  Howard  thought  the  loyal  clergy 
were  the  most  fighting  portion  of  the  people. 
Mr.  Wilson  would  not  exempt  lawyers  or  clergy- 
men. Mr.  Davis  would  say  to  all  of  them :  **  Fight, 
pay,  or  emigrate."  Mr.  Henderson,  of  Missouri, 
would  excuse  nobody.  Mr.  Harris  then  withdrew 
his  amendment  Mr.  Sumner  moved  to  exempt 
ministers  of  the  Gospel.  The  amendment  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Sumner  and  Mr.  Morrill,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  McDougall,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Har- 
ris, and  Mr.  Henderson,  and  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  tl^e  Senate  as 
amended.  The  amendment  exempting  governors 
and  judges  was  lost — yeas,  seventeen;  nays, 
nineteen ;  and  the  amendment  giving  States  credit 
for  persons  furnished  to  the  navy  was  non-con- 
curred in — yeas,   eleven;     nays,    twenty-five. 


Other  amendments  made  as  in  Committee  c 
Whole  were  concurred  in.  Mr.  Wilkinson  n 
to  exempt  members  of  Congress,  governors 
iudges  of  the  several  States ;  but  the  motioi 
lost — ^yeas,  sixteen ;  nays,  twenty,  Mr. 
of  Kansas,  mov«d  to  strike  out  of  the  o 
exempted,  the  Vice-President,  the  Judges  c 
United  States,  and  the  heads  of  the  varioi 
ecutive  departments  —  yeas,  fourteen ; 
twenty-two ;  so  the  amendment  was  rgecte 

Mr.  McDougall  moved  to  amend  by  addi 
the  first  section  that  all  able-bodied  male  ci 
of  the  United  States,  and  persons  of  foreign 
who  should  have  declared  on  oath  their  inti 
to  become  citizens,  under  and  in  pursuan 
the  laws  thereof,  between  the  ages  of  elfn 
and  forty-five  years,  except  as  hereinaft« 
cepted,  were  hereby  declared  to  constitui 
national  forces — ^yeas,  twenty-seven ;  nays, 
so  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilson  said  the  bill  was  a  good  on( 
he  proposed  to  put  it  in  operation  oy  addi 
a  new  section,  that  the  President  of  the  I 
States  was  authorized  and  empowered,  durii 
present  rebellion,  to  call  forth  the  national 
by  draft  in  the  manner  provided  for  in  t>i 
The  amendment  wds  agreed' to  without  a  di' 
Mr.  Cowan  moved  to  strike  out  in  the  el< 
section  the  words,  "three  years  or  diiri 
war,"  and  insert  "  one  year " — ^yeas,  ten  ; 
twenty-six.  Mr.  Harris  then  moved  to  stri 
the  words  "  three  years,"  and  insert  **  two  y 
but  the  amendment  was  rejected.  The  bi 
then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-third  of  Feb 
the  Speaker  stated  the  business  to  be  the  c 
oration  of  the  Senate  bill  for  enrolling  and  ( 
out  the  national  forces.  Mr.  Olin,  of  New- 
moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  c 
itary  Affairs.  Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  su^ 
that  the  bill  be  read  by  clauses  for  amenr 
and  that  the  discussion  should  be  confii 
amendments.  Mr.  Vallandigham  objected 
mode  of  proceeding.  -Mr.  Wickliffe,  of  Ken 
moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  Olin  U 
mit  the  bill  to  the  Military  Committee, 
structing  the  Committee  to  report  it  back 
proviso,  that  it  should  be  the  duty  of  thi 
mander  of  troops  at  any  post,  in  any  Stj 
the  days  of  election  by  the  citizens  of  sach 
held  for  the  purpose  of  electing  State  offic 
officers  of  the  United  States,  or  Represen 
in  Congress,  or  electors  for  the  President  o 
President,  to  remove  and  keep  his  troops  a 
one  mile  from  the  place  of  voting  durin 
election.  Mr.  Cox  moved  to  amend  by  ad 
proviso,  that  no  one  should  be  enrolled  unO 
act  except  able-bodied  white  citizens  of  the 
States.  Mr.  Biddle,  of  Pennsylvania^  d 
**  know  a  district  in  Pennsylvania  where  11 
vost-Marshal,  this  little  military  despot,  c 
ercise  over  free-bom  citizens  the  sway  t 
claimed  for  him."  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Peni 
nia,  declared  his  readiness  "  to  vote  the  la 
and  the  last  dollar  for  the  accomplishment 
great  object  before  us.     I  am  ready  to  figh 
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by  land  and  hj  sea,  as  long  as  may  be  necesssij 
to  crash  out  the  rebels  themselves,  and  all  their 
sympathizers  at  home  and  abroad.**  Mr.  Wright, 
oC  Pennsylvania,  was  not  opposed  to  the  spirit  of 
the  bill,  but  he  thought  some  of  its  provisions  in 
conflict  with  the  Constitution,-  and  he  desired  to 
amend  it  Mr.  Sargent,  of  California,  was  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  **  because  it  distributes  equally  the  bur- 
dens of  the  war,  laying  them  as  well  upon  the 
lukewarm  friends  or  uie  open  opponents  of  the 
Government  as  upon  the  true  and  faithful ;  be- 
cause it  prevents  the  possibility  of  demagogues, 
who  seek  the  ruin  of  the  republic,  longer  pre- 
venting the  enlistment  of  soldiers  to  fight  this 
CTeat  battle  of  freedom."  Mr.  Sheffield,  of  Rhode 
Island,  thought  the  law  would  nut  to  a  severe  test 
the  loyalty  of  the  people ;  in  tneir  submission  to 
its  provisions  was  involved  the  question  of  their 
devotion  to  their  country.  Mr.  White,  of  Ohio, 
bitterly  denounced  the  bill  as  an  arbitrary  meas- 
ure. Mr.  Vallandigham  denounced  the  bi  1  as  a 
measure  **  to  abrogate  the  Constitution,  to  repeal 
all  existing  laws,  to  destroy  all  rights,  to  strike 
down  the  judiciary,  and  erect  upon  the  ruins  of 
civil  and  political  liberty  a  stupendous  superstruc- 
ture of  despotism.*'  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio,  re- 
plied to  Mr.  Valk^ftdigham  in  a  speech  of  great 
power.  Mr.  Voorhees,  of  Indiana,  declared  that 
the  administration  would  deceive  the  country  no 
more,  nor  ooerce  or  intimidate  it  with  its  measures. 

On  the  twenty-fonrth,  the  debate  was  resumed 
by  Mr.  Mallory,  of  Kentucky,  in  opposition  to 
the  passage  of  the  bilL  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana, 
declared  that  the  necessity  was  upon  us  to  pass  a 
bill  of  this  character.  Mr.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio, 
and  Mr.  Wickliffe,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Stevens, 
of  Pennsylvania,  advocated  the 'passage  of  the 
measure  with  some  amendments.  Mr.  Steele,  of 
New- York,  objected  to  the  bill  **  as  one  of  a 
series  of  measures  which  centralize  power  in  the 
Federal  Government."  Mr.  S.  C.  Fessenden,  of 
Maine,  and  Mr.  Kelley,  of  Pennsylvania,  advocat- 
ed the  measure,  and  Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr. 
Norton,  of  Missouri,  opposed  it  On  the  twenty- 
fifth,  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Massachusetts,  opened  the 
debate  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill :  ^*  You 
die,"  he  said,  ^*  without  this  measure ;  you  can 
no  more  with  it,  except  you  die  as  cowards  die, 
many  times."  Mr.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  fol- 
lowed in  oppasition  to  the  measure.  **  A  negro 
army,*'  he  declared,  '4s  a  weakness  in  your 
country.  It  unnerves  the  White  man*s  hand ;  it 
unnerves  the  white  man*s  heart  White  men 
will  not  fight  by  the  side  of  negroes.** 

Mr.  Olin  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  of  the  seventh  section  the  words,  ^  to  inquire 
into  and  report  to  the  Provost-Marshal  General 
all  treasonable  practices ;  to  detect,  seize,  and 
eonfine  &pie9  of  the  enemy,**  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof^  **  To  detect,  seize,  and  confine  spies  of 
the  enemy^  who  shall,  without  unreasonable  de- 
lay, be  deUvered  to  the  custody  of  the  general 
commanding  the  district  in  which  they  may  be 
arrested,  to  be  tried  as  soon  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  service  permit;**  and  the  amendment  waa 


agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Olin  the  bill 
amended  by  adding  as  a  new  section,  that  sll 
persons  who,  in  time  of  war  or  of  rebellion 
against  the  supreme  authority  of  the  United 
States,  should  be  found  lurking  or  acting  as  spies 
in  or  about  any  fortification,  post,  or  encampment 
of  any  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  or 
elsewhere,  should  be  triable  by  military  commis« 
sion,  and,  upon  conviction,  should  suffer  death. 
Mr.  Cox  moved  to  insert  the  word  **  white "  be- 
fore *^  able-bodied.**  Mr.  Lovejoy  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered — ^yeas, 
fifty-two;  nays,  eighty-five. 

Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  by 
inserting  as  a  substitute  a  new  bill  of  eleven  sec- 
tions— ^yeas,  forty-five ;  nays,  one  hundred  and 
seven ;  so  Mr.  Holman*s  amendment  was  rejected. 
The  bill  was  then  passed — ^yeas,  one  hundred  and 
fifteen ;  nays,  forty-eight 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  the  Senate,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House  amendments.  Mr.  Bayard,  of  Dela- 
ware, moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
bill,  and  spoke  at  length  against  its  provisions. 
Mr.  McDougall,  of  California,  followed  in  support 
of  the  bilL  Mr.  Turpie,  of  Indiana,  declared 
that  ^^the  opposition  to  this  measure  was  made 
because  it  was  palpably  in  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.**  Mr.  Carlisle 
spoke  in  opposition  to  the  measure.  Mr.  Hicks, 
of  Maryland,  spoke  for  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy, of  the  same  State,  against  it  Mr.  Davis 
and  Mr.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Richardson, 
of  Illinois,  and  Mr.  Saulsbury,  of  Delaware,  spoke 
in  opposition  to  the  bill.  ,The  question  was  then 
taken  on  Mr.  Bayard's  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone  it,  and  it  was  lost^-yeas,  eleven ;  nays, 
thirty-five.  The  several  amendments  of  the 
fiouse  were  then  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  third  of  March, 
1868. 

No.  XLYI. — 7%«  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled 
"^n  Act  to  authorize  the  Employment  of 
Volunteers  to  aid  in  Enforcing  the  Laws,  and 
Protecting  Public  Property,^  approved  July 
twenty'-MGondy  1861. 

In  the  Senate  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1868,  Mr.  Howe,  of  Wisconsin,  from  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  to  authorize  the  employment  of  volun- 
teers, approved  the  twenty-second  of  July,  1861. 
The  bill  provided  that  every  non-commissioned  offi- 
cer, private,  or  other  person  who  had  been,  or  might 
thereafter  be,  discharged  from, the  army  within  two 
years  from  the  date  of  his  enlistment,  by  reason 
of  wounds  received  in  battle,  should  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  same  bounty  as  was  granted,  or 
might  be  granted,  to  the  same  class  of  persons 
who  were  discharged  after  a  service  of  two  years. 
It  was  read  three  times,  engrossed,  and  passed 
without  a  division.  In  the  House,  on  the  second 
of  March,  it  was  taken  up  and  passed.  It  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  third  of  March, 
1863. 


48 


REBELUON  RSOOED,  1864. 


No.  XLVII. — The  J<nnt  Resolution  giving  the 
ThanJcs  of  Congress  to  Majoi^Oeneral  WiUiam 
8.  JRos€4rans  and  the  Officers  and  Men  under 
his  Command^  for  their  Gallantry  and  Good 
Conduct  in  the  Battle  qf  Mur/reesboro,  Ten- 
nessee. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  January,  1868, 
Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  joint  resolution,  giving 
the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-Qeneral  William 
S.  Rosecrans,  and  the  ofScers  and  men  under  his 
command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct 
at  the  hattle  of  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee,  which 
was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee. 

On  the  twenty-first,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it 
back  without  amendment  It  presents  the  thanks 
of  Congress  to  Major-Qeneral  William  S.  Rose- 
crans,  and,  through  him,  to  the  ofScers  and  men 
under  his  command,  for  their  distinguished  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Mur- 
freesboro, Tennessee,  where  they  achieved  a  sig- 
nal victory  for  our  arms;  and  the  President 
of  the  United  States  was  requested  to  cause  the 
foregoing  resolution  to  be  communicated  to  Major- 
General  Rosecrans,  in  such  terms  as  he  may 
deeni  best  calculated  to  give  effect  to  it. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  February,  Mr.  Wil- 
son called  up  the  resolution,  which  had  not  been 
acted  upon  because  the  official  report  of  the  bat- 
tle had  not  been  received.  The  report  had  been 
received,  and  the  resolution  was  taken  up.  and 
passed. 

The  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  second 
of  March,  took  up  and  passed  the  joint  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  approved  on  the  third  of  March, 
1863. 

No.  XLYUl.^The  Bill  providing  for  the  Or- 
ganization of  the  Signal  Corps. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  February,  Mr. 
Lane,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
organization  of  a  Signal  Corps  to  serve  during 
the  war,  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  with  the  report  accompanying  it  On 
the  nineteenth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of  In- 
diana, the  bill  was  taken  up,  considered  and 
passed.    , 

In  the  House,  on  the  second,  of  March,  the  bill 
was  taken  up  and  read  twice ;  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Mcpherson,  it  was  amended  by  adding  five 
new  sections,  providing,  that  paymasters  be  re- 
quired, when  informed  by  soldiers  of  the  loss 
of  allotment  checks,  to  forward  the  information 
to  the  United  States  Sub-Treasurer  in  the  city 
of  New- York.  That  there  may  be  appointed  fifty 
surgeons  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  assistant- 
surgeons  of  volunteers.  That  section  two  of  the 
act  approved  March  third,  1849,  entitled  **  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other 
property  lest  or  destroyed  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,"  should  be  construed  to  in- 
clude steamboats  and  other  vessels,  and  railroad 
engines  and  cars.  That  no  steamboat,  nor  the 
master  or  owner  of  any  Bteamboat^  should  be 


liable  to  any  of  the  penalties  prescribed  by  ex 
ing  laws,  nor  be  liable  to  any  person  or  pers< 
for  any  injury  or  damage  that  may  result, 
transporting  gunpowder,  or  any  materials  wh 
ignite  by  friction,  or  oils  or  other  explosive  bu 
ing  fiuids,  when  such  transportation  should 
done  in  the  service  of  the  Government  That  t 
part  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  to  authoi 
the  employment  of  volunteers,  approved  J 
twenty -second,  1861,  which  secures  to  the  wid< 
of  such  volunteers  as  die  or  may  be  killed 
service,  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  sho 
not  be  construed  to  apply  to  any  widow  of  i 
soldier  dying  or  killed  in  service  who  may  h 
wilfully,  maliciously,  and  without  just  prove 
tion,  deserted  her  husband  before  he  entered  s 
service.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn,  of  India 
the  bill  was  so  amended  as  to  provide,  that 
laws  heretofore  passed  relating  to  the  pay  of 
volunteers  and  militia  called  into  the  service  si 
the  first  day  of  April,  1861,  should  be  so  c 
strued  as  to  allow  payment  to  such  volunU 
and  militia  to  commence  as  follows :  to  the 
listed  men  from  the  date  of  their  individual 
rolment  or  enlistment,  and  to  the  non-com k 
sioned  officers  from  the  date  at  which  they  v 
mustered  into  service,  the  datd.  of  their  entei 
upon  actual  service  in  the  field,  or  the  date  of 
organization  of  theu*  respective  companies  or  i 
ments,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  gen 
orders  of  the  War  Department,  whichever  of  tl 
dates  should  in  point  of  time  first  occur. 

Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend 
bill  by  adding  a  new  section,  providing  that 
pay  of  privates  in  the  service  of  the  United  St 
should,  after  the  first  day  of  March,   1868, 
fifteen  dollars  per  month;  and  it  was  agreed  t 
yeas,  eighty-four;  nays,  forty-six.     On  mo 
of  Mr.  Wright,  of  Pennsylvania,  it  was  furl 
amended  by  adding  three  sections,   provi( 
that  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  Surgeon-General  be  authorized  to  purcl 
one  or  more  site  or  sites  for  the  purpose  of  ei 
ing  suitable  hospital  buildings  for  the  accom 
dation  of  poor,  disabled,  discharged  soldiers 
the  army  or  of  the  volunteer  service,  and  tc 
paid  for,  as  well  as  the  cost  of  the  improvemi 
and  building.«i,  out  of  the  appropriation  of 
million  dollars  made  by  an  act  entitled  *'  An 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
army,"  approved  fifth  July,  1862.  That  the  P] 
dent,   Secretary  of  War,  and  Surgeon-Gen 
were  authorized  to  mkke  rules  and  regulation 
to  the  management,  control,  and  superintends 
of  said  hospitals.    That  the  soldiers  who  ma^ 
entitled,  under  rules  and  r^ulations,  to  be  ph 
in  the  hospitals,  should  be  fed,  clothed,  and  c 
fully  provided  for,  at  the  cost  of  the  Governn 
of  the  United  States,  so  long  as  they  were 
abled  and  incompetent  to  procure  a  living,  or 
not  the  means  of  self-support:  Provided,  tha 
soldier  during  the  time  he  might  reside  in 
said  hospital  or  home  should  be  entitled  t( 
ceive  any  pension.     The  bill,  as  amended, 
then  passed.    The  amendments  of  the  il( 
were  not  acted  upon  by  the  Senate. 
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Na  XLIX. — Ths  Bill  authoTuing  ih€  Brevetting 

of  Volunteer  Officers. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
1863,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Military 
Ccromittee,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  bre- 
vetting  of  volunteer  and  other  officers,  which  was 
read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading.  On  the  twen- 
ty-filth, the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  It  proposed  to 
authorize  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  confer  brevet  rank 
apon  such  commissioned  officers  of  the  volun- 
t«;er  and  other  forces  in  the  United  States  service 
as  had  been,  or  might  thereafter  be,  distinguish- 
ed by  gallant  actions  or  meritorious  conduct; 
which  rank  should  not  entitle  them  to  any  in- 
crease of  pay  or  emoluments.  The  bill  was  passed 
without  amendment.  In  the  House,  on  the  sec- 
ond of  March,  it  was  taken  up,  read  three  times, 
and  passed  without  amendment,  and  approved 
by  the  President  on  the  third  day  of  March,  1868. 

^o.  L. — 7%«  Bill  to  promote  the  Efficiency  qf 
the  Corpe  qf  Engineers^  and  of  the  Ordfumee 
Jjtpartment^  and  for  other  purpoeee. 

In  the  House,  on  the  thirteenth  of  June,  1863, 
Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  promote  the 
efficiency  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  and  of  the 
commissary  department,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  its  further  consideration  postponed.  On  the 
twenty-fourth,  it  was  considered  and  recommitted, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn,  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, with  leave  to  report  at  any  time.  On  the 
ninth  of  July,  Mr.  Dunn  reported  it  back  with 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in,  and  the 
bill  passed.  The  Senate,  on  the  eleventh,  re- 
ferred it  to  the  Military  Committee,  but  no  action 
was  taken  at  that  session. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirteenth  of  February, 
Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  redrganize  the 
corps  of  engineers,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee.  On  the  sev- 
en  teen  thy  Mr.  Wilson  reported  back  with  an 
amendment  It  was  taken  up  for  consideration 
on  the  twenty-sixth.  It  proposed  to  abolish  the 
corps  of  topographical  engineers,  and  to  merge  it 
into  the  corps  of  engineers,  which  were  to  have 
one  chief  engineer,  with  the  rank;  pay,  and  emol- 
uments of  a  major-general ;  two  inspectors-gen- 
eral of  fortifications,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  brigadier-generals ;  five  colonels, 
ten  lieutenant-colonels,  twenty  majors,  thirty 
captains,  thirty  first  lieutenants,  and  ten  second 
lieutenants.  The  general  officers  provided  were 
to  be  selected  from  the  corps  of  engineers,  and 
officers  of  alt  lower  grades  were  to  take  rank  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  dates  of  commission  in 
the  existing  corps  of  engineers  or  corps  of  topo- 
graphical engineers.  No  officer  of  the  corps  of 
engineers  was  thereafter  to  be  promoted  to  a 
higher  grade  before  having  passed  a  satisfactory 
examination  before  a  board  of  three  engineers, 
senior  to  biru  in  rank ;  and  should  the  officer  fail 
at  the  examination,  he  was  to  be  suspended  from 
promotion  for  one  year,  when  he  should  be  redx- 
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amined,  and,  upon  a  second  failure,  should  be 
dropped  by  the  President  from  the  army. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  reported  as 
an  amendment  that  there  should  be  added  to  the 
ordnance  department,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  two 
majors,  four  captains,  four  first  lieutenants,  and 
eight  second  lieutenants.  That  there  should  be 
added  to  the  officers  in  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment, by  regular  promotion,  one  colonel,  four 
lieutenant-colonels,  and  eight  majors ;  that  the 
increase  of  rank  and  officers,  and  in  the  number 
of  officers  provided  in  sections  four  and  five  of 
the  act  should  continue  only  during  the  existence 
of  the  present  rebellion,  and  one  year  thereafter. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend, 
by  adding,  that  the  President  be  authoriased  to 
confer  upon  the  senior  officer  of  the  marine  corps, 
the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  brigadier-gen- 
eral in  lieu  of  the  office  of  colonel  commanc^nt, 
and  that  the  office  of  colonel  commandant  be 
abolished ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table — 

Seas,  seven,  nays,  twenty-eight  On  motion  of 
[r.  Wilson,  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Kennedy  was 
reconsidered ;  but  was  agreed  to — ^yeas,  twenty- 
two  ;  nays,  thirteen.  Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  as  he  could  not  vote  for 
it  after  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Kennedy's  amend- 
ment ;  but  the  motion  was  lost — yeas,  fourteen, 
nays,  twenty.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
bill  was  then  recommitted,  and  not  again  re- 
ported. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-first  of  January, 
1868,  Mr.  Wilson,from  the  Military  Committee,  re- 
ported the  House  bill  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  eleventh  of  Juno,  1862.  On  the  thirteenth 
of  February,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  re- 
committed ;  and  on  the  twenty-eighth,  Mr.  Wil- 
son reported  it  back  with  an  amendment  as  a 
substitute. 

On  the  second  of  March,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  substitute.  It  proposed  to  strike 
out  all  of  the  House  bill  and  insert :  *'  That  the 
corps  of  topographical  engineers,  as  a  distinct 
branch  of  the  army,  is  abolished,  and  is  merged 
into  the  corps  of  engineers,  which  shall  have  one 
chief-engineer,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emolu- 
ments of  a  brigadier-general ;  four  colonels,  ten 
lieutenantrcolonels,  twenty  majors,  thirty  cap- 
tains, thirty  first  lieutenants,  and  ten  second  lieu- 
tenants. That  the  general  officer  provided  shall 
be  selected  from  the  corps  of  engineers  as  estab- 
lished, and  that  officers  of  all  lower  grades  shall 
take  rank  according  to  their  respective  dates  of 
commission  in  the  existing  corps  of  engineers  or 
corps  of  topographical  engineers.  That  no  officer 
of  the  corps  of  engineers,  below  the  rank  of  a  field- 
officer,  shall  hereafter  be  promoted  to  a  higher 
grade,  before  having  passed  a  satisfactory  ex- 
amination before  a  board  of  three  engineers,  se- 
nior to  him  in  rank ;  and  should  the  officer  fail  at 
said  examination,  he  shall  be  suspended  from 
promotion  for  one  year,  when  he  shall  bo  reex- 
amined, and,  upon  a  second  failure,  shall  be 
dropped  by  the  President  from  the  army.     That 
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there  shall  be  added  to  the  ordnance  department, 
one  lieutenant-colonel,  two  majors,  four  captains, 
four  first  lieutenants,  and  eight  second  lieuten- 
ants ;  the  additional  oflScers  herein  authorized  to 
be  appointed  by  promotion,  so  far  as  the  present 
oflScers  of  the  oi^inance  corps  will  permit ;  and 
the  resyiue  to  be  appointed  by  transfers  from 
other  regiments  or  corps  of  the  army.  That 
there  be  added  to  the  officers  now  in  the  quarter- 
master's department  of  the  army,  by  regular  pro- 
motion therein,  one  colonel,  two  lieutenant-col- 
onels, and  four  majors,  who  shall  hav^e  the  same 
rank  in  said  department  as  other  officers  of  like 
grade  therein.  That  the  increase  of  rank  of  offi- 
cers and  in  the  number  of  officers  provided  for 
in  this  act  shall  continue  only  during  the  ezlst- 
onca  of  the  present  rebellion  and  one  year  there- 
after ;  excepting,  however,  the  ordinary  increase 
of  grade  by  ordinary  promotion,  independent  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act  That  section  two  of 
the  act  approved  March  third,  1849,  entitled 
'^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  horses  and 
other  property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,*  shall  be  construed 
to  include  steamboats  and  other  vessels,  and 
*  railroad  engines  and  cars,'  in  the  property  to 
be  allowed  and  paid  for  when  destroyed  or  lost 
under  the  circumstances  provided  for  in  said  act 
That  the  forces  authorized  to  be  received  into  the 
service  by  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  approv- 
ed the  seventeenth  of  July,  1862,  entitled  *  An 
act  to  amend  the  act  calling  forth  the  militia  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tion, and  repel  invasion,  approved  February 
twenty-eighth,  1795,  and  the  act  amendatory 
thereof,  and  for  other  purposes,'  shall  be  officer- 
ed by  persons  appointed  and  commissioned  by 
the  President,  and  governed  by  the  rules  and  ar- 
ticles of  war.  That  all  payments  of  advance 
bounty  made  to  enlisted  men  who  have  been  dis- 
charged before  serving  out  the  term  required  by 
law  for  its  payment  in  full,  shall  be  allowed  in 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  paymasters 
at  the  treasury  ;  but  hereafter,  in  all  such  cases, 
the  amount  so  advanced  shall  be  charged  against 
the  enlisted  men,  unless  the  discharge  be  upon 
Burgeon's  certificate  for  wounds  received  or  sick- 
ness incurred  since  their  last  enlistment  That 
upon  any  requisition  hereafter  being  made  by  the 
President  for  militia,  any  person  who  shall  have 
volunteered  or 'been  drafted  for  the  service  for 
the  term  of  nine  months,  or  a  shorter  period, 
may  enlist  into  a  r^ment  from  the  same  State 
to  serve  for  the  term  of  one  year,  and  any  person 
so  enlisting  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  a 
bounty  of  fifty  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  time  and 
manner  provided  by  the  act  of  July  twenty-se- 
cond, 1861,  for  the  payment  of  the  bounty  pro- 
vided for  by  that  act"  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to 
strike  out  the  fifth  and  sixth  sections,  relating  to 
the  quartermaster's  department,  and  the  contin- 
uance of  the  ranks  of  officers  one  year  after  the 
close  of  the  rebellion  ;  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to — ^yeas,  twenty-two,  nays,  fourteen.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Harris,  the  substitute  was  amend- 
ed, by  adding,  that  no  officer  of  the  ordnance  de- 


partment below  the  rank  of  fleld-offlcer  sh* 
be  promoted  or  commissioned  to  a  higher  gr 
nor  should  any  officer  of  the  army  be  com 
sioned  as  an  ordnance  officer,  until  he  shi 
have  passed  a  satisfactory  examination  befo 
board  of  not  less  than  three  ordanoe  officers 
nior  to  himself  in  rank.  Mr.  Harris  move 
amend  the  substitute,  so  as  to  increase  the 
tains  and  first  lieutenants  of  the  ordnance  de] 
ment,  "eight"  each  instead  of  "four"  each ; 
the  amendment  was  agreed  ta 

Mr.  Anthony  moved  to  add  an  additional 
tion,  relieving  the  members  of  the  Friends  I 
draft;  and  he  supported  his  amendment  ii 
earnest  speech.  It  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Ricli 
soif,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  and  Mr.  Cowan, 
lost— -jreas,  fourteen ;  nays,  twenty-two.  On 
tion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  substitute  was  amen 
by  adding  four  new  sections,  providing  that 
officers  of  the  medical  department  should  i 
with  the  line  officers  of  the  army  in  superv 
the  cooking  within  the  same,  as  an  impoi 
sanitary  measure,  and  that  it  should  promul 
to  its  officers  such  regulations  and  instruc 
as  might  tend  to  insure  the  proper  proportii 
the  ration  of  the  soldier.  That  cooks  shou! 
detailed  in  turn  from  the  privates  in  each 
pany  of  troops  in  the  service,  at  the  rate  oj 
cook  for  each  company  numbering  less  than 
ty  men,  and  two  cooks  for  each  company  i 
bering  over  thirty  men,  who  should  serv^ 
days  each.  That  the  President  should  be  au 
ized  to  cause  to  be  enlisted  for  each  coot 
under-cooks  of  African  descent,  who  shoul 
ceive  for  their  full  consideration  ten  dollari 
month,  and  one  ration  per  day ;  three  del  la 
said  monthly  pay  might  be  in  clothing.  Thi 
army  rations  should  hereafter  include  pepp 
the  proportion  of  four  ounces  for  every  on© 
dred  rations. 

Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  amend,  by  pro^ 
that  the  increase  of  the  rank  and  number 
ficers  should  continue  only  during  the  reb 
and  one  year  after;  and  the  amendmoni 
adopted.  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Illinois,  mov 
strike  out  the  eighth  se<ition  of  the  subst 
providing  that  the  colored  troops  shouM  b( 
cered  by  men  appointed  and  commissions 
the  President  The  amendment  was  opposi 
Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  ar 
jected.  The  substitute  as  amended  wasagrci 
Mr.  Trumbull  moved  to  amend,  by  adding  i 
tion  repealing  the  three  hundred  dollar  co 
tation  clause  of  the  enrolment  act  not  the 
proved.  After  debate  it  was  rejected — yeas 
nays,  twenty-five.  Mr.  Davis  moved  to  ai 
by  adding  a  section  declaring  that  no  nei^t: 
or  slave,  should  be  enrolled  in  the  military 
rine,  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
it  was  rejected — ^yeas,  twelve;  nays,  tw 
three.  Mr.  Powell  then  moved  that  no  p 
of  African  descent  should  be  commission 
hold  an  office  In  the  army — ^reas,  eighteen  ; 
seventeen.  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  mov( 
amend,  by  adding  to  Mr.  Powell's  amend 
the  words  ''  except  company  officers  in  c 
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nies  composed  excIuKirelj  of  persons  of  African 
descent  ;'*  and  the  amendment  was  f^^eed  to-~ 
yeas,  nineteen;  nays,  seventeen.  Mr.  Wilson 
said  he  was  satisfied  that  the  bill  woiild  not  go 
through  Congress  with  the  section  in  it,  and  he 
moTed  t&  strike  it  out,  ftnd  the  motion  was  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Richardson  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  they  were  order- 
ed, and  resulted — yeas,  twenty-six  ;  nays,  ten. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  title  was  amended 
so  as  to  read :  ^*  An  act  to  promote  the  efficiency 
of  the  corps  of  engineers  and  of  the  ordnance  de- 
partment, and  for  other  purposes.'*  The  House 
concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate ;  so 
the  bill  was  passed,  and  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  third  of  March,  1863. 

Xo.  LL — 7%«  Bill  to  increase  the  Numfier  of  Mor 
jor-OeneraU  and  Brigadier-QeneraU. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  tenth  of  February,  1868, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  a  bill  to  authorize 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  major-generals  and 
brigadier  generals,  which  was  read  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading.  On  the  eleventh,  the  Senate, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bilL  It  authorized  in  addition 
to  the  four  miyor-generals  and  nine  brigadier- 
funerals  for  the  regular  army,  and  the  forty  ma- 
jor-generals and  two  hundred  brigadier^enerals 
for  the  volunteer  service,  the  appointment  of 
thirty  major-generals  and  seventy  brigadier-gen- 
erals of  volunteers.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill.  Mr.  Grimes  and  Mr.  Carlisle  opposed 
its  passage. 

On  the  twelfth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  Mr.  Fessenden  moved  to 
strike  out  the  word  "  thirty  "  and  insert  "  twen- 
ty,'* as  the  number  of  major-generals,  and  to 
strike  out  the  word  "  seventy  "  and  insert  "  fifty," 
as  the  number  of  brigadier-generals.  The 
amendment  was  supported  by  Mr.  Fessenden, 
Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Rice,  and  Mr.  Carlisle,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  iting,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Lane, 
of  Kansas,  and  agreed  to — ^yeas,  twenty-four; 
nays,  thirteen. 

Sir.  Trumbull  moved  to  amend  by  adding  at 
the  end  of  the  bill  the  words,  '^  beyotid  which 
number  as  authorized  by  this  act  and  the  laws 
herein  referred  to,  no  general  shall  be  appointed 
in  any  branch  of  the  public  service ;"  and  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Powell  moved 
to  recommit  it  to  the  Military  Committee ;  but  the 
motion  was  rejected.  The  bill  was  then  passed — 
yeas,  twenty- two;  nays,  fourteen. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-tirst,  the  bill,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Qlin,  was  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee.  On  the  twenty-sixth,  Mr.  McPher- 
Bon,  from  that  Committee,  reported  it  back  with 
amendments.  The  first  amendment  reported  by 
the  Military  Committee  was  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  twenty  '*  and  insert  "  forty,"  so  as  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  major-generals  forty  in- 
stead ojf  twenty;  and  it  was  agreed  to— yeas, 
eighty-eight;    nays,    fifty-three.      The   second 


amendment  was  to  increase  the  number  of  bri- 
gadier-generals one  hundred  instead  of  fifty,  as 
proposed  by  the  Senate ;  and  it  was  agreed  to — 
yeas,  ninety-one ;  nays,  forty-eight  The  third 
amendment  proposed  to  strike  out  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  forbidding  the 
appointment  of  any  generals  not  provided  for 
by  law ;  and  it  was  agreed  to — ^yeas,  seventy ; 
nays,  sixty-seven.  Mr.  Cox  moved  to  amend  it 
by  adding  that  the  President  should  appoint  no 
one  except  for  gallant  and  meritorious  service  in 
the  field ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to— 
yeas,  ninety-two ;  nays,  forty-one.  The  bill  was 
then  passed — ^yeas,  one  hundred  and  two ;  nays, 
thirty-five. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-seventh,  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the 
House  amendment,  and  ask  a  committee  of  con- 
ference. The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Cowan,  and  Mr.  Latham  were  ap- 
pointed managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
House  insisted  on  its  amendments,  agreed  to  the 
committee  of  conference,  and  appointed  Mr. 
McPherson,  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  Mal- 
lory,  of  Kentucky,  managers  on  its  part 

In  the  Senate,  Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee 
of  conference  reported  that  the  Senate  concur  in 
the  first  amendment  of  the  House,  to  increase  the 
number  of  major-generals  -^^  forty  "  instead  of 
"  twenty,"  with  an  amendment  making  the  num- 
ber ^  thirty ;"  that  the  Senate  concur  in  the 
amendment  of  the  House  to  increase  the  number 
of  brigadier-generals  **  one  hundred  "  instead  of 
*' fifty,"  with  an  amendment  making  the.  number 
'*  seventy-five ;"  that  the  Senate  concur  in  the 
third  amendment  of  the  House,  striking  out  the 
words,  '*  forbidding  the  appointment  of  any  gen- 
erals not  provided  for  by  law ;"  and  that  the 
Senate  concur  in  the  fourth  amendment  of  the 
House  with  an  amendment  so  as  to  make  it  read : 
**  That  the  officers  to  be  appointed  under  this  act 
shall  be  selected  from  those  who  Have  been 
conspicuous  for  gallant  or  meritorious  conduct 
in  .the  line  of  duty."  The  iSenate  concurred  in 
the  report 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-eighth,  Mr.  Mc- 
Pherson, from  the  committee  of  conference,  made 
a  report  Mr.  Cox  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon 
the  table— yeas,  thirty;  nays,  eighty-five;  so 
the  House  refused  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table. 
The  report  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  second  day  of 
March,  1863. 

No.  hl\,—TU  Joint  Resolution  of  Thanhs  to  Ma^ 
jor- General  Ulysses  S,  Grants  and  the  Officers 
and  Soldiers  who  have  fought  under  his  Com- 
mand during  the  Rebellion;  and  providing 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  should 
cause  a  Medal  to  be  struck,  to  be  presented  to 
Major-  General  Grant  in  the  name  of  the  People 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  December,  1868, 
Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent introduced  a  joint  resolution  of  thanks  to 
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Major-General  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  and  the  officers 
and  soldiers  under  his  command,  during  the  re- 
bellion, and  providing  that  the  President  of  the 
United  Stat^  should  cause  a  medal  to  be  struck, 
to  be  presented  to  Major-General  Grant  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The 
resolution  was  passed  unanimously. 

In  the  Senate,  it  was  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee,  and  on  the  sixteenth,  Mr*  Wilson  re- 
ported it  without  amendment  The  resolution 
directs  **  that  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  presented 
to  Major-General  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  and  through 
him  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  fou^t 
under  his  command  during  this  rebellion,  for 
their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  battles 
in  which  they  have  been  engaged  ;  and  requests 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  a 
gold  medal  to  be  struck,  with  suitable  emblems, 
devices,  and  inscriptions,  to  be  presented  to  Ma- 
jor-General Grant.  When  the  medal  shall  have 
been  struck,  the  President  is  to  cause  a  copy  of 
the  joint  resolution  to  be  engrossed  on  parch- 
ment, and  to  transmit  it,  together  with  the  medaU 
to  Major-General  Grant,  to  be  presented  to  him 
in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  A  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  carry 
this  resolution  into  effect  is  appropriated  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated." Mr.  Wilson  asked  that  the  joint  re- 
solution should  be  put  upon  its  passage.  Mr. 
Fessenden  asked  if  the  Military  Committee  had 
made  '*  any  examination  to  ascertain  what  sum 
may  be  necessary  to  carry  the  resolution  into 
effect"  Mr.  Wilson  replied  that  "  the  Committee 
did  not  know  what  sum  it  would  be  necessary  to 
appropriate,  and  it  was  thought  best  to  leave  the 
matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  authorities."  The 
joint  resolution  was  then  unanimously  passed, 
and  approved  by  the  President  on  the  seventeenth 
of  December,  1863. 

No.  LIII. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  supply  in 
part  D^iencies  inAppropriationa/or  the  pub- 
lic Printing^  and  to  supply  D^iencies  in  the 
Appr<^iatiana  for  Bounties  to  Volunteers, 

Itf  the  House,  on  the  twenty -first  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Stevens,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  joint  resolution  to  supply 
in  part  deficiencies  in 'the  appropriations  for  the 
public  printing,  and  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the 
appropriations  for  bounties  and  premiums  to  vol- 
unteers, which  was  read  twice,  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  made  the  special 
order  for  two  o'clock  of  that  day.  The  joint 
resolution  appropriated  fifty  thousand  dollars  for 
deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  public  print- 
ing, and  twenty  million  dollars  for  the  payment 
of  bounties,  advance  pay,  and  premiums,  for  sol- 
diers who  volunteered  or  enlisted  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States.  At  two  oVlock  the  House, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Fenton,  of  New- 
York,  in  the  chair.  After  debate,  in  which  Mr. 
Stevens,  Mr.  Brooks,  Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr. 
Garfield,  Mr.  Lovejoy,  Mr.  Spalding,  Mr.  Kelley, 


and  Mr.  Strouse  participated,  the  committeei,  on 
motion,  rose  to  terminate  the  debate. 

Mr.  Harding,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
by  adding,  as  a  provision,  that  no  part  of  the 
money  aforesaid  should  be  applied  to  the  rais- 
ing, arming,  equipping,  •r  paying  of  negro  sol- 
diers. Mr.  Schenck  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered,  and  being  taken 
resulted — ^yeas,  forty-one;  nays,  one  hundred 
and  five ;  so  the  amendment  was  lost  The  joint 
resolution  was  then  passed  without  a  division. 

On  the  twenty-second,  the  Senate,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  it 
by  striking  out  the  words,  **  and  premiums  for 
soldiers  volunteering  or  enlisting  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,"  so  that  the  clause  would 
read :  **  That  the  sum  of  twenty  million  dollars, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  required,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby^  appropriated  for  the  payment 
of  bounties  and  advance  pay."  The  amendmeot 
was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Fessenden  then  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  adding  a  proviso,  that 
no  bounties,  except  such  as  were  provided  by 
law,  should  be  paid  to  any  person  enlisted  after 
the  fifth  day  of  January,  1865.  After  debate,  in 
which  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Cowan,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, and  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  participated,  the  vote  was 
taken  on  the  amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  to — 
yeas,  thirty -five^  nays,  nine.  Mr.  tVilson  moved 
to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section,  that  the 
money  paid  by  drafted  persons  should  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  should 
be  drawn  out  on  requisitions,  as  in  the  case  of 
other  public  moneys.  The  money  so  paid  should 
be  kept  in  the  treasury  as  a  special  deposit,  ap- 
plicable only  to  the  expenses  of  draft  and  for  the 
procuration  of  substitutes,  for  which  the  same 
is  hereby  appropriated.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  joint  resolution  as  amended 
was  passed. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  amendments,  and 
the  joint  resolution  was  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent on  ^the  twenty -third  of  December,  1863. 

No.  LIV. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  drop  from 
the  Rolls  of  the  Army  unemployed  General 
Officers, 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  1864, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs, 'reported  a  joint  resolution  to  drop  from 
the  rolls  of  the  army  unemployed  general  officers, 
which  was  read  twice  and  made  the  special  order 
for  the  fifteenth  of  March.  On  the  sixteenth,  the 
resolution  was  taken  up,  debated,  and  amend- 
ments proposed  by  Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr. 
Kernan,  of  New-York.  The  House,  on  the  sev- 
enteenth, on  motion  of  Mr.  Ashley,  of  Ohio,  post- 
poned the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution 
to  the  sixth  of  April.  On  the  eleventh  of  May, 
it  was  taken  up,  the  pending  question  being 
on  the  amendments  of  Mr.  Cox  and  Mr.  Kernao. 
The  amendment  of  Mr.  Cox  provided  that  when- 
ever any  officer  should  demand  a  oourt  of  in- 
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qiiiiy,  such  court  should  be  convened ;  and  if  the 
court  find  hin^  competent  to  command  in  the 
rank  to  which  he  is  entitled,  he  should  be  re- 
stored. The  amendment  was  disagreed  to — 
jeas,  forty-six  ;  nays,  sixty-nine.  Mr.  Remands 
amendment  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a 
board  of  officers,  to  consist  of  three  major-gen- 
erals, three  brigadier-generals,  and  three  colonels, 
to  examine  into  the  competency,  fitness,  and  effi- 
ciency for  command  of  major-generals  and  briga- 
dier-generals, who  should  not  be  in  the  perform- 
ance of  duty  on  the  first  of  July,  1864.  The 
amendment  was  lost — yea^  seventy-two;  nays, 
forty -five.  It  was  referred  by  the  Senate  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  not  reported. 
In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  December, 
1864,  Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affiiirs,  reported  a  bill  to  drop  from  the  rolls 
of  the  army  unemployed  major-generals  and  bri- 
gadier-generals, which  was  read  twice  and  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee.  On  the  fourteenth, 
Mr.  Schenck  from  the  Military  Committee,  re- 
ported it  back  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do 
pass.  It  provided  that  all  major  and  brigadier- 
generals  in  the  military  service,  who  on  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  February,  1865,  should  not  be  in 
the  performance  of  duty  or  service  corresponding 
to  their  respective  grades  or  rank,  and  who  should 
not  .have  been  engaged  in  such  duty  or  service 
for  three  months  continuously  next  prior  to  that 
date,  should  be  dropped  from  the  rolls  of  the 
army.  That  thereafter,  continuously,  until  the 
termination  of  the  war,  on  the  last  day  of  each 
month,  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  1865, 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  should  be  made  applicable 
to  any  general  officer  in  the  military  service,  who 
should  not,  on  the  last  day  of  any  month,  have 
been  engaged  in  the  performance  of  duty  or  serv- 
ice corresponding  to  his  proper  rank  for  three 
months  consecutively,  then  next  preceding.  Mr. 
Eldridge,  of  Wisconsin,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered,  and  the  bill 
passed — ^yeas,  ninety-nine ;  nays,  thirty-eight 

In  the  Senate,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  twenty-se- 
cond, Mr.  Wilson  reported,  that  **  the  Committee 
are  unanimously  of  the  ot>inion  that  economy, 
justice,  and  the  efficiency  and  general  interests  of 
the  military  service  alike  demand  that  where  gen- 
eral officers  in  the  r^ular  and  volunteer  forces 
of  the  United  States  are  found  to  be  unfit  for 
commands,  and  who  are  consequently  unemployed 
or  employed  on  duty  not  corresponding  to  their 
rank,  Uiey  should  be  mustered  out  of  tlie  service, 
and  that  the  vacancies  thus  created  should  be 
filled  by  new  promotions  and  appointments,  in 
order  that  the  officers  of  an  inferior  grade  who 
are  performing  the  duties  proper  to  such  general 
officers  may  be  promoted  to  the  rank  and  receive 
the  pay,  allowances,  and  emoluments  of  such  gen- 
eral officers.  But  the  Committee  are  of  opinion 
that  no  fixed,  inflexible  rule  of  discrimination, 
E-uch  as  is  embodied  in  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  could  be  adopted  and 
executed  consistently  with  equal  and  exact  just- 
ice toward  individual  officers,  and  with  the  inter- 


ests of  the  military  service  of  the  country.  Just- 
ice and  the  public  interests  demand  that  the  pow- 
er to  master  general  officers  out  of  the  service  of 
the  United  States  should  be  exercised  with  much 
discrimination  and  care.  The  power  of  removal 
and  the  responsibility  of  action  being  now  fully 
and  completely  vested  in  the  President,  the  Com- 
mittee unanimously  report  against  the  passage  of 
the  joint  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives.'* On  the  sixth  of  January,  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill  Mr.  Wilson  moved  its  indefinite  postpone- 
ment The  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill 
was  advocated  by  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Lane,  Mr. 
Grimes,  Mr.  Powell,  Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Elen- 
dricks,  and  Mr.  Johnson,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
Trumbull,  Mr.  Conness,  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Howe, 
and  Mr.  FarwelL  The  question  was  then  taken, 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to — yeas,  twenty- 
eight  ;  nays,  eight 

No.  LY. — The  Joint  Resolution  expressive  of  the 
Thanhs  of  Congress  to  Major- General  Joseph 
Hooker^  and  Major- General  George  G.  Meade, 
and  Major- General  OUeer  0,  Motoard,  and 
the  Officers  and  Men  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomae. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  joint  tesolution  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Major-General  Joseph  Hooker,  and  Ma- 
jor-General George  G.  Meade,  and  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  which  was 
read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee. On  the  eighth  of  January,  1864,  Mr.  Wil- 
son reported  it  back  without  amendment  The* 
Senate,  on  the  eighteenth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son, proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion, which  declared  that  the  gratitude  of  the 
American  people,  and  the  thanks  of  their  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  be  tendered  to  Major-Gen- 
eral Joseph  Hooker,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  army  of  ^e  Potomac,  for  the  skill,  energy, 
and  endurance  which  first  covered  Washington 
and' Baltimore  from  the  meditated  blow  of  the 
advancing  and  powerful  army  of  rebels  led  by 
General  Robert  E.  Lee;  and  to  Major-General 
George  G.  Meade,  and  Major-General  Oliver  0. 
Howard,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  that 
army,  for  the  skill  and  heroic  valor  which  at  Get^ 
tysburgh  repulsed,  defeated,  and  drove  back, 
broken  and  dispirited,  beyond  the  Rappahan- 
nock, the  veteran  army  of  the  rebellion.  Mr. 
Grimes  said:  "As  I  have  read  the  history  of 
that  campaign,  the  man  who  selected  the  position, 
where  the  battle  of  Gettysburgh  was  fought,  and 
who,  indeed,  fought  it  the  first  day,  was  General 
Howard,  and  to  him  the  country  is  indebted  as 
much  for  the  credit  of  securing  that  victory  as  to 
any  other  person.  I  wish^  therefore,  as  a  recog- 
nition of  his  merits,  to  couple  his  name  with  that 
of  General  Meade,  in  the  vote  of  thanks.**  He 
moved  to  insert  after  the  name  of  General  Meade 
the  name  of  Major-General  Oliver  0.  Howard,  and 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The  joint  reso« 
lution  as  amended  then  passed  without  a  division. 
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The  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  twenty- 
sixth,  passed  it  unanimously ;  and  the  President 
approved  it  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  January, 
1864. 

No.  LVL — Ths  Joint  Resolution  expressive  of 
the  TTianks  of  Congress  to  Major^Oenernl  Na- 
thaniel P.  Banks^  and  the  Officers  and  Men 
under  his  Command. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  December, 
1868,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  joint  resolution 
expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major- 
General  Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  and  the  officers  and 
soldiers  under  his  command  at  Port  Hudson, 
which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  eighth  of 
January,  1864,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with- 
out amendment  The  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth, 
'on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  took  up  the  resolution, 
and  it  passed  unanimously. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-sixth,  the  resolu- 
tion, on  motion  of  Mr.  Eliot,  of  Massachusetts, 
was  taken  up  and  passed.  The  joint  resolution 
tendered  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-General 
Nathaniel  P.  Banks  anfi  the  ofiScers  and  soldiers 
under  his  command,  for  the  skill,  courage,  and 
endurance  which  compelled  the  surrender  of  Port 
Hudson,  and  thus  removed  the  last  obstruction 
to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River ; 
and  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  twen- 
ty-eighth of  January,  1864. 

No.  LVII. — The  Joint  Resolution  expressive  of 
the  TlutnJes  of  Congress  to  Major- General  Am- 
brose E.  Bumsidey  and  the  Officers  and  Men 

»  tD?io  had  fought  under  him. 

In  the  Senate,  pn  the  fifteenth  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Anthony,  of  Rhode  Island,  introduced 
a  joint  resolution  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Major-General  Ambrose  £.  Burnside, 
and  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  had  fought  un- 
der him,  which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to 
the  Military  Committee.  On  the  eighth  of  Janu- 
ary, 1864,  Mr.  Sprague,  of  Rhode  Island,  from 
the  Military  Committee,  reported  it  back  without 
amendment  The  resolution  provided  that  the 
thanks  of  Congress  be  presented  to  Major-Gen- 
eral Ambrose  E.  Burnside,  and,  through  him,  to 
the  officx^rs  and  men  who  had  fought  under  his 
command,  for  their  gallantry,  good  conduct,  and 
soldier-like  endurance ;  and  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  the  reso- 
lution to  be  communicated  to  Major-General  Burn- 
side, in  such  terms  as  he  might  deem  best  calcu- 
lated to  give  effect  thereto. 

On  the  eighteenth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution,  and  it  ^as  unanimously  adopted.  The 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  twenty-sixth, 
passed  it  unanimously,  and  it  was  approved  by  the 

President  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  January,  1864. 

• 
No.  LVIII.  — Joint   Resolution   tendering   the 

Thanks  of  Congress  to  Major^Oeneral  W,  T. 

Sherman, 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  February,  1864, 


Mr.  Cobb,  of  Wisconsin,  introduced  a  joint  re 
iution  expressive  of  the  thanks  pf  Congress 
Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman.  The  resoluti 
declared  that  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  of  1 
people  of  the  tJnited  States  were  doe,  and  tl 
the  same  be  tendered,  to  Major-General  W. 
Sherman,  commander  of  the  department  a 
army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  the  officers  and  s 
diers  who  served  under  him,  for  their  gallant  a 
arduous  ser\  ices  in  marching  to  the  relief  of  t 
army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  for  their  gallant 
and  heroism  in  the  battle  of  Chattanooga,  whi 
contributed,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  success 
our  arms  in  that  glorious  victory.  It  was  pas^ 
without  a  division. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirteenth,  Mr.  Lane, 
Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  AfTai 
to  which  the  joint  resolution  had  been'  referr* 
reported  it  back  without  amendment,  and  it  ¥ 
passed,  and  approved  by  the  President  on  1 
nineteenth  of  February,  1864. 

No.   LIX. — The  Bill  Reviving  the    Grade 
Lieutenant- General   in    the    United    Sta 
Army. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  fo 
teenth  of  December,  1863,  Mr.  E.  B.  Wa 
bume,  of  Illinois,  introduced  a  bill,  reviving  1 
grade  of  lieutenant-general,  which  was  refeq 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  1 
twenty-fifth  of  January,  186^  Mr.  Farnswor 
of  Illinois,  reported  it  back,  with  an  amendm* 
in  the  nature  of  a  substitute.  The  substitute 
vived  the  grade  of  lieutenantrgeneral  in  the  an 
of  the  United  States,  and  authorized  the  Pr< 
dent,  whenever  he  should  deem  it  expedient, 
appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
the  Senate,  a  commander  of  the  army,  to  bo 
lected,  during  war,  from  among  the  officers 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  not 
low  the  grade  of  major-general,  who  were  most  < 
tinguished  for  courage,  skill,  and  ability,  and  \i 
should  be  authorized,  under  the  direction  of  i 
President,  to  command  the  armies  of  the  Uni 
States.  By  the  second  section,  the  lieutena 
general  so  appointed  was  to  be  entitled  to  t 
pay,  allowances,  and  staff  described  in  the 
of  twenty-eighth  May,  1798 ;  also  to  the  alU 
ances  described  in  the  sixth  section  of  the 
approved  August  twenty-third,  1842 ;  provic 
that  nothing  in  the  bill  should  be  construed 
affect  in  any  way  the  rank,  pay,  and  allowan 
of  Winfield  Scott,  Lieutenant-General  by  brev 
then  on  the  retired  list  of  the  army. 

Mr.  Fessenden  demanded  the  previous  qu 
tion  ;  but  the  motion  was  lost — ^yeas,  fifty-eigl 
nays,  sixty-six.  Mr.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio,  mo^ 
to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  s' 
ject  for  one  week,  and  that  the  bill  and  ame 
ment  be  printed.  Mr.  Washbume  demanded 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered — y^ 
ninety-three ;  nays,  fifty -six.  So  the  motiot] 
postpone  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  first  of  February,  the  House  procee< 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill.  The  ori^i 
bill,  introduced  by  Mr.  Washburne,  provided  ( 
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IIm  grade  of  lientenant-general  be  revived  in  the 
vmj  of  the  United  States,  and  the  President  be 
authorized,  whenever  he  should  deem  it  expe- 
dient^ to  appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
eonsent  of  the  Senate,  a  commander  of  the  army, 
to  be  selected,  during  war,  from  among  the  offi- 
cers, not  below  the  grade  of  major-general,  of 
the  regular  army,  or  of  volunteers  most  distin- 
guinhed  by  courage,  skill,  and  genius  in  their 
profession,  and  who,  being  commissioned  as 
lieutenant-general,  might  be  authorized  to  com- 
mand the  armies  of  the  United  States.  That 
the  lieutenant-general,  appointed  as  before  pro- 
vided, should  be  entitled  to  the  pay,  allowances, 
and  staff  specified  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  act 
approved  May  twenty-eighth,  1796 ;  and  also  to 
the  allowances  described  in  the  sixth  section  of 
the  act  approved  August  twenty-third,  1842, 
granting  additional  rations  to  certain  officers. 

The  amendment  provided,  that  the  grade  of 
lieutenant-general  be  revived  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  the  President  be  author- 
ized, wbeneVer  he  should  deem  it  expedient,  to 
appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  a  commander  of  the  army,  to  be 
elected,  during  war,  from  among  the  officers 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  not 
helow  the  grade  of  major-general,  most  distin- 
piished  for  courage,  skill,  and  ability ;  and  who, 
being  commissioned  as  lieutenant-general,  should 
be  authorised,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  command  the  armies  of  the   United 
States.     That  the  lieutenant-general  appointed, 
as  before  provided,  should  be  entitled  to  the 
pay.  allowances,  and  staff  specified  in  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  approved  May  twenty-eighth, 
1708 ;  and  also  the  allowances  described  in  the 
sixth  section  of  the  act  approved  August  twenty- 
third,  1842,  granting  additional  rations  to  certain 
officers :  Provided^  that  nothing  in  the  bill  con- 
tained should  be  construed  in  any  way  to  affect 
the  rank,  pay,  or  allowances  of  Winfield  Scott, 
Lieutonant-General  by  brevet,  then  on  the  re- 
tired list  of  the  army.     Mr.  Fams\^orth^  Mr. 
Schenck,    Mr.    Washbume,   and  Mr.    Hubbard 
arhrocated  the  passage  .of  the  measure,  and  Mr. 
(iarfield,  Mr.  Stevens,  and  Mr.  Boutwell  opposed 
it    Mr.  Garfield  moved  that  the  bill  apd  amend- 
ment be  laid  upon  the  table — yeas,  nineteen ; 
nays,    one  hundred  and  seventeen.    Mr.  Ross, 
of  Illinois,  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  *^And 
that  we  respectfully  recommend  the  appoint- 
ment of  Major-Qeneral  U.  S.  Grant  for  the  posi- 
tion of  lieutenant-general  ;*'  and  it  was  agreed 
to — yeas,  one  hundred  and  eleven  ;  nays,  forty- 
one,* 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from 
the  Military  Committee,  to  which  it  had  been 
referred,  reported  it  back  with  amendments. 
On  the  eleventh,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 

The  firet  amendment  of  the  Committee  was  in 
line  seven,  section  one,  to  strike  out  the  words 
**  commander  of  the  army,"  and  to  insert  "  lieu- 
tcnantrgeneral ;''  and  in  line  eight,  after  the  word 
**ielected,**  to  strike  out  the  words,  ^Muring 


the  war ;"  so  that  the  clause  read :  **  And  the 
President  is  hereby  authorized,  whenever  he 
shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  appoint,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  lieuten- 
ant-general, to  be  selected  from  among  those 
officera  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  not  below  the  grade  of  major-general, 
most  distinguished  for  courage,  skill,  and  abil- 
ity." The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Trumbull,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Nesmith  and 
Mr.  Johnson,  and  adopted — ^yeas,  twenty-five; 
nays,  fifteen. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  was  in 
line  eleven,  after  the  word  "  ability,"  to  strike 
out  the  following  words  :  "  And  who,  being  com- 
missioned as  lieutenant-gpneral,  shall  be  author- 
ized, under  the  direction  of  the  President,  to 
command  the  armies  of  the  United  States ;  and 
that  we  respectfully  recommend  the  appointment 
of  Major-General  U.  S.  Grant,  of  Illinois,  for  the 
position  of  lieuenant-generaK"  The  amendment 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Howe,  Mr. 
Richardson,  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Howard,  Mr. 
Doolittle,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Nesmith,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Lane,  and  Mr.  John- 
son. 

On  the  twenty-fourth,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Grimes 
declared  his  unalterable  opposition  to  its  passage 
in  any  shape  in  which  it  would  be  presented  to 
the  Senate.  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Wil- 
kinson, and  Mr.  Hale  made  speeches  in  favor  of 
the  bill  and  against  the  amendment  Mr.  Wil- 
son, Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Fessenden  spoke  for 
the  amendment;  and  it  was  agreed  to — ^ycas, 
twenty-eight;  nays,  twelve.  Mr.  Conness,  of 
California,  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting 
after  the  words  "lieutenant-general,"  the  words, 
"  who  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  armies 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President,  and  who  shall  remain  in  chief  com- 
mand during  the  pleasure  of  the  President" 
Mr.  Conness  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered — ^yeas,  ten ;  nays,  twenty -eight 
So  the  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Howard 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  they  were  ordered.  After  a  speech 
from  Mr.  Davis  against  the  bill,  it  was  passed — 
yeas,  thirty-one ;  nays,  six. 

On  the  twenty-fifth,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Washbume, of  Illinois,  disagreed  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  asked  a  cgmmittee  of  con- 
ference, and  appointed  Mr.  Washbume,  Mr.  Mc- 
Allister, of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Fenton,  of 
New- York,  managers  on  its  part  The  Senate, 
on  the  same  day,  voted  to  insist  on  its  amend- 
ments, agreed  to  a  committee  of  conference^  and 
appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  and 
Mr.  Johnson  managers  on  its  part. 

On  the  twenty-sixth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
committee  of  conference,  reported  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  recede  from  its  dis- 
agreement to  the  Senate  amendments,  and 
agi'ee  to  the  same  with  amendments.  The 
report  was  accepted  without  a  division.  Mr. 
Washburne,   from    the    conference   committee^ 
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reported  in  favor  of  agreeing  to  the  Senate 
amendments  with  amendments.  Mr.  Cox  moved 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference 
be  laid  upon  the  table — ^yeas,  thirty-six;  nays, 
fifty-nine.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken 
on  accepting  the  report  of  the  committee  of  con-, 
ference  ;  and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas,  seventy- 
three  ;  na3's,  forty-seven.  The  bill  was  approved 
by  the  President  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  and  General  Grant  was  immediately 
nominated  and  confirmed  Lieu  tenant-General. 

No.  LX.— 7%<J  Bill  to  amend  "  the  Act  far  En- 
rolling and  Calling  out  th^  National  Forces.^ 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fifth  of  January,  1864, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  bill 
to  amend  an  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the 
national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved 
March  third,  1868,  which  was  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On 
the  sixth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with 
amendments. 

The  bill  provided  that  the  President  should  be 
authorized  to  call  for  such  number  of  men  for  the 
military  service  as  the  public  exigencies  should 
require.  That  the  quota  of  each  ward  of  a  city, 
town,  or  township,  or  of  a  county,  where  the 
county  was  not  divided  into  wards,  towns,  or 
townships,  should  be  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  men  liable  to  render  military  service,  tak- 
ing into  account  the  number  which  had  been  fur- 
nished the  military  and  naval  service.  That  if 
any  State  should  fail  to  furnish,  within  the  time 
designated  by  the  President,  the  number  of  men 
required,  the  provost^marshal  of  the  district  with- 
in which  any  ward  of  a  city,  town,  or  township, 

or  county,  where  the  same  was  not  divided  into  oppose  any  enrolment,  or  who  should  incite, 
wards,  towns,  or  townships,  which  was  deficient  counsel,  or  encourage  to  resist  or  oppose  any 


twenty  years,  and  any  person  who  had  not  been 
in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  two  years  during  the  existing  war  and 
honorably  discharged ;  and  the  boards  of  enrol- 
ment should  release  from  draft  any  person  who, 
between  the  enrolment  and  the  draft,  should  have 
arrived  at  the  age  of  forty-five.  .  That  whenever 
a  mariner  or  able  seaman  should  be  drafted,  he 
should  have  the  right  to  enlist  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice. That  all  enlistments  into  the  naval  service 
or  into  the  marine  corps,  that  might  be  hereafter 
made  of  persons  liable  to  service,  should  be  cred- 
ited to  the  ward,  town,  or  township,  or  county, 
when  the  same  was  not  divided  into  wards, 
towns,  or  townships,  in  which  such  enlisted  men 
were  or  might  be  enrolled.  That  section  two  of 
the  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national 
forces,  should  be  amended  by  striking  out  all  of 
the  section,  and  inserting :  *'  That  the  following 
persons  be  excepted  and  exempted  from  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  and  shall  not  be  liable  to  mil- 
itary duty  under  the  same^  to  wit :  Such  as  are 
rejected  as  physically  or  mentally  unfit  for  the 
service ;  the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States, 
the  judges  of  the  various  courts  of  the  United 
States,  the  heads  of  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments, the  governors  of  the  several  States,  and 
all  persons  actually  in  the  military  or  naval  ser- 
vice at  the  time  of  the  draft,  or  who  have  been 
in  such  service  for  the  term  of  two  years  during 
the  present  war,  and  been  honorably  discharged.'' 
That  section  third  of  the  act  for  enrolling  and 
calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  so  much  of 
section  ten  of  the  act  as  provided  for  the  separate 
enrolment  of  each  class,  should  be  repealed. 
That  any  person  who  should  forcibly  resist  or 


in  its  quota,  was  situated,  should  make  a  draft 
for  the  number  deficient      That  any  person  en 
rolled  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  for  enroll 


such  enrolment,  should  be  punished  by  a  fine 
not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  or  by  im- 
prisonment not  exceeding  five  years,  or  by  both 


ing  and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  or  who  |  of  the  punishments,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court, 
might  be  hereafter  so  enrolled,  might  furnish,  at  t  That  the  Secretary  of  War  should  be  authorized 


any  time,  an  acceptable  substitute  who  was  not 
liable  to  draft.  That  any  person  enrolled  and 
drafted  might  furnish  an  acceptable  substitute, 
subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  might  be 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  That  if 
such-  substitute  is  not  liable  to  draft,  the  person 
furnishing  him  should  be  exempt  from  draft  dur- 
ing the  time  for  which  such  substitute  was  not 
liable  to  draft ;  and  if  such  substitute  was  liable 
to  draft,  the  name  of  the  person  furnishing  him 
should  again  be  placed  on  the  roll  That  the 
commutation  money  paid  by  persons  drafted  in 
any  congressional  district  should  be  applied  by 
the  War  Department  for  the  procuration  of  sub- 
stitutes, which  substitutes  should  be  credited  to 
that  district  in  filling  its  quota.  That  the  four- 
teenth section  of  the  act  amended  should  be 
amended  so  as  to  read :  That  all  drafted  persons 
should,  on  arriving  at  the  rendezvous,  be  care- 
fully inspected  by  the  surgeon  of  the  board. 
That  boards  of  enrolment  should  have  power  to 
enroll  any  person  whose  name  should  have  been 
omitted,  and  any  person  arriving  at  the  age  of 


to  detail  or  appoint  such  number  of  additional 
surgeons  for  temporary  duty  in  the  examination 
of  persons  drafted  into  the  military  service,  as 
might  be  necessary  to  secure  the  prompt  exam- 
ination of  all  drafted  persons.  That  provost- 
marshals,  boards  of  enrolment,  or  any  member 
thereof,  acting  by  authority  of  the  board,  should 
have  power  to  summon  witnesses,  and  enforce 
their  attendance.  That  copies  of  any  record  of  a 
provost-marshal  or  board  of  enrolment,  or  of  any 
part  thereof,  certified  by  the  provost-marshal,  or 
a  majority  of  the  boara  of  enrolment,  should  be 
deemed  and  taken  as  evidence  in  any  civil  or 
military  court,  in  like  manner  as  the  original 
record.  That  members  of  religious  denomina- 
tions, who  should,  by  oath  or  affirmation,  declare 
that  they  are  conscientiously  opposed  to  the 
bearing  of  arms,  should,  when  drafted,  be  con- 
sidered non-combatants,  and  should  be  assigned 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  duty  in  the  hospitals, 
or  to  the  care  of  freedmen.  That  no  person  of 
foreign  birth  should,  on  account  of  aUenage,  bo 
exempted  from  enrolment  or  draft^  who  bad  at 
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v\j  time  assumed  the  rights  of  a  citizen  by  Tot- 
ing at  any  election  held  under  authority  of  the 
Uirft  of  any  State  or  Territory,  or  of  the  United 
Stiites,  or  who  had  held  any  office  under  such 
liws,  or  any  of  fhem.     That  all  claims  to' exemp- 
tion should  be  yerified  by  the  oath  or  affirmation 
of  the  party  claiming  exemption.     That  if  any 
person,  drafted  and  liable  to  render  military  ser- 
Tice,  should  procure  a  decision  of  the  board  of 
enrolment  in  his  favor  upon  a  claim  to  exemption 
by  any  fraud  or  false  representation  practised  by 
himself  or  by  his  procurement,  such  decision  or 
exemption  should  be  of  no  effect     That  any  per- 
son who  should  procure,  or  attempt  to  procure, 
ft  false  report  from  the  surgeon  of  the  board  of 
enrolment  concerning  the  physical  condition  of 
any  person  drafted  and  liable  to  render  service, 
or  a  decision  in  favor  of  such  person  upon  a  claim 
to  exemption,  knowing  the   same  to  be  false, 
should,  upon  conviction,  be  punished  by  impris- 
onment    That  the  fees  of  agents  and  attorneys 
for  making  out  and  causing  to  be  executed  any 
papers  in  support  of  a  claim  for  exemption  from 
draft  or  for  any  services  that  might  be  rendered  to 
the  claimant,  should  not,  in  any  case,  exceed  five 
dollars.     That  no  member  of  the  board  of  enrol- 
ment and  no  surgeon  detailed  or  employed  to  as- 
hist  the  board  of  enrolment,  and  no  clerk,  assistant, 
or  employee  of  any  provost-marshal  or  board  of 
enrolment  should  directly  or  indirectly  be  engaged 
in  procuring  or  attempting  to  procure  substitutes 
for  persons   drafted,  or  liable  to  be  drafted  into 
the  military  service.     That  any  surgeon  charged 
with  the  duty  of  inspection,  who  should  receive 
from  any  person  any  money  or  other  valuable 
thing,  for  making  an  imperfect  inspection,  or  a 
iaise  or  incorrect  report,  and  each  member  of  the 
board  of  enrolment  who  should  wilfully  agree  to 
the  discharge  from  service  of  any  drafted  person 
who  was  not  legally  and  properly  entitled  to  such 
discharge,  should  be  tried  by  a  court-martial, 
and,  on  convicUon,  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not 
less  than  three  hundred  dollars,  and  not  more 
than  ten  thousand  dollars,  should  be  imprisoned 
at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  be  cashiered 
and  dismissed  the  service.     That  nothing  con- 
tained in  the  act  should  be  so  construed  as  to  pre- 
sent or  prohibit  the  enlistment  of  men  in  the 
States  in  rebellion  under  the  orders  of  the  War 
Department. 

On  the  seventh,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
btlL,  and  several  amendments  reported  by  the 
Military  Committee  were  agreed  to.  A  new 
section,  moved  by  Mr.  Grimes,  exempting  from 
draft  pilots,  engineers,  Snd  masters-at-arms  in 
the  naval  service,  was  adopted.  On  the  eighth, 
the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
the  pending  question  being  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  Military  Committee  to  repeal  the 
oomniutation  elause  of  three  hundred  dollars. 
Mr.  Sumner  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
exacting  clause  of  the  amendment  and  insert: 
'*That  00  drafted  person  shall  be  allowed  to 


Secretary  of  War  may  authorise  to  receive  the 

same,  the  full  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars. 

And  provided  further^  That  every  such  person 
thus  discharged  shall  pay,  in  addition  to  the  said 
sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  a  certain  propor- 
tion in  the  nature  of  a  tithe  of  his  annual  gains, 
profits,  or  income,  whether  derived  from  any 
kind  of  property,  dividends,  salary,  or  from  any 
profession,  trade,  or  employment  whatever,  ac- 
cording to  the  following  rates,  to  wit :  on  all  in- 
come over  six  hundred  dollars,  and  not  over. two 
thousand  dollars,  ton  per  cent;  over  two  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  not  over  five  thousand  dollars, 
twenty  per  cent ;  and  on  all  income  over  five 
thousand,  thirty  per  cent"     Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Col- 
lamer,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Cowan  opposed  the 
repeal  of  the  three  hundred  dollar  commutation 
clause,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  advocated  its 
repeal 

On  the  twelfth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill     Mr.  Sumner  proposed  to 
modify  his  amendment  so  as  to  allow  a  drafted 
man  to  furnish  a  substitute,  and  to  provide  that 
the  commutation  money  be  used  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  promote  enlistments, 
or  for  the  benefit  of  enlisted  men.     After  de- 
bate, the  vote  was  taken  on  Mr.  Sumner's  amend- 
ment .  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected — 
yeas,  fifteen;    nays,   twenty-five.     Mr.  Wilson 
then  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  amendment  repealing  the  three 
hundred  dollar  commutation  provision,  and  in- 
serting: **That  any  person  enrolled  and  drafted 
may  pay  to  such  person  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
may  designate  to  receive  it,  three  hundred  dol- 
lars for  the  procurement  of  a  substitute,  and  such 
person  so  paying  three  hundred  dollars  for  the 
procurement  of  a  substitute,  shall  be  exempt 
from  draft  until  such  time  as  he  shall  again  be- 
come liable  to  draft  by  reason  of  the  exhaustion 
of  the  enrolment  from  which  the  draft  shall  bo 
made ;  but  such  exemption  shall  not  exceed  the 
time  for  which  such  person  shall  have  been  draft- 
ed."   The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr. 
Howe,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Fessenden, 
Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas. 

On  the  fourteenth,  the  debate  was  resumed, 
and  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Wilson  having  been  withdrawn,  the  vote 
was  taken  on  the  amendment  to  repeal  the  com- 
mutation clause,  and  it  was  rejected — ^yeas, 
twelve ;  nays,  twenty-eight  Mr.  Sherman  moved 
to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section :  ^*  That 
any  person  enrolled  and  drafted  into  the  milita- 
ry service  of  the  United  States,  may  furnish  an 
acceptable  substitute,  subject  to  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  That  if  such  substitute  is  not 
liable  to  draft,  the  person  furnishing  him  shall 
be  exempt  from  draft  during  the  time  for  which 
such  substitute  is  not  liable  to  draft,  not  exceed- 
ing the  term  for  which  he  was  drafted ;  and  if 
such  substitute  is  liable  to  draft,  the  name  of 
the  person  furnishing  him  shall  again  be  placed 


^miah  a  substitate,  but  he  shall  be  dischaxiged  I  on  the  roll,  and  shall  be  liable  to  draft  on  future 
Irom  the  draft  on  paying  to  Buch  officer  as  the  I  calla    And  any  person  now  in  the  military  or 
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naval  service  of  the  United  Slates  not  physically 
disqualified^  who  has  so  served  more  than  one 
year,  and  whose  term  of  unexpired  service  shall 
not,   at  the  time  of   suhstitution,   exceed   six 
months,  may  be  employed  as  a  substitute  to 
serve  in  the  troops  of  the  State  in  which  he  en- 
listed ;  and  if  any  drafted  person  shall  hereafter 
pay  money  for  the  procuration  of  a  substitute, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  which  this  is 
an  amendment,  such  payment  of  money  shall 
3perate  only  to  relieve  such  person  from  draft 
3n  that  call,  and  his  name  shall  be  retained  on 
the  roll,  and  he  shall  be  subject  to  draft  on 
future  calls,  and  the  maximum  of  commutation 
under  said  act  shall  hereafter  be  five  hundred 
dollars  instead  of  three  hundred  dollars."     Mr. 
Anthony,  of  Rhode  Island,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  adding  as  a  proviso :  **  That  no 
person  who  has  been  drafted  and  furnished  a 
substitute  or  paid  commutation  as  herein  pro- 
vided, shall  again  be  liable  to  draft  until  the 
present  enrolment  shall   be  exhausted."     The 
amendment  to  the    amendment  was  rejected. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Sherman^s  amend- 
ment was  amended  so  as  to  make  the  maximum 
commutation  four  hundred  dollars  instead  of 
five  hundred  dollars.     Mr.  Howard,  of  Michigan, 
moved  to  amend  Mr.  Sherman's  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  last  clause,  **  and  the  maximum 
of  commutation  shall  be  four  hundred  dollars 
instead  of  three  hundred  dollars;"  and  it  was 
agreed  to— yeas,  twenty-three ;  nays,  fourteen. 
Mr.    Sherman^s    amendment    as  amended  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Howe  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a  new 
section  providing  that  the  money  received  as  com- 
mutation should  be  a  fund  to  be  equally  distrib- 
uted among  men  drafted  and  mustered  into  the 
service ;  but  the  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr. 
Dixon  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new 
section :  "  That  all  persons  recognized  as  clergy- 
men or  ministers  of  religion  by  the  ecclesiastical 
authority  of  the  denomination  or  communion  to 
which  they  belong,  when  called  into  the  military 
service  under  this  act,  Shall  be  regarded  as  non- 
combatants,  and  employed. as  chaplains  or  in 
hospitals."  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  by  strik- 
ing out  the  amendment  and  inserting:  ^*That 
ministers  of  the  Gospel,  or  members  of  religious 
denominations  conscientiously  opposed  to  the 
bearing  of  arms,  and  who  are  prohibited  from 
doing  so  by  the  rules  and  articles  of  faith  and 
practice  of  said  religious  denomination,  shall, 
when  drafted  into  the  military  service,  be  con- 
sidered non-combatants,  and  shall  be  assigned  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  duty  in  the  hospitals,  or 
to  the  care  of  freedmen,  or  shall  pay  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  dollars  to  such  person  as  the 
Secretary  of  War  shall  designate  to  receive  it,  to 
be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed soldiers ;  and  such  dfafted  persons  shall  then 
be  exempt  from  the  draft  during  the  time  for 
which  they  shall  have  been  drafted."  Mr.  Dixon 
accepted  the  amendment  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  striking  oat  the  Words^ 
'*  ministers  of  the  Gospel  or ;"  and  the  amend- 


ment was  agreed  to — yeas,  twenty-eight ;  nays 
ten.  Mr.  Doolittle  moved  to  amend  by  requiring 
members  of  religious  denominations  to  makt 
oath  that  they  are  conscientiously  opposed  t< 
bearing  arms;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  The  amendment  as  amended  was  agreed 
to — ^yeas,  twenty-eight;  nays,  twelve. 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  It  was  reported  to  th< 
Senate,  and  the  amendments  made  as  in  Com< 
mittee  of  the  Whole  agreed  to.  Mr.  Ne&raith  re 
newed  the  motion  to  repeal  the  three  hundred 
dollar  commutation  clause  of  the  enrolment  act ; 
but  the  motion  was  lost — yeas,  fifteen;  nays, 
twenty-four.  Mr.  Sumner  renewed  his  motior 
to  require  drafted  persons  to  pay  commutatioc 
in  proportion  to  their  incomes ;  but  it  was  lost- 
yeas,  sixteen;  nays,  twenty-eight  Mr.  Doo 
little  desired  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  mak< 
persons  who  had  resided  one  year  in  the  countrj 
and  voted,  liable  to  enrolment  and  draft,  and 
Mr.  Trumbull  moved  to  amend  by  adding :  '"  Thai 
no  person  of  foreign  birth  shall,  on  account  of 
alienage,  be  exempted  from  enrolment  or  draft 
who  has  at  any  time  assumed  the  rights  of  a  t:iti 
zen  by  voting  at  any  election,  or  who  has  hel< 
any  office ;  but  the  fact  that  any  such  person  oj 
foreign  birth  has  voted  or  held,  or  shall  vote  oi 
hold  office,  shall  be  taken  as  conclusive  evideno 
that  be  is  not  entitled  to  exemption  from  milita 
ry  service  on  account  of  alienage."  The  amend 
ment  was  agreed  to. 

The  considerjition  of  the  bill  was  resumed  01 
the  sixteenth;  debated  and  amended  On  th 
eighteenth,  the  bill  was  further  considered,  da 
bated  amended,  and  passed. 

In  the  House,  on  the  fifteenth  of  January 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  A I 
fairs,  to  whom  the  bill  had  been  referred,  reportoi 
it  back  with  an  amendment  On  the  first  oi 
February,  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Schencl^ 
referred  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whol< 
and  made  it  the  special  order  until  disposed  01 
The  Military  Committee  reported  an  amend 
ment  to  strike  out  all  of  the  Senate  bill  after  th 
first  section,  and  insert  twenty-five  new  section 
as  a  substitute.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  o 
Pennsylvania,  the  original  bill  was  amended  s 
as  to  provide  that  persons  paying  three  hundre 
dollars  should  be  exempted  during  the  time  fc 
which  they  were  drafted,  unless  the  enrol  rue l 
should  be  exhausted  Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiant 
moved  to  amend  so  as  to  repeal  the  oomrautatio 
provision.  On  the  second,  the  debate  was  n 
newed  by  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  Chandler,  and  Mi 
Davis,  of  New- York,  Mr.  Anderson,  of  Kei 
tucky,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Allen,  of  Illinois.  Tl 
House,  on  the  third,  resumed  the  considerittit] 
of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Myers,  and  Mr.  Williams,  c 
Pennsylvania,  addressed  the  House  in  its  favo 
and  Mr.  Stiles  of  that  State  opposed  it  M 
Holman*B  amendment  to  strike  out  of  the  orig 
nal  bill  the  commutation  clause  was  rejected^ 
yeas, twenty >six ;  nays,  seventy-three.  Mr.  Kal 
win,  of  Michigan,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  | 
striking  out  the  maximum  of  four  hundred    d.< 
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kn  instead  of  three  hundred  dollars,  and  it  wati 
agrwd  to. 

On  the  eighth,  the  bill  was  amended  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Rice,  of  Massachusetts,  so  as  to  al- 
low soldiers  to  enlist  in  the  nary.  On  the  ninth, 
the  hill  was  further  discussed  and  amended. 
Mr.  Stevens,  on  the  tenth,  moved  to  amend  the 
Senate  bill  hj  striking  out  the  twenty-seventh 
section,  and  inserting  that  *^all  able-bodied  male 
persons  of  African  descent,  between  the  ages  of 
twenty  and  fortj-Ave  years,  whether  citizens  or 
not  resident  in  the  United  States,  shall  be  en- 
rolled and  form  part  of  the  national  forces.  And 
when  a  slave  shall  have  been  drafted  and  mus- 
tered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  his 
inii.«ter  shall  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which 
shall  entitle  him  to  receive  three  hundred  dollars 
from  the  United  States,  and  the  drafted  man 
shall  be  free,  provided  that  the  slaves  of  loyal 
men  only  shall  be  paid  for.*'  On  the  eleventh, 
the  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  Stevens*s  amendment  by  adding :  *^  The  Sec- 
retary of  War  shall  appoint  a  commission  in 
each  of  the  slaves  States  represented  in  Con- 
f^rKLs  charged  to  award  a  just  compensation  to 
each  loyal  owner  of  any  slave  who  may  volun- 
teer into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  pay- 
ible  out  of  the  commutation  money."  The 
amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Blassachusetts,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  owner  of  any  slave,"  and  insert, 
''  the  person  to  whom  the  colored  persons  may 
owe  service ;"  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Webster,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  insert  after 
the  word  ^*  certificate,"  in  Mr.  Stevens^s  amend- 
ment^ the  words :  **  The  bounty  of  one  hundred 
doUans  now  payable  by  law  to  each  drafted  man, 
vhall  be  paid  to  the  person  to  whom  said  drafted 
person  owes  service  at  the  time  of  his  muster 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  and  it  was 
agreed  to.  The  amendment  of  Mr.  Stevens  was 
^rced  to — yeas,  sixty-seven ;  nays,  forty-four. 

On  the  twelfth,  the  House  resumed  the  con- 
Fideration  of  the  bill.  The  previous  question, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Schenck,  was  ordered — yeas, 
Mventy-eight;  nays,  fifty-six.  Mr.  Schenck  brief- 
ly explained  the  amendment  adopted  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  also  the  substitute  of 
the  Military  Committee.  The  amendments  adopt- 
ed in  Committee  of  thp  Whole  were  agreed  to, 
with  the  exception  of  the  twenty-second  amend- 
ncot^  on  which  a  separate  vote  waft  demanded. 
That  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  twenty- 
ttventh  section,  and  insert  in  lieu  of  it:  **All 
aMe-bodied  male  persons  of  African  descent,  be- 
tween the  ages  of  twenty  and  forty-five  years  of 
*e^  whether  citizens  or  not,  resident  in  the 
I'ntted  States,  shall  be  enrolled  according  to  the 
^▼ihions  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
i&ent,  and  4bnn  part  of  the  national  forces ;  and 
vhen  a  alave  of  a  loyal  citizen  shall  be  drafted 
and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  bis  master  shall  have  a  certificate  thereof. 
The  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  now  paya- 
ble by  kw  for  each  drafted  man,  shall  be  paid  to 


the  person  to  whom  such  drafted  person  owes 
service  or  labor  at  the  time  of  his  muster  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  freeing  the 
person.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  appoint  a 
commission  in  each  of  the  slaves  States  repre- 
sented in  Congress,  charged  to  award  a  just  com- 
pensation, not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars, 
to  each  loyal  person  to  whom  the  colored  volun- 
teer may  owe  service,  who  may  volunteer  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  payable  out  of 
the  commutation  money,  upon  the  master  freeing 
the  slave."  The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The 
vote  was  then  taken  on  the  substitute,  which 
was  in  substance  the  Senate  bill  with  the  House 
amendments,  and  it  was  concurred  in.  Mr.  llol- 
man  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas, 
ninety-four ;  nays,  sixty ;  so  the  bill  was  passed 
by  the  House. 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr 
Wilson,  disagreed  to  tlA  House  amendments, 
and  the  House,  on  the  sixteenth,  insisted  on  its 
amendments,  asked  a  committee  of  conference, 
and  the  speaker  appointed  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr. 
Keman,  of  New-York,  and  Mr.  Demlng,  of  Con- 
necticut, managers  dn  the  part  of  the  House. 
The  Senate  insisted  on  its  disagreement  to  the 
House  amendments,  agreed  to  a  committee  of 
conference,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Nesmith,  and 
Mr.  Grimes  were  appointed  managers.  On  the 
eighteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  committee  of 
conference,  made  a  report,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed.  The  report,  in  substance,  agreed  to 
the  Senate  bill  with  some  of  the  amendments  of 
the  House.  The  twenty-sixth  section  of  the 
amendment  of  the  House  provided  that  masters, 
on  freeing  their  slaves,  should  receive  the  com- 
mutation money.  This  provision  permitted  the 
master  to  clmm  the  colored  soldier  as  his  slave, 
after  being  mustered  into  the  army.  The  com- 
mittee of  conference,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
provided  that  every  colored  soldier,  on  being 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
should  be  free.  On  the  nineteenth,  the  Senate 
agreed  to  the  report  of  the  conference  commit- 
tee— ^yeas,  twenty-six ;  nays,  sixteen.  The  House 
agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee — ^yeas, 
seventy-one;  nays,  twenty-three.  The  bill  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  February,  1864. 

No.  LXI. — The  Joint  Sesolutian  relative  to  the 
Tranter  of  Persona  in  the  Military  to  the 
Naval  Service. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
1864^  Mr.  Conness,  of  California,  ihtroduced  a 
joint  resolution  relative  to  the  transfer  of  persons 
in  the  military  to  the  naval  service ;  it  was  read 
twice,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  considered  as 
in  committee  of  the  whole.  The  resolution  pro- 
posed to  direct  the  Provost-Marshal  General  to 
enlist  such  persons  as  might  desire  to  enter  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  under  such 
directions  as  might  be  given  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ;  and  these 
enlistments  were  to  be  credited  to  Uie  appropri- 
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ftte  district ;  but  inasmuch  as  they  received  prize 
money,  tfiey  were  not  to  be  entitled  to  any  bounty. 
The  President,  whenever  in  his  judgment  the 
public  service  might  require  it,  could  transfer 
persons  who  had  been  employed  in  sea  service, 
and  were  enlisted  in  the  army,  from  their  regi- 
ments to  the  naval  service,  upon  such  terms  and 
according  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  might 
be  prescribed  ;  but  the  number  of  transfers  from 
any  company  or  regiment  was  not  to  be  so  great 
as  to  reduce  it  below  the  minimum  strength  re- 
quired by  the  regulations  of  the  military  service, 
and  the  sums  paid  to  such  persons  as  bounty  for 
entering  the  military  service,  were  to  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  naval  recruiting  fund  to  the  credit 
of  the  proper  appropriation  for  the  land  service. 
Mr.  Gonness  stated  that  the  joint  resolution  was 
prepared  in  accordance  with  the  judgment  of  the 
Executive,  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  of  the 
War  Department  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution  by  adding :  "  That  there  shall  be 
paid  to  each  enlisted  able  or  ordinary  seaman  an 
advance,  as  a  bounty,  of  three  months'  pay,  to  be 
refunded  to  the  treasury  from  any  prize  money 
to  which  such  enlisted  man  .may  hereafter  be  en- 
titled." The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  as  amended  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Higby,  of  California,  the 
House  referred  the  resolution  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  with  leave  t6  report  at  any 
time.  On  the  nineteenth,  Mr.  Doming,  of  Con-4 
necticut,  from  the  Military  Committee,  reported 
the  resolution  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
passed  without  a  division.  It  was  approved  by 
the  President  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  February, 

No.   1,KIL—The  Bill  to  estahlUh  a  Uniform 
System  of  Ambulances  in  the  United  States, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-third  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  ambu- 
lances in  the  army,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee.  On  the 
twentieth  of  January,  1864,  Mr.  Wilson  reported 
it  back  with  amendments.  The  bill  provided 
that  the  chief  medical  officer  of  each  army  corps, 
should,  under  the  control  of  the  medical  director 
of  the  army  to  which  such  army  corps  belonged, 
have  the  supervision  of  all  ambulances,  and  of  all 
officers  and  men  who  might  be  detailed  or  em- 

Eloyed  to  assist  him,  in  the  army  corps  in  which 
e  might  be  serving.  That  the  commanding 
officer  of  each  army  corps  should  detail  officers 
and  enlisted  men  for  service  in  the  ambulance 
corps,  namely,  one  captain,  one  first  lieutenant  for 
each  division,  one  second  lieutenant  for  each  bri- 
gade, one  sergeant  for  each  regiment,  three  pri- 
vates for  each  ambulance,  and  one  private  for 
each  wagon  ;  the  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, and  privates  detailed  for  each  army  corps 
to  be  examined  by  a  board  of  medical  officers 
of  such  army  corps  as  to  their  fitness  for  such 
duty.  That  there  should  be  furnished  to  each 
army  corps  two-horse  ambulances,  upon  the  ba- 
sis of  three  to  each  regiment  of  infantry  of  five 


hundred  men  or  more;  two  to  each  regime 
of  infantry  of  more  than  two  hundred  and  h 
than  five  hundred  men  or  more:  and  one  to  ea 
regiment  of  infantry  of  less  than  two  hundr 
men ;  two  to  each  regiment  of  cavalry  of  five  hu 
dred  men  or  more ;  and  one  to  each  regiment  i 
cavalry  of  less  than  five  hundred  men ;  one 
each  battery  of  artillery — to  which  battery  of  s 
tillery  it  should  be  permanently  attached ;  to  t 
headquarters  of  each  army  corps  two  such  am)] 
lances ;  and  to  each  division  train  of  ambulanc 
two  army  wagons ;  and  ambulances  should 
furnished  to  division  brigades  and  commands  n 
attached  to  any  army  corps  upon  the  same  basi 
each  ambulance  to  be  provided  with  such  nui 
ber  of  stretchers  and  other  appliances  as  shoti 
be  prescribed^'by  the  Surgeon-General.  That  ti 
captain  should  be  the  commander  of  all  the  ai 
bulances,  medicine,  and  other  wagons  in  the  oori 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  medical  \ 
rector,  or  chief  medical  officer  of  the  army  cor 
to  which  the  ambulance  corps  belongs ;  and  ! 
should  pay  special  attention  to  the  condition  \ 
the  ambulances,  and  see  that  they  were  at  \ 
times  in  readiness  for  service ;  that  the  office 
and  men  of  the  ambulance  corps  were  proper 
instructed  in  their  duties,  and  that  their  duti 
were  performed ;  and  it  should  be  his  duty 
institute  a  drill  in  his  corps,  instructing  his  m 
in  the  most  easy  and  expeditious  manner  of  mc 
ing  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  to  require  that  t 
sick  and  wounded  should  be  treated  with  gent! 
ness  and  care ;  and  it  should  be  his  duty  to  s 
that  the  ambulances  were  not  used  for  any  oth 
purpose  than  that  for  which  they  were  design  e 
And  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  chief  medic 
officer  of  the  army  corps,  previous  to  a  marc 
and  previous  to  and  in  time  of  action,  or  whe 
ever  it  might  be  necessary  to  use  the  ambulance 
to  issue  the  proper  orders  to  the  captain  for  t 
distribution  and  management  of  the  same ;  f 
collecting  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  convcyii 
them  to  their  destination.  And  the  officers 
the  ambulance  corps,  including  the  medical  i 
rector,  should  make  such  reports,  from  time 
time,  as  might  be  required  by  the  Secretary 
War,  the  Surgeon-General,  the  medical  direct 
of  the  army,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  t 
army  corps  in  which  they  might  be  servir 
That  the  first  lieutenant  for  a  division  shoe 
have  complete  control,  under  the  captain  of  1 
corps  and  the  medical  director  of  the  army  corf 
of  all  the  ambulances  and  men  in  that  porti 
of  the  ambulance  corps.  He  should  be  the  a< 
ing  assistant  quartermaster,  and  be  responsil 
for  all  the  property  belonging  to  the  ambulan 
corps,  have  authority  to  draw  supplies  from  t 
dSpdt  quartermaster,  upon  requisitions  approv 
by  the  captain  of  his  corps,  the  medical  direct< 
and  the  commander  of  the  army  corps  to  whi 
he  is  attached.  That  the  second  lieutenant  shou 
have  command  of  the  portion  of  the  ambulan 
corps  for  a  brigade,  and  should  be  under  t 
immediate  orders  oi  the  first  lieutenant,  ai 
should  exercise  a  careful  supervision  over  t 
sergeants  and  privates.    That  the  ambulances 
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the  armies  of  the  United  States  should  he  used 
only  for  the  transportation  of  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed, and,  in  urgent  cases  only,  for  medical  sup- 
plies, and  all  persons  should  be  prohibited  from 
usin^  them.  That  no  person  except  the  proper 
medical  officers,  or  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  privates  of  the  ambulance  corps,  or 
such  persons  as  might  be  assigned  to  duty  with 
the  ambulance  corps,  should  be  permitted  to  take 
or  accompany  sick  or  wounded  men  to  the  rear, 
either  on  tho  march  or  upon  the  field  of  battle. 
That  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
privates  of  the  ambulance  corps  should  be  desig- 
nated by  such  uniform  or  in  such  manner  as  the 
Secretary  of  War  should  deem  proper.  That  it 
should  be  the  duty  of  the  commander  of  the  army 
corps  to  transmit  to  the  Adjutant-General  the 
names  and  rank  of  all  officers  and  enlisted  men 
detailed  for  service  in  the  ambulance  corps  of 
such  army  corps,  and  it  should  be  the  duty  of 
the  commander  of  the  army  corps  to  report  to 
the  Adjutant-General,  from  time  to  time,  the  con- 
duct and  behavior  of  the  officers  and  enlisted 
men  of  th^ ambulance  corps.  That  nothing  in 
the  act  should  be  construed  to  diminish  or  impair 
the  rightful  authority  of  the  commanders  of  ar- 
mies, army  corps,  or  separate  detachments,  over 
the  medical  and  other  officers,  and  the  non-com- 
mts<;ioned  officers  and  privates  of  their  com- 
mands. 

On  the  third  of  February,  the  Senate,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill,  and  the  amendments  reported  by 
the  Military  Committee  were  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  then  stated  that  the  bill  was  based  upon 
the  orders  of  Colonel  Letterman,  Medical  Director 
of  the  army  of  the  Potomac  The  bill,  he  said, 
had  been  sent  to  medical  directors  of  armies,  and 
to  several  generals,  and  the  Committee  oh  Mili- 
tary Affairs  had  received  many  letters  approving 
the  provisions  of  the  bill.  General  Grant  wrote 
that  "''  the  system,  as  now  proposed,  is  a  good 
one;  that  it  may  be  subject  to  modifications 
vhich  can  be  ^ade  by  orders ;  that  it  is  an  ad- 
mirable system  to  be  adopted  by  all  our  armies.'* 
<jeneral  booker  said  he  regarded  the  bill  as  un- 
exceptionable. General  Sykes,  commanding  a 
cijrps  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  said :  *^  In  its 
main  provisions  it  is  identical  of  Order  Eighty - 
fite,  of  this  army,  August  twenty-fourth,  1863." 
"  The  system  established  in  those  orders  has  been 
teNt«d,  and  found  highly  satisfactory."  General 
be^lgwick^  commanding  the  Sixth  corps,  of  the 
UTD y  of  the  Potomac,  said  of  the  bill :  **  It  is  es- 
f^niially  the  same  as  now  organized  in  this  army, 
and  has  been  found  to  work  admirably."  Gen- 
eol  French,  another  corps  commander  of  the  ar- 
c«r  of  the  Potomac,  says  :  **  The  system,  as  em- 
hlilied  in  the  bill,  is  almost  practically  perfect." 
<  icfitrral  Pleasonton,  who  commanded  the  cavalry 
oT  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  said  of  the  bill :  **  I 
ant  ver}'  glad  to  find  it  so  nearly  accords  with 
Uie  system  adopted  for  the  service  in  this  army. 
The  experience  of  the  past  eighteen  months  has 
it^teu  that  the  necossitioa  of  the  service  will  be 


fully  met  by  the  provisions  of  your  bill.  WhHe 
it  provides  in  the  most  ample  manner  for  the  care 
of  the  sick  and  wounded,  the  checks  against  any 
abuse  are  well  considered,  and  will  prove  effect- 
ive.*' General  Thomas  wrote  a  letter  indorsing 
the  bill,  and  suggested  an  amendment,  which  was 
adopted  by  the  Committee.  **  I  have  full  confi- 
dence," he  said,  *^  that  the  bill  as  it  now  stands, 
will  answer  all  the  purposes  needed.  It  is  a 
general  direction  and  guide,  leaving  sufficient 
scope  for  medical  directors  of  armies  to  issue  or- 
ders and  make  such  modifications  and  changes 
of  detail  as  may  be  necessary,  from  time  to  time, 
in  their  several  armies.  It  extends  to  all  our 
armies  the  system  adopted  eighteen  months  ago 
in  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  and  which  at  Fred- 
ericksburgh,  at  Chanoellorsville,  and  at  Gettys- 
burgh,  according  to  the  testimony  of  our  officers, 
worked  most  admirably.  It  has  been  improving 
every  day,  and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  im- 
prove so  long  as  the  war  lasts  ;  for,  in  this  de- 
partment, as  in  every  other,  they  are  every  day 
learning  something."  Mr.  Wilson  stated  that  it 
had  been  suggested  that  mule-litters  might  be 
introduced  into  the  army.  Mr.  Grimes  thought 
there  ought  to  be  a  section  in  the  bill  giving  au- 
thority to  change  the  character  of  the  ambulan- 
ces, and  detail  officers  and  men  to  horse  and 
mule-litters.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  a  new  section,  providing  that  horse 
and  mule- litters  might  be  authorized  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  under  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  might  be  prescribed  by  the  medical  director 
of  eadi  army.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  Mr. 
Schenck,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  Milita- 
iT  Affairs,  reported  hack  the  ambulance  bill  of 
the  Senate  with  amendments,  which  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  was  then  passed  without  a  divi- 
sion. On  the  ninth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the 
House,  and  the  bill  was  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  eleventh  of  March,  1864. 

No.  LXUL^The  Bill  to  amend  Section  Nine 
of  the  Act  approved  July  seventeenth,  1862,  **  to 
J)(^ne  the  Pay  and  Emolumente  of  certain 
Officers  of  the  Army,^^ 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  Mr. 
Farnsworth,  of  Illinois,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  section 
nine  of  the  act  approved  July  seventeenth,  1862, 
**to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  certain  offi- 
cers of  the  army." 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  provided  that  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  chaplains  in  the 
regular  and  volunteer  service,  and  in  hospitals, 
should  not  suffer  any  diminution  of  their  pay  and 
allowances  when  absent  from  duty  on  leave,  on 
account  of  sickness  or  other  disability,  or  when 
held  by  the  enemy  as  prisoners. 

Tho  second  section  of  the  bill  so  amended  the 
pension  act  of  July,  1862,  as  to  include  chaplains 
in  the  regular  and  volunteer  service ;  provided 
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that  the  pension  to  which  a  chaplain  should  be 
entitled  for  total  disability  should  be  twenty  dol- 
lars a  month ;  and  it  prorided  that  the  provisions 
of  the  act  to  which  the  section  was  an  amend- 
ment should  apply  to  the  widows,  children,  moth- 
ers, and  sisters  of  chaplains  of  the  land  forces 
who  had  died  since  the  fourth  day  of  March,  1861, 
or  should  die  of  wounds  or  disease  contracted  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  while  such 
chaplains  were  in  the  line  of  their  duty. 

The  bill  was  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth,  Mr.  Wilson, 
from  the  Military  Committee,  reported  back  the 
bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was  passed  with- 
out a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foster,  a  message  was  sent 
to  the  House,  requesting  the  return  of  the  bill, 
and  it  was  returned.  The  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Foster,  reconsidered  the  vote  passing  the 
bill.  Mr.  Foster  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding 
after  the  word  *^  that,"  in  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  **  the  rank  of  chaplain  in  the  regular  and  vol- 
unteer service  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  re- 
cognized. Chaplains  shall  be  borne  on  the  field 
and  staff-rolls  next  after  the  surgeon,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as 
other  officers  of  the  army.  They  shall  be  en- 
titled to  draw  forage  for  two  horses,  and  to  quar- 
ters and  fuel,  subject  to  the  same  conditions  and 
limitations  as  are  now  by  law  provided  in  the 
case  of  surgeons.  When  absent  from  duty  with 
leave,  or  on  account  of  sickness  or  other  disabil- 
ity, or  when  held  by  the  enemy  as  prisoners,  they 
shall  be  subject  to  no  other  diminution  or  loss  of 
pay  and  allowances  than  other  officers  in  the  mil- 
itary service  are  under  like  circumstances."  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  add- 
ing, ^*  and  chaplains  who  have  been  absent  from 
duty  by  reason  of  wounds  or  sickness,  or  when 
held  by  the  enemy  as  prisoners,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  full  pay,  without  rations,  during  such 
absence;"  and  it  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Foster 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding,  as  section 
two,  **  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  chaplains  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  to  make 
monthly  reports  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the 
moral  condition  of  the  regiments,  hospitals,  or 
posts  to  which  they  may  be  attached ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  all  commanders  of  regiments, 
hospitals,  and  posts  to  render  such  facilities  as 
will  aid  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  to 
them  by  the  Government ;"  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  further  to  amend  it  by  add- 
ing, as  a  new  section,  **  that  all  chaplains  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  shall  hold 
appropriate  religious  services  at  the  burial  of  sol- 
diers who  xnay  die  in  the  command  to  which  they 
are  assigned  to  duty,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty 
to  hold  public  religious  services  at  least  once  each 
Sabbath;"  and  the  amendment  was  adopted. 
The  bill  was  passed  without  a  division. 

The  House,  on  the  twenty-ninth,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Schenck,  disagreed  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate,  asked  a  committee  of  conference,  and  the 
Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Garfield,  Mr.  Odell^  and 


Mr.    Smithers    managers  on   the    part  of 
House. 

The  Senate,  on  the  thirty-first,  insisted  on 
amendmentH,  agreed  to  a  committee  of  con 
ence,  and  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Foster, : 
Mr.  Riddle,  of  Delaware,  conferees. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixth  of  April,  Mr.  A 
son,  from   the  committee,  reported  *Uhat 
House  of  Representatives  recede  from  their 
agreement  to  the  first  amendment  of  the  Sen; 
and  agree  to  the  same,  with  the  following  am€ 
ments,  to  wit,  first,  after  the  word  *chaph 
in  the  first  line  of  said  amendment,  insert 
words  ^without  command;'   second,    after 
word   *  surgeons,'   in  the  fourth    line  of    s 
amendment,  insert  the  words  *and  shall  w 
such  uniform  as  is  or  may  be  prescribed  by 
army  regulations,'  and  that  the  Senate  agree 
the  said  amendments. 

*^  That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  fi 
their  disagreement  to  the  third  section  of 
amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  si 
with  the  following  amendments,  to  wit,  fi 
after  the  words  ^Adjutant-General,'  ii^  the  foi 
line  of  said  section,  insert  the  words  *  of  the  ai 
through  the  usual  military  channels;'  sccc 
after  the  word  *  condition,'  in  the  fourth  line 
said  section,  insert  the  words  *  and  general 
tory,'  and  that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  g 
amendments. 

**  That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  fi 
their  disagreement  to  the  fourth  section  of 
amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  si 
with  the  following  amendment,  to  wit,  adii 
the  end  of  said  section  the  words  *  when  prs 
cable,'  and  that  the  Senate  agree  to  said  ame 
ment"  The  report  was  adopted.  The  He 
agreed  to  the  report  made  on  the  Same  day  by 
Garfield.  So  the  bill  passed,  and  was  appro 
by  the  President  on  the  ninth  of  April,  18G4 

No.  LXIV.--7%«  Bill  to  inerefm  the  Ranl\  I 
and  Emoluments  of  the  FrovoH- Marshal  ( 
eral,  ' 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  li 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
fairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  *^  an  act  for  em 
ing  and  calling  out  the  national  forces,"  so  a 
increase  the  rank,  pay,  tind  emoluments  of 
Provost-Marshal  General.  On  motion  of  Mi 
W.  Kellogg,  of  Michigan,  the  previous  ques 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  ordered,  and  it 
passed — ^yeas,  sixty-eight ;  nays,  twenty-six. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-third,  Mr.  L 
of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
fairs,  to  which  it  was  referred,  reported  it  I 
without  amendment  On  the  eighteenth  of  A; 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  the  Senate  proceede< 
its  consideration.  The  Senate,  on  the  ninetee 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  i 
debate,  in  which  Mr.  Lane,  Mr.  Fessenden, 
Grimes,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Harris,  and  Mr.  Sa 
bury  participated,  it  was  passed — ^yeas,  thi 
one ;  nays,  seven.  -  It  was  approved  by  the  j 
sident  on  the  twenty^first  of  April,  1864 
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No.  LXV. — 7^  Joint  Eesdutian  to  print  the 
Official  Reports  of  the  Armies  of  the  United 
States. 

Tn  the  Senate^  on  the  twenty- sixth  of  January, 
18&4,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a 
resolation  to  provide  for  the  printing  of  the  official 
reports  of  the  operations  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  read  twice  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On 
the  twenty-fleventh,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back 
without  amendment  The  Senate,  on  the  twen- 
ty-first of  April,  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 
The  resolution  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  transmit,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Printing,  copies  of  all  offi- 
cial reports,  and  of  all  telegrams  and  despatches, 
not  theretofore  published  by  order  of  either  House 
of  Congress,  relating  to  the  movements,  engage- 
1llenti^  and  operations  generallv,  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  which  in  his  judgment  the 
public  interests  might  not  require  to  be  kept  se- 
cret, commencing  with  the  iirst  of  December, 
1860 ;  all  such  reports,  telegrams,  and  despatches 
were  to  be  arranged  in  chronological  order,  with 
t  caption  or  title  prefixed  to  each  separate  en- 
gagement, movement,  or  operation.  It  was  to 
be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
PHnting  to  print  the  usual  number  (one  thou- 
suid  five  hundred  and  fifty)  of  such  reports,  tel- 
egrams., and  despatches  for  the  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, and  five  hundred  copies  for  the  War  De- 
partment. The  resolution  passed  without  a  di- 
vision. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twelfth,  Mr.  R.  M.  Clark, 
of  New- York,  moved  to  amend  the  joint  resolu- 
tion so  that  it  would  provide  that  the  Secretary 
of  War  be  directed  to  furnish  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Pablic  Printing  with  copies  of  all  such  cor- 
refpondence,  by  telegraph  or  otherwise,  reports 
of  coronianding  officers,  and  documents  of  every 
description,  in  relation  to  the  rebellion,  to  be 
found  in  the  archives  of  his  department  since  the 
first  day  of  December,  1860,  to  that  time  and  dur^ 
ing  the  continuance  of  the  rebellion,  which  might 
be,  in  his  opinion,  proper  to  be  published ;  which 
said    correspondence,   reports,   and    documents 
i^KHild  be  arranged  in  their  proper  chronological 
order ;  that  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Print- 
ing should  cause  to  be  printed  and  bound,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  usual  number,  ten  thousand  copies 
of  sQch  oorrespondence,  reports,  and  documents 
in  volumes  of  not  exceeding,  as  near  as  might  be, 
eight  hundred  octavo  pages  each,  which  should 
be  distributed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  as 
follows :  five  hundred  copies  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment, one  complete  copy  to  each  State  library  of 
every  State  in  the  Union,  and  five  complete  copies 
to  public  libraries  in  each  congressional  district 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  designated  by  the  re- 
pmientattves  of  that  Congress  from  such  districts ; 
And  of  the  remaining  copies  three  thousand  should 
bft  for  the  use  of  members  of  that  Senate,  and  six 
thou^umd  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Repreeentativefl ;  that  it  should  bo  the  duty  of 
the  Seeratary  of  War  to  cause  a  complete  index  I 


to  the  matter  contained  in  such  volume  to  be  pre- 
pared and  inserted  therein ;  and  that  all  resolu- 
tions^ adopted  by  either  House  of  Congress  at 
that  session  directing  the  printing  of  a/iy  of  the 
correspondence,  reports,  or  documents,  as  con- 
templated, be  rescinded. 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  resolution 
as  amended  passed  without  a  division.  The  Sen- 
ate, on  the  sixteenth,  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House,  and  it  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  nineteenth  of  May,  1864. 

No.  LXVL — The  Army  Appropriation  Bill  for 
1864. 

The  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  twenty- 
first  of  March,  1864,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens, 
of  Pennsylvania,  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  army  appropriation  bill,  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Mr.  Harding,  of 
Kentucky,  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  a  pro- 
viso, ^Hhat  no  part  of  the  money  hereby  ap- 
propriated should  be  applied  or  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising,  arming,  equipping,  or  paying 
n^ro  soldiers;"  but  it  was  rejected  —  yeas, 
eighteen ;  nays,  eighty-one.  The  bill  was  then 
passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  Senate,  the  bill  was  taken  up  on  the 
twenty-second  of  April,  and  several  amendments 
reported  by  Mr.  Fessenden  from  the  Committee 
on  Finance  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
the  bill  was  amended,  so  as  to  provide  that  offi- 
cers employing  soldiers  or  servants  should  re- 
ceive no  pay  or  allowances  for  servants,  but 
should  be  subject  to  deductions  from  their  pay, 
of  the  pay  and  allowances  of  the  soldiers  em- 
ployed as  servants.  Mr.  Wilson  then  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  five  new  sections, 
providing  that  enlistments  thereafter  made  in 
the  regular  army  during  the  continuance  of  the 
rebellion  might  be  for  three  years.  That  all  per- 
sons of  color  who  had  been  or  might  be  mustered 
into  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
should  receive  the  same  uniform,  clothing,  arms, 
equipments,  camp  equipage,  rations,  medical  and 
hospital  attendance,  .pay,  and  emoluments  other 
than  bounty,  as  other  soldiers  of  the  regular  or 
volunteer  forces  of  like  arm  of  the  service,  from 
the  first  day  of  January,  1864 ;  and  that  every 
person  of  color  who  should  thereafter  be  muster- 
ed into  the  service  should  receive  such  sums  in 
bounty  as  the  President  should  order  in  the 
different  States  and  parts  of  the  United  States, 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  '  dollars.  That  all 
persons  enlisted  and  mustered  into  the  service 
as  volunteers  under  the  call  dated  October  seven- 
teenth, 1868,  for  three  hundred  thousand  volun- 
teers, who  were  at  the  time  of  enlistment  ac- 
tually enrolled  and  subject  to  draft  in  the  State 
in  which  they  volunteered,  should  receive  ^m 
the  United  States  the  same  amount  of  bounty, 
without  regard  to  color.  That  all  persons  of 
color  who  had  been  enlisted  and  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  should  be  en- 
titled to  receive  the  pay  and  clothing  allowed  by 
law  to  other  volunteers  in  the  service,  from  the 
date  of  their  muster  into  the  service  :  Provided, 
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that  the  same  should  have  been  pledged  or  pro- 
mised to  them  by  any  ofl9cer  or  person  who,  in 
making  such  pledge  or  promise,  acted  by  author- 
ity of  the  War  Department.  That  the  same  pre- 
mium should  be  allowed  for  each  colored  recruit 
then  mustered  or  thereafter  to  be  mustered  into 
the  service  as  should  be  allowed  by  law  for  white 
recruits.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to — ^yeas, 
thirty-tw9;  nays,  five. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  so  that  all  n^roes  in  the  military  service 
should  be  discharged  when  the  rebellion  should 
be  suppressed — ^yeas,  ten  ;  nays,  twenty-seven ; 
so  it  was  rdected.  Other  amendments  were 
offered  by  Mr.  Davis,  but  they  were  rejected. 
Mr.  Hendricks,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  as  a 
new  section,  that  the  pay  of  the  soldiers  and 
non-commissioned  officers  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States  should  thereafter  be  fifty  per  cent 
greater  than  was  then  alfowcd  by  law.  Mr.  Car- 
lisle moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  adding 
as  a  proviso,  that  the  pay  of  the  non-commission- 
ed officers  should  not  exceed  twenty-two  dollars 
per  month,  and  Mr.  Hendricks  accepted  it  After 
debate,  the  amendment  was  rejected — ^yeas,  six ; 
nays,  thirty.  The  bill  as  amended  was  then 
passed^ — ^yeas,  thirty -six;  nays,  one. 

In  the  House,  on  the  thirtieth  of  April,  Mr. 
Stevens  reported  back,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  the  Senate  amendments.  Mr. 
Ilolman,  of  Indiana,  opposed  the  amendment 
equalizing  the  pay  of  soldiers,  and  moved  to 
strike  out  of  the  section,  putting  colored  soldiers 
on  an  equality  with  other  soldiers,  the  word 
**  pay ;"  but  the  motion  failed — ^yeas,  fifly-two ; 
nays,  eighty-four.  Mr.  Schenck,  of  OhiOj  moved 
to  amend  the  Senate  amendment ;  but  the  motion 
was  lost — yeas,  fifly-eight ;  nays,  sixty-five.  He 
then  moved  to  amend  so  much  of  the  Senate 
amendment  as  gave  to  colored  volunteers,  under 
the  call  of  October  seventeenth,  1863,  the  same 
bounties  as  were  given  to  white  soldiers,  so  that 
the  bounty  should  not  exceed  one  hundred  dol- 
lars— ^yeas,  seventy-eight;  nays,  fifty-one.  Mr. 
Stevens  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion of  the  Senate  amendment,  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War,  on  proof,  to  allow  full  pay  to 
volunteers  who  were  promised  it  when  enlisted, 
and  to  insert  a  provision  that  all  free  persons  of 
color  should  receive  the  same  pay  as  other  sol- 
diers— yeas,  seventy-three ;  nays,  fifty-four. 

The  Senate,  on  the  third*  of  May,  voted  to  dis- 
agree to  the  House  amendments  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  and  asked  a  committee  of 
conference.  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr.  Wilson,  and 
Mr.  Henderson  were  appointed  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate.  The  House  insisted  on  its 
amendments,  agreed  to  the  conference,  and  the 
Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Schenck, 
and  Mr.  Morrison,  of  Illinois,  managers.  The 
committee  reported  that  they  were  unable  to 
agree ;  and  a  new  conference  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Oollamer,  Mr.  Nesmith,  and  Mr. 
Grimes,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  Mor- 
rill, of  Vermont,  Mr.  Farnsworth,  of  Illinois,  and 
Mr.  Griswold,  of  New- York,  were  appointed.   On  i 


the  twenty-flflh,  Mr.  Morrill,  from  the  conferen 
committee,  made  a  report,  which  was  disagre 
to — ^yeas,  twenty-five;  nays,  one  hundred  ai 
twenty-one. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  the  House  furth 
insisted,  asked  a  further  conference,  and  Aj 
Steven^  Mr.  Pendleton,  and  Mr.  Thomas  ' 
Davis,  of  New- York,  were  appointed  managex 
The  Senate,  on  the  twenty-seventh,  agreed 
another  committee,  and  Mr.  Howe,  of  Wisconsi 
Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine,  and  Mr.  Buckalew,  of  Pen 
sylvania,  were  appointed  managers.  On  the  ten 
of  June,  Mr.  Howe  reported :  "  That  the  House  i 
cede  Orom  their  disagreement  to  the  eighth  amen 
ment  of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same  wi 
an  amendment  as  follows,  and  the  Senate  agr* 
to  the  same:  strike  out  all  after  the  enactii 
clause,  (being  section  four,)  and  insert  in  li< 
thereof  the  following :  *  That  all  persons  of  col 
who  were  free  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  Apr 
1861,  and  who  have  been  enlisted  and  musten 
into  the  military  service  of  the  United  State 
should,  from  the  time  of  their  enlistment^  be  ei 
titled  to  receive  the  pay,  bounty,  and  cloth ii 
allowed  to  such  persons  by  the  laws  existing 
the  time  of  t^eir  enlistment  And  the  Attome; 
General  of  the  United  States  id  hereby  autho 
ized  to  determine  any  question  of  law  arisii 
under  this  provision.' "  After  debate,  in  whU 
Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Sumner,  Mr.  Conness,  Mr.  Joh 
son,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Fessenden  parti cipatet 
the  report  was  agreed  to  on  the  eleventh. 

The  House  accepted  the  report  on  the  thi 
teenth  —  yeas,  seventy-one;  nays,  fifty-eigh 
By  this  legislation,  colored  troops  were  plac< 
on  the  same  footing  as  white  troops.  From  tl 
first  of  January,  1864,  colored  volunteers  in  tl 
loyal  States,  under  tlie  call  of  the  seventeen t 
of  October,  1863,  were  allowed  the  same  bount 
as  white  volunteers  ;  and  all  colored  soldiei 
free  on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1861,  were  to  r 
ceive  full  pay;  and  the  Attorney-General  wt 
authorized  to  decide  whether  colored  men  n< 
free  on  the  nineteenth  of  April  were  entitled  t 
the  same  pay  as  white  soldiers.  The  bill  wj 
approved  on  the  fifteenth  of  June,  1864. 

No.  LXVIL— 2%^  Bill  to  increase  ihe  Pay  <; 
Soldiers  in  the  United  States  Army^  and  ft 
other  purposes. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  Decembei 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduce 
a  bill  to  increase  the  bounty  to  volunteers  an 
the  pay  of  the  army,  which  was  referred  to  tt 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  reportc 
back  by  Mr.  Wilson  on  the  sixteenth,  wit 
amendments.  The  bill  provided  that  thei 
should  be  paid  to  such  persons  as  had  en  lis 
ed  under  the  proclamation  of  the  seventeen! 
of  October,  1863,  calling  for  three  hundred  thoi 
sand  volunteers,  and  to  such  persons  as  migl 
thereafter  enlist  for  the  term  of  three  years,  tli 
following  bounties,  namely,  to  veterans,  foi 
hundred  dollars  ;  to  all  other  persons,  thr< 
hundred  dollars.  That  the  Secretary  of  \Vi 
be  authorized  to  pay  a  premium  not  excecdii] 
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fifteen  dollars  for  the  enlistment  of  a  veteran 
rclanteer,  and  ten  dollars  for  the  enlistment  of 
anr  other  volunteer.  That  twenty  millions  of 
dollars  be  appropriated  in  payment  of  the  boun- 
ties.  That  from  the  first  day  of  JanuaYy,  1864, 
the  pay  per  month  of  non-commissioned  officers 
ind  privates  in  the  regular  army  and  volunteer 
forces  should  be  as  follows,  namely,  sergeant- 
majors  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  twenty- 
three  dollars ;  quartermaster-sergeants  of  cavalry 
ind  artillery,  twenty-three  dollars ;  of  infantry, 
twenty  dollars ;  first  sergeants  of  cavalry,  artil- 
lery, and  infantry,  twenty-three  dollars ;  ser- 
geants of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  nine- 
teen dollars ;  sergeants  of  ordnance,  sappers  and 
miners  and  pontoniers,  thirty -four  dollars  ;  cor- 
porals of  ordnance,  sappers  and  miners,  and  pon- 
toniers, twenty  dollars;  privates,  first  class,  eigh- 
tren  dollars ;  second  dass,  sixteen  dollars ;  corpo- 
rals of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  seventeen 
dollars;  chief  buglers  of  cavalry,  twenty-three 
dollars;  buglers,  fifteen  dollars;  farners,  and 
blacksmiths  of  cavalry,  and  artificers  of  artil- 
lery, eighteen  dollars ;  privates  of  cavalry,  artil- 
lery, and  infantry,  sixteen  dollars ;  principal  mu- 
sichns  of  artillery  and  infantry,  twenty-two  dol- 
Urs;  musicians  of  artillery  and  infantry,  and  musi- 
oaiLS  of  sappers  and  miners  and  pontoniers,  four- 
teen dollars.  That  all  enlisted  persons  of  African 
descent  should  have  the  same  uniform,  clothing, 
arms,  equipments,  camp  equipage,  rations,  medi- 
cal and  hospital  attendance,  and  pay,  as  soldiers 
of  the  n^ular  or  volunteer  forces  of  the  United 
States,  of  like  arm  of  the  service.  That  when- 
ever the  President  should  call  upon  the  several 
States  for  men,  the  quota  of  each  ward  of  a  city, 
trjwn,  or  township,  or  of  a  county,  where  the 
county  was  not  divided  into  wards,  towns,  or 
townships,  should  be,  as  nearly  as  possible,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  men  therein  liable 
to  render  military  service,  taking  into  account 
the  number  which  had  been  previously  furnish- 
etl,  and  the  number  of  men  that  had  entered  or 
might  enter  the  naval  service.  That  chaplains, 
when  absent- from  duty  by  reason  of  wounds  or 
sickness,  should  be  allowed  full  pay  without 
rations,  and  half  pay  with  rations  during  ah* 
sence  on  leave  occasioned  by  other  causes ;  and 
chaplains  who  had  been  absent  from  duty  by 
reason  of  wounds  or  sickness  should  be  entitled 
to  receive  full  pay  without  rations. 

<>o  the  twenty-first  of  December,  the  bill  was 
taktjn  up,  debated  by  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  "Wilson, 
Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr. 
Uowe,  Mr.  Hendricks,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr. 
ColUmer,  Mr.  Cowan,  Mr.  Hicks,  and  Mr.  Howard, 
Uid  slightly  amended.  On  the  ninth  of  February, 
it  was  again  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
ton, laid  on  the  table,  and  not  again  called  up. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  January,  1864, 
Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  promote  enlist- 
ttmts  into  the  army,  and  for  other  purposes, 
vtiicb  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  eighteenth, 
Mr  Wilson  reported  it  back  with  amendments. 
The  Senate,  on  the  twenty-first,  proceeded  to  its 
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consideration.  It  consisted  of  seven  sections, 
and  provided :  That  enlistments  thereafter  made  in 
the  regular  army  should  be  for  the  term  of  three 
years.  That  all  persons  of  Afi-ican  descent  whc 
had  been  or  might  be  mustered  into  the  military 
service,  should  receive  the  same  uniform,  cloth- 
ing, rations,  medical  and  hospital  attendance, 
pay  and  emoluments,  as  other  soldiers  of  the  re- 
gular or  volunteer  forces ;  and  that  every  such 
person  thereafter  mustered  into  service  should  re- 
ceive two  months'  pay  in  advance.  That,  when  any 
man  of  African  descent  owing  service  or  labor  in 
any  State  under  its  laws,  should  be  mustered 
into  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  he,  and  his  mother,  wife,  and  children, 
should  be  for  ever^free.  Full  pay,  without  rations, 
to  chaplains  theretofore  or  thereafter  absent  by 
reason  of  wounds  or  sickness ;  half  pay,  with  ra- 
tions, during  absence  on  leave  occasioned  by 
other  causes.  The  amendments,  which  were  re- 
ported by  the  Committee,  were  concurred  in. 

On  the  twenty-seventh,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Grimes,  it  was  amended  by  striking  out  the 
words,  "  two  months*  pay  in  advance,**  to  colored 
volunteers,  and  inserting  the  words,  "  such  sums 
in  bounty  as  the  President  shall^order  in  different 
States  and  parts  of  the  United  States,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.** 

On  the  third  of  February,  Mr.  Wilson,  froui 
the  Military  Committee,  reported  a  joint  resolution 
to  equalize  the  pay  of  soldiers.  It  provided  that 
all  persons  of  color  who  had  been  or  who  might 
be  mustered  into  the  military  service,  should  re- 
ceive the  same  pay  and  emoluments,  other  than 
bounty,  as  other  soldiers ;  and  that  every  person 
of  color  who  should  thereafter  be  mustered  into 
the  service,  should  receive  such  sums  in  bounty 
as  the  President  should  order,  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars.  On  the  fourth,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  th^  joint  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  debated  on  that  day,  the  tenth, 
the  thirteenth,  the  sixteenth,  the  twenty -third, 
and  the  twenty-ninth,  by  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  Mr. 
Conness,  Mr.  Pomeroy,  Mr.  Doolittle,  Mr.  Sumner, 
Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Johnson, 
Mr.  GrimesL  Mr.  Cowan,  Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Sher- 
man, Mr.  Salisbury,  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Foot,  Mr. 
Clark,  Mr.  Wilkinson,  and  Mr.  Howard.  Sever- 
al amendments  were  moved,  discussed,  and  acted 
upon,  and  the  joint  resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Grimes,  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  second  of  March,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  a  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers, in  lieu  of  the  joint  resolution  recommitted 
to  the  Committee.  It  provided  :  That  all  persons 
of  color  who  had  been  or  might  be  mustered  into 
the  military  service,  should  receive  the  same  uni- 
fonn,  clothing,  rations,  medical  and  hospital  at- 
tendance, pay  and  emoluments,  other  than  boun- 
ty, as  other  soldiers  of  the  regular  or  volunteer 
forces,  from  the  first  day  of  January,  1864 ;  and 
that  every  person  of  color  who  should  thereafter 
be  mustered  into  the  service,  should  receive  such 
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sams  in  bounty  as  the  President  should  order  in, 
the  different  States  and  parts  of  the  United 
States,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars.  That 
all  persons  enlisted  and  mustered  into  service  as 
volunteers,  under  the  call  dated  October  seven- 
teen tli,  1863,  for  three  hundred  thousand  volun- 
teers, who  were  at  the  time  of  enlistment  actually 
enrolled  and  subject  to  draft  in  the  State  in  which 
they  volunteered,  should  receive  from  the  United 
States  the  same  bounty,  without  regard  to  color. 
That  all  persons  of  color  who  had  been  enlisted 
and  mustered  into  the  service,  should  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  pay  and  clothing  allowed  by  law  to 
other  volunteers  in  the  service,  from  the  date  of 
their  muster  into  the  service:  ProvidedyThtut  the 
same  should  have  been  pledged  or  promised  to 
them  by  any  ofiQcer  or  person,  who,  in  making 
such  pledge  or  promise,  acted  by  authority  of  the 
War  Department 

The  Senate,  on  the  seventh,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill.  On  the  eighth,  the  Senate  resumed  its  con- 
sideration, and  Mr.  Davis  moved  that  the  loyal 
owners  of  slaves  taken  into  the  service  should 
be  paid  their  fair  value,  which  should  be  deter- 
mined by  a  commissioner  appointed  by  the  dis- 
trict court  On  the  ninth,  Mr.  Davis  spoke  at 
great  length  in  favor  of  his  amendment,  and 
against  the  policy  of  the  measure ;  and  on  the 
tenth,  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
it  was  rejected — ^yeas,  six  ;  nays,  thirty-one.  The 
bill  was  then  passed — ^ycas,  thirty-one;  nays, 
six. 

On  the  twelfth  of  April,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced 
a  bill  concerning  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the 
army.  It  provided :  That  the  army  rations  should 
thereafter  be  the  same  as  provided  by  law  and  re- 
gulations on  the  first  day  of  July,  1861,  except- 
ing the  ration  of  pepper.  That  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war  there  should  be  added  to  the 
pay  of  all  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates  of  the  army,  a  sum  equivalent  to 
the  reduction  of  the  ration,  which  sum  was  de- 
termined and  declared  to  be  two  dollars  per 
month.  The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  the  twenty-second  of  April,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  army  appropriation  bill  was 
amended  by  adding  as  an  amendment  the  bill 
whicli  passed  the  Senate  on  the  tenth  of  March, 
to  equalize  the  pay  of  soldiers. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  April, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, to  which  the  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers had  been  referred,  reported  it  back  with 
amendments.  The  bill  and  amendments  were 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  recommitted  with 
leave  to  report  at  any  time.  On  the  third  of 
May,  Mr.  Schenck  reported  it  back  with  an 
amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute.  The 
substitute  provided :  That  after  the  first  day  of 
May,  1864,  the  pay  of  soldiers  should  be  sixteen 
dollars  per  month.  That  the  army  rations  should 
be  the  same  as  provided  by  law  and  regulation  on 
the  first  day  of  July,  1861.  That  so  much  of  the 
act  to  authorize  the  employment  of  volunteers  as 


provided  that  each  company  ofBoer  should  fur* 
nish  his  own  horse,  and  should  receive  forty 
cents  per  day  for  use  and  risk,  should  be  repealed. 
That  the  pay  of  clerks  of  paymasters  in  the 
army  should  be  one  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum.  That  the  act  of  the  third  of 
March,  1863,  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  na- 
tional forces  should  be  so  amended  that  an  ofScer 
might  have  leave  of  absence,  without  deduction 
from  his  pay,  for  other  causes  than  for  sickness 
or  for  wounds.  The  substitute  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  passed — ^yeas,  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-five ;  nays,  none. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eleventh,  Mr.  Wilson, 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  which 
had  been  referred  the  House  amendments,  re- 
ported them  back  with  amendments ;  and  the 
Senate,  on  the  sixteenth,  proceeded  to  their  con- 
sideration. The  first  amendment  of  the  Military 
Committee  of  the  Senate  proposed  to  strike  out 
the  first  section  of  the  House  amendment,  and 
insert :  **  That  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  May, 
1864,  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
rebellion,  the  pay  per  month  of  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  in  the  regular  army,  and 
volunteer  and  drafted  forces  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  as  follows,  namely,  ser- 
geant-majors, twenty-six  dollars;  quartermaster- 
sergeants  of  cavalry  and  artillery,  twenty-three 
dollars ;  of  infantry,  twenty  dollars ;  first  ser- 
geants of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantrv,  twenty- 
four  dollars ;  sergeants  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and 
infantry,  twenty  dollars ;  sergeants  of  ordnance 
sappers  and  miners  and  pontoniers,  thirty-four 
dollars ;  corporals  of  ordnance,  sappers  and  min- 
ers, and  pontoniers,  twenty  dollars;  privates, 
first  class  of  the  same  corps,  eighteen  dollars ;  pri- 
vates, second  class  of  the  same  corps,  sixteen  dol- 
lars ;  corporals  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry, 
eighteen  dollars ;  chief  buglers  of  cavalry,  twenty- 
three  dollars ;  buglers,  sixteen  dollars ;  farriers 
and  blacksmiths  of  cavalry  and  artificers  of  ar- 
tillery, eighteen  dollars ;  privates  of  cavalry,  ar- 
tillery, and  infantry,  sixteen  dollars;  principal 
musicians  of  artillery  and  infantry,  twenty-two 
dollars ;  musicians  of  artillery  and  infantry,  and 
musicians  of  sappers  and  miners  and  pontoniers, 
sixteen  dollars;  hospital  stewards  of  the  first 
class,  thirty-three  dollars ;  hospital  stewards  of 
the  second  class,  twenty-five  dollars;  hospital 
stewards  of  the  third  class,  twenty-three  dollars. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  a  di- 


vision. 


The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  as  new  sec- 
tions three,  four,  five,  and  six,  after  the  second 
section  of  the  House  amendments :  "  That  here- 
after rations  shall  not  bo  issued  to  soldiers  sick 
in  hospital,  but  commutation  of  rations  shall  be 
allowed  and  paid  into  the  hospital  fund,  at  the 
rate  now  established  by  law,  for  each  soldier  re- 
ported by  the  surgeon  in  charge  as  sick  in  hos- 
pital ;  and  the  receipt  of  the  surgeon  in  charge 
shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  paymaster, 
or  other  disbursing  officer,  who  may  be  charged 
with  the  payment  of  such  commutation :  Provided, 
That  the  hospital  fund  shall  be  devoted  solely  to 
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the  diet  and  maintenance  of  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed soldiers  in  such  hospital.  And  provided 
fnrtlur^  that  the  Surgeon-General  shall,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  establish  re- 
flations for  the  accountability  of  medical  ofB- 
ctrrs  having  charge  of  the  hospital  fund.  And 
any  officer  who  shall  appropriate  to  his  own  use, 
or  hliall  misapply,  any  portion  of  a  hospital  fund, 
or  who  shall  make  any  false  report  of  the  num- 
ber of  soldiers  sick  in  hospital,  shall,  on  convic- 
tion, he  punished  as  a  court-martial  or  military 
commission  may  direct  That  all  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates  in  the  regular  army, 
strring  under  enlistments  made  prior  to  July 
twenty-second,  1861,  shall  have  the  privilege  of 
reen lifting  for  the  term  of  three  years  in  their 
respective  organizations,  until  the  first  day  of 
August  next ;  and  all  such  non-commissioned  of- 
fictrrs  and  privates  so  refinlisting  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  bounties  mentioned  in  the  joint  resolution 
of  Congress  approved  January  thirteenth,  1864. 
That  section  thirty -five  of  thfe  "  Act  for  enrolling 
&n<l  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other 
purposes,  approved  March  third,  1868,  shall 
Dvt  be  construed  to  apply  to  enlisted  men  em- 
ployed as  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  military 
niSces  in  Washington,  and  at  the  several  geo- 
irraphical,  division,  and  department  headquarters. 
Tuat  there  be  added  to  the  battalion  of  engineers 
one  sergeant-major  and  one  quartermaster-ser- 
gv&nt,  who  shall  also  be  commissary-sergeant, 
and  each  shall  have  the  pay  of  a  sergeant  of  en- 
gineers.'* This  amendment  was  agreed  to  with- 
out a  division. 

The  Committee  reported  as  an  amendment,  to 
add  as  new  sections  seven,  eight,  and  nine :  That 
there  should  be  attached  to,  and  made  a  part  of, 
the  War  Department,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  present  rebellion,  a  bureau  to  be  known  as 
the  Bureau  of  Military  Justice,  to  which  should 
be  returned  for  revision  the  records  and  proceed- 
ings of  all  the  courts-martial,  courts  of  inquiry, 
and  military  commissions  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  which  a  record  should  be 
kept  of  all  proceedings  had  thereupon.    That  the 
Frx^iident  should  appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice 
an<I  consent*  of  the  Senate,  as  the  head  of  said 
b'jreau,  a  jadge-advocate  general,  with  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  brigadjer-general,  and 
rnc  assistant  judge-advocate  general,  with  the 
rtnk,  pAj,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  caval- 
ry.    And  the  judge-advocate  and  his  assistant 
should  receive,  revise,  and  have  recorded  the  pro- 
<'^:e<lings  of  the  courts-martial,  court^  of  inquiry, 
and  military  commissions  of  the  armies  of  the 
I*niteil  States,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as 
Ud  before  been  performed  by  the  Judge- Advo- 
cate General  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 
Ibat  the  Secretary  of  War  should  have  power  to 
tp{>oint    for  said  bureau  one  fourth  class,  one 
third  class,  one  second  class,  and  two  first  class 
f'erkfc.     The  amendment  was  agreed  to — ^yeas, 
twerjty-three ;  nays,  eleven.  The  bill  was  further 
uiiended  by  adding:  *^That  in  all  cases  where  the 
O'Vtmment  shall  furnish  transportation  and  sub- 
iifttenc€  to  discharged  officers  and  soldiers  from 


the  place  of  their  discharge  to  the  place  of  their 
enrolment  or  original  muster  into  the  service, 
they  shall  not  be  entitled  to  travel,  pay,  or  com- 
mutation of  subsistence." 

On  the  seventeenth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes, 
the  section  providing  for  the  appointment  of  an 
assistant  judge-advocate  general,  with  the  rank 
of  colonel,  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  word 
"colonel,"  and  inserting  "major,"  which  was 
agreed  to  —  yeas,  twenty- two  ;  nays,  twelve. 
Mr.  Powell  moved  that  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  May,  1864,  the  army  should  be  paid  in 
gold,  or  if  paid  in  paper,  it  should  be  paid  an 
amount  equal  to  gold  at  the  time  of  payment — 
yeas,  six;  nays,  twenty-three.  So  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected.  It  was  then  moved  by  Mr. 
Powell  to  add  to  the  first  section  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Military  Committee,  increasing  the 
pay  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  a 
proviso  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  should  not 
apply  to  colored  soldiers;  but  the  motion  was 
lost — yeas,  five ;  nays,  twenty-six. 

The  House  disagreed  to  the  Scnjite  amendments, 
asked  a  committee  of  conference,  and  the  Speaker 
appointed  Mr.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  F.  W.  Kel- 
logg, of  Michigan,  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Rollins,  of  Mis- 
souri, managers  on  the  part  of  the  House.  The 
Senate  insisted  on  its  amendments  to  the  amend- 
ment^ of  the  House  to  the  original  bill,  and  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Grimes,  and  Mr.  Nesmith  were  ap- 
pointed managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence, reported  that  the  House  agree  to  the  first 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  increasing  the  pay  of 
the  army,  with  some  slight  amendments ;  that 
the  Senate  recede  from  its  amendment  concern- 
ing rations  issued  to  soldiers  sick  in  hospital ; 
that  the  House  agree  to  the  third  amendment  of 
the  Senate ;  that  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  regular  army,  serving  under  en- 
listments previous  to  the  twenty-second  of  July, 
1861,  should  have  the  privilege  of  rednlisting  and 
receiving  the  veteran  bounties ;  that  the  Senate 
recede  from  its  fourth  amendment,  providing 
that  the  thirty-fifth  section  of  the  act  for  the  en- 
rolling and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  ap- 
proved March  tliird,  1863,  should  not  apply  to 
enlisted  men  employed  as  clerks  and  messen- 
gers in  the  military  offices  in  Washington  ;  that 
in  the  second  line  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  Sen- 
ate amendment,  strike  out  all  of  said  section 
after  the  words  "sergeant-major,"  and  insert,  in 
lieu  thereof,  "who  shall  be  paid  thirty-six  dollars 
per  month,  and  one  quartermaster-sergeant,  who 
shall  also  be  commissary-sergeant,  who  shall  be 
paid  twenty-two  dollars  per  month."  And  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  do  agree  to  said 
amendment  of  the  Senate  as  amended.  That 
the  House  of  Representatives  do  agree  to  the 
sixth  Senate  amendment,  to  wit,  the  insertion 
of  section  seven.  Strike  out  the  fourth,  fifth, 
and  all  of  the  sixth  line  down  to  the  word 
"  and "  in  the  seventh  Senate  amendment,  and 
insert  the  following  in  lieu  thereof,  "  The  rank, 
pay,  and  allowances  of  a  brigadier-general,  and 
an  assistant  judge-advocate  general,   with  the 
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rank,  pay,  and  allowances  of  a  colonel  of  cav- 
alry. After  the  word  **  advocate,"  in  the  sev- 
enth line  of  said  seventh  Senate  amendment, 
.  insert  the  word  "  general ;"  and  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  do  agree  to  said  Senate  amend- 
ment as  amended.  That  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives do  agree  to  the  eighth  Senate  amendment, 
to  wit,  the  insertion  of  section  nine.  That  the 
House  of  Representatives  do  agree  to  the  ninth 
Senate  amendment,  to  wit,  the  insertion  of  sec- 
tion ten.  That  the  House  of  Representatives 
agree  to  the  tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  of 
the  Senate  amendments.  The  report  of  the  con- 
ference committee  was  accepted  in  both  Houses, 
and  the  bill  was  approved  by  the  President  June 
twentieths  1864. 

No.  LXVllL— The  Bill  to  provide  for  the  Ex- 
amination of  certain  Officers  of  the  Army, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fir^t  of  February,  1864, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  bill 
to  provide  for  the  examination  of  certain  officers 
of  the  army,  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Military  Obmmittee. 

On  the  third,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with 
w  amendment  The  bill  provided ':  That  every 
quartermaster  and  assistant  quartermaster,  every 
commissary  and  assistant  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence, every  paymaster  and  additional  paymaster 
should  appear  for  examination  before  a  bdaA'd. 
composed  of  three  officers  of  the  corps  to  which 
he  belonged.  And  all  members  of  such  boards  of 
examination  shall  swear  that  they  will  conduct 
all  examinations  with  impartiality,  and  with  a 
sole  view  to  the  qualifications  of  the  person  or 
persons  to  be  examined.  That  boards  of  exami- 
nation  should  be  constituted,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  the  Quartermaster- 
General,  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 
and  the  Paymaster-General,  at  convenient  places. 
That  after  the  board  should  be  constituted,  and 
after  the  general  orders  should  have  been  pub- 
lished for  a  period  of  ninety  days,  none  of  the 
officers  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  the  act 
should  receive  any  pay,  allowances,  or  emolu- 
ments, until  they  should  have  appeared  before 
the  board  of  examination.  That  if  the  board  of 
examination  should  report  that  any  officer  does 
not  possess  the  requisite  qualifications,  they 
should  forward  the  record  of  the  examination 
'  to  the  head  of  the  bureau  to  which  he  might  be- 
long ;  and  if  the  head  of  such  bureau  should  ap- 
prove the  finding,  the  officer  so  failing  in  his  ex- 
amination should,  if  commissioned,  be  dismissed 
from  the  service  with  one  month's  pay ;  and  if 
not  yet  commissioned,  his  appointn>ent  should 
be  revoked ;  and  if  the  board  should  report  that 
any  officer  failed  to  pass  a  satisfactory  examina- 
tion by  reason  of  intemperance  or  vicious  habits, 
and  if  the  head  of  the  bureau  should  approve  the 
finding  and  repoK  of  the  board  as  to  his  lack  of 
the  requisite  business  qualifications,  then  such 
officer  should  be  dismissed  without  pay,  and 
should  not  be  permitted  to  reenter  the  service  as 
an  officer.  That  the  boards  of  examination 
should  forward  all  their  records  of  examination 


to  the  heads  of  the  bureaus  to  which  thej  a 
pertain,  and  such  records  should  be  filed  in  t1 
proper  bureaus. 

On  the  ninth,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Wilson,  tl 
bill  was  taken  up,  the  amendments  agreed  t 
and  the  bill  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  the  bill  was  referred  to  tl 
Military  Committee  on  the  tenth.  On  the  twe 
ty-first  of  June,  Mr.  Schenck  reported  it  bac 
with  amendments.  The  amendments  wei 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed  without  a  d 
vision. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  amendmen 
were  referred  to  the  Military  Committee,  an 
on  the  twenty-third,  the  Committee  reported  i 
favor  of  concurring  in  the  amendments  of  tl 
House.  The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilsoi 
concurred  in  the  amendments.  So  the  bill  wi 
passed,  and  approved  by  the  President  on  tl 
twenty-fifth  of  June,  1864. 

No.  LXIX. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  provic 
for  the  Puhlieation  of  a  Full  Army  Regiete 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-first  of  Jun 
1864,  Mr.  Schenck  reported  from  the  Committi 
on  Military  Affairs  a  joint  resolution  to  provid 
for  the  publication  of  a  full  army  register.  1 
authorized  and  required  the  Secretary  of  War,  i 
connection  with  the  army  register  for  the  yea 
1864,  to  cause  to  be  printed  and  published  a  fu 
roster  or  roll  of  all  field,  line,  and  staff-officers  < 
volunteers  who  had  been  in  the  army  since  th 
beginning  of  the  rebellion,  showing  whether  the 
were  yet  in  the  service  or  had  been  discharged 
and  giving  casualties  and  other  explanations  pr( 
per  for  such  register.  And  to  defray,  in  who) 
or  in  part,  the  expenses  of  this  publication,  a 
edition  of  fifty  thousand  copies  of  such  enlarge 
register  should  be  published,  and  might  be  sjoI 
to  officers,  soldiers,  or  citizens,  at  a  price  whic 
should  not  more  than  cover  the  actual  cost  o 
paper,  printing,  and  binding,  and  should  not  i 
any  case  exceed  one  dollar  per  volume.  The  n 
solution  passed  without  a  division.  In  the  Ser 
ate,  on  the  twenty-seventh,  Mr,  Anthony,  ol 
Rhode  Island,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing 
to  which  it  had  been  referred,  reported  it  bad 
without  amendment  The  joint  resolution  wa 
passed,  and  approved  by  the  President  on  thi 
thirtieth  of  June,  1864. 

No.  LXX.— 7%tf  Bill  to  provide  for  the  mor 
speedy  Punishment  of  Guerrilla  Marauden 
and  for  other  purposes. 

In  the  House,  on  the  sixth  of  June,  1864,  Mr 
Garfield,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  Militarj 
Affairs,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  more  speedy  pun 
ishment  of  guerrillas,  and  for  other  purposes 
Mr.  Eldridge,  of  Wisconsin,  moved  that  the  bil 
be  laid  upon  the  table.  Lost — ^yeas,  thirty-five 
nays,  sixty-seven.  It  was  then  passed — yeas 
seventy-two ;  nays,  thirty-seven. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirteenth  of  June,  Mf 
Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
to  which  the  bill  of  the  House  had  been  referred 
reported  it  back  with  an  amendment.    The  bil 
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provided  :  That  the  provisions  of  the  twenty-first 
section  of  the  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the 
national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved 
March  third,  1863,  should  apply  as  well  to  the 
sentences  of  the  military  commissions  as  to  those 
of  courts-martial ;  and  thereafter,  the  commanding 
general  in  the  field,  or  the  co;nmander  of  the  de- 
partment, as  the  case  might  be,  should  have  power 
to  carry  into  execution  aU  sentences  against  guer- 
rillas, and  for  robbery,  arson,  burglary,  rape,  as- 
sault with  intent  to  commit  rape,  and  for  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  and  customs  of  war,  as  well  as 
sentences  against  spies,  mutineers,  deserters,  and 
murderers.     The  second  section  provided  that 
every  officer  authorized  to  order  a  general  court- 
martial  should  have  power  to  pardon  or  mitigate 
any  punishment  ordered  by  such  court,  includ- 
ing that  of  confinement  in  the  penitentiary,  ex- 
cept the  sentence  of  death,  oi^  of  cashiering  or 
dismissing  an  officer,  which  sentences  it  should 
be  competent,  during  the  continuance  of  the  re- 
bellion, for  the  general  commanding  the  army  in 
the  field  or  the  department  commander,  as  the 
CAst  might  be,  to  remit  or  mitigate ;  and  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  approved  July  seventeenth, 
I6t)2,  chapter  two  hundred  and  one,  be  repealed 
so  far  as  it  related  to  sentences  of  imprisonment 
in  the  peditentiary.     The  Military  Committee  re- 
ported in  favor  of  striking  out  of  the  first  section 
after  the  word  *'  g^errillai,"  the  words,  "  for  rob- 
btry,  arson,  burglary,  rape,  assault  with  intent 
to  commit  rape,  and  the  violation  of  the  laws  and 
customs  of  war.''    The  amendment  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  Howard,  of  Michigan. 

Un  the  sixteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Wilson  modified 
the  amendment  by  striking  out  the  word  "and," 
so  that  it  would  read  :  **  Shall  have  power  to 
carry  into  execution  all  sentences  against  guer- 
rillas for  robbery,  arson,  burglary,  rape,  assault 
with  intent  to  commit  rape,  and  for  violation  of 
the  laws  and  customs  of  war.'*     Mr.  Johnson  op- 
posed the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Davis  de- 
nounced it  as  **  another  of  the  series  of  strange  and 
absurd  bills  that  these  extraordinary  times  have 
originated."     But  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
On  the  thirtieth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  further 
coQsideration  of  the   bill,  and  Mr.    Hendricks 
iBoved  to  amend  it  by  providing  that  the  term 
** guerrillas"  therein  contained  should  not  beheld 
tAmdude  persons  employed  in  the  authorized 
sorice  of  the  enemy.     Mr.  Gonness  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  adding  the  words, 
*"  nhose  operations  shall  be  conducted  according 
to  the  laws  of  war."     But  the  amendment  was  re- 
jeeted,aiid  Mr.  Hendricks^s  amendment  was  agreed 
tfi.    On  motion  of  Mr.  Sumner,  the  bill  was  so 
aoended  as  to  provide  that  wherever  the  word 
"*  guerrilla"  occurred,  the  word  marauders  should 
be  ioserted,  so  as  to  read  *'  guerrilla  marauders." 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a  new 
^actiim,  providing  that  when  a  soldier  in  hospital 
&bauid  be  discharged  from  the  military  service, 
but  should  b«  onable  to  leave  or  to  avail  himself 
of  hl4  discfaai|^  in  consequence  of  sickness  or 
iQunda,  and  should  subsequently  die  in  such 


hospital,  he  should  be  deemed  to  have  died  in 
the  military  service.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of 
Indiana,  the  amendment  was  so  amended  as  to 
read,  "  when  a  soldier  in  any  hospital  shall  have 
been  discharged  or  shall  be  discharged;"  and  the 
amendment  as  amended  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Wil- 
son then  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding,  **  that  payments  which  have  been  made 
by  paymasters  to  non-commissioned  officers  of 
volunteer  regiments  from  the  date  of  their  enrol- 
ment, and  for  a  time  previous  to  their  muster  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  shall,  if  other- 
wise correct,  be  allowed  in  the  settlement  of  such 
paymasters'  accounts ;"  and  the  amendment  was 
adopted.  The  bill  as  amended  was  then  passed, 
and  its  title  amended  so  as  to  read :  **  A  bill  to 
provide  for  the  more  speedy  punishment  of  guer- 
rilla marauders,  and  for  other  purposes." 

In  the  House,  on  the  first  of  July,  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  were  disagreed  to,  a  commit-  . 
tee  of  conference  asked  for,  and  Mr.  Farnsworth, 
of  Illinois,  Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  More- 
head,  of  Pennsylvania,  were  appointed  managers. 
The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  insisted  on 
its  amendments,  agreed  to  a  committee  of  con- 
ference, and  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana, 
and  Mr.  Van  Winl^le,  of  West- Virginia,  were  ap- 
pointed managers. 

On  the  second,  Mr.  TrumbuUj  from  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  reported :  "  That  the  House 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  first  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same.  That 
the  Senate  recede  from  its  second  amendment, 
being  the  proviso  to  the  first  section.  That  the 
House  recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  Sen- 
ate's third  amendment,  and  agree  to  the  same, 
with  the  following  amendment :  add  to  the  end 
of  said  amendment  the  following  words,  "  so  far 
as  relates  to  bounties."  That  the  Senate  recede 
from  its  further  amendment  That  the  House 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  Senate's  amend- 
ment to  the  title  of  said  bill  and  agree  to  the 
same."  The  report  was  agreed  to.  The  House 
of  Representatives  concurred  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference,  and  the  bill  was  ap- 
proved by  the  President  on  the  second  of  Jul}', 
1664. 

No.  LXXL-^The  Bill  to  provide  for  the  better 
Organization  of  the  Quartemuuter^a  Depart- 
ment 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  1864, 
Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
better  organization  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
Military  Committee.  On  the  fourth  of  April,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  it  back  with  amendments.  The 
bill  provided :  That  there  should  be  established  in 
the  office  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  to  exist 
during  the  rebellion  and  one  year  thereafter,  the 
following  divisions,  each  of  which  should  be  placed 
in  the  charge  of  a  competent  officer  of  the  quar- 
termaster's department,  who  should,  under  such 
rules  as  might  be  prescribed  by  the  Quartermas- 
ter-General, with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  trans&ct  the  business  of  such  division,  to 
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wit:  The  first  division  should  have  charge  of  the 
purchase,  procurement  and  disposition  of  horses 
and  mules.  The  second  division  should  have  charge 
of  the  purchase,  procurement^  is$ue,and  disposition 
of  cloth  and  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage, 
and  accoutrements.     The  third  division  should 
have  charge  of  the  purchase,  charter,  hire,  and 
maintenance  of  all  vessels  to  be  used  in  the  trans- 
portation of  the  army,  and  of  prisoners  df  war, 
and  of  their  supplies.    The  fourth  division  should 
have  change  of  the  purchase,  charter,  hire,  main- 
tenance, and  procurement  of  ail  transportation 
for  the  army,  and  its  supplies  by  land  and  upon 
the  western  rivers.     The  fifth  division   should 
have  charge  of  the  purchase,  procurement,  issue, 
and  disposition  of  forage  and  straw.     The  sixth 
division  should  have  charge  of  the  erection,  pro- 
curement, maintenance,  and  disposition  of  all  bar- 
racks, hospital  buildings,   storehouses,    stables, 
bridges,  wharves,  and  other  structures  composed 
in  whole  or  in  part  of  lumber,  and  of  all  lumber, 
nailSf  and  hardware  for  building  purposes.     The 
seventh  division  should  have  charge  of  the  pur- 
chase, procurement,  issue,  and  disposition  of  all 
wagons,  ambulances,  travelling-forges  and  har- 
ness.    The  eighth  division  should  have  charge 
of  all  inspections  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, and  of  all  reports  made  by  officers  assigned 
to  inspection  duty,  analyzing  and  preserving  the 
reports  as  received,  and  communicating,  through 
the  Quartermaster-General,  to  the  chiefs  of  the 
proper  divisions  such  portions  of  the  reports  as 
might  be  necessary  for  their  information  and  use. 
The   ninth  division  should  have  charge  of  all 
the  correspondence,  returns,  reports,  and  records 
received,  filed,  and  preserved  in  the  office  of  the 
Quartermaster-General.     That  the  supplies  and 
material    for    the    quartermaster's    department 
should  be  purchased,  after  due  public  notice^  by 
the  heads  of  the  several  divisions,  except  in  cases 
of  supplies  procured  within  the  field  of  active 
military  operations.     That  the  heads  of  the  sev- 
eral divisions  should,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Quartermaster-General,  from  time  to  time  adver- 
tise for  proposals  for  the  supplies  necessary  for 
the  movements  and  operations  of  the  several  ar- 
mies, and  for  other  military  purposes,  in  news- 
papers having  general  circulation  in  those  parts 
of  the  country  where  such  supplies  could  be  most 
advantageously  furnished ;  and  all  such  supplies 
should  be  subject  to  careful  inspection  ;  and  all 
clothing  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage  should 
be  subject  to  a  double  inspection — first,  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  material,  and  second,  as  to  the  kind, 
and  character  of  the  workmanship.  That  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  the  Quartermaster-General  to  es- 
tablish depots,  from  time  to  time,  at  places  con- 
venient to  the  principal  armies  in  the  field,  for 
receiving  and  distributing  the  supplies  necessary 
for  such  armies.  That  when  an  emergency  should 
exist  requiring  the  immediate  procurement  of  sup- 
plies for  the  necessary  movements  and  operations 
of  an  army,  and  when  such  supplies  could  not  be 
procured  from  any  established  depot  of  the  quar- 
termaster's department,  or  from  the  head  of  the 
division  chai^d  with  the  duty  of  furnishing  such 


supplies,  within  the  required  time,  then  it  shoi 

be  lawful  for  the  commanding  officer  of  such  an 

to  order  the  chief  quartermaster  of  such  army 

procure  such  supplies  during  the  continuance 

such  emergency,  but  no  longer.     That  it  shot 

be  the  duty  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  i 

mediately  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  and 

least  once  in  every   three  months    thereafti 

to  require  from    the   principal   quartermastc 

of   the  several  military  departments    and   d 

p6ts,  approximate  statements  of  the  aggregi 

amounts  of  supplies  on  hand,  and  estimates 

the  additional  amounts  required  for  the  sci 

ice  for  the  ensuing  three  months,  stating  at  wh 

places  such  supplies  would  be  required,  and  wli 

amounts  were  legally  contracted  for  but  not  d 

livered.     That  all  inspectors  of  horses,  muh 

clothing,  fuel,  forage,  lumber,  hired  transpor 

and   other  supplies  of  the  quartermaster's  c 

partment  should  be  sworn  to  perform  their  d 

ties  in  a  faithful  and  impartial  manner,    ai 

should,    for  any  corruption,  wilful  neglect, 

fraud  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  be  Hal 

to  punishment  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  by  sc 

tence  of  court-martial  or  military  commissic 

That  if  any  contractor  or  person  furnishing  su 

plies  or  transportation  should  give,  or  offer 

give,  or  cause  to  be  given,  to  any  officer  or  ei 

ployee  of  the  quartermaster's  department  havii 

charge  of  the  receipt  or  disposition  of  the  su 

plies  or  transportation  furnished  by  him,  or 

any  way  connected  therewith,   any  money 

other  valuable  consideration,   directly  or  ini 

rectly,  all  contracts  and  charters  with  such  p< 

son  should,  at  the  option  of  the  Secretary 

War,  be  null  and  void.     That  whenever  it  sliou 

become  necessary  to  purchase  any  steam  or  sa 

ing  vessel  for  the  use  of  the  quartermaster's  c 

partment^  the  same  should  be  first  inspected  1 

one  or  more  competent  naval  officers.      That  t 

officers  placed  in  charge  of  the  several  divisio 

should,  during  the  time  that  they  remain  in  su 

charge,  each  have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emolumen 

of  a  colonel  in  the  quartermaster's  departmei 

And  that  during  the  continuance  of  the  rebellio 

the  Secretary  of  War  might  assign  to  duty,  as  i 

specters  of  the  quartermaster's  department,  s 

officers,  to  be  selected  from  the  regular  and  vt 

unteer  officers  who  should  have  served  for  n 

less  than  one  year  in  that  department,  who  shou 

have,  while  so  assigned  and  acting,  the  temp 

rary  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  lieutenan 

colonels  of  the  quartermaster's  department 

On  the  eleventh  of  May,  the  Senate,  on  moti* 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
the  bill ;  the  amendments  were  agreed  to,  ai 
the  bill,  as  amended,  passed  without  a  divisio 

On  the  sixteenth,  the  House,  on  motion  of  M 
Mclndoe,  of  Wisconsin,  referred  the  bill  to  t 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  twent 
fourth  of  June,  Mr.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  report 
it  back  with  amendments,  and  on  the  twent 
eighth,  the  amendments  of  the  Committee,  1 
gether  with  an  amendment  of  Mr.  Dawes,  of  Ms 
sachusetts,  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amec 
ed  passed. 
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The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  roted 
to  disagree  to  the  amendments  of  the  House  and 
ask  a  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagree- 
ii^  Totes.  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Trumbull,  and  Mr. 
Powell  were  appointed  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

On  the  twenty-ninth,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Schenck,  insisted  on  its  amendments ;  agreed 
to  a  committee  of  conference,  and  the  Speaker 
appointed  Mr.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Deming,  of 
Connecticut,  and  Mr.  Ward,  of  New- York,  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  House. 

On  the  thirtieth,  Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  reported  that  the  House 
recede  from  its  first  amendment,  that  the  Senate 
agree  to  the  other  amendments,  except  the  thiiv 
tT-6rf:t  amendment,  and  agree  to  it  with  an 
amendment.  The  report  was  agreed  to.  On  the 
first  of  July,  Mr.  Wilson  made  a  report  from  the 
conference  committee,  which  was  agreed  to ;  and 
the  bill  was  approYed  by  the  President  on  the 
fourth  of  July,  1864. 

Ka  LXXIL-— The  Bill  to  amend  the  Several  Aets 
for  Enrolling  and  Calling  out  the  National 
Forcee. 

Tn  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-third  of  May, 
1%>»4,  Mr.  Morgan,  of  New- York,  introduced  a 
bill  to  prohibit  the  discharge  of  persons  from  lia- 
bility to  military  duty  by  reason  of  the  payfnent 
oi  money,  which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to 
t!ie  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  twen- 
ty*fiflh,  Mr.  Morgan  reported  it  back  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  June,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  and  amendments.     It  proposed  to  repeal 
so  much  of  the  enrolment  act  as  authorized  the 
discharge  of  persons  drafted,  on  the  payment  of 
three  hundred  dollars  for  the  procuration  of  a 
subi>titute.     The  Committee  reported  an  amend- 
ment to  add  as  a  new  section.  That  nothing  in 
the  act  approved  February  twenty-fourth,  1864, 
amending  the  act  approved  March  third,  1868,  for 
enrolling  and   calling   out  the    national   forces, 
should  be  construed  to  repeal  that  part  of  the  act 
approved  March  third,  1863,  which  required  that 
tilt:  board  of  enrolment,  in  making  drafts,  should 
**  make  a  draft  of  the  required  number  and  fifty 
per  cent  in  addition  ;^*  and  the  amendment  was 
•grev'd   to.     The  Committee  also  reported    an 
iniendment  to  add  as  a  new  section.  That  section 
twelve  of  the  *' Act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  forces,  approved  March  third,  1863, 
U  so  amended  that  the  notice  to  be  served  on 
drifted  men  might  be  Served  within  ten  days 
after  Ruch  draft,  or  at  any  time  within  six  months 
therefrom  ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new 
«r>?iion :  That  the  President  be  authorized,  on  and 
after  the  pas.sage  of  this  act,  to  call  out,  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  one  year,  such  number  of 
tuen  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  might  re- 
•j  jire  by  draft,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
«<.-t  approv^  March  third,  1863,  entitled,  **  An 
act  fur  enrolling  and  calling   out  the  national 


forces,"  and  the  act  approved  February  twenty- 
fourth,  1864,  entitled,  ^*  An  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled,  *An  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  forces.' "  After  debate,  in  which 
Mr.  Gonness,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Collamer,  .Mr.  Wil- 
son, Mr.  Grimes,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  par- 
ticipated, the  Senate  adjourned. 

On  the  ninth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill,  the  question  being  on  Mr.  Wil- 
son's amendment  to  draft  for  one  year  instead  of 
three  years.  Mr.  Wilson  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment to  enable  Mr.  Collamer  to  ofieras  an  amend- 
ment, in  four  sections :  That  all  calls  for  drafts 
thereafter  made  under  the  act  entitled,  **An  act  for 
enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  third,  1863, 
and  of  any  act  in  addition  to  or  amendment 
thereof,  should  be  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one 
year.  That  this  act  should  not  extend  to  or  in- 
clude drafts  to  be  made  in  any  district  or  sub- 
division thereof,  to  fill  its  quota  on  calls  already 
made,  but  the  same  should  be  completed  under 
the  laws  in  force  before  the  passage  thereof.  That 
no  person  drafted  on  future  calls  should  be  liable 
to  be  again  drafted  until  the  present  enrolment 
should  be  exhausted.  That  the  number  of  men 
furnished  from  any  district  for  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  beyoiid  and  above  its  quota  on 
calls  heretofore  made,  and  the  term  of  service  of 
such  men,  should  be  considered  and  allowed  to 
said  district  in  calls  thereafter  made. 

The  amendment  was  discussed  at  great  length 
bv  Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Hendricks,  Mr. 
Nesmith,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Boolittle,  and  Mr.  McDougall.  The  vote 
was  then  taken  on  Mr.  CoUamer's  first  section, 
and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas,  twenty-two ;  nays, 
seventeen.  The  other  sections  of  Mr.  Collamer's 
amendment  were  then  adopted. 

On  the  twentieth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  Brown  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a  new 
section  requiring  Indian  tribes,  having  treaties 
and  receiving  annuities,  to  furnish  their  quotas, 
the  force  so  furnished  to  be  used  in  maintaining 
peace  among  the  Indians,  and  relieving  troops 
employed  against  hostile  tribes.  The  amend- 
ment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Hale, 
Mr.  Saulsbury,  Mr.  Doolittle,  Mr.  Hendricks, 
Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Richardson,  Mr.  Howard,  Mr. 
McDougall,  and  Mr.  Howe,  and  supported  by 
Mr.  Brown,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas.  Mr.  Doo- 
little moved  to  amend  Mr.  Brown's  amendment 
by  substituting  for  it  a  provision  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  receive  into  the  military 
service  Indian  bribes  in  treaty  with  the  United 
States,  to  be  employed  as  a  part  of  the  military 
force  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  peace,  and 
protecting  from  hostile  incursion  the  Indian  Ter- 
ritory, and  other  Territories  where  the  hostile  or 
invading  force  was  in  whole  or  in  part  composed 
of  hostile  Indians ;  and  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to— yeas,  twenty-four; 
nays,  twelve.  The  amendment  as  amended  wa.. 
then  rejected — ^yeas,  ten ;  nays,  twenty-nine.  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  seo- 
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tion :  That  every  person  who  should  be  drafted 
under  calls  thereafter  made,  and  who  should 
serve  honorably  for  a  period  of  one  year,  should 
receive  a  bourtty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
paid  upon  his  discharge  from  the  service;  and 
every  person  so  drafted,  and  who  should  be  hon- 
orably discharged  after  a  term  of  service  less 
than  one  year,  should  receive  a  bounty  propor- 
tioned to  his  term  of  service.  Mr.  Conness  moved 
to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  "  that,"  and  inserting:  "  From  and 
.after  the  passage  of  this  act,  every  able-bodied 
volunteer  who  Shall  be  accepted  and  who  shall 
enter  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive,  after  one  year's  service, 
one  hundred  dollars  in  addition  to  the  sum  now 
provided  by  law."  After  debate  Mr.  Conness 
withdrew  his  amendment,  and  the  vote  was  tak- 
en on  Mr.  Wilson's  amendment,  and  it  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing as  a  new  section,  That  when  a  soldier,  sick  in 
hospital,  should  be  discharged  from  the  military 
service,  but  should  be  unable  to  leave,  or  avail 
himself  of  his  discharge,  in  consequence  of  sick- 
ness or  wounds,  and  should  subsequently  die  in 
such  hospital,  he  should  be  deemed  to  have  died 
in  the  military  service ;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  as  a  new  section,  That  payments  which  had 
been  made  by  paymasters  to  non-commissioned 
officers  of  volunteer  regiments  from  the  date  of 
their  enlistment,  and  for  a  time  previous  to  their 
muster  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
should,  if  otherwise  correct,  be  allowed,  in  the 
settlement  of  such  paymasters'  accounts ;  and  it 
was  agreed  to.  Mr.  McDougall  moved  to  amend 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  by  adding :  That  ten 
days  after  the  passage  of  the  bill,  substitutes 
should  not  be  allowed  in  lieu  of  persons  drafted. 
Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Hale  opposed  it,  and  it  was 
rejected — yeas,  six ;  nays,  thirty-five. 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  of  New-Jersey,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding,  as  a  new  section,  That  every 
non-commissioned  officer,  private,  or  other  per- 
son, who  had  been,  or  should  thereafter  be,  dis- 
charged from  the  army,  within  two  years  from 
the  date  of  their  enlistment,  by  reason  of  perma- 
nent injuries  received,  or  permanent  disability 
contracted,  in  the  line  of  duty,  should  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  same  bounty,  in  proportion  to  the 
time  he  might  have  served,  as  was  granted,  or 
might  thereafter  be  granted,  to  the  same  class 
of  persons  who  were  discharged  after  a  service 
of  two  years ;  and  it  was  agreed  to.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was' further  amended  by 
adding  that  hospital  matrons  should,  after  the 
first  of  July,  1864,  receive  twelve  dollars  per 
month  and  one  ration. 

Mr.  Hendricks  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section,  repealing  the  commutation  clause  of  the 
enrolment  act,  and  it  was  agreed  to— yeas,  twen- 
ty-one ;  nays,  eighteen.  Mr.  Conness  moved  to 
lay  the  biU  on  the  table,  but  the  motion  was  lost 
— yeas,  fifteen  ;  nays,  twenty-four.  Mr.  Sumner 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  requiring  drafted 


persons  to  pay,  in  addition  to  the  three  hundred 
dollars  commutation,  on  all  incomes  orer  one 
thousand  dollars  and  not  over  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, five  per  cent ;  on  all  incomes  over  two  thou- 
sand dollars  and  not  over  five  thousand  dollars, 
ten  per  cent ;  and  on  all  incomes  over  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  twenty  per  cent ;  the  money  to  be 
paid  in  bounties  to  men  drafted  and  mustered 
into  the  service.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  the 
bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Military  Committee. 
On  the  twenty-first,  Mr.  Morgan  reported  back 
the  bill  without  amendment  The  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Morgan,  proceeded,  on  the  twenty- 
third,  to  its  consideration.  The  amendments 
which  had  been  adopted  fell  by  the  recommit- 
ment, and  the  original  bill,  providing  simply  for 
the  repeal  of  the  three  hundred  dollar  commuta- 
tion clause,  was  reported  by  the  Military  Com- 
mittee. Mr.  Morgan  moved  to  amend  it  by  add- 
ing, as  a  second  section,  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Collamer :  That  in  calls  for  drafts  there- 
after made,  under  the  act  **  for  enrolling  and 
calling  out  the  national  forces,"  and  the  acts  in 
addition  to  or  amendatory  thereof,  the  same 
might  be  made  for  such  term  of  time  as  the  Pres- 
ident should  direct,  not  exceeding  one  year.  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so  as  to 
make  it  read,  *^ shall  be  made  for  one  year;" 
lost — ^yeas,  twelve ;  nays,  eighteen.  Mr.  Chand- 
ler moved  to  amend  Mr.  Morgan's  amendment  by 
striking  out  *^  not  exceeding  one  year,"  and  in- 
serting *^  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  three 
years  ;"  lost — ^yeas,  sixteen  ;  nays,  twenty -three. 
Mr.  Morgan's  amendment  was  then  agreed  to — 
yeas,  twenty-five;  nays,  fourteen.  Mr.  Colla- 
mer then  moved  that  the  sum  paid  as  commuta- 
tion money  should  not  exceed  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, instead  of  tliree  hundred  dollars ;  but  the 
amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Grimes  moved  that  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Collamer,  providing  that  tlie  num- 
ber of  men  furnished  from  any  district  to  the 
service  beyond  and  above  calls  theretofore  made, 
and  the  term  of  service  of  such  men,  should  be 
considered  and  allowed  to  said  district  in  calls 
thereafter  made,  should  be  added  as  a  new  sec- 
tion ;  and  it  was  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Grimes,  the  bill  was  further  amended  by  adding 
as  a  new  section  an  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Collamer,  providing  that  no  person,  drafted  on 
future  calls,  or  who  should  volunteer  to  fill .  the 
same,  should  be  liable  to  be  again  drafted  until 
the  existing  enrolment  should  be  exhausted. 
The  bjll  as  amended  was  then  passed — yeas, 
twenty-four;  nays,  seven. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-first  of  June,  Mr. 
Schenck,  from  the  Military  Committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  further  regulate  and  provide  for  enroll- 
ing and  calling  out  the  national  forces.  Mr. 
Randall,  of  Pennsylvania,  objected  to  its  second 
reading.  On  the  question,  should  the  bill  be  re- 
jected, the  yeas  were  seventy-five,  and  the  nays 
were  seventy-five ;  the  Speaker  voted  nay,  and 
the  bill  was  not  rejected.  Mr.  Blaine,  of  Maine, 
moved  to  strike  out  the  two  first  sections,  pro* 
viding  that  no  payment  of  money  should  be  ac- 
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ceptod  by  the  GoTernment  to  release  any  drafted 
pcnon  from  the , performance  of  military  duty, 
and  tbfti  no  substitute  should  be  accepted  for  a 
drafted  person,  unless  he  be  the  father,  brother, 
or  son  of  the  dbrafled  man.  The  question,  after 
aebate,  was  taken  on  the  motion  striking  out  the 
first  section ;  and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas,  one 
hundred ;  nays,  fifty.  The  second  section  was 
then  stridken  out  without  a  division.  Mr.  Broom- 
&11,  of  PennsyWania,  moved  a  substitute  for  the 
bill  Mr.  Fenton,  of  New- York,  moved  to  amend 
it  by  adding  that  the  President  should  accom- 
pany any  order  for  a  draft  of  men  for  military 
service  with  a  notice  that  he  would  accept  volun- 
teers or  substitutes  in  lieu  of  such  drafted  men 
prior  to  the  day  appointed  for  the  draft,  to  fill  up 
the  quota  or  any  part  thereof  of  any  town,  town- 
ship, ward,  precinct,  or  election  district,  or  of 
aaj  county  not  so  sub-divided ;  and  every  per- 
fon  so  volunteering,  in  lieu  of  a  man  to  be  draft- 
ed, should  be  credited  to  such  town,  township, 
ward,  precinct,  or  election  district,  or  county  not 
Eo  sub-divided ;  and  if  he  volunteered,  or  was 
olfered  as  a  substitute  for  a  drafted  man,  and 
VIS  accepted  and  mustered  into  the  service  for  a 
term  of  one  year,  unless  sooner  discharged,  should 
rccdve  and  be  paid  by  the  United  States  a  bounty 
of  one  hundred  dollars ;  and  if  for  a  term  of  twd 
re^ir^  unless  sooner  discharged,  a  bounty  of  two 
hundred  dollars ;  and  if  for  a  term  of  three  years, 
DQleSkS  sooner  discharged,  a  bounty  of  three  hun- 
tlrtd  dollars;  one  half  of  which  said  bounty 
should  be  paid  to  the  soldier  at  the  time  of  his 
heiog  mustered  into  the  service,  one  fourth  at 
the  expiration  of- one  half  his  term  of  service,  and 
one  fourth  at  the  end  of  bis  term  of  service. 

Mr.  Ashley,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out  of 
the  amendment,  **be  credited  to  such  town, 
township,  prednct,  or  election  district,"  and  in- 
sert in  lieu  ibewords,  "if  subject  to  enrolment, 
be  credited  to  the  town,  township,  precinct,  or 
election  district  in  which  he  may  be  liable  to  en- 
rolment ;  if  not  so  subject,  to  the  town,  town- 
ship, precinct,  or  election  district  in  which  he 
may  hkve  volunteered ;"  and  it  was  agreed  to-^ 
teu,  sixty-four ;  nays,  forty-one.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Boutwell,  it  was  further  amended  by  adding : 
Ttit  no  volunteer  or  substitute  who  should  be 
b^ifiorably  discharged  previous  to  the  expiration 
cf  the  term  of  his  enlistment^  should  be  entitled 
to  his  full  bounty  for  the  term  of  his  enlistment 
Kr.  Ingersoll  moved  to  amend,  by  adding  after 
the  word  *'  service"  the  words,  *^  But  in  case  of 
hi)  death  when  in  said  service,  the  residue  of  his 
bounty  shall  be  paid  to  his  legal  representatives ; 
t2«i  in  case  of  his  honorable  discharge  from 
wounds  or  sickness  incurred  in  the  service,  he 
«ba2]  receive  the  full  bounty ;"  and  it  was  agreed 
t^i.  Mr.  Famsworth  then  moved  that  the  bill  be 
Uid  opoa  the  table,  but  the  motion  was  lost 
Ur.  Fenton^s  amendment  as  amended  was  then 
Afned  tou 

On  the  twenty-fifth,  the  House  resumed  the 
eonsderation  of  ihe  bill,  and  Mr.  Schenck  offered 
%  cubstitutc  for  the  substitute  moved  by  Mr. 
BroQcnalL    The  sabatilotei  in  eight  sec^ons,  pro- 


vided :  For  the  repeal  of  the  three  hundred  dol- 
lar commutation.  For  drafting  for  a  period  not 
less  than  one  year.  For  a  bounty  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  one  year,  two  hundred  dollars  for 
two  years,  and  three  hundred  dollars  for  three 
years.  For  allowing  drafted  men  to  select  thdr 
organizations,  when  not  filled.  For  discharging 
minors  under  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  forbid- 
ding officers  to  muster  into  the  service  minors 
under  sixteen  years  of  age.  For  allowing  pro- 
vost-marshals to  make  a  draft  of  fift/  per  cent  in 
addition  to  the  number  required  to  fill  the  quota. 
For  allowing  to  drafted  persons  transportation. 
For  the  enlistment  of  volunteers  in  the  rebel 
States. 

The  bill  was  debated  by  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr. 
Odell,  of  New-York,  Mr.  Garfield,  of  Ohio,  Mr. 
Mallory,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri,  Mr. 
Dawes  and  Mr.  Boutwell,  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Mr.  Keman  and  Mr.  Fernando  Wood,  of  New- 
York.  Mr.  Cox  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table ;  but 
the  motion  was  lost — ^yeas,  fifty-seven;  nays, 
seventy-eight  The  main  question  was  then  or- 
dered, and  the  House  adjourned. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  the  House  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Schenck  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  amendment,  and  they 
were  ordered.  The  amendment  was  lost — ^yeas, 
sixty-two ;  nays,  nmety-one.  The  vote  was  then 
taken  on  Mr.  BroomalFs  substitute,  and  it  was 
rejected.  Mr.  Stevens  moved  an  amendment  as 
a  substitute,  in  ten  sections.  Mr.  Eliot,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, proposed  ten  additional  sections,  giv- 
ing credit  for  naval  enlistments,  and  allowing  ad- 
ditional time  for  persons  drafted  who  should  be 
absent  in  pursuit  of  their  business ;  and  Mr.  Stev- 
ens accepted  them  as  part  of  his  amendment 
Mr.  Blair  moved  to  amend  the  original  bill  by 
adding,  That  thereafter  no  person  should  be  re- 
ceived or  accepted  to  serve  in  the  army  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  any  other  person  liable  to  military  du- 
ty, and  who  might  have  been  enrolled  or  drafted 
for  that  purpose ;  but  the  amendment  was  reject- 
ed—twenty-five voting  for  it,  and  ninety-three 
against  it 

Mr.  Schenck  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adopting  a  substitute  for  the  substitute  of  Mr. 
Stevens.  The  substitute,  he  said,  was  the  Sen- 
ate bill  on  the  table  of  the  House.  The  substi- 
tute was  lost — ^yeas,  fifty-eight;  nays,  ninety- 
two.  The  vote  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stevens's 
substitute,  and  it  was  lost— yeas,  twenty-three ; 
nays,  one  hundred  and  twenty. 

Mr.  Smithers,  of  Delaware,  offered  a  substitute 
for  the  original  bill.  It  provided :  That  the  Presi- 
dent might  call  for  any  number  of  men  as  vol- 
unteers, for  the  respective  terms  of  one,  two,  and 
three  years,  and  any  person  mustered  into  the 
service  for  the  term  of  one  year,  unless  sooner 
discharged,  should  receive  and  be  paid  by  the 
United  States  a  bounty  of  two  hundred  dollars; 
and  if  for  a  term  of  two  years,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged, a  bounty  of  three  hundred  dollars ;  and 
if  for  a  term  of  three  years,  unless  sooner  dis- 
ohaiiged,  a  bounty  of  four  hundred  dollars.  Thai 
in  case  the  quota  or  any  part  thereof  of  any  town, 
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township,  ward,  precinct,  or  election  district,  or 
of  any  county  not  so  subdivided,  should  not  be 
filled  within  the  space  of  sixty  days  after  such 
call,  then  the  President  should  order  a  draft  for 
one  year  to  fill  such  quota  or  any  part  thereof 
which  might  bo  unfilled ;  and  in  case  of  any  such 
draft,  no  payment  of  money  should  be  accepted 
or  received  by  the  Government  as  commutation 
to  release  any  enrolled  or  drafted  man  from  per- 
sonal obligation  to  perform  military  service.  That 
it  should  Ife  lawful  for  the  executive  of  any  of 
the  States  to  send  recruiting  agents  into  any  of 
the  States  declared  to  be  in  rebellion,  to  recruit 
volunteers  under  any  call  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  who  should  be  credited  to  the  State 
and  to  the  respective  subdivisions  thereof  which 
might  procure  the  enlistment  That  drafted  men, 
substitutes,  and  volunteers,  when  mustered  in, 
should  be  organized  into  or  assigned  to  regiments, 
batteries,  or  other  organizations  of  their  own 
States,  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  should,  when 
assigned,  be  permitted  to  select  their  own  regi- 
ments, batteries,  or  other  organizations  from 
among  those  of  their  respective  States,  which,  at 
the  time  of  assignment,  might  not  be  filled  to 
their  maximum  number.  That  the  Secretary  of 
War  should  discharge  minors  under  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  under  the  circumstances  and  on 
the  conditions  prescribed  in  said  section ;  and 
thereafter,  if  any  officer  of  the  United  States 
should  knowingly  enlist  or  muster  into  the  mili- 
tary service  any  person  under  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  with  or  without  the  consent  of  his  parent 
or  guardian,  such  person  so  enlisted  or  recruited 
should  be  immediately  and  unconditionally  dis- 
charged ;  and  such  recruiting  or  mustering  offi- 
cer should  be  dismissed  the  service  with  forfeit- 
ure of  all  pay  and  allowances.  That  section 
three  of  an  act  entitled,  ^*  An  act  to  amend  an 
act  entitled,  *  An  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,'  "  ap- 
proved February  twenty-fourth,  1864,  be  amend- 
ed so  as  to  authorize  and  direct  district  provost- 
marshals,  under  the  direction  of  the  Provost- 
Marshal  General,  to  make  a  draft  for  fifty  per 
cent  in  addition  to  the  number  required  to  -fill 
the  quota  of  any  district,  as  provided  by  said  sec- 
tion. That,  instead  of  travelling  pay,  all  draft- 
ed persons  reporting  at  the  place  of  rendezvous 
should  be  allowed  transportation  from  their  pla- 
ces of  residence ;  persons  discharged  at  the  place 
of  rendezvous  should  be  allowed  transportation 
to  their  places  of  residence.  That  all  persons  in 
the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  who  had 
entered  said  service  during  the  present  rebellion, 
who  had  not  been  credited  to  the  quota  of  any 
town,  district,  ward,  or  State,  by  reason  of  their 
having  been  in  said  service  and  not  enrolled  prior 
to  February  twenty-fourth,  1864,  should  be  en- 
rolled and  credited  to  the  quotas  of  the  town, 
ward,  district,  or  State  in  which  they  respective- 
ly resided.  That  if  any  person  duly  drafted 
should  be  absent  from  home  in  prosecution  of  his 
usual  business,  the  provost-marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict should  cause  him  to  be  duly  notified  as  soon 
as  might  be,  and  he  should  not  be  deemed  a  de- 


serter, nor  liable  as  such,  until  notice  had  be 
given  to  him  and  reasonable  time  allowed  for  hi 
to  return  and  report  to  the  provost-marshal 
his  district ;  but  such  absence  should  not  othi 
wise  affect  his  liability  under  the  act  The  vc 
was  then  taken  on  the  substitute;  and  it  w 
lo3t — yeas,  seventy-five ;  nays,  seventy-seven* 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  Mr.  Blair,  of  West-V 
ginia,  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  Mr.  Smit 
ers's  substitute.  Mr.  Holman  moved  to  lay  t 
motion  on  the  table — ^yeas,  seventy-threo ;  na> 
eighty-five.  Mr.  Blair's  motion  to  reconsider  t 
vote  was  then  agreed  to — yeas,  eighty-threi 
nays,  seventy*one.  Mr.  Smithers's  amendmer 
in  the  nature  of  a  substitute,  was  then  agreed 
— ^yeas,  eighty-one;  nays,  seventy-five.  \ 
Stevens  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by  ad 
ing  that  nothing  contained  in  the  act  should 
construed  to  alter,  or  in  any  way  afiect  the  U 
relative  to  those  conscientiously  opposed  to  ben 
ing  arms.  Mr.  Pike,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amei 
Mr.  Stevens's  amendment  requiring  the  enn 
ment  of  persons  between  forty-five  and  fif 
years  of  age ;  but  it  was  lost — yeas,  forty-sevei 
nays,  one  hundred  and  two.  Mr.  Stevens 
amendment  was  then  agreed  to — ^yeas,  seven  t 
seven  ;  nays,  sixty-four.  The  bill,  as  amende 
was  then  passed — ^yeas,  eighty-two ;  nays,  sevc 
ty-seven. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-ninth,  Mr.  TV 
son,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
which  the  bill  had  been  referred,  reported  it  ba 
with  amendments.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilsn 
the  Senate,  in  the  evening  session,  proceeded  to  J 
consideration.  After  being  debated  and  amen 
ed  in  several  particulars,  Mr.  Grimes  mov 
to  amend  it  by  substituting  for  it  the  bill  tli 
passed  th^e  Senate ;  and  the  amendment  was  agre 
to.  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  moved  to  amend  the  sub^ 
tute  by  adding  as  a  new  section,  That  all  enlii 
ments  that  had  been  made  into  the  naval  servi 
or  marine  corps  since  the  passage  of  the  act 
amend  an  act  entitled,  *'  An  act  for  enrolling  ai 
calling  out  the  national  forces,"  and  which  8hoi] 
thereafter  be  made  into  the  naval  service  or  nt 
rine  corps,  should  be  allowed  and  credited  to  t 
appropriate  township,  precinct;  or  district,  on  t 
count  of  which  such  enlistments  had  been 
might  be  made,  in  the  same  manner  as  enlis 
ments  for  the  army  were  allowed  and  credited 
the  several  townships,  precincts,  or  districts ;  ai 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Shermi 
moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  sectio 
*^That  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  bounti 
and  of  enforcing  the  draft,  there  be  levied  ai 
collected,  in  addition  to  the  duties  imposed  J 
law,  a  special  duty  of  five  per  cent  on  all  inconi 
exceeding  six.  hundred  dollars,  accruing  duni 
the  year  1864 ;"  and  the  amendment  was  agre 
to— yeas,  twenty-five ;  nays«  seven.  Mr.  Pow€ 
of  Kentucky,  moved  to  add  a  section  forbid di 
any  State  to  recruit  in  other  States ;  and  it  w 
agreed  to.     The  bill  as  amended  was  then  pa9s< 

On  the  thirtieth,  Mr.  Stevens  moved  Uiat  t 
amendment  to  assess  on  incomes  a  tax  to  p 
the  bountiea,  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  enr 
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nent  act^  in  the  opinion  of  the  Hoase,  contra- 
rctied  the  first  clause  of  the  seventh  section  of 
the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  was  an  infringement  on  the  privileges 
of  the  House,  and  that  the  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  respectfully  returned  to  the  Senate, 
with  a  message  communicating  the  resolution ; 
and  tiie  motion  was  agreed  to.     The  Senate  re- 
turned the  bill  to  the  House,  with  the  section  ob- 
jected to  left  out    The  House  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill,  and  after  debate,  in  which  Mr. 
Ihiwes,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Schenck,  and  Mr.  Hard- 
ing participated,  Mr.  Le  Blond,  of  Ohio,  moved 
that  no  levy  of  troops  should  be  made  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  except  by  volunteering,  till 
such  time  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
should  have  made  a  request  for  an  armistice,  and 
should  }iave  made  such  efforts  as  were  consistent 
vit^i  honor  to  restore  harmony  among  the  States 
by  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  empowered 
Vi  negotiate  for  peace  upon  terms  of  the  restora- 
tion of  the  Union  under  the  Constitution,  and 
until  such  efforts  should  have  been  rejected  by 
the  so-«alled  confederate  government     Mr.  Cox 
moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table; 
lost — yeas,  forty-three;  nays,  fifty-seven.     The 
vote  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Le  Blond's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  rejected — yeas,  eleven ;  nays, 
eighty-nine. 

On  the  first  of  July,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Ifr  Schenck,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bOl  Amendments  were  offered  by  Mr.  Davis, 
cf  Maryland,  Mr.  Morrill,  Mr.  Orth,  Mr.  Thomas, 
and  Mr.  Garfield.  The  amendments  of  Mr.  Tho- 
mas and  Mr.  Davis  were  rejected,  and  those  of 
Mr.  Morrell,  Mr.  Orth,  and  Mr.  Garfield  agreed 
to.  The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended, 
wa4  then  disagreed  to,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Schenck,  the  House  asked  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence, and  the  Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Garfield, 
Mr.  dmitfaers,  and  Mr.  Eernan  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  House. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  insisted 
upon  its  amendments,  agreed  to  the  committee 
cf  conference,  and  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Morgan,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  managers. 
Oa  the  twenty-second,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  con- 
&r«nce  committee,  reported  "  that  the  Senate  re* 
ccile  from  its  amendments  to  the  House  bill,  and 
a^ev  to  it  with  several  amendments.*'  After  de- 
Ute,  the  vote  was  taken  on  concurring  in  the 
repdft,  and  it  was  non-concurred  in— -yeas,  six- 
tetQ ;  nays,  eighteen.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Sher- 
con,  the  Senate  insisted  on  its  amendments  to 
the  bill,  and  asked  a  further  conference  on  the 
<li>»greeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses — ^yeas,  twen- 
tj-tight ;  nays,  eight  Mr.  Foster  moved  a  re- 
couuleratiun  of  the  vote,  and  it  was  reconsidered 
—jca^  twenty ;  nays,  seventeen.  Mr.  Sherman 
Oieii  withdrew  his  motion.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
<  'xiMKR,  the  Senate  reconsidered  its  vote  non- 
n«curring  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
cDflr«reoce — yeas,  eighteen;  nays,  seventeen. 
^te  «oie  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in  the 
conference  committeo*s  report;  and  it  was  agreed 
Ur— jtaa,  eighteen;   nays,   seventeen.     In  the 


House,  Mr.  Garfield  made  the  report  from  the 
committee  of  conference,  and  it  was  agreed  to — 
yeas,  sixty-six ;  nays,  fifty-five.  The  bill  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  fourth  of  July, 
1864. 


No.  LXXIir. — 7%e  Joint  Resolution  expressite 
of  the  Thanhs  of  Congress  to  the  Veteran  Sol- 
diers who  have  rehilisted  in  the  Army, 

In  the  House,  on  the  seventeenth  of  February, 
1864,  Mr.  Farns worth,  of  Dlinois,  introduced  a 
joint  resolution  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gre.ss  to  the  veteran  soldiers  who  have  rcenlisted 
in  the  army.     It  declared  that  the  thanks  of 
Congress  are  given  to  those  noble  and  brave  men 
who,  haying  so  gallantly  endured  the  hardships 
and  perils  of  war  for  more  than  two  years,  in 
support  of  their  country^s  flag,  present  the  sub- 
lime spectacle  of  again  voluntarily  enrolling  them- 
selves in  the  army  of  the  Union  for  another  three 
years'  campaign,  or  so  long  as  the  war  shall  con- 
tinue ;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  War  cause  the 
resolution  to  be  read  to  each  of  the  veteran  regi- 
ments who  had  reSnlisted,  or  should  reenlist 
The  joint  resolution  was  passed  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  first  of  March,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  Committee  on  Military  Afifairs,  to 
which  it  had  been  referred,  reported  it  back  with- 
out amendment  The  resolution  was  unanimous- 
ly passed,  and  it  wa^approved  by  the  President 
on  the  twenty-second  day  of  March,  1864. 


No.  LXXrV. — The  Bill  to  increase  the  Number 
of  Cadets  in^  and  to  raise  the  Standard  of 
Admission  to^  the  Military  Academy, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twentieth  of  December, 
1864,  Mr.  Wilson '  introduced  a  bill  to  increase 
the  number  of  cadets  in,  and  to  raise  the  stand- 
ard of  admission  to,  the  Military  Academy,  which 
was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee. The  bill  provides :  '^  That  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may  appoint,  in  addition  to  the 
number  of  cadets  heretofore  authorized  by  law, 
two  cadets  for  each  State  represented  in  Congress, 
who  shall  be  actual  residents  of  the  State  for 
which  they  may  be  appointed,  and  fifi;y  cadets 
to  be  appointed  from  the  military  forces  of  the 
United  States,  regular  and  volunteer,  who  shall 
have  served  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  one 
year.  That  no  person  shall  hereafter  be  admitted 
as  a  cadet  at  the  Military  Academy  who  shall  be 
less  than  seventeen  or  more  than  twenty  years 
of  age  on  the  first  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  his 
admission.  That  on  and  after  the  first  day  of 
July,  1866,  no  person  shall  be  admitted  as  a  ca- 
det at  the  Military  Academy  until  he  shall  have 
passed  a  full  and  satisfactory  examination  in  the 
following-named  branches  of  education  :  First. 
Spelling,  reading,  writing,  and  the  grammatical* 
construction  of  the  English  language.  Second. 
An  outline  of  the  physical  and  political  geogra- 
phy and  of  the  history  of  the  United  States. 
Third.  Arithmetic,  to  include  the  decimal  numer- 
ation, the  four  ground  rules,  the  tables  of  the 
standard  weights  and  measura,  and  the  coins  of 
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the  United  States,  England,  and  Prance ;  reduc- 
tion of  weights,  measures,  and  so  forth ;  vulgar 
and  decimal  fractions,  and  ratios  and  proportions. 
Fourth.    Algebra,  to  include  the  solution  and  dis- 
cussion of  equations  of  the  second  degree.    Fifth, 
Geometry,  to  comprise  the  principal  theorems 
and  problems  of  plane  geometry  which  treat  of 
right  lines,  angles,  triangles,  polygons,  and  fhe 
circle.     That  the  President  may,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Annual 
Board  of  Visitors  and  the  Academic  Board  of  the 
Military  Academy,  make  such  changes  in  the 
qualifications  for  admission  provided  for  in  the 
preceding  section  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 
That  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  July,  1866,  no 
person  shall  be  admitted  a  cadet  at  the  Military 
Academy,  nor  shall  any  cadet  receive  a  com- 
mission in  the  army,  who  has  not  undergone  a 
medical  examination,  and  been  pronounced  physi- 
cally qualified  for  the  duties  of  a  soldier."     The 
bill  was  not  reported  back  from  the  Military 
Committee. 

No.  LXXV.  —  The  Joint  Resolution  tendering 
the  Thanks  of  the  People  and  of  Congress  to 
Major-General  William  T,  Sherman^  and  the 
Officers  and  Soldiers  of  his  Command^  for 
their  gallant  Conduct  in  their  brilliant  Move^ 
ment  through  Georgia. 

In  the  House,  on  the  fifth  of  January,  1865, 
Mr.  Cole,  of  California,  introduced  a  joint  reso- 
lution tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Ma- 
jor-General  William  T.  Sherman.  The  resolution 
declared :  That  the  thanks  of  the  people  and  of 
Congress  be  tendered  to  Major-General  William 
T.  Sherman,  and  through  him  to  the  ofiScers  and 
men  under  his  command,  for  their  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  in  their  brilliant  expedition  through 
Georgia.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Garfield,  the  reso- 
lution was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afif^irs. 

On  the  sixth,  Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Military 
Committee,  reported  back  the  resolution  with  a 
substitute,  enlarging  its  scope  so  as  to  include 
the  campaign  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta.  The 
substitute  provided:  "That  the  thanks  of  the 
people  and  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
be  tendered  to  Major-General  William  T.  Sher- 
man, and  through  him  to  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  in  their  campaign  from  Chattanooga  to 
Atlanta,  and  the  triumphal  march  thence  through 
Georgia  to  Savannah,  terminating  in  the  capture 
and  occupation  of  that  city ;  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent cause  a  copy  of  the  resolution  to  be  en- 
grossed and  forwarded  to  General  Sherman."  The 
substitute  was  agreed  to,  and  the  joint  resolution 
as  amended  passed. 

In  the  Senate,  a  message  was  received  from 
*  the  House  announcing  the  passage  of  the  joint 
resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  the  people 
and  of  Congress  to  Major-General  Sherman,  his 
officers  and  men.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of 
Indiana,  the  resolution  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration. Mr.  Trumbull  moved  its  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiira    In  making 


the  motion,  he  said :  "  The  whole  country  ap- 
preciates— I  certainly  do— the  distinguished  serv. 
ices  of  Major-General  Sherman ;  but  I  think  we 
had  better  not  take  the  resolution  out  of  the 
ordinary  course."    Mr.  Johnson  declared  that, 
**  however  proper  it  might  have  been,  even  if 
there  were  a  uniform  rule,  to  make  the  reference 
suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  yet,  as 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  was  to 
take  the  resolution  up  that  it  might  be  acted 
upon  at  once,  a  delay  now  in  acting  upon  it, 
(although  I  am  sure  such  is  not  the  motive  that 
governs  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  or  would  gov- 
em  any  other  member  of  the  Senate,)  would  be 
considered,  perhaps,  by  the  public  as  an  intima- 
tion or  an  indication  that  there  was,  on  the  part 
of  some  ooe  member  of  the  Senate,  an  unwilling- 
ness to  award  this  tribute  to  that  gallant  officer 
and  his  men."     Mr.  Foster  said :  "  The  thanks 
of  Congress  to  an  officer  for  gallant  service  I 
deem  to  be  an  honor  and  a  great  honor ;  but  it 
is  only  when  they  are  cordially  and  without 
hesitation  offered.     If  we  are  to  hesitate  and 
higgle  about  thanking  an  officer  or  an  army,  I 
think  we  had  better  do  nothing  about  it.    T 
hope  we  shall  act  upon  this  resolution  without  a 
reference."    "  When  General  Sherman,"  said  Mr. 
Clark,  **cut  loose  from  Atlanta,  and  marched 
upon  the  coast,*  it  was  said  that  he  violated  all 
the  proprieties  and  rules  of  the  military  service. 
I  would  be  glad,  in  this  instance,  to  violate  the 
practice  of  the  Senate,  and  give  him  the  thanks 
of  Congress."    Mr.  Davis  said  the  vote  of  thanks 
would  have  more  moral  value  to  the  hero  it  was 
intended  to  honor  if  it  were  done  deliberately  and 
according  to  the  practice  of  the  Senate.     The 
motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  joint  resolution 
was  unanimously  passed,  and  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  teuth  of  January,  1865. 

No.  LXXVI.  —  7%«  Resolution  to  present  the 
Thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-General  Alfred 
H,  Terrify  and  the  Officers  and  Men  under  his 
Command, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth  of  January, 
1865,  Mr.  Dixon,  of  Connecticut,  introduced  a 
joint  resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Major-General  Alfred  II.  Terry  for  the 
brilliant  victory  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  it  was 
read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee. On  the  nineteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
Military  Committpe,  reported  it  back  in  a  new 
draft.  The  amendment  of  the  Committee  was 
to  strike  out  after  the  resolving  clause,  and  in- 
sert :  **  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  presented 
to  Major-General  Alfred  H.  Terry,  and  to  the 
officers  and  men  under  his  command,  for  the  un- 
surpassed gallantry  and  skill  exhibited  by  them 
in  the  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  and  the  brilliant 
and  decisive  victory  by  which  that  important 
work  had  been  captured  from  the  rebel  forces, 
and  placed  in  the  possession  and  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  and  for  their 
long  and  faithful  service  and  unwavering  devo- 
tion to  the  cause  of  the  country  in  the  midst  of 
the  greatest  difficulties  and  dangers. 
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*^Amd  he  it  furth&r  resohed.  That  the  Presi- 
deot  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  com- 
manicate  this  resolution  to  Major-General  Terry, 
and  through  hini  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  un- 
,  der  his  command.  The  amendment  was  agreed 
ta  The  joint  resolution  passed,  and  the  title 
WIS  so  amended  as  to  read :  **  A  joint  resolution 
to  present  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major>Gen- 
enl  Alfred  H.  Terry  and  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twentieth,  the  joint  res- 
olotion  was  reported  back  by  Mr.  Schenck  from 
the  Military  Committee,  to  whom  it  had  been  re- 
ferred, with  an  amendment  inserting  the  word 
*'  brevet "  before  "  major-general."  The  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to;  the  joint  resolution  as 
unended  passed ;  the  Senate  concurred  in  the 
amendment,  and  it  was  approved  by  the  Presi- 
deot  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  January,  1865. 

No.  LXXVn. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  present 
the  Thanks  of  Congress  to  Major- General  Phi- 
lip H.  Sheridan^  and  the  Officers  and  Men  un- 
der his  Odfnmand. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-third  of  January, 
1S65,  Mr.  Washbume,  of  Illinois,  introduced  a 
JAint  resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress 
to  Major-General  Sheridan,  his  officers  and  men, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  twenty-fifth, 
Mr.  Deraing,  of  Connecticut,  reported  it  back 
^Tjth  an  amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute. 
The  substitute  declared :  That  the  thanks  of  Con- 
:rress  be  tendered  to  Major-General  Philip  H. 
"^horidan  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
r^mmiand,  for  the  gallantry,  military  skill,  and 
courage  displayed  in  the  brilliant  series  of  vic- 
tories achieved  by  them  in  the  valley  of  the 
Shenandoah,  and  especially  for  their  services  at 
Cedar  Run,  on  the  nineteenth  of  October,  1864, 
Khich  retrieved  the  fortunes  of  the  day  and 
averted  a  great  disaster  ;  and  it  further  requested 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  communi- 
aie  the  resolution  to  Major-General  Sheridan, 
vid  through  him  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  un- 
der his  command.  The  substitute  was  agreed 
t'S  and  the  resolution  as  amended  passed — yeas, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-one ;  nays,  two.  In  the 
N-nate,  on  the  first  day  of  February,  Mr.  Wil- 
i*)r\,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
^hoin  it  had  been  referred,  reported  back  the 
j  Mfit  resolution  without  amendment.  By  unan- 
i'j)ou4  consent  it  was  considered  and  passed,  and 
^a^  approved  by  the  President  on  the  ninth  of 
Ftbruary,  1865. 

Xa  LXXVni.-^7%€  Bill  to  increase  the  Pay  of 
tU  Officers  of  the  Army  ^and  for  other  purposes. 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
1M5,  Mr.  Teaman,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
iQittee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
cnai*e  the  pay  of  officers  of  the  army.  The  first 
<«<i)Qn  provided  that  officers  of  the  army  should 
l«  exempt  from  the  tax  on  their  pay.  The  second 
ftction  provided  that  during  the  rebellion,  the 
Hv  proper  of  staff'  and  line-officers  of  the  army 
^>elow  the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  should  be : 


Colonels  of  infantry  and  artillery,  one  hundred 
and  forty  dollars ;  lieutenant-colonels,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  dollars ;  majors,  one  hundred 
and  five  dollars ;  captains,  ninety  dollars ;    first 
lieutenants,  seventy-seven  dollars ;   second  lieu- 
tenants, seventy  dollars;   colonels  of  all  other 
arms  of  the  service,  one  hundred  and  sixty -five 
dollars ;    lieutenant-colonels,  one  hundred  and 
forty  dollars ;  majors,  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
dollars ;  captains,  one  hundred  and  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents ;  lieutenants,  eighty  dollars  and 
thirty-three  cents.     The  third  section  provided : 
That  hereafter,  whenever  any  officer  or  soldier 
should  be  discharged  from  the  service,  except  by 
way  of  punishment  for  an  offence,  he  should  be 
furnished  transportation  from  the  place  of  his 
discharge  to  his  then  actual  place  of  residence ; 
or,  in  case  transportation  could  not  be  furnished 
by*the  Government,  then  he  should  be  paid  the 
actual  cost  of  travelling  in  money.     On  motion 
of  Mr.  Rice,  of  Massachusetts,  the  bill  was  so 
amended  as  to  include  naval  officers.     Mr.  Ross, 
of  Illinois,  moved  to  amend  it  so  as  to  increase 
the  pay  of  soldiers  to  twenty  dollars  per  month, 
and  it  was  agreed  to — ^yeas,  eighty-two ;  nays, 
thirty-three.     On  motion  of  Mr.  Farnsworth,  of 
Illinois,  the  pay  of  assistant  surgeons  was  in- 
creased to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars 
per  month.     On  motion  of  Mr.  Garfield,  the  bill 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

No.  LXXIX.— 7%«  Bill  to  increase  the  Efficien- 
cy of  the  Medical  Corps  qf  the  Army. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-first  of  June, 
1864,  Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  ef 
fidency  of  the  medical  corps  of  the  army,  which 
was  passed  without  opposition.  On  the  second 
of  July,  Mr.  Morgan,  of  New- York,  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  it  had 
been  referred,  reported  it  back  to  the  Senate. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-third  of  February, 
1866,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  it  had  been  recommitted, 
reported  back  the  House  bill  to  increase  the  ef- 
ficiency of  the  medical  corps  of  the  army  with- 
out amendment  It  provided :  That  the  medi- 
cal director  of  an  army  in  the  field  consisting  of 
two  or  more  army  corps,  and  the  medical  di- 
rector of  a  military  department  in  which  there 
were  United  States  general  hospitals  containing 
four  thousand  beds  or  upward,  should  have  the 
rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  cav- 
alry ;  and  that  the  medical  director  of  an  army 
corps  in  the  field,  or  of  a  department  in  which 
there  were  United  States  general  hospitals  con- 
taining less  than  four  thousand  beds,  should 
have  the  rank,  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  lieuten- 
ant-colonel of  cavalry.  This  increased  rank  and 
pay  should  only  continue  to  medical  officers 
while  discharging  such  special  duties;  and  the 
assignments  from  time  to  time  to  such  duty 
should  be  at  least  two  thirds  of  them  made  from 
among  the  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  of 
volunteers.     Mr.   Hale  desired  to   know  what 
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would  be  '*  the  increased  pay  of  these  ofBcers, 
and  how  many  of  them  would  be  increased." 
Mr.  Wilson  replied,  that  the  medical  director  of 
an  army  in  the  field  consisting  of  two  or  more 
corps,  would  be  increased  from  a  major  to  a 
colonel,  and  so  with  a  medical  director  of  a  mil- 
itary department  where  there  wera  United  States 
general  hospitals  containing  four  thousand  beds 
and  upward.  Wherever  there  was  an  army  con- 
sisting of  more  than  one  corps,  the  medical  di- 
rector would  be  increased  in  rank.  Some  of  the 
directors  of  large  armies,  after  being  in  service 
for  a  long  while— three  years — were  simply  ma- 
jors, with  the  same  rank  and  pay  with  which 
they  entered  the  service,  and  a  great  many  of 
our  best  surgeons  were  leaving  the  service. 
They  had  no  opportunity  for  promotion.  No 
service,  no  fidelity,  brought  them  an  increase  of 
pay  or  any  roward  whatever.  Many  of  th^m 
were  leaving  the  service  and  returning  home,  and 
it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  we  were 
getting  the  necessary  surgeons  for  the  army ;  and 
unless  some  action  was  taken,  a  great  many  of 
our  best  surgeons  would  leave  the  service.  It 
was  in  the  power  of  a  good  surgeon  to  render 
immense  service  to  the  country,  and  to  save  thou- 
sands and  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  the 
army  and  in  the  large  departments  and  hospitals. 
Mr.  Hale  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were 
ordered  on  its  passage — ^yeas,  twenty-five ;  nays, 
three.  So  the  bill  passed  and  was  approved  by 
the  President  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  February, 
1865. 

No.  LXXX. — Army  Beguter, 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  authorizing 
and  requiring  the  Secretary  of  War  in  connec- 
tion with  the  army  register  of  1865,  to  cause 
to  be  printed  and  published  a  full  roster  of  all 
general,  field,  line,  and  staff-officers  of  volun- 
teers who  had  been  in  the  army  during  the  re- 
bellion.    It  was  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  Senate,  the  joint  resolution  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs ;  and  on  the 
twenty-second  of  February  it  was  reported  back 
by  Mr.  Wilson  with  amendments.  The  first 
amendment  was  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
**  required,"  in  the  second  line,  to  and  including 
**  sixty-five,"  in  line  three,  so  that  it  would  road: 
**  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  authorized  and 
required  to  cause  to  be  printed  and  published 
a  full  roster  of  all  general,  field,  line,  and  staffs 
officers  of  volunteers."  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  The  second  amendment  was  after 
the  word  **  States,"  in  the  sixth  line,  to  insert 
**  at  any  time ;"  so  that  the  clause  would  read, 
''who  have  been  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States  at  any  time."  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  The  third  amendment  was  after  the  word 
*'  rebellion,"  in  the  sixth  line,  to  insert  the  words, 
'*  including  all  informal  organizations  which  have 
been  recognized  or  accepted  and  paid  by  the 
United  States."    The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


The  fourth  amendment  was  to  strike  out  in  t 
tenth  line,  the  word  "  fifty,"  and  insert  iti  li 
of  it,  'Hwenty-five,"  so  that  the  clause  wou 
read,  **an  edition  of  twenty-five  thousand  copie; 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The  fifth  amer 
ment,  was  after  the  word  '^  binding,"  in  the  i 
teenth  line,  to  strike  out  the  words,  ''  and  sh 
not  in  any  case  exceed  one  dollar  per  voluini 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  reso 
tion  as  amended  passed.  The  House  concurr 
in  these  amendments,  except  the  last  one.  T 
Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  receded  frc 
its  fifth  amendment  So  the  joint  resoluti 
was  passed,  and  approved  by  the  President  * 
the  second  of  March,  1865. 

No.  LXXXI.— 7^  BUI  far  the  better  Orgat 
tatioTk  ef  the  Subsistence  Department. 

In  the  House,  on  the  fifteenth  of  Decemb^ 
1864,  Mr.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  reported  from  t 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  a  bill  for  the  b* 
ter  organization  of  the  subsistence  departmei 
which  was  read  twice  and  recommitted.  ( 
the  eighteenth  of  February,  1865,  Mr.  Schen 
reported  back  the  bill  with  amendments,  whi 
were  agreed  to.  The  bill  provided :  That  duri 
the  continuance  of  the  rebellion,  the  Secrcta 
of  War  might  assign  to  each  geographical  mi 
tary  division,  to  each  separate  army  in  the  fic 
consisting  of  more  than  one  army  corps,  to  ea 
military  department,  and  to  each  principal  ^u 
sistence  depot,  not  exceeding  ten  m  number,  : 
officer  of  the  subsistence  department  to  act 
chief  commissary,  and  also  an  officer  of  the  su 
sistence  department  as  assistant  in  the  office 
the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  each 
whom,  while  so  assigned  and  acting,  should  ha 
the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel 
the  subsistence  department ;  and,- in  like  mann* 
might  assign,  for  purposes  of  inspection  or  otli 
special  duty  in  the  subsistence  department,  co 
missaries  of  subsistence,  not  exceeding  six 
number,  each  of  whom,  while  so  assigned  ai 
acting,  should  have  the  temporary  rank,  pay,  a 
emoluments  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  si; 
sistence  department ;  and  to  each  army  corps 
officer  of  the  subsistence  department,  to  be  ch 
commissary  of  the  corps,  with  the  like  rank 
lieutenantncolonel ;  and,  in  like  manner,  mi<^ 
assign  to  each  division  of  two  or  more  brigaded 
commissary,  who,  while  so  assigned  and  actir 
should  have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of 
major  of  the  subsistence  department:  Pro  rid* 
That  when  any  one  of  said  officers  was  reliov 
from  such  duty,  his  increased  rank,  pay,  a 
emoluments,  allowed  because  of  such  assign mei 
should  cease,  and  he  should  return  to  his  conim 
sioned  rank  in  the  subsistence  department :  A 
provided  further,  That  the  officers  authorised  ta 
assigned  by  the  act  should  be  selected  from  I 
commissaries  of  subsistence  who  held  comiq 
sions  or  rank  in  the  volunteer  service  only.     | 

The  second  section  provided  that  the  Pr« 
dent  might  appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  « 
consent  of  the  Senate,  as  many  commissaries 
subsistence  of  voluntoera,  with  the  rank  of  o^ 
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tan,  as  tiie  exigencies  of  the  semoe  might  re- 
quire. The  bill,  as  amended,  was  passed  with- 
oat  debate. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenfy-second,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
vbom  it  had  been  referred,  reported  back  with 
uoendmenU  the  House  bill  for  tho  better  organr 
ization  of  the  Bobsistence  department  On  the 
tweoty-third,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son, proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  and  the  amend- 
oents  reported  by  the  Military  Committee.  The 
House  bill  excluded  all  army  officers  from  the 
pramotions  provided  for  by  the  bill ;  and  the 
Committee  reported  an  amendment,  giving  at 
lost  two  thirds  in  each  grade  to  commissaries 
in  the  volunteer  service;  and  the  amendment 
w  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  the 
second  section  authorizing  the  appointment  of  as 
many  commissaries  as  the  exigencies  of  the  serv- 
ice might  require  was  stricken  out  The  bill 
as  amended  was  then  passed  without  a  division. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  March,  Mr.  Schenck 
mored  to  take  from  the  Speaker's  table  the  bill 
i^i*  the  better  organization  of  the  commissary 
department  The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
amendments  of  Uie  Senate  non-concurred  in. 
The  Senate  on  the  third,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son, insisted  on  its  amendments.  The  House  in- 
at<ted  upon  its  disagreement,  and  asked  a  com- 
mittee of  eonferenoe.  The  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  agreed  to  a  committee  of  confer- 
enoe«  and  appointed  Mr.  Morgan,  of  New-York, 
Mr.  Sprague,  of  Rhode  Island^  and  Mr.  Powell, 
tf  Kentucky,  managers.  Mr.  Morgan,  from  the 
cnmmittee  of  conference,  reported,  that  the  pro- 
viso should  read :  That  the  officers  authorized  by 
the  act  should  be  selected  for  each  grade  from 
the  commissaries  of  subsistence  who  held  com- 
missions or  rank  in  the  volunteer  service,  and  in 
the  regular  subsistence  department,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  each  of  said  classes  re- 
^pe^niv^cly  in  service  at  the  date  of  its  passi^. 
The  report  was  concurred  in.  The  House  adopt- 
ed the  report  on  motion  of  Mr.  Schenck,  and  the 
UU  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  third 
of  search,  1866. 

N*a  LXXXn.~7^  Bill  more  ejfectually  to 
fruvide  for  the  Ndtiojial  Defence  by  Bstab- 
liAin^  a  Cfr^form  Militia  throughout  the 
UniUd  8tate9. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  February,  1865, 
Sfr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  bill 
to  establish  a  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
^  nited  States,  which  was  read  twice  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

<Hi  the  twenty-second  of  February,  Mr.  Wilson 
reoorted  ft  back.  It  consisted  of  ten  sections, 
aod  provided: 

i^t  That  every  male  citizen,  or  person  who 
^  declared  his  intention  to  become  such,  be- 
tv«cu  twenty-one  and  forty-five  years  of  age, 
^^&^M  be  enrolled  in  the  militia. 

^  That  the  following  should  be  enrolled  but 
eiempted,  namely :  The  Vice-President,  judicial 
Mil  ezeooti>Te  officers,  members  of  Coogross  and 


officers,  custom-house  officers  and  dorks,  in< 
specters  of  exports,  pilots,  mariners  in  service, 
officers  who  had  served  three  years  in  the  army, 
navy,  or  militia,  soldiers  and  sailors  in  the  army 
or  navy,  artificers  or  workmen  in  the  armories, 
postmasters  and  assistants,  post-officers,  post- 
riders  and  stage-drivers  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  ferrymen  on  post-roads,  telegraph 
operators  on  duty,  Quakers  and  Shakers,  and  all 
persons  then  or  thereafter  exempted  from  militia 
duty  by  State  law. 

8d.  Idiots,  lunatics,  common  drunkards,  vaga* 
bonds,  paupers  or  criminals  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  serve. 

4th.  •  Arranged  the  militia  into  divisions,  bri- 
gades, regiments,  battalions,  companies,  and  bat- 
teries, and  enumerates  the  rank  and  number  of 
officers  to  be  attached  thereto,  also  the  number 
of  privates. 

5th.  Established  a  militia  bureau  in  the  War 
Department  for  the  carrying  out  of  all  laws  per* 
taining  to  the  militia. 

6th.  Designated  the  title  of  the  chief  officer  of 
such  bureau,  and  defines  his  duty. 

7th.  Secretary  of  War  authorized  to  appoint 
clerks,  and  classify  and  pay  them. 

8th.  Assistant  adjutant-generals  were  to  be 
appointed  in  each  State,  and  cooperate  with  chief 
of  bureau,  and  defines  their  duties. 

9th.  When  the  militia  was  called  out  or  ac- 
cepted by  the  President,  pay  and  pensions  were 
to  be  the  same  as  to  the  regular  army. 

10th.  Repeals  certain  acts  relative  to  militia 
then  in  operation. 

No  action  was  taken  on  this  bill  during  the 
remainder  of  the  session. 

No.  LXXXm. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  en- 
courage the  Employment  of  Disabled  and  Dis- 
charged Soldiers, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  February, 
1865,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  citizens  of  Boston,  praying  the  enactment  of  a 
law  preferring  the  appointment  to  all  inferior 
offices  of  persons  honorably  discharged  from  the 
military  or  naval  service,  submitted  a  report  and 
joint  resolution  to  encourage  the  employment  of 
disabled  and  discharged  ^soldiers.  The  report 
set  forth :  That  it  was  the  imperative  duty  of  the 
national  and  State  governments  to  give  the  pre- 
ference for  appointments  in  the  various  oivil 
offices  to  persons  who  had  been  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  military,  or  naval  service  of 
the  United  States,  or  who  had  suffered  perman- 
ent disability  while  in  the  service,  provided  they 
possessed  the  qualifications  necessary  to  prop- 
erly discharge  the  duties  of  such  offices.  The 
number  of  civil  offices,  however,  in  the  various 
departments  of  the  government,  though  large 
at  present,  bore  but  a  small  proportion  to  the 
number  of  persons  who  had  honorably  served 
their  country  in  the  field,  and  who  had  been  dis- 
abled by  wounds  or  disease  incurred  in  the  line 
of  duty.  The  great  mass  of  the  men  who  had 
served  the  country  in  the  army  and  navy  mosti 
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of  necessity,  engage  again  in  the  Taried  avoca- 
tions of  civil  life.  While  it  was,  therefore,  the 
duty  of  the  national  government,  in  its  civil  ap- 
pointments, to  give  the  preference  to  men  who 
had  been  maimed  by  wounds,  or  broken  by  dis- 
ease, it  was  the  sacred  duty  of  bankers,  mer- 
chants, manufacturers,  mechanics,  farmers,  and 
business  men  in  all  the  various  avocations,  to 
gfve  the  preference  in  all  industrial  pursuits  to 
soldiers  who  had  been  honorably  discharged  fW>m 
the  service  of  their  country.  The  joint  resolu- 
tion declared  that  persons  honorably  discharged 
from  the  military  or  naval  service  by  reason  of 
disability  resulting  from  wounds  or  sickness  in- 
curred in  the  line  of  duty,  should  be  preferred 
for  appointments  to  civil  offices,  provided  they 
should  be  found  to  possess  the  business  capacity 
necessary  for  the  proper  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  such  offices ;  that,  in  grateful  recognition  of 
the  services,  sacrifices,  and  sufferings  of  persons 
honorably  discharged  from  the  military  and 
naval  service  by  reason  of  wounds,  disease,  or 
the  expiration  of  terms  of  enlistment,  it  was 
respectfully  recommended  to  bankers,  merchants, 
manufacturers,  mechanics,  farmers,  and  persons 
engaged  in  industrial  pursuits,  to  give  them  the 
preference  fbr  appointments  to  remunerative  sit- 
uations and  employments. 

On  the  twenty- third  of  March,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  joint  resolution  was  taken  up, 
and  it  passed  without  division  in  both  Houses, 
and  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  third 
of  March,  1865. 

No.  LXXXlV,^The  Bill  to  provide  for  a  Chief 
of  Staff  to  the  Lieutenant- Oetieral  Command- 
ing tlie  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  February, 
1865,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for 
a  chief  of  staff  to  the  Lieutenant-General  com- 
manding the  armies  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee.  On  the  first  day  of  March,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  it  back  without  amendment 
By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill,  which  provided  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  might,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint  a 
chief  of  staff  to  the  Lieutenant-General  com- 
manding the  armies  of  the  United  States,  who 
should  have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a 
brigadier-general  in  the  United  States  army.  It 
was  passed  without  debate  or  opposition.  On 
the  second  of  March,  ^the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Schenck,  took  the  bill  from  the  Speaker's 
table,  and  passed  it  without  opposition.  It  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  third  of  March, 
1865. 

No.  LXXXV. — T?ie  Joint  Resolution  tendering 
the  Thanks  of  Congress  to  Major- General 
George  H.  Thomas^  and  the  Army  under  his 
Command, 

In  the  House,  on  the  nineteenth  of  January, 
1865,  Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  introduced  a  joint  reso- 
utioQ,  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Miyor- 


G^enJ  Ckorge  H.  Thomas  and  the  army  m 
his  command,  which  was  read  twice,  and  refei 
to  the  Military  Committee.  On  the  twenti 
Mr.  €kurfield,  of  Ohio,  reported  it  back,  wit] 
amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute. 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Military  Commi 
was,  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  resolv 
and  insert :  ^*  That  the  thanks  of  Congref;i 
tendered  to  Major-General  H.  Thomas,  and 
officers  and  soldiers  un^ier  his  command 
their  skill  and  dauntless  courage,  by  wbicl 
rebel  army  under  General  Hood  was  siizi 
defeated  and  driven  from  the  State  of  Tei 
sea"  The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
resolution  as  amended  passed. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eleventh  of  Febr 
Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Mi 
Affairs,  to  whom  it  had  been  referred,  re}] 
back  the  joint  resolution,  tendering  the  t1 
of  Congress  to  Major-General  Thomas,  wi 
amendment  On  the  twentieth,  Mr.  Bro\^ 
Missouri,  called  up  the  resolution,  and  prn 
an  amendment,  tendering  the  thanks  of  Coi 
to  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee.  The  amen 
was  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  ( 
twenty-first,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mi 
son,  proceeded  to  consider  the  joint  reso 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  it  was  amend 
adding  that  the  tl^anks  of  Congress  be  to 
to  Captain  S.  Phillips  Lee,  and  to  the  ofHci 
seamen  under  his  command,  for  the  skill,  ^ 
ry,  and  good  conduct  exhibited  by  them 
operation  with  the  land  forces  under  coi 
of  Major-General  Thomas  in  the  great  i 
cisive  victories  in  Tennessee  The  resolu 
amended  was  then  passed. 

On  the  third  of  March,  Mr.  Schenck,  fi 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  reported  b 
joint  resolution,  with  a  recommendation  i 
amendment  tendering  the  thanks  of  Con 
Captain  Lee  be  not  concurred  in ;  and  th(] 
ment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brown, 
from  its  amendment,  and  the  joint  resolu 
passed,  and  was  approved  by  the  Pres! 
the  third  of  March,  1865. 

No.  LXXXVL— 7%«  Bill  for  the  Better 
eation  qf  the  Pay  department  of  the 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirtieth  of 
1865,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  for  t 
organization  of  the  pay  department  of  t 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
tary  Committee.  On  the  ninth  of  Fel>r 
Wilson  reported  it  back  without  amenrl 
provided  that  the  Paymaster-Qeneral  .sb 
the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  bri^ 
end.  That  there  should  be  added  t< 
department  two  assistant  paymaster 
who  should  be  ex-officio  inBpector-<2:< 
the  department,  with  the  rank,  pay,  at 
ments  of  colonels  of  infantry.  That  tV 
ments  to  these  offices  should  be  uiad 
tion  from  the  officers  of  the  pay  d 
including  the  additional  payma^teri 
chief  clerkf  and  who  should  bave   lij 
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«typ»]nnMftcr-gen«ndfifthottldfif«  bolide.  That 
vbcoeTcr  •  ^agr  diiiri«t  sboidd  b»  published, 
fsr  tbm  ohMf;*  ol  wkidb  a»  «wiaUHii  ov  dnHiiy 
|»yiiuKtar^«iieiml  •konld  be  staiUble  ma  chief, 
tbe  SMre|MT«r  War  mighideteil  «^r  v»yiM«tor 
or  addill«nl  ps|nMle»io  dsk  the  dvtiee  of  each 
chief:  mai.  dartaig  the  eentiiMianoe  o$  eiieh  dft- 
tea,  tile  «ffio»  80  delriM  ahooM  teve  the  teok, 
efeMkneente  ef  •  4«puty  pejiMUiter' 
Tlni  the  fltige>iry  ol  Wer  ehould 
have  anlheiitf  to  deteul  ^oiloera  flf  tibe  pay  de- 
putaeat  te  da^  ee  iaapedtrs  ef  eneb  depart- 
ment;, iiiii  iiiimiilM  ffniii  at  Mf  iniii  fiine 

Od  the  tvaotf -ibwtlv  Mr^  8praga»i  ^^b  <be 
Committee  en  IGtitify  AWnim^  tft  whom  tlie  bill 
had  beea  •ecemaitted,  repertod  it  back  without 
imeDdmeBti  emd  on  hSm  metiaB,  the  SeaaAe  pro- 
cmded  ta  cooaidar  it  ilk  Sptagne  4Boved  to 
amend  tile  third  aeotion,  ao  that  two  thirds  «f 
the  appafaitBMDia-ahoald  be  fireta  the  veiuotaer 
paymaAtera,  and  the  ameariment  wanitpneed  ta 
Oo  Mr.  ^vague^a  matioa^  it  was  further  amend- 
«i  eo  lltfl  the  proriaiooa  ef  the  act  shaiild  cob- 
tmne  te  the  eaid  ol  the  war  and  one  year  there- 
after. On  the  tat  of  Marehi  the  Seoaie  pro- 
ceeded AnrtbBr  to-tfonaidar  tfiahiU,  and  after  de- 
bete  it  was  paaaed  over  and  not  aeua  taken  npi 
It  WM  twioa  mavad  by  Mz.  Spa^^iieaa  aaaaEWiul* 
BHOt,  hot  fnihid 

No.   LXXX:VO.r*^^  BiU  to  incorporate  t^$ 
Satwnal  MUUarp  and  NavaL  Aiylum. 

Id  the  Seoata,  on  the  twea^-eigbth  of  Febni- 
ify,  18d6^  Jf r.  Wiieoa,  fram  the  Cooamittee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reperled  a  bill  to  ipcoi^tkrate  e 
oational,  »^laM^.aad  nafral  aa^kim  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  totally  diaahled.  offiaeKa  and  men  of 
the  rctenlaer  loraaa  al  the  United  States,  which 
was  rea4  twioi^  The  hill  psovided :  That  Qeneeal 
Grant,  Admiral  Varragut,  Yiee-PreBident  Ham- 
lin, Andrew  Jehasoi^  V  ioe^^esident  elect,  Ohief- 
Joatioe  Ghaae^  Ifai  Staaton,  Secretaij  of  War, 
■ad  Mr.  WeUea,  8eQrelwy  of  the  STary,  and 
iiiaety«three  other  emiaeat  cattaaBs  of  the  coun- 
try ghaidd  be  m  body  eofpoaate  lor  the  purposes 
of  the  ad  That  the  oocporation  should  oensist 
of  one  hundred  members,  and  have  power  to  flU 
tD  vacancies  ereaied  bv  deaths  resignation,  or 
othmiae,  end  to  mahe  ey^laws,  rules^  and  rwo- 
iatioiis.  That  the  hnsinasa  of  the  eoffporatu>n 
ihoaki  he  lanaged  hy  ehoard  of  twelve  direct- 
ory a  pvemdeotto  two  viasipresidenta,  and  a  aae- 
retary.  That  the  board  «f  direoteas  should  have 
aothocHg^ te  froanaea aite  te  a militavy  asylum 
fer  oAon  and  men  ol  the  volanteer  foroea  of  the 
UmledStnlae^  vtohMl  been  ot  might  4hefeaAer 
be  totally  diaaUed  faf  ^nuoda  reaeived  or  sick* 
Doa  cBitnaated  while  in  the  line  of  their  duty 
during  the  r^aUan*  •  That  for  t\m  establieh- 
n«ii  end  anp9Qrinl>  this  aeylum,  there  should 
be  appHjiiiaCeil  ail  gjoppngin  or  fiaeasAjudgad 
agniMnlantev  aAeeiiii  aaidaen^  or  saaigBn, 
by  aailiBHa  ef  aanitiiniartiid  or  military  oom- 
anmini^ ell  -fMhUmmi  an  eaoonni  of  dwertion 
from  the  eaJuntaer  aeaeiai^  and'all  moneys  due 
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deeeaaed  volunteer  officers,  soldiers,  or  seamen, 
which  then  were  or  should  be  unclaimed  for  three 
yeafft  after  the  death  of  such  officera^  soldiers,  oi 
soamen,  and  all  doni^ons  of  money'  or  property 
by  any  persoi^  or  persons  lor  the  benefit  of  the 
aeyluni.  That  the  salectiQi^  of  the  site  for  the 
aaylum,  and  the  plan  of  the  buildii^pi  and  the 
ralea  for  the  general  and  internal  direction  of 
the  aaylMA  ehould  be  made  by  the  direotors ; 
but  no  selection  of  a  site  for  the  asylum,  or 
adoption  of  apy  plan  of  buUdiiu^  should  \h 
agreed  upon  until  after  the  sum  of  half  a  million 
of  dollara  shouhi  h«re  been  first  aubaoibed  or 
donatadi  and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  sud  cor- 
poratien.  That  the  pffioars  of  the  asylum  should 
oonsisl  of  a  governor,  e  deouty  governor,  a  aeo- 
retary,  and  a  treasurer;  ana  such  officers  should 
be  appeintad  from  the  nenaioned  offioers  of  the 
volianteer  Ibra^. .  That  all  Tolunteer  officers,  sol- 
diers, and  seamen,  who  had  served  during  the 
rebellion,  who  had  bean  totally  disabled  by 
wounds  reoaived  or  sickness  contracted  in  the 
line  of  their  dutf^  should  be  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  the  asyluBk  That  the  directors 
should  make  an  annual  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  asylum  to  the  War  Department,  which 
should  he  communicated  to  Congraea.  That  all 
inmates  of  the  asylum  should  be  made  subject 
to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war«  and  be  governed 
thereby  aa  if  thmr  were  in  the  army  or  navy. 

On  thp  first  ol  (larch,  in  the  Senate  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  WUeon,  the  bill  was  taken  up,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Hale  amended,  so  that  Coqgress 
might  thereafter  alter,. amend,  or  repeal  the  act; 
and  further  aittaade<^  on  notion  of  Mr.  Hen- 
dricks, ae^  to  make  it  a  corporate  body  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  It  was  t^en  passed  as 
amended.  In  the  H^use,  on  the  second  of 
Mansh*  the  bill  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's 
table  and  passed.  It  was  approved  by  the 
Pfewident  on  the  third  of  Manl^  I860. 

No.  LXXXVnt.— 7^^  BiE  to  amend  the  Mveral 
Acts  heretofore  passed  to  provide  for  the  En- 
rolling and  Calling  out  the  National  Forces, 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Januazy^ 
1865,  Jfr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  enrolling 
and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other 
purposes,  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  HilitaiiT  Afibira.  Oo  the  thir- 
tieth, Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with  an  amend- 
ment as  e  substitute.  This  substitute  declared : 
That  any  nerson  enrolled  and  liable  to  be  draft- 
ed, might- he  accepted  as  a  substitute  for  a  draft- 
ed parson...  That  no  person  owing  military  serv- 
ice should  be  exempted  from  liability  on  account 
of  furnishing  a  substitute  for  the  navy,  unless 
the  suhstit^  was  paesentfd  iu  person  to  the 
board  of  enrolment  and  was  accepted  by  the 
hoard. 

That  any  recruiting  agent,  substitute  broker, 
OK  o^er  person,  who  sbtf^uld  enlist  as  a  volunteer 
or  suhstitaite  ajoj  insye  person,  or  a  person  in  a 
condition  of  intoJ^ication,  pr  %  deserter  from  the 
military  or  naval  servioe^  knowing  him  to  be 
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That  the  Piwidint  is  MthoiiMd  to  Mlllt  or 
organiie  oat  of  troops  wirmAj  ia  the  Mrvieo^  aiz 
regimenti  of  volimteer  engiaeera* 
1  Thit  «ie  RmMent  to  MiUmriMd  it  ealist  tve 
addfUonid  omniNKiiaB,  to  be  edded  te  the  nol- 
mont  oTvolimteer  enginery  MMsed  oQder  6e 
lirtffWmiiof an  eet eyiMOted Ifaytweatietii,  ISMf 
end  the  reghBent  eltilf  be  oonsMeied  ea^  ef  the 

SimeBts  AVthoilied  hi  the  [iteoedteg  eeoliett  ef 
iMt 

ThKt,  ivlMnerer  e  rateent  Ib  tiM  FQgidv  amf 
ie  Tediieed  b«lof«r the  smfeHHi  mnnber)  ne  oiloer 
rinilt  be  efipBhitBd  In  wieh  legiiBeBt  bi^foedthoee 
neeesMry  ik  the  eoanuaidof  aoeh  i 


»> 


•od  ''mm- 


ef 
ell  lie. 


fedooed  nvn* 
ber. 

9h«t  ^VBlhv 
tnct  oflfgeone,*  ii4iite  hi  the 
the  Qntted  States,  ^hell  be 
bilityte  be  dnftiKh  And  the 
agreed  te^  On  ttotkm  of  Mr.  TraMbuH,  there^ 
solation  wee  inmided  bf  eddhv  as  a  neir  aea- 
tion :  l^hel  efBoert  by  breret  ta  ^  aegate  amy 
shall  reoeire  the  sane  pay  aad  atlewaaees  as 
breret  oflosrs  of  the  sane  ggade  tir  reak  ia  the 
Yolmteer  eeirimi,  and  ao  mare^  lia.  fipnpto 
mored  to  aneAd  it  by  addkiff  aa  emaadanntin 
seren  sectionB,  te  vetrgaaiae  ne  pe«r  departmeat 
of  the  amy ;  bat  tt  %aa  rriedea— yeas,  ten ; 
nays,  nineteen.  #n  aHPCiea  Or  Mr.  Leae,  of  Kafr* 
sas^the  resohitloii  was  anended  se  th«t»  when- 
ever the  head  of  any  baiaaa  ia  the  War  Bepnrt* 
raent  aoaealed  any  peeiHoaof  a  higher  nak  dian 
that  provided  for  bjHaw,  thea  heetmald  bedeemed 
as  having  vaoates  his  poMllioa,  and  shoald  be 
sabjed  to  detail  fbr  Held  aad  eilMr  diiU;  It  wee 
ftir&er  amended,  on  the  nelion  «f  Mr.  Maekalew; 
by  addhig:  **That  when  my  loHued  enrelmeat 
in  any  eongrssslonal  ar  draft  district  has  been  ab* 
tained  or  made 'prior  to  aayaateal  drawii^  of 
naaiee  from  the  enrohaeal  diulriuts,  the  oaota  of 
such  distriet  may  be  ed^asted  and  aupartienad  te 
Bueh  revised  enralnnnt^  iaotsad  af  Mag  ^WlM 
to,  of  based  upon  the  enrcdnent,  as  it  nay  haae 
"  stood  beftrerevtsion.**  On  notion  of  Mr.GrisMS^ 
the  resolQtioa  wia  amended  by  addiag,  as  a  new 
section :  That  no  person  owiag  niUtary  serviee 
shottld  be  eotempttd  from  liabMMy  to  pertom  the 
same  on  aocoant  of  tattii^ia^  a  aiiDstitiite  for 
the  navy,  aniess  the  substltcite  wal  presented  in 
person  to  the  board  of  enrohaent  by  whiA  the 
principal  was  flWtreHed.  The  Johst  veecAotioD,  ae 
amended,  was  then  passed. 

In  the  Hoase;  on  the  Hdr^  of  Mareh,  Ifr. 
Schcnek,  from  the  MilitKy  Oonnltlae^  repeated 
bade  the  Jdnf  resolQtien,  with  an  amendment  te 
the  Senate  amendment;  and  ffie  Hoosa proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolutfoii  and  the  amendsasats. 
Mr.  Sehenck  exphifned  thepronased  ameadftieats. 
The  Senate  amendments  provided  that  brevefelsd 
ofBcers  of  the  regaiar  army  should  be  phwed  ea 
the  same  fboting  as  brevetted  ofHeers  of  ttia  vol* 
untecern  that  were  not  iMowed  increased  pay  on 
account  of  brevet  rank.  The  Military  ComnM- 
tee  of  the  Honse  proposed  so  to  amend  it  as  ta 
allow  increased  pay  for  brevet  rank  for  legnfair 
and  volunteer  officers.    The  Milttary  Committee 


rsperted  in  fiivor  ofawthoriaing  the  War  Pepa: 
nent  te  transfer  offleers  from  one  branch  of  1 
servioe  to  another,  and  the  Oommitlee  also  repo 
ed  ip  #ror  of  r^asHag  the  aeventeenth  secti* 
of  the  aet  of  the  seventeenth  of  July,  1862,  a 
tharhdilg  tha  Presideat  te  dismiss  officers  wit 
out  theaentenoe  of  ooarttnartiais.  Tlie  Gomm 
tee  repetied  in  favor  of.  amen<fing  tlie  Seni! 
smaarfments  by  adding  several  seedons  of  t 
bill  paaasd  by  the  House  amendatory  of  the  c 
rolneot  acts.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Famsworth,  t 
taelftb  aeelioa  of  the  Senate  amendment,  inti 
daoed  by  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  which  would  ha 
rehired  the  removal  of  Gener^  Meigs  frt>ni  tl 
qaarteraiaster*B  department,  was  stricken  ot 
Mr.  Hahaaa  mavedaa  amendment  to  muster  o 
soldiarDi  with  their  regiments  er  batteries  w] 
were  ealiated  ia  1869  and  1863,  with  assuraac 
tliat  tliey  were  oalv  te  fill  the  unexpired  term 
their  regimenta  or  batteries  ;  and  the  amendme 
was  Mveed  te— yeas»  ninety «ene;  nays,  thirt 
one.  oeiapsi  amendments  to  the  Senate  amen 
ment  were  S|^^eed  to^  aad  the  Senate  amendmei 
aa  ameaded  waa  adopted.  The  Senate  non-coi 
carred  in  the  Hoaae  amendments,  asked  a  coi 
mittee  of  conference^  and  appointed  Mr.  liVilso 
Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr.  Buckalew  managers.  Tl 
House  agreed  to  the  conferencOi  and  appoints 
ae  msmgiiirni  en  tha  part  of  the  House  Mr.  Ga 
field,  of  Obia,  Mr.  OdeU,  ef  New-York,  and  U 
SooAeld,  of  Ptensvlvania. 

In  the  Hottse^  w.  Garfield  made  a  report  fro 
the  oonferenoe  oonmittee.  He  stated  that  ^^  tl 
House  passedf  a  few  days  ago,  a  joint  re80luti< 
defining  the  pe|r  of  ofileers*  servants.  That  joii 
raseluitioa  want  to  the  Senate,  and  in  its  place 
bill  of  thirteen  sections  was  sabstituked.  Tl 
Hoase  teak  that  bill  of  tbiiteea  sections,  adopt< 
the  first  eight,  out  off  the  remaining  five,  an 
added  twenty-thsee  seetions  of  its  own.  Thei 
were  thirty  points  ef  difference  between  the  t\\ 
Housee.  The  House  receded  from  six :  the  Sei 
ate  reoeded  from  twenty-two  \  and  in  plaee  of  tl 
two  others,  substitutes  were  agreed  on  by  tl 
ceaaaittee*  I  will  only  mention  the  points  c 
whiefa  the  Honse  reoeded,  and  the  two  modi 6c 
seetions,  as  being  of  interest  ta  us. 

'*  First,  ia  reference  to  bounties.  The  Hous 
ssotion  was  modified  so  that  bounties  should  t 

Kid  to  the  heirs  of  soldiers  who  were  killed  j 
ttle,  though  they  had  not  served  two  years 
and  sttob  boaaties  should  only  goto  their  widov 
or,  if  there  be  no  widow,  to  their  children,  but  she 
not  go  to  the  legal  heirs  generally.  The  Senat 
refused  to  agree  with  the  Honse  amendment  n 
pealing  section  seven  teen  of  the  act  of  July  sci 
eateenth,  1868,  authorising  the  President  sun 
marily  to  dismiss  officers  from  the  army,  nav^ 
er  marine  corpse  But  the  managers  of  the  cor 
friMoe  on  the  part  of  the  House  proposed  a  su) 
atitute  for  the  repesling  section,  by  which  t) 
power  of  dismissal  is  limited  and  regulated.  Tl 
msideat  may<i<tt  dismiss  an  officer ;  but  he 
required,  on  application,  setting  forth  under  oat 
Aat  the  dismissal  was  wyust,  to  order  a  trial  c 
the  officer  by  court-martial  on  the  chaiiges  o 
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oommissioDer,  constltating  the  enrolttng  Vwrd, 
shoald  not  be  allowed  mileage,  but  otij  traiM* 
pijitatioD  in  kind. 

That  there  shooM'tie  appointed  by  fbeFrwi- 
dent  an  assstant  proTost-marehal  mieral  for 
each  Stef^  who  shoilld  hare  the  mnk,  pay,  «ik1 
emolamdllts  of  a  llentetiant-odlonel  of  cavalry. 

That  II  abonld  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to 
engage  ftl  the  butdness  of  procnrfng  rwMtlB  or 
snbsdtoles  as  an  agent^  sulMitote  bM>k6r,  or 
othenvtae,  for  mon^  or  profit,  without  haring 
first  obteined  from  the  Se^etary  Of  War  aoifceg 
itj  in  writihi^ 

That  any  recntthig  agent,  rabstitiite  lififcef,- 
or  oth^  ptfaon,  who,  Ibr  pay  or  flhrfK,  shoidd 
enlist  or  ^nsed  td  be  enlteted,  afl  a  foliinteer  or 
subsOMe^  aqr  tnsane  person^  or  convfcti  op  per- 
son ufidiT  indictment  for  a  feTony,  or  person  in  a 
coDdhkA  f^  intoxication,  or  a  deaerler,  shonld, 
Qpon  odbTiction  by  any  eonrt-maitial,  btf  dfs- 
Wnorablr^fliambM  the  serrioe. 

Tha^  ID  addition  to  the  other  htwfM  penaHiea 
of  the  otme  <tf  (lisertion,  all  pofsens  who  had 
deacrtedy  vfao  ahonld  not  return  to  serKeeWHhfn 
»xt)'  dayt  alter  the  passage  of  this  ad^  should 
be  deemeS  to  hare  Toluntarily  relinquished  and 
f(rfeited  tfieir  rights  of  dnzen^lp  and  their 
ri^tB  to  become  citizens. 

The  bill  was  further  considered  en  the  iPgBty^ 
third,  twenty-fourtfi,  twenty-fifth,  tfwvnty-sixth, 
and  twenty-aerentl^  modified  and  amended  in 
beTeral  piuticMfrs^  and  paasedr— yeas,  eighty- 
three;  nays^  Ibrty-siz.  On  the  twenty-eiglm, 
it  was  read  tlHce  in  the  Senate,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  MlHtary  Aflbira.  .  On  the  first 
of  Man^  Ur.  Wilson  r^rted  It  back  wi#i 
unendndnti. 

In  fli#  BboMi  dn  the  ^^teeiKii  df  wiliiuwy, 
)1t.  SebBodL^  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
&irss  rqMirfcd'%  Joint  reaohitkli  declaring  and 
defining  the  lawln  relation  to  oflleers'  aenranta. 

Tbefaint  reeoKitlon  de^tf«d  the  meaning  of 
iU  prayndons  of  law  relating  to  sotdlers  employed 
bjT  ofllcera  as  leryants  to  be:  That,  for  eferr  bo1« 
ditf  thus  emploiyod  by  any  ofQcer,  there  ahovld 
be  deflnctei  mm  the  monthly  pay  of  snch  ofil- 
cer  the  fiiU  monthly  pa(y  and  anowancea  of  the 
soldier  00  eaployed;  that  no  oflloar  rinmld'he 
tllowal  any  greater  number  of  aenPtnta  thmi 
proHfled  hi  ^w,  nor  be  allowed  for  any  aeryani 
act  actaalqr  in  nia  empfoyment ;  timt  the  me^- 
wn  of  diowiaoa  for  pay  to  oflsen^  aanranta 


was  the  Bgg'df  aprlyate  soldier,  and  tfmt  no non- 
adhed  omce 


^mmmjd^^oa  oAcer  alfoold  be  "detailed  or 
ployed  to  Adl  M  a  seryant :  nor  afaotfld  any  pri* 
nu  adWfl*  h$  00  detafiw  or  aniptoyed,  ecoept 
villi  Ui  QfWfl  teaenib  The  Joint  Tesdiraon  waa 
psMd  wUhnlt  a  tf^^kNii 

hi  the  Burt*,  1MI  t)M  twentfetti;  tho  joial  r» 
ailatiim  irai  itfemd  to  the  Military  OomaMaa, 
»^m  l&o  tweoi^-^frd,  Mr.  Wilaon  reported  il 
bMk  gMlnif  mneoment 

Oq  fie  aaeood  of  Mareb,  llio  Smirtt  pnceoded 
to  eooMer  the  jofht  reaolMon.  Mr,  Wilaes 
tnoT^d  to  atrfko  out  all  ^  the  original  remii^ 
tMm,  and  bsert : 


oak( 


Mat  the  meaaure  of  allowanee  Ibr  pay  for  an 
oflleer'a  aeryani  lathe  pay  of  a  pri^Maaaldier,  as 
fixed  by  law  at  the  time ;  thai  ao  Aon^oammia- 
-aloned  oOier  ahaft  ha  dehiiledor  ompUyed  to  act 
as  a  ae^Mt,  aor  ahaU  any  prieale  aoMier  ho  ao 
detoHid  or  easpioyod  esespt  with  Iria  own  oon- 
aent ;  flkat  for  oaoh  soldier  eanployod  aa  ftaewant 
by  inyeAeer,  there  ahaU  bo  dedaotad  froaa  the 
moaMf  pi^  of  aneh  eliaer  the  fall  aioBth^  pay 
and  allowancea  of  the  soldier  so  eaaployod ;  and 
Ihat^  Insladlag  any  aaWisr  or  aoMlafa  aa  em- 
{do^ed,  no  aOoer  ahaM  bo  allowed  for  an^grsalar 
aomber<^Bunaala  Ihaa  ia  aawpraytdad  by  hMr, 
florboaHowadfor  any  amialaot  aataallyaad 
in  foct  in  his  employ.    That  noa^eoBMaiarioaed 
efloers  and  privaleaia  the  faianlaiir  aan  iaa  aball 
reeel^a  the  aame  amuaat  of  bathing  aa  aen^om- 
mIsalaaaA'ofihMia  aad  privalaaof  the  aava  arm  of 
teregnhwawBiy.    That,  if  a  aoldlor,  diaduMged 
for  woutMia  aaaalyeA  hi  battle,  die  hifoimreoehruig 
the  hMnty,  profided  ^  the  aot  oT  Manh  third, 
IMi,  the  baoa^  duo  &U  he  paid  to  the  follow^ 
laa,  aad  hi  the  ofiAer  fottowmg^  aad  to  no 
erperaon,  towH:  flbat,  to  tha  widow  of  each 
aaldieiv  if  tiieia  ba  oao;  aaaand,  if  there 
bo  nawMawv  then  to  tha  cfalldban  of  ouch  de- 
oosaad  aoidiar,  itero  aad  afaara  aMmi  thhrd,  if 
Boeh  aoldler  left  ndtlnr  %  widaw,  aaa-  ahild  nor 
ehildren,  then,  and  la  that  oaae,  aaah  boanfy 
ahall  bo  paid  to  the  foifowhic  peiaoaa»  pwrided 
Aey  be  reaideota.  of  iie  Umlad  Slataa,  to  wit: 
first,  to  hia  ftAea :  ««^  if  ha  ahall  aat  be  liflng, 
or  faaaabaadoaed  uiaaapport  of  hia  ihmilj^  thrni 
to  tfio  mother  of  aoeh  aoldier,  mid  if  then  be 
noMier  folher  sat  aa^ber,  Ihea  aaoh  haaaty  ahaU 
bopaidtathahrathflwaadaiBtMrietfthadeeeiaed 
soldier.  ffhatorerynaa-aaBsmlaaiaoed  otteer«  pri* 
yate^  or  alhir  ptfaon,  wim  haa  hoiB^ -or  abaM  here- 
after hs^  diaifoaiged  firom  the  army  by  reagon  of 
woatidbi  reociaal  in  halUa^  aa  akirndah,  oa  aioket, 
Olr  In  aotlaa,oahithateao»da^,  ahaUboen- 
tMed'to  reoeiva  the  aamo  hoaaty  aa  if  he  had 
asnred  oat  hia  «iU  tana.  That  all  faraaaaof  oolor, 
who  were  onhsted  and  mualared  inio  the  nahtary 
aorrfeeof  thaUaitadSlalM  m  gootb^Oarolina,  by 
aad  aoder  the  diamtmn  of  M^oTiGenHal  Hohter 
and  BrfgadieriOeaeHd  Soaton,  m  pmaaaacaof  the 
aathorl^foem  the  fleeaafory  of  War,  dated  An- 
gnat  twenty-fifth,  16«A,  *'that  the  peaaoaa ao lo- 
oeiye*ittto  oarrioa,  and  thefo  ofllsera,  to  bo  entitled 
to  and  reoaNa  tka  aaaao  pay  aad  lataona  aa  are  al- 
h>wed  by  law  to  other  yMuateera  in  the  aMviou;** 
apdinaaaij  uau^whaiiiftahafl  baamde  to  appear 
to  tha  aaHifoiilliB  of  thaflaantiry  of  War  that 
any  legiaNnt  of  oolarad  tnaeps  haa  bean  aMwtered 
intothe  aMrteaof  the  Uaited  8tate%  under  aay 
MaaMmeo  bf  tho  Praaidaoi  or  the  iaaratary  of 
War,tha*thonaa-oemmiooloaod  oiioera  and  pri- 
ef  aneh  ngimeat  aheald  ba  paid  tho  aame 
traopa  of  the  aaaae  arm  oC  tha  aetyiee, 
tkaaa  tha  dato  of  their  eidiahaan^  raaeiye 
the  aa^a  pay  and  attowaaoaa  aa  asa  allowed  by 
law  to  othir  yotaateera  in  tho  aiilitaiy  aarrioe ; 
aad  tho fieoratoryof  War  ahaU  mahaallneoea- 
aary  wgalationa  to  eaoae  payaMat  to  be  made  in 
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That  the  Pnsidflnt  is  Mthorf— d  to  MHlt  or 
organiie  out  of  troops  wirmAj  ia  tfie  aervieo^  six 
regimonti  of  volimleer  ongiaoora* 
<  That  «M  FPWfcteot  is  MillioriMd  i»  Mlist  «vo 
addftioMl  OMBfMnioB,  to  bo  oddod  to  tho  nol- 
Biont  oTfoluittoor  onglnOOrs,  MMOod  tiQdir  6e 
pravMonBDi  on  oot  oypiiiVOT  ln^4woRllen,  loMf 
and  tho  fo|fhneiit  slaill  bo  oonsMoiitd  oa^  of  tin 
roginofttB  anthoiiMd  in  tho  pnae&ng  sodfoii  of 
tMsaot 

is  Mdnoed  M<y«r  tho  miiOHHi  mmbor,  no  ofloer 
shall  bo  ofipBlfitBd  4n  ssoli  logiiBOBtbo^fuMlthooo 
nooesiar^fh*  tbo  ooBMBonQof  snoh  i 


FOwMOtt  nwn* 


bor. 
Viat  '^aethv 


i> 


and  ""oiB. 
of 
alllia- 


traet  onigoonB,*  iMl»  Hi  tho 
tho  lMte4  St«t08,  ^hall  bo 
UNtyto  bo  draAMk  And  tho 
agroed  to.  On  ttiotkm  of  Mr.  ^PpoMbnli,  the  ro^ 
solution  was  inmidod  bf  addte  as  «  now  aon- 
tion :  Thai  ofBoert  by  brerot  in  Ibo  f«i«te  amy 
shall  raoelvo  tho  aamo  pay  and  allovpseos  as 
broTot  ofloora  of  tho  saine  pndo  or  rank  in  tho 
Yolmiteer  ooirlmi^  and  no  moras  Mr.  fiprapio 
moTod  to  nmeiod  it  by  addinr  an  anMindwwnt<n 
Sevan  seotions,  to  fotrganiae  Sie  pair  dopartoNnt 
of  the  amy ;  bat  4t  %aa  nriocM— yoas»  ton ; 
nays,  ntnotoen.  #n  aMftion  or  Mr.  Lane,  of  Ka»- 
saSf  the  losonstlon  waa  amended  so  that^  when- 
ever the  head  of  any  bafOan  in  tho  War  Bepar6» 
meat  aeaepted  any poaWonof  a  Mgher  mnk  limn 
that  provided  ferbjHaw,  timn  liealwuld  bodaemod 
as  having  vaoatos  his  pooltton,  and  ahonid  be 
subjeet  to  deteH  fbr  field  and  oHmt  distvi  itwaa 
fiirtfier  amended,  on  tho  moHon  of  Mn  ftnekalon', 
by  adding:  «*That  wheie  miy  luHuad  enrolment 
in  any  eongrosalonal  or  draft  dhrtrict  baa  boon  ob* 
tained  or  mKdeinior  to  aayaatsal  dran4ng  of 
names  from  the  enroioMiil  djiiti'ltln,  tho  onota  of 
such  dietriet  may  be  adfasted  and  auportmned  to 
such  revised  eni^ment,  inotsad  of  being  epnlM 
to,  or  baaed  upon  tho  enr«Amont,  as  it  may  haiaa 
'*  stood  befhrerovfeion.'*  On  motion  of  Mr.GHsMS^ 
the  resolution  waa  amended  by  adding,  as  a  now 
section :  Tirat  no  person  owing  militny  eervieo 
shonid  be  earempted  from  tSaMHIy  to  perform  tlie 
same  on  socount  of  ta«iiAin^  a  anbstitttto  fbr 
the  navy,  nnless  the  substltiite  was  preaented  in 
person  to  tlie  board  Of  enrolment  by  whidh  the 
principal  was  enreMed.  Hie  Joist  resoliitiDn,  ae 
amended,  was  then  passed. 

In  the  Honse;  on  the  Hiir^  of  Mareh,  Mr. 
Schenek,  from  the  MItieary  OommiMae^  repeated 
back  the  johit  resolution,  with  an  ameiiimeni  to 
the  Senate  amendment;  and  tbe  Honswprooeeied 
to  consider  the  resolution  and  the  amen^BMnts. 
Mr.  Schenek  eYpninou  the  proposed  amendments. 
The  Senate  amendments  provided  thatbrevetted 
officers  of  the  regular  army  shouhl  be  phwed  on 
the  same  fboting  as  brefv^ttod  ofHeers  of  thovol> 
untecers  that  were  not  sMowed  increased' pay  on 
account  of  brevet  rank.  Tho  Military  OommM- 
tee  of  the  House  proposed  so  to  amend  it  as  to 
allow  increased  pay  for  brevet  rank  for  regular 
and  volunteer  officers.    The  Military  Committee 


in  Aver  of  aathoriiing  the  War  De 
mant  to  transfer  offioers  from  one  branch  c 
service  to  another,  and  the  Oonmittee  also  n 
ed  in  Aflror  of  r^aiihig  the  Mventeenth  8^ 
of  the  aoi  of  the  seventeeath  of  July,  186i 
thariaiqg  tho  Prosidaat  to  duimiss  officers 
out  tho  aentenoe  of  oonrtfnaiiials.  The  Co 
tea  reported  in  favor  of.  amencyng  the  S 
smoarfmanta  by  adding  aerval  sections  < 
bill  paaasd  by  the  Houaa  amendatory  of  t1 
rolment  aota.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Famswort 
taelltb  aeotioB  of  the  Senate  amendment, 
dooed  by  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  which  woul 
rsfiirpi  the  removal  of  General  Meigs  frc 
^aarterwanlar*a  department,  was  atrickc 
Mr,  Hohaaa  mored  aa  amendment  to  mus 
BoMiarn  with  their  regiments  or  batteric 
were  ealieted  in  1869  and  186d|  with  assi 
tliat  tliey  weaa  only  to  fill  the  unexpired 
their  regimenta  or  batteries  ;  and  the  amet 
waa  agreed  to  yeas»  ninety «0De;  nays, 
onok  So  mat  amendments  to  the  Senate 
ment  were  ei^^Md  to^  and  the  Senate  ame 
aa  aiaeaded  waa  adopted.  The  Senate  c 
corred  in  the  House  amendments,  asked 
mittee  of  oonferenoe,  and  appointed  Mr. 
Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr.  Buckalew  manager 
House  agreed  to  the  conferenceiand  u 
aa  mewigt'irni  on  the  part  of  the  House  j 
field,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Odali,  of  New-York, 
ScoMd,  of  Ptaondvania. 

In  the  Hottse^  w.  Garfield  made  a  rep 
the  oonforenoe  oommittee.  He  stated  t! 
House  paaaadf  a  few  days  ago,  a  joint  n 
defining  the  p^  of  oflkers*  aervants.  1 
naalutioa  wmit  tQ  the  Senate,  and  in  it 
bill  of  thirteen  sections  waa  aabstitut 
Hoase  teak  thafr  biK  of  tbiiteea  aectioni? 
the  first  eight,  out  off  the  remaining 
added  twenty-thvee  seotiona  of  Its  own, 
were  thirty  points  of  difference  between 
Houses.  The  House  receded  from  six  ; 
ate  reoeded  fiom  twenty-two ;  and  in  pi 
two  others^  auhatitutes  were  agreed  c 
oeaaaitteeL  I  will  only  mention  the 
which  the  House  reoeded,  aod  the  twc 
aeotiona,  aa  beii^  of  interest  ta  ua, 

**  First,  in  reference  to  bounties.     1 
aaetion  waa  modified  so  that  bounties 

Kid  to  the  heirs  of  soldiers  who  wer< 
ttle,  thou^  they  had  not  served  t 
and  snob  bomlies  should  only  go  to  tV 
or,  if  there  be  no  widow,  to  their  childre 
not  go  to  the  legal  heira  generally.  ' 
rafiised  to  agree  with  the  House  amc 
pealing  section  aaventaen  of  tha  act  o 
aateenth,  1862,  auChoriaing  the  Pres 
marily  to  dismiss  officers  n*oin  the  a 
er  marine  oorps»  But  tho  macuagers  < 
fsianoe  on  the  part  of  the  House  pro^: 
atitote  for  the  repealing  sectloD,  \>y 
power  of  dismissal  is  limited  and  rcgi 
nMdeat  may^tt  ^iBmias  an  officer 
required,  on  application,  eetting  fortV 
that  the  dismias^  waa  anjust^  to  ore 
the  ofScer  by  oonrt-martial    on   the 
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whkfa  lie  was  dbmiissed.    ffsoch  trkJisnotlltd 
within  fax  montbsftlter  the  appltpslkm  wm  madu, 


the  dismiMal  te  mftde  void    The  sectioo  of  the  flf  OongnM.    After  debate^  the  ameiMlBent  was 


8«M  tMRSfKMNBlion  free  of  tofl  or  o^her  ehai^ 
ezeept  in  mohcMee  m  had  been  modified  by  aot 


House  amendment  to  provid*  Ibr  the  trsnefer  ^ 
officers  ftt>m  one  oerpa  to  another,  ftem  one  am 
of  the  service  to  snoiher,  and  from  the  vohistitor 
serrice  to  tiie  regiAff  serytee^  the  House  recede 
from. 

^  Tbm  seetfoa  In  regard  to  doAaring  foreimers 
liable  to  dnUI  the  House  recede  from,  it  beng  of 
doubtAd  oonstitittiomilitr. 

**  The  sectibn  hi  regara  to  mcreaskiff  t^  Mf  of 
pfroTosi-fnaishals  snd  enrolling  offioeif  theSoiise 


hitt 


the 


**  Tite  aectfon  hi  regard  tcr  svbetitete  bfekers 
being  snttiorilM  by  the  Secretary  ef  War,  the 
Hoose  reoede  frin,  b^ieying  that  in  other  sec- 
tions of  the  MR  vti9  coantry  is  suffieient^  pro- 
tected  fr^m  lie  ^ils  of  the  subsMtate  broker  sys- 
tem. 

^  The  hot  secAm  of  the  bltl^  in  regard  toini» 
tering  oot  eiilisted  men  who  went  into  ^fehe  sery^ 
ice  to  fin  up  old  regiments,  we  receded  from,  not; 
howerer,  antfl  We  were  satisfied  that  the  Senate 
could  not  ht  hulhced  to'  recede  from  their  poai- 
lion,  d^oD^  a^BMring  mi^t  hnFolve  the  fiulore 
of  the  whole  bilL  The  managers  on  the  pari  of 
the  Senate  said  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  in- 
formed thenf  that  if  this  proTHDOn  were  adapted, 
it  would  take  Ibrtr-fiye  thousand  men  immedi- 
atelj  from  t&e  field,  and  thiB  very  much  im- 
pair the  eilcieney  of  the  armr  on  the  eve  of  a 
great  campaign.  In  view  of  all  w  circumstances, 
the  Committee  teoommend  that  the  House  recede 
from  that  aacaldmeDt**  Mr.*  Le  Blond,  of  Ohio^ 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  aeoeplance 
of  the  r^Mfti  'tnd  they  were  iyrdered,  and  being 
taken,  resulted— yeas,  seTenty-one;  says,  fifty- 
seven  ;  so  Hif^report  was  agreed  ta 

In  the  Seftali^  Mr.  Wilson^  from  the  commit- 
tee of  oonfeibnce,  made  a  report,  which,  afi;0r  de- 
late, was  tgive^}  to  without  i  division.  The  titie 
of  the  joiot  roMnution  was  changed  so  as  to  read, 
**  An  act  to  amend  the  s^toid  acts  heretofore 
passed  to  provide  ftr  the  enrolHng  and  caUinff 
out  of  Ae  noional  foroes  and  Ibr  other  purposes ;" 
and  it  wao  approved  by  the  {President  on  the  third 

ondi^iees. 

So,  LnUQX*— l%e  JSm  mahing  Apprapna- 
UamJ^  the  8mmp9H  qf  th$  Army  far  tK^year 
endm^June  tiUrHMk,  18M^oiM2/sr  other  pur- 


In  thoBtaMi  e#the  aorenteenth  of  J«iuary, 
18K5,  Mr.  Stevens,  from  the  Oommiitee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  4Misu|!port  of  the  army  for  the  year  ending 
June  tUriSathy  1866^  On  the  seven tb  of .  Febru- 
ary, the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  was  taken 
op,  and  Mr.  W)1soQ|  of  Iowa,  moved  to  amend  it 
by  add^is  nrovtHn  That  nO  mone^  appropriated 
by  the  act  rooald  be  said  for  the  porposeof  pay^ 
ing  aoytttilway  otepany  for  the  fanmeportatlon 
o'  properly  or  trSops'of  the  United  States  where 
such  corapatgr  might  have  accepted  a  grant  ef 
lands  from  Oongreta  apon  condition  of  furnishing 


weed  to^and  the 

in  the  Seaala,  the  bM  WM  referred  to  the  Oom- 
mlttse  of  Finanes^  and  tee  Oonmittee  saperted  in 
kvor  of  strikiegput  the  •proviso  forbk^g  the 
paymeDt  ef  mf  el  the  money  «pp«priated  by 
the  bill  ior  the  trasspertatiott  of  traops  over  the 
land  graat  ffaiiroad&    The  Somite,  tm  the  e%h- 
teenth,  prooaeded^o  the  osasMesatieAof  the  ImU, 
aedMr.  Oowan  sored  toameed  tber  proviso  so 
aote  leave  the  si^eeftiw  Mum  oiJIustmeBft  be- 
tweee  the  flovemmef  and  the  lailroada.    After 
debate,  ta  whieh  Mr.  8heRBan,.'lfr<  Jehnasii»  Mr. 
Howavd,  Mr.  WAson,  Mr.  Traiibtil»  Mr.  ^ewao, 
Mr.  Hendssioii,  and  Mr.  Qrimea  partisipated,  the 
proviso  and  ameadnient  were  mfcnnaUy  passed 
over.    Mr.  Wtlsen  moved  to  aasend  the  bill  by 
adding  as  ft  BOW  sactton^  That  from  «nd  alterthe 
first  day  of  Mareh^  ia«5,  and  doriag  the  ooaliau- 
anoe  of  the  rsbsMon,  the  O0BiBiSinHMi»  pvtce  of 
ofltoefs'  siibststenae  should  be  fifty  eents  per  ra- 
tieii ;  but  tfie  inerease  shsold  muk  opply  to  the 
commafeation  price  of  the  ralieii»  of  any  offi- 
cer above  the  rank  of  brevet  brigadier  geserai,  or. 
of  hny  officer  entitled  to  eammntaifeii  in  fuel  or 
quarters;  and  the  amendawBl  was  agreed  ta 
Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a 
nowseodon :  Thot  thereaftei^  dmng  thoeentinu- 
ansoof  the  rebellion,  thesa  ahoold  be  no  dediiC" 
tioas  made  fitnn,  or  income  tas  levted  upon,  i^e 
salary  of  any  ottcer  in  #ie  military  or  naval  serv- 
vico^  and  all  sets  or  parts  of  aem  inoensislent 
theiewith  weie  thereby  sapealod.  •  Mr.  Sberman 
oppo^  theaaModment^  shMu^  that  it  would  be 
pertinent  to  the  inoeme  tax  bill,  and  Mi;  Wilson, 
at  the  suggestieo  of  seeeral  sooatorsy  withdrew 
it    Mr.  Wilson  thensMood  to  add  a  nswaeotion 
fvoviding  that  all  oiioers  of  vohinteara  below  the 
MOk  of  brigadier-general,  whs  shonkl  oootinuo 
in  the  militisy  aervioe  io  the  doae  of  the  war, 
should  be  entitled  to  receive,  upon  being  mustered 
out  ef  ssM  service^  threeMtonths*  fi^  proper. 
Mr.  Howe  moved  to  amend  it  by  hMar&ig  ^*now 
in  comsiission**  afterthe  word  **volonteerB ;"  and 
the  motion  was  agreed  ta.    The  amendment  as 
amended  was  sdopted— yeas,  (Naaaty-foiir  |  nays, 
not  counted.    Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  add  as  a  new 
seetion,  That  eomaaissionod  oAosm  o^  the  army, 
serving  m  thefield,  should  thereaftsrbefermitted 
to  pHohaae  rations  Ibr  their  own  us^  on  credit, 
ilrom  any  commissary  of  subaisteno%  at  cost  prioes, 
and  the  amooni  dna  for  rofioas  so  psrohsaed 
shosid  be  seported*  monthly  to  the  P^ymaoter- 
General,  to  be  dedosted  fiNmi  tho  poyment  next 
foUowing  such  purehaae ;  audit  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  ftnUier  toomand  the  bill  by 
adding  as  anoiroeoiM,  *'  That  the  FaesUant  may 
appoint,  in  addilbn  to  the  nnmberofoadets  here- 
tofore authorised  by  law,  from  anumf  the  orphan 
chUdren  of  ofiloim  or  soldiers  who  hnre  been 
or  may  he  killed  in  battle,  or  who  ham  died  or 
may  die  of  disease  inousred  in  the  line  of  dutv 
during  tiie  present  rebellion,  two  cadets  for  9tyoa 
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Steto  npreoented  in  GongreM,  who  ■ball  boMta«l 
rMidento  of  the  Steto  for  which  th^  may  be  ap* 
pointed ;  and  filly  oadeta,  to  be  appoialed  firon» 
the  mililHy  faoea  of  tiM  United  States,  nKuiar 
and  Toluntear,  who  shall  have  sflrred  for  a  paiiod 
of  not  lass  th«n  nine  oMotlMb*'  The  amendoMftt 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  8h«nuui  and  Mr.  Howardi 
andr^eotsd.  .  * 

Mr.  WilsoK  thsn  moved  to  add  a^new  aeelioa 
providing :  That  the  fleoretMry  ef  War  be  aethor- 
ized  and  dieastod  iocause  tebesoo  to  be  finmiahed 
to  the  eolistad  SMBvf  the  amy  at  eos^  prices,  ex- 
clusive of  the  east  of  tnaispartatioB,  In  euoh  qoan* 
titles  as  thsf  mm  lequire,  twi  sKoeeding  sixtean 
oonoss  psr  moftth,  and  4he  aaaoiiDt  doe  thessfor 
shoidd  lie  deduetsd  from  their  psiy  in  the  same 
mamier  as  provided  for  the  settlamesrt  of  cleUung 
aooouols;  and  it  was  sgrosd  to«i  Mvtt  Sprsguo 
moved  to  amend  the  biH  by  adding  six  new  sec* 
tions  organMng  the  pay  depertmsnt  of  the  armgr; 
batitwaaimeelsd.  The  amandswint  teetwka  oai 
the  pwviso  forbiddhig  the  payment  ef  any  el  the 
money  appeeprisilsd  to  land  grafti  railroads  was 
again  taken  up,  the  pending  qiMsHen  being  on 
Mr.  Gowsn's  amendment  to  it  After  farther  de> 
bate,  the  vote  was  taken  on  Mr.  Oewaa's  amend- 
menti  and  H  was  lest  yeas,  nine  $  naye^  twenty- 
seven.  The  vole  was  then  tahen  on  striking  ont 
the  pfsvlso,  and  it  waa  ageeed  te^^yeas,  thirty ; 
nays,  Ave:  On  motion  of  Mr.  Trumball,  the  bill 
was  fartheramsnded  froaiwfifteen ;  naya,twelve«* 
by  adding  as  a-new  sestion :  ^  TImt  all  laws  and 
parts  of  lavrSi  or  regulations  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, which  give  dditienal  pay  er  rank  to  offi- 
cers ef  the  r^alar  amy  over  officers  in  the  vol- 
unteer service  of  the  saaw  ranlc,  are  hereby  ce* 
pealed."  The  hill  as  amended  was  pasiBed  with* 
out  a  division. 

In  the  Honse^  en  the  twsnty^oeonth  of  Febru- 
ary, on  motfcm  of  Mr.  Stseens,  the  bill  was  taken 
up,  and  the  Senate  amsndmentSi  exciting  the 
amendment  euthoriidi^  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
furnish  tebaeoo  to  the  soldiera,  were  non-ooiicnr- 
redin. 

The  Senal^  on  motisM  of  Mr.  Sherman^  insist- 
ed upon  Hs  amendmsnts,  asked  a  committee  of 
conference,  and  appoiiilsd  Mn  Cowan,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, and  Mr.  Carlisle  confcrecs.  The  House 
agreed  to  llie  eosMnittee  of  vcnliBrence}  and  the 
Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Wilson^  of  Iowa,  Mr.  Stev- 
ens, of  Penniyhmoia,  and  Mr.  James  0.  Alien,  of 
Illinois^'  managsMk  Mr.  Wilson  was  excused  from 
serving  on  the  csmmittea,  aad  Mr.  Washbwme, 
of  lUlnola,  wasjippeinted. 

On  the  first  el  March,  Mrt  Cowan,  firom  the 
oonmdttce  of  centeenoe,  rspcited  thai  the  iosbi- 
mittee  had  rsesmsnunded  -that  the  Senate  recede 
fixmi  the^  fourth  amendment  That  the  House 
of  Rcpresentatlvea  vscede  from  their  disagreement 
to  the  second  and  thaed  amendmentaof  the  Sen- 
ate.. That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  ameadsMntof  the  House  to  the  sixth 
amendmenl  of  the  Senate,  and  a^ee  to  the  same. 
That  the  -Honse  recede  fitun  their  dissgreement 
to  the  fliat  amendment  of  tlie  Sonata,  and  agree 
to  the  same  with  amendments,  as  follows :  In 


line  three  of  said  amendment  to  s 

words  ^'any  railroad,^*  and  insert  ii 
the  words,  **  the  Illinois  Central  Ri 
to  strike  out  all  of  sead  amendment ; 
*'  SUtes''  in  line  five ;  and  that  the 
to  the  same  as  so  modified.  Mr.  *! 
posed  the  acceptance  of  the  roport^ 
bate,  the  vote  was  taken,  and  it  was 
red  in — ^yeas,  thirteen  $  nays,  twen 
motion  <tt  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Senat 
sisted  on  its  amendments,  asked  o 
ferenc^  and  appointed  Mr,  Trumb 
well,  and  Mr.  Powell  conferees, 
agreed  to  a  committee  of  conferer 
Speaker  appcfaited  Mr.  Wilson,  of  lo 
man,  of  Lidiansi  and  Mr.  Pavis,  o. 
managers. 

On  the  third  of  March,  Mr.  Wils 
committee  of  conference,  made  a  r 
House  recommending  the  same  acti( 
mer  eoouni  ttea  of  oonfcrence,exoeptir 
ment  in  regard  to  land  grant  railroa 
the  committee  would  net  agree.  0 
Mr,  Wilson*  the  House,  by  a  vote  of 
to  sixty-one,  agreed  to  the  Senate 
striking  out  the  proviso  relating  to  ra 
an  amendment  providing  that  no  n 
priated  by  the  act  should  be  used  for 
of  paying  the  Illinois  Central  Rallroi 
for  the  transportation  of  the  propei 
Of  the  UnUed  States.  The  House  vc 
to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  c< 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Hou 
Senate,  Mr.  Trumbull  made  a  report 
concurred  in.  Mr.  Trumbull  then 
the  Senat#  dissgree  to  the  House  ao 
the  Senate  amendment  striking  out 
relative  to  the  land  grant  railroadi 
further  conference.  The  motion  wa 
and  Mr.  Hania,  Mr.  Howe,  and  Mr. 
appointed  managers  The  House 
further  oonferenoe,  and  the  Speake 
Mr.  Thayer,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Moi 
and  Mr.  Kernan,  of  Si^ew-York,  mam 

Mr.  Thayer  reported  to  the  Hou 
committee  of  conference  could  not  a| 
moved  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
of  the  Senate,  striking  out  the  proris 
land  grant  railroads,  with  an  amendm( 
the  matter  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  a 
Mr.  Morrill,  of  Vermont,  moved  tba( 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the 
of  the  Senate,  and  it  was  agreed  to— 
three ;  nays,  forty-seven.  So  the  bill 
was  approved  by  the  President  on  t) 
March,  1865. 

No.  XC.—The  Joint  Retolutum  U 
EnlUtments  by  wiahinff  Free  the 
Children  qf  Colored  Soldien, 

On  the  thirteenth  of  December,  18( 
son,  of  Massachusetts^  introduced  int< 
a  joint  resolution  to  enooursgs  enlis 
promote  ttte  efficiency  of  the  militarj 
foncea,  by  making  free  the  wives  and 
persons  who  had  been  in,  or  might  I 
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into,  thA  MTTice  of  tlie  Uniled Stot6«.  Th^rMo^ 
lutioa  was  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Militanr 
Affairs  and  was,  on  the  fourteenth,  ruiortedback 
to  the  Senate^  whkh,  on  motion  of  iir,  Wilson, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  nsolution. 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  moved  its  reference  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee.  Mr.  Wilkinson,  of 
Minnesota,  hoped  it  would  not  be  referied;  "  the 
resolution  oi^t  to  be  passed  immediately.  ISr. 
Wilsoa  hoped  the  resolution  would  not  be  refer- 
red to  any  coaunittee%  ^  The  needs  of  the  coun- 
try,**  he  said,  **  more  than  justice  or  humanity, 
have  weaponed  the  hand  ef  the  alaveb  Let  us 
hasten  the  enactment  of  this  beneflcent  measure, 
inspired  by  patriotism  and  hallowed  bv  justice 
and  humanity;  so  that,  ere  merry  Christmas 
shall  come,  the  intelligence  shall  be  flashed  Qver 
the  land,  to  cheer  the  hearts  of  the  nation's  da- 
fendera,  and  arouse  the  manhood  of  the  bondman, 
that  oo  the  forehead  of  the  soldier's  wife  and  the 
soldiers  child  no  man  can  write  slavsw"  Mr.  Henp 
dhcks,  of  Indii^na,  was  **  no^  able  to  see  how,  un- 
der the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Coo- 
grej^s  can  free  the  scrrant  who  is  held  to  service 
by  the  laws  of  a  Stata"  Mr.  Powell,  of  Ken- 
tucky thought  the  resolution  was  '*  palpably  un- 
constitutional." 

On  the  twentieth^  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
si  rieration  of  the  resolution.  Mr.  Davis  declared 
that  **  the  great  andprincipal  effect  of  this  reso- 
lution would  be  in  Kentucky,  and  upon  her  peo- 
ple." 

Tlie  Senate,  on  the  fifth  of  January,  1865,  re- 
sumed the  consideration,  the  pending  question 
being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  to  refer  it  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee.  Mr. .  Wilson  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered.  Mr. 
Doolittle  *^  would  Fote  to  refer  it  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee."  lib^  Saulsbury  would  **  main- 
tain the  doctrine  that  not  only  have  you  not  the 
power  to  decree  the  freedom  of  wives  and  child- 
ren of  negroes  who  volunteer  in  your  »fm^j  if 
they  are  from  States  where  slavery  is  recognized, 
but  you  cannot  give  permanent  freedom  to  the 
negro  volunteer  i£  he  be  a  slave."  ^  All  must 
confess,"  said  Mr,  Sumner,  of  Maesachusetts, 
^  tlie  humanity  of  the  proposition  to  enfranchise 
the  &milies  of  colored  persons  who  have  borne 
&n]]&  for  their  country.  There  is  no  aiigumen^ 
whether  of  reason  or  of  l^imanity,  for  the  enfhm- 
chiAement  of  the  soldiw  which  does  not  plead 
equally  for  that  of  his  fiunily.  Xa^,  more :  I 
know  not  how  we  oao  expect  a  blessing  on  our 
irms  while  we  fail  to  pecform  this  duty."  The 
queiition  was  then  tasen  on  the  motion  to  refer, 
and  it  was  lost — yeas,  fifteen ;  nays,  nineteen. 

On  the  ninth,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
Bi'kration  of  the  resolution,  and  Mr.  Saulsbury 
roude  an  ^abora(e  speech  sgainst  its  passage. 
Mr.  Davis  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  so  as 
to  make  its  operatioa  prospeetivei  Mr.  Clark,  of 
New-Hampshire,  hoped  Hr»  Davis's  amendment 
'*  would  not  be  agreed  to,  and  that  we  shall  not 
Only  set  free  the  wiYes  and  children  of  soldiers 
who  may  hereafiter  be  enlisted,  but  the  wives 
and  children  of  those  who  have  already  gone  into 


the  senrioe  of  the  conatry."  *'  This  is  the  first 
time,"  said  Mr.  Davis,  ^'  I  have  ever  ventured  to 
utter  a  voice  u  tiie  name  of  humanity  in  the  Sen- 
ate ;  but  in  the  name  of  humanity — ^humanity  to 
a  degraded  and  helpless  raoe  o£  beings  who  are 
unable  to  aipport  tiiemaelTes  — I  protest  that 
th^  shall  not  be  deprived  of  the  support  which 
their  masters  and  owners  are  bound  by  the  laws  to 
afford  to  them,  and  that  the^  shall  not  be  thrown 
helpless  upon  the  world,  without  any  means  of 
supporting  themselves*"  *^I  have  noticed,"  said 
Mr.  Pomeroy,  of  Kansas,  *'  that  men  who  are  argu- 
ing in  the  interest  of  slavery  always  resist  eman- 
dnation  until  the  very  last  moment^  and  then, 
when  the  moment  oomes,,  Uiey  say  it  would  be  a 
great  relief  to  the  owners  of  this  property  to  get 
rid  of  it;  that  i^ cannot  take  cave  of  itsall^  and 
humanity  comes  in  and  uleads  that  some  appro- 
priation may  be  made  to  support  ^is  class  of  in- 
dividuals^ who  are  so  helpless,  and  bo  inefficient, 
and  so  worthless.  These  people  have  a  wonder- 
ful &ci]i4y  for  taking  cere  of  themselves,  and 
adapting  themselves  to  any  condition." 

Mr.  Wade,  of  Ohio,  followed  in  an  earnest  and 
effective  speech  in  £avor  of  the  immediate  passage 
of  the  measure.  Mr.  Johnson  of  Mi«yland, 
could  not  vote  for  the  rasolution,  because  he  was 
ftdly  under  the  impression  that  Congress  had  no 
authwity  to  pass  it  Mr.  Wilson  said  that  Mr. 
Davis,  when  he  declared  that  we  should  turn 
poor  wives  and  children  out  on  the  world  with- 
out support,  **  forgets  that  we  clothe  and  feed 
the  husband  and  father,  and  pay  him  sixteen 
dollars  a  month,  and  with  that  pay  he  can  sup- 
port his  wife  and  his  children.  Make  them  free, 
and  not  only  will  his  wages  g»  to^  their  support, 
but  tha  kbor  of  their  own  hands  will  go  to  their 
support"  The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Davis 
was  then  rejected,  withimt  a  count  Mr.  Powell 
then  moved  :  **  That  no  slave  shall  be  emanci- 
pated by  virtue  of  this  resolution,  until  the  own- 
er of  the  slave  or  slaves  so  emancipated  shall  be 
paid  a  just  compensation."  Mr.  Powell  then  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  in  favor  of  this  amendment, 
and  in  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion in  aav  form.  He  closed  his  speech  by  de- 
manding the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  amendment, 
and  they  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  re- 
sulted— ^yeas,  seven ;  nays,  thirty.  Mr.  Sauls- 
bury then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  that  its  provisions  **  shall  not  apply  to  or 
be  eperative  in  any  State  that  has  not  assumed 
to  accede  from  the  Union;"  hut  tbisjuaendment 
was  rejected.  The  question  on  the  passaga  of 
the  resolution  was  then  tafceii — ^yeas,  twenty- 
seven;  na^s,  ten  ^  so  the  joint  resolution  to 
make  free  the  wives  and  children  of  colored  sol- 
diers received  the  sanction  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States. 

hi  th^  Honse  of  fiepreseDtatives,  the  resolu- 
tion waa  refonad  to  the  Comqaittee  en  the  Judi- 
ciary. On  the  twenty-second  of  February,  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Iowa,  reported  it  without  amendment 
**  Does  the  genUemaa  believe,"  inquired  Mr.  Mal- 
lery,  of  Kentudcy,  V  that  Congress  has  the  con- 
stitutional power  to  pass  such  a  law  ?"     **  I  have 
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always  beUeTed,"  replied  Mr.  WHflon,  "  that  tlie 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  time  of  war, 
when  it  was  neoesssry  to  make  our  population 
most  eiBPectiTe  for  the  purposes  of  war,  has  ^e 
power ;  and  has  th6  power  to  Hberaete  slaves  by 
conffressional  enactment.''  Mr.  Harris,  of  Mary- 
land, was  fidly  oonTinoed  that  this  measure  was 
presented  and  pressed,  not  to  get  soldiers ;  but 
**  it  is  fbr  the  purpose,  and  that  onlf ,  of  interfer- 
ing with  and  ahoHshing  the  institution  called 
slayery."  Mr.  Wilson  would  tell  tiie  gentleman 
the  purpose  of  this  act.  **  To-day,  in  the  fbre- 
front  of  your  army,  are  thousands  df  colored  men 
risking  ererything  for  the  salvation  of  ^is  re- 

Sublie.  Ana,  sir,  tiiis  republic  cannot  afford  to 
isgraoe  itself  in  the  eyes  of  the  cirflized  world 
by  sending  these  men  out  to  fight  its  battles, 
and  ehaininff  at  home  their  wires  and  children 
in  that  bondage  which  is  worse  than  death.  It 
would  be  a  dismce  never  to  be  wmed  from  the 
face  of  this  nation  if  we  should  permit  this  wrong 
to  oontinue.''  Mr.  Harris  moved  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  laid  on  the  table  —  yeas,  sixty-six ;  nays, 
seventy-seven.  The  ouestion  was  taken,  and  it 
was  decided  ia  the  affinnative  —  yeas,  seventy- 
four  ;  nays,  sixty-three.  So  the  foint  resolution 
making  free  the  wives  and  children  of  colored 
soldiers  passed,  and  received,  on  the  third  of 
March,  1805,  the  approval  of  the  President. 

Some  months  afterward,  General  Palmer,  com- 
manding the  department  of  Kentucky,  said  in  a 
public  report,  that  seventy  thousand  women  and 
children  had  been  made  free  by  the  passage  of 
this  resolution. 

No.  XCL-^MilUary  CotffitmuUiofU  in  ths  Senate, 

During  the  rebellion,  the  Thirty-seventh  and 
Thirty-eighth  Congresses  actedupon  ten  thousand 
eight  hundred  and Yiinety-one  military  nominations, 
ranging  from  second  lieutenants  up  to  Lieutenant- 
Qeneral  Grant.  These  nominations  imposed  upon 
l^e  Committee  on  MiKtary  Affairs  vast  labors,  and 
required  much  time  and  attention  of  the  Senate. 

Doc.  2. 

BATTLE  OF  FKEDERICKSBURG. 

BEFOKT  OF  LIEDT.-GSNSILU.  LONOttTRSST. 

Headquarters  First  Arht  Corps,  A.  TK,  V., ) 

NjBAR  FBBI»BRICKaB0»O,  YA.,  DoO.  90,  1880.      S 

Briffodier^enerBl  B.  H,  OhilUm,  Aseiskmi  Ad- 

jviant  €md  Inepeehr-'^tnerai  t 

OsmBRAL:  Upon  my  arrival  at  Frederioka- 
burg,  on  the  nineteenth  of  November,  the  troops 
of  this  command  were  assigned  to  positions  as  fol- 
lows, viz. !  MoLawB^  divfsioa  upcui  tiie  heights 
immediately  behind  the  city  and  south  of  the 
Telegraph  road ;  Anderson's  division  on  McLaws's 
left,  ana  occupying  th*  heights  as  fbr  as  Taylor's 
hill  on  the  Bappahannoclc ;  PtekefA's  division  <m 
McLaws's  right,  and  eztending  to  the  rear  along 
the  margin  of  the  wood  wMcn  skirts  Deep  Run 
valley;  Hood's  division  nesr  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing of  the  railroad  y  Ransom's  division  in  reserve, 
near  my  headquartera.    Our  batteries  were  as- 


signed positions  along  the  height 
Pendleton,  Colonel  Cabell,  Colonel  A 
Captain  Johnson,  (Colonel  Walton 
siok.)  Pits  were  made  for  the  prot< 
batteries  linder  the  supervision  of 
A  portion  of  General  Pendleton's 
lery  was  assigned  to  the  heights 
General  McLaws's  division.  Colo 
(Washington  Artillery)  oecupied  tl 
Marye's  Hill,  and  a  portion  of  Co] 
dei^  reserve  ocoapied  the  other  p< 
dereon^  fttint,  extending  to  the  Ta} 
our  left.  The  brigade  batteries  tj 
ass^ned  to  positions  on  the  heights 
readiness  to  cooperate  with  their  c 
fbr  any  other  sertice  that  might  be 
them.  Our  picket  line  was  eatahlisi 
river  bank  extending  from  Bank's  Fc 
battery,  the  most  important  portioi 
the  immediate  orders  of  Major-Gene 
Upon  the  approach  of  (General  Jacl 
mod's  division  was  closed  in  upon 
Pickett,  and  put  in  position  upon  th 
the  opposite  side  of  Deep  Run  vaj 
dition  to  the  natural  strength  of 
ditches,  stone  fences,  and  road-cuts 
along  different  portions  of  the  line. 
General  M6L«WB*t  line  were  further  i 
by  riHe  trenches  and  abatis. 

The  enemy  held  quiet  possession 
ford  Heights  until  toree  o'clock  on  i 
of  the  eleventh,  when  our  signal  guns 
of  his  approach.  The  troops,  Ming 
ferent  camp  grounds,  were  formed  i 
and  marched  to  their  pedtions  aloi 
Ransom's  division  was  ordered  to  take 
position  in  easy  supportiDg  cKstance 
teries  on  the  M!arye  HilL  Before  tb< 
to  their  positions,  McLaws^  pickets  ( 
brigade)  enga^d  the  enemy  at  the 
from  time  to  time  drove  back  ^fferi 
parties  engaged  in  laying  the  brii 
enemy  was  compelled,  eventually,  i 
his  plan  of  hepng  the  bridges,  and  beg 
his  troops  across  the  river  in  boats,  \ 
of  the  mre  of  his  Sharpshooters,  and 
and  fifty  odd  pieces  of  artifleij. 

At  many  points  along  the  nver  hani 
could  get  no  protection  from  the  ai 
This  was  particularly  the  case  at  th< 
Deep  Run,  where  the  enemy  succeed 
pleting  his  bridge  early  In  liie  aflemc 
m  the  afternoon  he  succeeded  in  thrc 
bodies  of  troops  across,  at  the  eity,  b^ 
boats.  Barksdale,  however,  engaged  t 
Iv  at  every  point,  and  with  remarkat 
Soon  after  dark.  General  McLaws  orde 
dale's  brigade  to  retire.  The  Oener 
eenfident  of  his  position  that  a  second 
sent  him  before  he  would  yield  the 
brigade  was  then  relieved  by  that  of 
General  T.  R.  R  Cobb,  wbich  was 
General  MteLaws  along  the  Telegrap 
front  of  Marye's  house,  (a  stone  fenc 
along  this  roaid  gave  good  protection  i 
iantry.)    When  CobVs  brigade  got  int 
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Ransom's  dirinon  was  withdrawn  and  placed  in 
reserre.  During  the  night  the  enemy  finished 
his  bridges  and  h^an  to  throw  his  troops  across. 
His  mowesiiats,  eaHj'^Q  the  twelfth,  seemed 
to  he  diraolij  agminst  o«r  right ;  but  when  the 
fog  lilted,  eoliifliQs  were  seen  ef>posite  Fseder- 
icksburg,  the  head  of  them  then  crossing  at  the 
bridges  oppoiite  the  city.  lUasom'a  division 
was  moted  back  to  the  Marye  HilL  feather- 
scon's  brigade  of  Anderson's  division  (previously 
oocnpTfng  this  hill)  was  closed  in  upon  the  oth^ 
brigades  of  Anderson*  The  Mitiie  aay  wai  oocii» 
pied  by  the  enemy  in.  throwing  his  fortes  across 
the  river  and  depkying  Ms  cdumns.  Oar  bat- 
teries were  opened  u^on  ike  masses  of  infsntry 
vhenerer  they  were  m  eertaia  range.  Our  fixe 
invaiiatily  drew  that  of  the  SBernVs  on  the  opoo- 
site  heights,  and  tiie^  generally  kept  up  the  fire 
long  after  onr  batteries  had  ceased. 

&rly  on  the  mernin^  of  the  thtrteentit,  I  rode 
to  the  right  of  my  positioni  Hood's  division.  The 
dense  log  in  the  early  twilight  concealed  the 
enemy  from  Tiew ;  but  ms  commands,  "  Forward, 
guide  oentre,  march!"  w«re  distinctly  heard  at 
difierent  points  near  uy  right.  From  the  direc- 
tion of  the  sound,  and  the  position  of  his  troops 
tbe  day  before,  I  concluded  that  his  attack  would 
be  upon  General  Jackson,  at  some  point  beyond 
my  right.  I  therefore  rode  back  to  a  point  near 
the  centre  of  my  ^rces,  giving  notice  to  General 
Hood  that  the  enemy  would  attack  General  Jack- 
ton  beyond  his  right,  that  he  should  watch  care- 
fully the  movementSt  an4  when  an  opportunity 
offered,  he  should  move  forward  and  attack  the 
enemy's  flank.  Simifav  instructions  were  given 
to  General  Pickett,  with  orders  to  cooperate  with 
General  Hood.  The  attack  was  made,  as  had 
been  anticipated.  Ilr  did  not  appear  to  have  all 
the  force  of  a  real  at^k,  however,  and  General 
Hood  did  not  feel  authorized*  to  make  mors  than 
a  partial  advance.  Where  he  did  move  out,  he 
drove  the  enemy  back  in  handsome  style. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  A«  M.,  I  sent  orders  for  the 
batteries  to  plav  upon  the  stieets  and  bridges  be- 
yond the  city,  by  way  of  diversion  in  favor  of  our 
right.  The  batteries  iiad  hardly  opened,  when 
the  enemy's  infantry  began  to  move  out  toward 
myline.  Our  pickets  m  front  of  the  Marye 
bouse  were  soon  driven  in,  and  the  enemy  began 
to  deploy  his  forces  in  front  of  that  point  Onr 
sitillery,  being  in  position,  opened  fire  as  soon  as 
the  masses  became  dense  enou^  to  warrant  it 
This  fine  was  very  destructive  and  demoraliring 
in  its  effects,  and  frequently  made  gaps  in  the 
enemy's  ranks  that  could  be  seen  at  Uie  distance 
of  a  mile.  The  enemy  sontinned  his  advance^ 
and  made  his  attack  at  the  Marye  Hill  in  hand- 
some style.  He  did  not  meet  the  fixo  of  our  m^ 
fimtrr  witfa  any  heart,  however,  and  was  therefore 
nuddy  reposed.  Another  effort  was  speedily 
made,  but  with  little  more  success.  The  attach 
was  again  xenewed,  and  agdn  xepulsed.  Other 
forces  were  seen  preparing  for  another  attack, 
when  I  Bug^ted  to  Qenml  McLaws  the  pro- 
priety of  reenforeing  his  advanced  line  with  a 
brieade.  He  had  previously  reenforced  with  part 
of  Kershaw's  brigade,  and  ordered  forward  the 


balance.  About  this  time,  Brigadier-*General  T. 
R.  R.  Cobb  fell,  mortally  wounded,  and  almost 
timuhaneously  Brigadier>General  J.  R.  Cooke 
was  severely  wounded. 

General  JSLershaw  dashed  to  the  froat  to  take 
the  command.  General  Ransom,  on  the  Marye 
Hill,  was  charged  with  liie  immediate  can  of  the 

Somt  attacked,  with  orders  to  send  forward  ad- 
itional  reenforcements,  if  it  should  become  ne- 
cessary, and  to  use  Featherston's  brigade  (Ander- 
son's oivision)  if  he  should  require  it 

The  attack  upon  our  right  seemed  to  subside 
about  two  o'cloek,  irtien  I  directed  Major-General 
Pickett  to  send  me  two  of  his  brigades,  One 
(Kemper's)  was  sent  to  General  Rwisom,  to  be 
placed  in  some  secure  position,  to  be  ready  in  case 
It  should  be  wanted.  The  other  (Jenkins's)  was 
ordered  to  General  MeLaws,  to  replace  that  of 
Kershssr  in  his  line.  • 

The  enemy  sooi  completed  his  arrangements 
for  a  renewed  attack,  and  moved  forwu*d  with 
much  determination.  He  met  with  no  belter 
success  than  he  had  on  the  prerious  occasions. 
These  efforts  were  repeated  and  continued  from 
time  to  time  till  after  night,  when  he  left  the  field 
literaUy  strewn  with  hu  deed  and  woonded. 

Colonel  Walton's  ammunition  was  exhausted 
about  sunset,  and  his  batteries  were  relieved  by 
Colonel  Alexander's.  Orders  were  given  for  fresh 
supplies  of  ammunition,  and  for  everything  to  be 
prepared  for  a  renewal  of  the  battle  at  daylight 

On  the  fourteenth  there  was  little  firing  between 
the  sharpshootem.  The  enemy,  screening  his 
forces  under  a  slight  descent  in  the  ground,  held 
a  position  about  four  hundred  yards  in  front  of 
us.  In  the^emoon,  I  sent  Captain  Latrobe,  of 
my  sta^  to-  the  left  to  place  artillery  in  porition 
to  play  along  the  enemy's  hne,  with  instructions 
to  Colonel  Alexander  to  use  snch  artillery  there 
as  he  might  think  proper.  The  point  was  select- 
ed and  the  pits  made  by  light  the  following 
morning.  General  Ransom  was  also  ordered  to 
strengthen  his  position  on  the  Marye  Hill  by  rifle 
trenches.  Sinular  instructions  were  sent  along 
the  entire  line.  These  preparations  were  made 
to  meet  the  grand  attack  of  tne  enemy,  car^daU- 
iy  expected  on  Monday  morning.  As  the  attack 
was  not  made,  the  artillery  end  Geneial  Ransom's 
sharpshooters  opened  upon  the  enemy  and  drove 
him  back  to  cover  in  the  eity. 

During  the  night  the  enemy  recrossed  the  river. 
His  retreat  was  not  discovered  till  he  had  crossed 
the  river  and  cut  his  bridges  at  this  end.  Our 
sharpshooters  were  moved  forwsrd,  and  our  old 
positions  resumed. 

Four  hundred  prisoners,  fifty-five  hundred 
stands  of  small  arms,  ^d  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  rounds  of  small  arm  ammunition  were 
oaptured. 

Our  loss,  for  the  namber  engaged,  was  quite 
heaty.  Brigadier-GenersI  T.  &  R.  Cobb  fell, 
mortally  wonnded,  in  the  heat  of  the  battle  of 
the  thirteenth.  He  defended  his  position  with 
great  gallantry  and  ability.  In  him  we  have  lost 
one  of  our  most  promising  officers  and  states- 
men. A  tabular  statement  and  lists  of  the  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  accompany  this  report 
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Much  credit  is  due  Major-Genexal  McLbwb  for 
his  untiring  seal  and  ability  in  preparing  his 
troops  and  his  position,  for  a  successful  iwfit- 
ance,  and  the  ability  with  which  he  handled  his 
troops  after  the  attack*  I  would  also  mention, 
as  particularly  distinguished  in  the  engagement 
of  the  thirteenth,  Brigadier-Generals  Ransom, 
Kershaw,  and  Cooke,  (severely  wounded,)  and 
Colonel  McMillan,  who  succeeded  (a  the  com- 
mand of  Cobh'a  hrigadfit  and  Colonel  Walton, 
^Washington  Artillery^  and  liittteBant-Colonel 
Alexander,  (reserve  artiUery.) 

Brisadier-General  BaxMue,  with  hb  brigade, 
held  ue  enemy's  entire  army  at  tiie  met  hank 
for  sixteen  hours,  giving  us  abundance  of  time  to 
complete  our  arrangements  for  battle.  AaK>re 
gallant  and  worth|r  servioe  is  rarely  accomplislied 
by  so  small  a  foroe. 

I  refer  von  to  the  reports  of  these  officers  for 
more  detailed  acoouots  of  the  enngements.  I 
desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Government  to 
the  gallant  officers  and  men  mentioned  in  their 
reports. 

Major-Oenerals  Anderson,  Pickett,  and  Hood, 
with  their  gallamt  divissano,  were  deprived  of 
their  opportimity  by  the  unexpected  and  hasty 
retreat  of  the  e»emy.  A  p(Nrtion  of  Genend 
Anderson's  command  was  engaged  in  defending 
the  passage  of  the  liver ;  a  portion  of  General 
Hood's  in  driving  badt  the  attack  against  our 
right,  and  a  portion  of  Pickett's  did  important 
service  near  tne  Marye  HilL  I  refer  you  to  their 
reports  for  particular  aeeonnts. 

Major  Gamett  held  three  batteries  in  reserve, 
in  the  valley  between  tiie  positions  of  Generals 
Pickett  and  Hood,  and  was  much  disappointed 
not  to  have  the  oppartunity  to  use  them. 

My  staff  afficers,  Major  SorreU,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Manning,  Major  Fairfieo,  Captain  La- 
trobe,  Captain  Goree,  and  Lieutenant  BladLwell, 
gave  me  their  usual  intelligent,  willing  aid. 
MaJOT  Haskell,  Cwtain  Young,  and  Captain 
Bodgers,  volnnteered  their  assistance,  and  ren- 
dered important  services. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Surgeon  Cullen, 
chief  sur^n ;  Major  Mitchell,  chief  <|uartermas- 
ter ;  Major  Moses,  ehief  of  the  subsistence  de» 
partment,  and  Capldn  Manning,  signal  officer, 
for  valufliile  sennoee  in  their  respective  depart- 
ments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Oenaral, 
Most  respectfully. 

Your  obedMnt  servant, 

Jambs  Lomostbbet, 

LIsateMuit-Qentna  comi>nding, 

REPORT  OF  LISVTBNANT-GSirEBAL  JACKSON. 
HBADQUABTBia  BBOOtTD  GORPS,      { 

Abmt  Nobtubbh  ViBfiniiA,  Jumary  ai,  1S63.  \ 
Brigadier  Oenerml  E,  H,  CkQkm^  Aawittant  Ad- 
juUmt  0nd  Intpedar-'Chneral,  A.  N.  V, : 
Gbnebal  :  I  bave  the  honor  herewith  to  sub- 
sut  to  you  a  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
corps  in  the  batlle  of  Fredericksburg,  on  Satnr- 
day,  the  thvteenth  of  December  last 
In  pursuance  of  orders,  Major-General  A.  P. 


Hill  moved  his  division  at  dawn  on  the  morn 
of  the  twelfth,  from  his  encampment  near  Yerb 
and  relieved  Major-Goieral  Hood,  then  pen 
near  Hamilton's  Crossing.  At  the  same  t 
Brigadier-General  Taliaferro,  then  in  comm 
of  Jackson's  division,  moved  from  his  eocai 
ment  above  Guineas  Depot,  and  took  positiol 
rear  of  Msjor-Oeneral  A.  P.  HIIL 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  Evi 
division,  under  Brigadier-General  J.  A.  £i 
and  Major-General  D.  H.  Hill,  with  his  divii 
ffirrived,  after  a  severe  niji^ht's  march,  from  l 
respective,  encampments,  in  the  vicinie^  of  B 
ners  Neck  and  Port  Boyal — the  troopi 
Maior-General  D.  H.  Hill  being  from  fifte< 
eighteen  miles  distant  from  the  point  to  v 
they  were  ordered.  On  the  moniing  of  thai 
the  troops  were  arranged  as  folk)Wft;  M 
General  A.^  P.  HUl  occupied  the  front  line,  fo 
of  two  regiments  of  Field's  brieade,  comms 
by  Colond  Brockenbrongh,  and  the  brigad 
Archer,  Lane,  and  Pender,  (posted  from  rig 
left  in  the  order  named,)  his  right  resting  c 
road  leading  from  Hamilton's  Crossing  t 
Port  Royal  road,  and  his  left  extending  to  i 
a  abort  distance  of  Deep  Run.  These  1 
were  partiallv  cenoealed  by  the  wood,  nei 
edge  of  which  they  were  posted.  The  remi 
of  Brockenbrough's  command,  consisting 
fortieth  and  fiftv-fifth  Virginis^  was  imme< 
in  rear  of  Walkor's  batteries,  and  acting 
support  to  them.  Of  the  oUier  two  bri 
Gregg's  and  Thomas's,  of  jthe  same  divisic 
first  was  in  rear  of  the  interval  between  . 
and  Lane,  and  the  second  in  rear  of  the  ii 
between  Lane  and  Pender.  The  divisioni 
Generals  Early  and  Taliaferro  formed  the 
line— Earlv  being  on  the  right 9>  the  d 
of  M^jor-General  D.  H.  HiU,  which  w 
farther  in  rear,  consituting  the  reserve, 
the  eminence  immediately  to  the  right,  L 
ant-Colonel  Walker  (MaJo^•Gener8I  A.  I 
chief  of  artillery)  h«d  in  position  fourtee 
composed  of  the  batteries  of  Pegrain  and 
tosh,  with  sections  teom  the  batteries  of  Or 
Latham,  and  Johnson,  commanded  resp 
by  Lieutenants  EUett,  Potts,  and  Clutter, 
left  of  the  line,  and  near  the  Bernard  cabii 
posted  twenty-one  guns  of  the  batteries 
tains  Davidson,  Rune,  Caskie,  and  Bra: 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  Capt 
vidson.  To  the  right,  and  some  tvro 
yards  in  frcmt  of  these,  and  beyond  the  : 
were  posted  twelve  guns,  from  the  bati 
Captams  Carpenter,  Wooding,  and  1 
under  the  direction  of  Captain  Brockei 
General  Taliaferro's  chief  of  artillery ; 
tor's  batterv,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
dree,  and  Braxton's,  by  Lieutenant  Mai 
my  left  was  Major-General  Hood,  of  Lor 
corps,  and  on  my  right  and  fix>nt,  the 
under  oommand  of  Major-General  Stuai 
batterv,  near  the  Port  Royal  road,  u 
direction  of  Major  Pelham,  of  the  Stu 
artillerv,  aided,,  m  the  ooune  of  the  da; 
tions  from  the  batteries  of  Captain 
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(Lieatenant  Oniuua  commapdinfc)  Captains 
WOiOQ,  SnlUi,  OarbeTi  Daaee,  and  tha  Louisiana 
Goirds  of  my  coxpt,  Uirown  into  positimi  so  aa 
to  crott  their  fire  with  the  guna  of  Lieuteoant- 
Colonel  Walker,  and  deaigned  to  check  the  ad- 
TiDce  of  the  enemv  in  tnat  dixection.  Ahout 
ten  o*clock|  aa  the  rap  disappeaied,  the  linea  of 
the  enemy,  arraiiged  in  order  of  hayttl^p  were  die- 
tincdy  visibla  in  the  plain  between  ua  and  the 
river,  coTeri^  my  front  and  extending  Star  to  the 
left  toward  Ffedeiickahivg.  The  foioe  in  front 
of  me  I  Biupposed  to  numher  about  fiftv-five 
tfaouiand.  -  Pelhan,  with  part  of  ijie  8tuart  hoxee 
artillery,  was  aoon  enoaged  with  the  aJrtiHery  of 
tk  eiieay,  and  a  briik  and  an  animated  cooteat 
vtt  kept  up  for  al|out  an  hour.  Soon  after  Pel- 
ham,  in  ohedience  to  order%  had  withdrawn  from 
his  poaitioa  o|i  the  Port  Boval  road,  the  enemy 
directed  hia  artjjiery  on  the  heighta  held  by 
lieQtenant^Colonel  Walker,  and  upon  the  wooda 
geoerallT.  occupied  by  our  tcoopa,  evidently  with 
a  riew  of  causing  us  to  discloflft  whatever  troops 
or  Artillery  were  there.  Not  eliciting  any  re- 
iponse,  the  enemy  was  seemingly  aatiafwd  tost  he 
vouU  experience  but  little  resistance  to  an  effort 
to  obtain  poasesaion  of  this  hill,  Aooordinghr, 
about  eleyen  o'clock,  he  advaaeed  by  the  flank, 
punllel  to  the  Port  Boyal  road,  nearbr  to  the 
roftd  running  from  thence  to  Hamilton's  Grossing, 
now  unimpeded  in  his  march,  as  Pelham  was 
vitbdrawn.  Facing  to  the  front,  he  advanced  in 
line  of  battle  acresa  the  nlatn  stiaight  upon  the 
poftitlon  occupied  by  Walker.  His  batteriea  re- 
served their  fire  nntil  the  enemy's  linea  came 
vithin  less  than  eight  hundred  yards,  whan  the 
fourteen  gune  epened,  pouring  auch  *  storm  of 
shot  and  shell  into  his  ranks  as  to  cause  him  first 
to  halt,  than  to  paver,  and,  at  laat»  seek  shelter 
by  flight.  About  one  o'clock,  the  main  attach 
woa  made  bv  heavy,  and  rapid  discbtrgas  of  a»> 
tillery.  Under  the  protection  of  tUs  waan  and 
veil-directed  fire,  his  infantry,  m  heavy  fi)rce,  ad- 
vanced, seeking  the  pavtiei  pratecdon  of  a  piece 
of  wood  extex^diBg  beyond  tne  railroad.  The 
batteries  on  the  right  played  on  their  ranks  with 
destructive  efiecU  The  advancing  force  was 
vitibly  atMgered  by  our  rapid  and  weU*Klafected 
inillery;  but,  aoon  recovering  from  the  shock, 
the  Federal  troops,  eoasisting  of  the  maia  body 
of  Franklin's  grand  division,  supported  by  a  por- 
tiuD  of  Hooker  a  grand  diviBion»  contixuied  to  preaa 
forvaid.  Advancing  within  point  blank  range 
of  our  infantry,  and  thua  exposed  to  the  mordei^ 
0U4  fire  of  musketry  and  artillerv,  the  struggle 
becanae  fieroa  and  saagyinary.  They  contimied, 
bvcver,  still  to  press  forward,  and,  before  Gen- 
md  A.  P.  Hill  closed  the  interval  which  be  had 
left  between  Archer  and  Lane,  it  was  penetrated, 
and,  the  enemy  pressing  forward  in  overwhelming 
nombers  through  that  interval,  turned  Lane's 
right  ftivd  Archers  left.  Thus  attacked  in  front  and 
nar,  the  Fourteenth  Tennesaee  and  Ninateenth 
Georgia,  of  Archar'a  brigade,  and  the  entiae 
brigade  of  Lane,  fdl  back ;  but  not  untQ  after  a 
biare  and  obstinate  rtdstancc^  Notwithstanding 
the  perilous  situation  in  which  Archer's  brigade 


was  plaoedi  his  right,  dianging  front,  oontiniied 
to  struggle  with  undaunted  firamess,  materially 
checking  the  advance  of  the  enemv  until  reisn- 
forcements  came  to  its  support.  The  brigade  of 
General  Thomas,  posted  as  befrNW  atated,  moved 
gallantly  forward,  and  joined  by  the  Seventh  and 
part  of  the  Eighteenth  North  Carolina,  of  Lane's 
brigade,  gallantly  drove  back  a  Federal  eohimn 
which  had  broken  through  Lane'a  line.  In  the 
mean  time,  a  large  fi>roe  of  the  enemy  penetrated 
the  wood  in  rear  of  the  pasitien  oceupied  by  the 
brigades  of  Lane  and  Aschar,  and  aome  in  eon- 
tact  with  Gregg's  brigade.  Taken  by  surprise, 
Orr's  rides  wave  thrown  into  confusson.  It  was 
in  the  act  of  rallying  thia  xe^ment  that  Brigadia<- 
Geneial  Maxey  Gren  feU,  m  firont  af  the  riflea, 
moitally  woanded.  Oeneaid  Gt^gg  waa  a  brave 
and  accompliahad  affieer,  fui  of  haroio  nentiment 
and  duvalrons  honor.  He  had  vendeved  valuable 
aerviee  in  this  great  struggle  for  aar  freedam, 
and  the  countrv  has  muah  reason  to  dqilore  the 
loss  sustained  by  his  premature  death.  Colonel 
Hamilton,  upon  whom  the  eonmaad  of  that 
brigade  now  devolved,  haateaad  to  meet  the 
emer^ciea  of  hia  poakion,  and,  with  the  Ibor 
vemaminji  regimenta  and  one  compaav  of  the  Oir 
rifles,  (Lieutenant  Charles,)  gave  the  enemy  a 
warm  reception. 

The  enemy  waa  not  long  permitted  to  hold  the 
advantage  which  he  had  thus  gained.  The  aeo- 
ond  line  came  promptly  to  the  sup^ft  of  Uie 
first  Lawton's  brigade,  eommandad  by  Colonel 
Atkinaon,  subsequentlv  bv  Colonel  £vana,  Trim- 
ble's brigade,  oommanded  ny  Colonel  &.  F.  Hoke, 
and  fiurly'a  brigade,  eommanded  by  Colonel 
Walker,  (all  under  the  command  of  firigadiNw 
General  Earljr,^  and  the  Forty-eeventhaad  Twenty- 
second  Virgiua  regiments  of  Colonel  Brocken- 
brough's  command,  were  already  rushing  with 
impetuous  valor  to  the  aujiport  of  the  first  line. 
In  Taliaferro's  eommaad,  hia  right  resiment,  tiie 
Second,  Virffinia,  of  Paxlon's  briga&,  became 
engaged  with  part  of  the  enemir,  which,  after  a 
slight  resistance,  retreated.  Tha.  eombat  in  the 
wood  waa  brief  and  dn^iaive.  Tha  farther  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  waa  chaoked.  He  was 
driven  with  great  daughter  firam  the  wood  to 
the  railroad  $  the  two  regimenta  of  Brackeik- 
brough's  eonunaiid,  Aieher,  with  tha  Firat  Ten- 
nessee and  Fifth  Alabanui  battalion,  and  the  three 
bris;adeB  commanded  by  Colonels  Hoke,  Walker, 
and  Atkinsmv  pursuing  the  retreatiag  Federak 
to  the  railroad,  where  they  made  a  brief  stand, 
when  Hoke  and  Atkinson  diarged  upon  them 
with  impetuosity,  destroying  many  in  the  olnne, 
and  taking  a  lacge  number  of  prisoaeia.  Nor 
did  they  stop  there ;  but,  impelled  by^  an  ardor 
which  reflects  tha  highest  creait  on  their  courage 
and  patriotism,  this  comparatively  small  .force 
pressed  the  discomfit  loa  in  hot  puiauit,  until 
they  appeared  so  far  within  range  ot  his  artillery 
ana  the  fire  of  a  large  fbsee  of  hia  infantry,  as  to 
make  farther  pursuit  an  aet  of  rashaesa.  In  this 
galhint  charge,  Colonel  Atkinson,  was  eevercdy 
wounded,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Captain  £.  P.  Lawton,  aasistant  a^iutaat-general 
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of  the  brigade,  thotigfa  injured  during  the  advance 
by  the  fitU  of  his  hone,  continued  to  press  for- 
ward on  foot,  heroically  encouraging  the  brigade, 
until  he  fell  mortdly  wounded. 

During  the  day,  aome  of  the  gunt  under  Colo- 
nel Walker,  becoming  short  of  men  and  ammuni- 
tion, and  otherwiae  disabled  from  Airther  serrice, 
were  reliered  by  Osptain  Petgue's  batlery  with 
two  twenty-poubd  Parrotts.  These  two  pieces 
actiTely  engaged  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  after- 
ward oMied  en  the  infantry.  The  exact  range 
of  the  mM  haiTiiig  been  accurately  obtsEined  by 
much  previous  Mng,  the  loss  at  this  point  was 
heavy.  It  Is  due  to  Captab  Poagne  here  to  state, 
that  when,  bite  on  tiie  evening  previous,  he  re- 
ceived orders  to  move  his  battery,  he  was  diatant 
some  sixteen  miles  from  the  battte-Held,  and  the 

Sromptitude  with  which  he  responded  to  the  or- 
er,  oy  a  fetiguing  night's  march,  is  worthy  of 
notice.  8ome  guna  of  Major-General  D.  H. 
Hill's  division  were  put  to  at  this  time  on  our 
righti  under  the  direcmi  of  his  chief  of  artillery, 
Idajor  T.  H.  Carter,  which  were  all  well  served. 
Later  in  Ihe  evening,  Lieutenant-Oolonel  Cole- 
man brought  up  two  howitzers,  from  Captain 
Dance's  battery,  and  plaieed  them  on  the  left  of 
Captain  Poague'a  guns.  About  this  time  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Cofeman  was  severely  wounded. 
On  the  extreme  rights  beyond  the  Massaponax, 
was  a  Whitworth  gun,  under  the  command  of 
Ca^tidn  Hardaway,  of  "Major-General  D.  £L  Hill's 
division,  which  was  well  served. 

On  the  extreme  teft,  the  day  did  not  pass  with- 
out some  incidents  worthy  of  notice.  Early  in 
the  day,  the  enemy  opened  upon  the  left  with 
sixteen  guns,  afterwara  increased  to  twenty-four. 
The  o&ers  in  oommand  obeyed  their  orders, 
and,  reserving  their  fire,  the*  enemy  advanced  his 
skirmishers  in  heavy  line  upon  the  points  occu- 

Sied  by  the  commands  of  Captains  Davidson  and 
Irockenbrough.  They  were  soon  driven  off  by 
canister ;  bttt4he  position  of  these  batteries  being 
thus  disclosed  to  the  enemy,  a  heavy  artillery 
fire  was  directed  upon  thenit  which  was  replied  to 
with  animation  and  spirit  The  ammunition  of 
Captain  Rainess  battery  proving  defective,  it  was 
withdrawn,  and  Captain  Latimer  (acting  chief  of 
artillery  of  Swell's  division)  was  ordered  to  take 
a  position  stfH  ftartber  to  the  front  and  left.  These 
last  pieces  were  admirably^  served,  and  though 
Bufiering  severelv  from  skirmishers  and  sharp- 
shooters, drove  tnem  badi,  and,  by  the  accuracy 
and  rapidity  of  their  fire,  inflicted  a  severe  loss 
upon  the  enemy.  .  As  the  Federal  infantry  pressed 
forward  upon  our  frfmt,  it  was  deemea  advisa- 
ble to  withdraw  the  batteries  of  Captain  Brock- 
enbrough,  placed  in  advance  of  the  railroad, 
before  the  enemy  should  seiEe  the  point  of  woods 
to  their  right  and  rear,  i^ich  they  a  short  tinle 
afterward  penetrated — the  withdrawal  of  the 
batteries  being  covered  fay  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hill,  of  the  Sefenth  North  Carolina.  The  bri- 
gade of  Qeoeral  Pender  was  immediately  in  rear 
of  the  batteries  of  Ouptains  Davidson  and  Lati- 
mer, and  was  without  any  protection  from  the 
enemy's  artillery ;  and  thus,  notwithstanding  the 


efficacy  of  the  batteries  acting  inconhinction  with 
Mtjor  Cole,  of  the  Twenty-second  North  Caro- 
lina, in  dispersing  the  doud  of  skirmishers  and 
sharnshooters  that  hung  all  day  upon  that  part  of 
the  hue,  that  brigade  receivea  mudi  of  the  fire 
that  was  directed  at  these  guns,  and  suflTered  se- 
verely. General  Pender  was  himself  wounded. 
The  sixteenth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  McElroy, 
which  had  been  thrown  out  as  a  sujpport  to  Lati- 
mer's batteiT,  became  warmly  engaged  with  a 
brigade  of  tne  enemy,'  which  had  aavanced  up 
Deep  Run,  under  cover,  and,  acting  with  two 
oth^  North  Carolina  rraiments,  (the  Fifty-fourth 
and  Fifty-seventh,)  or  Law's  brigade.  Hood's 
division  drove  them  back.  Repulsed  on  the 
right,  left,  and  centre,  the  enemy  soon  after  re- 
formed his  lines,  and  gave  some  indications  of  a 
purpose  to  renew  the  attack.  I  waited  some 
time  to  receive  it,  but  he  making  no  forward 
movement,  I  determined,  If  prudent,  to  do  so 
myself  The  artillery  of  the  enemv  was  so  Judi- 
ciously posted  as  to  make  an  advance  or  our 
troope  across  the  plain  very  hazardous;  yet  it 
was  so  promising  or  good  results,  if  successfully 
executed,  as  to  mduce  me  to  make  preparations 
for  the  attempt  In  order  to  guard  against  dis- 
aster, the  infantry  was  to  be  preceded  by  artillery, 
and  the  movement  postponed  until  mte  in  the 
evening,  so  that  if  compelled  to  reture,  it  would 
be  under  the  cover  of  nigbt  Owing  to  unexpected 
delay,  the  movement  could  sot  be  gotten  ready 
until  late  in  the  evening.  The  first  gun  had 
hardly  moved  ibrward  from  the  wood  a  hundred 
yards,  when  the  enemy's  artillery  re-opened,  and 
so  completely  swept  our  front,  as  to  satisfy  me 
that  the  proposed  movement  should  l>e  aban- 
doned. 

The  next  day  (fourteenth)  the  divisions  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier-Generals  Eariy  and 
Taliaferro  formed  the  first  line,  that  of  Major- 
General  D.  H.  Hill  the  second,  and  the  division 
of  Major-General  A.  P.  Hill  the  reserve.  The 
enemy  continued  la  our  front  all  day,  apparently 
awaitmg  an  attadi  from  us.  During  the  night, 
our  Ibies  were  again  chansed  so  as  to  place  the 
division  of  Major-General  D.  H.  Hill  in  the  front 
line,  Major-General  A.  P.  Hi!  in  the  aecond,  and 
the  divisions  commanded  by  Brigadier-Oenerals 
Early  and  Taliaferro  In  the  reeerve. 

On  the  fifteenth  the  enemy  stUl  remained  in 
our  front,  and,  in  tfie  evening  of  that  day,  sent  in 
a  fiag  of  truce  requesting  a  eessation  of  hostili- 
ties Mtween  his  left  and  our  right  wing,  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  his  wounded  from  the  field, 
which,  under  previous  inttmetions  from  the  com- 
manding General,  was  granted.  Our  troops 
patiently  remained  in  position  on  that,  as  they 
nad  done  the  previous  day,  eagerly  awaiting 
another  attack  from  the  enemy ;  and  such  was  the 
desire  to  occupy  the  front  line,  when  such  an  at- 
tack should  be  made,  that  the  division  of  Major- 
General  D.  H.  Hill  sent  in  a  written  request  to 
be  permitted  to  remafu  in  the  front  line  until  next 
day.  But  our  brave  troops  were  disappointed  in 
the  expectation  of  another  attack.  For  whilst 
they  patientiy  waited  during  the  night  of  the 
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fifteeathv  in  the  hope  of  anotlMr  enooanter  on  the 
fblloving  day,  and  of  viaiting  luion  the  invaders 
of  their  sacred  homes  and  firesides  »  just  retribu- 
tion for  the  outrages  of  this  most  unprovoked  and 
onchristian  war,  tiie  enemy  hurriedly  and  silently^ 
darinjg  that  night,  made  good  his  retreat  by  le- 
cTDssing  the  river. 

For  luxther  details  of  the  operations  of  my 
corps  in  the  battle,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the 
rq>orti  of  the  division,  brigade,  and  regimentid 
commanders,  who  participated  in  the  engagement ; 
also  to  the  reports  of  Colonel  Crutchfield,  my 
chief  of  artillery,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker, 
Colonel  Brown,  of  the  reeeive  artillery,  and  Cap- 
tain Latimer,  detailing  the  operations  of  the  artu- 
a.  I  r^lbr  yo«  auo  to  the  same  source  of 
rmation  for  the  names  of  many  officers  who 
distinguished  themselves  in  this  battle,  and,  by 
their  good  conduct,  sperfally  merit  the  approbi^ 
issm  of  the  Oovemnent  and  of  the  oountxy. 

I  herewith  forward  to  yon  a  Kst  of  the  casual- 
ties of  this  oorpa  on  the  durteenth  December, 
from  which  it  wul  appear  that  twen^-six  officers 
were  killed,  and  one  tanndred  and  ninety-five 
woonded ;  three  hundred  and  eighteen  ewsted 
men  kiUed.  and  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
fififcv  wonnmi ;  eighteen  officers  and  five  hundred 
ana  eight  tnlisted  men  missing ;  making  a  total 
loss  in  this  cam  of  three  thousand  four  hundred 
md  fifteen.  Nearly  all  who  are  reported  as 
missing  were  taken  prisoners  in  the  nght.  By 
the  official  report  of  Major  Bridgford,  provost 
marshal  of  the  corps,  herewith  submittea,  it  ap* 
pears  that  we  captured  five  hundred  and  twenty- 


one  prisoners,  of  whom  eleven  were  officers.  ^  The 
report  of  Major  Bridglprd  exhibits  a  gratifying 
statement  of  the  small  number  who  straggled 
from  the  ranks  daring  the  last  action,  and  affords 
further  evidence  of  uie  improving  diseipiine  and 
spirit  of  the  armv. 

The  report  of  Major  Bier,  my  chief  of  ordnance, 
shows  that  we  eaptuMd  four  tnousand  four  hun* 
dred  and  forty-six  small  arms. 

My  medical  director,  Dr.  Hunter  McGuire, 
gave  special  and  skflful  attention  to  the  wounded. 

Major  J.  A.  Harman,  chief  quartermaster.  Ma- 
jor W.  J.  Hawks,  chief  commissary,  and  Major 
G.  H.  Bier,  chief  of  ordnance,  discharged  their 
duties  well. 

During  the  action,  I  received  valuable  assist- 
ance in  transmittio^  orders,  and  discharging 
other  duties,  from  tlw  following  memben  of  my 
staff: 

Ctolonel  S.  Crutchfield,  chief  of  artillery. 

Colonel  A.  Smeade,  inspector-^neraL 

Captain  A.  8.  Pendleton,  assistant  adjutant- 
general. 

Captain  J.  SL  Boswell,  chief  of  engineexs. 

First  Lieutenant  J.  O,  Morrison,  aid-de-camp. 
First  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Smith,  aid-de-camp. 

Second  Lieutenant  W.  Williamson,  engineer 
department 

A  trust  that  the  victory  of  Fredericksburg,  with 
whidi  Qod  haa  bleased  our  cause,  will  continue 
to  be  gratefuUy  remembered. 

I  am,  General,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  Jackson, 

lieuteoaat-GoBeral. 
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BKPOBT  OP  MAJOB-GENBSAL  B.  H.  AITPEBSON. 

HKADQUARTERS  ANDKR80N*8  I>TyTBION,        { 

Keab  y^KBDEBiOKSBUBO,  Va.,  Jmoaiy  3, 1803. 1 
To  Major  G,  MoxUy  Sorrdj  A,  A.  Cfeneral, 

Eeadquariers  First  Army  Corps : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  Bubmit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  pan  taken  by  my  diviaion, 
in  the  battle  of  Frederickabarg : 

Upon  the  aignal  being  given«  on  the  morning  of 
the  eleventh  of  December,  the  troops  were  placed 
npldly  in  poaitiony  in  rear  of  the  line  of  field 
works  and  batteries,  extending  from  Hazel  Bun, 
on  the  right,  to  the  Waterworks  dam  on  the  left, 
in  the  foUowine  order:  Featherston's,  Perry^ 
Mahone'a,  Wrignt'sy  and  Wilcox's  brigades. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  eleventh.  Ransom's 
division  having  been  placed  between  Hazel  Run 
and  the  plank  road,  featherston's  brigade  was 
moved  to  the  left  of  that  road.  About  £urk  Gen- 
eral Ransom  recrossed  Hazel  Run  and  Feather- 
tton  was  replaced  in  hia  former  position. 

Detachments  of  one  r^pment  from  each  bri- 
gade were  thrown  in  front  of  the  batteries,  and 
strong  pidbets  were  pushed  forward  toward  the 
town  and  along  the  canal. 

Early  on  the  twelfiii.  General  Ransom  resumed 
his  fonnerplaoe  behind  Hazel  Run  and  the  plank 
road,  and  Featherston's  brigade  was  again  orawn 
to  the  left  of  the  road.  Tms  position  of  the  bri- 
gades, in  the  order  above  mentioned,  was  main- 
tained until  Thursday  the  seventeenth  of  Decem- 
ber, when  the  division  was  withdrawn,  and  the 
troops  returned  to  their  camps.  Previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  engagement  there  were 
two  regiments,  the  Third  (Borgia  and  Eighth 
Florida,  of  Wright's  and  Perry's  brigades,  on 
duty  in  and  near  Fredericksburg.  These  regi- 
ments had  been  placed  under  the  orders  of  Brig- 
adier-General fiaxksdale,  commanding  in  the 
town,  and  were  engaged  with  the  enemy  when 
he  was  laying  his  bndges,  and  preparing  to  cross 
the  river.  The  Third  (Georgia  met  with  but  very 
slight  loss.  The  Eighth  Florida  sufiered  a  loss 
of  eighty-seven  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
The  missing  (43)  were  undoubtedly  captured. 
The  detachments  and  pickets  which  were  ad- 
vanced the  first  night  in  front  of  the  batteries 
and  alonff  the  canal,  continued  to  occupy  their 
posts,  and  they  sufiered  some  loss. 

The  whole  loss  of  the  division  was  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
The  commanders  of  batteries,  Captains  Marion, 
Huger,  and  Lewis,  and  Lieutenant  Peet,  com- 
manding Qrandy's  battery,  merit  especial  notice 
for  their  skill,  courage,  and  good  management 
throaghout  the  five  d^ys.  Their  batteries  were 
subje^ed  to  a  very  heavy  fire  from  those  of  the 
enemy.  None  of  their  shot,  however,  were  spent 
in  an  artillery  duel,  but  were  reserved  for  tnose 
opportunities  which  the  advancing  and  retiring 
columns  of  the  enemy  gave  them. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  the  most  com- 
mendable spirit  was  exhibited  by  the  officers  and 
soldiers  oi  the  whole  division.  Their  patient 
endurance  of  the  exposoze  to  which  they  were 
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subjected,  gave  assurance  of  ^od  conduct  and 
gallant  deeds,  had  an  opportunity  been  presented. 
Featherston's  and  Perrjr's  brigades  lay  four  days 
and  nights  in  an  open  field  without  shelter  and 
without  fire.  It  is  due  to  Brigadier-General 
Mahone  to  say  that  he  discovered  and  pointed 
out  the  important  position  for  a  battery,  which 
enfiladed  the  slope  upon  which  the  enemy  formed 
his  battalions  before  and  after  his  attacks  upon 
Marye's  Hill,  and  that  he  rendered  very  efficient 
service,  aseisting  in  the  construction  of  the  bat- 
tery which  drove  them  from  that  place  of  shelter. 
I  beg  leave  to  mention  also  Brigadier-General 
Cadmus  M.  WHoox,  and  to  ask  attention  to  his 
long-continued  and  uniformly  meritorious  con- 
duct in  his  present  jf^ade.  I  have  witnessed  his 
courage,  seal  and  ability,  and  have  received  most 
efficient  cooperation  from  him,  in  the  batUes  of 
Williamsburg,  Seven  Pines,  Gaines's  MiU,  Fra- 
rier's  Farm,  Second  Manassas  and  Fredericks- 
burg. I  earnestly  recommend  his  promotion. 
Mr.  Jett,  an  engineer  attached  to  my  division, 
rendered  good  service  in  the  erection  of  field 
works,  making  and  repairing  roads,  digging  rifle- 
pits  and  trenches,  and  such  like  work.  The  re- 
ports of  the  commanders  of  brigades  are  here- 
with submitted. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  Anderson, 

lifOor-Geaenil,  commanding  Division. 
BEFOKT  OF  MiLJOB-GENERAL  McLAWS. 

HEADQUARTRnA  DIVISION,      ) 

CAMP  KBAB  ntBOBmCKSBCBO,  December  30, 18C2.  ( 
Major  Sorrel,  Adjutant-General: 

Majob  :  My  division  occupied  the  front  line 
of  defence  firom  Hazel  River  along  the  ridge  of 
hills  to  the  right  and  through  the  point  of  woods 
extending  into  Mr.  Alfred  Bernard's  field,  one 
brigade  being  in  reserve.  The  brigades  on  the 
right  had  an  extended  rifle-pit  at  the  foot  of  the 
nuun  ridge  from  the  left  of  the  Telegraph  road 
to  a  private  road  near  Mr.  Howison's  barn.  The 
next  brigade  had  rifle^its  along  the  foot  of  the 
hills  in  front  of  its  position,  and  others  on  the 
crests  of  the  hills.  Tne  right  brigade  constructed 
rifle-pits  and  breastworks  of  logs,  through  the 
woods,  with  abatis  in  front  of  them.  The  crests 
of  the  hills  were  occupied  by  the  batteries  of 
Captain  Read,  one  ten-pounder  Porrott,  one 
twelve-pounder  howitzer,  one  three-inch  rifle; 
Captain  Manly's  battery,  one  three-inch  rifle, 
two  twelve-pounder  howitzers ;  Captain  £Us, 
one  thirty-pounder  Parrott ;  Captain  Macon,  two 
ten-pounder  Parrott's  and  two  six-pounders ; 
Cooper's,  three  ten-pounder  Parrott's ;  Carlton's, 
two  ten-pounder  Psurrott's  ;  Eubank's,  one  three- 
inch  rifle  $  McCarthy's,  two  three-inch  rifles  ; 
Bearing,  one  ten-pounder  Parrott;  Ross,  three 
ten-pounder  Parrott's;  and,  in  addition,  there 
were  a  number  of  smooth-bore  pieces  placed 
along  the  hills,  to  be  used  should  the  enemy 
advance  near  enough  for  their  eflectual  ran^e. 
One  brigade  was  constantly  on  duty  in  the  city 
to  guard  the  town  and  defend  the  river  crossings 
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as  &r  down  a*  one  fourth  of  a  mile  below  Deep 
Run  Creek.  Two  regiments  from  General  An- 
derson's division  picketed  the  river  bank  above 
the  town,  reporting  to  the  Brigadier-General  in 
charge  of  the  brigade  on  duty  in  the  city.  The 
orders  were,  that  two  guns  should  be  fired  from 
one  of  my  batteries  in  a  central  position,  which 
would  be  the  signal  that  the  enemy  was  attempt- 
ing to  cross.  These  were  the  positions  of  my 
command  and  the  orders  govenung^  them  up  to 
the  tenth  instant  On  that  &y,  the  brigade  of  Gen- 
eral Borksdale,  composed  of  Mississippi  troops, 
was  on  duty  in  the  city.  About  two  o'clock  A.  M., 
on  the  eleventh,  Oeoeral  Barksdale  sent  me  word 
that  the  movements  of  the  enemy  indicated  they 
were  preparing  to  lay  down  their  pontoon  bridges, 
and  his  men  were  getting  into  position  to  defend 
the  crossing.  About  half  past  four  he  notified 
me  that  the  bridges  were  being  placed,  and  he 
would  open  fire  so  soon  as  the  working  parties 
came  in  good  range  of  his  rifles,  I  gave  the 
order,  and  the  signal  suns  were  fired  about  five 
o'clock  A.  M.  I  had  been  notified  from  your 
headquarters  the  evening  previous  (the  tenth 
instant)  to  have  all  the  batteries  harnessed  up  at 
daylight  on  the  elex'enth  instant,  and  I  had  given 
orders  that  my  whole  command  should  be  uider 
arms  at  the  same  time.  General  Barksdale  kept 
his  men  quiet  and  concealed  until  the  brieves 
were  so  advanced  that  the  working  parties  were 
in  easy  range,  when  he  opened  fire  m\h  such 
efiect  that  the  bridges  were  abandoned  at  once. 
Nino  separate  and  desperate  attempts  were  made 
to  complete  the  bridges,  under  fire  of  their  sharp- 
shooters and  guns  on  the  opposite  banks;  but 
every  attempt  being  attended  with  such  severe 
loss,  from  our  men  posted  in  rifle-pits,  in  the  cel- 
lars of  houses  along  the  banks,  and  from  behind 
whatever,  ofiered  concealment,  that  the  enemy 
abandoned  his  attempts  for  the  time,  and  opened 
a  terrific  fire  from  their  numerous  batteries  con- 
structed along  the  hills  just  above  the  river. 
The  fire  was  so  severe  that  the  men  could  not 
use  their  rifles,  and  the  difierent  places  occupied 
hy^  them  becoming  untenable,  the  troops  were 
withdrawn  from  the  river  bank  back  to  Caroline 
Street,  at  half  past  four  o'clock  P.  M.  The  enemj 
then  crossed  m  boats,  and,  completing  their 
bridges,  passed  over  in  force  and  advanced  into 
the  town.  The  Seventeenth  Mississippi  (Colonel 
Fizer)  and  ten  sharpshooters  from  tk)lonel  Car^ 
ter's  regiment,  (the  Thirteenth,)  and  three  com- 
panies of  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment, 
(Lieutenant-Colonel  Luse,)  under  lieutenant 
Radlifi',  were  all  the  troops  that  were  actuallv 
engaged  in  defending  the  crossings  in  front  of 
the  city.  More  troops  were  ofiered;  but  the 
positions  were  such  that  but  the  number  already 
there  could  be  empbyed.  As  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced into  the  town  our  troops  fell  back  to 
Princess  Ann  Street,  and,  as  tne  enemy  came 
up,  they  were  driven  back  with  loss.  This  street 
fighting  continued  until  seven  p.  m.,  when  I  or- 
dered General  Barksdale  to  fall  back  and  take 
position  along  and  behind  the  stone  wall  below 
Marye's  Hill,  where  it  was  relieved  by  the  bri- 
gade of  Brigadier-Oeneral  Thomas  R.  R.  Cobb, 


and  retired  to  their  position  on  the  right  of  my 
line  of  defence  in  the  woods  of  Mr.  Barnard. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Luse,  with  his  regiment,  (the 
Eighteenth  Mississippi,)  who  occupied  the  river 
bank  below  the  town,  drove  back  the  enemy  in 
their  first  attempt  to  cross  the  river,  and  kept 
them  in  check  until  about  half  past  three  o'clock 
p.  M.,  when  two  regiments,  the  Sixteenth  Georgia 
(Colonel  Bryan)  and  Fifteenth  South  Carolina, 
(Colonel  DeSaussure,)  were  sent  to  his  support ; 
and  it  being  then  deemed  advisable  the  whole  force 
was  withdrawn  to  the  river  road,  where  they  re- 
mained until  da^^light  the  next  dav,  when  they 
rejoined  their  brigades,  excepting  tne  Sixteenth 
Georgia,  which  retook  its  position  in  the  general 
line  of  defence.   These  regmients  performed  their 
duties  under  a  severe  and  destructive  fire  from 
the  enemy's  gmia,  posted  along  the  hills  just 
above  iJie  river  on  the  opposite  side.    Early  on 
the  morning  of  the  eleventh,  a  battalion  of  the 
Eighth  Florida  regiment,  numbering  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  was  put  in  position  to 
the  left  of  Colonel  Fixer,  and  in  easy  range  of 
the  enemy  above  the  upper  bridjge,  tnen  being 
rapidly  constructed  by  them.   This  battalion  was 
commanded  by  Captain  Long,  and,  while  under 
his  direction,  it  acted  gallantly  and  did  good  ser- 
vice —  Captain  Long  proving  himself  a  gallant 
and  eflkient  officer ;  but  he  was  severely  wounded 
about  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  the  battalion  then 
rendered  but  little  assistance.    I  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  special  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fixer  on  the  subject,  and  to  Captain  Govan,  in 
relation  to  the  conduct  of  three  companies  of  the 
same  refdment,  which  were  on  du^  with  the 
right  of  Colonel  Fixer's  regiment,  and  also  to  the 
indorsement  6f  Colonel  Humphries,  on  the  spe- 
cial report  of  Captain  Govan.    The  brigade  of 
General  Barksdale,  I  consider,  did  their  whole 
duty,  and  in  a  manner  hi^hlv  creditable  to  every 
officer  and  man  engaged  m  the  fight    An  exam- 
ination of  the  positions  they  held  shows  that  no 
troops  could  have  behaved  more^gallantly. 

On  the  night  of  the  eleventh  instant,  the  Eigh- 
teenth and  Twenty-fourth  Georgia  regiinents,  and 
Philips's  Georgia  Legion,  of  Cobb's  brigade,  re- 
lieved General  Barksdale's  command  behind  the 
stone  wall  at  the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill,  Philips's 
Legion  on  the  left,  the  Twenty-fourth  Georgia  in 
the  centre,  and  Eighteenth  Georgia  regiment  on 
the  ri^t,  oceup}ing^  the  entire  front  under  the 
hiU.  During  toat  night,  the  scouts  took  fifteen 
prisoners.  On  the  twelfth  inst,  dose  and  heavy 
skirmishing  was  kept  up,  but  no  real  attack  was 
made.  On  the  thirteenth,  skirmishing  commenced 
at  early  dawn,  the  enemy  shelling  in  that  direc- 
tion until  about  eleven  o'doek,  when  the  advance 
of  the  enemy  drove  in  our  pickets,  and  his  col* 
umn  approached  the  left  of  the  line  by  the  Tele- 
graph road,  and  deployed  to  our  right,  planting 
three  stands  of  colors  along  our  front;  before 
their  deplojrment  was  oompleted,  our  fire  had  so 
thinned  thdr  ranks  that  the  survivors  retreated, 
leaving  their  colors  planted  in  the  first  position. 
Soon  another  column,  heavisr  than  the  first,  ad- 
vanced  to  the  colors,  but  were  driven  back  with 
great  slaughter.    They  were  met,  on  retiring,  by 
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RenforoementB,  and  advanced  again;  but  were 
again  repulsed  with  increased  loss. 

About  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  General  Kershaw  was 
directed  to  send  two  regiments  from  his  brigade 
to  the  support  of  General  Cobb,  who  reported 
that  he  Was  getting  short  of  ammnnition.  The 
Sixteenth  Georgia  regiment  was  sent  forward  at 
the  same  time.  Not  long  after  this,  General  Ker- 
shaw was  directed  to  take  his  whole  brio^ade. 
Jost  as  his  command  was  moving,  he  was  ordered 
to  hasten  forward  in  person,  and  assume  com- 
mand of  the  position  under  Marye's  Hill,  as  Gen- 
eral Cobb  bad  been  wounded  and  disabled.  The 
South  Carolina  regiments  were  posted,  the  Sec- 
ond and  Eighth  (Colonel  Kennedy  and  Captain 
Stockbuni  commanding)  in  the  road,  douoling 
on  Philips's  Lc^on,  (Colonel  Cook,)  and  the  Twen- 
ty-fourth Georgia,  (Colonel  McMillan,)  the  Third 
sod  Seventh  South  Carolina  (Colonel  Nance  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bland)  on  the  hill  to  the  left 
of  Marye'a  honse;  the  Seventh  was  afterward 
moved  loa  a  call  from  the  Fifteenth  North  Caro- 
lina regnnent  for  reenforcement)  to  the  right  and 
front  of  Marye's  house,  the  three  left  companies 
beinr  on  the  left  of  the  house,  the  Fifteenth 
SouUi  Carolina  (Colonel  DeSaussure)  in  reserve 
St  the  cemetery ;  the  Third  battalion  (Lieutenant- 
C<^onel  Rice)  was  posted  at  Howison's  mill  to 
resist  any  attack  that  might  have  been  made  up 
Hazel  Ron.  The  Eighth  and  Seventh  regiments 
arrived  in  time  to  assist  in  repelling  a  heavy 
assault  made  on  the  left  at  quarter  to  three  P.  M. 
The  Third  and  Seventh  regiments  suffered  se- 
verely while  getting  into  position,  espedally  the 
former.  Colonel  Nance,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kuth- 
erford.  Major  Moffit,  Captains  Todd,  Summers, 
and  Nance,  were  shot  down  in  succession.  Cap- 
tain Sommert  killed,  the  others  more  or  less 
dangerously  wounded,  leaving  the  regiment  under 
the  command  of  Captain  John  K.  G.  Nance,  as- 
sisted by  Lieutenant  Doby,  aid-de-camp  of  Gen- 
eral Kershatw.  Colonel  Nance,  although  badly 
wounded,  declined  being  removed  at  the  time, 
and  cbntinued  to  encourage  and  direct  his  men, 
and»  alter  he  was  removed  back  to  Marye's  house, 
ordered  that  his  regiment  take  a  new  position, 
where  the  men  would  be  less  exposed,  and  sent 
diiecdona  to  have  them  re-supphed  with  ammu- 
nition. In  the  mean  time,  the  enemy  deployed 
in  a  ravine,  which  was  between  us  and  the  citv, 
and  distant  about  three  or  four  hundred  yards 
from  the  stone  wall,  and  advanced  with  fresh 
columna  to  the  attack,  at  intervals  of  not  more 
than  fifteen  minutes ;  but  they  were  repulsed  with 
ease,  and  driven  back  with  much  loss,  on  every 
occasion.  This  continued  until  about  half  past 
four  p.  v.,  when  the  enemy  ceased  in  their  as- 
sanlta  for  a  time,  and  posting  some  artillery  in 
front  of  the  town  on  the  left  of  the  telegraph 
road,  opened  on  our  position,  doing  but  little 
damage.  The  batteries  of  Colonel  Walton,  on 
Marye's  Hill,  were  at  this  time  silent,  having  ex- 
hausted their  ammunition,  and  they  were  being 
relieved  bv  others  from  Colonel  Alexander's  bat- 
talion* Iwing  advantage  of  the  hill,  the  Fif- 
teenth South  uaroHna  (Colonel  De  Saussure)  was 


brought  forward  from  the  cemetery,  and  posted 
behind  the  stone  wall,  supporting  the  Second 
South  Carolina  regiment  The  enemy,  in  the 
mean  while,  formed  a  strong  column  of  attack, 
and  advanced  under  cover  of  their  own  artUlery, 
and,  no  longer  impeded  by  ours,  came  forward 
along  our  whol^  front,  in  the  most  determined 
manner ;  but  they  were  repulsed  at  all  points. 
The  firing  ceased  as  night  came  on,  and  about 
seven  o'clock  our  pickets  and  those  of  the  enemy 
were  posted  within  a  short  distance  of  each  other. 

About  six  p.  M.,  the  Third  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment was  brought  from  the  hill,  and  posted  on 
the  left  of  Philips's  Georgia  legion,  where  it  was 
relieved  by  General  Kemper,  with  a  portion  of 
his  brigade,  about  seven  P.  M.,  and  was  then 
ordered  in  reserve  by  General  Kershaw,  because 
of  its  previous  heavy  loss. 

The  body  of  one  man,  believed  to  be  an  officer, 
was  fbund  within  about  thirty  yards  of  the  stone 
wall,  and  other  single  bodies  were  scattered  at 
increased  distances,  until  the  main  mass  of  the 
dead  lay  thickly  strewn  over  the  ground  at  some- 
thing over  one.  hundred  jards  off,  and  extending 
to  the  ravine,  commencing  at  the  point  where 
our  men  would  allow  the  enemy's  column  to 
approach  before  opening  fire,  and  beyond  which 
no  organized  body  of  men  was  able  to  pass. 

On  the  fourteenth,  the  enemy  were  in  position 
behind  the  declivities  in  fron^  but  the  opera- 
tions on  both  sides  were  confined  to  skirmishing 
of  sharpshooters. 

On  tne  fifteenth  it  T^as  discovered  that  the 
enemy  had  constructed  rifle-pits  on  the  edse  of 
the  ravine ;  but  nothing  of  interest  occurrea  dur- 
ing the  dav.  Cobb's  brigade  was  relieved  by  that 
of  General  Semmes  on  the  night  of  that  day, 
against  the  wishes,  however,  of  Colonel  McMil- 
lan, commanding  Cobb's  brigade,  who  objected 
to  relinquishing  such  an  honorable  position.  On 
the  sixteenth,  Tuesday  morning,  as  the  fog  lifted, 
it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy's  pickets  were 
withdrawn,  and  scouts,  being  sent  out,  reported 
that  the  enemy  had  retired  across  the  river,  re- 
moving their  bridges.  The  town  was  re-occupied 
by  two  regiments  from  Kershaw's  brigade,  and 
a  nun)ber  of  prisoners,  arms,  frc,  were  taken. 

Captain  Cuthbert,  of  the  Second  South  Caro- 
lina regiment,  with  his  company  of  sharpshooters, 
was  thrown  out  on  the  edge  of  Hazel  Run,  and 
did  good  service  in  annoving  the  flank  of  the 
enemy  as  their  columns  aavanced  to  the  attack. 
His  loss  was  considerable. 

When  General  Kershaw's  brigade  was  sent  to 
the  front,  its  plsce  along  the  main  line  of  defence 
was  occupied  oy  the  brigade  of  Bri^Euiier-General 
Jenkins,  a  regiment  from  which  occupied  the 
right  flank  of  the  troops  at  the  foot  of^  Marye's 
Hill,  along  Hazel  Run,  and  was  of  essential  ser- 
vice. 

The  Lieutenant-General  was,  however,  over- 
looking the  movements  of  all,  and  every  order 
was  issued  under  his  supervision.  The  presence 
of  himself  and  the  General-in-Chief  inspired  the 
troops  and  rendered  them  invincible.  The  very 
great  enthusiasm  and  ardent  desire  for  the  enemy 
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to  advance  which  existed  and  was  evident  among 
all,  officers  and  men,  could  not  be  surpassed. 
And,  when  it  was  discovered,  on  the  sixteenth, 
that  the  enemy  had  retired,  there  was  an  univer- 
sal expression  of  disappointment. 

The  artillery  along  tne  heights,  under  the  su- 
pervision of  Colonel  H.  C.  Cabell,  chief  of  artil- 
lery, and  his  subordinate,  Major  llamilton,  opened 
fire  on  the  enemy's  left  flank  whenever  the  col- 
umn advanced,  with  such  effect  as  to  always  force 
them  to  retire  in  disorder,  or  to  incline  to  their 
right  under  shelter  of  ravines  and  rising  ground, 
forced  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  to  retire,  which 
had  come  forward  on  the  right,  and  was  of  mate- 
rial assistance  in  checking  the  advance  of  their 
troops,  which  were  threatening  the  centre.  I 
refer  you  to  the  special  report  of  Colonel  Cabell 
in  reference  to  t^e  operations  of  the  artillery. 

The  country  and  the  army  have  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  Brigadier-General  Thomas  R.  R.  Cobb, 
who  fell  while  in  position  with  his  brigade,  and 
was  borne  from  Uie  field  while  his  men  were 
repulsinff  the  first  assaults  of  the  enemy.  He 
had  but  lately  been  promoted  to  a  brigade,  and 
his  devotion  to  his  duties,  his  aptitude  for  the 
profession  of  arms,  and  his  control  over  his  men, 
1  have  never  seen  surpassed.  Our  country  has 
lost  a  pure  and  able  defender  of  her  rights,  both 
in  the  coimcil  and  the  field. 

My  Aid-de-camp,  Captain  H.  L.  King,  was 
killed  on  Marye's  Hill,  pierced  with  five  balls, 
while  conveying  an  order  to  Brigadier-General 
Cobb.  He  was  a  brave  and  accomplished  officer 
and  gentleman,  and  had  already  distinguished 
himself  during  the  operations  in  front  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, as  he  had  done  in  all  the  other 
engagements  when  on  duty. 

Lieutenant  T.  S.  B.  Tucker,  my  other  Aid-de- 
camp, was  badly  wounded,  while  bearing  one  of 
my  orders.  He  has  always  been  noted  for  his 
daring  and  gallantry. 

The  services  of  my  Adjutant-General,  Major 
James  M.  Goggin,  were  important  and  distin- 
guished, as  they  have  been  always. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  other  members  of 


my  staff.  Major  McLaws  and  Major  Edwards, 
for  their  assistance ;  to  Lieutenant  Edwards, 
ordnance  officer,  who  was  active  and  efficient  in 
supplying  ammunition  to  the  troops  ;  and  to 
Lieutenant  Campbell,  of  the  engineers,  who  had 
been  engaged  day  and  night,  frequently  all  night, 
in  strengthening  the  di&rent  positions,  and  on 
all  occasions  was  very  devoted  and  prompt  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties. 

Colonel  McMillan,  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Geor- 
gia, who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  bri- 
gade when  General  Cobb  was  disabled,  during 
the  first  assaults  of  the  enemy  on  Marye's  Hill, 
behaved  with  distinguished  gallantr^r  and  coolness. 

General  Barksdede  commanded  his  fine  brigade 
as  it  should  have  been  commanded,  and  added 
new  laurels  to  those  gained  on  every  other  pre- 
vious battle-field. 

I  call  attention  to  the  conduct  of  General  Ker- 
shaw, who,  after  the  fall  of  General  Cobb,  com- 
manded the  troops  about  Marye's  Hill,  composed 
of  his  own  brigade  and  that  of  General  Cobb. 
He  possesses  military  talents  of  a  high  order, 
and  unites  with  them  that  self-possession  and 
daring  gallantry  which  endears  him  to  Ins  com- 
mand, and  inspires  a  confidence  which  but  in- 
creases as  the  aanger  grows  more  imminent. 

My  Inspector-General,  Major  Costin,  was  par- 
ticularly active  and  distinguished  in  leading 
troops  into  position  and  carrying  orders,  fre- 
quently under  the  hottest  fire,  and  for  his  dose 
attention  to  all  his  duties. 

The  brigade  of  General  Semmes  was  not  ac- 
tually engaged ;  but,  under  his  supervision,  the 
position  he  commanded  was  strongly  fortified, 
and  his  men  were  well  prepared  and  eager  for 
the  fight  under  his  leadership* 

Surgeon  Gilmon,  chief  surgeon  of  the  division, 
had  his  field  hospital  in  readiness,  and  his  arrange- 
ments were  so  complete  that  there  was  no  deten- 
tion or  unnecessary  suffering  of  the  wounded,  and 
those  who  could  not  remain  in  camp  were  sent 
at  once  to  the  hospitals  in  Richmond. 

The  loss  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  in 
my  command,  was  as  follows :  — 


Command. 


Kershaw's  Brigade 

Barksdale's  Brigade 
Cobb's  Brigade  .  . 
Semmes'  Brigade  . 


Grand  total 


d 

H 

• 

8 

■ 

2 

*S 

s 

;9 

< 

s 

30 

333 

1 

373 

29 

161 

62 

242 

32 

196 

4 

231 

4 

... 

4 

100 

686 

67 

853 

Bbma&ks. 


(  One  missing,  sapposed  to  hare  l)ecn  kUlod 
}     while  the  regiment  was  on  picket. 


I  enclose  reports  of  the  several  brigade  com- 
manders, with  those  of  their  respective  regimen- 
tal and  battalion  commanders,  excepting  General 
Barksdale,  who,  receiving  a  leave  of  absence, 
went  away  without  rendering  his  report ;  those 


of  his  regimental  commanders  are,  however,  en- 
closed. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  McLaws, 

MiOor-G«neral. 
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BEFOBT  OF  MAJOB-GENJ!.l&AL  RAKSOM. 

Hbadqvabters  Dnnsioir,    { 
Camp  nbab  Fbedbbicksbubo,  Va.,  Deo.  20, 1882.  { 

Major  G.  M.  Sorrel f  Assistant  Adjutani-Qenerdl 

First  Corps  A.  N.  K: 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  aubmit  the  following 
report  of  my  division  during  the  several  days' 
operations  before  Fredericksburg,  commencing  on 
the  eterenth  instant : 

On  the  morning  of  that  day  the  division  took 
position  about  six  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  our 
Datteiieflt  which  were  upon  Marye's  and  Willis's 
HiUs,  and  at  the  time  occupied  by  the  Washing- 
ton urtilleiy.  About  noon,  it  was  withdrawn  to 
the  Telegraph  road,  a  little  in  rear  of  where  Gen- 
eral Longstreet  hod  his  headquarters  during  the 
day.  At  nine  o'clock  P.  M.,  it  retook  the  position 
of  the  morning,  Cooke's  brigade  being  advanced 
to  within  two  hundred  yards  of  our  batteries,  and 
the  Twenty-fourth  North  Carolina,  of  my  brigade, 
was  placed  in  a  ditch  on  the  left,  and  in  the  pro- 
longation of  Cobb's  brigade,  which  occupied  the 
Telegraph  road  in  front  of  Marye's  and  Willis's 
hills.  The  left  of  the  Twenty-fourth  rested  on  the 
plank  road.  My  batteries  remained  in  rear  of 
the  diviaioiL 

On  the  twelfUi  there  was  no  change  except  the 
pladng  of  three  long-range  guns  from  Cooper's 
(Mttery  near  Howison's  house  on  the  right  of  the 
Tdegrapfa  road«  During  these  two  £iys  occa- 
sional snells  from  the  enemy's  guns  burst  among 
and  near  the  troops,  but  there  were  few»  or  no 
injnriea. 

About  half  past  eleven  o'clock  a.  H.,  on  the 
thirteeath,  large  numbers  of  skirmishers  were 
thrown  out  from  the  town  by  the  enemy,  and  it 
soon  became  evident  that  an  eiSbrt  would  be 
made  to  take  our  batteries,  which  I  was  support- 
ing. Cooke's  brigade  was  ordered  to  occupy  the 
crest  of  Marye's  and  Willis's  Hills,  which  was  done 
in  fine  style.  By  this  time  the  enemy  backed  his 
skirmishers  with  a  compact  line,  and  advanced 
towards  the  hills ;  but  the  Washington  artillery 
and  a  well-directed  fire  from  Cobb's  and  Cooke's 
brigades  drove  them  quickly  back  to  their  shelter 
in  ue  town.  But  a  few  minutes  elapsed  before 
another  line  was  formed  bv  the  enemy,  he  all  the 
while  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  with  sharpshooters. 
This  line  advanced  with  the  utmost  determination, 
and  some  few  of  them  got  within  fifty  yards  of 
our  line ;  but  the  whole  were  forced  to  retire  in 
wild  confusion  before  the  telling  fire  of  our  small 
arms  at  such  short  range. 

During  this  attack,  two  of  Cooke's  regiments, 
being  badly  exposed,  (for  there  were  then  no 
rifle-pits  on  the  hills,)  were  thrown  into  the  road 
with  Cobb's  brigade.  For  some  few  minutes  there 
was  a  cessation  of  fire  \  but  we  were  not  kept 
long  in  expectancy.  The  enemy  now  seemed  de- 
termined to  reach  our  position,  and  formed,  ap- 
parently, a  triple  Une.  Observing  this  movement 
on  his  part,  I  broueht  up  the  three  regiments  of 
my  brigade  to  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the 
crest  or  the  hills,  and  pushed  forward  the  Twentv- 
fifth  North  Carolina  volunteers  to  the  crest    The 


enemy,  almost  massed,  moved  to  the  charge 
heroically,  and  met  the  withering  fire  of  our  ar- 
tillery and  small  arms  with  wonderful  stanch- 
ness.  On  they  came  to  within  less  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  paces  of  our  line ;  but  nothing 
could  live  before  the  sheet  of  lead  that  was  hurled 
at  them  from  this  distance.  They  momentarily 
wavered,  broke,  and  rushed  headlong  from  the 
field.  A  few,  however,  more  resolute  than  the 
rest,  lingered  under  cover  of  some  fences  and 
houses,  and  annoyed  us  with  a  scattering  but 
well-directed  fire.  The  Twenty-fifth  North  Caro- 
lina volunteers  reached  the  crest  of  the  hill  just 
in  time  to  pour  into  the  enemy  a  few  volleys  at 
most  deadly  range,  and  then  took  position,  shoul- 
der to  shoulder,  with  Cobb's  and  Cooke's  men  in 
the  road. 

During  this  attack,  the  gallant  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Cobb  was  mortally  wounded,  and  almost  at 
the  same  instant  Brigadier-General  Cooke  was 
wounded  and  taken  from  the  field.  Colonel  HaU, 
Forty-sixth  North  Carolina  volunteers,  succeeded 
to  the  command  of  his  brigade.  Nothing  daunt- 
ed by  the  fearful  punishment  he  had  received, 
the  enemy  brought  out  fresh  and  increased 
numbers  of  troops.  Fearing  lest  he  migbt,  by 
mere  force  of  numbers,  pass  over  our  line,  I  de- 
termined to  meet  him  with  every  man  at  my  dis- 
posal, and  started  in  person  to  place  the  remain- 
ing two  re^ment  of  my  brigade.  Just  *at  this 
instant,  Bngadier-Oeneral  Kershaw  dashed,  on 
horseback,  at  the  head  of  one  of  his  regiments, 
up  the  new  road  leading  from  the  Telegraph  road, 
and  near  the  mill,  and  led  it  into  the  %ht  imme- 
diately at  Marye's  house.  A  second  re^ment 
from  his  brigade  followed  and  took  position  in 
rear  of  and  near  the  graveyard  on  Willis's  Hill, 
and  remained  there.  I  now  advanced  my  regi- 
ments, and  placed  one  a  few  yards  in  rear  of 
Marye's  house,  and  the  other  on  its  right  and  a 
little  more  retired.  With  his  increased  numbers  the 
enemy  moved  forward.  Our  men  held  their  fire 
until  it  would  be  fiitally  effective ;  meantime,  oui* 
artillery  was  spreading  fearful  havoc  among  the 
enemy's  ranks.  Still  he  advanced  and  received 
the  destructive  fire  of  our  line  ;  even  mpre  reso- 
lute than  before,  he  seemed  determined,  madly, 
to  press  on ;  but  his  efforts  could  avail  nothing. 
At  leng:th,  broken  and  seemingly  dismayed,  the 
whole  mass  turned  and  fied  to  the  very  centre  of 
the  town.  At  this  time,  I  sent  my  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral to  the  road  to  ascertain  the  condition  of 
the  troops  and  the  amount  of  ammunition  on 
hand.  His  report  was  truly  gratifying,  repre- 
senting the  men  in  highest  spirits,  and  abundance 
of  ammunition.  I  had  ordered  Cobb's  brigade 
to  be  supplied  from  my  wagons. 

The  afternoon  was  now  nearly  spent,  and  it  ap- 
peared that  the  enemy  would  not  again  renew  his 
atteinpts  to  carry  our  position.  Again,  however, 
an  effort,  more  feeble  than  those  which  had  pre- 
ceded, was  made  to  push  his  troops  over  the 
bodies  of  the  now  numerous  slain.  The  sun  was 
down,  and  darkness  was  fast  hiding  the  enemy 
from  view,  and  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose  there 
would  be  no  further  movement,  at  least  toward 
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the  poiut  we  held ;  but  the  frequent  and  deter- 
mined assaults  he  had  made  would  not  permit  me 
to  despise  either  his  courage  or  his  hardihood, 
and  thmking  that,  as  a  last  -alternative,  he  might 
resort  to  the  bayonet  under  cover  of  darkness,  I 
massed  mv  little  command  so  as  to  meet  such  an 
attack  witn  all  the  power  we  were  capable  of  ex- 
erting. Instead,  however,  of  a  charge  with  the 
bayonet,  just  after  dark  he  opened  a  tremendous 
fire  of  small  arms,  and  at  short  range,  upon  my 
whole  line.  This  last  desperate  and  maddened 
attack  met  the  same  fate  which  had  befallen  those 
which  preceded,  and  his  hosts  were  sent,  actually 
howling,  back  \o  their  beaten  comrades  in  the 
town.  A  short  time  before  the  last  attack,  Bri^- 
adier-Oeneral  Kemper  had  reported  to  me  with  his 
brigade.  With  two  of  his  regiments  I*  relieved 
the  Twenty-fourth  North  Carolina  volunteers, 
which  had  Seen  in  the  ditch  two  days*  and  placed 
the  others  in  close  supporting  distance  at  the 
crest  of  the  hill. 

During  the  whole  time  the  enemy's  artillery 
had  not  ceased  to  play  upon  us ;  but  our  batteries 
took  no  notice  of  it,  reserving  their  fire  and  using 
it  against  the  enemy's  infantry,  as  it  would  form 
and  advance,  with  extraordinary  effect  Thus 
ended  the  fighting  in  front  of  Fredericksburg. 

By  ten  o*dock  p.  M.,  General  Kershaw  had  put 
the  whole  of  his  brigade  in  the  road,  and  sent  me 
%yord  he  could  hold  it.  I  was  satisfied  no  further 
attempt  would  be  made  by  the  enemy  before  day- 
light, and  withdrew  my  division  two  hundred 
yards,  and  permitted  it  to  rest.  At  this  time  of 
night,  I  received  orders  to  send  a  battery  of  long- 
range  guns  to  Major  Gamett  The  three  guns 
of  Cooper's,  at  Howison's  house,  were  sent,  and 
they  replaced  by  a  like  number  from  Branch's 
battery. 

Until  about  four  F.  M.,  on  the  thirteenth,  the 
Washington  artillery  had  served  in  the  batteries, 
when  it  was  relieved  by  Colonel  Alexander's  bat- 
talion, and,  during  the  night,  I  replaced  five  of 
his  guns  with  twelve-pounder  howitzers  from  my 
batteries.  During  the  day,  only  three  of  my 
guns  were  in  action,  and  those  were  at  the  Howi- 
son  house.  I  am  informed  by  the  report  of  the 
captain  that  they  did  good  service,  both  in  the 
du'ection  of  Fredericksburg  and  more  to  the 
right 

On  the  fourteenth  little  of  moment  occurred. 
The  enemy  annoyed  us  by  an  unceasing  fire  from 
sharpshooters,  but  did  little  injury.  Early  on 
that  night,  I  was  directed  to  return  Kemper's 
brigade  to  General  Pickett  It  was  replaced  by 
my  own.    Before  daylight,  orders  came  to  relieve 


A.  h^d  sent  me,  by  a  few  well-directed  shells  dis- 
persed the  infantry  in  the  town  and  dislodged  the 
sharpshooters. 

About  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth, 
Brigadier-General  Jenkins,  with  his  brigade,  re- 
ported to  me,  and  relieved  Cooke's. 

Too  high  commendation  cannot  be  bestowed 
upon  the  troops  under  my  command,  and  those 
or  other  corps  who  came  under  my  observation ; 
and  I  trust  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention 
some,  at  least,  of  the  latter.  The  unwavering 
firmness  evinced  throughout,  by  all,  raises  them 
to  the  highest  pitch  of  admiration. 

The  field,  on  the  thirteenth,  presented  the  un- 
precedented spectacle  of  a  fierce  battle  raging,  and 
not  a  straggler  from  the  ranks. 

Brigadier-General  Cooke  was  wounded  early  in 
the  action,  but  handled  his  troops  welL 

Brigadier-General  Kemper  came  upon  the  field 
late,  but  in  the  handsomest  st^le,  under  a  gal- 
ling fire,  moved  his  command  mto  position  with 
the  greatest  alacrity  and  steadiness,  and,  during 
this  time,  lost  a  few  killed  and  quite  a  number 
wounded. 

While  I  do  not  disnaraf^e  any,  I  cannot  fail  to 
mention  the  splendid  and  dashing  action  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  North  Carolina  volunteers,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Bryson  commanding,  in  going  into 
battle. 

Though  no  part  of  my  command,  I  will  not  pass 
over  the  already  famous  Washington  artHiery. 
Its  gallantry  and  efiiciency  are  above  praise. 

^  Colonel  Alexander,  of  the  artillery,  brought  in 
his  batfalion  admirably,  and  relieved  the  Wash- 
ington artillery  under  a  hot  fire. 

I  regret  that  I  could  not  witness  the  part  taken 
by  the  long-range  guns  of  my  batteries ;  but,  from 
the  commanders'  reports,  they  did  good  service, 
both  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg  and  more 
to  the  right  of  our  lines.  Lieutenant  branch,  in 
charge  of  the  two  pieces  above  mentioned,  han- 
dled them  beautifully. 

Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Cooke,  Twenty-fourth 
North  Carolina  volunteers,  was  severely  wounded. 
I  have  before  witnessed  his  conduct,  and  no  one 
more  highly  merits  promotion. 

The  valuable  assistance  and  daring  p;allantry 
of  my  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Captain  Thom- 
as Kowland,  and  volunteer  Aid,  Dr.  H.  L  Davis, 
deserve  my  warmest  commendation.  They,  three 
times  each  during  the  day,  traversed  the  entire 
front  of  mv  line,  descending  and  returning  from 
the  road,  thus  six  times  running  the  gantlet  of  a 
most  fearful  fire. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Lieutenant  £.  A.  Thorn, 


Jenkins's  brigade,  on  me  right  of  the  Telegraph  ordnance  officer  for  division,  for  his  devotion  and 
road,  which  I  had  now  with  my  own,  and  the  energ)'.     Whatever  might  have  been  the  duration 


latter  was  replaced  by  Cooke's  and  one  regiment 
from  Featherston's,  which  was  immediately  on 
my  left 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fifteenth,  laree 
numbers  of  infantry  were  seen  collecting  in  the 
town,  and  the  sharpshooters  again  began  to  be 
troublesome.  Colonel  Alexander  and  Lieutenant 
Branch,  the  latter  having  charge  of  a  twelve- 
pounder  howitzer  and  a  Napoleon  which  Colonel 


of  the  battle,  so  long  as  ammunition  could  have 
been  had,  I  felt  sure  that  my  troops  would  be 
supplied.  After  the  battle,  he  collected  about  two 
thousand  small  arms,  ' 

Lieutenant  and  Aid-de-camp  Brodnax  rendered 
valuable  aid. 

I  should  fail  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  notice  the 
splendid  dash  of  General  Kershaw  and  his  staff. 

Lieutenant  Landry,  of  Captain  Maurin's  bat- 
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teiyt  I  beliere,  eiHed  the  Donelson  artillery,  by 
direction  of  Captain  Latrobe,  Assistant  Adjutant 
and  lQspectc»r<^neral9  took  his  piece  from  behind 
the  epaulement  in  order  to  dislodge  a  body  of  the 
enemy  upon  whom  the  battery  could  not  play. 
Most  effectually  he  performed  this  senricef  but, 
in  doin^  so,  lost  several  of  his  men  and  had  his 
niece  disabled.  His  eondnot  was  admirable,  for, 
during  the  time,  be  was  exposed  to  a  direct  fire 
of  six  and  an  enfilade  fire  of  fouAguns. 

With  sadness,  we  mourn  the  loss  of  many  gal- 
lant mmn ;  but  I  will  pay  a  special  tribute  to  the 
intrepid  General  Cobb,  who  lell,  mortally  wound- 
ed, in  the  midst  of  his  men,  while  nobly  defend- 
ing our  righteous  cause.  His  brigade,  tluroughout 
the  da^,  remained  at  the  post  of  honor,  in  the 
front  hne. 

Among  those  who  fiBll,  and  those  of  his  com- 
rades who  lament  his  loss,  there  was  not  one 
more  meritorious  than  the  modest,  but  braye  and 
manlv,  Major  Kelly,  of  the  Thirty-fifth  North 
Caromia  Tolunteers. 

To  two  of  my  couriers,  private  Devam,  Twenty- 
fourth,  and  private  Hood,  Thirty-sixth  North 
Carolina  volunteers,  I  am  truly  indebted  for  their 
devotion,  gallantry,  and  intelligence,  during  the 
several  da^^s. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  complete  list  of  the  casu- 
alties in  my  division ;  in  the  am«gate,  five  hun- 
dred and  thirty.  The  wounded  bear  a  large 
proportion  to  the  killed.  Before  the  town  there 
were  not  engaged,  all  told,  on  our  part,  more 
than  fiv^  thousand.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate 
exactly  the  number  of  the  enemy  who  were  op- 
posed to  us.  From  prisoners  taken,  it  is  oertam 
that  all  of  Sumner's  grand  division  and  part  of 
Hooker's  were  brought  against  the  position. 
Among  these  can  be  named,  specially,  Hancock's 
and  Whipple's  division,  the  Insh  brigade,  and  the 
whole  of  the  regular  infimtry  of  the  old  United 
States  army,  the  latter  under  Bykes. 

The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  most  have  been  very 
large.  Each  of  the  nights  of  Saturday,  Sunday, 
and  Monday,  the  enemy  bore  off  large  numbers. 
On  Tuesday  I  walked  over  the  field,  and  the 
slain  lay  in  many  places  piled  up  on  each  other. 
As  I  understand  an  accurate  count  of  those 
buried  has  been  made,  I  will  not  hazard  an  opin- 
ion as  to  the  real  number  killed.  The  havoc  was 
appaUing;        I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant^ 

R.  Ransom,  Jr., 

BrigMUer-Genersl  eommanillng  DlTUion. 

XEFOBT  OF  MAJOB-GENJBRAL  HOOD. 
^  Divisiov  Heaoquabtrrs,  keab  { 

F&aDERlCKSBUKO,  VA.      { 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  participation  of  my  command,  com- 
posed of  the  Texas  brigade,  Brigadier-Qeneral  J. 
B.  Roberston  commanding ;  Law's  brigade,  Brig- 
adier-General £.  M.  Law  commanding;  Ander- 
•on's  brigade,  Brigadier-Oenerat  G.  T.  Anderson 
commanding  i  Toombs's  brigade,  Colonel  H.  L. 
Bsoning  commanding,  and  iteilly's,  Bachman's,  i 
and  Gardner'a  battenes,  in  the  l>attie  of  Freder-  j 


ieksburg,  December  thirteenth,  1862,  and  opera-' 
tions  in  connection  therewith : 

In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  Lieuten- 
ant-General  commanding,  on  hearing  the  signal 
guns,  about  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh  December,  I  immediately  formed  my 
command  and  moved  into  position  along  the  crest 
of  the  hills  stretching  from  Dr.  Reynolds's  house 
to  near  the  raibroad  crossing,  and  occupied  the 
Bowling  Green  road  with  a  heavy  line  of  skir- 
mishers. Soon  afterwards,  I  pushed  forward 
about  one  hundred  riflemen  to  harass  the  enemy 
in  his  efforts  to  throw  a  bridge  across  the  Rap- 
pahannock River,  at  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run. 
This  party  was  unable,  however,  to  effect  the  de- 
sired object,  in  consequence  of  the  ground  not 
affording  shelter  to  the  men  within  rifle  range  of 
the  river.  My  scouts  having  reported,  near  dark, 
that  the  enemy  had  completed  a  bridge  across  the 
river  immediately  below  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run, 
and  in  my  front,  I  increased  my  force  in  the 
Bowlins;  Green  road,  and  threw  a  line  of  skirmish-  ^ 
ers  to  the  front,  with  orders  to  the  commanding  ^ 
officer  to  hold  the  road.  The  enemy  commenced 
crossing  infantry  and  artillery  at  dark,  and  con- 
tinued doiufj^  so  throughout  the  night,  at  the  same 
time  deploymg  to  their  left,  to  and  below  Mr. 
Arthur  Bernard's  house,  thereby  indicating  his 
intention  to  attack  our  riffhu 

During  the  night,  I  withdrew  the  force  from  the 
Bowling  Green  road,  and  the  line  of  skirmishers 
back  to  the  road.  At  about  ten  o'clock,  on  the 
momine  of  the  twelfth,  I  was  relieved  by  General 
A.  P.  HiU's  division,  and,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  the  Lientenant-General  commanding,  re- 
lieved General  Pickett  on  my  left.  Discovering 
a  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  deployed  along  the 
raiboad,  I  detached  two  companies  from  Toombs's 
and  one  company  from  Law's  origade,  and,  without 
loss  on  our  side,  drove  them  off,  killing  two  or 
three  men  and  five  horses.  About  dark.  General 
Pickett  reoccupied  his  original  position ;  and,  in 
compliance  with  instructionB  fh>m  the  Lieu  tenant- 
General  commanding,  I  moved  my  command 
back  to  my  original  noaition,  with  orders  to  co- 
operate with  A.  P.  Hill's  or  any  other  troops  of 
General  T.  J.  Jackson's  corps. 

On  the  thirteenth,  during  the  engagement  on 
the  right  of  our  line,  a  considerable  force  of  the 
enemy  defiled  from  the  right  bank  of  Deep  Run, 
and,  forming  line  of  battle,  advanced,  driving 
our  skirmishers  from  and  occupying  the  railroad. 
Two  of  Brigadier-General  Law's  regiments,  the 
Fifty-sevenUi  North  Carolina,  Colonel  A.  C.  God- 
win commanding,  and  Fiftv-fourth  North  Carolina, 
Colonel  J.  C.  McDowell  commanding,  were 
thrown  forward,  the  Fifty-seventh  leading,  and  in 
saHant  style  drove  the  enemy  from  the  position 
ne  had  gained,  following  him  up  to  within  three 
hundred  yards  of  the  Bowling  Green  road,  and 
punishing  him  severely.  These  regiments,  with 
the  Fourth  Alabama,  Law's  brigade,  support,  held 
the  railroad  until  dark,  when  uiey  were  relieved 
by  other  troops  from  my  command,  who  retained 
possession  of  it  until  the  enemy  recrossed  the 
river,  on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth. 
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•    As  usual,  Briffadier-General  Law  was  conspio- 
.  uouB  upon  the  field,  acting  with  great  gallantry, 
and  had  his  horae  killed  under  nim  wnilst  per- 
sonally directing  the  movements  of  his  brigade. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  gallant  bearing  of  both  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina 
regiment,  Colonel  A.  C.  Godwin  commanding,  in 
their  charge  on  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy, 
posted  in  the  strong  position  he  had  gained. 
Equal  praise  is  due  the  Fifty-fourth  North  paro- 
lina  regiment,  Colonel  J.  C.  McDowell  command- 
ing, for  their  ^ble  support  of  the  Fifty-seventh, 
and  especially  for  theur  display  of  discipline  in 
changing  front  under,  fire,  to  cover  the  left  flank 
of  the  Fifty-seventh  from  the  fire  of  a  force  of 
the  enemy  occupying  Deep  Run,  below  the  rail- 
road, to  which  they  became  exposed  in  conse- 


quence of  their  pursuit  of  the  force  they  had 
dislodged.  Indeed,  I  cannot  in  justice  onut  to 
mention  the  bearing  and  morale  of  my  entire 
command  during  the  time  the  enemy  was  in  our 
front,  as  evidenced  by  their  earnest  desire  to  be 
led  t»  battle  and  their  presence  at  all  times,  as, 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  not  a  single  officer 
or  man  left  ranks  without  proper  authority. 

The  members  of  my  staff  were,  as  usuaU  at 
their  posts,  and  zealous  in  the  discharge  of 
every  duty  devolving  upon  them.  Below  will  be 
found  a  summary  of  Uie  casualties  of  my  command. 

For  further  particulars,  attention  is  called  to 
accompanying  reports  of  brigade  commanders. 
I  am.  Major,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Hood, 

M^}or-General,  commsinMng 
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BEPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENEBAL  D.  H.  HILL. 

Headquarters  Division,  December  24, 1882. 
Captain  A.  8.  Pendleton^  A,  A,  O. : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  opera- 
tions of  my  command  around  Fredericksbui^. 
On  the  third  December  my  division  was  sent  to 
Port  Royal,  to  prevent  the  crossing  of  the  Yan- 
kees at  or  near  that  point.  Four  Yankee  gun- 
boats were  then  lying  opposite  the  town.  Kifle- 
pits  were  constructed  above  the  town  on  the 
night  of  the  fourth,  to  prevent  the  pirates  from 
ascending ;  and  Hardaway's  Whitworth  gun  was 
placed  on  Jack's  Hill,  some  three  miles  below  the 
town,  and  his  remaining  two  guns,  with  Garter's 
Parrott*s,  were  placed  on  the  hill  due  west  of  the 
town.  Hardaway  opened  upon  the  gunboats 
about  three  o'clock,  on  the  fifth  instant.  Finding 
the  fire  too  hot  for  them,  they  fled  back  to  town, 
where  they  were  sheltered  from  Carter's  fire. 
Hardaway  continued  to  pelt  them ;  and,  to  stop 
his  fire,  (as  is  supposed,)  the  ruffians  commenced 
shelling  the  town,  full  of  women  and  children. 
The  town  was  partially  destroyed,  but  a  merciful 
•  God  kindly  protected  the  inoffensive  inhabitants. 
A  dog  was  killed  and  a  negro  wounded ;  no  other 
living  being  was  injured.  Finding  that  Harda- 
way's  fire  did  not  slacken,  the  pirates  fled  down 
the  river.  But  now  a  worse  fate  awaited  them 
than  a  distant  cannonade.  The  gallant  Major 
Pelham,  of  General  Stuart's  horse  artillery,  had 
a  section  of  artillery  immediately  on  the  bank  of 


the  river,  and  gave  them  a  parting  salute.  He 
was  greeted  with  grape  and  canister,  and  had  one 
man  Killed.  There  were  no  casualties  at  my  bat- 
teries. From  Yankee  sources,  we  learned  that 
the  pirates  lost  six  killed  and  twenty  wounded. 
Whether  thev  over-estimated  or  under-estimated 
their  loss,  I  do  not  know*  They  sometimes  lie  on 
one  side,  and  sometimes  on  another.  In  a  few 
days,  the  pirates  returned  as  hip^h  as  Port  To- 
bago, with  five  more  of  thai  thievish  consorts. 
Eleven  rifle  guns  of  Colonel  Browne's  reserve 
artillery  and  all  my  division  batteries  were  brought 
down  to  the  river,  under  cover  of  a  dense  fog, 
and,  when  it  lifted,  were  opened  upon  them. 
The  firing  was  bad,  except  from  the  Whitworth, 
and  it  soon  drove  them  under  cover  of  a  tiiick 
growth  .of  woods,  where  they  lay  concealed.  We 
have  learned,  from  the  same  respectable  Yankee 
source;  that  three  of  the  pirates  were  struck,  one 
three  times,  and  that  a  captain  was  killed  and 
four  or  five  other  thieves  knocked  on  the  head. 
We  had  no  casualties.  Just  before  sundowy,  on 
the  twelfth  instant,  I  received  an  order  to  march 
that  night  to  Fredericksburg,  as  the  Yankees 
were  expected  to  attack  General  Lee  the  next 
day.  A  portion  of  my  command  was  twenty-two 
miles  from  that  city,  and  the  most  of  them  from 
eighteen  to  twenty.  We  began  our  march  imme- 
diately, and  proceeded  until  we  were  stopped  by 
encountering  General  Earljr's  column,  some  three 
miles  from  Hamilton's  Crossing.  We  waited  until 
daylight,  and  then  followed  General  Early.    His 
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(fiTiiioa  was  placed  in  the  second  line,  behind 
Genera]  A.  P.  Hill,  and  my  division  in  the  third 
Hne.  behind  General  Early.  We  remained  in  that 
poiition  uBtfl  noon,  when  the  division  was  or- 
dered oa  the  extreme  right  to  meet  a  flank  move- 
ment of  tiie  Yankees,  nnder  General  Donbleday. 
We  were,  however,  soon  ordered  back,  as  Doable- 
day  did  not  advance,  and  onr  front  line,  under 
Geoeral  A.  P.  Hill,  had  been  broken.  General 
^rly  poshed  forward  and  recovered  the  lost 
ground,  and  my  division  took  Early's  position. 
My  diviflion  artillery  and  the  reserve  artillery, 
under  Colonel  Brown,  (temporarily  under  my 
command,)  were  sent  forwara  in  the  afternoon 
to  relieve  the  batteries  which  had  been  engaged 
in  the  morning.  The  relieving  batteries  have 
been  highly  commended  for  gallant  and  effective 
terriee.  Captains  Carter,  Htmlaway,  Bondurant, 
Fry,  and  Page  were  oonspicnoue  here,  as  every- 
where, for  gSlantry  and  alacrity  in  the  discharee 
of  duty.  Towards  sundown,  on  the  thirteenth, 
a  general  advance  of  our  lines  was  ordered,  pre- 
ceded by  artilleiy.  Artillery  officers  were  called 
for  to  volunteer  for  this  hazardous  duty.  Cap- 
tain Bondurant  and  Lieutenants  Pendleton  and 
Carter,  of  my  division,  volunteered  and  brought 
out  their  batteries.  The  answering  reply  of  the 
Yankee  artillery  to  ours  was  so  rapid  ana  constant 
that  the  admnce  was  halted  before  our  columns 
emerged  from  the  woods  to  view. 

On  the  fourteenth  instant,  Generals  Early  and 
Taliaferro  occupied  the  front  line,  my  dirision 
the  second  line,  and  General  A.  P.  Hill  the  third. 
The  Yankees,  having  been  terribly  thrashed  »the 
day  before,  were  quiescent  on  the  fourteenth. 
They  had  established  themselves  in  a  hedge-row, 
and  had  It  lined  with  artillery.  Hardaway  ^ot 
a  position,  widi  his  Whitworth  gun,  from  which 
be  could  enfilade  the  line.  He  drove  out  all  their 
batteries,  and  made  tiiem  leave  at  a  gallop.  I 
think  tlmt  his  gun  killed  the  Yankee  General 
Bayard,  as  no  other  of  our  guns  could  carry  so 
far' as  to  the  point  where  he  was  struck.  At 
Upperville,  on  November  second,  this  gun  put  to 
%ht  two  Yankee  batteries,  and  cavalry  and  ar- 
tiUery,  at  the  distance  of  three  miles  and  a  half. 
Grimes'a  brigade  occupied  the  extreme  right  of 
our  £nmt  Hne  on  the  night  of  the  thirteentn,  and 
held  the  same  position  for  the  next  two  days. 
Thii  brigade  also  frimished  a  hundred  sharp- 
fthootem  to  support  Stuart,  and  these  were  con- 
sUnity  akirmislung  with  the  Yankees  during  the 
foaneeoth  and  mteenth.  Colonel  Estes,  with 
h»  regiment,  Forty-fourth  Georgia,  Doles's  bri- 
gade, was  aUo  sent  to  support  Stuart  on  the 
night  of  the  thirteenth,  ana  remained  with  him 
ontil  the  fifteenth.  These  advance  troops,  to- 
gether with  the  skirmishers  thrown  out  from  each 
Brigade  when  on  the  advance  line,  were  the  onlv 
portiooa  of  my  division  activelv  engaged  witn 
the  Yankees.  My  division  relieved  Generals 
Barly  and  Taliaferro  before  day  on  the  fifteenth, 
aod*rcmained  aU  day  in  the  advance.  Major 
Jones's  battalion,  of  my  division  artillery,  was 
placed  on  our  left  flank*  The  Yankeea  were 
umsaally  placid  on  the  fifteenth.    The  only  firing 


worthy  of  notice  was  from  some  dozen  or  twenty 
pieces  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  attempting 
to  dislodge  Hardaway  from  his  enfilading  posi- 
tion. He,  however,  lay  quietly  on  his  straw-rick, 
looking  at  them  with  his  glass,  and  only  firing 
when  he  could  make  his  shot  tell.  As  the  day 
of  the  fifteenth  wore  away  without  a  fight,  the 
division,  with  the  exception  of  the  advance  de- 
tachments, not  baring  drawn  tri^er,  applied  to 
Lieutenant-General  Jackson  to  remain  one  day 
longer  on  the  front  line.  This  request  was 
granted.  At  daylight,  our  pickets  were  thrown 
forward,  and  the  enemy  found  to  be  gone.  Burn- 
side  had  changed  his  base.  We  captured  two 
hundred  and  ninetv-two  of  the  Yankee  pickets 
and  strag^ers,  and  gathered  up  between  three 
and  four  thousand  excellent  rifles  and  muskets. 
I  regret  to  add  that,  although  none -of  my  troops 
drew  trigger,  with  the  exceptions  above  made,  we 
had  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  casualties  in 
the  dirision,  nearly  all  from  the  artillery  fire  of 
the  Yankees. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  my  staff  for  faithful 
and  efiicient  sendees.  Major  J.  W.  Ratchford 
and  Minor  Archer  Anderson,  Adjutant-Generars 
staff;  Major  Jones,  commandinff  battalion  of 
artillery  ;  Captain  Carter,  Chief  of  Artillery  5 
Captain  M.  L.  Randolph,  Signal  Officer;  Lieu- 
tenant R.  H.  Morrison,  Aid-de-camp;  Lieuten- 
ant E.  F.  Brevard,  Volunteer  Aid ;  Lieutenants 
Harris  and  Estelle,  Ordnance  Officers ;  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Chichester,  Engineer  Officer ;  Sergeant 
Harmeling,  commanding  the  couriers,  —  all  ren- 
dered valuable  and  important  serrice. 

I  cannot  speak  too  hifjhly  of  the  steadiness  of 
my  men  unaer  fire,  their  confidence  of  victory 
and  eagerness  to  lend  their  efforts  to  achieve  it, 
their  patient  endurance  of  a  fatting  march  the 
night  before  the  battie,  and  their  general  subor- 
dination and  good  conduct  Under  tried  veter- 
ans as  brigade  commanders  —  Rodes,  Colquitt, 
Pierson,  Doles,  and  Grimes  —  I  feel  confident 
that  they  will  do  well  whenever  called  upon  to 
meet  the  infemsd  Yankees.  In  no  battie  of  the 
war  has  the  signal  interposition  of  God  in  our 
favor  been  more  wondenully  displayed  than  at 
Fredericksburg,  and  it  is  to  be  earnestiy  hoped  - 
that  our  gratitude  will  correspond  in  some  de- 
gree with  His  favor. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  H.  Hill, 

BSPOBT  OF  HAJOB-^ENERAL  A.  P.  HILL. 

Headquarters  A.  P.  Hill's  Light  Divlsion,  ) 

Jackson's  Corps,  Gamp  near  > 

Frbdbricksburo,  JantiAry  1, 1863.    > 

Captain  A.  &»  PmcUetan^  Assistant  AdQVstani- 

General  Jackson's  Corps : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  light 
division  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg : 

It  having  been  definitely  ascertained  that  the 
enemy  had  crossed  the  Rappahannock  in  large 
force,  on  the  evening  of  the  eleventh  December, 
I  was  directed  by  General  R.  £.  Lee,  subse- 
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q^entljr  by  the  Lieutenant-General,  also,  to  moye 
mj  diviaion  at  dawn,  on  the  twelfth,  and  relieve 
liujor-Ctoneral  Hood.  In  obedience  to  this  order, 
I  put  mv  troops  in  position,  my  front  line  con- 
sisting of  two  regiments  of  Brockeubrough*s  bri- 
gade, the  brigades  of  Oenerab  Archer,  Lane, 
and  PenHer,  my  extreme  right  resting  upon  the 
road  leading  from  Hamilton's  Grossing  to  the 
Port  Royal  road,  and  my  left  to  within  a  short 
distance  of  Deep  Creek.  Upon  ihe  hill  crown- 
ing the  right  of  my  line,  Lieutenant*Colonel 
I^dsay  Walker,  my  Chief  of  Artillery,  had  in 
position,  under  his  own  immediate  direction, 
fourteen  rifle  and  Napoleon  guns,  composed  of 
the  batteries  of  Pegram  and  Mcintosh,  with  sec- 
tions fiDm  the  batteries  of  Crenshaw,  Latham, 
and  Johnson,  commanded  respectively  by  Lieu- 
tenants EUett,  Potts,  and  Chitter.  The  batte- 
ries  of  Captains  Daridson  and  Braxton  (the  latter 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Marye)  were  placed 
to  cover  my  left,  about  two  hundred  yards  in 
front  of  Pender's  brigade. 

My  line  of  battle,  as  thus  formed,  was  fully 
one  mile  and  a  half  in  extent,  the  division  of 
Major-Oeneral  Hood  being  on  my  left  Lane's 
brigade  was  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in 
advance  of  my  general  line,  the  timber,  in  the 
skirt  of  which  was  posted  his  brigade,  jutting 
out  into  the  low  grounds  some  distance  from  the 
main  body.  Along  the  military  road  —  a  new 
road  runmng  in  rear  of  my  front  line  from  right 
to  left,  out  by  Major-Oeneral  Hood — were  post- 
ed my  reserves,  consisting  of  the  remamder 
of  Brockenbrough's  brigade,  Fortieth  and  Fifty- 
fifth  Virginia,  as  a  support  to  Walker's  batteries, 
Gregg's  br^ade  crossing  the  interval  between 
Archer  and  Lane,  and  Thomas's  brigade  the  inter- 
val between  Luie  and  Pender.  The  division 
remained  as  thus  posted  during  Friday  and  Fri- 
day night  imdisturbed,  except  by  the  shelling 
from  the  enemy's  guns. 

On  Saturday  morning,  Lieutenant-General 
Jackson  directed  that  Braxton's  battery  and  two 
batteries  fi^m  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro's  di- 
vision be  placed  in  advance  of  the  railroad,  and 
General  Lane  was  directed  to  support  them. 
Braxton's  battery  was  relieved  by  Latimer,  a 
youn^  veteran.  About  ten  o'clock,  Saturday 
morning,  the  lifting  of  the  fog  discovered  to  us 
the  lines  of  the  enemy,  drawn  out  in  battle  array 
on  the  low  grounds  between  us  and  the  river, 
covering  the  whole  of  my  front,  and  extending 
far  to  the  left,  towards  Fredericksburg.  They 
were  deployed  in  three  lines,  with  heavy  reserves 
behind  the  Port  Royal  road.  Soon  their  lines, 
accompanied  by  ten  batteries,  six  on  their  left 
and  four  on  the  right,  moved  forward  to  the 
attack.  They  had  advanced  but  a  short  distance, 
when,  Stuart's  horse  artillery  opening  on  them 
from  the  Port  Royal  road  and  enfilading  their 
lines,  the  advance  was  halted,  and  four  of  the 
batteries  gave  their  attention  for  an  hour  or  more 
to  Major  Pelham.  As  soon  as  Pelham  ceased 
his  fire,  all  Uieir  batteries,  ri^ht  and  left,  opened 
a  terrific  fire  upon  the  positions  occupied  by  my 
batteries,  and  shelled  tne  woods  pronuscuously. 


There  being  no  reply  from  any  of  our  batteries, 
and  being  unable  to  elicit  any  discoveries  from 
thii  sharp  practice,  continued  for  an  hour  or 
more,  the  aavance  was  again  sounded,  and,  pre- 
ceded by  clouds  of  skirmishers,  the  right  gal- 
lantly essayed  another  attempt.  To  cover  this 
advance,  their  batteries  were  now  served  with 
redoubled  activity;  and  now,  the  masses  of  in- 
fantry being  witmn  point  blank  range,  the  roar 
was  deepened  and  nude  deadly  to  the  enemy  as 
shell  and  canister  from  oar  long  silent,  but  now 
madly  aroused,  batteries  plonghed  through  their 
ranks.  The  enemy,  however,  continued  to  ad- 
vance, and  the  three  batteries  already  mendoued 
as  having  been  posted  in  advance  of  the  railroad, 
were  compelled  to  retire,  their  withdrawal  being 
covered  by  Ueutenant-Colond  Hill,  with  the 
Seventh  North  Carolina.  Lane's  brigade  was 
the  first  to  encounter  the  masses  of  the  enemy, 
who,  recoiling  somewhat  horn  his  direct  front, 
shifted  their  main  attack  to  his  right,  endeavor- 
ing to  penetrate  through  the  interval  between 
Archer  and  himaelt  The  attack  direetly  in  front 
of  Archer  and  of  Walker's  suns  had  been  «d- 
lantly  repulsed,  the  enemy  finding  what  shelter 
they  could  along  the  railroad.  Concentrating 
theur  columns  of  attack,  the  enemy  now  made  a 
bold  efibrt,  and,  pushing  onward,  turned  Lane's 
right,  although  obstinately  resisted  by  the  Twen« 
ty-eighth  and  Thirty-seventh  North  CJarolina  r^« 
ments.  Colonel  Barber,  of  the  Thirty-seventh, 
finding  his  right  turned,  changed  firont  with  his 
three  right  companies,  and  poured  in  a  destruc- 
tivcL  fire.  These  two  regimente  continued  to  fight 
unul  their  ammunition  was  exhausted,  and  were 
then  quiddy  and  steadily  retired  ttom  the  field, 
refilling  their  boxes  and  rejoining  their  brigade. 
The  three  remaining  regiments  of  Lane's  brigade 

gBventh,  Eighteenth,  and  Thirty-third  North 
rolina)  steadily  continued  to  battle  against 
overwhehning  numbers,  and  the  attack  was 
checked  by  well-directed  voUeys  from  the  Thirty- 
third  re^ment.  Colonel  Avery.  General  Thomas, 
responding  to  the  call  of  General  Lane,  rapidly 
threw  forward  his  brigade  of  Georgians,  by  the 
fiank,  and  deploying  by  soceessive  formations, 
s(]|uarely  met  the  enemy,  charsed  them,  and, 
iomed  by  the  Seventh  and  part  of  the  Eighteenth 
North  Carolina,  drove  them  back,  with  tremen- 
dous loss,  to  their  original  position.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  main  column  of  attack  had  wedged 
in  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Lane,  encountered 
Archer's  left,  and,  attacked  in  flank  and  rear,  the 
Fourteenth  Tennessee  and  Nineteenth  Georgia 
were  compelled  to  give  back.  General  Archer, 
observing  the  threatening  condition  of  affairs  on 
his  left,  very  promptly  detached  the  Fifth  Ala- 
buna  battalion,  holding  his  line  with  the  brave 
First  Tennessee,  under  the  gallant  Tumey,  and 
this  movement,  rapidly  executed,  and  assisted  by 
two  regimente  of  Brodienhrough,  (Forty-seventh 
Virginia  and  Twenty-second  Vii^^nia  battalion,) 
was  attended  with  signal  success.  The  advan- 
cing columns  of  the  enemy  had  also  encountered 
an  obstacle  in  the  military  road  which  they  little 
expected »  Gregg's  brigade  of  South  Carolinians 
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stood  in  the  way.  Taken  somewhat  by  surpriae, 
Qr^«  rifles  were  thrown  into  confiiaion,  miataking 
the  advaiftctiig  enemy  for  our  own  troops  failing 
haA,  It  wsA  at  this  moment  that  Brigadier-Qen- 
enl  yiiaxey  Qregg  —  himself  fearful  of  harming 
oar  frienda  -—  fell,  in  front  of  the  rifles,  mortally 
woondetL  A  more  chivalrous  gentleman  and 
gallant  soldier  never  adorned  the  service  which 
be  80  loTecL  One  company  of  the  rifles,  Lieu- 
tenant Cbarlea,  and  the  four  remaining  regiments, 
the  First,  Twelfth,  Thirteentht  and  fourteenth, 
stood  firni  aa  on  parade.  Colonel  Hamilton, 
sow  in  e(»iiiiand  of  the  brigade,  threw  back  the 
right  win^  of  his  regiment  and  opened  a  destruc* 
tive  fire,  the  Twelfth  hised  about,  and  the  Thir- 
teenth and  Fourteenth,  under  the  Section  of  Col- 
ooel  McGo^wan,  faced  by  the  rear  rank,  changed 
front  forwaard,  and  stood  prepared  to  resist  any 
attempt  to  sweep  down  my  rear*  The  combat 
was  shorty  sharp,  and  decislTe.  The  rattling 
mnsketry  and  charging  yell  of  the  Fifth  Alabama 
battalion,  the  Forty-scTenth  Virginia  regiment, 
and  Twenty-second  Virginia  battalion,  and  the 
withering  me  from  Hamjlton's  regiment,  right  io 
their  facen,  was  more  than  Yankee  firmness  could 
stand.  In  additi^  to  this,  thi^t  gallant  old  war- 
rior, General  Early,  to  whom  I  had  sent,  request- 
ing that  be  would  move  down  to  mv  support, 
came  craafaang  through  the  woods  at  yie  double- 
qoick. 

The  enemy,  completely  broken,  fled  in  confu- 
sion. The  two  vejiiments  of  Brockenbrough's 
brigade.  Archer,  with  the  First  Tennessee  and 
Filth  Alabama  battalion,  and  Early's  troops, 
chased  them  across  the  railroad  and  back  to  their 
reserrea.  In  this  badkward  movement  of  theirs, 
my  artiUery  again  inflicted  heayy  loss  upon  them. 
On  the  eztreme  left  of  my  line,  held  by  the  North 
Carolina  brigade  of  Oenoral  Pender,  (Thirteenth, 
Sixteenth*  Twenty-second,  Thirty-fourth,  and  Thir- 
ty-eighth,) the  enemy  made  several  threatening 
attempts  to  advance,  but  were  invariably  repulsed 
by  the  well-directed  Are  from  Davidson's  ana  Lati- 
iKr's  guna.  From  the  n^iture  of  the  ground 
oecupied  by  Pender's  brigade,  and  the  entire 
&bi«>ce  of  all  protection  against  artillery,  his 
brigade  xeeetved  the  greater  part  of  the  terrible 
tre  directed  at  Davidaon  and  Latimer,  and  suf- 
fered aereiely.  Oeneral  Pender  was  himself 
vounded,  and  hia  Aid,  Lieutenant  Sheppard, 
kBlcd,  wbilsl  gallantly  rallying  a  portion  of  the 
Eighteenth  vegiment  of  Lane's  brigade.  During 
tae  temporary  absoiee  of  General  Pender,  the 
auDmand  of  the  brigsde  devolved  upon  Colonel 
Scales,  of  the  Thirteenth.  The  two  batteries 
sufaed  muob  by  the  fire  of  a  heayv  line  of  skir- 
miahera.  Colonel  Scales  directed  Major  Cole, 
of  the  Twenty-second  North  Carolina,  to  dislodge 
them,  which  waa  handsomely  done«  The  Six- 
teeoth.  Colonel  McElroy,  which  had  been  thrown 
out  aa  a  sajiport  to  Latimer's  battery,  became 
prouy  body  engaged  with  a  brimle  of  the  enemy 
which  had  adTaaced  up  Deep  llun  under  cover, 
and,  aaaietfd  hj  two  North  Carolina  regiments 
of  Law's  brigade.  Hood's  division,  drove  them 
back.    The  enemy  having  thus  been  repulsed  at 


all  points,  my  brigades  remained  ia  dieir  original 
positions,  save  Oeneral  Thomas's,  (Fourteentll, 
Thirty-fiflh,  Forty-fifth,  and  Forty-ninth  Georgia,} 
which  was  not  recalled  from  the  position  it  had 
so  gallantly  won  in  the  front  line,  and  General 
Archer,  who,  being  out  of  ammunition,  was  re- 
lieved by  Colonel  Hoke,  of  Early's  division. 
About  dusk  I  received  an  order  from  the  Lieu- 
tenant-General  to  advance  my  whole  line  and 
drive  the  enemv.  This  order  was,  however,  coun- 
termanded while  preparations  were  being  made 
to  carry  it  cut  During  the  night  my  division 
was  rebeved  from  the  front  by  me  divisions  of 
Generals  Early  and  Taliaferro.  When  the  fight 
was  hottest.  General  Taliaferro  very  promptly 
responded  to  my  call,  and  moved  down  his  di- 
vision to  within  easy  supporting  distance  of  my 
left.  I  cannot  dose  this  report  without  calling 
the  attention  of  the  Lieutenant-General  to  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  the  troops  of  this 
division  behaved  under  that  most  trving  of  all 
things  to  the  soldier,  viz.,  inaction  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  artillery.  The  absence  of  alf  straggling 
was  remarkable,  and  is  entitled  to  high  commen- 
dation. The  conscripts  showed  themselves  de- 
sirous of  being  thought  worthy  comrades  of  oUr 
veteran  soldiers.  In  this,  as  in  all  previous  bat- 
tles, my  thanks  are  eminently  due  to  the  brigade 
commanders  for  their  hearty  cooperation,  the 
coolness  and  skill  with  which  they  nave  handled 
their  troops.  General  Pender,  though  wounded, 
resumed  the  command  of  his  brigade  as  soon  as 
his  wound  was  dressed. 

Amongst  the  field  officers  wounded  are  Colo- 
nels Tumey,  Barber,  Purdie ;  Lieutenant-Colonel 
George,  First  Tennessee  ;  Majors  Vandegrafl*, 
Norton,  Lee,  Neill,  and  Bucluman.  The  three 
field  officers  and  senior  captain  (Turney)  of  the 
First  Tennessee  were  struck  down.  General  Pen- 
der mentions  especially  First  Lieutenant  S.  S. 
Kirkland  and  Mr.  John  Young,  Volunteer  Aid- 
de-camp.  General  Archer  was  efficiently  served 
by  Lieutenants  Lemmon  and  Thomas.  General 
Lane  speaks  of  the  good  conduct  of  Captain 
Hawks  and  Lieutenant  Lane,  A.  D.  C.  And 
General  Thomas,  that  when  all  did  so  well  he 
cannot  say  more.  Captain  Alexander  Haskell, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  to  the  lamented 
Gregg,  was  severely  wounded,  but  refused  to 
leave  the  field,  untQ,  fainting  from  exhaustion 
and  loss  of  blood,  he  was  carried  ofL  Captain 
Alston,  of  the  First  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
also  deserves  special  mention;  he,  having  been 
severely  wounded,  after  being  dressed  at  the  hos- 
pital, returned  to  the  field  in  spite  of  the  re- 
monstrance of  the  surgeon.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walker,  aasisted  by  Lieutenant  Chamberlaine, 
directed  the  fire  from  his  guns  with  admirable 
coolness  and  precision.  Pegxam,  as  usual,  with 
Mcintosh  to  help  him,  managed  to  find  the  hot- 
test place^  though  perhapa  Davidson  might  have 
been  willing  to  excnange  positions  with  them. 

I  had  forgotten  to  mention  that  at  half  past 
three  o'clock  my  batterietf  on  the  right,  except 
one  section  of  Pegram's,  were  relieved  by  the 
corps  of  Colonel  Brown. 
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The  cliief  ntrgeon  of  the  dinnon,  Dr.  Powell, 
by  hk  system,  and  order,  and  untiring  personal 
attention,  secured  more  comfort  to  the  wounded 
than  has  been  usual.  By  ten  o'clock  the  next 
day  his  hospital  had  been  cleared  of  all  those 
who  could  oe  moved,  and,  with  their  wounds 
dressed,  were  on  their  way  to  Richmond.  He 
acknowledges  valuable  assistance  from  the  Rich- 
mond committee. 

The  members  of  my  staff,  Major  Morgan,  as- 
sistant adjutant-general;  Captain  Wingall,  as- 
sistant adjutant  and  inspector-general;  Captun 
Hill,  aid-de-cam]) ;  Major  Palmer,  First  Virginia 
regiment.  Captain  Aaams,  signal  officer,  and 
Captain  Gordon,  volunteer  aid-de-camp,  (whose 
horse  was  killed,)  were  active  and  zealous  in  the 
discharge  of  Uieir  duties.  Captain  Howard,  my 
engineer  officer,  was  particularly  efficient  in 
strengthening  my  Unes.  Captain  Stanard,  ord- 
nance 4>fficer,  made  efficient  arrangements  for  the 
supply  of  ammunition,  and  fought  with  his  guns. 
Captain  Braxton,  though  sick,  appeared  on  the 
field.  Sergeant  Tucker,'chief  of  couriers,  was,  as 
usual,  alwajrs  bv  my  side,  active  and  fearless. 

The  loss  in  the  light  division  is : 

Officers — killed,  sixteen ;  wounded,  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen.  Enlisted  men  ^killed,  two 
hundred  and  fifteen;  wounded,  one  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifty-five.  Missing — officers, 
eleven;  enlisted  men,  four  hundred  and  six. 
Total,  two  thousand  and  eighty-five. 

I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  accompanying 
reports  of  commanding  officers  of  brigades. 
lam,  sir,  very  respectftiUy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

.  A.  P.  Hill, 

Mijor-Genflnl,  eommsndlng  Light  Diviiton. 

BEPOBT  OF  BRIQADIEE-6KNERAL  TALIAFEB- 
&0,  COMMANDINQ  JACKSON'S  DIVISION. 

Hbadquabtbrs  Jackson*8  Diyibion,     ) 
Gamp  hbar  Moss  Nkck,  December  2^,  us&L  \ 

Captain  A.  8,  PendUtcnf  AtsistanU  AcfftUant- 

General: 

Captain  :  In  conformity  with  the  order  of  the 
Lieutenant-General  commanding,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  operations  of  this  division,  on  the 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth  instants,  before  Freder- 
icksburg : 

On  the  morning  of  the  twelfth,  I  marched  from 
Guineas  Station  to  Hamilton's  Crossing,  at  which 
place  I  found  the  division  of  Mmor-Oeneral  A. 
P.  Hill  posted  in  order  of  battle  from  the  cross- 
ing, on  the  light,  to  Bernard's  quarters,  on  the 
left.  I  took  position  on  the  railroad,  to  his  right, 
but  was  subsequently  ordered  to  move  my  com- 
mand to  the  rear  of  the  left  of  his  line.  I  posted 
Paxton's  and  Starke's  brigades  in  rear  of  Oreg|f's 
and  Thomas's,  of  Hill's  division,  and  held  Taiia^ 
ferro's  and  Jones's  brigades  in  reserve.  In  the 
evening  I  ordered  Colonel  Warren,  commanding 
Taliaferro's  brigade,  to  the  rear  of  Hamilton's 
house,  to  support  the  artillery  posted  on  the  hill 
in  fipont  Upon  the  arrival  of  Eariy's  division 
next  morning,  tins  brigade  was  withdrawn,  and 
xeoccupied   its   old  position.     General  Early's 


line  connected  with  mine  on  the  right  My  artil- 
lery was  held  at  the  crossing  on  the  Mine  road, 
to  the  left  of  the  division.  I  reported  to  General 
A.  P.  HiU  my  dispositiona  in  his  rear,  and  in- 
formed him  that  I  had  ordered  the  brigade  and 
battery  commanders  to  recognize  any  demands 
for  support,  if  pressing,  without  the  intervention 
of  immediate  superiors. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  the 
batteries  of  Captains  Wooding  and  Carpenter, 
the  latter  commanded  by  Lieutenant  McKendree, 
were  posted  in  the  fielo,  aeroas  the  railroad,  to 
the  right  of  Bernard's  quarters,  and  the  Lee  bat- 
tery. Lieutenant  Statham,  and  two  pieces  of 
Lusk's  battery,  on  the  hill  to  the  left  The  other 
pieces  of  these  batteries  operated  on  the  extreme 
right 

The  enemy  advanced  about  nine  o'clock,  when 
our  batteries  opened  a  destructive  fire  upon  them, 
causing  them  to  waver  and  break;  but  they  again 
advan^,  concentrating  so  heavy  a  fire  of  artil- 
lery upon  the  position  that  it  became  necessary 
to  retire  the  batteries  behind  the  railroad,  in  rear 
of  the  quarters,  after  two  hours'  aotion.  The  in^ 
fantryjof  the  division,  daring  this  time,  were  sub- 
jected to  the  shells  of  the  en«ny,  but  advanced 
to  the  militaiy  road,  to  be  in  easy  support  of 
General  Hill's  line,  with  perfect  steadiness  and 
enthusiasm.  General  Paxton,  finding  that  our 
troops  were  giving  back  to  the  right  of  Gregs'i 
brigade,  and  the  enemy  advancing  beyond  the 
front  line,  through  a  gap,  which  fronted  a  boggy 
wood,  supposed  to  be  inaccessible  to  the  enemy, 
moved  his  brigade  to  the  right,  and  engage^ 
with  two  of  his  re^ments,  the  enemv,  who  had 
penetrated  to  the  military  road,  but  who  were  re- 
tiring by  the  time  he  reached  that  point  He 
then  pushed  forward  to  the  front,  and  occupied, 
for  the  rest  of  the  day,  the  front  line  at  that 
place.  The  other  brigades  were  held  in  position 
m  rear  of  the  military  road  until  the  morning  of 
the  fourteenth,  when  I  relieved  General  A.  P. 
HilPs  troops  in  the  fitmt;  Starke's  brigade  re- 
lieving General  Pender's  on  the  left;  Jones's, 
Taliaferro's,  and  Paxton's  occupying  the  railroad, 
and  connecting  with  General  Barfy's  troops  on 
the  right  At  daybreak  the  enemy  made  a  slight 
demonstration  on  my  left,  their  skimushers  ad^ 
vancinff  neariy  to  the  railroad  cut,  but  liiey  were 
instantly  driven  back.  I  thought  it  advisable  to 
change  the  position  of  Starke's  brigade,  which 
had  relieved  Pender's,  and  extend  my  left  on  the 
railroad.  This  was  ordered  and  accomplished; 
but  I  subsequently  withdrew  part  of  that  ori^ade, 
and  held  it  in  position  to  command  the  nsing 
ground  near  Bernard's  quarters.  The  skirmish- 
ing, in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  was  quite  bri^k 
and  animated  along  the  whole  line,  but  ceased 
about  midday.  I  had  given  positive  orders  to 
waste  no  ammunition,  and  to  fire  <lltly  when  the 
annoyance  of  the  enemjr's  skirmishers  rendered 
it  necessary.  I  am  satisfied  the  men  fired  with 
deliberation  and  considerable  elfect  I  had  s 
battery  masked  behind  Bernard's  house,  and 
some  of  my  pieces  to  the  left  oobperated  with 
those  of  General  Hood. 
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At  fire  o*<dock  a.  IC.  of  the  fifteenth,  I  was  re- 
Ikred  hr  General  D.  H.  Hill,  and  moved  my 
CQnunand  baidi  to  the  Mine  road. 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  officers  and  men 
bebared  admirably,  displaying  coolness  and  cour- 
age under  fire,  and  changing  positions  without 
m  disorder  or  confusion. 

i  would  particularly  mention  Brigadier-Generals 
Jones  and  Paxton,  Uolonel  Warren,  (Tenth  Vir- 
ginis,)  commanding  Taliaferro's  brigade,  and  Col* 
ooel  Pendleton,  (Fifteenth  Louisiana,)  command- 
ioe  Starke's  brigade,  whose  reports  are  herewith 
fonrardedt  And  who  make  especial  mention  of 
fome  of  their  officers :  among  them  most  particu- 
lariy  is  Lieatenant-Colonel  Gardner,  Fourth  Vir- 
giiua  infantry,  who  was  severely  wounded. 

I  cannot  too  highly  mention  the  gallantry  of 
Captain  Brookenbrouffh,  chief  of  artillery,  and  of 
Captain  Woodinff  ana  Lieutenant  Jones,  Wood- 
iag's  battery,  and  Lieutenant  Lambie,  Cai^enter's 
b«ttery,  all  of  whom  were  scTerelv  wounded ;  and 
of  Captain  Gaskie,  Lieutenants  McKendree,  Hun- 
toa,  Statham,  Early,  and  Donald. 

It  is  with  great  pain  I  have  to  add  that  the 
diTision  haa  to  deplore  the  loss  of  one  of  its  most 
gallant  officers  of  artillery,  Lieutenant  Barton, 
and  two  j^allant  officers  of  the  Twenty-first  Vir- 
iriaia  regiment.  Captain  Ames  and  Lieutenant 
Swoop,  who  fell  nobly  discharging  their  duty. 

I  take  occasion,  in  conclusion,  to  acknowled^ 
my  obligatibna  to  the  officers  of  my  stafi*,  Captain 
W.  T.  Taliaferro,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
Captain  Moore,  inspector-general,  and  Major  T. 
S.  Taliaferro,  volunteer  aid-de-camp,  and  to  call 
attention  to  the  excellent  arrangements  made  for 
the  comfort  of  the  wounded  by  Surgeon  Coleman, 
medical  director  of  division* 

1  enclose  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  amount- 
iag  to  one  hundred  and  ninety. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Yonr  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Tauafebbo, 

Brigadter-Geocral,  copimandlng  Jackaon'a  Diviaion. 

REPORT  or  BBIOADIEB-GENERAL  EABLY, 
COMMANDING  DITISION. 

Heaoquabtbbs  Ewkll*s  Division,  { 
Deoember  27, 1862.        ) 

Caf4ain  A.  S.  Pendleton,  A  A.  Qeneral  Second 
Corps  A»N,  v.: 

Captaik  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  this  division  in 
the  action  of  the  thirteenth  instant,  near  Freder- 
icksburg: 

in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Lieutenant^ 
General,  commanding  the  Second  corps,  I  marched 
ibe  divisioo,  on  the  night  of  the  twelfth  instant,  to 
the  vicinity  of  Hamilton's  Crossing,  on  the  Kich- 
m<iiid,  Fiedericksburg,  and  Potomac  Railroad, 
sad  Uvouscked  for  the  ni^ht.  Early  nest  morn- 
iagt  in  acoordance  with  like  orders,  I  moved  to 
the  croaaiiig,  and  posted  the  division  nearly  at 
ri;^ht  angles  with  the  railroad,  along  the  direct 
ro»d,  which  here  crosses  the  railroad,  with  my 
rijcbt  restinff  on  the  latter,  so  as  to  support  the 
r^ht  of  Major-General  A*  P.  Hill's  division, 


which  occupied  the  front  line.  Hava's  brigade 
was  placed  on  the  right,  with  Trimble's  brigade, 
under  command  of  Colonel  B.  F.  Hoke,  of  ^e 
Twenty-first  North  Carolina  regiment,  immediate- 
ly in  rear  of  it  To  the  left  of  Hays's  was  Law- 
ton's  brigade,  under  command  of  Colonel  £.  N. 
Atkinson,  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Georgia  regiment ; 
and  to  the  left  of  the  latter  was  my  own  brigade, 
under  command  of  Colonel  J.  A.  Walker,  of  the 
Thirteenth  Virginia  regiment.  The  batteries  of 
the  division,  under  charge  of  Captain  J.  W.  Lati- 
mer, who  was  detailed  to  act  aa  chief  of  artillenr 
for  the  occasion,  in  consequenoe  of  Captain  Wil* 
liam  D.  Brown  (who  was  previously  acting  in 
that  capacity)  havmg  been  disabled  by  an  acci- 
dent, were  directed  to  be  narked,  imder  cover,  in 
the  rear,  until  wanted.  As  the  division  moved 
into  position,  the  artillery  fire  commenced  from  the 
enemy's  batteries,  though  not  at  first  directed 
towards  the  place  occupied  by  the  division.  After 
a  short  interval,  however,  shells  began  to  fidl  in 
the  vicinity,  and  for  two  or  three  hours  the  divis- 
ion was  ^posed  to  quite  a  severe  cannonade,  and 
suffered,  lo  some 'extent,  from  the  shells  and  other 
missiles  which  passed  through  the  woods  in  front. 
About  or  a  little  after  noon,  the  infimtry  fire 
having  commenced  in  front,  and  becoming  quite 
animated,  a  messenger  from  Bri^adier-&neral 
Archer,  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  came  to 
the  rear,  stating  that  General  Aroher  was  pressed 
and  wished  reenforcements.  Just  at  this  moment 
I  received  an  order  from  the  Lieutenant-General 
commanding  the  corps,  through  one  of  his  staff 
officers,  to  hold  my  division  in  readiness  to  move 
to  the  right  of  the  railroad,  aa  the  enemy  was 
making  a  demonstration  in  that  direction.  This 
caused  me  to  hesitate  a  moment  about  sending  a 
brigade  forward ;  but  I  directed  Colonel  Atkinaon 
to  get  ready  to  advance  with  his  brigade,  and  the 
order  had  hieurdly  been  given  before  an  officer  of 
artillery  came  galloping  to  the  rear  with  the  in- 
formation that  an  interval  (an  awful  gulf,  as  he 
designated  it)  had  been  left  in  our  front  line  on 
the  left  of  General  Archer's  brigade,  through 
which  the  enemy  were  penetratinff  with  a  heavy 
column,  thus  endangering  Archerk  brigade  and 
all  our  batteries  on  the  right.  I  immediatelT 
ordered  Colonel  Atkinaon  to  move  forward  vritn 
his  brigade,  (Lawton's,)  as  I  was  informed  the 
interval  was  in  front  of  it.  This  order  was 
promptly  complied  with,  and  the  brigade,  with 
the  exception  of  one  regiment;  (the  Thirteenth 
Georgia,)  moved  forward  in  fine  style,  and,  in  a 
few  minutes,  encountered  the  enemy  in  the  woods 
on  the  hill  immediately  in  rear  of  a  point  at 
which  the  railroad  paasea  through  a  small  neck 
of  swampy  woods,  which  position  he  had  reached 
almost  without  opposition,  thus  greatly  endanger- 
ing our  ri^ht,  as,  m  a  few  minutes,  .Ajoher's  and 
Field's  brigades,  with  our  batteriea  on  the  right, 
would  have  been  surrounded,  and  the  enemv  Iwve 
obtained  a  lodgment  from  which  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  drive  hinu  Lawton's  brigade, 
without  hesitating,  at  once  dashed  upon  the 
enemy  with  the  c£ering  |)eculiar  to  the  Confed- 
erate soldier,  and*whicn  is  never  mistaken  for 


110 


REBELLION  RECOBD,  1862^64. 


tbe  studied  han^is  of  the  Tankees,  and  drove 
the  column  opposed  to  it  down  the  hill,  across 
the  railroad  and  out  into  the  open  plain,  advan- 
cing so  far  and  with  such  ardor  as  to  cause  one 
of  the  enemy's  batteries  to  be  abandoned.  This 
brigade  was,  however,  compelled  to  fall  back 
from  this  point  br  the  approach  of  a  large  column 
on  its  right  flaoK,  which  proved  to  be  Bimey's 
division  of  Stoneman's  corps  and  Hooker's  grand 
division.  In  a  very  few  moments  after  ordering 
the  advance  of  Lawton's  brigade,  I  also  ordered 
Colonel  Walker  forward  with  my  own  brigade,  as 
I  was  informed  Lawton's  brigade  would  not  cover 
the  interval  in  the  Kne.  This  order  was  executed 
in  double-quick  time,  and  Walker  encountered 
the  enemy  m  the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  place 
at  which  Lawton's  brigade  encountered  one  col- 
umn, another  having  turned  General  Lane's  right 
flank,  and  his  brigade  having  given  way  in  con- 
sequence. This  column  was  quickly  driven  out 
of  the  woods  by  Walker,  across  the  railroad,  and 
into  the  plain  beyond ;  but,  perceivings  still  another 
column  crossing  the  railroad  to  his  left  and  enter- 
ing the  woods,  he  withdrew  the  ^brigade  back  to 
the  railroad,  and  took  position  on  it,  detaching, 
at  the  same  time,  the  Thirteenth  Georgia  regi- 
ment, under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Terrill,  to  attack 
the  last-named  column  of  the  enemy  on  the  flank. 
About  the  same  dme  General  Thomas,  of  Gen- 
eral A.  P.  Hill's  division,  with  his  brigade,  at- 
tacked this  column  in  front,  and,  under  the  two 
flres,  it  was  driven  back,  with  considerable 
slaughter.  As  soon  as  Lawton's  and  my  own 
briffades  were  ordered  forward,  I  directed  Colonel 
Hoke  to  move  with  his  brii^ade  (Trimble's)  to  tbe 
left  of  Hays's,  on  the  same  hne ;  but  he  had  hardly 
got  into  position  before  I  received  information 
that  Archer's  brigade  was  giving  way,  and  I  or- 
dered Hoke  to  advance  to  his  support,  obliquing 
to  the  right  This  was  done  in  pliant  style,  and 
Hoke  found  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the 
trench  which  had  been  occupied  by  General 
Archer's  brigade,  on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  in 
the  woods  in  rear  of  it.  Hoke  attacked  the 
enemy  visorously,  and  drove  him  from  the  woods 
and  tren(m  to  tbe  railroad  in  front,  in  which  there 
were  reserves.  He  fbllowed  up  his  attack,  and 
drove  the  enemy  from  the  railroad,  which  was  a 
strong  position,  some  distance  in  front,  capturing 
a  considerable  number  of  prisoners,  and  after- 
wards seeurinff  several  hunared  stands  of  arms. 
He  advanced  his  brigade  to  a  fence  some  distance 
in  front  of  the  railroad ;  but  perceiving  his  danger 
of  being  flanked  by  the  enemy,  who  had  brought 
up  large  fresh  columns,  I  sent  an  order  to  him  to 
fall  back  to  the  original  line,  which  order,  how- 
ever, he  anticipated  by  retiring  in  good  order, 
leaving  two  regiments  and  a  battalion  on  the 
railroad,  and  occupying  the  trench  on  the  crest 
of  the  hill  with  the  two  other  regiments  and  the 
Thirteenth  (Georgia  regiment,  which  latter,  having 
failed  to  accompany  its  brigade  on  account  of  a 
misapprehension  of  its  Colonel,  had  been  ordered 
fbrward  with  Hoke's  brigade,  and  got  up  in  time 
to  occupy  the  trench,  but  not  tp  participate  in  the 
charge. 


Just  as  I  had  ordered  Colonel  Hoke  forward,  I 
received  a  message  fh)m  Lieutenant-General 
Jackson  to  advance  to  the  front  with  the  whole 
division;  and  I  thereupon  ordered  General  Har^ 
to  advance  in  rear  of  Colonel  Hoke  with  his  bri- 
gade, which  movement  was  promptly  executed ; 
the  enemy,  who  had  discontinued  his  artillery  fire 
while  his  infantry  was  advancing  on  the  hillj  hav- 
ing reopened  his  batteries,  so  that  this  brigade 
was  exposed  to  a  galling  ^  while  advancing. 

This  brigade  did  not  engage  in  the  infantry 
fight,  because,  by  the  time  it  reached  the  front 
line,  the  enemy  had  been  effectually  repulsed. 
The  movements  of  the  three  brigades  whicn  were 
engaged  are  necessarily  described  separately,,  be- 
cause they  engaged  three  separate  biodies  of  the 
enemy.  They  were,  however,  moved  forward  in 
rapid  succession  in  the  order  stated,  and  were,  in 
fact,  all  engaged  at  the  same  time,  though  com- 
mencing their  several  engagements  at  aifferent 
times  in  the  same  order  in  which  they  advanced. 
The  railroad  makes  a  circle  in  passing  from  the 
right  of  our  position  around  to  the  left,  so  that 
Lawton's  brigade,  in  passing  to  the  front,  with 
Walker's  and  Hoke's  respectively  on  the  left  and 
right  of  it,  was  thrown  into  the  apex  of  an  angle, 
and  having  the  start  of  them  botn,  it  was  neces- 
sarily thrown  farther  fbrward  than  either  of  the 
others  when  it  crossed  the  railroad  and  advanced 
into  the  plain.  This  exposed  its  flanks;  and 
hence  it  was  that  this  brigade  was  compelled  to 
fall  back,  as  before  stated,  which,  however,  it  did 
not  do  until  its  commander,  Colonel  Atkinson, 
and  Captain  E.  P.  Lawton,  the  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  were  both  disabled  by  wounds,  and  its 
ammunition  was  almost  entirely  exhausted.  See^ 
ing  this  brigade  falling  back,  I  halted  it  on  the 
hill  in  the  woods  immediately  in  rear  of  the  place 
at  which  it  had  first  met  the  enemy,  and  caused 
it  to  be  reformed  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
C.  A.  Evans,  of  the  Thirty-first  Georgia  regiment, 
and,  fearing  that  the  enemy  might  follow 'Uiro ugh 
the  same  interval  with  a  fresh  column,  I  sent  to 
General  D.  H.  Hill  for  reenibrcements,  and  he 
sent  two  bri^;ades  forward.  Before,  however,  they 
arrived,  Bngadier-General  Paxton,  of  General 
Taliaferro's  division,  had  filled  the  interval  left 
open  by  the  falling  back  of  this  brigade,  by 
promptly  moving  his  own  brigade  into  it.  I  then 
sent  Lawton's  bri^de  to  the  rear  to  replenish  its 
ammunition.  Being  posted  at  first  in  the  second 
line,  I  did  not  have  any  immediate  use  for  the 
batteries  of  the  division,  and  therefore,  after  pla- 
cing them  under  the  charge  of  Captain  Latimer, 
as  stated,  I  requested  Colonel  Crutchfield,  chief 
of  artillery  for  the  corps,  to  make  such  use  of 
them  as  the  emergencies  of  the  day  might  require. 
In  a  short  time  he  detached  two  batteries  to  a 
position  on  the  left  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  line ; 
these  were  Captain  Latimer's  own  battery  and 
Captain  Brown's  battery,  both  being  under  charge 
of  Captain  Latimer,  who  accompanied  them. 
These  batteries  did  not  operate  in  my  view,  but  I 
am  informed  that  they  did  excellent  service,  Cap- 
tain Latimer  having  repulsed  the  enemy  with 
canister  after  a  regiment  of  infantry  sent  to  sup- 
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part  him  bad  retired.  Ciqitatii  D'Aquin's  and 
Captain  Garber's  battexieB  were  also  detached  to 
the  right  of  the  raihroad,  and  placed  under  charge 
%of  General  Stuart's  chief  of  artillery,  Major  Pet- 
ham,  and  likewise  did  excellent  service,  as  I  am 
informed.  Late  in  the  evening.  Captain  Carring- 
too,  with  his  battery,  relieved  the  two  which  had 
been  sent  to  the  left,  ander  Captain  Latimer,  and 
next  monuDg  did  good  service. 

On  the  next  day.  Captain  Dement,  with  his 
battery,  was  placed  in  position  on  the  hill  on  the 
right  ^  occupied  by  the  batteries  the  day  before, 
bat  did  not  become  engaged. 

About  aundown  on  uie  thirteenth,  I  saw  Gen- 
eral D.  H.  HUl's  divisicm  moving  to  the  front, 
and  was  inibrmed  by  one  of  his  Brigadier-Gen- 
erals that  the  whole  line  was  ordered  to  advance, 
and  that  his  division  was  ordered  to  follow.  This 
was  the  first  intimation  I  had  of  it,  as  no  such 
order  had  been  given  me.  In  a  few  moments, 
however,  lieutenant  Morrison,  aid-de-camp,  rode 
up  and  inibrmed  me  that  General  Jackson's  or^ 
den  were  that  I  should  hold  myself  in  readiness 
to  advance ;  and  immediately  afterwards  one  of  my 
ovn  staff  officers  rode  up,  and  stated  that  General 
Jackson  wished  me  to  take  command  of  the  whole 
troops  on  the  right  and  advance,  regulating  the 
distance  by  the  effect  produced  on  the  enemy  by 
our  artillery.  This  was  rather  embarrassing  to 
me,  aa  my  brigade  had  become  separated  in  the 
positioaa  asauned  by  them  after  repulsing  the 
enemy,  aiid  a  part  of  the  troops  on  the  right  con- 
sisted of  fiarts  of  two  brufades  of  Major^Qeneral 
A.  P.  HUl's  division.  X  rode  immediately  to 
where  Colonel  Hoke  was  posted,  and  met  Gen- 
eral Jackaon  himself^  from  whom  I  received  the 
order  in  person  to  advance,  supporting  the  artil- 
lery which  be  was  about  sending  forward.  I  gave 
the  order  to  Colonel  Hoke  and  General  Hays  ac- 
cordingly* and  some  pieces  of  artillery  having 
been  adTanced  a  short  distance  to  the  front, 
Colonel  Hc^e  advanced  with  a  part  of  his  com- 
mand to  the  railroad,  a  portion  being  already 
thoe.  The  enemy  immediately  opened  a  terrible 
STtiliery  fire,  anci,  it  becoming  quite  dark,  our 
own  aitillerT  waa  withdrawn  and  the  movement 
countermanded.  In  a  short  time  afterwards,  I 
recexTed  notice  from  General  Jackson,  through 
one  of  my  staff  officers,  that  as  soon  as  General 
A.  P.  HiU's  troops  took  position  in  front,  I  would 
move  my  own  back  and  make  them  comfortable, 
gettinic  ptovisiona  for  them.  No  troops,  however, 
of  Geaml  Hill«  came  to  relieve  me,  and  Walker, 
Hoke,  and  Have,  with  their  brigades,  remained 
during  tbe  niffht  in  the  same  positions  in  which 
they  were  at  the  close  of  the  nght.  During  the 
aighty  I  received  an  order,  through  Lieutenant 
Smitbt  aid-de-campt  directing  that  General  Talta- 
feiTo  woold  relieve  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division 
on  tbe  front  line,,  beginning  on  the  left  and  re- 
lieviitf  to  tbe  extent  of  his  troops,  and  that  I 
vooid  supplv  the  deficiency.  I  waa  already  oc- 
carang  tbe  front  line  with  three  brigades. 

Jlam  next  morning,  Walker  was  rdieved  bv 
OcDcraiPaxtoD's  brig|wie«  and  I  then  placed  Hays's 
brigade  in  the  position  which  Paxton  had  left. 


and  placed  one  regiment  in  front  on  the  raflroad, 
so  aa  to  make  a  continuous  line  on  that  road. 
Hoke  was  left  in  the  same  position;  Lawton's 
brigade  was  placed  on  the  nght  of  Hoke,  and 
Walker  was  moved  to  the  right  and  placed  in  the 
rear  of  Hoke's  and  Lawton's  brigades,  so  as  to 
support  either  of  them  in  case  of  need,  or  be 
thrown  upon  the  right  flank,  as  occasion  might 
require. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth,  the  division 
was  relieved  by  the  diviuon  of  General  D.  H.  Hill 
and  moved  to  the  rear,  in  reserve,  there  having 
been  no  renewal  of  the  enemy's  attack  on  the 
fourteenth.  Having  received  orders  to  occupy 
the  second  line  on  the  sixteenth,  as  I  was  pro- 
ceeding to  do  so,  I  was  ordered  to  move  to  the 
vicinity  of  Port  Royal,  and  moved  accordingly. 

I  cannot  too  warmly  express  my  admiration  of 
the  conduct  of  the  troops  of  this  division  on  the 
thirteenth.  The  absence  of  straggling  or  skulk- 
ing, to  any  considerable  extent,  was  a  gratify- 
ing fact  Officers  and  men  generally  l^haved 
admirably.  To  Brigadier- General  Hays  and 
Colonels  Walker,  Atkinson,  and  Hoke  credit  is 
due  for  having  promptly  obeyed  mv  orders  and 
managed  their  respective  commands  with  cool- 
ness, courage,  and  intelligence;  and  the  same 
meed  of  praise  is  due  Colonel  Evans,  who'  suc- 
ceeded to  the  command  of  Lawton's  brigade  after 
Colonel  Atkinson  was  wounded.  Captain  K  P. 
Lawton,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  Lawton's 
brigade,  displayed  great  courage  and  energy,  and 
I  call  especial  attention  to  the  remarks  of  Colonel 
Evans  in  regard  to  him.  I  regret  very  much  that 
Captain  Lawton  was  so  seriously  wounded  in  the 
advanced  position  to  which  his  brigade  went  as 
not  to  be  m  a  condition  to  be  brought  off  when 
the  brigade  retired,  and  he  oonseouently  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  as  did  siso  Colonel  At- 
kinson. It  will  be  observed  that  Lawton's  bri- 
ffade  was  compelled  to  fall  back ;  but  in  doing  so  it 
lost  no  credit,  for  it  was  impossible  for  this  bri- 
gade to  withstand  the  heavy  column  brought 
against  iL 

To  Lieutenant^Colonel  J.  M.  Jones,  inspector- 
general.  Major  S.  Hale,  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general.  Major  J.  P.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  H.  Hea- 
ton,  volunteer  aids,  and  Captain  L.  Marye,  of  the 
artUlery,  and  Captain  Wiluam  F.  Randolph,  of 
Ewell's  body-guard,  all  of  whom  accompanied  me 
on  the  field,  credit  is  due  for  the  coolness,  cour- 
age, and  intelligence  with  which  they  lent  me  their 
eSi  and  bore  my  orders.  To  Captain  Latimer  is 
due  the  credit  of  having  performed  all  the  duties 
of  his  position  effideialy  and  intelligently,  and 
of  having  displayed  great  gallantry  under  fire. 
This  young  officer  is  one  of  great  promise,  and 
deserves  promotion.  The  failure  to  mention 
other  officers  is  not  intended  to  exclude  them 
from  the  commendation  bestowed  on  those  men- 
tioned ;  but  it  is  impracticable  to  mention  all  that 
are  deserving  of  praise.  I  feel  it  incumbent  on 
me  to  state  that  to  Brigadier-General  Archer,  of 
GenenL  Ai  P.  Hill's  division,  is  due  the  credit  of 
having  held  the  enemy  in  check  with  a  small  por- 
tion of  his  men,  after  hit  flank  and  rear  had  been 


112 


REBELLION  BBCOBD,  1862-64. 


gained,  until  reenforcements  arrived,  and  that, 
with  what  of  his  br^i^e  was  left,  he  accompanied 
Colonel  Hoke  in  hu  charge  across  the  railroad. 
But  for  the  gallant  stand  made  bv  General  Ar- 
cher, the  enemy  would  have  gained  an  advantage 
which  it  woukf  have  required  a  greater  sacrifice 
of  life  to  wrest  from  him  than  was  made.  The 
reports  of  brigade  commanders,  and  also  of  Cap- 
tain Latimer,  acting  chief  of  artillery,  are  here- 
with submitted.  A  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  has  been  heretofore  forwarded,  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  killed  was  one 
hundred  and  two ;  total  wounded,  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-six ;  total  missing,  one  hundred  and 
five.  Most  of  the  wounded  are  but  slightly  in- 
jured, and  about  fifty  of  the  missing,  being  en- 
tirely from  Lawton's  brigade,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  the  greater  part  being,  in  all  proba- 
bility, wounded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Early, 

Brigadler-Oeneral,  oommimfling  Division. 

BEPORT  OF  BRIO.-GENBRAL  PENDLETON. 

Headquarters  Artillery  Corps  A.  N.  V., ) 

Camp  near  Chestkrpikld  Station,       > 

R.  A  F.  B.  B.,  Caroline  Co.,  Va.,  Morob  12, 1803. ) 

Oeneral  B.  E>  Lee,  commanding: 

General  :  Constant  pressure  of  duty  since  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg  has  prevented  an  earlier 
report  of  the  part  which  then  devolved  upon  the 
reserve  artillery,  and  upon  the  undersigned  as  its 
commander  ana  as  supervisor  of  the  artillerv  ser- 
vice in  this  army.  Such  report  the  undersigned 
has  now  the  honor  to  submit,  as  proper  in  itself, 
and  as  part  of  the  history  of  important  transac- 
tions. While  Ihe  army  remained  in  the  valley  of 
the  Shenandoah,  after  returning  from  Maryland, 
the  undersigned  was  diligently  engaged  in  reor- 
ganizing the  artillery  and  in  directing  adequate 
rorage  arrangements.  On  November  first,  with 
the  reserve  i^tillery  and  ordnance  trains,  he  took 
up  the  Une  of  march  for  Culpeper  Court-house, 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  fourtn  encamped  near 
that  place.  On  the  fourteenth,  at  the  request  of 
the  commanding  General,  he  sent  Lane's  batterv 
to  cooperate  with  General  Stuart  in  an  attack 
upon  a  body  of  the  enemy  near  Warrenton 
Springs.  And  on  the  seventeenth,  the  same  bat- 
tery of  superior  guns  was  despatched,  as  re- 
quested, towards  JPredericksburg,  to  cooperate 
under  direction  of  General  McLaws.  On  the 
nineteenth,  orders  to  that  effect  having  been  re- 
ceived, the  undersigned  marched,  with  the  reserve 
artillery  and  ordnance  train,  towards  Fredericks- 
burg, taking  a  circuitous  route,  (south-easterly,)  for 
the  sake  of  forage.  On  Sunday,  the  twenty-third, 
he  arrived  with  the  trains,  reported  at  ^neral 
headquarters,  and  located  camps  as  directed. 
The  next  morning,  as  requested  by  the  command- 
ing General,  he  proceeded  to  the  front  for  the 
purpose  of  observing  the  dispositions  of  the 
enemy  and  examining  the  ground,  with  a  view  to 
the  best  positions  for  works  and  batteries.  The 
enemy  was  conspicuously  in  force,  and  often 


within  easy  range  from  above  Falmouth  to  a 
point  a  mile  or  more  below  Fredericksburg.  They 
nad  batteries  in  position,  and  were,  in  a  few 
places,  beginning  earthworks.  On  our  own  line 
a  few  hurried  works  were  in  progress.  Lane's 
battery  was  already  well  posted  on  the  heights 
overhanging  the  river-bend  above  Falmouth,  and 
forming  our  extreme  left  Epaulements  had  been 
thrown  up,  but  they  needed  much  additional 
work.  Lewis's  and  Grandy's  batteries,  recently 
called  from  Richmond  to  aid  in  repelling  the 
enemy,  were  also  in  position  on  the  lower  pla- 
teau, about  half  a  mile  to  the  right  of  Lane,  and 
nearer  the  town.  Those  needed  for  their  protec- 
tion much  additional  labor.  These  observations, 
and  a  cursory  survey  of  the  general  line  between 
the^  river  above  Falmouth  and  the  Telegraph  road 
—  in  company  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown, 
then  on  duty  with  the  undersigned ;  with  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Alexander,  whose  encampment  was 
visited,  and  with  Captain  Johnston,  engmeer,  met 
with  on  the  field— occupied  the  entire  day,  the 
distance  being  considerable,  and  the  points  of  im- 
portance numerous.  The  next  day,  November 
twenty-fiflh,  after  detailing  Captain  Koss  to  pro- 
ceed with  his  battery  to  a  point  on  the  river 
three  or  four  miles  below,  to  be  indicated  by  a 
member  of  the  commanding  General's  sta^ 
where  gunboats  might  be  effectually  repelled,  the 
undersigned  again  visited  the  front,  to  study  the 
ground  with  reference  alike  to  its  own  features 
and  to  the  apparent  designs  of  the  enemy.  In 
the  evening,  he  also  visited  the  admirable  position 
on  the  river  bank  selected  for  Ross's  battery. 
Major  Nelson  and  the  captains  of  the  reserve 
batteries  were  next  requested  to  accompany  the 
undersigned  along  the  line,  that  they  also  might 
become  familiar  with  routes  and  positions.  On 
the  twenty-eighth,  the  commanding  General  hav- 
ing requested  that  another  rifle  battery  should  be 
placed  eight  or  ten  miles  lower  down  the  river, 
towards  repelling  gunboats,  the  undersigned  took 
Captain  Milledge's  battery  of  light  nfles  to  a 
commanding  bluff  just  below  Skinker's  mill. 
Here  the  battery  was  left,  with  one  of  General 
Stuart's,  under  charge  of  Major  Pelham,  with 
whom,  moving  from  point  to  point  as  gunboats 
threatened,  it  remained  more  than  ten  days.  On 
the  twenty-ninth.  Lieutenant  Anderson,  of  Ells's 
battery,  near  Richmond,  reported  the  arrival  of 
men  and  horses  with  two  tnirtir-pounder  Parrott 
guns,  which,  on  recommendation  of  the  under- 
signed, the  commanding  General  had  ordered 
up  to  the  lines.  Measures  were  promptly  taken 
to  have  them  tested,  and  to  fit  them  in  all  re- 
spects for  service.  December  first,  the  under- 
signed was  diligently  engaged  in  examining  again 
the  whole  line  with  reference  to  the  best  positions 
for  these  two  large  guns,  facility  of  ingress  and 
egress  being  important  for  them,  as  well  as  ex- 
tensive command  of  the  field.  The  points  selected 
were  reported  to  the  commanding  General,  with 
reasons  for  the  choice,  and,  on  his  approval,  the 
sites  were  next  day  pointed  out,  wor&ing  parties 
engaged,  clearings  commenced,  &o.  The  work 
on  the  right  and  back  of  Mr.  Howison's  house 
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directed,  with  his  accustomed  intelligence 
tnd  enei^,  by  the  since  lamented  General  'uiom- 
8s  K.  R.  Cobb ;  that  on  the  eminence  farther  to  the 
left,  and  near  the  telegraph  road,  was  staked  off 
ind  directed  by  the  undersigned.  This  point, 
densely  wooded  when  first  cmosen,  became  the 
most  important,  perhaps,  in  the  entire  scene,  as 
the  position  affording  the  best  view  of  all  the 
field,  and  therefore  principally  occupied  by  the 
commanding  General  and  other  chief  officers 
during  the  battle.  In  such  duties,  and  in  design 
natiog  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Alexander,  acting 
chief  of  artillery  First  corps,  the  various  batteries 
to  occupy  assigned  positions,  the  undersigned 
was  enga^;ed  till  the  evening  of  December  eleventh. 
This  evening  Major  Nelson,  who  had  closely  re- 
oomioitred  during  the  day,  reported  to  him  in- 
dications of  an  approaching  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy.  He  also  received  a  reliable 
mdmation  of  intelligence,  said  to  have  been  sent 
to  General  Stuart  by  a  friend  across  the  river, 
that  the  enemy  had  orders  to  prepare  rations  and 
move  at  dawn  next  morning.  On  the  twelfth, 
therefore,  signal  guns  just  before  dawn  were  only 
what  the  undersigned  anticipated.  A  few  minutes 
after  them  he  sent  one  aid  to  the  front  for  infor- 
mation, and  another  to  the  commanding  General 
to  ask  if  the  large  Parrotts  should  not  at  once  be 
taken  into  position — the  possibility  of  their  be- 
ing needed  elsewhere  having  caused  this  to  be 
delayed.  It  being  now  approved,  they  were,  as 
early  in  the  day  as  practicable,  taken  to  the  works 
prepared  for  tnem.  A  dense  fog  more  than  half 
the  da^  concealed  the  enemy,  and  rendered  active 
operations  nearly  impossible.  The  morning  was 
therefore  employed  by  us  in  preparation,  adjust- 
ing batteries  in  position,  &c.  Later  in  the  day, 
as  the  atmosphere  cleared  up,  it  was  kno^n  that 
the  enemy  had  completed  a  bridge  across  the 
river  near  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run.  Near  that 
run,  in  the  river  road  —  suggested  a  iudicious 
staff  officer,  who  had  some  days  before  ridden  over 
the  ground  —  good  positions  might  be  chosen, 
which  ought  now  to  be  occupied  by  several  bat- 
teries, lo  test  this  the  undersigned  proceeded 
to  the  place,  accompanied  by  Majors  Nelson  and* 
Garaett.  The  locality  was  within  easy  range  of 
the  bridge,  and  was  of  course  more  or  less  under 
fire  from  the  enemy's  lines  across  the  river.  £x- 
smiitation  soon  satisfied  the  undersigned  that  the 
position  was  unsuitable,  because  effectually  com- 
manded by  the  enemy's  heavv  guns,  and  because 
much  too  far  in  advance  of  the  supporting  infan- 
try line.  In  this  view  the  two  attending  officers 
fiiily  concurred ;  and  when  the  case  was  submitted 
U>  the  commanding  General,  his  judgment  sanc- 
ticmed  the  conclusion  reached.  While  on*  this 
tour  the  undersigned,  satisfied  that  under  existing 
eircamstances  it  ought  to  be  done,  sent  an  Aid  to 
rfccall  Captain  Ross  with  his  battery  from  the  post 
on  the  river,  which  he  had  so  long  and  laborious- 
ly held,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  that 
this  only  anticipated  »  direction  to  the  precise 
tfkct  from  the  commanding  General.  The  four 
long-range  gims  of  tlus  battery  were  assigned 
position,  under  Major  Qamett,  on  the  heights 
Vol.  X.— Doc.        8 


near  the  right  of  McLaws's  division.  Saturday, 
thirteenth,  heavy  firing  began  early  $  and  Patter- 
son's six-pounder  battery,  with  Ross's  short-range 
section,  having  been  assigned,  under  Major  Ti 
Jefferson  Page,  to  General  Hood's  front,  the  un- 
dersigned hastened  with  Kirkpatrick's  and  Mas- 
sie's  batteries,  under  Major  Nelson,  to  the  heights 
near  the  Telegraph  road,  commanding  Marye's 
Hill,  with  the  view  to  sweeping  that  plateau  in 
case  it  should  be  ultimately  gained  b^  tne  enemy. 
The  two  lar^e  guns  were  then  visited  by  him, 
that  on  the  right  having  been  committed  to  the 
direction  of  Captain  Barnwell,  that  on  the  left  to 
the  command  of  Captain  G.  W.  Nelson.  Direc- 
tions being  left  for  the  management  of  these,  he 
proceeded  to  the  other  batteries  along  the  heights, 
and  attended  to  the  best  adjustment  of  all  the 
guns. 

These  duties  having  been  discharged,  and  the 
furious  fire  of  the  enemy  observed  for  some  dme, 
as  well  as  the  fog  would  permit,  from  the  site  of 
the  left-hand  large  gun,  the  undersigned  rode  to 
the  left  of  the  line,  for  the  purpose  of  determin- 
ing whether  Lane's  heavy  guns  were  likely  to  be 
of  more  service  there  or  elsewhere.  Under  cover 
of  the  fog,  he  was  enabled  to  pass  near  the  works 
on  Marye's  Hill,  occupied  by  tne  Louisiana  Wash- 
ington artillenr,  and  those  farther  to  the  left, 
occupied  by  Maurin's  and  oUier  batteries,  so  as 
to  observe  that  all  were  ready.  Captain  Rhett's 
battery  of  heavy  guns  was  visited)  posted  on  the 
heights  back  of  Marye's  HUl,  and  near  the  plank 
road,  for  the  purpose,  also,  of  sweeping  that 
plateau,  if  possibly  gained  by  the  enemy.  Thence 
passing  on  towards  the  left,  the  undersigned  ob- 
served the  several  batteries  of  Alexander's  bat- 
talion and  some  of  those  with  Anderson's  division, 
a  portion  in  position  behind  epaulements,  others 
in  reserve  under  cover  of  the  hills.  By  the  time 
we  reached  Lane's  battery,  on  the  left,  distant 
objects  could  be  distinguished.  And  from  the 
concentration  of  fire  there,  as  well  as  from  the 
character  of  the  ground  and  the  apparent  disposi- 
tions of  the  enemy,  it  seemed  clear  to  Colonel 
Alexander,  who  rode  thither  with  the  under- 
signed, and  to  himself,  that  those  guns  ought  not 
then  to  be  removed  from  a  point  of  such  impor- 
tance. Contingent  provision  was,  however,  made 
for  supplving,  by  pieces  of  less  power,  the  places 
of  the  Whitworth  and  larger  rifles,  in  case  greater 
need  for  these  elsewhere  should  occur.  The  fog 
was  now  disappearing,  and  the  firing  becoming 
severe  all  along  the  line,  so  that  shells  were  pass- 
ing and  exploding  in  considerable  numbers  about 
the  undersigned  and  certfun  members  of  his  staff 
on  the  route  returning  to  the  central  point  of 
observation.  Here  he  remained  imtil  some  time 
after  dark,  watching  the  struggle  near  and  re- 
mote, occasionally  directing  the  fire  of  the  large 
gun,  and  from  time  to  time  receiving  instructions 
from  |he  commanding  General  concerning  move- 
ments of  batteries  ana  other  arrangements.  This 
large  Parrott  having  been  used  some  hours  with 
terrible  effect  upon  the  enemy,  especially  when, 
driven  back  by  an  intolerable  fire  fiom  Marye's 
Hill,  they  crowded  into  the  deep  railroad  cut, 
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which  it  enfiladed,  burst  about  the  thirty-ninth 
discharge.  Although  many  persons  were  stand- 
ing near,  among  them  the  commanding  General 
and  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  and,  perhaps 
within  ten  feet,  the  undersigned,  by  a  remarkable 
providence,  the  explosion  was  entirely  harmless, 
r^ot  a  single  individual  received  from  it  so  much 
as  a  scratch.  A  small  Parrott  was  immediately 
substituted,  and  orders  were  sent  by  an  Aid  for 
Lane's  Whitworth  to  be  removed  to  this  point  as 
speedily  as  possible.  But  before  it  amved  dark- 
ness had  closed  upon  the  scene ;  the  enemy's  last 
feeble  attempt,  made  after  dark,  had  failed,  and 
the  tumult  of  battle  settled  into  the  stillness  of 
death. 

Although  the  enemy  had  been  thus  far  success- 
fully repeUed,  alike  on  the  right  and  left,  it  was 
confidently  expected  that  a  more  serious  attack 
would  be  made  next  morning;  accordingly, 
measures  were  taken  to  meet  it  effectually.  On 
request  from  General  Jackson  for  additional  guns 
to  strengthen  his  extreme  right,  Milledge's  bat- 
tery of  light  rifles,  which  had  that  evening  ar- 
rived from  below,  was  ordered  to  report  at  da.wn 
next  morning  to  Major  Pelham,  who  had  charge 
of  one  or  two  battenes  on  the  right.  And  at  the 
request  of  General  McLaws,  who  wished  to  detect 
and  frustrate  any  effort  of  working  parties  of  the 
enemy  near  our  lines  next  the  town,  the  under- 
signed caused  to  be  prepared  at  the  ordnance 
workshop,  and  conducted  to  the  batteries  on 
Mar)'e's  Hill,  some  incendiary  shells,  to  be  used, 
if  found  necessary,  in  firing  certain  buildings 
suitably  situated  so  as  to  illuminate  the  scene 
and  reveal  any  works  in  course  of  construction. 
This  proved  superfluous.  Nothing  being  at- 
tempted by  the  enemy,  the  shells  were  not  used. 
These  duties  necessarily  occupied  the  undersigned 
till  late,  and  required  the  active  services  of  mem- 
bers of  his  staff  during  most  of  the  night 

Sunday  morning,  the  fourteenth,  the  decisive 
battle  was  expected.  Accordingly,  at  an  early  hour 
the  front  was  sought  by  the  undersigned,  as  by 
others.  The  same  dense  fog  prevailed  as  on  pre- 
vious mornings.  The  enemy,  having  been  so  de- 
structively repelled  from  Marj-e's  Hill  on  the  day 
before,  would  not  again  essay  that  point,  it  was 
supposed,  but  concentrate  upon  the  centre  and 
right  And  more  effectually  to  frustrate  anything 
like  an  attempt  by  surprise,  under  cover  of  the 
fog,  to  carry  the  heights  occupied  by  the  Whit- 
worth and  the  remaining  large  Parrott,  the  short- 
range  guns  of  Major  Nelson's  battalion  were 
adjusted  to  sweep  the  approaches  to  those  heights, 
and  oflicers  and  men  were  kept  on  the  alert  at 
all  the  batteries.  Nothing,  however,  occurred, 
except  desultory  firing.  As  the  fog  cleared  up, 
the  enemy  appeared  in  full  array  along  and  near 
the  river  road,  but  comparatively  inactive,  as  if, 
in  some  sort,  respecting  the  Christian  Sabbath. 
To  watch  their  movements  and  counteract  them 
by  occasional  shots,  &c.,  was  the  course  adopted 
on  our  part  As  the  day  progressed,  circumstan- 
ces seemed  to  indicate  a  purpose  by  the  enemy  to 
throw  a  heavy  force  against  and  beyond  our  right 
flank,  and  the  more  adequately  to  meet  the  re- 


quest of  General  Jackson  the  day  before  for 
stronger  artillery  there,  the  undersigned  obtained 
the  commanding  Genei'al's  sanction  to  the  trans- 
fer of  Lane's  battery,  save  the  Whitworth,  from 
the  extreme  left  to  the  extreme  right  It  was 
accordingly  sent  for,  and  marched  several  miles 
of  the  distance  that  night  On  Monday,  the  fif- 
teenth, the  undersigned,  supposing  the  still  ex- 
pected attack  woula  be  mainly  directed  against 
our  right,  proceeded  thither  for  the  purpose  of 
posting  Lane's  battery  and  rendering  other  ser- 
vice. Having  traversed  the  entire  front  between 
the  left  and  right  of  General  Jackson's  corps, 
without  meeting  that  commander,  who  had  rid- 
den, he  was  told,  with  the  commanding  General, 
the  undersigned  consulted  other  Generals  there 
in  command  respecting  positions  to  be  occupied 
—  especially  General  Stuart,  whom  he  met  at 
the  defences  on  the  hill  near  where  the  railroad 
emerges  from  the  wood  about  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing. Having  thus  learned  the  localities  in  that 
Quarter,  he  rode  with  Major  Pelham  and  Captain 
lane  to  select  the  best  positions  for  Lane's  guns. 
Thus  the  morning  passed,  and  the  expected 
advance  of  the  enemy  remained  unattempted. 
There  was  no  serious  movement,  nor  anything 
except  distant  and  desultory  firing.  Nothing 
being  likely  to  transpire,  and  all  arrangements 
being  made,  the  undersigned  returned  to  the 
centre,  and  learned  that  the  other  large  Parrott 
had  burst  at  about  the  fifty-fourth  discharge, 
providentially,  again,  doing  no  damage. 

On  Tuesday,  the  sixteenth,  calling  early  at 
general  headquarters,  the  undersigned  learned 
that  information  had  been  brought  of  some  mys- 
terious movement  of  the  enemy,  and,  hastening 
to  the  front,  he  saw,  with  astonishment,  their 
immense  trains  and  vast  masses  collected  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river.  Under  cover  of  night, 
the  monstrous  assailing  host  had  stolen  away  to 
escape  destruction.  Nothing  remained  but  to 
watch  the  discomfited  multatude,  and  disturb 
their  movements  by  an  occasional  shot  from  a 
long-range  gun.  A  few  of  their  most  powerful 
pieces  responded  from  time  to  time  with  sheila 
well-directed  towards  our  post  of  observation, 
but  doing  no  harm  whatever. 

The  contest  was  over,  and  the  campaign  vir- 
tually closed.  In  the  eventful  conflict  thus  ter- 
minated all  the  batteries  of  the  general  reserve,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  two  army  corps,  were  posted 
on  the  lines,  and  though  not  called,  by  the  ene> 
my's  mode  of  attack,  to  bear  the  brunt  of  close 
and  concentrated  action,  they  were  all  more  or 
less,  and  some  quite  severely,  under  fire.  Lane's 
and  Ross's,  as  of  the  best  guns,  were  most  in 
requisition,  and  rendered  most  service.  MU- 
le(^e's  were  useful  on  the  river,  and  with  Major 
Pelham  in  his  successful  dash  upon  the  enemy 
when  menacing  our  right  flank.  Patterson's, 
with  a  section  of  Ross's,  under  Major  T.  Jeffer- 
son Page,  shared  the  defence  of  General  Hood's 
front  And  Xirkpatrick's  and  Massie's,  under 
Major  Nelson,  rendered  more  secure  the  defences 
of  Marye's  Hill  and  the  heights  occupied  by  the 
large  guns,  and  received  a  niU  share  of  the  mis- 
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ales  hurled  at  the  latter.    No  serious  casualty 
was  experienced  among  them. 

Officers  and  men  all  behaved  well,  and  were 
ready,  promptly  and  patiently,  to  discharge  what- 
erer  duty  mija:ht  be  presented.  Captains  Nelson 
and  Barnwell,  and,  under  them,  the  two  lieuten- 
ants and  the  men  of  EIls's  battery,  at  the  large 
Parrotts,  well  performed  their  part.  And  the 
seTeral  members  of  my  staff  are  entitled  to  hon- 
orable mention  for  the  zeal,  energy,  and  fortitude 
vith  which  they  passed  through  much  danger, 
and  performed,  by  night  and  by  day,  much  labor. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  would  record, 
as  right  and  proper,  an  expression  of  ^titude 
for  the  divine  guidance  and  guardianship  under 
which  these  duties  were  discharged,  and  espe- 
cially that  so  much  was  achieved  by  the  army 
and  its  leaders,  with  so  little  to  regret,  and  a  loss 
Fo  much  lesa  than  usual  to  lament.  He  has  the 
honor  to  be^  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  Pendleton, 

BrigMUer-Qeneral  and  Chief  of  Artilleiy. 

REPORT  OF  B&IOADIE&-OENERAL  WILCOX. 

Headquartebs  Wilcox's  Brigade,  ) 

Droember  24, 1862.     ) 

Mqfr/r  Thomas  8.  Millst  Assistant  Adjutant- 

General : 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  submit  herewith  a  brief  report 
of  the  part  borne  by  my  brigade  in  the  battle  at 
Fredericksburg,  on- the  thirteenth  instant : 

Since  the  arrival  of  the  division  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fredericksburg,  on  the  twenty-third  ultimo, 
the  brigade  has  been  on  the  left  of  the  division, 
and  the  extreme  left  of  the  army.  And  from  that 
time  till  within  a  few  days  of  the  battle  nothing 
of  interest  occurred,  my  command  being  occu- 
ped  only  in  constructing,  in  part,  one  or  two 
oatteriea  on  our  firont,  and  picketing  on  the  canal 
ID  front  of  the  house  of  Dr.  Taylor,  and  thence 
on  the  Rappahannock  above,  some  three  fourths 
of  a  mile.  The  enemy's  camps  wtere  visible  on 
the  &r  side  of  the  Rappahannock,  upon  our  arri- 
val, and  increased  perceptibly  for  several  days 
sherwards. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  enemy  were  seen  to 
be  engaged  in  constructing  batteries  at  various 
points  on  the  heights  beyond  the  river,  and  imme- 
diately on  its  baniLS ;  new  batteries  daily  appeared, 
till  at  length  extending  from  a  point  a  mile  above 
Falmouth,  at  convenient  intervals,  they  reached 
Fredericksburg,  and  thence  even  down  the  river 
some  three  or  four  miles.  On  a  great  part  of  this 
line  there  were  two  tiers  of  batteries,  one  on  the 
firtt  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  other  on  heights 
commanding  a  level  plateau  in  rear  of  this  bank. 
Most  of  the  euns  of  these  various  batteries  could 
be  made  to  bear  both  upon  the  city  of  Freder- 
icksburg and  on  our  batteries  that  crowned  the 
heighu  on  this  side  of  the  Rappahannock.  The 
lines  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  following  the  in- 
flections of  the  river,  enabled  them  to  dispose 
of  their  pieces  so  as  to  enfilade  most  of  the 
•treets  of  the  town ;  even  those  at  right  angles 
vere  alike  exposed. 


The  two  armies  continued  thus  confronting 
each  dther  on  the  opposite  banks  of  the  river, 
each  constructing  batteries,  and  the  hostile  pick- 
ets in  full  view  and  in  close  proximity ;  the  bat- 
teries scarcely  fired  a  gun,  and  the  pickets,  by 
mutual  and  tacit  understanding,  refrained  en- 
tirely from  the  use  of  their  rifles.  This  condi- 
tion of  affairs  continued  from  day  to  day,  till  at 
length  each  party,  perhaps,  became  impatient 
from  delay  and  eager  for  the  fray. 

On  the  morning  of  the  tenth,  nothing  unusual 
appeared  upon  my  part  of  the  line ;  the  enemy's 
batteries  and  our  own  were  as  inactive  as  before ; 
the  pickets  were  neither  stronger  nor  weaker; 
the  aay  passed  off  quietly,  and  at  dark  there  was 
nothing  to  indicate,  to  the  closest  observer  on  my 
front,  that  the  enemy  was  preparing  for  or  medi- 
tating an  attack.  Nothing  occurred  in  the  early 
part  of  the  night  to  ^ve  warning  of  the  intended 
attack ;  but,  about  half  past  four  A.  M.  our  signal 
guns  were  fired,  upon  hearing  which,  all  were 
aroused  and  the  command  placed  under  arms. 
Little  before  the  dawn  of  day  musketry  was 
heard  in  the  direction  of  and  in  Fredericksburg, 
and,  after  that,  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries 
began.  Repairing  to  the  front  of  my  line  of 
pickets  before  it  was  clear  da^,  I  learned  that 
there  was  none  of  the  enemy's  infantry  anywhere 
visible. 

The  enemy's  batteries  continued  to  fire  with 
much  spirit,  and,  as  far  as  I  could  see,  entirely 
concentrated  upon  the  town  of  Fredericksburg. 
Many  women  and  children,  in  great  fright,  with 
husbands  and  servants,  were  fleeing  from  their 
homes  at  this  early  hour  to  escape  the  enemy's 
terrible  shells  and  cannon  balls.  Soon  after  it 
was  clear  daylight,  I  moved  mv  brigade  up  to  the 
front,  and  formed  it  in  line  of  battle,  under  cover 
of  the  forest,  and  near  the  edge  of  an  open  field, 
fronting  the  river  and  the  town,  my  left  resting 
upon  the  river,  one  hundred  and  fifly  yards  to 
the  left  of  Dr.  Taylor's  house,  and  then  extend- 
ing to  the  right  across  the  road,  on  the  right  of 
Dr.  Taylor's,  leading  into  town,  and  thence  along 
th^  base  of  the  hiU  upon  which  Lane's  battery, 
to  the  rear,  was  placed,  crossed  a  deep  ravine, 
and  then  bearing  slightly  to  the  rear  of  the 
Whitworth  gun  of  Lane's  battery,  and  then  cross- 
ing another  ravine,  reached  to  Huger's  batter}', 
the  right  of  my  line.  Four  regiments  occupied 
this  line,  and  the  fifth  was  held  in  rear  of  the 
centre  of  this  line. 

General  Wright's  brigade  was  on  my  right 
flank ;  the  battery  of  Captain  Lewis,  attached  to 
the  brigade,  was  in  position  on  a  hill  opposite  to 
the  ford  between  Falmouth  and  Fredericksburg. 

The  brigade  remained  all  day  quiet  spectators 
of  the  enemy's  fiendish  and  furious  bombardment 
of  Fredericksburg ;  many  shots  and  shells  were 
thrown  into  the  woods  occupied  by  my  men,  in- 
flicting but  a  trifling  loss,  killing  one  and  wound- 
ing two  men  of  the  Eleventh  Alabama  regiment 

In  the  afternoon  it  was  known  that  the  enemy 
had  succeeded  in  his  efforts  to  throw  pontoon 
bridges  over  the  river,  and  that,  both  in  tne  town 
and  below,  several  bridges  were  being  used  by 


116 


REBELLION  RECORD,   1862-«4. 


tbem  for  crossing  over  the  troops.  Late  in  the 
evening.  Captain  Lewis,  seeing  a  column  of  the 
enemy's  infantry  advancing  to  cross  the  upper 
pontoon  bridge,  gave  the  order  to  his  battery  to 
nre  upon  them.  This  was  instantlv  done,  and 
with  such  effect  as  to  drive  over  half  of  it  back 
under  cover  of  some  houses.  Later  in  the  even- 
ing, the  battery  again  fired  upon  artillery  and 
cavalry  that  were  in  sight,  and  soon  drove  them 
off  and  out  of  view.  This  battery  had  orders  to 
waste  no  ammunition,  and  to  fire  only  when  dam- 
age could  be  inflicted  upon  the  enemy.  The 
brigade  slept  under  arms  in  line  of  battle,  strong 
pickets  being  thrown  to  the  front  The  artillery- 
men remained  with  their  guns. 

During  Friday,  the  twelfth,  the  bri^de  re- 
mained under  arms  and  in  position  ,*  snot  and 
shell  from  the  enemy's  batteries  fell  at  times  near 
them,  but  without  inflicting  any  loss.  Lewis's 
battery,  at  various  times  during  the  day,  flred  at 
the  enemy's  batteries  while  crossing  the  river. 
About  three  P.  M.,  a  column  of  infantry  (one  bri- 
gade) came  in  sight ;  shot  and  shell  were  thrown 
upon  the  head  of  this  column,  causing  much  con- 
fusion in  their  ranks,  and  forcing  them  to  change 
their  course,  and  take  shelter  behind  houses. 
Later  in  the  dav,  the  battery  flred  upon  cavalry 
crossing  the  ford ;  in  each  case*damage  was  done 
the  enemy,  as  his  ambulances  were  seen  to  leave 
the  field  with  wounded. 

Again  all  slept  under  arms,  (the  night  of  the 
twelftli,)  with  strong  pickets  in  our  front. 

The  early  mom  of  the  thirteenth  was  dark,  and 
much  obscured  by  a  dense  fog;  at  length,  the 
rising  sun  dissipating  the  mist,  about  eight  A.  M. 
musketry  was  heard  on  our  right;  this  fire 
quickened,  and  artillery  was  also  heard  in  the 
same  direction.  The  rapidity  and  quantity  of  the 
musketry  fire  indicated  that  a  general  action  had 
begun.  The  firing,  at  length,  be^an  to  approach 
nearer  us,  the  rignt  of  our  left  wmg  had  become 
engaged,  and  the  firing  still  continued,  extending 
towards  our  left,  reacning  as  far  as  its  centre, 
and  here  it  remained  for  a  long  time,  approaching 
no  nearer  our  position.  The  firing  had  now  be- 
come general ;  musketry,  artillery,  and  the  burst- 
ing of  shells  are  heard,  var}'ing  at  times  in  quan- 
tity and  rapidity,  but  without  any  entire  cessation 
till  dark;  at  times  it  would  appear  to  be  more  in- 
tense far  to  our  right,  and  then,  again,  the  centre 
and  the  left  centre  would  seem  to  be  the  point 
where  the  enemy  were  concentrating  their  heaviest 
forces  and  making  the  most  vigorous  efforts  to 
force  our  line.  More  artillery  appeared  to  be 
used  on  this  day  then  I  had  ever  known  before ; 
frequently,  during  the  continuance  of  this  battle, 
I  counted  as  many  as  fifty  shots  per  minute. 

During  this  long  and  intensely  exciting  day 
my  brigade  remained  in  line  of  battle,  i*eady  to 
meet  any  advance  of  the  enemy,  or  to  hasten  to 
any  point  of  the  line  that  might  need  support. 

The  battery  of  Captain  Lewis  lost  no  oppor- 
tunity of  firing  upon  the  enemy's  infiintry  and 
cavalry  when  m  easy  range ;  in  all,  it  fired  four 
b\|pdred  rounds. 

The  brigade  lost,  to-day, 'one  killed  and  eight 


wounded  —  Lewis's  battery  one  killed  and  two 
wounded. 

Although  the  brigade  lost  but  few  men  by  the 
enemy's  artillery  and  none  by  the  musket,  it 
would  seem  to  be  almost  increaible  that  the  loss 
should  have  been  so  inconsiderable  ;  for,  from  a 
point  near  a  mile  above  Falmouth,  on  a  command- 
ing height,  there  was  a  six  gun  battery  of  rifle 
pieces  tnat  enfiladed  my  line  lower;  down  and 
nearer,  on  the  slope  of  this  hill,  was  a  second 
battery,  that  had  the  same  fire  upon  them ;  and 
yet  nearer,  and  immediately  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  and  to  the  right  of  the  two  batteries  above 
referred  to,  was  another ;  and  then  again,  on  a 
very  commanding  hill,  in  rear  of  Falmouth,  near 
the  house  of  Miss  Scott,  was  a  battery  of  more 
than  twenty  pieces  that  bore  upon  us,  and  these 
of  the  heaviest  rifle  pieces ;  and  down  the  river 
were  one  or  two  other  batteries  that  could  throw 
shot  and  shell  far  beyond  our  line ;  in  these  bat- 
teries there  could  not  have  been  less  than  flfty 
pieces  that  bore  upon  us. 

The  night  of  the  thirteenth  we  were  under 
arms,  like  the  two  previous  nights,  strong  pickets 
being  in  our  front.  During  the  night,  our  pickets 
were  heard  to  fire  frequently  in  the  direction  of 
Fredericksburg. 

The  morning  of  the  fourteenth  was  foggy,  and, 
when  it  had  been  scattered  by  the  rising  sun,  nothing 
was  seen  of  the  enemv  in  our  front,  save  his  dis- 
tant line  of  cavalry  videttes,  as  usual.  The  four- 
teenth passed  off  quietly,  some  few  artillery  shots 
during  the  day,  and  at  intervals  a  little  finng  be- 
tween the  pickets.  The  night  of  the  fourteenth 
and  the  day  of  the  fifteenth  passed  off  with  little 
or  no  firing.  The  night  of  the  fifteenth  was  dark, 
windy,  ana  rainy,  and  the  morning  of  the  six- 
teenth foggy;  when  the  fog  disappeared  it  re- 
vealed the  Sict  that  the  enemy  had  recrossed  the 
river,  nothing  remaining  on  this  side  but  a  few 
of  the  wounded,  the  unburied  dead,  and  a  few  of 
the  infantry  pickets,  whom  they  had  failed  to  re- 
lieve ;  these  delivered  themselves  up  to  my  com- 
mand as  prisoners. 

My  command  now  returned  to  their  camp,  hav- 
ing been  under  arms  since  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh.  The  lists  of  casualties  having  been 
previously  forwarded,  it  will  suffice  in  this  report 
to  state  that  the  loss  in  ray  command  was  fifteen 
killed  and  wounded ;  of  this  number  three  were 
kiUed. 

I  am,  sir. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  Wilcox, 

Biigfadier-Geaeml,  oommanding,  Ac. 

REPORT  OF  BBIG.-GEN.  FEATHBRSTON. 

Headquarters  Feathkrston's  Briqape,  i 

Dcoember  22, 1802.     ( 

Thomcts  S.  Mills,  Major  and  A.  A,  General : 
Major  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  submit  the 

following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my^  brigade 

in  the  battle  before  Fredericksburg : 
About  five  o'clock  a.  h.,  on  Thursday,   the 

eleventh  instant,  at  the  firing  of  the  signal  guns, 


DOCUMENTS. 


117 


mj  brigade  was  fonned,  and  inarched  rapidly  from 
iu  encampment  to  the  line  of  battle  previously 
deiignatea  for  Major-Oeneral  Anderson^s  division, 
io  front  and  to  the  left  of  Fredericksburg.  My 
bri^de  formed  the  right  of  Anderson's  division, 
&r.d  was  posted  on  Thursday  morning  between 
the  plank  road  and  Hazel  iCun,  in  front  of  the 
town,  and  some  distance  in  rear  of  the  Washing- 
ton ardllery.  Here  we  remained  during  that  day 
Bad  night,  protected  from  the  artillery'  fire  of  the 
enemy  by  a  continuous  range  of  hills  m  our  front. 

On  Friday  morning,  mv  origade  was  moved  to 
the  left  of  the  plank  roact,  and  our  first  position, 
between  the  plank  road  and  Hazel  Bun,  occupied 
bj  General  Ransom's  ^vision. 

During  Friday  and  Friday  night,  we  remained 
in  position  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  about 
the  same  distance  in  rear  of  our  batteries,  where 
ve  were  protected,  by  the  same  continuous  range 
of  hills,  rrom  the  enemy's  artillery  fire.  About 
ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  Saturday,  we  were  ordered 
to  advance  in  line  of  battle  farther  to  the  front, 
and  halted  about  one  hundred  yards  in  rear  of 
our  batteries,  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  ex- 
tending our  line  of  battle  up  the  river,  in  the 
direction  of  the  Taylor  house.  Here  we  remained 
during  the  day,  subjected  to  a  very  heavy  con- 
Terging  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  immedi- 
ately in  our  front,  and  extending  up  the  river  to 
oar  left  My  men  were  kept  lying  down  during 
the  day  in  an  old  road,  protecting  them  as  much 
as  possible.  The  enemy's  batteries  immediately 
in  front  were  numerous  and  skilfully  served. 
Tlieir  batteries  on  our  left  completely  enfiladed 
our  position,  which  they  did  not  fail  to  see,  and 
of  which  they  took  every  advantage  to  avail 
themselves.  The  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery 
could  not  have  been  more  rapid  or  galling  on  any 
part  of  the  line  than  that  which  was  brought  to 
bear  on  our  position  on  Saturday.  The  right  of 
my  brigade  was  also  within  range  of  the  fire  of 
the  enemy's  small  arm^.  My  orders  were  to  hold 
this  position  in  support  of  the  batteries  imme- 
diately in  my  front,  and  to  advance  to  the  bat- 
teries when  the  enemy  advanced  with  small  arms 
immediately  in  my  front  There  was  no  consid- 
erable advance  of  the  enemy's  smaU  arms  in  our 
immediate  front  during  the  entire  engagement 
We  remained  in  this  position  Saturday  night, 
Sunday,  and  Sunday  night  Monday,  and  Monday 
eight  At  a  late  hour  on  Sunday  night,  I  was 
advised  by  General  Ransom  that  one  of  his  bri- 
pdei  would  be  withdrawn  and  sent  across  Hazel 
Hun,  down  the  river,  by  order  of  Lieutenant- 
Oeneral  Longatreet  I  t^en  threw  forward  to  the 
rack  fence,  on  the  right  of  the  plank  road,  the 
Stiteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  and  ^ve  com- 
panies of  the  Forty-sixth  Mississippi  regiment, 
(fonnerty  the  second  battalion,)  to  fill  the  place 
vacated  oy  some  of  the  troops  withdrawn,  and  to 
form  a  continuouB  line  of  battle.  These  troops, 
to  vit,  the  Sixteenth  Mississippi  and  fivd  com- 
panies  of  the  Forty-sixth  Mississippi,  Sunday 
night,  Monday,  and  Monday  night,  remained  in 
that  position,  declining  on  Monday  night  to  be 
relisTed  by  other  regiments  of  my  brigade. 


I  On  Tuesday  morning,  after  the  fact  was  ascer- 
tained that  tne  enemy  had  recrossed  the  river, 
the  troops  were  withdrawn,  except  the  Twelfth 
Mississippi  regiment,  which  was  left  on  picket  in 
front  During  the  engagement  of  Saturday,  the 
casualties  in  my  brigade  were  forty-two  killed 
and  wounded,  and  one  on  Monday.  Among  the 
number  I  regret  to  enumerate  the  loss  of  two 
valuable  officers.  Major  Lee,  of  the  Forty-sixth, 
and  Captain  Fulkinson,  of  the  Sixteenth  regi- 
ments, Doth  seriously,  but,  it  is  believed,  not 
dangerously  wounded.  The  small  list  of  casual- 
ties, under  so  heavy  a  converging  fire  from  the 
enemy's  numerous  batteries,  can  only  be  ac- 
counted for,  under  Providence,  by  the  fact  that 
the  men  were  kept  lying  down  closely  on  the 
ground,  taking  advantage  of  every  hill  and  crest 
as  a  protection.  A  full  return  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  has  already  been  transmitted  to  your 
headquarters.  During  the  entire  engagement  of 
five  days  and  nights,  both  officers  and  men  mani- 
fested great  patience  and  endurance,  under  the 
hardships  ana  privations,  and  were  eager  to  the 
last  for  a  continuance  of  the  fight 

The  officers  of  the  medical,  commissary,  and 
quartermaster's  departments  were  prompt  and 
efficient  in  discharging  the  duties  of  their  several 
departments.  In  the  absence  of  my  regular  staff 
officers,  Captain  W.  R.  Barksdale,  assistant  adju* 
tant-genertu,  and  Lieutenant  A.  N.  Parker,  aid- 
de-camp,  (both  absent  on  sick  leave,)  I  feel 
greatly  indebted  to  my  volunteer  aids,  Captain 
C.  H.  Featherston  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Graves,  who 
attended  me  during  the  entire  engagement,  and 
who  were  ever  ready,  prompt  and  efficient  in  the 
execution  of  all  orders,  upon  every  part  of  the 
field. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  tEATHEESTON, 
Brlgadier-Genersl,  commanding. 

BEPORT  OF  BRIQADIEE-GBNBBAL  KERSHAW. 


Headquarters  Kershaw's  Brigade, 
Camp  near  Fredbricksburo 
December  26, 1«62 


)E,> 


To  Major  J,  IL  Ooggin,  Assuiani  A^j^UanU 

Oeneral: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report 
of  the  operations  of  my  command  during  the  re- 
cent engagement : 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  instant,  by 
daylight,  the  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle 
in  the  position  assigned  me,  the  right  resting  at 
the  left  of  Howison's  Hill,  and  the  left  near  How- 
iflon's  Hill,  on  Hazel  Run.  Ordered,  during  the 
day,  to  reenforce  the  picket  of  General  Barksdale 
at  Deep  Run,  the  Fifteenth  regiment  South  Caro- 
lina volunteers  (Colonel  De  Saussure)  was  sent, 
but  found  the  bridge  at  that  point  already  com- 
pleted and  perfectly  commanded  by  all  the  bat- 
teries on  the  other  side.  This  regiment  remained 
on  picket  until  withdrawn  to  its  former  position, 
by  order  of  the  Major-Oeneral  commanding,  on 
Friday  morning,  after  a  night  of  such  intense  cold 
as  to  cause  the  death  of  one  man,  and  disable. 
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temporarily,  others.  With  this  exception,  the 
troops  were  kept  in  position,  strengthening  our 
defences  nightly,  without  any  incident  requiring 
notice,  until  Saturday,  the  thirteenth.  About  one 
o'clock  of  that  day,  I  was  directed  to  send  two 
regiments  into  the  city  to  the  support  of  General 
Coob,  then  engaged  with  part  of  his  brigade  at 
the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill,  and  having  called  for 
reenforcements,  I  sent  forward,  at  once,  Colonel 
John  D.  Kennedy,  with  his  own  (Second  regi- 
ment) and  the  Eighth  regiment  South  Carolina 
volunteers.  Colonel  E.  T.  Stackhouse  command- 
ing. Within  a  few  minutes  after,  I  was  directed 
to  take  my  entire  command  to  the  same  point, 
and  assume  command  there.  I  had  just  moved 
when  I  was  informed  that  General  Cobb  was 
wounded,  and  was  directed  by  Major-General 
McLaws  to  hasten  forward  in  person  immediately 
and  take  command.  Leaving  my  staff  to  conduct 
the  troops,  I  proceeded,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  to 
the  scene  of  action,  reaching  the  position  at 
Stevens's  house  at  the  moment  that  Colqpel 
Kennedy  arrived  with  the  Second  and  Eighth 
regiments,  just  in  time  to  meet  a  fresh  assault  of 
the  enemy.  The  position  was  excellent.  Marye's 
Hill,  covered  witn  our  batteries,  then  occupied 
by  the  Washington  artillery,  Colonel  Walton  com- 
manding, falls  off  abruptly  towards  Fredericks- 
burg to  a  stone  wall,  which  forms  a  terrace  on 
the  side  of  the  hill,  and  the  outer  margin  of  the 
Telegraph  road,  which  winds  along  the  foot  of  the 
hill.  The  road  is  about  some  twenty-five  feet 
wide,  and  is  faced  by  a  stone  wall,  about  four  feet 
high,  on  the  city  side.  The  road  having  been 
cut  out  of  the  side  of  the  hill,  (in  many  places,) 
this  last  wall  is  not  visible  above  the  sunace  of 
the  ground.  The  ground  falls  off  rapidly  to  al- 
most a  level  surface,  which  extends  about  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yards;  then,  with  another  abrupt 
fall  of  a  few  feet,  to  another  plain,  which  extends 
some  two  hundred  yards,  and  then  falls  off 
abruptly  into  a  wide  ravine,  which  extends  along 
the  whole  front  of  the  city,  and  discharges  into 
Hazel  Kun.  I  found,  on  my  arrival,  that  Cobb's 
brigade,  Colonel  McMillan  6ommanding,  occupied 
our  entire  front,  and  my  troops  could  only  get 
into  position  by  doubling  on  them.  This  was 
accordingly  done,  and  the  formation  along  most 
of  the  line,  during  the  engagement,  was  conse- 
quently four  deep.  As  an  evidence  of  the  cool- 
ness of  the  command,  I  may  mention  here,  that, 
notwithstanding  that  their  fire  was  the  most 
rapid  and  continuous  I  have  ever  witnessed,  not 
a  man  was  injured  by  the  fire  of  his  comrades. 
The  first  attack  being  repelled  at  a  quarter  to 
three  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  Third  regiment,  Colonel 
J.  D.  Nance,  and  Seventh,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bland,  came  into  position  on  the  hill  at  Marye's 
house,  with  Colonel  De  Saussure's  Fifteenth  regi- 
ment South  Carolina  volunteers  in  reserve  and 
under  cover  of  the  cemetery.  James's  Third 
South  Carolina  battalion,  (Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bice  commanding,)  I  left  in  position  at  Howi- 
son's  Mill,  to  protect  our  right  from  any  advance 
of  the  enemy  up  Hazel  Run.  While  the  Third 
and  Seventh  regiments  were  getting  into  position, 


another  fierce  attack  wah  sustained,  and  those 
regiments,  especially  the  former,  suffered  severe- 
ly. Colonel  J.  D.  Nance,  that  gallant  and  effi- 
cient officer,  fell  at  the  head  of  his » regiment, 
severelv  wounded  in  three  places,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Rutherford,  upon  whom  the  command 
devolved,  was  almost  immediately  shot  down, 
dangerously  wounded,  as  also  was  Major  Moffat, 
the  next  in  command.  Captain  Todd,  the  senior 
captain,  upon  assuming  command,  was  danger- 
ously, if  not  mortally  wounded,  and  his  successor. 
Captain  Summer,  killed.  Notwithstanding  these 
unprecedented  casualties,  the  regiment,  without 
hesitation  or  confusion,  gallantly  held  their  posi- 
tion, under  command  of  Captain  John  H.  G. 
Nance,  assisted  by  my  aid-de-camp.  Lieutenant 
A.  £.  Doby,  and  in  every  attack  repulsed  the 
enemy  on  that  flank,  assisted'as  gallantly  by  the 
Seventh  regiment,  immediately  on  their  right 
In  the  mean  time,  line  after  hne  of  the  enemy 
deployed  in  the  ravine  and  advanced  to  the  at- 
tack, at  intervals  of  not  more  than  fifteen  minutes, 
until  half  past  four  o'clock,  when  there  was  a  lull 
of  about  a  half  hour,  during  which  a  mass  of  ar- 
tillery was  placed  in  position  in  front  of  the  town, 
and  opened  upon  our  position.  At  this  time  I 
brougnt  up  Colonel  De  Saussure's  regiment.  Our 
batteries  on  the  hill  were  silent,  having  exhausted 
their  ammunition,  and  the  Washington  artillery 
were  relieved  by  a  part  of  Colonel  Alexander's 
battalion.  Under  cover  of  this  artillery  fire,  the 
most  formidable  column  of  attack  was  formed, 
which,  about  five  o'clock,  emerged  from  the 
ravine,  and,  no  longer  impeded  by  our  artiller}% 
impetuously  assailed  our  whole  front  From  this 
time  until  after  six  o'clock,  the  attack  was  con- 
tinuous, and*  the  fire  on  both  sides  terrific.  Some 
few,  chiefly  officers,  got  within  eighty  yards  of 
our  lines ;  but,  in  every  instance,  their  Hues  were 
shattered  by  the  time  they  got  within  one  hun- 
dred paces.  The  firing  gradually  ceased,  and,  by 
seven  o'clock,  our  pickets  were  established  within 
eighty  yards  of  those  of  the  enemy.  Our  chief 
loss,  after  getting  into  position  in  the  road,  was 
from  the  fire  of  sharpshooters,  who  occupied  some 
buildings  on  my  left  flank  in  the  early  part  of  the 
engagement,  and  was  ovly  silenced  bv  Captain 
Wallace,  of  the  Second  regiment,  directing  a  con- 
tinuous fire  of  one  company  upon  the  buildings. 
General  Cobb,  I  learn,  was  killed  by  a  shot  from 
that  quarter.  The  regiments  on  the  hill  suffered 
most,  as  they  were  less  perfectly  covered.  Dur- 
ing the  engagement,  Colonel  McMillan  was  recn- 
forced  by  the  arrival  of  the  Sixteenth  Georgia 
regiment,  and  a  brigade  of  General  Ransom's 
command  was  also  engaged  ^  but  as  they  did  not 
report  to  me,  I  am  unable  to  ^ve  any  particulars 
in  regard  to  them.  That  night  we  materially 
strengthened  our  position,  and  I  more  perfectly 
organized  and  arranged  my  command,  rully  ex- 

Fecting  the  attack  to  be  renewed  the  next  dav. 
sent  the  Third  regiment  in  reserve,  in  consid- 
eration of  their  heavy  loss.  At  daylight  in  the 
morning,  the  enemy  was  in  position,  lying  behind 
the  first  declirity  in  front ;  but  the  operations  on 
both  sides  were  confined  to  skirmishing  of  sharp- 
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iJnwten^  We  lost  but  one  man  during  that  day, 
Init  it  is  reported  that  we  inflicted  a  loss  upon 
the  enemy  (Sykes's  division)  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty.  Monday  morning  discovered  the  pickets ' 
of  the  enemy  behind  rifle-pits,  constructed,  during 
the  night,  along  the  edge  of  the* ravine.  From 
this  po&ition  they  were  nearly  all  driven  by  our 
batteries,  and  nothing  of  interest  occurred  dur- 
ing the  day.  General  Semmes  relieved  General 
Cobb^s  brigade  Monday  night.  Tuesday  morn- 
ing, as  soon  as  the  haze  lifted,  the  enemy's  pick- 
ets being  no  longer  visible,  I  sent  out  scouts 
from  my  own  brigade  to  the  left,  and  from  Gen- 
eral Semmes's  to  the  right.  The  former  soon 
returned,  reporting  the  evacuation  of  the  town, 
which  the  latter  soon  confirmed,  with  the  addi- 
tional information  that  the  bridge  had  been  re- 
moved. I  sent  forward  two  companies,  one  from 
each  brigade,  and  afterwards  two  regiments,  in 
obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Major-General  com- 
manding, to  occupy  the  town.  A  number  of 
prijsoners  and  a  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition, 
etc,  were  taken,  the  particulars  of  which  have 
already  been  imparted.  During  these  operations 
I  was  ably  and  gallantly  assisted  by  Captain 
Holmes,  A.  A.  G.,  and  Lieutenant  Doby,  A.  D.  C, 
who  were  present  on  the  field,  in  the  active  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Myers, 
ordnance  officer,  was  at  his  post  proniptly  re- 
plenishing our  exhausted  ammunition.  Lieuten- 
ant W.  M.  Dwight,  A.  L  G.,  was  disabled,  from 
the  injuries  received  at  Maryland  Heights,  but 
vas  on  the  field,  and  received  a  contusion  on  the 
biad  from  a  shell.  Colonel  McMillan,  command- 
ing Cobb's  brigade,  rendered  valuable  assistance, 
and  when  oflfered  the  alternative  of  being  relieved 
Saturday  night,  gallantly  claimed  the  nonor  of 
remaining.  All  the  regimental  field  officers  and 
oompany  commanders  are  entitled  to  commen- 


dation for  coolness  and  courage,  and  their  suc- 
cessful eflbrts  to  produce  a  deliberate  and  effec- 
tive fire,  under  the  most  trying  circumstances. 
Besides  the  field  officers  already  mentioned  as 
wounded.  Major  F.  Gaillard,  Second  regiment 
South  Carolina  volunteers,  was  struck  in  the  face 
before  he  got  into  position,  and  was  subsequently 
severely  wounded  while  conveying  directions,  at 
my  reouest,  to  the  regiments  in  the  rear.  For 
particular  mention  of  others  who  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  engagement,  I  beg  leave  re- 
spectfully to  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  command- 
ers themselves,  herewith  submitted.  Captain  G. 
B.  Cuthbert*s  company.  Second  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  was  thrown  out  by  me  on 
the  edge  of  Hazel  Kun,  on  the  thirteenth,  in  an 
exposed  position,  but  one  from  which  they  could 
harass  the  enemy  on  their  left  flank.  They  held 
the  position  the  whole  day,  exhausting  their  am- 
munition and  efiectively  annoying  the  enemy. 
His  loss  was  considerable,  including  two  officers 
severely  wounded.  Captain  Head's  battery  was 
posted  ofi  the  hill,  on  the  right  of  my  first  posi- 
tion, and  did  great  damage  to  the  advancing 
column  of  the  enemy.  They  fired  thirteen  rounds 
of  ammunition,  afibrding  excellent  practice  in 
the  field.  I  will  here  remark  that,  during  the 
engagement  on  Saturday,  my  command  fired 
about  fifty-five  rounds  per  man.  A  lar^e  red  and 
white  battle  fiag,  with  the  figure  "  1 "  m  the  cen- 
tre, and  an  embroidered  guide  flag  of  the  Sixty- 
ninth  New  York  regiment,  are  the  trophies  taken 
in  battle  by  my  command,  and  have  already  been 
forwarded  to  division  headquarters.  I  append 
herewith  a  recapitulation  of  the  losses  sustained 
by  my  brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Kershaw, 

Brlg^adier-General,  commandhig. 


List  of  CasuoMits  in  Kershaw's  Brigade. 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Total, 

1 

• 

t 
1 

62 

lat 

61 

31 

54 

2 

Brioadbs. 

• 

Enlisted 
men. 

• 

Enlinted 
men. 

Enlisted 
men. 

Beuarks. 

2d  Soatb  Carolina  Aegiment,   .  . 

Ml     «•             *(                " 

VHh    **             **                ** 
JsRK^^a  DAttnlion.    .....•■. 

•     •     •     • 

•  .  .  • 
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6 
20 

4 

1 

1 

3 
14 
6 
4 
2 
.... 

5:) 

124 

51 

.  25 

50 

1 

3 

19 

6 

.       B       .       • 
.       .       •       . 

.... 

59 
144 
65 
27 
52 
2 

One  missing  ~  sup-' 
posed  to  have  been 
killed  while  on  pioket. 

• 

5 

34 

29 

■ 

304 

34 

339 

373 

R£POHT  OF  BRIGADIEB-GENEBAL  WRIGHT. 


N'S) 

»o,> 

I.    ) 


Headquarters  Wright's  Brtoadk,  Andkrron's 
DrvisioN,  Camp  near  Frbi>ericksbuko, 

December  24, 1662, 

Major  Tkom<k9  S,  Mills^  A.  A.  G.  Division : 

XUjoe  :  In  compliance  with  circular  issued 
from  division  headquarters  on  December  twen- 


tieth, I  herewith  transmit  a  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  action  at  Fredericks- 
burg. At  early  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh  instant,  my  brigade  was  put  under  arms 
and  marched  to  n  position  in  tne  rear  of  our 
redoubts  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  and  there 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  my  right  resting  on  Gen- 
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eral  Mahone's  left,  and  my  left  upon  General 
Wilcox's  right  In  this  position  we  reouiined 
until  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth,  when,  the 
enemy  having  retired  across  the  river,  I  fell  back 
to  my  former  and  present  camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh,  when  the 
enemy  opened  his  batteries  upon  the  town,  pre- 
paratory to  crossing  the  river,  the  Third  Georgia 
regiment  was  on  picket  duty  on  the  river,  at  the 
upper  edge  of  the  town.  This  regiment  retained 
its  position  during  the  whole  day,  subjected  to  a 
most  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries.  At 
five  o'clock^  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  I  received 
a  communication  from  Colonel  E.  J.  Walker, 
commanding  the  regiment,  informing  me .  that 
the  enemy  nad  efiiected  the  building  of  one  or 
more  bridges,  and  had  crossed  a  considerable 
force  into  the  town  on  his  right,  compelling  the 
Eighth  Florida  regiment,  which  was  on  picket 
duty  immediately  on  his  right,  to  fall  back,  and 
that,  from  the  sound  of  musketry,  he  was  led  to 
believe  that  General  Barksdale's  brigade,  also  on 
picket  duty  in  the  town,  had  retired  to  our  line 
of  battle,  and  inquiring  what  he  (Colonel  Walker) 
should  do.  I  immediately  sent  him  orders  to  hold 
his  position  at  all  hazards  until  morning,  and  if 
then  he  should  become  satisfied  that  General 
Barksdale's  brigade  had  retired,  and  the  enemy 
should  show  an  imposing  force  on  this  side  of  the 
river,  to  fall  back  m  order  to  my  line,  destroying 
the  bridges  over  the  canal.  At  eight  o'clock  next 
morning  Colonel  Walker  fell  back  to  my  line, 
having  accomplished  the  complete  destruction  of 
the  canal  bridges  —  General  Barksdale  having, 
as  he  supposed  the  night  before,  previously  fallen 
back  to  our  line  of  batteries.  Colonel  Walker's 
loss,  during  the  day's  bombardment,  was  one 
man  killed  and  one  slightly  wounded.  On  Fri- 
day evening,  the  twelfth  instant,  the  Second 
Georgia  battalion,  of  my  brigade,  under  the 
command  of  Captaip  C.  J.  Moffat,  was  ordered 
on  picket  duty  in  front  of  the  Stansbury  house, 
where  it  remained  until  Saturday  evening,  when 
it  was  relieved  bv  the  Forty-eighth  Georgia  regi- 
ment. Captain  Hall  commanding.  During  toe 
fi^ht  of  Saturday,  Captain  Moffat  lost  one  man 
killed  and  one  wounded.  No  other  casualties 
occurred  in  my  command  during  the  action. 

While  the  officers  and  men  of  my  brigade  had 
no  opportunity  to  display  the  courage  and  gal- 
lantry which  have  heretofore  marked  their  conduct 
in  all  the  battles  in  which  they  have  been  en- 
gaged, theii'  patient  and  protracted  *^  lying  in 
wait "  during  the  six  days  tney  were  under  arms, 
exposed  to  the  rigors  of  the  severe  cold  weather 
and  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  has  given 
me  increased  confidence  in  their  character  as 
vetemn  soldiers,  who  are  alike  equal  to  the  trials 
of  actual  battle  and  of  waiting  under  the  enemy's 
guns  for  any  emergency  which  might  require 
Qieir  services. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  Wright, 

Brlgsdier-QiBnend,  commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  HAUONE. 

Headquabtkbs  Mahokr>s  Brigade,  Akdersiox's  ) 

Division,  December  21, 1862.     ( 

To  Mqfar  T.  8.  Mills,  Assistant  Adjutant  Oen- 

eralf  Anderson* 8  Division : 

Majob  :  In  response  to  the  call  from  division 
headquarters,  I  beg  to  present  the  foUowing 
statement  of  the  operations  of  this  brigade  in 
the  late  bombardment  and  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg: 

Promptly  after  the  signal  of  alarm,  Thursdart 
the  eleventh  instant,  the  brigade  was  placed  m 
the  position  assigned  it  by  the  division  com- 
mander, immediately  in  rear  of  the  line  of  battle 
selected  in  the  event  of  any  attack  upon  our  own 
front 

For  the  most  part,  the  brigade  continued  under 
arms  in  this  position  during  the  period  of  the 
fight,  and,  in  fact,  until  Tuesday,  the  sixteenth 
instant,  when  the  enemy  evacuated  Fredericks- 
burg, and  recrossed  the  Rappahannock.  In  the 
mean  time,  however,  it  always  had  a  regiment, 
and  sometimes  two,  in  advance  of  the  batteries 
on  the  front,  which  were  exposed  to  the  enemy's 
ardller}'  fire,  and  which,  though  active,  and  espe- 
cially on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  occasioned  but 
eight  casualties,  in  the  brigade.  It  may  not  be 
amiss  to  add,  that  much  work,  in  the  erection  of 
batteries  and  rifie-pits,  was  performed  by  the 
troops  of  the  brigade  during  the  four  days  of 
the  battle;  among  these  works  may  be  men- 
tioned the  one,  as  of  special  advantage,  in  dis- 
lodging the  enemy  from  behind  the  hills  on  the 
right  of  the  plank  road. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

William  Mahone, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  COL.  MILLER,  OF  COBB*S  BRIGADE. 

Brigade  Hbadquabters,  Fredebtcksburo,  Va.,    i 

December  20, 1862.  ( 

Major  James  M.  Goggin,  Assistant  Adjutant" 

General: 

1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg : 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  instant,  at  five 
o'clock,  the  brigade  was  put  under  arms  and  in 
position,  and  so  remained  until  seven  o'clock  p.  m., 
when  the  Eighteenth  and  twenty-fourth  Georgia 
regiments  and  Phillips's  legion  were  marched 
into  Fredericksburg  by  General  Cobb,  to  relieve 
General* Barksdale,  and  took  position  in  our  line 
of  battle  in  the  road  along  the  foot  of  Marye's 
Hill,  crossing  the  Telegraph  road,  by  which  the 
enemy  advanced ;  the  legion  on  the  left.  Twenty- 
fourth  Georgia  in  the  centre,  and  Eighteenth  on 
the  right.  The  men  lay  on  their  arms  during 
the  night.  Our  pickets  and  scouts  took  fifteen 
prisoners.  Close  and  heavy  skirmishing  was 
kept  up  during  Friday,  the  twelfth,  and  on  that 
night  we  again  rested  on  our  arms. 

At  daybreak  on  the  thirteenth,  skinnishing 
again  commenced,  accompanied  by  the  enemy's 
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sheUfl.  This  ivas  kept  up  continually  until  about 
eleren  o'clock  A.  IL,  wnen  the  advance  of  the 
ecemr  drove  in  our  pickets,  and  his  column  ap- 
proaciied  the  left  of  our  line  by  the  Telegraph 
rosd  and  deployed  towards  our  right.  He  had 
lupceeded  in  planting  three  stands  of  colors 
lioDg  our  fron^  and  t^hen  his  column  had  been 
deployed  about  two  thirds  of  the  distance  on  his 
Ime,  our  well-directed  fire  had  so  thinned  his 
ranks  that  the  survivors  retreated.  General 
Cobb,  whose  fall  we  so  much  deplore,  lived  to  see 
ttus  first  signal  repulse  and  the  bravery  of  the 
troops  he  so  well  commanded.  About  twelve  or 
fifteen  minutes  thereafter  General  Cobb  fell,  mor*^ 
tsDy  wounded,  and  I  took  command  of  the  bri- 
gade. Soon  another  column,  heavier  than  the 
tint,  advanced  in  our  front,  and  moved  steadily 
fonrard  to  their  colors,  near  our  centre.  As  the 
colamn  approached,  I  directed  the  small  arms  to 
cease  until  the  enemy  should  get  nearer.  So  soon 
u  he  got  within  certain  range,  our  fire  mowed 
down  his  ranks,  until  they  faltered  and  the  sur- 
mors  retreated.  They  were  met  by  a  strong 
reeoforeement,  and  again  advanced  upon  us  in 
besvier  force ;  and  this  time  the  slaughter  in 
their  ranks  was  terrific,  and  we  again  drove  them 
back.  Column  after  column  was  brought  up  dur- 
ing the  afternoon,  and  the  battle  continued  until 
after  dark.  In  every  attack  the  enemy  was  re- 
pulsed with  immense  slaughter.  During  the 
afternoon  a  courier  informed  me  that  you  had 
tent  the  Sixteenth  Georgia  regiment  to  the  mill, 
to  await  orders.  I  sent  for  that  regiment,  and 
placed  it  on  our  right,  to  strengthen  and  protect 
that  point,  which  it  held  during  the  remainder  of 
the  engagement.  We  rested  on  our  arms  that 
night  and  throughout  the  next  day.  Sunday, 
the  fourteenth,  a  close,  heavy,  and  continuous 
ikirmish  fire  was  kept  up.  On  Sunday  night  we 
▼ere  relieved  by  General  Semmes. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  cool 
bravery  of  both  ofiicers  and  men,  and  the  prompt- 
ness and  cheerfulness  with  which  they  obeyed 
and  executed  all  orders.  The  heaps  of  slain  in 
our  front  tell  best  how  well  they  acted  their  part. 

Annexed  is  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c., 

Robert  M.  Miller, 

Colonel,  commanding  BrigHde. 

REPORT  OF  BBIGADlEBr<}ENE&AL  PERBT. 

Hbadqvabters  Perry's  Brtoade,  { 
December  J8, 1802.        i 

Major  Thomas    8,  Mills^  Assistant  Adjtdant 

iitneral : 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you 
the  reports  of  commanders  of  the  Donaldsville 
snillenr  battery  and  the  Eighth  Florida  regiment, 
the  onnr  portions  of  my  brigade  engaged  in  the 
recent  oattle  on  the  Rappahannock  Klver : 

The  Eighth  Florida  raiment  having4>een  de- 
tailed for  picket  dut^  and  placed  temporarily 
rader  command  of  Brigadier-General  Barksdale, 
eommanding  the  picket  forces  at  Fredericksburg, 
I  am  unable  to  give  additional  information  to  that 
contained  in  Captain  Lang's  report,  to  which  I 


'  call  your  attention.  I  addressed  a  note  to  Briga^ 
dter^veneral  Barksdale,  relative  to  three  com- 
panies of  this  regiment,  which  were  detailed  from 
the  regiment  by  General  Barksdale,  and  assigned 
to  a  position  apart  from  the  regiment.  General 
Barksdale  replied  that  they  were  probably  taken 
prisoners  by  the  enemy.  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain  no  fUrther  information  upon  the  subject. 
I  respectfully  call  to  the  attention  of  the  General 
the  gallant  conduct  of  the  Donaldsonville  battery 
throughout  the  entire  engagement  Both  ofiicers 
and  men  stood  bravely,  and  faithfuUy  at  their 
posts,  and,  while  exposed  to  an  unusually  heavv 
fire,  the  guns  were  handled  with  masterly  skill 
and  with  great  efiect 

The  loss  in  the  brigade  is  ninety-four  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing.  Of  this  number,  eight 
were  killed,  forty-three  wounded,  and  forty-three 
missing.  Of  these,  the  Eighth  Florida  regiment 
lost  seven  killed,  thirty-seven  wounded,  and  forty- 
three  missing.  The  Fifth  Florida  regiment  had 
one  wounded.  The  battery  had  one  killed  and 
five  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor,  Major, 

To  be  very  respectfulh',  &c., 

E.  A.  Perry, 

Brigadier-General,  oommanding. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HALL,  COMHANDINQ 
COOKE'S  BRIGADE. 

Hbadquartbrs  Cooke's  Drioade,  ) 
December  17, 1802.        ) 

Captain  :  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  eleventh 
instant,  the  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Cooke,  was  ordered  to  the  front,  opposite 
Fredericksburg,  where  we  remained  in  position 
until  about  twelve  o'clock,  Saturday,  the  thir- 
teenth, at  which  time  the  engagement  was  going 
on  in  our  front. 

The  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  as 
follows :  The  Twenty-seventh  on  the  right,  Forty- 
eighth  next.  Fifteenth  on  the  left.  We  moved 
into  action  by  regiments.  After  advancing  about 
two  hundred  yards,  under  a  hea^y  fire  of  shell 
and  musketry,  we  arrived  at  the  crest  of  Willis's 
Hill,  which  overlooks  the  battle-field,  on  which 
hill  several  batteries  were  placed. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Twenty-seventh,  the 
brigade  was  halted  on  the  crest  or  the  hill,  and 
delivered  its  fire  on  the  advancing  column  of  the 
enemy,  who  was  then  engaged  in  making  a  furi- 
ous assault  on  our  front  line,  which  was  covered 
by  a  long  stone  wall  at  the  foot  of  the  hill ;  which 
assault,  on  the  arrival  of  the  brigade,  was  re- 
pulsed, with  ^eat  loss  to  the  enemy.  The 
enemy,  that  time,  succeeded  in  getting  up  to 
within  forty  yards  of  the  wall. 

After  the  repulse  of  the  enemy,  the  Forty-sixth 
was  moved  down  the  hill  behind  the  fence,  sup- 
porting Cobb's  brigade.  The  Twenty-seventh 
and  Forty-sixth  remained  behind  the  fence,  and 
the  Fortv-eighth  and  Fifteenth  on  the  top  of  the 
hill,  all  day. 

Six  different  times  during  the  day  did  the 
enemy  advance  his  heavily-recnforced  columns, 
and  each  time  was  driven  back  with  immense 


122 


BEBELLION   RECORD,  1862-64. 


loss.  The  action  ceased  at  night,  when  the  bri- 
gade was  withdrawn,  and  resumed  the  position 
they  occupied  previous  to  the  action. 

I  regret  to  have  to  state  that  our  brave  com- 
mander was  severely  wounded  early  in  the  action. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that,  with- 
out exception,  the  conduct  of  the  different  regi- 
ments composing  this  brigade  was  deserving  of 
the  most  unqualified  approbation. 

No  engagement  having  taken  place  the  next 
day,  the  commanders  of  the  different  regimenU 
were  ordeoed  to  intrench  themselves  that  ni^ht, 
and  before  day  each  had  opened  ditches  sufficient 
to  cover  their  whole  commands ;  and,  the  night 
after,  two  additional  works  were  completed,  suf- 
ficient for  two  more  regiments. 

On  Sundav  morning  the  brigade  was  relieved 
by  General  Jenkins,  and  ordered  back  to  camp. 

I  regret  to  say  the  loss  of  the  brigade  was 
heavy.  A  correct  list  of  casualties  will  be  hand- 
ed in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

E.  D.  Hall, 
Colonel,  oommandlng  Cookc*t  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENEBAL  LAW. 

BRIGADR  nRADQUARTERS,  > 

December  17, 1802.        ) 
Major  W.  H.   SuUf/,  Assistant  Adjidant-Oen- 

eral: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by 
my  command  in  the  engagement  near  Fredericks- 
burg, on  Saturday,  December  thirteen,  1862 : 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  my  brigade 
formed  a  portion  of  the  second  or  reserve  line, 
extending  along  the  range  of  hills  from  the  vicin- 
ity of  Hamilton's  Crossing  to  Dr.  Reynolds's 
hou»e.    On  the  plateau,  directly  in  front  of  the 

Eosition  occupied  by  my  brigade,  and  about  five 
undred  yards  distant,  the  skirt  of  timber  border- 
ing on  Deep  Run,  from  its  confluence  with  the 
Rappahannock,  abruptly  terminates.  From  this 
point  to  the  river  the  channel  of  the  run  becomes 
gradually  wid^  and  deeper,  its  general  direction 
being  almost  perpendicular  to  our  own  line  and 
that  of  the  enemy,  on  the  Bowling  Green  road. 
I  received  orders,  during  the  morning,  from  Ma- 
jor-Gcneral  Hood,  commanding  the  division,  to 
render  assistance  to  Maior-General  A.  P.  Hill's 
troops,  in  the  event  it  should  be  required ;  and 
was  oidered  by  General  Hill  to  support  Brigadier- 
General  Pender,  who  held  the  left  of  the  first  line, 
to  my  front  and  right  At  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  a  force  of  the  enemy  defiled  from  the 
wood  on  Deep  Run,  and,  forming  into  line  of 
battle,  advanced  upon  Latimer's  battery,  which 
was  posted  on  the  plateau  on  General  render's 
eft,  and  supported  by  one  of  his  regiments.  Per- 
ceiving this  attack,  I  moved  my  brigade  forward 
to  the  edge  of  the  timber  in  rear  of  the  battery. 
Detaching  the  Fifty-seventh  and  Fifty-fourth 
North  Carolina  regiments,  I  advanced  with  them 
to  attack  the  enemy,  who  had  now  gained  the 
line  of  the  railroad,  which  crosses  the  plateau 
directly  in  front  of  the  battery,  and  about  two 
hundred  yards  from  it.    The  enemy  was  prompt- 


ly driven  from  the  railroad  by  the  Fifty-seventh 
North  Carolina,  which  was  in  advance,  and  the 
regiment  continued  to  move  steadily  forward  to 
within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  Bowling  Green 
road,  driving  his  infantry  before  it.  During  the 
action  a  body  of  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  the 
wood  bordering  the  run,  upon  the  left  of  the  ad- 
vancing h'ne.  This  was  promptly  checked  by  a 
fire  firom  the  left  of  the  Fifty-seventh  and  from 
the  Fifty-fourth,  which  changed  front  obliquely 
to  the  left  in  order  to  face  the  wood.  lu  the 
mean  time,  the  Fourth  Alabama  had  been  brought 
forward  in  front  of  the  battery  as  a  support. 
Having  accomplished  my  purpose  of  driving  the 
enemy  from  the  vicinity  or  the  batter}*,  I  ordered 
the  two  regiments  in  advance  to  reti;*e  and  take 
position  on  the  railroad,  which  they  held  until 
after  dark,  when  they  were  relieved  by  the  Sixth 
North  Carolina.  The  conduct  of  the  Fifty-seventh 
and  Fifty-fourth  North  Carolina  regiments  was 
admirable.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  their 
steady  courage  in  advancing,  and  the  coolness 
with  which  tney  retired  to  the  line  of  railroad 
when  ordered.  Colonel  Godwin,  commanding 
the  Fifty-seventh,  and  Colonel  McDowell,  com- 
manding the  Fifty-fourth,  ably  assisted  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels Jones  and  Murchison,  handled 
theur  commands  with  great  skill  and  coolness. 
The  officers  of  my  staff.  Captain  Terrell,  assist* 
ant  adjutant-general,  and  Lieutenant  Capons, 
aidrde-camp,  were,  as  usual,  conspicuous  for  gal- 
lantry and  usefulness,  conti'ibuting  materially  by 
their  exertions  to  the  good  conduct  of  the  troops. 
It  is  with  deep  sorrow  that  I  report  the  death  of 
private  V.  S.  Smith,  of  the  Fourth  Akibama  regi- 
ment, an  acting  officer  on  my  staff.  Alabama 
never  bore  a  braver  son,  and  our  country's  cause 
has  never  received  the  sacrifice  of  a  manlier 
spirit  He  fell,  where  the  hour  of  danger  always 
found  him,  at  his  post.  The  following  is  a  reca- 
pitulation of  the  loss  of  the  brigade : 
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I  am.  Major,  very  respectfully, 

K  M.  Law, 

Brigadler-Crencral. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIBR-GEXERAL  S^MHES. 


i\ 


.  HEADQUAnTBRS  SEMMRS  BRIOAOB, 

*  Camp  mkar  Frederic ksburo, 

December  22^  18G2. 

Major  J,  M,  Oog^iUf  AssistofU  Adjutant^  Oay- 

eral: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  herewith  a 
list  of  the  casualties  in  my  brigade  in  the  battle 
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of  Fredericksburg,  from  the  eleventh  to  the  fif- 
teenth, inclusive.  Except  when  posted  in  the 
road,  at  the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill,  on  the  four- 
teenth and  fifteenth,  my  brigade  was  not  under 
&e  from  small  arms.  'It  was  only  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  the  enemy's  artiller}%  from  which  it  sufiered 
but  b'ttle. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obeoient  servant, 

Paul  J.  Semmes, 

Brig^adicr-General. 


REPORT  or  BCIGADIEH-GENCRAL  PAXTON. 


H£AX>QUABTKRS  PAXTON*S  BRIGADE,   JACKSON'S) 

DiTisio:^,  Camp  neau  Cokbin^s  Farm,  > 

December  24, 1862.     ) 

Captain  W.  T.  Taliaferro,  Assistant  Adjutant- 

(reneral : 

Captain  :  In  pursuance  of  the  order  from  the 
division  commander  to  report  the  participation 
of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  near  Fredericksburg, 
I  Ikive  the  honor  to  state  that  my  brigade,  con- 
sisting of  the  Second,  Fourth,  Fifth,  Twenty- 
seventh,  and  Thirty-third  Virginia  regiments,  and 
Carpenter's  battery,  numbering  in  all  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty-three  officers  and  eleven 
hundred  men,  marched  from  its  encampment 
near  Guineas  Depot,  on  Friday  morning,  the 
twelfth  instant,  at  daybreak.  After  reaching  the 
battle-field,  and  frequent  changes  of  positions, 
when  the  engagement  commenced,  mv  brigade 
occupied  a  position  near  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
some  four  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  General 
Greg's  brigade,  of  A.  P.  HilPs  division,  my 
right  resting  on  the  left  of  Ewell's  division.  My 
orders  were  to  support  General  Gregg,  and  be 
governed  in  my  action  by  his  movements.  Upon 
a  report  from  my  orderly,  Mr.  F.  C.  Cox,  whom 
I  had  sent  forward  to  give  me  information,  that 
Gregg's  brigade  was  moving,  I  ordered  my  bri- 
gade to  the  front  in  line  of  battle.  About  the 
time  of  reaching  General  Gregg's  position,  the 
Second  Virginia  rej;;iment,  'occupying  the  right 
of  my  line,  came  m  view  of  the  enemy,  and, 
under  the  order  of  Captain  J.  Q.  A.  Naden- 
bousch,  commanding  the  regiment,  filed  obliquely 
to  the  right  and  rear,  but  scarcely  effected  its 
change  of  position  when  it  was  fired  upon  by  the 
enemy.  Expecting,  from  the  indications,  that 
my  troops  would  be  engaged  in  this  position,  I 
proceeded  to  bring  forward  the  Fifth  and  Fourth 
regiments  at  double-quick,  and  post  them  upon 
the  right  of  the  second  regiment,  and  to  put  the 
Twenty-seventh  and  Thirty-third  regiments  in 
position  upon  its  left.  These  dispofiitions,  how- 
ever, were  not  accomplished  until  the  fiijng 
ceaaed,  the  enemy  having  been  gallantly  repulsed 
by  the  Second  regiment.  Soon  after  1  changed 
mv  position,  and  occupied  the  military  road. 
Whilst  there,  I  found  that  troops  were  fliUing 
i  ack  in  disorder  past  the  right  of  my  line,  when 
I  deemed  it  prudent  to  move  some  tliree  hundred 
yards  to  the  right,  upon  the  road,  to  guard  against 
an  advance  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  Again 
I  changed  position,  and  occupied  the  line  of  the 
fence  in  front.    That  night  my  brigade  slept  on 


their  arms  on  the  military  road,  and  the  next 
morning  before  daylight,  in  pursuance  of  an  order 
from  the  division  commander,  took  a  position  on 
the  railroad,  my  right  resting  opposite  the  posi- 
tion which  my  left  bad  occupied  on  the  military 
road.  Here  the  day  passed  ofi"  quietly,  with  the 
exception  of  occasional  firing  between  the  pickets. 
Carpenter's  battery  was  detached  from  my  brigade 
on  tbe  twelfth,  and  Was  not  under  my  orders  dur- 
ing the  engagement.  A  report  of  its  participa- 
tion in  the  enf^agement  by  Lieutenant  McKen- 
dree,  commanding,  is  transmitted  herewith. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  my  regimental  officers. 
Captains  Nadenbousch  and  Colston,  acting  field 
officers  of  the  Second  Virginia  regiment ;  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Gardiner  and  Major  Terr\',  Fourth 
Virginia  regiment;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Williams 
and  Captain  Newton,  Fifth  Virginia  regiment; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Edmondson  and  Major  Shri- 
ver.  Forty-seventh  Virginia  re^ment,  and  Colonel 
Lee,  Thirty-third  Virginia  regiment,  for  the  exhi- 
bition of  great  gallantry,  sull,  and  coolness  in 
the  discharge  of  theur  duties.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gardiner,  after  having  passed  unhurt,  and  distin- 
guished for  his  gallantr}',  through  all  the  battles 
of  the  campaign,  (Port  Hepublic,  Richmond,  Ce- 
dar Mountain,  ^lanassas,  and  Sharpsburg,)  fell, 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  severely,  if  not 
fatally,  wounded.  To  Adjutant  C.  S.  Amall,  Fifth 
Virginia  regiment,  acting  as  my  assistant  adiu- 
tant-general,  the  highest  praise  is  due  for  nis 
p;allant  and  energetic  discharge  of  the  duties 
incident  to  the  position.  To  the  rank  and  file  of 
my  command  I  am  especially  grateful,  for  the 
courage,  fidelity,  and  promptness  exhibited  in 
obe\dng  mv  orders.  My  brigade  sustained  a  loss 
of  four  killed,  sixty-nine  wounded,  one  missing ; 
total,  seventy-four.  The  reports  of  regimental 
and  battery  commanders,  with  lists  of  casualties, 
are  transmitted  herewith. 

Respectfully, 

E.  F.  Paxton, 

Brigndier-General. 

BEPOBT  OF  COLONEL  HOKE,  ^OMMAXDIKQ 

BRIGADE. 

Hbadquartebs  Trimble's  Bbiaodr,  > 

l>eccmbcr  10, 1862.     | 

Major  8,  Halt,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen' 

eral,  EwelVs  Division : 

Majob  :  I  respectfully  report  that  on  Saturday, 
thirteenth  of  this  montn,  I  received  orders  from 
General  Early  to  form  my  brigade  immediately 
behind  General  Hays's  bngade,  with  my  right 
resting  upon  the  Richmond  and  Frederidisburg 
railroad,  at  Hamilton's  Crossing,  about  four  miles 
from  Fredericksburg.  I  remained  in  this  position 
for  about  two  hours,  under  a  very  heavy  cannon- 
ading, and  lost  a  number  of  men  in  this  place. 
The  infantry  firing  at  the  front  became  quite 
heavy,  and  General  Early  ordered  me  to  move 
my  Srigade  by  the  left  flank,  and  let  my  right 
rest  upon  the  left  of  General  Hays.  I  had 
scarcely  gotten  in  this  position  before  he  ordered 
me  to  the  front  to  the  support  of  General  Archer. 
I  moved  promptly  and  steadily  to  the  front,  and 
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found  General  Archer  had  been  driren  back,  and 
the  enemy  had  occupied  the  woods  upon  the  top 
of  the  hill.  I  soon  drove  them  from  this  posi- 
tion, and  found,  upon  getting  to  the  intrench- 
ments  at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  that  they  had 
retreated  to  the  railroad,  in  which  place  they  had 
held  reserves.  I  saw  that  it  would  not  do  to 
allow  them  to  remain  in  the  railroad,  as  that 
point  commanded  a  large  portion  of  our  intrench- 
ments  at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  that  I  would 
lose  from  their  sharpshooters ;  so  I  immediately 
ordered  a  charge,  and  drove  them  from  their 
place,  killing  about  two  hundred,  and  wounding 
a  large  number,  one  hundred  of  whom  fell  into 
my  hands.  I  must  have  wounded  quite  a  number 
of  the  enemy  at  this  point  who  were  able  to  make 
their  escape,  as  I  was  immediately  upon  them. 
I  also  captured  about  three  hundred  prisoners. 
I  had  brought  from  this  point  about  four  hundred 
stand  of  arms,  and  left  a  number  across  the  rail- 
road. After  driving  them  from  the  railroad,  I 
followed  them  to  the  fence  beyond  the  road,  and 
at  this  point  halted  to  see  if  I  could  go  farther. 
While  1  was  in  this  position,  the  main  line  of  the 
enemy  gave  back  about  fifty  yards ;  and  my  opin- 
ion is,  that  if  a  brigade  had  been  upon  my  right 
we  could  have  driven  the  whole  line.  I  remained 
in  this  position  for  some  time,  to  see  if  any  other 
forces  were  coming  forward ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
the  enemy  threw  a  brigade  down  the  river  road, 
preparatory  to  making  an  attack  upon  my  right 
flank,  and  seeing  my  position  would  soon  become 
a  critical  one,  I  ordered  the  Twenty-first  North 
Carolina  and  Twenty-first  Georgia  regiments  and 
First  North  Carolina  battalion  back  to  the  rail- 
road, under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper,  with 
orders  to  hold  it  to  the  last,  and  ordered  the  Fif- 
teenth Alabama  and  Twelfth  Georgia  regiments 
back  to  the  intrenchments  at  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  all  of  which  was  done  efTectuallv  and 
promptly,  and  with  a  very  slight  loss,  ^ly  loss 
in  this  charge.and  falling  back  was  only  two  men 
killed  and  about  thirty  wounded,  most  of  which 
were  very  sligl^t.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Scott  was 
killed  while  falling  back  to  the  woods.  He  acted 
most  gallantly,  and  did  his  duty  nobly.  I  held 
my  position  in  the  railroad,  and  at  the  edge  of 
the  woods,  until  Monday  morning,  fifteenth,  at 
which  time  I  was  relieved  by  General  B.  H.  Hill's 
troops.  I  cannot  say  too  much  in  praise  of  the 
officers  and  men  under  my  command ;  all  did 
their  duty  nobly,  and  went  into  the  fight  with  a 
spirit  of  determination,  and  it  would  be  doing 
injustice  to  note  any  one  particularly.  Captain 
A.  Hoffman,  acting  ordnance  officer,  was  of 
great  service  to  me  upon  the  field.  My  tabular 
report  of  killed  and  wounded  has  been  sent 
in.  The  report  of  the  action  of  the  battery 
attached  to  tnis  brigade  will  be  made  b)r  Captain 
Latimer,  who  was  acting  chief  of  artillery  on 
that  day. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  F.  Hoke, 

Colonel,  oommuidlxig  Brigade. 

Official  copy: 
S.  Hale, 

Actings  AsBlstant  A^Jatant-Genersl. 


BEPOBT  OF  COLONEL  WALKER,  COMMANDING    , 

BRIGADE.  ' 

Headquabters  Rablt's  Brigade,  Dee.  20th,  1802.       ^ 

Major  S.  Hale,  Acting  A,  A,  O.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of 
Earlv's  brigade  in  the  battle  near  Fredericksburg,    y 
on  the  thirteenth  instant :   ^  ] 

We  were  placed  in  position  by  General  Early,    | 
commanding  division,  in  the  second  line  of  bat-    j 
tie,  supporting  A.  P.  Hill's  division.    The  action    j 
had  not  continued  over  half  an  hour,  before  I    j 
received  an  order  from  General  Early  (through    * 
Major    Wilson,  volunteer  aid)  to   advance    at    , 
double-quick,  as  the  enemy  had  cut  their  way    ^ 
through  the  first  line,  and  were  advancing.    I  put     , 
the  brigade  in  motion,  and  met  the  enemv  about     , 
the  middle  of  the  woods ;  but  they  fell  back  as  we 
came  up,  and  we  continued  to  press  them  closely, 
driving  them  across  the  railroad,  and  following 
them  some  distance  beyond  into  the  open  field. 
When  we  reached  the  railroad  there  was  no  sup- 
port on  our  left,  and  a  large  column  of  Federal 
infantry  were  moving  across  the  railroad,  about 
four  hundred  yards  to  our  left,  and  entering  the 
woods.    Fearing  to  advance  faither  to  our  front, 
I  drew  my  command  back  to  the  railroad,  and 
held  that  position,  after  detailing  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  TerriU,  with  the  Thirteenth  Virginia,  to 
deploy  his  regiment  on  our  left  flank,  ana  direct- 
ing him  to  advance  under  cover  of  the  timber  to 
engage  the  enemy's  column  on  our  left  upon  the 
flank.    This  was  done  promptly,  and  Thomas's 
brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  engaging  them 
in  front  about  the  same  time,  they  fell  back  in 
good  order,  but  scarcely  firing  a  gun  in  their  re- 
treat   The  two  fires  told  severely  upon  them,  as 
the  large  number  of  dead  and  wounded  Icfc  on 
that  part  of  the  field  clearly  showed.    After  this 
column  of  the  enemy  fell  back,  there  was  for 
some  time  no  body  or  their  troops  in  sight,  but 
not  deeming  it  prudent  to  give  up  the  advantage 
of  our  position  oy  advancing  in  pursuit  over  the 
open  plain,  I  continued  to  hold  the  railroad  for 
the  remainder  of  the  evening  without  any  moles- 
tation from  the  enemy,  further  than  by  forming  a 
fresh  line  of  troops  in  sight,  but  out  of  our  range, 
and  throwing  out  skirmishers,  who  kept  up  a 
straggling  fire  until  night.     After  dark,   I  left 
pickets  on  the  railroad,  and  withdrew  my  com- 
mand back  into  the  woods  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night 

Early  the  next  morning,  we  were  relieved  by 
Paxton's  brigade,  and  joined  the  division. 

Our  loss  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  in 
kiMed  and  wounded.  I  cannot  close  without  ex- 
pressing my  admiration  for  the  manner  in  which 
this  brigade  performed  its  duty,  and  the  gallantry 
and  bravery  exhibited  by  both  officers  and  men. 
I  had  no  trouble  in  getting  them  to  JlgMt  but  a 
good  deal  to  get  them  to  stop,  when  in  my  opin-  - 
ion  it  was  imprudent  to  go  farther. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Walker, 

Colonel,  oomnumding  firlgftde 
Official  copy:    S.  Hale, 

Acting  Asdifltsnt  A^atant-QeoeniL 
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KEPO&T  OF  BRIOADIEB-GENEBAL  HAYS. 

Hkai>quabtess  First  Louisiana  Brigade,  { 

Deoember  19, 1802.     ) 

To  MfjQur  HaJUy  Acting  Astistant  A^j^tanUQen' 

eral : 

Major  :  On  arriving  at  Hamilton's  Crossing, 
on  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  railroad, 
Saturday,  the  thirteenth  instant,  about  ten  o'clock, 
I  proceeded  to  place  my  brigade,  according  to 
orders,  in  line  of  battle,  with  my  right  resting  on 
the  ndlroad,  and  the  line  extended  on  the  road 
leading  to  SpottsyWanla  Court  House.  Here  I 
was  directed  to  remain,  and  to  take  advantage  of 
the  shelter  afforded  by  the  hills  on  the  north. 

A  short  while  before  noon  an  order  was  con- 
veyed to  me  to  advance  in  line,  through  the 
woods,  towards  the  fh>nt.  I  accordingly  put  my 
line  in  motion.  While  advancing,  I  was  informed 
of  the  existence  of  a  ditch  on  the  crest  of  the  hill 
overlooking  the  river  bottom,  and  directed  to  oc- 
cupy it  as  a  rifle-pit  But,  on  reaching  the  place, 
I  discovered  other  troops  in  possession  of  the 
ditch,  and  accordingly  halted  my  line  a  few  yards 
in  their  rear,  in  readiness  to  advance  in  support. 
In  this  position  I  continued  the  remainder  of  the 
day  and  the  night  following. 

The  next  morning,  the  fourteenth  instant,  at 
dawn,  my  brigade  was  moved  several  hundred 
yards  to  the  left,  on  a  line  with  the  ditch  above 
referred  to,  in  rear  of  and  supporting  General 
Paston's  brigade,  then  occupying  the  railroad. 
While  in  this  position,  I  was  directed  to  send  a 
repment  to  fill  up  a  gap  in  the  line  along  the 
niilroitd,  between  the  brigades  of  General  Paxton 
and  General  Trimble,  then  commanded  by  Colonel 
Hoke.  The  Seventh  Louisiana'  regiment  was 
tent  to  complete  this  line.  The  remainder  of  the 
brigade  continued  to  occupy  the  line  indicated 
during  Sunday,  the  fourteenth  instant,  and  the 
night  succeeding. 

In  the  morning  following,  the  fifteenth  instant, 
I  resumed  my  original  place,  near  Hamilton's 
Crossing,  and  there  remained  until  the  sixteenth 
instant,  when  I  was  ordered  to  occupy  a  line  in 
rear  of  the  batteries  posted  on  the  hul,  with  my 
right  resting  on  the  railroad.  I  had  barely  reached 
my  position,  when,  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  be- 
ing discovered,  I  was  ordered  back  to  the  cross- 
ing, and,  in  a  short  time  thereafter,  took  up  the 
lioe  of  march  in  the  direction  of  Port  Royal. 

My  loss,  amounting  to  nine  killed,  forty-four 
wounded,  and  one  missing,  was  inflicted  by  the 
enemy's  batteries,  while  advancing  in  line,  on  the 
thirteenth  instant,  to  the  brow  of  the  hiU  in  front. 

I  have  to  commend  the  zealous  promptness  of 
officers  and  men  in  obeying  my  orders,  and  the 
earnest  denre  they  evinced  to  meet  th6  enemy. 
And,  I  am  happy  to  add,  there  was  less  straggling 
during  the  several  days  of  the  recent  engage- 
ments, than  I  have  ever  known.  To  Captain 
New  and  Lieutenant  Macon,  of  my  staff,  I  am  in- 
debted for  the  cheerful  discharge  of  their  respec- 
tive duties. 

Harry  T.  Hats, 

Brigadier-Geiiena.  oomnuuidiiicr. 


BElPOBT  OF  COLONEL  KENNEDY,  COMMANDING 

BHIGABE. 

Headquabtbrs  Second  Boitth  Carolhta  ) 
Rkoiment,  Deoember  20, 1862.     ) 

Captain  C,  H,  Holmes^  Assistant  Adjutant' Gen^ 

eral,  Kershaw* s  Brigade : 

Captain  :  Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  on 
Saturday,  the  thirteenth  ultimo.  Lieutenant 
Dwight,  of  General  Kershaw's  stafl*,  ordered  me 
to  take  my  regiment,  the  Second,  and  the  Eighth, 
Captain  Stackhouse,  to  the  support  of  General 
Cobb,  on  the  Telegraph  road,  i  moved  out,  left 
in  firont,  the  Eighth  following.  In  rear  of  the 
extreme  right  battery  of  Colonel  Walton's  artil- 
lery (on  Fuller's  Hill),  I  halted  the  Second  regi- 
ment until  Captain  Stackhouse  closed  up.  I  then 
moved  the  two  regiments  into  the  field  to  the  left 
of  the  wood,  (in  which  I  had  halted,)  fronted,  and 
advanced  in  line  of  battle,  making  the  Eighth  the 
battalion  of  direction,  and  obliquing  to  the  right* 
so  as  to  throw  the  two  commands  between  the 
two  right  batteries  of  the  Washington  artillery 
(Colonel  Walton's)  on  the  hill  and  the  Marye 
house.  The  fire  of  shell  and  small  arms  was  ter- 
rific, raking  the  whole  field.  The  itien  moved 
forward  in  fine  stvle,  obeying  prompUy  every 
command  issued.  When  I  arrived  at  the  crest 
of  the  hill  I  gave  the  command,  "  Double-quick," 
and  moved  the  two  regiments  to  the  stone 
fence  on  the  Telegraph  road,  where  General  Cobb 
was  posted.  One  volley  was  fired  before  reach- 
ing It,  and  that  by  the  Eighth  regiment.  The 
Eighth  regiment  supported  a  portion  of  General 
Coob's  brigade,  to  the  right,  and  the  Second  was 
disposed  as  follows :  three  companies  on  the  left 
of  the  Eighth,  one  company  and  the  half  of 
another  at  the  small  house  near  the  centre  of 
General  Cobb's  line,  (where  General  Kershaw 
made  his  headquarters,)  three  companies  and  a 
half  to  the  left  of  this  house,  behind  a  stone  wall, 
in  rear  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Georgia  regiment. 
Captain  Pulliam,  with  his  company,  came  up 
shortly  after  this  disposition  of  fay  command, 
and  was  sent  to  a  stone  fence,  where  the  Philips' 
legion  (of  General  Cobb's  brigade)  was  posted  to 
the  left  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Georgia,  and,  al- 
though later  in  the  action  than  the  rest  of  my 
regiment,  (having  failed  to  hear  the  order  to  move 
out  of  the  trenches,)  did  fine  execution.  The 
action  continuing  until  after  dark,  advance  after 
advance  of  the  foe  was  repelled.  The  whole  regi- 
ment acted  with  cool  daring  and  high  courage ; 
men  never  did  their  duty  more  thoroughly.  My 
position  being  in  the  centre,  I  appointed  Captain 
Wallace  to  superintend  the  operation  of  the  left 
wing,  and  Captain  Leitner  the  three  companies 
on  the  ri^ht.  I  gave  my  attention  to  the  opera- 
tions of  both,  and  of  the  centre.  These  officers 
deserve  notice  for  their  deliberative,  prompt  ex- 
ecution of  every  order.  Major  Gaillard  was 
slightly  wounded  in  advancing  across  the  field, 
commanding  the  Second  South  Carolina  regiment, 
(I,  acting  as  commander  of  both  battalions,  the 
Second  and  Eighth).  Shortly  after  reaching  the 
stone  wall,  General  Kershaw  detailed  him  to  con- 
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vey  some  order,  and,  in  executing  the  commis- 
sion, he  was  wounded  in  the  foot,  and  compelled 
to  leave  the  field.  Thus  I  was  deprived  of  his 
valuable  assistance,  and  the  renment  of  that  gal- 
lant bearing  which  he  has  exhibited  on  so  many 
fields.  Of  the  conduct  of  Captain  Wallace,  acting 
as  field  ofiicer,  I  cannot  s^eak  too  highly;  he 
elicited  the  highest  admiration,  and  is  deserving 
of  special  mention.  No  braver  man  ever  trod 
the  neld  of  battle.  Captain  Cuthbert*s  company 
had  been  deployed  to  the  right  of  the  creek  early 
in  the  morning,  and  remained  until  after  dark, 
doing  execution  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy.  The 
exalted  courage,  enthusiasm,  and  chivalric  daring 
of  its  commanding  ofiicer  are  always  guarantees 
of  its  good  success.  Lieutenants  Elliott  and 
Fishburn,  of  this  company,  were  wounded,  gal- 
lantly discharging  their  duty.  Captains  Pulliam, 
Moore,  Cunningnam,  Graham,  and  Lieutenants 
Maxwell,  Brown,  Perry,  and  Wallace,  command- 
ing companies,  and  their  lieutenants,  all  acted  with 
conspicuous  bravery,  and  deserve  my  thanks  for 
their  hearty  cooperation.  It  is  useless  to  mention 
individual  instances  of  courage ;  they  are  too  nu- 
merous: stifiice  it  to  say,  the  regiment  never 
acted  with  more  coolness.  Adjutant  Sill  was  of 
every  assistance  to  me,  and  exhibited  great  gal- 
lantry. Mr.  B.  Moses,  of  Company  D,  actins  as 
orderly  to  me,  bore  himself  well,  but  was  disabled 
before  reaching  the  wall,  and  compelled  to  retire. 
S.  P.  Boozer,  of  Company  F,  acting  as  same, 
coolly  conveyed  several  orders  to  dinerent  parts 
of  the  regiment,  and  was  wounded  by  my  side. 
His  demeanor  was  inspiriting.  Captain  Stack- 
house,  while  under  my  command,  (which  was 
until  General  Kershaw  reached  the  stone  wall 
and  assumed  command,)  acted  deliberately,  and 
commanded  his  men  with  success  and  bravery. 
Number  of  officers  and  men  carried  into  action, 
three  hundred  and  fifty.  Officers  killed,  none; 
men  killed,  six.  Officers  wounded,  seven ;  men 
wounded,  fifty-five.  Total  killed  and  wounded, 
sixty-two. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

John  D.  Kennedt, 

Colonel,  oommanding  Seoond  S.  C.  V. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  EVANS,  C0HKAin)nV6 

BBI6ADE. 

Headquarters  Lawtoit's  Brigade,  { 
Near  Port  Boyal,  Va.,  Deo.  10, 1862.    { 

Mqjor  8,  Hale,  Acting  Assistant  AdjiAant'Oen- 

eral: 

Major  :  On  the  thirteenth  instant,  about  nine 
0*0100)1  A.  M.,  Lawton's  brigade,  Colonel  E.  N. 
Atkinson  commanding,  was  formed  in  line  of  bat- 
tle in  a  wood  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  west 
of  the  railroad,  nearly  opposite  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing, below  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  the  right 
resting  on  the  left  of  another  brigade  of  Eweirs 
division,  the  Thirteenth  Georgia,  Colonel  J.  M. 
Smith  commanding,  being  the  extreme  right,  and 
successively  towards  the  left  the  Sixtieth  Oeoi^ia, 
(Colonel  W.  H.  Stiles,)  Sixty-first  Geor^a,  (Col- 
onel J.  H.  Lamar,)  Thirty-eighth  Georgia,  (Cap- 
tain  William   McLeod,)    Tlurty-first    Georgia, 


fColonel  C.  A.  Evans,)  and  the  Twenty-sixth 
Georgia,  (Captain  Grace,)  being  six  regiments, 
numbering  about  two  thousand  rank  and  file. 
While  thus  resting  in  line  the  shells  of  the  enemy 
fell  upon  the  regiments  on  the  right,  wounding 
several,  but  was  borne  without  flinching  by  men 
who,  in  many  engagements,  have  proven  them- 
selves not  deficient  in  courage  or  patriotism. 
About  half  past  one  o'clock  the  brigade  was  or- 
dered forward,  and  all  the  regiments  advanced 
at  once,  in  line,  except  the  Thirteenth  Georgia. 
The  failure  of  this  regiment  to  move  at  the  proper 
time  is  subject  to  the  following  explanation: 
While  in  line  this  regiment  rested  upon  the  slope 
of  a  hill  intervening  between  it  and  the  other 
regiments,  wliich  prevented  Colonel  Smith  from 
observing,  at  the  time,  the  forward  movement  of 
the  brigade,  and  receiving  no  order  to  advance, 
our  line  passed  out  of  sight  before  he  was  aware 
that  he  had  been  left  behind.  Keceiving  orders, 
communicated  by  yourself  soon  afterwards,  he 
advanced  to  rejom  the  brigade,  but  was  too  late 
to  participate  in  the  action.  Subsequently,  being 
ordered  to  join  Colonel  Uoke,  commanding  Trim- 
ble's brigade,  he  placed  his  regiment  in  a  trench 
near  the  edge  of  the  field,  on  Colonel  Hoke's  left, 
where  he  remained  until  Monday  morning.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  brigade  moving  forward  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  yards,  Captam  Grace,  command- 
ing the  Twenty-sixth  Georgia,  on  the  left,  encoun- 
tered the  enemy,  being  apprised  of  their  proxim- 
ity to  him  by  a  volley  poured  into  his  ranks, 
which  for  a  moment  checked  his  advance.  But 
quickly  recovering,  the  regiment  delivered  its 
fire,  reloaded,  and,  advancing,  drove  the  enemy 
before  them  through  the  woods.  Having  en- 
countered the  enemy  so  soon,  they  became  for 
the  time  separated  from  the  brigade,  and  on 
reaching  the  ditch  which  skirted  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  they  observed  the  remaining  regiments 
far  out  on  the  plain.  Here  Captain  Grace  was 
directed  to  halt  his  command,  and  not  advance 
into  the  open  field.  The  remaining  four  regi- 
ments, consisting  of  the  Sixtieth  Georgia,  (Col- 
onel Stiles,)  Sixty-first  Georgia,  (Colonel  La- 
mar,) Thirty-eightn  Georgia,  (Captain  McLeod,) 
and  Thirty-first  Georgia,  (Colonel  Evans,)  push- 
ing ahead,  came  upon  the  enemy  in  a  minute  of 
time  after  they  were  first  encountered  by  Captain 
Grace,  receiving  their  fire  without  producing 
scarcely  a  perceptible  check,  fired  in  return,  and, 
with  loud  cheers,  dashed  forward.  From  this 
time  the  contest  consisted  of  but  a  series  of  tern- 

Sorary  halts  made  by  the  enemy,  only  to  be 
riven  away  from  then:  positions.  At  the  rail- 
road the  enemy  made  their  most  determined  re- 
sistance, and  for  a  few  minutes  poured  a  heavy 
fire  into  t>ur  line.  Seeing  that  a  charge  was  the 
most  effectual  plan  to  dislodge  them,  the  order 
was  given,  and  so  rapidly  accomplished  that  many 
of  the  enemy  were  captured,  and  a  few,  in  their 
attempts  to  get  away,  received  the  application  of 
the  bayonet  As  an  incident  of  the  battle,  I  de- 
sire to  state  that  one  of  the  enemy,  after  surren- 
dering, levelled  his  gun  to  fire  at  our  passing  line ; 
but  a  bayonet  thrust  from  the  hands  of  Captain 
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W.  B.  Wood,  of  the  Thirty-first  Georgia,  pre- 
reoted  the  intended  harbariBm.  At  this  part  of 
the  railroad  a  short  neqk  of  woods  juts  out  into 
the  plain ;  bo  that  on  our  ri|»ht  and  left  were  the 
open  field,  while  before  the  fine  la^  this  neck  of 
thickly  matted  woods.  Under  its  shelter  the 
enemy  fled,  pursued  by  these  four  regiments  with 
90  much  precipitation  that  both  parties  entered 
the  ditches  be3'ond  almost  together.  At  the  rail- 
road and  in  these  ditches  a  large  number  of 
prisoners  were  captured  and  sent  to  the  rear, 
among  whom  wbb  one  colonel  and  several  ofiicers 
of  minor  trrade.  A  battery  posted  to  ^e  left,  on 
t  hill  about  two  hundred  yards'  distant  from  the 
laAt  ditches  referred  to,  tempted  the  troops  still 
farther  into  the  field,  firing  as  they  advanced 
towards  it  upon  men  and  horses  with  such  efiect 
as  to  cause  a  portion  of  the  battery  to  be  with- 
drawn and  the  remainder  to  be  abandoned.  The 
prize  was  Tirtually  in  the  hands  of  these  gallant 
men,  being  abandoned  and  within  seventy-five 
yards  of  the  place  where  they  stood ;  but  at  this 
moment  a  heavy  line  of  the  enemy  advanced  on 
our  right  flank,  (learned  since  to  have  been  Gen- 
eral Bimey's  division,)  and  seeing  that  all  had 
been  accomplished  which  was  in  the  power  of 
these  men  to  do,  I  communicated  to  them  the 
order  to  retire  to  the  protection  of  the  woods. 
In  the  heat  of  the  contest  these  four  regiments 
may  have  '*  gone  too  far,"  but  brave  men  in  that 
important  struggle  feel  that  thejr  scarcely  went 
far  enough.  Colonel  Atkinson,  m  command  of 
the  brigade,  participating  fully  in  the  enthusiasm 
of  die  charge,  was  wounded  in  the  arm,  above 
the  elbow,  soon  after  entering  the  field,  and  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemv.  Colonel  Lamar, 
wounded  by  having  a  part  of  one  of  his  fingers 
shot  off,  retired  from  the  ground;  and  Major 
McCarthy  succeeded  to  the  command,  leading  the 
regiment  info  the  open  plain,  assisted  bv  Captain 
Peter  Biennan.  Colonel  W.  H.  Stiles,  com- 
manding his  regiment  through  the  entire  fight,  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  state,  did  his  duty,  ai^  did 
it  well.  1  cannot  forbear  to  mention,  in  terms 
of  unoualified  praise,  the  heroism  of  Captaiir 
£.  P.  Lawton,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the 
brigade,  from  the  beginning  of  the  advance  until 
near  the  close  of  the  fight,  when  he  received  a 
dai^erous  wound,  and  was  unavoidably  left  in 
the  onen  plain,  where  he  fell.  Cheering 'on  the 
men,  leadmg  this  regiment,  or  restoring  the  line 
of  another,  encouraging  officers,  he  was  every- 
where along  the  whole  Hne,  the  bravest  among 
the  brave.  JoBt  bb  the  four  regiments  emerged 
from  the  neck  of  woods  referred  to,  his  horse 
WIS  shot  from  under  him,  and,  in  falling,  so  far 
disabled  him  that  thousands  less  ardent  or  de- 
termined would  have  felt  justified  in  leaving  the 
field ;  but  limping  on,  he  rejoined  the  line  again 
in  their  advance  towards  the  battery,  but  soon 
received  the  wound  with  which  he  fell.  It  is 
gntifyiog  to  me  to  be  able  to  record  that  officers 
and  men  generally  behaved  with  the  courage 
characteriBtic  of  the  Bouthern  soldier,  continuing 
for  the  brigade  a  well-deeerved  reputation.  The 
report  of  caauahieB  will  testify  how  severe  the 


fire  was  through  which  these  brave  men  passed 
in  driving  the  enemy  before  them.  The  Staun- 
ton artillery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  A.  W. 
Garber,  (attached  to  this  brigade,)  at  half  past 
four  o'clock,  was  ordered  to  the  extreme  right  of 
our  lines,  and  was  actively  engaged  on  the  plain 
about  two  hours,  when  the  batteries  of  the  enemy 
ceased  firing.  The  officers  and  men  behaved 
with  coolness  and  gallantry.  Lieutenant  Garber 
had  his  horse  shot  from  under  him  during  the 
engagement,  but  suffered  no  loss  of  his  men.  I 
am  extremely  gratified  to  mention  ibaX  by  the 
activity  of  Surgeon  Geom  F.  Cooper,  senior 
surgeon  of  the  brigade,  luthough  with  limited 
transportation,  our  numerous  wounded  received 
prompt  attention. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  Evans, 
Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 

Official  copy :        S.  Hale, 

A.  A.  A.  General. 

REPORT  OP  BRIGABIER-GENERAL  PENDER. 

Headquabtkbs  Pender's  Brioade,  ) 
December  20, 1808.        ( 

Major-Qenerdl  A.  P.  EUlt  commanding  Light 

Division : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in 
the  fight  of  December  thirteenth,  before  Freder- 
icksburg : 

I  was  placed  in  position  Fridajr  morning,  early, 
on  ^e  extreme  lerb  of  the  division,  in  a  skirt  of 
wood,  where  we  had  no  protection,  nor  could 
have,  from  the  enemy's  artillery.  Two  batteries 
were  placed  in  my  front;  the  right  one  com- 
manded by  Captain  Davidson,  who,  I  will  here 
state,  acted  throughout  with  the  greatest  judg- 
ment, coolness,  and  bravery.  Friday^  was  taken 
up  by  slight  slplprmlsh  firing,  and  now  and  then  a 
shght  artillery  duel.  Saturday  morning  we  were 
engaged  in  tlie  same  manner.  In  the  afternoon, 
however,  when  the* enemy  advanced  on  the  right, 
they  opened  a  most  tremendous  fire  of  artillery 
upon  the  batteries  in  mv  front,  playing  upon  them 
from  the  firont  and  right,  from  at  least  four  bat- 
teries. This  fire  was  most  destructive  to  my 
men.  At  about  this  time  a  heavy  line  of  skir- 
mishers advanced  within  range  of  Captain  David- 
son's battery,  and  kept  up  a  hot  fire  upon  him. 
One  of  their  balls,  at  this  time,  killed  my  aid, 
Lieutenant  Sheppard,  while  he  was  very  gallantly 
and  coolly  trying  to  rally  some  men  who  had 
broken  on  our  right  and  were  making  to  the  rear. 
These  skirmishers  became  so  annoying  that  addi- 
tional companies  had  to  be  thrown  out,  under  the 
efficient  Major  Cole,  to  drive  them  back,  which 
he  did,  and  held  them  in  check  long  after  his 
ammunition  had  given  out  Colonel  McElroy, 
with  his  regiment,  the  Sixteenth  North  Carolina, 
had  been  placed,  early  in  the  morning,  near  the 
railroad  cut,  and  in  front  of  the  left  battery,  which 
this  day  consisted  of  some  rifle  pieces)  under 
Captain  Latimer— as  brave  a  soldier  as  lever 
saw  •--  to  support  it.    He  was  here  much  exposed. 
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being  far  in  advance  of  the  general  line,  with  his 
left  totally  unprotected,  but  with  the  ravine  of 
Deep  Run  to  cover  the  movement  of  the  enemy 
on  his  left  After  the  heat  of  the  action  on-  the 
right,  the  enemy  advanced  a  brigade  up  Deep 
Run,  throwing  one  regiment  somewhat  in  ad- 
vance, which  BO  theltered  itself  behind  the  trees 
as  to  get  near  enough  to  take  an  officer  and  ftp- 
teen  men  of  the  Sixteenth  prisoners,  who  were 
protecting  the  left  flank  of  their  regiment.  This 
left  the  regiment  to  be  raked  by  a  fire  down  the 
railroad  track.  The  Colonel  drew  his  regiment 
back  to  the  ditch  and  held  his  ground,  until  Gen- 
eral Law  sent  forward  two  regiments  to  its  as- 
sistance; these  three  then  charged  the  enemy, 
driWng  them  from  the  railroad  cut  and  across  the 
fields,  to  within  a  short  distance  of  their  batteries. 
Owing  to  a  great  niany  of  Colonel  McElroy's 


men  not  having  cartridge-boxes,  Ihey  got  out  of 
ammunition ;  but,  getting  into  the  ditch  and  divid- 
ing them,  they  maintained  their  ground.  The 
ofncers  and  men  of  my  brigade  behaved  through- 
out as  well  as  I  could  have  desired  them. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  commend  the 
efficiency  of  First  Lieutenant  T.  T.  Kirkland, 
ordnance  officer  and  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  and  Mr.  John  Young,  volunteer  aid- 
de-camp.  These  gentlemen  were  greatly  exposed 
during  the  two  days  we  were  in  advance,  but 
were  always  at  their  post.  In  the  death  of  Lieu- 
tenant Sheppard  I  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  a 
brave  and  promising  young  officer. 
I  am,  sir, 

Very  respectfbllv, 

W.  D.  Pbnder, 

Brlgadlei^General. 


List  of  Casualties  in  Pender^s  Brigade, 


Bboiuent. 


Staff, 

Thirteenth  North  Csrollna, .  . 
Sixteenth  North  Carolina,    .  . 
Twentf-second  North  Carolina, 
Thirty-fourth  North  Carolina, . 
Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina, . 


Killed. 


Grand  Total, 


6 


7 

4 
1 
2 


14 


WOUIfDKD. 


8 


4 
8 
2 
2 
1 


17 


a 


40 
42 
15 
13 


136 


< 

o 
o 


1 

37 
&4 
45 
19 
14 


170 


*  LfeataDBnt  Sheppard,  aid-de-oamp*  killed. 


BEPORT  OF  COLONEL  HAMILT^,  COMMAND^ 

INQ  BRIGADE. 

Bivouac  on  Rappahannock  River,  Headquarters  ) 
Second  Brioaob,  A.  P.  B.ill'^s  Light  Division,  > 

December  22, 186a.     > 

Major  B,  C.  Morgan^  A,  A.  O,: 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  division 
headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  for^iard  the 
enclosed  reports  of  the  regimental  commanders 
of  this  brigade.  After  the  unfortunate  fall  of 
Brigaoier-ueneral  Maxc^  Oregg,  I  assumed  oom- 
mand  of  the  Second  brigade.  I  have  but  little 
to  add  to  my  report  as  regimental  commander  of 
the  First  re^ment  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
beyond  mentioning  that,  so  soon  as  I  was  in- 
formed that  I  was  m  command  of  General  Gregg's 
brigade,  I  mounted  a  horse  standing  near  and 
rode  down  the  lines,  informing  the  commanders 
of  regiments  that  I  was  in  command  of  the  bri- 
gade, and  cautioning  the  soldiers  of  the  brigade 
to  remain  quiet  and  steady  under  tbe  severe  fire 
of  shells,  which  were  faUing  along  the  line  which 
we  occupied ;  and  I  am  pleased  to  sa^  that  their 
courage  and  steadineaa  were  of  the  highest  char- 
acter. The*  brigade,  except  my  own  regiment. 
First  South  Carolina  volunteorsi  and  Ocr's  lifle 


regiment,  was  not  engaged  with. the  enemy,  as 
they  retired  under  the  fire  from  my  own  regi- 
ment, no  doubt  accelerated  by  their  finding  them- 
selves at  the  mercy  of  the  Second  brigade,  which 
had  faced  about,  and,  in  an  advance  a  few  yards 
beyond,  their  entire  flank  would  have  been  ex- 
posed to  a  severe  and  jrakiog  fire.  Brigadier- 
General  Faxton's  brigade  came  up  after  I  had 
driven  the  enemy  off;  but  I  am  not  aware  that 
they  were  engaged  at  all  with  them  at  or  near 
my  position.  I  understand  that  General  Early's 
brigade,  under  command  of  Colonel  Walker, 
passed  the  left  of  the  Second  brigade,  and 
marched  to  the  front ;  but,  as  I  was  on  the  right 
of  the  brigade  at  this  time,  and  in  thick  woods, 
I  did  not  see  it  myself.  Shortly  after  this,  by 
order  from  General  A.  P.  Hill,  I  moved  the  bri- 
gade forward  as  a  aupport  to  Colonel  Walker's 
briffade,  and  found  him  occupying  the  line  of  the 
railroacL  The  enemy  were  drawn  out  in  line  of 
battle  some  six  hundred  yards  distant  from  the 
railroad,  but,  beyond  advancing  their  skirmishers, 
made  no  forward  movement.  At  dark  an  order 
came  from  Lieutonant-General  Jackson,  ordering 
an  advance  of  the  whole  line.  I  accordingly  ad 
vanoed  to  the  railroad,  which  I  still  found  held 
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by  Colonel  Walker's  brigade,  who  had  raoeived 
no  such  order,  aa  Colonel  Walker  informed  me. 
Shortly  after  my  reaching  the  railroad,  a  mea- 
sage  was  aent  to  me,  through  Colonel  McOowan, 
FoQiteenth  South  Carolina  regiment^  from  one 
of  Lieutanant-General  Jackson's  ataff,  counter^ 
msndiog  the  order  for  a  general  advanoe  of  the 
line.  I  accordingly  marched  the  brij^ade  back  to 
the  poaition  which  it  had  held  during  the  day, 
where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

I  desire  to  mention  the  gooa  conduct  of  Ser- 
geant Pratt,'  Company  B,  Orr'a  regiment  riflea, 
who  had  rallied  a  squad  of  his  compaay  after  his 
regiment  had  been  oroken  and  driven  ofiF  by  the 
enemy,  and  came  to  me  and  aaked  me  to  assign 
him  a  position,  which  I  did,  on  the  right  of  my 
own  legiaaent.  Nothing  of  moment  oeeurred 
after  this  day's  (thirteenth)  engaj^ement.  The 
brigade  suffered  severely,  considering  that  only 
two  regiments  were  actually  engaged  with  the 
enemy.  Lists  of  killed  and  wounded,  amounting 
to  three  hundred  and  sixty-three,  have  been 
already  forwarded  to  you. 

I  am,  Major,  « 

Very  respeotfuliy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  Hamilton, 

Colonel,  oonnnanding  Second  Bxigvle,  Light  Division. 
SEPORT  OF  «RI6ADI£R-Q£K£&AXi  ABCH£B. 


HSADQUARTBBS  ARCRKR'S  BRTGADK, 

A*  P.  UMiL'M  LiOHT  Division 

Decomber  20,  ISGii 


> 


To  McQor  B»  C.  Morgan^  AMistant  Adjui€aU' 

Gaiaraif  Light  Division: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  in 
the  baitle  of  Fredeiieksbitrg: 

On  arriving  from  sick  leave  Saturday  morning, 
I  found  my  trngade  posted  in  the  edge  of  a  wood 
before  Bernard's  house,  overlooking  the  plain 
throaj^h  which  the  railroad  and  Bowling  Green 
tomp^e  pass,  the  former  at  a  di#tance  from  my 
front  of  abottt  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  the 
Utter  of  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  my  left 
retting  where  the  wood  extends  forward  to  the 
front  to  &  point  beyond  the  railroad.  Qenend 
Lffie'g  brigade  waa  en  my  left,  with  an  interval 
of  about  six  hundred  yards  between  us,  while 
(u  1  was  informed)  General  Gregg's  brigaib  was 
imaiediately  behind  the  itttarval,  close  enough  to 
prevent  my  being  flanked.  On  my  right  I  fouad 
Ueutenant^Colonel  Walker,  with  fifteen  pieces 
of  ligikt  artillerj^  supported  by  Colonel  Broeken- 
brottgh's^brigade.  As  the  fog  clisred  away,  the 
enemy  waa  seen  advancing  from  the  Bowling 
Green  road,  and  a  little  after  nine  o'clock  A.  M. 
M:veral  batterieawere  brougherforward  and  placed 
'  in  position  about  cme  thouaand  yards  fironr  us, 
which  were  fired  on  by  some  of  our  battesies,  for 
off  to  the  right,  and  wifth  which  they  carried  on 
s  brisk  asehange  of  shots  for  about  an  hour,  oeoa- 
siooaUy  tbxowtM  shell  into  the  wood  where  I  was 
posted,  ▲bout  half  past  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  they 
Uifuedali  their  j^ns  on  our  position,  and,  after 
thirty  or  forty  mmutea'  severe  shellingi  their  hnea 
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of  infantry  formed,  and  advanced  rapidly  to  the 
attack.  When  they  had  arrived  near  enough,  I 
perceived  them  massing  in  front  of  and  entering 
the  point  of  wood  which  I  have  before  mentioned 
as  proiecting  on  my  left,  beyond  the  railroad,  and 
immediately  sent  my  ordnance  officer,  Lieuten<f 
ant  Lemmon,  to  warn  General  Gregg  that  it  wal 
time  for  him  to  move  forward  into  the  interval 
between  Lane's  and  my  brigade,  to  prevent  my 
being  flanked.  Shortly  after,  fearing  that  Gen- 
eral Gregg  might  be  too  late,  I  diew  out  the 
right  battalion  (Fifth  Alabama)  and  ordered  it  to 
the*  left.  When  the  enemy  in  my  front  arrived 
near  the  railroad,  my  brigade  opened  a  rapid  and 
deatruetive  fire  upon  them,  which  soon  checked 
their  career,  and  forced  them  to  retire  and  take 
shelter  in  the  railroad  track,  from  which  they 
kept  u{)  a  desultory  fire  upon  our  line.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  column  which  had  entered  the 
point  of  wood  on  my  left  succeeded  in  passing 
round  my  left  flank,  and  attacked  the  Nineteenth 
Georgia  and  Fourteenth  Tennessee  in  rear  and 
flank.  These  regiments  were  compelled  to  retire, 
leaving  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  prisoners 
in  the  enemy's  hands.  The  greater  part  of  the 
Seventh  Tennessee  also,  seeing  the  regiments  on 
their  left  give  way,  and  hearing  the  cry  that  the 
enemy  was  in  their  rear,  left  the  trenches  in  dis- 
order. The  First  Tennessee,  together  with  Lieu- 
tenants Timberlake,  Foster,  Wilmouth,  and  Baird, 
of  the  Seventh  Tennessee,  and  a  portion  of  the 
latter  regiment,  held  its  ground  gallantly,  and, 
after  its  ammunition  was  exhausted,  charged, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  George,  (Col.  Turney 
having  been  severely  wounded  early  in  the  ac- 
tion,) across  the  railroad  track,  with  Colonel 
Hoke's  brigade,  of  Early's  division,  and  returned 
to  its  original  position  when  the  charge  was  over. 

The  Fifth  Alabama  battalion,  which  I  had  sent 
from  the  right  to  aid  in  opposing  the  enemy  on 
the  left,  discharged  their  outv  faithfully,  first 
under  Major  Vandegraff,  and,  after  he  was 
wounded,  under  Captain  Stewart 

After  sending  Lieutenant  Lemmon,  I  also  sent 
my  aid-de-camp.  Lieutenant  Thomas,  to  explain 
the  urgency  of  the  case  to  General  Gregg,  and  to 
bring  down  another  brigade  in  support  of  my 
front,  which,  although  not  then  pressed  in  front, 
had  nearly  exhausted  its  ammunition. 

General  Gregg's  and  Lawton's  brigades  and 
the  Fifth  Alabama  battalion  drove  back  the 
enemy,  who  had  passed  my  flank,  and  Colonel 
Hoke,  in  command  of  Trimble's  brigade,  came 
down  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  my  original  posi- 
tion, whicb  I  stiH  maintained  with  the  right  of 
my  brigade,  but  with  empty  rifles  and  cartridge- 
boxes.  The  whole  line  then  charged  over  the 
field  beyond  the  railroad. .  When  it  returned  to 
the  edge  of  the  wood  I  drew  back  my  troops 
abeut  thirty  yards,  re-formed  my  brigade,  and 
remained  in  support  of  the  front  Kne,  (Hoke's 
brigade,  which  had  relieved  me  in  the  trenches.) 

I  tedie  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  attack 
along  my  whole  front  was  gallantly  and  success- 
fully repelled  bv  my  brigade.  No  enemy  ever 
arrived  within  fifty  yards  of  my  front,  and  even 
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after  my  left  was  broken  by  the  atlaek  in  rear  and 
flank,  the  enemy  in  front  had  been  eo  sfaaif^y 
repulsed  that  he  did  not  Tenture  to  oome  agski. 
Officers  and  men  generally  aeted  wifh  gallaniry. 

Lieutenant  Z.  C.  Gunn,  Fourteenth  Tennessee, 
fell  in  the  most  gallant  dischaige  of  his  dnty. 

Lieutenant-Cotenel  Htntohins,  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Georgia,  mentions  particnlarly  the  good 
conduct  of  Captain  Mabry,  Lieutenants  W.  H. 
Johnson  and  M.  Edwards,  Sergeant  Shell,  and 
Corporal  Rogan. 

Lieutenants  O.  H.  Thomas  and  George  Lem- 
mon,  of  my  staff,  rendered  me  gallant  an4  efl- 
cient  service  throughout  the  action. 

My. loss  in  the  action  was  forty  killed,  two 
hundred  and  eleven  wounded,  and  one  hundred 
and  sixty-six  missing,  supposed  to  have  been 
captured. 

Among  the  wounded  were  Colonel  Tumey, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  George,  and  Major  Buchanan, 

of  the  First  Tennessee  ;   Captain   Tumey,  the 

senior  captain  of  the  First  Tennessee  ;  Major 

Neil,  of  tne  Nineteenth  Georgia ;  Major  Vande- 

graff,  of  the  Fifth  Alabama  battalion,  and  Mr. 

Frank  Wotten,  volunteer  aid  on  my  staff,  the 

latter  supposed  to  be  nnrtally  wounded. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Archkr, 
Brigadler-Qcttcnl,  oofmnsadlng  Brigade. 

BfiPOET  OF  BftlGADIEQ-^ENEBAL  LASE. 

Hbadquarters  Lane's  BRioAnn,  I 
I>cosBber  23,  ISOse.     ) 

MaJQT  B.  C  Mffrgmiy  Assistant  Adjviant'Oen- 

eral : 

Major  :  I  ha^ethe  honor  to  submik  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  in  the 
late  engagement  before  Fredericksburg : 

At  half  past  six  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the 
twelfth,  we  left  our  bivouac  and  took  the  position 
assigned  ns  on  the  railroad,  my  right  being  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  ta  the  left  of  the 
small  piece  of  woods  beyond  the  track,  and  my 
left  resting  on  a  dirt  road,  which  crosses  the  rail- 
road near  the  point  where  it  makes  a  bend.  Sev- 
eral batteries  were  to  my  left  and  rear,  and  Gen- 
eral Fender  some  distance  farther  back,  my  left 
nearly  covering  his  right.  When  I  had  made 
this  disposition  of  my  command,  I  rode  to  the 
right  of  General  Archer's  brigade,  which  was 
posted  in  the  woods  some  four  hundred  yards 
nrom  the  railroad,  and  informed  Colonel  Tumey, 
who  was  at  that  time  commanding,  that  there 
was  an  open  space  between  us  of  aboUt  six 
hundred  yards.  I  also  informed  General  Gregg 
of  this  opening ;  his  command,  which  was  to  have 
been  my  support,  being  on  the  military  road  ei^ 
posite  this  opening,  and  some  five  or  ant  hnndvad 
yards  from  the  ratiroad.  I  subsequently  met 
General  A.  P.  Hill,  and  spoke  to  him  of  our  ni- 
ative  positknM. 

Nothing  of  interest  ooowred  on  Friday  and 
Friday  night  Sirturday  morning,  I  ordered  the 
Seventh  and  Eighteenth  regiments  bevond  the 
railroad  to  support  three  lotteries,  which  had 
been  placed  on  a  hill  immediately  in  their  frant. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  Hill  at  once  approached  the 
captain  of  one  of  these  batteries,  told  him  he 
would  insure  its  salely  against  any  attempt  on  the 
naft  of  the  eneny  to  oapture  it,  and  that  he  must 
let  him  know  when  he  wiffaed  him  to  move  to  the 
fiponC  As  aoon  as  the  fog  lifted,  heavy  siiirmish- 
mg  coMmeneed  along  mj  wh«4e  line,  and  the 
enemy  weiu  seen  aiW— mny.  Our  riikmishers, 
willi  the  eieeption  of  Oaptam  Turner's  company, 
on  the  left,  fell  buck.  The  batterioa,  >ust  alluded 
to,  then  opened,  with  telling  efiect,  and  checked 
their  advanoe.  Daring  this  iriaff  Captain  Tur- 
ner withdaaw  his  oompamyY  as  hia  men  were 
suffering,  and  vejoined  his  rofpment.     Several 

Eieoea  of  the  artiHery,  after  firing  a  few  rounds, 
urried  horn  the  field,  saying  they  ware  **  choked." 
On  intimation,  firom  one  of  the  captaisa  of  the 
batteries,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hilloromptlymof«d 
his  regiment  to  the  crest  of  the  nill  in  front  of 
the  enemy,  and  delivered  a  volley  at  the  ahar]>- 
shooters,  who  were  in  range;  the  artillery  all 
Hmbermg  up  and  driving  to  the  rear.  The 
Seventh  and  Eighteenth  both  suffered  from  the 
enemyia  artillery  fire,  and,  at  times,  from  their 
sharpshooters.  About  two  hours  later  the  enemy 
advanced  in  strong  fovea  asposo  the  open  field  to 
the  right  of  my  front.  Colonel  Barber,  his  re^- 
ment  being  on  t^e  right,  informed  me,  through 
Adjutant  Gates,  of  the  advance,  and  wished  to 
know  what  he  must  do  should  he  be  flanked.  On 
being  ordered  to  hold  his  position  as  long  as  pos- 
sible, he  deflected  his  three  right  companies,  and 
formed  them  to  the  rear  at  right  angles  to  the 
track.  I  at  onee  aent  my  courier,  Mr.  Bhepperd, 
to  inform  General  A.  F.  Hill  that  the  enemy  were 
advancing  in  force  upon  the  opening.  Captain 
Hawks  having  been  previously  sent  to  apprise 
him  that  their  skirmishers  were  in  front  or  the 
same.  Eight  legimenta  were  seen  to  pass  to 
my  right,  and  another  to  move  "by  the  right 
flank  by  file  left"  between  the  aane  body  of 
woods  and  the  fence  beyond  the  track.  This  last 
regiment  then  foced  by  the  rear  rank,  and  opened 
fire  upon  my  right.  The  three  right  oompanias 
of  the  Thirty-seventh  beeama  hotly  engaged,  and 
General  Gregg's  oommand  was  aoon  after  ea> 
countered  on  the  nuKtaiy  road.  Although  our 
right  was  turned  by  sueh  a  laz^fe  fosee,  our  posi- 
tion waa  deemed  too  inportant  to  be  given  up 
withouit  a  Mow  (  and  nobly  did  both  ofiicers  and 
men  await  the  appraaah  of  another  large  force 
alung  our  entire  front  Aa  this  force  waa  con* 
sealed  from  the  Thirty-third,  Eighteenth,  and 
Seventh  regiments  by  toe  hill,  ahaut  forty  yards 
beyond  the  traak,  they  were  aauUoaad  tq  reserve 
tlieir  fire.  The  TwentMiffhth  and  Thirty-seventh, 
however,  had  apen,  level  ground  in  their  front, 
and,  whsa  the  easBiy  had  gotten  within  one 
hundnd  and  fifty  mm  of  our  line,  they  opened 
a  teiriAe  and  deadly  fin  upon  them,  repulsing 
their  §nt  and  aeoond  linea,  and  oheoking  the 
third.  Theae  two  regiments  were  subioated  not 
o«ly  to  a  dineti  but  to  right  and  lift  ohuque  fires, 
thnt  portion  of  the  enenw%  focoe  bahind  the  hill, 
nearest  the  TwentjHnghth,  firing  upon  thank  As 
aoon  aa  the  right  of  my  ooaaaod  baoame  en- 
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paired  with  ftich  an  overwhelniing  forost  I  de- 
spatched C«ptaiik  Hawks  lo  Ommtwk  Oregg  for 
Renforoementa,  witk  inafarmdoBO,  if  ha  waa  wa- 
ibla  to  aefi4  tham,  to  airily  to  Gaoarai  Thonwa, 
or  anybody  elaa  «iM)ai  m  migbt  wte  m  eoMBMsd 
of  troo^  fer  aaaktanoa*  My  whole  eomawi 
h<ki  tkeir  firouwl  wntil  the  Twenty  aigltth  and 
Thirty-a«vanth  had  iiiad  aiM^y  «ot  only  iheir  <>wii 
umnomtMw,  iml  that  of  their  dead  and  woimded, 
vhieh,  in  aoae  eaaeay  wna  handed  to  them  hy 
their  officoa.  When  theaa  two  veginenU  had 
oeiksed  firing,  the  enemy,  in  ooluain,  donbled  on 
the  eentre»  bare  down  in  BMMa  froni  behind  the  hiU 
upon  the  left  of  the  Twenty-eighlh  and  right  of 
the  ThirtjF-third,  and  Uie  •^power  of  nnmhara'* 
forced  %thmn  entirely  acroaa  the  laihNMid.  The 
Twenty-aighth  and  Thiity-8evenlh«  being  flnnhod 
right  and  left,*  f^^  baek  in  an  orderly  manner, 
and  were  reaupphed  with  ammunition.  A  waU- 
dtieoled  irottty  from  the  Tlmrt^UMid  cheeked  the 
enemy  for  a  time,  and  Colonel  Avery  ordered  a 
eharge ;  bat,  being  nnaappertad  on  hia  light,  he 
countermanded  the  order,  and  withdrew  his  regi- 
ment into  the  wooda,  about  seventy-fiTe  ^'orda 
from  the  raihrond.  The  Eighteenth  regiment 
then  foU  back  aboni  one-  hundred  yards,  the 
right  companies  firing  into  the  foe  until  he  reached 
the  wooda  in  the  pnrsuit.  The  6eventh«  being  on 
the  left,  fell  baok  abant  fifty  yarda,  in  perfeet 
order.  Daring  the  greater  part  of  the  engage- 
meat  the  aaemy'e  ailSlery  ijla^ed  upon  the  woods 
iu  our  rear.  While  aiwaitiBg  reenfonaementa,  I 
HTii  my  aid.  Lieutenant  Lane,  to  the  left,  to  tell 
Lieutenant-Colonel  HiU»  if  he  roauld  possibly  be 
tpared.  In  come  to  the  assistance  of  my  right,  as 
it  was  henvily  piesaed.  The  right,  however,  was 
forced  to  fiill  bock  before  the  order  could  hf  de- 
livered. General  Tbomaa  eame  to  my  assistance, 
but  too  late  to  save  my  line.  He  encountered 
the  enemy  m  the  edge  of  the  woods,  drove  them 
back,  aad,  with  the  eighteenth  and  Seventh  regi- 
ments of  my  brigade  on  his  left,  chased  them  to 
their  first  position.  The  Thia^-tUrd,  in  aooord- 
ance  with  avdma,  held  the  poaittan  in  the  woods 
to  which  it  had  fallen  baek,  witil  I  could  move  nn 

ith,  when  all 


the  Twenty-ekbtb  and  Thirty 
ipdn  reanmed  their  positaena  on  the  raiboad. 
Ibat  ni^  the  whole  brigade  waa  alignad  on  the 
trackrond  akirmiahara  thrown  forward,  prapMn* 
tory  to  a  genenl  adfaaea.  Alter  thia  order  waa 
Kiuntennandad,  mf  eommnnd  raated  on  their 
irais  nntai  monino,  when,  having  abnndy  been 
on  duty  njiwarda  of  fomf-eight  hours,  them  waa 
heavp  akn  mining  nlomr  my  whob  firont^-a 
number  of  men  being  kiUed  and^pounded.  We 
foimed  a  poilion  of  the  aeeend  Hue  on  Mondagr, 
and,  aa  wo  neeapied  an  aaycaad  position,  the  man 
•eon  conatruetad  a  vary  goad  tamponrr  brenat 
«ork  of  I09S,  bruahi  aad  diat,  behind  whieh  thay 
rested  nntii  Tueadajr  morning,  when  it  waa  aaoer- 
uined  that  the  imamy  had  all  leeMaaed  the  fiap- 


1  cannot  apntft  in  loo  high  teana  of  the  gal- 
buitiy  af  Coionela  Aenry,  Bather,  Lowe,  and 
Purdie,  and  Lieutanant-Colonal  HilL  TheyaU 
fonrniiiidnd  their  negimante  wlrii  bmvnry,  and  to 


my  entire  aatisfaotion.  Colonel  Purdie  was 
alinhtiy  wonnded.  Colonel  Barber  received  a 
pamfol  wound  in  the  nock,  which,  for  a  time, 
paraiyzed  hi*  right  army  but  ha  mported  for  duty 
again  on  Tnaaday. 

The  other  offioem,  both'  field  and  eompany, 
generaUy  diaoharged  their  dntiea  welL 

Colonel  Avery  alludea  in  high  terma  tn  the 
efficienejf  of  Lieutenant-C(^nel  Cowan.  Colonel 
Purdie^  m  his  report,  makes  an  unenviable  allu- 
sion to  one  of  hia  ofioera,  name  not  gi^nn. 

The  Yankee  wretohes  dragged  Lieutenant  J. 
Ww  Betera,  Company  C,  Thirty-aeventh  regiment, 
some  distance  by  Uie  leaBa»  after  be  had  been 
wounded  In  the  head  and  leg. 

The  men  of  the  Twenty-eighth  and  Thirty- 
aoventh  fought  like  bnve  men»  long  and  well, 
while  those  of  the  other  regiments  ealmly  held 
their  positions  under  a  heavy  artiUary  fire,  one 
of  the  most  trying  positions  in  which  soldiers  can 
bapkaed. 

I  cannot  refrain  making  special  allusion  to  our 
oonscripts,  many  of  whom  were  under  fire  for  the 
firat  time.  Thev  proved  themselves  worthy  ac- 
cessions to  a  bngada  which  haa  borne  itaeu  well 
in  all  the  battlea  of  the  last  eight  montha. 

Captain  F.  T.  Hawka,  the  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  Lieutenant  Oscar  Lane,  my  aid,  and 
pnvate  Jamea  W.  Sh^iperd,  my  courier,  were 
of  great  assistance  to  me  throughout  the  fight, 
often  carrying  orders  and  msaaagea  for  me  under 
the  hotteet  fim. 

Our  ambulanaeoorps  was  very  efficient,  and  re* 
moved  our  wounded  rapidly.  lieutenant  James 
A.  Bryan,  ordnanoa  omeer,  was  untiring  in  bis 
exertions  ta  keep  the  command  supplied  with 
ammunition. 

Our  lose  in  olBoeia  was  two  killed,  twenty -five 
wounded,  and  five  prisonera  {  enlisted  bmu,  sixty 
killed,  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  woundecl, 
one  hundred  and  eighfy-thiee  prisoners,  and 
twonty-oight  missing  —  an  aggregate  of  six 
hundred  and  twenty-five. 

Jieapaetfially, 

James  H.  Lame, 

firiga<iicr-GieneraI. 

BEPOBT  OF  OOLOSBL  BROCKENBBOyGH, 
COMMANDING  BBIGADE. 

HBAnqoABTBns  FmLD*s  Brioadk,  > 
Deoember  21,  imi.,    \ 

Majob:  I  have  the  honor  to  anbnut  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  aetion  of  this  brigade  in  the 
late  battle  near  Froderioksburg : 

Stationed  upon  the  extreme  right  of  our  divis- 
ion, we  remained  in  this  position  until  the  concen- 
trated fosaea  of  the  enemy  paased  through  a  gap 
ui»  and  raaehad  the  rear  o^  onr  linea.  There 
being  no  eiwmy  in  our  imraadiate  front,  aad  re- 
enforeemonta  being  caUad  for,  I  withdrew  my 
command  firom  its  first  position,  and  hurried  as 
rapidlv  aa  noeaible  to  the  point  indieatad.  We 
moved  np  by  tlm  left  flank,  and  so  wgent  and 
repeated  were  the  eaUa  for  reonforoemeats  that 
m^  two  bsding  regimenta,  via.,  Forty<eeventh 
Virginia^  Colonel  liayo,  and  the  Twenty-seooud 
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battalion,  Coloiiel  Tayloe*  Uie  only  ngnteiilt 
actively  engaged,  advaooed  in  a  run,  separated 
themselvea  from  the  biigade^  paasad  well  to  the 
left,  and  ancoimtesed  the  eaemy  ia  rear  ol.  4Mir 
front  lines,  about  midway  betwaon  Generala 
Archer  and  Lane.  Filing  one  volley  into  their 
left  dank  and  obacgiog  thom  with  ^iyell,  thev  fled 
preci|Ntately  to  the  abelter  of  the  railroad  cut 
Here  they  rallied  and  made  a  short  ata&d,  but 
being  joiiMd  by  a  Georgia  brigade,  (Lawton'a,  I 
believe,)  we  made  a  aecond  thaige,  which  drove 
them  fisom  the  railroad.  Here  the  men  were  or> 
dered  to  halt;  but  such  waa  their  impetuosity  that 
much  the  larger  portion  of  these  two  regiments 
advanced  to  the  position  which  had  been  oocupiad 
by  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  thay  found 
deserted.  Being  unsupported,  they  were,  of 
course^  oompell^  to  retreat,  which  waa  done 
under  the  most  galling  flra  of  grape,  canister, 
and  mlnie  balls. 

The  fact  that  only  two  regiments  were  actively 
engaged  waa  accidental  and  imavmdable.  The 
woods  through  which  w&  passed  being  dense  and 
filled  with  troops,  the  rapid  run  of  the  leading 
regiments  soon  separated  then  firom  the  brigade, 
and,  while  thay  passed  well  around  to  the  left, 
the  remainder  of  the  brigade  only  marched  by 
direct  line  to  General  Archer's  left,  who  was  said 
to  have  been  flanked.  Driving  the  aoomy  Irom 
the  woods  was  a  task  of  short  duration,  and  the 
troope  aagafed  vara  oompletely  aueceaaful  in 
driving  back  the  enemy  before  the  Bemaining 
regiments,  a  few  minutes  behind  themt  could 
come  to  thair  assistance. 

During  the  fight  aeveval  of  the  enemy's  mount- 
ed oificers  were  ahot  down,  and  the  colors  of  one 
regiment  were  seen  to  fall  four  times. 

It  afibcds  me  much  pleasure  to  mention  the 
good  conduct  of  Colonels  Mayo  and  Xayloe,  and 
The  officers  and  men  under  their  command. 

The  valor  and  danng  of  the  men  were  unprece- 
dented. Many  of  tham  were  fighting  in  si^t 
of* their  homes,  and  seemed  detarmined  to  drive 
back  the  enemy  at  all  haaarda. 

Our  loss  was  considerable,  being  about  twenty 
per  eent  of  the  troops  actively  engaged. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Brockenbrough, 

Colonel,  commaadiag  Brigade. 
REPORT  OF  B&ilGAI>U;a..OfiSrfi&AL  THOaCAS. 


MEAnQtTAWTKRS  THO>fAP*S  BrTCAPR, 
GKNBBAL  a.  p.  IilLL'» 

December 


Brtcapr,  1 
Divisioai,  > 

'  20,  am.   ) 


Major  R.  (7.  Morgan^  A.  A,  Q»: 

Major:  On  Friday,  December  twel^ro,  186£i» 
according  to  ordnrs  from  Major-Qenarai^Iill,  this 
brigade  lelt  its  camp  near  Mr.  John  Alaop'a 
house,  moved  in  the  direotion  of  Frederiekabuag, 
and  was  directed  to  take  position  in  line  of  battle 
on  the  military  road,  with  ordera  to  sunport 
General  Pander,  who  oaoupied  the  frant  ana  left 
of  the  division.  The  remainder  of  the  dav  and 
the  succeeding  night  paaaad  withonl  any  change 
in  position. 


About  middair  of  December  tiiirteeath,  ordera 
wera  reoeiviad  ^iom  Major-General  Hill  to  render 
aaaiatanca  and  annnMrt  to  any  part  of  the  front 
linift  raauiiing  it.  Soen  alter  whieh,  an  officer  of 
Ganaaal  Lane'a  ataff  brought  information  that  his 
biignde  waa  haid  pvassed  by  overwheloMng  num- 
fame.  I  kmaedialelv  advanced  my  brigade  down 
tha  rond:  being  onaUa^oa  acconnt  of  the  density 
of  the  undergrowth,  to  advance  in-line,  Uie  bri- 
gade nwved  by  tha  flank  until  neat  the  acene  of 
aotion*  whnn  the  xeginMnls  were  thrown  into  line 
of  battle  and  advanced  towaria  the  enemy,  who, 
at  this  timn»imd  advanaad  into  the  woods.  Their 
advanae  waa  checked  there,  and,  after  a  slabbom 
resialanco,  this  brigade  aharged  them,  driving 
them  thgongh  the  field  and  oempleiriy  routing 
them.  We  puraued  for  aome  distance  neross  the 
railroad,  when,  aeeing  no  aapport  either  on  the 
right  or  left,  and  mf  ammunitian  being  reported 
to  be  weU  ni^  exhausted,  I  conchided  to  fall 
bank  to  the  railroad.  Forming,  at  this  place,  the 
ffont  line»  I  detowBinad  to  hold  the  pnaition ;  at 
the  same  time,  sending  word  to  X)olonel  Pendle- 
ton, commanding  brigade,  that  I  waa  deficient  in 
ammunition,  and  requesting  him  to  be  in  sup- 
porting diatanca.  Thn  brigade  bivouacked  that 
night  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  throwing  out 
pieketa  on  the  mUfoad,  and  vera  relieved  early 
the  next  morning  by  Coianal  Warren's  brigade, 
and  placed  in  reserve. 

The  officers  and  man  of  my  oommand  behaved 
with  a  gallantry  highly  aoasnmndable. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Major, 
Yoni  obedient  aervant, 

Edward  L.  Tbomas, 

Brigadiar-^stentral, 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADI£R.G£N£EAL  J.  R.  JONRS. 

HKihBQUAWTBBS  JOSTKS'S  BRIOADR,      ) 

Degember  ao,  1802.  \ 

To  Captain  TaUaftrro^  Amiat&wt  Adjuiami-Gem- 

eral: 

Captain  :  la  the  obedienca  to  oaders  from 
division  headqnarters,  I  reapaotfolly  auhmit  the 
following  report  of  the  nart  taken  fay  my  brigade 
in  the  fecent  baUle  at  Fredarickabtnrg : 

I  reaahed  tha  gronnd  an  Friday  effening,  and 
was  placed  in  position  in  the  raservad  Una.  On 
Saturday  monung,  thinnenth  instant,  •!  waa  di- 
rected to  change  my  poaitaon  to  the  left  and  fisr^ 
ther  to  the  mnt,  but  atill  OMupving  a  portion 
in  the  saaerve.  My  poaition  anhjected  nae  to 
same  annovanoe  from  tha  shells  of  the  enemv, 
one  of  which  severely  wounded  the  adjutant  of 
the  Forty'^eoond  Virginia  regiment.  About  the 
middle  of  the  day  the  fanaketry  opened,  when  I 
waa  aliU  farther  advaaaed  to  wiithin  musketry 
range  of  the  enemy*  The  front  line  not  requir- 
ing anpport,  I  remained  in  tUa  positioa  the  re- 
mau[idea»«f  the  day.  In  obedianee  to  orders,  I 
advanced  at  dawn  nest  moBnang  to  the  front, 
relieving  Brigadier-General  Lane.  My  command 
mated  4o  this  poaitiott  under  a  kanv^  musketry 
fim-  from  the  enemy's  ahat^shootera,  in  which  I 
had  one  man  killed  and  aeveral  wounded.  The 
completenesa  of  tha  victory  of  Safeoiday  not  being 
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known,  officers  and  men  ezpeeted  soon  to  be 
engaged  with  the  enemy  in  force  f  and  it  afferds 
me  pleasufe  to  report  that  ail  were  anKfoM  ihr 
the  encounter,  and  manifested  a  feeftig  of  diesp- 
pointinent  as  the  day  paesed  on  aad  no  rigns  of 
en  adiriUce  were  given  by  the  enem^e.  A  btnk 
skirmish  was  kept  up  dunng  the  day,  ia  which 
I  enstained  a  losa  of  thhty^seren  offieers  and 
men  fciMed  and  wooncted.  Among  the  ftrmer 
were  Oaptahi  Amee,  Company  0,  Twenty-fhst  Vtr- 
^nia  regimeiit,  and  Lieiiteiiant  fiwoope,  Company 
£,  Tw^ity-firBt^Vhi|ini^i&  regiment,  both  in  the 
faithful  diseharge  of  their  dnty.  Hie  fighting 
was  neevesary  to  keep  the  shai^oehooten  fnm 
occupying^ ^e  crestwhtch  commanded  onr  Mne. 

Wiiere  all  behaved  coolly,  gallant^,  and  eqnalfy 
well,  I  aMi  apeak  of  none  in  paitioulBr.  I  can 
oy}'  say  that  the  gaUant  little  brigade  wMch  has 
fought  ao  gallantly  and  lost  so  heavily  in  the 
great  battles  of  the  past  smnmer  and  fill),  was 
xeady  to  do  its  dnty  and  bear  its  part  in  maMng 
the  shortoet  and  most  direot  route  to  Richmond 
a  hard  rosd  to  travel. 

very  fespectflHi^ 

J.  R.  Jones, 

•  Bilg'aiisi'Ctweiiil,  eDMunaiuttap. 

SEFOBT  OP  OaXiOHEL  FfiNDLWrOlf,  OOMMAND- 

ING  BBieADE. 

ffEADQUARTERS  STARKK'S  BRIGADE,  > 

Camp  hvar  FmcDBKiOKSBuao,  Deo.  19,  imi.    s 
Captain  W.  T.  TaHaferro,  A.  A.  General  Jack- 

sofCa  Dtvinan : 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  the  circular  order 
of  the  Hriga^er-Oleneral  commanding,  of  this 
date,  requiring  reports  from  commanders  of  bri- 
gades of  the  participation  of  their  respective 
commands  in  the  late  operations  around  Freder- 
icksburg, 1  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  |»rt  taken  therein  by  the  brigade 
nnder  my  command : 

Having  previously  cooked  three  days'  rations, 
on  ^e  morning  of  the  twelfth  fnstant,  at  early 
dawn,  we  marched  from  our  camp,  near  Guineas 
Depot,  for  the  scene  of  the  late  engaeement. 
The  brigade  nnder  my  command,  soon  «n^er  its 
arrival  on  the  ground,  nbout  two  P.  M.,  took  its 
position  in  Hne  of  battle  on  the  extreme  left  of 
the  right  wing,  hi  rear  If  and  supporting  Thom- 
as's brigade  m  General  A.  P.  nilFl  division, 
in  this  position  we  remahied  until  Saturday  pnorn- 
mg,  thfe  thirteenth,  when  we  were  ordered  to  take 
a  different  position,  txr  oar  left  and  rear.  Hefe 
we  fRnained  Inactive,  awaiting  the  progress  of 
erents,  until  half  past  one  P.  M*,  when  a  rapM 
and  continued  fire  of  mntketry  in  our  firont  indi- 
cated that  the  enemy  had  advanced  to  attack  our 
front  Une,  and  we  moved  Ihrward  in  'close  sup- 
porting  ^stance  of  General  Thomas,  to  whose 
relief  I  was  ordered  to  go  in  case  he  denred  my 
assistance.  It  wm  not  until  about  fbnr  P.  M.  that 
I  rpceivad  a  message  from  General  Thomas  in- 
forming me  tilBt  he  had  driven  ^e  enemy  baek, 
but  bad  only  three  rbnnds  of  ammunition, 'and 
irisbed  me  to  move  up  close  enough  to  charge  the 
enemy  hi  conjunction  with  him  so  soon  as  he 


shotild  be  again  engaged.  In  accordance  with 
this  re<|Qe8t,  I  again  moved  my  command  forward 
to  withm  eighty  paoes  of  the  nne  held  by  General 
Thonas,  with  unflinching  determmalion,  and, 
havhig  ordered  my  men  to  Ke  down  to  avoid 
the  deMhory  fire  of  the  enemy^  aharpahooters, 
awaited  the  signal  fbr  the  onsets  Bnt  the  enemy 
having  failed  to  renew  the  attack,  a^  was  Mhtici- 
pated,  I  was  not  called  on.  Just  when  it  began 
to  grow  dark,  I  received  the  order  of  Lieutonant- 
General  Jadcson  for  a  general  advance  between 
sunset  and  dark,  and  commenced  the  execution 
of  it  by  moving  ihrward ;  but  finding  that  the 
troops  in  ih>nt  of  me  were  not  in  motion,  I 
ordmd  a  halt.  Shortly  afterwards  the  order 
was  countermanded,  and  I  bivonaeked  fbr  the 
night. 

At  half  past  three  o'clo<^,  on  the  morning  of 
the  fourteenth,  i  waft  ordered  to  relieve  General 
Pender  on  our  advance  line,  and  innediately 
did  BO. 

The  battery  of  Captain  Oarrington,  stationed 
in  front  of  my  left,  reported  to  me  for  orders, 
and  was  directed  not  to  open  uidess  the  enemy 
threatened  us  with  an  attacK,  aa  he  wouhl  thereby 
attract  upon  us  the  cro8s*flie  of  tfareffof  theenemy's 
batteries,  from  which  the  ground  a^Rvrded  us  no 
protection  whatever.  Bueh,  I  wss  informed  by 
General  Pender,  had  been  the  case  the  day  ]}re- 
vious.  From  misapprehension  or  some  other 
cause  unknown  to  me,  so  soon  as  the  fbrces  of 
the  enemy  were  seen  to  be  in  motion  at  the  dis- 
tance of  apparently  a  mile,  Oiptain  Canington 
opened  upon  his  column  with  riiie  pieeetw  and 
the  consequence  which  I  had  ft»«3eeniih mediately 
ensued,  resulting  in  ihe  loss  of  ten  or  twelve 
wounded,  with  little  advantage  to  our  side. 

About  ten  a.  M.  I  was  ordered  to  throw  im 
command  fbrward  in  the  field  about  three  bun 
dred  yards,  and  occupy  the  line  of  the  railroad, 
beyond  which  I  had  already  posted  my  line  of 
skirmishers  before  daylight  Moving  in  a  cir- 
cuitous route  b)'  the  right  flank,  so  as  to  screeu 
the  movement  as  much  as  possible  from  the  ob- 
servation and  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
I  at  once  proceeded  to  oceupy  the  new  position 
assigned  to  me,  though  I  found  it  impossible  of 
accomplishment  without  the  loss  of  several  men 
wounded,  one  or  more  flitally.  In  moving  four 
of  the  regiments  of  my  brigade  from  the  rail- 
road, under  an  order  subsequently  received  to 
throw  them  back  in  a  line  nearly  at  right  angles 
with  the  rathoad,  I  again  Matmsd  a  slight  Toss 
from  the  same  cause.  The  akirmishers  thrown 
out  along  my  fVont  kept  up  a  brisk  and  well- 
directed  flre  during  the  whole  day,  (twice  ex- 
hausting their  ammunition,)  and,  as  was  ascer- 
tained by  actttal  observation  dufkig  the  presence 
of  the  flag  of  truce  in  the  afternoon,  with  fetal 
eflhet  on  the  enemy.  The  enemy,  contrary  to  all 
expectation,  having  failed  to  advance  or  renew 
his  attack  during  the  da;^,  we  quietly  bivouacked 
in  onr  posi^n  ror  the  night,  and  \mn^  relieved 
at  four  A.  M.,  on  the  flfteeiRh,  by  the  division  of 
Major-General  D.  H.  Hill,  retnred  to  the  line  of 
the  reservci  which  we  occupied  until  it  was  ascer- 
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tained  that  the  enemy  had  entirdy  abandoned 
the  field  and  reeroesed'the  Rappahannock. 

Although  mr  oommand  was  not  at  any  dme 
closely  engaged,  it  was  three  timei  snbjeecad  to 
a  sharp  fire,  and  wasy  throaghont  Iha  days  of  the 
thirtemHh  sod  Iborteenth,  in  constant  exneotation 
of  boing  brought  into  lidott.  Uader  these  cn- 
cunAitanoes  every  man  remained  frm  at  his  post ; 
not  a  straggler  was  to  be  seen  leaTing  the  ranks, 
and  all  enrinced  a  commendable  eagerness  to 
engage  the  enemy,  which  needed  only  ooportn- 
nity  to  ripen  into  the  gallantry  heretofore  so 
conspieuous  in  the  troops  from  I^nisiana.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Nolan*  commanding  the  First  LoD- 
isiana  re^ment;  lieutenant-Coronel  Goodwin, 
commandiag  the  Fifteenth ;  Major  Orogan,  com- 
manding the  second  ;  Major  Leggett,  comomnd- 
ing  the  Tenth,  and  Oiptain  Veriander,  command- 
ing the  Fourteenth,  —  are  teerving  of  my  es^- 
cid  commendation  for  the  coolness  and  skill  with 
which  they  commanded  their  respective  re^ments, 
and  the  promptness  and  energr  with  which  they 
executed  every  order.  I  shomd  entirely  fall  in 
my  duty  if  I  did  not  adTert  also  to  the  valuable 
assistance  rendemd  to  me  by  First  Lieutenant 
Thomas  L.  Mitts,  of  the  Tenth  Louisiana,  who 
tendered  me  his  services  as  aid-de-eamp  for  the 
occasion.  His  promptness  and  untiring  activity 
in  conveying  my  orders,  although  frequently  ex- 

Eosed,  are  deserving  of  the  highest  praise,  and  I 
eg  leave  to  mention  him  as  eminently  deserving 
of  promotion.  The  casualties  of  mv  brigade  have 
been  heretofore  aeported  at  two  killed  and  thirty- 
five  wounded. 

I  have  the  hooor  to  be, 
Very  reepeetfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Edmond  Pbndletoh. 

Col.  FIAswth  Loaliisiis  Regtaie^  eosuDMWitag  Brigade. 


mBFOaT  OP  COLOKEL  WALTON. 

HEADQUARTBRS  BaTTALIOK  WABHfNGTOir  ARTIL-  i 
LEKT,  VEAB  FftEOBRlCKSBURO,  Deo.  20,  1888.  ) 

To  Mqjor  G.   M.  Borrd,  A.  A.  Oeneral  First 

Corpe,  A.  N,  V, : 

Major:  In  conformity  to  circular  order  of 
eighteenth  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  foUowing  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  bat- 
talion Washington  arttllerv,  of  New  Orleans, 
under  my  command,  in  the  battles  of  the  twelfth 
and  thirteenth  instants,  near  Fredericksburg, 
Virginia.  The  sigiial  guns  fired  at  four  o'clock 
A.  M.,  OB  the  motMBg  of  the  eleventh  instant, 
aroused  my  camp,  and  gave  notice  that  the  enemy 
was  in  motion.  Immediately  the  batteries  of  the 
First,  Third,  and  Fourth  companies  (consisting 
of  two  three-inch  rifles  and  one  ten-pounder  Par- 
rot gun,  under  Captain  •Squiers,  Lieutenants  Gal- 
braith  and  Brown,  first  company;  two  twelve- 
pounder  liriit  Napoleon  guns,  under  Captam 
Miller  and  Xasutenant  McElroy,  third  company ; 
and  two  twelve-pounder  howitzers  and  two  twelve- 
pounder  light  Napoleon  guns,  under  Captain 
Eshleman,  Lieutenants  Noroom,  Battles,  and 
Apps,  fourth  company)  were  placed  in  position  hi 
the  redoubts  on  tne  hill  back  of  the  town,  known 


as  **  Marye's  Hftt,**  extending  from  the  Telegraph 
road  to  tlm  plank  road.    Notwithstanding    the 
denee*  fog,  which  enveloped  the  country  around, 
and  oommelely  hid  from  view  the  town  and  river 
banks,'  tne  enemy,  at  about  seven  oVloek  a.  m., 
epened  upon  the  town  a  tremendous  fo«  from 
his  numerous  batteries,  whieh  lined  the  Stafford 
shore,  to   cover  his  erossing.    This  cannonad- 
ing he  continued  during  the  day,  with  but  little 
intermission,  and  without   any  response    from 
my  batteries.    The  command  bivommed  for  the 
night  in  ^e  works,  beside  their  guns.    The  next 
morning,  twelfth  instant,  the  fog  was  again  ex- 
ceedingly heavy.    At  two  o'clock  P.  m.  it   had 
raised  sufficiently  for  ue  to  dtsoem  the  hills  op- 
posite the  city,  densely  covered  with  the  wnem}  's 
mfantry  and  artillery.    At  twenty  mineiies  to  four 
o'clock  P.  M.  a  heavy  column  was  observed  near 
Uie  gas  woiks,  below  the  town,  upon  which  my 
batteries  Innnediateiy  opened  a  well-directed  an^ 
destructive  fire,  causing  the  enemy  to  break  and 
ran  ibr  cover.    During  tHis  firing,  the  enemy*8 
heavy  batteries  (across  the  river)  opefted  upon  us 
with  shell  and  shot,  disregarding^  which,  my  men 
steadily  worked    their  guns  without    replying. 
After  about  ten  minntes,  having  dispersed  the 
column,  my  batteries  ceased  firing,  and  continued 
to  receive  in  silence  the  continued  fire  of  the 
enemy.    Another  night,  passed  by  the  officer) 
and  men  beside  their  guns,  brings  us  to   the 
memomble  thirteentii  December.    At  half  past 
twelve  o'clock  p.  M.  the  enemy  was  observed,  in 
force,  moving  down  upon  our  position  through 
the  streets  of  the  town.    Eveiything  being  in 
readiness,  fire  was  immediately  opened  from  all 
my  batteries,  at  once  halting  and  breaking  his 
first  advance.     Again  they  emerged  in  greater 
force,  and,  apparently,  with  much  steadiness. 
Gaining  the  crest  of  an  elevated  piece"  of  ground 
in  our  front,  he  opened  upon  our  poehion  a  geil- 
inc^  fire  of  musketn%  and  of  artuiery  from  the 
hills  beyond.    The  brigade  of  General  Cobb,  in 
front  of  my  bsftterles,  then  opened  fire,  and  the 
battle  became  general  all  along  our  line.    Again 
and  a«in  did  their  heavy  masses  come  forth 
from  tne  town,  only  to  be  mowed  down  and  scat- 
tered in  confosion,  as  each  time  they  farmed  and 
advanced.    I'hree  times  their  colors  were  levelled 
bv  the  unerring  aim  of  the  gunners.    At  two 
o'dock  p.  II.  a  portion  of  General  Ransom's  divis- 
ion (supporting  column)  moved  steadily  across 
the  plateau  in  mvrear:  halting  but  an  instant  on 
the  crest  of  the  hill,  they  delivered  a  voUey,  then 
plunged  with  a  cheer  into  the  road  below  and  in 
nont  of  us,  already  occupied  by  Cobb's  troops, 
llie  sharpshooters  of  the  enemv,  under  cover  of 
a  crest  in  front  and  the  slope  of  the  hiU,  kept  up 
a  galling  fire  upon  <Rir  woiks,  causing  many  of 
my  gallant  men  to  foil,  killed  and  wounded,  at 
their  poets ;  among  whom  was  Lieutenant  H.  A. 
Battles,  Fourth  company,  severely  wounded  in 
the  arm  by  a  minie  baM.    Five  several  times  did 
heavy  masses  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  supported 
by  light  batteries  which  had  been  placed  m  posi- 
tion on  the  field,  advance  firom  the  cover  of  the 
town  and  the  scattered  houses,  only  to  meet  the 
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f&te  of  those  who  pnceded  thera.  They  UHl  by 
thousands  under  the  judicious*  eteMdy*  and  un- 
errini^  fire  of  my  gixm,  encouraged  and  aided  by 
the  gallant  conduct  of  the  brave  troops  in  the  road 
in  front  of  us.  At  five  o'clock  P.  M.,  after  having 
b«en  engaged  four  hours  and  a  half,  against  over- 
whelming odds  of  the  en«my»  I  was  compalled  to 
relinquish  the  post  of  honor  to  WooLfolk's  and 
Moody'd  batteries,  Alexander's  battalion,  having 
one  gun  oisabled,  and  having  exh^sted  all  the 
canister,  shelly  and  case-shot,  and  nearly  every 
round  of  sohd  shot  in  the  chests  j  aiore  could  not 
be  supplied,  in  position^  in  time,  tha  train  being 
several  miles  oistanL  On  the  fourteenth  my 
guns  were  held  in  reserve.  On  the  fiflaenth  I 
took  position  in  the  worha  on  the  extreme  left 
of  our  Une,  the  position  before  occupied  ^y  Lane's 
battery,  which  I  occupied  until  the  eighteenth  in- 
stant.  On  the  eighteenth  aU  mv  batteries  were 
again  concentrated  in  camp*  The  second  com- 
pany. Captain  Eichardson,  was,  dui-ing  the  en- 
gagenoeuu,  attached  to  Pickett's  division^  in 
reserve,  ajid  was  not  engaged. 

It  is  my  duty,  as  it  is  my  pleasure,  to  say,  in 
behalf  of  mv  officers,  cannoneers,  and  drivers,  that 
upon  no  field  durii^  tbis  war  have  men  behaved 
more  gallantly.  To  Captains  Eshleman,  Miller, 
and  Squiers,  and  the  brave  officers  and  men  un- 
der them,  U  the  service  indebted  for  the  gallant 
defence  of  Marye's  Hill  against  the  stubborn  and 
overwhelming  assaults  of  an  army  of  over  fifty 
thousand  men.  To  Lieutenant  William  M.  Owen, 
my  adjutant  and  only  aid«  I  am,  as  usual,  in- 
debted for  zealous  and  fearless  conduct  on  the 
fields  in  the  performance  of  aH  his  duties.  Before 
closing  this  report,  I  may  be  permitted,  without 
being  invidious,  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
General  commanding  to  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Captain  Eshleman,  in  directing,  and  Lieutenant 
Xorcom,  lourth  company,  in  executing  the  order, 
in  taking  one  of  the  Napoleon  guns  from  the 
work,  wher/s  it  was  out  of  range,  and  placing  it 
between  two  of  the  redoubts,  on  the  open  field, 
there  continuing  it  in  action,  entirely  exposed  to 
the  enemy's  intantry  and  sharpshooters,  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  engagement  My  loss  in 
this  engagement  is  three  Killed,  and  twenty-four 
wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Vary  respectfuUjr, 

J.  B.  Walton, 

Colond  of  Artillery,  conunaadJog. 
REPORT  OP  COLONEL  CBUTCHFIELD. 


HBADQWaKTBiiS  ABmUSKT  COMMAND,  » 

BKC021D  Aau/  Coups,  January  3,  lb63.  ( 
Li&idenatU-Qmural  T.  J.  Jackson^  eommanding 

Second  Army  Corps,  JL  N,  V. : 

General  :  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  opcirationa  of  the  artillery 
of  this  corps  in  the  engagement  near  Fredericks- 
burg,  December  thirteeBi  1862 : 

1^  heighii  on  the  right  of  our  line  were  held 
by  fourteen  guns  of  the  batteries  of  MajoviCen- 
eral  A«  P-  Hill's  divisioM»  under  Lieuienant-Coi- 
onel  R,  L.  Walker,  and  consisting  of  the  batteries 


of  Captains  Pej^ram  and  Mcintosh,  (four  guns 
each,)  and  sections  of  the  batteries  of  Captains 
Latham,  Johnscn,  and  Crenshaw,  commanded  re- 
spectively by  Lieutenants  Potts,  Clutter,  and 
James  Elktt.  This  position  was  a  commanding 
one,  md  afforded  aamiral)le  advantage  against 
a  direct  assault  from  infantrv;  but,  what  was 
more  importaat,  so  controlled  the  ground  in  front 
as  to  force  the  enemy  to  open  a  heavy  cannonade 
upon  it,  in  the  hope  of  silencing  these  batteries, 
before  they  could  move  any  considerable  mass  of 
their  infimtry  down  the  plain,  as  would  be  neces- 
sary should  thev  endeavor  to  turn  our  right.  On 
the  other  hana,  it  was  liable  to  the  dis^advan- 
tages  always  attaching  to  a  fixed  position,  that  it 
must  receive  a  concentrated  fir/e  from  many  points, 
added  to  which^  the  formation  of  the  ground  at 
the  top  of  the  hill  was  such  as  not  to  afiord  much 
protection  to  m^n,  and  hardly  any  to  the  horses. 
It  was,  of  course,  a  position  of  great  importance ; 
and  it  being  specially  necessary  that  its  batteries 
should  be  able  to  open  an  efifective  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  infantry  in  the  plain  below,  should  they 
endeavor  to  move  down  the  river  to  threaten  or 
turn  our  right,  I  dii*ected  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walker  to  keep  his  guns  concealed  as  well  as  he 
could,  and  not  to  allow  himself  to  be  drawn  into 
an  artillei7  duel,  but,  disregarding  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  to  reserve  his  own  for  their 
infantry  when  it  should  come  within  effective 
range.  On  the  left  of  our  line  were  posted 
twenty-one  guns,  as  follows:  Just  at  Bernard's 
cabins  and  to  their  left,  nine  guns,  consisting  of 
six  rifles,  two  Napoleons,  and  one  six-pounder,  of 
the  batteries  of  Captains  Davidson,  Rainc,  Caskie, 
and  Braxton,  —  au  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  Captain  Davidson.  Some  two  hundred 
yards  in  front  of  these,  to  their  right  and  beyond 
the  railroad,  were  placed  twelve  guns,  consisting 
of  six  rifles,  three  Napoleons,  and  three  six- 
pounders,  from  the  batteries  of  Captains  Carpen- 
ter, Wooding,  and  Braxton,  —  all  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  Captain  J.  B.Brockenbrough. 
Captain  Carpenter's  battery  was  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  McKendree.  From  the  first  it  was 
evident  that  the  enemy's  attack  might  be  ex- 
pected upon  our  centre,  where  the  heights  on  our 
right  descended  to  a  level  with  the  plain,  and  a 
point  of  woods  running  out  into  the  field  offered 
them  early  and  good  shelter,  or  that  they'  would 
endeavor  to  turn  our  right.  A  considerable  ar- 
tillery force  was  held  ready  to  meet  this  latter 
contingency  by  moving  out  and  taking  position 
in  the  fields  to  our  right,  so  as  to  cross  its  fire 
with  the  batteries  of  Laeutenant-Colonel  Walker. 
The  centre  of  the  line  was  our  weakest  point, 
since  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker's  guns  could 
not  oblique  their  fire  to  the  lefl  sufficiently  to 
hope  to  prevent  the  enemy's  seizing  the  point  of 
woods  referred  to,  at  the  distance  at  which  it  was. 
The  batteries  near  Bernard's  cabins  more  directly 
controlled  this  point,  but  only  by  a  quite  oblique 
fire  to  tha  right.  So  that  there  were  some  eight 
hundred  or  a  thousand  vards  of  our  front,  near 
the  centre,  undefended  by  a  direct  artillerv  fire 
to  the  front.    I  examined  the  ground  carefully  in 
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the  woods  behind  this  point,  in  hopes  of  being 
able  to  establish  batteries  of  howitzers,  which, 
by  a  Minister  fire,  nught  soon  check  the  enemy's 
infantry  in  their  adranoe  through  the  woods. 
But  I  round  the  ground  unfavorable,  being  inter- 
sected by  a  deep  raviae,  and  the  undergipwth  so 
thick  as  to  requu*e  more  time  to  dear  it  away 
than  we  had  before  the  action  began.  The  instruc- 
tions given  to  Captains  Brockenbrough  and  Da- 
vidson were  to  reserve  their  fire  for  the  enemv's 
infantry  at  close  range,. and  not  to  engage  his 
batteries  unless  he  advanced  them  to  the  support 
of  his  infantry ;  and  then  they  were  to  concentntfe 
their  fire  on  the  advancing  battery,  and  not  to 
fall  back  from  their  position  so  long  as  our  infiem- 
try  supiK>rted  then^.  The  enemv  opened  the  attack 
hy  the  fire  of  some  twenty>nve  or  thirty  guns 
directed  upon  'iiieutenant-Colonel  Walker's  posi- 
tion, and  from  about  sixteen  guns  (afterwards 
increased  to  twenty-four)  upon  our  batteries  at 
and  near  Beraard*s  cabins.  The  officers  in  charge 
of  these  batteries  obeyed  their  orders,  and,  the 
enemy's  fire  not  being  replied  to,  he  advanced 
his  skirmishers  in  very  heavy  line  upon  the 
points  occupied  by  the  commands  of  Captains 
Brockenbrough  and  Davidson.  These  were  soon 
driven  ofif  by  canister,  and  the  exact  positions  of 
our  batteries  being  thus  disclosed  to  the  enemy, 
he  directed  a  heavy  artillery  fire  upon  them,  and 
advanced  one  of  his  batteries  near  a  chimnw  in 
the  centre  of  the  plain.  This  fire  was  replied  to 
by  our  batteries,  and  soon  two  of  the  enemy's 
batteries  were  withdrawn,  and  their  places  sup- 
plied by  others  of  longer  range.  About  this  time 
two  of  our  rifle-guns,  belonging^  to  Captains  Wood- 
ing's  and  Caskie's  batteries,  were  disabled,  by 
their  axles  breaking  from  the  recoil  of  the  g^n, 
and  had  to  be  withdrawn.  All  this  time  the 
enemy*s  shaipshooters  annoyed  us  greatly,  work- 
ing around  to  the  right  of  Captain  Brocken- 
brough's  position  whenever  driven  from  his  front, 
and  pertinaciously  readvancing  whenever  they 
could,'  under  the  shelter  of  their  artillery  fire. 
Though  they  were  once  or  twice  repelled  by  can- 
ister, when  advancing  imprudently,  they  were  so 
well  protected  by  the  accidents  of  the  ground, 
and  so  fcebiy  opposed  by  our  own  sharpshooters, 
that  they  could  not  be  ontirely  dislodged,  and 
caused  heavy  loss  in  our  batteries,  both  among 
men  and  horses.  Captain  Brockenbrough  was 
wounded  while  gallantly  discharging  his  diity, 
and  Captain  Wooding  badly  shot  while  acting  as 
gunner  to  one  of  his  pieces.  Being  badly  sup- 
ported by  the  infantry  in  their  rear,  after  severe 
losses  in  officers,  men,  and  horses,  the  batteriM 
of  Captain  Broekenbrough's  command  were  with- 
drawn, as  they  would  have  been  lost  so  soon  as 
the  enemy  seized  the  point  of  woods  to  their 
right  and  rear,  as  they  did.  The  ammunition  in 
Captain  Rainess  battery  (commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant Statham)  was  so  defective  (from  the  bad 
fuses,  I  think)  that,  none  of  its  shell  bursting,  it 
was  withdrawn,  and  its  place  supplied  by  the 
Chesapeake  artillery,  of  three  guns,  Lieutenant 
Plater  commanding,  while  a  section  of  Captain 
Latimer's  batter}',  under  his  own  charge,  was 


sent  still  farther  to  the  front  and  left.     These 
latter   pieeee  were  excellently  managed,    and, 
thougk  losing  he«vily  fixito  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters, drove  hmk  their  lines  with  canister, 
and  caused  them  great  loss  by  an  uncommonly 
accurate  and  rapid  shell  fire,  as  they  were  driren 
hack  by  Oenerat  Law's  bri«Mb,  in  their  attempted 
advance.    Lieutenant  McKendree,  of  Carpenter's 
battery,  exhibited  noticeable  resoluttqfi  and  com- 
posure in  managing  his  battery.    On  the  right 
the  enemy,  after  furiously  cannonading  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Walker's  position  till  they  imagined 
his  batteries  crippled,  advanced  then-  infantry. 
One  body  moved  towards  the  point  of  woods  m 
our  eentre,  and  the  other  with  its  front  parallel 
to  the  road  frem  Hamilton's  Crossings  to  tie  river 
road.    When  distant  about  eight  hundtvd  yards, 
Lieutenant^Colonel   Walker^s    batteries   opened 
upon  them  with  great' efiect,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  fifteen  guns,  composed  of  sections  from  the 
batteries  of  Oiptain  Poague,  (Lieutenant  A.  Gra- 
ham   commanding,)    Captain    Watson,    Captain 
Smith,    Captain    Oarber,   one   gun   of  t^aptain 
Danoe's  battery,  «nd  the  Louisiana  Guard  battery, 
three  guns,  were  thrown  into  position  in  the 
plain  to  our  right,  so  as  to  eroes  their  fire  with 
that  of  tlie  guns  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker, 
being  specially  designed  to  check  the  adrance  of 
the  enemy  towards  the  road  from  Hamilton's 
Crossing  to  the  riiwr  road.    These  pieces  were 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Major  Pelham, 
and  were  admirably  managed  and  bravely  fought, 
and    perfectly  accomplished    their    object.    All 
these  batteries  did  not  go  in  at  once,  but  were 
added  as  the  weigltt  of  the  enemy's  fire  seemed 
to  require  it.     Towards  the  dose  of  the  day,  as 
the  enemy's  infantry  -^  driven  from  the  wooas  by 
our  own  —  fell  back  in  confusion  across  the  plain 
under  the  severe  and  accurate  fire  of  the  guns 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker  and  Major  Pel- 
ham,  some  of  the  batteries  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walker's  command,  bttng  short  of  ammunition, 
and  the  men  exhausted  from  working  with  di- 
minished numbers,  were  relieved  by  a  section  of 
Lusk's  baltery.  Lieutenant  Dowell  commanding, 
and  a  portion  of  the  corps  reserve,  under  Colonel 
J.  Thompson  Brown.    1  shall  have  to  refer  vou 
to  this  officer's  report  as  to  what  batteries  they 
were,  as  I  knew  bat  one  of  them  —  Captain 
Poague's.    Ihey  went  in  under  a  heavy  fire,  and, 
though    sqfiering    much,  were    bravely  fought. 
Some  gfomn  of  Major-Generai  D.  H.  Hill's  divis- 
ion  artillery  were  put  in  at  this  time  on  our 
right,  by  his  chief  of  artillery.  Major  Thomas  H. 
Carter.    As  these  batteries  wen  anknown  to  roe 
through  their  officers,  I*  shall  have  to  refer  you 
to  that'^offioer's  report  as  to  which  they  were. 
They  moved  up  with  the  vest,  under  heavy  fire, 
and  were  well^served. 

It  would  perhaps  be  mvtdioos  to  attempt  to 
discriminate  among  offieere  and  mmi,  where  then 
were  so  many  fine  examples  of  courage  and  devo- 
tion ;  and  I  fear  I  may  have  alreaiy  done  injus- 
tice Ml  mentioning  some  to  the  exclusion  of  others, 
but  I  trusi,  the  leports  of  other  officers  #ill  set 
it  aU  right    I  beg,  however,  to  call  your  special 
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attention  to  the  valtMtble  and  gailant  senrtces  of 
lieutenani-ColoMl  W«lk«r  and  Mi^  PelfaMn. 
The  position  in  which  Colonel  Walker  was  placed 
was  peculiadf  try^^^  from  his  being  required  to 
endure,  for  a  ioag  tune,  a  Tery  heavy  fire  without 
replying  ta  it.  Colonel  J.  Thompson  Brown, 
conmaadiiig  die  co^  reaerre,  alao  displayed 
noticeable  coolness  and  judgment  in  taking  his 
guns  in  to  xelieve  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker 
under  a  serere  fire. 

We  lost  no  pieces;  nor  dfd  we  capture  any. 
lieutenant  Plater  had  a  gah  (fisabM  and  a  Hm- 
Wr  exploded.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker  had 
a  gun  disabled  and  a  eaisson  and  fimber  exploded, 
and  Colonel  Brown  a  gun  disabled,  as  also  dSd 
the  Louisiami  Otiard  battery.  No  earriaffes  or 
parts  of  cflrriages  wave  lost  by  us.  The  dnabled 
guM  were  of  course  brought  off.  The  loss  in 
horses,  and  the  nature  of  the  ground,  together 
with  the  poiition  of  the  enemy's  batteries  and 
their  numben,  effaefeivdy  prevented  any  adyanee 
of  our  batteries  as  their  infantry  Ml  back,  and 
before  fmh  batteries  eonld  get  in,  their  line  was 
reformed  near  the  river  road,  and  it  was  nearty 
nigfati 

I  cannot  elose  this  report  wHhoiit  calling  your 

attention  to  the  great  defect  in  the  ammunition 

we  used,  by  which  few  of  oar  shells  bnrst.     My 

own  observation  entireiy  eonfirmed  the  numerous 

complaints   made  to    me    from    the   batteries. 

Muck  if  not  most,  of  this  diffioultv  is,  I  am 

latisBed,  justly  attributable  to  the  fuses. 

I  have  the%onor  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  senrant, 

S.  Chxttchpield, 
Cokiiiei»  sad  Cbief  of  ArtWerjr  Sessud  Corps. 

BEPOKT   OF  LI£UT.-COLON£L  ALEXANDKft. 


HsAOQUABeais  AwrjUMur  Bbsbrtb  battalion,  / 

i>MeBiber  20,  imt.    \ 

To  Major  Q.  M.  8omU,  A^^tOani-Omeral  Fw9i 

Corps  : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  salwit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  opevalioBs  of  the  artillery 
bitt^iion  under  my  command  during  the  recent 
bontiiities : 

At  dawn  on  the  eleventh  instant,  on  the  firing 
of  tot'  signal  guos,  I  moved  from  camp,  and  posted 
Captain  Hhatt's  heavy  battery  in  pitswUch  Iw  had 

nrpared  on  the  hill  south  of  the  plank  jroad,  over- 
soLing  the  entire  country  in  front  and  the  opfwite 
bock  of  the  river,  at  a  distance  of  one  mile  aoa  a  half. 
Ci|)tain  Parker'atwo  rifles  were  pkoedin  pits  whioh 
ht  had  built  near  Slansborv's  hom%commandiag 
the  entire  flat*  in  front  aiid*the  opposite  bank  of 
ttie  river.  His  howtCaeia  were  oonceaied  Mitnd 
^UoAbiuys  hoMe,  in  aost  adauiable  poritions 
Ajt  appo.«ing  any  advanoe  of  the  enemy  on  the 
north  of  the  town.  The  battease  maintained 
the«s  poaitioaa  during  the  wlioie  oco«|iatioB  of 
the  city  by  the  eaemy.    The  batteries  of  Cap- 


I 


t^uns  JotcLm,  Mmo4f9  nA  Woolfoik  were  held 
roooealed  in  rear  of  tha  plateaa,  back  of  Stan*- 
hvya  haeiie,  veady  to  moye  oitl  upon  i^at  the 
■ppearanoe  of  the  enemy's  infantiy,  or  to  any 


other  point  of  our  line  needing  reenforements. 
The  canaoneers  of  Captain  Jordan's  and  Wool- 
folk's  batterin  were  meanwhile  employed,  con- 
cealed by  the  omst,  in  making  small  pits  on  the 
most  favorable  points  of  thp  plateau,  and  event- 
ually finished  eight,  in  addition  to  those  already 
there,  which  would  have  cost  the  enemy  severe- 
ly, had  he  attempted  any  advance  north  of  the 
tovm.  This  disposition  of  my  batteries  remained 
unchanged  during  the  eleventh  and  twelfth.  On 
the  twelfth,  onr  iniwitry  having  evacuated  the 
town,  Captain  Khett's  and  Captain  Park  el's  bat- 
teries opened  their  rifles  occasionally  at  the  posi- 
tion of  the  principal  pontoon  bridges  of  the 
enem^.  Captain  Rhett  also  enfilading  two  of  the 
principal  streets.  These  fires  invariably  elicited 
prompt  and  heavy  responses  from  the  enemy, 
from  which,  however,  our  pits  saved  us  nearly  ail 
damage.  On  the  mevBinp^  of  the  thirteenth,  this 
firing  was  continued^  aided  by  three  twelve- 
pounder  guns  of  Captain  Moody's  battery,  in  a 
new  position  north  of  the  plank  road,  opposite 
Captain  Rhett,  whence  the  street  leading  to  the 
pontoon  bridge  could  be  enfiladed.  This  latter 
fat  at  once  attracted  a  reply  from  every  battery 
of  the  enemy's  in  reach,  and  caused  us  slight  loss. 
Captain  Moody,  however,  still  held  the  position, 
sheltering  his  men  when  not  firing.  The  enemy 
shelled  tnis  position  not  only  all  day,  but  every 
day  of  their  occupation  of  the  city  afterwards, 
whence  I  infer  that  our  fire  must  have  caused 
them  much  annoyance.  I  afterwards  made  pits 
in  this  position  u>r  guns,  with  Captains  Moody's 
and  Rhett's  cannoneers,  but  they  were  only  com- 
pleted on  the  morning  of  the  enemy's  evacuation. 
At  twenty  minutes  to  four  p.  M.  of  the  thirteenth, 
I  received  an  order  to  rdieve  the  Washington 
artillery  on  Marj-e's  Hill,  their  ammunftion  being 
nearly  exhaustea.  I  at  onee  hastened  there,  with 
Captain  Woolfolk's  battery.  Captain  Moody's 
twelve-pounder  guns,  and  two  guns  of  Captain 
Jordan's  battery,  and  occupied  the  pits  under  a 
heavy  fire,  which  caused  three  fourths  of  my  en- 
tire loss,  while  galloping  up.  The  enemy  weie 
abeady  within  three  hundred  yards,  and  seeing 
the  Washington  artillery  leave,  after  so  protracted 
and  gaUant  a  defence,  cheered  and  pressed  on 
heaviiy,  eided  by  three  batteriaB,  which  opened 
from  the  edge  of  the  town,  and  their  Une  of 
heavy  guM  on  the  opposite  bank.  Disregarding 
the  kiMer,  we  poured  a  rapid  and  ranrderous  fire 
on  the  former  and  their  advancing  infantry,  under 
wiyeh,  and  the  mconrate  aim  of  our  veteran  infan- 
try b(Mieath  us,  they  were  soon  driven  to  shelter 
beUMl  the  houses  of  the  town.  About  dark  the 
remaining  section  of  Captain  Jordan's  battery 
was  brought  up,  one  gun  replacing  a  damaged 
gun  of  Captain  Maurin's  in  a  pit  left  of  the  plank 
read,  and  the  other  remaining  near,  under  the 
control  of  General  Ransom,  for  any  emergency. 
Aboot  seven  p.-m.,  the  enemy,  said  to  have  been 
Sykes's  diriaion  of  regulars,  again  advanced, 
under  cover  of  darkness,  until  opened  on  by  our 
infentry  below.  My  gnns  opened  with  canister 
and  case-shot  at  the  flashes  of  their  muskets,  and 
this,  their  last  repulse,  was  said  to  have  been 
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the  Moodiest.  At  dawn  on  the  fomteenth  My 
onljr  remaising  ffuns  in  reseire,  Moody's  two 
twent^^-four-pouncwr  howitien  aai  one  rifle  of 
Captain  Jordan's,  relieved  the  renainder  c^  Gap- 
tain  Maurin's  battei^y  in  the  pits  left  of  the  plank 
road ;  and  two  twelv«i|iouaaer  guns  of  Moody's 
and  two  six-po«nder  guns  of  Captain  Wo<rffolk'8 
were  relieVed  by  brigade  batteries,  being  out  of 
ammunitioD.  On  the  fourteenth  we  fired  but  few 
shot,  and  only  at  bodies  of  the  enemy's  infentry, 
being  compelled  to  econcMBiw  ammunition.  On 
the  night  of  the  fourteenth  Captain  Parker  die- 
covered  a  position  enttading  the  canal  valley,  m 
front  of  the  town,  and  two  pits  were  constnioted 
at  it,  which  I  ocenpied  before  day  with  Moody's 
twelve-pounder  guns.  When  the  fog  lifted,  the 
reserves  of  the  enemy's  pickets  could  be  seen 
lying  flat  on  their  faces  in  the,vaHey ;  in  tJbe  lan- 
guage of  General  BurnaUet.*' holding  the  §nt 
ridge."  A  few  well'-directed  diots  by  Captain 
Moody  soon,  however,  bn^e  this  h<^d,  and  all 
who  could  hot  find  fresh  shelter  fled  in  eonfusion 
to  the  city,  under  the  fire  of  our  sharpshooters 
and  several  ^ns  immediately  in  iheir  roar. 
This,  with  a  single  shot  fai  thie  briek  tannery, 
broke  up  entirely  the  annoying  fire  of  sharp- 
shooters, under  which  we  sii^red  oonsiderabiy 
the  dav  before ;  and  for  the  rest  of  the  day  we 
worked  openly  in  our  pita,  and  fired  at  all  bodies 
of  infantiy  appearing  m  town,  unannoyed.  That 
night  the  town  was  evacuated,  lify  especial 
thanks  are  due  lo  Major  J.  R.  C.  Lewis,  far  his 
cool  and  efficient  oo6peration  in  Uie  execution  of 
all  orders.  The  left  of  our  line  of  batteries  was. 
under  his  speeial  supervision  for  the  last  two 
days.  I  desire  also  to  express  here  my  high  ap- 
preciation of  the  gallantry  and  efficiency  of  Cap- 
tains Jordan,  Rhett,  Moody,  Woolfolk,  and  Par- 
ker, before  attested  on  taany  a  hard-fought  field, 
and  fully  corroborated  on  tms.  Captain  Eubimk, 
with  the  reowdning  battery  of  my  battalion,  is 
absent  on  detached  service.  Dr.  Qray,  surgeon. 
Captain  Franklin,  quartermaster,  and  Lieutenant 
Vaugban,  oonunissary,  managed  their  respective 
departments  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  My  ad- 
jutant, Lieutenant  T.  Henderson  Bnnth,  carried 
and  executed  my  orders,  under  all  eireumatanees, 
with  eoolness  and  judgment  My  espeeial  thanks 
are  also  due  to  C.  S.  Cadet  Joseph  C.  UaskeU,  of 
South  Carolina,  who  volunteered  me  hia  services, 
and  rendered  me  indispensable  aaaistano»  in  the 
supervision  of  ao  extensive  a  eommand.  I  beg 
leave  to  recomaend  him  to  the  War  Department 
for  promotion.  Lieutenants  Oilien,  Wilson,  Bur- 
roughs, Terrill,  and  Woolfolk,  are  mentioMd  in 
high  terms  by  their  captains,  as  are  also  Sergeant 
Ciaee,  of  Moody's,  and  Private  England,  of  Wool- 
folk's  battery.  The  latter,  unfortunately,  wes 
killed.  I  was  personally  inypressed  with  the 
bearing  of  Lieutenant  J.  llonneil  Smith,  of  Jor- 
dan's batterer,  oommandmg  a  section  in  the  nttaek 
on  the  evemng  of  the  thirteenth.  Corporal  Lock- 
wood,  of  his  company,  a  most  gallant  soldier, 
whom  I  also  noticed  piurticulariy,  was  wounded,  I 
fear  mortally,  in  the  night  attaek.    Our  entire 


kne  waa  one  killed,  ten  wounded,  and  fifteen 

haraes.    #nt  thousand  and  eighty  rouaods  of  am- 

muaition  were  expended. 

I  am,  Major,  very  reeneetfoiy. 

Your  oheuient  servant, 

£.  P.  Albkaxder, 
LieateBsnt-GoloiMl,  eomaisn<ttng  Battalion. 

BBPOBT  OF  COLONEL  HUMPHRIES. 

Headquarters  Twenty-First  Mississippi  » 
KsoucitNT,  OeoembsT  17, 18cij.     { 

To  William  Bmksdal-e,  Briff^dier-Ocneral,  com- 

mmidin0  Third  Bripad^: 

OlirERAir:  As  soon  as  the  signal  guns,  on  the 
morning  of  the  eleventh  instant,  announced  the 
advance  of  the  enemy,  I  moved  tlM  Twenty-first 
regiiaant  from  camp,  and  acrived  at  the  market- 
hous0  in  Fredericksburg  at  day-dawn,  when,  in 
obedience  to  your  ordera,  I  detached  the  right 
wing,  under  Mcjor  Moody,  to  go  to  the  support 
of  Captain  Govan,  of  the  Seventeenth  regiment, 
who  was  guarding  the  wliarf  on  the  Happakan- 
nock,  and  then  engaged  with  the  enemy.  I  saw 
no  more  of  that  portion  of  the  regiment  during 
the  dav,  and  respectfully  refer  you  to  Major 
Moodv^s  report  of  hii  operations.  The  lefl  wing 
I  held  in  reserve  at  the  market-house,  with  in- 
structions to  support  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fixer, 
of  the  Seventeenth  reginent,  at  the  upper  pon- 
toon, constructed  by  vm  eaen^  or  Captain  Go- 
van,  if  needed. 

About  one  o*cloek,  I  waa  ordered  to  go  to  the 
relief  of  Colonel  Fiaer,  but,  oaring  to  a  mistake 
of  my  guide  as  to  the  position  of  Colonel  Fizer,  I 
was  conduoted  several  hundMd  yards  above,  to  a 
very  exposed  position,  from  which  the  enemy 
forced  ma  to  retire,  by  a  heavy  fire  from  their 
artillery.  I  returned  to  the  market-house,  and 
received  orders  to  advance  to  the  river  and  resist 
any  advance  of  the  enemy,  who  hmi  thea  suc- 
ceeded in  forcing  a  passage  of  the  river,  and  were 
engaged  wish  Lieulenant4]lolonel  Fieer  and  Col- 
onel Carter,  of  the  Nineteenth  regiment.  I  de- 
tached Caftain  Benfue,  with  his  company,  to  the 
foot  of  William  Street,  and  Captain  Green,  with 
his  company,  to  the  foot  of  tne  street  leading 
from  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  placed  Captains 
Stampe,  Sims,  and  Gibson,  with  their  compa- 
nies, on  Main  Street  By  thia  time  it  was  dark. 
Captain  8reen  discovered  the  miem^  advancing 
slowly  down  the  river  bank,  and  immediately 
opeaed  fire  .upon  him,  and  stubbornly  resisted 
until,  stricken  down  by  n  minie  ball,  lus  compa- 
ny fhM  baok,  hearing  his  body  with  them.  The 
enemy,  pursuing,  charged  up  the  street.  Cap- 
tains Stflosps,  l^ns,  and  Gibson  opened  n  galling 
fire  upon  lum,  and  drove  him  9&  the  streets,  up 
towaids  the  nonteon  hiidge,  aad  held  him  in 
oheck  umii  aoout  seven  o'dock,  when  I  was  or- 
dered to  withdraw  my  troops  frwn  the  city,  and 
form  a  Una  of  battle  at  the  fout  of  the  hill,  on  the 
Telegmph  road,  where  I  remained  until  I  was  re- 
lievud  by  the  gattant  and  lameied  Qeneral  Cobb, 
iphen  I  moved  baek  to  eamp. 
•  During  the  whole  day  we  wuve  «tfoaed  to  s 
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beary  firft  from  the  enemy**  batteries,  posted  on 
the  opposite  lieighto,  Bllekeriiig  omeKeg  es  we 
coald  behind  honses,  ienoee,  ete. 

The  oflBcen  and  mai  obeyed  erery  oxder  with 
promptneoB  and  alaerity,  and  maintained  every 
position  with  a  promptiiesB  and  constancy  worthy 
of  all  praise. 

The  Twenty-first  r«|pmeai  lost,  during  the  day, 
eifrht  killed,  twenty-fiye  wounded  and  ^rteed 
mift'ting. 

Very  respectfully,  yoitr  obedient  aeryant, 

BClflAMIN   G.  HtTMPHRlES, 
Colonel,  oomnumittng  Twenty-ftnt  K«ffiiieiit 

JiiMisaipiii  Voluntears. 

&SFOET  or  COLOMKL  GABBLL. 

CASfP  ZHBAR  FSEDBRlCKaBURQ,  VtROXim,  ) 

]>eoiimber  25, 1809.     i 
Mafnr  Jemteg  M.  Ooggin,  A.  A.  G. : 

Major:  Im  ooniormily  with  instnietimiSy  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foU owing  report  of 
the  conduct  and  aenriees  of  the  artlUery,  plaeed 
under  my  comnMnd,  during  tiie  recent  engage- 
ment: 

The  division  of  Major-O«neral  McLaws  arriv- 
ing  here  at  the  head  of  the  column  on  Thursday, 
the  twentieth,  by  a  sapid  movement,  to  intercept 
the  threatened  advance  of  the  enemy  at  Freder- 
icksburg, it  devolved  upon  roe,  under  the  direction 
of  Mi^-Genenl  McLaws,  to  |^ace  the  artillery 
in  potiition  and  prepare  for  their  attack.    It  had 
been  represented  that  the  hilk  of  the  Stafford 
side  of  the  Rappahanfisck  completely  commanded 
the  heights  on  this  side.    This  was  apparently  the 
case  on  the  first  view  of  the  position,  the  upper 
range  of  hills  being  then  covered  with  forest. 
Anticipating  that  the  enemy,  who  were  in  large 
force  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  would  im- 
mediately attempt  to  force  the  pcuaage  of  the 
river,  prepMstions  were  at  once  msfde  for  resist- 
ance.   Uowever,  the  enemy  not  attempting  a 
passage  theii»  in  a  very  sm»rt  tino-the  whole 
scheme  of  defence  was  arranged.    About  a  mile 
above  Fredericksburg,  at  Dr.  John  R.  Taylor's 
residence,  the  land  nses  abruptly  from  the  river 
to  great  elevation  to  the  upper  heights.    These 
upper  heights,  however,  rapidly  recede  from  the 
nver  bank,  and  then  take  a  coarse  nearly  parallel 
with,  but  at  considerable  distanee  from,  the  river. 
These  hilki,  shortly  below  the  right  of  the  posi- 
tion of  this  division,  rapidly  diminish  until  near 
Hamilton's  Crossing,  where  they  have  verviBcon- 
sidemble  elevation.    The  hills  on  the  other  side 
are  nmch  nearer  the  river,    litis  gave  the  enemy 
great  advantage  m  an  attempt  to  erois  the  river, 
and  m  shelhng  his  troops  after  they  passed 
over.    On  our  light,  and  shortlv  below  ^reder- 
ickshurg,  their  whole  army  eould,  and  a  large 
portion  of  it  did,  deploy  on  this  side  of  the  riiver 
m  almost  perfect  aeeunty  from  our  artillery.    At 
the  same  time,  being  nnder  the  cover  of  their 
artillery  on  the  Stafford  side  of  the  riveiv  they 
vere  nearly  as  secure  from  an  attack  by  o«r  in- 
fsntry.    A    knowledge   of  this    foet    probaUy 
indiaead  Gvnerai  Bmrnside  to  erase  the  aaer ;  and 
his  boast  that,  after  the  fight  of  Saturday,  he 


isBiakied  two  dayis  an  the  plain,  waiting  and 
inviting  an  attack  from  us,  is  sin^^y  ridiculous. 
But  near  Di^  Taylor's  house,  where  the  upper 
heights  comraeaoe  to  recede  from  the  river,  a 
lower  ranp:e  of  hills  eemuencas,  which,  though 
^eo  reeaiing  from,  keeps-much  nearer,  the  river. 
This  lower  raofe  of  hills  iemunales  abruptly  with 
Marye's  Hill,  imteedtatsly  in  saar  of  the  town  of 
Fredericksburg  —  the  hill  then  having  almost  the 
appearance  oi  a  promontorv,  the  low  ffrounds 
extendifig  about  eight  hundred  jards  hmi*^  to  the 
base  of  the  upper  heights.    This  lower  range  of 
hills  is  much  lower  than  the  hills  on  the  Stafford 
side  of  the  river,  and  is  cosHBanded  by  the 
enemy's  artillery.    The  iiosilion  of  our  artiliery 
sad  infantry,  made  by  Mi^-General  McLaws, 
was  certainly  most  happy  to  countervail  the  disad- 
vantages of  our  position.    While  the  whole  line 
was  iwder  my  diiatlwa,  I  h#d  recommended  that 
^rt-range  guns  should  be.  placed  on  the  decliv- 
ity on  ea&  side  of  Marye's  house,  between  the 
house  and  the  stone  wall,  where  our  infantry  were 
drawn  up  during  the  battle.    1  had  recommended 
this,  in  addition  to  the  guns  on  the  crest  of  the 
hill,  m  order  to  sweep  the  plaaii  in  front.    The 
impossibility  of  giving  guas  on  the  crest  of  an 
abrupt    IdH  -suilcient    d^^ression    gives    great 
advantages  to  a  column  of  in&ntry,  who,  by 
making  a  rapid  charge,  soon  find  themselves 
completely  protected  from  the  artillery  on  the 
hills.    I  had  also  recemmeuded  that  guns  should 
be  placed  on  the  northern  side  of  the  plank  road, 
on  the  hills  that  sweep  towards  the  upper  part 
of  Frederiekabuig,  as  if  for  its  protection.    These 
positions  would  havo  given  a  complete  enfilading 
fire  upon  the  enemy  advancinf  upon  Mar}'e*8 
HUl,  and  alao  upoA  their  forces  massed  ia  front 
of,  but  protected  l^  the  confermalioa  of  the 
ground  from  the  fire  or  even  sight  of  the  gunners 
on  the  creat  of  the  hiU.    These  dispositions^  for 
some  reasons,  were  not  made.    Had  they  been 
made,  the  lepulse  would  have  been  even  more 
signal,  and  the  vietoiy  eveu  mare  complete,  than 
we  obtained.    H  is  but  aa  act  of  simple  justice 
to  Major-General  McLaas  to  say  that  the  dis- 
position of  the  ai«illevy,  in  other  respects,  was 
such  as  he  had  chosen.    Duriqg  the  whole  of 
Thursday,  the  eleventh  of  Deeamber,  not  a  gun 
was  fired  by  oifr  batteries*  and  our  cannoneers 
stood  quiet  spectators  of  the  enemy's  atteaipt  to 
cross  the  siver.    The  MMoqr'e  caaaon  was  ming 
almost  incessantly,  aad  their  sh^l  fre<^ntly  iell 
near  our  batteries.    The  next  day,  Friday,  upon 
the  upUftine  of  the  fog,  disclosed  to  our  view  the 
lai^nr  portion  of  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy 
upon  this  Mia  of  the  river.    On  the  right  of  my 
position  a  battery  of  Ughi  artillery  was  discov- 
ered in  positioBk    A  lew  w^-directed  shots  from 
our  batteries  caused  this  battery  quftckl|f  to  retire 
to  apositioa  still  forther  to  the  right.    The  first 
positMMi  of  this  battery,  if  rduaed,  would  have 
oeea  very  annoying  to  oar  tro<^,  who  were 
drawn  up  under  the  cover  of  the  woods  and  in 
eoiivenient  range  of  its  guas.    This  battery  then 
tank  posiiioa  on  the  other  side  of  Deep  Creek, 
alongside  of  several   other   batteries^  but   its 
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the  Uoodiest.  At  dawn  on  the  foorteenth  My 
onlf  remaining  ffuni  in  reserye,  Moody's  two 
twenti^-fouMoanoMr  howitsen  aai  one  rifle  of 
Captain  Jordan's,  relieved  the  remainder  of  Cap- 
tain Maurin'a  batlei^y  in  the  pits  left  of  the  plank 
road ;  and  two  twel^o^ponnaer  guns  of  Moody's 
and  two  six-ponnder  guns  of  C^eain  Woolfeftts 
were  relieved  bw  hri|^i4e  batteiiee,  being  ont  of 
ammunition.  On  the  fourteenth  we  fired  but  few 
shot,  and  only  at  bodies  of  the  enemy's  inAntry, 
being  compelled  to  econoHiae  ammunition.  On 
the  night  of  the  fourteenth  Captain  Parker  die- 
covered  a  position  enttading  the  canal  vaUey,  in 
front  of  the  town,  and  two  pita  were  conatrueted 
at  it,  which  I  ooenpied  before  day  with  Moody's 
twelve-pounder  guns.  When  the  fog  lifted,  the 
reserves  of  the  enemy's  pickets  could  be  seen 
lying  flat  on  their  faces  in  the^vaHey ;  in  the  kn- 
goage  of  General  Burnsidn» .'' holding  the  §nt 
ridge."  A  few  well-directed  riiots  by  Captain 
Moody  soon,  however,  broke  this  hold,  and  all 
who  could  hot  find  fresh  shelter  fied  in  eonfusion 
to  the  city,  under  the  fire  of  our  sharpshooters 
and  several  ^ans  kmnediately  in  their  rear. 
This,  with  a  swgle  shot  fai  th«  brick  tannery, 
broke  up  entirely  the  annoying  fire  of  shaip- 
ahooters,  under  which  we  suffered  oonsidenbly 
the  dav  before;  and  for  the  rest  of  the  day  we 
worked  openly  in  our  pits,  and  fired  at  all  bodies 
of  infantry  appearing  m  town,  unannoved.  That 
night  the  town  was  evacuated.  My  especial 
thanks  are  due  to  Major  J.  R.  C.  Lewis,  for  his 
cool  and  efficient  cooperation  in  the  execution  of 
all  orders.  The  left  of  our  line  of  batteries  was 
under  his  special  supervision  for  the  last  two 
days.  I  desire  also  to  express  here  my  high  ap- 
preciation of  the  gallantry  and  efficiency  or  Cap- 
tains Jordan,  Hhett,  Moody,  Woolfolk,  and  Par- 
ker, before  aiteated  on  many  a  hard-fought  field, 
and  fully  corroborated  on  tms.  Captain  Eubank, 
with  the  reuMdning  battery  of  my  battalion,  is 
absent  on  detached  service.  Dr.  Qray,  surgeon, 
Captain  Franklin,  qnartermaster,  and  Lieutenant 
Vaugban,  oommissary,  managed  their  respective 
departments  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  My  ad- 
jutant. Lieutenant  T.  Henderson  Smith,  carried 
and  executed  my  orders,  under  all  cirouraetanees, 
with  eoolness  and  judgment  My  especial  thanks 
are  also  due  to  C.  S.  Cadet  Joseph  C.  Uaskeli,  of 
South  Carolina,  who  v(duttteered  me  hia  serviees, 
and  rendered  me  indispensable  asaistano*  in  the 
supervision  of  so  extensive  a  eomnmnd.  I  beg 
leave  to  recomasend  him  to  the  War  Department 
for  promotion.  Liontenants  Oillen,  Wilson,  Bur- 
roughs, Territt,  and  Woolfolk,  are  mentioMd  in 
high  terms  by  their  captains,  as  are  also  Sergeant 
Ciaoo,  of  Mood/a,  and  Private  England,  of  Wool- 
folk's  battery.  'The  latter,  unfortnnately,  wOs 
killed.  I  wns  personally  inypresAod  with  the 
bearing  of  Lieutenant  J.  jDonneU  Smith,  of  Jor- 
dan's batterjr,  commanding  a  section  in  the  Utank 
on  the  evenrog  of  the  thirteenth.  Corporal  Lock- 
wood,  of  his  oompany,  a  most  gallant  soldier, 
whom  I  also  noticed  paiticuhuriy,  was  wounded,  I 
fear  owrtally,  in  the  mght  attiMk.    Our  entire 


loss  was  one  killed,  ten  wounded,  and  fifteen 

horses.    #nt  thousand  oAid  eiglity  rounds  of  am- 

muaition  were  expended. 

I  am,  Major,  very  reapectfuiy. 

Your  obanient  servant, 

E.  P.  Albkander, 
Ueuteaaut-Coloml,  9onman4kag  Itettalioa. 


BEPOBT  OF  C()L0NE;L  HUMPHRIES. 

Headquarters  Twbntt-First  Hisstssippi 
BjcaiiiiENT,  peoemW  17,  is&f. 


1 

To  William  BwksdaU,  Briff^dier-General,  com- 

ifUHMiinf  Third  Bripad^ : 

QwKEBAUi  As  soon  as  the  signal  guns,  on  the 
morning  of  the  eleventh  instant,  announced  the 
advance  of  the  enemy,  I  moved  tha  Twenty-first 
regimant  from  camp,  and  acrived  at  the  market- 
houas  in  Fredericksburg  at  day-dawn,  when,  in 
obedience  to  your  orders,  I  detached  the  right 
wing,  under  Major  Moody,  to  go  to  the  support 
of  Captain  Oovan,  of  the  Seventeenth  regiment, 
who  waa  guarding  the  wliarf  on  the  Kappaban- 
nock,  and  then  engaged  with  the  enemy.  I  saw 
no  more  of  that  portion  of  the  regiment  during 
the  day,  and  respectfully  refer  you  to  Major 
Moodv'a  report  of  his  operations.  The  left  wmg 
I  held  in  reserve  at  the  OMurket-house,  with  in- 
structions to  anpport  Lioulennnt-Colonel  Fizer, 
of  the  Seventeentn  regiment,  at  the  upper  pon- 
toon, constructed  by  Uie  enemy^  or  Captain  Go- 
van,  if  needed.  ^ 

About  one  o'clock,  I  waa  ordered  to  go  to  the 
relief  of  Colonel  Fioer,  but,  oaring  to  a  mistake 
of  my  guide  as  to  the  position  of  Colonel  Fizer,  ] 
was  conducted  several  hundred  yards  above,  to  a 
very  exposed  position,  from  which  the  enem) 
forced  ma  to  retire,  by  a  heavy  fire  from  theii 
artillery.  I  returned  to  the  market-house,  and 
received  orders  to  advance  to  the  river  and  resist 
any  advance  of  the  enemy,  who  hmd.  then  auc* 
ceeded  in  fmrcin^  a  passage  of  the  river,  and  were 
engaged  with  Liettlenant^olonel  Fiaer  and  Col* 
onel  Carter,  of  the  Nineteenth  regiment.  I  de- 
tached Caplam  Benfue,  with  his  oompany,  to  the 
foot  oi  William  Street,  and  Captain  Green,  wit  I 
his  company,  to  the  foot  of  tne  atreet  leading 
from  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  placed  Captains 
Stamps,  Sims,  and  Gibson,  with  their  compa< 
nice,  on  Main  Street.  By  this  tinw  it  was  dark 
Captain  0reen  discoverad  the  enemy  advancing 
slowly  down  the  river  bank,  and  immediatelj 
opeaad  fire  .upon  him,  and  stubbornly  resistec 
until,  stricken  down  bjr  a  minie  ball,  ms  comi>a 
ny  fell  ba^,  bearing  hia  body  with  them.  1  h^ 
enemft  pwrsniny,  charged  up  the  street.  Cap^ 
tains  Staapa,  Suns,  and  Gibson  opened  a  galliii| 
§se  npon  mm,  and  drove  him  off  the  streets,  u] 
towaids  the  pontoon  hridge,  aad  held  him  ii 
oheck  until  about  seven  o'clock,  when  I  was  or 
dered  to  withdraw  my  troops  from  the  city,  ant 
form  a  lina  of  battle  at  the  font  of  the  hill,  on  th 
Telegraph  road,  where  I  remained  until  I  was  re 
lieved  by  the  gallant  and  lamsisd  Qtneral  Cobt] 
tphen  I  moived  back  to  eamp. 
•  Dwteg  tha  whole  day  we^rare  OBpnaad  to   ; 
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hnry  fixe  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  posted  on 
the  opposite  hei||hts,  sheering  omeKes  es  we 
could  bekind  hovses,  lenses,  ete. 

The  oflBcers  and  men  obeyed  oTery  order  with 
promptness  and  alaerity,  and  maintained  every 
po^itioQ  with  a  promptness  and  constancy  worthy 
of  all  praise. 

The  Twenty-first  re|pmeai  lost,  during  the  day, 
ei^ht  killed,  twenty-five  wounded  imd  thirteeil 
missing. 

Very  xespeetfully,  yotir  obedient  servant, 
Benjamin  O.  Humphries, 

<MoneI,  oomniMidiiigf  Twenty-flrst  Reiflment 

Miaaisaipiii  Volnntean. 

BSPQKT  OF  COLOKKL  CABELL. 

Camp  ITEAB  FBEDEBICKSBVSQ,  YlBGITfUi,  > 

DeoMBber  26, 1809.     ) 
Uejnr  Jfgmea  M.  Ooagin,  A,  A*  O, : 

Major:  in  eonrormity  with  instruetionsy  I 
have  the  honor  to  snbmit  the  following  report  of 
the  condnet  and  services  of  the  artillery,  placed 
Qoder  my  comoMmd,  during  the  reeent  engage- 
ment: 

The  division  of  Major-General  McLaws  arriv- 
ing here  at  the  head  of  die  column  on  Thursday, 
the  twentieth,  by  a  sapid  movement,  to  interoept 
the  threatened  advance  of  the  enemy  at  Freder- 
ieksbuTg,it  devolved  upon  me,  under  the  direction 
of  Msjor-Geneml  McLaws,  to  place  the  artillery 
in  position  and  prepare  for  their  attack.    It  had 
been  represented  that  the  hills  of  the  Stafford 
tide  of  the  Rappahanfteck  completely  commanded 
the  heights  on  this  side.    This  was  apparently  the 
cafte  on  the  first  view  of  the  position,  the  upper 
range  of  luUs  being  then  oovered  with  forest 
Anticipating  that  the  enemy,  who  were  in  large 
force  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  would  im- 
mediately attempt  to  force  the  passage  of  the 
river,  preparations  were  at  once  mtfde  for  resiat- 
soce.    However,  the  enemy  not  attempting  a 
passage  then,  in  a  very  slwrt  timo-the  whole 
scheme  of  defence  was  arranged.    About  a  mile 
above  Fredericksburg,  at  Dr.  John  R.  Taylor's 
residence,  the  land  nses  abruptly  from  the  river 
to  great  elevation  to  the  upper  heights.    These 
Qpper  heights,  however,  rapidly  recede  from  the 
river  bank,  and  then  take  a  course  nearly  parallel 
with,  but  at  considerable  distance  from,  the  river. 
These  hills,  shortly  below  the  right  oC  the  posi- 
tion of  this  division,  rapidly  diminish  until  near 
Hamiltan's  Crossing,  where  they  have  verviBoon- 
siderable  elevation.    The  hills  on  Uie  other  side 
are  ranch  nearar  the  river.    This  gave  the  enemy 
peat  advantage  in  an  attempt  to  cross  the  river, 
and  in  shellmg  his  troops  affcer  they  passed 
over.    On  our  right,  and  shortly  below  Freder- 
icksburg, their  whole  srmy  could,  and  a  large 
portion  of  it  did,  deploy  en  this  side  of  the  river 
in  almost  perfect  security  from  our  aitillery.    At 
ths  iame  rime,  heing  under  the  oover  oi  their 
artiliery  on  the  Btaffordside  of  the  rivesv  they 
vere  nearly  as  eeouie  from  an  attack  by  our  in- 
fsntry.    A    knowledge   of  this   iut    probnUy 
iDduecd  General  Bumride  to  crose  the  riner ;  and 
bis  boast  thaXf  alter  the  fight  of  Saturday,  he 


Mmakied  two  dayn  in  the  plun,  waiting  and 
inviting  an  attack  from  ua,  is  sin^^y  ridiculous. 
But  ne«r  Di^  Ta^rlor's  house,  whene  the  upper 
heights  commence  to  recede  from  the  river,  a 
lower  ranp^e  of  hills  eemmenoea,  whu^,  though 
dbo  rssiitug  from,  keeps  mueh  nearer,  the  river. 
This  lower  range  of  hills  lerminaies  abruptly  with 
Marve's  Hill,  immediatejhr  in  sear  of  the  town  of 
Fredericksburg  —  the  hiU  then  having  almost  the 
appearance  of  a  promontorv,  the  low  grounds 
estendihg  about  eagfat  hundred  jards  bai^k  to  the 
base  of  the  upper  heights.  This  lower  range  of 
hills  is  much  lower  than  the  hills  on  the  Stafford 
side  of  the  river,  and  vt  commanded  by  the 
enemy's  artillery.  The  nosiiion  of  our  artillery 
and  infiuitry,  made  by  Mf^or-Geaeral  McLaws, 
was  certainly  moat  hap|^  to  countervail  the  disad- 
vantages of  our  p9sicion.  While  the  whole  line 
was  under  my  dinistMi,  I  h#d  recommended  that 
^rt-range  guns  should  be.  placed  on  the  decliv- 
ity on  ea2i  side  of  Marye's  house,  between  the 
house  and  theetone  wall,  where  our  infantry  were 
drawn  up  during  the  battle.  1  had  recommended 
this,  in  addition  to  the  guns  on  the  crest  of  the 
hill,  in  Older  to  sweep  uie  plain  in  front.  The 
tmpossihility  of  giving  guns  on  the  crest  of  an 
abrupt  hiH  -sumeient  depression  gives  great 
advantages  to  a  column  of  inlantry,  who,  by 
making  a  rapid  eharge,  soon  find  themselves 
oompletely  protected  from  the  artillery  on  the 
hyia.  I  had  alao  seeemmended  that  guns  should 
be  placed  on  the  northern  side  of  the  plank  road, 
on  the  hills  that  sweep  towards  the  upper  part 
of  Frederieksbuig,  as  if  for  its  protection.  These 
positions  wotdd  have  given  a  complete  enfilading 
fire  upon  the  enemy  advaneinf  upon  Marye's 
Hill,  mid  also  upoA  their  forces  massed  in  front 
of,  hut  protected  by  the  confermalion  of  the 
ground  from  the  fire  or  even  sight  oi  the  gunners 
on  the  crast  oi  the  hilL  These  dispositions^  for 
some  reaeona,  were  nei  made.  Had  they  been 
made,  the  repulae  would  have  been  even  more 
signal,  and  tae  victory  even  mmre  cooqilete,  than 
we  obtained.  H  is  but  aa  act  of  simple  justice 
to  Major-Oeneml  MoLams  to  say  that  the  dis- 
position of  the  ailillery,  in  other  respects,  was 
such  ae  he  had  ohosen.  Durii^  the  whole  of 
Thtirsday,  the  eleventh  of  l>eeember,  not  a  gun 
was  fired  by  oifr  batterieSf  and  our  cannoneers 
stood  qniet  speetators  of  the  enemy's  attenmt  to 
erosa  she  river.  The  Miemy's  cannon  was  firing 
ahaost  incessantly,  and  their  abell  frequently  fell 
near  our  batteries.  The  nest  day,  Frida^r,  upon 
the  uplifting  of  the  fog,  diaeloeed  to  our  view  the 
lavgnr  portion  of  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy 
upon  this  aide  of  the  river.  On  the  right  of  my 
position  a  battery  e£  light  artillery  was  diacov- 
ered  in  poaitioa.  A  few  weU^irected  shots  from 
aur  batteries  oanaed  this  battary  quickl|f  to  retire 
to  a  poritioa  still  ferther  to  the  righL  The  first 
posilioB  of  this  battery,  if  retained,  wonld  have 
oeen  very  annoying  to  owr  troops,  who  were 
drawn  up  under  the  cover  of  the  woods  and  in 
convenient  range  of  ita  guna.  This  battery  then 
tank  position,  on  the  other  side  of  Deep  Creek, 
alongside  of  several   other   batteries^  but   its 
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effcctireness  was  nesriy  deftrojed  ^y  its  oon- 
pelled  remoTftl  of  position. 

Erery  bsttery  oflleer  receimd  lllv  mtiuctkni 
that  he  was  to  fire  with  great  deliberation,  and  to 
fire  onlv  upon  large  bodies  of  troops.  Of  course, 
some  discretion  was  allowed  to  every  <iAcer,  and 
I  am  happy  to  be  able  %p  state  thai  that  discretion 
was  generally  wvM  exercised.  And  one  of  the 
best  proofs  of  the  effecCSveness  of  our  i)re  whs 
aflbrded  by  their  turning  their  guns  upon  us. 

In  frottt  of  my  position  the  low  groilnds  ex- 
tended in  an  apparent  plain  from  the  base  of 
the  hill  to  the  river  bank.  Through  these  low 
grounds  the  Riefamond  and  Fredericksburg  Rail- 
road and  the  river  road  pass.  Thoneh  apparent- 
ly a  plain,  thertf  are  many  inequanties  of  the 
ground,  which,  with  these  roads,  enabled  the 
enemy  to  mask  Iris  approach.  All  but  ^Ye  of  our 
batteries  were  so  placed  at  to^ommand  net  only 
the  approach  of  tne  enemy  on  our  right,  but  also 
the  Telegraph  road  and  the  abandoned  rail- 
road, called  the  Fredericksburg  and  GordonsviUe 
Railroad.  The  guns  back  of  Howison's  house,  be- 
sides this,  commanded  the  left  of  the  Tele- 
graph road,  and  enabled  us  to  give  an  oblique  and 
almost  enfilading  fire  upon  the  enemy  advancing 
from  the  various  streets  in  Fredericasburg,  and 
who  were  drawn  up  under  the  protection  of  the 
inequalities  of  the  ground  in  mmt  of  Marye's 
Hill.  The  main  battle  on  the  left  was  fought  to 
obtain  this  hill.  Bet#een  this  hill  and  the  town 
of  Fredericksburg,  it  is  said,  the  Rappahannock 
formerly  fio wed.  The  conibrmation  of  tne  ground , 
therefore,  enabled  the  enemy  to  mask  their  troops 
so  as  to  be  oat  of  view  of  our  infatttry,  in  position 
at  the  foot  of  Marve's  Hill,  and  even  from  our 
artillery  on  the  hill  itself.  My  position  enabled 
me  to  observe  the  enemy's  left  flank,  upon  which 
our  guns  opened  a  most  destructive  fire.  It  was 
easy  to  perceive,  from  previous  knowledge  of  the 
ground  and  the  location  «f  their  left  flank,  where 
their  troops  were  massed,  and  omr  batteries,  hav- 
ing an  almost  enfHading  fire,  opened  upon  them. 
Through  the  valley  in  front  of  Marye's  Hill  a 
sluice  for  the  waste  liters  of  the  canal  passes. 
There  is  no  passage  for  the  enemy's  troops 
between  the  road  innnediately  in  front  of  Marye's 
house  and  the  road  leading  directly  from  the  Tele- 
graph road  to  the  depot  of  the  Richmond  and 
Fredericksburg  Railroad.  The  approach  by  this 
latter  road  was  completely  commanded  by  our 
guns.  Several  times  their  advance  was  repulsed 
by  the  well-directed  fire  of  our  batteries. 

Over  a  whole  brigade  was  displaced  and  scat- 
tered in  confusion  to  the  rear.  Once  they  made 
for  the  railroad  cut,  and  several  shells  from  our 
batteiles  exploded  amongst  them  before  they  could 
escape  from  it.  Once  they  charged  by  attempt- 
ing to  cross  the  cut,  running  down  one  side  and 
up  the  other ;  and  again  they  attempted  to  escape 
m  the  tame  manner.  But  on  etch  occasion  a 
murderous  fire  from  our  batteries  caused  them  Co 
retire  preeipitat^y. 

I  am  oonndent  that  not  only  upon  the  approach 
and  the  successive  repulses  of  the  effeeifiy  was  llle 
fire  of  our  batteries  most  efficacious,  but  that 


also  it  did  great  execution  upon  liie  masses  of 
tiK  enemy  ifi  front  of  Mafye's  ViH* 

It  may  be  proper,  also,  fo  state  another  fact  in 
connection  with  the  topography  of  the  battle-field. 
The  right  of  Marye's  Hill  terminates  almo>:t 
precipitously.  The  Telegraph  road  passes  on  the 
right  of  the  hill,  and  then  turns  almost  directly  at 
right  angles  at  the  Ibot  and  in  front  of  the  hill 
*The  railroad  cut  and  embankment  would  have 
enabled  the  enemy  to  come  in  almost  perfect 
security  within  a  short  distance  of  the  right  flank 
of  our  troops,  drawn  up  behind  the  stone  wall  on. 
the  Telegraph  road,  and,  by  a  rapid  charge,  to 
have  our  troops  at  the  most  serious  disadvantn^^e. 
Their  advance  could  not  have  been  effectively 
checked  by  the  artillery  on  Marj'ell  Hill,  owing 
to  tke  confermation  of  the  ground. 

It  is  due  to  the  brave  and  skilful  officers  and 
cannoneers  to  say,  that  their  coed,  welll-directed 
and  most  efllcient  fire  hot  only  aided  materially 
in  repulsing  the  direct  attack  on  Marj-e's  Hill, 
but  in  preventing  the  right  flank  of  this  position 
being  turned  by  the  enemy,  While  saying  this, 
however,  I  wisn  to  give  all  due  praise  to  the  gal- 
lant artfllery  corps  idjo  occupied  so  successfully 
the  crest  of  Marj-e's  Hill.  I  nave  been  thus  dif- 
fuse in  describing  the  topography  of  the  battle- 
field, as  I  think  it  doe  to  our  troops,  both  infantry 
and  artillery,  that  the  fact  should  be  known,  that 
not  to  the  natural  strength  of  our  position,  but 
to  the  skill  and  generalship  of  our  leaders,  and 
the  gallantr}',  courage,  and  well-directed  aim  of 
our  cannoneers  and  mfantrj',  are  we  indebted  for 
our  most  brilliant  victory. 

Forty-eight  guns  were  placed  under  my  charge 
during  the  engagement :  Captain  ReW's  battery, 
three  guns,  occupied  the  position  immediately  to 
the  right  of  the  Telegraph  road.  Next  to  this 
battery,  one  of  the  thirty-pounder  Parrott  guns 
(Richmond  manufactory)  was  placed.  It  was  re- 
placed by  a  Whitworth  gun  of  Captain  Love's 
battery.  Next  on  the  right,  and  on  the  hill  back 
of  Howison's  house,  and  in  the  following  order, 
were  placed  two  six-pounder  smooth-bore  guns 
and  two  ten- pounder  Parrotts,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Macon,  of  the  Richmond  Fayette 
artillery.  The  smooth-bore  guns  fired  only  round 
shot.  Next,  three  pieces,  Parrotts,  of  Captain  R. 
L.  Cooper's  battery.  This  battery  was  with- 
drawn to  another  position,  and  replaced  by  three 
pieces,  one  Parrott  and  two  three-inch  rifles,  of 
Cftpt«in  Branch's  battery.  Next,  two  Parrotts 
of  Captain  Coalter's  batterj',  and  one  thirty- 
pounder  Parrott,  (Richmond  manufactorj.)  This 
gun  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Anderson,  of 
Captain  Ells's  battery.  Both  of  the  Richmond 
guns  did  good  service,  but  exploded  during  the 
engagement.  Next  one  three-inch  rifle,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Taylor,  of  CaptidnEubank's 
battery.  Next,  one  ten-pounder  Parrott,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Blunt,  of  Captain  Denring's 
battery.  Next,  five  pieces,  under  the  command 
of  Major  S.  P.  Hamilton,  consisting  of  two  ten- 
ptjunder  Parrotts,  of  First  company  Richmond 
howitzel*.  Captain  McCarthy,  and  three  rifled 
guns  of  Captain  Ross's  battery.   Captain  Mosely's 
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battery,  six  nieoes,  had  been  olaiMd  in  tbe  smut  of 
Mane^s  Hill,  wlth»«  view  to  ore  upg» the  eaeu^, 
in  case  tkey  su^peedtA  in  taking  that  poaiiion. 
This  battery  occupied  a  position  of  danger  and 
responsibility,  and  their  courage  and  firmnaas, 
under  fire,  ware  well  exhibited.  Of  this  battery, 
tvo  men  were  waanded,  one  horse  killed,  five 
^.ubb'c  horses  and  Captain  Moaaly's  horse  wounded. 

Be«.ides  these*  there  were  twelve  short-range 
pkcei,  under  command  of  Major  Nelson ;  two 
pieces  of  Captain  McCarthys  battery,  and  tliree 
pitces  of  Captain  Coalter*s  battery.  These  guns 
did  not  fire  daring  the  engagement. 

In  the  Yankee  accounts  of  tha  battle, 'it  is 
suted  that  about  one  fil^h  of  the  killed  and 
mounded  wei»  from  the  artillery.  When  it  is 
recollected  that  this  account  takes  in  the  losses 
on  their  left,  where  we  used  but  little  artillery, 
it  Tould  seem  probable  that  their  proportion  of 
.u«««fs  £rom  th^  artillery  ia  the  battle  in  front  of 
Marvels  Hill  was  much  greater* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Major,  very  reapectfullv, 

H.  C.  Cabell, 

Gelonel,  sad  Cliief  of  ArtlUcrr,  MiOor-<^'i^erAl 
HeLavs*s  Division. 

EEPOBT   OP  CAPTAIN   D.   LANG,   OF  EIGHTH 
IXORIDA  REGIMENT. 

HaADWASTSBa  EieBTB  FliOKI9A  BlEOXHRNT,  ) 

December  10,  1862.     { 
Jinjrtr  J.  H.  Whilner,  Assistant  AdjiUafU-Gen- 

*.nl  of  Pern/ s  Brigade: 

)L\JOR:  I  have  the  tonor  to  report  that,  in 
(  nlurmity  with  orders,  I  moved  my  command  on 
rLe  night  of  the  eighth  instant,  above  Frederick s- 
'iriTt  near  the  canal,  and  relieved  the  Twelfth 
Mi>iiNsi|)pi  regiment,  then  on  duty  as  a  reserve 
iv/Fce  for  the  support  of  our  pickets. 

On  the  nuiinung  of  the  eleventh  instant,  at 
a' /'Ut  five  aclock,  I  received  orders  to  report 
vltb  my  commyid  at  once,  at  the  market-house, 
to  Brigadier-General  Barksdale.  Before  reach- 
:n»  the  above  place,  I  was  intercepted  by  General 
Barkbdale,  ana  ordered  to  a  point  on  the  river 
fomiing  the  site  of  the  old  ferry,  and  instructed 
to  confer  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fizer,  com- 
manding; Seventeenth  Mississippi  regiment,  as  to 
the  best  manner  of  disposing  of  my  force  to  pre- 
Tent  the  enemy  from  effecting  a  crossing.  I 
v^  informed  oy  General  Barksdale  that  the 
tnemy  were  attempting  another  crossing  below 
tikr  city,  and,  as  the  pomt  at  that  ford  was  weak, 
i  vas  to  send  three  companies  of  my  command 
t3  urun^then  the  same.  I  immediately  placed 
c^jttipaai^s  A,  F,  and  D,  under  command  or  Cap- 
taia  Boyd,  with  instructions  in  conformity  with 
Lie  above.^  I  then  formed  the  remaining  com- 
panies in  lin<y>f  battle,  in  ;»uch  maimer  as  would 
<^\  rommaad  the  crossing  and  afford  a  cover  for 
my  men.  The  enemy  were  seen  on  the  opposite 
^nk,  drawn  up  in  two  lines  of  battle,  and  his 
pQotoniara  were  busijly  engaged  in  constructing 
1  bridge.  It  was  understooa  between  Colony} 
Fiivr  sad  myself — my  command  being  jn  posi- 
uwi— that  ne  would  open  fixe  and  I  w>u]a  con- 


tinue  the  mmit  Atw«bout  half  past  five  a.  m.  the 
pontoniert  having  advanced  the  bridge  about 
two-thiida  aar^aa  the  river,  the  Seventeenth  Mis- 
sissippi opened  fire,  and  my  command  at  once 
did  the  same,  with  good  effect,  the  enamy  being 
compelled  to  abandon  his  work  and  flee  to  points 
of  security.  The  force  of  the  enemy  supporting 
the  pontoniers  imaediatAy  opaned  a  heavy  fii'e 
with  artillery  and  musketry,  which  was  kept  up 
almost  contmuously  the  whole  day.  E^cn  at- 
tempt of  the  pontanian  to  continue  their  work 
was  met  by  a  well-directed  fire  from  my  com- 
mand. Four  officers  of  my  command  and  about 
twenty  enlisted  men  were  wounjled,  and  seven 
killed,  when  I  was  borne  from  the  field,  having 
received  a  severe  wound  in  the  head.  The  com- 
mand then  devolved  upon  Captain  Love,  wlio 
maintained  the  position,  though  einosed  to  a 
galling  fire  of  shelly  shat,  canister,  ana  musketr^% 
until  about  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  when,  in  accora- 
ance  with  orders,  he  withdrew  his  foroa.  I  regret 
that  the  absence  of  Captain  Boyd,  who  together 
with  the  three  companies  composing  his  com- 
mand are  missiog,  renders  it  impossible  to  give 
a  report  of  the  service  performed  by  him.  It  is 
proper  to  remark  that  Captain  Boyd  regarded  the 
poaition  intrusted  to  him  as  so  exposed,  and  ad- 
mitting of  so  little  means  of  escape,  that  he  ob- 
jected to  occupying  the  same  until  the  order  waa 
repeated.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  my  command 
behaved  in  a  manner  creditable  to  their  State 
and  the  noble  cause  in  which  they  were  eugaged. 
Below  I  furnish  you  with  a  list  of  the  caaualties 
of  the  Eighth  Florida  regiment : 

Captain  D.  Lang,  oommauding  regiment,  seri- 
ously wounded  in  the  head;  Asftstant  Surgeon 
D.  Uooper  lost  a  leg. 

Company  B. — Privates  T.  M.  Gray  and  J.  N. 
Marshall,  killed ;  First  Lieutenant  Hector  Bruce, 
wounded  in  neck,  slight ;  Corporal  Chaiies  Mc- 
Call,  head,  severe;  Corporal  T.  Harper,  hand, 
slight ;  Privates  J.  P.  Bracewell,  abdomen, serious ; 
George  S.  Lambert,  J.  F.  Cos,  J.  IL  Prevalt, 
slight;  J.  B.  Graan,  missing. 

Company  A.  —  Sergaa^  J.  N.  Fielding^ 
wounded,  slightly;  N.  H.  Allman,  missiug. 
Privates  J.  Boatnght,  F.  Briant,  G.  W.  Crawley, 
J.  Driggers,  D.  Howik,  B.  J.  iiedding,  G.  B. 
Boss,  and  A.  WiUiams,  missing. 

Company  C. — Privates  T.  Saundon  and  E. 
Curl,  vsundad,  sevese ;  H.  Baughtiy,  slight. 

Raspaotftilly, 

D.  Lamo, 

Csptain,  oominsnding  fieglmeat. 

REPQST   OF  CAPTAIN  MAUKIN. 

CASff  HSAR  DniMAll*8  PAVS,  • 

DsseiBter  18,  lSfi2.    ( 
To  Qeneral  Ferry : 

Si& :  I  have  the  hoAor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  battery  in  tha  en* 
gagements  before  Fredericksburg : 

The  si^ol  gun  fired  Thurs^lUy  morning,  the 
eleventh  instant,  found  every  man  at  his  post. 
I  had  two  nations  of  my  battery  on  the  field,  the 
first  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Prosper  Landry, 
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and  the  other  b^  lientenaMt  Camile  MoUsm. 
The  four  fint  beetions,  WMMdiotely  on  the  left  «€ 
the  plank  read,  were  the  iKMilkMW  assigned  and 
occapied. 

As  soon  as  the  fog,  iMth  covered  us  until 
aboat  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  liad  disappeared,  the 
enemy  opened  fire  on  me  from  his  enonnottB  field 
batteries  and  heairy  guiMi  on  tlie  opposke  bank  of 
the  river,  his  shots  ndling  arouha,  some  striking 
the  worics,  but  none  doing  any  injury.  This  he 
repeated  at  intervals,  eoin  sscoeeding  day,  but 
with  no  better  result  for  him,  or  none  worse  for 
me.  According  to  wders,  I  withheld  my  fire 
untH  late  in  the  evening,  when  the  enemy  came 
down  to  cross ;  but  the  mcreasing  darkness  pre- 
venting me  from  •seeing  the  efiects  of  my  shots,  I 
ceased  firing. 

Friday  momiiig  a  company  of  sharpshooters 
advanced  on  mv  left;  but  a  few  well-directed 
shots  from  Mollere's  section  drove  them  back 
into  the  town.  The  enemy  was  now  seen  com- 
ing down  in  force  firom  the  opposite  hills,  in  order 
to  cross.  The  distance  was  rather  too  great  for 
much  accuracy ;  yet  a  shell  from  my  ten-pound 
Parrott  proved  e&ctive,  bursting  in  the  midst  of 
an  advancing  column,  causing  it  to  stagger,  mak- 
ing some  run,  and  sending  Uie  mounted  officers 
to  arrest  the  flight  of  the  fugitives.  That  this 
shot  eifectcd  more  than  a  mere  panic  was  attested 
a  short  time  after  b^  the  arrival  on  that  spot  of 
four  ambulances,  wl»eh  returned  with  their  load 
of  killed  and  wounded. 

Saturday  morninffi  a  column  of  the  enemy  be- 
ing seen  crossing  the  street  of  which  the  plank 
road  is  a  prolongation,  a  few  shots  from  the  first 
piece  forced  it  te  take  another  line  of  march,  be- 
nind  the  brow  of  the  hills.  But  when  his  heavy 
columns  debouched  from  the  town,  and  were 
marqhing  across  Uie  valley,  in  line  of  battle,  to 
atlack  our  lines,  the  second  and  third  pieces  were 
the  only  guns  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  on 
them ;  and  so  efiectuallv  did  they  do  this  that  the 
enemy  brought  Ibrwara  immediately,  in  front  of 
the  edge  of  the  town,  eight  piceas,  which  opened 
on  me  so  furiously  that  lliey  succeeded  in  Avert- 
ing my  fire,  but  not  before  I  had  find  more  than 
two  hundred  rounda.  Their  sboH  were  so  well 
directed  that  I  oMild  oriy  Measionally  give  a  round 
to  the  infantry,  whenever  the  opportunity  oceiiived. 
What  hami  1  did  them,  their  smoke,  ae  well  as 
mine,  pievented  me  freni  seeing ;  yet  I  aaw  one 
shell  burst  fairly  aMOUg  one  of  nis  detachments. 
A  regiment  now  came  forward  to  support  them, 
w^ich  was  driven  bask  by  Lieutenant  MoUere's 
section.  It  was  then  that  Captain  Latrobe,  of 
General  Longstreet's  staff,  came  ind  suggested 
the  fvoprie^  of  dislodging  two  or  three  regi- 
ments standnn^  behind  a  steep  hill,  which  not 
only  protected,  l>ut  also  ooncealed  them  from 
our  nen,  on  whom  t^ey  were  evidently  preparing 
to  make  a  charge.  But  my  ten-pound  l^rrott 
coidd  not  be  brought  to  bear  on  them  without 
taking  it  out  of  the  bastion;  and  to  do  this 
were  to  meet  almost  certain  dealh  from  the  guns 
fai  firoat,  which  had  by  this  time  oburined  a  pur- 
feet  range.    However,  the  euggestioa  was  no 


soon«  made  than  lieutenant  Landxy  ordered  it 
out,  and,  together  with  Captsau  Latrobe,  helped 
the  men  to  pull  and  put  it  iu  poaitiou.  It  was 
scarcely  out,  and  not  yet  in  position,  when  can- 
noneer linopier  fell  dead,  pierced  to  the  heart  by 
a  pieee  of  shell.  The  &te  of  their  comrade 
seemed  to  inspire  my  men  witli  renewed  detenui- 
nation,  and,  undaunlad  by  the  shots  of  the  guns 
and  bullets  of  the  sharpshooters,  which  were  fl>ing 
thick  and  fast  around  them,  they  behaved  with 
the  calm  courage  whieh  deserves  the  highest 
praise.  The  piece  was  loaded  and  fired  with  auch 
precision  that  not  one  shot  was  lost,  but  every 
one  telling  with  finghtful  effect.  It  was  loaded 
for  the  fourth  time,  and  was  ready  to  fire,  wlsen  it 
was  disabled  by  a  sheli,  which  broka  a  wheel,  and 
at  the  same  time  wounded  three  men,  (Corporal 
Thomas  Morelli,  whose  skill  as  gunner  cannot  be 
too  highly  priased;  and  cannoneer  Demot  Le- 
blano,  whose  foot  has  amoe  been  amputated,  and 
P.  Perez,  severely  wounded  in  three  different 
places.)  But  the  object  was  aceomplished ;  some 
fled,  some  were  killed}  and  t^M  remainder  dared 
not  leave  their  cover.  At  night  the  broken  ^vheel 
was  replaced  and  the  piece  relieved.  Of  the  first 
piece,  cannoneers  Adblphe  Orilhe  and  F.  Babin 
were  wounded,  the  former  severely  and  the  lat- 
ter slightly.  Three  horses  were  killed  and  two 
wounded. 

Nothing  worth  mentioning  waa  done  au  Sun- 
day. At  night  I  was  relieved  by  Captain  Jordan, 
af^r  having  been  in  position  since  Sunday  night, 
the  first  instant  My  third  section,  of  six-pounder 
guns,  was  not  engaged,  but  on  Sunday  night,  the 
fourteenth  instant,  tt  was  ordered  in  u*ont,  where 
it  is  at  prese];^t,  occupying  works  on  the  left. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  can  but  render 

praise  to  Lieutenants  Landry  ahd  MoUeia,  for  their 

gallant  conduct,  and  to  my  cannoneers  and  drivers. 

Casualties :  one  killed  and  five  wottided ;  three 

horses  killed  and  two  wounded. 

"VSery  respectfully,  your  obedittt  servant, 

V.  Maurin, 
Osptain,  oommanding  DonaldaoDvllle  ArtiUeiy. 


BEPOHT  OF  CAPTAIN  S.  TAUAFESKO.. 

Headquarters  McLaws'b  Division, 
»  Deoember  SB,  ittu. 


I 


Major  J.  M.  Ooggin^  A.  A,  G. : 

Majob:  I  herewith  transmit  to  vou  a  report 
of  the  ordnance  stores  captured  by  this  conunand 
in  lite  recent  batdes  «iround  Frederiduburg.: 

One  thousand  five  hundred  small  ansa;  two 
hundred  thousand  rounds  of  small  arm  ammuni- 
tion; four  hundred  sets  of  aecoutrements;  three 
hundred  knapsacks ;  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
cartridge  boxes,  extra ;  six  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  rounds  twelve-pounder  shell  and  spherical 
case;  one  hundred  and  twenty  twelve-pounder 
shot ;  two  hundred  and  forty  rounds  of  Parrott 
shells,  difierent  calibres ;  two  hundbed  three^nch 
shell,  of  various  kinds. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  the  ahells,  wiuch 
vere  collected  in  the  streets  and  houses,  are  some- 
what damaged,  but  capaUe  of  being  again  ivndered 
serviceable.    The  armi  and  aecoutrements  are, 
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for  the  moit  part,  in  good  eondidoD,  aad  the 
ouJl  uin  ammuflilloB  oninjared*  * 

I  am,  sifi  iMBttfaily, 

Your  obedietit  servant, 

£.  Taliaferro, 

CmfikaiDf  nd  Ovdaance  Oflcer  of  JMrtoloB. 
SEFOBT  or  CAFXAIN  LSWIS. 

HSADQtTARTERS  LEWIS'S  BATTRRY,  ) 

Deoember  18, 1802.    f 
Brigadier*  Cfeneral  WUeo/c,  ^tmnmanding  Brigade  : 

General:  I  beg  to  submit  the  foUpwiBg 
report  c/i  the  part  teken  by  my  battery  in  the 
Uttle  fbaeht  before  Frederiekaborg  t^ 

I  was  pfaiced  in  position  on  the  hill  immediately 
opposite  the  #ird  between  Fahnouth  and  Freder- 
idiRburg,  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-thifd  of 
November,  and  eommenced  throwing  up  earth- 
works to  prote^  the  guns  and  cannoneers,  whieh 
vere  eomplelad  before  ttm  enemy  attempted  to 
ooes  thenrer. 

On  Tfanrsday  morning,  the  eleventh  of  Decem- 
ber, after  the  signal  guns  were  fired,  we  were 
tt  our  guns,  ready  for  action,  and  there  remained, 
without  firing  a  gun,  until  late  in  the  evening, 
when  I  saw  a  column  of  infantry  (about  two 
re^ments)  advancing  to  cross  the  upper  pontoon 
bridge,  when  I  gave  the  command  to  commence 
firing.  We  fired  itipidly  for  a  short  time,  driving 
the  ieeond  regiment  bettk  behmd  Laey's  house. 

A  little  later  in  the  day,  we  fired  at  some 
cavalry  and  artillery,  whidi  soon  withdrew  from 
sif^hL  I  could  have  fired  much  more,  but  my 
orders  were  very  strict  about  ^wasting  ammuni- 
tion, and  oniy  fired  when  certain  of  doing  them 
damage.     We  slept  at  our  guns  that  night. 

On  Friday,  the  twelfth  instant,  we  engaged  at 
various  limea  in  firing  at  batteries  crossing  the 
river.  About  three  o*ok>ok  P.  M.,*  a  column  of 
b&ntrv  (aikoat  a  brigade)  came  in  sieht.  I 
opened  on  them  iamMiately,  throwing  shell  in 
the  head  of  ikeir  column,  scattering  ihem  and 
doiBg  them  much  damage,  causing  them  to 
cbange  their  course,  and  move  back  around 
Lacy's  house.  When  we  ceased  firing,  their  am- 
bulances came  after  the  wounded.  I  could,  with 
a  glass,  see  many  dead  lying  on  the  field  after 
the  amb^aneea  had  carried  off  the  wounded. 
Later  in  the  day  I  fired  at  some  cavalry  crossing 
tfae  river  at  the  ford.  Again  their  ambulances 
were  called  into  use. 

On  Saturday  I  fired  on  infiintry,  cavalry  and 
artiUary,  whenever  thev  came  within  easy  range, 
with  what  eiaet  I  coula  not  telL  . 

On  Sunday  I  only  fired  a  fow  slwts  at  cavalry. 
Cp  t»  6midny  nigM  we  fired  about  four  hundred 
nwnds,  ait  wnch  time  I  was  relieved  by  a  battery 
of  imooth-bore  guns,  and  moved  bmck  to  the 

Cation  fonMrhr  oeiupiad  by  Captain  Woolfolk's 
ttcry,  ainoe  whieh  time  we  have  remained  quiet 
I  sm  hKpUf  to  state  tiiat,  although  subjected 
to  an  enfilaoing  fire  of  more  than  twenty  guns, 
(sad  9am»  ni  tiwfli  their  haavieBt,)  our  works, 
Ihoagh  fiMiMn%  stniek,  were  ao  atemig  ttet 
Booe  paaaed  through^  hot  aeveral  passed  •ver  the 
top  sad  through  the  embrasure  into  the  pits.    I 


lost  none  killed,  andenly  two  wounded — Privates 
Mughes,  in  leg  slightly,  and  Hailey,  in  head,  from 
concussion.  One  horse  was  slightly  wounded. 
I  think  we  could  have  done  them  much  more 
damage  but  for  defoetiveness  of  ammunttton, 
causing  va  to  lay  aside  our  fomer  ezperienoe  of 
artillerists. 
I  have,  General,  the  h«nor  to  be, 

'  Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Lewis, 

Oi|»tBin,  nrsfT'Ssr^lrc  Lewia'e  Light  ArtiUeij. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  GOVAN. 

Headquarters  Company  B, 


Seventeenth 


DQUARTRRS  COMPANY  B ,  ) 

[  M1SSIS.SIPPI  Regiment,  > 
Deoember  31, 18G'^.     > 


[ISSIS.SIPPI 
Deoember 

Colond  Fizer,  Seterdeenth  Mississippi  Regiment : 
Sir  :  The  Florida  companies  that  reported  to 
me  on  the  eleventh  instanl  were  ordered  iuto 
position  on  my  right  The  entire  command,  in 
my  opinion,  did  not  constitute  forty  men.  They 
were  ordered  to  conform  to  the  movement  of  the 
command.  The  officer  in  command  of  said  com- 
panies failed  repeatedly  to  obey  my  commands, 
when  ordered  to  fire  on  the  bridge-builders ;  and 
so  silent  was  his  command  that  I  hardly  knew  he 
was  in  position.  His  excuse  for  not  firing  was, 
that  his  position  was  too  much  exposed,  and 
firing  would  draw  the  fire  of  artillery.  I  was  in- 
formed that  the  officer  was  withdrawing  his  com- 
mand by  two  o'clock.  I  passed  the  order  down 
the  line  to  fall  back,  which  was  promptly  obeyed. 
I  am  confident  that  if  any  were  captured  it  was 
from  inefficiency,  and  from  foar  of  being  killed  in 
the  retreat.    The  position  was  held  until  sunset 

very  respectfiiUy, 

A.  R.  GovAN, 

Captain  Companf  B. 

JtSPOBT  OF  COLONEL  FIZSK. 

Hbaoquartrrs  Seventeenth  MisaissipPT) 
Keoimkmt,  mkab  Frkdbricksbuug,  > 

Deoember  31, 1862.     ) 

Lieutenant  John  A,  Barkadalet  A,  A,  A.  General 

Third  Brigade : 

Lieutenant  :  It  becoming  my  duty  to  report 
to  you  the  action  of  the  Eighth  Florida  regiment, 
oonunanded  hf  Captain  Lang,  during  the  engage- 
ment at  Fredericl^sbuig,  December  ekventb,  1862, 
I  submit  the  following : 

About  five  o'clock  A.  M.  of  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh,  General  Barksdale  came  to  me.  at  the 
ferry  near  Ck>mmerce  Street,  accompanied  by 
a  portion  of  the  Bighth  Florida  regiment,  num- 
bering about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  I  snp- 
posew  He  said  to  me,  *' Assist  Cafiam  Lang, 
commandin§^  in  putting^  his  battaUonin  position,*' 
which  I  |>roceeded  to  do  immediately,  suggssting 
to  Captain  L.  to  piace  Ma  battalion  on  my  left, 
which  could  be  m  point-blank  range  of  the 
enemy,  above  the  briage  then  being  rapidly  oon- 
stnaeCed  bjr  them — my  reginsant  bearing  en  the 
front  and  nrom  a  point  below.  Sueh  disposition 
being  made,  we  easily  swept  the  enemy  from  their 
bridge*  from  abovoy  below,  and  in  front  The 
battalion  -did  good  service  and  aolad  gaUanliy 
while  commanded  by  Captain  L»    He  obeyed  my 
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suggestions  with  alacrity,  and  proved  hims^  a 
worthy,  gaUant,  and  efficient  officer,  but  felli 
severely  wounded,  about  eleven  o'clock  A.  M., 
after  wlxich  time  I  received  but  little  aid  from  the 
regiment,  as  it  seemed  trouUed  and  in  want  of  a 
commander.  I  am  compeUed  to  state  that  a 
certain  lieutenant  (his  name  I  do  not  recollect)  so 
far  forgot  himself  as  to  draw  his  pistol  and 
threaten  to  kill  some  of  my  sharpshooters  if  they 
fired  again,  as  it  would  draw  the  enemy's  fire  on 
the  position.  As  to  the  conduct  of  the  portion 
of  the  regiment  sent  to  reenforce  Captain  Govan, 
I  refer  you  to  his  enclosed  report. 

Very  respectfully, 

John  C.  Fizer. 

Llcutenant-CoIonel,  oommandine  Seven tconth 

HlBsissippi  Kegimeut. 

REPORT  OF.  COLONEL  FIZEE. 

HEADQUAKTERS  8EVENTEW?TH  If  ISMSSIPPT  ) 

Hkoimknt,  neab  F&kdeiucksbukg,  Va.,  > 

December  19, 1862.     ) 

To  John  B.  Barksdalef  A,  A,  G, : 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  action  of  the  Seventeenth 
regiment  Mississippi  volunteers,  while  defending 
the  passage  of  the  Rappahannock,  opposite  the 
city  of  Fredericksburg,  on  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh  December,  1862: 

Being  ordered  to  the  city  on  picket  duty  on 
the  ninth  instant,  I  was  ordered  to  dispose  o^  my 
regiment  so  as  to  guard  the  river  frpm  the  ferry 
to  a  point  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  below. 
I  promptly  made  such  disposition  as  I  thought 
would  check  the  enemy,  if  ne  attempted  to  force 
a  passage  at  or  between  either  point  indicated. 
The  line  of  pickets  consisted  of  two  wings,  the 
right  commanded  by  Captain  A.  G.  Govan,  and  the 
Itfi  by  Captain  A.  J.  Pulliam.  The  reserve  I 
stationed  at  or  near  the  market^house.  About 
eleven  o'clock  P.  M.  of  the  tenth  instant,  you 
ordered  me  to  double  my  pickets,  which  was 
promptly  done,  by  sending  to  the  right  wing 
companies  I  and  K,  and  to  the  left  companies  H 
and  C;  and,  about  four  o'clook  A.  H.  of  the 
eleventh  instant,  you,  in  person,  ordered  me  with 
my  reserve,  consisting  of  Companies  D,  £,  G,  and 
part  of  F,  to  repair  at  once  to  the  upper  ford,  as 
the  enemy  were  rapidly  putting  in  their  pontoons, 
preparatory  to  crossing.  I  Reached  the  point 
as  soon  as  possible,  and,  on  getting  there,  found 
the  enemy  ousily  working  on  the  bridge,  having 
extended  it  about  thirty  feet  on  the  water.  On 
reaching  this  point,  I  relieved  Captain  Pulliam, 
and  assumed  command  in  person.  You  having 
left  it  discretionary  with  me  when  to  begin'  the 
attack,  I  immediately  made  such  disposition  of 
the  amen  companies  as  I  thought  would  be  most 
effective.  Knowing  ditre  were  many  fiimilies 
occupying  the  houses  on  the  margin  of  the  river, 
I  deemed  it  proper  to  notify  all  the  women  and 
children  of  their  danger,  and  give  them  time  to 
get  from  under  range  of  the  enemy's  guns.  This 
being  accomplished  about  five  A.  H.,  I  ordered  my 
men  to  fire  on  the  bridge-builders,  which  they 
obeyed  promptly  and  deliberately,  and  I  think 


with  stunning  ^bct,  the  command  being  echoed 
by  Captain  Govan  on  the  rights  in  the  same  man- 
ner and  with  e(^ual  effect^  #»U8ing  the  enemy  to 
throw  down  their  implements  and  quit  their  work 
in  great  confusion.  After  which  they  immediate- 
ly  opeaed  a  heavy,  galling,  and  concentrated  fire 
of  musketry  and  artillery  upon  both  wings  for 
an  hour,  and,  suppoHog  they  had  driven  us  from 
our  position,  they  again  began  their  work  on  the 
bridges.  But  as  soon  as  we  discovered  them  at 
work  we  renewed  themttack,  and  drove  them  pell- 
mell  from  the  bridges.  They  made  nine  desper- 
ate attempts  to  finish  their  bridges,  hut  were 
severely  punished  and  promptly  repulsed  at  every 
attempt.  They  used  their  artillery  incessantly, 
with  a  heavy  detachment  of  sharpshooters,  for 
twelve  houn,  we  holding  Our  position  firmly  the 
whole  time,  until  about  half  past  four  p.  M.,  when 
they  increased  their  artillery  and  infantry,  and  their 
batteries  becoming  so  nvmerous  and  concentrated, 
we  could  not  use  our  rifies.  Being  deprived  of 
all  protection,  we  were  compelled  to  fall  back  to 
Caroline  Street,  and,  £rom  there,  were  ordered 
from  town.  Having  to  abandon  m^r  position,  (on 
the  left,)  believing  Captain  Govan  sull  helding  the 
lower  bridge,  and  knowing  the  enemy  to  have 
crossed,  I  immediately  despatched  a  courier  to 
notify  him  to  fall  back,  fearing  he  would  be  taken. 
He  rendered  me  verv  valuable  assistance,  and 
held  his  position  firmly  and  with  great  gallantry 
and  unusual  firmness,  supported  by  a  part  of  the 
gallant  Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  composed 
of  Companies  A,  I,  and  K.  Lieutenant  Radcliif 
deserves  special  notice  for  hU  able  assistance  to 
C^tain  Govan.  I  call  your  attention  especially 
to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Ourster, 
commanding  Company  F.  Much  credit  is  due  to 
Lieutenant  G.  £.  Thurmond,  Company  B,  acting 
adjutant,  for  his  promptness,  coolness,  and  effi- 
ciency, in  face  of  danger.  Lieutenant  ftweeuey,  of 
Company  D,  deserves  much  ciedit  for  promptness 
and  efficiency.  Captain  G.  K.  Cherry,  with  hie 
gallant  company,  stood  the  shot  and  shell  like 
veterans,  aa  did  the  commands  of  Captains  Pul- 
liam and  Middleton  and  Lieutenants  Patton  and 
Lindly.  I  cannot  close  without  according  to 
Wm.  C.  Nelson,  private  of  Company  G,  the  high- 
est praise  for  his  services  as  couriei^  bearing  de- 
spatches when  shot  and  shell  fell  thickest  and 
fastest.  Much  credit  is  also  due  to  Private  C.  IL 
Johnson,  Company  F,  for  his  valuable  services 
as  cov^ier.  First  Lieutenant  Jonas  B.  Clayton, 
Company  G,  quit  his  post,  severely  wounded, 
about  three  o'clgok  P.  M«»  after  having  dona  valu- 
able service  with  his  gallant  company.  Colonel 
Carter,  of  the  Thirteenth  Mississippi  regiment, 
furnished  me  with  ten  valuable  sharpshooters, 
which  rendered  valuable  service. 

Very  lespeotfully, 

John  C.  Fizeb» 

Ltettteasat-Coloael,  commsiidiBg  Seventeenth 
Heglment  Mississippi  Tolontoers. 


P.  S.    The  oifaekiee  in  the  regiment 
the  engagement  weie  one  hundred  and  sixteen 
killed,  weunded,  end  miseing. 


D0CU10BKT8. 
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BCFORT  OF  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  BICE. 
HBAIM|VARTBR8  Thibd  BATTALIOIT  ) 

Booth  Casolima  Infantry,  > 
December  22, 1862.    > 

Captain:  On  Saturday  morning,  thirteenth 
instant,  the  Third  battalion,  Kershaw's  brigade, 
McLaws's  division.  South  Carolina  infantry,  was 
ordered  by  Brigadier-General  Kershaw  to  chan^ 
position,  from  tnat  first  assigned  to  it,  to  the  mill 
on  the  crest  sout^  of  Fredericksburfi;,  there  to 
guard  a  gap  in  the  railroad  embankment,  and 
pevent  ita  passage  by  the  enemy.  The  order  was 
immediately  executed ;  but  the  enemy  failing  to 
make  hia  appearance  at  or  near  the  gap,  the  oat- 
talion  waa  not  actively  enjzaged  in  the  battle  of 
the  thirteenth  instant  This  position  was  held 
by  the  battalion  until  the  night  of  the  sixteenth 
instant,  when  it  was  ordered  on  picket  guard. 
On  Saturday  morning,  while  marching  to  the 
mill,  Private  A.  W.  Anderson,  Company  A,  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  head  by  a  shell  from  the 
enemy's  guns.  On  Tuesday,  the  sixteenth  instant, 
Private  Wesley  Bryant,  Uompany  £,  was  killed 
hy  a  fragment  of  ahelL 

The  above  report  of  the  whereabouts  of  the 

Third  battalion  South  Carolina  infantry,  during 

the  battle  of  the  thirteenth  instant,  is  respectfully 

Mibmltted. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  RiCB, 
lieatenant-Colonel  Third  Battalion  South 
Carolina  Infantry. 

RKPOBT  OF  LIETTENANT-COLONEL  BLAND. 


.  Begi-  ) 
0,  Va.,  I 
},  1802.     ) 


H£AI)QUARTER8  SEVENTH  SOUTH  CAROLINA  BEGI- 
XKNT,  CAMI*  near  FREDERICKSBURG, 

December  19, 
Captain  B.  C.  HolmeSf  A.  A,  G. : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  upon 
hearing  the  signal  guns,  on  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh  instant,  I  formed  my  regiment,  about 
four  o'clock,  and  marched  to  the  position  as- 
signed me  in  line,  on  the  hill  to  the  right  of  the 
Telegraph  road  and  left  of  Captain  Kead's  bat- 
tery. I  deployed  forward  the  flank  companies, 
one  hnndred  and  fifty  yards,  to  a  ditch  in  rear  of 
a  field  Dpon  the  edige  of  the  open  plain.  This 
podtion  we  occupied  during  the  bombardment  of 
eity  and  crossing  the  river  bv  the  enemy.  At 
•even  o'clock  P.  M.  on  the  twelfth,  I  received  or- 
ders to  occanj,  with  the  regiment,  the  ground 
hekl  by  oar  line  of  skirmishers  and  open  rifle- 
pite  dimng  the  night,  advancing  mjr  skurmishers 
m  the  open  field  in  fronL  Tne  rifle-pits  were 
finished  and  occupied  by  eight  o'clock  A.  M.  of 
the  thirteenth,  (Saturdav.)  About  ten  o'clock 
A.  x.  the  eneniy  advanced  and  attacked  the  posi- 
tion  held  by  General  Cobb's  brigade,  of  which 
ttsigement  we  were  quiet  spectators,  until  one 
o'dodL  p.  M.,  when  I  received  orders,  with  the 
^chn*  legimenta  of  the  brigade,  to  reenforce  (Gen- 
eral Cobb.  I  moved  by  the  left  flank,  in  rear  of 
the  Thiid  South  Carolina  regiment,  down  the 
Tdqgraph  road  finr  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards, 
then  filed  to  the  left,  across  Basel  Ron,  up  the 
htaS'm  rear  of  Colonel  Walton'a  battery,  to  the 
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hill  in  rear  of  the  Marye  house,  where  I  met  lieu-i 
tenant  Doby,  of  General  Kershaw's  staff,  who  orf 
dered  me  to  form  the  regiment  in  rear  of  Colonel 
Nance's  Third  South  Carolina,  which  was  on  the 
left  and  upon  a  line  with  the  Marye  house. 
Immediately  after  I  formed  Une,  with  the  Fifteenth 
South  Carolina  filed  in  my  rear.  At  this  time  I 
lost  several  of  my  officers  and  men  wounded  by 
fragments  of  sheU ;  among  them  Captains  Roper 
and  Hudgens  and  Lieutenant  Lovelace.  In 
about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  I  was  called 
upon  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Fifteenth 
North  Carolina  regiment  to  reenforce  him.  I  at 
once  moved  by  the  right  flank  into  his  position, 
which  waa  to  the  rignt  and  front  of  the  Marye 
house,  my  three  left  companies  being  in  front  of 
the  house.  The  position  was  a  good  one,  with 
the  crest  of  the  hill  just  in  our  frt)ht,  at  which 
point  it  descended  rapidly  towards  the  enemy. 
About  seventy  yards  oelow,  and  in  front  of  us, 
was  the  Telegraph  road,  with  a  stone  waU  or 
fence  on  the  enemy's  side,  behind  which  rested 
three  regiments  of  Cobb's  brigade,  and  the 
Second  and  Eighth  South  Carolina  regiments, 
the  two  latter  having  just  reenforoed  them.  The 
knoll  in  my  front  rendered  it  impossible  for  us  to 
injure  our  friends,  but  placed  us  in  fine  range  of 
our  enemies.  We  would  load  and  advance  to 
fire,  and  then  fall  back  to  reload.  My  right  flank 
was  exposed,  by  a  slight  depression  in  the  hill,  to 
an  oblique  fiie  from  ihe  enemy,  which  was  taken 
advantage  of.  Hence  the  ^eater  loss  in  the 
right  wmg.  We  continued  m  the  engagement 
until  night,  when  the  final  charge  was  made  and 
the  enemv  repulsed.  My  officers  and  men  be- 
haved as  became  South  Cfarolinxans  and  soldiers 
of  Kershaw's  brigade.  I  received  valuable  as- 
sistance firom  Major  J.  S.  Hard  and  Adjutant 
Carwill,  of  this  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  I)oby, 
of  General  Kershaw's  staff,  whose  gallant  conduct 
cannot  be  too  highly  spoken  of.  After  night,  I 
relieved,  by  order,  rhillips's  leeion,  of  General 
Cobb's  brigade,  which  waa  behind  the  stone  fence 
before  mentioned,  in  my  late  front.  We  held 
this  position,  with  the  wings  doubled,  occasional- 
ly exchan^ng  shots  with  the  enemy,  until  Tues- 
day morning,  tenth  instant,  when  I  was  ordered 
into  the  city  on  picket  duty.  We  were  relieved 
by  one  of  General  Barksdale's  regiments,  at  seven 
o'clock  P.  M.,  and  marched  back  to  camp,  having 
been  absent  six  days  and  five  nights.  Drs. 
Shine  and  Carlisle  displayed  their  usual  skill  and 
energy  in  caring  for  the  wounded.  My  loss  was 
four  killed  and  fifty-seven  wounded.  Most  of 
the  wounds  are  slight 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Elbert  Blakd, 

lieoteDant-ColODel.  commanding  Serenth 
South  CaroiliiA  Regiment. 

BEPOBT  OF  MAJOR  MOODY. 

B.  G.  ffumphreySf  Colonel  commanding  Twenty^ 

First  Begimcnt  Mississippi  Vols. : 

SiB:  In  compliance  with  your  order,  on  the 
morning  of  the  eleventh  December,  I  took  com- 
mand of  the  right  wing  of  the  Fourth  regiment. 
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conmosed  of  the  following  companies :  Company 
A,  Lieutenant  Walcott ;  Company  C,  Lieutenant 
Longstield ;  Company  H,  Lieutenant  Brien ;  Com- 
pany F,  Captain  Fitzgerald ;  Company  G,  Cap- 
tain Dudley ;  and  moved  to  the  support  of  Cap- 
tain Govan,  of  the  Seventeenth  Mississippi 
regimenti  who  was  holding  the  enemy  in  check 
at  the  bridge,  at  the  lower  portion  of  the  town. 
Immediately  upon  arriving  I  ordered  company  G 
to  his  support,  but  found  that  he  had  all  tne  men 
he  could  use  to  advantage. 

This  wing  remained  in  line  in  the  road,  about 
one  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  Captain  Govan's 
position,  unprotected,  from  A.  M.  to  P.  M.  The 
dense  fog,  which  had  before  concealed  us  from 
the  enemy,  then  cleared,  and  they  concentrated 
their  fire  upon  this  win^,  I  immediately  ordered 
the  command  to  retire  about  three  hupdred 
yards,  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  fire.  About 
four  P.  M.  Captain  Govan  sent  to  me  for  assist- 
ance. I  ordered  forward  Companies  C  and  F, 
which  order  was  obeyed  with  promptne.ss.  In 
the  mean  time,  Captain  Govan  received  orders 
from  General  Barksdale  to  retire.  I  then  took 
position  on  the  railroad,  a  short  distance  in  the 
rear,  leaving  two  companies  at  the  deep  cut  on 
the  road,  and  the  other  three  I  stationed  near  the 
Telegraph  road,  within  supporting  distance,  and 
remained  in  this  position  until  ordered  by  you, 
about  ten  P.  M.,  to  return  to  camp.  You,  sir, 
have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  this  wing. 
From  six  A.  M.  to  one  P.  M.  they  were  exposed  to 
the  hottest  fire  I  ever  witnessed,  and  I  saw  no 
disposition  on  the  part  of  officers  or  men  to  move 
from  their  position  until  ordered.  Captain  Govan 
and  the  brave  men  of  his  command  are  deserving 
of  the  highest  praise.  Up  to  the  time  he  was 
ordered  to  leave  his  position,  the  enemy  had  not 
succeeded  in  laying  a  plank.  Braver  officers  and 
men  than  Captain  Govan  and  his  command  can- 
not be  found.  The  following  is  a  correct  list  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  right  wing :  Com- 
pany A,  one  killed,  two  wounded ;  Company  C, 
four  wounded;  Company  H,  six  killed,  three 
wounded ;  Company  r.  four  wounded ;  Company 
G,  two  killed,  five  wounded.  Total,  nine  killea, 
eighteen  wounded,  and  three  missing. 
I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  Moody, 

Hi^or  Twenty 'First  Regiment  Mississippi  Volnnteers. 

BEPOBT   OF   CAPTAIN  NANCE,  COMMANDINO 

REGIMENT. 

HEADQUAKTEnS  TlIIRO  SOUTH  CAROLINA  { 

Ukoimext,  December  20, 1862.     ) 
Captain  C.  B.  Eolmes,  A.  A,  G, : 

Sir  :  As  senior  officer  in  command  of  the  Third 
South  Carolina  regiment,  the  duty  devolves  upon 
me  to  detail  the  operations  of  tne  same  in  the 
recent  engagement  at  Fredericksburg,  Virginia. 
The  regiment  was  aroused  about  five  o'clock  A.  M. 
on  Thursday,  the  eleventh  instant,  by  the  firing 
of  the  signal  guns ;  and  soon  afterwarids  a  courier 
firom  Brigadier-General  Kershaw  notified  the 
Colonel  commanding  that  the  enemy  were  at- 
tempting to  cross  the  Rappahannock  Kiver,  oppo- 


site Fredericksburg,  and  ordered  me  to  occupy 
its  place  in  the  line  of  battle,  previously  desig- 
nated. Accordingly,  the  regiment  was  put  m 
motion,  and,  about  six  o'clock  a.  m.,  was  put  in 
position  on  the  hill  on  the  right  of  the  Telegraph 
road,  and  on  the  left  of  Captain  Reid's  battery, 
with  the  Seventh  South  Carolina  volunteers,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bland,  on  our 
right,  and  the  Second  South  Carolina  volunteer 
regiment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  John  D. 
Kennedy,  on  our  left  Two  companies  of  skir- 
mishers, (Captain  Hance*s  company,  A,  of  rifles,) 
and  Captain  Nance's  company,  £,  rifles,  were  de- 
ployed so  as  to  cover  the  front  of  our  regiment, 
and  placed  in  the  ditch  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  oc- 
cupied by  the  regiments.  The  orders  given  these 
company  commanders  were  to  hold  their  posi- 
tions as  long  as  possible,  and,  when  compelled,  to 
fall  back  upon  the  regiments. 

Thursday  and  Friday  witnessed  no  advance  by 
the  enemy  upon  our  immediate  lines.  On  Friday 
night,  the  line  of  battle  was  changed  from  the 
top  of  the  hill  to  its  base,  the  regiments  occupy- 
ing the  position  previously  held*  by  the  two 
companies  of  skirmishers.  This  position  was 
sfrengthened,  during  the  night,  by  digging  pits 
and  throwing  up  earthen  breastworks. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  thirteenth  instant, 
the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  the  right  and  left  of 
our  lines,  at  about  nine  o'clock.  About  ten  min- 
utes before  one  o'clock  P.  m.  Colonel  Nance  re- 
ceived an  order  from  Brigadier-General  Kershaw 
to  extend  his  lines  so  as  to  occupy  the  works  of 
the  Second  South  Carolina  regiment  on  our  lefL 
This  order  was  subsequently  revoked,  upon  the 
information  that  Colonel  Kennedy  had  left  a 
company  to  do  this.  About  fifteen  minutes  aftei 
two  o'clock  p.  m.  a  verbal  order  was  extended  b^ 
Brigadier-General  Kershaw,  ordering  Colonel 
Nance  to  move  his  command,  by  the  way  he 
would  designate,  to  the  support  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral T.  R.  R.  Cobb's  command.  The  regiment 
was  accordingly  moved  down  the  earthworks  into 
the  Telegraph  road,  then  down  the  Telegraph 

road  near  ttie  mill  on Creek,  and  then  up 

the  newly-made  road  to  the  top  of  the  hill  just  in 
rear  of  the  cemetery,  and  firom  that  point  across 
the  field  in  the  rear  of  Marye's  house,  where 
Brigadier-General  Kershaw  ordered,  through  Ma- 
jor  Gaillard,  of  the  Second  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment,  that  the  regiment  should  form  in  line  of 
battle  and  advance  on  a  line  with  the  Second 
South  Carolina  regiment  An  order  was  received 
through  Lieutenant  A.  K  Doby,  aid-de-camp,  tc 
the  effect  that  our  right  should  rest  upon  Marye'j 
house.  Soon  after,  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Doby,  aid* 
de-camp,  insisted  that  the  enemy  should  not  b€ 
allowed  to  gain  possession  of  Marye's  house,  and, 
although  only  six  companies  on  the  line,  Colonel 
Nance  promptly  brought  the  line  forward.  At 
the  regiment  reached  the  position,  on  a  line  witli 
the  front  of  Marye's  house,  it  was  exposed  to  a 
most  murderous  fire  from  the  enemy,  plainl) 
visible  from  that  point  The  line  was  ordered  tc 
move  across  the  chain  fence.  The  remaining 
four  companies  had  previottsly  jollied  the  advan< 


DOCUMENTS. 


147 


dug  liDe,  and  the  ranks  *made  complete.    When 
tiw  line  reached  the  top  of  the  hill,  the  order  to 
fire  was  given,  and  the  effects  must  have  been 
terrible,  as  the  shots  were  delivered  coolly  and 
vith  an  evident  intention  to  kill.    About  this 
time,  Colonel  James  D.  Nance  fell,  wounded  in 
the  tiuf^h.     Not  long  afterwards,  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel William  D.  Rutherford  fell,  shot  through  the 
richt  side,  and  not  long  afterwards,  Major  Kobert 
C.  Maffet  was  disabled  by  a  ball  through  his  arm. 
Hoe,  too,  Captain  Rutherford  P.  Todd,  who  was 
acting  as  a  field  ofiioer,  was  disabled  by  a  ball  in 
an  artery  of  the  right  arm.    Colonel  James  D. 
Xance,  while  lyingdown  wounded,  suggested  to 
Captain  William  W.  Hance,  then  commanding, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  move  the  regiment  back 
a  few  paces  into  a  road,  parallel  to  the  line  of 
hattle,  leading  from  the  Marye  house  to  a  street 
00  our  left,  perpendicular  to  our  line  of  battle. 
Whilst  occupying  this  position,  a  vigorous  and 
vtll-directed  fire  was  aept  up  on  tne  various 
lines,  whenever  they  attempted  to  advance  or 
exposed  themselves.  Sharpshooters,  posted  about 
tr»  Mar^-e  hoifse,  dealt  constant  and  well-directed 
fire  upon  Che  enemy.  Captains  William  W.  Hance 
aad  John  C.  Summer  both  fell,  while  in  command 
of  the  regiment,  the  former  having  his  leg  bad- 
It  shattered,  the  latter  killed  bv  a  grape-shot 
through  the  head.    The  command  then  devolved 
upon  mvself,  being  the  senior  officer  present 
About  SIX  o'clock  P.  M.,  Lieutenant  A.  £.  Dob;^, 
aid-de-camp,  delivered  an  order  to  move  the  regi- 
ment about  a  hundred  yards  beyond  our  position 
at  the  Marye  house,  and  behind  a  stone  fence, 
coanecting  with  the  left  of  the  position  of  Phil- 
lips's legion.    Soon  afterwards  an  order  came, 
through  Captain  C.  R.  Holmes,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  to  throw  forward  skirmishers,  covering 
the  line   of  the  regiment    Accordinglv,  First 
Lieutenant  R.  H.  Wright,  commanding  Company 
£,  was  sent  forward,  and,  as  his  command  drew 
near  some  dwelling-houses,  just  in  front  of  the 
regimenty  he  was  fired  upon  by  the  enemv's 
sharpshooters,   posted    in    the    houses.    Under 
these  circuoEistances,  and  the  further  fact  that 
night  was  upon  us,  the  line  of  skirmishers  were 
drawn  back  some  considerable  distance.    About 
seven  o'clock,  JBri^adier-Oeneral  Kemper,  with 
tvo  hundred  and  mnety  men  from  his  command, 
by  the  order  of  Major-General  Ransom,  relieved 
this  command  of  its  position  in  the  immediate 
front,  and  by  the  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ker- 
shaw, conveyed  through  Adjutant  G.  J.  Pope,  the 
regiment  was  moved  back  over  the  hill  occupied 
by  our  batteries,  near  the  mill  on  the  ^—  Creek, 
lAiere  the  Thhrd  South  Carolina  battalion,  com- 
Bsnded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rice,  was  posted, 
ind  there  remained  until  the  night  of  the  fifteenth 
instant,  when,  under  orders  received. from  Brig- 
«dier-Genexal  Kershaw,  the  regiment  was  marched 
back  into  its  former  camp. 

I  eannot  refrain  from  complimenting  the  com- 
aaad  at  the  dauntless  spirit  and  bravery  dis- 
played throughout  by  the  officers  and  men.  All 
itemed  to  realize  tbte  call  made  upon  them,  and 
none  fisiled  to  nspoiuL 


The  fire  the  regiment  was  called  upon  to  sus- 
tain was  certainly  not  surpassed  by  that  at  Sav- 
age Station,  Maryland  Heights,  and  Sharpsburg. 
The  command  suffered  severely  in  killed  and 
wounded,  as  the  accompanying  list  will  show. 
There  were  twenty-five  killed  and  one  hundred 
and  forty-two  wounded ;  total  loss,  one  hundred 
and  sixty-seven. 

Strength  —  Thirty-six  commissioned  officers, 
three  hundred  and  sixty-four  enlisted  men ;  total, 
four  hundred. 

Respectfully, 

J.  K.  Nance, 

Captain,  commanding  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment. 

REPORT  OP  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  LUSE. 

Camp  Barksdale's  Brioadb,  near  Fredericks-  { 

BURG,  Va.,  December  19, 1802.     > 

Oeneral  Barksdale  : 

Sir  :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  report  to  you  the 
action  of  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment  in 
the  late  battle  of  Fredericksburg: 

The  night  of  the  tenth  instant  the  regiment 
picketed  the  river  for  about  half  a  mile  above, 
and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below,  the  mouth  of  Deep 
Run ;  that  portion  of  the  regiment  not  on  post 
being  encamped  at  Mrs.  Femeybough's  house,  on 
the  river  road.  About  midnight  I  received  or- 
ders from  you  to  double  my  pickets,  which  was 
immediately  done.  Between  this  time  and  day- 
light I  received  information  from  my  pickets  that 
the  enemy  were  preparing  to  throw  a  pontoon 
bridge  across  the  river,  opposite  the  lower  post, 
above  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run.  You,  being 
present  at  the  time,  ordered  me  to  send  three 
companies  to  support  Captain  Govan,  of  the 
Seventeenth  Mississippi  regiment,  above,  and  to 
take  the  rest  of  my  command  to  the  river,  to 
guard  the  point  at  which  it  was  reported  the 
enemy  were  constructing  the  bridge,  opposite  my 
line.  This  was  done  at  once.  I  went  myself  to 
examine  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  heard 
them  throw  in  the  first  boat,  about  half  an  hour 
before  day.  Judging  them  to  be  within  easy 
ranffe  of  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run,  I  lined  the 
banks  with  sharpshooters,  in  addition  to  the  pick- 
ets. Their  boats  were  thrown  in  with  great 
rapidity  from  this  time  until  daylight,  when  I 
Hiscovered  that  the  boats  had  been  floated  down 
the  river  several  hundred  yards,  making  the  place 
of  crossing  below  and  out  of  range  from  Deep 
Run.  I  immediately  ordered  my  two  companies 
of  sharpshooters  down  to  the  crossing,  to  open  fire 
on  the  enemy  simultaneously  with  the  pickets  in 
their  front,  and  moved  up  with  the  rest  of  the 
regiment,  getting  in  position  and  removing  a  pal- 
ing fence  just  as  the  fire  was  opened  in  front 
The  enemy  were  driven  from  the  bridge,  and 
their  supports  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
broke  ranks,  and  were  with  difficulty  rallied.  Hav- 
ing accomplished  this,  pickets  were  posted  near 
enough  to  watch  the  nirther  movement  of  the 
enemy,  with  two  companies  concealed  very  near 
the  crossing  to  resist  any  further  work  on  the 
bridge  or  attempt  to  cross  it,  one  company  re- 
maining on  the  upper  side  of  Deep  Run  by  your 
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order.  The  remaining  four  companies  of  the 
regiment  I  placed  in  the  ravine  in  front  of  the 
crossing,  posting  one  where  the  river  road  crosses 
Deep  Run,  to  guard  the  point  against  any  sudden 
move  of  the  enemy.  The  cpmpanies,  thus  sta- 
tioned, remained  in  the  position  above  described 
until  about  noon,  when  two  regiments  came  to 
reenforce  me,  one  forming  on  my  right,  the  other 
on  my  left  The  ground  which  three  of  my  com- 
panies occupied  being  embraced  in  the  positions 
of  the  above-mentioned  regiments,  I  brought  them 
in,  and  remained  in  position  to  resist  the  crossing 
or  advance  of  the  enemy  until  half  past  three  p.  M., 
when  Colonel  De  Saussure,  commanding  the  re- 
enforcements  sent  me,  communicated  to  me  an 
order  from  General  Kershaw  to  fall  back  to  the 
river  road,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
to  our  rear,  leaving  one  company,  (C,)  Captain 
Cassell's,  in  the  ravine,  with  instructions  to  fire  on 
the  enemy  as  he  advanced.  This  order  was  ex- 
ecuted. The  enemy  crossed  in  our  front  between 
sundown  and  darii,  and,  advancing  his  skirmish- 
ers, encountered  Captain  Cassell's  company,  who 
fired  on  them  and  retired,  in  obedience  to  their 
instructions. 

It  is  but  just  to  state  that  all  the  above 
movements,  after  daylight,  were  performed  under 
a  destructive  fire  of  the  numerous  guns  of  the 
enemy  posted  on  the  opposite  aide  of  the  river, 
and  that  all  the  dangerous  duties  assigned  them 
were  performed,  by  officers  and  men,  with  the 
steadiness  of  veterans. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  LusE, 
Lieateniint-Colonel,  oommandfn^  Elgliteeath 
MiBsinaipiil  Regiment. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  ST  AGE  HOUSE,  COMMAND. 

ING  REGIMENT. 

Reoixektal  Quarters,  Eighth  South  Carolina  { 

Reoiheitt,  December  19, 1862.     ( 

BrigadicT'Oeneral  Kerahaw: 

General:  In  obedience  to  orders  contained 
in  circular  of  this  date,  requiring  the  commanders 
of  regiments,  battalions,  and  batteries,  to  make 
reports  of  the  engagements  of  their  commands  in 
the  late  action  in  front  of  Fredericksburg,  I  sub- 
mit the  following  report : 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  December  in- 
stant, on  hearing  the  signal  ^uns,  I  formed  my 
regiment,  and,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  formed 
my  command  on  your  left,  occupying  a  good  po- 
sition on  the  Telegraph  road,  at  the  noint  where 
the  open  sands  connect  with  the  woods. 

I  kept  this  position,  with  but  little  change,  till 
one  o'clock  P.  M.  on  the  thirteenth,  when,  in 
obedience  to  your  order,  I  moved  my  command, 
left  in  front,  following  Colonel  Kennedy's  (Second) 
regiment,  by  a  tortuous  and  difficult  way,  to  the 
open  sand  on  Marye's  Hill.  As  soon  as  we 
reached  the  open  space  on  the  hill,  by  order  of 
Colonel  Kennedy,  I  formed  my  command  on  his 
right  The  two  commands  were  then,  by  order 
of  Colonel  Kennedy,  moved  rapidly  to  the  front. 
On  reaching  the  crest  of  the  nill  in  front,  (my 


right  resting  on  a  line'  with  the  cemetery,)  we 
came  to  troops  lying  on  the  ground  and  finn^  to 
the  front  Believing  this  to  be  a  portion  of  Oen- 
eral  Cobb's  brigade  who  had  been  driven  from 
their  position,  1  halted  my  command,  and  irent 
myself  to  the  front,  to  get  a  view  of  the  road  in 
front  of  Marj'c's  Hill.  Finding  General  Cobb's 
brigade  in  position  in  the  road,  I  caused  my  com- 
mand to  cease  firing,  (they  had,  without  orders, 
opened  fire  on  the  advancmg  Yankee  lines,)  and 
moved  it  rapidly  to  the  road.  I  formed  it  on  the< 
Twentv-fourth  ueorgia  regiment,  then  in  position 
behina  the  stone  fence.  Without  much  chan^, 
we  kept  this  position  till  the  evening  of  the  six- 
teenth. By  your  order  I  was  permitted  to  form 
my  command  in  four  ranks-  on  Colonel  De  Saus- 
sure's  (Fifteenth)  regiment,  my  right  resting  on 
the  Twenty-fourth  Georgia  regiment  till  the  even- 
ing of  the  fourteenth,  when  that  regiment  was 
relieved  by  the  Tenth  Georgia  regiment  of  General 
Semmes's  brigade. 

On  the  evening  of  the  thirteenth,  the  enemj 
attempted  several  times  to  advance  on  our  posi- 
tion, but  succeeded  only  in  reaching  a  defile,  two 
hundred  yards  in  front,  which  concealed  them 
from  view  ftom  our  position.  Notwithstanding 
the  long  range,  I  believe  we  did  the  enemy  much 
injury  on  his  march  to  the  defile  above  alluded  to. 

On  the  fourteenth,  we  confined  our  fire  to  select 
parties  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth,  I  have  little  of 
interest  to  record  in  connection  with  my  com- 
mand. 

I  was  much  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  my 
command.  For  casualties,  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
you  to  report  made  yesterday.  Of  the  thirty-one 
killed  ana  disabled,  we  lost  twenty-eight  in  reach- 
ing our  position. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

£.  T.  STACKHOnSB, 
Captain,  oommanding  Eighth  Soath  Carolina  Begiraent. 

BEPORT  OF  COLONEL  DE  SAtlSSUBE. 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  REGiMEirri 

South  Carolina  Volunteers,  > 

Deoember  20, 1802.     > 

Captain  C,  R.  Holmes,  AssistanUActfuttmi  Oen- 

eral: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructioiu  from 
headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on 
Saturday  morning,  the  eleventh  instant,  the 
Fifteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers 
moved  down  the  Bowling  Green  road  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  picket  at  the  Femeyhough  farm,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Luse,  Eighteenth 
Mississippi,  and  was  formed  on  the  right,  upon 
the  edge  of  Deep  Run,  in  front  of  the  road,  with 
the  Sixteenth  Creorgia,  Colonel  Bryan,  on  the  left 
of  LiQUtenant-Colonel  Luse.  The  command  re- 
mained in  that  position,  with  three  companies 
thrown  forward  towards  Uie  river  as  skirmishers, 
until  ordered  to  retire  to  the  Bowling.Green  road 
by  General  Kershaw,  late  in  the  day.  The 
regiment  remained  on  picket  all  night,  undl  five 
o'clock  A.  IL,  Friday  morning,  when,  by  order  of 
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Ifapr-General  McLaws,  it  resumed  its  proper 
pootifm  in  line. 

On  Saturday  the  thirteenth  instant,  the  regi- 
ment marched  off  by  the  left  flank,  vith  the  rest 
of  the  brigade,  to  the  support  of  General  Cobb's 
brigade,  under  Marye's  HilL  Passing  to  the 
rear  of  the  batteries,  the  regiment  halted,  and 
ky  down  in  line  of  battle,  in  rear  of  the  Marye 
bouse,  until,  by  an  order  extended  through  As- 
tittant  Adjutant-General  Holmes,  it  was  marched 
« across  the  hill,  under  a  heavy  fire,  to  the  rear  of 
tbe  eemeterv,  as  a  support  to  Colonel  Walton*s 
batteries,  liater  in  the  evening  the  regiment 
vas  marched  down  to  the  stone  wall,  on  the  road 
below  Marye's  Hill,  to  the  support  of  the  Second 
Carolina  regiment,  and  there  remained  until  the 
eracoation  of  the  dtv  of  Fredericksburg  by  the 
enemy,  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  instant. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  privates  of  the 
regiment  throughout  the  entire  five  days,  from 
the  eleventh  to  the  sixteenth  December,  was  such 
as  to  meet  with  my  unqualified*  approbation. 

I  would  respectniUy  oring  to  tne  notice  of  the 
Brigadier-General  the  services  of  the  staff  officers 
actually  engaged :  Adjutant  James  M.  Davis,  for 
tbe  gflJlant  and  prompt  execution  of  all  orders 
extended  by  him ;  Surgeon  James  and  Assistant- 
Surgeon  Wallace ;  also  the  Rev.  H.  B.  McCailum, 
diaplain  of  the  regiment,  for  their  skilful  and 
assiduous  attention  to  the  wounded ;  and  Ord- 
aance  Sergeant  R.  W.  Boyd,  for  his  prompt 
attention  to  the  duties  of  his  department. 

The  regiment,  went  into  action  with  twenty- 
seven  commissioned  officers  and  three  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  enlisted  men;  and  had  two 
eommissioned  officers  (Lieutenants  Barron  and 
Derrick)  wounded,  one  sergeant  and  one  private 
killed,  and  fifty-two  enlisted  men  wounded,  of 
which  a  tabular  statement  has  been  heretofore 
famished. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  D.  De  Saussure, 

Cotonel  Fifteenth  Beglment  South  Carolina  yolnnteera. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  NANCE. 

Richmond,  Deeember  24, 1862. 
Captain  O.  R,  Holmes^  A.  A,  O. : 

diK :  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth 
bfttant,  I  took  my  position  in  line  of  battle  just 
to  tbe  right  of  the  Telepraph  road,  as  you  approach 
Frederidiaburg,  and  immediately  at  the  foot  of 
tbe  first  range  of  hills  from  the  river.  Except 
sane  slight  shelling,  which  annoyed  us  and 
vimnded  one  or  more  of  my  men,  nothing  of 
special  interest  occurred  to  us  until  about  two 
P.  iL,  when,  by  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Kershaw,  I  moved,  by  the  left,  out  of  some 
breastworks  which  I  bad  thrown  up  the  night 
before,  down  the  Telegraph  road  five  or  six  hun- 
dred yards,  filed  to  tne  left,  and,  crossing  the 
branch  running  bv  its  side,  took  the  road  feading 
over  the  high  hill  on  the  left  of  the  Telegraph 
RMd,  and  into  the  open  field  behind  Marye's 
bouie.  When  within  ^ve  or  six  hundred  yards 
of  this  house,  lieutenant  Doby,  A.  D.  C,  deliv- 
ered to  me  an  order  to  form  my  regiment  and 


move  forward  and  occupy  the  crest  of  the  hill  at 
Marye's  house,  with  my  right  resting  at  the  house. 
I  immediately  began  to  close  up  mv  regiment  to 
execute  the  order,  when  Major  uaillard  rode  up, 
and,  speaking  for  Brigadier-General  Kershaw, 
extended  substantially  the  same  order,  and,  at 
my  request,  gave  me  the  direction  of  the  crest 
which  I  was  to  occupy,  so  that  I  could  form 
parallel  to  it  before  advancing.  The  regiment 
was  considerably  strung  out  in  the  flank  move- 
ment made  in  coming  to  this  point,  and  while 
waiting  for  it  to  close  up,  Lieutenant  Doby,  A. 
D.  C,  came  to  me,  telling  me  to  hurry  up,  and 
represented  to  me  tiiat  Marye's  house  was  in  dan- 
ger of  being  possessed  by  the  enemy.  Seeing 
the  imnortance  of  the  point,  and  thus  having  my 
fears  tor  its  safety  excited,  I  advanced  at  once 
with  that  portion  of  my  regiment  which  was 
formed,  and  left  my  adjutant.  Lieutenant  0.  J. 
Pope,  to  bring  the  other  companies  forward,  as 
soon  as  they  formed.  When  we  reached  the 
neighborhood  of  Marye's  house  a  severe  fire  was 
opened  upon  us ;  but  we  steadily  advanced  to 
the  crest  of  the  hill,  when  my  men  lay  down 
and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  who  were  in  the 
fiat  in  our  front  By  this  time  their  fire  was 
strongly  directed  against  us.  The  other  com- 
panies of  my  regiment  came  up  immediately  after 
we  became  engaged.  I  went  to  the  right  to  see 
that  they  were  put  in  proper  position,  and  was 
shot  down,  a  minie  ball  entenng  my  left  thi^h 
just  to  the  right  and  above  my  knee,  while  dis- 
charging this  duty.  At  that  time  I  declined  to 
be  moved,  but  continued  to  direct  and  encourage 
the  men,  who  were  already  doing  manfully.  I 
soon  saw,  however,  t^at  we  were  too  much  ex- 
posed, and  that  we  were  contending  at  disadvan- 
tage, owing  to  the  fact  that  we  were  engaged  at 
a  great  distance,  and  the  enemy's  guns  were  of 
superior  range.  Having  been  moved  back  to 
Marye's  house,  I  sent  word  to  the  officer  in  com- 
mand to  withdraw  far  enough  to  get  shelter 
behind  the  crest  of  the  hill,  without  retiring  too 
far  to  deliver  an  effective  fire.  Accordingly 
Major  Maffett,  then  commanding,  vrithdrew  to  the 
road  running  beside  the  river  fence,  in  Mar}'e's 
yard,  where,  I  believe,  the  regiment  held  its  posi- 
tion, and  continued  its  fire  until  the  close  oi  the 
battle.  Afterwards  I  sent  directions  to  the  offi- 
cer commanding  to  send  a  detail  after  ammunition. 
He  did  so,  and  this  was  my  last  official  communi- 
cation with  the  regiment  for  the  day.  An  account 
of  what  subsequently  occurred  and  a  list  of  the 
casualties  in  the  regiment  will,  I  presume,  be 
furnished  by  some  other  officer.  It  is  my  duty 
and  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  courage  and  forti- 
tude with  which  these  dangers  were  met  and 
these  fiery  trials  were  endured  by  my  brave  com- 
rades, so  long  as  they  were  under  my  observation. 
Several  valuable  officers  were  wounded  —  one. 
Captain  W.  W.  Hance,  who  has  suffered  amputa- 
tion of  his  leg,  is  lost  to  the  service,  if  he  shall 
not  unfortunately  be  lost  to  his  Mends.  He  was 
a  superior  and  gallant  officer,  and  his  loss  is  a 
great  one  to  the  regiment.  Captain  John  C. 
Summer,  a  most  successful  officer,  Captain  Per- 
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rin  Foster,  an  efficient,  sealous  and  conscien- 
tious officer,  and  Lieutenants  HoUingsworth  and 
Hill,  both  young  lieutenants  of  promise^  were 
killed.  The  three  field  officers.  Captain  Todd, 
senior  captain,  and  Captain  Hance,  third  senior 
captain  present,  were  wounded,  and  Captain 
Summer,  second  senior  captain  present,  Wfs 
killed ;  thus  putting  the  six  ranking  officers  of 
the  regiment  hors  de  combat.  Ours  is  a  bloody 
record ;  but  we  trust  it  is  a  highly  honorable  one. 
Very  respectfully, 

JamEcS  D.  Nance, 

Colonel,  oommanding  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment. 

BEPORT  OF  COLONEL  CARTER. 

Headquarters  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Reo't,  { 
Near  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Deo.  28, 1862.    ( 

Oenejial:  In  accordance  with  your  order,  I 
marched  my  regiment,  at  about*  five  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  eleventh  instant,  to  the  mar- 
ket-house in  Fredericksburg,  when  I  was  ordered 
by  you  to  take  **  position  on  Caroline  Street,  await 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Fizer's  orders,  send  him  re- 
enforcements  whenever  he  called  on  me  to  do  so, 
and  should  he  be  enabled  to  hold  his  position, 
then  in  that  event  to  withdraw  my  regiment  to 
the  market-house."  I  accordingly  took  position 
on  Caroline  Street,  immediately  in  rear  of  the 
position  occupied  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fizer, 
and  opened  communication  with  him,  where  I 
remained  until  about  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  under  a 
very  heavy  and  destructive  fire  from  the  batteries 
of  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

About  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fizer  asked  me  for  ten  men  to  act  as  sharp- 
shooters, which  I  promptly  sent  him.  About 
.  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fizer  sent 
to  me  for  two  companies,  which  I  was  proceeding 
with,  when  I  met  him  retiring  with  his  command 
to  the  market-house,  being  unable  to  hold  his 
position  longer. 

I  immediately  formed  my  regiment  and  with- 
drew it  to  the  market-house,  when  I  was  ordered 
by  you  to  form  in  the  next  street  (towards  the  river) 
and  engage  the  enemy ;  but,  before  I  could  do  so,  I 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  occupied  the  street 
on  which  I  was  ordered  to  form,  and  was  advan- 
cing. I  immediately  disposed  of  my  regiment  on 
the  street  which  I  then  occupied,  (Princess  Anne,) 
so  as  to  command  as  many  streets  running  at 
right  angles  with  the  river  as  I  possibly  could, 
and  engaged  the  enemy  at  once,  driving  him  to- 
wards the  river,  after  a  spirited  engagement  of 
two  hours. 

Having  fired  the  last  gun  at  the  retreatinj| 
enemy,  I  was  then  ordered  to  withdraw  my  regi- 
ment from  the  town,  which  order  I  promptly 
obeyed. 

The  enemy's  loss,  after  crossing  the  river,  in 
the  eugagement  with  my  regiment,  is  estimated 
to  be  over  two  hundred  killed  and  wounded.  I 
refer  you  to  the  report  already  furnished  you  of 
the  loss  which  we  sustained. 

Captain  J.  L.  Clark  was  killed,  by  a  solid  shot, 
early  in  the  morning.  He  was  a  promising  young 
officer.    Captain  T.  W.  Thurman  was  dangerous- 


ly wounded  later  in  the  day,  fell  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  and,  in  all  probability,  is  dead.  Lieuten- 
ant J.  M.  Stovall  IS  missing,  and  is  supposed  to 
be  killed. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  gallant  and 
meritorious  conauct  of  Captain  G.  L.  Donald, 
who  had  immediate  command  of  several  compa- 
nies, which  did  fine  execution,  without  suBtainmg 
any  serious  lo6S. 

1  wish,  Klso,  to  make  mention  of  the  coolness, 
bravery,  and  soldierly-like  conduct  of  both  offi-  * 
cers  and  enlisted  men  of  my  command. 

J.  W.  Carter, 

Colonel,  commanding  Thirteenth  Misiissippi  Regiment. 

BEPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  THOMPSON  BROWN. 

Headquarters  First  Viroinia  Artillcrt,  ) 

December  19,  imL      \ 

Captain  A.  8,  Pendleton^  Assutant  Adjutant- 

General : 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  beg  leaye 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  command  in  the  late  engagement  before 
Fredericksburg : 

About  ten  o'clock,  Saturday  morning,  my  bat- 
teries were  ordered  to  a  position  in  rear  of 
Hamilton's  bouse,  ready  to  be  called  on  as  occa- 
sion might  require.  About  twelve  o'clock,  by 
order  of  Colonel  Crutchfield,  I  sent  two  Parrott 
rifies  from  Captain  Poague's  battery,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Graham,  and  two  similar 
pieces  from  the  Third  Howitzers,  under  Lieuten- 
ant Utz,  to  report  to  Major  Pelham,  on  the  right 
of  the  railroad.  Shortly  afterwards,  I  was  or- 
dered to  send  to  the  same  point  four  other  tifie 
guns,  viz.:  two  ten-pounder  Parrotts  and  one 
brass  rifle  from  Second  Howitzers,  and  one  three- 
inch  rifle  from  Captain  Dance's  battery,  all  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Watson,  (Second  How- 
itzers.) These  eight  guns  were  actively  engaged, 
and  suffered  severely  from  the  enemy's  artillery 
and  sharpshooters.  I  have  to  lament  the  loss  on 
this  part  of  the  field  of  a  gallant  and  most  excel- 
lent officer.  Lieutenant  Utz,  commanding  Third 
Howitzers.  The  ammunition  of  most  of  the 
pieces  was  exhausted  before  dark,  and  the  pieces 
themselves  withdrawn.  Having  obtained  ammu- 
nition for  the  two  rifles  of  the  Third  Howitzers,  I 
sent  them  back  to  the  field,  where  they  remained, 
in  company  with  the  three  pieces  of  Captain 
Watson's  battery,  until  about  nine  o'clock. 
About  two  o'clock,  by  order  of  Colonel  Crutch- 
field,  I  placed  in  position,  on  the  hill  to  the  ex- 
treme right  of  our  infantry  line,  the  two  twenty- 
pounder  Parrotts  of  Captain  Poague's  battery. 
These  two  pieces,  unaided,  engaged  the  enemy's 
artiller)',  and  afterwards  opened  upon  the  infantry. 
The  exact  range  of  the  hill  having  been  obtained 
by  much  previous  firing,  our  loss  at  this  point 
was  heavy.  Among  the  killed  was  Lieutenant 
McCorkle,  a  brave  soldier  and  estimable  gentle- 
man. Later  in  the  evening,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Colennan  brought  up  two  howitzers  from  Captain 
Dance's  battery,  and  placed  them  on  the  left  of 
Captain  Poague's  pieces.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Coleman  was  severely  wounded  at  this  point,  but 
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remained  on  the  field  until  after  dark.  I  fear  I 
shall  lose  the  assistance  of  this  valuable  officer 
for  several  months.  Late  in  the  evening,  two 
pieces  of  Captain  Hupp's  battery,  under  Lieuten- 
ant Griffin,  were  ordered  to  the  right  of  the  rail- 
road, and  were  successfully  engaged  with  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters.  Captain  Brooke's  battery, 
although  not  actively  engaged,  was  exposed  to 
the  enemv's  fire  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  I 
cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  high  admira- 
tion for  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
my  command  in  the  action  before  Fredericks- 
burg. After  marching  all  of  the  previous  night, 
they  oaroe  upon  a  field  strewn  with  the  wrecks 
of  other  batteries,  and  behaved  in  a  manner 
which  elicited  the  praise  of  all  who  saw  them.  I 
append  a  list  of  casualties : 

lieutenant-Colonel  Coleman,  wounded  in  leg. 
Poague's  battery,  six  killed  and  ten  wounded. 
Watson's  Second  Howitzers,  one  killed  and  seven 
wounded.  Smith's  Third  Howitzers,  three  killed 
and  three  wounded.  Dance's  battery,  none  killed, 
two  wounded.  Hupp*8  battery,  none  killed,  one 
wounded.  Brooke's  battery,  none  killed,  'two 
wounded.  Total  killed,  ten.  Total  wounded, 
twenty-six. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  &ct  that 
but  few  of  the  shell  for  Farrott  rifles  exploded, 
owing  to  imperfect  fuses. 
Kespectfully  submitted. 

J.  Thompson  Brown, 

Colonel  First  Virginia  Artillery. 

SEPOBT   OF  MAJOU  D.   B.  BRIDQFORD. 

Headquarters  Provost  Marshal  ) 
Bjbcoxd  Corps,  Janunry  9, 1863.     ( 

Major  A,   8,  Pendleiouy   Assistant  Adjutant- 

Oenerai  : 

Major:  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  the 
Lieutenant-General  commanding,  I  herewith 
transmit  the  operations  of  the  provost  guard, 
consisting  of  the  battalion  and  Captain  Upshur's 
squadron  of  cavalry : 

On  the  eleventh  December  I  received  an  order 
to  move  towards  Fredericksburg,  with  two  days' 
rations  cooked  and  placed  in  haversacks. 

December  twelfth,  I  moved  at  dawn  on  the 
Fredericksburg  road  to  Hamilton's  Crossing, 
vhere  I  placed  a  guard  for  the  purpose  of  arrest- 
ing all  stragglers ;  also  placed  a  guard,  consisting 
of  cavalry  and  infantry,  along  the  whole  line  of 
the  corps,  in  rear  of  the  line  of  battle  about  half 
a  mile,  with  instructions  to  arrest  all  men  without 
proper  passes,  on  authorized  business  for  their 
commands,  to  be  brought  to  the  guard  placed  ofi 
the  railroad.  There  my  brigade  surgeon  was 
itationed  to  examine  all  men  claiming  to  be  sick, 
vitbout  proper  passes  from  their  brigade  or 
regimental  surgeons.  Numbers,  however,  were 
really  sick  and  totally  unfit  for  duty.  They  were 
without  passes.  When  a  sufficient  number  were 
eoliected  together,  I' sent  them,  under  charge 
of  cavalry,  to  be  delivered  to  the  first  major- 
general  whose  command  was  going  into  the 
fight,  to  place  them  in  front  and  most  exposed 


position  of  his  command.  I  am  happy  to  state 
the  number  arrested  and  sent  forward  were 
comparatively  few,  in  consideration  of  the  size 
of  the  army. 

During  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth,  the 
number  sent  in  under  guard  were  only  five  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six.  Numbers  were  turned  back, 
owing  to  their  not  having  proper  passes  to  return 
to  the  rear  to  cook,  &c. 

I  am  most  happy  to  state  I  had  no  occasion  to 
carry  into  effect  tne  order  to  shoot  all  stragglers 
who  refused  to  go  forward,  or  if  caught  a  second 
time,  upon  the  evidence  of  two  witnesses,  to  shoot 
them.  Had  I  occasion  to  carry  it  into  effect,  it 
certainly  should  have  been  executed  to  the  very 
letter. 

During  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  I  received 
and  placed  under  guard  three  hundred  and 
twenty-four  prisoners  of  war,  which  I  sent  to 
Richinond  by  order  of  General  Lee ;  eleven  of 
them  were  commissioned  officers  and  paroled  b^ 
me ;  the  balance  I  took  names,  regiments,  bri- 
gades, and  corps,  as  far  as  possible,  in  obedience 
to  your  order. 

December  sixteenth,  I  neceived  one  hundred 
and  nine  prisoners  of  war,  which  I  paroled  and 
sent  to  Guineas  Depot,  under  command  of  Oiptain 
Upshur,  with  instructions  to  have  them  forwarded 
by  railroad  to  Richmond,  if  possible,  which  or- 
ders were  carried  into  effect.  During  the  same 
day  I  went  through  Dr.  Black's  and  Whitehesd's 
hospital,  where  I  paroled  twenty-three  Federal 
prisoners. 

A  considerable  number  of  wounded  prisoners 
were  sent  to  Richmond.  They  do  not  appear  in 
this  statement,  nor  could  I  by  any  means  ascer- 
tain the  number. 

On  the  seventeenth,  I  received  an  order  to 
move  with  my  entire  guard  in  rear  of  General  D. 
H.  Hill's  division  on  the  Port  Royal  road.  Cap- 
tain Upshur,  with  his  squadron,  being  absent,  I 
ordered  Captain  Tucker  to  assist  in  bringing  up 
the  rear. 

On  the  eighteenth,  I  camped  on  Mr.  Brooke's 
farm,  near  where  General  D.  H.  Hill's  division 
halted.  I  am- happy  to  inform  you  that  there  was 
little  or  no  strangling;  the  number  did  not  ex- 
ceed thirty,  notwithstanding  I  used  the  cavalry  in 
scouring  the  entire  country  around.  It  is  my 
belief,  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  judge,  that  there  was 
little  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  men  to  shirk 
from  duty ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  everything  went 
to  prove  their  willingness  to  do  their  utmost. 
The  great  mass  seemed  eager  to  confront  the  foe. 
The  present  system  of  provost  guard,  if  carried 
into  effect,' will  prevent  all  future  straggling. 
I  have  the  nonor  to.be,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  Brldgford, 

M^Jor  and  Chief  Provost  Martthal  Second  Corps. 

P.  S.  During  the  thirteenth  there  were  three 
hundred  and  twenty  sent  back,  and  on  the  four- 
teenth two  hundred  and  six,  making  the  number, 
as  above  stated,  five  hundred  and  twenty-six. 
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List  of  Prisoners  captured  at  Fredericksburg  by  Lieutenant-General  Jackson* s  Corps. 


Commissioned  officers  paroled, 11 

Enlisted  men, 445 

Enlisted  men  paroled, 133 

"689 


Less  68  taken  and  sent  by  General  Long- 
street's  corps, 68 

521 


This  is  the  manner  they  were  received  here ;  five  hundred  and  twenty-one  is  the  amount  taken. 

Betum  of  smaU  Arms,  Ammunition,  Ac.,  collected  on  the  Battle^Field  before  Fredericksburg, 

in  the  Engagements  qf  the  12<A  and  \^ih  of  December,  1862. 


Small  Arms. 

AMMUKiTxoir,  Ac. 

^1 

r 
1 

OD 

r 

3148 

• 

1 

M 

1186 

s 

c: 

s 

< 
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• 

-S 

•s 

78 

i 

r 

42 

4 

OQ 
« 

8 

s 
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1- 

13 

26 

si 

a 
» 

59 

• 
IB 

g 

Q 
1406 

1 
3 

S 
X 

-a 

s 

1 

Mixed  and 
damaged 
Gartridges. 

Infantry  Accou- 
trements. 

c 

1 

250 

80,000 

04,000 

31,000 

50,000 

1,800 

312 

RECAPITUL 

Total.on  hand  at  the  reserve  trains, 
M     retained  by  the  first  army  cor 

**               '*                **         second  fii*nnv  t 

ATION. 
7 

,720 

!,166 

613 

602 

KKCAPITULATION. 
Grand  total  rounds  of  ammunition, .  •  . 

RECAPITULATION. 
Total  sets  of  aoeoutrements, 

255,000 

PS, 9 

•nraa. 

"     forwarded  to  Rlchmon(3 

1,   ........... 

• 

11 

,091 

.i,aoo 

RECAPITULATION    IN   FULL. 


Grand  total  of  arms  collected, 11,091 

Probable  loss  of  our  troops, 2,000 

Grand  total  of  arms  captured, .  •  .  .  • 0,091 

Headquabtebs,  a.  N.  y .  Ordnanct  Cfflce,  Jan.  20, 1863. 


Grand  total  of  rounds  of  ammunition^  .  •  •  .  •  255,000 

"  **       sets  of  accoutrements, 1,800 

RespectAilly  submitted 

Briscoe  G.  Baldwin, 
Lieuienant-Colanel  and  Chi^  of  Ordnance  A,  N.  V^ 


REPORT  OP  MAJOR  WHITE. 

Headquaktebs  White's  Cayalbt,  } 

December  24, 1802.     ( 

Brigadier- General  W.  E,  Jones,    commanding 

Valley  District : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  de- 
tailed account  of  my  scout  since  I  left  camp  on 
the  morning  of  the  tenth  instant.  I  camped  that 
night  near  Hillsborough. 

On  the  thirteenth  I  captured  twelve  infantry- 
men in  the  neighborhood  of  Hillsborough,  whom 
I  sent  back  to  Snickersville.  I  learned  from 
them  that  the  enemy  had  gone  in  the  direction 
of  Leesburg,  and  had  about  three  hours'  start.  I 
immediately  ordered  an  advanced  guard  to  push 
them  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  learn  the  force  of 
their  rear  guard.  My  advance  captured  six  in- 
fantrymen on  the  way,  who  were  also  sent  to 
SnickersviUe.  I  reached  Leesburg  about  three 
P.  M.  The  enemy's  cavalry  left  the  town  as  we 
came  in  sight.  My  advance  pushed  on,  and  en- 
countered them  about  three  miles  below  Leesburg, 


on  the  Centreville  road,  and,  after  a  brisk  skirmish, 
drove  them  into  the  rear  guard  of  their  infentry 
and  cavalry,  capturing  two  and  wounding  three. 
Nobody  hurt  on  our  side.    I  did  not  deem  it 

Erudent  to  attack  their  infantry  and  cavalry  com- 
ined  with  my  force,  and  returned  to  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Waterford,  and  cammed  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth  I  started  for 
Waterford,  where  I  encountered  Sam  Means's 
force,  some  sixty  men ;  we  charged  them  and 
drove  them  through  the  town,  killing  one  of  their 
lieutenants  and  capturing  their  orderly  sergeant 
and  one  private;  both  of  whom,  together  with 
those  already  sent  to  Snickersville,  making  twenty- 
two  in  all,  were  sent  to  your  headquarters  for 
disposal.  We  pursued  them  about  five  miles  in 
the  direction  or  Point  of  Rocks.  Learning  that 
there  was  a  force  of  about  sixty  cavaury  in 
Poolesville,  I  determined  to  push  forward  to  that 
place ;  sent  my  worst  horses  back ;  sent  a  squad 
of  men  to  watch  the  enemy  at  Harper's  Ferrv ; 
they  charged  the  pickets,  capturing  twenty-six, 
which  were  paroled.    I  crossed  the  Potomac  at 
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Conrad's  "Ferry  with  nmetr-three  men  about^  one 
hour  by  sun ;  arrived  at  rooleaviUe  about  eight, 
p.  M.  Before  entering  the  town  I  learned  that 
about  one  half  of  thehr  force  had  gone  on  a  scout ; 
and  that  the  remainder  were  quartered  in  the 
town  halL  Divided  my  force  and  charged  it  in 
two  directions.  Upon  surrounding  the  hall  and 
demanding  its  surrender,  was  answered  with  a 
Tolley  from  door  and  windows ;  we  returned  the 
fire  with  good  effect,  killing  a  lieutenant  and  the 
orderly  sergeant,  and  wounding  eight,  including 
the  lieutenant  conunanding.  The  hall  was  then 
surrendered ;  we  captured  twenty-one  prisoners, 
all  of  whom  we  paroled.  Our  loss  was  one  man 
killed. 

Some  of  the  enemy  were  scattered  around  the 
town,  and  when  they  heard  the  firing,  made  good 
their  escape.  We  also  captured  forty-three  horses, 
and  destroyed  all  the  stores,  consisting  of  clothing 
of  various  kinds,  blankets,  Enfield  rifles  and 
muskets,  also  a  large  lot  of  oommissarv  stores, 
together  with  wagons,  &o.  Remained  in  the 
town  for  several  hours,  and  recrossed  the  Potomac 
at  White's  Ford.  Whilst  camped  at  the  Trap,  I 
sent  a  scout  to  Leesburg  on  the  twentieth ;  tney 
captured  eight  prisoners  and  paroled  them. 

I  send  you  a  list  of  names  of  all  prisoners  cap- 
tured and  paroled  during  my  scout. 

Eluah  V.  White, 

MiOor,  commanding  Battalion. 

KEPOBT  OF  CAPTAIN  LATIMEE. 

Camp  nrar  Port  Rotal,  { 
December  25, 1S02.     ( 

ifa;or  5.  EaU,  A.  A,  A.  General  EvoeiVs  Di- 
vision : 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  would  most 
respectMly  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  batteries  of  Ewell's 
division  in  the  enagements  with  the  enemy  near 
Fredericksburg,  on  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
of  the  present  month : 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  I  was 
ordered  hj  General  Earljr  to  take  command  of 
the  batteries  of  the  division,  as  acting  chief  of 
trtillery,  and  I  immediatly  reported  to  Colonel 
Ciutchfield,  chief  of  artillery  second  corps,  for 
instructidhs.  He  ordered  me  to  park  the  bat- 
teries in  a  sheltered  spot,  behind  a  range  of  hills, 
•bout  half  a  mile  benind  our  line  of  battle,  and 
there  await  orders.  He  shortly  after  returned, 
and  directed  me  to  take  mv  own  battery,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  lanner,  and  Captain 
Brown's,  under  cammand  of  Lieutenant  Piater, 
to  the  relief  of  some  batteries  occupying  a  posi- 
tion near  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  formed  by 
the  second  corps,  and,  to  report  to  Brigadier- 
General  Pender,  whose  brigade  then  occupied 
this  position.  Only  five  guns  were  required,  and, 
by  direction  of  General  Pender,  I  relieved  five  of 
tbe  guns  at  that  point  by  the  two  rifles  belonging 
to  my  battery  ai}d  the  three  rifles  composing 
Captaui  Brown's.  The  position  on  which  these 
guns  were  posted  was  not  a  very  advantageous 
one,  but  the  best  that  could  be  selected,  it  was 
i  small  rising  in  an  open  field,  wiUi  a  wood  to 


the  right,  in  which  a  portion  of  General  A.  P. 
Hill's  division  was  posted,  and  on  the  left  was  a 
ditch  and  bank  running  parallel  with  the  railroad, 
behind  which  a  portion  of  General  Hood's  di- 
vision was  posted.  In  firont,  at  the  distance  of 
about  a  mile,  were  four  of  the  enemy's  batteries, 
with  lines  of  skirmishers  considerably  advanced 
in  front  of  said  batteries.    We  were  exposed  to 

auite  a  heavy  fire  from  these  batteries,  but  gained 
le  position  without  loss.  My  orders  were  to 
fire  only  at  infantry  unless  the  batteries  advanced, 
which  orders  I  obeyed,  firing  only  once  at  them, 
and  then  only  to  cover  the  advance  of  General 
McLaws's  brigade,  which  was  made  late  in  the  day. 
I  was  kept  constantly  engaged  at  this  point  from 
eleven  A.  M.,  when  I  gained  it,  until  night,  re- 
pelling repeated  advances  of  the  enemy  by  the 
use  of  canister.  I  relieved  these  batteries  that 
night  by  Captain  Carrington's  battery,  which 
engaged  the  enemy  next  morning,  upon  the  ad- 
vance of  their  skirmishers,  Successfully  driving 
them  back.  Shortly  after  moving  to  the  left  with 
the  batteries  spoken  of  above.  Captain  D'Aquin's 
and  the  Staunton  artillery,  Lieutenant  Garber, 
were  ordered  by  Colonel  Crutchfield  to  the  right 
of  our  lines,  to  report  to  Major  Pelham,  where 
they  were  engaged  most  of  the  day.  Not  having 
personally  superintended  their  movements  during 
the  day,  I  am  unable  to  describe  them  minutely. 
Captain  Dement's  battery  was  ordered  to  the 
front  on  the  fourteenth,  where  it  remained  in 
battery  until  we  marched  to  this  point,  without, 
however,  becoming  engaged  at  any  time.  We 
have  to  lament  the  loss  of  Captain  L.  £.  D'Aouin, 
of  the  Louisiana  Guard  artillery.  A  more  gallant 
officer  or  more  worthy  man  never  fell  upon  the 
field  of  battle.  Also,  Lieutenant  Grayson,  Cap- 
tain Brown's  battery.  He  fell,  nobly,  at  his  post. 
The  losses  in  the  different  batteries  are  as  follows : 

Louisiana  Guard  artillery,  Captain  D'Aquin— 
Captain  D'Aouin,  killed ;  one  private  wounded ; 
two  horses  disabled ;  one  gun  disabled. 

Captain  Brown's  battery,  Lieutenant  Plater  — 
Lieutenant  Grayson  and  one  private  killed ;  nine 
wounded ;  sixteen  horses  disabled ;  also,  one  gun 
and  one  caisson. 

Staunton  artillery.  Lieutenant  Garber — none 
killed  or  wounded ;  one  horse  disabled  and  one 
gun  carriage,  afterwards  repaired. 

Courtney  artillery,  Lieutenant  Tanner  —  one 
private  killed;  Lieutenant  Tanner  and  six  pri- 
vates wounded ;  eight  horses  disabled. 

Captain  Carrington's  battery  —  four  men 
wounded ;  seven  horses  disabled. 

Captain  Dement's  battery  —  none  killed  or 
wounded ;  four  horses  disabled. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  say  that  all  the 
officers  and  men  under  my  command  acted  in  a 
hiehly  creditable  manner,  promptly  and  cheer- 
fully obeying  all  orders,  and  standing  to  their 
posts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Veiy  respectiuUv, 

Your  most  ooedient  servant, 

J.  W.  liATIMER. 
Captdn,  sad  AisHag  Chief  of  ArtUIery  of  KweU's  Divlskm. 
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REFOBT  OF  COLONEL  B.  L.  WALKER. 

Hbaoquabtsbs  Abtillekt  Corps,  I 
December  21, 1M2.     { 

Mqjor  E.  C,  Morgan^  Assistant  AdjutanUOen- 

eral: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  operations  of"  the  artillery  corps 
of  the  light  division  in  the  engagement  of  Satur- 
day, the  thirteenth  instant : 

The  batteries  of  Captains  Mcintosh  and  Pegram, 
with  a  section  of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Latham, 
Johnson,  and  Crenshaw,  commanded  respectively 
1)y  lieutenants  Potts,  Clutter,  and  James  Ellett, 
numbering  altogether  fourteen  guns,  had  position 
on  the  heights  near  the  railroad,  supported  by 
the  brigades  of  Brigadier-General  Fiela  (Colonel 
Brockenbrough  commanding)  and  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Archer.  Captains  Braxton  (Lieutenant  Marye 
commanding  Braxton's  battery)  and  Davidson, 
with  five  and  four  guns  respectively,  took  position 
on  the  left  wing  of  the  light  division,  in  tne  plain 
just  to  the  right  of  Deep  Run  Creek,  and  were 
supported  by  the  brigades  of  Brigadier  Generals 
Pender  and  Lane.  About  ten  a.  m.,  the  enemy 
began  a  desultory  fire  from  several  batteries,  as 
if  feeling  our  position.  Their  fire,  about  eleven 
A.  M.,  became  not  and  well  directed,  causing  us 
some  loss  in  men  and  horses.  Captain  Mcintosh, 
commanding  his  own  guns,  and  the  sections  of 
Captains  Latham  and  Johnson,  and  Captain 
Pegram,  commanding  his  own  guns  and  the  sec- 
tion of  Crenshaw,  were  directed  to  withhold  their 
fire  till  there  should  be  an  infantry  demonstration. 
The  enemy,  weary  of  suspense,  about  twelve  M., 
formed  a  front  to  attack  the  heights.  Their  ad- 
vance, made  by  a  division  apparently,  was 
speedily  broken  and  driven  back  by  Captains 
Mcintosh  and  Pegram's  murderous  fire  —  the 
enem^r  opening  upon  them  meanwhile  very  de- 
fitnictively,  with  at  least  twenty-five  gnns.  This 
attempt  having  failed,  the  enemy,  concentrated 
in  mass  and  in  enormous  force,  moved  forward 
rapidly,  protected  by  a  fearful  fire  from  all  their 
guns,  toward  the  point  of  woods  in  the  plain,  in 
defiance  of  our  guns,  which  were  served  rapidly 
and  with  great  havoc  upon  their  dense  ranks.  In 
advancing  to,  and  being  routed  by,  the  infantry 
from  the  woods,  they  sufiered  very  heavy  loss 
from  the  fire  of  our  guns.  While  the  attention 
of  our  guns  was  devoted  to  their  infantry,  their 
artillery  caused  us  heavy  loss;  but  as  soon  as 
engaged  by  our  guns  their  shot  flew  wide,  though 
in  weight  of  metal  they  much  exceeded  us.  At 
half-past  three  p.  M.,  Captains  Mcintosh  and 
Pegram  becoming  short  of  men  and  ammunition, 
and  having  one  gun  disabled  and  a  caisson  and 
limber  exploded,  they  were  relieved  by  the  corps 
of  Colonel  Brown,  except  one  section  of  Captain 
Pegram's  battery,  whicn  remained  till  nightfall 
Here  we  lost  Lieutenants  James  Ellett  and  Z.  C. 
McGruder,  whose  memory  we  should  not  willingly 
let  die.  Lieutenant  Clutter  was  wounded  also, 
and  man^  brave  men  of  the  rank  and  file,  gal- 
lantly domg  their  duty,  were  wounded  and  kiUed. 
On  the  left  of  the  Ught  division,  Lieutenant 


Marye  and  Captain  Davidson,  with  their  com- 
mands, fully  sustained  their  high  reputation. 
Three  charges  were  made  upon  their  position,  and 
{gallantly  repulsed  with  cabister.  Outnumbered 
m  weight  or  metal,  and  often  closely  approached 
by  the  enemy's  infantry,  they  as  often  sent  them 
back  with  canister  and  shrapnel,  and  held  their 
position  until  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  abandon 
It  Captain  Braxton  was  withdrawn  about  three 
P.  M.,  and  Captain  Davidson  at  nightfall.  Lieu- 
tenant Brander,  of  the  latter  battery,  was  slightly 
wounded. 

The  guns  upon  both  flanks  were  served  with 
the  coolness  of  a  parade,  though  exposed  to  a 
fire  which  seemed  to  fill  the  air  with  destruction. 

Where  ail  did  their  duty  as  well  as,  I  am  proud 
to  saj",  the  artillery  of  the  li^ht  division  did  theirs 
in  this  engagement,  comparison  would  be  invidi- 
ous. Men  and  officers  vied  with  each  other  in 
their  devotion  to  duty  and  regardlessness  of  self. 
I  cannot,  however,  neglect  this  opportunity  to  call 
your  especial  attention  to  Lieutenant  J.  U.  Cham- 
berlayne  as  particularly  deserving  notice  for  his 
gallant  conduct.  His  services  are  almost  indis- 
pensable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  L.  Walker, 

Lleatena&t-C61onel,commimding  Artillery  Light  Division. 

REPORT   OP   CAPTAIN   NADENBOUSCH, 
COMMANDING  REGIMENT. 

Headquarters  6BCOND  Regiment  > 

Virginia  Infantrt,        > 

Camp  near  Moss  Neck,  Deoember  23, 1802.  > 

Lieutenant  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Second  Virginia  regiment  in  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  fought  December  thir- 
teenth, 1862 : 

The  regiment  left  camp  near  Guineas  Depot  at 
six  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  twelfth  instant,  marched 
to  Hamilton's  Crossing,  on  the  Richmond  and 
Fredericksburg  rdlroad,  thence  in  a  westwardly 
direction  to  a  large  wood  covering  the  crest  of 
hills  overlooking  the  battle-field.  After  a  num- 
ber of  changes  of  position,  bivouacked  for  the 
night  in  the  wood  above  referred  to,  in  rear  of 
General  Gregg's  brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division, 
which  held  the  military  road. 

About  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  December  thirteenth, 
the  heavy  cannonading  on  the  right  and  left,  and 
the  sharp  skirnushing  in  front,  announced  the 
great  battle  was  near  at  hand.  As  the  day  ad- 
vanced the  musketry  became  more  distinct  and 
continuous,  and  soon  the  line  in  front  of  us  became 
hotly  engaged.  At  this  time  an  order  to  advance 
was  given,  which  was  done  with  order  and  alacrity, 
marching  in  a  north-easterly  direction.  The 
Second  regiment  was  on  the  ri^ht  of  the  brigade, 
and  in  consequence  of  this  po&ntion,  was  the  only 
one  of  the  brigade,  so  far  as  I  know,  engaged  in 
the*  musketry  fight.  Marching  forward  in  line, 
with  the  other  regiments  of  tne  brigade,  I  ob- 
served that  there  was  no  support  on  our  right, 
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and  kept  a  sharp  look  oot  for  the  safety  of  that 
flank.     I  appreheoded  that  if  the  enemy  was  near 
at  band  they  would  take  advantage  ox  this  ^ap, 
and  fall  upon  our  flank  at  this  unguarded  point ; 
and  so  it  turned  out.    How,  and  in  what  way,  the 
enemy  gained  this  advanced  position,  and  what 
disposition  had  been  made  of  our  front  line,  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  say.    The  gap  was  Uiere, 
and  they  pushed  forward  with  a  large  infantry 
force  and  a  battery  of  artillery,  as  was  ascertained 
from  prisoners  captured  and  wounded  men  upon 
the   field.    Observing  them  through  the  dense 
foliage  at  a  distance,  and  the  Brigadier  being  at  a 
diflerent  point  on  the  line,  I  took  the  responsi- 
bility of  filing  my  regiment  to  the  right,  present- 
ing my  front  to  the  enemy.    No  sooner  had  I 
ffotten  into  position  than  they  opened  a  heavy 
fire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  to  which  the  re^- 
ment  replied  rapidly  and  effectively,  men  and 
officers  standing  to  their  posts  and  doing  their 
duty  as  only  veterans  know  how.    I  rejoice  to  be 
able  to  say  that  there  were  but  few  men  in  the 
regiment  who  disgraced  the  name  of  soldier.    It 
was  during  this  brief  but  brisk  fight  that  the 
regiment  sustained  a  loss  of  three  killed  and 
seventeen    wounded.    Among   the    latter  were 
Lieutenant   William    B.   Colston,  commanding* 
Company  E,  and  Lieutenant  J.  J.  Haines,  Com- 
pany £.    The  enemy  soon  fied.    We  then  ad- 
vanced to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  railroad, 
(the  front  line  of  the  army,)  and  remained  in 
this  position  until  about  seven  o'clock  p.  M.,  send- 
ing forward  Company  C,  (Captain  Randolph,)  as 
skirmishers  to  the  j^ailroad.    About  this  time  the 
brigade  was  withdrawn  to  the  military  road,  where 
we  slept  upon  our  arms  until  half  past  three 
o'clock  A.  M.,  fourteenth  instant,  when  we  were 
ordered  to  take  position  in  advance,  along  the 
line   of  railroad.    There  was  quite  lively  skir- 
mishing daring  the  entire  day  ^  had  one  man 
wounded. 

About  five  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  fifteenth  in- 
stant, the  brigade  was  relieved  by  Rodes'  brigade, 
of  D.  H.  Hill's  division,  and  returned  to  the  rear 
in  third  line  —  reserve. 

During  the  entire  four  days  of  exposure,  sus- 
pense, and  danger,  both  officers  and  men  evinced 
the  true  spirit  of  patriots  and  soldiers.  I  cannot 
but  feel  proud  of  the  honor  of  having  commanded 
such  men.  Captain  K.  T.  Colston,  second  in 
command,  and  Adjutant  R.  W.  Hunter,  deserve 
honorable  mention  at  my  hands  for  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  during  the  engagement,  and  their 
material  aid  in  the  command  of  the  regiment. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Q.  A.  Nadenbousch, 

Capuln,  comiBandlug  Seeosd  Regiment  Virginia  Infiintry. 

Lui  of  CatuaUiu  in  the  Second  Virginia  Infan- 
try, December  13,  1862  : 

Company  A.  —  Private  Thomas  Barr,  severely 
wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious. 

Company  E^ — First  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Col- 

'ston,  severely  wounded  by  shell,  very  serious; 

Second  Lieutenant  J.  J.  Hames,  severely  wounded 


by  musket  ball,  not  serious;  private  Samuel 
Stuckey,  severely  wounded  by  gunshot,  not  seri- 
ous ;  private  Harvey  Kite,  severely  wounded  by 
gunshot,  not  serious ;  private  N.  D.  Rittenhour, 
severely  wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious ;  pri- 
vate Alexander  Porterfield,  slightly  wounded  by 
shell ;  private  John  Kiser,  mortally  wounded,  and 
since  died. 

Company  F.  —  Private  J.  M.  Fleming,  killed 
by  shell ;  private  Ford  Friar,  mortally  wounded 
by  gunshot 

Company  O.  — Sergeant  Charles  M.  Asouith, 
slightly  wounded  by  shell ;  private  Fayette  Raw- 
lins, severely  wounded  by  snell,  serious  ;  private 
William  Kerl,  slightly  bruised  by  shell ;  private 
Daniel  Moler,  slightly  bruised  by  shell ;  private 
Samuel  Fay,  slight;  private  Charles  G.  Tabb, 
slight 

Company  H.  —  Private  J.  A.  Luck,  severely 
wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious ;  private  James 
Hicks,  s%htly ;  private  William  Reed,  severely 
wounded  by  gufisnot,  not  serious. 

Company  L — Private  J.  T.  Barr,  severely 
wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious. 

Company  Ic.  —  First  Lieutenant  B.  W.  Moore, 
slightly  bruised  by  shell. 

Total,  twenty-one. 

J.  Q.  A.  Nadenbousch, 

Colonel,  commanding  Second  Vii^nla  Infantr/. 

REPORT   OF   LIEUT.-COLONBL   EDMONDSON. 

Headquarters  TwEnTT-SBTEHTH ) 

ViKOiNiA  Volunteers,       > 

Camp  Paxton's  Bbigade,  December  23, 1802. ) 

Lieutenant  ArnaU,  A,  A.  A,  General  First  Bri' 

gade: 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  order,  I  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  report  of  the  participation  of 
my  regiment  in  the  late  battle  ot  the  thirteenth 
instant,  before  Fredericksburg,  viz. : 

General  Paxton's  brigade,  of  which  my  regi- 
ment forms  a  part,  occupied,  on  the  morning  of 
the  thirteenth,  the  rear  position,  or  the  third 
parallel  line,  in  supporting  distance  of  General 
Gregg's  brigade,  which  occupied  a  })osition  on 
the  second  parallel  line.  About  nine  o'clock 
A.  M.,  a  heavy  cannonading  commenced,  and  was 
kept  up  till  about  noon,  to  which  my  regiment, 
and  the  brigade  generally,  was  severely  subjected, 
but  unflinchingly  withstood.  About  noon  the  in- 
fantry became  engaged,  and  the  battle,  for  hours, 
raged  furiously.  Our  line  in  front  finally  seem- 
ing to  nve  way,  mv  regiment,  together  with  the 
remainoer  of  the  brigade,  eager  for  iJie  fray, 
moved  up  rapidly  and  in  good  order  (passing 
over  troops  wnich,  to  all  appearance,  seemed  to 
be  doubting  as  to  their  dutv)  to  the  support  of 
their  comrades  in  front  Ihe  enemy,  nowever, 
had  been  whipped  back  in  the  mean  time,  and  our 
brigade  became  not  engaged.  The  remainder  of 
the  day*  was  engaged  m  changing  position,  but 
the  enemy  did  not  advance. 

I  sustained  no  loss  in  either  killed,  wounded* 
or  missing.  I  would,  however,  here  remark  that 
I  have  never  seen  the  officers  and  men  of  my 
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regiment  behave  iritfa  more  gallantry  and  with 
cooler  courage,  seemingly  having  determined  to 
conquer  or  die. 

Respectfully, 

James  R.  Edmondson, 

Ltenteiuiit-CoIoDeK  commanding  Twentj-Seventh 
Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 

REPORT   OF  MAJOR   WILLIAM   TSBRY. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Regiment  ) 

Virginia  Volunteers,  > 

December  23, 1662.     > 

Captain  Charles  8,  Arnold,  A,  A,  A.  Oeneral 

Paxton*8  Brigade: 

Sir  :  On  the^  twelfth  instant  the  Fourth  regi- 
ment Virginia  volunteers  left  camp,  five  miles 
north-west  of  Guineas  Station,  and  moved  in  the 
direction  of  Fredericksburg,  arriving  at  Hamil- 
ton's Crossing  before  noon,  remaining  near  there 
some  hours.  Early  in  the  afternoon  the  regiment, 
with  the  brigade,  moved  forward,  and  was  put  in 
position  in  rear  of  a  portion  of  A\  P.  Hill's  divis- 
ion, in  the  woods  west  of  the  railroad,  and  to  the 
right  of  the  road  leading  from  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing in  the  direction  of  the  Telegraph  road.  The 
regiment  several  times  changed  position  during 
the  afternoon,  and  rested  for  the  night  by  their 
guns,  a  little  in  rear  of  the  summit  in  these  woods 
—  the  Fourth  regiment  during  the  day  occupying 
the  left  of  the  brigade. 

Early  next  morning,  the  thirteenth  instant,  the 
evidence  of  the  approaching  conflict  was  heard  in 
brisk  skirmishing  and  cannonading,  the  enemy's 
shot  and  shell  passing  and  fre<^uently  bursting 
near  the  Fourth  regiment,  but  doing  no  damage. 
Toward  noon  the  regiment  was  retired  a  few 
hundred  yards  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  from 
which  position  we  soon  moved  forward  by  the 
front.  Early  in  this  movement  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Gardner  was  severelv  wounded  in  the 
face  by  a  fragment  of  shell,  whilst  gallantly  lead- 
ing his  regiment,  and  carried  from  the  field.  As 
the  next  in  rank,  I  assumed  command.  The 
regiment  continued  to  move  forward  in  direction 
of  the  heavy  infantry  firing  in  front,  until  we 
passed  the  crest  of  the  hill,  when  we  moved  by  the 
right  flank  along,  and  crossing  the  military  road. 
Here  the  Fourth  regiment  was  ordered  to  take 
position  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  brigade, 
which  was  promptly  done,  and  again  formed  in 
line  of  battle.  Dunng  this  time  we  were  exposed 
to  a  galling  flre  of  shot  and  shell,  which  wounded 
several  of  my  men. 

Ilie  engaigement  still  progressing,  we  were 
again  ordered  forward  along  the  military  road, 
and  took  a  position  then  unoccupied  by  anv 
troops,  some  one  hundred  yards  to  the  west  of, 
and  parallel  to,  the  railroad.  I  threw  out  skir- 
mishers in  front  of  the  regiment,  who  kept  up  a 
brisk  fire  with  the  enemy's  skirmishers  until  dark, 
killing  and  wounding  several  of  them.  We  re- 
mained here  until  after  night,  when  I  was  ordered 
to  follow  the  Twenty-seventh  regiment  We 
moved  a  short  distance  to  the  rear  along  the 
military  road,  by  which  we  had  advanced,  lying 
down  ior  the  night  by  the  road  side. 


At  three  A.  M.,  fourteenth  instant,  we  were 
aroused,  moved  a  few  hundred  yards  through 
the  woods,  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg, 
and  were  placed  in  position  behind  the  embank- 
ment of  the  railroad — the  Second  Virginia  regi* 
ment  resting  upon  a  skirt  of  woods  which  crossed 
the  railroad,  and  the  Fourth  regiment  on  the 
left  of  the  Second.  We  remained  in  this  position 
during  Sunday,  the  fourteenth  instant,  hourly  ex* 
pecting  a  general  advance  of  the  enemy,  but  the 
day  passed  without  any  incident  worthy  of  notice, 
beyond  the  skirmishing  between  the  sharpshoot- 
ers on  both  sides.  I,  however,  restrained  the 
Fourth  regiment,  and  permitted  no  firing,  and 
thus  protected  my  men  from  any  loss. 

At  dawn  on  Monday  morning,  the  fifteenth 
instant,  my  regiment  was  relieved  from  duty  on 
the  advance  post,  and  retired,  with  the  brigade, 
about  one  mile  to  the  rear,  in  the  woods,  where 
we  remained  till  Tuesday  morning,  from  which 
place  we  marched  to  our  present  encampment  in 
Caroline  county. 

Of  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men,  from 
Lieutenant^Colonel  Gardner  down,  it  afibrds  nie 
great  pleasure  to  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of 
commendation.  For  coolness  and  steadiness  un- 
der a  trying  fire  of  artillery,  I  never  saw  their 
conduct  surpassed.  And  while  they  were  not 
called  on  to  participate  in  an  infantry  fight,  they 
showed  they  were  ready  to  meet  its  danger  and 
to  do  their  duty.  And  I  avail  myself  of  this  op- 
portunity to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the 
officers  and  men  for  their  cheerful,  prompt,  and 
ready  obedience  to  orders  under  every  circum- 
stance; and,  when  all  have  behaved  so  well,  I 
should  do  injustice  did  I  attempt  to  bestow  marked 
distinction  upon  any.  I  must  also  express  my 
regret  at  the  loss  the  service  has  sustained  in  the 
wounding  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gardner,  whose 
whole  conduct  during  this  war,  on  many  hard- 
fought  battle-fields,  has  marked  him  as  a  most 
trustworthy  and  efficient  officer. 

I  give  below  a  list  of  the  casualties. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

William  Terry, 

MsJor,  commandlnc^  Fourth  Regiment 
Vir(^uift  voluateere. 

List  of  Castudiies  in  the  Fourth  Regiment  Vir- 
ginia Volunteers, 

Field  and  Staff. — Lieutenant-Colonel  Gard- 
ner, severely  wounded  in  the  face. 

Company  ^.—Corporal  Thomaa  ChatweO, 
shot  in  foot. 

Company  C — Wounded:  Private  S.  S.  Cod- 
dall,  in  right  foot ;  private  William  Boyd,  in  left 
leg ;  private  George  Pratt,  in  left  leg ;  private  C. 
L.  Terry,  in  the  back. 

Company  D.  ^Wounded :  Private  G.  H.  Hudge, 
in  right  leg ;  private  A.  J.  Wolfe,  in  right  hip. 

Company  F,  —  Wounded:  Sergeant  f.  R. 
Stamper,  in  foot ;  private  W.  S.  Shupe,  in  right 
hip ;  private  S.  O.  Canico,  in  left  side. 

Company  O. — Wounded:  Sergeant  J.  H.- 
Sublett,  left  hip ;  Cornoral  G.  A.  Wulis,  left  arm ; 
private  P.  Hall,  in  leh  hip  and  breast 
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Company  L.  ^  Wounded :  Prhrate  J.  C.  Snider, 
ID  left  arm. 

The  wounds  in  most  of  the  foregoinK  cases  are 
slight — from  fragments  of  shell.  Many  have 
already  returned  to  duty. 

William  Tbrky, 

MfOor,  isommiuidlDg  Fourth  Regiment 


Virginia  volunteers. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  McKENDREE. 

Hbadqctabtbrs  Carpenter's  Battrrt, 
Caup  Paxton's  Brigade,  December  23,  won. 


I 

General  E,  F,  Paxton,  commanding  First  Bri- 
gade: 

General:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this 
company  in  the  action  of  Saturday,  the  thirteenth 
instant : 

On  the  morning  of  the  day  above  mentioned, 
about  six  o'clock,  we  were  conducted  by  Captain 
Brockenbrough,  then  acting  chief  of  artillery,  to 
a  position  in  front  of  General  Branch's  brigade, 
being  supported  by  the  Seventh  North  Carolina 
regimenty  which  was  posted  alongside  of  the  rail- 
road, about  one  hundred  yards  to  our  rear.  We 
were  instructed  to  hold  our  position  until  our 
support  had  passed  to  the  front,  then  if  necessary, 
to  move  to  another  point  some  three  hundred 
yards  to  the  rear.  As  soon  as  we  arrived  on  the 
ground  the  battery  was  prepared  for  action,  but 
remained  silent,  according  to  orders,  until  about 
nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  when  we  observed  the  enemy 
advancing  on  our  right  in  considerable  force, 
(infantry,)  when  w^,  in  connection  with  Captains 
Braxton's  and  Wooding's  batteries,  immediately 
on  our  right,  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  the  advancing 
column,  which  caused  them  to  waver  and  break 
for  a  time,  but  soon  reappeared,  at  the  same  time 
advanced  several  batteries  on  oiur  left  and  front 
to  within  short  range,  and  opened  a  destructive 
fire  of  artillery  on  our  batteries.  When  I  ob- 
served them  advancing  witli  artillery  on  our  leff, 
attempting  to  enfilade  our  position,  (which  they 
had  partially  succeeded  in  doing,)  I  at  once  de- 
spatcned  a  messenger  to  the  commanding  ofBcers 
of  two  batteries  to  our  left  and  rear,  requesting 
them  to  be^n  firing  at  once,  and,  if  possible,  dis- 
lodge the  pieces  thus  advanced.  Soon  after  one  or 
both  the  batteries  began  a  very  slow  fire,  but  with- 
out either  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position  or 
attracting  the  firing  in  that  direction.  The  fire  was 
BO  destructive  that  we  were  soon  compelled  to 
continue  the  action  with  three  pieces  instead  of 
four ;  and  still  later  withdrew  another  piece,  and 
placed  all  the  available  men  I  then  had  to  the 
two  remaining  guns,  and  thus  continued  the 
action  until  our  skirmishers  were  driven  to  the 
rear,  and  the  infantry  of  the  enemy  rapidly  ad- 
vancing, irhich  being  observed  by  Captain  Brock- 
enbrougb»  be  called  on  our  support  to  come  to 
our  rescue,  which  they  promptly  did,  passing 
some  ^twenty  yards  to  our  front,  and  held  the 
enemy  in  check  until  we  could  limber  up  our  two 
remaining  guns,  which  being  done,  we  retired  in 
good  order  some  minutes  after  the  other  batteries 


had  left  the  field — this  being  about  eleven  o'clock 
A.  H,  We  left  one  caisson  on  the  field  for  want 
of  horses  to  haul  it  o£  I  then  took  a  command- 
ing position  some  three  hundred  yards  to  the 
rear,  of  my  first,  and  sent  the  orderly  sergeant 
(having  no  commissioned  officer  to  assist  me)  to 
halt  the  two  pieces  first  sent  from  the  field,  and 
which  were  then  moving  off  with  Captain  Wood- 
lug's  battery*  He  soon  returned,  informing  me 
that  Captain  Brockenbrough  was  riding  at  the 
head  of  the  retiring  column.  Supposing  that  he 
intended  me  to  follow,  I  then  moved  on.  When 
I  came  up  with  him  found  that  he  had  been  se^ 
verely  wounded,  in  consequence  of  which  he  was 
retiring.  He  then  orderea  me  to  take  command 
of  Wooding's  battery,  in  connection  with  my  own, 
which  I  did,  and  reported  to  General  A.  P.  Hill 
for  orders,  who  directed  me  to  go  to  the  nearest 
open  field  in  rear,  eet  as  many  pieces  ready  for 
action  as  practicable,  and  await  further  orders* 
Late  in  the  afternoon  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Taliaferro  directing  me  to  return  to  a 
point  on  the  left,  near  the  one  occupied  in  the 
morning,  and  open  fire  on  the  enemy  at  once. 
Arriving  near  the  point  designated,  met  that 
officer,  who  informed  me  that  we  were  too  late, 
directing  that  we  go  back,  and'go  into  camp  for 
the  night 

Casualties  : 

Second  Lieutenant  D.  R.  '^Barton,  killed  ;  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant  William  T.  Lambie,  wounded 
severely}  private  Thomas  Hastings,  killed;  Ser* 
geant  r*.  Karnes,  wounded  slight;  Corporal  P. 
O'Conner,  slight ;  Corporal  J.  F.  Fudge,  severe  j 
privates  A.  Staff,  severe ;  A.  J.  Barrow,  severe ; 
George  Mvers,  severe ;  William  Baggage,  severe ; 
John  Miller,  slight ;  £.  Piper,  severe ;  John 
Sawyers,  slight;  James  Gluver,  slight;  Isaac 
Swindle,  slight;  H.  Martin,  slight;  William 
Newcomer,  slight ;  M.  Clemm,  slight ;  H.  Loch, 
severe ;  A.  McCarty,  slight ;  J.  Hawkins,  severe ; 
John  O'Niel,  slight ;  W.  AUemong,  severe ;  John 
McCarty,  slight ;  Joseph  Grim,  slight ;  John  Cad- 
waJader,  slight ;  Joseph  Anderson,  missing.  Ten 
horses  killed  and  four  disabled. 

George  McKendree, 

Lieutenant,  commanding  Battery. 
REPORT   OF  COLONEL  WARREN. 

HBADQUAKTBBS  TAUAFE1tRO*S  BRIGADE,  t 

December  10, 1862.     ) 
Major  Talurferroj  Assistant  Adjutant-General 

Jackson^ s  Ditisicn : 

Major:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  recent  action  near 
Fredericksburg : 

The  brigade  left  its  encampment  Friday  morn- 
ing about  sunrise,  and,  on  arrivinj^  at  Hamilton's 
Crossing,  was  put  in  position  m  rear  of  the 
Hamilton  house,  in  support  of  the  batteries 
stationed  on  the  hill.  Tnis  position  it  occupied 
the  remainder  of  the  day  and  that  night,  but  saw 
nothing  of  the  enemy. 
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Early  Saturday  morning  I  was  ordered  to  the 
left,  and  took  position  in  rear  and  supportinir  dis- 
tance of  Brigadier-General  Paxton*s  brigade,  in 
the  following  order :  Tliirty-seventh  Virginia  regi- 
ment, commanded  by  Colonel  T.  V.  W  illiams ; 
Tenth  Virginia  regiment,  commanded  by  Captain 
W.  B,  Yancey ;  IVenty-third  Virginia  regiment, 
commanded  by  Captain  A.  S.  Richardson ;  Fort^- 
seyenth  Alabama  regiment,  commanded  by  Captain 
I.  M.  Campbell ;  Forty-eighth  Alabama  regiment, 
commanded  by  Captain  C.  B.  St.  John.  During 
the  day  I  was  advanced  to  the  front,  until  I 
came  up  to  the  second  line,  at  which  point  I 
received  orders  to  fidl  back  to  the  military  road 
and  occupy  it. 

Next  morning,  in  accordance  with  orders,  I 
occupied  the  front  line  on  General  Paxton's  left. 
Early  in  the  morning  my  skirmishers  engaged 
those  of  the  enemy  for  a  short  time,  but  during 
the  day  and  night  following  this  part  of  the  line 
was  remarkably  quiet. 

Monday  morning,  being  relieved,  we  retired  to 
the  third  line.  Captain  Wooding's  battery  was 
detached  from  the  brigade  Friday  morning,  and 
its  action  did  not  come  un4er  my  observation. 
It  was,  however,  early  in  the  action,  and  sus- 
tained its  reputation  for  gallantry  and  efficiency, 
but  I  regret  to  say,  suffered  severely  —  Captain 
Wooding  and  Lieutenant  Jones  both  being  se- 
verely wounded.  The  loss  sustained  by  the  bri- 
gade, not  including  loss  in  battery,  was  slight, 
being  two  officers  and  fourteen' privates  wounded. 
I  refer  to  the  report  already  furnished  for  names, 
&c 

Most  respectfully, 

E.  T.  H.  Warren, 

Colonel  Tenth  Virginia  Begiment,  commanding  Brigade. 

BEPOBT  OP  COLONEL   H.  J.  WILLIAMS. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Virginia  Volunteers,  ) 

December  24, 18A2.     ) 

Li^enant  C,  8.  Amallf  Acting  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-Oenerdl : 

Lieutenant  :  In  pursuance  of  orders  from  bri- 
gade headquarters,  I  herewith  transmit  report  of 
this  regiment  during  the  engagement  near  Freder- 
icksburg, December  thirteen,  1862. 

On  Uie  morning  of  twelfth  December,  the 
regiment  with  the  brigade  left  camp  with  two 
hundred  and  forty-six  men,  non-commissioned, 
&c.,  with  seventeen  commissioned  officers,  taking 
the  road  leading  to  Fredericksburg.  Having 
marched  a  distance  of  about  six  miles,  we  were 
halted  along  the  railroad  and  ordered  to  load; 
which  being  accomplished,  we  marched  and 
countermarched  along  the  railroad.  Taking  an  ob- 
Uque  course  across  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  road, 
we  proceeded  along  and  upon  the  top  of  the  hills 
overlooking  the  vauey  about  and  around  Freder- 
icksburg, where  we  remained  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  day  and  night,  without  anything  of 
importance  occurring  worthy  of  note.  In  the 
morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  cannonading  became 
very  heavy  on  our  right,  which  continued  until 
the  fire  was  extended  along  our  whole  line.    Dur- 


ing this  artillery  duel  several  of  the  men  upon 
the  left  of  the  regiment  were  wounded,  one  seri- 
ously, in  Company  F.  About  one  o'clock  we  were 
again  ordered  back,  and  formed  line  of  battle  four 
hundred  yards  in  rear  of  our  former  position. 
After  remaining  in  this  position  a  short  time  the 
roar  of  musketry  plainly  indicated  that  the  battle 
had  commenced.  We  then  moved  forward  to 
what  is  called  "  the  military  road,"  under  heavy  fire 
of  shell,  &c.  We  were  there  halted  a  few'  mo- 
ments, then  ordered  by  the  right  flank,  moving 
forward  perhaps  half  a  mile,  when  halted  again 
for  a  few  moments,  throwing  out  skirmishers  at 
the  same  time,  moving  forward  in  line  of  battle 
for  a  few  hundred  yards  to  a  fence  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  railroad,  then  we  were  halted  and 
remained  until  the  firing  ceased,  which  was  a 
little  after  dark,  then  we  moved  back  to  the  mili- 
tary road  and  remained  until  near  daylight,  when 
we  were  moved  forward  and  took  a'  position  in 
front  along  the  railroad.  In  this  position  we 
remained  during  the  day  and  night  with  no  other 
casualties,  save  one  man  wounded  in  Company  E. 
The  firing  continued  during  the  along 

the  whole  line  of  skirmishers ;  remaining  in  this 

{)osition  during  the  day  and  night,  we  were  re- 
ieved  near  daylight  b^  General  Rodes's  brigade, 
when  we  took  up  the  line  of  march,  moving  back 
perhaps  one  mile  and  a  half,  where  we  remained 
until  next  morning  about  nine  o'clock,  at  this 
period  we  were  ordered  to  move,  taking  the 
direction  of  J^ort  Royal,  we  marched  until  a  late 
hour,  where  we  encamped  upon  the  farm  of 

in  Caroline  county,  Vir^nia,  where  we  now 
are.  I  must  say,  in  conclusion,  with  the  excep- 
tions already  mentioned  in  a  former  report,  that 
men  and  officers  never  behaved  so  gallantly,  and, 
in  justice  to  all,  I  can  give  no  one  more' praise 
than  another.  Sufficient  to  say  that  all  were  at 
their  posts  and  did  their  duty.  Annexed  you 
will  find  list  of  casualties. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  J.  Williams, 

Lieatenant-Oolonel,  conunanding^  Regiment. 

List  of  Casualties  in  Fifth  Virginia  Volunteers : 

Company  D.  —  Wounded :  Cyrus  Lotts,  acci- 
.dentally  in  finger. 

Company  E,  ^-  Wounded :  John  Harris,  seri- 
ously in  abdomen. 

Company  F,  —  Wounded:  Lieutenant  John 
M.  Brown,  slightly  in  leg ;  Private  Alfred  Shefiet, 
leg  amputated;  Sergeant  J.  Dunlop,  slightly  in 
shoulder;  Wm.  H.  Rodgers,  seriously  m  leg; 
John  Jorden,  slightly  in  arm;  Wm.  T.  Baily, 
slightly  in  shoulder;  James  Trimble,  shghtly  m 
knee. 

Company  L,  —  Wounded:  Corporal  Gerard 
Kin,  slightly  in  leg ;  F.  M.  Wood,  accidental  in 
finger. 

Total  number  wounded,  eleven. 
Respectfully, 

C.  H.  Calhoun, 

Acting  A4iutant« 
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Doc.  3. 

< 

BATTLE  OF   FREDERICKSBUBG,  VA. 
B£PLY  OF  ICAJ.-GEN.  FRAXKLIN.* 

On  the  sixth  day  of  April  last  a  Report,  pur> 
porting  to  be  signed  by  the  members  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  was  pub- 
lished in  many  of  the  leading  papers  in  the 
United  States. 

The  Thirty-seventh  Congress  expired,  by  con- 
stitutional  hmitation,  on  the  fourth  of  March 
previous.  Some  of  the  testimony  embodied  in 
the  report  has  been  taken  since  that  time,  and, 
consequently,  this  document  has  been  spread  be- 
fore the  country  without  having  been  submitted 
to  either  branch  of  Congress. 

I  do  not  refer  to  this  irregular  proceeding  of  a 
committee  which  had  ceased  to  have  a  legal  ex- 
istence as  a  defence  against  the  charges  of  which 
they  have  convicted  me,  but  as  one  of  the  facts 
fairly  to  be  considered  in  connection  with  the 
report  itself,  and  the  purposes  it  was  intended 
to  subserve. 

The  committee  have  not  devoted  much  space 
to  me,  either  in  citations  of  testimony  or  in  state- 
roenta  pf  their  own;  but  in  that  limited  space 
they  have  presented  me  before  the  country  as 
responsible  for  the  loss  of  the  battle  of  Freder- 
icksburg, in  consequence  of  my  disobedience  of 
the  orders  of  General  Bumside. 

If  this  be  true,  I  have  been  guilty  of  the  high- 
est crime  known  to  the  military  law,  for  the  com- 
mission of  which  my  life  is  forfeit  and  my  name 
consigned  to  infamy. 

Justice  to  the  country,  to  the  administration 
which  has  given  me  important  commands  in  its 
armies,  and  to  myself,  demands  that  I  meet  these 
grave  allegations  as  promptly  as  possible ;  while, 
from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  the 
mode  I  adopt  is  the  only  one  open  to  me. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  report,  I  have  re- 
ceived an  answer  to  an  inquiry  at  the  Adjutant- 
General's  office,  informing  me  that  there  are 
no  charges  on  file  against  me  at  the  department, 
to  which,  as  a  soldier,  I  am  amenable.  I  am  not 
at  liberty  to  ignore  a  report  which  has  already 
reached  the  hands  of  a  majority  of  the  loyal  people 
of  the  United  States,  emanating  from  a  com- 
mittee of  their  representatives  in  Congress,  be- 
cause the  legislative  department  of  the  govern- 
ment haa  taken  upon  itself  duties  that  belong  to 
the  executive.  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  question  in  its  immediate  public 
aspect.  If  it  affected  only  myself,  I  might  be 
well  contented  with  the  verdict  which  history  will 
pass  upon  the  transaction,  under  the  sacred  law 
which  governs  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  truth. 

For  two  TMn  we  have  been  struggling  to  sub- 
due a  rebeUion  so  enormous  in  its  proportions 
and  so  persistent  in  its  purposes  that  it  has  be- 
come a  revolution. 

*  A  mlv  of  SfiOov  General  William  B.  Franklin,  to  the 
rrport  of  toe  Joint  Committee  of  Congress  on  the  conduct 
or  the  war,  suhmfttted  to  the  pnblle  on  the  6th  of  April, 
IMS. 


This  government  has  put  into  the  field  over ' 
seven  hundred  thousand  men.  To  discipline 
these  men,  and  to  lead  them  iu  the  field,  the 
country  must  depend  upon  such  as  have  been 
educated,  to  some  extent  at  least,  in  military 
science.  Hence  it  is  a  public  question  of  the 
highest  possible  importance,  whether  an  officer 
who  has  held  important  commands  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  is  entitled  to  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  or  has  justly  forfeited  his  claim  to  it. 
It  is  a  sad  commentary  upon  the  disjointed  con- 
dition of  the  times,  that  at  the  verv  moment  when 
the  nation  is  offering  its  blood  ana  treasure  with- 
out stint  in  the  effort  to  preserve  inviolate  the 
principles  of  civil  liberty,  a  citizen  of  that  natipn, 
however  humble,  shall  be  accused,  tried,  and  con- 
demned of  an  infamous  crime,  before  a  tribunal 
sitting  in  secret  session,  without  notice,  or  even 
an  intimation  of  the  charges  made  against  him ; 
without  the  ouportunity  to  confront  or  examine 
the  witnesses  brought  against  him ;  to  be  himself 
called  and  interrogated,  in  utter  ignorance  that 
he  is  under  trial ;  and,  finally,  to  be  denied  per- 
mission to  produce  witnesses,  when  the  fact  be- 
came apparent  to  him  that  he  was,  for  some  unez- 
plainea  reason,  in  danger  of  condemnation. 

Since  the  time  when  the  corner-stone  of  all 
civil  liberty  was  laid  under  that  government  from 
which  we  derive  our  laws,  which  gives  to  the 
meanest  subject,  or  the  greatest  criminal,  the 
right  to  meet  bos  accusers  face  to  face  and  to 
confront  his  witnesses,  no  parallel  can  oe  found, 
in  the  history  of  constitutional  governments,  so 
startling  in  its  violations  of  all  that  is  sacred  in 
personal  rights,  as  are  the  proceedings  of  the 
secret  tribunals  created  by  the  Congress  which 
has  iust  expired. 

The  report  in  question  has  been  ^ven  to  the 
press,  but  no  part  of  the  evidence  is  published, 
except  such  extracts  as  the  committee  nave  seen 
fit  to  embody  in  the  report  itself.  Of  my  own 
testimony  given  before  the  committee,  but  a 
small  part  is  printed.  I  shall  therefore  submit  to 
the  p.uolic  some  facts,  stated  by  me  to  the  com- 
mittee, which  they  have  not  published,  and  some 
of  the  proofs  which  I  reouested  the  committee 
to  take,  but  which  they  declined,  upon  the  ^ound 
that  they  had  not  the  time  to  take  the  testimony. 

Among  the  facta  submitted  by  me  to  the  com- 
mittee, which  they  have  not  noticed,  are  some 
which  I  must  repeat  in  substance  here. 

On  the  twelfth  day  of  December  last,  when  I 
crossed  the  Bappahannock,  I  was  in  command  of 
the  Left  Grand  Division  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  which  numbered  about  forty  thousand 
men.  It  was  entirely  crossed  and  posted  in  line 
of  battie  by  three  o'clock  of  that  day.  My  com- 
mand consisted  of  two  corps  of  three  divisions 
each.  At  five  o'clock  General  fiurnside  came  to 
my  headquarters,  where  he  met  —  with  me  — 
Generals  William  F.  Smith  and  John  F.  Reynolds, 
corps  commanders.  The  subject  of  conversation 
was  a  proposed  attack  upon  the  enemy  on  the 
following  morning,  when  I  strongly  advised  Gen- 
eral Bumside  to  make  an  attack  from  my  division 
upon  the  enemy's  right,  with  a  column  of  at  least 
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thirty  thousand  men,  to  be  sent  in  at  daylight  in 
the  morning.  At  that  time  two  divisions  of  Gen- 
eral Hooker's  command  were  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river,  near  the  bridges  that  I  had  crossed. 
In  order  to  make  such  an  attack  as  I  advised,  I 
informed  General  Bumside  that  these  two  divis- 
ions must  be  crossed  during  the  ni^ht  I  reiter- 
ated my  request  that  I  should  receive  my  orders 
as  early  as  possible,  that  I  might  make  the  neces- 
sary dispositions  of  the  troops  before  daylight. 
He  stated  at  one  time  that  I  should  have  my  or- 
ders in  any  event  before  midnight,  and  at  another, 
that  I  should  have  them  in  two  or  three  hours. 
He  left  my  headquarters  about  six  o'clock  P.  M., 
and  I  awaited  his  orders  during  the  night.  None 
reached  me  until  half  past  seven  o'clock  in  ^e 
morning.  At  midnight  I  sent  an  aid  to  ask  for 
them,  and  received  the  reply  that  they  were  being 
prepared,  and  would  be  sent  forthwith.  The  order 
which  I  received  was  brought  by  General  Hardie, 
of  General  Bumside's  staff,  well  known  in  the  ser- 
vice as  an  able  and  zealous  officer.  It  reached 
my  hands  at  7h.  30m.  on  the  morning  of  the 
thirteenth.  My  command  was  then  in  the  same 
position  as  when  General  Bumside  left  my  head- 
quarters the  evening  previous.  The  night  had 
passed  without  orders,  and  General  Hooker's  two 
divisions  were  still  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 
With  the  light  furnished  by  this  state  of  facts. 
General  Bumside's  order,  though  incongruous  and 
contradictory  on  its  face,  admitted  of  but  one  in- 
terpretation, viz.,  that  he  intended  to  make  an 
armed  observation  from  the  left,  to  ascertain  the 
strength  of  the  enemy,  -^  an  interpretation  also 
given  to  it  by  both  of  my  corps  commanders. 
The  order  is  as  follows : 

"  Hkadquartbrs  Armt  of  Potomac,  ( 
December  1.^,  6J&5  a.m.     { 

**  Mqjor-Oeneral  Frcnddirif  commanding  Left 
Grand  Dimsion^  Army  of  Potomac : 
"  General  Hardie  will  carry  this  despatch  to  you 
and  remain  with  you  during  the  day.  The  Gen- 
eral commanding  directs  that  you  keep  your 
whole  command  in  position  for  a  rapid  movement 
down  the  Old  Richmond  road ;  and  you  will  send 
out  at  once  a  division  at  least,  to  pass  below 
Smithfield,  to  seize,  if  possible,  the  heights  near 
Captain  Hamilton's,  on  this  side  of  the  Massa- 
ponax,  taking  care  to  keep  it  well  supported,  and 
its  line  of  retreat  open.  He  has  ordered  another 
column,  of  a  division  or  more,  to  be  moved  from 
General  Sumner's  command  up  the  Plank  road  to 
its  intersection  with  the  Telegraph  road,  where 
they  will  divide,  with  a  view  to  seizing  the  heights 
on  both  those  roads.  Holding  these  heights,  with 
the  heights  near  Captain  Hamilton's,  will,  he 
hopes,  compel  the  *enemy  to  evacuate  the  whole 
ridge  between  these  points. 

**He  makes  these  moves  by  columns  distant 
from  each  other,  with  the  view  of  avoiding  the 
possibility  of  a  collision  of  our  own  forces,  which 
might  occur  in  a  general  movement  during  the 
fog.  Two  of  General  Hooker's  divisions  are  in 
your  rear,  at  the  bridges,  and  will  remain  there 
as  supports.  Copies  of  instructions  given  ,to 
Generals  Sumner  and  Hooker  will  be  forwarded 


to  you  by  an  orderly  very  soon.  Tou  vill  keep 
your  whole  commanain  readiness  to  move  at  once 
as  soon  as  the  fog  lifts.  The  watchword,  which, 
if  possible,  should  be  given  to  every  company, 
will  be  *  Scott: 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  General, 
**  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  John  G.  Parke, 

»*  Chief  of  staff." 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  after  ordering  me  to 
keep  my  wliole  command  in  readiness  for  a  rapid 
movement  down  the  Old  Richmond  road,  I  was 
directed  to  send  out  at  once  a  division  at  least  to 
seize  the  hill  at  Hamilton's.  After  referring  to 
the  order  to  General  Sumner,  he  reiterates  the 
direction  to  keep  my  whole  command  in  readiness 
for  the  Richmond  road  niovement. 

For  three  hours  before  the  order  reached  me  I 
was  satisfied  that  General  Bumside  had  given  up 
the  idea  (if  he  ever  entertained  it)  of  making  an 
attack  in  force  from  the  left,  for  the  delay  in 
sending  the  orders  made  such  an  attack  impossi- 
ble with  any  reasonable  chance  of  success.  And 
in  this  connection  it  is  not  improper  in  me  to  state 
that  a  map,  made  by  the  rebel  General  Jackson's 
topographical  engineer,  has  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  our  officers  since  General  Hooker  has  been  in 
command,  from  which  it  is  apparent  that  the 
enemy's  position  could  not  have  been  carried  by 
any  force  less  than  that  recommended  by  me  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  twelfth. 

General  Bumside  knew  the  strength  in  numbers 
and  position,  as  well  as  the  desperate  determina- 
tion of  the  rebel  army.  Had  he  intended  a  move- 
ment in  force,  his  orders  both  to  myself  and  Gen- 
eral Sumner  would  have  been  commensurate  with 
such  a  purpose.  Had  he  expected  me  to  make 
such  an  attack  upon  an  enemy  whom  I  had  met 
too  often  to  be  guilty  of  the  folly  of  underrating, 
he  would  have  ^iven  me  the  night  in  which  to 
make  a  disposition  of  my  troops  for  the  conflict 
of  the  morrow,  instead  of  leaving  me  to  pass  it  in 
sleepless  anxiety  in  my  tent. 

General  Burnside  ought  to  have  known,  and 
doubtless  did  know,  that  to  make  his  "  main  at- 
tack," and  thereby  bring  on  a  general  engagement 
on  my  front,  under  an  order  of  this  description, 
sent  after  daylight  in  the  morning,  was  to  send 
his  troops  to  a  useless  and  unavailable  slaughter ; 
and,  therefore,  he  could  not  have  intended  it  I 
acted  upon  the  order  at  once,  as  nearly  according 
to  its  literal  directions  as  was  in  xny  power.  The 
attack  was  ordered  to  be  led  by  General  Meade, 
one  of  the  ablest  officers  in  our  service,  sup))urted 
by  General  Gibbon  on  his  right,  and  General 
Doubleday  in  reserve.  These  three  divisions 
formed  one  of  the  two  corps  (General  Reynolds^a) 
under  my  command  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 
Shortly  after  Meade  advanced,  the  enemy's 
cavalry  appeared  on  the  left,  accompanied  by 
artillery,  and  Doubleday  was  ordered  to  drive 
them  away.  Soon  after  these  troops  were  ad- 
vanced, finding  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  on  all 
sides,  I  sent  to  General  Stoneman  to  cross  with 
one  of  his  divisions,  and  before  that  had  entirely 
crossed  his  second  division  was  also  ordered  over. 
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The  crossing  of  these  diTisions  (which  should 
have  heen  made  during  the  previous  night,  had 
an  attack  in  force  been  contemplated)  occupied  at 
least  three  hours.  While  this  was  ^oing  on,  one 
of  General  Smith's  divisions  was  also  ordered  to 
report  to  General  Reynolds.  Of  these  several 
movements  General  Bumside  was  kept  informed, 
by  reports  made  by  General  Hardie  to  him  at  in- 
tervals  during  the  day ;  and  between  7.40  A.  M. 
and  3.40  P.  M.  it  was  reported  to  him,  by  an  offi- 
cer of  his  own  staff,  that  out  of  the  eight  divisions 
composing  my  entire  command,  including  the 
two  divisions  that  had  been  ordered  across  the 
river,  six  divisions  had  been  employed  in  making 
the  efforjb  to  seize  Hamilton's  hill,  keeping  the  at- 
tacking force  supported,  and  in  checking  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy,  while  but  two  divisions  were 
left  to  protect  the  bridges,  the  right  and  the  centre, 
and  to  Keep  the  Une  of  retreat  open,  and  which  two 
divisions  were  actually  attacked  during  the  day. 

After  my  testimony  had  been  taken  dv  the  com- 
mittee, and  they  had  declined  to  call  General 
Hardie  as  a  witness,  I  asked  permission  to  hand 
them  copies  of  the  reports  maae  by  him  to  Gen- 
eral Burnside  during  the  day.  This  request  was 
granted ;  and  although  it  is  impossible  to  over- 
state the  value  of  the  testimony  contained  in  these 
despatches,  fourteen  in  number,  sent  from  the  field 
of  oattle  by  an  officer  of  the  staff  of  General 
Bumside,  who  could  have  had  no  motive  at  the 
time  to  state  anything  but  the  exact  truth,  as  the 
events  were  transpiring  under  his  own  eyes,  yet 
no  mention  of,  or  reference  to,  these  despatches  is 
made  by  the  committee  in  their  report.  As 
tJ^ey  present  a  statement  of  the  transactions  of 
the  day  upon  the  left,  as  seen  by  a  competent  and 
impartial  witness,  I  present  them  in  full,  in  the 
order  in  which  they  were  sent  It  will  be  noticed 
that  the  first  despatch  is  dated  at  7.40  A.  M.  This 
despatch  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

*•  Headquarters  FRAiiKLiif 'b  GRAim  Division,  i 

December  13, 7.40  A.  M.     ) 

"  Oeneral  Bumside : 

*' General  Meade's  division  is  to  make  the 
movement  from  our  lelt ;  but  it  is  reported  that 
the  enemy's  skirmishers  are  advancing,  indicating 
an  attack  upon  our  position  on  the  left. 

"  James  A.  Hardie, 

**  Brlffttdicr-General  Vols.,  AssiBtant  Inspector  General.*' 

The  telegraph  station  connecting  with  General 
Bumside's  headquarters  was  about  one  third  of 
a  mile  from  my  headquarters,  so  that  by  eight 
o'clock  of  that  morning  General  Burnside  .was 
informed  by  his  Assistant  Inspector-General  of 
the  fact  that  I  had  sent  General  Meade's  division 
to  make  the  movement  directed  by  him.  I  sub- 
mit, with  entire  confidence,  that  had  General 
Bumside,  upon  the  receipt  of  General  Hardin's 
first  despatcn,  discovered  that  I  had  either  misap- 
prehended his  order,  or  was  sending  too  small  a 
force  to  its  execution,  he  would  at  the  moment 
have  corrected  my  misapprehension. 

So  far  from  that.  General  Bumside  did  not  com- 
municate with  me  in  any  manner  from  that  time 
until  2.25  P.  M.  of  that  aay,  when  he  sent  me  an 
order  in  writing,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  my 


ifutructums  of  this  morning  were  so  far  modified 
€t8  to  require  an  advance  upon  the  keigJds  tmme- 
diately  in  my  front.  General  Hardie's  despatch 
upon  the  receipt  of  this  order  is  as  follows : 

**  Headquarters  Left  Qrand  Division,  > 

**  December  13, 2.25  p.  m.     ) 

"  Oeneral  Bumside: 

*■  Despatch  received.    Franklin  will  do  his  best. 

New  troops  gone  in ;  will  report  soon  again. 

*'  James  A.  Hardie, 

«  Brigadier-General  Voltmtccn.'* 

Later  in  the  day,  and  after  three  o'cloek,  when 
ever}'  regiment  that  I  could  spare  was  engaged  in 
various  parts  of  the  field  (as  will  appear  by  refer- 
ring to  Hardie's  reports,  and  General  Burnaide's 
own  testimony  hereafter  given)  with  an  enemy 
that  peatly  outnumbered  us,  and  when  all  my 
energies  Were  directed  to  save  the  wing  from  being 
overpowered,  and  its  line  of  retreat  cut  off,  I  re- 
ceived a  verbal  message  from  General  Burnside, 
by  one  of  his  staff,  that  General  Sumner's  troops 
were  being  hard  pressed,  with  a  request  to  make 
a  diversion  in  his  favor  if  I  could.  To  this  I  also 
responded  that  I  would  do  my  best 

For  the  details  of  what  was  done  by  me  during 
the  day,  I  leave  General  Hardie's  despatches  to 
speak  for  themselves.  He  was  at  my  side  fi'om 
shortly  after  sunrise  until  sunseL  lie  not  only 
knew  of  every  order  and  movement  made  by  me, 
or  under  my  direction,  but  was  a  perfectly  compe- 
tent judge  of  their  wisdom  and  sufficiency. 

In  the  performance  of  an  act  of  common  justice 
he  has  placed  these  despatches  at  my  disposal.* 

The  lollowine  are  copies  of  all  those  sent  by  him 
on  the  thirteenm  of  December,  the  day  of  the  battle : 

Headquarters  Framklik's  Orakd  Divisiox,  ) 

December  13,  7.40  A.  M.     ( 

Oeneral  Bumside: 

General  Meade's  division  is  to  make  the  move- 
ment from  our  left ;  but  it  is  just  reported  that 
the  enemy's  skirmishers  are  advancing,  indicating 
an  attack  upon  our  position  on  the  left 

0  o^dook  A.  M. 
General  Meade  just  moved  out  Doubleday  sup- 
ports him.    Meade's  skirmishers  engaged,  how- 
ever, at  once  with  enemy's  skirmishers.    Battery 
opening,  on  Meade  probably,  from  position  on 

Old  Kichmond  road. 

11  o'elodc  A.  M. 

Meade  advanced  half  a  mile,  and  holds  on.  In- 
fantry of  enemy  in  woods  in  front  of  extreme  left, 
also  in  front  of  Howe.  No  loss  so  far  of  great 
importance.  General  Vinton  badly  but  not  dan- 
gerously wounded. 

Later — Reynolds  has  been  forced  to  develop 
his  whole  line.  An  attack  of  some  force  of  ene- 
my'^  troops  on  our  left  seems  probable,  as  far  as 
can  now  be  judged.  Stoneman  has  been  directed 
to  cross  one  division  to  support  our  left.  *  Report 
of  cavalry  pickets  from  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
that  enemy's  troops  were  moving  down  the  river 

*  In  addition  to  the  foroes  reftrred  to  in  these  despatches, 
a  di\'i8lon  from  General  Wiloox'a  corps  reporUMi  to  me 
late  in  the  afternoon,  and  waa  put  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
hrldffes :  too  late,  however,  to  aid  In  any  of  the  operations 
on  the  extremeleft. 
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on  this  side  during  the  latter  part  of  the  night 

Howe*8  picketo  reported  movements  in  their  front, 

same  direction.     Still  they  have  a  strong  force 

well  posted,  with  batteries  there. 

12  o'clock  M. 

Bimey*s  division  is  now  getting  into  position. 

That  done,  Reynolds  will  order  Meade  to  advance. 

Batteries  over  the  river  are  to  shell  the  enemy's 

position  in  the  woods  in  front  of  Reynolds's  left. 

He  thinks  the  effect  will  be  to  protect  Meade's 

advance.    A  coluipn  of  the  enemy's  infantry  is 

passing  along  the  crest  of  the  hills  from  right  to 

lefY,  as  we  look  at  it. 

12US  p.  M . 

General  Meade's  line  is  advancing  in  the  direc- 
tion you  prescribed  this  morning. 

1  o'clock  p.  M. 

Enemy  opened  a  battery  on  Reynolds,  enfilading 
Meade.  Reynolds  has  opened  all  his  batteries 
on  it ;  no  report  vet.  Reynolds  hotly  engaged  at 
this  moment ;  will  report  m  a  few  moments  again. 

1.15  o'clock  p.  H. 
Heavy  engagements  of  infantry.    Enemy  in 
force  where  battery  is.    Meade  is  assaulting  the 
hill ;  will  report  in  a  few  minutes  again. 

1.26  o'clock  p.  M. 
Meade  is  in  the  woods  in  his  front ;  seems  to  be 
able  to  hold  on.  Reynolds  will  push  Gibbon  in  if 
necessary.  The  battery  and  woods  referred  to 
must  be  near  Hamilton's  house.  The  infantrv 
firing  is  prolonged  and  quite  heavy.  Things  look 
well  enough.    Men  in  fine  spirits. 

1.40  o'clock  p.  M. 
Meade  having  carried  a  portion  of  the  enemy's 
position  in  the  woods,  we  have  three  hundred 
prisoners.  Enemy's  batteries  on  extreme  left  re- 
tired. Tough  work;  men  fight  well.  Gibbon 
has  advanced  to  Meade's  right ;  men  fight  well, 
driving  the  enemy.  Meade  has  suffered  severely. 
DooUeday  to  Meade's  left  not  engaged. 

2|  o'clock  p.  M. 
Gibbon  and  Meade  driven  back  from  the  woods. 
Newton  gone  forward.  Jackson's  corps  of  the 
enemy  attacks  on  4he  lefl.  General  Gibbon  slight- 
ly wounded.  General  Bayard  mortally  wounded 
by  a  shelL  Things  do  not  look  as  weU  on  Rey- 
nolds's front,  still  we'll  have  new  troops  in  soon. 

2.2S  p.  M. 

Despatch  received.  Franklin  will  do  his  best. 
New  troops  gone  in— > will  report  soon  again. 

3  o'clock  p.  M. 

Reynolds  seems  to  be  holding  his  own.  Things 
look  better  somewhat 

3.40  o'clock  p.  M. 
Gibbon's  and  Meade's  divisions  are  badly  used 
up,  and  I  fear  another  advance  on  the  enemy  on 
our  left  cannot  be  made  this  afternoon.  Double- 
da)''8  division  will  replace  Meade's  as  soon  as  it 
can  be  collected,  ana  if  it  be  done  in  time,  of 
course  another  attack  will  be  made.  The  enemy 
are  in  force  in  the  woods  on  our  left  towards  Ham- 
ilton's, and  are  threatening  the  safety  of  that  por- 
tion of  our  line.    They  seem  to  have  detached  a 


portion  of  their  force  to  our  front,  where  Howe 
and  Brooks  are  now  engaged.  Brooks  has  some 
prisoners,  and  is  down  to  the  railroad.  Just  as 
soon  as  the  left  is  safe,  our  forces  here  will  be 
prepared  for  a  front  attack,  but  it  may  be  too  late 
this  afternoon.  Indeed,  we  are  engaged  in  front 
anyhow.  Notwithstanding  the  unpleasant  items 
I  relate,  the  marcUe  generally  of  the  troops  is 
good. 

4|  o'clock  p.  M. 

The  enemy  is  still  in  force  on  our  left  and  front 
An  attack  on  our  batteries  in  front  has  been  re- 

Iiulsed.    A  new  attack  has  just  opened  on  our 
eft,  but  the  left  is 'safe,  though  it  is  too  late  to 
advance  either  to  the  left  or  front 

I  am  willing  to  abide  by  this  testimony,  to 
determine  wheUier  I  lost  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg in  consequence  of  my  disobedience  of  an 
order  directing  me  "  to  attack  with  a  division  at 
least,  and  to  keep  it  well  supported." 

On  the  night  following  1  was  with  General 
Bumside  at  his  headquarters,  when  he  informed 
me  that  he  intended  to  renew  the  attack  from  the 
right,  and  to  lead  the  Ninth  corps  in  person.  At 
two  interviews  during  that  ni^h^  (which  lasted  at 
least  two  hours,)  he  did  not  mtimate  to  me  any 
disapprobation  of  my  conduct,  or  of  that  of  my 
officers  and  men,  during  that  day. 

Again  I  urged  upon  him  that  if  the  attack  was 
to  be  renewed  to  renew  it  from  the  left,  but  with 
such  force  and  preparations  as  would  command 
success.  An  order,  however,  for  an  attack  from 
the  right  was  given  by  him.  On  the  following 
dav  I  had  another  interview  with  General  Bum- 
sicfe,  at  his  request,  in  which  he  informed  me  that 
strong  protests  were  made  against  a  renewal  of 
the  attack  by  Generals  Sumner  and  Honker,  and 
he  abandoned  the  plan  of  another  attack  with  ex- 
pressions of  the  greatest  reluctance.  I  was  with 
him  for  two  or  t&ee  hours  on  that  occasion ;  and 
during  that  interview  he  did  not  express  or  inti- 
mate, in  his  language  or  deportment  toward  me, 
that  he  was  not  entirely  satisfied  with  my  conduct, 
and  that  of  my  officers  and  men.  On  the  Wednes- 
day or  Thursday*  following  I  had  another  inter- 
view with  him,  m  which,  so  far  from  expressing 
any  dissatisfaction  with  me,  he  stated  very  dis- 
tinctly, that  I  alone  of  his  generals  had  **  held  up 
his  hands,"  (as  he  expressea  it ;)  that  he  had  fully 
determined  to  resign  his  command,  and  to  recom- 
mend me  as  his  successor,  as  the  commanding 
general  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  From  that 
time  until  I  was  relieved  from  the  command  of 
the  left  grand  division,  although  frequently  called 
into  consultation  by  General  Bumside,  he  never 
had  told  me,  or  gave  me  to  understand,  that  I 
either  misconstrued  or  disobeved  his  orders,  or 
was  in  any  way  responsible  for  the  disaster  of 
the  thirteenth,  or  had  in  the  least  lost  his  confi- 
dence. Indeed,  had  he  believed  that  I  had  diso- 
beyed his  orders  on  the  thirteenth,  he  could  not 
have  discharged  his  duty  to  the  countnr  without 
preferring  charges  against  me  to  that  efiect 

It  was  during  the  period  of  time  last  referred 
to  that  the  General  Order  No.  8,  to  which  the 
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committee  have  made  reference  in  their  report, 
was  directed  to  be  issued  by  General  Bumside. 
The  committee  state  that  this  order  dismissed 
some  officers  from  the  service,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  President,  and  relieved  others  from 
duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac ;  that  General 
Bumside  asked  the  President  to  sanction  the  or- 
der, or  accept  his  resignation  as  Major-General ; 
that  the  President  acknowledged  that  Oeneral 
Bumside  was  right,  but  declined  to  decide  with- 
out consulting  with  some  of  his  advisers.  As  I 
was  relieved  from  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac almost  immediately  after  this  inten^iew  with 
the  President,  I  shall  assume  that  1  was  one  of 
the  officers  thus  relieved  in  the  order;  an  assump- 
tion I  could  not  make  from  any  evidence  derived 
from  General  Bumside's  conduct  to  me  when  we 
were  together,  but  which  I  am  compelled  to  make, 
because  I  have  been  so  informed  oy  two  gentle- 
men of  high  character,  who  have  seen  and  read 
the  order. 

It  further  appears  from  the  report,  that  the 
committee  had  that  order  before  them ;  and  as 
they  have  seen  fit  to  visit  upon  me  solely  the 
responsibility  for  the  loss  of  the  battle  of  Freder- 
icksburg, without  referring  in  any  manner  to  the 
repulse  on  the  right,  or  stating  its  fearful  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded,  I  feel  at  liberty  to  state,  on 
the  authority  of  these  same  gentlemen  who  have 
seen  Order  No.  8,  that  under  that  order  General 
Hooker  was  one  of  the  officers  dismissed  from  ser- 
vice, subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President.  If, 
therefore,  that  order  is  invoked  as  a  record  of 
conviction,  and,  by  it.  General  Hooker  is  dis- 
missed while  I  am  only  relieved,  I  have  the  right 
to  state  the  fact,  and  leave  the  public  to  judge  of 
the  motives  of  the  committee  —  it  stating  that 
they  have  not  considered  it  essential  to  report 
upon  the  operations  of  the  right  wing  in  this  bat- 
tle. Not  only  so,  but  I  have  a  right  to  challenge 
the  verity  of  the  statement  "that  the  President 
acknowledged  General  Bumside  was  right,"  when 
it  was  known  to  the  committee  that  in  the  same 
order  in  which  the  President  relieved  General 
Bumside  from  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  he  made  General  Hooker  his  successor. 

But  I  shall  not  accept  it  as  conclusive  against 
my  conduct,  that  General  Bumside  did  recom- 
mend that  I  should  be  relieved.  It  is  a  part  of 
the  history  of  the  times  that  after  the  failure  of 
his  attempt  upon  the  rebel  army  behind  the 
heights  of  Fredericksburg,  he  addressed  a  letter 
to  General  Halleck,  relieving  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  the  General-in-Chief  from  all  responsi- 
bility for  that  movement ;  and  it  is  equally  true, 
though  not  so  publicly  known,  that  shortly  after 
that  Tetter  was  published,  General  Bumside  made 
quite  as  formal  and  eamest  a  rcfquest  to  the  Pres- 
ident to  remove  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
General-in-Chief  Arom  the  positions  severally  oc- 
cupied by  them,  as  he  did  to  dismiss  certam  of 
his  officers  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  If  it  was 
tme  that  the  movement  was  his  own,  it  was  but  an 
act  of  common  justice  to  assume  its  responsibility. 

Without  intending  to  reflect  upon  that  kind  of 
magnanimity  that  takes  the  responsibility  of  a 


failure  from  the  shoulders  of  those  above  us,  and 
places  it  upon  those  below  us,  I  will  prove,  by 
documentary  evidence  from  General  Burxiside's 
hand,  that  his  plan,  as  given  to  the  committee, 
was  not  the  plan  on  which  he  conducted  the 
operations  of  the  battle. 

The  committee  have  printed  General  Bumside'^ 
plan  of  attack  as  given  by  him.  By  the  side  of 
this,  I  print  an  extract  from  the  letter  of  General 
Bumsiue  to  General  Halleck,  dated  December 
nineteenth,  six  days  after  the.  battle,  by  which  it 
appears  that  he  intended  to  make  Ms  "  vigorous 
attack,''  as  he  there  calls  it,  over  two  miles  from 
my  front  and  upon  the  heights  in  the  rear  of  the 
town  of  Fredencksburg,  and  that  part  of  his  order 
to  me  in  which  he  informed  me  of  the  orders 
which. he  had  given  to  General  Sumner,  showing 
that  General  Sumner's  movement  was  to  be  simul- 
taneous with  mine.  In  this  he  states  the  meas- 
ures taken  to  avoid  a  collision  between  General 
Sumner's  forces  and  mine,  while  in  the  plan  be- 
fore the  committee  he  is  represented  as  testifying 
that  he  did  not  mean  that  General  Sumner  should 
move  until  I  had  taken  the  position  designated  in 
the  order, 

Gejieral  Bumside^s  Plan  of  Attack,  as  given  by 

the  Committee. 

'*  The  enemy  had  cut  a  road  along  in  the  rear 
of  the  line  of  heights  where  we  made  our  attack, 
by  means  of  which  the^*  connected  the  two  wings 
of  their  army,  and  avoided  a  long  detour  around 
through  a  bad  country.  I  obtained  from  a  colored 
man,  from  the  other  side  of  the  town,  information 
in  regard  to  this  new  road,  which  proved  to  be 
correct.  I  wanted  to  obtain  possession  of  that 
new  road,  and  that  was  my  reason  for  making  an 
attack  on  the  extreme  left  I  did  not  intend  to 
make  the  attack  on  the  right  until  that  position 
had  been  taken,  which  I  supposed  would  stagger 
the  enemy,  cutting  their  line  in  two ;  and  then  I 
proposed  to  make  a  direct  attack  on  their  front 
and  drive  them  out  of  their  works." 

General  Bumside^s  Plan  of  Attack,  in  his  Letter 
to  General  Malleck. 

**1  discovered  that  he  did  not  anticipate  the 
crossing  of  our  whole  force  at  Fredericksburg, 
and  I  hoped,  bv  rapidly  throwing  the  whole  com- 
mand over  at  that  place  to  separate,  by  a  vigorous 
attack,  the  forces  of  the  enemy  on-  the  river  below 
from  the  forces  behind  and  on  the  crest  in  the 
rear  of  the  town,  in  which  case  we  could  fight  him 
with  great  advantage  in  our  favor.  For  this  we 
had  to  gain  a  height  on  the  extreme  right  of  the 
crest  which  commanded  a  new  road  lately  made 
by  the  enemy,"  &c. 

Extract  from  General  Bumsid^s  Order  to  me, 
informing  me  of  General  Sumner's  Orders, 

**  He  has  ordered  another  column  of  a  division 
or  more  to  be  moved  from  General  Sumner's 
command  up  the  Plank  road  to  its  intersection 
of  the  Telegraph  road,  where  they  will  divide, 
with  a  view  to  seizing  the  heights  on  both  of 
those  roads.    Holding  these  heights,  with  the 
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heights  near  Captain  Hamilton's,  will,  I  hope, 
compel  the  enemy  to  evacuate  the  whole  ridge 
between  these  points.  He  makes  those  moves 
bv  colmnns,  distant  from  each  other,  with  a  view 
of  avoiding  the  possibility  of  a  collision  of  our 
own  forces,  which  might  occur  in  a  genera  move- 
ment during  the  fog." 

The  statements  in  General  Bumside's  letter  to 
General  Halleck,  his  statement  in  the  order  of  the 
thirteenth  to  me,  and  his  statement  of  his  plan 
before  the  committee,  all  agree  upon  one  point  at 
least  —  that  he  did  not  mean  to  make  his  "main 
attack  "  under  either  of  those  orders.    Under  the 
orders  he  issued  he  designed  seizing,  first,  the 
heights  in  rear  of  the  town;  next,  the  heights 
near   Captain  Hamilton's,  which    he    supposed 
would  stagger  the  enemy ;  and  then,  he  proposed 
to  make  a  *' direct  attack**  in  the  enemy's  front, 
and  drive  him  out  of  his  works.    The  orders  not 
only  agree  in  this,  but  the  fact,  in  all  the  signifi- 
cant  proportions  of  its  results,  in  killed   and 
wounaed,  was  before  the  committee,  that  General 
Sumner!s  command  did  actoally  move  to  seize 
**  those  heights  on  the  crest  in  rear  of  the  town," 
almost  as  soon  as  I  did  at  that  time.     I  had  not 
only  not  taken  the  position  at  Captain  Hamilton's, 
but  was  crossing  troops  from  the  other  side  of  the 
river  to  save  those  who  had  been  sent  to  make 
the  attempt.    General  Bumside  was  informed  of 
all  this  by  General  Hu^ie  as  the  efibrt  progressed. 
How  then  is  it  to  be  accounted  for  that  General 
Bumside  could  have  so  far  forgotten  his  inten- 
tions as  to  say,  **  that  he  did  not  intend  making 
the  attack  on  the  right  until  that  position  (my 
position)  had  been  taken  ?  "    If  he  did  not  intend 
to  do  so,  why  did  he  make  the  attack  before  the 
contingency  happened  P    He  knew  that  the  posi- 
tion on  the  left  was  not  taken ;  why  then  ^id  he 
order  General  Sumner  forward  if  his  intention 
was  to  keep  him  back  until  it  was  taken  ?    If  he 
did  not  intend  that  General  Sumner  should  move 
until  I  had  taken  the  heights  at  Captain  Hamil- 
ton's, what  does  this  language  in  his  order  to  me 
mean,  "  He  has  ordered  another  column,  of  a  di- 
vision or  more,to  be  moved  from  General  Sumner's 
command  up  the  Plank  rond  to  its  intersection 
with  the  Telegraph  road,  where  they  will  divide 
with  a  view  of  seizing  the  heights  on  both  of  those 
roads  ?    Holding  these  heights  with  the  heights 
near  Captain  HamUtorCs  will,  he  hopes,  &c.    He 
makes  tnestf  moves  by  columns  distant  from  each 
other  with  a  view  of  avoiding  the  possibility  of  a 
collision  of  our  ovon  forces,  which  might  occur  in 
a  general  movement  during  the  fog." 

This  is  the  language  of  a  simultaneous  move- 
ment ;  and  that  no  doubt  may  be  left  about  it,  he 
gives  as  a  reason  why  he  keeps  the  moving  col- 
umns distant  from  each  other,  that  they  might  not 
encounter  each  other  in  a  fog.  If  both  columns 
were  not  to  be  moved  at  the  same  time,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  see  how  they  could  have  collided  in  a  fog. 
It  is,  therefore,  perfectly  evident  that  under 
both  orders  issued  that  morning  by  General  Bum- 
side,  he  imagined  that  he  could  seize  certain 
heights  over  two  miles  distent  from  each  other, 


with  the  comparatively  small  force  of  a  division 
sufficiently  supported,  for  each  column,  and  that 
when  these  were  teken,  he  expected  to  follow  up, 
by  orders  for  a  main  atteck  with  the  "  whole  com- 
mand," which  I  was  to  keep  in  "  position  for  a 
rapid  movement  down  the  Old  Richmond  road." 
In  the  execution  of  these  orders,  the  enemy  dis- 
covered himself  in  force  so  much  greater  than 
General  Bumside  anticipated,  that  the  plan 
proved  totelly  inadequate  to  its  expected  resulte. 

The  disaster  which  followed  is  a  matter  of  his- 
tory, and  considering  the  pressure  to  wliich  the 
mind  of  the  commanding  General  must  have  been 
subjected  since  that  time,  it  is  not  difficult  to  find 
a  reason  why  his  present  recollection  of  liis  plan 
difiers  so  materially  from  the  orders  which  he  gave 
before  the  movement  was  made ;  but  I  submit  that 
is  an  insufficient  reason  for  visiting  the  conse- 
quences of  the  failure  upon  his*  subordinate  in 
command. 

After  recidng  the  order,  the  committee  stete 
that  when  last  before  them,  I  considered  the 
meaning  of  the  order  to  be  an  armed  observation 
to  ascertain  where  the  enemy  was.  They  then 
proceed  as  follows :  *<  In  his  (Franklin's)  testimony 
given  when  your  committee  were  at  Falmouth, 
he  says,  '  I  put  in  all  ihe  troops  that  I  thought 
it  pmdent  and  proper  to  put  in.  I  fought  the 
whole  strength  of  my  command  as  far  as  I  could, 
and  at  the  same  time  keep  my  connection  with 
the  river  open.' "  These  two  stotemente  seem  to 
be  presented  under  the  idea  that  they  convict  me 
of  an  inconsistency,  and  in  the  report  furnished 
by  the  committee  to  one  of  the  newspapers,  printed 
in  pamphlet  form,  entitled  ''  Tribune  War  Tract, 
No.  1,"  this  statement  of  the  committee  is  headed, 
in  capitel  letters,  "  Franklin's  inconsistent  state- 
menU."  What  inconsistency  is  there  between  my 
interpretotion  of  the  secona  clause  of  the  order, 
that  it  was  for  an  armed  observation  to  ascertain 
where  the  enemy  was,  and  in  the  statement  that 
in  sending  in  this  armed  force  of  observation  I  had 
ascertained  where  the  enemy  was,  and  had  been 
compelled  to  fight  the  whole  strength- of  my  com- 
mand as  far  as  I  could,  and  at  the  same  time  keep 
my  communication  with  the  river  open,  in  resist- 
ing a  superior  force,  which  had  discovered  itself 
three  sides  of  meP  '  But  the  committee,  in 


on 


quoting  my  testimony,  for  some'  reason  satisfac- 
tory to  themselves,  have  omitted  to  stete  what  was 
testified  by  me  in  the  same  connection. 

By  referring  to  the  testimony  giv^n  by  me  at 
Falmouth,  (which  has  heretofore  been  made  pub- 
lic,) I  find  that  the  words  immediately  following 
the  quotetion  made  by  the  committee  in  their 
present  report  are  as  follows :  "  The  reason  that 
we  failed  was,  that  we  had  not  troops  enough  to 
carr}'  the  points  where  the  atteck  was  made,  uti- 
der  the  orders  that  were  given,**  Why  the  com- 
mittee have  omitted  that  part  of  my  evidence, 
while  from  the  quotetion  marks  the  reader  is  led 
to  suppose  the  whole  sentence  is  given,  I  shall 
not  stop  to  inquire. 

The  next  statement  in  the  report  refers  to  the 
number  of  troops  with  whi^h  the  attack  was  made 
by  roe,  under  the  orders  to  send  out  "  a  division 
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at  least,*'  to  seize  the  heights  near  Captain  Hamil- 
ton's, and  that  is  headed  in  the  tract  in  the  same 
conspicuous  manner,  "Franklin  responsible  for 
the  defeat" 

The  committee's  statement  on  this  subject  occu- 
pies but  a  few  lines,  and  admits  the  sending  out 
oy  me,  under  this  order,  of  four  divisions,  num- 
bering sixteen  thousand  five  hundred  men,  as 
stated  by  them,  without  ^ving  the  number  of 
Doubleday's  division,  which  was  nearly  seven 
thousand  more.  The  committee  name  onl^ 
Meade's,  Gibbon's,  Doubleday's,  and  Bimey's  di- 
visions, as  those  by  which  the  attack  was  made 
and  supported.  They  had  it  in  proof,  and  in 
General  Hardie's  reports,  that  iHewton's  and 
Sickles's  divisions  also  aided  in  that  movement, 
while  the  divisions  of  Howe  and  Brooks  also  en- 
gaged the  enemy  during  the  day.  However  easy 
of  explanation  it  may  be  that  the  employment  of 
Newton's  division  was  not  referred  to  in  the  re- 

Sort,  It  is  difficult  to  understand  why  Sickles's 
ivision  should  be  omitted,  when  the  only  evi- 
donee  they  have  published  on  this  subject  discloses 
the  fact  tliat  Sickles's  division  was  also  engaged. 

The  committee  further  say,  *'that  the  attack 
was  in  reality  made  by  one  of  the  smallest  divis- 
ions in  my  command,  the  division  of  General 
Meade,  numbering  about  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred men."  They  have  omitted  to  state  in  that 
connection  what  was  in  evidence  before  them, 
that  Meade's  division  was  posted  on  the  extreme 
left  of  my  line,  and  the  order  being  to  attack  at 
once,  was  consequently  best  posted  for  the  attack. 
The  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  no  braver  soldier 
or  better  officer  than  General  Meade,  to  lead  his 
division  to  the  attack. 

The  committee  next  say,  that  **  General  Bum- 
side,  upon  hearing  of  the  small  force  ordered  to 
attack  the  enemy,  sent  an  order  to  General  Frank- 
lin to  make  a  vigorous  attack  with  his  whole 
force."  The  committee  do  not  state  when  Gen- 
eral Bumside  sent  to  me  any  order  after  that  re- 
ceived at  7.30  A.  M. ;  but  if  the  ordinary  construc- 
tion is  to  be-  put  upon  their  language,  they  intend 
to  be  understood  tnat  a  second  order  was  sent  to 
me  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  General  Har- 
die's first  despatch  to  General  Bumside,  dated  at 
7.40  A.  M.,  in  which  he  was  informed  of  what  I 
proposed  to  do  (inder  the  order.  As  before  ob- 
served, this  despatch  mustt  have  been  received  by 
General  Bumsiae  by  eight  o'clock  a.  m.  So  that, 
according  to^he  report.  General  Bumside  sent  me 
a  second  order  to  make  a  **  vigorous  attack  with 
my  whole  force,"  shortly  after  eight  o'clock  a.  m. 
By  referring  to  General  Hardie's  reports,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  first  despatch  from  General  Bum- 
side,  after  that  brought  by  him,  is  dated  2.25  p.  IL 
in  which  he  states,  — 

**  Deoember  13, 2.25  P.  M. 

"  Despatch  received.  Franklin  will  do  his  best 
New  troops  gone  in.    Will  report  soon  again." 

This  order,  so  far  from  being  an  order  to  make 
a  "  vigorous  attack  with  my  whole  force,"  directed 
me  as  follows : 

'*  Your  infitractions  of  this  morning  are  so  far 


modified  as  to  require  an  eidoaneenpon  the  heighis 
immediately  in  yow  front,'* 

The  response  made  to  this  modification  of  the 
order  is  snown  by  General  Hardie's  despatch  to 
his  chief  just  given. 

The  committee  then  proceed :  "  Several  of  the 
witnesses  testified,  that  had  the  attack  then  been 
renewed  with  all  the  available  force  under  General 
Franklin's  command,  it  would  have  been  success- 
ful." Who  these  witnesses  are  is  not  stated,  nor 
is  a  word  of  their  testimony  pven.  If  any  one 
upon  whose  opinion  the  pubhc  would  place  any 
reliance  has  been  found  to  express  such  an  opin- 
ion, it  has  been  given  in  ignorance  of  the  orders 
under  which  I  was  acting  during  the  day,  or  upon 
the  assumption  that  such  an  order  as  the  commit- 
tee state  1  did  receive,  was  issued  to  me  in  the 
early  part  of  the  day.  I  have  shown  that  no  such 
order  was  issued,  and  that  the  second  order  that 
was  issued  was  received  at  2.25  P.  M.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  modified  order  it  is  necessary  to 
state,  that  immediately  in  front  of  one  of  my  di- 
visions was  a  narrow  valley,  held  on  both  sides 
by  the  enemy,  and  protected  by  abatis,  and  droops 
entering  it  were  necessarily  subjected  to  a  fire 
from  both  sides.  It  is  patent,  from  an  examina- 
tion of  this  last  order,  that  so  far  from  being  an 
order  to  renew  the  attack  upon  the  hill  at  Cap- 
tain Hamilton's,  it  was  a  virtual  abandonment  of 
that  attempt.  I  was  not  allowed  the  opportunity 
to  examine  those  witnesses,  nor  to  proauce  those 
I  named  to  the  committee,  who  were  with  me 
during  the  day,  and  who  alone  were  sufficiently 
acquamted  with  all  the  facts  to  form  a  respectable 
opinion  onithe  subject 

But  whatever  opinions  may  have  been  expressed 
before  the  committee  by  witnesses,  whose  names 
they  have  not  given,  the  same  committee  submit- 
ted a  report  to  the  Senate  on  the  twenty-thinl 
day  of  December  last  containing  the  evidence 
taken  by  them  on  the  nineteenth  of  that  month, 
in  which  the  testimony  of  General  Bumside,  taken 
immediately  after  the  battle,  is  given.  This  has 
been  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate.  From  this 
document  I  make  the  following  extract,  (referring 
to  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg :) 

Q,  By  Committee.  —  "What  causes  do  you  as- 
sign for  the  failure  of  your  attack  here  ?  " 

A,  "It  was  found  impossible  to  get  tbe  men  up 
to  the  works ;  the  enemy's  fire  was  too  hot  for 
them ;  the  whole  command  fought  moit  gallantly ; 
the  enemy  themselves  say  they  never  saw  our  men 
fight  so  hard  as  on  that  aay." 

Q.  "  Were  the  enemy's  works  very  strong  ?  " 

A,  "  Their  works  are  not  strong  works,  but  they 
occupy  very  strong  positions.  It  is  possible 
that  the  points  of  attack  were  wrongly  ordered ; 
if  such  is  the  case  I  can  only  say  I  did  to  the  best 
of  my  ability." 

Q,  "  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  ex- 
pected General  Franklin  to  carry  tne  point  at  the 
extreme  left  of  the  ridge  in  the  rear  of  the  town, 
and  Uiereby  enable  our  troops  to  storm  and  carry 
their  fortifications  P  " 
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A.  "  I  did  expect  him  to  carry  that  point ;  which 
being  done,  would  have  placed  oar  forces  in  rear 
of  their  extreme  \e%  ana  which  I  thought  at  the 
time  would  shake  their  forces  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  position  in  front  could  be  easily  stormed 
and  earned." 

Q,  **  To  what  do  you  attribtUe  his  failure  to 
accomplish  that  ?  " 

A,  "  To  the  great  strength  of  the  position,  and 
the  accumulation  of  the  enemy's  forces  there" 

Qjeneral  Burnside  then  explained,  that  the  de- 
lay in  building  the  bridges  gave  the  enemy  time 
to  accumulate  his  forces  before  he  was  able  to 

order  the  attack. 

•        •  ^     •        •        • 

Q.  "  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
men  during  thte  attack  P  " 

A.  "  With  the  exception  of  a  single  regiment  it 
was  excellent." 

Q.  "  Will  you  state,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the 
whole  number  of  our  troops  that  were  engaged  ?  " 

A.  "  We  had  about  one  hundred  thousand  men 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river.*' 

Q.  "  What  part  of  that  number  were  actually 
engaged  in  battle  P  " 

^  A,  "  Every  single  man  of  them  was  under  ar- 
tillery fire,  and  about  half  of  them  were  at  differ- 
ent times  formed  in  columns  of  attack.  Every 
man  was  put  in  column  tJiat  could  be  got  in." 

With  this  evidence  of  the  General  commanding 
the  army  before  them,  a  committee  of  Congress, 
in  a  report  submitted  to  the  public  without  the 
testimony,  deliberately  states : 

"  The  testimony  of  all  the  witnesses  before 
your  committee  proves  most  conclusively  that  had 
the  attack  been  made  upon  the  lefl  with  all  the 
force  that  General  Franklin  could  have  used  for 
that  purpose,  the  plan  of  General  Burnside  would 
have  been  completely  successful,  and  our  army 
would  have  achieved  a  most  brilliant  victory." 

The  committee  continue,  (still  referring  to  the 
order,  which,  they  say,  was  to  make  a  **  vigorous 
attack  with  my  whole  force,"  and  was  sent  by 
General  Burnside  upon  his  hearing  of  the  small 
force  which  I  had  ordered  to  the  attack,)  "  Gen- 
eral Franklin  testifies  that  it  was  not  an  order  but 
a  request,  and  that  when  he  received  it,  it  was  too 
late  to  renew  the  attack,  and  therefore  he  did  not 
do  it.  General  Franklin  testifies  as  follows:" 
The  committee  then  proceed  to  give  an  extract 
from  a  small  portion  of  my  testimony,  in  which 
not  a  word  of  my  testimony  on  tKe  subject  of  this 
request  is  given.  My  statement  to  them  on  that 
subject  was  substantially  that  after  three  o'clock 
of  that  day,  according  to  my  best  recollection,  an 
Aid  from  General  Burnside  came  to  me  with  the 
message  that  the  enemy  was  pressing  General 
Sumner  on  the  right,  and  that  I  was  requested  to 
make  a  diversion  in  his  favor  if  I  could.  I 
again  replied  that  I  would  do  the  best  I  could. 
About  tne  time  that  this  message  came,  vLz., 
at  3.40  P.  M.,  as  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  Gen- 
eral Hardie's  reports,  that  officer  informed  Gen- 
eral Burnside  as  follows : 

"Gibbon's  and  Meade's  divisions    are  badly 


used  up,  and  I  fear  another  advance  on  the  enemy 
on  our  left  cannot  be  made  this  afternoon. 
Doubleday's  division  will  replace  Meade's  as  soon 
as  it  can  oe  collected,  and  u  it  be  done  in  time, 
of  course  another  attack  will  be  made.  The 
enemy  are  in  fo^e  in  the  woods  on  our  left  to- 
ward Hamilton's,  and  are  threatening  the  safety 
of  that  portion  of  our  line.  They  seem  to  hare 
detachea  a  portion  of  their  force  to  our  front, 
where  Howe  and  Brooks  are  now  engaged. 
Brooks  has  some  prisoners,  and  is  down  to  the 
railroad.  Just  as  soon  as  the  left  is  safe  our  forces 
here  will  be  prepared  for  a  front  attack.  But  it 
may  be  too  late  this  afternoon.  Lideed  we  are 
engaged  in  front  anyhow.  Notwithstanding  the 
unpleasant  items  I  relate,  the  morale  generally  of 
the  troops  is  good." 

Keeping  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  divisions  of 
Howe  and  Brooks,  which  General  Hardie  reported 
to  General  Burnside  were  then  actually  engaged, 
were  the  two  divisions  upon  which  I  had  to  rely 
to  protect  my  right,  centre,  and  bridges,  and  that 
every  other  aivision  of  my  command  was  at  that 
moment  already  in  support  of  the  left,  and  that 
this  despatch  of  General  Hardie's  was  a  jMece  of 
the  evidence  before  a  committee,  supposed  to  be 
in  search  of  the  truth  in  regard  to  a  subject  of 
such  magnitude  as  the  loss  of  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg,  it  seems  incredible  that  the  next 
paragraph  of  their  report  following  the  extract 
from  my  testimony,  which  they  have  given^  is  the 
one  already  quoted,  that,  — 

**  The  testimony  of  all  the  witnesses  before 
your  committee  proves  most  conclusively  that 
had  the  attack  been  made  upon  the  left  with  all 
the  force  that  General  Franklin  could  have  used 
for  that  purpose,  the  plan  of  General  Burnside 
would  have  been  completely  successful,  and  our 
army  would  have  achieved  a  most  brilliant  victoi^." 

Tnis  sweeping  statement  is  made  without  giving 
a  word  of  testimony  in  support  of  the  conclusion, 
or  the  name  of  a  witness.  I  am  necessarily  in 
ignorance  of  what  has  been  testified  to  by  others 
before  the  committee,  but  I  know  that  General 
Burnside  and  myself  were  at  least  two  of  *<  all 
the  witnesses,"  and  that  he,  when  he  was  first 
examined,  testified  to  the  contrary  of  any  such 
statement  I  know  that  General  ILirdie's  words, 
written  from  the  battle-field  to  his  chief,  were  in 
evidence,  and  that  the  facts  shown  by  these  wit- 
nesses prove  the  conclusions  of  this  committee 
to  be  as  unfounded  as  they  are  unmerited. 

Standing,  as  I  do,  thus  arraigned  and  con- 
demned by  the  committee,  I  have  no  fear  that 
my  countrymen  will  adopt  their  verdict  until  I 
have  been  heard  in  my  own  behalf.  They  have 
thus  far  inhaled  with  the  air  they  breathe  that 
vital  principle  of  fair  play  that  hears  before  it 
condemns.  As  a  people,  they  have  no  purpose 
to  serve  in  striking  down  a  public  servant,  unless 
he  has  proved  to  be  unfaithful  to  his  trust ;  and  to 
their  sense  of  justice  I  appeal,  though  the  circum- 
stances attending  my  accusation  compel  me  to  add 
to  my  statement  a  few  words  personal  to  myself. 

My  profession  is  that  of  arms.  I  was  educated 
to  it  as  a  pupil  of  the  nation.    My  duty  and  in- 
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dination  leading  in  the  iame  path  with  the  feel- 
ing that  stirred  the  nation's  pulse  when  its  flag 
waa  torn  down  by  parricidal  hands,  I  dedicated 
my  life,  and  whatever  was  inwrapt  within  my  life, 
to  the  defence  of  my  country.  I  did  not  under- 
rate the  proportions  of  the  rebellion,  and  I  ac- 
cepted my  line  of  duty  with  the  conviction  that 
the  nation  would  require  of  its  loyal  children  de- 
termined purpose,  and,  perhaps,  great  sacrifices, 
before  its  unity  would  be  restorecL  With  these 
convictions  I  took  command  of  a  brigade  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  in  June,  1861.  From  that 
time  until  I  was  relieved  hpm  dutv  with  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1863,  I  have  been  trying  to  do  my  duty  in 
camp  and  upon  the  field.  That  I  have  not  alto- 
gether failed,  the  brave  men  who  have  grown  up 
with  me  have  proved  on  the  battle-fields  of  Virginia 
and  Mar)'land ;  and  it  is  but  common  justice  to 
those  of  them  who  yet  live,  and  to  the  memory 
of  those  who  are  dead,  to  say  that  they  never 
failed  me  in  the  time  of  triaL  My  time  has  been 
passed  with  my  command.  Including  a  period  of 
illness,  I  have  been  absent  from  it  but  twenty-one 
days.  This  has  left  me  but  little  time  to  look 
after  matters  personal  to  myself.  Having  no 
political  associations  of  influence,  I  must  content 
myself»  as  best  I  can,  with  the  reflection  that  the 
committee  believed  that  the  failure  at  Fredericks- 
burg demanded  a  victim,  and  that,  being  of  no 
consequence  except  as  a  soldier,  it  was  most 
available  to  order  me  to  that  duty. 

I  have  had  no  friendships  which  have  stood  in 
the  way  of  the  performance  of  my  duty. 

When  General  Burnside  took  command  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  up  to  the  time  he  left 
it,  I  gave  a  hearty  obedience  to  every  order  he 
gave  me,  as  well  as  a  full  and  frank  expression 
of  my  opinion  when  he  invited  me  to  his  councils. 
I  supposed  that  we  were  attached  friends,  and 
that  we  were  both  looking  only  to  those  means 
which  would  achieve  success.  I  agreed  with  him 
fullv  in  the  propriety  of  crossing  the  Rappahan- 
nock at  Fredencksburg  at  the  time  proposed  by 
his  original  plan.  After  that  failea,  whatever 
advice  I  gave  to  him  in  council  sprang  from  the 
honest  convictions  of  my  judgment,  and  I  should 
have  been  recreant  to  mv  duty  to  my  country 
and  my  own  conscience  had  I  given  him  any  other. 
W^hen  the  crossing  was  determined'  upon,  with 
what  alacrity  I  obeyed  the  order,  the  time  within 
which  my  troops  were  crossed  and  placed  in  line 
of  battle  is  the  best  evidence.  This  done,  and 
our  troops  posted  on  the  enemy's  side  of  the 
river,  with  nothing  but  frail  pontoon  bridges  be- 
tween them  and  their  destruction  as  an  army,  I 
proposed  that  an  assault*should  be  made  upon  the 
enemy's  position  with  a  column  strong  enough  to 
oomoaana  success,  (naming  the  number  of  at  least 
six  divisions,)  with  the  request  that  I  might  be 
allowed  to  make  immediate  dispositions  to  carry 
it  out.  After  waiting  through  the  night,  I  was 
ordered  to  take  a  particular  height  with  one  divis- 
xoD»  and  to  keep  mv  whole  command  in  readiness 
for  some  contemplated  movement  In  obepng 
this  order  according  to  its   letter  and   spirit,! 


a  force  of  the  enemy  upon  my  left,  my  right, 
and  my  centre  discovered  itself,  sufiicient  to 
engage  during  the  day  every  division  in  my 
command.  Our  failure  was  the  natural  conse- 
quence of  the  insufficient  preparation  and  inade- 
quate provision  for  an  attack  upon  an  army  like 
that  in  front  of  us.  This  being  the  state  of 
the  facts,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  without  a 
hearing  or  the  opportunity  of  defence,  a  report 
from  the  legislative  branch  of  the  government  has 
been  spread  through  the  newspapers  and  in  pamph- 
lets before  my  countrymen,  stating  that  had  I 
obeyed  the  orders  given  me  by  General  Burnside 
on  that  day,  our  army  would  have  achieved  a  most 
brilliant  victory.  Instead  of  a  brilliant  victory,  it 
was  a  sad  and  fearful  disaster,  in  which  many 
brave  men  fell  —  men  to  whom  I  was  attached 
by  two  years'  association;  and  for  this  disaster, 
and  for  the  blood  of  these  comrades,  this  com- 
mittee say  I  am  responsible. 

I  place  these  facts  by  the  side  of  their  report, 
perfectly  willing  to  abide  by  the  verdict  which  the 
public  will  pass  upon  me. 

WiLUAM  B.  Franklin. 

NOTES. 

The  correspondenee  which  follows  §how8  the  jfronnds 
upon  which  I  based  my  uBcrtlon  that  General  Burnside 
formallx  '^^^  earnestly  reauestcd  the  President  to  remove 
Mr.  Stanton  and  General  Halleck  from  the  positions  which 
they  held  In  1802-63. 

Now,  there  is  no  exense  which  can  Justify  a  statement 
of  the  Idnd  made  by  General  Burnside  to  his  Generals  on 
this  subject,  and  the  effect  upon  some  of  them  waa  more 
domagring  than  would  at  first  si^ht  appear. 

Having'  entire  confidence  in  the  truth  of  hf s  statement, 
they  looked  upon  him  as  a  man  whose  boldness  in  beard- 
\nS  the  lions  in  their  den,  entitled  him  to  a  certain  admira- 
tion, but  who  had  been  destroyed  by  this  very  boldness. 
They  conniderod  him  a  doomed  man,  and  that  the  end  of 
his  career  as  the  Commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
was  only  a  question  of  a  few  days. 

It  is,  therefore,  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  certain  Gen- 
erals finding^  that  he  was  still  actin<f  aa  if  he  fflt  firm  in 
his  seat,  and  as  though  his  open  condemnation  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  Gcneral-in-Chief  had  done  hJm  no 
harm,  and  knowing  the  extreme  want  of  confidenoc  of  the 
troops  in  his  capacity,  should  begin  to  feel  nervous  and 
anxious  about  tiic  destiay  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomae 
under  such  a  commander,  and  should  believe  that  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  feeling  of  the  army  toward  him,  made  to 
influential  persons  in  Washington,  taken  in  connection 
with  the  fact  (as  they  supposed  it)  that  he  had  asked  for 
the  removal  of  the  Presicfent's  two  chief  military  subor- 
dinates, might  have  weight  in  having  some  Important 
change  effected,  without  subjecting  them  to  any  very 
grave  charges. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  Generals  who  heard  hfm 
make  this  statement,  should  afterwards  have  less  oontl- 
denoein  his  Judgment,  and  should  consider  that  no  impor- 
tant operations  would  thereafter  be  carried  on  under  his 
command. 

In  other  words,  it  is  quite  likely  that  the  misunderstand- 
ings caused  by  this  "  statement,"  might  account  in  a  great 
degree  for  the  conduct  of  certain  officera  affected  by  the 
notorious  Order  No.  8. 

When  1  gave  mj  evidence  before  the  Congressional 
Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  in  December  1802, 1 
did  not  quote  the  order  which  I  received  from  General 
Burnside  under  which  I  made  the  attack  at  the  battle  of 
I>>cdericksbnrg.    This  is  the  reason. for  the  omission. 

I  thought  that  General  Burnside  was  the  proper  person 
to  present  this  order  in  evidence.  I  asked  him,  after  he 
had  given  his  evidence,  if  he  had  delivered  a  copy  of  the 
order  to  the  committee,  or  if  he  intended  to  deliver  one, 
and  he  informed  me  that  he  had  given  it,  or  intended  to 
give  it. 

Yet  upon  examination  of  the  published  evidence,  upon 
which  tne  oonunittec  based  its  report,  I  cannot  find  tb.nt 
this  order  was  brought  to  its  attention  until  General  J. 
F.  Beynolds  gave  his  evidence  in  liarehi  1863,  and  I  gave 
mine  about  April  first,  IbOS. 
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80  General  Bmnitde's  memory  Iklled  again  In  thia  in- 
atanoe. 

This  fact  la  mentioned  because  I  stated  to  the  committee 
In  December,  1882,  that  I  had  fought  the  whole  atrenifth 
of  my  command  aa  well  aa  I  ooula**  onder  the  orders  tnat 
I  bod  recelvedi**  suppostngf  the  committee  knew,  as  it 
ought  to  have  known,  what  orders  I  had  received.  It  ought 
to  have  kuo  wn  these  orders,  because  it  had  already  received 
the  evldeDoc  of  the  oommandiug  General. 

There  Is  one  omission  in  the  report  of  my  evidence  be- 
fore this  committee  which  Is  somewhat  important  to  me. 
When  I  waa  before  it,  about  April  first,  IMS,  I  stated  that  if 
nnr  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksbure  waa  in  course 
or  investif^tlon  by  it.  I  would  be  glad  to  nave  taken  the 
evidence  of  Generals  Smith  and  Uardie,  who  were  with  me 
durinj?  the  whole  day  of  the  battle.  The  chairman  refused 
to  cau  these  gentlemen,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no 
time.  No  mention  of  the  request  or  the  refhsol  was  made 
in  the  report  or  the  evidence.  Yet  there  are  published  in 
the  evidence  two  affidavits  of  staff  officers  of  General 
Bumside,  bearing  on  the  snt^ect,  and  both  dated  after  the 
date  of  my  evidence,  and  made  in  Cincinnati,  the  commit- 
tee sitting  in  Washington.  If  there  was  time  to  have  re- 
ceived them,  there  waa  time  to  have  taken  the  evidence  of 
Generals  Smith  and  Hardie.  Whether  these  affidavits 
were  considered  in  making  np  the  report  of  the  committee 
I  do  not  know.  W.  B.  Fbahklxn. 

On  March  nineteenth,  1800,  General  Franklin  wrote  to 
General  Halleck,  informing  him  that  circumstances  might 
render  it  necessary  fbr  him  to  publish  certain  correspond- 
ence between  them  in  relation  to  a  statement  made  by 
General  Bumside,  that  he  had  requested  of  the  President 
the  removal  of  the  Secretary  of  Wnr  and  General-in-Chief 
shortly  after  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg.  The  following 
are  copies  of  General  Halleck's  answer  and  Its  enclosures, 
followed  by  copies  of  all  the  correspondence : 

Hkadquartebs  Military  Division  ofthb  Pacific,  { 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  April  17, 1866.     ] 

Moaor-Oeneral  W,  B,  Franklin,  Haryord^  C&nn.  1 

UKNBRAL :  1  have  Just  received  your  note  of  March 
nineteenth,  in  which  you  state  that  it  may  be  necessary  for 
you  to  publish  my  letters  to  you  (which  you  have  hither^ 
to  regarded  as  confidential)  in  regard  to  General  Bumside. 
Having  no  intention  to  enter  into  anv  discussions  io  re- 
gard to  differences  or  disputes  which  nave  arisen  out  of 
the  events  of  the  war,  I  snail  very  much  regret  the  neces- 
sity of  bringing  my  name  into  any  question  of  difference 
between  yourself  and  General  Burnslde.  In  order  that 
you  may  have  in  your  possession  all  the  documentary 
evidence  on  the  suoiiect,  I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  my 
letter  to  him  of  May  ninthM863,  and  his  telegraphic  an- 
swer of  May  fourteenth.  Whether  or  not  General  Bum- 
side  ever  made  the  promised  answer  to  your  pamphlet,  I 
know  not.  I  have  never  aeen  any,  and  the  enlosure  is  the 
only  correspondence  we  ever  had  on  the  subject. 

Both  Mr.  Lincoln  and  Mr.  Stanton  assured  meat  the 
time  that  General  Bumside  had  never  made  to  them,  or  in 
their  presence,  the  atatement  alluded  to  in  your  pamphlet: 
out  that  on  the  contrary,  he  had  always  expressed  flill 
confidence  in,  and  warm  regard  for  both  the  Secretary  and 
myself.  Very  respectfully, 

X oar  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Hallbck. 

GENERAL  HALLECK  TO  GENERAL  BURNSIDE. 

[Peraonal.] 

Hbadquartbrs  of  thb  Army,  ) 
Wasuinoton,  May  9, 1863.     { 

Mqior-Oeneral  Burruide^  CincinruUi  t 

General  :  Major- General  Franklin's  pamphlet  on  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg  haa  been  before  the  public  for 
some  weeks,  and  no  doubt  haa  attracted  your  attention. 

General  Franklin  states  positively  that  after  that  battle 
you  urged  the  President  to  remove  f^om  office  the  Secre- 
tary or  War  and  General-in-Chief.  In  the  absence  of  any 
contradiction  of  this  positive  statement,  It  must  bo  pre- 
sumed that  it  is  correct. 

As  you  certainly  could  have  had  no  motives  personal  to 
yourself  for  giving  thia  advice  to  the  President,  and  aa  yon 
were  well  aware  that  I  waa  placed  In  mv  present  position 
contrary  to  my  own  wishes,  and  that  I  nad  endeavored  to 
be  relieved  (Vom  It,  I  am  bound  to  believe  that,  in  my  case, 

Jou  were  actuated  in  giving  the  alleged  advice  to  the  Pres- 
ient,  solely  by  a  desire  to  confer  a  personal  favor  upon 
me.  I  look  upon  the  matter  in  thia  light,  and  ainoerely 
thank  yon  for  using  your  influence  with  the  President,  in 
the  manner  atated  by  General  Franklin,  to  have  me  re- 
lieved ttom  a  thanldoaa  and  disagreeable  position,  wlildi 
yott  knew  I  did  not  wish  to  occupy. 

Very  truly  yoora,  H.  W,  Hallbck. 


FROM  GEN.  BURNSIDE  TO  OEN.  HALLECK. 

[Telegram.] 

CnrcncNATi,  May  14, 1863. 
JliyoT'Qengrai  MaUeek : 

Letter  of  the  ninth,  (9th,)  Just  received.  Never  saw 
Franklin's  pamphlet  till  day  before  yesterday.  Shall  an- 
swer it  briefly,  aa  soon  aa  I  have  time.  It  cannot  hart  any 
of  oa  after  it  is  answered. 

(Signed),  A.  E.  Burnsidb. 

GENERAL  HALLECK  TO.  GENERAL  FRANKLIN. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  ; 
Washington,  D.  C,  May  25, 1H03.     { 

[Peraonal  and  private.] 

Mudor- General  Franklin,  York,  Pentu  t 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  a  copy  of  your  pamphlet  on  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg. T  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  express  any  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  matters  of  dispute  between  yourself  and 
General  Bumside.  Of  course  one  or  the  other  must  be  in 
error,  but  I  presume  the  differences  are  such  as  often 
occur  between  honorable  men,  who  both  believe  them- 
aelvea  to  be  in  the  right.  There  are,  however,  one  or  two 
atatements  in  regara  to  myaelf  to  which  I  deaire  to  call 
your  attention. 

You  state  positively  that  General  Bumside  made  a  **  for- 
mal and  earnest  request  to  the  President  to  remove  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  (*eneral-ln-Chief  fVom  the  positions 
severally  oocupled  by  them.*'  •  If  consistent  with  vour  own 
sense  of^propriety,  1  respectfully  ask  that  you  will  give  me 
your  autnoiity  for  thia  positive  assertion  on  your  part.  I 
am  induced  to  ask  this,  firom  the  ftot  that  (xcneral  Bum- 
side  was  fhlly  aware  that  I  was  placed  In  my  present  po- 
sition against  my  own  wishes;  tliat  I  had  taken  every 
proper  measure  to  avoid  its  responsibilities,  and,  at  that 
very  time  I  was  deairons  of  being  relieved  from  those 
responsibilities.  I  say  that  General  Burnslde  was  person- 
ally  fhlly  aware  of  theae  facta.  How,  under  such  oircum- 
stances,  he  could  request  my  removal^  is  to  me  incompre- 
hensible. Nevertheless,  till  your  positive  statement  is  ex- 
plained or  contradicted,  it  must  be  believM. 

Yon  seem  to  think  that  (general  Bumside'a  letter  to  me 
waa  drawn  out  of  him  for  the  purpoae  of  removing  respon- 
sibility ttom  the  shoulders  of  his  superiors.  In  regard 
to  this  matter  I  have  only  to  say,  that  the  letter  waa  put>- 
lished  by  permission  of  tno  President,  after  both  the  Sec* 
rctory  of  War  and  myself  had  advised  against  its  publicar 
tion,  and  I  had  positively  refused  my  aaseut.  As  I  bad 
advlaed  against  tne  Fredericksburg  base  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  iiad  abundant  proofli  of  that  fhct,  I  required  no 
statement  of  General  Bumside  in  regard  to  my  responsl- 
biUty. 

Again,  in  regard  to  General  Bamalde's  order,  or  pre- 
tended order.  No.  8,  you  are  also  under  misapprehen- 
sion. 1  have  never  aeen  thai  order.  I  learned  from  tho 
President  that  an  order  had  been  presented  to  him  by 
Greneral  Bumside,  dismissing  several  officers  of  his  com- 
mand for  endeavoring  to  create  dissatisfaction  and  insub- 
ordination in  his  army.  I  said  immediately,  that  if  such 
was  the  ease,  the  commander  in  tho  field  ought  to  be  sus- 
tained. I  did  not  then  know,  nor  do  I  know  now,  the 
names  of  the  officers  charged  with  so  high  a  military  of- 
fence. Moreover,  I  have  been  told  by  good  antliority  that 
the  pretended  order,  pnblished  In  the  newspapers,  la  very 
different  ttom  the  order  shdwn  the  President. 

In  these,  as  In  many  other  matters  connected  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  press  haa  grossly  misrepre- 
sented me.  But  time  will  place  all  these  things  in  their 
tme  light.  Very  respectfVilly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 

GENERAL  FRANKLIN  TO  GENERAL  HALLECK. 

York,  Pbnn.,  May  27, 18(0. 

To  Mf^jor- General  H,  W,  HaUeckt  Genera2-in-Chi^  U,  3. 

Army,  Waehington,  D.  C. « 

General  ;  I  have  reodved  your  letter  of  the  twenty-flfth 
Inst. I  am  sure, fh>myour statement,  that  (General Bumside 
did  not  make  the  "  formal  and  earnest  request  to  n^move 
the  Secretary  of  War  **  and  yourself,  to  which  reference  la 
made  in  my  pamphlet  reply  to  the  Committee  on  the  Con- 
duct of  the  war.  and  my  aasertion  should  have  been  that 
(Seneral  Bumsioe  eaid  that  he  made  the  request. 

The  &et8  are  these.  General  Burnslde  was  in  Washings 
ton  on  or  about  January  first,  last.  He  returned  to  camp, 
and  soon  after  his  return,  informed  me,  I  think  In  the 
presence  of  General  Smith,  and  perhaps  others,  that  ho 
nad  seen  the  Prealdent,  and  had  verbally  recommended  to 


DOCUMENTS. 


171 


him  the  afleeptanee  of  his  reslgnatloa,  «&d  th«  removftl  of 
the  Secrptarr  of  War  and  yoarself.  The  Preaident,  how- 
erer,  refhsod  to  entertain  the  Bii}j»[e8tlon,  and  the  next 
interview  whieh  General  Bumstde  nad  with  him  was  in 
the  presenoe  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  youraclf.  Be- 
tween the  firnt  and  second  Intenrlcwa  he  had  reduced  to 
writittff  the  proposition  which  he  had  made  in  the  first 
intenriew,  and  he  read  to  the  President  a  letter  to  him  in 
which  he  tendered  his  own  resignation,  and  proposed  the 
▼acation  of  the  Secretary  of  War's  and  your  posltionsy  for 
the  reason  that  all  three  of  you  had  lost  the  confidence  of 
the  people.  Tliis  is  the  snbstanoe  of  the  stonr  as  I  heard 
it  fVom  nim  Just  after  his  return  to  camp.  On  one  occa- 
sion. Just  before  his  last  attempt  to  cross  the  Rappahan- 
nock, I  was  in  his  tent  with  Generals  Smith,  Woodbury, 
Hunt,  and  Captain  Comstock,  corps  of  engineers,  when  I 
said  to  him,  in  substance,  **  you  vourself  recommended  to 
the  President  the  removal  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
Gi*nenal  Hallcck.**  He  did  nor  dcnj  it ;  in  faet  he  aoknowl- 
ed^Tcd  that  he  had  so  recoramcndca. 

There  is  nothing  in  my  pamphlet,  nor  have  I  said  any- 
thing which  will  Justify  the  assertion,  that  I  •*  think  that 
General  Bumside's  letter  to  mo  **  (you)  **  was  drawn  out 
of  him  '*  fbr  any  purpose.  On  the  contrary  I  know  that 
befbre  he  wrote  it,  he  expressed  his  Intention  of  writing 
tt  to  sereral  persons,  myself  among  the  number,  and  the 
reason  he  gave  for  this  intention  was,  that  he  might  dlsa- 
httse  the  nunds  of  the  people  ka  to  who  was  responsible 
for  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg.  He  intended  the  letter 
for  publication,  I  know,  and  was  excited  to  write  ft  by  tlie 
newspaper  articles,  which  threw  the  blame  upon  the  ad- 
ministration. I  never  had,  nor  ever  expressed,  an  Idea 
that  the  letter  in  question  was  drawn  out  of  General  Bum- 
side  by  any  person,  or  for  any  purpose,  but  have  always 
known  that  the  dictates  ofhls  own  mind  led  him  to  write  It. 

I  do  not  think  that  I  have  ever  asserted,  or  ever  thought 
that  you  had  seen  Order  No.  8.  I  have  looked  over  my 
pamphlet  earefhlly,  and  find  no  sentence  which  will  bear 
the  conatmetion  that  I  thought  you  had  seen  it.  I  received 
all  of  the  information  in  my  possession  concerning  it  fVom 
officers  who  saw  it  in  Gencrnl  Hooker's  hands,  and  the 
names  tn  the  pretended  order,  as  published,  agree  in  all 
rv^pecta  with  those  reported  to  me  as  present  In  General 
Hookor»s  copy.  The  pamphlet  was.  however,  written  be- 
fore the  publication  of  the  order  In  the  Herald. 

Tt  was  not  my  Intention  in  my  pamphlet  to  relier  to  any 
persona  except  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War 
and  General  Bnmslde.  I  am  sorry  that  my  confidence  In 
Gi^veral  Bumside's  honesty  led  me  to  assert  that  he  had 
requested  the  removal  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  your- 
self, and  I  can  only  account  for  his  numerous  mistakes  by 
the  hypothesis  that  he  is  crazy. 
Very  respectfbllv. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Franklin. 

GESTEBAL  HALLBCK  TO  GENERAL  FBANKLIN. 

Hbadquartrrb  of  trb  Army,  ) 
Washington,  May  20, 1863.     (   ' 

[Private  and  personal.] 

Gbnkral  :  Tour  letter  of  the  twenty-seventh  Is  received, 
and  I  thank  you  for  your  fhmk  reply  to  my  Inquiry. 

Imniedtately  on  receiving  your  pamphlet,  I  addressed  a 
note  to  General  Bnrnslde,  calling  his  attention  to  what 
you  had  stated  in  regard  to  his  having  fortnaliy  and  ear- 
ne-Mtlp  reqoested  my  removal,  and  as  be  has  not  denied  Ita 
eorreetnesa,  I  presume  he  admits  it. 

There  is  one  singular  statement  in  your  letter,  in  regard 
to  the  embodying  of  General  Bumside's  recommendation 
for  our  removal  m  his  letter  of  resignation,  and  reading  it 
to  the  Preaident  hi  the  presence  of  the  Secretary  and  my- 
self. There  Is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  this,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned.  The  only  letter  of  resignation  of  General 
Bumalde  whkh  I  ever  saw  or  heard  of,  made  no  allusion 
whatever  to  either  of  us. 

The  reason  of  my  aUodlng  to  Order  No.  8  was,  that  you 
say  the  Preaident  **  decllneo  to  decide,  without  consulting 
some  of  his  advisers."  The  public  would  presume,  per- 
haps, that  I  was  one  of  these  advisers,  I  merely  wished 
to  uodoeelve  you  on  that  point.  The  facts  are  these: 
General  Baraslde  had  had  an  interview  with  the  Presi- 
diot  in  the  night,  or  very  early  in  the  morning.  I  was 
st-nt  for  while  at  breakfast.  When  I  arrived  at  tne  Presi- 
d4*nt*a  room,  he  informed  the  Secretary  and  mys(4f  that 
Cirneral  Bamslde  had  proposed  the  dismissal  ana  relieving 
of  several  high  officers^and  if  his  order  were  not  approved 
be  wished  to  resign.  The  President  announced  his  decis- 
ion to  relieve  General  Boraside,  and  put  General  Hooker 
In  command.  He  aaked  no  opinion  or  advice,  either  flrom 
the  Secretary  or  myself,  and  none  whatever  was  oifcred 


by  either  of  us.  General  Bumslde  afterwards  came  in,  and 
tne  matter  of  accepting  his  resignation  waa  discussed.  I 
strongly  urged  him  to  withdraw  it,  which  he  finally  co&> 
sented  to  do. 

The  removal  of  General  Bumslde,  and  appointment  of 
General  Hooker,  was  the  sole  act  of  the  President.  My 
advice  was  not  asked  at  all  in  the  matter,  and  I  gave  no 
dpInioD  whatever. 

I  have  never  doubted  the  honesty  and  integrity  of  pnr- 

Rose  of  General  Burniiidc,  but  in  his  various  siatcmouts  he 
as  certainly  committed  some  most  sln^ilar  errors,  and 
in  none  more  so  than  in  regard  to  the  "  Pontoons,"  npon 
which  the  public  press  got  up  such  a  fbror  agaiust  me.  I 
had  the  means  at  the  time  of  disproving  most  of  his  state- 
ments, but  declined  to  use  them,  preferring,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  to  remain  silent.  By  pub- 
licly denying  one  false  charge,  it  would  be  inferred  that 
those  unaen&t  were  true.  M!oreover,  when  holding  a  com- 
mand, I  never  enter  into  newspaper  discussions. 

Nevertheless,  I  think  it  due  to  history  that  officers 
should,  among  themselves,  seek  to  reconcile  and  explain 
conflicting  ^.tatements.  It  was  simply  with  this  object  in 
view  that  I  wrote  to  yourself  and  General  Bumslde,  and 
I  thank  you  for  answering  me  so  promptly  siid  kindly.  X 
onl^  regret  that  General  Bumslde  has  not  done  the  same. 
Very  respectfhlly. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Halleck. 

GEN.  W.  F.  SMITES  TO  GEN.  FBANKLIN. 

New  York,  May  29, 1803. 

Dear  Franklin  :  Pnmslde  referred  to  the  matter  of 
his  letter  to  the  President,  asking  that  Stanton,  Halleck, 
and  himself  should  vacate  their  places,  several  times  in 
my  presence ;  but  the  first  time  In  such  detail  that  no  new 

{lolnts  were  afterwards  developed.  Cle  said  he  had  had  a 
ong  conversation  with  the  President,  which  resulted  In 
his  going  back  to  the  hotel,  and  writing  this  letter,  which 
he  sent.  In  the  letter  he  said  he  was  sure  Stanton  and 
Ualleek  had  not  the  confidence  of  the  country,  but  of  that 
the  President  could  Judge  for  hiusclfj  but  he  could  assert 
positively  that  they  had  not  the  confldcuce  of  the  army, 
and  therefore  suggested  thst  the  three  should  resign.  The 
President  said  he  could  not  think  of  accepting  his  resigna- 
tion, and  asked  him  If  he  had  any  objections  to  going  to 
the  others  interested  and  making  the  statements  In  tnclr 
presence.  Bnraslde  sAld  no,  certainly  not,  and  they  went 
to  the  War  Department,  saw  the  Secretary  and  General- 
in-Clilef,  and  in  their  presence  he  reiterated  his  remarks 
about  want  of  confidence ;  that  neither  of  them  said  a  word 
with  reference  to  the  matter,  and  the  conversation  after 
that  was  an  attempt  to  get  orders  to  cross  the  river,  or 
orders  not  to  cross  the  river.  Bumslde  also  made  In 
Washington,  and  at  the  time,  the  same  statement  to  Mr. 
John  Tucker,  then  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  and  I  cer- 
tainly placed  Implicit  confidence  in  nls  story.  You  are 
entirely  at  liberty  to  make  any  use  of  this  letter. 

Yours,  as  ever, 

Wm.  F.  Smith. 
M^or-General  Wm.  B.  Franklin,  York,  Pcnn. 

This  letter  was  transmitted  by  General  Franklin  to  Gen- 
eral Halleck,  with  a  letter  of  transmittal  merely. 

GENERAL  HALLECK  TO  GENERAL  FRANKLIN. 
[Personal  and  private.] 

Washington,  June  5, 1663. 

Jllc^or-Oetural  FrantUfh  York,  Penn.  i 

GiSNERAL :  Yours  of  the  third  instant, enclosing  a  copv 
of  General  Smith's  letter  of  May  twenty -ninth  Is  received. 
No  such  conversation  as  that  mentioned  by  General  Smith, 
nor  any  In  the  slightest  degree  resembling  it,  ever  took 
place  between  General  Burnslde,  the  President,  Mr.  Stan- 
ton, and  myself.  What  General  Bumslde  may  have  said 
to  the  President  or  Secretary  of  War  about  me.  In  my  ab- 
sence, I,  of  course,  do  not  know ;  but  I  have  aasnraucea 
that  he  never  suggested  my  removal  to  either. 

I  have  no  desire  to  push  this  Inquiry  any  farther,  being 
satisfied  that  General  Bumside's  memory  waa,  at  least  at 
that  time,  unreliable. 

Very  respectfhlly, 

u.  W.  Halleck. 

GEN.  W.  T.  H.  BROOKS  TO  GEN.  FRANKLIN. 

I5DIANAP0LIS,  JttUC  :2,  1803. 

Dear  Franklin  :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  twenty 
ninth  ult.  yesterday.    I  waa  very  sorry  not  to  meet  you. 

I  spoke  to  the  Secretary  about  Bumslde  having  stated 
that  he  had  told  the  Presiaent  he  ought  to  remove  himself 
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•nd  Hall«ok.  He  eald  he  had  never  heard  of  it  until  a  ftw 
days  before,  when  Halleck,  having  seen  the  statement 
made  by  you  In  Tonr  pamphlet,  spoke  to  him  about  it. 
That  so  far  as  he  knew,  there  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  it. 

I  heard  Burnside  make  the  statement  in  yonr  presenoc. 
I  have  heard  Sedgwick  and  Hancock  say  thev  heard  Bum- 
side  make  the  statement.  I  hare  heard  Hooker  refer  to  it, 
as  though  he  had  heard  it  direct.  I  am  almost  certain  I 
have  heard  Meade  sav  he  had  heard  Burnside  make  the 
same  statement.  I  called  the  Secretary's  attention  to  this 
in  a  letter  written  Just  before  car  last  move,  hat  he  says 
he  never  received  it. 

Nearly  every  general  officer  In  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
has  heard  Burnside  make  the  boast.  I  believe  I  wrote 
you  that  Hooker  had  mcutloned  the  subject  to  the  Presi- 
dent, and  be  said  he  had  never  licard  it. 

•  «  «  • 

Tours  tmly, 

W.  T.  H.  Brooks. 

The  above  extract  was  sent  to  Oencral  Halleck  with  a 
letter  bf  transmittal  on  June  sixth,  1863. 


Doc.  4. 
SECESSIONISTS    OF   WEST   VIRGINIA. 

MAJOB-GENRRAL  HUNTEB'S  ORDER. 

Headquarters  Departpment  of  West  Viroinia,  ) 
In  the  Field,  Valley  of  Shenandoah,  > 

May  24,  ISM.     ) 

SiB:  Your  name  has  been  reported  to  me, 
with  evidence,  that  you  are  one  of  the  leading 
secession  sympathizers  in  this  valley,  and  that  you 
countenance  and  abet  the  bushwhackers  and  guer- 
rillas who  infest  the  woods  and  mountains  of  this 
region,  swooping  out  on  the  roads  to  plunder  and 
outrage  loyal  residents,  falling  upon  and  firing 
into  defenceless  wagon  trains,  and  assassinating 
soldiers  of  this  command  who  may  chance  to  be 
placed  in  exposed  positions.  These  practices  are 
not  recognized  bv  the  laws  of  war  of  any  civilized 
nation,  nor  are  the  persons  engaged  therein  en- 
titled to  any  other  treatment  than  that  due,  by  the 
universal  code  of  justice,  to  pirates,  murderers, 
and  other  outlaws. 

But  from  the  difficulties  of  the  country,  the 
secret  aid  and  information  given  to  those  bush- 
whackers by  persons  of  your  class,  and  the  more 
important  occupation  of  the  troops  under  my  com- 
mand, it  is  impossible  to  chase,  arrest,  and  punish 
these  commiDn  marauders  as  they  deserve.  With- 
out the  countenance  and  help  given  to  them  by 
the  rebel  residents  of  the  valley,  they  could  not 
support  themselves  for  a  week.  You  are  spies 
upon  our  movements,  abusing  the  clemency  which 
has  protected  your  persons  and  property,  while 
loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  within 
the  rebel  lines  are  invariably  plundered  of  all  they 
may  possess,  imprisoned,  and  in  some  cases  put 
to  death.  It  is  from  you  and  your  families  and 
neighbors  that  these  bandits  receive  food,  cloth- 
ing, ammunition,  and  information ;  and  it  is  from 
their  secret  hi  iine;-places  in  your  houses,  bams, 
and  woods,  that  th^y  issue  on  their  missions  of 
pillage  and  murder. 

You  are,  therefore,  hereby  notified,  that  for 
every  train  fired  upon,  or  soldier  of  the  Union 
wounded  or  assassinated  by  bushwhackers  in  any 
neighborhood  within  the  reach  of  my  cavalr}%  the 
houses  and  other  property  of  every  secession  sym- 
pathizer residing  within  a  circuit  of  five  miles 
from  the  place  of  the  outrage,  shall  be  destroyed 


by  fire ;  and  that  for  all  public  pVoperty  jayhawked 
or  destroyed  by  these  marauaers,  an  assessment 
of  five  times  the  value  of  such  property  vnll  be 
made  upon  the  secession  sympathizers  residing 
within  a  circuit  of  ten  miles  around  the  point  at 
which  the  ofience  was  committed.  The  payment 
of  this  assessment  will  be  enforced  by  the  troops 
of  the  department,  who  will  seize  and  hold  in 
close  military  custody  the  persons  assessed,  until 
such  payments  shall  have  been  made.  This  pro- 
vision  will  also  be  applied  to  make  good,  from  the 
secessionists  in  every  neighborhood,  five  times  the 
amount  of  any  loss  suffered  by  loyal  citizens  of 
the  United  States  from  the  action  of  the  bush- 
whackers whom  you  encourage. 

If  you  desire  to  avoid  the  consequences  herein 
set  forth,  you  will  notify  your  guerrilla  and  bush- 
whacking friends  to  withdraw  from  that  portion 
of  the  valley  within  my  lines,  and  to  join  —  if  they 
desire  to  fight  for  the  rebellion  —  the  regular 
forces  Qf  the  secession  army  in  my  front  or  else- 
where. You  will  have  none  but  yourselves  to 
blame  for  the  consequences  that  will  certainly 
ensue,  if  these  evils  are  permitted  to  continue. 
This  circular  is  not  sent  to  you  for  the  reason 
that  you  have  been  singled  out  as  peculiarly  ob- 
noxious, but  because  you  are  believed  to  furnish 
the  readiest  means  of  communication  with  the 
prominent  secession  sympathizers  of  your  neigh- 
borhood. It  will  be  for  their  benefit  that  you  com- 
municate to  them  the  tenor  of  this  circular. 

D.  Hunter, 

HiOor-Qeneral,  oommandiug. 
Ofiicial  copy:  P.  G.  Bier, 
A.  A.  o. 


Doc.  5. 


GENERAL  TWIGGS'   TREACHERY. 

Jackson  Barracks,  New  Orleans,  i 

March  17, 1803.     ) 

My  Dear  i  I  suppose  you  have  long 

thought  me  dead ;  but  I  have  not  had  an  opportu- 
nity, until  the  present  time,  of  letting  you  know 
why  I  have  been  so  long  silent,  but  I  trust  inX^od 
this  will  find  you  well.*  I  hardly  know  what  to  be- 
gin with  first,  for  I  have  so  long  a  list  of  adven- 
tures to  tell  you.  When  I  received  your 'letter, 
in  Hatch's  Ranche,  New  Mexico,  I  answered  it 
by  the  next  moil ;  since  then  I  have  not  heard 
from  you,  or  any  one  else.  At  that  time,  I 
think,  I  told  you  that  I  expected  to  leave  there 
for  Fort  Butler,  but  shortly  afterward  the  com- 
pany to  which  I  belong  was  ordered  to  Fort 
Bliss,  Texas,  on  the  Hio  Grande,  four  hundred 
miles  from  Hatch's  Ranche,  which  place  we  letl 
on  the  twenty-fifth  of  January,  1861 ;  the  weather 
was  intensely  cold,  and  snow  some  six  or  eight 
inches  deep  for  some  three  hundred  miles  of  the 
way.  We  suffered  verj'  much  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  march,  but  as  we  neared  the  Texas 
border  the  days  became  more  pleasant,  but  the 

*  This  letter  was  written  by  a  private  soldier  belong^nj; 
to  the  Elg^hth  United  States  regulars,  which  regiment  wii* 
surrendered  to  the  rebels  by  the  treachery  of  Gcncrai 
Twiggs  in  1861. 
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nights  were  still  cold  and  Btormr.  We  arrived  at 
Fort  Bliss  February  twenty-fiith,  and  were  all 
begnming  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  having  a 
good  garrison  for  the  summer,  when  the  news  of 
the  secession  reached  us.  At  first  we  thought 
nothing  of  it ;  but  the  attack  and  surrender  of 
Fort  Sumter  by  the  gallant  Major  Anderson  con- 
vinced the  most  sceptical  that  things  were  taking 
a  very  serious  turn.  Shortly  after  the  above 
events,  we  got  orders  from  General  Twiggs,  the 
commander  of  the  department  of  Texas,  to  evac- 
uate the  state,  and  turn  over  all  the  forts  and 
stores  to  commissioners  appointed  by  the  state : 
we  prepared  to  follow  these  instructions,  but  were 
delayed  in  consequence  of  wagons  to  carry  our 
baggage  through;  but  finally  we  got  started  on 
the  tfairty.first  of  March,  1861,  with  Colonel 
Keeves  and  two  other  companies  of  our  regiment, 
I  and  B,  and  marched  to  Fort  Quitman^  where 
we  were  ioined  by  Company  F.  V^  l^^t  there, 
and  marched  to  Fort  Davis,  where  we  were  joined 
by  Companies  £  and  H.  We  were  now  about  three 
hundred  and  twenty  men,  all  in  good  spirits,  for 
at  that  time  we  were  told  by  the  commissioner  of 
the  state  that  we  should  not  be  molested  on  our 
march  to  the  coast,  but  would  be  treated  with  all 

J)ossible  kindness,  as  the  regiment  had  been  so 
ong  in  the  state,  guarding  the  frontier  from  the 
inroads  of  the  Camanche  Indians ;  so,  with  these 
promises  in  view,  and  the  hopes  of  hearing  from, 
aud  perhaps  seeing,  dear  friends  at  home,  we 
thought  nothing  of  the  long  and  wearisome 
march  before  us.  But  the  sequel  will  show  how 
bitterly  we  were  betrayed  by  the  traitor  Twiggs 
and  his  worthless  confederates. 

Everything  went  on  well  until  we  got  to  Fort 
Clark,  the  nearest  military  post  to  the  settlements, 
where  we  heard  it  announced  that  the  Texans  in- 
tended to  make  us  all  prisoners  as  soon  as  we  got 
some  forty  or  fifty  miles  farther  down  the  coun- 
try. This  we  did  not  believe,  and  even  if  we  had 
it  was  then  too  late  to-  turn  back ;  so  we  pushed 
boldly  on  until  we  reached  a  little  town  called 
Castreville,  where  the  people  (principally  Qer- 
maus)  assured  us  wc  would  be  met  the  next  day 
by  a  large  force,  and  have  to  surrender  or  fight. 
Well,  I  can  assure  you,  my  dear  Ellen,  that  was 
rather  hard,  after  having  the  assurance  of  a  free 
pass  out  of  the  country;  but  it  was  too  true, 
however,  we  were  bound  to  show  a  bold  front, 
and  Colonel  Beeves  determined  not  to  let  the 
enemy  steal  a  march  on  him ;  so  we  left  Castre- 
ville that  night  at  ten  o'clock,  (after  marching  that 
day  twenW-five  miles),  and  got  to  a  place  called 
Aoam's  Hill,  close  by  the  San  Lucas  Springs,  be- 
fore daylight.  We  were  all  tired  out,  and  all 
hands  got  orders  to  lie  down  and  rest ;  but  it  was 
of  short  duration,  for  just  at  sunrise  the  enemy 
came  pouring  down  a  hill  some  three  miles  in 
front  of  us.  At  the  sound  of  the  drum  every 
man  was  in  his  place,  and  there  we  stood  for  a 
eood  hour,  watching  the  rebels  filing  over  the  hill 
m  front.  Not  a  word  was  spoken  in  the  ranks, 
but  many  a  one  thought  of  the  dear  ones  at  home, 
perhaps  never  to  be  seen  again ;  but  everything 
must  nave  an  end,  and  pretty  soon  an  officer  rode 


up  to  our  ranks,  and  demanded  an  unconditional 
surrender.  Colonel  Reeves  told  him  he  would 
fight  him  first,  and  then  see  about  the  surrender. 
So  the  officer  rode  off  to  his  side  to  report.  At 
this  time  our  officers  came  round,  and  told  us  we 
were  about  to  go  into  an  engagement,  and  they 
wanted  every  man  to  do  his  best ;  but  that  was 
unnecessary,  for  we  were  all  determined  to  die 
before  a  rebel  crowd  should  have  it  to  say  that 
the  Eighth  regulars  would  give  in  one  inch.  We 
were  aU  of  one  mind,  and  that  was,  to  fight  to  the 
last.  In  a  short  time  the  officer  came  back  again, 
and  told  Colonel  Beeves  that  it  would  be  a  useless 
waste  of  blood  to  fight ;  that  he  had  only  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety  effective  men,  and  opposed  to  him 
were  twenty-three  hundred,  with  six  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, while  we  had  none.  The  Colonel  said  he 
would  fight  them  three  to  one,  or  if  they  drew  ofi' 
the  artillery,  he  would  fight  them  all;  but,  of 
course,  they  knew  they  had  the  advantage,  and 
were  determined  to  keep  it ;  so  the  Colonel,  after 
sending  down  one  of  our  officers  to  count  their 
number,  surrendered.  We  were  then  ordered  to 
stack  arms;  then  the  rebels  gave  a  cheer  —  a 
cheer  which  made  our  cheeks  bum  and  our  hearts 
ache,  one  that  we  still  remember,  and  will  take  a 
fearful  vengeance  for  some  of  these  days.  It  was 
unmannerly  in  them.  There  we  stood,  our  httle 
band  small  in  numbers,  but  firm  and  determined ; 
the^,  great  in  force,  but  cowards  at  heart ;  and  I 
beheved '  then,  as  I  do  now,  that  had  ^ we  fought 
them,  we  would  have  been  victorious.  But  let  it 
pass ;  let  the  future  tell  the  tale.  We  marched  that 
day  to  within  nine  miles  of  San  Antonio,  and 
camped  in  full  sight  of  the  rebels  at  Leon  Springs, 
and  some  of  them  came  into  our  camp,  but  they 
met  with  a  very  cool  reception.  The  next  day  we 
marched  into  San  Antonio  and  gave  up  our  arms. 
We  were  treated  with  a  good  deal  of  respect  by 
the  citizens,  but  we  were  in  no  mood  to  look 
kindly  on  them,  as  they  had  been  instrumental  in 
bringmg  on  pur  misfortunes ;  all  ofiers  of  kindness 
we  treated  with  scorn,  and  wanted  onlv  to  be  re- 
leased on  parole  as  prisoners  of  war.  We  remained 
in  San  Antonio  a  month,  and  took  a  parole,  by  the 
advice  of  our  officers,  not  to  leave  the  county  we 
were  in.  Afterwards  we  were  sent  out  in  a  camp 
eight  miles  from  San  Antonio,  where  we  remained 
during  the  months  of  July  and  August,  thinking 
all  the  time  that  we  would  be  released ;  but  no, 
thev  wanted  to  have  us  all  join  the  rebel  cause, 
and  promised  to  pav  us  all  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment owed  us ;  but  we  spumed  all  their  oners. 
Some  few  men  did  join,  but  they  were  a  riddance 
to  us,  and  no  acquisition  to  them,  being  the  most 
dissatisfied  men  m  our  command.  We  were  now 
ordered  to  be  guarded,  and  were  marched  seventy- 
five  miles,  to  Camp  Verde.  There  our  tents  were 
taken  awav,  and  we  had  to  make  out  as  best  we 
could.  Tte  cold  weather  was  setting  in,  and  we 
had  not  too  plenty  of  clothing  or  blankets ;  but 
necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention ;  so  all  hands 
went  to  work  to  build  bouses  for  the  winter,  some 
in  twos  and  some  in  fours,  just  as  they  fancied,  in 
partnership,  as  the  labor  was  too  much  to  do 
alone,  and  in  an  incredibly  short  time  (without 
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tools  of  any  kind)  there  was  quite  a  town  built 
up,  of  some  one  hundred  and  twenty  houses,  or 
shanties,  which  we  called  Lincoln viUe.  Some  of 
the  houses  were  built  of  stone,  some  of  logs,  some 
of  mud  like  those  in  New  Mexico,  and  some  of 
the  wealthiest  firms  had  quite  respectable  frame 
houses.  I  was  in  as  a  partner  with  three  others, 
and  I  flatter  myself  our  mansion  was  quite  a  gem, 
ten  by  fourteen  feet,  and  seven  feet  high.  We 
carried  the  boards  that  built  it  about  three  miles, 
and  put  it  all  up  in  six  days ;  but  the  improve- 
ments we  made  occupied  us  much  longer.  We 
had  a  good  chimney  in  it,  also  bedsteads,  chairs, 
table,  &C.  You  know  I  used  to  be  pretty  handy 
at  such  things,  and  all  lent  a  hand  to  the  work. 
After  all  was  finished  we  put  up  a  flag  pole  and 
made  a  flas,  not  the  stars  and  stripes,  (for  that  we 
dared  not  do,)  but  the  red  cross  of  St  George.  The 
Texans  thought  we  were  great  fellows  to  work ; 
but  we  did  the  most  of  it  to  pass  the  time.  Pret- 
ty soon  we  began  to  get  out  of  and  feel  the  want  of 
some  tobacco ;  so  I  proposed  that  we  four  should 
build  a  little  ship,  and  by  selling  it  get  some  lit- 
tle things  we  wanted ;  but  my  partners'  talents  not 
beiog  in  that  line  of  business,!  had  to  work  alone 
for  the  benefit  of  the  others,  so  I  buUt  a  little  war 
frigate  with  no  other  tools  than  a  jackknife  and 
an  awl,  rigged  it,  but  could  get  no  paint  $  so  I  had 
to  use  ink  and  some  other  articles :  nowever,  it  was 
finished  and  put  on  exhibition ;  and  it  was  a  rarer 
sight  to  the  natives  than  fifty  live  elephants  or 
tigers.  Hiey  have  no  idea  what  such  a  thing  as 
a  ship  is.  Hundreds  came  to  see  it,  and  it  was 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  we  could  keep  them 
from  smashing  it,  handling  it ;  so  I  had  to  sell  it 
out  or  run  the  chance  of  getting  it  broke.    All  I 

got  was  ten  dollars.  I  made  another,  but  only  got 
ve  dollars ;  so  that  branch  of  business  had  to  be 
abandoned  as  unprofitable. 

About  this  time  an  order  came  to  have  us 
move,  just  as  we  had  got  comfortably  lodged 
for  the  winter;  and  on  the  fourth  of  December, 
1861,  Companies  B,  £,  F,  H,  I,  and  K,  left  for 
Fort  Mason,  eighty-five  miles  from  Verde.  We 
left  sixty  men  at  Verde.  We  aU  got  safely  to 
Mason,  and  there  the  command  was  split  up  into 
five  parties,  one  to  Fort  McKuvett,  one  to  Camp 
Colorado,  one  to  Camp  Cooper,  one  to  Fort  Bel- 
knap, and  Companies  B  and  K,  in  all  fiftv-eight 
men,  to  Fort  Chadboume,  clear  up  in  the  Ca- 
manche  nation  of  Indians. 

I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  we  were  three  months 
and  fifteen  days  in  Camp  Verde. 

All  these  forts  that  I  nave  mentioned  are  on  the 
Indian  frontier,  and  were  formerly  garrisoned  by 
our  soldiers,  but  none  of  us  had  ever  been  to  any 
of  them ;  but  at  the  time  I  am  writing  about  they 
were  garrisoned  by  the  rebels,  and  we  were  dis- 
tributed amonffst  them,  as  I  tell  you,  for  safe 
keeping.  I  had  the  good  luck  to  go  with  my  com- 
pany, X,  to  Cliadbourne,  two  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  from  Fort  Mason.  We  got  there  without 
any  mishap,  and  remained  there  three  months  and 
fourteen  days.  We  had  all  the  liberty  we  wanted, 
but  we  could  not  get  awav,  as  there  was  not  a 
house  for  over  two  hundred  miles,  and  in  an  In- 


dian country;  so  we  had  Id  make  the  beat  of  it 
Here  we  were  well  treated,  and  had  nothing  to  do 
but  could  not  get  a  smoke  for  any  money;  wc 
were  all  nearly  crazy  for  tobacco;  we  smokevj 
everything — leaves,  coffee,  tea,  weeds,  and  paper, 
and,  finally,  to  wind  up  our  troubles,  got  out  of 
flour,  and  went  without  bread  for  twenty-foui 
days.  '  Beef  also  run  short,  and  the  rebel  Captain 
in  charge  of  the  fort  told  us  he  would  go  out 
with  a  party  of  men  and  kill  some  buffido ;  so  some 
of  our  men  went  along,  myself  amongst  the  num- 
ber. We  had  only  to  go  some  thirty  miles. 
When  we  came  on  the  range  of  the  animals  he 
furnished  us  with  good  horses,  guns,  and  sis 
shooting  pistols.  We  had  a  fine  time,  and  the 
first  day  killed  nineteen,  and  the  next  eleven. 
We  only  took  the  tongue  and  humps,  put  them  in 
the  wagons,  and  went  home  a^ain  ;  but  that  would 
not  last  long;  so  the  Caotam  told  us  he  would 
leave  the  for^  if  the  flour  aid  not  come  on  such  a 
day,  and  as  we  had  been  living  on  nothing  but 
beans  for  some  weeks,  we  were  not  in  very  good 
trim  for  marching  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles, 
the  nearest  way  we  could  get  to  Mason ;  but  the 
boys  went  through  all  right.  I  took  sick  the 
night  before  the  most  of  the  men  started,  and 
came  pretty  near  dying,  but  God  willed  it  other- 
Wise.  I  had  to  stop  behind  with  four  other  men 
of  my  company  for  ten  daya^  as  there  were  not 
wagons  enough  to  take  the  property ;  but  we  got 
to  Mason  a  few  days  after  the  others.  On  uiis 
march  down  we  made  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  in  five  days ;  one  day  we  marched  thirty- 
eight  miles,  and  had  nothing  to  eat  but  beans  and 
coffee.  At  Fort  Mason  we  were  found  in  a  few 
days  by  our  other  companies  that  had  been  at  the 
other  forts.  During  the  winter  we  were  all  put 
in  a  camp  without  any  tents,  but  the  weather  by 
this  time  was  beginning  to  be  fine,  (April)  We 
all  commenced  comparing  notes ;  but  I  think  we 
had  a  little  the  hardest  times. 

I  must  not  enter  into  detail,  but  it  is  hard  to 
finish  now  without  a  full  account  We  had  a 
good  camp  at  Mason,  fine  water  and  plenty  of 
wood ;  so  we  conunenced  building  brush  nouses  to 
keep  off  the  heat  of  the  sun.  That  was  quite  a 
job,  for  the  weather  is  extremely  hot  there  in  the 
summer  months ;  but  the  sheds  were  built,  and  we 
were  quite  comfortable  under  the  circumstances ; 
but  when  it  rained  we  used  to  catch  it  all ;  our 
things  got  wet,  but  we  did  not  mind  that  much. 
We  now  be^an  to  be  much  in  need  of  clothing, 
shoes,  and  m  fact  everything;  but  we  went  to 
work,  got  flour  sacks,  made  sbdrts  and  trousers, 
and  got  some  canvas  and  made  slippers,  with 
raw-hide  soles ;  but  we  were  always  clean  and  neat 
even  iA  our  old  clothes,  and  kept  up  our  hearts, 
knowing  that  it  could  not  last  forever.  I  can  now 
say  I  am  a  pretty  good  carpenter,  builder,  tailor, 
and  shoemaker ;  you  would  be  surprised. 

It  was  at  Mason  we  heard  of  the  fall  of  New 
Orleans.  I  was  out  on  a  fishing  tour  fourteen 
miles  from  camp,  and  heard  the  good  news ;  and 
you  may  be  sure  I  did  not  stop  long  to  fish  after 
that,  but  hurried  honie  to  acquaint  the  others 
with  the  good  news.    Shortly  after  that  event. 
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through  some  reports  sent  to  General  Bee  at  San 
Antonio,  he  ordered  us  to  he  closely  guarded,  and 
not  to  allow  us  to  see  any  citizens.  So  a  guard 
was  pat  all  around  our  camp,  and  we  were  regu- 
larly penned  up ;  but  soon  after  that  we  got  an 
order  to  move  to  San  Antonio — we  were  told,  for 
the  purpose  of  being  paroled.  We  did  not  ex- 
actly heUeve  it,  but  we  were  getting  tired  of  Ma- 
aon,  and  wanted  to  get  to  San  Antonio,  where  we 
could  better  hear  and  see  what  was  doing.  So, 
after  a  stay  in  Mason  of  three  months  and  sixteen 
days,  we  started  on  the  road  once  more.  I  forgot 
to  mention  that  while  we  were  in  Mason,  Major 
Hill,  a  rebel  officer,  offered  any  of  the  men  passes 
if  they  would  go  to  work  for  some  of  the  fiirmers 
round  there ;  but  he  made  nothing  by  it,  for  al- 
though we  were  offered  five  dollars  a  day,  and 
had  no  clothes,  and  wanted  the  money,  not  one 
man  would  do  a  thing  for  them ;  at  the  same  time 
the  crops  were  ripe,  but  the  farmers  had  no  one 
to  help  them ;  and  while  at  Mason  our  coffee  was 
stopped,  and  we  got  rye  and  wheat  instead.  It 
is  a  great  dish,  I  assure  you ;  but  we  soon  got  used 
to  that,  and  it  went  just  as  good  as  the  pure  old 
Java. 

Nothing  of  any  particular  note  occurred  on  the 
inarch  to  San  Antonio.  The  weather  was  very 
hot,  roasting,  but  by  that  time  we  were  all  pretty 
well  acclimated,  and  could  go  as  far  in  a  day  and 
fiirther  than  the  Secesh  horses.  They  were  dying 
on  the  road  every  day,  while  we  were  improving. 
In  due  time  we  arrived  in  San  Antonio  for  the 
second  time,  and  of  course  were  on  tiptoe  to  know 
what  was  going  to  be  done  with  us.  Finally  we 
were  ordered  to  a  camp  on  the  head  of  the  San 
Antonio  River,  ^ye  miles  from  the  latter  place  — 
a  good  camp,  with  plenty  of  wood,  and  a  good  river 
to  bathe  in.  That  was  what  we  wanted,  for  a  sol- 
dier is  out  of  his  element  if  he  has  not  plenty  of 
water.  After  we  had  been  in  camp  a  fcv  days, 
Captain  Price,  a  Confederate  officer,  came  and  told 
Qs  that  we  were  going  to  be  paroled  but  that  if 
any  of  us  wanted  to  join  their  army  we  could  get 
a  commission  an^  all  our  pay ;  but  the  bait  would 
not  take,  and  we  all  remained  true  blue  to  the  old 
flag.  We  were  then  visited  by  General  Bee  and 
the  Inspecting  General.  He  complimented  us 
hichlv  for  our  clean  and  healthy  appearance,  and 
asked  us  to  ioin  the  South ;  but  still  the  same  an- 
swer. We  tnen  asked  him  about  the  parole  and 
why  we  were  guarded  so  closely.  He  told  us  it 
was  our  own  faults  that  we  were  not  free  long  be- 
fore ;  that  we  could  be  soon  then  by  joining ;  but 
he  knew  it  would  not  work ;  so  he  threat^ed  to 
punish  us  still  more.  We  told  him  to  do  his 
worst ;  that  our  day  would  come  some  tim^.  He 
then  told  us  we  had  been  on  intimate  terms  with 
some  of  the  disloval  citizens  of  the  country,  and 
would  have  to  be  &ept  under  a  close  guard  as  long 
as  we  were  prisoners  in  Texas. 

Shortly  after  this  we  were  joined  in  our  camp 
by  the  sixty  men  that  were  left  in  Camp  Verde. 
1  hey  were  all  in  good  health,  but  like  the  balance 
of  us,  were  all  disappointed  in  not  getting  paroled ; 
but  we  soon  went  about  building  more  summer 


houses,  and  after  that  was  done,  started  and  built 
a  theatre  out  of  green  bushes,  boards,  and  moss, 
which  we  found  in  abundance  on  all  the  large 
trees ;  we  had  quite  a  fine  place,  and  as  we  ml 
gave  a  hand  to  the  work,  it  was  soon  completed. 
We  had  a  good  stage  of  boards,  foot-lights,  and 
a  drop-curtain  made  out  of  a  wc^on  cover.  The 
building  would  seat  about  five  hundred  persons 
comfortably,  the  seats  made  out  of  boards  and 
large  trunks  of  trees ;  but  the  greatest  trouble  was 
to  raise  funds  to  start  with.  That,  however,  was 
accomplished  by  the  rebel  officers  making  a  dona- 
tion in  the  shape  of  some  fifty  dollars  in  Confed- 
erate money ;  With  that  we  bought  dresses,  wigs, 
and  candles  to  light  up  with.  We  had  a  big  time 
the  opening  night,  and  the  receipts  of  the  house 
amounted  to  nearly  one  hundred  oollars ;  of  course 
none  of  our  party  paid  any,  but  all  the  rangers 
had  to  come  down  or  else  stop  out  We  had  very 
good  music,  having  some  tip-top  musicians 
amongst  us ;  we  had  to  borrow  the  instruments 
in  San  Antonio.  The  orchestra  consisted  of 
three  fiddles,  one  fiute,  one  clarinet,  and  a  guitar. 
We  gave  entertainments  twice  a  week  as  long  as 
there  was  any  money  around.  At  last  so  many 
of  our  men  used  to  be  away  from  camp  that  there 
was  an  order  given  to  put  on  a  close  guard,  and 
allow  no  one  outside  the  lines  on  any  business, 
and  any  of  us  found  outside  the  guard  were  or- 
dered to  be  shot ;  but  that  did  not  keep  us  in,  for 
then  we  were  determined  to  go  out  anyhow,  to 
show  them  that  they  could  not  keep  us  m.  We 
tried  all  kinds  of  plans  to  get  out,  and  then  came 
back  and  told  them  we  had  been  in  town.  The 
officers  came  down  heavy  on  the  guard  for  letting 
us  out,  but  they  could  not  find  out  how  we  run 
the  blockade ;  but  we  did.  About  this  time  some 
of  the  men  determined  to  make  their  escape,  and 
Ro  over  into  Mexico,  nearly  three  hundrea  miles. 
We  tried  to  dissuade  them  from  it,  but  they  were 
getting  tired  of  the  whole  arrangement,  and  would 
go;  so  some  fifteen  started  one  night  in  three 
different  pfOties  for  the  Rio  Grande.  They  were 
not  missed  for  three  days.  The  rebels  vowed 
vengenance  against  us  and  them,  and  thirty 
mounted  men  started  after  them ;  nine  escaped, 
and  the  other  five  got  out  of  provisions  and  had 
to  apply  for  some  at  a  house,  where  they  were 
cantured  and  brought  back,  after  being  nearly 
safe.  They  then  put  balls  and  chains  on  their 
legs,  and  confined  them  in  the  guard-house ;  but 
one  night  two  of  the  five  cut  the  chains  and 
started  off  again.  They  were  misled  in  about  an 
hour,  but  they  were  not  caught  for  two  days. 
They  travelled  forty-five  miles  the  night  they  left. 
Major  Taylor,  the  officer  in  command,  told  them 
that  he  had  orders  to  shoot  them,  but  that  if  they 
promised  him  that  they  would  not  run  away  again, 
he  would  let  them  off;  so  they  had  to  promise. 
The  guard  was  now  doubled,  and  it  was  mighty 
hard  to  get  out ;  but  we  did  do  it,  after  all,  and 
four  more  started,  and  got  clear  through  to  Mex- 
ico, and  from  there  to  New  Orleans.  We  were  a 
little  too  sharp  for  their  sentinels.  About  this 
time  the  weather  was  beginning  to  look  wintry, 
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day,  was  conspicuously  gallant  Heroically  urging 
them  on  to  the  attack,  they  fell  very  nearly  at  the 
same  moment,  (their  wounds  comparatively  dis- 
ahling  them,)  so  far  in  the  advance  tnat  some  time 
elapsed  before  they  were  got  off  the  field.  Major 
Downie  received  two  bullets  through  the  arm 
before  he  turned  over  the  command  to  Cap- 
tain Messick.  Color-Sergeant  E.  P.  Perkins  and 
two  of  the  color-guard,  successively  bearing  the 
fla^,  were  wounded  in  Thursday's  fight.  On 
Friday  Corporal  Dehr,  of  Company  A,  thb  last  of 
the  color-guard,  when  close  upon  the  enemy,  was 
shot  through  the  hand,  and  the  flagstaff  cut  in 
two  J  Corporal  Henry  D.  O'Brien,  of  Compahy 
D,  instantly  seized  the  flag  by  the  remnant  of  the 
staff,  and,  waving  it  over  his  head,  rushed 
right  up  to  the  muzzles  of  the  enemy's  muskets ; 
nearly  at  the  moment  of  victory,  he  too  was 
wounded  in  the  hand,  but  the  flag  was  instantly 
gras])ed  by  Corporal  W.  N.  Irvine,  of  Company 
D,  who  still  carries  its  tattered  remnants.  Com- 
pany L,  Captain  Berger,  supported  Kirby's  bat- 
tery throughout  the  battle,  and  did  very  effective 
service.  Every  man  in  the  regiment  did  his 
whole  duty.     With  great  respect,  I  am, 

lout  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  COATES, 
Captain,  commanding  First  Regiment 
Minnesota  Volunteers. 

His  Excellency,  Alexander  Eamsat, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Minnesota. 

JOHN  W.   PLUMM£B*S   ACCOUNT. 

On  the  first  of  July,  1863,  we  started  from  Union- 
town,  Md.,  early  in  the  morning,  for  Pennsylvania, 
via  Tenaly  to  wn.  We  arrived  after  very  slow  march- 
ing at  Tenalytown  about  noon,  which  is  about 
seven  miles  from  W n,  and  thirteen  from  Get- 
tysburg, and  halted  in  a  woods,  cooked  our  din- 
ners, and  were  given  to  understand  that  we  were 
to  remain  during  the  rest  of  the  day  at  least.  So 
on  the  thought  of  that,  one  of  my  comrades  and  I 
went  off  and  found  a  creek,  and  washed  our  shirts 
and  socks,  having  had  no  opportunity  of  performing 
this  needful  operation  of  late ;  but  we  had  scarce- 
ly got  back  wnen  the  order  came  to  march,  and 
we  had  the  alternative  of  carrying  our  wet  shirts 
or  throwing  them  away,  and  trust  to  Providence 
to  get  some  more ;  but  we  decided  to  carry  them, 
heavy  though  the^  were.  Hot  was  the  day,  and 
tired  were  we,  with  the  prospect  of  a  long  and 
rapid  march  before  we  halted  again.  We  spread 
them  out  on  our  knapsacks,  so  that  in  travelling 
along  they  were  drying  and  continually  lessening 
our  load.  When  about  three  miles  from  Tenaly- 
town, we  began  to  hear  the  first  rumors  and  re- 
ports we  had  heard  of  a  battle  then  progressing 
at  Gettysburg,  and  also  plainly  see  the  two  lines 
of  smoke  of  the  two  contending  parties'  fire. 
That  accounted  for  our  sudden  orders  to  march. 
Rumors  came  thicker  as  we  neared  the  field,  from 
citizens,  cavalrymen,  and  orderlies ;  but,  as  usual 
on  such  occasions,  so  contradictory  we  could  make 
nothing  definite  or  reliable  out  of  them,  though 
the  weiffht  of  them  seemed  to  satisfy  us  that  at  the 
close  of  the  battle  our  forces  were  worsted,  and 


had  to  fall  back  some  distance,  though  we  did  nc 
get  near  enough  to  the  field  that  night  to  see  man 
wounded  men  or  skedaddlers,  if  there  were  man 
of  the  latter  dass. 

We  halted  about  three  miles  from  Gettvsbur 
about  nine  o*clock  that  night,  and  had  orders  t 
build  breastworks  of  the  fence  rails ;  but  as  w 
were  pretty  tired,  and  couldn't  really  see  the  n< 
cessity  of  work  that  far  from  the  neld,  we  boj 
did  not  build  any,  but  lay  down  to  sleep,  whicl 
as  it  afterwards  proved,  was  just  as  well,  as  n 
fighting  was  done  there.  The  country,  after  w 
crossed  the  Pennsylvania  line,  seemed  very  muc 
like  some  of  the  poorer  parts  of  Virginia,  and  th 
people  like  the  Virginians,  for  they  seemed  pel 
fectly  indifferent  to  our  army  passing  througl 
and  the  great  conflict  which  was  raging  and  sti 
to  rage  so  near  their  homes,  and  on  the  result  o 
which  depended  the  fate  of  the  whole  countri 
One  group  in  particular,  we  saw,  were,  we  b5 
lieved,  truly  loyal,  as  one  of  them,  a  very  intell! 
gent  looking  woman,  said  to  us  while  passio^ 
with  muchfeding,  "  It  gives  us  so  muchpUasm 
to  see  our  good  union  soldiers  coming  !  ^  Man 
a  fervent "  God  bless  you ! "  and  "  Good  for  you ! 
were  uttered  by  the  tired  and  weary  soldiers,  an 
many,  too,  forgot  their  weariness  and  their  load^ 
feeling  that  for  such  they  could  fight  and  endur 
any  hardship  without  grumbling.  One  of  ou 
bojs,  poor  fellow !  he  is  now  dead,  (Buss  Allen, 
said,  •*  Boys,  who  wouldn't  fight  for  such  as  these  ? 
Just  that  little  expression,  and  the  way  it  was  es 
pressed,  seemed  to  put  new  life  into  all  of  us,  an 
we  resolved,  if  possible,  to  give  them  yet  mor 
pleasure  by  drivmg  the  invaders  from  their  soil. 

The  next  morning  we  were  called  up  about  da\ 
light,  and  before  we  had  time  to  get  coffee,  had  t 
march  for  the  battle-field,  where  we  arrived  sooc 
Troops  were  moving  around  in  every  directiot 
getting  in  position  for  the  coming  battle.  Ou 
corps  was  marched  to  the  centre ;  but  before  beinj 
placed  in  position  on  the  line  we  were  to  occup) 
we  were  closed  in  column  to  hear  an  order  and  ai 
appeal  to  the  troops  by  General  Gibbons,  our  di 
vision  commander.  It  was  good,  and  we  all  fel 
better  after  hearing  it  It  told  of  the  great  issm 
at  stake  in  the  coming  contest  —  appealing  to  al 
to  do  their  duty  and  win  the  gratitude  and  esteen 
of  our  friends  and  of  the  nation,  and  ordered  tha 
every  one  found  skulking  away  in  time  of  actioi 
should  suffer  death.  I  have  always  thought  i 
would  do  good  to  make  these  addresses  to  troopi 
before  going  into  action,  to  rouse  their  enthusiasn 
and  make  them  fight  much  better.  Napoleoi 
used  to,  and  the  Southerners  do ;  but  it  is  prac 
tised  but  little  in  our  army.  One  thing  oui 
armies  lack  is  enthusiasm ;  and  no  efforts  ari 
made  to  create  it,  when,  in  many  cases,  it  wouk 
accomplish  more  than  real  bravery  or  bull-do| 
courage ;  so  I  think,  at  least.  Well,  our  corps  anc 
batteries  got  into  position  about  nine  o'clock,  anc 
occasionally  a  shot  was  fired  from  our  guns,  anc 
some  sharp  skirmishing  was  carried  on  in  from 
of  our  lines.  Our  brigade  was  not  in  front ;  so  ▼( 
went  to  making  coffee  and  cooking,  and  filling  yx\ 
the  inner  man,  preparatory  to  the  coming  strug< 
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B:le.     About  two  o'clock  the  rebels  opened  on  us 
from  some  of  their  batteries,  and  the  way  the 
ambulances,  hospital  men,  stragglers,  and  darkies 
did  skedaddle  for  the  rear,  was  amusing  to  those 
old  fellows  who  had  got  used,  somewhat,  to  such 
things  as  shells.    ScTeral  men  of  the  brigade  were 
wounded,  and  one  shell  killed  a  sergeant  of  Com- 
pany I,  named  Woodworth,  and  wounded  three 
others.     After  lying  there  about  two  hours,  or 
till  four  o'clock,  we  wete  ordered  to  get  our  things 
on  and  be  ready  to  move,  as  the  Third  corps  on 
our  left  was  going  in,  and  we  might  be  needed  to 
help  them.    The  artillery  and  musketry  then  com- 
menced firing  on  the  left,  and  continued  with  but 
little  change  for  two  hours,  when  our  men  began 
to  give  way  slowly.    We  were  at  once  ordered 
up  to  the  left  to  support  our  batteries,  and  check 
the  rebels'  advance.    We  were  marched  up  there 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  ordered  to  lie  down 
in  front  of  the  batteries,  as  the  shot  and  shell  were 
coming  over  pretty  plentifully.    From  there  we 
could  look  'all  over  the  field,  see  our  lines,  the 
rebel  lines,  and  their  batteries  ver^  plainly.    As 
I  saw  our  men  fall  back,  rally,  and  &I1  bdck  again, 
skedaddlers  rushing  to  the  rear  in  squads,  I  never 
felt  so  bad  in  my  life.    I  thought  sure  the  day 
was  gone  for  us,  and  felt  that  I  would  prefer  to 
die  there,  rather  than  live  and  suffer  the  disgrace 
and  humiliation  a  defeat  of  our  army  there  would 
entail  on  us;   and  if  ever  I  offered  a  sincere 
prayer  in  my  life,  it  was  then,  that  we  might  be 
saved  from  defeat    We  all  felt  bad,  but  resolved, 
when  our  ch^ce  came,  to  do  our  best  to  retrieve 
the  fortunes  of  the  day,  hardly  expecting  to  come 
out  of  the  conflict  unharmed.     Our  turn  sooq 
came.    We  were  ordered  forward  against  the 
enemy,  who  were  then  within  musket  range  of 
us  ;  and  if  any  ever  were  willing  and  anxious  to 
eo  forward  into  what  we  all  could  see  was  a  dead- 
ly' place,  our  boys  were.    We  had  two  open  fields 
to  advance  over,  while  the  rebels  were  coming  down 
over  another  open  field,  and  the  Third  corps  fall- 
ing back  before.    We  t^ent  forward  on  a  run,  and 
vrith  a  yell,  till  about  half  way  across  the  second 
field,  when  we  were  ordered,  for  some  unaccount- 
able reason  to  us,  to  halt,  and  the  bullets  were 
coming  like  hail-stones,  and  whittling  our  boys 
like  grain  before  the  sickle.    ''Why  don't  they 
let  us  charge  ?  "  cried  all  of  us.    "  Why  do  they 
stop   us  here  to  be    murdered?"     Every  one 
seemed  anxious  to  go  forward,  and  some  run  way 
out  ahead  and  beckoned  for  us  to  come  on.    We 
have  always  believed  that  a  determined  shar^e 
would  break  any  line,  and  that  more  would  be 
accomplished  and  less  life  lost,  than  by  lying 
down  and  firing  two  or  three  hours.    We  felt 
that  we^ould  check  and  force  them  to  retreat,  and 
we  wanted  to  go  against  them  with  a  vengeance 
and  get  over  the  deadly  ^ound  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble.   We  were  halted  agam  when  across  the  second 
field;  and  though  by  this  time  few  were  left, 
we  were  just  as  anxious  to  go  forward.    We  were 
almost  together,  and  the  rebels  had  nearly  flanked 
the  right  of  the  regiment    But  what  surprised 
me  most  was  to  see  some  of  the  rebels,  not  fifty 
yards  from  us,  standing  out  openly  and  loading 


and  firing  as  deliberately  as  though  they  were  in 
no  danger  whatever.  Ah!  there  is  no  mistake 
but  what  some  of  those  rebels  are  just  as  brave  as 
it  is  possible  for  human  beings  to  be.  I  expected 
they  would  turn  and  run  when  they  saw  us  coming 
so  determinedly,  and  I  believe  they  would,  had 
we  gone  right  on.  We  had  fired  but  a  few 
shots  before  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back.  Twas 
some  time  before  we  could  hear  the  order,  and 
when  we  did  the  right  of  the  regiment  was  half 
way  back.  We  dreaded  to  go  back  for  the  dan- 
ger of  it,  more  than  staying  there ;  and  we  felt, 
though  obeying  orders,  that  we  were  being  dis- 
graced to  fall  back  when  we  knew  we  could  hold 
our  own.  We  fell  back,  and  it  was  then  I  had 
the  first  feeling  of  fear  during  the  fight.  I  felt 
almost  sure  I  would  be  lut,  and  I  saw  many 
wounded  going  back. 

When  we  got  back  to  the  colors,  where  we  ral- 
lied, scarce*  twenty-five  men  were  to  be  found. 
Most  who  went  in  were  killed,  wounded,  or  help- 
ing off  the  wounded.  The  enemy  advanced  no 
farther,  and  soon  some  of  our  boys  who  did  not 
fall  back  when  ordered,  came  in  bringing  in  pris- 
oners, and  they  said  when  we  fell  back  the  rebels 
were  making  for  the  rear  as  fast  as  possible.  It 
was  now  about  dark.  Another  line  came  up  of 
the  First  corps,  and  went  in  where  we  came  out, 
found  no  enemy,  advanced  their  pickets  over  the 
battle-field  to  enable  us  to  get  off  our  wounded, 
which  they  at  once  commenced  to  do.  We  were 
ordered  to  join  the  brigade  again,  on  the  right ; 
and  Lieutenant  Heffelfinger  took  a  couple  of  the 
boys  and  went  and  had  all  our  wounded  carried  to 
the  hospital  that  night  As  we  were  going  to  the 
right  to  join  the  brigade,  musketry  was  heard  very 
plain,  seemingly  scarce  half  a  mile  off,  and  com- 
pletelv  in  our  rear ;  in  fact,  some  of  the  bullets 
whistled  over  our  heads.  Now  we  were  sure  that 
the  battle  was  gone  up  for  us,  for  the  fighting 
continued  fierce,  and  seemed  growing  nearer  aU 
the  time.  We  made  up  our  minds  that  we  were 
whipped,  and  expected  before  morning  to  see  the 
whole  army  routed,  and  flyinp;  for  Baltimore. 
The  prospect  was  gloomv  and  discouraging  in  the 
extreme  to  us,  but,  thank  God,  that  time  we  were 
deceived,  and  our  affairs  and  position  were  much 
better  than  the  most  sanguine  of  us  could  believe 
possible.  The  firing  soon  ceased  on  the  right  and 
what  seemed  our  rear;  the  troops  were  got  in 
their  places,  and  put  in  position  for  the  contest, 
whenever  it  should  open  again.  Our  brigade  was 
placed  almost  in  the  same  position  we  bad  pre- 
vious to  the  charge  in  the  afternoon,  viz. :  the  left 
centre  of  the  army,  and  the  left  of  the  Second 
division.  We  then  lay  down  to  get  some  sleep, 
with  our  equipment  on  and  guns  by  our  sides ; 
and  I  here  say  I  never  slept  better  and  had  more 
pleasant  dreams  in  my  life  than  I  had  on  the  bat- 
tle-field of  GettvBburg,  with  dead  men  and  horses 
lying  all  around  me ;  but  the  excitement  and  ex- 
haustion had  been  so  great  that  a  man  could  sleep 
in  any  condition,  and  under  any  circumstances. 
We  got  up  about  daylight,  expected  and  awaited 
an  attack  from  the  enemy  at  any  moment,  but  tiU 
afternoon  aU  was  quiet,  except  occasionally  a  shot 
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from  their  or  our  batteries.  Most  of  us  got  some 
coffee  during  the  forenoon,  by  going  one  or  two 
at  a  time  back  to  the  rear,  where  Uiey  were  al- 
lowed fires  and  cooking,  which  of  course  greatly 
refreshed  us.  A  man's  appetite  generally,  during 
a  battle,  is  not  very  voracious.  About  half  past 
twelve  o'clock,  as  we  had  gathered  around  one  of 
our  Lieutenants  to  hear  the  yesterday's  Baltimore 
Clipper  read,  bang !  comes  one  of  their  shells  over 
us,  striking  about  twenty  yards  from  us.  That 
stopped  the  reading;  each  man  took  his  place, 
lay  down,  and  for  the  next  two  hours  hugged  the 
ground  just  about  as  close  as  human  beings  are 
generally  in  the  habit  of  doing.  The  first  gun 
was  the  signal  for  a  hundred  more  to  open,  at  less 
than  half  a  mile  distance,  while  till  then  their  ex- 
istence was  perfectly  unknown  to  us.  Such  an 
artillery  fire  has  never  been  witnessed  in  this  war. 
The  an:  seemed  to  be  filled  with  the  hissing, 
screaming,  bursting  missiles,  and  dll  of  them 
really  seemed  to  be  directed  at  us.  They  knew 
our  exact  position,  for  before  we  lay  down  they 
could  with  the  naked  eye  plainly  see  us,  and  where 
our  lines  were,  and  tried  to  explode  their  shells 
directly  over  us ;  but  fortunately  most  of  them  iust 
went  far  enough  to  clear  us,  while  many  struck  in 
front  of  us  and  bounded  over  us.  We  lav  behind 
a  slight  rise  of  ground,  just  enough,  oy  lying 
close,  to  hide  us  m>m  the  view  of  the  rebels.  A 
good  many  shell  and  pieces  struck  mighty  close 
to  us,  and  among  us,  but  strange  to  say,  none  of 
us  were  injured,  while  the  troops  that  lay  behind 
us  had  many  killed  and  wounded.  Our  batteries 
replied,  but  for  the  first  time  in  our  experience, 
they  were  powerless  to  silence  the  rebels,  and  in 
fact,  many  of  our  guns  were  silenced.  So  many 
of  their  norses  and  men  were  killed  that  they 
could  not  work  their  guns,  and  drew  them  off  the 
field.  Caisson  after  caisson  blew  up,  and  still 
the  rebels'  fire  was  fierce  and  rapid  as  ever.  I 
kept  thinking,  surely  they  cannot  fire  much  longer; 
their  guns  will  get  so  hot  they  will  have  to  stop, 
and  they  cannot  aftbrd,  so  &r  from  their  base,  to 
waste  so  much  ammunition.  It  was  awful  hot 
where  we  lay,  with  the  sun  shining  down  on  us,  and 
we  80  close  to  the  ground  that  not  a  breath  of  air 
could  reach  us.  We  kept  wishing  and  hoping 
they  would  dry  up,  as  much  to  get  out  of  the  heat 
as  the  danger,  for  the  latter  we  thought  little  of, 
after  they  had  fired  a  while ;  but  Lee  had  an  ob- 
ject to  attain  by  throwing  away  so  much  ammu- 
nition. He  calculated  by  concentrating  his  fire 
on  our  centre  that  he  could  use  up  our  batteries, 
drive  away  and  demoralize  our  infantry  lines,  for 
owing  to  the  shape  of  our  lines,  a  shell  coming 
from  the  rebeh,  if  it  failed  to  do  any  damage  to 
the  front  lines,  could  scarcely  fail  to  go  into  the 
reserves  that  lay  back  of  us ;  and  in  fact  many 
more  were  killed  in  the  rear  than  in  the  front, 
though  their  fire  was  directed  at  the  front  line  and 
batteries  nearly  altogether.  Had  he  succeeded  in 
doing  what  he  expected,  and  got  the  position  we  oc- 
cupied, we  were  defeated,  and  so  badly  that  I  much 
doubt  our  ability  to  stop  their  progress  towards 
Baltimore,  or  anywhere  they  chose  to  go.  But 
Mr  '^  ^ed  for  once,  and  threw  away  a 


mighty  sight  of  ^od  ammunition,  and  derived 
little  benefit  from  it  Well,  after  firing  about  two 
hours  and  a  half,  they  slackened  up,  and  soon  the 
order  came,  "Be  ready,  for  they  are  running," 
(their  infantry.)  We  had  expected  it,  and  it  was 
not  many  seconds  before  every  man  had  on  his 
armor,  and  was  anxiously  awaiting  the  coming  of 
the  foe.  .They  had  to  advance  more  than  half  a 
mile  across  open  fields.  They  came  out  of  the 
woods  in  three  lines,  and  advanced  in  good  order 
till  they  got  more  than  half  way  to  us,  and  in  good 
range  of  our  muskets,  which  of  course  we  used,  as 
did  the  battery  pour  grape  and  canister,  when 
they  closed  in  to  their  left,  and  massed  together 
for  a  charge,  on  the  part  of  the  line  held  by  the 
Second  Pmladelphia  brigade  of  our  division.  As 
they  closed  togetner,  we  (our  brigade)  marched  by 
fiank  to  confound  them,  firing  at  them  continually, 
pouring  most  of  our  shot  into  their  flank,  where 
every  shot  must  tell  The  Second  brigade  gave 
way  before  the  rebels  got  to  them,  and  com- 
menced to  fall  ba^.  Our  brigade  was  hurried 
up,  and  the  Third  were  brought  up  to  the  rescue, 
and  with'the  Second,  which  soon  rallied  again,  we 
charged  the  rebels  just  as  they  had  planted  one 
of  their  colors  on  one  of  our  guns.  A  Vermont 
brigade  was  sent  out  to  flank  them,  which  they 
did  handsomely.  The  rebels,  now  seeing  the  po- 
sition they  had,  got  in,  thi'ew  away  their  guns  and 
gave  themselves  up  by  hundreds,  and  thus  ended 
the  great  assault  of  Lee  on  the  third.  Not  enough 
went  back  of  Hicketts's  division  to  make  a  good 
line  of  skirmishers.  Another  linejcame  out  on 
the  left  shortly  afterwards,  but  they  were  repulsed 
as  completely  as  the  first,  and  with  the  exception 
of  a  little  artillery  firing,  was  the  last  of  the  nght- 
ingat  Gettysburg. 

During  the  assault  the  rebels  poured  into  us 
lots  of  shell  and  grape  from  their  batteries,  but 
we  scarce  paid  any  attention  to  it,  having  all  we 
could  attend  to  in  the  infantry.  Our  boys  felt 
bully  during  all  the  fight  of  the  third,  and  no  one 
thought  of  running  or  of  the  danger,  except  the 
Second  brigade;  and  some  of  these  regiments, 
Baxter  Zouaves,  for  instance,  never  were  known 
to  stand  fire.  We  took  revenge  for  what  they 
had  done  to  our  poor  fellows  the  day  before,  and 
we  never  had  had  such  a  chance  before.  Most 
of  us  fired  over  twenty  rounds,  and  at  close  range 
enough  to  do  splendid  execution ;  and  if  we  didn't 
kill  some  Secesh  in  that  battle  we  never  <Ud,  and 
I  fear  never  will  during  the  war. 

Durine  the  fight  of  the  third,  it  might  be  said, 
almost,  that  every  man  fought  on  his  own  hook,  for 
our  division  had  been  so  used  up  the  day  before, 
that  few  officers  were  left  Oenerals  Hancock  and 
Gibbon  were  wounded  early.  Each  man  acted  as 
though  he  felt  what  was  at  stake  in  the  contest,  and 
did  all  in  their  power  to  drive  the  enemy,  witiiout 
regard  to  officers,  or  whether  there  were  any  or  not. 
Kegiments  all  mixed  up  together,  and  in  the  last 
charge  nearly  all  the  flags  of  the  division  were 
together  in  a  comer  where  the  rebels  got  a  hold. 
The  flags  of  the  rebel  division  were  about  the 
same,  and  when  the  assault  was  fully  repulsed, 
they  laid  them  on  the  ground  in  front  of  us,  for 
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anybody  to  get  who  chose,  and,  as  mi^ht  be  ex- 
pected, the  brave  men  of  the  Second  bngade  were 
on  hand  to  pick  them  up  when  there  was  no  dan- 
ger, and  claim  all  the  honor.  They  are  welcome, 
though,  to  all  they  can  get,  for  among  those  who 
knew  them  and  saw  them  in  the  fight,  they  will 
hare  to  show  something  besides  flags  to  establish 
their  bravery  on  that  field.  The  sights  on  the 
field  were  horrible,  by  far  the  worst  of  an^  field 
we  ha^-e  seen ;  but  I  have  not  the  time  or  disposi- 
tion to  describe  them.  Never  before  were  our 
batteries  so  used  up.  Some  of  them  had  not  men 
and  horses  enough  for  two  guns,  and  the  four  bat- 
teries of  our  corps  had  to  be  consolidated  into  two 
before  leaving  the  field. 

The  morning  of  the  fourth  we  drew  rations,  and 
plenty  of  them  ;  and  right  there,  where  we  had 
fought  the  dav  before,  we  cooked  and  ate  a  hearty 
break&st,  for  by  this  time  we  were  pretty  hungry, 
and  many  of  us  out  of  grub.  That  day  and  the 
forenoon  of  the  next,  our  men  were  busv  burying 
the  dead.  About  noon  of  the  fifth  we  left  the  field 
to  follow  the  rebels,  who  were  now  known  to  be 
making  for  the  Potomac  as  fast  as  possible. 

I  have  here  tried  to  give  you  a  slight  sketch  of 
the  part  we  took  in  the  great  battle.  It  is  very 
imperfect,  and  many  things  are  left  out  I  should 
like  to  have  put  in ;  but  I  think  I  have  taken  up 
*  space  enougn  any  way ;  so  for  the  rest,  if  God 
spares  my  life,  and  my  memory  serves  me,  you 
must  wait  till  about  nine  months  from  now,  and  I 
will  try,  if  agreeable,  to  favor  you.  So,  for  the 
present,  good  by.  John  W.  Plummer. 

ItAJOB  A.  G.  BRADY'S  REPORT. 

HEADQVABTEBS  SEVENTEBlffTH  RlSG*T  CONX.YOLS.,  ) 

Gbttysburo,  Pa.,  July  4, 1863.  ) 
General:  In  compliance  with  instructions 
from  headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Seven- 
teenth Kegunent  Connecticut  volunteers,  in  the 
engagement  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  instant 
'fhe  regiment  reached  Gettysburg  between  one 
and  two  o'clock  p.  M.  of  the  first  instant,  and 
was  marched  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  bri- 
gade, through,  and  to  the  lower  end  of  the  town, 
and  then  halted  for  a  moment  Four  companies 
were  inunediately  ordered  out,  (bv  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Ames,)  under  command  of  Major  Brady,  to 
the  right  of  the  bridge  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
town,  with  instruction  to  throw  out  two  companies 
as  skirmishers,  the  other  two  to  be  held  as  a  re- 
serve, and  to  take  and  hold  the  brick  house  to 
the  left,  and  beyond  the  bridge.  Two  companies 
were  thrown  out  and  deployed  as  skirmishers  as 
rapidly  as  possible  to  the  right  of  the  bridge,  along 
the  creek;  the  other  two,  held  in  reserve,  were 
advanced  in  line,  loading  and  firing  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  making  at  the  same  time  a  leftwneef,  so 
as  to  swin^  our  right  around  the  house  —  die  re- 
serve keeping  near  and  conforming  to  the  move- 
ments of  the  skirmishers.  When  near  the  house 
the  enemy  opened  upon  us  with  shot,  shell,  grape, 
and  canister,  which  retarded  our  advance  for  a 
moment,  until  Major  Bradv  dismounted,  went  in 
front  of  the  line  of  skinnisners,  and  led  them  on 


until  quite  near  the  house.  The  enemy,  antici- 
pating our  movements,  shelled  the  house  and  set 
It  on  fire.  We,  however,  held  our  ground,  and 
held  the  enemy's  skirmishers  in  check :  their  loss 
up  to  this  time  was  at  least  five  to  one,  most  of 
the  men  in  the  four  companies  being  excellent 
marksmen,  and  having  volunteered  for  this  occa- 
sion. They  consisted  of  Companies  A,  B,  F,  and 
K,  and  commanded  respectively  by  Captains  Mc- 
Quhae,  Hobbie,  Allen,  and  McCarty.  We  con- 
tinued skirmishing  briskly  until  Major  Brady 
received  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Ames  to 
draw  in  his  skirmishers,  and  return  to  town  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  and  take  command  of  his  regi- 
ment The  order  was  obeyed,  and  we  fell  back 
in  good  order,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  who 
advanced  as  we  retreated,  and  tried  to  cut  us  off 
and  capture  us  before  we  got  to  the  town ;  but 
we  foiled  them  in  this  attempt  by  making  a  cir- 
cuit, and  entering  the  town  near  the  upper  end, 
and  soon  joined  the  remainder  of  the  regiment, 
which  we  found  near  the  lower  end  of  the  town. 

The  loss  in  the  four  companies  under  Major 
Brady  was  three  men  killed,  one  Captain  and  one 
Lieutenant  wounded,  one  Sergeant  and  three  men 
taken  prisoners.  I  would  here  state  that  I  had 
great  difficulty  in  drawing  in  Captain  McCarty's 
Company  E.,  as  they  were  so  earnestly  engaged, 
and  making  such  sad  havoc  amon^  the  rebels. 
The  remainder  of  the  regiment,  six  companies 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fowler,  advanced  with 
the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  to  the  left  and 
front  of  the  town,  and  directly  in  rear  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Ssiventh  Ohio  volunteers,  in 
close  column  by  division,  were  ordered  to  the 
front,  advanced  and  deployed  at  double-quick, 
and  held  their  ground,  (notwithstanding  the  rush 
to  the  rear  of  troops  directly  in  advance,)  until  or- 
dered by  the  brigacfe  commander  to  fall  back,  which 
order  was  obeyed  in  good  order,  the  men  loa'ding 
and  firing  as  they  fell  back.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fowler  was  killed  when  the  regiment  advanced 
and  deployed.  Captain  Mom  was  killed  about 
this  time,  and  Captain  French  and  Lieutenant 
Quinn  were  wounaed,  and  many  of  the  men  were 
killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prisoners. 

When  the  regiment  reached  the  town,  the  four 
companies  under  Major  Brady  were  still  skirmish- 
ing with  the  enemy,  and  remained  so  until  Briga- 
dier-General Ames  sent  an  Aid,  with  orders  for 
Major  Brady  to  return  with  his  cdmmand  and 
assume  command  of  his  regiment,  he  being  the 
only  field  officer  of  the  regiment  present  Upon 
amving  in  the  town  Major  Brady  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  regiment,  and  reported  immediately 
to  Brigadier-General  Ames  for  instructions.  The 
enemy  were  at  this  time  advancing  rapidly  through 
the  town.  The  regiment  was  immediately  deployed 
in  the  streets,  and  fired  several  volleys  into  the 
ranks  of  the  enemy,  which  thinned  their  ranks 
and  retarded  their  advance.  We  kept  the  enemy 
from  advancing  through  the  town,  until  ordered 
to  clear  the  street  of  our  men  for  the  purpose  of 
planting^  a  battery.  The  battery  not  being  placed 
m  position  as  intended,  and  the  regiment  being 
in  hne  on  the  sidewalk,  the  enemy  took  advantage 
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of  this,  and  with  a  superior  force  rushed  through 
the  main  street,  which  compelled  us  to  fall  back, 
which  we  did  reluctantly,  but  not  without  contest- 
ing the  ground  inch  by  inch.  As  we  retreated 
we  loaded,  halted,  and  poured  destructiye  volleys 
into  their  ranks,  which  cleared  the  main  street  of 
them  several  times ;  but  we  found  the  enemy  too 
many  for  us.  They  poured  in  from  every  street 
in  overwhelming  numbers,  which  broke  our  ranks. 
Upon  arriving  near  the  battery  on  Cemetery  Hill, 
the  regiment  was  halted,  and  formed  in  Une  of 
battle,  fronting  the  town.  About  this  time  Major- 
General  Howard,  who  was  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight,  regardless  of  danger,  asked  if  he  had  troops 
brave  enough  to  advance  to  a  stone  wall  across  a 
lot  towards  the  town,  and  said  he  would  lead  them. 
We  replied,  *<Yes;  the  Seventeenth  Connecticut 
will,"  and  advanced  at  once  to  the  place  indicated, 
remained  a  few  moments,  and  again  advanced 
across  another  lot  still  nearer  the  town,  and  behind 
a  rail  fence  at  the  upper  end  of  the  town,  which 
position  we  held  till  late  in  the  evening,  exposed 
to  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
when  the  whole  regiment  was  ordered  out  on 
picket,  and  performed  that  duty  until  two  o'clock 
of  the  second  instant,  when  we  were  relieved  and 
took  a  position  behind  the  rail  fence,  and  one 
hundred  and  fift^  paces  farther  to  the  right  of  the 
place  we  occupied  before  going  out  on  picket. 
We  remained  in  this  position,  exposed  to  the 
enemy's  batteries  and  snarpshooters,  until  seven 
o'clock  P.  M.,  when  we  were  ordered  to  the  ex- 
treme right,  behind  a  stone  wall,  on  each  side  of 
a  lane  below  the  battery,  opposite  the  cemetery 
entrance.  Two  companies  were  advanced  to  the 
grain  field  near  the  woods,  through  which  the 
enemy  were  rapidly  advancing.  We  covered  the 
wall  on  each  side  of  the  lane  by  compelling  about 
three  hundred  stragglers,  who  nad  no  commander, 
to  fall  into  our  line.  We  had  not  more  than 
time  to  form  behind  the  wall  before  the  enemy 
were  discovered  advancing  rapidly  upon  us  on 
our  right,  and  a  fbll  brigade  obliquely  towards  oiur 
Icfl.  When  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  paces 
of  us  we  poured  a  destructive  fire  upon  them, 
which  thinned  their  ranks  and  checkea  their  ad- 
vance. We  fired  several  volleys  by  battalion, 
after  which  they  charged  upon  us.  We  had  a 
hand-to-hand  conflict  with  them,  firmlv  held  our 
ground,  and  drove  them  back.  Soon  after,  some 
of  the  troops  on  our  left  giving  way,  the  rebels 
succeeded  m  getting  in  our  rear.  We  again 
drove  them  back,  and  held  our  position.  It  was 
during  this  conflict  that  Major  Brady  was  wounded 
by  a  fragment  of  a  shell,  wnich  hit  him  upon  his 
right  shoulder.  After  the  enemy  had  been  driven 
back,  the  firing  ceased,  excepting  occasional  shots 
from  their  sharpshooters.  We  were  relieved  by 
the  Fourth  Ohio  volunteers,  and  were  ordered  to 
change  front  to  the  left,  behind  a  wall  running  at 
right  angles  with  the  one  we  had  just  occupied, 
and  fronting  the  town,  and  where  the  enemy 
entered  on  our  left.  We  remained  at  this  wall 
all  night,  and  during  the  whole  of  the  third 
instant,  exposed  to  a  cross-fire  of  the  rebel  bat- 
their  sharpshooters.    With  the  latter 


our  best  marksmen  exchanged  shots  and  suc- 
ceeded in  dislodging  many  of  them.  When  the 
regiment  entered  the  engagement  on  the  first  in- 
stant, it  numbered  seventeen  oflicers  and  three 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  enlisted  men.  We  report 
at  the  present  time  nine  officers  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  enlisted  men. 

Captain  Wilson  French  and  Lieutenant  Barton 
are  toe  only  officers  known  to  have  been  taken 
prisoners.  The  former  was  wounded  in  the  first 
day's  engagement  We  are  not  aware  that  either 
of  them  was  paroled.  The  regiment  behaved 
gallantly.  No  troops  in  the  world  could  behave 
better.  Both  officers  and  men  are  deserving  of 
great  credit  for  their  coolness  and  bravery  through- 
out the  entire  three  days'  battle.  There  are  many 
deserving  of  especial  mention  for  bravei^  on  the 
field,  but  they  are  so  numerous  I  will  not  under- 
take to  give  the  names.  The  coolness  and  bra- 
very displaved  by  the  officers  and  men  of  Company 
B  exceeded  anything  I  ever  saw.  I  am,  General, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.   G.  BRADt, 
^  M^Jor,  flommandliig  SeTentecnth  Regiment  C.  Y. 
,  To  Brigadier-General  A.  Ames, 
oomnumding  Brigade. 


Doc.  7. 


GENERAL  HOOKEB  ON  THE  RAPIDAN. 

TnE  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Major- 
General  J.  J.  Peck  to  Andrew  D.  White,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Onondaga  Historical  Association. 
It  was  accompanied  by  a  map  of  Suffolk,  showing 
Lonpstreet's,  Hill's,  and  Hood's  operations  in 
April  and  May,  1863,  during  the  short  campaign 
of  General  Hooker  on  the  Kapidan. 

New  Toas,  Jnne  28, 1861. 
Sen.  A»  D.  White,  Vice-President  Onondaga  His^ 

torical  Association,  Syracuse: 

Sib  :  Permit  me  to  present  through  you,  to  the 
Onondaga  Historical  Association,  a  map  of  Suf- 
folk, Va.,  and  the  adjacent  region.  It  is  a  sec- 
tion of  a  map  which  I  had  prepared  while  in  com- 
mand of  the  U.  S.  forces  on  the  south  aide  of  the 
James  River. 

It  is  of  especial  interest  as  presenting  the  thea- 
tre of  operations  of  one  wing  of  Lee's  army,  under 
Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  Hill,  and  Hood, 
from  April  tenth  to  May  third,  1863.  Although 
Hill  was  not  present  all  the  time,  he  was  oper- 
ating with  Longstreet,  and  by  his  orders  made 
certain  demonstrations  in  North  Carolina,  about 
the  first  of  April,  with  the  object  of  causing  troops 
to  be  detached  from  Suffolk  and  other  points. 
Having  accomplished  his  mission,  he  discontinued 
the  siege  of  Little  Washington  on  the  fifteenth, 
and  despatched  his  troops  to  Suffolk. 

Longstreet  himself  may  have  joined  Lee  and 
Jackson  at  the  crisis  of  Chanoellorsville,  or  soon 
after,  although  his  servants  and  horses  fell  into 
our  hands  near  Suffolk,  on  the  fourth  of  May. 
Doubtless  one  division,  or  a  portion  thereof,  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  the  Rapidan,  in  spite  of  tht 
bold  operations  of  Stoneman. 
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The  relative  strength  of  Hooker  and  Lee  is 
given  by  the  New  York  Tribune  of  Marcl^^wen- 
ty-sixy  1864,  in  an  editorial  on  the  **  Bicmnond 
Campaigns,"  as  follows:  Hooker,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  thousand  fighting  men  pres- 
ent for  duty;  Lee,  forty-nine  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred men. 

At  this  time  I  do  not  purpose  expressing  an 
opinion  respecting  the  accuracy  of  the  estimates 
of  the  Tribune,  but  it  is  due  the  little  army  I 
had  the  honor  to  command,  that  I  should  state 
that  the  force  opposed  to  us  in  front  of  Suffolk 
was  very  heav}',  nearly  twice  my  own,  for  many 
da^'s,  and  in  the  hands  of  some  or  the  ablest  rebel 
TVest  Pointers ;  viz.,  Longstreet,  Hill,  Hood,  Pick- 
ett, Oamett,  Anderson,  French,  &c. 

The  operations  about  Suffolk,  ending  May 
fourthy.  were  suddenly  eclipsed  in  the  mght  ox 
general  gloom  and  painful  anxiety  which  attend- 
ed General  Hookei^s  disaster  at  Uhancellorsville. 
Attention  was  not  a^ain  awakened  upon  that  field, 
and  the  campaign  will  be  imperfectly  understood 
by  the  public  while  the  official  reports  remain  un- 
published. Sincerely  yours, 

John  J.  Peck, 

HfOor-Genersl. 

Doc.  8. 
THE  mON-CLADS  AT  CHARLESTON. 
BEPOBT  OF  BEAR-ADMIRAL  DAHLGREN. 

Flao-Steamsb  Philadelphia,  off  Morris  ) 

Island,  January  28, 1804.     ( 

Sm :  Conformably  to  the  wishes  of  the  depart- 
ment, I  submit  the  following  review  of  the  services 
of  the  monitors  while  uitder  my  command ;  and 
as  some  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  have  been  tested  may  afford  a  better 
appreciation  of  their  qualities,  I  shall  briefly  nar- 
rate some  of  the  leading  events  in  which  they  have 
participated  during  the  operations  at  this  place. 

On  the  sixth  July  Rear-Admiral  Dupont  de- 
livered to  me  the  command  of  the  naval  forces 
occupying  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
and  part  of  Florida.  They  embraced  seventy 
(70)  vessels  of  all  classes,  and  were  distributed  at 
various  points  along  an  extent  of  more  than  three 
hundred  miles.  There  was  no  concentration,  the 
purpose  being  rather  to  distribute  the  vessels  in 
order  to  enforce  an  efficient  blockade. 

Of  the  iron-clads,  the  Ironsides  was  off  Charles- 
ton bar,  two  monitors  were  at  Edisto,  one  at 
Stono,  three  at  Port  Royal,  and  one  at  Ossabaw. 

The  orders  of  the  department  (June  twenty- 
four/l86d)  only  directed  me  to  assume  the  com- 
mand ;  thev  went  no  further,  nor  was  there  need 
that  they  should.  There  was  an  enemy  in  front, 
and  it  was  my  duty  to  compel  him  to  obedi- 
ence, so  far  as  my  means  permitted.  On  the  day 
that  I  arrived,  an  interview  occurred  with  General 
Gillmore,  in  which  the  details  for  a  descent  on 
Morris  Island  were  arranged  to  commence  on  the 
Wednesday  following,  but  which  were  postponed 
first  to  Thursdav,  and  then  to  Friday,  in  order  to  al- 
low General  GiUmore  to  perfect  his  arrangements. 


In  the  absence  of  specific  instructions,  I  was 
obliged  to  assume  the  resnonsibility  of  action, 
which  the  department  was  aavised  of. 

The  naval  part  of  the  operations  consisted  of,  — 

1.  In  assembling  the  iron-clads  at  the  Charles- 
ton bar,  so  as  to  cross  at  early  dayUght  on  the 
day  named,  to  cover  the  attack  of  the  troops,  to 
prevent  the  arrival  of  reenforcements  during  that 
attack,  and  to  engage  the  rebel  batteries,  particu- 
larly Fort  Wagner. 

2.  To  furnish  a  convoy  for  the  column  that  was 
to  ascend  to  Stono,  cover  its  landing,  and  shell 
James's  Island. 

3.  To  guard  the  depots  of  the  army  at  Hilton 
Head  and  at  Seabrook  during  the  withdrawal  of 
the  troops  concentrated  on  Folly  Island.  I  should 
here  state  that  Mr.  Ericsson  had  decided  to  in- 
crease the  thicknesses  of  the  pilot-houses  of  all 
the  monitors,  and  add  heavy  circles  of  metal  to  the 
bases  of  the  turrets  and  pilot-houses.  ' 

The  three  at  Port  Royal  were  already  in  hand 
for  this  purpose,  and  some  progress  had  been 
made.  A  part  of  my  preparation  consisted  in 
putting  a  stop  to  the  work,  and  having  the  vessels 
fitted  temporarily  for  service. 

This  was  effected  in  season,  and  before  daylight 
of  the  ninth  of  July  the  monitors  were  off  the  bar, 
ready  to  pass  in  at  the  first  sign  of  movement  by 
the  United  States  batteries  on  Folly  Island. 

The  plan  was  to  open  from  the  masked  batteries 
on  the  north  end  of  Folly  Island,  cross  the  bar 
with  the  monitors,  and  enfilade  the  rebel  position 
on  the  eminences  of  Morris  Island,  while  the  troops 
were  to  cross  the  narrow  inlet  which  divides  Mor- 
ris Island  from  Folly  Island  when  the  proper  mo- 
ment arrived. 

The  obscurity  of  the  night  still  rested  on  land 
and  sea  when  I  went  on  board  the  Catskill,  (July 
tenth,),  and  not  a  s>inptom  of  preparation  on 
shore  was  visible  to  us. 

It  was  important  that  the  monitors  should  not 
by  their  appearance  give  any  intituation  of  what 
was  meditated  by  being  seen  on  the  bar  until  the 
details  ashore  were  completed;  so  I  waited  the 
first  fire  of  the  batteries.  This  was  not  long  conn- 
ing, and  I  led  with  my  fiag  in  the  Catskill,  foUowed 
by  Captains  Fairfax,  Downes,  and  Colhoun,  in  the 
Montauk,  Nahant,  and  Weehawk^n.  Steering  for 
the  wreck  of  the  Keokuk,  and  passing  it,  the  mon- 
itors were  laid  in  line  about  parallel  to  the  land, 
opposite  the  southern  eminences  of  Morris  Island, 
and  poured  in  a  steady  fire  among  the  rebel  gar- 
rison, who  were  there  posted,  making  a  feeble  and 
ineffectual  return  to  the  storm  of  shot  and  shell 
that  came  upon  their  front  and  flank.  I  could 
see  plainly  tne  great  confusion  into  which  they 
were  thrown  by  this  sudden  and  overwhelming 
onslaught.  It  was  a  complete  surprise,  both  as 
to  time  and  to  power  developed. 

The  monitors  were  run  in  as  close  as  the  shoal 
waters  permitted,  so  that  the  shells  from  our  own 
batteries  on  Folly  Island  passed  close  ahead  of 
and  at  times  over  some  of  them. 

About  eight  o'clock  a  body  of  men  were  seen 
coming  over  the  low  Sand  beach  of  Morris  Island, 
and  while  hesitating  whether  to  treat  them  to  some 
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volleys  of  grape,  the  sight  of  the  Union  flag* 
told  who  thejr  were.  They  composed  the  brigs^e 
which  had  been  brought  from  toe  Folly  River  by 
the  boats  of  the  squac&on,  under  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Bunce  and  Lieutenant  Mackenzie. 

I  paused  for  a  moment  to  observe  the  gradual 
accumulation  of  our  men  in  masses,  and  their  ad- 
vancing movement ;  then  pushed  forward  to  accel- 
erate with  our  enfilading  fire  the  retreat  of  the^ 
rebels. 

The  sight  was  now  of  great  interest.  Our  own 
troops  could  be  seen  taking  possession  of  the  sand 
hills  where  the  enemy  had  rested  the  sole  defence 
of  this  end  of  the  island,  while  some  battalions 
were  moving  along  the  beach.  The  defeated 
rebels  were  hurriedly  making  way  along  the  low, 
flat  land  north  of  their  position,  and  some  two  or 
three  detached  dwellings  were  in  flames,  while 
the  monitors  skirting  the  shore  maintained  a 
steady  fire  on  the  retreat.  Presently  thev  reached 
Fort  Wagner ;  and  here  we  were  advised  that  our 
advance  was  checked,  at  least  for  the  day,  though 
it  was  but  nine  o'clock.  The  discomfited  rebels 
were  safe  in  the  work,  and  our  own  men  halted 
at  a  reasonable  distance  from  it. 

The  monitor  with  my  fiag  was  now  anchored 
as  near  the  beach  as  the  depth  of  water  permitted, 
(twelve  hundred  yards,)  and  the  other  monitors 
in  line  to  the  southward.  A  steady  fire  was  be- 
gun about  half  past  nine,  —  the  fort  replying 
briskly,  —  and  maintained  through  the  day,  except 
the  dinner  hour,  until  six  in  the  evening ;  then  I 
retired  and  anchored  lower  down. 

Next  morning  before  six  o'clock  the  Flag-Lieu- 
tenant reported  to  me  that  an  assault  hsd  been 
made  at  aaybreak  by  our  troops  and  failed,  and 
about  nine  o'clock  I  had  a  note  in  pencil  from  the 
General,  saying,  **  We  attempted  to  carry  Fort 
Wagner  by  assault  this  morning,  and  reached  the 
parapet ;  but  the  men  recoiled  and  fell  back  with 
slight  loss.^ 

It  is  known  ttoto  that  reenforcements  had  been 
hurried  to  the  island  by  the  rebels,  and  had  en- 
tered the  work  about  midnight. 
,  I  had  no  notice  whatever  of  the  General's  intent, 
and  could,  therefore,  render  no  aid  in  time. 

Here  ended  the  first  part  of  the  enterprise 
against  Morris  Island.  It  nad  been  in  all  respects 
a  surprise,  and  so  complete  that  the  rebels  do  not 
seem  to  have  had  any  idea  of  it  until  the  day  be- 
fore ;  and  it  is  not  certain  they  were  then  aware 
of  the  scale  on  which  it  was  to  be  conducted. 

Had  a  work  like  Wagner  crowned  the  sand 
hills  of  the  south  end,  we  could  not  have  estab- 
lished our  position  on  the  island — even  a  surprise 
would  probably  have  been  out  of  the  question. 
But  there  were  to  be  no  more  surprises  —  the 
undertaking  was  to  be  completed  only  by  hard 
work  patiently  endured  in  the  trenches,  and  by 
batteries  ashore  and  afloat. 

The  General  now  decided  to  make  a  second  as- 
sault in  force,  and  to  cover  it  by  some  light  bat- 
teries established  at  distances  varying  from  one 
thousand  to  seventeen  hundred  yanis. 

•  T1)(^  flr«*  v^f'^uted  on  JlorrU  Island  by  Lleotensnt 
Eoh- 


While  the  preparations  for  this  design  were 
going  on,  the  monitors  were  daily  at  work  to  oc- 
cupy the  attention  of  Warner  and  keep  down  its  | 
fire  —  the  gunboa^  assisting  at  long  range. 

On  the  eighteenth  July,  dl  being  ready,  about 
noon  I  led  up  in  the  Montauk,  followed  by  four  i 
monitors  and  the  Ironsides,  anchored  at  twelve  i 
hundred  yards,  as  near  as  the  state  of  the  tide 
would  permit,  and  opened  fire  —  the  gunboats 
firing  at  a  greater  distance,  and  the  shore  batteries 
also  in  action. 

As  the  tide  rose  the  Montauk  gradually  closed  * 
in,  until  at  seven  o'clock  she  was  about  three 
hundred  vards  from  Wagner,  when  I  ordered 
grape  to  be  used.  Unable  to  endure  the  fire  of 
the  vessels,  the  guns  of  the  fort  were  now  silent, 
and  not  a  man  was  to  be  seen. 

About  sunset  a  note  in  pencil  from  General 
Gillmore  announced  his  intention  to  assault ;  but 
it  was  quite  dark  before  the  column  reached  the 
work.  The  fire  of  the  vessels  was  continued  so 
long  as  it  was  safe  for  our  own  men  ashore,  but 
ceased  when  the  darkness  made  it  impossible  to 
distinguish  friend  from  foe.  The  rattle  of  mus- 
ketry soon  made  known  the  commencement  of  the 
assault,  and  continued  with  little  intermission 
until  half  past  nine,  when  it  ceased ;  and  then 
came  the  painful  tidings  of  our  defeat 

This  was  the  end  of  the  second  part  of  the 
operation,  and  proved  that  the  work  was  too 
strong  and  too  pertinaciously  defended  to  be 
taken  by  any  on-hand  blow.  The  slow  and 
laborious  operation  by  trench  and  cannon  only 
was  capable  of  reducing  it. 

And  here  I  may  remark,  that  in  this  necessity 
is  to  be  found  a  principal  cause  for  the  delay  in 
reaching  Charleston  that  subsequently  ensued. 
It  was,  no  doubt,  unavoidable,  for  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  no  more  troops  could  then  be  spared 
from  the  main  armies.  If  there  had  been  suffi- 
cient to  make  such  an  assault  as  would  have 
overpowered  all  opposition,  Wagner  might  have 
been  carried  at  the  first  assault,  Gregg  would 
have  yielded  immediately,  Sumter  would  soon 
have  followed  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  the  iron- 
clads, untouched  by  severe  and  continued  batter- 
ing, would  have  been  in  condition  to  come  quickly 
in  contact  with  the  then  imperfect  interior  de- 
fences. 

The  rebel  movements  clearly  indicate  that  they 
admitted  the  impracticability  of  defending  Morris 
Island,  and  consequently  Sumter,  after  our  posi- 
tion on  it  was  fully  established  and  covered  by  the 
iron-clads.  They  only  sought  to  hold  the  island 
long  enough  to  replace  Sumter  by  an  interior 
position ;  hence,  every  day  of  defence  by  Wagner 
was  vital  to  that  of  Charleston. 

This  policy  was  successful  for  two  months, 
(tenth  July  to  seventh  September,)  and  gave  time 
to  convert  Fort  Johnson  from  a  forlorn  old  fort 
into  a  powerful  earthwork  —  improved  by  the  ex- 
periences of  Wagner.  Moultrie  received  similar 
advantages,  and  most  of  the  cannon  of  Sumter 
were  divided  between  Johnson  and  Moultrie. 
Batteries  were  established  along  the  south  shore 
of  Uie  channel  from  Johnson  towards  the  city ; 
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and  thus  an  interior  defence  was  completed  which, 
though  It  separated  more  widely  the  salient  and 
principal  works  of  the  defence,  by  substituting 
Johnson  for  Sumter,  yet  rendered  access  to  the 
upper  harbor  far  more  difficult,  because  a  more 
powerful  fire  was  concentrated  from  additional 
catteries  upon  vessels  attempting  to  enter. 

And  thus  it  was  that,  even  after  Morris  Island 
was  evacuated  and  Sumter  dismantled,  the  fleet 
must  still  pass  the  fire  of  Moultrie  and  Bee  to  find 
itself  in  presence  of  a  formidable  earthwork,  sup- 
ported b^'  continuous  batteries,  and  commanding 
obstructions  more  difficult  than  any  between  Sum- 
ter and  Moultrie. 

The  real  nature  of  these  obstructions  was  not 
suspected  until  the  winter  freshets  had  broken 
away  and  floated  into  our  hands  a  fair  specimen 
of  them,  which  were  certainly  £eur  more  formidable 
than  had  been  anticipated. 

So  well  do  the  rebels  keep  their  counsel  that 
the  best  informed  refugees,  who  had  been  con- 
stantly engaged  about  the  harbor,  appeared  to 
know  as  little  about  them  as  we  did. 

During  the  progress  of  the  engineers  towards 
Wagner  the  ifon-clads  played  an  important 
part,  using  their  guns  whenever  an  opportunitv 
ofiered,  as  shown  in  tlie  instances  (quoted.  It 
may  be  readily  conceived  that,  all  things  being 
equal,  it  was  just  as  easy  for  the  rebels  to  have 
worked  towards  our  position  as  it  was  for  our 
troops  to  work  towards  theirs.  But  there  was  a 
serious  difference  in  the  fact  that  the  cannon  of 
the  iron-dads,  and  also  of  the  gunboats,  com- 
pletely enfiladed  the  entire  width  of  the  narrow 
island,  and  absolutely  interdicted  any  operation 
of  the  kind  on  the  part  of  the  rebels.  In  addi- 
tion, whenever  their  fire  was  bearing  severely  on 
our  own  workmen,  a  request  from  the  General 
always  drew  the  fire  of  the  vessels ;  and  I  do  not 
know  that  it  failed  to  be  effective  in  any  instance. 

As  a  conaequence  the  rebels  were  restricted  to 
Wagner,  and  were  powerless  to  hinder  the  prog- 
ress of  the  trenches  that  were  at  last  carried 
into  the  very  ditch  of  the  work,  and  decided  its 
evacuation  without  assault       * 


The  day  before  the  contemplated  assault,  I  led 
in  the  iron-clads  in  force,  as  agreed  on,  and  bat- 
tered the  fort  all  day,  tearing  it  into  a  sand  heap. 

The  next  morning  it  was  to  have  been  stormea, 
but  the  enemy  had  fied :  they  foresaw  the  inevita- 
ble result. 

The  vessels  thus  shared  fully  with  the  army  in 
the  operation  that  led  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
works  on  Morris  Island,  and  besides  what  is 
already  mentioned,  pre^nted  the  access  of  re- 
enforcements,  or  their  accumulation  between 
Wa^er  and  Qresg, 

The  boats  of  tne  squadron  were  also  engaged 
on  picket  duty  by  night  along  the  sea  shore  of 
Morris  Island,  and  the  little  stream  on  its  inner 
border. 

A  detachment  of  seamen  and  marines,  under 
Captain  Parker,  participated  in  the  practice  of  the 
batteries  at  Fort  Sumter,  by  workmg  four  navy 
rifle  cannons,  landed  for  the  purpose. 

The  duties  of  the  iron-clads  were  not  performed 
under  idle  batteries.  The  guns  of  Warner  never 
failed  to  open  on  them,  and  fired  until  their  crews 
were  driven,  by  those  of  our  iron-clads,  to  take 
shelter  in  the  bomb-proofs.  One  of  these  can- 
non, a  ten-inch,  left  deep  dents  on  every  turret, 
that  will  not  easily  be  efiaced. 

The  operations  of  the  irop-clads  against  Morris 
Island  were  appropriately  closed  by  a  severe  con- 
test with  Fort  Moultrie,  Batteries  Bee,  Beaure- 
gard, &c.,  to  relieve  the  Weehawken,  which  had 
grounded  under  their  fire,  and  was  finally  got  off 
with  some  severe  injuries,  owing  to  tlie  falling 
tide  having  exposed  the  hull  under  the  overhang. 

There  were  other  occasions  when  severe  con- 
fiicts  occurred  with  the  rebel  works  on  Sullivan's 
Island. 

And  besides  the  principal  attacks  in  force,  there 
were  few  days  from  the  first  attack  on  Morris 
Island  (July  ten)  to  its  evacuation  (September 
seven)  that  some  iron-clads  or  gunboats  were  not 
engaged  in  firing  at  the  enemy's  works,  so  as  to 
facilitate  the  labor  of  our  troops  ashore>  as  will 
be  perceived  by  the  following  sample  horn  the 
record: 


Datb. 


lam. 

Jttly 

18 

July 

22 

JulX 

23 

Julj 

25 

July 

24 

July 

20 

July 

30 

Julj 

31 

Aoff. 

1 

Avg. 

2 

<*»». 

4 

Aop. 

6 

Aajf. 

8 

A«K. 

n 

^«lf. 

13 

Asg. 

H 

Objkct. 


Asssnlt  on  Wagner •  . 

Wagner 

Wagner,  to  oover  advance 

Wagner    •• 

Wagner 

Wagner 

Wagner 

Bebcl  batteries  on  Morris  Island .  . 
Wagner   ••••......••.. 

Wagner    •  .  ^ 

Wagner 

Wagner 

Wagner 

Wsgner  and  vidnity 

Bebel  batteries  on  if  orrla  Island  .  . 
Rebel  batteries  on  Morris  Island .  . 


VSSaBLS  EnOAOBD. 


Montank,  (flag,)  Ironsides,  Catskill,  Nantooket,  Weehawken, 
Patapsco;  gunboats  I'hul  Jones,  Ottawa,  Seneca,  Chippewa, 
Wlssahiokon. 

Nantucket,  Ottawa,  (gnnboit.) 

Weehawken,  (flag.)  ironsides,  Catskill,  Montank,  Patapsco,  Nan- 
tucket ;  ^nboats  Paul  Jones,  Seneca,  Ottawa,  Dal-Cniug. 

Gunboats  Ottawa,  Dal-(yhing,  Paul  Jones. 

Weehawken,  Catskill,  OtUwa,  (gunboat.) 

Ironsides,  Patapsco. 

Ironsides,  Catskill,  Patapsco,  Ottawa,  (gonboat.) 

Ottawa,  (gunboat.) 

Montauk.  Patapsco,  Catskill,  Weekawken,  Pasialo,'Nahant,  Mai^ 
blebead,  (gunboat.) 

Ottawa,  Marbletiead,  (gunboats.) 

Montauk,  3Iarblehead,  (gunboats.) 

Marblehead,  (gunboat.) 

Ottawa,  Marblehead,  Mahaska,  (gnnboats.) 

Patapsco,  Catskill. 

Gunboats  Dai-Chlng,  Ottawa,  Mahaska,  Wiasahlekon,  Ba 

Gunboats  Wisaahickon,   Mahaska,  Ottawa,  Dal-Chlng, 
Dan.  Smith.  * 
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Date. 


1883. 

Aug. 

19 

Aug. 

17 

Aug. 

18 

Aug. 

10 

Aag. 

20 

Aug. 

21 

Aug. 

22 

Aug. 

23 

Sept. 

1 

Sept. 

5 

Sept. 

6 

Sept. 

7 

Sept. 

8 

Objbct. 


Wftgner 

Rebel  batteries  on  Morris  Island,  to 
direct  fire  from  our  batteries  which 
opened  on  Qpmter 

Wagner,  to  prevent  assault    .  •  .  • 

Wsgner 

Rebel  batteries  on  Morris  Island  •  • 

Sumter  and  Wagner 

Wagner • 

Sumter 

Sumter  and  obstructions 

Between  Sumter  and  Gregg    .... 
Wagner  and  Gregg 

Batteries  on  SulUvan's  Island    .  •  . 

Batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island    .  •  . 


Ybssbls  Enoaoed. 


Mortar-boats  Baecr,  Dan.  Smith. 

Weehawken,   Ironsides,   Montauk,    Nahant,   Catskili,    Passaic, 

Pntapsco  ;  gunboats  Canandaigua,  Mahaska,  Ottawa,  Cimarron, 

Wissahickou,  Dai-Ching,  Lodona. 
Ironsides,  Passaic,  Weehawken;  gunboats   Wissahickon,  1[»- 

haska,  Dai-Ching,  Ottawa,  Lodona. 
Ironsides. 

Ironsides ;  gunboats  Mahaska,  Ottawa,  Dal-Chlng,  Lodona. 
Ironsides,  Fatapsco:  gunboats  Mahaska,  Dai-Chlng. 
Weehawken,  Ironsides;  ffunboat  Montauk. 
Weehawken,  Montauk,  l^saio,  Patapsco,  Nahant. 
Weehawken,  Montauk,  Passaic,  Patapsco,  Nahant,  Lehigh. 
Lehigh,  Nahant. 
Ironsides,  Weehawken,   Montauk,  Passaic,  Patapsco,  Nahant, 

Lehigh. 
Ironsides,   Patapsco,   Lehigh,  Nahant,  Montank  Weehawken, 

(ashore.) 
Ironsides,   Patapsco,  Lehigh,  Nahant,  Montauk',  Weehawken, 

(ashore.) 


I  shall  now  briefly  comment  on  the  various 
qualities  of  the  monitors. 
1st.  Capacity  for  resistance. 
2d.  Power  of  ordnance. 
3d.   Draught  of  water. 
4th.  Speed. 
6th.  Number  of  crew. 


1st.  Endurance.  —  During  the  operations 
against  Morris  Island  the  nine  iron-^fads  flred 
eight  thousand  projectiles,  and  received  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-two  (882)  hits.  Including  the 
service  at  Sumter  in  April  and  the  Ogeechee,  the 
total  number  was  eleven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  (1194),  distributed  as  follows : 


Service  of  Iron^ladt.    South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.    Shots  fired  and  J^its  received  by 

them  during  Operations  against  Morris  Island. 


Vessels. 


Catskili 

Montauk 

Lehigh 


Passaic.  .  .  . 
Nahant .  .  .  s 
Patapsco  .  .  . 
Weehawken  . 
Nantucket  .  . 
Ironsides    .  • 


Total, 


No.  OF  Shots 

FiBED. 


i 


138 

301 

41 

no 

170 
178 

44 


1,255 


No.  of  shots  fired. 


By  Ironsides 4,439 

11-inch,  hy  Monitors 2,332 

16-inch,  hy  Monitors l,2fi(S 


Total. 


8,020 


a 


425 
478 
28 
107 
276 
230 
633 
165 
4,439 


6,771 


H 

M 

n 


86 

164 

36 

90 

69 

96 

134 

53 

164 


882 


20 
14 


36 
36 
47 
63 

61 


256 


5S 

<X 

o 


46 


.  .  .  . 
.  .  .  . 


66 


flO 

H 


< 

O 


106 

214 

36 

»4 

105 
144 
187 
101 
164 


1,194 


Weight  of  prqj.  tired.  In  tons. 


653| 


Of  the  eight  monitors,  one  was  always  absent 
at  Warsaw  (Nahant  or  Nantucket)  to  blockade 
the  rebel  ram.  The  Lehigh  did  not  arrive  until 
August  thirtieth,  therefore  was  only  able  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  operations  of  the  remaining  seven 
days,  but  did  good  work. 

For  some  time  only  five  monitors  were  available 
for  general  attack,  and  then  sit,  which  was  the 
greatest  number  disposable  at  any  one  time. 

The  consequences  of  the  protracted  firing  and 
hard  usage  to  which  the  monitors  were  exposed 
two  months  of  incessant  service, 


^se 


were  unavoidably  ver)*  considerable  in  the  aggre- 
gate ;  and  the  greater,  also,  that  all  repair  which 
could  possibly  be  dispensed  with  was  postponed 
to  the  conclusion.  It  was  therefore  necessarily 
extensive  when  entered  upon.  The  battering  re- 
ceived was  without  precedent.  The  Montauk  had 
been  struck  two  hundred  and  fourteen  (214)  times ; 
the  Weehawken  one  hundred  and  «ighty-seven 
(187)  times,  and  almost  entirely  by  ten-inch  shot. 
What  vessels  have  ever  been  subjected  to  such  a 
test? 
It  is  not  surprising  that  they  should  need  eon- 
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dderable  repair  after  sastaining  such  severe  pound- 
ing for  8o^  long  a  time,  but  oniy  that  they  could  be 
restored  at  all  to  serviceable  condition.  The  force 
of  the  ten-inch  shot  must  be  experienced  to  be 
appreciated.  Any  one  in  contact  with  the  part 
of  the  turret  struck  falls  senseless,  and  I  hare 
been  nearly  shaken  off  my  feet  in  the  pilot-house 
when  engaging  Moultrie. 

AH  the  little  defects  of  detail  were  marked 
by  such  a  searching  process.  Decks  were  cut 
through;  cannon  were  worn  out;  side  armor 
shaken ;  tops  of  pilot-houses  crushed,  &c.  But 
all  these  were  reparable,  and  no  vital  principle  was 
seriously  touched. 

With  such  workshops  and  means  as  a  northern 
navy  yard  includes,  the  repair  of  ell  monitors 
would  have  been  speedily  executed;  but  when 
machinery,  tools,  labor,  and  material  have  all  to 
be  obtained,  as  thev  were  here,  from  a  great  dis- 
tance, there  was  of  necessity  considerable  delay ; 
and,  moreover,  it  was  not  aomissible  to  withdraw 
but  a  portion  of  the  monitors  at  a  time  from  the 
blockade. 

The  additions  that  were  deemed  advisable  for 
strengthening  the  pilot-houses  and  turrets  were 
also  put  on  at  this  time,  and  the  bottoms  cleaned, 
for  they  had  now  become  so  foul  with  oysters  and 
grass  that  the  speed  was  reduced  to  three,  or  three 
and  a  half  knots,  and,  with  the  strong  tide  of  this 
harbor,  added  considerably  to  the  difficulties  of 
working  the  vessels  properly  under  fire. 

On  one  night  I  was  caught  by  heavy  weather 
from  the  south-east  while  close  up  to  Sumter, 
when  I  had  gone  to  attack  it,  and  it  was  well  that 
the  darkness  of  the  night  prevented  the  slowness 
of  our  motion  from  bemg  perceived  while  extricat- 
ing the  monitors  from  their  position. 

Power  of  Ordfiance. — Each  turret  contains  two 
guns,  and  from  the  peculiar  facility  which  it  has 
for  giving  direction  to  the  heaviest  ordnance,  no 
doubt,  arises  the  desire  to  make  these  of  the  heavi- 
est description.  How  far  other  considerations 
should  control  the  character  of  the  ordnance,  is 
necessarily  an  unsettled  Question. 

To  strike  an  armored  ship  it  may  be  best  to  use 
a  ^n  capable  of  the  greatest  power ;  but  whether 
this  shau  be  derived  from  a  projectile  of  ^eat 
weight,  driven  by  low  velocity,  or  of  less  weight, 
and  high  velocity  ^  whether  it  shall  be  a  fifteen- 
inch  gun,  fired  with  thirty-five  or  forty  pounds,  or 
a  thirteen-inch,  fired  with  fifty  pounds  of  powder, 
is  not  here  material ;  the  weight  of  the  gun  for 
either  purpose  will  not  vary  to  any  important 
degree.  But  in  operations  against  earthworks, 
whose  material  cannot  be  damaged  permanently, 
but  only  disturbed^  and  which  are  only  to  be  dealt 
with  hj  keeping  down  their  fire,  a  much  lighter 
projectile  would  be  preferable,  in  order  that  the 
practice  may  be  as  rapid  a^  possible.  Hence  a 
piece  of  sixteen  thousand  pounds  for  ten-inch  or 
eleren-inch  shot  and  shell. 

When  a  number  of  monitors  are  brought  to- 
gether it  would  be  better,  also,  to  have  guns  of 
like  kind  in  each  turret,  and  bring  into  action 
whichever  might  be  preferable.  Each  of  the  mon- 
itors of  this  squadron  had  a  fifteen-inch  and  a 


smaller  gun,  ^eleven-inch  or  eight-inch  rifle,)  and 
hence  the  rapidity  of  fire,  which  was  most  desira- 
ble, was  not  attained.  That  this  was  due  to  the 
calibre  of  the  gun,  and  not  to  its  being  located  in 
a  turret,  may  be  shown  by  one  notable  instance. 

November  ninth,  1863,  the  Montauk,  Captain 
Davis,  was  engaged  in  battering  Sumter.  In  so 
doing,  the  eleven-inch  gun  fired  twenty-five  shells 
successively  in  one  hour,  of  which  twenty-one  hit 
the  wall  of  the  fort  aimed  at — distance  sixteen 
hundred  yards.  This  is  at  the  rate  of  one  shell 
in  2.4  minutes,  which  is  not  only  rapid  but  also 
exceedingly  accurate  practice.  There  is  no  rea- 
son why  another  eleven-inch,  if  placed  in  the  ad- 
joining carriage,  (instead  of  the  fifteen-inch,)  could 
not  have  been  fired  in  the  same  time,  at  which  rate 
that  monitor  would  have  delivered  an  eleven-inch 
shell  every  1.2  minute. 

The  rates  of  fire  reported  for  the  Ironsides,  by 
Captain  Rowan,  are, 


Time. 

No.  fired. 

Time  for  each  fire. 

H.    M. 

M. 

Most  rapid, 

0  50 

25 

1.74 

Continuous, 

2  55 

490 

2.86 

Assumed, 

1  00 

360 

1.33 

Montauk, 

1  00 

25 

2.40 

It  will  be  perceived  that  for  a  short  space  of 
time  the  frigate  delivered  a  shell  from  each  gun 
in  1.74  minute,  for  three  hours  in  2.86  minutes, 
and  it  is  believed  that  a  fire  could  be  sustained  at 
the  rate  of  1.33  minute.  The  last  rate  is  there- 
fore possible,  but  I  am  sure  it  would  be  difficult 
to  sustain  it  long  with  much  regard  to  good  aim 
and  considerable  distances ;  and  I  believe,  on  the 
whole,  that  for  every  practical  purpose  there  would 
be  all  desirable  rapidity  of  fire  nrom  the  eleven- 
inch  in  turret.  Tnus  it  is  to  be  presumed  that 
there  will  be  eouality  of  ordnance  power  in  the 
same  number  of  eleven-inch  guns  as  to  rapidity 
of  fire,  whether  in  a  turret  or  broadside. 

Draught  of  Water,  —  The  monitors  of  the  Pas- 
saic class  draw  about  eleven  and  a  half  (Hi) 
feet  of  water  when  properly  trimmed.  On  this 
coast  ten  and  eleven  feet  is  the  most  convenient 
draught  of  water  for  penetrating  all  the  principal 
sounds  and  rivers,  and  navigating  them  to  any 
extent  A  greater  draught  restricts  a  vessel  in 
movement,  and  in  many  instances  excludes  her 
from  several  ports,  except  under  very  favorable 
circumstances. 

Speed*  —  The  speed  of  the  monitors  is  not  great, 
(seven  knots,)  but  it  is  quite  respectable  with  a 
clean  bottom,  and  is  fully  equal  to  that  of  the 
Ironsides,  Their  steerage  is  peculiar,  but  when 
understood  and  rightfufly  managed,  not  difficult 
of  control  They  pivot  with  celerity  and  in  less 
space  than  almost  any  other  class  of  vessel. 

Number  of  Men. — The  number  of  men  required 
to  work  them  and  the  guns  is  only  eighty,  which 
is  very  moderate. 

In  common  with  all  iron-olads,  the  scope  of 
vision  is  much  restricted,  for  the  plain  reason  that 
in  such  vessels  apertures  of  any  size  must  be  avoid- 
ed. There  are  some  other  defects,  but  they  are 
not  inherent,  and  it  is  believed  are  susceptible  of 
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being  remedied  wholly  or  in  part  So  much  for 
the  monitors. 

The  Ironsides  is  a  fine,  powerful  ship.  Her 
armor  has  stood  heavy  battering  very  well,  and 
her  broadside  of  seven  eleven-inch  guns  and  one 
eight-inch  rifle  has  always  told  with  signal  effect 
when  opened  on  the  enemy.  Draught  of  water 
about  firteen  and  one-half  to  sixteen  feet  Speed 
six  to  seven  knots,  and  crew  about  four  hundred 
and  forty  men. 

The  defects  of  the  vessel  are  the  unplated  ends, 
which  are  consequently  easily  damaged  by  a  rak- 
ing fire,  and  involve  the  rudder  and  screw  more 
or  less,  while  she  can  return  no  fire  in  either  direc- 
tion. This  was  particularly  and  frequently  incon- 
venient in  attacking  the  works  on  Morris  Island, 
for  at  certain  stages  of  the  tide  vessels  tail  nearly 
across  the  channel,  and  present  bow  and  stern  to 
the  beach  of  Morris  Island,  so  that  sometimes  it 
was  necessary  to  delay  placing  the  vessel  in  posi- 
tion, and  at  others  she  would  swing  around  very 
awkwardly  when  engaged. 

The  monitors,  on  the  other  hand,  were  almost 
equally  well  defended  on  all  sides,  and  could  fire 
in  any  direction.  The  Ironsides  was  also  open  to 
descending  shot,  and  her  scope  of  fire  too  much 
restricted  by  badly  placed  ports. 

The  desire  for  comparison  which  rages  just  now 
can  easily  be  satisfied  by  bringing  the  above  data 
in  juxtaposition. 

J  ust  as  they  are,  the  Ironsides  is  capable  of  a 
more  rapid  and  concentrated  fire,  which,  under 
the  circumstances,  made  her  guns  more  efiective 
than  the  fifteen-inch  of  the  monitors.  On  the 
other  hand,  she  was  restricted  by  draught  to  the 
mid-channel,  was  verv  vulnerable  to  a  raking  fire, 
and  the  direction  of  her  own  guns  was  very  lim- 
ited laterally. 

The  monitors  could  operate  in  most  of  the  chan- 
nels,—  could  direct  their  fire  around  the  whole 
circle,  —  and  were  almost  equally  well  defended  on 
aU  sides. 

The  defects  in  both  classes  of  vessels  are  sus- 
ceptible of  beine  remedied  partially  or  entirely. 
The  defence  of  tne  Ironsides  could  be  made  com- 
plete, and  that  of  the  monitors  equally  to.  The 
armament  of  the  monitors  could  be  perfected  so 
as  to  give  all  desirable  rapidity  of  fire,  but  by  no 
contrivance  could  the  Ironsides  be  enabled  to  use 
much  heavier  guns  than  those  mounted.  Yet 
when  such  changes  were  made  as  experience  has 
suggested,  there  still  would  remain  to  the  moni- 
tors the  lighter  draught,  choice  of  guns  from  the 
heaviest  to  the  lightest,  defensibility,  and  direc- 
tion of  fire  around  the  whole  circle ;  consequently 
the  ability  to  carry  a  heavy  battery  into  the  least 
depth  of  water,  with  equal  power  of  offence  and  de- 
fence in  any  direction,  and  that  with  half  the  num- 
ber of  guns  carried  in  broadside  by  another  vessel. 

The  com^Mirison  now  made  is  to  be  understood 
as  having  relation  to  existing  circumstances,  and 
not  at  all  intended  as  conclusive  in  regard  to  the 
general  merits  of  iron^clads. 

It  is  in  this  sense  that  the  action  of  the  navy 
department  is  to  be  considered  with  reference  to 
the  selection  of  one  class  of  vessels  over  another. 


It  is  evident  that  it  was  not  designed  to  adopt 
any  one  style  exclusively,  for  of  the  three  vessels 
first  ordered,  two  were  of  the  ordinary  broadside 
class — the  Ironsides  and  the  Galena.  The  latter 
was  quickly  proved  to  be  absolutely  inefiicient, 
and  so  must  any  armored  steamer  of  that  size. 
It  is  universally  admitted  that  plates  of  less  than 
four  and  a  half  (4!|)  inches  cannot  stand  the  shock 
of  heavy  projectiles,  and  vesseb  so  armored  must 
be  of  considerable  tonnage. 

I  presume  the  departdient  oply  intended  to 
build  such  vessels  as  were  best  adapted  to  the 
service  at  the  scene  of  war. 

Keeping  in  view  the  peculiar  exigencies  of  the 
case,  which  required  light*  draught  and  great 
ordnance  power,  it  appears  that  the  selection 
of  the  department  could'  not  have  been  more 
judicious  in  preferring  a  number  of  monitors  to 
operate  from  a  heavy  frigate  as  a  base ;  and  if  the 
intent  of  the  department  could  have  been  carried 
out  in  regard  to  numbers,  we  should  now  have 
been  in  entire  possession  of  the  coast  from  the 
capes  of  Virginia  to  New  Orleans,  including  Wil- 
mington, Charleston,  Mobile,  &c. 

Many  defects  of  both  classes  are  easily  remedia- 
ble, but  some  of  those  in  the  monitors  could  onlyjbe 
determined  by  the  test  of  battle ;  before  that,  ap- 
proximation only  was  possible. 

What  other  style  of  vessel  could  the  department 
have  chosen  P  Certainly  none  that  has  been  built 
by  English  or  French  naval  authorities.  The 
Warrior  and  her  class  are  exceedingly  powerful, 
but  could  not  get  within  gunshot  here.* 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  very  little  naviga- 
'  ble  water  on  this  coast  which  is  not  accessible  to 
the  monitors.  They  command  supremely  all  that 
is  near  the  shore,  and  cannot  themselves  be  reached 
by  vessels  of  heavier  draught  So  that  when  there 
was  some  reason  to  apprehend  the  appearance  of 
certain  rams  in  this  quarter,  I  assured  the  depart- 
ment that  the  iron-clads  could  maintain  position 
so  long  as  coal  and  provisions  lasted. 

It  may  appear  that  I  speak  too  positively  on 
the  subject,  but  some  experience  witn  them  cer- 
tainly gives  a  right  to  do  so.  With  a  single  ex- 
ception I  have  been  on  board  a  monitor  in  all  the 
principal  actions,  and  the  recurrence  of  casualties 
to  the  fleet  captains  t  near  me  shows  that  I  was  in 
a  situation  to  judge.  I  was  once  in  the  Ironsides 
in  an  attack  on  Moultrie  and  Sumter.  I  have 
also  watched  the  behavior  of  the  monitors  at 
anchor  through  all  the  phases  of  winter  weather 
in  this  exposed  situation. 

The  completeness  with  which  four  little  moni- 
tors, supported  by  an  iron-clad  firigate,  have  closed 
this  port,  is  well  worth  noting. 

Very  soon  after  entering  the  roads  I  advanced 
one  monitor  well  up  towards  the  inner  debouches 

'^  Aooording  to  Reur- Admiral  Paris,  tho  French  Gloria 
draws  28  feet;  the  British  Warrior,  26  feet :  the  Black 
Prince,  234  f<^t;  even  those  of  inferior  class,  Defence  and 
Bcsistance,  draw  24  feet.  Not  one  of  these  vessels  could 
cross  the  Charleston  bar,  and  would  be  perfectly  impotent 
to  render  the  least  service  in  any  of  the  operations  now 
bein^  carried  on. 

t  Captain  George  W.  Bodgers  was  next  ahead  whra 
killed  off  Wagner,  and  his  successor,  Captain  Badger,  had 
his  leg  broken  by  an  iron  splinter  in  the  attack  on  Sumter. 
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of  the  northern  channels,  supported  by  another. 
On  the  night  of  the  nineteentn  of  July  an  English 
steamer  attempted  to  run  in,  and  having  eluded 
the  hot  pursuit  of  the  outside  blockade,  no  doubt 
indulged  in  the  belief  that  all  danger  was  past 
But  Uke  gallant  Captain  Rodgers  was  in  advance 
that  night  with  the  Catskill,  and  a  shell  sent  sud- 
denly by  him  ahead  of  the  culprit  steamer  signi- 
fied no  escape.  In  despair  or  alarm  the  latter 
grounded  on  a  shoal,  and  her  wreck  has  since 
served  as  a  warning  to  like  evil-doers.  Two  or 
three  steamers  that  weit  in  managed  to  get  out 
immediately  after,  and  one  or  two  may  have  got- 
ten in,  for  the  crews  of  the  monitors  were  often 
too  fatigued  then  with  a  day's  battle  to  keep 
watch  at  niffht ;  but  there  ended  the  business  as 
such,  and  for  several  months  not  a  vessel  has 
passed  in  or  out. 

These  four  monitors,  who  thus  keep  watch  and 
ward,  muster  eight  (8)  guns  and  three  hundred 
and  twenty  (320)  men,  which  is  almost  insignifi- 
cant in  contrast  with  the  work  done. 

I  have  ^us  put  on  paper  the  general  impres- 
sions now  uppermost,  but  very  hastily  and  under 
great  pressure  of  business,  which  will,  I  hope, 
excuse  such  imperfections  as  may  have  inadvert- 
endy  occurred. 

With  more  leisure  I  could  do  full  justice  to  this 
interesting  subject 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  Jno.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admlral,  commanding  8.  A.  B.  Bqoaditm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

See.  of  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

ADDITIONAL  BEPOET. 

Fl^O-STKAMER  FRXLADBLPHIA,  ) 

Off  Morris  Island,  May  17, 18M.    ( 

Sir:  I  find  that  several  omissions  have  oc- 
curred in  my  report  to  you'  on  the  iron-clads; 
they  are  handed  to  me  just  as  the  mail  closes,  and 
I  have  time  only  to  request  that  they  may  be  in- 
serted in  the  report  of  January  twenty-eighth, 
among  the  lists  of  actions  then  given,  and  also 

Eublisned  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal,  which 
as  published  that  report. 
As  my  object  was  to  show  what  the  navy  had 
done  in  this  quarter,  I  am  very  glad  to  be  able  to 
extend  the  list.  The  loss  of  three  fleet  captains 
in  succession  —  Captain  Rodgers,  killed  m  the 
Catskill,  Captain  Badger,  wounded  in  an  action 
with  Moultrie,  and  Lieutenant  Preston,  taken 
prisoner  in  the  assault  on  Sumter — necessarily 
deranged  all  the  business  of  my  command  very 
much.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,      John  A.  Dahloren, 

Rear-Admlral,  commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seoretary  of  the  Navy. 


Additional  List  of  Actions  in  which  the  Ironclads  were  engaged  with  iihe  Bebet  Batteries  in 

Charleston  Harbor  while  reducing  Morris  Island, 


DATS. 

• 

i 

S 

1 

Is 

1 

s 

1 

• 

Bbmabks. 

1863. 

Tarda. 

July  18  .  . 
July  20  .  . 

New  Inmaidef . 

168 

4 
13 

1,400 
1,300 

Fo^  Wagner. 

August  23. 

*c              « 

00 

4 

.... 

t<                  M 

Ship  was  nnder  way ;  dlstaDOC  varied 

ftom  1,100  to  1,300  yards. 
Hits  f>om  Oregg  ana  Mouitre;  ship  at 

BepL2   .  . 

C(                 CI 

41 

7 

1,000 

Fort  Oregg. . 

anchor. 

Sofyt.  2    .  . 

l<                 M 

0 

.... 

1,500 

Fort  Swnter. 

S<^.5    .  . 

M                 CC 

488 

•  •  .  . 

IrVn 

Fort  Wagner. 

Sept.  ft    .  . 

U                  (1 

32 

1 

1,800 

Fort  Gregg. . 

Hit  from  Oregg. 

On  July  twenty-nintb  the  Passaic  engaged  Wag- 
ner, and  on  August  thirty-first  Moultrie.  On 
September  eighth  the  Passaic,  (in  a  disabled  con- 
dition,) Pata^sco,  Weehawken,  and  Nahant  en- 
gaged Moultrie. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Dahloren, 

Besr-Admlral,  oommandlng  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


BEPORT  OF  COMMODORE  S.  C.  ROWAN. 

UKiTEn  States  Steamer  New  Ironsides,  i 
Off  Morris  Island,  May  13, 1864.    ( 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  twelfth 
instant,  I  enclose  herewith  a  tabular  statement  of 
various  actions  of  this  ship  with  the  rebel  fortifi- 
cations of  Charleston  harbor,  and 
^  Have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commodore,  eommanding. 
Kear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 
ComnandJng  8.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-Steamer  FhUad. 
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Statement  of  Firing  by  the  United  States  Steamer  New  Iraneides  during  her  eeoeral  Engage 

ments  with  the  Rebd  Fortificationa  in  Charleston  Harbor, 


Date. 


Bounds 
Fired. 


1853. 

July  18 

805 

««  20 

108 

"  2/k 

4M 

««  29 

183 

«4  29 

25 

«  29 

2 

M  30 

329 

"  30 

1 

Aug.  17 

400 

M   17 

30 

It  17 

2 

«*  18 

118 

"   19 

50 

*»  20 

168 

"  20 

2 

«  21 

70 

««  22 

115 

M  23 

90 

Sept.  2* 

41 

K    2 

9 

«   6 

488 

•c   5 

32 

«•   6 

184 

«   6 

38 

«   7t 

152 

"   8 

483 

Hits  by 
Enemy. 


4 

13 

5 

2 


Dis- 
tance. 


•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

2 

■  .  •  • 

31 


•  •  • 
■  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  •  ■ 

4 
7 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 


24 

70 


Yards. 
1,400 
1,300 
1»200 
1,200 
2,500 
1,000 
1,800 
2,250 
900 

1,700 
2,700 

•  ■  • 
1,100 
1,150 
3,400 
1,300 


1,000 

1,500 
1,300 
1,800 
1,300 
lr300 
1,200 
1,200 


Object. 


Fort  Woener 


11 


CI 
11 


Kemabks. 


Fort  Sumter 

**    Sumter  ' 
"    Wagner 


Fort  Gregg.  . 
«*  Sumter  . 
**    Waffner . 

<l  41 

Rebel  Steamer 
Fort  Wagner . 

it  11 

"    Gregg .  . 

«    Sumter  . 
"    Wagner . 


Greg? 


Wagner . 
it  t( 

Fort  Moultrie 


M 


<i 


At  anchor. 

il  u 

CI  <c 

IC  cc 

50-poQnder  rifle  on  spar  deck. 

At  anchor. 

60-pounder  rifle  on  spar  deck. 
Most  of  the  hits  were  fVom  10-inch  guns  in  Wagoe 
and  Gregg.    At  anchor. 

50-ponnder  rifle  on  spar  deck. 

Under wa7;  dlatance  varied  Arom  1,200  to  1,400  yds 

At  anchor. 


u 


«c 


50-pounder  rifle  on  spar  deck. 

At  anchor;  hit  from  Sumter;  11-inch  ahot,  solid 

Under  way ;  dlatance  varied  from  1,100  to  1,300  ydi 


CI 


tc 


II 


u 


(( 


It       »( 


(k 


The  hits  were  from  Gregg  and  Moultrie;  ahip  a 
anchor. 

At  anchor.  ^ 

Hit  from  Gregg. 
Firing  to  meridian. 

At  anchor;  'firing  Arom  meridian  to  sundown. 
(  ThcBe  hits  were  from  Sullivan's  Island  batteries 
\     at  anchor. 


Kight  attack. 


t  Night  attack  on  Moultrie. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commodore,  oommandinj 


BBPOBT  OF  LIEUT.-<;OMMANDER  E.  SIMPSON. 

United  States  Irok-clad  Passaic,  ) 
Off  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  April  21, 1804.    { 

Sir  :  In  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal,  of  the 
sixteenth  instant,  there  is  pubhshed  a  review  of 
the  service  of  the  "  monitors/'  by  Rear-Admiral 
J.  A.  Dahlgren.  As  this  review  does  not  give 
this  vessel  credit  for  the  service  performed  by  her, 
I  respectfully  ask  your  attention  to  the  subject,  in 
order  that  the  statement  may  be  corrected  at  the 
Navy  Department 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  July,  1863,  this  vessel 
went  into  action  with  Fort  Wagner,  followed  by 
the  Patapsco;  the  New  Ironsides  Joined  in  the 
action  also.  The  presence  of  the  rassaic  in  this 
action  is  not  mentioned  in  the  review. 

On  the  thirty-first  of  August,  1863,  the  most 
serious  engagement  foriron-clads  that  had  taken 
place  to  tlutt  date  occurred  between  Fort  Moultrie 
on  one  side,  and  the  monitors  Patapsco,  Wee- 
hawken,  Passaic,  and  Nahant,  on  the  other,  the 
detachment  being  under  command  of  Commander 
T.  H.  Stevens,  commanding  the  Passaic 

The  conflicts  with  Fort  Wagner  and  Battery 
Gregg,  on  Morris  Island,  each  using  two  guns  on 
the  water  face,  were  but  trifling  actions  for  iron- 
clads ;  but  every  collision  with  the  batterie»-  on 
Sullivan's  Island  that  has  taken  place  bv  daylight 
has  been  formidable.  This  action  of  the  thirty- 
first  of  August,  1863,  was  of  such  a  character. 

During  the  action  the  Passaic  grounded  about 


half  a  mile  from  Fort  Moultrie,  and  was  severe! 
hammered  \iy  the  fort  before  she  floated  off.  Thi 
engagement  is  not  mentioned  in  the  review. 

On  the  eighth  of  September,  1863,  the  mos 
remarkable  action  between  iron-clads  and  sam 
batteries  was  fought  under  command  of  Com 
modore  S.  C.  Rowan,  between  the  batteries  oi 
Sullivan's  Island,  on  one  side,  and  the  Iron 
sides,  Patapsco,  Lehigh,  Passaic,  Montauk,  Nu 
hant,  and  Weehawken,  (aground,)  on  the  othei 
This  action,  lasting  for  three  hours,  terminated  ii 
silencing  the  fire  of  the  batteries  on  the  island. 

During  this  action  the  Passaic  was  at  the  hea< 
of  the  line,  having  received  an  order  from  th 
Commodore,  as  she  was  going  into  action,  to  g« 
well  up  and  engage  Battery  Bee.  In  this  aciioi 
the  Passaic  was  hit  in  fifty-one  new  places,  whicl 
were  easily  counted  after  the  action,  and  I  hav 
no  doubt  that  she  was  actually  struck  oftener  thai 
I  have  reported.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  th 
presence  of  the  Passaic  in  this  action  is  not  men 
tioned  in  the  review. 

I  feel  especially  concerned  about  the  omissioi 
in  reference  to  this  vessel,  on  the  eighth  of  Sep 
tember,  in  consequence  of  the  great  efforts  tha 
were  made  on  board  to  keep  her  in  an  effectiv 
condition. 

This  was  very  difficult  to  do  in  consequence  ol 
her  turret  having  been  jammed  on  the  night  oi 
sixth  of  September,  which  had  caused  the  spindl 
and  pilot-house  to  take  up  motion  with  the  turret 
thus  disabling  the  steering  gear.    Ingenious  ex 
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pedients  were  adopted,  (of  all  of  which  Bear- Admi- 
ral Dahlgren  has  reports,)  aod  the  vessel  was 
carried  successfully  into  action,  notwithstanding 
her  disabled  condition. 

After  all  these  efforts  to  keep  the  yessel  availa- 
ble, and  after  having  endurea  the  battering  of 
those  batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island  for  three 
hours,  it  is  most  disheartening  to  find  that  the 
presence  of  the  vessel  in  the  action  is  not  men- 
tioned in  the  review  ;  and  I  respectfully  request, 
in  justice  to  my  own  reputation,  as  well  as  that 
of  every  officer  and  man  on  board  of  this  vessel, 
that  vou  will  have  this  report  corrected. 

I  reel,  sir,  that  the  service  of  this  vessel  has  been 


underrated.  It  is  patent  to  all  the.  commanders 
of  iron-clads  in  the  fleet  that  the  Passaic  is  more 
battered  than  any  of  them,  in  many  cases  show- 
ing three  shot-marks  to  one ;  and  I  ask  that  justice 
may  be  done  her  by  correcting  at  the  Navy  De- 
partment the  errors  that  I  have  pointed  out  in  the 
review  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren. 

For  further  information  I  enclose  a  copy  of 
statements  of  firing  made  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahl- 
gren during  the  past  nine  months. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

£.  Simpson, 

Llcatcnsnt-Commander,  oommanding^. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Siatement  of  Firings  by  United  States  Iron-dad  Passaic^  Lieutenani-Commander  E.  Simpson. 


Date. 


1863. 
Jnly  29 


Ang.    9 
Au^.  15 

Aug.  17 


Av«.  18 
Aug.  23 

Aug.  31 


8€pt.    1 


Sept.    6 

(A.  M.) 

Sept.    6 

(P.  M.) 


Sept.  8 


KoT.  W 

(A.M.) 


Hot.  10 

(P.M.) 


Feb.    S 


BOUKOS  FiBBO. 


IS-tneh,  12  sheila;  IS-inch.  1 

ahot;  150-pounder,  9  ahells; 

150-pouxiderf  1  ahot  .... 
Rilled  ISO-potmder,  1  ahell  •  . 
15-ineh,  2{BhellB;  160-poand< 

er,  2  ahclla 

15<ixich,  30  ahella;  160-ponnd- 

er,  9  ahella  . 

ifi-ineh,  18  ahella 

l&-inch,  0  ahella;  150-pound- 
er, 1  ahell  and  9  ahot .... 

Ift-lnch,  1  ahell;  IfiO-pounder, 
ttaheUa 


15-Inch,  20  ahella;  150-pound- 
er, 20  ahella  and  6  ohlUed  ahot 

15-inch,  6  ahella;  150-pottnder, 
9  ahella 

lA-ineh,  1  ahell;  IfiO-pounder, 
1  ahell 


Hits  by 
Enkmt. 


None  •  • 
None  .  • 

None  .  .* 

Thirteen 

Five  •  . 
Five  •  . 
Nine   .  . 


Dis- 

TANCK. 


Seven.  . 

None  •  . 
None  .  . 


16-ineh,  19  ahella;  150-pounder, 
30  aheUa 


15-iiidi,  S  ahella;  ISO-ponnder, 
81  ahells 

lA^pounder,  8  ahella.  •  •  .  . 

15-tocib,  8  ahella;  IfiO-ponnder, 
88  aheUa 

150-pounder,  35  ahells  •  •  .  . 


Fifty-one 


Three.  . 

1,500 

Non«  .  . 

1,750 

None  •  • 

2r356 

None  .  . 

2,356 

Tarda. 

1,200 
1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,000 
750 
875 


1,200 
to  600 

1,100 


750 


Object. 


Fort  Wagner  .... 
Battery  Gregg .  .  .  • 

Black  Steamer  and 
Battery  Gregg .  .  . 

Fort  Wagner  and  Fort 
Sumter*    ..... 


Fort  Wagner  •  .  .  . 
Fort  Sumter  .  .  .  . 
Fort  Jloultre  .  .  .  . 


Bemarks. 


I  Fort  Sumter    .  . 

Corered  way  between 
Wagner  and  Gregg 
Obatructiona   ..... 


Battery  Bee,  on  Sulli- 
yan'a  laland .... 


Fort  Moultrie.  .  .  . 
Honltrie  Houae  .  •  • 

Blookade  runner .  .  . 
Blockade  runner  •  .  . 


Carried  away  cap  aqnare  bolt  of  rifle. 
Betumlng  fire  of  Battery  Gregg 
while  on  picket  duty. 

While  on  picket  duty. 

Engaged  Wagner  in  forenoon,  then 

engaged  Sumter,  and  after  olnner 

engaeed  Wagner  again. 
Several  bad  hit8,decK  leading  over 

bread  room. 
Shot  fh>m  Sumter  drove  in  a  bolt 

of  ring  around  wave  of  turret. 
Three  snota  through;  one  of  them 

over  coal-bunkers,  20  inchea  by 
•  0;   the  other  two  cauaing  bad 

leaka  on   berth   deck.    Another 

bolt  driven  in  from  ring  around 

wave  of  turret. 
No  bad  hita,  but  aide  armor  sprung 

apart  6  inchea  at  the  atem,  cauaed 

by  fouling  a  monitor. 

No  reply  from  the  enemy. 

Thia  firing  waa  done  on  picket  to 
prevent  reSnforcementa  coming 
to  Wagner.  In  revolving  turret 
the  apindle  and  pilot-house  torn 
up.  Motion  with  the  turret;  tur- 
ret, apindle,  pUot-houae,  revolv- 
ing together. 

Three  new  holea  through  the  deck, 
and  aide  armor  badly  i^Jured  in 
aeveral  placea.  Eleven  hits  on 
ring  around  baae  of  turret;  one 
of  them  at  the  baae  caused  ao 
much  friction  on  deck  plate  aa  to 
reaulre  34  pounda  of  ateam  to  re- 
volve the  turret.  Twenty-nine 
new  hita  on  turret. 

Covering  the   Nahant    and   Hon 
tauk,  towing  off  the  Lehigh  that 
waa  aground. 

Trying  to  ignite  Moultrie  Houae. 


Blockade  runner  aground  off  Fort 

Moultrie. 
Trying  to  deatroy  Blockade  runner 

off  Fort  Moultele. 


*  Distaaoe  from  Wagner  900  yards*  from  Sumter  2,000  yards. 
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REBELLION  BSCOBD,   186^-64. 


Doc.  9. 

THE   WOMEN    OF   THE   WAR. 

B.   P.  TAYLOR'S  LETTER. 

Army  of  thb  Cumbbbland,  October  22, 1803. 

Before  this  letter  reaches  you,  the  splendid 
project  of  the  women  of  the  North-west  will  be  blos- 
soming in  full  beauty.  They  will  have  thronged  to 
the  city  of  the  Qreat  Lakes  **  like  doves  to  their  win- 
dows/' their  hearts  and  offerings  in  their  hands ; 
and  art,  eloquence,  and  song,  the  grand  pageant,  the 
classic  tableau,  the  exquisite  device,  the  glowing 
thought,  will  have  been  hallowed  to  the  sweet  uses 
of  mercy.  The  lips  of  the  .marble  images  at  Mecca 
were  worn  away,  they  say,  by  the  kisses  of  the 
pilgrims,  but  how  must  tlie  delicate  touch  of  true 
and  loving  women  smooth  and  beautify  the  iron 
fate  of  our  glorious  boys  in  blue ! 

Close  beside  the  scene  that  brightens  your  city 
Uke  a  carnival,  garlanded  with  flowers  and  glad 
with  sunshine,  I  see  a  shadow  strange  and  sad. 
I  am  not  sure  that  the  laughing  girls,  who  make  a 
Sharon  of  the  Soldiers'  Fair,  discern  how  heavy  the 
borders  of  that  night  whence  comes  the  dawn  they 
smile  in.  I  am  not  sure  I  can  do  better  than  to 
give  an  unstudied  story  of  the  unseen  side  of  that 

golden  shield  of  theirs— no  silver  side,  alas!  but 
ark,  dull  iron.  The  Ohio,  at  Louisville,  behind 
you,  southward  across  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
you  look  upon  a  region  in  the  rear  of  the  army  of 
the  Cumberland,  a  breadth  of  three  hundred  and 
eight  miles  to  the  spurs  of  the  mountains.  That 
area,  once  so  lovely,  is  dappled  with  those  shadows 
strange  and  sad  —  the  hospitals  of  the  Federal 
army.  At  Chattanooga,  at  Btidgeport,  at  Steven- 
son, at  Cowan,  at  Decherd,  at  Murfreesboro*,  at 
Nashville,  strown  all  along  the  way,  are  flocks  of 
tents  sacred  to  mercy  and  the  soldiers'  sake.  I 
wish  I  could  bring  ^ou  near  enough  to  see  them, 
that  I  could  lift  aside  a  fold  in  ward  A  here,  or 
ward  B  there ;  that  you  may  see  the  pale  rows,  each 
man  upon  his  little  couch,  the  white  sheet  setting 
close  to  the  poor,  thin  limbs  like  the  drapery  of 
the  grave.  It  would  wonderfully  magnify,  I  think, 
the  work  you  are  doing,  my  sisters. 

I  would  not  take  you  to  the  surgeon's  quarters 
when  the  battle  is  beginning ;  when  he  lays  off 
the  green  sash  and  the  tinselled  coat,  and  rolls  up 
his  sleeves,  and  spreads  wide  his  cases  filled  with 

glittering  silver,  and  makes  ready  for  work.  They 
egiu  to  come  in,  slowly  at  first  —  one  man  nurs- 
ing a  shattered  arm,  another  borne  by  his  com- 
rades, three  in  an  ambulance,  one  on  a  stretcher ; 
then  faster  and  faster,  lying  here,  Ij'ing  there, 
waiting  each  his  temble  turn. 

The  silver  steel  grows  cloudy  and  lurid ;  true, 
right  arms  are  lopped  like  flips  of  golden  willow ; 
feet  that  never  turned  from  the  foe,  forever  more 
without  an  owner,  strew  the  ground.  The  kmves 
are  busy,  the  saws  play ;  it's  bloody  work.  Ah, 
the  surgeon,  with  heart  and  head,  with  hand  and 
eye,  fit  for  such  a  place,  is  a  prince  among  them ! 
Cool  and  calm,  quick  and  tender,  he  feels  among 
the  arteries  and  fingers  the  tendons  as  if  they 
were  harp-strings.    But  the  cloud  thunders  and 


the  spiteful  rain  patters  loader  and  fiercer,  and  the 
poor  fellows  come  creeping  in  broken  ranks  like 
com  beaten  down  with  the  flails  of  the  storm. 
*'  My  Ood,"  cried  a  surgeon,  as,  looking  up  an  in- 
stant firom  his  work  he  saw  the  mutilated  crowds 
borne  in ;  "  my  Qod !  are  all  my  boys  out  down !  *^ 
And  }'et  it  thundered  and  rained.  A  poor  fellow 
writhes,  and  a  smothered  moan  escapes  him. 
*'  Be  patient,  Jack,"  says  the  surgeon,  cheerfully ; 
'*  I'll  make  you  all  ri^ht  in  a  minute."  And  what 
a  meaning  there  was  m  that  '<  all  right ! "  It  vnm 
a  right  arm  to  come  off  at  the  elbow,  and  **  Jack  " 
slipped  off  a  ring  that  clasped  one  of  the  poor, 
useless  fingers  that  were  to  blend  with  the  earth 
of  Alabama,  and  put  it  in  his  pocket !  Me  wa^ 
making  ready  for  the  '*  all  right"  Does  **  Ala- 
bama "  mean  •"  here  we  rest "  P  If  so,  how  sad 
yet  how  glorious  have  our  boys  made  it, 

"  Who  Bink  to  rest. 
With  all  their  ooantry's  wishes  blest ! ' 

Another  sits  up  while  the  surgeon  foUows  the 
bullet  that  had  buried  itself  in  his  side ;  it  is  the 
work  of  an  instant ;  no  solemn  council  here ;  no 
lingering  pause ;  the  surgeon  is  bathed  in  patriot 
blood  to  the  elbows,  and  the  work  goes  on.  An 
eye  lies  on  a  ghastly  cheek,  and  silently  the  suf- 
ferer bides  his  time.  "  Well,  Charley,"  says  the 
doctor,  (he  is  dressing  a  wound  as  he  talks,) 
"what's  the  matter P"  '*0,  not  much  doctor; 
only  a  hand  off."  Not  unlike  was  the  answer  made 
to  me  by  a  poor  fellow  at  Bridgeport,  shattered 
as  a  tree  is  by  lightning :  **  How  are  you  now  ?  " 
said  I.  "Bully!"  was  the  reply.  You  should 
have  heard  that  word  as  he  spoke  it ;  vulgar  as  it 
used  to  seem,  it  grew  manly  and  noble,  and  I 
never  shall  hear  it  again  without  a  thought  of 
the  boy  on  the  dusty  slope  of  the  Tennessee  ;  the 
boy — must  I  say  it  P  —  that  sleeps  the  soldier's 
sleep  within  a  hundred  rods  of  tne  spot  where  I 
found  him.  And  so  it  is  everywhere;  not  a 
whim|>er,  not  a  plaint  Only  once  did  I  hear 
either.  An  Illinois  Lieutenant,  as  brave  a  fellow 
as  ever  drew  a  sword,  had  been  shot  through  and 
through  the  thighs,  fairly  impaled  by  the  bullet  — 
the  ugliest  wound  but  one  I  ever  saw.  Kight 
days  before  he  weighed  one  hundred  and  sixty 
pounds.  Then,  he  could  not  have  swung  one 
nundred  and  twenty  clear  of  the  floor.  He  had 
just  been  brought  over  the  mountain,  and  his 
wounds  were  angry  with  fever }  they  were  lifting 
him  as  tender  as  they  coald;  they  let  him  slip 
and  he  fell,  perhaps  six  inches.  But  it  was  like 
a  dash  from  a  precipice  to  him,  and  he  wailed  out 
like  a  child,  tears  wet  his  pale,  thin  face,  and  he 
only  said,  *•  My  poor  child,  how  will  they  tell  her  ?  " 
It  was  only  for  an  instant ;  his  spirit  and  his  frame 
stiffened  up  together,  and  with  a  half  smile  he 
said,  **  Don't  tefi  anvbody,  boys,  that  I  made  a  fool 
of  myself! "  The  Lieutenant,  "  sleeps  well,"  and, 
alas !  for  the  •*  poor  child  " — how  did  they  tell  h€»r  ? 

A  soldier,  fairly  riddled  with  bullets,  like  one  of 
those  battle  flags  of  Illinois,  lay  on  a  blanket  ga<tp- 
ing  for  breath.  "Jemmy,"  said  a  comrade,  and 
a  friend  before  this  cruel  war  began,  vrith  one  arm 
swung  in  a  sling,  and  who  was  going  home  on  fur- 
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loogii*  **  Jemioy,  what  shall  I  teU  them  at  hoise  iw 
YOU  ?  "  '*  TeU  tbea,"  aaid  ha,  "  Ihot  ihora  ka't 
hwdiy  enough  hdt  of  me  to  My  '1/  biit— »hold 
down  heee  a  miiu»te— tell  KAte  there  ia  enough 
of  me  kft  to  iove  kei  till  I  die."  Jemmy  got  hw 
iurlough  that  night,  end  left  the  lankt  foiefer.  It 
eecms  to  me  that  aU  true  women  muet  envy  that 
girFs  £Eiae>  Shot  aw«y  idl  but  his  heeit,  that  etiU 
beat  true*  who  weekld  not  be  the  dead  aoldier'a  bride 
fozeTor^  O,  there  is  nothiiu|  anywhere  here  to 
make  you  hUuh  for  human  weefcneeex  Iherebelbul- 
let  is  noi  moulded  that  oan  kill  western  manhood. 

I  want  to  say  hexe^  ia  a  pew^praph  by  itself, 
that  the  smBocme  should  be  omnpelled  to  jepart 
to  the  womeni  if  they  do  their  duty,  the?  have  to 
perform,  in  Isx^s  mesauie,  woman'e  wor«*  They 
have  to  need  more  than  skill  and  sealpels  i  they 
want  womanje  fortitude,  toadesMss,  and  foith. 
There  are  the  noblest  of  men  among  the  surgeons 
in  the  Army  of  the  Camberiand,  wm  do  not  halt 
at  the  letter  of  duty,  but  go  on  eheerfully  to  the 
spirit,  and  there  are  —  (^  save  the  mark!  — 
men  among  them  for  whom  faithlesi  Ib  the  mildest 
euphemism.  I  msst  tell  one  instonoe :  a  "  eontnet 
soigeoa  **  —  if  von  know  what  that  is  —  wei^t  out 
on  a  pleasure  tide  within  the  hour— -three  o'elock 
—  that  two  hundred  siok  and  wounded  men  came 
into  his  ward-'  He  returned  at  sunset,  and  on 
being  reminded  of  his  negieeted  du^,  flimMuitly 
replied,  "O,  I'll  do  them  in  half  an  hourr' 
\Vh^  think  you,  would  "  do  "  him,  and  do  him 
justice.  For  one  I  should  be  quite  eontent  to 
trust  his  fote  to  the  verdict  of  a  jury  of  the  loyal 
women  of  the  Nortb^est,  to  wly>m  be  glory  iad 
honor  everlastiag  I 

Bemember,  I  am  writing  only  ai  the  daya  after 
the  battlee  of  the  Chiokamauga — only  of  one  some 
in  thLi  tremendous  tragedy.  I  have  followed  the 
wounded  and  the  Utnguishing  to  the  surgeon's 
quarters  at  the  edge  or  the  md,  and  new  comes 
that  joucney  over  the  mountain  xoads  to  Bridge- 
port,—  that  beatimr  every  wound  with  hammars 
mile  after  mile.  W^atch  me  with  the  rodung, 
ic^ting,  lurching  train  of  thiee  huadied  ambu- 
kncee,  each  with  its  sore,  bruised  burden,  and 
tell  me  which  is  the  mote  terrible,  the  whole 
strong  regiment  marehing  into  the  storm*  or  the 
tttokmi  mutilated  column  creepiqg  away  to  shel- 
ter. You  can  hasdly  believe  that  one  of  all  will 
survive  the  journey ;  that  the  folds  of  the  waiting, 
en^ay  tents,  here  and  there  and  yonder,  will  ever 
swiagc  heak  to  ieeeiv#  them.  Let  me  ^oint  fsft 
;ou,  if  I  can,  one  of  those  shadowy  beside  your 
sunshine  tbere^  with  which  I  began  tins  letter. 

It  is  a  white, dustv ridge  in  Alabama;  tall,  slim 
oaks  sprinkle  it,  and  beneath  them,  in  atreets  with 
a  lar-eastezn  look*  stand  the  tents  of  those  blessed 
citiee  of  mercy,  a  ield  hospital.  The  son  pours 
body  downi  a  distant  drum  aaarls  new  and  then, 
as  if  in  a  driesm ;  the  tinkliog  concert  of  a  cloud 
of  loeueto —  the  cicada  of  the  south  —  comes  like 
the  dear  «ld  aWgh  beUs  chime,  Irom  a  distant 
tree.  "The  loud  la^gh  that  tells  the  vacant 
mind"  ia  unhedNi  &  the  fomiliar  sounds  of  storing 
doora  and  children'e  carol  never  rises  there  i  the 
tenta  swell  white  and  sad  and  stilL  Within  them 
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lie  almost  three  thousand  soldiers,  marred  with 
all  wounds  conceivable,  wasted  with  pain,  parched 
with  fover,  wearily  turning,  wearily  waiting,  to 
take  up  the  blessed  march,  Ho !  for  the  North ! 
Thai  is  the  word,  the  ever-abiding  eharmer,  that 
"lingMs  still  behind."  It  is  Stevenson,  it  is 
Nashville,  it  is  Louisville,  it  is  hoau,  it  is  heaven ! 
Alas,  for  it,  how  th^y  falter  and  aleep  by  the  way ! 
And  every  one  of  tbeae  men  waa  somebody's  boy 
once  i  had  a  mother  once,  a  wifo,  a  sister,  a  sweet- 
heartf  "  but  better  is  a  friend  that  is  near  than  a 
brother  that  is  afor  ofi^"  and  there  are  only  two 
here  in  person,  but  how  many  in  heart  and  work ! 

You  have  been  thinking,  my  sistem,  where  is 
our  work  in  all  these  aceaes  P  That  snow^  roll 
of  linen  I  that  little  pillow  beneath  the  su^rer's 
head;  that  soft  fold  acrow  the  gashed  breast; 
that  cooling  drink  the  rude,  stalwost,  kind  nurse 
is  putting  to  yonder  boy's  white  hpa ;  that  delica- 
cy this  poor  mUow  is  iust  partaking  (  that  dress- 
ing-gown, whose  broidereu  hem  those  long,  thin 
finders  are  toying  with }  the  alippers,  a  wwid  too 
wide  for  the  thin,  faltering  feet}  the  dish  of  fruit 
a  left  hand  is  slowly  working  at,  his  right  hand 
laid  upon  our  Federal  altar  at  Chickamauga,  never 
to  be  lifted  megs  Your  tree,  my  sister,  bore  that 
fruit ;  your  fingers  wrought,  your  hear^  conceived. 
"What  do  the  women  my  about  us  boys  at 
home  ?  "  asked  a  poor  wreck  of  a  lad  aa  I  sat  by 
his  side.  That  brow  of  his  ached,  I  know,  for  the 
touch  of  a  loving  hand,  and  the  **  aound  of  a  voice 
that  is  stiU."  At  the  moment  he  aaked  the  ques- 
tion he  was  turning  over  a  little  silken  needle- 
book  that  one  of  ^ou  laughing  girls  made  some 
day,  and  tucked  m  the  comer  of  a  bag,  labelled 
**  tJ.  S.  Sanitary  Commission."  On  the  cover  of 
that  book  you  had  wrought  the  words,  playfully 
perhaps,  "  My  bold  soldier  boy."  I  silently 
pointed  to  the  legend :  the  reply  struck  home  to 
his  heart  and  he  burst  into  tears.  I  assure  you 
they  were  not  bitter  tears  he  shad}  and  as  he  wiped 
them  away  with  a  white  film  of  a  handkerchief  you 
girls  hemmed  for  him,  his  ^eetion  was  twice 
answered,  and  he  was  content.  His  eyelids 
closed  down,  his  breathings  grew  regular,  he  had 
fallen  asleep,  and  I  thought  it  was  toe  picture  of 
the  "  Soldier's  Dream"  over  a^ain. 

You  hear  of  the  mal-appropnation  of  your  gifts ; 
but  never  foari  one  gnua  may  MU  but  two  will 
spring  up  and  blossom  into  forget-me-note.  Your 
work  is  everywhere.  Qo  with  me  t»  that  tent 
standing  apart.  It  is  the  dead-house  tent  Four 
beys  in  their  brown  blankete,  Ibur  White  wood 
cefens,  four  labek,  with  four  names  on  four  still 
breasts.  Two  of  the  four  garments  the  sleepers 
wear  aw  of  linen  from  your  stores,  stitched  by 
your  fingers.  Yerily,  the  Ladies'  Mdiers'  Aid 
Seeietiee  sh<^d  be  named  "  Mary,"  for  are  they 
net,  Uke  her  of  old,  the  **  last  at  the  areas,  and  the 
eaiAest  at  tlie  grave  "  P 

**  When  ean  I  go  home,  doctor? *  is  the  ques- 
tion forever  shapM  by  the  lips  and  asked  by  the 
eyee  ea  he  goes  his  daily  reonds.  There  was  a 
train  of  cars  at  last,  ^  box  ears  ^-cattle  cars  — 
if  yen  like  it  better,  «—>  drawn  up  opnoute  the  hos- 
pitel  at  nine  o'clock,  aa  the  four  nundred  poor 


194 


REBELLION  SBOOED,   1862-64. 


boys,  latney  bandaged,  supported,  carried  outrigbt, 
came  over  the  bill  to  take  the  train.  It  was  the 
wounded  brigade,  and  three  of  etery  fire  wore 
some  token  of  woman's  remembranoe  —  ^  jtm 
loving  kindness.  It  was  announced  to  them  on 
the  night  before  that  they  were  to  go  tit  flre,  and 
there  was  no  sleep  for  ^oy.  Some  of  them  had 
actually  watched  the  night  Mit  in  the  open  afr, 
like  the  Chddean  sbepherds,  lest  by  settle  chance 
the  train  should  go  without  them.  But  they  were 
hopeful  and  heartftil,  for  they  would  go  by  and 
by.  That  wounded  brigade  made  my  ej'es  dhn 
as  they  came;  no  "pomp  and  circumstance" 
now,  no  martial  step,  no  rustfing  banners  and 

f learning  arms.  I  inould  have  been  less  than 
uman  had  I  not  swallowed  my  heart  tH  day  as 
I  thought  of  that  brigade,  thegrandest  body  of 
men  I  ever  saw  in  my  life.  Well,  the  cars  were 
floored  with  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  we  moved 
slowly  away,  and  I  must  tell  you  that  all  the  way 
along  that  weary  ride  of  twenty  hours  to  Nash- 
ville, it  was  the  thoughtfhl  gin  of  woman  that 
kept  their  hearts  up.  Not  on  the  field  of  Chick- 
amau^a,  not  in  the  woods  of  Alabama,  not  on  the 
train  m  Tennessee  could  I  get  out  of  sight  of  the 
Sanitarv  Commission,  the  Florenee  Nightingales 
of  the  North-west.  I  want  to  describe  that  ride 
to-day,  but  cannot^:  hbw  they  waited  hours  till  a 
Major-Oeneral*8  swift,  commodious  ear  should 
pass ;  how  they  crept  rfong  at  the  rear  of  every- 
thing aHve.  n  !s  worth  a  chanter,  and  it  shall 
have  it.  And  so,  my  sisters,  I  have  given  you  a 
hand's  breadth  of  the  shadowwhieh  that  sunshine 
of  yours  has  pierced  and  glorified  like  the  coming 
of  morning.  When  to  the  grand  eternity  of  the 
historic  page  the  scenes  amid  which  we  wait  and 
labor  have  passed,  the  heart  of  the  worid  will 
warm  to  the  women  of  the  North-west ;  soldierly 
darfifig  and  womanly  deeds  will  be  blended  to- 
gether foreter ;  the  kiss  of  the  daughters  will  not 
stain  the  sword  of  the  sons ;  the  violet,  lily,  and 
laurel  will  bloom  immortal  together,  and  the  lost 
Eden  of  old  will  smile  once  more  on  the  map  of 
the  globe.  B.  F.  T. 


Doc.  W. 

THE  SOUTHSRir  PRISONS. 

CHAPI.AIN  JAXBi  BAB¥ST*8  AflOOUNT.* 

Who£1»:»  aiay  fim^  tbe  inleieate  and  the 
^lorv  of  our  oominoB  oouotrjb  the  soldieri  irhiAnr 
in  the  fiiaid  or  ia  the  priaoB»  never  forgets  it  or 
forgets  us.  And  whoever  yay  forget  the  loved 
ones  ai  liosie»  thoae  upoa  the  field  end  itt  the 
prison  never  £mpt  thasL  1  httie  hewd  uuusy 
prayers  in  the  l4bh|r  Prison,  and  whoever  was 
ofieriug  prayer,  whether  a  ChenlMn,  Captain,  lieu- 
tenant, Saiyoii,  Coionelror  Lieutemnt^Coloaei, 
Major  or  Bijgadier-Qeneial,  (for  we  bad  a  Jin- 
gadier-Geniral  theie  that  ofiered  publie  paaytr  an 
die  prisoi^)  aU  the  pxiaoners  wfoe  willing  to  hear, 
and  when  they  invoked  the  divine  bleasiBg  for 


*  Oiren  in  a  Lecture  ct  Piqua,  Ohio. 


the  lofed  ones  at  home,  hi  spite  of  all  sdf-con- 
trol  a  leer  woald  gnther  in  fSi^  eyes,  and  there 
would  be  tremof  fn  the  voiae  as  they  remembered 
those  that  were  Aor  away.  As  we  aiv  here  to- 
night, not  in  prison,  but  ttnder  Ihe  «^  of  the 
stars  and  stripes,  permiMed^  scirtovnd  our  own 
firesides  and  oaf  own  ftltars,  should  we  not  re- 
member the  brave  sotdtevs*  Who  wooid  be- 
grudge the  smtll  pfttance  that  we  give  to  the  Aid 
Society  P  We  faaTe  had  some  good  singhig  here 
to-nMit  f  hare  heeid  a  good  deal  S[  singin? 
in  Lioby  Prison  \  I  ha<ve  heard  three  handr^,  I 
presume,  jom  in  the  ehoma  of  **  John  Brown's 
sosri  h  marching  on.'*'  The  rebel  eAoers  did  not 
like  ^a,  and  sometfmea,  when  we  mede  them 
angry,  theyshuteff  the  sapply  of  water,  and  then 
we  had  none  to  cook  with  or  to  drink.  Some- 
times when  we  oilmded  them  hf  singin;^  ^e 
8tar-8^ngied  Banner,  the  Red,  White,  and  Blue, 
or,  '■We  afe  oonhig.  Father  Abraham,  Six 
Hundred  Thousand  mere,"  (for  we  OMde  the  prison 
ring,)  they  wotdd  refbse  to  bring  im  up  any  wood 
to  cook  with,  send  then  we  had  many  tiaes  to  go 
wfttiont  our  breahfttsti ;  but  stBl  we  kept  up  the 
muale. 

'  When  ft  man  hae  been  faipriaened  it  is  not  an 
uncommon  thin^  to  inqofre  how  lie  got  there, 
how  he  happened  to  be  eaptmvd,  and  why  he  did 
not  make  his  escape  with  ^e  rest  i  wlU  nay  to 
you  that  I  remained  behhid,  when  the  retreat  from 
winehester  took  place,  by  the  orders  of  Colonel 
Keiffer,  ^e  colonel  of  mv  reghnent,  (the  One 
Hundred  and  Tenth,)  and  vnien  Uiey  had  determin- 
ed to  ent  thehr  way  out,  it  was  the  request  of  the 
Colonel  that  I  should  stav  behind  and  see  to  gather- 
ing up  and  burying  the  €ead  and  takhig  care  of  the 
wounded.  I  may  remark  here,  tbflt  having  re- 
mained behind,  I  saw  a*  good  deal  aore  of  the 
rebels  and  rebeldom  than  I  otherwise  shotttd  have 
done.  I  can  assure  yon  thai  the  rebels  came  up 
iSnfongh  Wlnc^ster  IHte  the  hieuata  of  Egypt. 
They  came  exceedingly  ^ck.  Not  less  than 
thirty^five  thousand  invested  the  plaoe,  and  it  was 
told  me  that  they  had  eighty  pieeee  of  cannon  in 

Sosittbn.  How  nnmy  they 'really  had  or  used  I 
o  not  know.  Itiese  rebels  passed  throngh  on 
their  way  np  to  Fennsylranla.  Ottr  entire  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded  was  about  three  hundred. 
The  loss  of  the  rebds  in  killed  and  wounded  was 
about  om  thousand  three  hundred ;  eo  that  their 
h)ss  was  over  four  to  our  one.  Alter  our  forces 
left  on  Monday  morning  llie  rebels  oatne  in,  and 
I  saw  m  Ghm^ral  nkb  up  to  the  fort  and  pull  down 
the  stars  and  stripes  and  hoist  the  rebel  flag  in 
its  piaee.  This  was  a  pretty  hard  sight  to  look 
upon.  I  'Was  engaffed  in  baxying  the  deed  around 
the  town  of  Winchester,  but  in  spite  of  all  that 
I  was  able  to  do,  I  presume  that  some  of  our  men 
never  found  a  buriik,  and  whfle  the  rebels  gather- 
ed up  and  took  back  their  wounded  to  what  they 
caUed  the  Louisiana  hospital,  some  three  mile's 
upon  oer  right,  I  do  not  knew  of  tiMsr  paving 
any  attention  at  idl  to  o«r  aoMtim  around  Win- 
ehester.  Upon  enr  cflMreme  r^^lit,  where  the 
Twelfth  Virginia  regiment,  and  Om  Hundred  and 
Twenty-thurd  and  part  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
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Tenth  regimeDt  fougiit  on  SatunlajPi  some  of  evr 
men  were  kiiled,  and  I  bavo  baon  loM,  estan  by 
•winai  and  I  balievo-it  to  be  ttuab^  Afbur  apaad- 
ing  tbraa  da^  in  connaction  with  anv  own  hoapi- 
tai  in  gatfaaoBg  up  tha  wonndad,  I  tend  m  the 
dead  loom  ol  ana  af  our  boMiitali  fiira  flMii«  who 
were  lying  in  •  state  of  iwaaoipoailum.  The 
noraaa  toM  ma  thay  aeuM  not  b«  handled  or 
taken  oat,  aa  tho  ateiM^  waa  raah  that  the  Toom 
could  aot  be  anterad.  I  imnMdiateijr  wont  to  an 
old  Garman«  who  had  toodahad  ua  wkh  aoffins 
wban  ov  ftxraaa  had  paaaasaioa  af  Winehaatar, 
and  aagaflad  aoffina  froa  hiin»  whtah  I  oarriad  on 
my  ahoiiYdaw  to  tha  hoapitaL  Tboaa  whoae 
buBiaaaa  k  waa  to  sttaod  la  this  niailtav  af  banal 
Tefuaed  to  do  k,  and  I  had  to  uaa  ai^  anthoriiy, 
and  aay  that  the  thing  asaat  ba  dana,  and  that  it 
should  ha  d«ia»  I  got  a  detail  ^t  our  awn  men 
from  the  pravoat  manhaly^and  wa  dii^  gMres  and 
boxiad  thaae  mask  I  woihad  at  Wincbaalsr  from 
Moaday  awMmiag  nndl  Sanuday  aftamooB  —  and 
tbia  waa  tha  irst  I  had  aean  of  tha  provoat  mar- 
shid,  whan  I  had  sailed  upan  tann  for  a  detail  af 
men  to  dig  thosa  grwvaa  and  bury  thaae  nan. 
He  ordered  ma  to  report  to  bim  to-morrow,  and 
tben  the  nest  day. 

On  fiatnrday,  when  i  reported  to  him,  ha  aaid 
thara  wna  a  obsffge  ptafisived  against  me.  Ue 
tben  lead  tha  ehsige.  The  man  who  prelorred 
tbe  ehaiga  waa  in  an  alining  ream  andl  had  an 
intarriaw  wjlh  him.  He  said  that  I  had  aeat  his 
oegio  girlto  Ohio.  I  told  bim  ibad  nnthing  to  do 
wiui  aand&ig  his  nagra  girl  away.  After  having 
some  oonwsatioB  with  him^  ha  toid  me  that  if  I 
would  engage  to  return  thai  negro  girl  to  him  it 
would  ba  Si  n^*  1  told  him  it  would  ba  as 
much  an  kapoaaibility  lor  ase  toretum  the  negro 
girl  na  to  go  to  Ohio  and  gather  up  any  ether  free 
girl  mmk  bring  her  down  and  give  her  to  him.  I 
bad  niithii^  to  do  with  the  mattof^  and  did  not 
know  wfaaie  ^W^^  ^wt>  aad  ooold  nataaka  any 
such  pfomiae.  Ha  then  infosmad  ma  that  if  I  did 
not  ratnm  hia  giii  he  would  hold  me  reapansibk. 
I  toid  hia  that  he  might  d»  so,  but  I  had  nothing 
to  da  witfi  hia  ^1,  and  it  waa  out  of  my  power 
to  aaMuin  har.  The  ^ovoet  aiarsbal  then  mid 
that  my  pwoia  wna  fevokad,  and  ha  aideaed  me 
ondat  anaati  and  under  a  obaige  «f  bi^naaa  I 
waa  tahoo  balbea  Qeneral  Sarlv,  and  was  ndbrmed 
that  \m  tha  kwa  oi  aaase  of  tha  Southern  atatos 
tbe  alfcnea  §m  wUah  I  maa  nhatyd  waa  pnakb- 
able  with  daaih$  that  men  mere  hung  tor  anah 
elEnieaa,  mid  I  onght  to  ba.    Alhar  leamng  Gten 


etal  Karly,  mMbff  aharge  of  bayonets,  I  gathered 
up  two  nIniihitB  and  rolled  them  un,  for  I  bad 
nothing  ^aa»  my  ebthing  having  att  bean  eap- 
turad.  I  alaa  took  the  only  Bible  that  was  thare. 
1  mhad  nanniaaian  of  tha  yrovoat  mawhnl  to  look 
among  limhmgHgii  fot  mV  vaMsa,  but  this  paimis- 
sion  wna  nimmd  m&  1  gathered  up  my  two 
blanhaCfl^  and  tnppnsed  that  Iwaa  to  go  into  soaae 
plaaa  aJ-nanfciMnent  in  Winahaalar  i  hot  inatead 
of  that»  I  aoon  diaaowrad  that  thaae  waa  abraady 
in  Una  of  mamb  out  of  tha  town  aoma  fiva  or  six 
hundred  in  nambar,  and  with  them  I  waa  atarted 
on  my  aazch  towards  Bachmond.    The  provost 


mMTsfaal  told  me  that  my  destiny  was  to  be  deliv- 
ered over  to  the  eivil  autnocities  to  be  tried  for  the 
offenaa*  I  knew  what  the  laws  of  Virginia  were 
in  rsgard  to  tins  matter,  and  I  knew  at  the* same 
time  that  thrare  waa  no  truth  or  havasty,  no  jus- 
tice or  humanity  in  tiie  boaom  of  xahel^  I  knew 
chat  there  was  nothing  for  ma  to  expect  from 
them  eitbeit  in  tha  way  of  jnstiae  or  namanity. 
My  only  hope,  than,  was  in  the  strong  arm  of 
our  government.  As  I  had  seen  thousands  upon 
thousaada  of  Con&darates  going  up  into  Pennsvl- 
vaoia,  I  did  not  know  what  the  seank  aaight  be. 
I  was  aonsiderably  gloomy  and  downcast  in  my 
mind.  Same  of  our  soldiers  and  oftaars  were 
maiahad  out  on  the  road,  whete  they  lay  down 
upon  tha  bare  ground,  and  snent  die  night  in  a 
dvavcbiag  man,  witbout  hardiy  any  blankets  or 
niatoathm.  Many  were  left  in  the  duat  and  heat 
tor  thaae  daya  beibra  they  were  taken  out,  and 
wkhout  blanketa,  or  provisions,  or  anytbing  to 
make  tbam  aaoidSortoolab  When  tbey  lay  down 
at  night  thay  lay  down  in  tha  dust,  and  when  they 
rose  in  the  mormng  tbey  wem  in  the  duat,  and 
among  tbia  number  wave  twelve  w  fifteen  lei^ec- 
table  women  whoaa  haabands  were  serving  in  tbe 
arngr.    They  VMrra  not  camp-fblh)wers,  but  re- 

rctabla  woman,  and  they  were  arewded  into 
t  Isrt  with  tiioea  threo  to  fiMr  thousand  men. 
Sttoh  exacts  af  pity  I  never  saw  befiore.  There 
they  lay  in  the^  duat  of  %  crowded  lore,  with  noth- 
ing to  nroteot  them,  nothiag  to  eat,  and  nothing 
to  drink,  (for  the  water  gave  out  in  the  cisterns,) 
ttd  they  were  nearly  fmnished  for  water.  I  was 
at  tha  eutranoe  of  the  tet,  before  my  arrest,  when 
the  huabands  of  these  waaoan  ware  marobed  out. 
Thev  started  out  wkhlhemy  but  were  driven  back 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  into  the  £>rt ;  and 
though  they  wept  and  entreated  to  be  permitted 
to  acoampaay  tbaiv  bnsbands,  they  were  kept 
there,  and  sent  to  Rkhmond  in  the  same  gang  m 
which  I  was  sent.  I  saw  thaaa  woocmni  on  the 
march  for  fiichmond,  lymg  on  the  bare  ground 
and  in  the  dranGhmg  rain.  That  ia  the  way  the 
Confsdaratea  treat  our  seldiera  and  our  women. 

The  speaker  here  related  an  incident  of  the 
daughtsr  of  a  wealthy  merchant  kr  Winchester, 
who  had  faUan  ia  Uva  with  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
Eighty-aeventh  Fannaylvania  regimeot,  and  had 
married  hin^  and  akar  the  battle  bad  asked  per- 
SMSsion  to  enter  the  fmrt  to  look  lor  her  husband, 
who  fertnnntely  bad  not  haan  eaptuaad.  Said  the 
commander,  *'Is  yoor  husband  in  tha  Federal 
army  P  How  aama  he  t^  be  4haM^  "  '*  Why/' 
aaid  she,  "  he  waa  there  when  I  married  him.'' 
«•  You,"  said  he,  "  a  high^m  Sonrthem  ktdy, 
marry  a  Federal  aldinri  Ain't  yon  aahamed  of 
yowpMrif  ?  "  With  •  look  of  as  mneh  im^gnation 
m  tha  oountmmnae  aa  I  ever  aaar  in  the  counte- 
nance of  any  kdy  in  my  hfr,  she  aaaweaad  him, 
"  No,  sir  f  I  am  proad  of  him."  In  a  short  time 
an  ambnkmee  was  aant  to  har  fhtiiei^  honaa,  and 
aha  waa  notiflad  that  imiuaiilhUtil)  sbo  must  get 
teto  it  and  atart  fhr  Rkhmond.  6he  could  not 
stay  withm  dte  rahel  linaa.  She  imiat  be  sent 
nerdk  Tho  lady  who  vraa  pvond  of  har  Federal 
soldier  sat  down  flat  in  the  ambulance,  and  rode 
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ninety-two  miles  to  Staunton.  I  tfaall  never  for- 
£^et,  after  we  left  Stannton,  the  renvks  of  thie 
lady.  At  neaiiy  every  etatioii  that  we  oane  to, 
the  rebela  erowded  upon  the  ^atforaa  le  see 
these  monlRMa  ereatures  ealbd  x  ankeea.  After 
we  commeiMed  our  mwch  fron  WiniheBter,  we 
reached  Stauoloa,  ninet^4wo  milea»  in  fonr  days. 
The  first  loaf  of  hiead  we  bought  we  paid  two 
doUara  fer,  and  we  paid  the  aame  miee  Ibr  a  tittle 
buckelibl  of  raiUu  At  night  we  nad  a  atiek  ai 
wood  or  a  etone  for  a  imow.  When  wn  sent 
rebel  priaoaeri  to  Martmabnig,  Iwenty-lhree 
miles,  we  aant  then  in  wagons ;  but  here  were 
Lieutenanl-Cokmels,  Cantaipa,  Chaplains,  and  Sniv 
geons  maiehsd  the  whole  distanea  on  foot,  exeapt 
when  one  of  the  gaaids  ^t  tirad  of  riding,  and 
would  let  some  one  ride  hia  horse  a  short  distanee. 
We  arrived  in  Riehmond  towards  night,  mi  a  dnrii, 
driszly,  daran  day,  and  there  w#  were  separated 
from  the  laoies  who  went  down  with  us.  The 
ladies  were  sent  to  Castle  Thunder,  and  we  wove 
sent  to  Libby  Priaeik  This  Libby  Prison  stands 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  James  River,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  eity  of  Riehmondt  and  gets  its 
name  from  the  ibrmer  ewnesn  of  the  building, 
*'  Libby  &  (tai.*  It  ww  formerly  need  ibr  a 
tobaeoo  house.  It  is  a  hnilding  of  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  Ihet  on  the  sttnet,  and  one 
hundred  feet  baok,  and  is  three  stories  high. 
There  are  nine  rooms, /ail  about  of  a  sisa.  I 
ehould  suppose  that  hi  ite  baasment  there  are  an 
equal  numoer  of  rooraa*  There  is  not  a  sash  nor 
a  glass  in  a  window  in  that  huilding,  with  the 
exception  of  the  one  room  that  has  been  need  for 
the  hospital.  I  presmne  onr  oflioars  who  are 
there  to-day,  while  we  «to  here  ocHnfortabte  in 
this  room,  are  wiUioot  either  sash  or  gkss  in  the 
windows.  In  the  room  that  I  was  in,  which  was 
one  hundred  feet  long  by  fifty  fiBet  wide,  there 
were  fifteen  openings  for  wiadows^hut  no  sash  or 
glass  in  any  or  tiiam. 

We  were  oondncted  into  tlie  office  of  tliat 
building,  Captam  Turner's  room.  (By  the  by, 
let  me  say  to  ynn,  that  if  ever  Captain  Turner 
falls  into  Uke  hands  of  any  of  ^e  Union  officers 
that  have  been  confined  in  thait  prison  it  will  be 
a  sad  dny  ftnr  him.)  He  is  a  man  that  is  entirelv 
devoid  of  humanity.  There  is  not  a  good  stresR 
in  him,-  from  the  ends  of  his  toes  eiear  up  to  the 
ends  of  his  hafr.  He  has  another  man  under  his 
contrd  who  nets  as  inapeQlor,  who  is  •■  mean  a 
man  as  crver  the  Lord  let  five  anywhere,  «nd,  as 
they  say  down  in  Osalie  Thunder,  if  the  devil 
does  not  get  him  there  Is  no  use  in  having  a 
devil.  When  we  arrived  at  this  oflee  they  took 
us  into  another  room,  where  tiM  process  of  seaseh- 
i»g  ooHNnenoed.  They  took  our  gum  blankets 
and  all  oor  money,  provided  we  did  not  liide  it. 
Some  of  tliem  hid  their  money,  and,  by  keeping 
it  out  of  sight,  they  sueceeded  ita  taking  it  into 
prison  with  raem .  Prom  me  they  recei^  ninety- 
one  doMars  in  greenbacks.  They  gave  ■»  a  re- 
ceipt, and  stated  to  m  that  i^  onr  money  shovld 
be  returned  to  us  wiwn  we  left  the  prison.  But 
it  so  happened,  as  they  said,  thi^  they  got  a  de- 
spatch only  an  hour  tiiefore  we  had  to  leave,  and 


aii  our  money  was  in  the  handa  of  the  quarter- 
maater,  and'  he  was  at  the  other  end  of  the  town ; 
and,  with  all  the  food  wishss  tev  had  for  me, 
and  my  lelinw  siuqplaina,  ami  nnioii  as  liiey  pro- 
ihssed  to  desire  the  ininm  of  the  mnney,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  do  it  Bo  me  oame  off  without 
thtf  money.  fA  voice — **!  tiinnght  dMj  did  not 
like  greenhaeks."]  They  ave  as  greedy  »r  green- 
baeks  as  a  pig  is  for  green  eom.  I  tell  you  that 
the  guards  of  tha  prison  wonid  roH  up  Confeder- 
nss  money,  and  put  litlk  stones  In  it,  so  that  they 
ennid  tinww  it,  and  we  weidd  throw  down  green- 
basks  in  exchange.  They  were  pnnished  severely 
if  OHoght  at  it,  but  with  all  their  can,  and  every- 
thing they  oonld  do  t»  stop  it,  we  eoold  get  all 
the  mottt^  exahanged  timt  we  had ;  and  if  we 
had  had  ten  limes  as  mnch  we  eoald  Ittve  got  it 
exehangsd.  As  a  punishment,  th^  mdoeed  some 
officers  to  tiw  ranks,  and  did  nil  that  it  was  pos- 
sible to  do  to  stop  the  cireulation  af  grsanhacks  ; 
ftir  whenever  a  Confederate  geta  greenhncks 
enetngh  to  nay  Ins  way  out,  he  is  limost  snro  to 
desert;  ana  that  is  one  reason  why  they  wish  to 
keep  greenbacks  away  from  them. 

When  wo  wetn  seanhed  we  were  sent  up  stairs, 
and  there  I  heard  one  cry  I  shail  never  forget,  as 
it  rung  in  my  ears :  «*FreshfiA!  freshfish!"  I 
thought  we  wnm  to  havo'fine  living  if  lae  were  to 
have  fresh  fish  every  day  ,*  hot  as  soon  as  I  got  up 
I  fiwnd  that  we  were  the  feesh  feih  they  were 
talking  about  When  we  entsmd  ^m  prison  we 
were  caMed  Milroy's  thieves,  for  the?  had  a  terri- 
ble spite  at  Milroy.  They  said  if  they  had  only 
got  him  they  would  liave  torn  Mm  in  pieces. 
Seeing  tiiat  they  had  not  got  Milroy,  they  must 
havn  somebody  upon  whom  to  vent  their  spite. 
Whan  Colonel  Streight  was  first  hrongfat  in  they 
vented  their  spite  on  him.  The  Qovernor  of 
Alabama  issued  a  requisition  ^at  Cofonel  Btreight 
and  aU  his  ofikevs  shooid  be  deMreredosnr  to  the 
civil  anthnritiea,  to  be  tried  by  tim  laws  of  Ala- 
bama, and  enecuted.  They  endeavored  to  intimi- 
date Item.  Wellt  when  we  eame  in  they  ehanjged 
their  apita  from  Colonel  Stre^ht  to  Miferay's  men. 
They  were  all  bad  men.  Thev  most  not  buy  a 
single  thi%.  We  unst  not  ouy  any  eoiba,  or 
tea,  or  sc^ar,  or  bread,  or  anytiring  at  ali;  They 
were  going  ta  put  us  on  tlie  scantiest  raliona  and 
the  strictest  diicfplifia.  They  wefw  very  angry 
towards  ns.  The  first  seene  that  I  witneased  in 
Lihhy  Prison  made  a  alRmg  imprearfonnpon  me. 
A  suigeon,  Dr.  Pieroe,afine  yotiB^  mafrUmt  had 
travelled  with  me  on.  the  mareh  from  Winchester 
down  to  Stannton,  and  fit»m  fllawnton  to^IAbby 
Prison,  and  after  we  lud  got  there,  on  a  hot  day 
in  June,  sat  down  in  the  window  and  put  hia  head 
out  to  breathe  the  fresh  air.  The  guard  an  the 
street,  passing  by,  ordered  liim  to  take  his  head 
in,  hot  he  did  not  hear  him.  It  wns  add  tliat  the 
gnard  repeated  liie  order,  hut  he  did  not  hear 
him.  I  heard  the  cradL  of  a  mndtet,  and  saw  the 
buUet  str^e  iu  tlie  sleeper  jotst,  j«Ht  six>ve  Dr. 
Piflna^  By  the  good  providensa  of  Ond,  it  barely 
missed  him.  I  asanre  yon  we  took  care  bow  we 
put  our  heads  ottt  of  the  windows  after  that.  At 
Castle  Lightning,  opposite  to  Castle  Thunder,  a 
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guard  fired  upoa  a  soldier  at  th«  window,  the  ball 
taking  effect  in  tbe  ann»  and  bs  was  brought  to 
the  ho^itaL 

The  second  scene  that  I  witnessed  in  Libhy 
PrisoiH  was  the  seleotion  of  Canlains  Sawyer  and 
Fiynn,  to  be  exeouted  in  the  piaae  of  those  two 
that  were  shot  for  recruiting  within  ear  lines  by 
the  order  of  General  Bumside.  An  order  came 
into  our  xooms  that  ail  the  captains  shoidd  report 
below,  and  these  was  a  ^y  time  aaoong  them. 
They  said,  Now  we  are  gomg  to  be  paMMd,  and 
go  home.  There  was  a  smile  upon  every  eounte- 
nonce,  and  we  said  to  one  another,  don't  you  wish 
you  was  a  Captain.  I  da  I  would  like  to  leave 
this  place  and?  go  home*  Seventy-five  captains^ 
with  light  hearts  and  happy  conntenanees,  psssed 
down  stairs  into  one  of  the  low^  rooms.  When 
thev  got  down  theie,  one  of  the  officecs  came  in 
with  an  order  from  General  Winder^  Aat  from 
this  numbed  thai  eonfmed  in  Libby  Prison,  two 
were  to  be  selected  by  lot  to  be  exeoutsd  in  retal- 
iation for  the  two  that  were  shot  by  General 
Bumside.  They  stood  there  sfound  the  loom  in  a 
circle.  A  box  was  placed  in  the  centre,  and  in 
that  box  was  put  the  lots.  Two  of  the  chaplains 
in  tbe  prison  with  me  came  down  to  witness  the 
drawing  of  these  lots.  Old  FaUier  Brown,  a  man 
whose  bead  is  almost  as  white  as  snow.  Chaplain 
o£  the  Sixth  Maryland  regiment,  was  the  man 
who  was  to  draw  the  lots.  The  lots  fellu]ion 
Captain  Flvnn  and  Captain  Sawyer:  one  was 
from  New  Jersey  and  the  other  from  Indiana.  I 
did  think  th^  that  it  was  eoEoeedingly  singolar 
that  as  New  Jersey  and  Indiana  had  been  more 
Butternut  than  anv  two  other  states,  that  the  lot 
should  fall  upon  them.  I  thought  it  something 
singular,  and  so  it  was.  I  hope  these  states  have 
since  redeemed  themselvea.  The  lots  were  drawn 
and  the  captains  returned.  There  was  a  solem- 
nity upon  the  countenances  of  the  oa^taina  that  I 
never  saw  upon  the  countenances  of  men  befoca. 
To  go  into  the  battte^field,  and  stand  befoie  the 
cannon's  mouth  and  before  musketry,  and  even  to 
shout  in  the  ehaige  and  die  upon  the  battle-field, 
seems  to  be  something  glorious,  and  men  go  into 
it  with  spirit  and  with  nerve;  but  to  be  drawn 
hy  lot,  and  deliberately  execiUed,  was  something 
for  a  brave  man  to  face.        • 

I  saw  meUf  who  had  braved  every  danger,  quail 
under  the  idea  of  being  thus  seleoitad  for  exeon^ 
tion. 

These  men  hav«  never  been  executed  vet,  and 
they  nevwr  wilL  For  our  govenunent  holds  Gen- 
eral Lee  and  Captain  Winder  in  their  stead,  and 
we  say  to  them,  lust  as  you  deal  with  Flynn  and 
Sawver  ao  we  wul  deal  with  Lee  and  Winder. 

TSe  third  apene  that  transpired  in  Libby 
Prison  was  in  regaid  to  Colonel  Powell,  who,  in 
an  engagement  with  the  rebels,  had  been  shot 
throu^  the  breast,  and  it  was  supposed  that  he 
would  dieb  The  Confederates  came  upon  him 
where  he  was  lying  in  his  gore,  and  wanted  to 
butcher  him  in  cold  blood.  &e  was  sent  to  Bich- 
mond  and  ]{ut  into  the  hospitoL  He  had  been 
in  tbe  hospital  about  two  weeks,  when  the  man 
Turner  took  him  down  into  the  basement  of  the 


building,  and  opened  the  door  of  a  dark  damp 
cell,  aM  said  to  himi  "  Get  in  there."  Colonel 
Powell  said,  "  Sir,  feu:  what  am  I  to  be  put  in 
there?"    Tumer  said,  "God  d — n  you,  get  in 


there !  you  wjtt  know  befiwe  you  get  out  what 
yeu  are  m  there  for."  He  went  into  the  cell,  and 
we  got  word  of  it  in  the  upper  part  of  the  build- 
ing»  and  one  of  our  number  got  down  below,  and 
Colonel  Powell  got  a  chance  to  send  a  slip  of 
paper  to  us,  aaying,  "lam  here  in  a  cell ;  I  have 
nothing  to  read;  I  have  only  a  few  leaves  of 
Matthew,  whidi  I  have  got  by  heart.  I  can  hear 
you  pray  and  sing  up  there  in  the  officers'  room. 
I'rav  louder  and  sinfp  louder :  i  want  to  hear  you." 
Well,  we  be|^  to  mqnire  how  he  came  to  be  in 
this  eelL  Finallv,  we  asked  General  Winder  why 
he  was  in  the  4)elL  The  General  replied  tfaat  he 
did  not  know  why  it  was^  and  General  Jones 
knew  nothing  about  it ;  and  said  he  had  given 
no  anoh  order.  Our  govtnunent,  after  a  time, 
got  word  of  it,  and  they  infooned  the  lehels  that 
unless  Colonel  Povrall  was  released  from  that  cell, 
an  officer  of  equal  rank  would  be  put  iathe  same 
condition ;  and  then  Colonel  PeweU  same  out  of 
the  oell,  having  been  put  there  sinwlv  upon  Tur- 
ner's authority',  and  beeauae  he  had  toe  power  to 
do  it.  A  tTuetf  better,  and  nobler  man  never 
lived.  A  better  snldier  never  drew  a  eword  in 
battle.  His  regiment  io  the  Second  Virginia 
eavillry.  It  happened  that  the  whole  regiment 
waa  recruited  in  Ohio ;  but  at  that  time  our  gov- 
ernment had  no  need  of  cavalry,  but  was  willing 
to  accept  them  as  a  regimenl  of  infiintry.  They 
crossed  the  Ohio  and  tendered  their  swrvices  to 
Goveraor  Pierpont»  of  Viiginia,  who  veceived 
them  and  commissioned  the  officecs,  eaiiing  them 
the  Second  Virginia  oavalry,  and  in  this  way 
Ohio  loses  in  the  count  one  thousand  two  hundred 
men.  I  have  seen  men  confined  in  the  dungeon 
two  days,  en  bread  and  water,  for  snitti^  on  the 
floor  of  that  old  tohaeco  houses  1  have  seen  a 
member  of  the  Eighty-seventh  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment confined  in  one  of  these  eella  five  weeks, 
until  his  dothas  www  mouldf  • 

In  regard  to  the  charge  agsinat  me.  They  said 
there  was  abundanoe  of  evidence  against  me,  but 
I  was  sufGered  to  go  with  the  other  chaplainst  and 
I  never  heard  muck  more  abooi  the  eharge. 
They  permitted  me  to  fore  as  well  as  the  rest  of 
the  officers,  and  to  choose  the  soft  side  of  a  plank 
to  sleep  on.  When  a  IHend  eame  in  to  aec  us  we 
oould  not  ofier  him  n  chair  or  a4tool|  we  had  to 
sit  on  the  floor. 

Among  our  number  in  prison  we  had  one  who 
amused  mmself  in  sketohmg«  He  would  eketch 
the  newcomer  in  his  first  obsenatien  of  the 
prison  $  nexty  aa  he  sat  down  to  medilata  on  his 
condition }  then*  with  a  rebel  paper  in  his  hands 
reading  rebel  news ;  then,  disgusted  with  rebel- 
dom,  as  he  kid  himself  down  to  seek  some  icpose. 
These  he  lay,  cteetohed  on  the  flnor,  perhaps  with- 
out a  .blanknt,  snd  a  stick  of  wood  for  a  pillow. 
There  he  lay  down  to  mpose.  Next  he  made  a 
discovery,  iod  that  was,  that  there  was  one  of 
those  great  graybaoks  at  work,  about  as  big  as  a 
large  grain  of  wheat.    We  understood  the  gray- 
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back  process  pretty  welL  The  Castie  Hmnder 
poetry  said  that  the  lice  were  so  big  that  they 
themaelves  became  lousy.    , 

On  the  fourth  day  of  July  we  determined,  in 
Libby  Prison,  to  have  a  eelebratioa,  and  by  odds 
and  ends  and  scraps  among  the  officers  then 
in  Libby  Prison,  we  gathered  together  material 
enough  to  make  a  Union  flag — the  stars  an^ 
stripes.  We  had  to  make  it  very  secretly.  We 
then  appointed  our  committees,  and  had  corre- 
spondents, one  from  one  of  the  CincianatipaperB, 
and  one  from  the  New  York  Tribune.  We  had 
men  of  talent,  and  we  drew  up  a  set  of  resolutions, 
and  had  everything  in  reaataess  in  one  of  the 
unper  rooms,  with  our  flag  spread  out  over  us, 
when  up  came  a  rebel  surgeon  and  pulled  down 
our  flag,  and  vetoed  everything  that  wa  had  in 
progress — and  we  had  to  submit  to  it 

Many  ask  us  what  we  had  to  est  in  prison. 
The  officers  drew  a  half-ration  loaf  of  breaa  every 
day,  and  three  ounces  of  meat.  The  officers  had 
meat  that  was  fit  to  eat,  although  none  of  the  fat- 
test and  best,  but  it  was  not  of  that  kind  of  beeves 
mentioned  in  the  Castle  Thunder  poetry,  that  had 
to  be  killed  to  satm  Ikeir  Uvea.  We  also  got  a 
small  amount  of  rice,  or  some  Uack-eyed  beans. 
The  peas  were  of  a  onions  variety.  They  were 
live  pea9.  Some  of  the  men  did  not  se^m  to  care ; 
they  said  it  made  the  soup  thicker.  For  drink  we 
had  the  pure  extract  of  James  River,  always  warm 
and  never  cold,  sometimes  thick  and  sometimes 
thin.  The  soldiers  confined  on  Belle  Island  are 
neariy  starved,  or  fed  on  tainted  meat  If  a  man 
has  money  he  can  send  out  and  buy  a  barrel  of 
potatoes  for  sixteen  dollars,  a  barrel  of  flour  for 
forty  dollars,  a  pound  of  sugar  for  three  dol- 
lars, a  pound  of  coffise  for  ten  dollars.  On  Belle 
Island  there  are  thousands  of  our  men  without 
clothing  to  keep  them  warm ;  for  when  Uiey  go  into 
a  battle  they  sonwtimeii  lose  their  hate,  or  throw 
off  their  coats,  and  leave  their  blankets,  and  many 
of  these  men  are  destitute  of  sufficient  dothing  to 
keep  them  wars.  At  night  they  He  down  upon 
the  sand,  without  any  taluikets  to  keep  them 
warm,  and  aothing  but  the  greet  canopy  of 
heaven  fiftr  a  covering,  and  the  stare,  as  it  were, 
for  their  candle.  And  there  some  of  our  soldiers 
have  been,  month  after  month,  without  anything 
under  heaven  to  make  lliem  eomfortable.  You 
pity  the  soldiers  in  our  own  hospitals  —  then,  my 
friend,  let  your  pity  go  to  our  soldiers  on  Belle 
Island  They  ace  there  sickening  and  dying  by 
tens,  twenties,  and  by  hundreds.  Here  before 
you  to-niglit,  and  before  Qod,  at  ^niiose  judgment 
bar  I  must  stand,  it  is  mtuder  for  those  Confeder- 
ates to  put  onr  men  tiiere  on  that  island  in  that 
condition,  and  our  government  should  take  some 
step  to  rdieve  those  men  who  are  abeolutely  being 
murdered  in  this  way. 

Isanr  your  townsman,  WHliam  Hayes,  who  was 
on  Belle  Island,  and  had  beeo  brought  from  tlM»re 
to  the  hospital.  He  told  me  of  hts  sufferings. 
Twice  he  was  paroled  to  be  sent  north,  but  he  was 
too  weak  to  go  to  the  depot  Men  who  are  in  the 
hospital  are  put  in  an  ambulance  and  taken  to  the 
depot ;  but  if  they  are  on  Belle  Island  they  must 


walk.  Now  this  man  was  twice  paroled,  but  was 
too  weak  to  walk  to  the  oars  and  was  left  behind. 
Many  of  our  men  become  so  weak  that  a  num- 
ber of  them  join  together  to  help  one  another. 
William  Hayn.  was  brought  to  tne  hospital,  re- 
duced to  a  livlDf^  skeleton,  and  I  obtained  per- 
mission to  visit  hira,  and  learned  of  his  trials  and 
suflerings,  and  received  his  message  to  his  family. 
In  view  ai  eternity  just  before  him  he  was  cheer- 
ful and  contented,  with  the  hope  and  prospect  of 
g^ory  belbre  him.  But,  my  friends,  this  is  only  a 
single  instence  of  the  sacrifice  that  has  been  made, 
not  only  for  our  country,  but  as  a  sacrifiee  to  rebel 
cruelty.  Our  boys  on  that  island,  instead  of  good 
provisions,  get  mule  meat,  or  tainled  meat,  that 
before  it  was  killed  was  as  poor  as  the  turkey  that 
had  to  lean  against  the  gate  post  to  gobble.  Many 
of  those  men  are  ateolutely  starved,  and  left 
without  flielf  water,  or  blankets.  There  are  about 
eight  thousand  brave  men  there,  many  of  them 
from  Ohio,  wliose  sufferings  must  be  terrible. 
Can  you  wonder  that  my  sympathies  go  out  for 
those  suflering  men,  wha  have  become  so  weak 
that  they  can  hardly  stand  upon  their  feet  ? 

Casde  Thunder  is  north-west  from  Libby  Prison, 
and  is  a  place  where  they  confine  both  men  and 
women.  Down  in  one  room  in  GasUe  Thunder 
there  were  three  hundred  men.  This  room  runs 
the  entire  length  of  the  building,  and  was  about 
one  hundred  feet  long.  There  was  one  window 
in  the  end  of  the  room,  and  that  was  closely  cross- 
barred.  There  were  three  hundred  men  confined 
in  this  room,  and  two  of  them  were  in  an  entirely 
nude  stete,  without  one  particle  of  dothing  on 
their  bodies.  They  had  been  there  two  years,  and 
what  little  dodiing  they  had  when  they  first  went 
in  had  worn  out  and  gone,  shred  by  shred,  until 
they  were  in  an  entirdy  nude  condition.  They 
spent  the  winter  by  heating  sawdust  at  the  fiie, 
and  then*  making  a  bed  like  pigs,  they  would  get 
into  it,  and  get  those  who  were  dothed  to  lie 
around  them,  to  keep  them  from  flreezing  during 
the  winter. 

The  floors  of  the  prison  were  covered  with  two 
or  three  foehes  of  sawdust,  and  having  but  one 
window  in  the  room,  only  a  finr  eould  get  to  it  to 
examine  their  dothes,  and,  as  a  consequence,  they 
became  so  covered  ^th  vermin  tiiat  the  rebels 
had  to  teke  them  out  into  the  yard  and  set  their 
negroes  to  serabbing  them^  o£ 

When  the  rebels  heard  that  we  had  prayers  in 
Libby  Prison  they  scouted  the  idea,  ana  came 
out  m  their  papers  against  us,  and  said  that  they 
would  just  as  soon  expect  tfattt  Ood  would  hear 
the  cannibals  pray  as  to  hear  the  thieving  Yan- 
kees; and  they  wondered  at  our  temerity,  and 
referred  me  specially  to  tiie  seoond  chapter  of 
Romans,  twenty-first  verse,  and  advised  me  to 
read  it  before  I  prayed  any  more.  This  verse 
reads,  "  Thou,  therefore,  which  teacbost  another, 
teachest  thou  not  thyself?  thou  that  preachest  a 
man  should  not  steal,  dost  thou  steal?"  Thoy 
thought  to  be  accused  of  stealing  a  negro  was 
a  great  thing ;  and  when  they  thought  they  had  a 
spedal  case  they  wanted  to  make  a  special  example 
of  it.     They  forgot  how  the  rebel  leaders  perjured 
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them^lvea  with  an  oath  upon  them,  to  supfirot  the 
Constitution  of  United  States,  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  i  how  tbev  plotted  treason  against 
the  government,  and  had  stolen  aU  oor  arms, 
robbed  the  treasury,  stolen  our  slups,  forts,  and 
arsenals  from  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  yet  they  accused  me  of  atea£ng,  when  they 
were  the  greatest  thieves  that  ever  trod  on  God's 
footstooL  Men  com^ain  of  Lincoln  tyranny, 
and  they  talk  of  the  Lmcoln  despotism*  This  has 
been  their  hue  and  cry. 

I  tell  you  to-night,  my  friends,  that  thronghout 
the  leitgth  and  breadth  of  the  Southern  Confed- 
eracjr  the  jails  and  penitentiaries  are  full  to  over- 
flowmg.  There  is  not  room  to  put  the  men.  If 
they  had  tried  me  by  t)ie  law  of  Virginia,  and  sen- 
tenced me  to  ten  years'  imprisonment  in  the  pen- 
itentiary in  Bichmond,  they  would  have  had  to 
build  a  room  for  me.  What  is  true  of  Richmond 
is  true  of  the  reat  of  the  South.  The  jaUs  are  full 
of  men  who  love  their  country  adtt  the  stars  and 
stripes ;  men  who  would  not  swear  hy  Jeff  Davis ; 
who  would  not  take  an  oath  to  support  the  South- 
ern Confederacy ;  men  who  prefer  to  lie  in  ^ison 
and  rot,  than  support  such  a  govomment  as  that ; 
and  yet  with  all  this,  thousands  of  good  Union 
men  are  found  in  the  South  besides  those  who 
have  been  imprisoned  for  their  loyalty,  or  mur- 
dered in  cola  blood.  You  talk  about  Lincoln 
despotism !  No  man  ever  lost  his  life  under  Lin- 
coln tyranny.  I  wish  you  knew  something  about 
tyranny.  I  have  seen  them  come  into  onurches, 
where  men  were  quietly  worshippieg,  and  take 
conscripts  out  of  the  church  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet*  and  force  them  into  the  rebel  army ;  take 
them  awav  from  the  house  of  God — take  their 
sons,  brotners,  husbands,  and  maieh  them  off  to 
camp.  Thai  is  the  way  they  do  down  South. 
They  conscript  everything  there :  old  men,  voung 
men,  and  boys,  into  the  anay,  and  they  all  have 
to  go,  or  go  to  prison. 

Now  a  word  about  their  pay.  These  rebel  sol- 
diers get  eleven  dollars  per  month  in  Confederate 
money,  and  a  barrel  of  potatoes  costs  sixteen  dol- 
lars, a  barrel  of  flour  fort?  doUai-^  How  anch 
can  these  rebel  soldiers  do  totrards  supporting 
their  families  ?  Their  wages  amount  to  about  two 
snd  a  half  or  three  cents  per  day  for  their  services, 
and  vet,  by  the  tyranny  of  their  government,  they 
are  forced  from  their  homes  and  weir  families,  into 
the  rebel  ranks. 

Some  of  the  men  of  this  coimtiT  complain  about 
their  heavy  taxes,  and  how  much  they  have  got 
to  pay  to  carry  on  this  war.  The  rebel  is  taxed 
one  tenth  of  all  that  he  may  raise  to  support  the 
government,  and  if  the  government  should  need 
the  balance  they  compel  him  to  sell  it  to  the  gov- 
ernment for  the  price  that  they  see  fit  to  put  on 
it  l*hus  you  see  they  take  one  tenth  without 
tiving  anything,  and  nx  their  own  price  on  the 
wdance,  and  pay  for  it  in  Confederate  money. 
Should  you  ever  come  under  such  a  tyranny  as 
tiiat,  you  will  then  know  what  tyranny  isj  but 
God  forbid  that  you  should  ever  be  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  rebels  under  the  Jeff  Davis  tyranny  j 
and  under  this  tyranny  the  rebel  soldier,  if  he  goes 


forward  he  dies,  and  if  he  turns  back  he  dies. 
Death  stares  him  in  the  &oe  turn  and  look  which 
way  he  will,  and  the  rebel  soldier,  fbr  want  of  suf- 
icient  food,  is  pale  and  haggard,  and  they  look 
gloomy  and  disconsolatei 

The  speaker  then  referred  to  the  determination 
of  the  rebel  leaders  to  push  this  war  to  the  bitter, 
bitter  end,  and  to  use  every  means  in  their  power 
to  eatablish  their  ind^|iendencei  and  he  would  say 
that  the  more  we  do  to  raise  men  and  support  Uus 
administration  and  sustain  the  soTenunent,  the 
sooner  will  this  rebellion  be  put  down.  There  is 
no  other  way  but  to  fight  it  through.  There  is 
no  oeaee  on  this  oontiQent  but  in  the  restoration 
of  tne  Union  and  in  the  suppreaaioR  of  this  rebellion. 

Let  me  say  in  conclusion,  that  when  I  again 
saw  the  stars  and  stripes  floating  in  the  breeze,  it 
was  a  blessed  sight;  and  when  we  were  to  be 
delivered  to  the  United  Statee  authorities,  my 
heart  beat  rapidly.  I  was  nervoua  and  excited. 
I  thought  that  after  all  somethii^  might  come  up, 
and  that  we  might  have  to  be  marehed  back  to 
Libby  Prison.  I  did  not  fu%  decide  the  ques- 
tion then  whether  I  would  die  on  the  spot  or  go 
back. 

The  speaker  then  refeissd  to  the  rebel  soldiery, 
and  believed  that  many  of  them  were  not  true  to 
the  Southi  A&d  only  waited  for  deliverance  from 
their  tyranny ;  and  that  all  over  tiie  South,  as  soon 
as  our  armies  advanced  in  sufficient  force,  thou- 
sands of  Union  men  would  rise  up  and  assert  their 
allegiance  to  the  old  government. 

Among  the  man^  incidents  related  by  the  speak- 
er, we  rttfer  to  a  smgle  instance  of  an  infidel  Sur- 
geon, who  said  that  he  had  never  seen  but  one 
passage  of  Scripture  fulfilled  in  Libby  Prison,  and 
that  was,  *|  Seek  and  ye  skaUfituL"  After  we  had 
been  in  prison  for  some  time,  and  had  been  pray- 
ing for  tne  prison  doors  to  be  opened,  the  Surgeon 
ridiculed  the  idea,  and  said  we  had  been  pray- 
ing a  long  time  that  the  prison  doors  might  be 
opened,  and  that  we  had  got  no  answer  to  our 
prayer  $  while  the  pcospact  was  that  the  surgeons, 
on  account  of  the  great  need  of  their  services  in 
the  army,  would  he  delivered  in  preference  to 
chaplains.  Yet  the  prison  doors  were  opened,  and 
the  chaplains  stepped  out,  while  the  surgeons 
were  left  behind.  I  declare  to  you  to-night,  my 
friends,  that  I  believe  my  deliverance  was  in  an- 
swer to  the  prayers,  of  God's  people  in  my  behalf. 
The  speaker  urged  upon  all  the  value  of  prayer 
for  the  soldiere  and  the  ca|>tives,  and  the  necessity 
of  all  loyal  men  doing  all  lu  their  power  to  assist 
in  alleviating  the  sufferings  of  the  soldiers  who 
are  %hting  the  battles  of  our  country. 


Doc.  11. 

&X.  JOHN'S  BlVia  EXPEDITION. 

SBPOBT  or  LTfiirr.-COUMAITDEK  B&EESE. 

USiiTSD  Statm  QmrnoAT  Ottawa,  I 
Orj^^  Bay  Poxvt,  May  28, 1804.     ( 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of 
the  twenty-second  instant,  1  got  under  way  in 
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this  vemel,  with  th«  Cohinbine  in  company,  and 
proceeded  to  Piookta,  whore  I  had  a  oonsuHation 
with  General  Goidon  on  the  scAjeet  of  tlie  expe- 
dition. It  was  MTanged  Ihal  I  riuMiM  lake  two 
hundred  and  seventy  troops  on  board  lliis  Yessel 
and  one  hundred  on  boud  the  Columbine,  and 

{)rooeed  with  them  opposite  to  Pilalka,  and  there 
and  them :  the  Coluinbine  to  retain  ^irtr  of  hers 
on  board  as  a  gMid.  The  steamer  Honghlon 
acoompanied  us  with  General  Gordon  and  about 
three  hundred  men.  At  4.15  P.  M.  we  arrived  at 
Pilatka,  where  the  tioops  were  disembarked,  and 
the  Golambiiie  and  this  ▼essel  proceeded  up  the 
river.  I  sent  the  Columbine  ahead,  as  she  was 
the  faster,  and  the  oWeot  was  to  reach  Volusia  as 
soon  as  posnble.  The  Columbine  was  protected 
by  fifty  sand  bags  and  some  bales  of  hay.  I  en- 
joined caution  on  the  Captam,  and  directed  Mm  to 
make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Volusia,  and  take 
our  troops  on  board  if  they  were  there,  and  return 
immediately ;  and  if  they  had  been  captured  to 
return  at  once.  The  understanding  between  the 
General  and  myself  was,  that  I  should  go  on  up  as 
far  as  the  piloteould  take  the  ressel,  whi(m  I  thought 
would  be  about  Brown's  Landing,  two  or  three 
hundred  yards  above  Dmm's  Creek.  At  7:20  p.  M. 
of  the  twentr^seoend  instant  I  came  to  anchor 
off  Brown's  Landing,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  distant,  and  just  astern  of  ««  the  Houghton 
anchored.  Not  knowing  why  she  came  up,  I  took 
the  dingey  and  went  on  board  to  ascertam,  when 
I  was  informed  that  the  General  thought  it  best 
that  ahe  should  be  under  the  protection  of  this 
vessel  during  the  absence  of  the  troops.  I  had 
scarcely  been  told  this  when  I  was  startled  by  the 
report  of  a  field-piece  fired  at  the  Ottawa.  I  im- 
mediately jumped  into  my  boat  snd  returned  to 
the  ship  before  she  had  fired  a  shot  in  return; 
but  she  waa  all  nrepared,  and  in  the  act  of  firine. 
At  7.50  engaged  the  enemy,  and  fired  bv  the  flasn 
of  their  guns ;  we  oould  distinguish  nothing  else. 
The  enemy  had  four  field-pieces,  of  firom  six  to 
twelve  pounders  I  ehouM  judge,  and  fired  shell, 
grap^  and  solid  shot  at  us  and  the  Houghton. 
The  firing  was  quke  rapid  at  first  and  very  accu- 
rate, but  after  the  third  dischai^  of  the  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-p«under  rifle  they  ceased  firing  en- 
tirely, and  retreated  I  presume. 

This  vessel  was  stniok  by  grape  thirty-seven 
times,  and  raceived  a  sbdl  through  the  smoke- 
stack, earring  away  also  the  mainstay;  fortu- 
nately theve  wne  no  casualties.  The  chain  was 
shipped  as  soon  ae  possible  to  get  the  vessel  in 
motion,  as  we  were  too  good  a  target  fbr  them. 
The  firing  was  continuedon  our  side  until  9.20-p.  m., 
some  time  after  the  enemy  had  oeased,  because  I 
was  not  certain  but  what  he  might  be  lurking  some- 
where on  the  bimks,  and  I  spread  the  fire  along  the 
river.  At  9.45  p.  n.  anchored  off  the  moutn  of 
Dunn's  Creek.  At  nine  A.  M.,  on  the  twenty-third, 
got  under  way  and  weighed*.  anchoTi  whioh  had 
been  shipped.  The  vessel  was  not  again  fired 
upon.  The  landing  would  scarcely  be  noticed, 
the  woods  were  very  dense,  and  the  undergrowth 
extends  to  the  water's  edge.  I  do  not  know 
whether  we  infiioted  any  damage  upon  the  enemy 


or  not,  but  presume  we  did,  or  he  would  not  have 
ceased  firing  so  soon.  I  did  not  feel  justified  in 
landing  a  boat,  as  it  would  be  in  the  way  if  fired 
upon.  It  is  with  pleasure  I  can  testify  to  the 
spirited  and  manly  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-fourth  a  messen- 
ger arrived  from  General  Gordon,  informing  me 
that  all  had  been  accomplished  by  the  expedition 
that  eould  be,  fend  that  he  wished  this  vessel  to 
fetnm  to  Pilatka  and  embark  the  troops  she  had 
landed  there,  and  that  he  had  sent  a  messenger  to 
the  Cohimbine  to  return.  I  immediately  returned 
to  Pilatka,  and  anchored  at  5.20  p.  M.  I  then  saw 
an  orderly  from  General  Gordon,  informing  me 
that  ae  the  Houajhton  was  not  there  he  had  con- 
cluded to  go  by  land  to  Orange  Mills,  and  there 
embark  the  troops.    I  remained  at  anchor   all 

Sht,  with  the  hope  that  the  Columbine  would 
irn,  but  heard  nothing  of  her.  At  11.10  a.  m., 
on  the  twenty-fourth,  anchored  at  Ornnze  Mills,  but 
found  no  troops ;  the  General  had  embarked  part 
of  his  men  on  board  of  the  Houghton,  and  the  re- 
mainder he  had  marched  across  to  Picolata.  It  left 
me  in  an  awkward  positbn,  as  the  vessel  could 
not  float  across  the  flats.  I  received  on  board 
seven  stragglers  left  behind  at  Pilatka  and  from 
Orange  Mtlls,  belonging  to  the  One  Hundred  and 
Poarty«fourtfa  and  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-seventh 
New  York  volunteers.  On  the  twenty-eighth  in- 
stant crossed  the  fiats  unassisted,  and  anchored 
off  Bay  Point,  agreeably  to  your  erder. 

Accompanying  this  is  a  report  of  ammunition 
expended  in  tlie  engagement  with  the  battery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  Livingston  Breese, 

litoateaaiitpCottinSDdcr,  U.  S.  N. 

Commander  Gb«.  H.  Baixsh, 

GommuKUng  St.  John's  Jtirtr  VIoIUIai  Aotemville,  Fla. 


Boc.  12. 


EXPBDrnON  TO  CUT  THE  CHARLESTON 
AND  SAVANNAH  RAILROAD. 

BJBPOET  or  REAR-ADMIRAL  DAHL6RSN. 

flag-Steaher  Philadelphia,  ) 
Post  royal  Harbob,  May  28, 1864.     ) 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  nothing  of  importance  has 
occurred.  The  blockade  is  maintained  as  well  as 
it  can  be  with  the  present  force. 

In  the  St.  John's  our  positions  are  undisturbed, 
attention  being  given  to  tracing  out  the  torpedoes 
which  the  rebels  are  so  industriously  engaged  in 
placing  about  the  channel,  and  have  already  re- 
sulted m  the  loss  of  three  transports  by  the  army. 

On  the  twentieth  Captain  Balch  writes  to  me : 

«  From  information  received,  by  deserters,  it  is 
beKeved  that  the  force  immediately  in  front  of 
Jacksonville  has  been  much  reduced ;  but  whether 
our  force  here  is  strong  enough  to  make  an  ad> 
vance  is  somewhat  doubtful.!' 

When  I  returned  here,  on  the  twenty-second, 
from  Ossabaw,  I  found  an  expedition  preparing  by 
General  Bimey,  to  ascend  a  certain  stream  and 
sever  the  railroad. 

My  cooperation  being  asked,  I  directed  Lieu- 
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tenant-Commander  Stone  to  take  the  McDonoogh, 
(Lieutenant-Commander  Phjthian,)  apd  the  Hue, 
Acting  Maater  C.  F.  MiteheU,  and  render  whai- 
erer  aid  might  be  needed.  The  I>n-Cfaing,  Lien- 
tenant-Commander  Chaplin,  was  te  aanat  as  flur  as 
circumstancea'pemntled.  Two  boat  howitaera  and 
a  detachment  o#  matinea  vera  aAded* 

The  expedition  left  this  fdaoe  on  Wedneedayv 
and  early  on  Friday  tbe  army  tranaporta  Ktnnnd. 

I  waa  telegraphed  that  the  affiiir  waa  a  fittlure, 
with  the  loaa  on  the  part  of  the  army  of  a  fine 
transport  ateomer^  tiie  Boaton,  wht^h  gnMmided 
under  fire,  and  traa  deaCroyed  to  prevent  ftdttng 
into  the  hand»of  the  Nbete ;  aeme  Mvea  wem  loet, 
and  aboot  aixty  hofaea  were  hamedk 

The  Hale  and  MeDonoofffa  did  notrelurB  nntil 
the  afternoon,  not  haling  been  mibwaed  ef  the 
retreat  of  the  tniopa. 

Tbe  reporta  of  the  oenmandinf  naval  ofieera 
show  that  the  gwnheatadidthepaitaBaignedlham 
satisfactorily*  and  without  loaa. 

Lieotenant-Commaiider  Siooe  waa  aeniev  eOeer 
in  command;  Lieutenaat-ConmMidflr  €%apMn 
oommanded  tiie  Dai-Chmg;  Lieutenattt^Commnn- 
der  Phythtan  eomiMndea  the  MoBonaiM^h;  and 
Acting  Maater  Mitefaett  the  E.  B.  Hale.  I  encftoae 
the  reporta  of  these  olieeva. 

Captam  Boutelle,  of  the  United  Statea  Coast 
Surreyy  with  hia  ueual  seal,  aooompaniBd  the  gQn> 
boats  in  the  Vixen,  and  shilftiUy  piloted  ttiem 
along  the  windinga  of  the  narrow  channel. 

I  take  thia  opportunity  of  making  my  ac^nowl- 
edgmenta  to  the  eminent  head  of'  the  Coaat  Snr- 
▼ey,  Frofeafior  Bache,  fior  the  nmny  adrantagea 
vluch  I  have  derived,  while  in  command  here, 
from  the  aoeueate  aurveya  exeeuled  by  hia  ordera. 
Their  scientific  and  pmctiaal  excellence  have  never 
been  aarpaaaed  in.  any  country,  and  have  rendered 
them  invaluable  in  oondneting  operations  in  this 
qoarter.        I  have  the  honor  to  oe, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obeaient  servant, 
J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Adalnl,  rmemiaBding  S.  ▲.  B.  Bqaadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seoretaiy  of  the  Navy. 

IX3TRUCnON8  FROM  LIEUT.-COM.  S.  E.  STONE. 

rinTBl>  States  STEAirER  Vixen,  off  Mouth  of  ) 
South  Sniaio  &ivx&,  8.  C,  May  2ft,  1864.     ( 

Sib  :  On  tbe  receipt  of  thia  ordttr  you  will  im- 
mediately prepare  to  accompany  General  Bimev 
op  tbe  Aahapoo  River.  Captam  Boutelle,  U.  s. 
Coast  Survey,  informs  me  that  you  ^U  have  no 
trouble  until  you  arrive  at  Bennett's  Point,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Mosquito  Creek,  (marked  A  in 
the  accompanying  tracing,)  at  which  point  you 
may  find  aome  dilBcnlty  in  turning,  after  which 
ymi  will  find  the  channel  on  the  port  hand.  The 
object  of  TOUT  going  is  to  act  aa  a  cover  and  feint 

General  Bfmey  wil!  land  to-night  at  the  mouth 
of  Moaquito  Creek,  and  take  up  hia  line  of  march 
on  the  road  towards  the  Savannah  and  Charleston 
Bailroad,  which  it  ia  his  intention  to  cut  if  possible. 
You  will  pleose  communicate  with  the  General, 
ind  render  every  aaaiataoce  in  your  power,  having 


doe  regard  to  the  aafety  of  your  ship.    When  the 
expedifiQiiretuma  you  will  resume  your  atation. 

I  ahatt  proceed  np  the  Soutii  Edfato  with  the 
Vlsen,  MeDonoiigh,  and  Hale,  and  to-morrow 
morning  open  on  WiUstawn  if  I  can  get  near 
enovgh ;  therefore  von  wiU  nndaraland  any  heavy 
firing  in  that  dbeotion. 

I  send ynn  a  traeing of  tfiepropoaed  route  and 
poiate: 

A.  Bennelt  s  Punt* 

6.  Aa  fler  aa  I  think  it  prudent  fbr  yen  to  go. 

C.  The  point  at  which  I  piopoae  to  land  two 
howitzers  and  a  Ibw  marmea,  in  eaee  I  cannot  get 
up  to  WiHatowi  with  the  veaaela. 

Proposed  fonia  of  General  Bimey. 

You  wiU  find  General  Bimey  on  board  of  the 
Plato,  a  small  side-wheel  steamer. 

Hoping  you  will  have  a  merry  time, 

I  remain  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

KDWARD  E.  Stone, 

JJeuteaaBt-GoflUBaiMler  U.  8.  Navy. 

Lieut-Com.  J.  C.  Chapun, 

U.  S.  Stoamer  Dal-Cliing. 

REPORT  or  IJEUT.-COM.  E.  E.  STONE, 

GzrrrBD  STATne  Svbaibbb  CnxppRWA, ) 

Port  Hotal  HAnsoB,  8.  C,  May  27, 1864.    \ 

9m  t  In  obedieooe  to  your  ordera  of  the  twenty- 
foiarth-kietant,  I  proceeded  with  the  McDonough, 
Hale,  and  Vixen,  to  and  np  the  South  Ediato 
River,  aa  far  aa  QovcBnor  Aiken'a  phintation,  on 
Jehosaae  Island,  at  which  point  I  landed  the  ma- 
linee  and  two  howitiers  on  field  carriages,  who 
wefe  ofdered  to  ereaa  the  plantation  to  a  point  as 
near  Willatown  ae  they  wM  get  I  sent  a  boat 
te  the  point  agreed  open  wiui  General  Bimey, 
witfa  the  espedation  of  coamramoeting  with  him, 
but  waa  disappointed,  no  vidette  heiving  been  found. 

On  the  morning  of  tiie  twenty-aiatti,  at  thirty- 
five  minulee  past  seven,  I  OMned  with  the  howit- 
aers  on  Willslown,  and  in  tne  auppoaed  direction 
of  the  battery,  which  we  altarwarda  discovered 
fipeni  the  window  of  one  of  the  mills,  bnt  entfreiy 
ent  ef  range.  Aaeoon  as  the  ibg  lifted,  tbe  vea- 
aela were  oadeied  np  aa  te  aa  it  wae  deemed  pni- 
*dBnt  to  go,  and  fire  opened  «t  half  paat  eleven  in 
the  direetion  of  the  balteii  and  honaes  at  Willa- 
tewn,  by  the  rifle  gnne  of  the  IfeDoooogh  and 
Hale.  After  firing  te  a  oonpie  of  hours  orders 
were  given  for  the  vasaele  te  vetam  to  the  pre- 
vioue  anchorage,  and  te  themiofines  and  howit- 
ears  lo  foil  bMk  to  the  plaee  of  deharkntion.  I 
dtapatehed  an  wnied  boot  tfarengh  Mes^piito 
Creek  to  aoramnnioale  with  the  Dai-Ching,  be- 
ing anxiDoe  to  kam  the  eanae  ef  a  large  fire  ob- 
served to  the  wealvnad,  and  the  whereabonta  of 
Qeneral  Biniay.  On  her  letoni,  al  three  o^elock 
in  the  moaning  of  the  twenty-seventh,  I  received 
the  melaneboly  news  ef  the  diaaater  to  the  steamer 
Boston,  and  that  Ite  Qeneral  had  returned  to 
Pott  Royal  $  whereupan  the  maiinea  and  how- 
itsers  weie  oadeted  on  board,  and  at  daylight  we 
proceeded  dawn  the  river,  en  route  for  this  plaee, 
where  we  arrived  thiaeveninff.  For  the  detaila  of 
the  loas  of  the  Boston,  and  tne  part  taken  by  the 
Dai-Ching,  in  compliance  with  my  orders,  are  fiiUy 
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set  forth  in  the  acoomfMiiijwg  report  of  Lieu- 
tenanUCommaiider  Cheplin.  Altaousii  we  did 
not  meet  the  eoemy,  I  am  eoafideat,  ttam  the 
alacrity  ood  oheeiluiieGe  with  whioh  uu  oedete 
were  obeyed«  that  the  aeval  portion  of  the  expe- 
dition would  haee  brought  back  a  te  diffeteat 
account  than  that  which  muat  be  told  of  the  army. 
Enclosed  you  wHl  phase  find  a  copy  of  my 
orders  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Chapon,  and  a 
sketch  showing  the  points  oeeimiod  and  covered 
by  the  forses  ooder  my  commAoa.  Hoping  I  have 
carried  out  your  iaatruetioiie  to  your  entire  satis- 
faotion»  I  wmain  wMPeetftJiy, 

Your  obedient  eervaati 

Sdwaed  £.  Stohi» 

LieutMmnt-Coinw mmUt  U.  S.  Nary. 

Bear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
ComBaiidiiig  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  C. 

BEPORT  OF  LTEUT.-COM.  J.  C.  CHAPLtN. 
VeiTBII  8TATS8  STBAXSR  DAI-CRI!* O,  > 

8AIXT  Hblkka  80UMD,  May  21, 180*.  { 
Admibal  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Stone  to  cooperate  with  Gen- 
eral Bimey,  in  his  expedition  to  cut  the  Charles- 
ton and  SaTanaah  Railroad,  I  have  to  report  as 
follows : 

The  transports,  with  the  exception  of  the  Bos- 
ton, arrived  nere  at  half  peat  six  p.  M.,  May  twen- 
ty-fifth. I  immediately  called  on  General  Bir- 
ney  for  instmctions,  telling  him  I  had  no  pilot, 
but  thought  I  could  find  one  on  Ash  IslaiKL  He 
replied,  ff  I  did  not  find  one  he  wookl  send  the 
Captain  of  the  traaaport  Wyoming  to  pilot  tiits 
vessel  up  in  the  mommg  1  hat  in  &e  mean  time 
to  send  the  Wild  Cat  outside  to  bring  in  the  Bos- 
ton. All  the  steamets  proceeded  up  the  Aahapoo, 
with  tile  exception  of  the  Boardman,  which  ground- 
ed near  the  meiilh  of  the  river.  The  Boston  ar- 
rived about  this  tiaM.  I  sent  Acting  Ensign 
Nelson  on  board  the  Boardman  to  render  assist- 
ance, as  he  knew  the  channel }  Mr.  Nelson  after^ 
wards  went  on  board  of  the  BoetoK  to  pilot  her  te 
Bennelf  s  Point  On  his  asrival  at  Mosqmla 
Creek  he  infimned  Cekael  Martgemery  that  that 
was  the  place  where  the  landing  was  to  be  mada. 
Colonel  Montgoneiy,  seeing  a  eteaaser  standing 
up  the  river,  said  hie  ordem  wera  to  fcttow.  Mr. 
Neleon  said  he  eoold  pilot  no  iurther.  The  Bos- 
ton st^  kept«n»  and  gat  in  shore,  under  Chap- 
man's batserv,  ahoai  midnight  At  dayl^ht,  a 
pilot  having  been  fonad,  I  atarted  up  the  river  to 
Gfury  out  my  orders;  wlnie  under  way  an  Aid  of 
General  Bimey's  aame  on  bosfd  and  informed  me 
of  the  grounding  of  the  Boston,  and  the  General 
thought  it  ussiess  for  aw  to  aSleaapt  to  get  up, 
andtosendourpifotaDdtwoboatatohim.  The 
pilot  of  this  Tcesel  was  oonfidmit  he  could  carry 
the  ship  u|^  with  aafety  i  then  tiie  Aid  said  I  had 
better  try  it,  aa  we  could  reader  them  valuable 
assistance  in  case  of  danger.  I  proceeded  at  once 
up  the  river  to  the  point  where  the  Boston  was  in 
shore,  and  on  my  arrival  fomid  the  enemy  fifing 
briskly  on  her  from  the  baHery,  and  neariy  all  of 
the  troops  ashc»e  in  the  marsh,  having  thrown 
away  their  arms  and  accoutrements,  and,  in  many 


instances,  their  clothing.  I  immediately  opened 
fire  from  al\  of  our  guna,  and  in  a  very  few  min- 
utes silenced  the  batfeenr*  The  army  gunboat 
Plato  then  proceeded  to  the  Boelen,  we  firing  oc- 
caaionaUy  for  two  hours  without  a  response. 

I  called  on  the  General  again,  afid  asked  if  I 
could  be  of  seifiae  ia  getting  her  ofi^  or  savinz 
ptthUc  property.  He  replied,  *<  No ; ''  that  he  had 
ahaad^  aent  eoe  of  the  Dai-dung's  boats,  with 
one  of  his  own  afficew  up  to  set  her  on  fire,  and 
requested  bm  to  send  another  in  tow  of  the  Plato ; 
howeeer,  befene  she  arrived  the  vessel  was  in 
flamaSj  having  on  board  aoav  sixty  horaea. 

After  the  rebels  got  the  wnfs,  every  shot  struck 
the  steamer ;  forSaoitely  aoae  were  killed  by  the 
fire  of  the  enemy,  but  some  eaven  or  eight  were 
drawaed  in  their  hmried  attempt  to  get  on  shore. 
It  was  supposed  she  had  been  struck  seventy  or 
eigiiCy  timasy  one  or  two  shots  going  through  her 
beuar.  The  colored  troops,  bmng  in  a  position 
where  they  could  not  retnw  the  fire,  seemed  to 
have  been  panic  stricken,  and  Mr.  Neieon  says  it 
was  as  muah  as  the  officers  could  do  to  keep  them 
from  caowding  into  the  boats  and  swamping  them. 

At  eleven  A.  M.  the  General  startea  down  to 
Bennett's  Point  ta  embark  his  troops,  as  the  ob- 
iect  of  the  expedition  failed*  The  Dai-Ching 
followed  to  cover  embarkatiou.  At  two  p.  ic.,  the 
troops  being  all  on  board  the  transports,  they 
stalled  dawn  the  river ;  we  followed,  covering  the 
retreat,  and  aaohorsd  off  Otter  Island  at  3.30. 

It  was  the  impression  of  Acting  Ensigns  Nelson 
and'  Shappard  that  the  Boston  could  have  been 
gotten  on )  at  all  events*  the  horses  might  hare 
been  saved,  aa  the  Plato  was  aloogside  of  her  for 
some  time  before  she  was  eet  on  fire,  and  not  a 
ahot  fired  at  them  by  the  rabala. 
Very  raepectfiilly. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Chapun, 

Iileiiteaant-Ck>mniander. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahloben, 
CommaadJng  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
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Doa  13. 

GAPTURB  OF  THB  STEAMER  COLUMBINE. 

BJfiPOST   OF  BSAE-ADMIBAL  DAHLGRKX. 

FLAO-SHI^  PlItt..lDRLPHlA.  ) 

Port  Botal  Habbob,  South  Cabolixa,  > 

Sib  :  I  have  just  received,  by  the  courtesv  of 
General  Foster,  the  enclosed  despatches  to  nim 
from  General  Gordon,  now  commanding  the 
troops  at  Jacksonville,  from  which  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  Columbine  has  been  captured. 
The  loss  will  be  much  felt,  beoauae  this  is  one  of 
the  few  steamers  that  I  have  of  such  light  draught. 
Captain  Balch  will^  no  doubt,  report  the  details 
when  he  gets  them.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  ooeaient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahi^orex, 

Rear-Admlral,  oommandlng^  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wsshtaigton. 
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DESPATCH  OF  BRIG.-eEN.  G.  H.  GORDON. 

HBADQUABTEBS  DiAtiBlCT  Of  FU>BIDA,    | ' 

Jacksonville,  Flokida,  May  27, 1864.    { 

Captain  :  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  night  of 
the  twentieth  instaot  I  received  from  Colonel  No- 
ble, commanding  forces  east  of  fit  John's  River, 
information  that  a  foree  of  ahont  fifteen  men  and 
one  ofiioeT  had  been  eaptured  by  the  enenyi  who 
bad  crossed  the  river  and  surprised  the  post.  On 
the  morning  of  the  twentv-mrst  I  advanced  Col- 
onel Noble  a  eommonication,  in  which  I  ordered 
bim  to  withdraw  his  guards  from  the  rivar  oppo» 
ntp  Volusia  and  Sanoden.  On  the  night  of  the 
twentr-first  I  received  anotliev  communication 
from  Colonal  Noble  stating  that  a  force  less  in 
number  than  that  at  Welaka  had  been  captured ; 
that  the  enemy,  repwted  lo  be  lour  huniked  (400) 
strong,  were  said  to  be  puridng  northward  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river.  I  reodved  the  last  cem- 
munication  at  about  deven  at  night  In  an  hour 
I  started  ibr  fhe  acteel  ptAut  to  th«t  tfaKSHsaed. 
I  carried  with  me  in  the  steamer  Charles  Hough- 
ton two  hundred  (200)  men  from  this  garrison. 
At  my  request  Captain  BaM  ordered  two  can- 
boats  to  accompany  me,  the  Ottawa  and  Rfctle 
steam-tug  Columbioe.  At  Pioolata  I  added  to  m^* 
force  nx  (6)  companies  of  Colonel  Beechef 's  regi- 
ment, and  bU  the  available  force  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  FiHty-seventh  New  York  regiment,  num- 
bering in  all  about  six  hundred  and  fifty  (660)  or 
seten  hundred  (700)  men.  I  was  obliged  to  use 
the  naval  boats,  as  well  as  the  Houghton^,  to 
transport  the  troops.  On  Sunday,  the  twenty- 
ftecond  instant,  I  arrived  at  the  landing  opposite 
Pilatka.  My  movements  had  been  sbghtiy  de- 
layed by  time  expended  at  Picolata  in  fiwng  sand 
bags  (no  cotton  or  hay  bales,  save  one  of  the  lat- 
ter, being  available)  to  render  the  little  tug  Col- 
umbine teas  vulnerable.  I  designed  running  the 
tug  np  the  river  to  Yoluiia  to  protect  that  portion 
if  threatened,  which  I  could  not  doubt  from  the 
report  of  Colonel  Noble.  Although  my  march 
was  lengthened  hj  disembarking  opposite  Pilatka, 
I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  convey  troopa  fiur- 
tber  up  the  St.  John's.  The  Ottawa  was  to  con- 
tinoe  to  the  mouth  of  Dunn's  Oeek  to  afford  all 
possible  protection  to  the  Columbine.  The  Col- 
umbine was  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  to 
Volusia  and  afford  all  possible  assistance  to  the 
force  at  Volusia.  The  Houghton  was  to  await 
farther  orders,  and  was  to  keep  near  the  Ottawa 
for  her  nroteotion.  I  dnected  my  march  towards 
the  roaa  from  St.  Augustine  to  the  crossing  of  the 
Haw  Creek,  thence  to  Volusia. 

I  had  sent  on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-first  a 
despatch  to  Colonel  Noble,  saying  that  I  should 
move  for  this  position,  and  directum  him  to  ke^ 
forward  to  the  same  point,  and  beyond  if  practica- 
ble, all  his  available  mfantry  and  cavalry. 

I  have  thus  stated  all  tlie  movements  ordered 
and  commenced  from  Saturday  night  at  twelve 
o'clock  until  Sunday  at  four  P.  M. 

Before  the  Columbine  started  I  placed  on  board 
of  her,  at  the  request  of  Commander  Breese,  of 
the  Ottawa,  a  guard  of  twenty-five  men  and  two 


officers  of  Cc^onel  Beecher's  regiment  I  in- 
formed her  commander  that  I  should  press  for- 
ward with  my  troops  in  the  direction  in  which  she 
was.going;  that  i  woaldafierd  him  all  assistance 
ss  soon  as  I  could  readi  fain  i  tkat  I  ahould  not 
eessider  the  dischsrge  of  his  artillsry  as  an  indi* 
cation  that  he  was  in  dangsv.  This  was  assented 
to  by  the  eemmander  of  lae  Gohunbine,  who  said 
he  would  throw  up  a  roekst  if  he  was  in  danger. 

My  naseh  was  piraloiifed  inte  iught.  I  aocomp 
plisfaied  about  nine  milM,  end  enesmped  on  the 
north  side  of  H«w  Cieek.  This  cesdi  is  impass- 
sble  but  bv  boats.  I  heaxd  a  gieat  deal  of  nrins 
from  ariillerv  in  the  direction  of  the  mouth  of 
DuAn's  Gresik,  hut  saw  no  roeket,  and  had  no 
despatches.  I  presumed  the  firing  to  be  the  or- 
dinary shelling  of  the  woods  by  the  ^nboata.^  I 
pressed  forward  on  Monday  monung,  making 
that  day  about  thirty  miles.  I  eaeamped  at  night 
at  the  crossinfi^  of  Haw  Creek.  I  found  Colonel 
Noble  had  pushed  his  infiuitry  Hwur  (4)  miles  &r- 
ther,  and  that  his  cavalry  was  at  Vokisia.. 

TJiie  gazrison  at  Volusia  waa  safe,  no  rebels  this 
side  of  the  river.  The  two  small  posts  at  Wekka 
and  Saunders  eaptured,  shameliuly  surrendered, 
I  hear-^Bot  a  gim  fived.  I  have  ordered  full  re- 
port^ to  be  made,  which  I  will  transmit  when  re- 
ceived. I  found  the  eount^  people  quite  excited, 
and  quite  confident  that  the  enemy,  seven  bun- 
dled (700)  stronir,  were  at  the  cioesiag  of  Haw 
Creek.  Indeed,  from  reports,  I  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve some  truth  in  this. 

On  Tuesday  momiimf,  the  twenty-third,  I  di- 
rected Cokmel  Noble  to  send  the  cavalry  down 
the  country  to  drive  in  herds  of  beef  cettle,  which 
it  is  well  kjaown  are  going  towards  rebel  armies. 
I  also  direeted  him  ta  teu  the  CeluH^ine  to  go 
down  the  river,  that  I  had  no  frurther  use  of  her. 
The  in&ntry  I  ordered  to  coneentnle  at  camp, 
nine  miles  south  of  St.  AugHstine,  at  that  place, 
and  at  Ficokta.  The  two  hundred  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Fortv-fourth  were  ordefed  to  return 
to  Jacksonville.  My  leaeens  fer  this  dispeeition, 
and  my  views  of  the  only  mode  <^  operating  with 
infiuitry  in  this  eovntry  of  immense  distanees  and 
iUinritiU>le  fnne  deserts,  I  have  given  to  the  com- 
manding Geaeral  in  a  privaie  letter  Having  ao- 
eoAplished  all  I  eeuld,  1  did  not  deem  it  advisable 
to  attempt  to  pursue  the  enemy  across  the  river ; 
and  being  totally  unpssBared  to  do  il»  if  I  had 
diottgbt  it  adviBabls,  aa  1  had  ne  boats,  and  hav- 
ing no  rations,  and  no  timnsportatieii  for  any  with 
mm,  I  made  w  way  hack  to  the  landing  at  Pioo- 
lata, to  take  the  steamer  Houghton  to  Jackson- 
ville. I  reached  the  river  on  Tuesday,  the  twenty- 
third,  at  about  foiif  o'clock  P*  M. 

A  dematch  from  the  Ottawa,  at  the  mouth  of 
Dunn's  Greek,  to  whom  I  sent  my  Aid,  ffave  me 
the  first  information  that  the  enemv  haa  opened 
with  artillery  on  Sunday  night  on  the  Houj^hton 
and  on  the  gunboat»  The  Houghton  had  got 
under  way  and  proceeded  down  stream ;  she  was 
stnick  tlires  times  with  twdve-pound  solid  shot, 
once  amidships  and  i^r  walking  beam.  No  great 
harm  done.  I  proceeded*  to  Orange  Mills,  and 
there  found  the  Houghton.    This  monung  a  re- 
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port  from  Colonel  Noble  informed  me  of  die  loss 
of  the  tag  Columbine,  and  capture  of  most  of 
those  on  board.  Colonel  Noble  writes  me  thctt 
some  (he  does  not  say  how  many)  of  the  Thirty- 
fifth  coioved  had  maae  their  way  to  Haw  Creek, 
and  bed  given  this  information.  They  say  that 
on  Monday  ni^,  the  twtnty-third,  opposite  Horse 
Landiijg,  the  Cohimbilie  was  opened  npon  as  she, 
was  coming  down  the  river;  tiiat  she  was  dis- 
abled by  the  enemy's  arliSery,  and  was  captured 
by  two  hiindred  of  the  enemy.  It  was  on  Tues- 
day, the  twenty-fourth,  at  ibur  o'clock  P.  M.,  that 
I  oommunioated  with  the  Ottawa,  then'  lying  at 
the  mouth  of  Dunn's  Creek,  and  within  five  miles 
of  Horse  Landing.  The  Ottawa  bad  been  here 
since  Sunday,  and  ^et  she  knew  nothing  of  the 
report  This  mormng  my  cavalry  captured  a 
prisoner,  who  says  that  Dickerson  (rebel)  says  he 
has  captured  a  **  Htde  boat  and  two  anall  gune ; " 
that  he  has  *«  burned  the  bbat** 

It  seens,  therefore,  that  this  ftring  on  Sunday 
night  was  by  the  enemy's  artUlerv.  This  fact 
was  not  oommunioaited  to  me  until  Tuesday  after- 
noon, too  lata  to  do  anything  for  the  Columbine, 
if,  indeed,  anything  could  have  been  done  for  her. 
I  deem  it  fortmiate  that  I  did  not  attempt  to  ran 
farther  up  the  river  than  Pieolata  with  my  trpops. 
I  will  submit  further  ftcts  in  relation  to  the  loss 
of  the  Columbine  and  the  capture  of  the  two  ^osts 
at  Welaka  and  Saunders  at  soon  as  received. 
While  regretting  the  leases,  and  condemning 
whatever  there  may  have  been  reprehensible  in 
the  conduct  of  the  commanders  at  Welaka  and 
Saunders,  I  feel  keenly  the  disaster  to  the  Colum- 
bine and  her  gallant  crew,  resultmg,  as  it  did,  in 
the  attempt  to  relieve  my  command. 

My  reconnoiseance  to  thi»  front,  of  the  twenty- 
fifth,  has  developed  the  fitct  that  there  is  no  enemy 
at  Camp  Fianegan.  I  captured  a  prisoner  t^is 
mominff,  who  confinus  the  fact 

The  force  in  Florida  is  as  follows :  At  Camp 
Milton,  of  the  Second  Florida  cavalry.  Colonel 
McCoiiniek,  (effeotive  men,)  six  hundred  (600;) 
artilleiy,  two  (2^  small  pieees.  Camp  Milton  and 
McCurth's  Creek  stronffly  fortified.  At  Baldwin, 
no  troops,  strong  fortification,  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. At  Trestfe,  across  the  St  Mary's,  being 
fortified  at  this  time  by  neflvoes.  State  troops 
raised  fbr  atate  defonce — three  companies  ex- 
pected da9y  at  Mflton,  and  two  thousand  (2,000) 
m  all  looked  for.  Captain  DidLcrson's  cavalry 
has  two  hundred  (200)  effeotive  men  stationed  at 
PHatka.  Dunham's  artillery  of  light  pieces  on 
St  John's  River,  near  Welaka,  Saunders,  and 
Horae  Landing. 

I  am,  CapiMn,  very  respectfbUy, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Qborob  H.  Oordok, 
JMgadfoM^caeiaU  eoanaadisg. 
Captfidn  BiTBGEB, 

AsslBtant  ▲<UatAnt>Gciieral,  Department  South. 

BKPOBT  OF  BSAR-ADXISAL  DAHLGBEN. 

FLAO-STBASER  PRTLADeLPntA,  ) 

Fort  Royal  Hasboe,  S.  C,  June  4, 1864.    ( 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Com- 
mander Balch,  senior  officer  present  in  the  St. 


John's  River,  Florida,  from  which  there  seems  to 
be  little  doubt  of  the  capture  of  the  Columbine. 
As  the  officers  and  crew  are  probably  prisoners, 
it  will  be  impossible  to  hare  any  investigation 
at  this  time.  There  is  always  more  or  less  risk 
in  passing  these  light  steamers  through  narrow 
streams,  where  they  are  liable  to  be  fired  on  with- 
out any  warning  from  the  densely  wooded  banks, 
and  cannot  turn  readily  or  manoeuvre,  while  their 
armament  is  too  trifling  to  be  of  miich  account 
Still,  when  the  operations  of  the  land  forces  re- 
quire such  a^d,  it  is  necessary  to  give  it  and  do  as 
well  as  we  can. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Beir  Adtnlrsl,  «eaim8adf  eg  S.  A.  B.  SquAdron. 
Hon.  OiDKOM  Wellbs, 
fleemtsiy  of  Iks  Navy. 

SJffOBT  OF  OOMMAimBR  G.   B.   BALCH. 

Hotted  States  Steam-Si<oop  Pawjtkk,  | 
Off  Jacksokvillk,  Florida,  May  30,  1861.    ( 

Admiral  :  I  regret  to  have  to  report  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Columbine  by  the  rebels  on  Monday, 
the  twenty-third  instant,  and  under  the  followiDg 
circumstances : 

By  the  enclosed  communications  you  will  per- 
ceive that  two  of  our  posts  on  the  east  side  of  the 
St  John's,  left  by  General  Birney,  were  captured 
by  the  enemv ;  and  another,  consisting  of  fifty 
men  at  Volusia,  was  in  imminent  danger  of  bein^ 
captured.  Information  was  received  by  General 
Gordon,  at  1 1.40  P.  M.  of  the  twenty>first  instant, 
who  immediately  asked  mj  assistance  in  trying 
to  save  the  post  at  Volusia.  Upon  consultation 
with  the  General,  it  was  deemed  by  us  advisable 
to  send  the  Ottawa  and  Columbine  up  the  St. 
John's  — the  fbrmer  to  ffo  as  far  up  the  river  as 
the  depth  of  water  woula  admit,  ana  t^e  latter  to 
proceed  to  Volusia  with  all  despatch,  to  assist  the 
troops  at  that  point,  and  also  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  recrossing  to  the  west  bank  of  the  St 
John's. 

General  Gordon  embarked  his  troops  in  the 
Charles  Ho«ghton,  and  without  delay  proceeded 
to  Pieolata,  wnere  he  put  aboard  the  Ottawa  and 
Columbine  an  additional  force,  and,  together,  pro- 
ceeded up  the  river  to  a  point  near  Pi^tka,  where 
he  disembarked  his  troops  and  marched  at  once 
for  Volusia. 

The  Ottawa  and  Columbine  left  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  the  plan  as  agreed  upon  —  the 
Ottawa  anchoring  at  Brown's  Landing,  distant 
twelve  miles,  by  the  river,  from  Pilatka;  the 
Houghton  in  company,  for  greater  protection,  by 
order  of  General  Gordon ;  the  Columbine  proceed- 
ing without  delay  to  Volusia  bar,  which  she  reached 
at  eleven  p.  M.  of  the  twenty-second  instant. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  report  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Brecse,  of  the  Ottawa,  detailing  an 
account  of  the  attack  made  on  his  vessel  and  the 
Houghton  by  a  rebel  batterv.  You  will  be  pleased 
to  learn  from  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Comman- 
der Breese  that  the  battery  was  soon  silenced,  and 
much  to  the  credit  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  th'at 
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vessel.  The  engagement  took  plaee  on  Sunday 
night,  the  twenly-second  instant,  and  the  Ottawa 
remained  at  anchor  off  Brown's  Landing  till  the 
afternoon  of  the  twenty-fourth,  when  the  messen* 
g^  (referred  to  in  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese'a 
report)  arrived,  bringing  the  information  from 
General  Gordon  that  all  had  been  accomplished, 
and  that  the  General  had  sent  word  to  the  Colum- 
bine to  return* 

From  Lieutenant  Commander  Breese  I  learn 
that  the  pilot  of  the  Ottawa  (one  of  the  best  on 
the  river)  declined  to  take  the  Ottawa  farther  up 
the  river  than  Brown's  Landing ;  not  on  account 
of  the  depth  of  water,  but  on  account  of  the  nar- 
rowness of  the  channel,  and  the  impossibility  of 
making  the  turns  in  it  with  a  vessel  of  the  Ottawa's 
length.  It  would,  therefore,  seem  that  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Breese  literally  obeyed  my  orders, 
which  were  to  go  as  far  up  the  river  as  possible. 

By  the  report  of  Colonel  W.  H.  Noble,  com- 
manding United  States  forces  on  the  east  side  of 
the  St.  John's,  yoo  wfll  leam  #iat  the  Cc^nmbine 
was  captured  on  Monday  night  by  the  enemy  at 
Horse  Landing.  This  landing  is  distant  by  the 
river  some  five  miles  above  Brown's  LandiDg, 
where  the  Ottawa  was  then  at  anchor.  Lieuten- 
ant-Commander  Breeie,  and  his  executive  officer, 
.\cting  Master  Gsmble,  state  that  they  heard 
nothing  which  led  them  to  believe  that  the  Col- 
umbme  waa  engaged  with  the  enemy.  This  they 
account  for  by  the  dense  woods  interrening,  and 
thus  pnw0&tii|g  the  sovnd  of  the  guns  reaching 
them. 

General  GordoB  iaformed  me  to-day  that  he 
expected  the  men  who  had  escaped  from  the  Col- 
umbine, and  who  had  an-ived  at  8t  Augustme,  to 
reach  Ja^oowille  this  evmng,  and  I  regret  that 
they  have  not,  as  I  was  anziouaXo  see  them,  and 
get  their  atatoasents  in  relation  to  the  capture  of 
the  Colttoabine,  that  I  might  tntnamit  them  to  you 
for  your  information.  Colonel  Nobltt  has  sent 
General  Gordon  statements  from  two  of  those 
who  escaped  iroa^the  Coliimbine>  and  they  are  to 
the  eflfeet  tlutt  (die  waa  on  her  way  down  the  ztver, 
and  thai  when  near  Horse  Landing  she  oom- 
menced  shelling  the  woods  in  that  vicinity }  soon 
after  opening  fire,  the  enemy  opened  me  from 
fjur  pieces  «  artillery,  her  rudder  chains  being 
shot  away  at  the  first  discharge^  and  that  she  ran 
aground ;  that  she  fired  on  the  enemy,  and,  from 
the  aaxmnt  referred  to,  surrendered  after  being 
under  fire  from  one  hou^ to  three  hours;  these 
men  report  several  killed  and  some  eight  wounded 
and  ive  men  drowned.  It  will  be  more  sadsfhc- 
tory  to  yon  to  h«?e  the  statements  of  those  who 
have  eicaped,  and  at  the  earliest  moment  possi- 
ble I  will  eiamine  them,  and  transmit  to  you  their 
statements. 

I  regret  exceedingly  the  loss  of  the  Columbine, 
bat  I  did  not,  onoer  the  pivssuve  of  the  call 
made  upon  me,  feel  that  I  could  do  otherwise 
than  to  eoopsrata  to  the  utmost  to  sawe  oar 
furces,  threatened  as  thew  were,  and  which  we 
had  reason  to  believe  would  be  eaptured  if  vigor- 
ous and  prompt  assistance  were  not  rendered.  I 
have  proposea  to  General  Gordon  to  send  out  a 
flsg  of  truce  for  the  purpose  of  learning  every- 


thing we  can  in  xefaition  to  tiie  capture  of  the 
Columbine,  and  thds  wUl  be  done  at  the  earliest 
moment  deemed  advisable ;  but  as  the  General  in- 
tends to  move  against  the  enemy  on  the  morning 
of  the  first  oi  June,  hp  seesas  to  think  it  better  to 
delay  taking  a  step  ot  this  kind  till  he  haa  accom- 
plished his  movement.  The  rebel  force  in  front 
IS  said  to  be  weak,  and  I  tnist  ha  will  succeed  in 
inflicting  a  serious  blow  on  the  enemy. 
I  am,  very  respaetf uMy,  your  obedinit  servant, 

Geoaqb  B.  Balch, 

Gonunsader,  mMl  Senior  Oflteer  jtresent. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgkek, 
Coauoanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron  off  Gharlceton,  S.  C. 

BSFORT  OF  R£AR-ADMIRAX  J.  A.  DAHLOHElf. 

Flao-Steameb  Philadelphia,  \ 
Off  Horbis  Island,  Jane  18, 1864.    j 

Sib  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  Com- 
mander Balch,  giving^  some  particulars  of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Columbine.  Tnere  is  always  some 
satisfaction  in  knowing  that  when  a  vessel  is  lost 
every  effort  has  been  made  to  prevent  it  by  a 
stout  defence.  Of  course  it  is  impossible  to  be 
certain  of  all  the  facts  until  they  are  developed 
by  a  court  of  inquiry,  which  can  only  be  instituted 
when  a  sufficient  amount  of  evidence  is  obtained. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Besr-Admlnl,  eommandlzig  S.  A.  B.  Sqtmdron. 

Hon.  GiPEON  Welles, 

Saeretary  of  the  Navy. 

ADDITIONAL  BBPDBT  OF  COM.  G.  B.  BALCH. 

UjnTED  States  Steam-Sloop  TwrsEE^  ) 
Opt  Mayfort  Mills,  Floeida,  June  12, 1864.    ( 

Admibal  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  trans- 
mit the  statement  of  Drover  Edwards,  (lands- 
man,) lately  attached  to  the  Columbine.  He 
escaped  from  that  vessel  after  she  surrendered, 
but  nefore  the  rebels  took  possession.  He  is  in- 
telligent, and  gives  the  subjoined  statement  clear- 
ly and  with  every  appearance  of  truth.  From  his 
statement  I  rejoice  to  believe  that  the  honor  of ' 
the  navy  vras  ftiUy  and  gloriously  maintained; 
and  Uiough  we  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  a  very 
useful  vessel,  still  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  she 
was  in  the  performance  of  most  important  service, 
via.,  ^e  assistance  of  our  taroope,  which  were  in 
imminent  danger  of  being  cut  off  by  the  enemy. 

I  am,  v»y  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gbobob  B.  Balch, 

Coaunander,  United  States  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  I)ahlobsn, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

STATRMENT  OF  DROYBB  16DWABDS,  (LANDS- 
MAN,) IJkTB  ATTACHl&D  TOTHB  OOLUMBINK, 
WHO  EiCAPKD  BY  SWIMMING  TO  THK  BAST 
81DB  OF  THE  ST.  JOHN^  ON  THE  TWBKTY- 
THUlD  DAY  OF  MAY,  1664,  THE  DAY  OF  THE 

fNGAOEMENT    OF    THE    COLUKBINE    WITH 
HE  BEBEL  BATTEBY  AT  HORSE   LANDING, 
ON  THE  ST.  JOHN'S  BIVER,  FLOBIDA. 

The  Columbine  arrired  at  Volusia  bar  at  half 
past  eleven  p.  M.,  on  Sunday  night,  the  twenty- 
second  instant  .Next  morning  a  boat  was  sent 
to  communicate  with  our  troops  at  that  post; 
found  all  safe.    At  noon  Monday,  twenty-third 
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instant,  the  Columbine  started  on  her  return  i  she 
stopped  at  Wilatka,  a  landing  place  aboive  Horse 
Landing,  about  half  an  hour,  and  thm  prooeeded 
down  the  river. 

At  four  F.  H.,  when  near  Horse  Landing,  called 
all  hands  to  miaiten,  and  eommenoed  shelling 
the  woods,  ana  when  opposite  the  landiaff  fired 
two  more  rewide ;  the  rebels  opened  fire  from  a 
battery  distant  not  mere  then  thirtY  yards,  the 
forward  gun  baui({  struck  and  knodLod  around, 
the  carriage  being  unured,  but  not  so  as  to  render 
the  gun  useless  I  and  the  vheel-ropes  being  shot 
away,  endeavors  were  made  to  repair  the  wheel- 
ropes,  but  before  this  could  be  done  she  was 
agroimd. 

Wc  continued  firing;  Captain  Sanborn  bad 
given  orders  to  hook  her  on,  with  the  object  of 
endeavoring  to  run  by  the  battery,  but  she  was 
aground ;  directions  were  given  by  Captain  Ban- 
bom  to  shift  the  forward  gun  over  to  the  star- 
board side,  to  bring  it  to  bear  on  the  battery ;  this 
was  done,  and  fire  opened  again  on  the  battery. 
The  Captain  (Sanborn)  fired  every  gun,  and  this 
continued  till  about  six  P.  M.,  steady  firing. 

Many  were  killed  by  the  rebel  fire,  as  also  many 
wounded ;  estimates  tne  total  killed  and  wounded 
at  twenty,  (20.)^ 

Captain  Daniels,  commanding  detachment  of* 
thirty-fifth  United  States  colored  troops,  was 
wounded ;  saw  many  lying  in  the  gangway  killed 
and  wounded;  I  saw  five  drowned,  four  being 
soldiers,  and  the  other  belonged  to  the  Columbine, 
William  Moran,  (landsman,)  colored.  At  about 
six  P.  ir.  Captain  Sanborn  showed  a  white  fli^, 
and  surrendered.  The  rebels  hailed  and  told  him 
to  send  a  boat  ashore;  boat  was  riddled  with 
shot ;  did  not  send  a  boat.  The  rebels  sent  off 
three  boats;  when  nearly  alongside,  I  jumped 
overboard  and  swam  to  the  east  side  of  the  river, 
and  escaped  to  the  woods.  Here  I  met  three 
soldiers  of  the  Thirt3r-fifth  United  States  colored 
troops,  who  had  also  jumped  overboard ;  together 
we  made  our  way  to  St.  Augustine,  whkh  place 
we  reached  in  five  davs. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement  is 
true  and  correct.  hte 

Dboveb  +  Edwabds. 

mark. 


Certified  to 

wards,  (landsman* 

Jons  12,  idSl. 


the  Statement  of  Drover  £d- 
)  late  of  the  Columbine. 

George  B.  Balch, 

United  State!  Nary. 


LIST  OF  OmCSRS  AND  KEN  GAPT17RB0. 

Flao-Steamer  Philadelphia,  t 
Frav  RoTAL  Hakbor,  June  27,  UM.    f 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose,  for  the  hiformation 
of  the  department,  list  of  the  ofiicers  and  men  of 
the  United  States  steam-tug  Columbine,  captured 
by  the  enemy  May  twenty-third,  1864»  and  fauve 
the  honor  to  be. 

Very  reapectfblly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren,  • 

Rear-AdminI,  commanding  8.  A.-B.  Sqaadron. 

Hon.  Gi0EON  Welles, 

SeoreCary  of  tha  Navy. 


PRI80HBBS  GAFTDBBD  MAT  2S,  18M. 

F.  Sanborn,  acting  ensi^ ;  J.  H.  Johnston  and 
George  Whitney,  third  assistant  eneineers ;  W.  I). 
Spencer,  master's  mate ;  G.  F.  Allison,  quarter- 
master's cook;  John  Smith  and  George  Wal?h, 
3uarterma8ter8 ;  Nicholas  Fiemy,  Robert  Had- 
on,  end  J.  H.  Ellis,  firemen ;  John  McDonald 
Michael  Noe,  Patridt  Kelly,  and  Mike  Drillv. 
coal-heavers ;  WileyBloom, A.  Mills,  J. Hastings, 
A.  Lewis,  George  Hall,  W.  Austin,  T.  Wi<jc:in5, 
W.  Wyatt,  W,  Hampton,  J.  Jenkins,  W.  Hart, 
and  J.  Harrison,  sailors;  H.  Pearson,  cook,— 
total,  twenty-seven. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  abstract 
from  the  list  furnished  by  Major-General  Ander- 
son, commanding  Confederate  forces  in  Florida. 

Edelemire  Mater. 

M^Jor  Berenth  Bsglment  U.  S.  S.  ¥*.,  A.  A.  A.  6. 

REAOQVARTCas  I>ISTRICT  OT  PltORtOA, 

Jacksomtiluc,  Jaae  13, 18N. 

RfifOBX  or  AOKUiQ  EVaiGK  SANBORN. 

tTKiTBD  States  Stkasbr  PRrLAi>ELpmA,  i 
Posrr  KOYAL  Harbob,  S.  C,  Septeinbcr  3,  iwi.   i 

Bib:  It  beeomes  my  painAil  and  unpleasant 
duty  to  report  to  you  the  particulars  of  the  loss 
of  the  United  States  steamer  Cohimlnne,  under 
my  command,  in  the  St.  iohn*s  River,  on  May 
twenty-thbd,  1664. 

On  the  twenty-«eeond  of  M^,  at  four  a.  m.,  I 
received  orders  by  the  anny  transport  Charles 
Houghton  to  report  t*  Lieutenant-Commander 
L.  L.  Breese,  conunanding  the  United  States 
steamer  Ottawa.  I  teparXm.  to  him  at  five  a.  m., 
and  assisted  her  in  leaehine  Pflsl^a.  From  this 
place  I  was  by  him  ordered  to  proceed  to  Volusia, 
and  convey  aueh  orden  aa  I  misht  receive  from 
General  Gordon,  to  whom  he  oiciered  me  to  re- 
port. Reporting  to  General  Gordon  at  a  landing 
opposite  Pilatka,  I  received  orders  from  General 
Gordon  to  receive  on  bosrd  a  detachment  of  the 
Thirty-fifth  United  States  infimtary,  (colored,)  un- 
der command  of  Osptain  Danigls,  as  a  guard,  and 
verbal  orders  to  be  communicaied  to  the  eomman- 
dant  of  tlw  poat  «f  Vokuia,  fifty  milee  tether  up 
the  river. 

Leaving  Pilatka  and  the  Ottawa,  with  orders  to 
return  Immediately,  at  eix  P.  X.  i  reached  Volusia 
bu*,  five  milea  firom  Volusia,  at  half  past  eleven 
p.  M.,  when  I  dropped  anchor.  In  the  morning, 
owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  tide,  I  found  it  im- 
possible to  sstfbly  croea  the  bar  with  the  Colum- 
bine. I  therefwe  dea^atehed  Aoting  Master's 
Mate  W.  B.  Spencer  with  an  armed  boat's  crew 
to  eenvey  General  Gordon's  orders  to  the  com- 
mandant of  the  post  at  Volusia,  and  return  imme- 
diately. He  waa  enooissful  in  so  d<Mhig,  and  re- 
turned to  the  vessel  at  half  past  eleven  A.  M.  of 
the  twenty-third. 

Imttediataly  after  Ms  retmm,  I  weighed  anchor 
and  commenced  my  retani.  I  stopped  at 
Rembert's  and  Welaka  ou  my  retain,  .at  which 
latter  place  I  obtaioed  Ikte  particulars  of  the  cap- 
ture of  a  detaahment  of  the  Seventeenth  Con- 
neeticut  v<4unteer  infantry,  under  command  of 
one  Captain  Hovey.    This  was  part  of  my  orders. 
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Immediately  after  niy  departure  from  Wefeka  I 
beat  to  quarters,  aa  I  expected  to  be  fired  upon  by 
infantry  at  Horse  or  Cannon's  Landing.  Upoa 
roundinp;^  the  point  next  above,  I  opened  fire  upon 
the  landing  and  road  above,  leading  to  it,  as  soon 
as  my  guns  could  be  brought  to  bear.  Also  giv- 
ing the  orders  to  slow  down  and  lower  the  tor- 
peclo-^^tchers,  which  were  immediately  executed. 

I  could  discover  nothing  suspicious  until  di> 
rectiv  abreast  the  landing,  distant  about  one 
himdred  yards,  when  two  pieces  of  artillery,  con- 
cealed by  the  shrubbery  and  undeigrowth>  almost 
limultaneously  opened  fire  upon  me.  I  instantly 
gave  orders  to  nook  on,  but  unfortanately  the 
second  shot  of  the  enemy  out  my  wfaeel-c»ains, 
and  St  the  same  time  the  pilot  abaadoned  the 
wheel  and  jumped  over  llie  bow.  The  vessel 
almost  immediately  went  ashore  wpam  a  miid  bank. 
Before  she  struck,  one  of  the  enemy's  shot  struck 
the  main  steamr«pe,  knocking  a  hole  in  it,  caus- 
ing a  great  loss  of^ steam.  Her  being  ashore,  and 
the  injury  to  the  wheel-diaiiiB,  weae  reputed  to 
me  at  nearly  the  same  moment*  I  left  the  hurri- 
cane deck,  and  took  charge  of  the  forward  gun, 
sending  Mr.  Spencer  aft  on  the  quarter  deck  to 
ship  tl»  tiller  and  hook  the  relieving  tackles^  at 
the  same  time  stopping  and  backing  the  engine. 

The  engineer,  Mr.  Johnson,  now  reported  the 
loss  of  steam,  and  at  nearly  the  same  moment 
Mr.  Spencer  reported  the  quarter  deck  swept  by 
the  enemy's  sharpshooters  and  grape,  and  the 
after  gua  abandoned,  and  Mr.  Davis  killed. 

I  now  placed  the  forward  gun  in  charge  of 
Qnartemaater  James  8mkh,  and  repaired  to  the 
(jnarter  deck.  I  saw  immediately  the  utter  impos- 
sibility of  saving  the  vessel  unless  the  enemy  could 
be  dislodged.  1  now  returned  to  the  forward  gun, 
of  whirti  1  took  charge,  at  the  same  time  ordering 
Mr.  Spenoer  to  try  and  rally  the  infantry,  which 
was  now  jumpinjr  overboard  on  all  sides  and  swin- 
oing  ashore.  0y  our  united  exertions  we  finally 
stopped  theoL  The  engineer  in  char^,  Mr. 
Johnson,  at  tfaiB  time  infonned  me  tie  engine  was 
useless,  as  one  of  the  frame  timbers  had  been  shot 
awav  and  looked  the  wheeL  The  ofilaer  in  charge 
of  the  infrmtry  havuig  been  wounded,  the  second 
m  command  and  anraelf  seeing  all  hopeaof  eaeape 
eat  ofi^  and  the  riflemen  on  3ke  port  bank  of  the 
the  men  dowa^at  tne  forward  gun, 


nver 

I  called  a  council  of  my  remaining  officers,  in 
which  it  was  decided  to  surrender.  1  was  spared 
the  nortifteation  of  hauling  down  the  flag,  it 
hamg  been  shot  away  in  the  early  part  of  the 
action.  It  now  became  my  humiliating  duty  to 
hoist  a  white  flag  to  prevent  the  further  useless 
expenditure  of  numan  life.  A  boat  from  the 
enemy  immediately  boarded  me,  demanding  the 
nurender  of  the  vessel  I  refused  to  surrender 
to  the  officer  in  the  beat,  but  having  my 
own  boatv  went  on  shore  and  asked  to  see  the 
commsndingoffioer*  I  was  ioomediately  presented 
to  Captain  Dickerson,  Confederate  States  army, 
from  whom  I  demandedf  in  case  of  an  uncondi- 
tional sanender,  personal  safetv  to  the  officers 
and  colored  men  on  board,  which  was  immediate- 
ly guaranteed;  whereupon  I  surrendered  myself. 


oflicers,  and  ccew  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  my 
vessel  a  prize  to  the  (so-called)  Confederate  States 
of  America. 

The  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  is  as 
followB,  vix. : 

Acting  Master's  Mate  John  Davis,  while  nobly 
performing  his  duty,  killed;  privates,  five. (5) 
wounded,  sixteen  killed  and  miasiog. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  recommending  to  your 
favorable  notice  the  conduct  of  Acting  Third  As- 
sistant Enffinaer  Heiffy  J.  Johnson,  who  coolly 
performed  ms  duty  until  the  engine  became  dis- 
abled, when  he  rendered  me  the  most-  valuable 
assiatanee  on  deck ;  also  diat  of  Acting  Master's 
Mate  W.  B.  Spencer. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  imme- 
diately after  the  removal  of  the  wounded  the 
enemy  set  her  on  fire,  burning  her  to  the  water's 
edge,  without  removing  an  artide  of  value. 

She  also  formed  the  funeral  pyre  for  those  who 
fell  while  nobly  defendins  her  and  tfie  flag  from 
dishonor.  The  remains  of  Mr.  Davis  were  decent- 
ly interred,  covered  by  the  4^  he  loved  so  well, 
and  which  he  died  bravely  defending. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  W.  Sanborn, 

Acting  Enalfnii  United  States  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORT  OP  F.  W.  8AIJBORN. 

UaiTBD  States  Btbaviw  Philadblphia,  i 
Fort  Botal  Habbob,  S.  C,  September  3, 1864.     { 

SiB:  In  obedience  to  your  expressed  desire,  I 
have  the  honor  to  present  to  vou  a  report  of  my 
movements  since  tne  time  of  my  c^ture.  May 
twenty-third,  186i. 

On  the  evening  of  my  capture  I  was  taken  to 
Camp  Call,  the  headquarters  of  my  cantor.  Cap- 
tain I)i(dierson,  by  whom  I  was  very  lunaly  treated, 
together  with  my  officers  and  crew. 

On  the  morninff  of  the  twenty-fourth,  at  eleven 
A.  M.,  he  gave  to  tne  officers  a  wagon,  and  to  the 
wounded  a  wagon,  to  transport  them  to  Gains- 
viUe.  The  privates  were  compelled  to  march,  but 
the  officer  m  command  made  frequent  halts,  in 
order  that  the  men  might  not  become  toefatisued. 
We  reaohed  Qainsvifle  on  the  morning  of  the 
Iwentv-siith,  and  remained  until  that  of  the 
twentn-seventh,  when  we  were  placed  in  passenger 
cars  and  conveyed  to  Xjake  Citv,  at  which  place 
we  arrived  at  terelve  p.  M.  We  remained  here 
UBtM  the  following  taomin^  when  we  took  pas- 
sage in  a  box-car  for  Madison,  (all  the  negroes 
and  Captain  Daniels  remaining  behind,)  which 
place  we  reached  at  about  nine  a.  u.  Transporta- 
tion was  procured  for  oar  beagage,  and  we  com- 
menced a  wearisome  march  wt  Quitman,  which 
place  we  reached  on  the  evening  of  the  ensuing  da^. 

On  the  following  moniing  we  were  placed  m 
beK»cars  and  taken  to  Savannah,  which  place  we 
reached  eft  five  P.  u.,  and  were  marched  to  9^^^~ 
thorpe  barracks,  where  we  remained  all  nights 
this  being  the  first  time  since  our  capture  a  roof 
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of  tXLf  kind  covered  us»  or  we  bad  been  directly 
insulted  by  tbe  officer  in  command. 

The  next  morning  we  were  again  placed  in  box- 
carsi  and  on  the  same  eveaing  arrived  in  Macon. 
From  the  depot  a  guard  of  Georgian!  todi  us  in 
charge,  and  marched  us  to  Oglethrope  barracks, 
about  a  mile  distant  from  the  depot.  Here,  I 
regret  to  sav,  mya^  and  officers  were  separated 
from  the  wmte  portion  of  the  crew,  who  were 
taken  to  Andersonville. 

I  regret  to  aay  mv  officers  and  myself  were 
here  compelled  to  submit  to  a  most  humiliating 
search  of  our  persons  and  baggage,  the  Confeder- 
ate authorities  taking  any  and  all  money  from 
each  officer,  giving  mm  therefor  a  receipt  In 
many  cases  the  officers  never  saw  their  money 
again,  or  were  compelled  to  draw  it  from  the 
Confederate  authorities  at  the  rate  of  four  and  a 
half  Confederate  for  one  United  States  national  cur- 
rency, while,  at  the  same  time,  the  rates  of  exchange 
by  private  parties  were  from  eight  to  ten  (8  to  10) 
for  one  of  tne  same.  After  having  been  subjected 
to  the  searching  proeess,  we  were  shown  mto  a 
yard,  containing  about  three  and  one-half  (3i)  acres 
or  less,  in  which  were  already  confined  over  eleven 
hundred  (1100^  prisoners,  with  no  instructions  as 
to  the  rules  and  regulations,  nor  what  to  do  or  how 
to  act. 

We  finally,  as  it  was  now  dark,  bivouacked  in 
the  open  air.  The  next  morning  showed  us  here 
we  would  have  to  remain  for  some  time.  Muster- 
ing together  our  blankets,  we  formed  them  into  a 
sort  of  a  tent,  which,  though  open  at  both  ends, 
protected  us  from  the  hot,  scorching  ra^s  of  a 
noonday  sun.  During  the  morning  a  ration  was 
served  out  to  us,  which  consisted  <»  about  a  pint 
of  com  meal  and  a  table-spoonful  of  salt  each. 

I  remained  in  Macon,  together  with  my  other 
officers,  until  the  latter  part  of  July,  when  I  was 
among  the  first  six  hundred  sent  to  Charleston. 
At  the  time  of  our  leaving,  it  was  stated  one 
thousand  remained,  of  which  I  have  no  doabt 
Our  rations  in  Macon  were  of  the  poorest  kind 
— the  baeon  frequently  decayed,  and  always  full 
of  maggots ;  the  rice  full  of  weevils ;  the  beans 
full  of  worms  and  musty,  and  the  meal  sometimes 
musty ;  our  supply  of  salt  very  insufficient,  and 
no  vegetables. 

At  the  time  of  my  leaving  Macon  many  were 
prostrated  by  the  scurvy,  and  some  had  dded  of 
It  Among  my  immediate  acouaintances  was 
and  is  a  Mr.  Ellis,  of  ihe  navy,  who  was  sufiering 
severely  from  its  effects  in  Macon ;  his  body  being 
covered  with  huge  sores,  which, 'since  lus  removed 
to  Charleston,  have  beoom*  somewhat  better,  bat 
fiur  from  welL 

During  the  first  few  days  we  were  in  Charies- 
ton  we  (the  six  hundred)  were  confined  in  the 
jail-yard,  with  no  protection  from  the  weather  but 
what  is  known  in  the  army  as  a  shelter  tent,  into 
each  of  which  six  were  obliged  to  crowd,  and  in 
one  case  eight  We  were  here  nearly  starved ; 
compelled  to  mix  with  deserters,  murdersro, 
house-breakers,  and  felons  of  every  description ; 
add  to  this  the  brackish  water,  and  the  filth,  dirt, 
refuse,  which  was  allowed  to  collect  in  piles,  and 
which  created  a  stench  sufficient  to  breed  the  most 


loathsome  diaeases,  and  the  meagre  food,  oat 
position  waa  far  from  pleaaant  For  several  days 
a  table-spoonftd  of  lard  and  a  cup  of  meal  was 
the  only  ration,  but  then  again,  on  some  days, 
our  ration  would  consist  of  a  loaf  of  wheat  or  rice 
bread  and  a  pound  of  fresh  meat 

From  the  jail-yard  I  was  removed  to  the  work- 
house, together  with  a  number  of  others ;  here 
the  rations  were  better  a  little,  bat  we  only  re- 
mained a  few  days,  when  we  were  taken  to  Iloper 
Hospital.  Here  we  were  required  to  give  our 
parole  not  to  attempt  to  escape  or  hold  any  com- 
munication with  any  person  outside  the  prison 
limits.  The  building  is  large,  airy,  and  commo- 
dious, has  a  fine  yard  and  balcony  in  front,  good 
yard  and  accommodations  in  the  rear  for  cooking 
and  washing,  and  is  altogether  far  superior  to  aoT 
former  accommodations.  The  rations  are  also  of 
a  better  quality,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  ha?e 
been  increased  in  quantity,  but  still  are  very  poor 
rrtions  indeed. 

There  is  aoreat  scarcity  of  the  proper  medicines 
in  the  Confederal^,  and  many  or  our  officers  are 
now  suffering  in  the  hoapitals  for  the  want  of 
proper  medicine. 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  «r,  that  at  the  time  of  my 
capture  my  officers  and  myself  were  robbed  of 
much  clothing  and  valuables,  and  find  it  a  com- 
mon practice  of  the  Confeds  to  rob  men  of  boots, 
hats,  pants,  ooeta,  or  anything  they  may  choose  to 
fancy. 

During  the  time  I  have  been  confined  in 
Charleston  I  have  been  unwell,  and  have  repeat- 
edly gone  to  the  Confoderate  surgeon.  Doctor  Kett, 
for  medicine,  which  he  has  given  me,  but  uniform- 
ly without  success.  My  case  now  became  quite 
bad,  and  on  my  reporting  to  him  on  Tuesday  last 
for  medicine,  he  frankly  informed  me  he  oould  do 
nothing  for  me,  and  said,  furthermore,  I  would 
not  live  in  the  South,  offering  at  the  same  time,  if 
I  would  make  application,  to  give  his  certificate 
and  influence  in  my  behalf.  I  accepted  his  kind 
ofier,  and  made  application,  whioh  was  granted. 
I  signed  my  parole  September  first,  was  placed 
inside  of  o«r  tines,  off  Charleston,  on  the  second ; 
came  here  on  the  Wyoming  last  night  at  nine 
P.  If.,  and  now  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you. 

The  person  for  whom  I  am  to  try  and  effect  an 
exchange  is  Captain  Henry  Boneau,  captured  in 
the  blockade  runner  Ella  Annio. 

I  have  tke  honor  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  W.  Sanborn, 

AoUng  Englgn,  United  States  Navy. 

Kear-Admiral  J.  A.  Daiilgren, 

Com'd^  S.  A.  B.  Sqaadron,  Port  Roy^al  Harbor,  S.  C. 


Doc.  14. 


BEAUREGARD'S   PLAN   OF    ATTACK    AT 
THE  BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS. 

Hbadqvartkbs  Armt  or  trb  Potomac,  i 

■iBly  ao,  1061.    i 
Speeud  Order  No. 

The  following  order  is  ^blished  for  the  infer* 
mation  of  division  and  brigade  commanders : 
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FIRST  DIVISION. 

IsL  Briffadier-Oeneral  Ewell's  brigade  will 
inarch  via  Union  Mills  Ford,  and  place  itself  in 
position  of  attack  upon  the  enemv.  It  will  be 
oeld  in  readiness  either  to  support  the  attack  upon 
Centreville,  or  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Saux- 
ter's  Cross  Koads,  aocordine  to  circumstances. 

The  order  to  advance  willbe  given  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

2d.  Brigadier-Oeneral  Joneses  brigade,  sup- 
ported by  Colonel  Early's  brigade,  will  march 
via  McLane's  Ford,  to  place  itself  in  position 
of  attack  on  the  enemy  on  or  about  the  Union 
Mills  and  Centreville  road.  It  will  be  held  in 
readiness  either  to  support  the  attack  on  Cen- 
treville, or  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Fairfax 
Station,  according  to  circumstances,  with  its  right 
flank  towards  the  left  of  Ewell's  command,  more 
or  less  distant,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
country  and  attack. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  ^ven  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Sd.  Brigadier-General  Longstreet's  brigade, 
supported  by  Brigadier-General  Jackson's  bri- 
^e,  will  man^h  via  McLane's  Ford,  to  place  itself 
m  position  of  attack  upon  the  enemy  on  or  about 
the  Union  Mills  and  Centreville  road.  It  will  be 
held  in  readiness  either  to  support  the  attack  on 
Centreville,  or  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Fair- 
fox  Court  House,  according  to  circumstances,  with 
its  right  flank  towards  the  left  of  Jones's  com- 
mand, more  or  less  distant,  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  country. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chiefs 

FOURTH  DIVISION. 

4th.  Brigadier-General  Bonham's  brigade,  sup- 
ported by  Colonel  Bartow's  brigade,  will  march 
ria  Mitchell's  Ford  to  the  attack  on  Centreville. 
The  right  wing  to  the  left  of  the  Third  division, 
more  or  less  distant,  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  country  and  of  the  attack. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

FIFTH  DIVISION. 

» 

6th.  Colonel  Cocke's  brigade,  supported  by 
Colonel  Elz/s  brigade,  will  march  via  Stone 
Bridee,  and  the  fords  on  the  right  thereto,  to  the 
attack  of  Centreville :  the  right  wing  to  the  left 
of  the  Fourth  division,  more  or  less  distant,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the  country  and  of  the 
attack. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chiel 

SIXTH  DIVISION. 

6tli.   Brigadier-General  Bee's  brigade,  support- 
ed by  Colonel  Wilcox's  brigade,  Colonel  Stuart's 
Vol.  X.— Doc.       14 


regiment  of  cavalry,  and  the  whole  of  Walton's 
battery,  will  form  the  reserve,  and  will  march  via 
Mitchell's  Ford,  to  be  used  according  to  circom- 
stances. 

SEVENTH. 

* 

1.  The  light  batteries  will  be  distributed  as 
follows: 

To  Brigadier-General  Ewell's  command,  Captain 
Walker's  six  pieces. 

2.  To  Brigadier-General  Jones's  command. 
Captains  Alberti's  and  Stanard's  batteries  — 
eignt  pieces. 

3.  To  Brigadier-General  Longstreet's  com- 
mand. Colonel  Pendleton's  and  Captain  Inber- 
ton's  batteries  —  eight  pieces. 

4.  Brigadier-General  Bonham's  command,  Cap- 
tains Kemper's  and  Shields's  batteries  —  eignt 
pieces. 

5..  To  Colonel  Cocke's  command^  Colonel 
Hunton's,  Captain  Latham's,  and  Beckham's 
batteries  -^  twelve  pieces. 

EIGHTH. 

Colonel  Bedford,  commanding  cavalry,  will  de- 
tail to  report  immediately,  as  follows : 

To  Bngadier-General'  Ewell,  two  companies 
cavalry. 

To  Brigadier-General  Jones,  two  companies 
cavalry. 

To  Brigadier-General  Longstreet,  two  com- 
panies cavalry. 

To  Brigadiei-General  Bonham,  three  companies 
cavalry. 

To  Colonel  Cocke  the  remaining  companies  of 
cavalry,  except  those  on  special  service. 

NINTH. 

The  Fourth  and  Fifth  divisions,  after  the  fall  of 
Centreville,  will  advance  to  the  attack  of  Fairfax 
Court  House,  via  the  Braddock  and  Turnpike 
roads,  to  the  north  of  the  latter.  The  First,  Sec- 
ond, and  Third  divisions  will,  if  necessary,  support 
the  Fourth  and  Fifth  divisions. 

TENTH. 

In  this  movement  the  First,  Second,  and  Third 
divisions  will  form  the  command  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Holmes ;  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  divisions,  that 
of  the  second  in  command.  The  reserve  will  move 
upon  the  plains  between  Mitchell's  Ford  and  the 
Stone  Bridge,  and  together  with  the  Fourth  and 
Fifth  divisions  will  be  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  Brigadier-General  Beauregard. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard. 

Thomas  Jordan, 

A.  A.  AcUutant-GeDeral. 

Hbaoquartsbs  Arxt  of  the  Potomac,  ( 

Jaly  20, 1861.     ( 

Special  Orders  No, 

The  plan  of  attack  given  by  Brigadier-General 

Beauregard,  in  the  above  order,  is  approved,  and 

will  be  executed  accordingly. 

J.  E.  Johnston, 

General  C.  S.  A. 
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Doc.  15. 
ADDRESS  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  VIRGINIA.* 

The  delegates  now  assembled  in  convention  at 
Wheeling,  deem  it  proper  to  address  their  fellonr- 
dtizenn  throughout  the  commonwealth,  in  explana- 
tion and  vindication  of  the  course  they  have  unani- 
mously felt  it  incumbent  on  them  to  pursue. 

It  18  only  necessary  to  allude  briefly  to  the 
circumstances  which  called  this  convention  into 
existence,  to  justify,  in  the  fullest  manner,  any 
resumption  of  authority  by  the  people  in  whose 
name  they  act.  The  General  Assembly,  which 
met  in  extra  session  at  Richmond,  in  January 
last,  without  the  excuse  of  impending  danger  or 
other  grave  necessity,  and  witnout  constitutional 
authonty,  convened  a  convention,  "  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  they  may  deem  expedient  tor  the 
welfare  of  the  commonwealth;"  thus  tamely 
relinquishing  the  very  j)ower  reposed  in  them- 
selves by  tne  constitution,  and,  as  the  sequel 
proved,  with  a  corrupt  purpose.  Elections  were 
neld  for  delegates  to  tne  proposed  convention, 
and  it  being  then  clearly  understood  that  an  ac- 
tive and  influential  party  favored  the  secession  of 
the  commonwealth  from  the  United  States,  the 
issue  presented  everywhere  was  clearly  "  Seces- 
sion "  or  "  No  Secession."  We  need  not  remind 
you  that  by  a  very  large  majority  of  the  voters  of 
the  commonwealth  secession  was  rejected  and 
repudiated,  by  the  election  of  delegates  profess- 
edly opposed  to  that  iniquity,  nor  that  a  still 
larger  majority  required,  that  any  act  of  that  con- 
vention, altering  tne  fundamental  law  or  affect- 
ing the  relations  of  the  state,  should  be  submitted 
to  the  people,  and  without  the  approbation  of  a 
majority,  expressed  at  the  polls,  should  have  no 
force  or  effect 

The  proceedings  of  that  convention,  up  to  the 
seventeenth  of  April  last,  were  evidently  intended 
by  those  in  the  secret  to  persuade  the  members 
favorable  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  and  the 
people  at  large,  that  it  was  intended  to  propose 
terms  on  which  it  could  be  maintained.  On  the 
day  named  the  mask  was  thrown  aside,  and  the 
secession  ordinance  was  passed.  This  was  done 
in  secret  session,  and  no  immediate  promulgation 
of  the  fact  was  made  to  the  people ;  nor,  until 
since  this  convention  assembled,  was  the  injunc- 
tion of  secrecy  so  &r  removed  that  the  vote  on 
the  passage  of  the  ordinance  was  made  public. 
It  now  appears  that  more  than  one  third  of  the 
whole  convention  voted  against  it,  and  that  nine 
members  were  absent.  Up  to  this  day  the  de- 
bates which  preceded  the  vote  are  concealed  from 
the  people,  who  are  thus  denied  a  knowledge  of 
the  causes  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority, 
rendered  secession  necessary,  and  justified  so 
gross  a  disregard  of  their  lately  expressed  will. 

Under  the  legislative  act  calling  the  convention, 
from  which  alone  that  body  derived  its  authority, 
and  under  the  vote  of  the  people  provided  for  by 
that  act,  the  secession  ordinance  had  no  legal 

*  Unanimonsly  adopted  by  the  convention  in  session  at 
Wbeeling,  Juno  twenty-fourth,  1801. 


effect  until  ratified  at  the  polls  by  a  majority  of 
the  voters  of  the  commonwealth,  llie  leaders 
in  the  secession  movement,  whose  conduct  has 
proved  them  to  be  conspirators  asainst  the  State 
of  Virginia,  and  the  peace  and  welfare  of  her  peo- 
ple, did  not  wait  untd  the  time  fixed  for  this  rati- 
fication, to  begin  ^eir  overt  acts  of  treason  against 
the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  the  state  ana  people  for  whom  they 
professed  to  act.  Indeed,  two  days  before  the 
adoption  of  the  ordinance,  with  the  connivance, 
or,  as  is  alleged,  in  defiance  of  a  feeble  executive, 
they  levied  war  against  both  by  sending  their 
emissaries  to  capture  the  Harper's  Fernr  armory, 
and  to  obstruct  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  on 
which  is  situated  the  Oosport  navy  yard.  This 
bold  assumption  of  authority  was  followed  by 
numerous  acts  of  hostility  against  the  Uniteci 
States ;  by  the  levy  of  troops  to  aid  in  the  cap- 
ture of  the  national  capital,  and  the  subversion  of 
the  national  authority,  and,  to  crown  the  infamy  of 
the  conspirators,  with  whom  the  executive  had  now 
coalesced,  by  an  attempt,  without  even  the  pretence 
of  the  authority  or  acquiescence  of  the  people,  to 
transfer  their  allegiance  from  the  United  States  to 
a  league  of  rebellious  states,  in  arms  against  the 
former. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  day  arrived  when 
the  people  were  to  vote  for  or  against  the  seces- 
sion ordinance.  Threats  of  personal  injuiy  and 
other  intimidations,  such  as  had  been  uttered  upon 
the  floor  of  the  usurping  convention  against  tbe 
remaining  friends  of  the  Union  there,  were  used 
by  the  adherents  of  the  conspirators  in  every 
county  of  the  state.  Judges  cnarged  the  grand 
iuries  that  opposition  to  disunion  would  be  pun- 
ished as  treason  against  the  commonwealth ;  and 
the  armed  partisans  of  the  conspirators,  in  vari- 
ous places,  arrested,  plundered,  and  exiled  peace- 
able citizens,  for  no  other  crime  than  their  adher- 
ence to  the  Union  their  fathers  had  constructed, 
and  under  which  they  had  been  bom  and  lived  in 
prosperity  and»  peace.  We  are  not  apprised  by 
any  ofiicial  announcement  of  the  result  of  the  vote 
taken  under  such  circumstances ;  but,  whatever  it 
ipay  be,  we  denounce  it  as  unfair  and  unjust,  and 
as  affording  no  evidence  of  the  will  of  the  people 
on  the  subject  actually  presented  for  their  suffrages, 
and  much  less  of  their  consent  to  be  transferred 
to  the  self-constituted  oligarchy  of  the  south. 

In  the  point  of  view  in  which  this  result,  and 
the  transactions  which  inevitably  led  to  it,  should 
be  examined  by  the  people  of  Virginia,  it  is  un- 
important whether  secession  was  of  itself  desira- 
ble or  not  desirable;  because  the  end  cannot 
justify  the  means,  if  the  latter  are  illegal  and 
unholy.  In  the  present  case,  the  great  principle 
which  underlies  all  free  government — the  princi- 
ple that  the  will  of  the  people  is  the  supreme  law, 
or  as  expressed  in  the  Declaration  of  Inldepen- 
dence,  that  **  governments  derive  their  just  powers 
from  the  consent  of  the  governed,"  and  in  our 
own  Bill  of  Rights,  that  **  all  power  is  vested  in 
and  consequentiy  derived  from  the  people,"  has 
not  only  been  violated  and  set  at  nought,  but  has 
been  trampled  under  foot    In  the  call  of  the 
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conTendon,  in  the  acts  of  that  hody,  in  the  cir- 
cmnstances  preceding  and  accompanying  the  late 
election,  a  continued  effort  has  been  made,  with 
That  Buccess  you  know,  not  merely  to  disregard 
the  will  of  the  people,  but  to  set  it  at  defiance, 
and  to  establish  the  counter  principle,  that  the 
f«w  should  govern  the  many.  The  men  justly 
termed  conspirators  and  usurpers  because  they 
cannot  show  your  warrant  for  their  acts,  were, 
when  this  convention  met,  practically  in  full  pos- 
session of  every  branch  of  the  state  government, 
and  still  clium  the  right  to  exercise  their  usurped 
power ;  and  if  you  submit  to  their  acts  of  seces- 
ftion  and  affiliation  with  usurpers  like  themselves, 
yon  yield  to  them  the  richt  to  govern  you  in  per- 
petuity. Will  your  bill  of  rights  and  constitu- 
tion aifford  you  any  protection  against  those  who 
have  already  violatea  both  ?  Will  your  connec- 
tion with  a  pretended  Confederacy,  in  every  state 
of  which  the  leaders  have  openly  and  directly  re- 
fused to  submit  their  similar  acts  to  the  approval 
or  rejection  of  their  people,  aid  you  in  the  recov- 
ery of  the  fundamental  right  of  which  you  have 
been  so  wantonly  robbed  P 

But  is  secession  right,  or  is  it  desirable  if  it  is 
right?  We  will  not  amplify  the  argument  on  the 
first  branch  of  this  inquiry.  The  ratification  of 
the  constitution  of  the  Umted  States  by  our  own 
commonwealth,  in  express  terms,  reserves  the 
right  to  abrogate  it  to  those  by  whom  it  was 
made,  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  thus  re- 
pudiating in  advance  the  modem  doctrine  of  sep- 
arate state  secession.  This  is  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  views  of  our  elder  statesmen,  whose  pa- 
triotism and  ability  are  held  in  reverence,  not  only 
by  us  and  by  our  fellow-citizens  of  the  Union,  but  by 
good  men  throughout  the  world.  It  is  the  logic 
of  every  honest  heart,  that  a  contract,  a  compact, 
or  call  it  what  you  will,  can  only  be  set  aside  by 
the  joint  act  of  those  by  whom  it  was  made. 

But  why  should  secession  be  desirable  P  Why 
should  Yurginia  desire  to  withdraw  from  that 
Union  of  which  she  has  been  for  so  long  an  hon- 
ored member  —  that  Union,  the  accomplishment 
of  which  illumines,  with  the  brightest  rays,  her 
own  history,  and  the  lives  of  her  most  distin- 
guished sonsP*  Shall  it  be  said  that  what  she 
toiled  to  achieve  in  1787,  was  destroyed  by  her 
own  act  in  1661 P  Is  there  on  the  page  of  history 
the  story  of  a  nation  that  has  risen  more  rapidly 
to  prosperity  and  power,  or  more  steadily  ad- 
vanced m  intellectual  and  moral  culture  P  There 
is  no  such  nation,  nor  is  there  among  the  thirty- 
four  states  one  which  has  profited  more  by  the 
association,  or  one  which  would  sufier  more  from 
its  dissolution,  as  is  sufficiently  indicated  by  our 
geographical  position. 

Impressed  with  these  views,  the  north-western 
counties  of  the  state,  knowing  that  a  large  ma- 
jority of  their  people  remained,  and  would  remain, 
faithful  to  the  Umon  under  all  circumstances,  met 
in  convention  at  Wheeling  on  the  thirteenth  day 
of  May  laat,  to  consult  upon  their  condition  and 
to  take  auch  steps  as  it  might  indicate.  It  was 
literally  a  mass  convention,  and  from  the  irregular 
maimer  of  the  appointment  of  its  delegates,  was 


not  calculated  for  the  despatch  of  business.  As 
the  result  of  its  deliberations,  the  convention 
which  now  addresses  you  was  called,  the  represen- 
tation in  which  is  proportioned  to  that  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  The  number  of  counties  actually 
represented  is  thirty-four,  and  we  have  reliable 
assurance  that  several  which  are  now  with  us  in 
spirit,  will  ere  long  be  present  by  their  regubrly 
appointed  delegates.  Considering  that  in  so 
many  counties  every  expression  of  opinion  unfa- 
vorable to  the  conspirators  is  suppressed,  the  num- 
ber already  represented  is  larger  than  could  have 
been  anticipated.  Several  of  the  delegates  pres- 
ent escaped  from  their  counties  at  the  risk  of 
their  lives,  while  others  are  still  detained  at  home 
by  force  or  menaces  against  them  or  their  families 
and  property.  Such  is  doubtless  the  case  in 
other  counties  from  which  we  have  no  informa- 
tion. 

Two  courses  of  action  were  presented  to  those 
who  now  address  you  upon  their  organization, 
both  of  which  had  been  aebated  in  the  previous 
convention  at  this  place.  The  first  was  the  im- 
mediate separation  of  the  western  or  north-west- 
em  counties  from  the  residue  of  the  state.  This 
was  the  result  rather  of  a  previous  and  growing 
belief,  now  amounting  to  conviction  in  the  mindi 
of  all  throughout  this  section-  of  the  state,  that 
diversity,  almost  opposition,  of  interests,  — difierent 
directions  of  the  channels  of  trade,  and  the  want 
of  legislation  adapted  to  their  condition,  and  in- 
dispensable to  their  moral  and  material  prosperity, 
rendered  the  separation  desirable  under  any  and 
all  circumstances.  But  aside  from  the  constitu- 
tional requirements  which  made  its  accomplish- 
ment almost  impossible  while  hostilities  continued, 
the  consideration  that  to  separate  now,  would  be 
to  separate  firom  many  who,  under  circumstances 
even  more  adverse  than  those  by  which  they  had 
been  themselves  surrounded,  had  maintained  their 
loyalty  to  the  Federal  government,  caused  the 
abandonment  of  this  course  at  this  time.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  sense  of  duty  to  those  who,  Uke 
themselves,  were  constrained  to  repudiate  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Richmond  convention  and  the  state 
authorities,  demanded  that  such  a  course  should 
be  taken  as  would  enable  all  the  loyal  citizens  of 
the  commonwealth  to  participate  in  its  advan- 
tages, and  to  enjoy  the  security  it  might  ofier. 

Besides  submission  to  palpable  usurpation, 
there  was  then  but  one  alternative,  namely,  un- 
der the  authority  of  numerous  precedents  m  the 
history  of  nations,  to  assume  toe  conduct  of  the 
government,  on  the  ground  that  those  previously 
intrusted  with  its  administration,  by  their  numer- 
ous illegal  and  unconstitutional  acts,  in  plain  der- 
ogation of  the  rights  of  the  people,  had,  in  the 
language  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
**  abdicated  government,  by  declaring  us  out  of 
their  protection,  and  wagmg  war  against  us;'' 
whereby,  in  the  words  of  the  same  instmment, 
**  the  legislative  powers,  incapable  of  annihilation, 
have  returned  to  the  people  for  their  exercise." 
This  convention,  therefore,  in  humble,  but,  as 
they  firmly  believe,  proper  imitation  of  the  sages 
of '76,*  have,  **in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the 
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good  peopk  of  Virginia,"  issued  their  declara- 
tion, **  tnat  the  preservation  of  their  dearest 
rights  and  liberties,  and  their  securi^  in  person 
and  property,  imperatively  demand  the  reorgan- 
ization of  the  government  of  the  commonwealth." 
In  pursuance  of  this  declaration,  we  have  passed 
such  ordinances  as  are  immediately  necessary  to 
reorganize  the  government,  and  put  it  in  opera- 
tion. We  have  appointed  a  governor,  lieutenant- 
governor,  attorney-general,  and  executive  coun- 
cil, leaving  to  the  General  Assembly,  which  we 
have  directed  to  be  convened,  at  a  very  early  day, 
to  fill,  or  to  provide  for  filling,  all  other  offices  as 
soon  as  in  their  judgment  it  can  be  properly  done. 
The  terms  of  the  officers  we  have  appointed  are 
limited  to  six  months,  or  until  the  election  and 

Qualification  of  their  successors,  for  which  the 
leneral  Assembly  is  authorized  to  provide  at  the 
earliest  possible  period.  In  all  this,  our  fellow- 
citizens  will  clearly  perceive  that  there  has  been 
no  disposition  to  assume  any  power  or  authority 
not  demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  their  present 
unhappy  condition,  or  to  retain  it  longer  than  a 
regard  for  their  highest  interests  may  require. 

In  reply  to  remarks  which  have  been  made 
abroad,  we  deem  it  proper  to  say,  that  we  have  not 
seen  occasion  to  take  any  steps  in  reference  to  the 
debt  of  the  state.  The  idea  of  the  repudiation  of 
any  part  of  it  which  was  legally  contracted,  has 
not  been  expressed  or  entertained  by  any  member 
of  the  convention.  The  only  notice  the  subject 
has  received,  has  been  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
posed separation  of  the  western  counties,  and 
whenever  it  has  been  thus  named,  those  desirous 
of  separation  have  invariably  expressed  their 
willingness  to  assume  their  equitable  portion  of 
the  burden.  Any  promises  of  payment  or  pro- 
jects of  arrangement  at  this  time,  when  the  verv 
existence  of  the  commonwealth  is  threatened, 
would  be  worse  than  idle. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  with  the  firm 
conviction  that  the  course  adopted  is  the  only  one 
by  which  the  state  can  be  retained  in  the  Union, 
and  the  liberties  and  rights  of  the  people  secured 
and  perpetuated,  we  most  earnestly  call  upon  our 
loyal  fellow-citizens,  in  every  county  of  the  com- 
monwealth, who  are  not  already  represented  in 
the  General  Assembly  and  in  this  convention,  to 
elect  members  of  the  legislature,  and  appoint 
delegates  to  this  body,  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  Writs  of  election  will  be  issued  by  the 
executive  whenever  it  appears  that  they  can  be 
executed,  and  representatives  from  every  county 
will  be  most  cordially  received.  No  suspension 
or  essential  change  of  any  port  of  the  constitution 
or  laws  of  the  commonwealth,  unless  positively 
demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  will  be 
made,  until  the  will  of  the  whole  people,  or  of 
their  authorized  representatives,  can  be  freely  ex- 
pressed ;  and  such  changes  as  -have  been,  or  may 
nereafter  be,  so  demanded,  will  be  submitted  for 
ratification  at  an  early  day. 

We  call  upon  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  common- 
wealth to  organize  and  arm  for  its  defence  against 
the  conspirators  and  usurpers  at  Richmond,  and 
their  aiders  and  abettors.    Plans  will  immediately 


be  devised  to  give  to  such  organizations  the  ^reat* 
est  efficiency.  The  general  government  will  aid  and 
protect  us  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  and  will 
most  unquestionably  recognize  tne  reorganized 
government  as  the  true  and  legitimate  govern- 
ment of  the  state.  They  cannot  and  will  not  do 
otherwise. 

The  reorganized  government  appeals  to  the  great 
body  of  the  people  for  countenance  and  support 
in  this  hour  of  great  anxietv  and  trial.  They  do 
so  confidently,  because,  wnile  there  have  heen 
many  defections  firom  the  great  and  holy  cause  of 
**  Lioerty  and  Union  "  among  those  to  whom  you 
have  been  accustomed  to  look  for  political  infor- 
mation and  direction,  there  have*  been  cotaipara- 
tivelv  few  among  yourselves.  In  this  matter, 
which  appeals  to  your  dearest  rights  and  interests, 
you  have  responded  spontaneously  to  the  prompt- 
mgs  of  your  honest  hearts.  Your  own  experience 
has  taught  you  the  great  benefits  of  the  Union, 
and  you  recognize  the  great  principle,  that  a  gov- 
ernment so  beneficial  in  its  operations,  so  mild  in 
its  requirements,,  so  powerful  to  protect,  and  so 
constituted  as  to  diffuse  throughout  an  immense 
territory  the  blessings  of  prosperity  and  happiness, 
"should  not  be  changed  for  light  or  transient 
causes."  In  every  county  where  the  free  expres- 
sion of  your  views  has  been  permitted,  your  ma- 
jorities in  favor  of  the  maintenance  and  perpetuity 
of  the  Union  have  far  exceeded  the  calculations 
of  the  most  sanguine  among  your  friends.  Per- 
severe, then,  in  your  most  holy  war  against  the 
corrupt  and  perjured  oligarchy  who  have  usurped 
your  government,  and  would  have  sold  you  to  the 
ambitious  despots  of  an  unholy  affiliation.  In 
such  a  cause,  we  may  look  for  the  blessings  of 
that  Holy  One,  who  has  made  it  a  part  of  his 
divine  providence  that  those  who,  in  purity  of 
heart  and  purpose,  strive  for  the  preservation  of 
their  dearest  rights,  their  homes  and  their  coun- 
try, although  the  struggle  may  be  protracted  for 
long  and  weary  years,  shall  never  strive  in  vain. 
By  order  of  the  Convention, 

Abthub  L  Boreslvn, 

JE^reeidcnt. 

G.  L.  Cranmer, 

Secretary.  • 


Doc.  16. 

THE  PASSAGE  OF  THE   POTOHAC. 

QENEBAL  PATTERSON'S  REPORT. 

Headquarters  Departjient  Pennsylvania,  ) 

Martxnsbubo,  July  G,  i»Oi.     ( 

Colond  E.  D,  Tovmsend^  A.  A.  General  XJ.  8,  A.^ 

Washington  City : 

Sir:  I  telegraphed  my  intention  to  cross  the 
Potomac  on  the  first  instant.  I  now  have  the 
honor  to  report  my  movements  since  that  date. 

I  left  Hagerstown  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
thirtieth  ultimo,  the  earliest  day  my  commtuid 
could  take  the  field  in  a  proper  condition  for 
active  service,  intending  the  following  morning  to 
enter.  Virginia  with  two  columns,  (at  Dam  xs'o. 
Four  and  at  WiUiamsport,)  to  be  united  the  same 
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hj  at  HainesTiUe,  the  location  of  the  rebels. 
Owing  to  the  danger  and  difficultv  attending  the 
fording  at  Dam  No.  Four,  I  placea  all  the  force  at 
Williamsport. 

My  order  of  march  for  the  second  instant,  is 
girea  in  the  accompanying  circular.  The  advance 
crossed  the  Potomac  at  four  A.  IL,  all  taking  the 
main  road  to  Martinsburg  with  the  exception  of 
Xedey's  brigade,  which,  about  one  mile  nrom  the 
ford,  diverged  to  the  right  to  meet  the  enemy, 
shoald  he  come  firom  Hedgesville,  to  guard  our 
right  and  to  rejoin  at  Hainesville. 

About  five  miles  from  the  ford  the  skirmishers 
in  front  and  on  the  flank  suddenly  became  en- 
gaged with  the  enemj  posted  in  a  clump  of 
trees,  at  the  same  tune  their  main  force  ap- 
peared in  front  sheltered  by  fences,  timber,  and 
houses. 

Abercrombie  immediately  deployed  his  regi- 
ments, (First  Wisconsin  and  ETeventh  Pennsyl- 
tania,)  on  each  side  of  the  road,  placed  Hudson's 
section,  supported  by  the  First  troop  Philadel- 
phia City  cavalry,  in  the  road,  and  advanced  to 
the  attauL  against  a  warm  fire  before  him.  The 
enemy,  being  supported  by  artillery,  resisted  for 
twenty-five  minutes  with  much  determination. 

Lieutenant  Hudson,  after  getting  into  position, 
soon  silenced  their  guns. 

In  the  mean  time  Thomas's  brigade  rapidlv  ad- 
Tsnced,  and  deployed  to  the  left  flank  of  the 
enemy.  The  enemv  seeing  this  movement,  and 
being  pressed  by  Abercrombie,  retired,  hotly  pur- 
sued for  four  miles  by  artillery  and  infantry.  The 
cavalry  could  not  be  employed  on  account  of 
numerous  fences  and  walls  crossing  the  country. 
la  the  enemy's  camp  was  found  camp  equipage, 
provisions,  grain,  &o. 

This  brush  was  highly  creditable  to  our  arms, 
winning  as  we  did  the  day  against  a  foe  superior 
in  number  to  those  engaged  on  our  side.  They 
were  well  posted,  sheltered  bv  timber,  and  sus- 
tained by  artillery  and  cavalry.  Our  men  ad- 
vanced over  open  ground  against  a  warm  fire  of 
artillery  and  infantry.  I  present  the  reports  of  the 
Colonels  Abercrombie  and  Thomas,  and  Lieuten- 
ants Perkins  and  Hudson,  and  take  much  pleasure 
in  bearing  testimony,  as  an  eye-witness,  to  the  ad- 
mirable manner  in  which  their  commands  were 
bandied  and  their  commendations  earned. 

I  also  bear  testimony  to  the  efficient  service  in 
posting  portions  of  the  troops,  and  conducting 
them  to  the  front  and  into  action,  rendered  by  the 
members  of  my  stafi"  present  and  on  the  field  of 
battle,  Colonel  Porter,  Captain  John  Newton,  and 
Lieutenant  Babcock,  and  Majors  Price  and  Biddle, 
who  were  employed  conveying  orders,  also  Sur- 
geon Tripler,  m  attention  to  the  wounded. 

The  losi  of  the  enemy  was  over  sixty  in 
killed. 

The  number  of  the  wounded  cannot  be  ascer- 

taioedy  as  a  lar^e  number  were  carried  off  the  field. 

lam,  8ir» 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

K.  Pattebson, 
MtyO'Qeaienl,  eommandlng. 


CIRCULAR. 
Hbadquastbbs  Dbpabtmekt  or  Pbnmstlvavia,  ) 

WiLLLUfSPOBT,  Md.,  July  1,  1861.     ) 

The  commands  will  move  to-morrow  as  follows, 
crossing  the  Potomac  at  this  place  at  three  A.  M. : 

Colonel  Abercrombie's  brigade,  with  one  section 
of  artillery  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry. 

Colonel  Thomas's  brigade,  with  one  company  o*f 
cavahy  and  two  pieces  of  artillery. 

General  Negle/s  brigade.  Colonel  Jjongneck- 
er's  brigade,  and  one  compariy  cavalry.  General 
Cadwallader,  commanding. 

The  commanders  will  move  in  the  above  order. 
Baggage  trains  will  cross  after  the  commands,  and 
be  guarded  by  a  portion  of  its  regiment  A 
strong  rear  guard  will  be  detailed  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  first  division. 

The  wagons  must  be  kept  closed  up.  Two  regi- 
ments in  all,  from  the  third  and  fourth  brigades, 
will  be  left  as  a  guard  to  the  public  property  in 
this  town. 

The  commanders  of  cavalry  companies  and  sec- 
tions of  artillery  will  report  to  their  brigade  com- 
manders to-night,  and  join  them  in  the  morning. 
By  order  of  Mcjor-General  Patterson. 

F.  J.  Porter, 

Asslataat  AdJatant-GeneraL 


Doc.  17. 


FIGHT   WITH   THE   RAM   ALBEMARLE. 
OFFICIAL  NAVAL   RUFORTS. 
TTnited  Statks  Btbambr  Mattabesbtt,  ) 

At  A29CUOS  OFF  ROANOKB  RiVBB,  May  6,  18(M.      ( 

General  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  engaged 
the  ram  Albermarle  yesterday,  from  4.40  to  7.30 
p.  M.,  with  all  my  force,  and  regret  that  our  efforts 
to  capture  him  were  not  attended  with  success. 
Our  snot  had  no  perceptible  effect  upon  her,  close 
alongside.  I  drove  her,  however,  into  the  mouth 
of  Roanoke  River,  somewhat  damaged,  I  think,  but 
with  machinery  not  disabled.  I  captured  the  Bomb- 
shell, with  thirty-seven  prisoners,  ofificers  and  men. 
Have  not  as  ^et  had  way  official  return  from  the 
Sassacus,  which  has  her  in  charge,  and  is  anchored 
several  miles  below.  Our  loss  in  the  large  ves- 
sels is  five  killed  and  twenty-six  wounded.  I 
shall  be  able  to  hold  possession  of  the  sound 
against  anv  force  the  rebels  can  organize  at  this 
point.       1  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  HlOTH, 
CsptaiD,  and  Senior  Naval  Oflteer. 

Brigadier-General  J.  N.  Palmer, 

Commanding  Land  Foroea  In  North  Carolina. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

AotlDg  Rear-Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

LETTER  OF   ADMIRAL   8.  P.  LEE. 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlaittio  Blockamvo  ( 
SquAURON,  Jamks  Rivkr,  May  14, 18<H.    { 

Sir  :  I  transmit  enclosed  the  report  received 
last  night  from  Captain  Melancton  Smith,  senior 


214 


REBELLION  RECORD,   1862-64. 


officer  present,  of  the  gallant  fiffht  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  fifth  instant,  in  Albemarle  Sound,* 
between  our  wooden  gunboats  and  the  rebel  iron- 
clad ram  Albemarle,  in  which  the  latter  was  re- 
pulsed and  her  tender  captured.  I  ask  the  spe- 
cial attention  of  the  department  to  the  signal 
bravery  displayed  by  Captian  Smith,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  engaged  with  him  in  this  remarkable 
action,  which  adds  a  brilliant  page  to  the  exploits 
of  the  navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rc«r- Admiral,  oommanding  N.  A.  B.  Sqaadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Kavy. 

ADMIRAL  LES'S  INSTRUCTIONS. 

Flao-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockadino  > 

Squaoroit,  off  Newport  News,  Va.,  > 

AprU23, 18M  — IP.M.     ) 

Snt :  The  Navy  Department,  by  telegraphic  de- 
spatch of  this  date,  directs  me  to  send  you  to 
assume  command  in  the  sounds  of  North  Oarolina, 
for  the  purpose  of  attacking,  at  all  hazards,  the 
rebel  ram  there,  in  the  best  manner  to  insure  its 
destruction,  by  running  it  down  with  the  double- 
enders,  or  in  any  other  manner  which  my  judg- 
ment or  yours  may  suggest. 

The  Miami  (Commander  Renshaw)  and  the 
Tacony  (Lieutenant-Commander  Truxton)  are 
now  in  the  sounds.  The  Sassacus  (Lieutenant- 
Commander  Roe)  was  sent  there  last  night  You 
will  take  the  Mattabesett  (Commander  Febiger) 
and  the  Wyalusing  (Lieutenant-Commander 
Queen)  with  y-ou,  and  leave  with  all  practicable 
despatch,  availing  yourself  of  the  present  high 
tides  to  enter  the  sounds..  I  send  with  yod 
two  (2)  officers  who  have  served  in  the  sounds, 
and  whose  local  knowledge  will  be  useful  to  you. 

Enclose  a  copy  of  my  instructions  of  the  twen-' 
ty-first  instant  to  Commander  Davenport  for  your 
information  and  guidance,  unless  you  find  occasion 
to  vary  them  for  a  more  promising  plan  of  attack. 

Attacking  the  ram  will,  to  some  extent,  intimi- 
date it,  and  by  getting  alongside  of  it,  in  or  near 
contact,  and  on  each  side,  holding  position,  and 
by  firing  at  the  centre  of  its  ports,  whether  open 
or  shut,  and  on  its  roof,  you  will  disable  and  cap- 
ture it.  Your  guns  should  have  double  breeching, 
and  be  loaded  with  heavy  charges  (say  from  ^- 
teen  (15)  to  eighteen  ri8)  pounds  of  powder  for 
the  nine-inch  guns)  anu  solid  shot,  and  they  should 
so  be  depressed  as  to  fire  as  near  a  perpendicular 
line  to  the  slope  of  the  roof  as  practicable.  If  all 
hands  lie  down  when  the  guns  are  fired,  they  wiU 
escape  the  rebound  of  broken  parts  from  the  shot. 

At  the  time  of  this  attack,  if  some  shell  were 
thrown  down  the  ram*s  smoke-stack,  she  might 
thus  be  disabled. 

The  advantage  of  getting  alongside,  and  of  each 
side  of  her,  is,  that  you  prevent  her  from  ramming, 
and  have  a  controlhng  nre  upon  her  roof  and  ports. 

The  ports  and  stem  are  her  weak  points.  Even 
if  her  ports  are  kept  closed,  as  in  her  attack  on 
the  Miami  and  Southfield's  bows,  you  can,  if 
alongside  of  her,  fire  through  them  and  into  her ; 


and  if  her  roof  is,  as  described,  of  railroad  iron, 
with  a  thin  plating  over  it,  the  mechanical  diffi- 
culty of  securing  this  is  such  that  it  will  loosen 
and  fiy  off  under  the  concussion  of  your  heavy 
fire,  whilst  the  inside  nuts  and  bolts  will  act  like 
canister  on  her  deck,  and  the  concussion,  espe- 
cially if  her  ports  are  shut,  will  shock  and  demor- 
alize her  crew,  giving  you  a  complete  victor}'. 
Besides,  you  may  force  her  ashore,  where  the  fall- 
ing freshet  in  the  Roanoke  River  will  leave  her. 

Be  sure  and  not  have  the  neutral  point  of  your 
wheel-houses  opposite  her  ports.  Your  wheel- 
houses  should  be  abaft  or  forward  of  her  roof,  — 
better  abaft. 

The  department  seems  to  prefer  ramming.  This 
ram  is  reported  to  be  of  the  usual  Merrimac  mod- 
el ;  if  so,  heavy  logging,  and  a  knuckle  ironed 
over,  make  her  sides  strong.  But  ramming  under 
high  speed  may  drive  it  in,  or  you  may  drive  her 
ashore,  or  mount  her  ends,  and  (especially  if  in 
the  sounds  with  some  sea)  sink  her.  Intrusted 
by  the  department  with  the  performance  of  this 
signal  service,  I  leave  (with  the  expression  of  my 
views)  to  you  the  manner  of  executing  it 

All  assaults  are  exposed  service;  out  this  as- 
sault has,  with  much  real  risk,  less  than  appears. 

Wishing  you  success  and  promotion, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Respectfully  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee,  . 
Actinfif  Bear-Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Captain  M.  Smith, 

United  States  Iron-olad  Onondaga. 

SEPOKT   OF  CAPTAIN   HELANCTON  SMITH. 

Unttbd  States  Stbambb  Mattabesett,  ) 

At  Anciiob,  Albemarle  Sound,  > 

Off  Boanoke  Kiver,  May  5, 1804.     ) 

Sib  :  I  would  respectfully  report  that  the  ram 
Albemarle,  steamer  Cotton  Plant,  with  troops, 
and  the  armed  steamer  Bombshell,  laden  with 
provisions  and  coal,  came  out  of  Roanoke  River 
to-day  at  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  after  being  tolled 
ten  miles  down  the  sound  by  the  picket  force  left 
to  guard  the  entrance  of  the  river,  the  Mattabe- 
sett, Wyalusing,  Sassacus,  and  Whitehead  got 
under  way,  and  stood  up  to  enga^  them ;  the 
smaller  boats  falling  into  position  m  accordance 
with  the  enclosed  programme. 

The  engagement  commenced  at  4.40  by  the  ram 
firing  the  furst  gun,  which  destroyed  the  Matta- 
besett's  launch,  and  wounded  several  men.  The 
second  shot  cut  away  some  of  the  standing  and 
running  rigging.  At  4.45  the  Bombshell  surren- 
dered to  the  Mattabesett,  and  was  ordered  to  fall 
in  our  wake ;  at  4.50  fired  a  broadside  into  the 
ram  at  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards ; 
at  5.50  the  Sassacus  delivered  her  fire  on  pass- 
ing, and  then  rammed  his  stern,  pouring  in  a 
broadside  at  the  same  time.  The  Sassacus  was 
seen  soon  afterwards  enveloped  with  steam,  when 
sho  hauled  off,  evidently  disabled.  The  colors  of 
the  ram  at  this  moment  came  down,  and  it  was  some 
time  before  it  was  ascertained  whether  he  had 
surrendered,  or  they  had  been  shot  away.  During 
the  contact  it  was,  of  course,  impossible  for  the 
other  vessels  to  fire ;  but  when  the  Sassacus  be- 
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came   disengaged  and  resumed  her  firing,  the 
engagement  became  general ;  the  smaller  vessels 
firing  so   rapidly  that  it  was  dangerous  for  the 
larger  ones  to  approach,  and  they  appeared  also 
to  be  ignorant  ot  all  signals,  as  they  answered 
without  obeying  them.    The  engagement  contin- 
ued until  about  7.30,  when,  it  becoming  dark,  the 
Commodore  Hull  and  Ceres  were  sent  ahead  to 
keep  the  ram  in  sight,  and  to  remain  on  picket  duty 
off  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke  Kiver,  if  be  succeed- 
ed in  entering  it;    the  Mattabesett,  Wyalusing, 
Miami,  and  Whitehead  coming  to  anchor  in  the 
sound  two  miles  and  a  half  below.    Eight  torpe- 
does have  been  furnished  by  the  army,  and  an 
attempt  was  made  last  night  to  place  them  in  the 
mouth  of  the  river :  the  entrance  being  watched, 
it  was  found  impracticable.    Another  effort  was 
made  to-day,  at  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  the  ram 
was  discovered  two  miles  above  on  his  way  out. 
During  the  engagement  a  seine  was  laid  out  across 
the  ram's  bow,  in  obedience  to  orders,  to  tr^  and 
foul  his  propeller,  but  he  passed  over  it  without- 
injury.    A  torpedo  was  rigged  out  from  the  bow  of 
the  ^liami,  and  she  was  ordered  to  go  ahead  and 
attempt  to  explode  it,  but  from  some  cause,  yet 
unexplained,  it  was  not  done.     She  ran  up,  how- 
ever, sheered  off  and  delivered  her  broadside,  and 
continued  to  fire  at  him  rapidly.     The  injuries 
sustained  by  the  ram  are  thought  to  be  considera- 
ble, but  his  motive  power  is  evidently  uninjured. 
His  boats  were  knocked  off  from  the  decks,  and 
his  stack  riddled,  and  it  is  also  believed  that  one 
of  his  guns  was  disabled.    The  ram  is  certainly 
very  formidable.    He  is  fast  for  that  class  of  ves- 
sel, making  from  six  to  seven  knots,  turns  quickly, 
and  is  armed  with  heavy  guns,  as  is  proved  by  the 
one  hundred-pounder  Brooks  projectile  that  en- 
tered and  lodged  in  the  Mattabesett,  and  one 
hundred-pounder  Whitworth  shot  received  by  the 
Wyalusing,  while  the  shot  fired  at  him  were  seen 
to  strike  fire  upon  the  casemates  and  hull,  fiying 
upw^ards  and  falling  in  the  water  without  having 
had  any  perceptible  effect  upon  the  vessel.    I  liad 
tried  the  effect  of  ramming  (as  suggested  bv  the 
department)  in  the  case  of  the  Sassacus,  and  was 
deterred  from  repeating  the  experiment  by  the 
injury  she  had  sustained,  and  a  signal  from  the 
Wyalusing  that  she  was  sinking,  which,  if  the  lat- 
ter had  been  correct,  (and  I  was  not  informed 
to  the  contrary  until  afler  the  vessels  came  to 
anchor,)  would  have  left  too  small  a  force  of  effi- 
cient vessels  to  keep  the  control  of  the  sound, 
which  I  now  hold,  and  shall  be  able  to  maintain 
against  any  rebel  force  that  they  will  be  able  to 
organize  at  this  point  when  present  damages  are 
repaired.     I  am  convinced  that  side-wheel  steam- 
ers cannot  be  laid  alongside  of  the  Albemarle 
without  totally  disabling  their  wheels,  which  is 
the  reason  for  not  adopting  the  suggestion  con- 
tained in  your  order  to  me  of  the  twenty-third 
instant     It  is  reported  that  the  rebel  barges  with 
troops  were  at  the  mouth  of  the  Croatan  River, 
ready  to  come  out,  and  a  steamer  toas  seen  in  that 
direction;  but  in  regard  to  the  first  I  have  no 
positive  information. 
I  herewith  enclose  a  list  of  casualties  on  board 


the  several  vessels  engaged,  and  will  forward  the 
detailed  reports  of  the  expenditure  of  ammunition 
and  damages  they  sustained  so  soon  as  they  are 
received  from  the  commanding  officer.  I  also  for- 
ward you  a  hurried  sketch  of  the  appearance  of 
the  ram. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Captain,  and  Senior  OiBcer  of  the  Sound. 
Acting  Rear-Adrairal  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding^  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORT  OF  CAPT.  SMITH. 

UmTSD  States  Steamkr  MATrABEssTT, ) 
Off  Roakokb  River,  May  6,  IQM.     ) 

Sib  :  I  should  have  embodied  in  my  report  the 
number  of  prisoners,  arms,  &c.,  captured  in  the 
Bombshell,  but  the  Sassacus,  who  took  her  in 
charge  afrer  being  herself  disabled,  is  anchored 
some  distance  below,  and  has  not  communicated 
with  me,  and  I  have  no  available  steamer  to  com- 
municate with  him.  I  am  trving  again  to  place 
torpedoes  in  the  bend  of  the  Koanoke  River,  two 
miles  and  a  haif  from  the  mouth. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Captain. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

GENERAL  ORDER  AS  TO  PLAN  OF  ATTACK. 

United  States  Steamer  Mattabesett,  > 
Albemarle  Sound,  Maj  2, 18U.     ) 

The  steamers  will  advance  in  the  third  order  of 
steaming,  the  Miami  leading  the  second  line  of 
steamers. 

Miami,  Mattabesett, 

Ceres,  Sassacus, 

Commodore  Hull,  Wyalusing, 

Seymour,  Whitehead. 

The  proposed  plan  of  attack  will  be,  for  the 
large  vessels  to  pass  as  close  as  possible  to  the 
ram,  without  endangering  their  wheels,  delivering 
their  fire,  and  rounding  to  immediately  for  a  sec- 
ond discharge. 

The  steamer  Miami  will  attack  the  ram,  and  en- 
deavor to  explode  her  torpedo  at  any  moment  she 
may  have  the  advantage,  or  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunitv.  Specific  orders  cannot  be  given  for  the 
attack,  as  the  manoeuvring  of  the  ram  cannot  be 
anticipated,  and  the  only  order  considered  neces- 
sary is  to  sink,  destroy,  or  capture  by  some  or  all 
methods  here  suggested.  The  stern  of  the  ram 
is  to  be  fired  at  by  any  of  the  vessels  having  a 
heavy  gun,  taking  care  not  to  fire  when  any  of 
our  own  vessels  are  in  ran^e.  The  propeller  is 
to  be  fouled,  if  possible,  by  Imes  from  the  stems  of 
our  vessels,  or  with  the  fish-net,  as  heretofore  pro- 
posed. 

The  stack  of  the  ram  is  supposed  to  be  capped, 
rendering  it  impossible  to  tnrow  powder  or  shell 
down,  but  all  vessels  having  hose  should  be  pre- 
pared to  lead  them  up  under  the  cap  in  the  event 
of  getting  alongside.  The  stern  and  ports  are 
probably  the  most  vulnerable  points,  and  should 
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be  assailed  by  every  vessel  having  an  opportunity 
to  fire  into  them.  A  blow  from  the  ram  must  l>e 
received,  if  possible,  on  the  bow,  and  as  near  the 
stem  as  our  steering  will  permit ;  and  if  the  prod 
should  enter  a  vessel  in  that  manner,  open  wide 
and  go  ahead,  to  prevent  her  withdrawing  it, 
when  the  other  vessels  will  attack  the  propeller. 

Should  the  thirty  armed  launches  accompany 
the  ram,  the  small  steamers  will  run  them  down, 
using  their  howitzers  with  shrapnel  on  approach- 
ing, and  hand  ^enades  when  near.  Small  grap- 
nels should  be  m  readiness  to  throw  at  the  stack, 
and  secure  our  vessels  alongside  when  other  ex- 
periments have  failed.  Ramming  mav  be  resorted 
to,  but  the  peculiar  construction  of  tne  stems  of 
the  double-enders  will  render  this  a  matter  of  seri- 
ous consideration  with  their  commanders,  who 
will  be  at  liberty  to  use  their  judgment  as  Co  the 
propriety  of  this  course  when  a  chance  shall  pre- 
sent iUelf.  M.  Smith, 

Senior  Officer. 

CASUALTIES   ON   THE   8ASSACU8. 

United  States  Steamer  Sassacus,  > 

May  0, 18<H.     ) 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  casualties  arising  on  board  this  ship 
from  the  engagement  of  the  fifth  instant : 

James  M.  Hobby,  first  assistant  engineer, 
scalded  severely;  G.  H.  Doyle,  first  class  fire- 
man, ditto;  Thomas  Welch,  first  class  fireman, 
scalded,  perhaps  fatally ;  James  Tillot,  first  class 
fireman,  William  Sutherland,  first  class  fire- 
man, Edward  Kelly,  second,  class  fireman,  and 
Joseph  Murray,  second  class  fireman,  scalded 
and  wounded,  perhaps  fatally ;  O.  H.  Merrell, 
second  class  nreman,  scalded  very  severely; 
Charles  White,  second  dass  fireman,  scalded 
very  severely;  Thomas  Johnson,  second  coal- 
heaver,  killed;  John  English,  coal-heaver,  M. 
Sullivan,  coal-heaver,  and  E.  Sullivan,  coal- 
heaver,  scalded;  E.  H.  Mayer,  ensign,  and  E. 
Sawyer,  ensign,  contusion,  not  severe ;  E.  Clav- 
ton,  ordinary  seaman,  and  John  Lang,  captain 
after  guard,  wounded  severely ;  William  McKay, 
carpenter's  mate,  and  George  Simms,  captain's 
steward,  wounded,  not  seriously;  and  T.  W. 
Smith,  seaman,  scaided. 
Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Edgar  Holden, 

Assistant-Surgcoii,  U.  S.  N. 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  A.  Ro£, 
Commanding. 

'casualties  on  the  MATTABBSETT. 

United  States  Steamer  Mattabesett,  > 
Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  Hay  5,  I86i.     ) 

SiR:  I  would  most  respectfully  report  the 
following  casualties  on  board  this  slup  during  the 
action  with  the  rebel  ram  to-dav : 

Killed,  —  Ralph  E.  Lake,  m*st  class  fireman, 
and  William  H.  Dewitt,  first  class  boy. 

Wounded,  —  James  L.  Plunkett,  acting  master, 
contusion  of  right  thigh ;  Daniel  Lamon,  captain 
forecastle,  lacerated  wound  of  scalp  ;  James  Mul- 
vehill,  ordinarv  seaman,  contused  wound  of  back 


and  left  elbow ;  Greenburg  T.  Smith,  landsman, 
contused  wound  of  left  shoulder;  Charles  F. 
Moeller,  first  dass  boy,  wound  of  ri^ht  knee  and 
ecchymosis  of  left  eyebrow  and  hd;  John  B. 
Jewett,  landsman,  punctured  wound  of  right 
fore-arm. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

Samuel  P.  Boter, 

Acting'  Aafiistant-Sargeon,  U.  S.  N. 

Commander  John  C.  Febiger, 
United  Stotes  Navy. 

CASUALTIES  ON   THE   WYALUSING. 

United  States  Steamer  Wtalusino,  ) 
Off  Koanoke  River,  May  5,  IBM,     \ 

Sib  :  I  regret  to  report  the  death  of  John  A. 
Oliver,  landsman,  by  being  struck  on  the  right 
side  of  the  head,  on  the  temporal  bone,  near  the 
suture,  by  a  fragment  of  iron  shot  away  from  off 
one  of  the  starboard  smoke-stack  guys,  forward, 
penetrating  his  skull  into  the  brain.  He  was 
.killed  at  the  nine-inch  gun  forward. 
Kespectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  W.  Sartobi, 

Sargeon,  United  States  Xarjr. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  W.  QtiEEN, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Wjalnsing, 
off  ItoanokeBlTer,  N.  C. 

REPORT  ON   COMMANDER  JOHN  C.  FEBIGBB. 

United  States  Steamer  Mattabbsktt,  ) 
Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C.,  May  0, 18M.     ) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  yesterday 
in  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  ram  Albemarle. 
At  three  P.  M.,  dbcovering  the  picket  boats  sta- 
tioned off  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke  River  to  be 
falfing  back,  as  ordered  when  the  ram  appeared, 
we  made  general  signal  to  get  under  way.  At 
ten  minutes  past  three  got  under  way  and  stood 
up  the  sound,  with  the  Sassacus,  Wyalusing,  and 
Whitehead  following  in  first  order  of  steaming. 
At  forty-five  minutes  past  three  made  signal,  **  ram 
is  out  I  **  the  Miami,  Commodore  Hull,  and  Ceres 
falling  into  position  as  we  came  up  on  port  quarter^ 
thus  forming  the  third  order,  as  directed.  At 
twenty  minutes  past  four  Miami  made  signal, 
**  the  enemy  is  retreating,"  the  ram  and  gunboat 
being  observed  to  have  their  heads  pointing  to- 
wards the  entrance  of  Roanoke  River,  distance 
about  ten  (10)  miles.  At  forty  minutes  past  four, 
when  abaft  the  ram's  beam,  she  fired  two  shots^ 
one  of  which  cut  away  both  rails  of  launch  and 
spar  across  davits,  scattering  splinters  and  wound- 
ing Acting  Master  Plunkett  very  slightly,  two 
men  severely  and  three  slightly,  all  belonging  to 
forward  rifle  gun.  Noticing  immediately  after 
the  firing  an  evident  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
ram  to  run  into  us,  the  helm  was  ordered  to  star- 
board, sheering  to  port,  thus  causing  us  to  pass 
at  a  greater  distance  than  was  our  intention.  At 
forty-five  minutes  past  four,  when  a  little  abafl 
the  ram's  beam,  at  between  one  hundred  (100) 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  yards  distance, 
fired  our  starboard  rifles  and  (9)  nine-inch  guns 
with  solid  shot,  passing  ahead,  and  when  nearly 
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•beam  of  the  Bombsbell,  firing  the  starhoiurd 
hovitzen  and  forward  rifles  at  her.  She  imme- 
(lately  hauling  down  her  colors  and  showing  a 
white  flag,  orders  were  at  once  given  to  stop 
filing  on  her»  and  the  howitzer's  crew  were  sent 
to  assist  the  crews  of  the  two  rifle  guns.  Passing 
ahead,  the  helm  was  put  to  port  with  the  inten- 
tion of  running  close  along  the  starboard  side  of 
the  enemy ;  but  the  smaller  vessel,  not  keeping 
position  or  following  our  lead,  we  were  soon  com- 
pelled to  stop  the  engine,  bein^  within  their  line 
of  fire.  Our  vessels  at  this  Ume  were  on  both 
odes  of  the  Albemarle,  this  vessel,  the  Wvalusing, 
ind  SassacuB  being  the  only  ones  that  had  then 
rounded  her  bows,  we  being  on  her  quarter,  Sas- 
ncos  abeam,  and  Wyalusing  on  starboard  bow, 
ail  having  stopped  their  enffines.  At  five  minutds 
past  five  the  Sassacus  ran  down  bows  on,  striking 
the  Albemarle  on  starboard  quarter.  After  re- 
maining in  contact  some  few  minutes  she  disen- 
gaged herself,  and  soon  afterwards  was  seen  to  be 
eateloped  in  steam ;  at  this  time  the  colors  of  the 
Albemarle  were  either  shot  away  or  hauled  down, 
and  were  not  hoisted  again  during  the  action. 
Aa  her  fiire  had  ceased,  we  were  under  the  impres- 
sion that  she  had  surrendered,  until,  soon  after 
the  Sassacus  had  got  clear,  she  was  observed  to 
reiuine  it|  this  vessel  and  others  immediately 
doing  the  same.  The  squadron  still  remaining 
oat  of  position,  and  endangering  each  other  by 
their  me,  our  attention  was  turned  to  getting 
them  into  line.  At  twenty  minutes  past  five  we 
made  signal  to  Miami  ^  to  pass  within  hail  i  **  (she 
vaa  soon  after  hailed,  and  ordered  to  go  ahead  and 
try  her  torpedo.)  At  half  past  five  made  general 
signal  to  keep  in  line,  and  forty-five  minutes  past 
fife  repeatea  the  signal.  At  fifty-five  minutes 
past  five  made  signal  to  Wyalusine  ''to  cease 
firing,"  she  beins  sdU  on  ram's  starboard  bow ; 
the  remainder  of  the  vessels  (with  the  exception 
of  the  Sassacus,  which  had  hauled  ofi")  were  tak- 
ing po«ition  on  port  quarter  of  the  enemy.  At 
five  minutes  past  six  made  general  signal  to  keep 
close  order.  At  forty-five  minutes  past  six  made 
ognal  to  Wyalusing  to  cease  firing,  she  at  the 
time  coming  round  to  take  position.  Soon  after 
bailing  her  with  an  order  to  fo  ahead  of  the  line 
and  pass  dose  to  Albemarle,  m  reply  she  reported 
Wself  sinking,  and  at  fiftv-five  minutes  past  six 
made  signal  ''sinking;"  out  still  going  ahead, 
finally  took  her  position.  Finding  that  the  line' 
vat  gradually  edging  off,  we  steamed  ahead  inside, 
dellf ering  our  fire  as  rapidly  as  possible  when  on 
the  quarter  and  abeam  of  the  enemy,  and  after 
having  passed  ahead  attempted  to  lay  our  seine 
in  her  course  for  the  purpose  of  fouling  her  pro- 
pellers, but,  unfortunately,  it  was  torn  and  lost 
before  getting  into  the  desired  position.  We  then 
nmnded  the  vessel  to  port,  working  the  port  bat- 
tery ;  when  nearly  abeam  of  the  enemy  we  re- 
eeived  a  six-inch  rifle  shot,  which  entered  on  die 
port  side  below  wheel-house  guards  and  abaft 
wheel,  passing  through  water-ways,  combings  of 
enrine-room  hatch,  woundine  a  wnt  class  fireman 
■od  boy  so  severely  that  thev  died  soon  after- 
wards, and  bringing  up  in  nnaU  arm  locker.   This 


shot  is  preserved  on  board,  and  is  marked  with 
the  name  of  John  M.  Brooke.  At  half-past  seven, 
growing  quite  dark,  ceased  firing,  and  at  ei^ht 
made  private  signal  to  anchor,  coming  into  Ime 
abreast,  heading  to  southward. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  our 
crew,  officers  and  men,  was  all,  and  more  than 
could  be  reasonably  expected  from  the  imperfect 
state  of  organization,  having  had  but  few  oppor- 
tunities for  exercise  and  drill  since  our  hurried 
departure'from  New  York.  The  firing  was  remark- 
ably good  under  the  circumstances,  but  the  shot 
seemed  to  have  but  little  eflect  upon  the  enemy. 

Our  pilot,  Mr.  Tooker,  deserves  mention  for 
coolness  and  attention  to  his  duties  during  our 
constant  manoeuvrings. 

Enclosed  are  returns  of  gunner's  expenditures, 
and  report  of  injuries.    The  surgeon's  report  I 
have  already  had  the  honor  to  submit. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  C.  Febioer, 

Commander. 

Captain  Melancton  Smith, 

Commanding  Officer  of  Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C. 
AMMUNITION  USED   ON  THE   MATTABESETT. 

In  Ounner's  Department 

Nineteen  thirteen-pound  charges,  nine-inch. 

Four  ten-pound  charges,  nine-inch. 

Twenty-seven  ten-pound   charges,  a   hundred- 
pounder  Parrott 

Sixty  primers. 

Nineteen  grommet  wads. 

Four  junk  wads. 

Three  breechings. 

Two  lock  strinn. 

'One  two-pound  charge,  twenty-four-pound  howit* 
zer. 

One  one-pound  charge,  twelve-pounder  rifle. 

Twenty-seven  solid  shot,  one  hundred-pounder « 
Parrott. 

Twenty-three  solid  shot,  nine-inch. 

One  shrapnel,  twenty-four-pounder  howitzer. 

One  Dahlgren  shell,  twelve-pounder  howitzer. 

One  thumb-screw. 

Eight  muskets  and  eight  sabre  bayonets,  with 
scabbards.        Bespectfully  submitted, 

A.  N.  MiTCHEIX, 
Lieatensnt,  and  Executiye  Offloer. 

BEPOBT  OF  DAMAGES  TO  THE  MATTABESETT. 

Ccarpenter^s  Depixrtfnent* 

Rail  of  launch  stove  in,  and  davit  spar  carried 
away ;  shot  through  waterways,  just  abaft  port 
wheel,  passed  on  through  combing  of  engme- 
room  hatch,  carrying  away  the  two  after  stan- 
chions of  hand-rail  around  crank-room,  then 
through  starboard  combing,  and  carried  away 
two  sections  of  engine-room  bulkheads,  and  one 
section  of  gallery  bulkhead;  also  carried  away 
deck  bell-pulls,  and  second  locker  of  armory  on 
starbpard  side;  forward  stanchion  of  hurricane 
deck  on  port  tide  carried  away  by  No.  1  nine-inch 
broadside. 
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Boatswatn^s  Department 

Square-Bail  buntlines. 

Both  vanes  of  main  gaff. 

Starboard  main-boom  topping-lift. 

Peak  halyards  stranded. 

Port  mam-topmast  stay  and  main-topmast  back 
stay. 

One  seine. 

All  shrouds  starboard  main  lower  rigging  strand- 
ed, and  forward  shroud  of  starboard  fore  lower 
rigging  ditto ;  also  one  ratline  carried  away  by 
same  shot. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

A.  N.  Mitchell, 

Lioutenant,  and  Execatiye  Offloer. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

MELANCTON  SMITH. 

• 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
department.  Commander  Febiger  seems  to  have 
handled  his  vessel  well,  and,  with  his  officers  and 
men,  to  deserve  much  credit  for  gaUant  conduct. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUT.-COMMANDER  F.  A.  ROE. 

U.  8.  Stsameb  Sassacus,  Albbmablb  BomrD, ) 
NOBTH  Caboluia,  May  6, 18M.     ) 

SiB :  I  respectfully  report  on  the  action  of  this 
vessel  with  the  rebel  iron-dad  Albemarle  and 

funboat  Bombshell,  at  the  head  of  Albemarle 
ound,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  fifth  instant,  in  com- 
pany with  the  squadron  under  your  command. 

Steaming  up  the  sound,  about  four  P.  M.  yester- 
day, the  Sassacus  occupied  the  station  next 
astern  the  Mattabesett,  and  the  Wyalusing  follow- 
ing, when  we  made  out  the  ram,  accompanied  by 
the  Bombshell  and  another  steamer,  coming 
down,  driving  the  Miami  and  picket  boats  before 
them.  Following  your  lead  in  the  Mattabesett, 
I  headed  up  the  pass  on  the  starboard  side  of  the 
ram,  and  when  nearly  abreast  of  her  starboard 
beam  the  Sassacus  delivered  her  broadside.  In 
this  time  the  ram  sheered  with  her  port  helm,  for 
the  purpose  of  ramming,  but  our  superior  speed 
foiled  her  in  this  attempt,  and  the  Sassacus  passed 
around  her  stem  with  a  hard  port  helm.    Off  the 

Eort  quarter  of  the  ram  lay  the  Bombshell,  which 
ad  opened  fire  simultaneous  with  the  ram,  with 
rifle  guns,  which  had  annoyed  me  a  good  deal. 
I  gave  her  the  starboard  battery,  each  shot  hulling 
her,  when  she  displayed  white  flags,  and  signals 
of  surrender.  Passing  up  to  close  hail  of  her,  I 
demanded  of  her  if  she  had  surrendered.  They 
said  they  had,  and  the  rebel  flag  was  hauled 
down,  and  I  ordered  her  to  drop  down  out  of  the 
way,  and  anchor :  this  was  done. 

As  the  Mattabesett  had  passed  around  the 
stem  of  the  ram,  and  was  heading  down  the 
sound  again,  the  ram  had  turned  partially  round 
with  a  port  helm,  and  now  lay  broadside  to  me. 
As  the  Sassacus  had  been  drawn'  off  some  little 
distance  by  her  operations  and  capture  of  the 
Bombshell,  she  haa  a  good  distance  to  get  l^ead- 
way,  and  seeing  a  &vorable  moment  before  me, 
I  ordered  full  steam  and  open  throttle,  and  laid 


the  ships  fair  for  the  broadside  of  the  ram  to  run 
her  down.  The  Sassacus  strack  her  fairly,  just 
abafl  her  starboard  beam,  in  the  position  of  the 
rear  of  the  house  or  casemate,  with  a  speed  of 
nine  to  ten  knots,  making  twenty-two  revolutions, 
with  thirty  pounds  steam.  As  I  struck,  she  sent 
a  hundred-pounder  rifle  shot  through  and  through, 
from  starboard  bow  to  port  side,  on  the  berth 
deck. 

The  cc^ision  was  pretty  heavy,  and  the  ram 
careened  a  good  deal,  so  much  so,  that  the  water 
washed  over  her  deck  forward  and  aft  the  case- 
mate.    At  one  time  I  thought  she  was  going 
down;  I  kept  the  engine  going,  pushing,  as  I 
hoped,  deeper  and  deeper  into  her,  and  also  hop- 
ing it  might  be  possible  for  some  one  of  the  boats 
to  get  up  on  the  opposite  side  of  me,  and  perhaps 
enable  us  to  sink  her,  or  at  least,  to  get  well  on 
to  him  on  all  sides.    I  retained  this  position  full 
ten  minutes,  throwing  grenades  down  her  deck 
hatch,  and  trying  in  vain  to  get.  powder  into  her 
smoke-stack,  and  receiving  volleys  of  musketry, 
when  the  stem  of  the  ram  began  to  go  round,  and 
her  broadside  port  bearing  on  our  starboard  bow, 
when  the  ram  fired,  and  sent  a  hundred-pounder 
Brooks  rifle  shot  through  the  starboard  side  on 
the  berth  deck,  passing  through  the  empty  bun- 
kers into  the  starboard  boiler,  clean  through  it, 
fore  and  aft,  and  finally  lodging  in  the  ward-room. 
In  a  moment  the  steam  filled  every  portion  of  the 
ship,  from  the  hurricane  deck  to  the  fire-rooms, 
killmg  some,   stifiing  some,  and  rendering   all 
movement   for  a  time   impossible.      When  the 
steam  cleared  away  so  I  could  look  around  me, 
I  saw  my  antagonist  was  away  from  me,  and 
steaming  o£      In  the  mean  time  the  engine  was 
going,  as  no  one  could  do  anything  below,  some 
'sixteen  men  being  scalded.    I  then  put  the  helm 
hard  a  port,  headed  up  the  sound,  and  around  to 
the  lana,  in  order  to  clear  the  field  for  the  other 
boats.     Soon  as  the  steam  cleared  up,  and  the 
effect  of  the  explosion  over,  the  officers  and  inea 
immediately  went  to  the  guns,  and  kept  them 
going  upon  the  enemy  until  we  drifted  out  of 
ranffe.     I  tried  to  ricochet  several  nine-inch  shot, 
so  uat  she  might  be  stmck  on  her  bottom  by  the 
upward  bound  of  the  shot;  but  I  had  the  morti- 
fication to  see  every  shot  strike  the  water  inside 
of  her,  and  rise  on  the  opposite  side  of  her.   While 
alongside  of  her,  and  almost  simultaneous  with 
the  tatal  shot  of  the  enemy.  Acting  Ensign  May- 
er sent  a  hundred-pounder   solid   shot  at    her 
port,  which  broke  into  fragments,  one  of  which 
rebounded  and  fell  on  our  deck,  as  did  also  some 
fragments  of  grenades.    While. thus  together,  I 
fired  three  separate  shots  into  one  of  her  ports ; 
we  clearly  observed  the  muzzles  of  two  of  his 
guns  broken  very  badly.    After  the  separation  of 
the  two  vessels,  the  Sassacus  was  headed  finally 
down  the  sound,  and  continued  to  move  very 
slowly,  workinff  on  a  vacuum,  and  finally  stoppea, 
when  I  dropped  anchor.     In  the  mean  time  the 
Mattabesett  and  Wvalusing  gallantly  went  in^ 
and  the  fight  was  nobly  maintained  by  those  ves- 
sels. 
While  I  regret  the  unfortunate  accident  which 
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drifted  the  Sassacus  out  of  action,  I  cannot  but 
hope  and  believe  that  ber  struggle  with  the  iron- 
clad ram  at  such  close  quarters,  and  the  act  of 
numing  her  down,  were    productive   of    great 
good.    If  we  ever  hear  from  the  shots  delivered 
when  alongside  of  the  ram,  it  will  be  consoling  to 
us,  as  I  am  convinced  they  did  some  execution 
in  the  port.     Yet  I  am  forced  to  think  that  the 
Albemarle  is  more  formidable  than  the  Merri- 
mac  or  Atlantic,  for  our  solid    one    hundred- 
pounder  rifle  shot  flew  into  splinters  upon  her  iron 
plates.     I  have  to  report  that  the  signal-books  of 
this  vessel  were  thrown  overboard,  and  sunk,  at 
the  time  the  boiler  was  struck,  and  the  ship  en- 
veloped in  suffocating  steam.    It  was  appalling 
for  a  few  moments,  and  the  devotion  with  which 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  Sassacus  stuck  to  and 
vorked  the  guns  fills  me  with  professional  pride. 
After  anchoring,  I  sent  the  arm^  steam-tug  to 
bring  the  gunboat  Bombshell,  which  had  surren- 
dered to  us  before  we  struck  the  ram  under  our 
guns.     I  then  put  a  prize  crew  aboard,  pumped 
her  out,  started  her  nres,  and  got  up  steam  on 
ber.    She  is  now  ready  to  move.     I  took  her 
prisoners  from  the  Ceres,  where  they  had  been 
temporarily  placed.    The  injuries  to  the  Sassacus 
will  be  founa  in  the  report  of  ofiicers  of  different 
departments,  which  I  herewith  enclose,  as  also 
^  the  surgeon's  report  of  scalded  and  wounded.    I 
vould  respectfuUy  report  the  Sassacus  as  disabled 
for  active  operations  until  she  can  be  repaired, 
.  and  would  request  a  survey  upon  her  when  it  is 
convenient  to  grant  it     In  tnis  unequal  conflict 
of  the  wooden  gunboats  against  an  iron-clad,  it 
gives  me  special  pleasure  to  speak  of  the  gallant 
and  devoted  bearing  of  officers  and  men.    The 
maintenance  of  the  fight  with  their  guns,  aftei; 
the  frightful  disaster  of  the  boiler,  was  worthy  of 
the  proudest  day  of  our  naval  history.    The  di- 
viiional  ofiicers  were  cool,  and  I  must  note  that 
Acting  Ensign  Mayer,  at  the  forward  rifle,  one 
hundred-pounder,  when  loading  and  firing,  almost 
muzzle  to  muzzle  with  the  enemy's  gun,  was 
beautiful  in  his  cool  courage.    I  take  great  pleas- 
ure in  testifying  to  the  fine  conduct  of  Acting 
Masters  A.    W.  Muldaur  and  C.  A.  Boutelle. 
These  officers  were  as  cool  and  fearless  as  if  at  a 
general  exercise.    I  respectfully  recommend  each 
lor  promotion  to  the  grade  of  Lieutenant,  deserved 
for  good  behavior  and  ability  before  the  enemy  in 
battle.     I  also  respectfuUy  recommend  Acting 
Maater^s  Mate  O'Hara  for  examination  for  pro- 
motion to  the  ^ade  of  Ensign.  Acting  Assistant 
Paymaster  G.  De  F.  Barton  acted  as  Aid  and 
signal  officer  to  me,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  ac- 
knowledging his  coolness  and  attention  to  dutv, 
vbile  under  a  hot  fire,   where   he  voluntarily 
placed  himself. 

To  the  heroism  and  devotion  of  First  Assist- 
aot  Engineer  J.  M.  Hobby,  the  government  is 
probably  indebted  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Sassacus  from  a  worse  disaster.  Wliile  every 
one  vho  could,  was  forced  to  seek  safety  by  flight 
from  the  scalding  clouds  of  steam,  Mr.  Hobbv 
•tood  at  hia  post  by  the  machinery,  and  though 
fearfully  scalded  himself,  he  cared  for  hia  ma- 


chinery until  the  en^ne  finally  stopped.  If  it 
were  possible  to  promote  this*officer,  I  earnestly 
and  devoutly  beg  it  may  be  done,  for  I  consid- 
er that  it  has  been  amply  and  professionally  won. 
I  am.  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  Roe, 

«  Lieutenant-Commander. 

Captain  M.  Smith, 

ComMgr  Naval  Foroea  in  Soonda  of  NorthCaroIlna. 

BEPORT  OF  ENGINEER  J.  M.  HOBBT. 

UMrrED  States  Steambb  Sassacus,    ) 
Albemarle  Sounp,  North  Carolina,  Hay  6, 1801. ) 

Sib  :  I  respectfully  report  the  following  damage 
sustained  by  the  machinery  of  this  ship  during  tne 
enga^ment  with  the  rebel  ram  Roanoke  on  the 
fifth  mstant : 

At  six  p.  u.  a  six-inch  rifled  solid  shot  came 
through  the  starboard  side  of  the  ship  about  five 
feet  above  the  berth  deck  ;  it  passed  through  the 
forward  bunker  into  the  starboard  boiler,  seven 
feet  from  the  front  and  fourteen  inches  firom  the 
top,  cutting  T-iron  braces  and  dry  pipe ;  thence 
through  the  after  end  of  the  boiler,  cutting  away 
Wordworth  pump,  steam  and  exhaust  pipes, 
through  engine-room ;  cutting  a  stanchion,  ther- 
mometer, and  exhaust  unhooking  gear  between 
main  cylinder  and  condenser;  thence  through 
bulkhead  into  the  ward-room.  The  starboard 
wheel  is  badlv  knocked  out  of  shape  by  coming 
in  contact  with  the  ram's  stem  as  we  passed  her.. 
The  escape  of  steam  was  so  great  as  to  reduce  the 
pressure  in  the  boiler  to  nothing  almost  instan- 
taneously. The  steam  so  filled  the  engine  and 
fire-rooms  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  exertions 
on  the  part  of  the  engineers  that  the  fires  were 
hauled.  The  division  of  firemen  vretb  all  scalded 
and  one  instantlv  killed. 

We  will  be  able  to  finish  the  repairs  by  to-mor- 
row sufficiently  well  as  to  steam  under  one  boiler. 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Hobby, 

'  First  Aaaistant  Engineer,  in  ohai^. 
Lieutenant-Commander  F.  A.  Roe, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Steamer  Saaaaons. 

[Indoraement.] 

Aoawam,  May  16,  ISM. 
The  attention  of  the  Navy  Department  is  re- 
spectfully called  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Boe,  and  that  of  the  officers 
whom  he  recommends  for  promotion. 

8.  P.  Lee,    • 

▲etiiig  Rear-AdmlraL 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTw-COMMANDEB  QUEEN. 

UmTED  States  Steamer  Wtalusino, 
Albemarle  Sound,  off  Roanoke  Rivkr, 


ro,i 


May  6, 1W4. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  signal,  at  three 
oVlock  P.  M.  of  fifth,  we  immediately  got  under 
way,  takine  our  station  in  line  astern  of  the  Sas- 
sacus, the  Mattabesett  leading,  and  stood  up  the 
sound  in  close  order. 

Signals  were  made  by  you  soon  afterwards  that 
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the  ram  was  out  i  we  also  discovered  at  the  same 
time  that  our  picket  boats  were  falling  back,  pur- 
sued by  the  ram  and  two  steamers  m  company. 
We  immediately  beat  to  quarters,  ^at  twenty- 
seven  minutes  past  four  o'clock ;)  being  in  close 
range,  about  five  hundred  yards,  we  opened  fire, 
simultaneously  with  the  Mattabesett  and  Sassa- 
cus,  passing  the  ram  at  the  distance  of  one  hun- 
dred and  futy  yards,  firing  rapidly.  In  rounding 
the  ram  we  came  in  contact  with  one  of  her  con- 
sorts. It  was  my  intention  to  run  her  down,  but 
discovered  in  time  she  had  surrendered ;  we  im- 
mediately backed  clear  of  her,  and  again  attacked 
the  ram,  which  had  been  in  contact  with  the  Sas- 
sacus,  who  had  run  into  her.  As  she  cleared 
from  the  Sassacus,  in  firing  from  our  vessel  we 
cut  her  signal  halyards;  she  hauled  down  the 
flag,  and  I  supposed  she  had  surrendered,  as  she 
did  not  hoist  it  again  during  the  action,  but  was 
soon  convinced  to  the  contrary. 

At  5.30  flag-ship  made  general  signal  to  keep 
dose  in  line ;  at  5.45  repeated  the  si^al ;  at  5.55 
made  signal  to  this  ship  to  cease  firmg.  At  this 
time  we  were  passing  around  the  ram  to  form 
again  into  line,  which  nad  been  interrupted  by  the 
Second  division,  who  were  firing  at  long  range 
and  over  this  ship.  At  6.05  resumed  our  position 
in  close  order,  by  signal  from  the  flag-ship.  At 
6.45,  having  again  passed  around  the  ram,  sig- 
nals were  ma^e  to  cease  firing.  At  this  time  a 
report  was  made  to  me  by  the  executive  officer 
and  third  assistant  eneineer,  J.  J.  Donahoe,  who 
was  stationed  at  the  bdl,  that  the  ship  was  sink- 
ing. I  immediately  signalized  it,  and  sent  an 
order  to  chief  engmeer  to  start  all  the  pumps. 
He  informed  me  that  it  was  not  necessary,  as  the 
ship  was  not  making  more  water  than  usuaL 

I  was  hailed  from  the  flag-ship,  but  could  not 
understand  what  was  said.  I  made  ag^ain  for  the 
ram,  and  followed  her  up  closely,  passing  around 
her,  and  firing  as  often  as  possible  at  her,  the  dis- 
tance varying  from  one  hundred  ^ards  and  up- 
wards. Near  the  dose  of  the  action  one  of  the 
pieces  of  the  forward  port-side  platine  of  the  ram 
was  seen  to  fly  off'r  f'om  the  effects  of  one  of  our 
shot  At  7.30  signal  was  made  to  cease  firing, 
and  by  private  signal  we  anchored  at  eight 
o'dodu 

We  received  the  following  damaees :  One  shell 
exploded  in  the  starboard  wheel-house,  cuttmg 
away  two  of  the  outer  rims  of  the  starboard  wheel, 
and  blowing  off*  a  portion  of  the  top  part  of  the 
wheel-house ;  passmg  throush  the  an  pilot-house, 
t  damaging  the  steering  wheel,  breaking  the  com- 
pass, tearing  off  a  portion  of  the  plating,  and 
passing  through  and  through  the  mainmast  about 
thirty  feet  above  dedL ;  also  through  the  hurricane 
deck  into  the  starboard  bath-room,  and  chippinff 
a  piece  off  of  the  top  of  the  aft  howitser  mounted 
on  the  hurricane  deck.  The  second  shot  passed 
between  the  bottom  of  the  ^  and  the  rail,  knock- 
ing off  all  her  under  planking,  carrying  away  the 
starboard  smoke-stack  guy,  killing  one  of  the  men 
at  the  nine-inch  gun,  tearing  away  the  stanchion 
supporting  the  hurricane  deek  amidships,  then 


through  the  engineer's  store-room  on  the  port 
guard  forehead.  The  third  shot  came  in  on  tlie 
starboard  side  of  the  berth  deek,  near  the  dis- 
pensary, tearing  away  ladder,  bulkhead ;  through 
the  port  coal-bunkers,  passing  out  in  die  port 
side  a  few  feet  forward  of  the  boiler.  The  fourth 
shot  came  in  on  the  starboard  quarter  about  three 
feet  above  the  water  line,  passing  through  the 
cabin,  destroying  mirror,  chairs,  furniture,  &c., 
&c.,  bulkhead,  companion-way,  pantries  $  striking 
against  a  knee  in  the  aft  room,  on  the  port  aide 
of  ward-room,  glancing  upwards,  tearing  up  the 
deck  plankings,  startmg  the  water-ways,  and 
breaking  away  two  of  the  starts  for  the  breech- 
ings,  landing  on  deck;  this  proved  to  be  a 
hundred-pound  Whitworth  solid  rifle  shot.  The 
fifth  passed  over  the  quarter  deck  in  a  parallel 
line  with  the  pivot  gun,  passing  through  one  of 
the  port  shutters.  jPieces  of  exploded  shell  cut 
away  one  of  the  shrouds  of  the  main  rigging; 
also  the  brails,  passing  through  the  mainsaiL 

The  officers  and  crew  fought  bravdy,  and  have 
merited  my  lughest  thanks  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  handled  their  several  batteries.  Too 
much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  them. 

My  executive  officer.  Acting  Master  William  R. 
Hathway,  who  la  one  of  the  oldest  appointments  in 
this  grade,  I  sfrongly  recommend  for  promotion. 
The  surgeon  and  paymaster  renderea  me  very 
important  aid  in  the  supply  of  ammunition,  anci 
in  making  themselves  generally  usefuL  The 
chief  en^neer,  H.  H.  Stewart,  handled  the  ma- 
chinery m  a  most  able  manner.  I  am  also  in- 
debted to  my  clerk,  Oeoige  H.  White,  Jr^  who 
acted  as  my  Aid,  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which 
he  carried  out  my  orders. 

•   Expended  the  following  ammunition : 

75  ten-pound  charges,  a  hundred-pounder  rifle. 
47  solid  shot,  a  hundred-pounder  rifle. 
20  5''  shell,  a  hundred-pounder  rifle. 
8  percussion  shell,  a  hundred-pounder  rifle. 
40  thirteen-pound  charges,  nine-inch  gun. 
30  ten-pound  chargjes,  nine-inch  gun. 
37  solid  shot,  nine-inch  gun. 
33  5"  shell,  nine-inch  gun. 
18  shell,  twenty-four-pounder  howitzer. 
27  shrapnel,  twenty-four-pounder  howitzer. 
210  primers. 

I  enclose  you  the  surgeon  and  chief  engineer's 
report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  Queen, 

Ueatenaiit-Ciniiiiiaiider,  ODmmandixig'. 

Captain  M.  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Oi&oer  in  the  Sou&di  of  North  CaroUns. 

[Indorsement.] 

Aoawam,  Hs7  is,  1804. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Queen,  his  officers  and 
men,  appear  to  have  done  well  their  part  in  this 
gallant  action. 

S.  P.  Lee, 
AsUng  Bear>Admlnl. 
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JUCFORT   OF  EBGINEEB  H.  H.   8TEWABT. 

Umitkd  States  Stkameb  Wtalustno,  { 
Albemarle  Sound,  May  6, 1864.    ( 

Slit:  I  have  carefully  examined  the  engines, 
boilers,  and  dependenaea  of  this  vessel,  and, 
agreeably  to  your  request,  have  the  honor  to  re- 
port that  the  following  is  the  amount  of  damage 
lostained  during  the  late  action : 

Two  of  the  outer  rims  in  the  starboard  wheel 
vere  fractured,  and  a  portion  of  the  top  of  the 
wheel-house  blown  off;  one  of  the  smoke-pipe 
guys  was  cut  off;  one  of  the  bell-wires  also  gave 
wiy  during  the  engagement,  but  has  been  re- 
paired. I  am  yours,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Stewabt, 

Chief  Engiiieer,  United  States  Nkvj. 

Lieut-Com-  W.  W.  Queen,  U,  S.  N., 

Commanding. 

SEFOBT  OF  ACTIKG  MASTER  JOSSELYN. 

Tniteo  States  Stbameb  Commodore  Hull, 
Off  Boanokb  Biver,  N.  C,  Maj  tf,  imi, 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken 
bjr  this  vessel  in  the  action  of  the  fifth  instant  with 
the  rebei  nun. 

I  first  sighted  the  ram  at  half  past  one  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  coming  out  of  the  river  in  company  idth  two 
steamers,  distant  about  two  miles.  In  accordance 
with  previous  instructions,  I  retreated  slowly  down 
the  sound,  keeping  out  of  range  of  her  ^ns  until 
the  flag-ship  came  up,  when  I  fell  into  line  astern 
of  the  Miami  About  five  o'clock  I  fired  several 
%hots  from  my  pivot  guns  at  the  ram,  striking  it 
once  or  twice.  • 

At  half  past  six  I  engaged  the  ram  at  close 
quarters,  finne  shell  from  my  pivot  and  broadside 
guns,  many  of  which  struck  the  vessel,  effectually 
preventing  the  opening  of  her  ports.  As  I  steamed 
ahead,  in  passing  the  ram's  bow  I  paid  out  a  large 
seine  for  the  purpose  of  fouling  his  oropeller,  but, 
though  encompassing  the  ram,  it  did  not  have  the 
desired  effect. 

I  ceased  firing  when  it  became  too  dark  to  dis- 
tingnish  the  enemy.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly 
of  the  conduct  of  my  officers  ana  crew,  many  of 
the  Utter  being  for  the  first  time  under  fire.  This 
Tessel  was  not  struck,  and  I  have  no  casualties  to 
report 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  ammunition  expended. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Josselyn, 

Aetine  Master,  commanding. 

Ciptam  Melancton  Smith,  XJ.  8.  N., 

Senior  Oflloer,  Sonnda  of  North  Carolina. 

ADDITIOKAL  BBPORT   OF   ACTING  MASTER 

JOSSELYN. 

Ukitkd  States  Stbambr  Commodore  Hull,  ) 
Off  KoAifOKK  RiVRB,  N.  C,  May  0, 18M.     ) 

Report  of  ammunition  expended  during  engage- 
ment of  May  fifth : 
Thirty-pounder  Parrott  shell,  sixtv,  f60.) 
Twenty-four-pounder  howitzer  shell,  twenty- 
oae,  (21.)  Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  Josselyn, 

Actlnff  Master,  oommanding. 

Captain  Melancton  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  OAoer,  SoundB  of  North  Carolina. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUT.  CHARLES  A.  FRENCH. 

Uk iTBD  States  Steamer  Miami,  off  Mouth  of  > 
Roanoke  River,  N.  C.  May  6, 1864.     ( 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  iron-dad 
ram  Albemarle,  and  Bombshell  Yesterday,  at  one 
P.M.,  I  got  under  way,  in  company  with  the 
Commodore  Hull,  Ceres,  and  army  transport 
Trumpeter,  and  proceeded  from  our  picket  sta- 
tion, off  Edenton  Bay,  across  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Roanoke,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  down 
torpedoes.  When  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
buoy  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the  rebel  ram 
Albemarle  was  discovered  coming  down  the  river, 
accompanied  by  the  Cotton  Plant  and  Bombshell, 
the  last  two  steamers  laden  with  troops.  I  imme- 
diately despatched  the  Trumpeter  to  give  you  the 
earliest  notice  of  their  appearance.  The  vessels 
under  my  command  were  ordered  to  steam  in 
line  slowly  down  the  sound,  at  such  a  distance 
that  the  enemy's  movements  could  be  watched. 
We  dropped  down  to  Bluff  Point,  the  enemy  fol- 
lowing us  determinedly.  As  soon  as  you  came 
up,  I  steamed  ahead,  ready  to  follow  your  move- 
ments, and  engage  the  enemy.  At  twenty  min- 
utes to  five  I  opened  fire  with  solid  shot,  and  con- 
tinued firing  rapidly,  with  good  range.  The  ram 
was  struck  by  us  at  almost  our  first  fire,  and  I 
have  to  report,  throughout  the  action,  excellent 
firing  by  both  divisions  of  this  ship.  I  saw  the 
Sassacus  running  into  the  ram,  and  immediately 
headed  for  them  both,  with  the  intention  of  ex- 
ploding under  the  ram  the  torpedo  rigged  on  my 
DOW ;  before  I  could  get  to  her,  however,  the  Sas- 
sacus became  disabled,  and  dropped  down  from 
her.  The  ram  had  changed  her  course,  and  I 
could  not  work  to  advantage,  on  account  of  the 
fire  of  our  own  vessels.  I  still  kept  up  a  fire 
when  it  could  be  done  without  exposing  the 
other  vessels  of  our  fieet  After  we  had  been 
firing  about  an  hour,  you  ordered  me  to  run  up 
to  tne  ram  and  use  the  torpedo.  I  steamed 
ahead,  still  keepins  up  a  rapid  fire,  until  we  got 
within  the  ship's  length  of  her.  I  used  every 
endeavor  to  get  at  her,  bows  on,  but  the  Miami 
proving  herself  so'  unwieldy,  and  so  very  bad  fo 
steer,  the  enemy,  (who  was  probably  well  aware 
of  our  purpose,)  succeeded  in  keeping  clear  of  us, 
by  going  anead  and  backing  and  turning.  We  did 
not  cease  our  fire,  however,  all  this  time.  The 
enemv  struck  us  three  or  four  times  while  within 
this  chase  range ;  one  shot,  which  passed  through 
the  after  part  of  the  cabin,  came  very  near  disabling 
our  rudder.  I  dropped  down  from  her,  and  reported 
to  you  tiie  reason  why  I  could  not  get  my  torpedo 
to  work.  You  then  ordered  me  to  follow  the 
Wf  alusing  in  order.  I  did  so,  keeping  up  a  fire 
wmch  I  believe  was  more  effective  than  at  any 
previous  time,  as  I  am  confident  one  of  our  shot 
struck  the  upper  part  of  her  port  while  open,  if 
it  did  not  pass  into  her  interior.  Owing  to  the 
danger  of  getting  aground,  and  the  fact  of  the 
ship  handling  so. badly,  I  deemed  my  fire  more 
effectual  at  close  range  to  be  on  one  side  of  her 
than  to  attempt  to  pass  clear  around  her.  For 
more  than  ten  minutes  we  pound  solid  shot  upon 
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her  as  rapidly  as  we  could  fiite ;  I  then  dropped 
astern,  to  give  the  vessels  coming  up  an  opportu- 
nity to  pass  and  engage  her.  It  was  then  grow- 
ing dark ;  the  ram  steamed  up  to  the  Roanoke 
River,  and  the  firing  soon  ceased  on  both  sides. 

The  officers  and  men  of  this  ship  behaved  with 
great  coolness,  and  did  their  whole  duty. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  carpenter's  and 
gunner's  reports.    Casualties,  none. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  A.  French, 

Actings  Yolunteer-Lieatenaiit,  QommaxKliag. 

Captain  M.  Sbiith,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Naval  Offloer,  Soaads  North  Carolina. 

REPORT  OF  ACTING  MASTER  WELLS. 

United  States  Steamer  Gunboat  Miami,  ) 

May  6, 1804.     ) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  ammunition  expended  on  the  fifth  in- 
stanty  in  the  action  with  tne  iron-clad  ram  Albe- 
marle, in  the  Albemarle  Sound. 
Seventy-six  (76)  thirteeurpound  nine-inch  car- 
tridges. 
Seventy-six  (76)  solid  nine-inch  shot. 
Forty-one  (41)   ten-pound  six-inch    cartridges; 

one  hundred-pounder  rifle. 
Forty-one  (41)  solid  six-inch  shot,  (chilled  ends,) 

four  long,  and  thirty-seven  short. 
Seventy-six  (76)  selvage  wads. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  percussion  primers. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  N.  Welles, 

Acting  Master  and  Execattve  Officer. 

Acting  Vol.  Lieut.  Charles  A.  French, 

Commandin^^  U.  S.  Steamer  Miami. 

REPORT  OF  H.  S.  BUCKLEY,  CARPENTER'S  MATE. 

United  States  Steamer  Miami,  ) 

May  6, 1864.     ) 

Sir  :  I  respectfuUv  suhmit  the  following  report 
of  damages  received  by  this  vessel,  in  hull,  &a, 
during  the  engasement  with  the  rebel  ram  Roan- 
oke, in  Albemarle  Sound,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
fifth  instant : 

One  shot  struck  smoke-stack,  and  passed 
through,  scattering  fragments  over  quarter  deck ; 
one  struck  starboard  wheel-house,  and  carried 
away  hand-rail,  passing  through  port  quarter 
boat,  tearing  away  her  planking ;  one  shell  struck 
under  the  starboard  counter,  passed  through,  cut- 
ting away  hang  knee  under  after  beam,  and  burst- 
ing in  tiller-room,  cutting  through  solid  work  of 
after  pivot  boss,  and  carrying  away  two  thirds 
of  second  after  beam  and  hang  knee  on  port  side, 
starting  two  outside  planks,  and  started  the  decks 
up  under  pivot  gun,  and  knocked  down  the  cabin 
bulkhead,  making  a  total  wreck  of  the  tiller-room. 
The  ship  is  very  much  shaken  from  the  effects  of 
the  rapid  firing,  making  about  five  inches  of  water 
per  hour.  Several  shot  and  shell  passed  over 
our  top  gear,  but  did  little  damage,  save  cutting 
away  smoke-stack  guys. 

During  the  engagement  off  Plymouth  with  the 
same  vessel,  the  ram  ran  under  our  port  bow, 
and  scarred  the  planking  for  several  feet,  within 


fourteen  inches  of  the  water.  A  shell  from  gan 
No.  3  struck  the  ram,  rebounded  and  exploded,  cut- 
ting away  port  forward  boat  davit,  ana  fragmenU 
passing  through  deck  forward  of  boiler  and  star- 
Doard  waist,  and  cutting  away  port  smoke-stad 
guys,  and  passing  through  smoke-stack. 
I  have  tne  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant 

Henry  S.  Buckley, 

Carpenter's  Mate. 

Acting  Vol.  Lieut  C.  A..  French, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Steamer  MlamL 

REPORT  OF  ACTING  MASTER  POSTER. 

UxrrKD  States  Steamer  Crres^  | 
«  Albemarle  SouND,.Ma7  6, 18<H.    \ 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during 
the  engagement  yesterday  with  the  rebel  ram 
this  vessel  received  no  damage,  neither  were  there 
any  casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Foster, 

Acting  Master,  eommanding. 

Captain  Melancton  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Sonnda  of  North  Carolina. 

REPORT  OF  ACTING  ENSIGN  BARBETT. 

United  States  Steamer  Whitehead,  off  | 
Roanoke  Riveb,  N.  C,  May  6,  is&i.    \ 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the 
part  taken  by  this  vessel  during  the  engagement 
of  yesterday  (fifth)  with  the  rebel  iron-clad  ram 
Albemarle  and  gunboat  Bombshell. 

In  obedience  to  a  general  signal  made  by  the 
fiag-ship  Mattabesett,  I  weighed  anchor  at  3.30, 
and  proceeded  up  the  Albemarle  Sound,  following 
the  United  Statee  steamer  Wyalusing.  'The  rebel 
ram,  accompanied  by  two  steamers,  was  soon  dis- 
covered apparently  steaming  towards  us.  Went 
to  quarters  immediately,  and  prepared  for  action. 
At  4.30  the  action  became  general  between  the 
leading  vessels,  Mattabesett,  Sassacus,  and  Wya- 
lusing, and  the  ram  Albemarle. 

Owing  to  the  superior  rate  of  speed  of  the 
above-named  vessels,  I  was  unable  to  bring  my 
vessel  into  action  until  after  the  rebel  steamer 
Bombshell  had  surrendered.  The  rebel  steamer 
Cotton  Plant,  with  a  number  of  launches  in  tov, 
having  succeeded  in  making  her  escape,  my  atten- 
tion  was  then  directed  to  the  ram,  upon  which 
I  opened  fire  with  the  hundred-pounder  ride, 
using  solid  shot  first  at  a  distance  of  one  thousand 
yards,  but  it  was  soon  lessened  to  four  hundred 
yards. 

The  ram,  meanwhile,  commenced  to  retreat  to- 
wards Roanol^e  River. 

Being  ordered  by  you  to  take  my  poeidon 
astern  of  the  United  States  steamer  ftiami,  and 
follow  up  the  attack  closely,  I  immediately  took 
the  position  assigned ;  but  finding  that  I  could 
not  use  the  hundred-pounder  x^e  efiectively, 
I  steamed  ahead  of  the  Miami,  and  on  a  course 
parallel  to  that  which  the  rebel  steamer  was 
making,  until  I  approached  within  two  hundred 
yards  of  her.  At  this  distance  we  succeeded  in 
making  some  excellent  shots,  the  projectiles  u»ed 
being  solid  chilled-end  shot,  which  must  hare 
made  a  serious  impression  on  the  iron  armor  of 
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the  nin,  as  I  judged  from  the  appearance  of  the 
plating  on  her,  when  viewed  through  a  glass. 

Keeping  the  ram  on  my  starboard  beam,  I  ran 
ahead  of  and  across  her  bows,  making  a  circuit 
about  her. 

Notwithstanding  the  heavy  fire  which  was  con- 
centrated on  the  rebel  iron-dad  by  our  vessels, 
she  succeeded,  under  the  cover  of  approaching 
darkness,  to  make  good  her  escape  up  tne  Roan- 
oke River.  Having  ceased  firing  at  7.30  P.  M., 
we  came  to  anchor  off  the  mouth  of  the  river,  at 
eight,  with  the  fleet.  I  have  no  casualties  to  re- 
port. Ammunition  expended,  seventeen  solid  shot, 
rifle  one  huudred-poimder,  and  one  hundred  and 
seventy  pounds  common  powder. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  Barrett, 

Acting  Ensign,  oommaadhig. 
Captain  Melanctok  Smith, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Sounda  of  N.  C. 

ADDITIONAL  BEPOKTS  OF  LIKUT^OM.  BOE. 

United  States  Stkameb  Sassacus,  ) 
JAMES  BiVKR,  Jane  24, 1851.     ) 

Snt:  I  respectfuUv  request  that  the  enclosed 
communication  may  be  appended  to  my  report  of 
May  sixth,  on  the  engagement  with  the  iron-dad 
Albemarle. 

This  paper  is  a  duplicate  of  one  sent  to  Captain 
Smith,  at  the  time  of  its  date,  and  I  furnish  it 
under  the  apprehension  that  the  original  may  not 
have  reached  you. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  Rob, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 
Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 
Com'dinff  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  James  Biver,  Ya. 

Untted  States  Steamer  Sassacus,  } 
Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  May  7, 18U.    ) 

Sib  r  My  attention  being  called  by  you  to  that 
portion  of  my  report  of  the  Sassacus,  in  the  en* 
gagement  of  the  fifth  instant,  in  relation  to  the 
capture  of  the  Bombshell,  it  n^iU  be  observed  that 
the  Sassacus  was  second  in  line  astern  of  the  Mat- 
tabesett,  and  was  totally  ignorant  of  what  the  lat- 
ter vessel  had  done. 

The  Sassacus,  seeing  the  Bombshell  approach 
her,  as  she  was  coming  around  to  attack  the  ram, 
ordered  her  to  surrenderi  and  go  below  and  an- 
chor, which  was  done. 

I  merely  narrated  the  facts  which  occurred  in 
this  veasel,  and  the  Mattabesett  may  have  done 
precisely  what  the  Sassacus  did,  without  the  latter 
knowing  it 

I  trust  this  will  explain  any  apparent  contra- 
dictions that  may  seem  to  exist  in  the  reports  of 
the  two  vessels. 

I  was  not  aware  that  she  had  already  surren- 
dered to  the  Mattabesett,  as  you  state  she  had. 
Upon  questioninff  Captain  Hud^ins,  who  com- 
manded the  Bombshell,  and  who  is  now  a  prison- 
er of  war  on  board  this  ship,  he  replied.  He  sur- 
rendered his  vessel  to  the  second  vessel  in.  line  ; 
that  hia  flag  had  not  been  hauled  down  to  the 
first,  and  that  no  surrender  had  been  made  of 


his  vessel  until  ordered  by  the  second  vessel  m 
the  line  to  do  so,  when  he  struck. 

He  did  not,  nor  does  he  know  the  name  of  the 
vessel  to  whom  he  surrendered,  but  that  it  was 
to  the  second  vessel  in  line. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  Roe, 

Lieutenant,  commanding. 

Captain  M.  Smith, 

Commandiqg  Kaval  Foroea,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

ADDITIONAL  BEPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  BMITH. 

United  Btatrs  Steamer  Mattabesett,  \ 
Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  June  i,  1804.     ) 

Sir  :  Your  order  of  Moy  seventeenth,  throuffh 
Bear-Admiral  Lee,  directing  a  full  report  to  be 
furnished  of  the  collision  of  the  Sassacus  with  the 
rebel  ram  Albemarle,  together  with  a  diagram 
showing  the  position  of  the  two  vessels,  is  re- 
ceived, and  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report : 

One  report  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Koe 
has  already  been  forwarded  to  Admiral  Lee,  and 
I  retained  two — one  from  himself,  and  the  other 
from  his  executive  officer  —  to  avoid  multiplying 
testimony  that  appeared  to  me  to  be  much  exag- 
gerated ;  but  both  reports  are  now  enclosed. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Roe  states  that  he 
"  struck  the  ram  Albemarle  fairly,  just  abaft  his 
beam,  at  about  nine  or  ten  knots'  speed.  The 
blow  jarred  and  icareened  her  so  mucli  that  the 
water  flowed  freely  over  her  decks.''  His  execu- 
tive officer  states  that  **  we  had  a  start  of  three 
or  four  hundred  yards,  and  were  making  about 
eleven  knots  when  we  struck  her  with  our  prow  at 
right  angles  on  the  starboard  quarter,  at  the 
junction  of  her  after  casemate  with  the  hull,  f6r- 
cixig  her  side  under  water  two  or  three  feet." 

it  is  my  impression  that  the  Sassacus,  when 
within  five  hundred  yards  of  the  mm,  had  stopped 
her  engines,  and  when  fairly  pointed,  commenced 
steaming  towards  him,  making  it  apparent  that 
she  intended  to  try  the  effects  of  ramming.  I  re- 
marked to  Captain  Febi^er  at  that  time, ''  How 
slow  she  moves ; "  and  m  a  few  moments  she 
struck,  as  represented,  ybir^y,  (^d  nearly  at  right 
angles,  causing  the  water  to  now  over  the  deck  aft 

I  subsequently  called  Lieutenant-Commander 
Roe's  attention  to  the  statement  made  by  him  in 
reference  to  the  rate  of  speed,  which  he  evident- 
ly estimated  by  the  number  of  revolutions,  with- 
out considering  the  short  distance  he  had  to  run, 
from  a  dead  stand,  to  reach  the  ram ;  but  as  he 
was  not  disposed  to  make  the  correction,  although 
I  had  taken  the  report  on  board  for  that  purpose, 
as  well  as  to  examine  his  injuries,  I  forwarded  it 
as  it  was. 

I  9hould  judge,  from  the  slight  injury  the  vessel 
sustained,  and  the  short  distance  that  the  Sassa- 
cus was  from  the  ram  when  heading  for  him,  that 
her  speed  did  not  exceed  five  knots.  The  Albe- 
marle, as  I  have  since  learned,  did  not  sustain  the 
slighest  injury  from  the  collision. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Roe  also  states,  "I 
put  three  rifle  shot  into  her  port,  and  the  muazles 
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of  two  of  her  ^ns  were  badly  broken.^  This  is 
evidently  a  mi8take»  as  the  Albemarle  has  but 
two  guns,  each  one  working  in  three  ports,  and 
not  a  man  on  board  was  injured.  The  muzzle  of 
one  gun  was  broken,  and  tne  four  deserters  from 
the  ram  report  that  it  was  damaged  in  the  early 
part  of  tbe  action  on  the  port  side,  but  they  con- 
tinued to  use  it  throughout  the  engagement.  The 
stems  of  the  double-enders,  as  well  as  the  rudder- 
guards,  are  nearly  peipendicular,  are  very  frail, 
and  are  not  calculatea  to  run  up  on  the  deck. 
Had  they  been  armed,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
Sassacus  would  have  brought  sufficient  weight 
upon  the  deck  to  have  sunk liim. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  diagram  of  the  position  of 
the  Sassacus  and  Albemarle  at  the  time  of  collis- 
ion, and  after  they  had  been  separated  by  the 
ram's  steaming  ahead.  I  have  sent  also  to  Ilear- 
Admiral  Lee  a  fragment  of  a  solid  shot  fired  from 
the  one  hundred-pounder  rifle  of  the  Sassacus 
when  close  alongside,  proving  that  the  various 
reports  heretofore  made  of  the  invulnerability  of 
the  ram  have  not  been  much  exaggerated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Melancton  Smith, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer,  in  Sounds  of  N.  C. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

U.  8.  Steamer  Sassacus.  off  Bluff  Point,  j 
Albebiarlk  Sound,  (Midnight,)  May  6, 1804.     ) 

Sir  :  I  have  not  had  opportunity  to  send  you  a 
written  despatch  earlier.  I  sent  you  verbal  re^ 
ports  by  the  Ceres,  which  it  appears  you  have  noi 
received. 

I  struck  the  ram  Albemarle  fairly,  just  abaft  her 
beam,  at  about  nine  or  ten  knots  speed.  The 
biow  jarred  and  careened  her  so  much  that  the 
water  flowed  freely  over  her  decks,  and  gave  her 
so  great  a  tilt,  that  I  at  one  time  hoped  I  should 
sink  her.  I  kept  the  engine  going,  and  retained 
my  position  there,  forcing  her  broadside  to  for 
some  ten  minutes,  hoping  some  of  our  gunboats 
might  get  up  alongside,  opposite  to  me,,  as  she 
was  unable  to  harm  them  by  ramming.  Finding 
this  could  not  be,  and  she  starting  ahead,  the  Sas- 
sacus slued  obliquely  towards  her  starboard  side, 
when  she  fired,  raking  us,  putting  a  one  hundred- 
pound  rifle  shot  clean  through  our  starboard  boil- 
er, fore  and  aft.  We  then  fired  tbe  pivot  rifle, 
striking  her  port  side,  and  a  fragment  of  this  shot 
flew  back  upon  my  deck.  This  shot  was  broken 
into  fragments.  I  fired  again  with  similar  results. 
I  put  three  rifle  shot  into  her  port,  and  the  muz- 
zles of  two  of  her  ffuns  were  badly  broken.  The 
shock  of  the  collision  was  heavy,  but  did  me  no 
damage  that  I  yet  know,  except  breaking  and 
sluing  aside  the  projection  outside  the  rudder. 
She  does  not  leak.  1  received  two  severe  shots 
from  the  ram  while  alongside  of  her,  which  were 
returned  with  interest 

After  the  boiler  was  burst,  the  escape  of  steam 
blinded  everybody,  from  the  hurricane  deck  down 
to  the  fire-room.  The  steam  was  terrible.  One 
man  died  instantly,  and  I  shall  probably  lose  four 
or  five  more.    Tlie  chief  engineer,  Mr.  Hobby,  is 


badly  scalded,  but  most  nobly  and  heroically  re- 
mained at  his  post,  and  saved  us  from  a  worse 
disaster,  of  explosion  to  the  other  boiler,  and  of 
bein^  helpless.  Soon  as  I  drifted  round  clear  of 
the  ram,  and  amidst  the  suflbcating  steam,  my 
men  and  officers  jumped  to  the  guns,  and  con- 
tinued pouring  out  solid  shot  into  the  enemy,  until 
we  drifted  down  out  of  range.  The  engine  was 
still  working  slowly  on  a  vacuum,  and  I  succeeded 
in  getting  her  out  of  the  way  of  the  other  gun- 
boats, and  was  forced  to  withdraw  finally  from 
action  only  because  the  engine  at  last  stopped. 

In  the  mean  time,  before  I  rammed  the  ram,  the 
enemy's  gunboat  Bombshell,  with  three  rifle 
howitzers  and  one  twenty-pounder  Parrott,  which 
had  been  playing  upon  us,  was  hulled,  and  ordered 
to  surrender,  whicn  she  did,  hauling  down  the 
rebel  fiag.  I  ordered  her  to  drop  down  below  the 
scene  of  action  and  anchor,  which  she  did. 

After  I  got  the  Sassacus  out  of  the  way,  I  sent 
the  army  steam-tug  to  bring  her  alongside  of  roe 
and  anchor.  This  was  done.  The  Ceres  came 
up,  and  I  removed  firom  her  the  officers  and  men 
captured  from  the  Bombshell ;  they  are  now  on 
board  this  vessel.  I  sent  a  prize  crew  to  the 
Bombshell,  started  her  fires,  and  I  believe  she  is 
now  ready  to  move  under  steam. 

I  was  compelled  to  haul  all  fires  on  board  of 
this  vessel,  but  am  now  trying  to  get  steam  on  the 
port  boiler.  Some  pipes  are  knocked  away,  yet  I 
hope  to  get  able  to  move  slowly  to-morrow.  The 
starboard  boiler  is,  I  fear,  totally  ruined.  I  have, 
no  wounded  to  speak  of  from  the  enemy's  shot 
We  were  hulled  several  times,  and  the  injury  to 
the  boiler  is,  I  believe,  the  most  serious  I  have. 

My  people  behaved  most  ^lantly ;  the  officcn 
nobly.  I  believe  tbe  ram  is  damaged ;  but  if 
solid  shot  split  into  fragments,  and  fly  back  upon 
my  deck,  it  is  a  proof  that  she  is  more  formidable 
than  the  Atlanta  or  Merrimac. 

When  alongside  of  her  we  threw  ffrenades 
down  her  hawse  hatch  from  aloft.  I  had  charges 
of  powder  prepared  ready  to  throw  down  her 
stack,  but  could  not  do  it  from  aloft. 

She  played  musketry  upon  me  severely  all  the 
time.  I  was  well  prepared  for  my  work,  and  so 
far  as  I  can  know,  the  efibrt  to  run  her  down 
was  fairly  made.     She  is  too  strong  for  us. 

I  regret  most  profoundly  that  I  was  obliged  to 
drift  out  of  the  nght  just  as  it  was  becoming  in- 
teresting, and  when  my  services  were  still  needed, 
but  I  fear  I  am  now  totally  hors  de  combat  I 
shall  await  your  orders  here,  as  I  learn  the  enemy 
has  been  driven  out  of  the  sound  into  his  retreat. 
If  we  did  not  gain  a  victory,  we  have  not  sufiered 
a  defeat,  and  the.  enemy  was  driven  before  our 
wooden  boats. 

Be  pleased  to  send  me  instructions  about  the 
Bombshell  and  my  own  ship.    I  will  endeavor  to 
send  you  a  more  speciflc  report  soon,  and  I  pray 
you  will  excuse  this  hasty  and  imperfect  one. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  Roe, 

Lieatenaat-Camniaadcr. 

Captain  M.  Smith, 
Commandinsf  Naval  FOroes,  Bonxids  of  Norfli  Carolioa. 
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KEPORT   OF  ACTING   MASTEB   BOUTELLE. 

United  States  Steamer  Sassacus,  ) 
Albemarle  Soukd,  May  0, 1864.     ) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  damages  received  in  the  master's  de- 
partment of  tms  ship  during  her  engagement 
with  the  rebel  iron-clad  ram  Albemarle  and  her 
consort,  the  rebel  steamer  Bombshell,  on  the  fifth 
instant.  In  ramming  the  Albemarle,  we  had  a 
a  start  of  three  to  four  hundred  yards,  and  were 
making  about  eleven  knots,  when  we  struck  her 
vith  our  prow  at  ri^ht  angles  on  her  starboard 
Quarter  at  the  junction  of  her  after  casemate  with 
tbe  hull,  forcing  her  side  under  water  two  or  three 
feet,  an(Lpushing  her  broadside  to  before  us ;  our 
bow  then  resting  on  her  quarter,  her  engine  work- 
ing ahead,  bringing  a  heavy  strain  across  our 
bow,  our  outer  or  false  stem  with  its  ram,  which 
had  been  started  by  the  shock  of  collision,  were 
forced  off,  the  stem  splintering  from  two  and  a 
half  feet  below  the  rail  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
rudder,  and  hanging  by  the  lower  portion  across 
our  bow  on  the  starboard  side,  starting  and 
splintering  the  outer  wood  ends,  and  tearing  away 
all  of  the  false  bow  forward  of  the  rudder,  whicn 
is  apparently  not  materially  injured  on  its  inner 
portion,  as  it  moves  quite  freely  by  the  use  of  the 
wheel.  The  position  in  which  we  lay  when  first 
striking  the  ram  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to 
tndn  any  of  his  guns  upon  us,^  but  the  headway 
of  the  two  vessek,  exerted  at  right  angles,  forced 
her  gradually  round  on  our  starboard  bow,  when 
he  fired  two  six-inch  rifle  shots  into  us  in  rapid 
succession.  The  first  of  these,  fired  from  nis 
af^er  gun  so  near  as  to  cover  our  bow  with  smoke 
and  burned  powder,  entered  ten  feet  abaft  the 
stem  and  three  feet  above  the  copper  on  the  star- 
board side,  passing  through  the  yeoman's  store- 
room, thence  diagonally  across  the  berth-deck, 
and  striking  between  the  skin  and  the  back  of  the 
fifth  hanging  knee  from  forward  on  the  port  side, 
cut  through  the  ship's  side  at  an  angle  of  about 
twenty  degrees,  and  fell  in  the  water  astern.  This 
f^hot  was  immediately  followed  by  a  similar  one 
from  his  forward  gun,  which  shot  entering  abreast 
of  the  foremast  four  feet  above  the  water  on  the 
Btarboard  side,  crushed  obliquely  through  the  side, 
cutting  through  the  back  of  hanging  knee,  and 
leaving  the  inside  of  the  ceiling  about  seven  and 
one -half  feet  abaft  where  it  first  struck  on  the 
out!«ide.  From  thence  it  passed  throuffh  the 
throat  of  the  next  hanging  knee,  through  the  dis- 
peniuury  and  bulkhead,  starboard  coal-bunker, 
passing  on  through  the  starboard  boiler,  and 
keeping  on  through  the  engine-room,  cut  in  two 
a  three-inch  iron  stanchion,  thence  through  steer- 
age and  ward-room  bulkheads,  smashing  doors  and 
sideboard,  cutting  through  magazine  screen,  when, 
striking  an  oak  stanchion,  which  it  splintered, 
it  glanced  at  right  angles  and  lodged  in  one  of  the 
starboard  state-rooms.  Many  other  shot  passed 
over  the  ship,  one  of  them  cutting  through  the 
boarding  netting  two  feet  above  the  rail  on  port 
quarter,  but  most  of  them  passing  between  the 
spars  and  rigging,  which  were  not  injured.  In 
clearing  tbe  ram,  our  starboard  wheel  passed  over 
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her  stern,  crushing  a  launch  which  she  was  towing, 
and  injuring  the  buckets  and  braces  more  or  less 
on  her  hulL  On  examination  I  find  that  the  shot 
holes  are  all  well  above  the  water-line,  and  as  the 
ship  makes  no  more  water  than  usual,  I  think  her 
actual  injury  to  the  hull  much  less  than  would 
seem  a  n^^ural  result  from  so  tremendous  a  shock. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  BoUTELLE, 
Acting  Mnster,  U.  S.  N. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Francis  A.  Roe, 

U.  S.  steamer  SasBaous,  Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C. 
ADDITIONAL   BEPOKT  OF  CAPT.  SIHTH. 

United  States  Steamer  Mattabesett,  i 
Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  May  24, 1604.     ) 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  ram  made  his  appear- 
ance to-day  for  the  first  time  since  the  engage- 
ment  of  the  fifth  instant.  He  came  down  in  sight 
of  the  picket  boats  stationed  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Roanoke  River,  with  head  up  stream,  and  was 
accompanied  by  a  row-boat  that  pulled  several 
times  diagonally  across  the  river,  as  if  dragging 
for  torpedoes.  The  Whitehead  fired  a  shell,  which 
exploded  near  his  stem,  when  the  Albemarle  im- 
mediately steamed  up  the  river. 

I  have  heard  from  contrabands  and  refugees 
direct  from  Plymouth,  that  the  plating  of  the  ram 
was  much  injured ;  that  four  of  our  shots  pene- 
trated his  outer  armor,  and  that  the  concussion 
caused  by  our  fire  was  so  severe  that  it  was  found 
impossible  to  keep  a  light  burning,  and  that  one 
of  the  guns  was  rendered  useless.  What  repairs 
have  been  made  are  not  known. 

I  am  of  the  opinion,  from  the  intelligence  re- 
ceived from  Plymouth,  that  they  are  evacuating 
the  place.  Several  guns  have  been  sent  up  the 
river,  and  large  loads  of  furniture  are  being  towed 
up  by  every  steamer.  The  guns  of  the  Southfield 
have  been  raised ;  one  has  been  sent  away,  and 
two  are  on  the  wharf  ready  for  transportation.  I 
have  informed  the  commanding  General  at  New- 
hem  of  the  state  of  affairs  at  Pl)inouth,  and 
signified  my  desire  to  cooperate  with  him  in  re- 
taking the  place  if  he  could  spare  the  necessary 
force,  as  I  have  heard  from  a  reliable  source  that 
they  have  but  two  hundred  men  and  the  ram  to 
guard  it.    •  *  •  I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer,  in  Soonda  of  N.  C. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Doc.  18. 

DESTRUCTION    OF   THE   HATTERA8. 
CAFT.   BAPHAEL   SGMM£S*S   REPORT. 
G.  8.  Steameb  Alabama,  Baiila,  May  17, 1868. 
I  ARRIVED  at  Galveston  (under  sail)  on  the 
eleventh  of  January,  and  just  before  nightfall 
made  the  enemy^s  fleet  lying  off  the  bar,  consist- 
ing of  five  ships  of  war.    One  of  the  steamers  was 
soon  after  perceived  to  get  under  way,  and  steer 
in  our  direction.    I  ordered  steam  to  be  gpt  up, 
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but  set  sail  on  the  ship  as  a  decoy,  that  I  might 
entice  the  enemy's  ship  sufficiently  far  from  the 
fleet  to  offer  her  battle.  I  wore  ship  and  stood 
away  from  the  bar,  permitting  the  enemy  to  ap- 
proach me  by  slow  degrees.  When  the  enemy 
nad  approached  sufficiently  near,  I  took  in  dil  sail, 
and  wearing  short  around,  ran  up  withip  hail.  It 
was  now  dark,  tt  being  about  seven  o'clock. 

The  enemy  hailed,  "  What  ship  is  that  ?  "  We 
responded,  "Her  Majesty's  steamer  Petrel." 
The  reply  was,  **  I  will  send  a  boat  on  board." 
We  now  nailed  in  turn,  to  know  who  the  enemy 
was,  and  when  we  had  received  the  reply  that  he 
WAS  the  **  United  States  steamer  Hatteras,"  we 
again  hailed  him,  and  informed  him  that  we  were 
the  Confederate  steamer  Alabama;  and  at  the 
same  time  I  directed  the  First  Lieutenant  to  open 
fire  upon  him.  Our  fire  was  promptly  returned,  and 
a  brisk  action  ensued,  which  lasted,  however,  only 
thirteen  minutes,  as  at  the  end  of  that  time  the 
enemy  fired  an  off  gun  and  showed  a  light ;  and 
upon  being  hailed  by  us  to  know  if  he  had  sur- 
rendered, he  replied  that  he  had,  and  that  he  was 
in  a  sinking  condition.  I  immediately  despatched 
boats  to  his  assistance,  and  had  just  time  to  re- 
move the  crew  when  the  ship  went  down. 

The  casualties  were  slight  on  both  sides,  al- 
though ^e  action  was  fought  at  a  distance  of  from 
one  hundred  and  fifty  to  four  hundred  yards.  Our 
shot  all  told  on  his  hull  about  the  water  line, 
and  hence  the  small  number  of  killed  and  wound- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  enemy  —  two  of  the  former 
and  three  of  the  latter.  We  had  none  killed  and 
only  one  wounded.    The  Hatteras  mounted  eight 

funs,  and  had  a  crew  of  eighteen  officers  and  one 
undred  and  eight  men.  The  Alabama  also 
mounted  eight  guns,  (with  a  small  captured  piece, 
a  twenty-four  pounder,  too  light  to  be  of  any  ser- 
vice,) and  had  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and  ten  men, 
exclusive  of  officers.  Four  of  the  Hatteras'  guns 
were  thirty-two  pounders  —  the  same  calibre  as 
our  broadside  ^uns,  but  our  pivot  ^uns  were  heav- 
ier than  hers,  this  being  the  only  disparity  between 
the  two  ships. 

We  received  a  few  shot  holes  from  the  enemy, 
doing  no  material  damage.  The  enemy's  steamer 
steamed  out  in  pursuit  of  us  soon  after  the  action 
commenced,  but  missed  us  in  the  darkness  of  the 
night.  Being  embarrassed  with  a  large  number 
of  prisoners,  I  steamed  directly  for  Jamaica,  where 
I  arrived  on  the  twentieth  of  January.  Here  I 
landed  my  prisoners,  repaired  damages,  Cbaled 
ship,  and  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  January  I  pro- 
ceeded to  sea  again,  ^n  the  twenty-eighth  of 
January  I  touched  at  the  city  of  St.  Domingo,  in 
the  island  of  the  same  name,  and  landed  the  crews 
of  two  of  the  enemy's  ships  which  I  had  burned. 
I  sailed  again  on  the  same  day,  and  made  my  way 

to ,  thence  to  the  island  of ,  and  tnence 

to' this  place,  where  I  arrived  yesterday — burning, 
•bonding,  and  destroying  enemy's  ships,  as  per  list 
enclosed.        I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Semmes, 
Gommandflr. 

Hob.  S.  R.  Mallobt, 

Beeretary  of  the  Navy. 


Doc.  19. 

ATTEMPT  TO  DESTROY  THE  ALBEMARLE. 

CAPTAIN  M.  SMITH'S  BEPORT. 

UNrrso  States  Steamer  Mattabesutt,  ) 
Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  May  30, 1851.     ( 

Sib  :  I  have  to  report  that  an  effort  was  made 
on  the  twenty-fifth  instant,  at  eleven  o'clock  F.  M., 
by  five  volunteers  from  the  steamer  Wyalusing,  to 
destroy  the  iron-clad  Albemarle. 

The  party  left  at  two  o'clock  P.  M.  on  the  twen- 
ty-fifth instant,  (having  made  a  reconnoissance 
two  days  before,)  and  ascended  the  Middle  River 
in  the  Mattabesett's  dingey,  with  two  torpedoes, 
(each  containing  one  hundr^  pounds  of  powder,) 
and  their  appendages,  which  tney  transported  on 
a  stretcher  across  the  island  swamps.  Charles 
Bfddwin,  coal-heaver,  and  John  W.  Lloyd,  cox- 
swain, then  swam  the  Roanoke  River,  with  a  line, 
and  hauled  the  torpedoes  over  to  the  Plymouth 
shore,  above  the  town.  They  were  then  connected 
by  a  bridle,  floated  down  with  the  current,  and 
guided  by  Charles  Baldwin,  who  designed  to 
place  them  across  the  bow  of  the  ram  —  one  on 
either  side — and  Allen  Crawford,  fireman,  who 
was  stationed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
in  the  swamp,  was  to  explode  them  on  a  given 
signal. 

Everything  had  worked  favorably  from  the  time 
of  starting,  until  the  torpedoes  were  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  ram,  when  Baldwin  was  discovered, 
and  hailed  by  a  sentry  on  the  wharf. 

Two  shots  were  then  fired,  and  a  volley  of  mus- 
ketry, which  induced  John  W.  Lloyd,  who  heard 
Uie  challenge  and  reports  of  small  arms,  to  cut 
the  guiding  line,  tl»ow  away  the  coil,  and  swim 
the  river  again  to-  join  John  Laverty,  fireman, 
who  was  left  in  charge  of  his  clothes  and  arms. 
These  two  men,  with  the  boat-keeper^  Benjamin 
Lloyd,  coal-heaver,  returned  to  the  ship  the 
morning  of  the  twenty-seventh,  after  an  absence 
of  thirty-eight  hours  in  the  swamps,  encountering 
the  additional  discomfort  of  a  rainy  day  and 
night. 

Two  days'  unsuccessful  search  was  made  for 
Biddwin  and  Crawford,  both  of  whom  made  their 
appearance  on  Sunday,  the  twenty-ninth  instant, 
much  fatigued  by  travel,  and  somewhat  exhausted 
from  the  loss  of  food.  No  traces  of  their  intended 
designs  were  left  behind  them.  I  cannot  too 
highly  commend  this  party  for  their  courage,  zeal, 
and  unwearied  exertion  in  carrying  out  a  project 
that  had  for  some  time  been  under  consideration. 
The  plan  of  executing  it  was  their  own,  except  in 
some  minor  details,  and  althoug^h  defeated  in  their 
purpose,  (by  accidentally  fouhng  a  schooner,)  I 
deem  it  my  imperative  duty  to  recommend  John 
W.  Lloyd  and  Charles  Baldwin  to  be  promoted  to 
a  higher  grade ;  and  that  all  receive  the  **  medal 
of  honor  "  and  pecuniary  reward  awarded  by  act 
of  Congress  for  distinguished  services. 

Four  deserters  lirom  the  rebel  ram  Albemarle 
were  brought  on  board  by  the  picket  boat  yester- 
day, but  I  cannot,  without  delaying  the  army  boat, 
communicate  the  intelligence  they  bring.    They 
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»tate,  however,  that  the  ram  Neuse  is  afloat,  and 
leadv  in  all  respects  for  service. 
\  am,  very  respectfully, 

xbur  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer,  in  Soanda  of  N.  Carolina. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee. 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Doc.  20. 


SrSPENSION  OP  HABEAS  CORPUS,  WITH 
RULES  OF  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

AOJUTAKT  AXD  INSFECTOB  GENBRAL'S  OFFICE,  > 

BiCBMOKD,  Va.,  March  10, 1804.     ) 
General  Orders,  No,  31. 

L  The  following  Act  of  Congress  "  for  the  sus- 
pension of  the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  in  certain 
aises,"  with  the  instructions  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, is  published  for  the  information  of  all  con- 
cerned: 

[No.  73.] 

An  Act  to  suspend  the  privile^  of  the  Writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus  m  certain  cases. 

Whereas  the  Constitution  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  provides,  in  article  first,  section 
nine,  paragraph  three,  that  "  the  privilege  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  un- 
less when  in  case  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the 
public  safety  may  require  it ; "  and  whereas,  the 
power  of  suspending  the  privilege  of  said  writ,  as 
recognieed  in  said  article  first,  is  vested  solely  in 
the  Congress,  which  is  the  exclusive  iudge  of  the 
necessity  of  such  suspension ;  and  whereas,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Congress,  the  public  safety  requires 
the  suspension  of  said  writ  in  the  existing  case  of 
the  invasion  of  these  states  by  the  armies  of  the 
United  States;  and  whereas,  the  President  has 
asked  for  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  and  informed  Congress  of  conditions  of 
public  danger  which  render  the  suspension  of  the 
writ  a  measure  proper  for  the  public  defence, 
against  invasion  and  msurrection :  now,  therefore, 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  do  enact,  that,  during  the  present  inva- 
sion of  the  Confederate  States,  the  privilege  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, suspended;  but  such  suspension  shall  apply 
only  to  the  cases  of  persons  arrested  or  detained 
by  order  of  the  President,  Secretary  of  War,  or 
Xhfi  general  officer  commanding  the  Trans-Missis- 
rlppi  Military  Department,  by  the  authority  and 
under  the  control  of  the  President.  It  is  hereby 
dfcciared  that  the  purpose  of  Congress,  in  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  is  to  provide  more  effectually  for 
the  public  safety,  by  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  in  the  following  cases,  and  no  others : 

First.  Of  treason,  or  treasonable  efforts  or 
eombinations  to  subvert  the  government  of  the 
Confederate  States. 

Second.  Of  conspiracies  to  overthrow  the  gov- 
ernment, or  conspiracies  to  resist  the  lawful  author- 
ities of  .the  Confederate  States. 

Third.    Of  eombining  to  atsiat  the  enemy,  or 


of  communicating  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  or 
giving  him  aid  and  comfort. 

Fourth.  Of  conspiracies,  preparations,  and  at- 
tempts to  incite  servile  insurrection. 

Fifth.  Of  desertions,  or  encouraging  deser- 
tions, of  harboring  deserters,  and  of  attempts  to 
avoid  military  service :  Provided,  that  in  cases  of 
palpable  wrong  and  oppression  by  any  subordi- 
nate officer,  upon  any  party  who  does  not  legally 
owe  military  service,  his  superior  officer  shall 
grant  prompt  relief  to  the  oppressed  party,  and 
the  subordinate  shall  be  dismissed  from  office. 

Sixth.  Of  spies  and  other  emmissaries  of  the 
enemy. 

Seventh.  Of  holding  correspondence  or  inter- 
course with  the  enemy,  without  necessity,  and 
without  the  permission  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Eighth.     Of  unlawful  trading  with  the  enemy, 
and  other  offences  against  the  laws  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  enacted  to  promote  their  success  in* 
the  war. 

Ninth.  Of  conspiracies,  or  attempts  to  liberate 
prisoners  of  war  held  by  the  Confederate  States. 

Tenth.  Of  conspiracies,  or  attempts  or  prepa- 
rations to  aid  the  enemy. 

Eleventh.  Of  persons  advising  or  inciting 
others  to  abandon  the  Confederate  cause,  or  to 
resist  the  Confederate  States,  or  to  adhere  to  the 
enemy. 

Twelfth.  Of  unlawfully  burning,  destroying,  or 
injuring,  or  attempting  to  burn,  destroy,  or  in- 
jure, any  bridge,  or  railroad,  or  telegraphic  line  of 
communication,  or  other  property,  with  the  intent 
of  aiding  the  enemy. 

Thirteenth.  Of  treasonable  designs  to  impair 
the  military  power  of  the  ffovemment,  by  destroy- 
ing, or  attempting  to  uestroy,  the  vessels,  or 
arms,  or  munitions  of  war,  or  arsenals,  founderies, 
workshops,  or  other  property  of  the  Confederate 
Stotes. 

Sec.  2d.  The  President  shall  cause  proper  offi- 
cers to  investigate  the  cases  of  all  persons  so  ar- 
rested or  detained,  in  order  that  they  may  be  dis- 
charged, if  improperly  detained,  unless  they  can 
be  speedily  tried  in  the  due  course  of  law. 

Sec.  3d.  That,  during  the  suspension  aforesaid, 
no  military  or  other  officer  shall  be  compelled,  in 
answer  to  any  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  to  appear  in 
person,  or  to  return  the  body  of  any  person  or 
persons  detained  by  him  by  the  authority  of  the 
President,  Secretary  of  War,  or  the  general  offi- 
cer commanding  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment :  but  upon  the  certificate  under  oath  of  the 
officer,  having  charge  of  any  one  so  detained, 
that  such  person  is  detained  by  him  as  a  prisoner, 
for  any  of  the  causes  hereinbefere  specified,  under 
the  authority  aforesaid,  further  proceedings  under 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  immediately  cease, 
and  remain  suspended  so  long  as  this  act  shall 
continue  in  force. 

Sec.  4th.  This  act  shall  continue  in  force  for 
ninety  days  after  the  next  meeting  of  Congress, 
and  no  longer. 

A  true  copy :        James  M.  Matthews, 

Law  Clerk 
Approved  February  15, 1864* 
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II.  There  will  be  appointed  by  this  department, 
for  each  military  division  of  the  Ck)nfederacy  east 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  one  or  more  competent 
persons  as  commissioners  to  investigate  the  cases 
of  persons  who  may  be  arrested  or  detained  by 
any  military  authority,  for  any  cause  specified 
within  the  above  recited  act.  Information  of  all 
such  arrests  will  be  given  to  him  by  the  depart- 
ment commander  as  soon  as  practicable  after  they 
are  made,  and  he  will  proceed  to  investigate  the 
same.  If,  upon  exammation,  a  reasonable  and 
probable  cause  for  detention  does  not  appear,  he 
will  certify  the  fact  to  the  General  or  other  officer 
in  command,  who  will  immediately  discharge  the 
prisoner  from  arrest.  But  if  a  reasonable  and 
probable  cause  does  appear,  the  commissioner  will 
forthwith  transmit  to  this  department  a  copy  of 
the  evidence  taken  in  the  case,  with  his  opinion 
thereon,  for  instructions,  and  meanwhile  the  pris- 

*  oner  shall  remain  in  custody. 

III.  In  all  cases  in  which  a  person  who  has  been 
enlisted  in  the  army  under  any  of  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress to  provide  for  the  public  defence,  or  to  raise 
troops  to  serve  during  the  war,  or  to  provide  for 
local  defence  and  special  service,  or  who  has  been 
enlisted  or  enrolledf  for  service  under  the  acts  of 
Congress  further  to  provide  for  the  public  defence, 
or  has  been  placed  in  the  military  service'  by  the 
act  of  Congress  to  organize  forces  to  serve  during 
the  war,  approved  seventeenth  February,  1864, 
shall  be  held  in  custody  for  desertion  or  encour- 
aging desertions,  of  harboring  deserters,  and  of 
attempts  to  avoid  military  service,  or  of  holding 
correspondence  or  intercourse  with  the  enemy 
without  necessity,  and  without  the  permission  of 
the  Confederate  States,  or  of  combining  to  assist 
the  enemy,  or  of  communicating  intelligence  to 
the  enemy,  or  of  giving  him  aid  and  comfort,  or 
for  any  other  cause  specified  in  the  act  aforesaid ; 
and  in  all  cases  in  wnich  any  person  not  belong" 
ing  to  the  military  service  shall  be  held  in  custody 
by  any  military  authority  for  any  of  the  causes 
mentioned  in  the  act,  shall  apply  to  any  court  oi- 
officer  in  the  Confederate  States  for  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  hav- 
ing the  command  or  custody  oi  such  person  forth- 
with to  report  the  case,  with  all  the  relevant  facts, 
to  the  War  Department  for  instructions  as  to  the 
proper  answer  to  be  made  to  such  writ,  and  in  the 
mean  time  to  retain  the  custody  and  control  of 
such  person  under  this  order,  a  copy  of  which 
will  be  communicated  to  the  officer  or  court  issu- 
ing the  writ,  as  affording  the  reason  why  time 
should  be  given  to  make  a  more  complete  return. 

rV.  In  ml  cases  when  the  requisite  delay  can- 
not be  obtained,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  officer 
having  command  and  custody  of  persons  embraced 
in  the  preceding  section,  or  who  may  have  in  cus- 
tody as  prisoners  any  person  charged  under  any 
of  the  sections  of  the  above  recited  act  of  Con- 
gress, to  make  a  special  return  in  writing,  and 
under  oath,  that  the  body  of  such  persons  so  de- 
tained by  him  is  detained  by  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  that  he  declines,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  his  authority  and  the  act  of  Con- 
gress aforesaid,  to  produce  the  body  of  such  per- 


son, or  to  make  further  appearance  or  return  to 
the  said  writ. 

V.  The  commanding  General  of  the  Trans-Mis- 
sissippi Department  will  perform  the  functions 
devolving  upon  the  War  Department,  under  these 
orders,  in  that  portion  of  the  Confederacy. 
By  order, 

S.  Cooper, 

AcUatant  snd  Inspector-Greneral. 


Doc.  21. 


OPERATIONS   AGAINST  THE  INDIANS. 
GENERAL   SIBLEY'S    REPORT.* 

General  Sibley  left  Camp  Atchison,  on  the 
morning  of  July  twenty,  1863,  with  a  force  consist- 
ing of  one  thousand  four  hundred  infantry  and  five 
hundred  cavalry.  On  the  twenty-fourth,  at  one 
o'clock  P.  M.,  having  crossed  the  Great  Coteau  of 
the  Missouri,  and  while  the  General,  with  several 
officers,  was  some  distance  in  advance  of  the  muia 
column,  scouts  came  up  reporting  a  large  force  of 
Indian  warriors  two  or  three  miles  distant.  The 
train  was  immediately  corralled  upon  the  shore  of 
a  salt  lake,  and  an  intrenched  camp  rapidly  form- 
ed under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Crooks.  Mean- 
while the  Indians  were  rapidly  gathering  on  three 
sides  and  covering  the  hiUs  curound.  One  of  the 
scouts  succeeded  m  getting  within  speaking  dis- 
tance of  Red  Plume,  a  relative  and  Sisseton  Chief, 
who  told  him  to  warn  General  Sibley  that  the 
plan  of  the  Indians  was  to  invite  a  council  with 
the  superior  officers,  shoot  them  down,  and  then 
make  a  rush  upon  the  camp  in  great  force.  Other 
Indians  approached  near  where  the  scouts  were 
stationed,  and  coipmenced  conversing  with  them, 
pretending  to  be  desirous  of  making  peace.  Sur- 
geon Weiser  rode  up  and  joined  the  scouts,  when 
a  young  brave,  probably  mistaking  him  from  his 
umform  for  a  commanding  officer,  manifested  great 
delight  at  seeing  him,  and  gradually  approaching 
in  this  way,  suddenly  shot  him  through  the  heart. 
A  general  engagement  followed,  the  Indians  com- 
mencing the  attack  under  shelter  of  the  surround- 
ing ridges.  Colonel  McPhail,  with  a  detachment 
of  rangers,  was  ordered  to  dislodge  the  enemy 
from  the  hill  where  Dr.  Weiser  was  shot,  sup- 
ported  by  the  Seventh  regiment  and  Captain 
Edgerton  8  company  of  the  Tenth.  General  Sib- 
ley, with  a  six-pounder  under  charge  of  Lieuten- 
ant Whipple,  took  possession  of  Big  Mound, 
across  a  ravine,  which  the  Indians  had  taken  pos- 
session of,  and  poured  into  this  ravine  a  raking 
fire  with  spherical  case,  soon  drivingthem  from 
their  cover  into  the  broken  prairie.  The  rangers, 
supported  by  the  Seventh,  steadily  advanced, 
driving  the  Indians  from  ridge  to  ridge,  until  finally 
they  fied  in  confusion.  This  was  upon  the  righ*t 
of  the  camp.  Upon  the  left  Colonel  Crooks  aad. 
Colonel  Averill  deployed  portions  of  the  Sixth 
regiment  as  skirmishers,  and  drove  the  savages 
before  them,  routing  them  from  point  to  point, 
until  at  length  they  also  took  to  mght.    General 

•  See  Docomcnt,  piig«  381,  voL  7,  R«  B* 
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SiMcy,  from  an  overlooking  height,  saw  the  whole 
KUy  of  the  enemy  in  confused  retreat,  while 
their  families  were  described  crossing  the  distant 
1  ills  towards  the  Missouri  Hiver.  Colonel  Me- 
I  hail,  with  his  regiment,  was  ordered  to  fall  upon 
taj  rvivp  of  the  retreating  foe,  supported  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Marshall  with  the  Seventh,  Cap- 
tain £dgerton*s  company,  and  one  six-pounder 
au(i  a  section  of  howitzers,  under  Captain  Jones. 
Tiie  pursuit  was  continued  until  dark,  the  infantry 
fuUowing  the  mounted  men  at  double-quick.  An 
iider  from  General  Sibley  to  Colonel  McPhail,to 
bivouac  at  nightfall,  was  by  mistake  given  as  an 
onler  to  return,  so  that  these  wearied  men,  after 
Dijrchinj;  from  five  in  the  morning  till  one  in  the 
aftemooif,  then  fighting  and  pursuing  the  enemy 
tor  twelve  miles,  were  obliged  to  spend  the  whole 
lung  night  in  picking  their  way  through  the  dark- 
ness back  to  the  mam  column,  which  they  reached 
just  as  it  was  about  to  move.  It  consequently  be- 
came imperatively  necessary'  to  rest  a  day  in  camp. 
On  the  twenty-sixth,  the  httle  army  was  again  m 
motion.  Arriving  at  the  place  where  the  Indians 
iiad  been  encamped,  there,  and  for  miles  beyond, 
lar^  stores  of  dried  meat,  tallow,  cooking  utensils, 
ba&lo  robes,  &c.,  were  found  and  burned.  This 
loss  will  be  severely  felt  by  the  Indians.  A  march 
of  twelve  miles  brought  the  column  to  Dead 
Buffalo  Lake,  and  there  being  neither  wood  nor 
water  for  a  long  distance  ahead,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  give  the  men  and  animals  rest  here. 
Indians  soon  be^n  to  menace  the  camp.  Captain 
Chase,  with  his  pioneers,  (Company  A,  Ninth 
regiment,)  and  Captain  Jones,  with  a  section  of 
hk  six-pound  battery,  were  thrown  forward  about 
six  hundred  yards  to  an  excellent  elevation,  and 
were  joined  by  Colonel  Crooks,  with  two  compa- 
nies of  the  Sixth,  (A  and  B.)  The  enemy  at  tnat 
point  far  outnumbered  this  force,  but  maintained 
a  safe  distance,  and  were  soon  scattered  by 
spherical  case.  They  then  crossed  for  an  attack 
upon  ihe  left  of  the  camp,  when  Captain  Taylor, 
Mith  Company  A,  of  the  rangers,  was  sent  to  op- 
pose them*  He  held  a  largeh"^  superior  force  m 
check,  until  reenforced  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Aurill,  with  two  companies  of  the  Sixth.  The 
Indians  still  concentrating  on  the  left  and  threaten- 
ing a  flank  movement.  Major  McLaren  moved  six 
companies  of  the  Sixth  on  an  extended  b'ne,  so  as 
t(»  cuvcr  that  direction  efl'ectually,  while  Captains 
Wilson  and  Davy,  with  their  companies  of  ran- 
gers, made  a  rapid  dash,  which  repulsed  the  enemy 
]sith  considerable  loss.  A  precipitate  flight  fol- 
lowed, the  Indians  leaving  their  dead  upon  the 
ML    Thus  ended  the  second  lesson. 

i'he  third  battle  was  on  the  twenty-eighth,  the 
march  on  the  twenty-seventh  being  only  eighteen 
milch,  on  account  of  the  utter  exhaustion  of  the 
animals.  The  ball  was  opened  by  the  Tenth  regi- 
ment, whose  turn  it  was  to  be  in  advance.  The 
column  was  moving  out  of  camp,  when  the  scout 
came  shouting,  "  They  aie  coming,"  closely  fol- 
lowed by  about  two  thousand  Indians.  As  the 
enemy  came  over  the  brow  of  the  hills  in  front, 
and  got  a  view  of  "the  situation"  —  the  Tenth 
regiment  rapidly  deplo}ing  to  meet  them,  and  two 


sections  of  the  battery  in  position  for  work  —  one 
Indian  was  heard  to  cry,  "  We  are  too  late,  they 
are  ready  for  us  !  "  and  another  to  answer,  "  But 
remember  our  children  and  families ;  we  must  not 
let  them  get  them." 

They  immediately  spread  out  right  and  left, 
outflanking  the  Tenth  on  both  extremes.  The 
firing  in  front  was  very  spirited  and  disastrous  to 
the  enemy,  who  were  quite  busily  employed  in 
carrying  off  their  dead  and  wounded.  The  train 
was  just  at  this  moment  filing  out  of  the  corral, 
and  the  other  regiment  not  having  taken  their 
position,  the  advance  had  to  be  checked,  to  pre- 
vent the  exposure  and  consequent  destruction  of 
the  teams  and  supplies.  An  attempt  was  made  by 
the  Indians  to  get  possession  of  some  broken, 
rocky  ground  in  the  rear  and  close  upon  the  train, 
but  this  movement  was  checked  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  MarshaU,  with  the  Seventh  regiment, 
Lieutenant  Western,  with  a  section  of  the  batter}', 
and  one  battalion  of  cavalry ;  and  the  foe  were 
speedily  repulsed  and  driven  ifrom  their  partially 
gained  cover.  The  Sixth  regiment,  with  a  battal- 
ion of  cavah-y,  held  the  centre  of  the  column,  and 
deploying  to  the  right  held  the  Indians  in  check 
in  that  durection,  while  the  left  wing  of  the  same 
regiment  stretched  southward  towards  the  lake. 
The  first  onset  being  successfully  resisted,  the 
order  was  given  to  move  forward,  and  the  whole 
Column  at  once  proceeded  with  a  steadiness  and 
valor  which  completely  disconcerted  the  savages, 
who  speedily  retreated,  anxious  to  join  their  fam- 
ilies on  the  other  side  of  the  Missouri.  General 
Sibley  reached  the  woods  skirting  the  shore  short- 
ly after  noon  on  the  twenty-ninth,  the  Sixth  regi- 
ment being  in  advance.  Colonel  Crooks  was 
ordered  to  clear  the  woods  to  the  river,  assisted 
by  the  battery,  and  in  a  short  'time  our  men  were 
upon  the  bank.  The  opposite  bluff  was  lined 
with  Indians,  who  opened  a  spirited  fire,  but  at  too 
long  range  to  be  dangerous  at  all.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  AverilPs  detachment  replied  with  more 
effect.  The  evidence  of  crossing  in  a  disastrous 
haste  abounded  everywhere.  All  their  transpor- 
tation had  been  abandoned,  and  many  women  and 
children  were  drowned. 

Long  and  rapid  marches,  want  of  water  and 
forage,  days  of  nghting  and  nights  of  watcbings, 
and  the  rapidly  lessening  stock  of  provisions, 
compelled  General  Sibley  here  to  relinquish  the 
further  pursuit.  The  Indians  were  now  upon  a 
river  which  they  could  cross  and  recross  with 
more  facility  than  our  soldiers,  and  which  was 
bordered  by  almost  impenetrable  thickets  —  the 
prickly  ash  abounding.  The  animals,  especiallv, 
were  in  a  position  which  precluded  any  more  rapid 
or  sustained  marches. 

Two  days  were  spent  upon  the  branches  of  the 
Missoun,  and  for  three  successive  evenings  can- 
non were  fired  and  signal  rockets  sent  up,  in  the 
vain  hope  that  General  Sully  might  be  within 
answering  distance  ;  and  on  the  first  instant,  after 
thoroughlv  destroying  the  stuff  abandoned  by  the 
Indians,  the  camp  was  broken  up,  and  the  expe- 
ditionary force  again  in  motion,  homeward  bound. 
The  point  oh  the  Missouri  reached  by  General 
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Sibley,  was  in  latitude  46°  42',  longitude  100°  35', 
about  forty  miles  by  land  below  Fort  Clark.  The 
distance  n'om  Fort  Snelling,  by  line  of  march, 
was  made  by  Colonel  Crooks  to  be  five  hundred 
and  eight-fiye  miles. 

A   DETAILED  NARRATIVE.— THE   BATTLE  OF 

THE   BIG   MOUND. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  July,  about  one  o'clock, 
as  the  column  was  moving  along  the  western  base 
of  a  greiat  hill  or  ridge  of  the  Coteau  Missouri, 
scouts  who  were  in  the  advance  returned  with  the 
report  that  we  were  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a 
large  camp  of  Indians.  Other  scouts  came  who  had 
seen  the  Indians,  and  believed  them  to  be  preparing 
in  great  numbers  to  engage  us — that  {hejr  were 
then  collecting  in  the  rocky  ravines  and  behind  the 
ridges  of  the  great  hill.  Soon  the  Indians  were 
on  the  Big  Mound,  the  highest  peak  of  the  hill. 
The  train  was  turned  off  to  the  right  a  little  way, 
and  corralled  on  a  salt  lake. 

Details  of  men  were  made  to  throw  up  intrench- 
ments,  so  that  a  small  number  of  men  could 
defend  the  train  and  camp,  while  the  main  force 
should  be  engaged  elsewhere.  The  camp  was 
encircled  by  the  several  regiments,  with  the  ar- 
tillery placed  at  intervals  between  them.  The 
Big  Mound  was  directly  east  of  camp,  a  mile  and, 
a  quarter  distant — a  succession  of  hills,  or  the 
broken  side  of  the  big  hill,  rising  from  the  camp 
to  the  Big  Mound.  There  was  a  ravine  directly 
east  of  camp,  which  extended  nearly  to  the  Big 
Mound. 

The  Sixth  reeiment  was  i>laced  on  the  north 
side  of  the  corral,  its  left  resting  on  the  lake ;  the 
Tenth  regiment  next  to  the  Sixth,  fronting  north- 
east, and  to  the  left  of  the  ravine ;  the  Seventh 
regiment  on  the  right  of  the  Tenth,  fronting  east 
and  south-east  on  the  ravine ;  the  cavalry  on  the 
south  side  of  the  camp,  with  its  right  flank  on  the 
lake. 

These  dispositions  had  hardly  been  made  before 
the  report  of  firearms  was  heard  on  the  hill  di- 
rectly m  front  of  the  Seventh  regiment.  Some  of 
the  scouts  had  gone  part  way  ud  the  hill,  and 
were  talking  with  the  Indians.  Doctor  Weiser, 
surgeon  of  the  Mounted  Rangers,  joined  them, 
and  shook  hands  with  one  or  two  Indians  whom 
he  had  probably  known  at  Shakopee.  *One  Indian 
advanced  and  shot  him  through  the  heart  He 
fell,  and  died  without  speaking  a  word.  The  scouts 
fired,  and  the  Indians  fell  back. behind  the  ridge, 
returning  the  fire,  one  shot  taking  efiect  upon 
scout  Solon  Stevens,  of  Mankato.  It  proved  to 
be  but  a  slight  wound  in  the  hip.  The  ball  had 
first  passed  through  his  rubber  blanket,  which  was 
rolled  up  on  his  saddle.  An  ambulance  was 
promptly  sent  out,  which  met  the  body  of  Doctor 
Weiser,  being  brought  in  on  a  horse. 

The  first  battalion  of  cavalry  —  Captains  Taylor, 
Wilson,  and  Anderson's  companies  —  was  prompt- 
ly ordered  to  the  scene  of  Doctor  Weiser  s  death, 
where  the  scouts  were  skirmishing  with  the  In- 
dians. They  found  the  ground  so  broken  that 
they  dismounted  and  sent  their  horses  back  to 


camp.  Major  Bradley,  with  Captains  Stevens  and 
Gilfillan's  companies  of  the  Seventh,  were  ordered 
to  the  support  of  the  cavalry.  The  General,  with 
a  six-pounder,  advanced  to  a  hill  on  the  left  of  the 
ravine,  and  began  to  shell  the  Indians  at  the  head 
of  the  ravine  and  about  the  Big  Mound.  Captain 
Edgerton's  company  of  the  Tenth  supported  the 
the  six-pounder. 

The  Sixth  regiment  was  deployed  on  the  foot 
hills  in  front  of  its  line,  to  the  north  and  north- 
east of  camp.  Captain  Bank's  company  of  the 
Seventh,  on  the  right  of  the  Sixtn  regiment 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Marshall,  with  the  remaining 
five  companies  of  the  Seventh  regiment.  Captains 
Kennedy,  Williston,  Hall,  Carter,  and  Arnold 
advanced  up  the  ravine  towards  the  Big  Mound, 
and  deployed  on  the  left  of  the  dismounted  cav- 
alry and  Major  Bradley's  line. 

The  artillery,  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
the  General,  drove* the  Indians  out  from  the  head  of 
the  ravine  and  from  about  the  Big  Mound.  They 
fell  back  to  the  table  land  east  of  the  mound,  and 
into  the  broken  ridges  and  ravines  southward. 
They  had  come  from  that  quarter^  their  camp  he- 
ing  found  around  the  hill,  about  five  miles  from 
our  camp. 

The  snelling  they  got  near  the  Big  Mound  pre- 
vented their  getting  around  to  the  northward  in 
any  consideralsle  numbers.  They  were  massed  in 
the  broken  ground  to  the  south  of  the  mound. 

The  line  of  the  Seventh  regiment  and  the  three 
companies  of  cavalry  named  advanced  steadily  and 
rapidly,  pouring  a  constant  fire  into  the  Indians, 
which  reached  them  before  their  shorter  range 
guns  could  have  any  efiect  on  our  troops.  The 
left  of  the  Seventh  crossed  the  summit  range  just 
to  the  right  of  the  mound,  and  flanking  the  nght 
of  the  Indians,  swept  around  to  the  southward 
and  pursued  the  Indians  into  and  through  the 
ridges  and  ravines  on  the  east  of  the  ranE^e,  while 
Major  Bradley  and  Captains  Taylor  and  Ander- 
son pressed  them  hotly  on  the  west  side.  Cap- 
tain Wilson,  of  the  cavalry,  crossed  to  the  right 
of  the  mound,  and  pursued  some  Indians  that  sep- 
arated from  the  main  body  and  retreated  moi*e 
directly  eastward. 

The  Indians  were  thus  pursued  three  or  four 
miles,  and  until  they  were  completely  dislodged 
and  driven  from  the  hills  to  a  broad  plain  south- 
ward. They  would  try  to  hold  ridge  after  ridge, 
and  to  cover  themselves  in  the  ravines,  but  the 
better  weapons  of  the  whites  were  too  much  for 
them.  They  were  sparing  of  ammunition,  and 
probably  not  over  half  had  firearms.  Their  num- 
ber exceeded  a  thousand  warriors. 

As  they  were  precipitately  retreating  down  the 
ravines  towards  the  plain,  after  the  last  stand,  two 
companies  of  cavalry.  Captain  Austin's  and  Lieu- 
tenant Barton's,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Colonel  McPhail,  took  the  advance  and  charged 
the  Indians,  doinff  execution.  Corporal  Hazlep 
was  shot  in  the  shoulder  by  an  Indian  he  wa^ 
riding  on  to.  Colonel  McPhail  thrust  his  sabre 
through  the  Indian.  It  was  here  that  a  stroke  of 
lightnmg  killed  private  John  Murphy,  of  Com- 
pany B,  and  his  horse,  and  stunned  another  cav- 
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alTjman.  Colonel  McPhail's  grasp  was  loosened 
on  his  sword  by  the  shock.  He  thought  a  shell 
had  fallen  among  them.  This  momentarily 
checked  the  charge  and  rendered  it  less  effective, 
the  Indians  getting  out  on  the  plain,  where  their 
immense  numbers  deterred  any  further  charge 
until  the  cavaliy  could  be  reenforced. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Marshall  had  left  his  line 
for  a  mome.nt,  and,  taking  care  of  Colonel  Mc- 
Phail's  right  flank,  charged  down  the  hill  with  the 
rangers.  In  an  effort  to  cut  off  some  Indians  to 
the  right,  he  got  into  rather  close  quarters  with 
some  of  them.  The  thunder-stroke  checked  the 
the  cavalr^'men  th^t  he  thought  were  following 
him  in  the  dash.  He  wheeled  his  horse  in  time 
to  avoid  a  single-handed  encounter  with  a  dozen 
warriors. 

While  the  dismounted  companies  of  cavalry 
were  getting  their  horses  from  camp,  and  Captains 
Rubles's,  Davy's,  and  Lieutenant  Johnston's  com- 
panies, that  had  been  on  the  right  of  the  hill  with 
Major  Bradley,  were  being  formed  for  the  pur- 
suit, the  Indians  had  got  tnree  or  four  miles  away. 
Their  families  had  been  started  ahead,  and  the 
warriors  were  -covering  the  rear  of  the  train.  The 
cavalry  pursued,  and  the  Seventh  regiment  fol- 
lowed on.  Lieutenant  Whipple's  section  of  the 
battery  was  sent  forward,  and  Company  B,  of  the 
Tenth,  to  support  it.  The  cavalry  reached  the 
Indiana  before  dark,  and  made  five  successive 
charges  on  their  rear,  killing  a  great  number. 
The  battery  and  the  Seventh  regiment  were  not 
up  in  time  to  take  a  hand. 

The  Indians  fought  desperately.  One  stalwart 
warrior,  with  an  American  flag  wrapped  around 
him  theatrically,  fired  twice  while  the  cavalry 
were  within  twenty  rods  charging  upon  him,  his 
balls  taking  effect  in  the  overcoats  and  saddle  of 
private  Green,  and  rubber  blanket  of  Carlson,  of 
Company  F.  The  Indian  got  the  powder  down, 
but  not  the  ball,  for  the  third  load,  which  he  dis- 
charged at  the  breast  of  Archy  McNee,  of  Com- 
pany F,  of  course  without  effect.  He  then  clubbed 
his  musket  and  struck  Carlson,  nearly  unhorsing 
him.  A  dozen  carbine  balls  were  put  into,  and 
then  he  had  to  be  sabred  to  finish  him. 

Gustaf  Stark,  of  Company  B,  was  killed  in  one 
of  these  charges,  and  Andrew  Moore  dangerously, 
if  not  mortally,  wounded. 

The  cavalry  boys  took  twenty-one  scalps  in 
this  charge. 

Colonel  McPhail  had  told  them  that  it  was  very 
barbarous*  to  take  scalps,  but  that  he  wouldn't 
believe  any  man  had  killed  an  Indian  unless  he 
showed  the  hair,  and  enough  of  it  so  that  two 
locks  couldn't  be  taken  from  the  same  head. 

Tlie  trail  of  the  Indians  was  strewed  with  tons 
of  dried  buffalo  meat,  peromican,  robes  and  un- 
dressed buffalo  skins,  besides  camp  furniture.  It 
was  a  wild  flight,  in  which  they  abandoned  every- 
thing that  impeded  them.  Much  of  this  stuff 
they  left  in  camp. 

The  Seventh  regiment,  with  Company  B  of  the 
Tenth,  had  reached  a  point  ten  or  twelve  miles 
from  campi  the  artillery  a  point  farther  advanced, 
while  Colonel  McPhail  was  engaged  fifteen  miles 


from  camp.  Darkness  came  on,  and  Colonel 
Marshall  ordered  a  bivouac  of  his  men,  and  Cap- 
tain Edgerton's  company  of  the  Tenth.  Guaras 
were  posted,  and  the  exhausted  men  had  laid 
down  to  sleep,  when  Colonel  McPhail  returned 
on  his  way  to  camp,  having  received  an  order  not 
to  pursue  after  dark,  and — mistakenly  delivered 
—  to  return  to  camp.  The  General  intended  to 
leave  it  discretionary  with  Colonel  McPhail  to 
bivouac  or  return  to  camp  accordingly,  as  'he 
might  have  got  many  miles  away,  or  be  near  to 
camp. '  The  infantry  joined  the  cavalry  and  ar- 
tillery, and  marched  until  daylight  the  next  morn- 
ing before  reaching  camp,  having  been  twenty- 
four  hours  marching  or  fighting,  and  since  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning  without  water. 

The  General  was  just  ready  to  leave  camp  with 
the  other  forces,  but  the  exhausted  condition  of . 
the  men  and  cavalry  horses  that  bad  been  out  all 
night,  precluded  the  march  that  day.  This  un- 
fortunate mistake  delayed  the  pursuit  two  days, 
for  it  required  the  next  day's  march,  the  twenty- 
sixth,  to  reach  the  point  of  the  cavalry  fight  on 
the  night  of  the  twenty-fourth. 

THB  BATTLE  OF  DEAD  BUFFALO  LAKE. 

Camp  was  moved  on  the  twenty-fifth,  three 
miles,  on  to  the  great  hill,  where  a  pond  of 
fresh  water  and  grass  were  found.  Lieutenant 
Freeman's  and  Murphy's  and  Starr's  bodies  were 
buried  at  Camp  Sidney,  below  the  hill.  Doctor 
Weiser's  w^s  buried  at  Camp  Whitney,  on  the 
hUl. 

The  march  was  resumed  on  the  twenty-sixth, 
and  Dead  Buffalo  Lake  reached*"  about  noon. 
The  Indians  were  seen  in  the  distance  advan- 
cing towards  us.  It  was  not  known  that  there 
was  any  good  camping-place  within  reach  that 
day  ahead,  and  it  was  decided  to  go  into  camp 
on  the  lake. 

Lieutenant  Whipple's  six-pounders  were  ad- 
vanced to  a  hill  half  a  mile  in  advance,  towards 
the  Indians,  and  the  Sixth  regiment  was  deployed 
forward,  to  support  the  battery  and  engage  the 
Indians. 

The  Indians  circled  around,  got  on  the  high 
knolls  and  ridges,  and  took  observations,  but 
seemed  indisposed  to  pitch  in.  The  artillery 
shelled  them  when  they  ventured  near  enough, 
and  the  skirmishers  gave  them  shots  when  they 
approached  anywhere  near  camp. 

Thus  some  hours  passed  without  the  Indians 
developing  their  purpose.  A  large  portion  of 
them  kept  out  of  sight  Finally,  aoout  three 
o'clock,  a  mounted  force  of  Indians  suddenly 
dashed  in  on  the  north  side  of  the  camp,  where 
mules  had  been  turned  out  to  graze,  and  where 
teamsters  were  getting  grass. 

The  Indians  had  almost  reached  them,  when 
Captains  Wilson's  and  Davy's  conrpanies  of  cav- 
alry —  the  latter  under  Lieutenant  A.idder  —  put- 
ting their  horses  to  the  jump,  dashed  upon  the 
Indians,  and  so  dismayed  them  that  they  wheeled 
their  ponies  to  escape,  but  not  in  time  to  escape 
the  carbine  shots,  followed  by  the  revolver  and 
sabre,  and  left  a  goodly  numb^  of  the  red  devils 
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on  the  field.  Some  of  the  scouts  did  good  ser- 
vice in  this  charge. 

One  wounded  Indian  tried  to  escape  by  seizing 
his  horse's  tail,  but,  unfortunately  for  him,  the 
pony  got  a  shot  in  the  shoulder.  John  Piatt,  of 
Company  L,  dashed  up  to  finish  the  Indian  with 
his  revolver,  but  it  didn't  go  ofi*,  and  before  he 
could  check  his  horse  he  was  upon  the  Indian, 
who  had  reserved  a  shot  in  his  gun,  which  he  fired 
into  the  thigh  and  bowels  of  poor  Piatt,  giving 
him  his  death  wound.  Joe  Campbell,  one  of  the 
scouts,  tried  to  save  Piatt,  but  it  was  too  late. 
Campbell's  shot,  fired  at  the  same  instant  that  the 
Indian  fired  the  fatal  shot  at  Piatt,  went  through 
the  vitals  of  the*'savage  and  finished  him.  Piatt's 
comrades,  exasperated  at  his  mortal  wound,  tore 
the  Indian's  scalp  from  his  head  before  he  was 
dead. 

A  part  of  the  Sixth  regiment,  under  Major 
McLaren,  had  returned  to  camp,  and  was  on  their 
color  line,  on  the  side  where  the  Indians  made 
the  dash.  They  promptly  advanced  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  cavalry,  and  took  a  hand  in.  Thus 
the  Sixth,  among  the  infantry  regiments,  on  this 
day  did  the  fighting.  The  cavalry  and  artillery 
in  this,  as  in  the  previous  and  subsequent  engage- 
ment, had  always  their  full  share  of  work.  The 
Indians  appeared  on  the  south  side  of  the  camp, 
out  of  range,  but  made  no  further  attack. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  STONY  LAKE. 

• 

The  march  was  resumed  on  the  twenty- 
seventh,  and  the  trail,  still  marked  by  robes 
and  other  articles,  was  followed  towards  the 
Missouri  River. 

We  camped,  after  a  march  of  nearly  twenty 
miles,  on  a  small  lake  half  a  mile  long  and  twen- 
ty rods  wide. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth,  just  as 
the  rear  of  the  train  was  filing  around  the  south 
end  of  the  lake,  the  advance  being  nearlv  to  the 
top  of  a  long  hill  that  we  were  ascendmg,  the 
Indians  suddenlv  made  .their  appearance  in  front 
and  on  the  flanks,  rapidly  circling  around  to  the 
rear.  They  were  in  inunense  numbers,  seemingly 
all  mounted. 

Major  Jo.  Brown,  guide,  and  some  of  the 
scouts,  who  were  in  advance,  narrowly  escaped 
being  gobbled  up.  The  Tenth  regiment.  Colonel 
Baker,  which  was  in  the  advance,  promf)tly  and 
gallantly  met  the  attack  in  front,  wnich  was  the 
first  demonstration  of  the  Indians.  The  artiller}' 
was  quickly  brought  into  play,  and  the  savages 
drew  back  to  a  safe  distance.  Colonel  Crooks,  with 
the  Sixth  regiment,  on  the  right  flank,  held  them 
at  bay,  and  effectually  guarded  the  train,  while 
the  cavalry  on  the  left,  and  the  Seventh  regiment 
and  cavalry  in  the  rear,  presented  an  unassailable 
line.  The  Indians  got  partly  under  cover  of 
broken  ground  at  the  south  end  of  the  lake,  but 
were  soon  dislodged  by  the  fire  of  Lieutenant 
Western's  section  of  the  battery,  and  a  line  of 
skirmishers  of  the  Seventh.  One  shot  from  an 
Indian,  evidently  aimed  at  Colonel  Marshall,  while 
he  was  locating  a  howitzer,  struck  the  gi'ound  at 
his  feet    The  most  determined  effort,  however, 


to  make  a  breach,  was  in  front,  and  was  fairly  re- 
sisted by  the  Tenth  regiment,  so  that  it  had  i.^ 
day  of  nghting. 

The  Indians,  as  they  came  on  at  first,  wex-e 
heard  to  say,  "  It  is  too  late,  it  is  too  late,"  evi- 
dently having  expected  to  surprise  us  in  camp. 
Another  Indum  answered,  "  We  must  fight  for  our 
children." 

After  feconnoitring  all  sides  of  the  tndn,  and 
finding  it  girt  with  a  wall  of  fire,  they  seemed  to 
think  It  was  no  use  to  make  an  assault  After 
seeing  that  the  proper  dispositions  had  been  made 
for  guarding  the  train,  tne  General  ordered  the 
column  to  move  forward,  regardless  of  the  Indi- 
ans. The  Indians  seeing  our  purpose  to  press  on 
towards  their  families,  quickly  withdrew,  tne  whole 
demonstration  not  delaying  the  march  over  two 
hours. 

General  Sibley,  Major  Brown,  and  others,  es- 
timated the  number  of  Indians  engaged  this  day 
at  over  two  thovsand.  In  the  battle  of  Big 
Mound  were  all  the  lower  Indians,  the  Sissetoans, 
and  part  of  the  Yanktonais.  In  the  last  day's 
fight,  that  of  Stony  Lake,  they  had  been  reen- 
forced  by  another  camp  of  Yanktonais  and  some 
Tetons  nrom  the  west  side  of  Missouri  River.  We 
captured  a  Teton  boy,  who  had  no  gun,  and  was 
suDsequ^ntly  released  at  the  Missouri  River. 
This  Teton  and  an  old  squaw  were  the  only  pris- 
oners taken  in  battle  or  near  a  battle.  The  sup- 
Elications  for  the  life  of  the  wretches,  when  they 
ad  fired  their  last  shot,  were  generally  met  by 
sabre  thrust  that  finished  them. 

No  more  Indians  were  encountered  until  the 
banks  of  the  Missouri  were  reached,  the  morning 
of  the  twenty-ninth.  The  Indians  had  made  good 
use  of  the  night,  and  got  their  families  and  ponies 
over.  Their  wagons,  to  the  number  of  over  one 
hundred,  and  a  remnant  of  their  plunder,  that  had 
not  been  strewn  along  the  route  of  their  flight,  was 
left  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river.  Themselves 
covered  the  bluffs  on  the  west  side. 

The  Sixth  re^ment,  then  in  the  advance,  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers  through  the  woods  a  mile 
ana  a  half  to  the  river.  As  they  were  starting 
to  return,  a  heavy  voUey,  that  came  from  the 
high  grass  on  the  opposite  bank,  fell  harmless 
about  them  or  short  of  them.  They  stopped  a 
moment  to  return  it,  but  the  distance  was  too 
great  for  effect. 

While  Colonel  Crooks  was  at  the  river,  the  Gen- 
eral sent  an  order  by  Lieutenant  Beever,  aid-de- 
camp. While  returnmg  with  an  answer,  Lieuten- 
ant Beever  mistook  a  trail  that  led  down  the  river, 
where  his  body  was  found  next  day  pierced  by  three 
arrows  and  a  ball.  He  had  also  wounds  from  a 
tomahawk  on  his  head.  His  horse  lay  near  him. 
Two  pools  of  blood,  twenty  paces  from  his  bod^', 
indicated  that  two  of  his  murderers  had  paid 
dearly  for  his  life.  On  the  same  trail  was  found 
the  body  of  private  Nicholas  Miller,  of  Company 
K,  Sixth  regiment,  who  had  made  the  same  mis- 
take in  taking  the  trail  that  Beever  had. 

Two  days  were  passed  in  camp  at  the  mouth 
of  Apple  Creek,  on  the  Missouri,  opposite  Burnt 
Boot  island,  and  then  the  homewsurd  march  was 
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resumed.  The  expedition  had  but  fifteen  days' 
ratioaBy  nine  or  ten  of  which  would  be  consumed 
in  returning  to  Camp  Atchison.  It  would  take 
two  or  three  days  to  cross  the  Missouri,  so  that 
all  the  surplus  would  have  been  consumed  in 
crossing  ana  recrossing  the  river. 

The  animals  were  completely  worn  down.  Over 
tvelve  miles  a  day  could  not  be  made  on  the 
scantv  feed  they  were  getting.  It  would,  there- 
fore, have  been  useless  to  go  farther.  Much  had 
been  accomplished.  Forty-four  bodies  of  war- 
liors  had  been  found— many  more  carried  off 
and  concealed.  The  season's  supplies  of  meat 
and  clothing  material,  and  their  wagons,  de- 
stroyed. The  bowlings  of  the  squaws  that  came 
a<^oss  the  river  told  the  tale  of  their  misery  and 
despair. 

If  General  Sully  shall  arrive  and  take  up  the 
pursuit,  their  destruction  can  be  rendered  com- 
plete. 

The  body  of  Lieutenant  Freeman,  killed  by  the 
Indians,  was  promptly  recovered,  and  buried  at 
Camp  Sibley,  near  the  Big  Mound.  The  scouts 
vho  were  with  Lieutenant  Freeman  and  Mr.  Brack- 
et! did  not  give  themselves  up  to  the  hostile  In- 
dians, but  made  their  way,  minus  horses,  directly 
to  camp.  Lieutenant  Freeman  was  killed  on  the 
east  aide  of  the  hill,  about  the  time  the  battle 
began  on  the  west  side.  The  scouts  gave  the 
same  account  of  the  affair  that  Mr.  Brackett 
did.  Search  was  made  that  evening  for  Mr. 
Brackett,  but  he  could  not  be  tracked  on  the 
dry  prairie. 

The  foUowmg  is  the  official  list  of  the  killed 
and  wounded,  as  reported  by  Medical  Director 
^Hiaiton: 

TU  Killed. 

Surgeon  J.  S.  Weiser,  First  Minnesota  mount- 
ed rangers. 

Private  Gustaf  Stark,  Company  B,  First  Min- 
nesota mounted  rangers. 

Private  Nicholas  Miller,  Company  K,  Sixth 
Minnesota  volunteers. 

The  above  were  killed  in  the  battles  above 
described.    To  these  must  be  added  the  name  of 

Lieutenant  Freeman,  Company  D,  First  Min- 
nesota mounted  rangers,  who  was  killed  in  the 
afiair  from  which  Mr.  Brackett  had  such  a  narrow 
escape. 

Private  John  Murphy,  First  Minnesota  mounted 
rangers,  killed  by  ligntning. 

Wounded, 

Private  John  Piatt,  Company  L,  First  Min- 
nesota-mounted rifles,  wounded  in  right  groin; 
lince  died. 

Private  Andrew  Moore,  Company  B,  mortally 
shot  in  right  side. 

Corporal  William  B.  Hazlep,  Company  B,  in 
right  shoulder  joint ;  recovering. 

Sergeant  James  G.  Gradv,  Company  L,  First 
ICnncsota  mounted  rifles ;  flesh  wound  in  thigh. 

Making  eight  deaths  by  wounds  or  casualties, 
and  two  slightly  wounded. 


GENERAL  SIBLEY'S   ORDER. 

The  following  order  was  read  on  dress  parade 
on  the  evening  of  July  thirty-first: 


Headquarters  District  of  Minnesota, 
Department  or  the  Nortji-west 
Camp  Slaughter,  July  31, 1863 


FA,) 

ST,> 


To  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Expeditionary 
Forces  in  Camp : 

General  Order  No.  51 :  In  the  Field.  — 
It  is  proper  for  the  Brigadier-General  command- 
ing to  announce  to  you  that  the  march  to  the 
west  and  south  is  completed,  and  that  on  to- 
morrow the  column  will  proceed  homeward,  to 
discharge  such  other  duties  connected  with  the 
objects  of  the  expedition,  on  the  way,  as  may  firom 
time  to  time  present  themselves. 

In  making  this  announcement,  General  Sibley 
expresses  also  his  high  gratification  that  the  cam- 
paign has  been  a  complete  success.  The  design 
of  the  government  in  chastening  the  savages,  and 
thereby  preventing  foe  the  future  the  raids  upon 
the  frontier,  has  been  accomplished.  You  have 
routed  the  miscreants  who  murdered  our  people 
last  year,  banded  as  they  were  with  the  powerful 
Upper  Sioux  to  the  number  of  nearly  two  thou- 
sand warriors,  in  three  successful  engagements, 
with  heavy  loss,  and  driven  them  in  confusion 
and  dismay  across  the  Missouri  River,  leaving 
behind  fhem  all  their  vehicles,  provisions  and  skins 
designed  for  clothing,  which  have  been  destroyed. 
Forty-four  bodies  of  warriors  have  been  found, 
and  many  others  concealed  or  taken  away,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  these  savages,  so  that  it  is 
certain  they  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  not  less 
than  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men.  All  this  has  been  accom- 
plished with  the  comparatively  trifling  loss  on 
our  part  of  three  killed  and  as  many  wounded. 
You  have  marched  nearly  six  hundred  miles  from 
St.  Paul,  and  the  powerful  bands  of  the  Dakotahs, 
who  have  hitherto  held  undisputed  possession  of 
the  great  prairies,  have  succumbed  to  jour  valor 
and  discipline,  and  sought  safety  in  flight.  The 
intense  heat  and  drought  have  caused  much  sufier- 
ing,  which  you  have  endured  without  a  murmur. 
The  companies  of  Sixth,  Seventh,  Ninth,  and 
Tenth  regiments  of  Minnesota  volunteers,  and  of 
the  First  regiment  Minnesota  mounted  rangers, 
and  the  scouts  of  the  battery,  have  amply  sus- 
tained the  reputation  of  the  state  by  their  bravery 
and  endurance  amidst  unknown  dangers  and  great 
hardships.  Each  has  had  opportunity  to  distin- 
guish itself  against  a  foe  at  least  equal  in  numbers 
to  itself. 

It  would  be  a  gratification  if  these  remorseless 
savages  could  have  been  pursued  and  literally  ex- 
tirpated, for  their  crimes  and  barbarities  merited 
such  a  full  measure  of  punishment ;  but  men  and 
animals  are  alike  exhausted  after  so  long  a  march, 
and  a  farther  pursuit  would  only  be  futile  and 
hopeless.  The  military  results  of  the  campaign 
have  been  completely  accomplished,  for  the  sav- 
ages have  not  only  been  destroyed  in  great  num- 
bers, and  their  main  strength  broken,  but  their 
prospects  for  the  future  are  hopeless  indeed,  for 
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they  can  scarcely  escape  starration  during  the 
approaching  winter. 

It  is  pecmiarly  gratifying  to  the  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral commanding  to  know  that  the  tremendous 
fatigues  and  manifold  dangers  of  the  expedition 
thus  far  have  entailed  so  small  a  loss  in  his  com- 
mand. A  less  careful  policy  than  that  adopted 
might  have  effected  the  destruction  of  more  oi  the 
enemy,  hut  that  could  only  have  been  done  by  a 
proportional  exposure  on  our  part,  and  the  con- 
sequent loss  of  many  more  lives,  bringing  sorrow 
dnd  mourning  to  our  own  homes.  Let  us  there- 
fore return  thanks  to  a  merciful  God  for  his  man- 
ifest interposition  in  our  favor,  and  for  the  success 
attendant  upon  our  efforts  to  secure  peace  to  the 
borders  of  our  own  state,  and  of  our  neighbors 
and  friends  in  Dakotah  Territory ;  and  as  we  pro- 
ceed on  our  march  towards  those  most  near  and 
dear  to  us,  let  us  be  prepared  to  discharge  other 
duties  which  may  be  imposed  upon  us  during  our 
journey,  with  cheerful  and  willing  hearts. 

To  regimental  and  company  officers  of  the  coip- 
mand,  the  Brigadier-General'commanding  tenders 
his  warmest  thanks  for  their  cooperation  and  aid 
on  every  occasion  during  the  progress  of  the  col- 
umn through  the  heart  of  an  unknown  region, 
inhabited  bv  a  subtle  and  merciless  foe. 

For  the  mends  and  families  of  our  fallen  com- 
rades we  have  our  warmest  sympathies  to  offer  in 
their  bereavement. 

General  Sibley  takes  this  occasion  to  express 
his  appreciation  of  the  activity  and  zeal  displayed 
by  the  members  of  his  staff,  one  and  all. 
By  command  of 

Brigadier-General  Sibley. 


Boc.  22. 


EMPLOYMENT   OF   NEGROES  IN    THE 
SOUTHERN    ARMY. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  { 
Richmond,  Ya.,  March  11, 1864.     ) 

General  Orders,  N.o.  32. 

I.  The  Act  of  Congress  relative  to  the  employ- 
ment of  Free  Negroes  and  Slaves  in  certain  capa- 
cities, and  the  Instructions  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment relative  to  its  Execution,  are  published  for 
the  information  of  those  concerned : 

An  Act  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Army  by 
the  Employment  of  Free  Negroes  and  Slaves 
in  certain  capacities. 

Whereas,  the  efficiency  of  the  armv  is  greatly 
diminished  by  the  withdrawal  from  the  ranks  of 
able-bodied  soldiers  to  act  as  teamsters,  and  in 
various  other  capacities  in  which  free  negroes 
and  slaves  might  be  advantageously  employed; 
Therefore, 

Tlie  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  do  enact,  that  all  male  free  negroes,  and 
other  free  persons  of  color,  not  including  those 
who  are  free  under  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1803,  or 
under  Uie  treaty  of  Spain  of  1819,  resident  in  the 


Confederate  States,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
and  fifty  years,  shall  be  held  liable  to  perform 
such  duties  with  the  army,  or  in  connection  with 
the  military  defences  of  the  country,  in  the  way 
of  work  upon  fortifications,  or  in  government 
works  for  the  production  or  preparation  of  mate- 
rials of  war,  or  in  military  hospitals,  as  the  Sec- 
tary of  War  or  the  commanding  General  of  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department  may,  from  time  to 
time,  prescribe;  and  while  engaged  in  the  per- 
formance of  such  duties  shall  receive  rations  and 
clothing,  and  compensation  at  the  rate  of  eleven 
dollars  a  month,  und^r  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  the  said  Secretary  may  establish:  rrovided, 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  or  the  commanding 
General  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Presiaent,  may  exempt 
from  the  operations  of  this  act  such  free  negroes 
as  the  interests  of  the  country  may  require 
should  be  exempted,  or  such  as  he  may  think 
proper  to  exempt,  on  grounds  of  justice,  equity, 
or  necessity. 

That  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  authorized 
to  employ  for  duties  similar  to  those  indicated  in 
the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  as  many  male 
neero  slaves,  not  to  exceed  twenty  thousand,  as 
in  his  judgment  the  wants  of  the  service  may  re- 
quire, furnishing  them,  while  so  employed,  with 
{)roper  rations  and  clothing,  under  rules  and  regu- 
ations  to  be  established  by  him,  and  papng  to 
the  owners  of  said  slaves  such  wages  as  may  be 
agreed  upon  with  said  owners  for  their  use  and 
service,  and  in  the  event  of  the  loss  of  any  slaves 
while  so  employed,  by  the  act  of  the  enemy,  or 
by  escape  to  the  enemy,  or  by  death  inflicted  by 
the  enemy,  or  bv  disease  contracted  while  in  any 
service  required  of  said  slaves,  then  the  owners 
of  the  same  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  full 
value  of  such  slaves,  to  be  ascertained  by  agreement 
or  by  appraisement,  under  the  law  regulating  im- 
pressments, to  be  paid  under  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  establish. 

That  when  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  be  unable 
to  procure  the  services  of  slaves  in  any  military 
department  in  sufficient  numbers  for  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  department,  upon  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions set  forth  in  the  preceding  section,  then 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  impress  the  services 
of  as  many  male  slaves,  not  to  exceed  twenty 
thousand,  as  may  be  re(^uired,  from  time  to  time, 
to  discharge  the  duties  mdicated  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  according  to  the  laws  regulating 
the  impressment  of  slaves  in  other  cases :  Pro- 
vided, that  slaves  so  impressed  shall,  while  em- 
ployed, receive  the  same  rations  and  clothing,  in 
kind  and  quantity,  as  slaves  regularly  hired  from 
their  owners ;  and  in  the  event  of  their  loss,  shall 
be  paid  for  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the 
same  rules,  established  by  the  said  impressment 
laws :  Provided,  that  if  the  owner  have  but  one 
male  slave  between  the  ases  of  eighteen  and  fiftv, 
he  shall  not  be  impressed  against  the  will  of  said 
owner :  Provided,  further,  that  free  negroes  shall 
be  first  impressed,  apd  if  there  should  be  a  defi- 
ciency, it  shall  be  supplied  by  the  impressment  of 
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ikves  according  to  the  foregoing  provision!: 
Provided,  further,  that  in  making  the  impress- 
ment not  more  than  one  of  every  five  male  slaves 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  shall 
be  taken  from  any  owner,  care  being  taken  to  al- 
bw  in  each  case  a  credit  for  all  slaves  who  may 
have  been  already  impressed  under  this  act,  and 
vho  are  still  in  service,  or  have  died,  or  been  lost 
while  in  service.  And  all  impressments  under 
this  act  shall  be  taken  in  equal  ratio  from  all 
owners  in  the  same  locality,  city,  county,  or  dis- 
trict. 

(Signed,)  Thoscas  S.  Bocock, 

Speaker  Uoase  of  RepreseotatiTes. 

R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Preaident  pro-tem.  of  tbo  Senate. 

Approved,  February  17, 1864. 

(Signed,)  Jefferson  Davis. 

II.  The  Bureau  of  Conscription  will  direct  the 
enrolment  of  all  the  persons  described  in  the 
first  section  of  the  act  aforesaid,  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  who  are  not  unfit  for  the  service 
requtfcd  from  them  by  reason  of  physical  or 
mental  incapacity  or  imbecility,  and  shall  assign 
them  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  mentioned 
ID  the  act,  or  similar  duties  in  any  of  the  military 
bureaus,  or  with  troops  in  the  field,  as  there  may 
be  any  call  for  such  service. 

lU.  Applications  for  an  exemption  on  the 
f^ounds  tnat  the  interests  of  the  country  require 
It,  or  because  it  is  demanded  by  justice,  equity,  or 
necessity,  will  be  made  to  the  enrolling  office  in 
writing,  and  will  be  disposed  of  by  him  according 
to  the  general  directions  contained  in  the  regula- 
tions published  in  Orders  No.  26,  under  the  '*  act 
to  organiie  forces  to  serve  during  the  war.** 

IV.  For  the  execution  of  the  sections  in  the 
foregoing  act,  relative  to  the  employment  and  im- 
pressment of  slaves,  the  provisions  of  Orders  No. 
138,  of  the  twenty-fourth  October,  1863,  will 
sfford  the  requisite  rules  for  the  guidance  of  the 
military  bureaus  and  the  commanding  Generals, 
nith  modifications  hereafter  mentioned.  1st. 
That  slaves  shall  not  be  impressed  when  the  ser- 
vices of  free  negroes  can  be  obtained.  2d. 
Slaves  under  the  age  of  eighteen  and  above  the 
age  of  fifty  are  exempt.  3d.  The  hire  for  slaves 
hnpressed  shall  be  according  to  the  rates  fixed  h} 
the  appraisers  under  the  act  to  regulate  impress- 
ments. 4th.  The  limitation  as  to  the  term  for 
vhich  slaves  shall  be  impressed  for  service  shall 
be  for  twelve  months  instead  of  the  term  fixed  by 
said  orders,  if  the  exigency  shall  require  it. 

V.  All  impressments  for  service  in  the  various 
military  bureaus  under  this  act  shall  be  by  special 
order  upon  application  to  the  War  Department, 
disclosing  the  efforts  that  have  been  maae  to  pro- 
vide other  labor  specified  in  the  act,  the  necessity 
^r  the  impressment,  the  plan  proposed  to  se- 
cure it. 

d.  The  General  commanding  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department  will  superintend  the  execu- 
tion of  the  law  for  that  Department. 

By  order. 

8.  Cooper, 

A4Jataiit  and  Inspeotor-Geaeral. 


Doc.  23. 

SOUTHERN    BARBARITY. 
GENERAL   GARFIELD'S   ORDER. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  { 

MURPRUKSBORO',  April  26, 18^3.     ) 

Circular. 

The  following  statement  of  an  officer  of  high 
rank  and  well  Ttnown  integrity,  captured  at  the 
late  battle  at  Thompson's  Station,  and  now  a  pris- 
oner of  war  in  the  Libby  Prison,  at  Richmond,  is 
published  for  the  information  of  the  army  and  of 
the  American  people. 

It  is  important  that  our  fellow-citizens  at  home, 
and  especially  every  soldier  in  the  army,  should 
know  the  shameless  barbarity  of  the  people  against 
whom  we  are  fighting.  They  have  long  arrogated 
to  themselves  those  high  qualities  of  chivalric 
honor  on  which  they  have  based  an  assumed 
superiority  over  the  people  of  the  loyal  states; 
but  we  in  vain  search  the  history  of  civilized  war- 
fare for  a  parallel  to  the  deeds  of  wanton  cruelty 
they  are  constantly  committing  against  our  sol- 
diers whom  the  rortunes  of  war  place  in  their 
hands. 

The  crime  of  treason  seems  to  be  the  parent  of 
all  others,  for  those  we  once  regarded  as  honor- 
able men,  and  expected  to  meet  as  honorable 
enemies,  do  not  hesitate  to  become  pickpockets, 
robbers,  and  assassins.  In  many  instances  they 
have  robbed  captured  officers  ana  soldiers  of  their 
watches  and  pocket  mohey,  and  even  of  a  part  of 
their  wearing  apparel. 

They  have  brutally  murdered  several  of  our 
soldiers  who  had  surrendered  themselves  prison- 
ers of  war.  They  have  fired  into  passenger  trains 
filled  with  unarmed  men,  women,  and  children. 
They  have  fired  into  a  boat  loaded  with  our  sick 
and  wounded,  with  its  hospital  flag  flying,  and, 
after  having  burned  the  boat  and  carried  off  all 
the  medical  stores,  they  left  the  sick  and  wounded 
to  perish  on  the  shore,  in  a  drenching  rain. 

We  cannot  believe  that  the  justice  of  God  will 
aUow  such  a  people  to  prosper.  Let  every  soldier 
know  that  death  on  the  battle-field  is  preferable 
to  a  surrender  followed  by  such  outrages  as  their 
comrades  have  undergone. 

J.  A.  Garfield, 

Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

From  the  statement  we  make  the  following  ex- 
tracts : 

LiBBT  Prison,  Richmond,  Va.,  ) 
March  30,  1803.        { 

On  the  fourth  of  March,  our  brigade,  being 
parts  of  the  Thirty-third  and  Eighty-fifth  In- 
diana, Twenty-second  Wisconsin,  and  Nineteenth 
Michigan,  numbering  in  all  fifteen  hundred  and 
eighty-nine,  together  vrith  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  and  six  hundred  cavalry  and 
one  battery  of  six  small  guns,  were  ordered  to 
proceed  from  Franklin  to  Spring  Hill,  ten  miles 
south  on  the  Columbia  pike,  and  thirty  miles  from 
Nashville,  Colonel  John  Cobum,  of  the  Thirty- 
third,  in  command.    When  we  were  about  fbur 
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miles  out  we  met  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  sharp 
skirmish,  drove  them  back,  without  loss  on  our 
side.    Their  loss  was  fifteen  killed  and  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  we  started  early, 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  being 
left  in  the  rear  of  our  wagon  train,  which  w^as 
large.  After  marching  about  two  miles,  our  cav- 
alry met  the  enemy's  pickets  and  outposts,  and 
severe  skirmishing  was  kept  up  until  we  came  in 
sight  of  Thompson's  Station,  the  enemy  falling 
back.  When  we  reached  the  point  \^here  the 
railroad  joins  the  pike,  the  enemy  opened  upon 
us  with  a  heavy  batter)'. 

Colonel  Coburn  soon  ordered  one  section  of 
the  battery  to  take  ])osition  on  the  hill,  on  the 
left  of  the  pike,  and  deployed  the  Nineteenth 
Michigan  and  Twcnty-seconcf  Wisconsin  to  sup- 
port it.  The  other  three  guns  took  position  on 
the  hill,  on  the  right,  supported  by  the  Thirty- 
third  and  Eighty-fifth  Indiana.  Colonel  Coburn 
ordered  the  Thirty-third  and  Eighty-fifth  Indiana 
to  make  a  demonstration  on  the  leil  of  the  enemy, 
to  draw  him  out,  if  in  force,  and  if  not,  to  charge 
his  battery. 

Our  skirmishers  soon  started  up  the  enemy, 
and  we  found,  posted  behind  stone  walls,  fences, 
and  brush,  at  ttie  foot  of  the  hill,  two  whole  bYi- 
gades  of  dismounted  cavdlry.  Seeing  it  impossible 
to  advance  farther,  the  two  regiments  lay  down 
and  were  covered  by  the  buildings  and  fences. 

We  were  not  long  here  before  Colonel  Coburn 
ordered  us  back  to  the  hill  from  which  we  started. 
We  started  back,  and  so  soon  as  we  were  un- 
masked from  the  buildings,  two  regiments,  from 
Arkansas  and  Texas,  started  after  us  with  a  yell, 
pursuing  and  firing  on  us  all  the  way  back,  which, 
with  their  batteries  playing  on  us  also,  made  our 
situation  pretty  hot.  Both  of  our  regiments  lost 
several  killed  and  wounded,  going  and  returning, 
and  all  this  time  not  a  shot  had  been  fired  by  us. 
But  as  soon  as  we  reached  the  hill,  we  turned  and 
drove  back  the  enemy  faster  than  they  came,  kill- 
ing Colonel  Earl,  of  Arkansas.  They  again  ral- 
lied and  charged  on  us,  but  were  driven  back.  It 
now  became  evident  that  we  had  encountered  the 
whole  of  Van  Dorn's  'and  Forrest's  forces. 

Colonel  Coburn  now  brought  the  Nineteenth 
and  Twenty-second  on  the  west  side  of  the  pike, 
and  leaving  the  Thirtv'-third  to  protect  the  hill  on 
its  south  face;  the  Tenth  and  Eighty-fifth  were 
formed,  facing  the  enemy  east,  at  right  angles, 
with  the  Twenty-second  in  the  rear  of  the  Ei^ty- 
fifth,  except  three  companies. 

Our  lines  were  hardly  formed,  the  men  lying 
down  behind  the  crest  of  the  hill,  till  Armstrong's 
brigade  charged  from  the  east,  and  the  Texans 
from  the  south,  and  the  fighting  was  terrific  We 
reserved  our  fire  until  they  were  within  thirty 
paces.  Three  times  they  gallantly  charged  up  the 
hill  from  the  east,  and  tnrice  we  forced  them  back. 
But  it  was  evident  to  us  all,  privates  as  well  as 
officers,  that  the  struggle  was  unavailing,  and  it 
was  only  a  question  of  time  as  to  our  defeat 
Our  ammunition  was  nearly  out,  and  Forrest,  hav- 
ing got  between  us  and  Franklin,  was  closing  in  on 
us  from  the  north.    We  formed  a  new  line,  with 


all  four  of  our  regiments  facing  north,  to  meet 
our  new  foe. 

Here  we  met  and  checked  Forrest,  and  held 
him  till  our  last  round  was  fired.  We  then  fixed 
bayonets,  to  charge  and  break  his  lines,  and  try 
to  escape.  But  just  as  we  were  about  to  char^, 
we  discovered  that  Forrest  had  still  another  hne 
in  reserve,  and  a  battery  began  to  open  and  form 
a  new  position ;  that  made  it  hopeless  to  think 
of  escape,  and  so  we  sun'endered.  You  will  ob- 
serve that  none  but  our  brigade  took  part  in  the 
fight.  Of  officers  and  men  twelve  hunored  and  six 
were  taken.  The  rest  were  killed,  wounded,  or 
escaped.  Of  the  number  not  taken  there  were 
probably  four  hundred,  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty  or  two  hundred  escaped ;  fifty  or  sixty  killed 
and  wounded. 

The  enemy  were  all  cavalry  and  mounted  infan- 
try, but  all  fought  on  foot,  every  fourth  man  hold- 
ing four  horses,  and  his  force  consisted  of  six 
bngades,  under  Major-General  Van  Dom,  Brig- 
adier-Generals French,  Armstrong,  Crosby,  Mar- 
tin, and  Jackson.  Infantry  had  no  chance  to  es- 
cape after  the  fight  once  began. 

Prisoners  of  war  I  I  had  supposed  that  soldiers 
taken  in  fair  battle  were  treated  as  gentlemen,  at 
least  as  human  beings ;  but  such  is  not  the  prac- 
tice in  this  cursed  land.  I  will  state  simply  the 
facts.  We  were  taken  in  the  afternoon,  after  four 
hours'  fighting,  and  marched  fourteen  miles  to 
Columbia. 

On  the  way  the  men  had  to  wade  the  creek, 
over  knee  deep,  and  to  ferry  across  Duck  Kiver, 
taking  till  after  midnight  to  reach  the  town,  when 
we  were  crowded  into  the  court-house,  so  thick 
that  we  could  scarcely  lie  down. 

Next  day  it  rained  all  day.  We  were  marched 
out  three  miles  from  town,  nalted,  and  kept  until 
four  o'clock,  having  had  nothing  to  eat  since  day- 
light before  the  fight  —  nearly  thirty-six  hours 
time !  Then  one  and  a  half  pounds  of  meat  was 
issued,  without  bread,  for  Uiree  days'  rations. 
We  were  then  marched  four  milQS  futher,  and 
encamped  for  the  night,  without  tents,  it  raining 
all  nigoL 

Next  day  we  were  again  marched  eighteen 
miles  on  the  road,  had  to  cross  a  creek,  waist 
deep,  on  a  foot-log,  which  was  springy  $  and  as 
the  men  were  slow,  and  some  of  tne  poor  fellows 
^ot  on  their  hands  and  knees  to  keep  from  fall- 
mg.  Confederate  officers  stood  with  stones  in  their 
hands  to  make  them  walk. 

Next  day  we  reached  Shelb3rville,  at  night. 
The  men's  rations  had  given  out  the  second  day, 
and  although  it  was  known  we  were  coming,  our 
men  had  to  stay  in  the  court-house  yard,  it  rain- 
ing all  night.  They  got  nothing  to  eat  until  two 
o'clock  next  afternoon.  Here  let  me  say,  God 
bless  the  ladies  of  Shelby  ville !  They  are  as  good  • 
Union  people  as  ever  lived.  They  have  been  tried 
by  fire  and  blood. 

They  brought  food,  and  words  of  good  cheer 
and  hope.  How  they  do  scorn  those  copperhead 
knaves  of  the  North.  The  fourth  day  they  marched 
us  six  miles,  and  again  we  slept  in  the  open  air, 
with  a  terrific  rain  storm  raging  all  night.    The 
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next  day  be^an  description.  It  rained  all  day. 
We  crossed  one  stream,  waist  deep,  by  wading. 
Some  of  the  men  swam  it.  The  road  was  up  the 
bed  of  a  creek,  and  it  was  from  ankle  to  knee 
deep  more  than  half  the  time.  We  reached  Tul* 
lahoma  late  in  the  evening. 

The  men  had  to  stay  all  night  on  a  piece  of 
pound  three  inches  deep  in  mud,  with  nothing 
bat  green  oak  wood  to  make  iBres,  and  nothing  to 
eat  but  meat,  without  vessels  to  cook  it  in ;  tod 
it  rained  until  midnight.  It  then  turned  cold, 
and  next  morning  Bragg  stripped  us  of  our 
overcoats  and  canteens,  and  shipped  us  on  cars  to 
Chattanooga,  and  we  have  frozen  and  starved  our 
way  here.  The  result  is  that  we  have  lost  more 
men  by  their  treatment  than  by  their  bullets,  and 
a  Xorthem  penitentiary  is  a  palace  in  comparison 
with  this  place. 


Doa  24. 

ATTACK  ON  THE  LITTLE  ADA. 
LIECT.-COMMANDEB  WEAVEB'S  REPOBT, 

Unitkd  States  Steamer  Winoxa,  ) 
Off  Suwaxeb  Biver,  S.  C,  March  25, 1B64.     ) 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  twenty- 
first  instant,  directing  us  to  proceed  off  the  Santee 
River,  and  to  prevent  the  steamer  loading  at 
McClellanville  from  going  to  sea,  and  to  use  such 
efforts  to  capture  said  steamer  as  might  best  meet 
tbat  end  consistent  with  safety,  I  have  to  report 
that  I  left  Charleston  harbor  in  this  vessel,  on  the 
morning  of  the  twenty-third  instant,  and  arrived  off 
the  Santee  at  5.80  P.  M.  of  the  same  day.  After 
making  a  careful  reconnoissance  of  the  north  and 
south  mouths  of  the  Santee,  I  decided  that  there 
must  be  the  deepest  water  in  the  latter,  dnd  an- 
chored this  vessel  as  near  there  as  was  prudent 
At  sunset  I  started  a  boat  expedition  in  command 
of  Acting  Master  £.  U.  Sheffield,  executive  offi- 
cer of  this  vessel,  consisting  of  the  gig,  second  and 
third  cutters,  Acting  Ensign  William  McXendry, 
in  charge  of  one  cutter,  and  Acting  Mastei^s 
Mate  L.  A.  Comthwaite  in  charge  of  the  other. 
Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  W.  J.  Bar- 
rington,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Charles  Little, 
and  twenty-one  of  the  crew.  I  gave  Mr.  Shef- 
field orders  to  proceed  up  the  Santee,  and  if  he 
discovered  the  steamer  Ada  to  either  destroy  her  or 
bring  her  out  At  four  A.  M.,  on  the  twenty-fourth, 
the  expedition  returned,  Mr.  Sheffield  reporting 
that  he  went  twelve  miles  up  the  river,  passed  a  vil- 
lage eleven  miles  upon  the  right  bank,  two  wharves 
and  several  warehouses,  but  saw  no  vessel.  The 
party  was  not  discovered.  At  eleven  A.  M.  com- 
municated with  the  United  States  steamer  Paul 
Jones.  I  learned  from  her  pilot  (a  colored  man, 
and  familiar  with  the  country)  that  McClellan- 
ville is  a  small  village  on  a  salt  water  creek  that 
makes  into  the  sea  just  to  the  northward  of  Cape 
Koman,  about  eight  miles  distant  I  started  for 
the  above-mentioned  creek  at  four  P.  H.,  and  an- 
chored the  Winona  in  sixteen  feet  of  ^ater  near 
there  at  five  o'clock.  I  again  started  the  expedi- 
tion with  the  same  officers  and  men,  having  learned 


that  the  country  on  either  side  of  the  creek,  up  to 
the  village,  was  nothing  but  a  marsh.      I  ordered 
the  officer  in  command  to  so  time  it  as  to  arrive 
there  on  the  commencement  of  the  ebb  tide,  and 
to  reconnoitre  the  first  firm  ground  well  before 
proceeding  farther.    At  six  o'clock  P.  M.  the  ex- 
pedition returned.    Acting  Master  Sheffield  re- 
ports that  in  conseauence  of  the  darkness  of  the 
night  and  the  many  oayous  making  into  the  creek, 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  he  kept  in  it  — 
in  fact,  several  times  he  lost  his  wav.    At  six 
A.  M.  this  morning  he  discovered  the  village  and  a 
steamer  lying  at  anchor  off  the  bank,  it  being  by 
that  time  broad  daylight,  and  being  fearful  that 
he  had  been  discovered,  he  determined  to  attempt 
the  capture  of  the  steamer.    The  boats  got  with- 
in a  few  hundred  yards  before  they  were  perceived 
by  the  enemy.    At  this  time  a  large  number  of 
men  were  seen  rushing  about  the  steamer's  deck, 
and  a  boat  was  lowered  immediately  after.    The 
gig  and  second  cutter  boarded  her  on  the  port 
side,  the  third  cutter  running  across  her  bow,  in- 
tercepting a  boat  which  had  the  captain  in  her, 
and  forcing  him  to  return  on  boara.    The  sur- 
prise was  complete,  and  in  five  minutes  the  captain 
and  crew  were  disarmed  and  below  decks,  with  a 
sentry  at  each  hatch.    There  being  no  indications 
of  a  battery,  Mr.  Barrington  at  once  started  fires  ; 
the  chain  was  hove  short,  but  she  was  so  fastened 
with  stem  moorings  that  the  chain  could  not  be 
slipped,  and  they  proceeded  at  once  to  cut  it 
with  cold  chisels.     Soon  after  a  masked  battery 
of  three  rifle  guns  (supposed  to  be  about  twelve- 
pounders)  opened  on  tne  steamer  at  short  range, 
the  shot  striking  about  amidships,  going  in  one 
side  and  out  of  the  other,  one  shot  penetrating  the 
steam  drum  and  another  the  boilers,  destroying 
tubes,  &C. ;  in  fact,  they  had  the  range  so  per- 
fectly that  their  shot  completely  riddled  her ;  they 
were  evidently  prepared  for  an  attack,  as  they 
had  a  target  placed  ahead  and  one  astern  of  her, 
and  were  determined  to  disable  her  in  case  she 
was  boarded.    At  this  time  it  was  broad  daylight, 
and  as  by  remaining  longer  there  would  have 
been  great  danger   of  having  the  boats  sunk, 
Mr.  Sheffield  had  all  the  arms  passed  into  them, 
and  reluctantly  withdrew,  feeline  assured  that  the 
capture  of  our  small  force  would  have  been  the 
result  had  he  not  done  so.     The  steamer  proved 
to  be  iron,  with  scarcely  any  wood  work  about 
her ;  what  little  there  was  of  an  inflammable  na- 
ture about  the  vessel  was  wet,  as  it  was  raining 
heavily  at  the  time.   In  consideration  of  this,  and 
the  fact  that  there  was  no  cargo  on  board,  it  was 
deemed  best  not  to  attempt  to  fire  her ;  in  fact, 
to  have  remained  five  minutes  longer  would  have 
imperilled  the  lives  of  the  whole  party,  the  ene- 
my's fire  being  so  severe.    The  steamer  is  not  the 
Ada,  as  supposed,  but  the  Little  Ada,  of  Glasgow, 
commanded  by  a  Baltimorean  named   Martin. 
He  remarked  to  our  officers  that  they  had  done 
their  work  well,'  and  asked  only  to  be  treated  as 
a  gentleman  and  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  No  sooner 
did  the  boats  leave,  however,  than  this  same  man 
opened  a  fire  on  them  from  a  small  Whitworth 
gun  which  the  Little  Ada  had  'mounted  on  her 


288 


REBELLION  BECOBD»  1862-M. 


deck,  and  this  fire  was  kept  up  some  time  after 
the  batteries  had  ceased  theirs,  shrapnel  bursting 
near  the  boats  when  they  were  a  long  distance  o£ 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  praise  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  and  men,  with  but  one  excep- 
tion, Charles  M.  Muldoon,  an  ordinary  seaman, 
an  Englishman,  and  a  man  of  no  character,  who 
deserted  to  the  enemy.  Although  there  was  an 
abundance  of  liquor  on  board,  and  it  was  offered 
freely  to  the  men,  not  one  would  take  it,  though 
thev  were  cold. and  wet  at  the  time.  I  was  com- 
pelled by  necessity  to  include  five  colored  men 
in  the  party,  and  they  behaved  admirably  under 
fire. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  recommend  to  the  fa- 
vorable consideration  of  of  the  Navy  Department 
Acting  Master  £.  H.  Sheffield,  Acting  Ensign 
William  McKendry,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate 
L.  A.  Comthwaite.  Acting  Ensign  William  Mc- 
Kendry applied  some  time  since  for  an  appoint- 
ment, ana  i  think  he  has  well  earned  promotion. 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Charles  Little,  and 
Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  W.  J.  Bar- 
rington,  also  deserve  much  credit  for  their  cool- 
ness and  zeaL  I  am.  Sir,  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  Weaveb, 

Lleatensnt-Commuider. 

Com.  Stephkn  C.  Rowan, 

Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-ehlp  New  Ironsides, 
ChsrleBton  Hurbon 


Doa  25. 


SOUTHERN   RECONSTRUCTION. 
OOVEBNOB  T.  H.  WATTS'8   LETTER. 

Statr  of  Georgia,  ) 

quabterhaster  general's  qpfioe,  > 

ATLANTA,  Oa.,  Sept.  19, 1863.     > 

Sib  :  I  herewith  enclose  you  for  publication  a 
letter  from  Hon.  T.  H.  Watts,  governor  elect  of 
Alabama,  which  explains,  in  terms  unmistakable 
and  unequivocal,  his  views  on  that  foul  heresy 
called  **  reconstruction."  Never  were  sentiments 
more  pregnant  with  patriotism  and  devotion  to 
our  atrugglinff  cause  penned.  Every  true  son  of 
the  South  wiu  conclude  the  reading  of  this  letter 
with  spirits  more  buoyant  and  confidence  more 
steadfast.  Nor  wiU  our  noble  women  fail  to  ex- 
claim, *'  Governor  Watts  is  right :  rather  than  be 
subjugated  we  will  march  to  the  field  of  strife  and 
bare  our  bosoms  to  the  bullets  of  the  cruel  invader.'' 

With  such  leaders,  such  soldiers,  and  such 
women,  we  must,  we  shaU  be  free* 

Ira  R.  Foster.* 


govfbdbrate  states  of  america, ) 

Department  op  Justice,  > 

Richmond,  September  12, 1B03.    ) 

Han.  Ira  JS.  Foster,  Q,  M,  Oen,  of  Oa.,  Atlanta, 

Go.: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  to-day  received  your  letter 
of  the  first  instant,  forwarded  to  me  from  Mont- 
gomery, Alabama,  and  hasten  to  reply.     You 

•  This  letter  was  originallf  addressed  to  the  Editor  of 
the  Atlanta  IntelllgODoer. 


say  that  my  name,  since  the  Alabama  election,  has 
been  freely  used  bymanvin  connection  with  '^re- 
construction,** meaning  thereby  that  some  people 
in  Georgia  suppose  I  am  in  favor  of  re-union  with 
the  Yankee  government  of  the  North.  I  am  sur- 
prised and  mor^fied  that  anybody  in  t^e  South 
should  so  interpret  the  Alabama  election.  If 
those  who  claim  my  election  as  indicating  any 
such  feeling  in  Alabama,  had  read  my  letter  of 
twenty-first  March  to  General  Lawler,  and  my 
short  address  to  the  people  of  Alabama,  dated 
eighth  June  last,  they  would  never  have  enter- 
tained such  false  notions. 

It  is  due  to  the  gallant  people  of  my  state  to 
call  attention  to  the  resolutions  of  the  recent 
called  session  of  the  legislature,  passed  iman- 
imously,  pledging  all  the  men  and  resources  of 
the  state  to  prosecute  the  war  until  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Confederate  States  is  fully  estab- 
lished. 

For  myself,  I  will  not  forfeit  my  self-respect  by 
arguing  the  question  of  **  reconstruction.'' 

He  who  is  now,  delibemtely  or  otherwise,  in 
favor  of  "  reconstruction "  with  the  states  under 
Lincoln's  dominion,  is  a  traitor  in  his  heart  to  the 
state  of  his  residence  and  to  the  Confederate 
States,  and  deserves  a  traitor's  doom.  If  I  had 
the  power,  I  would  build  up  a  waU  of  fire  between 
Yankeedom  and  the  Confederate  States,  there 
to  bum,  for  ages,  as  a  monument  of  the  folly, 
wickedness,  ana  vandalism  of  the  puritanic  race ! 
No,  sir !  rather  than  re-unite  with  such  a  people, 
I  would  see  the  Confederate  States  desolated  with 
fire  and  sword. 

When  the  men  of  the  South  shall  become  such 
base  cowards  as  to  wish  for  such  reunion,  let  us 
call  on  the  women  of  the  South  to  march  to  the 
battlefield,  and  in  the  name  of  the  God  of  justice, 
bid  them  fight  under  the  banner  of  the  Southern 
liberty!  The  call  would  not  be  made  in  vain. 
Let  the  patriot  sires,  whose  children  have  bared 
their  breasts  to  Yankee  bullets,  and  welcomed 
glorious  deaths,  in  this  struggle  for  self-govern- 
ment, rebuke  the  foul  spirit  which  even  whispers 
"  reconstruction ! "  Let  the  noble  mothers,  whose 
sons  have  made  sacred  with  their  blood  so  many 
fields  consecrated  to  freedom,  rebuke  the  fell 
heresv !  Let  our  blood-stained  banners,  now  un- 
furled "  to  the  battle  and  the  breeze,'*  rebuke  the 
cowardice  and  cupidity  which  suggest  ^*rccon- 
structionJ*  The  spirit  of  our  heroic  dead  —  the 
martyrs  to  our  sacred  cause  —  rebuke,  a  thousand 
times  rebuke,  "  reconstruction ! " 

We  have  little  cause  -^  for  despondency,  none 
for  despair!  Let  us  nerve  ourselves  afresh  for 
the  contest ;  and  let  us  not  forget  that 

«•  Freedom's  battle,  onoe  began, 
Beqaeatbcd  from  blooding  sire  to  Bon, 
Though  baffled  oA*  ii  ever  won ! " 

If  we  are  true  to  ourselves  ;  true  to  the  mem- 
ories of  the  past ;  true  to  our  homes  and  our  fire- 
sides, and  true  to  our  God,  we  cannot,  we  icill 
not  be  conquered!  In  any  and  in  every  event 
let  us  prefer  death  to  a  life  of  cowardly  shame ! 

Your  obedient  servant, 
T.  H.  Watts. 


IK)CUM£NT& 
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Doa  26. 

ARMY  AND  NAVY  EXPEDITION  UP  THE 
NAN8EM0ND   AND  JAMES  RIVERS. 

REPORT  OF   R£AR-ADHIRAL   LEE. 

Flao-Shtp  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  ( 
Off  Newport  News,  Va,  April  16, 1864.    J 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  in  regard  to  the  part  taken  by  the  navy  in 
the  recent  combined  army  and  navy  expedition  up 
the  James  and  Nansemond  Rivers :  On  the  nintn 
mstant  I  wrote  to  General  Butler,  suggesting  that 
he  send  a  sufficient  force  to  clear  the  country  in 
the  vicinity  of  Smithfield  and  Chuckatuck  of  the 
guerilla  parties  known  to  be  there,  and  to  destroy 
the  boats  which  it  was  supposed  they  had  con- 
cealed. (Cony  enclosed,  No.  1.)  in  reply  to 
this  I  receivea  on  the  tenth  a  letter  from  General 
Butler,  (copy  No.  2,)  which  was  brought  by 
General  Graham,  who  proposed  going  up  the 
creeks  with  his  light  armed  transports,  and  land- 
ing some  troops  in  the  Nansemond.  I  saw  Gen- 
end  Butler  the  same  evening,  and  ur^ed  him  to 
lend  at  once  a  suitable  force  to  come  m  from  the 
rear  and  envelop  the  rebels  so  as  to  effectually 
capture  them  at  Iron  Station,  and  between  the 
Blackwater,  James,  and  Nansemond  Rivers,  and 
to  advise  me  when  he  was  ready  to  begin  this 
movement,  that  I  might  send  a  naval  force  to 
watch  Chuckatuck  and  Pagan  Creeks,  and  prevent 
the  escape  of  the  rebels  by  water.  This  he  prom- 
ised to  ao.  I  suggested  to  him  that  the  plan  of 
attack  brought  by  General  Graham,  of  approach 
in  front  instead  of  in  the  rear,  would  drive  back 
the  rebels,  whereas  they  ought  to  be  captured. 
This  recommendation  I  noped  would  be  adopted, 
but  the  plan  sent  by  General  Graham  was  sub- 
stantially carried  out,  and  the  force  sent  to  the 
rear  was  cavalry,  and  was  kept  too  far  off  for  ef- 
fect On  the  ulernoon  of  the  twelfth  I  received 
from  General  Smith  and  Colonel  Shaffer  (chief  of 
staff  to  General  Butler)  a  memorandum,  of  which 
a  copy  is  enclosed.  On  the  morning  of  the  thir- 
teenth I  issued  orders  to  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  gunboats  I  had  assigned  to  take  part  in  the 
expedition  —  the  Commodore  Morris,  Commodore 
Perrv,  Commodore  Barney,  and  Stepping  Stones 
—-of  which  copies  are  enclosed.  Two  (2)  launches 
with  howitzers  from  this  ship,  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master  Wilder  and  Acting  Ensign  J.  Birtwistle, 
vere  ordered  to  accompany  the  Stepping  Stones. 
The  gunboats  and  launches  accordingly  started 
from  this  point  as  directed,  and  up  to  sunrise  on 
the  morning  of  the  fourteenth  all  was  carried  out 
according  to  their  orders  given.  At  this  time, 
however,  the  intended  cooperations  and  the  infan- 
try force  on  Pagan  Creek  failed  of  being  fully 
carried  out,  owin^  to  the  grounding  of  the  trans- 
ports and  delay  in  landing  the  troops,  and  that 
part  of  the  expedition  designed  to  explore  Pagan 
Creek  did  not  begin  to  ascend  it  until  12.15  P.  M. 
The  launches,  going  ahead  of  the  troops,  were 
fired  on  from  the  shore  bv  a  concealed  force,  and 
Actinff  Master  Wilder,  of  this  ship,  instantly  killed, 
and  H.  Miller,  landsman,  severely  wounded.  As- 
nsunt  Surgeon  William  Longshore's  report  of 


casualties  is  enclosed,  and  the  report  of  Acting 
Master  Campbell  (12)  gives  full  details  of  this 
part  of  the  affair.  The  Commodore  Morris,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  her  commanding 
officer,  Lieutenant  Fyffe,  assisted  the  military 
force,  and  carried  out  my  orders.  The  Commo- 
dore Perry  and  Commodore  Barney  also  did  their 
part  in  cooperating  with  the  troops  in  the  Nanse- 
mond and  Western  Branch.  The  boats  from 
these  vessels  explored  Western  Branch  to  the 
extent  that  the  troops  afforded  cooperation.  The 
expedition  returned  yesterday  afternoon.  It  failed 
in  accomplishing  the  main  objects,  viz.,  the  com- 

Slete  capture  of  the  rebels  in  that  region  ^nd  the 
estruction  of  the  torpedo-boat  which  attacked 
this  ship  on  the  morning  of  the  ninth.  This,  it 
was  ascertained,  had  gone  from  Pagan  Creek  to 
Richmond  on  the  night  of  the  tentii  instant  for 
repairs.  This  country  is  a  very  difficult  one  to 
operate  in,  and  requires  more  time  than  was  avail- 
able for  a  complete  overhauling.  I  give  in  a  sep- 
arate report  information  received  in  relation  to 
this  torpedo-boat.  The  results  accomplished  were 
four  (4^  prisoners,  one  (1)  twelve-pound  howitzer, 
belongmff  to  the  navy,  and  probably  captured  by 
the  rebels  from  the  army  boat  Smith  Briggs,  and 
a  few  wagons  taken  and  brought  off;  a  valuable 
officer  killed,  and  one  man  wounded  on  our  side 
—  the  rebel  loss  unknown.  The  following  en- 
closures accompany  this  report : 

No.  1.  Admiral  Lee  to  General  Butier,  April 
9, 1864. 

No.  2.  To  Admiral  Lee  from  General  Butier, 
April  10, 1864. 

No.  3.  Memorandum  received  from  General 
Butler  and  Colonel  Shaffer,  April  12,  1864. 

No.  4.  Orders  to  Acting  Master  D.  A.  Camp- 
bell, United  States  steamer  Stepping  Stones,^ 
April  13,  1864. 

No.  5.  Orders  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
A.  P.  Foster,  United  States  steamer  Commodore 
Perry,  April  13,  1854. 

No.  6.  Orders  to  Acting  Master  .  James  M. 
Williams,  United  States  steamer  Commodore 
Barney,  April  13,  1864. 

No.  7.  Orders  to  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Fyffe,  United 
States  steamer  Commodore  Morris,  April  13, 1864f 

No.  8.  Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  H. 
Upshur,  commanding  United  States  steamer  Min- 
nesota, (three  enclosures,)  April  16, 1864. 
^  No.  9.  Report  of  Acting  Master  J.  M.  Wil- 
liams, United  States  steamer  Commodore  Barney, 
April  14,  1864. 

No.  10.  Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
A.  P.  Foster,  United  States  steamer  Commodore 
Perry,  April  15,  1864. 

No.  11.  Report  of  Lieutenant  Joseph  P.  Fj'ffe, 
United  States  steamer  Commodore  Morris,  April 
15,  1864. 

No.  12.  Report  of  Acting  Master  D.  A.  Camp- 
bell, United  States  steamer    Stepping  Stones 
Apnl  15,  1864.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  8.  P.  Lee, 

A.  R.  Admiral,  rommuidlng  N.  A.  B.  Sqasdroo 

Hon  Gideon  Welles, 

Seoretarj  of  the  Kavjk 
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LETTEB  TO   GENERAL   BUTLEB. 

Flag-Ship  N.  A.  B.  Squadbon,  I 
Off  Newport  Nkws,  Va.,  April  9, 18(H.     J 

General:  The  yicioity  of  Smithfield  aud 
Chuckatuck  are  known  to  be  invested  by  guerillas, 
who  are  reported  to  have  boats  concealed  up  those 
creeks  and  their  tributaries.  You  are  aware  that 
the  rebels  have  an  organized  system  of  boat  ex- 
peditions all  aloDg  the  coast,  operating  at  one 
time  from  creeks  in  Morton  and  Gloucester  counties 
against  the  Eastern  Shore  counties,  Cape  Charles 
light-house,  &c. ;  at  another  time  against  the  gun- 
boat Underwriter  at  Newbem,  and  now  against  this 
ship  here.  In  all  these  cases  they  hai'bor  in  the 
vicmity  of  their  opefkitions.  This  was  explained 
by  your  prisoner,  Acting  Master  Webb,  of  the 
rebel  na\^',  captured  while  thus  engaged  in  the 
Neck  counties  near  Yorktown,  where,  as  in  the 
vicinity  of  Smithfield,  &c.,«  the  small  creeks  are 
numerous  and  not  accessible  to  our  gunboats.  It 
is  believed  that  the  little  torpedo-boat  which 
struck  this  vessel  last  night,  happily  without  ac- 
complishing its  object,  came  out  of  Pagan  and 
Chuckatuck  Creeks  or  their  tributaries.  I  re- 
spectfully suggest  that  fou  send  at  once  a  sufficient 
force  to  capture  these  rebels  and  destroy  their 
boats  on  the  upper  creeks,  and  to  cooperate  with 
a  naval  force  to  prevent  their  escape  by  the  river, 
which  I  will  send  as  soon  as  you  are  ready. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  General, 

Very  respectfully,  yours. 

S.  P.  Lee, 

A.  R.  Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commandlug  Dep't  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 
LETTER  TO  ADMIRAL  LEB. 

HSADgUARTBRS  £lOHT£KNTH  ARMT  GORPS,  ) 

Department  of  Va.  and  N.  C,  > 
Fortress  Monroe,  April  10, 18(M.     > 

Admibal  :  I  have  your  note  in  relation  to  the 
pirates  of  the  creeks  and  inlets  of  the  James 
Kiver,  and  the  means  of  destroying  them,  and  am 
desirous  of  cooperating  with  you  in  that  object. 
I  have,  therefore,  sent  General  Graham,  who  is 
charged  with  the  duty  of  making  all  such  dis- 
positions as  you  may  iudge  necessary,  after  con- 
ference with  him  for  tne  purpose  indicated. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Benjamin  F.  Butler, 

M(\}or-G€neral,  oommnnding. 

Hear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commandiog  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

MEMORANDUM  FROM  GENERAL  BUTLER. 

Fort  Monroe,  April  12,  18M. 

Admiral  Lee  will  please  have  a  gunboat  at 
Hallo  way's  Point,  on  the  Nansemond,  to-morrow 
evening,  for  the  purpose  of  coloring  the  crossing 
of  an  infantry  force.  The  boat  is  to  remain  until 
advised  to  withdraw.  Place  one  or  more  gun- 
boats some  distance  above  Day's  Point  when  the 
army  gunboat  Brewster  proceeds  to  that  place 
with  her  convoy  to  land  the  infantry  —  the  naval 
vessels  to  remain  there  aiter  the  Brewster  and 
transports  leave,  and  to  continue  there  until  infor- 
mation is  communicated  that  the  object  of  the 


expedition  has  been  effected.  Likewise  to  station 
a  gunboat  near  the  mouth  of  Pagan  Creek  whilst 
the  army  gunboats  of  light  draught  convey  troops 
in  and  out. 

ORDERS   TO   D.   A.   CAMPBELL. 

Flag-Ship  North  Atlantic  Blocr*o  Squadrox,  ) 
Oft  Newport  News,  Virginia,  April  13,  I8<H.     \ 

Sib  :  Proceed  with  the  Stepping  Stones  under 
your  command,  to  the  mouth  of  Pagan  Creek, 
taking  in  tow  the  two  (2)  launches  of  the  Min- 
nesota. You  will  there  be  joined  by  an  army 
transport  with  troops,  which  are  directed  to  land 
at  or  near  Smithfield  at  sunrise  in  the  morning. 
Render  all  the  assistance  in  your  power  in  eflfect- 
in^  and  covering  this  intended  landing,  and  after 
it  IS  effected,  remain  at  that  station  until  you  are 
advised  that  your  services  are  no  longer  needed. 

Guard  closely  the  water  before  and  after  the 
landing  is  effected.  The  object  of  this  expedition 
is  to  cooperate  with  a  detachment  of  our  troops, 
which  will  be  landed  some  distance  above  Day's 
Point,  for  the  purpose  of-  scouring  the  waters 
about  Pagan  Creek,  and  capturing  and  destroying 
any  rebel  torpedo  or  other  boats  which  may  be 
there  secreted. 

In  furtherance  of  this  object,  as  well  as  covering 
the  landing,  the  launches  will  be  employed. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

8.  P.  Lee, 

Acting^  Rear-Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Sqaadron. 

Acting  Master  D.  A.  Campbell, 

United  States  Steamer  Stepping  Stones. 

ORDERS   TO   A.   F.   FOSTER. 

Flag-Ship  Minnesota,  > 
Newport  News,  Virginia,  April  13, 185*.     \ 

Sm :  Proceed  with  the  Commodore  Perry,  un- 
der your  command,  to  the  landing  opposite  Ilal- 
loway's  Point,  on  the  Nansemond  River,  timing 
your  departure  so  as  to  pass  through  the  obstruc- 
tions in  safety,  and  so  as  to  arrive  at  Halloway's 
Point  at  ten  o'clock  P.  M.,  to-night.  It  is  intended 
to  cross  in  pontoon  boats  an  infantry  force  to 
Halloway's  Point  at  eleven  o'clock  P.  M.  Com- 
municate with  the  officer  in  command  of  such 
troops  as  tou  may  find  upon  the  bank  of  the 
Nansemond,  opposite  Halloway's  Point,  and  so 
dispose  of  the  Commodore  Perry  as  will  best 
assist  aud  cover  the  intended  passage  and  landing 
of  the  troops  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  You 
will  remain  in  such  position  until  you  are  advised 
that  your  presence  there  is  no  longer  needed  aud 
you  are  directed  to  withdraw.  The  Commodore 
!rerrj-  is  directed  to  proceed  farther  up  the  Nanse- 
mond to  Western  Branch,  and  you  will  send  with 
her  two  armed  boats  from  the  Perr}%  under  com- 
petent officers,  who  will  be  under  the  orders  of 
Acting  Master  Williams,  commanding  the  Barney. 

Should  the  General  Putman  still  be  in  the 
Nansemond,  you  will  deliver  the  accompanying 
despatch  to  her  commanding  officer. 

BespectfuUy,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  commanding^  N.  A.  B.  Squsdroa 

Acting  Vol.-Lt.  Amos  P.  Foster, 

Commaudlng  United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perry 
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ORDERS  TO  JAMES  WILLIAMS. 


Flag-Ship  North  Atlantic  Block'o  Squadron,  } 
Off  Newport  News,  April  13, 1864.     ) 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Commodore  Barney, 
under  your  command,  up  the  Nansemond  River, 
communicating  with  the  Commodere  Perry,  and 
receiving  from  her  two  armed  boats,  with 
which  you  will  proceed  with  the  Barney  to  the 
mouth  of  Western  Branch.  It  is  expected  that 
a  detachment  from  the  army  will  be  at  Mil- 
nerstown  or  Red  Ferry,  situated  on  the  West 
Branch,  at  about  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow,  (Thurs- 
day morning,)  who  are  to  cooperate  with  you  in 
exploring  and  scouting  the  Western  Branch  for 
the  purpose  of  capturing  or  destropng  any  rebel 
torpedo  or  other  boats  which  may  be  there  se- 
creted. Upon  your  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  the 
creek  you  will  arm  and  eouip  two  boats  &om  the 
Barney,  and,  together  witn  the  two  boats  of  the 
Perry  assigned  to  you,  you  will  carefully  and 
cautiously  ascend  the  Western  Branch,  having 
first  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  strength  of  the 
enemy,  if  any  there,  and  communicate,  if  practi- 
cable, with  the  army  detachment  expected  at 
Milnerstown  or  Red  Ferry  at  eleven  o'clock. 
You  will  take  command  of  this  boat  expedition  in 
person,  and  be  careful  not  unduly  to  expose  your 
men.  Upon  the  return  of  the  boats  to  the  Barney, 
join  the  Commodore  Perry  at  Halloway's  Point, 
and  remain  there  until  your  services,  in  covering 
the  army  operations  at  that  point,  are  no  longer 
needed,  when  you  will  return  and  report  to  me 

here.  Respectfully  yours,  S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admlral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  James  M.  Willums, 

CommtfidJng  17.  S.  Steamer  Commodore  Bamej. 

0BDSB8  TO  LIEUTENANT  FTFPS. 

Flao-Ship  North  Atlantio  Block*o  Squadron,  { 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  13, 1804.    ) 

Sir:  It  is  intended  that  a  force  of  infantry 
will  be  landed  at  daylight,  to-morrow  morning, 
some  distance  above  Day's  Point,  on  the  James 
River.  For  the  purpose  of  assisting  and  cover- 
ing this  landing,  you  will  hold  .yourself  in  readi- 
ness to  proceed  with  the  army  transports^  which  will 
be  collected  at  Newport  News,  at  about  midnight, 
this  evening,  under  cover  of  the  armed  transport 
Brewster,  and  will  accompany  the  expedition  to 
the  point  of  landing.  You  will  direct  that  the 
United  States  steamer  Shokokon,  now  on  advance 
picket  duty,  be  in  readiness  to  join  you  as  you 
proceed  up  the  river,  giving  her  commanding 
officer  notice  of  the  intended  movement  before- 
hand. Upon  the  arrival  at  the  point  of  landing, 
you  will  BO  dispose  of  the  Commodore  Morris  and 
Shokokon  as  to  render  every  assistance  in  cover- 
ing the  landing,  and  after  the  landing  has  been 
efi'ected,  the  naval  vessels  will  remain  in  their 
positions  until  information  is  communicated  that 
the  objects  of  the  expedition  are  effeeted.  Guard 
closely  the  water  during  this  movement  You 
are  cmtrged  with  the  notification  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  vessels  now  lyinff  in  James 
Kiver,  between  Newport  News  and  the  intended 
place  of  landing,  of  the  intended  movement,  so 
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that  the  vessels  enga^d  in  it  maj  pass  safely  and 
quietly  to  their  destination.  It  is  intended  that 
an  infantry  force  shall  land  at  or  near  Smithfield, 
passing  into  Pagan  Creek  to  assist  in  that  move- 
ment; the  Stepping  Stones,  with  two  launches 
from  the  Minnesota,  is  detailed  to  assist  and  cover 
the  landing,  wliich  will  take  ploce  at  sunrise  to- 
mcMTOw.  Bes|)ectfmly  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Bear-Admiral,  commaading  ^«  A.  B,  Squadron. 
Lieutenant  Joseph  P.  Fyffb, 

Commaading  U.  S.  Steamer  Gonunodorc  Morris. 


REPORT  OP  LIEUT.-COMMANDER  UPSHUR. 

United  States  Fua^Ship  MnrassoTA,  { 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  16, 18M.     J 

Sib  :  I  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  AcUng 
Ensign  Birtwistle  and  O'Connor,  of  this  vessel, 
of  the  part  taken  h^  them  and  the  men  under  their 
I  command,  composmg  the  crews  of  the  launches 
in  the  late  expedition  to  Smithfield ;  also  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  Longshaw's  report  of  casualties. 
It  is  with  feelings  of  deep  regret  and  sorrow  that 
I  have  to  report  the  loss  of  Acting  Volunteer- 
Lieutenant  Wilder.  He  was  a  brave,  zealous, 
and  subordinate  officer.  True  to  the  reputation 
he  had  won  among  his  shipmates  for  promptness 
and  gallantry,  he  fell  while  in  the  act  of  firing  a 
shot  at  the  enemy.  I  am,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Upshto, 
Lleiit.-Commander,  eommandlng  U.  S.  Steamer  Minnesota. 

Acting  Rear-Admirai  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

REPORT   OF  ENSIGN  O'CONNOR. 

UmTKD  States  Flao-Ship  Minnesota,  { 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  ift,  18M.    '( 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the 
thirteenUi  of  April,  at  about  seven  p.  m.,  the  first 
and  second  launches  of  this  ship,  with  a  crew  of 
nineteen  and  twenty  men  respectively,  the  second 
launch  being  under  the  charge  of  Acting  Ensign 
James  Birtwistle,  and  both  being  under  the  com- 
mand of  Acting  Master  Charles  B.  Wilder,  left 
this  ship,  and  went  alongside  the  United  States 
steamer  Stepping  Stones,  and  were  fastened 
astern,  while  the  Stepping  Stones  j)roceeded  a 
short  distance  up  the  James  River  and  anchored. 

At  two  A.  H.,  on  the  fourteenth,  the  Stepping 
Stones  proceeded  up  the  James  River  to  the 
mouth  of  Pagan  Creek  with  the  boats  in  tow, 
where  she  anchored,  it  being  yet  dark,  and  seeing 
no  signs  of  the  army  transports.  At  about  5.30 
a.  m.  two  army  boats  came  in  view  coming  down 
the  river,  and  soon  others  came  from  the  same 
direction.  We  lay  there,  waiting  for  them  to 
come  in,  which  thev  seemed  unable  to  do.  At 
about  ten  A.  M.  tho»boats  cast  off  from  the  Step- 
ping Stones  and  anchored,  while  she  proceeded 
out  and  communicated  with  the  transports,  and 
then  piloted  them  into  the  creek,  and  was  the 
pilot  of  the  flotilla  all  of  the  way  to  Smithfield. 
When  the  Stepping  Stones  got  back  into  the 
creek  the  launches  proceeded  up  in  tow  of  the 
army  steamer  Emma ;  she  got  aground  after  pro- 
ceeoing  about  three  miles,  when  the  boats  oast. 
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off  from  her  and  commenced  to  pylX  up.  At 
about  12.15,  noon,  we  arrived  off  Smithfiela,  hav- 
ing up  to  this  time  seen  no  enemies.  The  first 
launcn  proceeded  a  short  distance  beyond  the 
wharf,  to  a  jetty,  where  Mr.  Wilder  sent  me  with 
a  guard  of  four  men  to  bring  down  one  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  tpwn — one  of  whom  we  saw  sit- 
ting in  front  of  a  store.  I  brought  him  to  Mr. 
Wilder,  who  examined  him  closely  concerning  the 
rebels  and  about  the  torpedo  boat  He  stated 
that  there  were  no  troops  in  the  vicinity,  nor  had 
there  been  any  since  the  Smith  Briggs  was  de- 
stroyed ;  but  occasionally  some  of  the  rebel  picket 
came  into  the  town.  He  also  stated  that  the  tor- 
pedo boat  had  beei^  there  twice,  and  had  come 
from  Richmond.  He  told  us  that  the  David  had 
left  the  village  on  last  Sunday  night,  at  ten  o'clock, 
and  had  returned  to  Richmond.  We  then  went 
back  to  the  wharf,  and  Mr.  Wilder  left  the  launch 
and  communicated  with  Acting  Master  Campbell 
and  the  officer  commanding  the  forces  on  shore. 
At  two  p.  M.  Mr.  Wilder  said  to  Mr.  Biftwistle 
that  he  was  going  a  short  distance  up  the  creek, 
and  desired  him  to  follow  at  a  short  distance,  and 
cover  us  in  the  first  launch,  which  he  did  accord- 
ingly. We  then  proceeded  up  the  creek,  and  past 
the  town,  till  we  came  to  the  ruins  of  a  bridge, 
where  we  saw  an  old  negro  sitting;  we  went 
alongside  the  bank,  and  Mr.  Wilder  put  various 
questions  to  him,  and  the  answers  he  gave  cor- 
roborated the  statement  of  the  man  who  was  pre- 
viously examined.  Apprehending  no  danger, 
though  we  ^ere  prepared  for  it,  we  proceeded 
through  the  bridge  and  up  the  creek,  and  were 
followed  at  the  proper  distance  by  the  second 
launch.  When  we  were  about  tmee  hundred 
yards  from  the  bridge  the  enemy  opened  fire  on 
us  from  the  right  bank  of  the  stream,  and  from  a 
thickly  wooded  bluff.  Immediately  we  pointed 
the  boat's  head  for  the  bluff  and  returned  the  fire 
from  the  howitser  and  the  rifles  —  Mr.  Wilder 
going  to  the  howitzer,  and  I  attending  to  the  boat 
and  using  small  arms.  We  had  fired  two  rounds 
at  the  rebels,  and  Mr.  Wilder  had  the  lock  string 
in  his  hand  ready  to  fire,  when,  I  regret  very  much 
to  sav,  he  was  struck  by  a  rifle  ball  in  the  left 
temple  and  instantly  kiUed.  H.  H.  Miller,  one 
of  my  men,  was  also  struck  by  a  rifle  ball  and 
badly  wounded.  I  discharged  the  gun,  and  ^ot 
the  launch  with  her  head  down  stream,  thinking 
it  was  useless  to  endanger  the  lives  of  my  men 
any  longer.  Mr.  Birtwistle  got  a  good  position 
and  ably  supported  me,  and  I  will  now  add  that 
through  the  whole  expedition  my  men  behaved 
well,  and  especially  white  under  fire.  This  morning 
my  boat,  in  company  with  the  second  launch,  cov- 
ered the  army  steamer  Emma  while  she  ascended 
the  creek.  \ye  gave  the  woods  a  vigorous  shelling, 
and  bad  the  satisfaction  of  starting  some  of  the 
enemy  from  the  woods.  The  town  of  Smithfield 
has  a  deserted  appearance,  and  I  saw  no  one  in 
the  town  but  old  men,  women,  and  children. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  A.  O'Connor, 

Aofetag  Ensign  United  SUtee  Nsvy. 

Lieut-Commander  J.  H*  Upshur, 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8teamer  MlnneBOts. 


REPORT  OP  ENSIGN   BIRTVTISTLE. 

United  States  Steam  Frigate  Minnesota,  | 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  25,  \^i,    ) 

SiR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  thir- 
teenth instant,  j)ursuant  to  your  orders,  I  left  the 
ship,  in  charge  of  the  second  launch,  with  Master's 
Mate  J.  M.  Simms,  (20)  twenty  men,  and  heavy 
twelve-pounder  howitzer,  subject  to  the  orders  of 
Acting  Master  Charles  B.  Wilder,  in  command  of 
the  first  launch,  with  Acting  Ensign  Fred  A. 
O'Connor,  (19)  nineteen  men,  and  heavy  twelve- 
pounder  howitzer,  smooth  bore.  Both  launches 
were  taken  in  tow  by  the  Stepping  Stones.  She 
anchored  a  short  distance  up  the  river  until  two 
o'clock  next  morning,  the  rourteenth,  when  she 
got  under  way  and  arrived  off  Smithfield  Creek, 
which  we  entered  at  daylight  and  came  to  anchor 
just  inside,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  aiiny 
steamer  which  steamed  in  towards  us  at  about 
nine  A.  M.,  but  grounded  outside.  The  Stepping 
Stones  went  out  to  pilot  them  in,  while  the 
launches  lav  at  anchor  until  they  came  up,  whea 
we  were  taKcn  in  tow  by  the  army  steamer  Emma 
to  within  about  (3)  three  miles  of  Smithfield,  whea 
we  cast  off  and  took  stations  to  cover  the  advance 
and  landing  of  the  troops,  and  arrived  at  Smith- 
field  at  about  12.30.  Troops  landed,  launches 
advanced,  and  Mr.  Wilder  stationed  me  to  guard 
thfe  main  street  and  back  entrance  to  the  town, 
while  he  commanded  the  main  approaches  to  the 
right  of  the  town ;  and  while  in  this  position  Mr. 
Wilder  interrogated  an  aged  colored  man  who 
was  living  in  a  toll-house  to  a  destroyed  bridge 
near  him  in  reference  to  the  Torpedo,  the  nature 
.of  the  creek,  force  and  vicinity  of  the  rebels,  and 
other  necessary  and  important  questions,  while  I, 
on  the  left,  questioned  an  aged  white  man  in  a 
similar  manner.  Shortly  afterwards  we  compared 
accounts,  and  found  them  to  agre%.  Though  they 
said  the  Torpedo  had  left  there  last  Sunday  even- 
ing, Mr.  Wdder  was  not  satisfied,  nor  any  of 
us;  we  thought  possibly  their  statements  were 
not  true,  or  she  might  have  returned.  Mr.  Wil- 
der having  called  me  to  him,  placed  me  in  com- 
mand of  tne  right  of  the  town,  while  he  went  to 
consult  Acting  Master  Campbell,  commanding  the 
Stepping  Stones.  He  returned,  and  said  he  was 
going  a  little  way  up  the  creek,  and  ordered  me  to 
mllow  him  and  cover  his  advance.  He  proceeded 
through  the  bridge  a  few  hundred  yards,  when  he 
was  fired  on  from  an  ambushed  bluff  by  concealed 
riflemen.  Fortunately  the  second  launch  was  ly- 
ing on  their  oars —  waiting  for  the  first  launch  to 
get  about  (100)  one  hundred  yards  ahead  —  with 
the  gun  manned  and  trained  directly  on  the  blu£ 
I  primed  and  fired  a  percussion  shell  right  in 
their  midst,  and  the  second  voUey  they  fired  waa 
ouite  scattering ;  backed  the  second  launch  and 
nred  rapidly,  each  shell  bursting  beautifully.  The 
first  launch,  on  being  fired  on,  promptly  rounded 
to  and  fired  three  effective  shots  firom  their  ^n, 
and  dischareed  all  their  small  arms,  pulled  from 
under  the  bluff  under  cover  of  the  second  launch, 
and  I  most  sincerely  reeret  to  have  to  say  that 
while  in  close  action  Mr.  Wilder  received  a  shot 
in  the  left  temple  which  killed  him  instantly,  and 
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in  the  very  act  of  pulling  the  lock-string  of  the 
howitzer  to  fire  the  second  shot.  Mr.  O'Connor 
then  fought  and  managed  the  first  launch  gallant- 
ly, brinping  her  out  manfully,  and  his  men  fought 
heroically.  I  ordered  him  to  take  position  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  bridge,  but  he  said  he  had  wound- 
eil  in  his  boat,  so  I  allowed  him  to  proceed  to  the 
Stepping  Stones,  and  the  shots  then-  were  very 
few.  The  Stepping  Stones  at  this  time  chimed  in 
beautifully,  sending  a  number  of  well-directed 
shots  in  various  places  at  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
wliich  greatly  cheered  us,  and  we  heard  no  more 
firing  from  t^  enemy. 

I  am  very  gratified  to  say  that  Mr.  Simms, 
officer  of  the  piece  in  the  second  launch,  was  re- 
markably cool,  and  directed  the  working  of  the 
gun  in  a  most  creditable  and  skilful  manner.  All 
the  men,  both  at  the  gun  and  the  oars,  gave  the 
strictest  attention  to  every  order,  and  I  feel  at  a 
loss  to  commend  any  individual  one.  Therefore, 
biTy  I  commend  to  your  notice  both  officers  and 
men  of  both  launches.  Not  a  shot  was  dodged 
by  any  one,  and  ni^hen  I  headed  the  second  launch 
towards  the  town,  to  get  clear  of  some  bushes  on 
my  starboard  quarter,  the  crew  murmured,  and  to 
hasten  the  move  I  had  to  tell  them  I  was  only 
getting  clear  of  the  bushes  for  a  better  position. 
I  then  lay  a  while  in  easy  range,  and  the  army 
having  possession  of  the  town  and  its  rear,  I  re- 
ported to  Captain  Campbell,  and  lay  astern  of  the 
Stepping  Stones  until  the  next  morning.  At 
about  seven  a.  m.  we  covered  the  advance  of  the 
little  army  steamer  Emma,  with  troops,  up  the 
creek,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  driring  a  num- 
ber of  the  enemy  from  the  same  place.  She  re- 
turned without  the  Torpedo. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  ooedient  servant, 

Jas.  Birtwistle, 

Acting^  Kasign. 
Lieut-Commander  J.  H.  Upshub, 

ConunandlBg  U.  8.  Steam  Frigate  Minnesota. 

REPORT  OF  BURGEON  LON69HAW. 

CjrrrED  Statks  Steam  Frioatb  Minnesota,  ) 
Newport  News,  Va.,  April  45, 1864.     ] 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties 
to  the  detachment  sent  from  this  ship  on  the  thir- 
teenth instant,  under  command  of  Acting  Master  D. 
M.  Campbell,  to  cooperate  with  the  army  in  land- 
ing at  Smithfield,  Va.,  on  the  fourteenth  instant. 
Killed,  Acting  Volunteer-Lieutenant  Charles  B. 
Wilder ;  wounded,  Harmon  H.  Miller,  landsman, 
severely  in  left  shoulder. 

Very  respectfully,  Vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  LONGSHAW  Jb., 
Assistant  Sargeon  U.  S.  N. 

Lieut-Commander  J.  H.  Upshur, 

Commaadlng  U.  S.  Steam  Frigmte  Minneeota. 

REPORT   OF  JAMES    M.  WILLIAMS. 

tTioTBD  States  Steambk  Com^iodore  Perrt,  ) 
Nanskmohd  River,  Va.,  April  14, 1804.     ) 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  thir- 
teenth instant,  I  proceeded  up  the  Nansemond 
Rivec,  and  at  7.46  p.  m.  of  that  day  (thirteenth 
instant)  reported  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 


Commodore  Perry,  (lying  at  first  obstructions  in 
the  river,)  who  fiimished  me  with  two  boats  (crews 
armed)  from  his  vessel.  We  then  proceeded  up 
the  river,  and  at  10.55  P.  M.  anchored  at  Sleepj 
Hole.  I  then  fitted  out  two  armed  boats  from  this 
vessel,  and  with  the  two  from  the  Commodore 
Perry  communicated  with  Colonel  Keys,  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  New  York  volun- 
teers, (at  11.30  P.  M.,)  who  required  our  assistance 
in  transporting  his  troops  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  At  2.30  a.  m.  of  this  day  (fourteenth  April) 
they  commenced  crossing  in  army  launches  and 
boats  on  the  expedition  from  this  vessel,  and  at 
six  A.  M.  the  last  of  them  had  crossed.  I  then  re- 
turned to  this  vessel  immediately,  got  under  way, 
and,  with  two  of  the  Commodore  Perry's  boats  m 
tow,  steamed  to  Western  Branch  and  anchored  at 
the  obstructions;  then,  with  two  boats'  crews, 
armed,  proceeded  about  three  miles  up  the  branch, 
where  I  communicated  with  the  Colonel  of  the 
Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  volunteers,  who  in- 
formed me  that  the  pickets  had  seen  rebel  cavalry 
in  the  morning,  (it  was  noon  when  I  met  the 
Colonel.)  He  also  informed  me  that  they  (the 
rebel  cavalry  and  infantry)  were  reported  to  be 
about  ten  thousand  strong,  and  in  tne  neighbor- 
hood of  Barker's  Cross  Boads.  A  little  farther 
up  the  branch  I  met  a  citizen  (a  farmer)  whom  I 
strictly  questioned  concerning  torpedoes,  boats, 
&c.  He  positively  denied  that  any  such  things 
were  in  that  neighborhood,  but  he  acknowledged 
that  they  might  be  in  Chuckatuck,  as  Lieutenant 
Roy  had  a  force  at  his  headquarters  to  replace  the 
old  one  that  we  had  captured  on  the  twenty-ninth 
March.  After  receiving  from  him  all  the  informa- 
tion that  he  appeared  to  know,  I  returned  to  my 
vessel,  steamed  to  Sleepy  Hole,  where  the  Com- 
modore Perry  was  anchored,  returned  her  boats, 
and  proceeded  down  river  to  flag-ship. 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

James  M.  Williams, 

Acting*  MASter,  commanding*. 

Acting  Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  K.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

BEPOBT.OF   LIEaTBNANT    FOSTER. 

tJNiTED  States  Stbambb  Commodore  Perry,  J 

April  15, 1864.      i 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedi- 
ence to  vour  orders  of  April  thirteenth,  I  proceeded 
up  the  Nansemond  River  to  the  landing  opposite 
Halloway's  Point,  at  which  place  I  arrived  at  9.50 
p.  M.  1  there  found  Colonel  Keys,  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Eighteenth  New  York  volunteers, 
who  told  me  that  he  intended  to  cross  four  hun- 
dred (400)  troops  as  soon  as  his  barges  should 
arrive. 

I  offered  to  render  him  any  assistance  in  my 
power  with  regard  to  crossing  his  troops.  He 
told  me  that  he  would  cross  tne  troops  himself, 
but  desired  me  to  take  such  a  position  as  would 
cover  the  landing  of  his  troops.  This  I  immedi- 
ately did. 

At  1 1 .45  p.  M.  the  Delaware  came  up  with  four 
(4)  launches,  under  the  charge  of  a  Lieutenant  of 
the  naval  brigade.    I  immediately  sent  the  Lieu- 
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tenant  with  the  barges  on  shore  to  report  to 
Colonel  Keys.  I  went  on  shore  myself,  and  ARain 
offered  to  assist  in  crossing  the  troops.  The 
Colonel,  however,  wished  to  cross  them  himself. 
It  was  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  before  all  the 
troops  were  across  the  river.  At  three  o'clock, 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  foarth  instant,  seventy 
(70)  men  returned,  under  charge  of  the  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel of  the  regiment,  and  recrossed. 

At  two  o'clock  this  P.  M.  Acting  Ensign  Arnold 
Hams  arrived  here  in  the  army  gunboat  Brew- 
ster, and  reported  to  me  that  the  remainder  of  the 
troops  under  Colonel  Keys  had  been  taken  to 
Noziolk,  and  would  not  return  to  recross  at 
Nansemond.  I  immediately  got  under  way,  and 
proceeded  to  Newport  News. 
I  am,  Sir,  veiy  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Amos  P.  Fosteb, 

Acting  Volnnteer-IJeatenanti  oommandiug. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 
Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Newport  Ncwb,  Va. 

SEPOBT   OF  LIEUTENANT  FYFFE. 

Unjtsd  Statbs  Stkambb  Morris,  i 
Newport  News,  April  16, 18W.     f 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  orders  of  the  thirteenth  instant,  I 
proceeded  with  this  vessel,  the  Commodore  Jones, 
and  Shokokon,  accompanied  by  the  army  trans- 
ports Brewster  and  John  D.  W.  Pentz,  up  James 
Hiver,  to  a  point  in  Burrell's  Bay,  about  three 
miles  north  of  Point  of  Shoals  light-house,  where, 
arrivins  at  3.30  A.  M.,  of  the  fourteenth,  the  troops 
were  msembarked  &om  the  transports  by  tne 
boats  of  this  vessel,  the  Commodore  Jones,  and 
two  launches,  the  Shokokon  being  sent  on  picket 
about  four  miles  farther  up  the  river.  All  the 
troops,  nearly  four  hundred,  of  the  Twenty-third 
Massachusetts  regiment,  were  landed  by  five  a  m., 
when  the  transports  steamed  down  the  river.  About 
seven  A.  M.  some  musket  firing  was  heard,  which  I 
supposed  to  be  a  small  party  of  skirmishers.  At 
eight  A.  M-  an  officer  (quartermaster)  came  down 
to  the  beach  at  a  point  about  one  and  a  half  mile 
below  where  the  troops  had  landed  and  made  sig- 
nal to  this  vesseL  He  was  accompanied  by  three 
soldiers.  I  went  in  a  boat  to  communicate  with 
him,  but  before  I  got  to  the  beach  he  bad  sent 
two  of  his  men  on,  who  did  not  return,  and  are 
now  supposed  to  be  prisoners.  On  landing,  he 
told  me  tnat  he  hacl  two  wounded  men ;  that  they 
were  in  the  rear  guard  of  the  regiment,  which  was 
but  a  short  distance  off.  I  took  five  men  with  me 
to  help  bring  the  wounded  down,  the  officer  act- 
ing as  guide.  We  proceeded  about  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile  to  where  he  said  the  rear  guard 
ought  to  be,  but  saw  nothing  of  them,  nor  could 
we  find  the  wounded.  We  saw  a  cavalry  picket 
or  escort,  composed  of  about  eight  men,  riding  in 
the  direction  of  Day's  Point.  We  fired  upon 
them,  at  which  they  returned  and  galloped  back, 
and  we  returned  to  our  boats.  I  brought  the  offi- 
cer and  one' man  on  board  this  vessel,  and  soon 
after  I  put  them  on  board  the  Brewster.  At 
12.15  discovesed  soma  soldiers  on  shore,  at  a 


house  just  above  Rock  Wharf,  who  were  signaliz- 
ing to  this  vesseL  I  now  discovered  them  to  be  the 
same  ones  we  had  landed  in  the  morning.  I 
manned  two  boats,  and  went  on  shore  to  see  what 
assistance  was  required.  On  landing,  the  Colonel 
told  me  he  had  four  wounded  men  and  four  pris- 
oners, and  said  he  had  no  way  of  caring  for 
the  wounded,  and  no  way  of  keeping  his  prison- 
ers, and  wished  me  to  receive  them  on  board  this 
vessel  until  they  could  be  properly  cared  for,  which 
I  did.  They  were  all  put  on  board  thie  Ml  Wash- 
ington last  evening)  and  sent  down.  He  had  also 
a  twelve-pound  Dahlgren  howitzer,  which  he 
had  found  in  the  house,  and  which  he  said  he 
should  leave,  as  he  had  no  way  of  taking  it  with 
him.  I  then  took  it  and  brought  it  on  board, 
where  I  still  have  it  It  is  complete,  with  the 
exception  of  sights.  At  ten  P.  M.  last  night  the 
John  D.  W.  Pentz  came  up  after  the  troops,  and 
requested  of  me  some  boats  to  help  reembark 
them,  which  I  seat  They  were  all  got  off  at  3.30 
this  morning,  and  immediately  started  down  the 
river.  I  remained  there  until  I  received  your  or- 
ders to  return  to  this  station,  which  I  reached  at 
seven  o'clock  P.  M. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  P.  Fyffe, 

Lieuteoant,  commanding:. 
Acting  Kear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockadini^  Sqnadron. 

P.  S. — I  omitted  to  mention  that  at  2.30  this 
morning  this  vessel  was  hailed  from  Rock  Wharf. 
I  sent  a  boat,  which  brought  off  a  soldier  of  the 
TwentT-third  Massachusetts,  who  said  he  had  been 
left  behind.    I  shall  send  bun  to  his  regiment 

Joseph  P.  Fyffe, 

Lieutenant,  eommandlng. 

KEPOBT  OF  ACTmO  MASTER  CAMPBELL. 

United  States  Steamer  Steppwo  Stones,) 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  15, 18M.    / 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedi> 
ence  to  your  order  of  the  thirteenth  instant,  I  pro- 
c|eded  with  this  vessel  and  two  laundies  f^om  the 
Minnesota  in  tow,  under  command  of  Acting  Mas- 
ter Charles  B.  WOder,  to  the  mouth  of  ragan 
Creek,  at  sunrise  on  the  fo*urteenth,  to  cooperate 
with  a  detachment  fr6m  the  army ;  but  as  the 
transports  did  not  arrive  until  nine  A.  M.,  and  then 
all  got  aground,  it  was  late  before  we  could  pro- 
ceed. As  soon  as  the  transports  grounded  I  sent 
a  boat  to  know  if  I  could  render  toem  any  assist- 
ance, to  which  the  Captain  replied  they  had  no 
pilot.  When  the  boat  returned,  and  reported  this 
to  me,  I  steamed  down  to  them,  told  Uie  captains 
to  follow  me  as  soon  as  they  could  get  afloat,  and 
I  would  show  them  the  way,  which  they  did,  and 
I  steamed  up  the  creek  to  Smithfield,  arriving  at 
12.15  p.  M.,  followed  by  the  steamers  C.  W. 
Thomas,  John  Tracey,  and  Emma,  and  landed 
the  troops  without  opposition.  The  Stepping 
Stones  taking  position  about  one  hundred  (100) 
yards  below,  and  the  launches  about  fifty  (50) 
yards  above,  the  transports  to  cover  the  landing. 
After  the  troops  were  landed,  I  immediately  re- 
ported to  the  senior  army  officer  present,  and  was 
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rcc  aested  to  remain  until  further  orders,  which  I 
did.  At  two  P.  M.  Acting  Master  Wilder  told 
me  he  would  like  to  go  to  the  upper  end  of  the 
town  with  the  launches,  if  I  had  no  objection ;  I 
replied  that  I  hnd  none,  and  (as  I  suppose)  think- 
ii]-;  ilicre  was  uo  danger,  we  not  havmg  seen  any 
rebels  on  the  way  up,  went  about  two  hundred 
(200)  yards  further  up  the  creek,  where  about  fif- 
teen (16)  of  the  rebel  signal  corps,  which  were 
concealed  in  the  woods  on  the  bank,  opened  on 
the  launches  with  musketry.  Sad  to  relate,  Act- 
ing Master  Wilder,  of  the  Minnesota,  was  instant- 
ly killed,  a  musket  ball  passing  through  the  head, 
and  Harmon  H.  Miller,  (seaman,)  also  from  the 
Minnesota,  was  severelv  wounded.  The  boats 
returned  the  fire  promptly,  as  did  also  this  vessel, 
and  we  very  soon  heara  no  more  from  them.  The 
boats,  after  giving  the  woods  a  pretty  good  shell- 
ing, returned  to  this  vessel.  I  am  satisfied,  from 
the  best  information  I  could  obtain,  that  the  rebel 
torpedo  boat,  which  has  been  hovering  around 
these' waters  for  a  few  days,  left  Smithfield  on 
Sunday  evening  last,  bound  to  Richmond.  It  is 
reported  by  the  inhabitants,  with  several  of  whom, 
both  white  and  black,  I  conversed,  and  their  state- 
ments all  agree,  tAat  the  torpedo  boat  came  to 
Smithfield  on  Saturday  morning,  the  ninth  instant, 
and  left  on  Sunday  evening  for  Richmond  for  re- 
pairs. As  near  as  I  could  ascertain,  she  is  a 
wooden  boat,  about  thirty-five  (35)  fbet  long,  and 
very  narrow,  has  a  propeller  en^ne,  low  pressure, 
is  covered  with  boiler  iron,  makuig  her  shot-proof 
against  musketry,  and  is  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant Davidson,  or  the  rebel  navy.  This  morning, 
at  daylight,  General  Graham  informed  me  that 
my  seryices  were  ho  longer  required  at  Smithfield, 
and  requested  me  to  cover  the  rear  of  his  trans- 
ports while  goine  down  the  creek,  which  I  did, 
and  arrived  at  this  place  at  11.30  a.  m.  The  offi- 
cers and  men  of  this  vessel,  as  well  as  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  Minnesota's  launches,  conducted 
theoiselvee  through  this  expedition  in  the  most 
becoming  manner,  always  ready  and  anxious  to 
do  their  duty.  Pilot  Henrjr  Stevens,  of  the  Min* 
nesota,  deserves  much  credit  in  pooling  this  ves- 
sel, as  well  as  the  transports ;  were  it  not  for  him, 
we  should  not  have  been  able  to  find  the  way  to 
Smithfield  without  much  difficulty. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  A.  Campbell, 

Aetlng  Muter,  commsndfag. 
Actinff  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

CommaadlDf;  North  Atlsntio  Sqoadron. 


Doc.  27. 


DESTRUCTION    OF   COTTON. 
OFFICIAL   OKDEB   AND   DESPATCH. 

RtCHMONp,  Widsy,  Msy  2, 1802. 

To  McQcr-General  M.  Lovdl : 

The  following  despatch  was  sent  to  you  on  the 
twenty-fifth  of  April. 

A.  T.  Bledsoe, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


It  has  been  determined  to  bum  all  the  cotton 
and  tobacco,  whether  foreign  or  our  own,  to  pre* 
vent  it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

You  will  therefore  destroy  it  all,  if  necessary,  to 

prevent  them  from  getting  it    G.  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War. 

C.  S.  OF  AMERICA.  Headquarters  Department  ) 
No.  1,  Camp  moobe,  Lovisiaka,  Hay  3, 1862.    ) 

Omeral  Order  No,  17. — The  enemy,  by  an 
overwhelming  naval  force,  having  succeeded  in 
passing  the  defences  and  gaining  possession  of  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  are  jubuant  in  the  beast, 
that  the  struggle  which  a  gallant  people  are  mak- 
ing from  a  bondage  to  which  deatn  would  be  pref- 
erable, is  rapidly  dosixig  in  disgrace  and  humil- 
iation to  the  South.  They  claim  that  the  great 
Valley  of  the  West  being  opened,  the  remotest 
commercial  interest  of  the  civilized  world  will 
have  cause  to  side  with  them  in  the  iron-handed 
controversy  which  they  are  waging  upon  us,  for 
the  reason  that  cotton  will  now  flow  from  every 
tributary  of  the  Mississippi  to  seek  a  market  un- 
der their  protection  in  the  ports  of  Europe ;  for 
without  tnat  staple  they  know  full  well  that  a 
brief  period  will  put  an  end  to  their  attempt  to 
conquer  the  South.  It  is  with  the  people  to  de- 
cide this  question  for  themselves. 

If  you  are  resolved  to  be  free,  if  you  are  worthy 
of  the  heroic  blood  that  has  come  down  to  you 
through  hallowed  generations,  if  you  have  fixed 
your  undimmed  eye  upon  the  brightness  that 
spreads  out  before  you  and  your  cnildren,  and 
are  determined  to  shake  away  forever  and  ever  all 
political  association  with  the  vandal  horde  that 
now  gather  like  a  pestilence  about  your  fair  coun- 
try ;  now,  my  fellow-dtizens,  is  the  time  to  strike ! 
One  eparHxng,  living  touch  of  fire  in  fnardy  ac- 
tion J  or  one  hour  upon  each  cotton  plantation, 
and  the  eternal  »eal  of  Southern  independence  is 
fired  and  fixed  in  the  great  heart  of  the  world. 

It  needs  no  argument  to  show  that,  with  the 
destruction  of  negro  property,  the  cotton  and 
sugar  lands  of  the  Soutn  would  be  worthless,  and 
that  the  mighty  effort  of  this  abolition  war  is  for 
that  purpose,  is  amply  proved  by  a  thousand  evi- 
dences unnecessary  to  refer  to  m  this  order,  and 
which  are  rapidly  culminating  in  the  various 
schemes  of  the  Federal  Congress  in  reference  to 
the  destruction  of  the  slave-holding  interest  in  all 
the  border  states. 

Your  Major-General  calls,  in  this  hour  of  dan- 
ger, for  one  heroic  effort,  and  he  feels  consciously 
proud  that  he  will  not  call  in  vain.  Let  not  a  sol- 
itary bale  of  cotton  be  left  as  spoil  for  the  inva- 
der, and  all  teill  be  well.  Hy  order  of  Major- 
Oeneral  LoyEix.  J.  O.  Pickett, 

Aeslttant  A4Iiitant-Gc&eml. 


Doo.  28. 

HOW    SMUGGLING  WAS   CARRIED    ON. 

B£POBT   OF   CAPTAIN  DUNHAM. 

Hbadquartebs  Depbwcbs  op  WAsanfOTOV. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  instructions  received  ftom 

Captain  Richard  B.  Irwin,  Acting  Assistant  Ad- 
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jutant-General  to  Major-Oeneral  Banks,  to  viBit 
the  lower  part  of  Maryland  a8  far  as  Leonardtown, 
St  Mary's  county,  and  arrest  all  parties  suspected 
of  smuggling  articles  into  Virginia,^r  of  selKng 
goods  to  individuals  who  purposed  conveying 
them  across  the  Potomac,  also  to  examine  the 
post-offices  at  the  many  village^  in  that  section  of 
country,  I  have -the  honor  to  report  that  I  started 
on  November  first,  1862,  on  the  above  expedition, 
accompanied  by  a  squadron  of  the  First  Ohio  cav- 
alry, numbering  seventy  men,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain N.  D.  Menken ;  reached  the  village  of  Pis- 
cataway  at  three  P.  M. ;  found  nothing  here  to 
excite  my  suspicions,  but  I  learned  from  the  in- 
habitants that  a  large  contraband  trade  was  car- 
ried on  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pamunkey  Land- 
ing, some  ten  mUes  below  Piscataway,  and  that 
drafted  men  and  men  belonging  to  the  rebel  army 
(the  former  to  avoid  serving,  and  the  latter  to 
visit  their  families  in  Maryland)  were  constantly 
crossing  the  Potomac  at  night,  frequently  in 
squads  of  ten  to  twenty. 

Immediately  upon  receipt  of  this  information 
I  started  for  Pamunkey  Landing,  which  is  sit- 
uated on  the  Potomac  Kiver,  near  the  mouth  of 
Pamunkey  River.  Upon  arriving  within  a  mile 
and  a  half  of  the  river,  I  ordered  fifty  men  to  dis- 
mount, and  marched  them  down  to  a  place  called 
Fishtown,  situated  upon  the  Potomac.  Left 
Lieutenant  Hartwell,  Eleventh  infantry,  of  Gen- 
eral Banks's  staff,  at  this  point,  with  a  portion  of 
the  force,  and  took  the  remainder  down  the  river 
about  two  miles,  stationing  men  at  various  inter- 
mediate points.  liemained  here  several  hours, 
but  accomplished  nothing.  At  two  P.  M.  collected 
the  men  and  started  for  camp. 
.  About  two  miles  from  the  river  met  a  wagon 
containing  six  men.  Two  remained  in  the  wagon 
and  four  attempted  to  escape  into  the  woods,  two 
of  whom  were  recaptured.  They  acknowledged 
that  they  were  bound  for  Richmond,  and  were  re- 
turning from  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  cross  the 
river.  They  were  all  armed  but  one,  and  two  of 
the  party  belonged  to  the  rebel  army.  Their 
names  were  as  follows:  Theodore  Dent,  J.  K. 
Bateman,  J.  L  Turner,  B.  Montgomery.  Next 
day  sent  them  under  guard  to  Washington,  ac- 
companied by  a  Dr.  Hardie,  whom  I  arrested 
upon  suspicion  of  harboring  these  men  previous  to 
crossing.  They  are  all  now  comfortably  situated 
at  the  Capitol  Prison.  Arrived  at  Port  Tobacco 
the  evening  of  the  second,  where  we  encamped 
for  the  night.  ])iscovered  nothing  at  this  place 
of  a  suspicious  character. 

The  morning  of  the  third  visited  Captain  Ken- 
yon,  commanding  squadron  of  Scott's  Legion,  at 
Chapel  Point,  about  four  miles  below  Port  Tobac- 
co. His  whole  force  is  stationed  at  this  point, 
and  he  sends  out  parties  into  the  surrounding 
country  only  upon  receiving  information  that 
sometninff  of  a  treasonable  nature  is  going  on. 
He  had  lately  made  several  captures  of  contra- 
band goods,  also  some  prisoners.  Reached  the 
Tillage  of  Chaptico  the  same  day  about  eleven 
P.  M.,  and  arrested  a  Mr.  C.  C.  Spaulding,  mer- 
chant, who  for  some  time  has  been  engaged  in 


violating  the  blockade.  Found  in  his  money 
drawer  letters  implicating  him.  Also  found  in 
his  storehouse  several  boxes  mysteriously  directed 
in  large  letters  to  **  O.  K.,"  of  which  he  could 
give  no  account  whatever. 

At  two  A.  M.,  of  the  fourth  instant,  started  for 
Leonardtown,  fourteen  miles  distant.  On  the 
way  searched  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Maddox,  situate 
on  the  banks  of  the  Wicomico  River.  Discovered 
nothing.  Reached  Leonardtown  about  daylight, 
and  arrested  a  Mr.  £.  Lee  Spaulding,  brother  to  C. 
C.  Spaulding.  Found  in  his  safe  nineteen  hundred 
dollars  in  Southern  money,  taken  in  pa^-ment  for 
bill  of  goods  sold  to  a  party  of  whom  he  knew 
nothing,  not  even  so  far  as  his  name.  He  hod 
made  no  entry  of  this,  nor  of  many  similar  sales, 
upon  the  book,  and  gave  the  man  no  receipt.  lie 
had  packed  the  goods  in  small  bundles,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  purcnaser.  The  only  account  of  the 
sale  he  could  produce  was  a  bill  without  name  or 
date. 

Left  Leonardtown  aftemooii  of  same  day,  with 
Mr.  E.  L.  Spaulding,  and  reached  Chaptico  at 
seven  P.  BL,  where  we  encamped  for  the  night. 
Left  Chaptico  on  the  fifth  with  Mr.  C.  C.  Spaul- 
ding and  E.  Lee  Spaulding,  in  arrest  $  arrived  at 
Pamunkey  Landing  at  seven  P.  M.,  where  we  were 
rejoined  oy  Lieutenant  Hartwell,  whom  I  had 
sent  back  from  Newport  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
third,  in  command  of  twenty  men,  with  orders  to 
make  a  more  thorough  search  of  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Pamunkey ;  also  to  arrest  certain  indi- 
viduals suspected  of  entertaining  parties  who  be- 
longed to  the  opposite  shore.  I  released  them, 
however,  because  of  insufficient  proof  against 
them.  Left  Pamunkey  the  sixth  instant,  at 
eight  A.  M.,  and  arrived  in  Washington  at 
three  p.  M. 

The  cases  of  Mr*  C.  C.  Spaulding  and  Mr.  £. 
Lee  Spaulding  were  investigated  by  General 
Wadsworth.  The  former  was  pronounced  guilty 
of  having  violated  the  blockade,  fined  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  released ;  the  latter  was  pro- 
nounced innocent.  Mr.  0.  C.  Spaulding  paid  the 
fine  with  great  willingness,  and,  I  have  no  doubt, 
considers  it  but  a  small  percentage  upon  the  thou- 
sands he  has  amassed  in  this  illegal  traffic.  This 
contraband  trade  can  be  followed  with  impunity 
anywhere  between  about  four  miles  below  Fort . 
Washington  to  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac.  The 
blockade  cannot  be  effectual,  for  thousands  of 
dollars  worth  of  goods  are  monthly  smuggled 
into  Virginia.    I  would  respectfully  suggest  — 

1.  That  the  force  stationed  at  Chapel  Pointy  oo 
the  Potomac,  numbering  sixty  men,  be  increased 
to  several  hundred,  as  the  number  now  there  is 
wholly  inadequate  to  the  amount  of  labor  to  be 
performed. 

2.  That  this  force  be  so  disposed  as  to  patrol 
the  country  and  river  shore  daily,  from  Fort 
Washington  to  the  river  mouth. 

3.  That  the  commanding  officer  be  required  to 
forward  weekly  reports  of  captures,  &t;.,  to  the 
Military  Governor  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

4.  That  all  beats  found  upon  the  river,  not  in 
government  service,  be  seized  by  the  command- 
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ing  officeri  and  used  only  for  such  purposes  as  he 
may  deem  proper. 

5.  That  the  post  offices  be  inspected  frequent- 
ly; for,  although  I  found  nothing  treasonable 
about  them  in  my  investigation,  sdll  I  have  no 
doubt  that  much  illegal  matter  passes  tiirough 
them. 

From  the  information  I  could  glean  from  vari- 
ous sources  I  am  convinced  that  almost  every 
merchant  in  those  lower  counties  has,  to  some  ex- 
tent, either  been  directly  smuggling  goods  into 
Virginia,  or  has  sold  to  irresponsible  parties* 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  indebted- 
ness to  Lieutenant  C.  Hart  well,  of  General  Banks^s 
staff,  for  many  valuable  suggestions  during  this 
expedition,  as  also  to  Captain  Menken,  command- 
ing squadron  First  Ohio  cavalry,  for  his  prompt- 
ness in  the  execution  of  orders.  Two  days  of  the 
six  we  travelled  fifty  miles  a  day,  because  of  my 
anxiety  to  surprise  certain  parties.  Notwith- 
standing this,  not  a  complaint  was  heard  from  a 
single-  man.  The  material  of  this  squadron  is  ex- 
cellent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

BoBEBT  T.  Dunham, 

Captain  and  A.  D.  G. 

To  C.  McKeever, 

LienteDant  Colonel  and  A.  A.  6. 


Doc.  29. 


OPERATIONS  AGAINST  THE   INDIANS. 

K£PO&T  OF  COLONEL  SIBLET. 

Headquarters  in  Camp,    ) 
Kbar  Fobt  Ridglet,  Beptember  a,  1802. ) 

AdjtUarU'General  Malmros: 

Sir:  I  received  despatches  from  officers  at 
New  ITlm,  Winnebago  Agency,  and  from  Colonel 
Flandreau  at  South  Bend,  last  evening,  represent- 
in;:^  everything  to  be  quiet  in  that  quarter.  On 
the  sixth,  I  despatchea  Captain  McLarty's  com- 
pany, of  the  Seventh  regiment,  to  New  Ulm,  at 
the  earnest  request  of  the  people  there  and  in  the 
vicinity,  who  represented  that  the  settlers  had 
been  seized*  with  a  fresh  panic,  and  would  leave 
unless  more  troops  were  sent. 

With  a  view  to  obtain  some  knowledge  of  the 
condition  of  the  prisoners,  by  inducing  Little 
Crow  to  send  me  some  half-breed  vrith  whom  I 
could  communicate  on  the  subject,  I  left  a  com- 
munication for  him  attached  to  a  stake,  near  the 
spot  where  I  interred  our  men  killed  in  the  at- 
tack upon  Major  Brown's  camp,  couched  in  these 
terms : 

*'  If  Little  Crow  has  any  propositions  to  make 
to  me,  let  him  send  a  half-breed  to  me,  and  he 
shall  be  protected  in  and  out  of  my  camp. 

"  H.  H.  Sibley, 

<*  Colond,  oomniaiidlng  Military  Expedition." 

Last  evening,  a  mule  and  buggy  came  into 
view  from  the  camp.  I  immediately  despatched 
the  officer  of  the  aay  to  escort  the  occupant  or 
occu|)ants  in  safety  to  my  tent,  a  white  flag  hav- 


ing been  conspicuously  displayed  from  the  vehi- 
cle. He  returned,  accompanied  by  Thomas  Rob- 
ertson, son  of  the  late  Superintendent  of  Farming, 
and  teacher  among  the  Sioux,  (one-eighth  blood), 
and  Thomas  Hobinson,  a  half-breed,  son  of  a 
quondam  trader  of  that  name.  They  brought  me 
a  response  to  my  note  to  Little  Crow,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  verbatim  copy : 

'*  Yellow  Medicine,  September  7, 1862. 
"Deab  Sir:  for  what  reason  we  have  com- 
menced this  war,  I  will  tell  you,  it  is  on  account 
of  Major  Galbraith,  we  maae  a  treaty  with  the 
Government,  a  beg  for  what  little  we  do  ^et,  and 
then  can't  get  it  till  our  children  was  diemg  with 
hunger  it  was  with  the  traders  that  commence 
Mr.  A.  J.  Myrick  told  the  Indians  they  could  eat 
grass  or  their  own  dung.  Then  Mr.  Forbes  told 
the  lower  Sioux  that  were  not  men  then  Robert 
he  was  making  with  his  friends  how  to  defraud 
us  of  our  money,  if  the  young  braves  have  push 
the  .white  man  I  have  done  this  myselfl  So  I 
want  you  to  let  the  Goveinar  Ramesy  know  this. 
I  have  great  many  prisneer  women  and  childun  it 
aint  all  our  fault  the  Winnebagoes  was  in  the 
engagement,  two  of  them  was  kified.  I  want  you 
to  give  me  answer  bv  barer  all  at  present. 

<*  Yours  truly  his 

"  Little  +  Ceow, 

"  mark  " 

Addressed  to  **  Governor  H.  H.  Sibley,  Esq., 
Fort  Ridgley." 

I  have  questioned  the  two  men  veir  closely  with 
reference  to  the  prisoners,  their  number  and  condi- 
tion, the  location  of  the  Indian  camp,  the  intention 
of  the  leaders,  and  state  concisely  the  substance  of 
their  replies.  They  say  the  white  women  and  chil- 
dren number  one  hundred  or  more ;  that  no  violence 
has  been  ofl!ered  the  former ;  that  they  are  as  well 
taken  care  of  by  the  farmer  Indians  as  circum- 
stances will  permit;  that  they  are  allowed  full 
liberty  during  the  day,  but  are  quartered  at 
night ;  that  only  one  half-breed,  L.  Labathe,  was 
killed,  and  he  would  not  have  been  had  he  not 
resisted.  The  other  half-breeds  are  kept  as  pris- 
oners, although  unguarded.  It  is  ^announced  to 
them  that,  if  they  attempt  to  'escape,  they  and 
their  families  will  be  killea.  They  have,  in  many 
instances,  been  forced  to  participate  in  the  fiffhts 
that  have  occurred,  under  penalty  of  being  kiUed. 

They  say  many  of  the  Sioux,  indeed  ml  of  the 
lower  bands,  were  in  favor  of  giving  up  the  white 

Erisoners,  but  the  upper  Indians  object,  which 
rough t  on  a  general  wrangle  between  them. 
To-day  I  send  back  the  bearer  of  the  truce  flag, 
with  a  note  in  these  words : 

"Little  Crow:  You  have  murdered  many 
of  our  people  without  any  sufficient  cause.  Re- 
turn me  the  prisoners  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  I 
will  talk  to  you  like  a  man. 

"  H.  H.  Sibley, 

**  Colonel,  oomnumdlng  MlUtary  Expedition." 

I  am  very  anxious  to  secure  the  safety  of  the 
many  prisoners  before  attacking  the  camp,  as 
they  wUl  doubtless  be  placed  in  the  most  exposed 
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situations.  The  number  of  fighting  men  in  the 
lower  bands  is  five  hundred  and  seventeen,  ao- 
cording  to  actual  enumeration;  of  Wahpetons, 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and  that  they  have 
been  reenforced  by  six  hundred  men  from  the 
Yankton  and  Sissiton  bands,  and  that  the  Ehank- 
tons,  or  Cut  Heads,  will  be  down  as  soon  as  they 
arrive  from  their  hunt. 

We  have,  therefore,  to  meet,  according  to  Mr. 
Riggs,  and  other  competent  authority,  twenty- 
seven  hundred  or  twenty-eight  hundred  men,  and 
I  liave,  from  the  beginning,  believed  and  acted 
from  the  conviction,  that  the  lower  bands  would 
not  attempt  to  escape,  but  would  make  a  deter- 
mined stand.  Their  main  camp  is^  at  Yellow 
Medicine,  and  it  is  said  by  the  Robinsons,  that 
the  upper  Sioux  have  refused  to  allow  them  to  go 
to  their  country,  but  tell  them  they  must  fight 
where  they  are. 

From  what  I  can  gather,  I  am  satisfied  that 
they  will  make  a  desperate  fight,  and  that  we 
must  expect  night  attacks,  ambuscades,  and  •  ev- 
ery species  of  annoyance  in  our  advance.  In 
view  of  the  great  importance  of  the  results  of  the 
movements  of  this  column,  and  the  fact  that  I 
am  without  any  disposable  force  of  mounted  men, 
(there  are  not  more  than  sixty  or  seventy  left,)  I 
must  urge  the  absolute  necessity  of  having  cav- 
alrv,  fully  armed  and  equipped,  to  the  number  of 
at  least  one  regiment,  ana  the  infantry  force  in- 
creased to  two  thousand  men.  This  expedition, 
if  properly  supplied  with  men  and  materials,  can 
crush  this  emeute  at  a  blow,  and  wipe  out  the 
murderers,  but  should  it  meet  with  a  repulse,  or 
take  the  field  against  a  vigilant  and  desperate 
enemy,  without  sufficient  support,  no  one  can 
foresee  the  horrible  results. 

The  scouts,  as  well  as  the  bearers  of  the  flag 
of  truce,  assert  that  all  outlying  parties  have  been 
called  in,  in  view  of  the  menacing  position  of  this 
corps,  and  the  latter  further  state  that  the  party 
that  attacked  Major  Brown's  camp  consisted  of 
three  hundred  and  nineteen  men,  who  left  the 
Yellow  Medicine  with  the  intention  of  separating 
into  two  columns  at  this  point,  and  simultane- 
ously attacking  St.  Peter  and  Mankato,  and  they 
had  no  idea  of  the  force  which  met  and  repulsed 
them  in  the  neigh^borhood. 

I  hope  the  Tnird  regiment  will  be  ordered  to 
join  th)8  column  at  once,  and  that  men,  and  car- 
tridges, and  rations,  and  clothing  will  be  passed 
forward  with  all  expedition.  Let  us  exterminate 
these  vermin  while  we  have  them  together.  I 
will  report  to  you  in  my  next  the  amount  and 
description  of  ammunition  on  hand,  and  what  is 
still  wanted.  In  accordance  with  your  sugges- 
tion, I  have  sent  to  New  Ulm  eighty-three  mus- 
kets, of  different  kinds,  and  twenty-eight  hundred 
cartridges,  which  have  been  turned  over  to  the 
shcrifi'  of  the  county  for  arming  the  settlers. 

I  learn  from  Colonel  Flandreau  that  he  would 
leave  for  St.  Paul  to  hurry  up  reenforcements 
and  supplies  for  the  south  side  of  the  river. 
While  I  concur  in  his  report  of  the  necessity  of 
adding  to  his  strength,  I  hope  you  will  not  forget 
that,  in  all  probabifity,  this  corps  must  meet  the 


main  attack,  and  that  the  Third  regiment,  bein^ 
disciplined,  is  indispensable  as  a  nucleus  and  an 
example  to  the  entirely  raw  officers  and  mv'\ 
comprising  the  Iflffge  minority  of  the  Sixth  and 
Seventh  regiments. 

Veiy  xespeotfoUj,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Sibley, 


Boa  80. 

G^^^ERAL  BEAUREGARiyS  OFFICIAL 

REPORT 

OF  THB   EVACUATION    OF  COBIlfTH,   AND 

SETKEAT   TO   TUPELO,  MISSISSIPPI. 

HBAOQaAfiTBBS  WBSTBRN  DRPARTMniT,  I 

TVFBbO,  Hub.,  Jwm  13,  aSG2.     S 

General:  In  relation  to  the  recent  military 
operations  in  this  Quarter,  I  have  to  submit  the 
following  for  the  inrormation  of  the  War  Depart* 
ment: 

The  purposeA  and  ends  for  which  I  had  held 
and  occupied  Corinth  having  been  mainly  accom- 
plished by  the  las4  of  May,  and  by  the  twentv- 
fifth  of  that  month  having  ascertained  definitely 
that  the  enemy  had  received  large  accessions  to 
his  already  superior  force,  whilst  ours  had  beea 
reduced  day  by  day  by  disease,  resulting  from  bad 
water  and  inferior  food,  I  fislt  it  clearly  my  duty 
to  evacuate  that  position  without  delay.  I  was 
further  induced  to  this  step  by  the  fact  that  the 
enemy  had  declined  my  o&r  of  battle,  twice  made 
him,  outside  of  my  intrenched  lines,  and  sedulous- 
ly avoided  the  separation  of  his^  corps,  which  he 
advanced  with  uncommon  caution,  under  cover 
of  heavy  guns,  strong  intrenchments,  constructed 
with  unusual  labor,  and  with  singular  delay,  con- 
sidering his  strengthi  and  our  relative  inferiority 
in  numbers. 

The  transparent  object  of  the  Federal  com- 
mander had  been  to  cut  off  my  resources  by  de- 
stroying the  Mobile  and  Ohio,  and  the  Memphis 
and  CSiarleston  railroads.  This  was  substantially 
foiled  by  the  evacuation  and  withdrawal  along  the 
line  of  the  former  road ;  and,  if  followed  by  the 
enemy,  remote  from  his  base,  I  confidently  antici- 
pated opportunity  for  resumption  of  the  o&nsive» 
with  chances  for  signal  success. 

Under  these  plam  conditions,  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  ult,  I  issued  verbally  several  orders,  copies 
of  which  are  herewith,  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  par- 
tially modified  subsequentlyt  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  papers,  &c.,  herewith,  marked  D,  £,  F,  and 
O.  These  orders  were  executed,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  with  singular  precision,  as  will  be  found  fuUy 
admitted  in  the  correspondence,  from  the  scene, 
of  the  Chicago  **  Tribune,"  herewith  transmitted. 

At  the  time  finally  prescribed,  the  movement 
commenced,  and  was  accomplished  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  enemy,  who  onlv  began  to  sus- 
pect the  evacuation  after  broad  daylight  on  the 
morning  of  the  thirtieth  May,  when,  having  open- 
ed on  our  hnes  from  his  formidable  batteries  of 
heavy  and  long  ranse  guns,  erected  the  night 
I  previously,  he  received  no  answer  from  any  direc- 
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tioti.  Bat  80  oar  caTalry  pickets  still  maiotained 
their  positions  of  the  preTious  day,  he  was  not, 
apparently,  fully  satisfiea  of  our  movementSi  until 
some  stores,  of  btde  vahiei  in  the  town  were  burned, 
which  could  not  be  removed. 

It  was  then,  to  his  surprise,  the  enemy  became 
satisfied  that  a  large  army,  approached  and  in- 
Tested  with  such  extraordonaiT  preparations,  ex- 
pense, labor,  and  timidity,  haa  oisappeared  from 
nis  front,  with  all  its  munitions  and  heavy  guns, 
leaving  him  without  knowled^,  as  I  am  assured, 
whither  it  had  gone ;  for  his  scouts  were  scattered 
in  all  directions,  as  I  have  since  ascertained,  to 
inquire  what  directions  our  forces  had  taken.  Even 
now,  indeed,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  the  Federal 
commander  has  little  knowledge  of  the  position 
and  disposition  of  ray  mam  forces. 

But  lor  the  unfortunate  and  needless  delay,  on 
the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  of  some  five 
trains  of  box  cars,  (three  miscellaneously  freighted, 
and  two  empty,)  in  passing  beyond  the  bridges 
over  the  Uatcnie  River  and  its  branches,  which  in 
the  plan  of  evacuation  had  been'  directed  to  be 
destroyed,  at  a  certain  hour,  on  the  mominff  of 
the  thirtieth  ultimo,  not  an  incident  would  have 
marred,  in  the  least,  the  success  of  the  evacuation, 
in  the  face  of  a  force  so  lar^ly  snperior.  It  was, 
however,  through  a  too  rigid  execution  of  orders 
that  these  bri^^  were  burned,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  destroy  the  trains,  as  finr  as  practicable, 
and  burn  the  stores,  including  some  valuable  sub^ 
sistence,  to  what  extent  wiu  be  more  precisely 
reported  at  soon  as  practicable. 

The  troops  moved  off  in  good  spirits  and  order, 
prepared  to  give  battle,  if  pursoed,  but  no  serious 
pursuit  was  attempted.  Remaining  in  rear  of  the 
Tuscumbia  and  its  affluents,  some  six  miles  from 
Corinth,  long  enough  to  oollect  stragglers  incident 
to  new  levies,  my  main  forces  resomcm  the  march, 
and  were  concentrated  on  Baldwin,  with  rear 
guards  left  to  hold  the  bridges  across  the  Tuscum- 
bia and  tributaries,  which  were  not  drawn  bai^ 
until  the  evening  of  the  second  instant 

Whilst  at  Riensi,  half  way  to  Baldwin,  I  was 
informed  that  on  the  morning  of  the  Uiirtieth  ult 
a  detachment  of  the  enemy's^  cavalry  had  pene- 
trated to  Booneville,  eight  miles  south  of  Riensi, 
and  had  captsred  and  mimed  a  railroad  train  of 
ammunition,  baggage,  and  subsistence,  delayed 
there  forty-eight  hours  by  some  mismanagement 
I  regret  to  add  that  the  enemy  also  burned  the 
railroad  depot,  in  which  were,  at  the  moment,  a 
number  of  dead  bodies,  and  at  least  four  sick 
soldiers  of  this  army,  who  wore  consumed ;  an  act 
of  barbarism  scaxeeiy  credible,  and  without  a  pre- 
cedent, to  my  knowledge,  in  civilized  warfare. 

Upon  the  opportune  appearance  in  a  short  time, 
however,  of  an  intoior  force  of  cavalry,  the  enemy 
left  in  great  haste  and  oonfiasion,  after  having  re- 
ceived one  volley.  Only  one  of  our  men  was 
carried  away  by  him.  C^ite  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  stragglers,  and  of  our  sick  and  convales- 
cent, en  route  to  Southern  hospitals,  who  for  a  few 
moments  bad  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands,  were 
rescued.  These  are  the  two  thousand  men,  un- 
truthfully reported  by  Generals  Pope  and  Halleck 


to  their  War  Department,  as  <*captared  and 
paroled  "  on  that  occasion. 

I  desire  to  record  that  one  Colonel  Elliott,  of 
the  Federal  army,  commanded  in  this  raid,  and  is 
responsible  for  the  cruel  death  of  our  sick. 

As  for  the  ten  thousand  stand  of  small  arms, 
also  reported  by  these  officers  as  destroyed,  the 
truth  is,  that  not  to  exceed  one  thousand  five 
hundred,  mostly  inferior  muskets,  were  lost  on 
that  occasion. 

I  had  intimations  of  this  expedition  the  d(^y 
before  the  evacuation,  and  had  detached  imme- 
diately suitable  commands  of  infantry  and  cavalry 
to  foil  its  purposes,  and  to  protect  the  bridges  on 
the  line  or  my  march.    Unfortunately  the  infantry 

gassed  through  and  south  of  Booneville  but  a 
ttle  while  before  the  enemy  made  his  descent ; 
the  cavalry,  as  before  said,  reached  there  in  time 
only  to  rescue  our  men  who  had  been  captured. 

Equally  inaccurate,  reckless,  and  unworthy  are 
the  statements  of  these  Federal  commanders,  in 
their  several  official  reports  by  telegraph,  bearing 
dates  of  the  thirtieth  and  thirty-first  of  May,  and 
of  first,  second,  and  fourth  of  June,  as  published 
in  Cincinnati  and  Chicago  journals,  touching  the 
amount  of  property  and  stores  destroyed  by  us  at 
Corinth,  and  General  Pope's  alleged  pressing 
pursuit 

Major-Generai  HalledL's  despatch  of  fourth 
June  may  particularly  be  characterized  as  dis- 
gracefully untrue ;  possibly,  however,  he  was  duped 
by  his  subordinate.  Nothing,  for  example,  can 
be  wider  from  the  truth  than  that  ten  thousand 
men  and  fifteen  thousand  small  arms  of  this 
army  were  captured  or  lost  In  addition  to  those 
destroyed  at  Booneville,  some  five  hundred  infe- 
rior small  arms  were  accidentally  left  bj^convales- 
oents  in  a  camp  four  miles  south  of  Corinth. 

No  artillery  of  any  description  was  lost ;  no 
clothing.  No  tents  worth  removal  were  left 
standing.  In  fine,  the  letters  of  newspaper  cor- 
respondents, enclosed,  give  a  correct  statement, 
botn  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  retreat,  the  scanty 
spoils  of  war  left  behind,  the  actual  barrenness 
of  substantial  results  to  the  enemy,  and  exhibit 
his  doubt,  perplexity,  and  ignorance  concerning 
the  movements  of  this  anny. 

Baldwin  was  found  to  oner  no  advantages  of  a 
defensive  character,  and  being  badly  provided  with 
water,  I  determined  to  fall  back  upon  this  point, 
some  twenty  miles  south,  fifty-two  miles  from 
Corinth,  and  here  to  await  the  developments  of 
the  enemy's  plans  and  movements. 

Accordingly,  leaving  Baldwin  on  the  seventh, 
(see  papers  appended,  marked  H,)  the  main  body 
of  my  forces  was  assembled  here  on  the  ninth 
instant  leaving  aU  the  approaches  from  Corinth 
carefully  guarded  by  a  competent  force  of  cavalry 
under  an  efficient  officer,  who  occupied  a  line 
fifteen  miles  north  of  this  place. 

Supported  by  my  general  officers,  I  am  doing 
all  practicable  to  organise  for  defensive  opera- 
tions, whensoever  any  movement  of  the  enemy 
may  give  the  opportunity,  which  I  anticipate  as 
not  remote. 

I  feel  authorized  to  say,  by  the  evacuation,  the 
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Elan  of  campaign  of  the  enemy  was  utterly  foiled, 
is  delay  of  seven  weeks,  and  vast  expenditures, 
were  of  little  value,  and  he  has  reached  Corinth 
to  find  it  a  barren  locality,  which  he  must  abandon 
as  wholly  worthless  for  his  purposes. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  Beauregabd, 

OeneraU  oommttidliig. 

To  General  Samuel  Cooper, 

At^Qtant-General  and  Inapcctor-Genenl,  C.  S.  A., 
•  Richmond,  Va. 

P.  S.  —  My  effective  force  on  the  morning  of 
the  evacuation,  thirtieth  May,  1862,  did  not  ex- 
ceed forty-seven  thousand  men  of  all  arms ;  that 
of  the  enemy,  obtained  from  the  best  source  of 
information,  could  not  have  been  less  than  ninety 
thousand  men  of  all  arms. 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Genersl,  oomiBMiding. 
(A.)    Strictly  CoBfidenttaL 

HSADQtTAKTERS  CAVALRT,  W.  D.,  > 

CoiUNTH,  MISS.,  May  26, 186^     ) 
Special  Orders^  No,  30. 

I.  Captain  Mauldin,  commanding  company 
cavalry  at  Bear  Creek  bridge,  will  hold  his  com- 
mand in  readiness  to  move  at  a  mementos  notice 
towards  Baldwin  or  Guntown  on  the  M.  and  O. 
H.  R.  He  will,  when  orders  to  remove  are  re- 
ceived, thoroughly  destroy  all  bridges,  both  of 
railroads  and  ordinary  roads,  on  Bear  Creek  and 
its  tributaries,  and  all  bridges  on  his  line  of  march. 
Should  the  enemy  force  him  to  fall  back,  before 
orders  to  do  so  have  been  received,  he  will  bum 
all  bridges  as  above  instructed. 

II.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  cavalry  on 
and  near  the  Tennessee  River,  will,  if  compelled 
by  the  enemy  to  fall  bock,  move  in  the  direction 
of  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  or  Columbus,  Mississippi. 

II.  The  commanding  officer  of  cavalry,  at  or 
near  Rienzi,  will  follow  the  movements  of  the 
army  when  they  pass  Rienzi,  with  his  entire  force. 

IV.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  cavalry 
forces  at  or  near  Jacinto  will  report  at  once,  in 
person  to  General  Van  Dorn,  for  orders,  and  will, 
until  further  orders,  receive  all  of  his  orders  from 
General  Van  Dorn. 

V.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  at 
Chewalla  and  Cypress  will  hold  their  commands 
in  readiness  to  move  on  short  notice,  by  the  most 
direct  route,  to  Kossuth.  When  commencing 
this  movement,  they  will  thoroughly  destroy  the 
Cypress  bridge,  and  all  the  railroad  and  mud  road 
bridges  in  their  rear,  and  all  bridges  that  might 
be  of  service  to  the  enemy ;  they  will  take  their 
artillery  with  them,  and  on  reaching  Kossuth, 
will  follow  up  the  general  movement  of  the  army 
and  protect  its  rear. 

YI.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  cavalry  at 
Pocahontas  will  hold  his  command  in  readiness 
to  move  on  short  notice  to  Ripley.  On  com- 
mencing the  move,  he  will  destroy  all  the  railroad 
and  mud  road  bridges  in  his  rear,  and  all  other 
bridp'"-  **"•*  — 'be  of  service  to  the  enemy  will 
br  'i  will  take  all  of  his  arullery 


with  him,  and  move  from  Ripley  to  Pontottx^  and 
will  protect  the  rear  of  the  forces  moving  in  that 
direction. 

When  at  Ripley,  he  will  communicate  with 
general  headouarters  at  Baldwin,  for  orders. 

By  order  ot  Brigadier-General  W.  N.  R.  Bkall. 

Beall  Hampsteaih 

Captain,  and  Aaaiatant  Adjutant  General. 

(B.)     1I£M0RANDUH   OF  ORDERS. 

Headqcartbrs  Westbrit  Dbpartmkxt,  ) 
COBUfTH,  Miss.,  Uay  27,  1862.     ) 

The  following  memorandum  is  fuminhed  to 
General  Bragg,  for  the  intended  movement  of 
his  army  from  this  plaoe  to  Baldwin,  at  the  time 
hereinafter  indicated : 

1.  Hardee's  corps  will  move  on  the  direct  road 
from  his  position  to  Danville,  by  Clebum'a  camp, 
which  lies  on  the  east  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
Raifaroad,  part  of  the  way,  thence  to  Rienzi  and  to 
Baldwin. 

2.  Bragg's  corps,  via  the  turnpike  to  Kossuth, 
until  it  reaches  the  south  side  of  the  Tusoumbis, 
thence  by  the  Rienzi  and  Blaidi  Land  road  to 
CarrollsviUe  and  Baldwin. 

3.  Breckinridge's  corps,  (<nr  reserve,)  via  the 
turnpike  to  Kossuth,  thence  to  Black  Land,  Gu*- 
rollsville,  and  Baldwin. 

4.  Polk's  corps,  via  the  tummke  to  Kossuth, 
thence  by  the  Western  road  to  JBlaek  Land,  Car- 
rollsviUe, and  Baldwin. 

6.  The  baggage  train  of  these  ooips  roust  leave 
their  position  at  twelve  H.,  piecuely,  on  the 
twenty-eighth  instant,  and  stop  for  the  night  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Tuscumbia,  on  the  best 
available  ground.  The  provision  trains  will  fol- 
low the  baggage  trains. 

6.  The  ammunition  and  ambulance  trains  must 
be  parked  at  the  most  convenient  point  to  their 
brifi^ades,  and  moved  in  rear  of  the  provision 
trains  to  the  south  side  of  the  Tuacumbm,  where 
they  will  await  further  orders.  All  of  these  trains 
are  to  be  accompanied  by  one  pioneer  company 
and  two  infantry  compames,  properly  distributed 
per  brigade.  .  The  brigade  and  regimental  quar- 
termaster must  accompany  and  be  responsible 
for  their  trains. 

7.  The  officers  in  charge  of  the  bagipige  trains 
will  receive  sealed  orders  as  to  their  pomt  of  des- 
tination, which  they  will  open  at  the  first-men- 
tioned stopping-place. 

8.  As  It  may  become  necessary  to  take  the 
offensive,  the  troops  will  take  their  position  in 
the  trenches,  as  soon  as  practicable,  after  dispos- 
ing of  their  baggage  in  the  wagon  trains,  t  One 
bngade  per  corps  will  be  put  in  line  of  battle,  in 
the  best  position  for  the  offensive,  in  front  of  the 
trenches.  The  reserve  will  remain  in  position 
as  ahready  indicated  to  its  General  commanding. 
These  troops  will  all  bivouac  in  position,  and  at 
three  o'clock  A.M.,  on  the  twenty-ninth  instant, 
if  not  attacked  by  the  enemy,  >vill  take  up  their 
line  of  march  to  Baldwin  by  the  routes  indicated 
in  Article  L,  leaving  properly  distributed  cavalry 
pickets  in  front  of  their  lines  to  guard  and  proh 
tect  this  retrograde  movement.    These  pickets 
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will  remain  in  position  until  recalled  by  the  chief 
of  cavalry,  who  will  remain  in  Corinth  for  the 
purpose  of  directing  the  retrograde  movement  of 
cavalry,  when  each  regiment  must  follow  the 
route  taken  by  the  coi-ps  to  which  it  shall  have 
been  temporarily  assigned,  for  the  protection  of 
its  rear  and  flanks. 

9.  Under  no  circumstances  will  these  cavalry 
regiments  abandon  their  position  in  front  of  the 
line,  (unless  compelled  by  overpowering  num- 
bcrfl,)  until  the  rear  of  the  columns  of  the  Army  of 
the  Mississippi  shall  have  crossed  the  Tuscumbia ; 
when  the  General  lOommanding  each  corps  will 
communicate  that  fact  to  the  chief  of  cavalry,  for 
his  information  and  guidance. 

10.  The  cavalry  pickets  will  continue  the  usual 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  lines, 
and,  when  retiring,  they  will  destroy  the  roads 
and  bridges  in  their  rear,  as  far  as  practicable  : 
and  after  having  crossed  the  Tuscumbia,  they 
will  guard  the  crossings  until  recalled  by  the 
General  commanding. 

1 1.  The  chief  of  cavalry  will  order,  if  practica- 
ble, one  regiment  to  report  to  Major-General 
Polk,  one  to  Major-General  Hardee,  one  to  Gen- 
eral Bragg,  and  one  to  Maior-Genend  Van  Dom, 
independently  of  the  regiment  now  at  Jacinto, 
already  ordered  to  report  to  the  latter  officer. 

12.  After  the  departure  of  the  troops  from  the 
intrenched  line,  a  sufficient  number  of  drums 
from  each  brigade  must  be  left  to  beat  at "  re- 
veille **  at  the  usual  hour ;  after  which  they  can 
rejoin  their  commands. 

13.  The  commanding  officer  of  corps  of  the 
army  of  the  Mississippi  will  leave,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Tuscumbia,  five  hundred  infantry  and 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  to  guard  the  four  cross- 
ing of  that  stream,  and  to  efiectually  destroy  the 
bridges,  and  obstruct  the  roads,  after  the  passage 
of  the  cavalry. 

14.  On  arriving  at  Baldwin,  the  best  defensive 
'position  will  be  taken  by  the  army  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, due  regard  being  had  to  a  proper  and  suffi- 
cient supply  of  wood  and  water  for  the  troops 
and  horses  of  the  different  commands. 

G.  T.  B£AUR£OARD, 
General,  oommondliig. 

(C.)   MEMORANDUM'  OF  MOVEMENTS  ON  BALD- 
WIN FOR  GENERAL  VAN   DORN. 

Hkadqvarters  Wbstkrn  Depabtment,  >• 
COKIKTII,  Miss.,  May  27,  1862.     ) 

1.  The  baggage  trains  of  his  army  must  leave 
their  position  at  davbreak  on  the  twenty-eighth 
instant,  by  the  road  on  the  east  of  the  Mobile 
and  Ohio  Railroad,  to  stop  temporarily  at  about 
six  miles  from  his  headqimrters,  but  with  secret 
orders  to  the  officers  in  charge  of  them  to  con- 
tinue rapidly  on  the  direct  road  to  the  vicinity 
of  Baldwin.  The  provision  trains  will  follow  the 
baggage  trains. 

2.  The  ammunition  and  ambulance  trains  must 
be  parked  at  the  most  convenient  point  to  their 
brigades,  or  near  the  general  headouarters,  where 
they  wiU  remain  until  the  troops  shall  have  been 
moved  to  the  front  to  take  up  tneir  line  of  battle, 


when  these  trains  will  be  ordered  to  follow  the 
provision  trains. 

All  of  these  trains  must  be  accompanied  by  one 
pioneer  company  and  two  infantry  companies 
(properlv  distributed)  per  brigade.  The  brigade 
and  regimental  quartermasters  must  accompany, 
and  be  responsible  for  their  trains. 

The  officers  in  charge  of  the  baggage  trains 
will  receive  sealed  orders  as  to  their  point  of  des- 
tination, which  they  will  open  at  the  already 
mentioned  stopping-place. 

3.  As  it  may  become  necessary  to  take  the 
offensive,  the  troops  will  take  their  position  in 
line  of  battle  as  soon  as  practicable  after  dispos- 
ing of  their  baggage  in  the  wagon  trains. 

These  troops  wul  bivouac  in  position,  and  at 
three  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  twenty-ninth  instant,  if 
not  attacked  by  the  enemy,  will  take  up  their  line 
of  march  to  Baldwin,  bv  the  route  indicated,  (Arti- 
cle I.,)  leaving  properly  distributed  cavalry  pick- 
ets in  front  of  their  lines,  to  guard  and  protect 
this  retrograde  movement 

These  pickets  shall  remain  in  position  until  re- 
called by  the  chief  of  cavalry,  who  will  remain  in 
Corinth  for  the  purpose  of  directing  the  retro- 
grade movement  of  the  cavalry,  when  each  regi- 
ment will  follow  the  route  taken  by  the  corps  to 
which  it  shall  have  been  temporarily  assigned, 
for  the  protection  of  its  rear  and  flanks. 

4.  Under  no  circumstances  wiU  the  cavalry 
regiments  abandon  their  position  in  front  of  the 
lines,  (unless  compelled  by  overpowering  num- 
bers,) until  the  rear  of  the  column  of  the  Army  of 
the  West  shall  have  crossed  Clear  Creek,  when 
the  Generals  commanding  shall  communicate  the 
fact  to  the  chief  of  cavalry,  for  his  inforaiation 
and  guidance. 

5.  The  cavalry  pickets  will  continue  the  usual 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  lincft, 
and,  when  retiring,  will  destroy,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, the  roads  and  bridges  in  their  rear,  and, 
after  having  crossed  Clear  Oeek,  they  will  guard 
the  crossing  until  recalled  by  the  General  com- 
manding. 

6.  The  chief  of  cavalry  will  order,  if  practica- 
ble, one  regiment  to  report  to  Major-Generol 
Polk  and  one  to  Major-Ueneral  Hardee,  one  to 
General  Bragg  and  one  to  Major-General  Van 
Dorn,  independently  of  the  regiment  now  at  Ja- 
cinto, already  ordered  to  report  to  the  latter 
officer. 

7.  After  the  departure  of  the  troops  from  the 
intrenched  lines,  a  sufficient  number  of  drums 
from  each  brigade  must  be  left  to  beat  "  reveille  " 
at  the  usual  hour,  after  which  thej  can  join  their 
commands. 

8.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Army  of  the 
West  will  leave,  if  necessarv,  on  the  south  side 
of  Clear  Creek,  about  five  hundred  infantry  and 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  to  defend  the  crossing  of 
said  stream,  and  to  effectually  destroy  the  bridges 
and  obstruct  the  road  after  the  passage  of  the 
cavalry. 

9.  On  arriving  in  the  vicinity  of  Guntown,  the 
best  defensive  position  will  be  taken  in  rear  of 
Twenty-mile  Creek,  due  regard  being  had  to  a 
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proper  and  sufficient  supply  of  wood  and  water 
for  the  troops.  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Gcneralt  oommanding^. 

(D.)   OmAdentUl. 

CoRiiiTH,  May  28, 1802. 
To  General  B,  Bragg^  commanding  Army  of  the 

Mississippi,  Corinth : 

General:  Considering  that  we  have  yet  still 
so  much  to  be  removed  from  this  place,  I  have 
decided  that  the  retrograde  movement  shall  not 
take  placL*  until  the  thirtieth  instant,  at  the  hours 
appointed,  instead  of  the  twenty-ninth. 

You  will  please  issue  all  necesaary  orders  to 
that  effect  to  the  forces  under  your  command. 

It  would  be  advisable  to  stop  at  once  the  am- 
munition and  provision  trains  at  convenient  points 
to  this  place.        Resnectfully, 

Your  obeoient  servant, 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

General,  commanding. 

George  Wm.  Brent, 

Acting  Chief  of  BtaiT. 

Corinth,  May  28, 1862. 

(K)    To  Mcfjor-Oeneral  E.  Van  Dom,  Danville 

Road: 

General  :  I  approve  of  your  request  to  leave 
at  twelve  h  (not  eleven)  to-night,  if  it  be  clear. 
Send  artillery  at  sundown  two  miles  back,  so  as 
to  be  bevond  reach  of  sound  to  the  enemy.  Be 
careful,  nowever,  not  to  send  it  too  far. 

As  Bragg's  rear  guard  will  not  leave  until  three 
h,  a.  m.,  yours  ought  not  to  leave  before  24 
h,  for  Hardee's  left  would  then  be  uneovered 
whibt  moving  in  rear  of  your  present  position 
and  before  crossing  the  railroad. 

Hardee  will  destroy  the  bridges  (dirt  and  rail- 
road) on  TuBcumbia,  provided  he  is  guarding 
them.  But  have  the  matter  clearly  understood 
with  him,  so  as  to  admit  of  no  error.  I  referred 
in  my  note  to  the  small  bridge  on  dear  Creek, 
one  which  you  must  pass. 

You  must,  of  course,  have  out  as  few  details  as 
possible.    You  must  be  the  sole  judge  of  that. 

The  telegraph  operator  must  remain  at  his  post 
as  long  as  possible,  say  until  your  main  forces 
move  to  the  rear,  for  at  any  moment  we  may  be 
called  upon  to  move  forward. 

I  am  elad  to  hear  of  the  sham  balloon.  I  hope 
it  is  so,  for  I  fear  that  more  than  their  artillery  at 
this  moment 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

General,  conunanding. 

P.  S.  —  You  must  not  forget  to  obstruct  thor- 
oughly the  road  across  Clear  Creek,  near  General 
Joneses  lines.  You  or  Hardee  must  keep  a  strong 
guard  of  infantry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  at 
the  Clear  Creek  railroad  bridge,  until  the  last  cars 
shall  have  left  the  de^ot  here.  Please  arrange 
this  matter  distinctly  with  him. 

Would  it  not  be  prudent  to  send  one  regiment, 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  some  cavalry  to  protect 
your  train  ? 

I  think  I  would  keep  Price  back  in  best  position 


to  move  either  to  the  rear  to  protect  the  train,  if 
necessary,  or  to  the  firont,  in  case  of  battle.   ^ 

George  W.  Brent, 

Acting  Cblcf  of  StaiT. 

CoBUiTH,  Hay  25, 18G2. 

(F.)    Oenerdl  B.  Bragg^  Corinth : 

General:  From  information  received,  Gun- 
town,  four  miles  and  a  half  below  Baldwin,  is 
considered  a  better  position  for  the  defensive; 
hence  we  will  go  thei^.  Please  give  the  necessary 
orders. 

Small  details  must  be  kept  in  or  about  old 
camps,  to  keep  up  usual  fires,  on  account  of  bal- 
loon, with  orders  to  join  their  commands  at  ten 
hour,  on  the  march  to  the  rear,  or  in  front,  in  case 
of  battle. 

Not  too  many  fires  must  be  kept  on  the  lines 
to-ni^ht,  so  as  not  to  reveal  too  clearly  our 
position.  A  brigade  (the  best  one)  from  each 
corps  will  be  selected  to  guard  and  bring  up  the 
rear  of  each  column,  to  move  off  about  two  noun 
after  the  rest  of  the  column,  and  from  which  a 
small  detail  will  be  left  at  each  bridge  to  destroy 
it  after  passage  of  cavalr)'.  Detail  to  be  in  pro- 
portion to  importance  of  bridge. 

Would  it  not  be  advisable  for  the  main  forces 
to  start  at  the  one  h,  and  the  rear  guards  at  three 
h  A.  M.  P 

No  rockets  must  be  fired  to-night. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  Beauregard. 

George  Wm.  Bre.nt, 

Aetlng  Chief  of  Staif. 

Hkadquartebs  Western  Department,  I 

CoDiirru,  May,  18C2.    S 

(G.)    To  General  B,  Bragg  and  Mc^jor- Generals 
E,  Van  Dom,  L.  Polk,  W.  J.  Hardee^  J,  C. 
Breckinridge : 
Generals  :  The  following  modifications  have 

been  made  in  the  order  relative  to  the  retrograde 

movement  from  this  place : 

1.  At  sundown  tne  light  batteries  must  be 
sent  to  about  one  mile  from  the  intrenched  lines, 
in  order  to  avoid  communicating  to  the  enemy 
any  information  of  the  movement.  These  bat- 
teries must  be  so  placed  outside  of  the  road  as  to 
follow  their  brigades  at  night  without  any  diffi- 
culty. 

2.  At  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  heavy  batteries 
of  the  lines  must  be  removed,  without  noise,  to 
the  cars,  and  sent  to  the  Central  depot. 

3.  At  ten  o'clock  p.  M.,  the  retrograde  move- 
ment of  the  forces  is  to  commence,  as  already  in- 
structed. 

4.  At  twelve  o'clock  p.  m.,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as 
possible,  the  rear  guard  is  to  follow  the  movement 

5.  As  soon  as  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi 
shall  have  got  beyond  the  Tuscumhia,  and  the 
Armv  of  the  West  beyond  Ridge  Creek,  General 
Bealf,  at  Corinth,  (chief  of  cavalry,)  shall  bo  in- 
formed of  the  facts,  and  the  position  in  the  rear 
of  said  stream  shall  be  held  until  the  train  shall 
be  considered  beyond  the  reach  of  the  enemv. 

6.  Camp-fires  must  be  kept  up  all  nignt  by 
the  troops  in  position,  and  then  by  the  cavalry. 
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7.  Three  signal  rookets  shall  be  sent  ud  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning  by  the  cavalry  pickets 
of  Generals  Van  Dorn,  Bragg,  and  Folk. 

8.  All  Artesian  and  other  wells  must  be  de- 
stroyed this  evening,  by  a  detachment  from  each 
brigade.  All  Arteuan  well  machinery  must  be 
scat,  forthwith,  to  the  depot  for  transportation  to 
Saltillo. 

9.  ^VheneTer  the  railroad  engine  shall  whistle 
through  the  night,  near  the  intrenched  line,  the 
troops  in  the  vicinity  shall  cheer  repeatedly,  as 
though  reenforcements  had  been  received. 

G.  T.  Beaubeoabd, 

General,  oommanding. 

Geo.  Wm.  Brent, 

Aotlng  Cblef  of  BtiA 
CH.)  MSMOBANDUM  OF  ORDERS. 

BkADQUARTBRS  WKSTTBRir  DBPARTMKRTy  I 

BALOWXir,  June  6, 1862, 5  h.  p.  x.     ) 

L  General  Van  Dom's  army  will  start  at  three 
h.  A.  H.,  on  the  seventh  instant,  on  its  wajr  to 
Tupelo,  via  the  road  from  Baldwin  to  Priceville. 
It  will  halt  for  the  night  at  Sand  Creek,  a  distance 
of  about  (17)  seventeen  miles  from  Baldwin.  It 
will  resume  the  line  of  march  the  next  morning 
at  three  h.  A.  M.,  and  will  take  position,  for  the 
present,  at  Priceville,  leaving  a  brigade  at  the 
cross  of  the  road,  with  the  Ripley  and  the  Cotton 
Gin  road,  near  Smith  or  Brooks's  house,  and  a 
cavalry  force  at  or  about  the  steam  saw-milL 
One  brigade  wiU  be  sent  to  Morrisville  or  vicinitv, 
and  a  force  of  cavalry  to  guard  the  (20)  mile 
creek  ferry,  on  the  road  m>m  Fulton,  with  a 
strong  picket  at  the  latter  place.  The  cavalry 
regiment  at  Marietta  will  not  leave  that  position 
until  the  eighth  instant,  at  four  a.  m. 

U.  General  Hardee's  corps  will  start  for  Tupelo, 
at  four  h.  P.  H.,  on  the  seventh  instant,  via  the 
same  road  as  General  Van  Dom's  army,  stopping 
for  the  night  at  a  creek,  about  nine  miles  from  its 
present  position.  He  will  send  at  four  h.  A.  M^ 
on  that  day,  one  regiment  and  two  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, to  the  cross-road  with  the  Natchez  rail- 
road, to  guard  the  Twenty-mile  creek  crossing. 

His  corps  will  resume  its  line  of  march  at  four 
h.  A.  IL,  on  the  eighth  instant,  and  will  get  to 
Tupelo  that  night  if  practicable.  His  rear  guard 
of  cavalry  wiU  remain  in  its  present  positioii 
until  twelve  P.  M.,  on  the  seventh  instant,  and 
afterwards  in  the  vieinity  of  Baldwin  (guarding 
the  rear  of  Hardee^s  corps)  until  about  four  £ 
A.  M.,  on  the  eighth  instant. 

ni.  General  Breckinridge's  corps  of  reserve 
will  leave  for  Tupelo,  via  CarroUsville  and  Birming- 
ham, at  three  h.  A.  M.,  on  the  seventh  instant, 
stopping  for  the  night  at  Yanoby  Creek,  a  few 
mUcs  beyond  the  latter  town,  and  wiM  resume  its 
line  of  march  at  three  h.  a.  u.,  on  the  eighth 
instant. 

rV.  General  Bragg's  cor|>s  wHl  leave  by  the 
same  road  as  General  Breckinridge's,  (passing  to  the 
westward  of  CarroUsville,)  at  two  h.  P.  U.,  on  the 
seventh  instant,  stopping  for  the  night  at  or  near 
Birmingham ;  leaving  there  at  three  h.  A.  IL,  for 
Tbpelo. 


His  cavalry  will  foUow  on  the  same  road,  the 
movement  from  where  it  is  now  posted,  at  two  h. 
A.  M.,  on  the  eighth  instant.  The  regiment  at 
Ripley  will  move  on  the  road  from  that  place  to 
Tupelo,  and  all  said  cavalry  will  be  posted  as  al- 
ready indicated  to  General  B.  on  the  map. 

V.  General  Polk's  corps  will  conform  its  move- 
ments to  that  of  General  Bragg,  starting  at  two  b. 
p.  M.,  on  the  eighth  instant,  on  the  direct  road  to 
Saltillo,  west  of  the  railroad,  halting  at  that  place 
until  fhrther  orders.  His  cavalry  will  remain 
where  at  present  posted,  and  will  follow  his  move- 
ments along  the  same  road,  (guarding  his  rear,)  at 
three  h.  a.  M.,  on  the  eighUi  instant 
^  VI.  All  infkntry  outposts  should  be  recalled  in 
time  to  join  their  command. 

VIL'  All  finger  boards  and  mile  posts  should  be 
taken  down  by  the  cavalry  of  the  rear  guards. 

G.  T^.  Beauregard, 

General,  oommancUiig. 

Thomas  Jordan, 

A.  A.  QenersL 


Doc.  31. 


BATTLB  of  CHANCSLLORSVnJiE. 
REPORT  OF  GENKBAL  R.  £.  LEE. 

HnAnqUABSBBS  Abmt  Horthbrh  Tiboihia,  / 

Beptnaber  21, 1803.     ( 

General  S,  Cooper,  A^fvtaiU  and Iiupector^Oen- 

eral,  C  8»  A.,  Bichmond,  Va. : 

Genebal:  After  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
the  army  remained  encamped  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Bappahannock  until  the  latter  part  of  April. 
The  Federal  army  occnoied  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  opposite  Frederickslnug,  extending  to  the 
Potomac.  .Two  brigades  of  Anderson's  division, 
those  of  Generals  Mahone  and  Posey,  were  sta- 
tioned near  the  United  States  Mine  or  Bark  Mill 
Ford;  and  a  third,  under  command  of  General 
Wilcox,  guarded  Banks's  Ford.  The  cavalry  was 
distributed  on  both  flanks  —  Fitzhugh  Lee's  bri- 
gade picketing  the  Rappahannock  above  the 
mouth  of  the  Kapidan,  and  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  near 
Port  Royal.  Hampton's  brigade  had  been  sent 
into  the  interior  to  recruit  General  Longstreet, 
with  two  divisions  of  his  corps,  was  detached  for 
service  south  of  James  River,  in  February,  and 
did  not  rejoin  Uie  armv  until  after  the  battle  of 
Chancellorsville.  With  the  exception  of  the  en- 
gagement between  Fits  Lee's  brigade  and  the  en- 
emy's cavalry  near  Kelley's  Fora,  on  the  seven- 
teenth of  March,  1863,  of  which  a  brief  report  has 
been  already  forwarded  to  the  Department,  noth- 
ing of  interest  transpired  during  this  period  of 
inactivity. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  April  intelligence  was  re- 
ceived that  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  concentrating 
on  the  upper  Rappahannock.  Their  efforts  to  estab- 
lish themselves  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  were 
successftilly  resisted  by  Fitz  Lee's  brigade  and  two 
regiments  of  W.  H.  F.  Lee's,  the  whole  under  the 
immediate  command  of  General  Stuart.  About 
the  twenty-first,  small  bodies  of  infantry  appeared 
at  Kelle/s  Ford  and  the  Rappahannock  Bridge, 
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and  almost  at  the  same  time  a  demonstration  was 
made  opposite  Port  Royal,  where  a  party  of  infan- 
try crossed  the- river  about  the  twenty-third.  These 
movements  were  evidently  intendfed  to  conceal 
the  designs  of  the  enemy ;  but,  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  the  reports  of  scouts,  indicated  diat  the 
Federal  army,  now  commanded  by  Major-Generd 
Hooker,  was. about  to  resume  active  operations. 
At  half-past  five  o'clock  A.  M.,  the  twenty-eighth 
of  April,  the  enemy  crossed  the  Rappahannock  in 
boats,  near  Fredericksburg,  and,  driving  off  the 
pickets  on  the  river,  proceeded  to  lay  down  a  pon- 
toon bridge,  a  short  distance  below  the  moutn  of 
Deep  Run.  Later  in  the  forenoon  another  bridge 
was  constructed  about  a  mile  below  the  first.  A 
considerable  force  crossed  on  these  bridges  during 
the  day,  and  was  massed  out  of  view  under  the 
high  banks  of  the. river.  The  bridges,  as  well  as 
the  troops,  were  effectually  protected  firom  our 
artillery  by  the  depth  of  the  river's  bed  and  the 
narrowness  of  the  stream,  while  the  batteries  on 
the  opposite  heights  completely  commanded  the 
wide  plain  between  our  lines  and  the  river. 

As  in  the  first  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  it  was 
thought  best  to  select  positions  with  a  view  to  re- 
sist the  advance  of  the  enemy,  rather  than  incur 
the  beavv  loss  that  would  attend  any  attempt  to 
prevent  his  crossing.  Our  dispositions  were  ac- 
cordingly made  as  on  the  former  occasion.  No 
demonstration  was  made  opposite  any  other  point 
of  our  lines  at  Fredericksburg;  and  the  strength 
of  the  force  that  had  crossed,  and  its  apparent 
indisposition  to  attack,  indicated  that  the  princi- 
pal effort  of  the  enemy  would  be  made  in  some 
other  quarter.  This  impression  was  confirmed  by 
intelligence  received  from  General  Stuart,  that  a 
large  body  of  infantry  and  ardllery  was  passing  up 
the  river.  During  the  forenoon  of  the  twenty-mnth 
that  officer  reported  that  the  enemy  had  crossed 
in  force  near  Relley's  Ford,  on  the  preceding 
evening.  Later  in  the  day  he  announced  that  a 
heavy  column  was  moving  from  Kelley's  towards 
Germana  Ford,  on  the  Rapidan,  and  another  to- 
wards Ely's  Ford,  on  that  river.  The  routes  they 
were  pursuing,  after  crossing  the  Rapidan,  con- 
ver&;e  near  Chancellorsville,  whence  several  roads 
lead  to  the  rear  of  our  position  at  Fredericks- 
burg. 

On  the  night  of  the  twenty-ninth,  General  An- 
derson was  directed  to  proceed  towards  Chancel- 
lorsville, and. dispose  Wright's  brigade  and  the 
troops  firom  the  Bark  Mill  Ford  to  cover  these  roads. 
Arriving  at  Chancellorsville  about  midnight,  he 
found  the  commands  of  Generals  Mahone  and  Po- 
sey already  there,  having  been  withdrawn  from 
the  Bark  Mill  Ford,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
guard.  Learning  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the 
Rapidan,  and  were  approaching  in  strong  force, 
General  Anderson  retired  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  thirtieth  to  the  intersection  of  the  mine  and 
plank  roads,  near  Tabernacle  Church,  and  began 
to  intrench  himself.  The  enemy's  cavalry  skir- 
mished with  his  rear  guard  as  he  left  Chancellors- 
ville ;  but  being  vigorously  repulsed  by  Mahone's 
brigade,  offered  no  further  opposition  to  his 
mav'^'       "'  '    ^e  was  placed  on  the  old  turnpike, 


Wright  and  Posey  on  the  plank  road.  In  the 
mean  time  General  Stuart  had  been  directed  to 
endeavor  to  impede  the  progress  of  the  column 
marching  by  way  of  Germana  Ford.  Detaching 
W.  H.  F.  Lee,  with  his  two  regiments,  the  Ninth 
and  Thirteenth  Virginia,  to  oppose  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  General  Stuart  crossed 
the  Rapidan  at  Raccoon  Ford,  with  Fitz  Lee's 
brigade,  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-ninth.  Halt- 
ing to  give  his  men  a  few  hours'  repose,  he  or- 
dered Colonel  Owens,  with  the  Third  Virginia 
cavalry,  to  throw  himself  in  fh>nt  of  the  enemy, 
while  the  rest  of  the  brigade  attacked  his  right 
flank,  at  the  Wilderness  tavern,  between  Germa- 
na Ford  and  Chancellorsville.  By  this  means  the 
march  of  this  column  was  delayed  until  twelve  M., 
when,  learning  that  the  one  from  £ly*s  Ford  had 
already  reached  Chancellorsville,  General  Stuart 
marched  by  Todd's  tavern  towards  Spottsylvania 
Court-House,  to  put  himself  in  communication  with 
the  main  body  of  the  army,  and  Colonel  Owens 
fell  back  upon  General  Anderson. 

The  enemy  in  our  front,  near  Fredericksburg, 
continued  inactive,  and  it  was  now  apparent  that 
the  main  attack  would  be  made  upon  our  flank 
and  rear.  It  was  therefore  determined  to  leave 
sufficient  troops  to  hold  our  lines,  and  with  the 
main  body  of  the  army  to  give  battle  to  the  ap- 
proaching column.  Earl^s  dirision  of  Jackson's 
corps,  and  Barksdale's  brigade  of  McLaws's  divis- 
ion, with  part  of  the  reserve  artillery,  under  Gen- 
eral Pendleton,  were  intrusted  with  the  defence 
of  our  position  at  Fredericksburg,  and  at  mid- 
night, on  the  thirtieth.  General  McLaws  marched 
with  the  rest  of  his  command  towards  Chancel- 
lorsville. General  Jackson  followed  at  dawn 
next  morning,  with  the  remaining  divisions  of  his 
corps.  He  reached  the  position  occupied  by 
General  Anderson  at  eight  a.  M.,  and  immediately 
began  preparations  to  advance.  At  eleven  a.  il, 
the  troops  idoved  forward  upon  the  plank  and  old 
turnpike  roads,  Anderson,  with  the  brigades  of 
Wright  and  Posey,  leading  on  the  former ;  Mo- 
Laws,  with  his  three  brig^es,  preceded  by  Ma- 
hone's, on  the  latter.  Generals  Wilcox  and 
Perry,  of  Anderson's  division,  cooperated  with 
McLaws ;  Jackson's  troops  followed  Anderson  on 
the  plank  road.  Colonel  Alexander's  battalion 
of  artillery  accompanied  the  advance.  The  ene- 
my was  soon  encountered  on  both  roads,  and 
heavy  skirmishing  with  infantry  and  artiUerv  en- 
sued, our  troops  pressing  steadily  forward.  A 
strong  attack  upon  General  McLaws  was  repulsed 
with  spirit  by  Semmes's  brigade;  and  General 
Wright,  by  direction  of  CJeneral  Anderson,  di- 
verging to  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  marched 
by  way  of  the  unfinished  railroad  from  Freder- 
icksburg to  Gordonsville,  and  turned  the  enemy's 
right.  His  whole  line  tiiereupon  retreated  rapid- 
ly, vigorously  pursued  by  our  troops,  until  they 
arrived  withtn  about  one  mile  of  Chancellorsville. 
Here  the  enemy  had  assumed  a  position  of  great 
natural  strength,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  a 
dense  forest,  filled  with  a  tangled  undergrowth, 
in  the  midst  of  which  breastworks  of  logs  had 
been  coustructedi  with  trees  felled  in  front  so  as 
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to  form  an  almost  impenfitrable  abatis.  His  ar- 
tillery swept  the  few  narrow  roads  by  which  his 
posiuon  could  be  approached  from  the  front,  and 
commanded  the  adjacent  woods.  The  left  of  his 
line  extended  from  Chanoellorsville  towards  the 
Rappahannock,  covering  the  Bark  Mill  Ford, 
where  he  communicated  with  the  north  bank  of 
the  riyer  by  a  pontoon  bridge.  His  right 
stretched  westward  along  the  Oermana  Ford 
road  more  than  two  miles.  Darkness  was  a^ 
proaching  before  the  strength  and  extent  of  ms 
line  could  be  ascertained ;  and  as  the  nature  of 
the  country  rendered  it  hazardous  to  attack  by 
night,  our  troops  were  halted,  and  formed  in  line 
of  battle  in  front  of  ChanceUorsville,  at  right  an- 
gles to  the  plank  road,  extending  on  the  right  to 
the  mine  road,  and  to  the  left  in  the  direction  of 
the  Catharine  furnace. 

Colonel  Wickham,  with  the  Fourth  Virginia 
cavalry  and  Colonel  Owen's  regiment,  was  sta- 
tioned between  the  mine  road  and  the  Rappa- 
hannock. The  rest  of  the  cavalr}''was  upon  our 
left  flank.  It  was  evident  that  a  direct  attack 
upon  the  enemy  would  be  attended  with  great 
difficulty  and  loss,  in  view  of  the  strength  of  his 
position  and  his  superiority  of  numbers.  It  was 
therefore  resolved  to  endeavor  to  turn  his  right 
flank,  and  gain  his  rear,  leaving  a  force  in  front 
to  hold  him  in  check  and  conceal  the  movement 
The  execution  of  this  plan  was  intrusted  to  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Jackson,  with  his  three  divisions. 
The  commands  of  Generals  McLaws  and  Ander- 
son, with  the  exception  of  Wilcox's  brigade,  which 
during  the  night  had  been  ordered  back  to  Banks's 
Ford,  remained  in  front  of  the  enemy.  Early  on 
the  morning  of  the  second  General  Jackson 
marched  by  the  Furnace  and  Brock  roads,  his 
movement  being  efiectually  covered  by  Fitz  Lee's 
cavalry,  under  General  Stuart  in  person.  As  the 
rear  of  the  train  was  passing  the  furnace,  a  large 
force  of  the  enemy  advanced  from  Chancellors- 
ville  and  attempted  its  capture.  General  Jack- 
son badf  left  the  Twenty-third  Georgia  regiment, 
unde^  Colonel  Best,  at  this  point,  to  guard  his 
flank;  and  upon  Uie  approach  of  the  enemy 
Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  T.  Brown,  whose  artillery 
waa  passing  at  the  time,  placed  a  battery  in  posi- 
tion, to  aia  in  checking  his  advance.  A  small 
number  of  men  who  were,  marching  to  join  their 
eommuids,  including  Captain  Moore,  with  his  two 
companies  of  the  Fourteenth  Tennessee  regiment, 
of  Archer's  brigade,  reported  to  Colonel  %rown, 
and  supported  his  guns.  The  enemy  was  kept 
back  by  this  small  force  until  the  train  had  passed, 
but  his  superior  numbers  teabled  him  subse- 
quently to  surround  and  capture  the  greater  part 
of  the  Twenty-third  Georgia  regiment.  General 
Anderson  was  directed  to  send  a  brigade  to  resist 
*  the  further  progress  of  this  column,  and  detached 
General  Posey  for  that  purpose.  General  Posey 
became  warmly  engaged  with  a  superior  force, 
but  being  reenforoed  by  General  Wright,  the 
enemy's  advance  was  arrested.  After  a  long  and 
fatiguing  march.  General  Jackson's  leading  di- 
vision, under  General  Rodes,  reached  the  old 
tompike,  about  three  miles  in  rear  of  Chanoel- 


lorsville, at  four  P.  M.  As  the  different  divisions 
arrived  they  were  formed  at  right  angles  to  the 
road  —  Roaes  in  front,  Trimble's  division,  under 
Brigadier- General  Colston,  in  the  second,  and 
A.  P.  Hill's  in  the  third  lii^.  At  six  p.  m.  the 
advance  was  ordered.  The  enemy  were  taken  by 
surprise,  and  fled,  after  a  brief  resistance.  Gen- 
eral Rodes's  men  pushed  forward  with  great  vigor 
a|id  enthusiasm,  followed  .closely  by  Uie  second 
and  third  lines. .  Position  after  position  was  car- 
ried, the  guns  captured,  and  every  effort  of  the 
enemy  to  rally  defeated  by  the  impetuous  rush 
of  our  troops.  In  the  ardor  of  pursuit,  through 
the  thick  and  tangled  woods,  the  first  and  second 
lines  at  last  became  mingled,  and  moved  on  to- 
gether as  one.  The  enemy  made  a  stand  at  a 
line  of  breastworks  across  the  road  at  the  house  of 
Melzie  Chancellor ;  but  the  troops  of  Rodes  and 
Colston  dashed  over  the  intrenchments  together, 
and  the  fight  and  pursuit  were  resumed  and  con- 
tinued until  our  advance  was  arrested  by  the 
abatis  in  front  of  the  line  of  works  near  the 
central  position  at  Chancellorsville.  It  was  now 
dark,  and  General  Jackson  ordered  the  third  line, 
under  General  Hill,  to  advance  to  the  front  and 
relieve  the  troops  of  Rodes  and  Cobton,  who 
were  completely  blended,  and  in  such  disorder, 
from  their  advance  through  intricate  woods  and 
over  broken  ground,  that  it  was  necessary  to  re- 
form them.  As  Hill's  men  moved  forwara,  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  with  his  staff  and  escort,  returning 
from  the  extreme  front,  met  his  skirmishers  ad- 
vancing, and  in  the  obscurity  of  the  night  were 
mistaken  for  the  enemy,  and  fired  upon.  Captain 
Boswell,  chief  engineer  of  the'  corps,  and  several 
others,  were  killed,  and  a  number  wounded.  Gen- 
eral Jackson  himself  received  a  severe  injury,  and 
was  borne  from  the  field.  The  command  devolved 
upon  Major-General  Hill,  whose  division,  under 
General  Hetfa,  was  advanced  to  the  line  of  in- 
trenchments which  had  been  reached  by  Rodes 
and  Colston.  A  furious  fire  of  artiltery  was 
opened  upon  them  by  the  enemy,  under  cover  of 
wnieh  his  infantry  advanced  to  tne  attack.  They 
were  handsomely  repulsed  by  the  Fifty-fifth  Vir- 
ginia reffiment,  under  Colonel  Mallory,  who  was 
killed  while  bravely  leading  his  men.  General 
Hill  was  soon  afterwards  disabled,  and  Major- 
General  Stuart,  who  had  been  directed  by  Gen- 
eral Jackson  to  seize  the  road  to  Ely's  Ford,  in 
rear  of  the  enemy,  was  sent  for  to  take  command. 
At  this  time  the  right  of  Hill*s  division  was  at- 
tacked by  the  column  of  the  enemy  already  men- 
tioned as  having  penetrated  to  the  furnace,  which 
had  been  recalled  to  Chancellorsville  to  avoid 
being  *  cut  off  by  the  advance  of  Jackson.  This 
attack  was  gallantly  met  and  repulsed  by  the 
Eighteenth  and  Twenty-eighth  ana  a  portion  of 
the  Thirty-third  North  Carolina  regiments. 
Lane's  brigade. 

Upon  General  Stuart's  arrival,  soon  afterwards, 
the  command  was  turned  over  to  him  by  General 
HilL  He  immediately  proceeded  to  reconnoitre 
the  ^und  and  make  himself  acquainted  with 
the  disposition  of  the  troops.  The  darkness  of 
the  night,  and  the  difficulty  of  moving  through 
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the  woods  and  undergrowth,  rendered  it  advisable 
to  defer  further  operations  until  mominff;  and 
the  troops  rested  on  their  arms  in  line  of  oattle. 
Colonel  Crutchfield,  chief  of  artillery  of  the  corps, 
was  severely  wounded,  and  Colonel  Alexander, 
senior  artillery  officer  present,  was  engaged  dur- 
ing the  entire  night  in  selecting  positions  for  our 
batteries.  As  soon  as  the  sound  of  cannon  ^ve 
notice  of  Jackson's  attack  on  the  enemy's  ngl^ 
our  troops  in  front  of  ChancellorsviUe  were  or- 
dered to  press  him  strongly  on  the  left,  to  pre- 
vent reenforcements  being  sent  to  the  point 
assailed.  They  were  directed  not  to  attack  in 
force,  unless  a  favorable  opportunity  should  pre- 
sent itself;  and  while  continuing  to  cover  the 
roads  leading  from  their  respective  positions 
towards  Chancellorsville,  to  incline  the  left  so  as 
to  connect  with  Jackson's  right,  as  he  closed  in 
upon  the  centre.  These  orders  were  well  exe- 
cuted, our  troops  advancing  up  to  the  enemy's 
intrenchments,  while  several  batteries  played  with 
good  effect  upon  his  lines,  until  prevented  by  the 
increasing  darkness. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  third  General 
Stuart  renewed  the  attack  upon  the  enemy,  who 
had  strengthened  his  right  during  the  night  with 
additional  breastworks,  while  a  large  number  of 
guns,  protected  bv  intrenchments,  were  posted 
so  as  to  sweep  tne  woods  throupph  whidi  our 
troops  had  to  advance.  Hill's  division  was  in 
front,  with  Colston  in  the  second  line,  and  Rodes 
in  the  third.  The  second  and  third  lines  soon 
advanced  to  the  support  of  the  first,  and  the  whole 
became  hotly  engaged.  The  breastworks,  at  which 
the  attack  was  suspended  the  preceding  evening, 
were  carried  by  assault,  under  a  terrible  fire  of 
musketry  and  artillery.  In  rear  of  these  breast- 
works was  a  barricade,  from  which  the  enemy 
was  quickly  driven.  The  troops  on  the  left  of 
the  plank  road,  pressing  through  the  woods,  at- 
tacked and  broke  the  next  line,  while  those  on 
the  right  bravely  assailed  the  extensive  earth- 
works behind  which  the  enemy's  artillery  was 
posted.  Three  times  were  these  works  carried, 
and  as  often  were  the  brave  assailants  compelled 
to  abandon  them  —  twice  bv  the  retirement  of  the 
troops  on  their  left,  who  fell  back  after  a  gallant 
struggle  with  superior  numbers,  and  once  by  a 
movement  of  the  enemy  on  their  right,  caused  by 
the  advance  of  Qeneral  Anderson.  The  left  be- 
ing reenforced,  finally  succeeded  in  driving  back 
the  enemy,  and  the  artillery,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  Carter  and  Jones,  being  thrown  forward 
to  occupy  favorable  positions,  secured  by  the  ad- 
vance of  the  infantry,  began  to  play  with  great 
precision  and  effect  Anderson,  in  the  mean 
time,  pressed  gallantly  forward,  directly  upon 
Chancellorsville,  his  right  resting  upon  the  plank 
road,  and  his  left  extending  arouna  the  furnace, 
while  McLaws  made  a  strong  demonstration  to 
the  right  of  the  road.  As  the  troops  advancing 
upon  the  enemy's  front  and  right  converged  u])on 
his  central  position,  Anderson  effected  a  junction 
with  Jackson's  corps,  and  the  whole  line  pressed 
irresistibly  on.  The  enemy  was  driven  from  all 
his  fortified  positions,  with  heavy  loss  in  killed. 


wounded,  and  prisoners,  and  retreated  towards 
the  Rappahannock.  By  ten  a.  m.  we  were  in  foU 
possession  of  the  field.  The  troops  having  be^ 
come  somewhat  scattered,  by  the  difiiculties  of 
the  ground  and  the  ardor  of  the  contest,  were 
immediately  re-formed,  preparatory  to  renewing 
the  attack.  The  enemy  had  withdrawn  to  a 
strong  position  nearer  to  the  Rappahannock, 
which  he  had  previously  fortified.  His  superior- 
ity of  numbers,  the  unfavorable  nature  of  the 
ground,  which  was  densely  wooded,  and  the  con- 
dition of  our  troops  after  the  arduous  and  san- 
guinary conflict  in  which  they  had  been  engaged, 
rendered  great  caution  necessary.  Our  prepara- 
tions were  just  completed,  when  further  opera- 
tions were  arrested  by  intelligenee  receiyed  from 
Fredericksbuig. 

General  Early  had  been  instructed,  in  the  event 
of  the  enemy  withdrawing  from  his  front  and 
moving  up  the  river,  to  join  the  main  body  of 
the  army,  with  so  much  of  his  command  as  could 
be  spared  firom  the  defence  of  his  lines.  This  or- 
der was  repeated  on  the  second ;  but  by  a  misap- 
prehension on  the  part  of  the  officer  conveying 
it,  General  Early  was  direeted  to  move  uncondi- 
tionally. Leaving  Hays's  brigade  and  one  regi- 
ment of  Barksdale's  at  Fredericksburg,  and 
directing  a  part  of  General  Pendleton's  artillery 
to  be  sent  to  the  rear,  in  compliance  with  the  or- 
der delivered  to  him.  General  Early  moved  with 
the  rest  of  his  command  towards  Chancellorsville. 
As  soon  as  his  withdrawal  was  p^tseived,  the 
enemy  began  to  give  evidence  of  an  intuition  to 
advance ;  but  the  mistake  in  the  transmission  of 
the  order  being  corrected.  General  Early  returned 
to  his  original  position.  The  line  to  be  defended 
by  Barksdale's  Ixigade  extended  from  the  Rap- 
pahannock, above  Fredericksburg,  to  the  rear  of 
Howison's  house,  a  distance  of  more  than  two 
miles.  The  artillery  was  posted  along  the  heights 
in  rear  of  the  town.  Before  dawn,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  third,  General  Barksdale  reported  to 
General  Early  that  the  enemy  had  occnpie'd  Fred- 
ericksburg in  large  force,  and  laid  down  a  bridge 
at  the  town.  Hays's  brigade  was  sent  to  his  sup- 
port, and  placed  on  his  extreme  left,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  regiment,  stationed  on  the  right 
of  his  line,  behind  Howison's  house.  Seven  com- 
panies of  the  Twenty-first  Mississippi  regiment 
were  posted  by  General  Barksdale  between  the 
Marye  house  and  the  plank  road ;  the  Eighteenth 
and  the  three  other  companies  of  the  Twenty- 
first  occupied  the  telegrapn  road  at  the  foot  of 
Marye's  hill,  the  two  remaining  regiments  of  the 
brigade  being  fiurthfer  to  the  right  on  the  hills 
near  to  Howison's  house.  The  enemy  made  a 
demonstration  against  the  extreme  right,  which 
was  easily  repulsed  by  General  Early.  Soon  af- 
terwards a  column  moved  inm  Fredericksburg ' 
along  the  river  banks,  as  if  to  gain  the  heights  on 
the  extreme  left,  which  commanded  those  imme- 
diately in  rear  of  the  town.  This  attonpt  was 
foiled  by  General  Hays,  and  the  arrival  of  Gen- 
eral Wilcox  from  Banks's  Ford,  who  deployed  a 
few  skirmishers  on  the  hill,  near  Taylors  house, 
and  opened  upon  the  enemy  with  a  section  of 
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artillery.  Very  soon  the  enemy  advanced  in  large 
force  against  Marve's  and  the  hills  to  the  right 
and  len  of  it.  Two  assaults  were  gallantlv  re- 
pulsed by  Barksdale^s  men  and  the  artillery. 
After  the  second,  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  from 
the  town,  to  obtain  permission  to  provide  for  the 
wounded.  Three  heavy  lines  advanced  immedi- 
ately upon  the  return  of  the  flag,  and  renewed  the 
attack.  They  were  bravely  repulsed  on  the  right 
and  left,  but  the  small  force  at  the  foot  of  Marve's 
hill,  overpowered  by  more  than  ten  times  tneir 
numbers^  was  captured,  after  a  heroic  resistance, 
and  the  hiU  carried.  Eight  pieces  of  artillery 
were  taken  on  Marye's  and  the  adjacent  heights. 
The  remainder  of  ^arksdale's  brigade,  together 
with  that  of  General  Hays,  and  the  artillery  on 
the  right,  retired  down  the  telegraph  road. 

The  success  of  the  enemy  enabled  him  to 
threaten  our  communications  by  moving  down 
the  telegraph  road,  or  to  come  upon  our  reai'  at 
Chancellorsville  by  the  plank  road.  He  at  first 
advanced  on  the  former,  but  was  checked  by 
General  Early,  who  had  halted  the  commands 
of  Barksdale  and  Hays,  with  the  artillery,  about 
two  miles  from  Marye's  hill,  and  reenforced  them 
with  three  regiments  of  Gordon's  brigade. 

The  enemy  then  began  to  advance  up  the 
plank  road,  his  progress  being  gallantly  disputed 
oy  the  brigade  of  General  Wilcox,  who  had 
moved  from  Banks's  Ford  as  rapidly  as  possible 
to  the  assistance  of  General  Barksdale ;  but  ar- 
rived too  late  to  take  part  in  the  action.  Gen- 
eral Wilcox  fell  back  slowly  until  he  reached 
Salem  Church,  on  the  plank  road,  about  five 
miles  from  Fredericksburg. 

Information  of  this  state  of  affairs  in  our  rear 
having  reached  Chancellorsville,  as  already  stated, 
General  McLaws,  with  his  three  brigades  and  one 
of  General  Anderson's,  was  ordered  to  reenforce 
General  Wilcox.  He  arrived  at  Salem  Church 
early  in  the  afternoon,  where  he  found  General 
TVilcox  in  line  of  battle,  with  a  large  force  of  the 
enemy,  consisting,  as  was  reported,  of  one  army 
corps  and  part  of  another,  under  Major-General 
Seogiftiek,  m  his  front.  The  brigades  of  Kershaw 
and  Woflbrd  were  placed  on  the  right  of  Wilcox, 
those  of  Semmes  and  Mahone  on  ms  left. 

The  enemy's  artillery  played  vi^rously  upon 
our  position  for  some  time,  when  his  infantir  ad- 
vanced in  three  strong  lines,  the  attack  being 
directed  mainly  against  General  Wilcox,  but  par- 
tially involving  the  brigades  on  his  left.  The 
assault  was  met  with  the  utmost  firmness,  and, 
after  a  fierce  struggle,  the  first  line  was  repulsed 
vrith  great  slaughter.  The  second  then  came  for- 
ward, but  immediately  broke  under  the  close  and 
deadly  fire  which  it  encountered,  and  the  whole 
mass  fled  in  confusion  to  the  rear.  They  were 
pursued  by  the  brigades  of  Wilcox  and  Semmes, 
vrfaich  advanced  nearly  a  mile,  when  they  were 
halted  to  re-form  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy's 
reserve,  which  now  appeared  in  large  force.  It 
being  quite  dark,  General  Wilcox  deemed  it  im- 
prudent to  push  the  attack  with  his  small  num- 
bers, and  retired  to  his  original  position,  the 
enemy  making  no  attempt  to  follow. 
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The  next  morning,  General  Early  advanced 
along  the  telegraph  road,  and  recaptured  Marye's 
and  the  adjacent  tills  without  difficulty,  thus  gain- 
ing the  rear  of  the  enemy's  left.  He  then  pro- 
posed to  General  McLaws  that  a  simultaneous 
attack  should  be  made  by  their  respective  com- 
mands, but  the  latter  officer,  not  deeming  his 
force  adequate  to  assail  the  enemy  in  front,  the 
proposition  was  not  carried  into  effect.  In  the 
mean  time,  the 'enemy  had  so  strengthened  his 
position  neai'  Chancellorsville,  that  it  was  deemed 
inexpedient  to  assail  it  with  less  than  our  whole 
force,  which  could  not  be  concenti*ated  until  we 
were  relieved  from  the  danger  that  menaced  our 
rear.  It  was  accordingly  resolved  still  further  to 
reenforce  the  troops  in  front  of  General  Sedgwick, 
in  order,  if  possible,  to  drive  him  across  the  Rap- 
pahannock. Accordingly,  on  the  fourth.  General 
Anderson  was  directed  to  proceed,  with  his  re- 
maining three  brigades,  to  join  General  McLaws 
—  the  three  divisions  of  Jackson's  corps  holding 
our  position  at  Chancellorsville.  Anderson  reached 
Salem  Church  about  noon,  and  was  directed  to 
gain  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy ^nd  effect  a  junc- 
tion with  Early.  McLaws's  troops  were  disposed 
as  on  the  previous  day,  with  orders  to  hold  the 
enemy  in  iront,  and  to  push  forward  his  right 
brigades  as  soon  as  the  advance  of  Anderson  and 
Early  should  be  perceived,  so  as  to  connect  with 
them  and  complete  the  continuity  of  our  line. 

Some  delay  occurred  in  getting  the  troops  into 
position,  owing  to  the  broken  and  irregular  na- 
ture of  the  ground,  and  the  difHculty  of  ascertain- 
ing the  disposition  of  the  enemy's  forces.  The 
attack  did  not  begin  until  six  P.  M.,  when  Ander- 
son and  Early  moved  forward  and  drove  General 
Sedgwick's  troops  rapidly  before  them  across  the 
plank  road  in  the  direction  of  the  Kappahannock. 
The  speedy  approach  of  darkness  prevented  Gen- 
eral McLaws  irom  perceiving  the  success  of  the 
attack  until  the  enemy  began  to  recross  the  river 
a  short  distance  below  Banks's  Ford,  where  he 
had  laid  one  of  his  pontoon  bridges.  His  right 
brigades,  under  Kershaw  and  Wofford,  advanced 
through  the  woods  in  the  direction  of  the  firing, 
but  the  retreat  was  so  rapid  that  they  could  only 
join  in  the  pursuit.  A  dense  fog  settled  over  the 
field,  increasing  the  obscurity  and  rendering  great 
caution  necessary  to  avoid  collision  between  our 
own  troops.  Their  movements  were  consequently 
slow.  General  Wilcox,  with  Kershaw's  brigade 
and  two  regiments  of  his  own,  accompanied  oy  a 
battery,  proceeded  nearly  to  the  river,,  capturing 
a  number  of  prisoners  and  inflicting  great  damage 
upon  the  enemy.  General  McLaws,  also  directed 
Colonel  Alexander's  artillery  to  fire  upon  the 
locality  of  the  enemy's  bridge,  which  was  done 
with  good  effect.  The  next  morning  it  was  found 
that  General  Sedgwick  had  made  good -his  escape, 
and  removed  his  bridges.  Fredericksburg  was 
also  evacuated,  and  our  rear  no  longer  wreat- 
ened.  But,  as  General  Sedgwick  had  it  in  his 
power  to  recross,  it  was  deemed,  best  to  leave 
General  Early  with  his  division  and  Barksdale's 
brigade  to  hold  our  lines  as  before — McLaws 
and  Anderson  being  directed,  to  return  to  Chan- 
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cellorsyille.  They  reached  their  destination  dur- 
ing the  afternoon,  in  the  midst  of  a  violent  storm, 
which  continued  throughout  the  night  and  most 
of  the  following  day. 

Preparations  were  made  to  assail  the  enemy's 
works  at  daylight  on  the  sixth ;  but,  on  advan- 
cing our  skumishers,  it  was  found  that,  under 
cover  of  the  storm  and  darkness  of  the  night,  he 
had  retreated  over  the  river.  A  detachment  was 
left  to  guard  the  battle-field  while  the  wounded 
were  being  removed  and  the  captured  property 
collected.  The  rest  of  the  army  returned  to  its 
former  position. 

The  particulars  of  these  operations  will  be 
found  in  the  reports  of  the  several  commanding 
officers,  which  are  herewith  transmitted.  They 
will  show  more  fully  than  my  limits  will  sutler 
me  to  do,  the  dangers  and  difficulties  which, 
under  God's  blessing,  were  surmounted  by  the 
fortitude  and  valor  of  our  army.  The  conduct 
of  the  troops  cannot  be  too  highly  praised.  At- 
tacking largely  superior  numbers,  in  strongly 
intrenched  positions,  their  heroic  courage  over- 
came every  obstacle  of  nature  and  art,  and 
achieved  a  triumph  most  honorable  to  our  arms. 
I  commend  to  the  particular  notice  of  the  depart- 
ment the  brave  officers  and  men  mentioned  by 
their  superiors  for  extraordinary  daring  ana 
merit,  whose  names  I  am  unable  to  enumerate 
here.  Among  them  will  be  found  some  who 
have  passed,  by  a  glorious  death,  beyond  the 
reach  of  praise,  but  the  memory  of  whose  virtues 
and  devoted  patriotism  will  ever  be  cherished  by 
their  grateful  countrymen.  The  returns  of  the 
medical  director  will  show  the  extent  of  our  loss, 
which,  from  the  nature  of  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  engagement,  could  not  be  otherwise 
than  severe.  Many  valuable  officers  and  men 
were  killed  or  wounded  in  the  faithful  discharge 
of  duty.  Among  the  former,  Brigadier-General 
Paxton  fell  while  leading  his  brigade,  with  con- 
spicuous courage,  in  the  assault  on  the  enemy's 
works  at  Chancellorsville.  The  gallant  Brigadier- 
General  Nichols  lost  a  leg;  Brigadier-General 
McGowan  was  severely,  and  Brigadier-Generals 
Heth  and  Pender  were  slightly  wounded  in  the 
same  engagement.  The  latter  officer  led  lus 
brigade  to  the  attack  under  a  destructive  fire, 
bearing  the  colors  of  a  regiment  in  his  own  hands, 
up  to  and  over  the  intrenchments,  with  the  most 
distinguished  gallantry.  General  Hoke  received 
.a  painful  wound  in  tne  action  near  Fredericks- 
burg. The  movement  by  which  the  enehiy's  posi- 
tion was  turned,  and  the  fortune  of  the  day  de- 
cided, was  conducted  by  the  lamented  Lieutenant- 
General  Jackson,  who,  as  has  already  been  stated, 
was  severely  wounded  near  the  close  of  the 
•engagement  on  Saturday  evening.  I  do  not 
oropose  here  to  speak  of  the  character  of  this 
illustrious  man  since  removed  from  the  scene  of 
his. eminent  usefulness  by, the  hand  of  an  inscru- 
table but  all-wise  Providence.  I  nevertheless  de- 
sire to  pay  th^  tribute  of  my  admiration  to  the 
matclilcss  energy  and  skill  that  marked  this  last 
act  of  his  life,  forming  as  it  did  a  worthy  conclu- 
aion  of  that  long  series  of  splendid  achievements 


which  won  for  him  the  lasting  love  and  gratitude 
of  his  country.  Major-General  A.  P.  Hill  was 
disabled  soon  after  assuming  command,  but  did 
not  leave  the  field  until  the  arrival  of  Major- 
General  Stuart..  The  latter  officer  ably  dis- 
charged the  difficult  and  responsible  duties,  which 
he  was  thus  unexpectedly  called  to  perform. 
Assuming  the  command  late  in  the  night,  at  the 
close  of  a  fierce  engagement  and  in  the  immediate 
presence  of  the  enemy,  necessarily  ignorant,  in  a 
great  measure,  of  the  disposition  of  the  troops, 
and  of  the  plans  of  those  who  had  preceded  him, 
General  Stuart  exhibited  great  energy,  prompt- 
ness, and  intelligence.  During  the  continuance 
of  the  engagement  the  next  day  he  conducted  the 
operation  on  the  left  with  distinguished  capacity 
and  vigor,  stimulating  and  cheering  the  troops 
by  the  example  of  his  own  coolness  and  daric^. 
while  it  is  impossible  to  mention  all  who  were 
conspicuous  in  the  several  engagements,  it  will  not 
be  considered  an  invidious  distinction  to  say  that 
General  Jackson,  after  he  was  wounded,  in  ex- 
pressing the  satisfaction  he  derived  from  the  con- 
duct of  his  whole  command,  commended  to  my  par- 
ticular attention  the  services  of  Brigadier-General 
(now  Major-General)  Rodes  and  his  gallant  divis- 
ion. Major-General  Early  performed  the  impor- 
tant and  responsible  duty  intrusted  to  him  m  a 
manner  whicn  reflected  credit  upon  himself  and  his 
command.  Major-General  R.  H.  Anderson  was 
also  distin^ished  for  the  promptness,  courage, 
and  skill  with  which  he  and  nis  division  executed 
every  order ;  and  Brigadier-General  (now  Major- 
General)  Wilcox  is  entitled  to  esi)ecial  praise  for 
the  judgment  and  bravery  displayed  in  impeding 
the  advance  of  General  Sedgwick  towards  Chan- 
cellorsville, and  for  the  gallant  and  successful 
stand  at  Salem  Church.  To  the  skilful  and 
efficient  management  of  the  artillery  the  success- 
ful issue  of  the  contest  is  in  great  measure  due. 

The  ground  was  not  favorable  for  its  employ- 
ment, but  every  suitable  position  was  taken  with 
alacrity,  and  the  operations  of  the  infantry  sup- 
ported and  assisted  with  a  spirit  and  courage  not 
second  to  their  own.  It  bore  a  prominent  part  in 
the  final  assault  which  ended  in  arivinc  the  enemy 
from  the  field  at  Chancellorsville,  silencing  his 
batteries,  and,  by  a  destructive  enfilade  fire  upon 
his  works,  onened  the  way  for  the  advance  of  our 
troops.  Colonels  Crutchfield,  Alexander,  and 
Walker,  and  Lieutenant-Colonels  Brown,  Carter, 
and  Andrews,  with  the  officers  and  men  of  their 
commands,  are  mentioned  as  deserving  especial 
commendation.  The  batteries  under  General  Pen- 
dleton also  acted  with  great  gallantry.  The  cav- 
alry of  the  army  at  the  time  of  these  operations 
was  much^  reduced.  To  its  vigilance  and  energy 
we  were  indebted  for  timelv  information  of  the 
enemy's  movements  before  the  battle  and  for  im* 
peding  his  march  to  Chancellorsville.  It  guarded 
both  flanks  of  the  army  during  the  battle  at  that 
place,  and  a  portion  of  it,  as  has  been  already 
stated,  rendered  valuable  service  in  covering  the 
march  of  Jackson  to  the  enemy's  rear.  The  horse 
artillery  accompanied  the  infantry,  and  partici- 
pated, with  credit  to  itself,  in  the  engagement. 
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The  nature  of  the  country  rendered  it  impossible 
for  the  cavaby  to  do  more.  When  the  enemy's 
infantry  passed  the  Rappahannock  at  Kellev's 
Ford,  his  cavalry,  under  General  Stoneman,  also 
crossed  in  large  force,  and  proceeded  through  Cul- 
pcjier  county  towards  Gordonsville,  for  the  pur- 
|)08e  of  cuttmg  the  railroads  to  Richmond.  Gen- 
eral Stuart  had  nothing  to  oppose  to  this  move- 
ment but  two  regiments  of  Brigadier-General 
W.  IL  F.  Lee's  brigade  —  the  Ninth  and  Thir- 
teenth Virginia  cavalry.  General  Lee  fell  back 
before  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy ; 
and,  after  holding  the  railroad  bridge  over  tne 
Kapidan  during  the  first  of  May,  burned  the 
bridge  and  retired  to  Gordons  ville  at  night.  The 
enemy  avoided  Gordon8\ille,  and  reached  Louisa 
Court-House,  on  the  Central  railroad,  which  he 
proceeded  to  break  up.  Dividing  his  force,  a  part 
of  it  also  cut  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg 
railroad,  and  a  part  proceeded  to  Columbia,  on 
tlic  James  River  and  Kanawha  Canal,  with  the 
design  of  destroying  the  aqueduct  at  that  place. 
The  small  command  of  General  Lee  exerted  itself 
vigorously  to  defeat  this  purpose.  The  damage 
done  to  the  railroads  was  small  and  soon  re- 
paired, and  the  canal  was  saved  from  injury. 
The  details  of  his  operations  will  be  found  in  the 
accompanying  memorandum,  and  are  creditable 
to  officers  and  men.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  in 
the  batde  of  Chancellorsville  and  the  other  en- 
gagements was  severe,  llis  dead  and  a  large 
number  of  wounded  were  left  on  the  field.  About 
five  thousand  prisoners,  exclusive  of  the  wounded, 
were  taken,  and  thirteen  pieces  of  artillery.  Nine- 
teen thousand  five  hundred  stand  of  arms,  seven- 
teen colors,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition, 
fell  into  our  hands. 

To  the  members  of  mv  staff  I  am  gready  in- 
debted for  assistance  in  ooserving  the  movements 
of    the  enemy,  posting   troops,  and  conveying 
orders.     On  so  extended  and  varied  a  field  all 
were  called  into  requisition,  and  all  evinced  the 
greatest  energy  ana  zeaL    The  medical  director 
of  the  army.  Surgeon  Guild,  with  the  oflicers  of 
his  department,  were  untiring  in  their  attention  to 
the  wounded.    Lieutenant-Colonel  Corley,  chief 
quartermaster,  took  charge  of  the  disposition  and 
safety   of  the  trains  of  the  army.    Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cole,  chief  commissary  of  its  subsistence, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baldwin,  chief  of  ord- 
nance, was  everywhere  on  the  field,  attending  to 
the  wants  of  his  department    General  Chilton, 
chief  of  staff,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Murray,  Major 
Peyton,  and  Captain  Young,  of  the  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  Generars  department,  were  acdve   in 
Keeing  to  the  execution  of  orders.    Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Smith    and  Captain   Johnston,  of  the 
engineers,  in  reconnoitring  the  enemy  and  con- 
structing batteries;    Colonel  Long,    in    posting 
troops    and  artillery ;    Majors  Taylor,    Talcott, 
Marshall,   and    Venable    were    engaged    ni^ht 
and   day  in  watching  the  operations,  carrying 
ordersi  &c. 

Respectfully  Bubmitted» 

R.  R  Lee, 

General. 


REPORT   OP  MAJOR-GENERAL  STUART. 

Headquartbrs  Secokd  Corps,  Army  of  ( 
Northern  Virginia,  May  6,  1863.    S 

Brigadier- Oeneral  B.  H.  Chilton,  A,  A,  a,nd  L 
G.,  Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  in  ad- 
vance of  a  detailed  report,  the  following  narmtive 
of  events  connected  with  die  batde  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, Mav  second,  and  of  Chancellorsville,  May 
third,  ana  events  following : 

This  corps,  under  its  immortal  leader,  Lieuten- 
ant-General Jackson,  attacked  the  enemy  on  his 
right,  turning  his  right  flank  by  the  turnpike  road 
at  Mebie  Chancellor's,  two  nules  above  Chancel- 
lorsville, making  the  attack  late  in  the  evening, 
after  an  arduous  and  necessarily  circuitous  march 
from  the  plank  road,  two  miles  below  Chancel- 
lorsville. The  enemy  had  a  fine  position,  and  if 
dme  had  been  given  him  to  recover  from  his  first 
surprise,  and  mass  troops  on  that  front,  it  would 
have*  been  a  difficult  task  to  dislodge  them ;  but 
Jackson's  entire  corps,  both  when  marching  and 
when  in  position,  had  been  purposely  screened 
from  view  by  the  cavalry  of  Fitz  Lee's  brigade  — 
an  important  duty,  which  he  performed  with  great 
skill  and  address.  The  attack  \ras  thus,  in  a 
measure,  a  surprise.  The  enemy's  line  of  in- 
trenchments  was  carried,  and  his  legions  driven 
in  confusion  from  the  field.  It  was  already  dark 
when  I  sought  General  Jackson,  and  proposed,  as 
there  appeared  nothing  else  fur  me  to  do,  to  take 
some  cavalry  and  infantry  over  and  hold  the  Ely's 
Ford.  He  anproved'the  proposition,  and  I  had 
already  gainea  the  heights  overlooking  the  ford, 
where  was  a  large  number  of  camp-fires,  when 
Captain  Adams,  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  staff, 
reached  me  post  haste,  and  informed  me  of  the 
sad  calamides  which  for  the  time  deprived  the 
troops  of  the  leadership  of  both  Jackson  and  Hill, 
and  the  urgent  demand  for  me  to  come  and  take 
command  as  quickly  as  possible.  I  rode  with  ra- 
pidity back  five  miles,  determined  to  press  the 
pursuit  already  so  gloriously  begun.  General 
Jackson  had  gone  to  the  rear,  but  General  A.  P. 
Hill  was  sdll  on  the  ground,  and  formally  turned 
over  the  command  to  me.  I  sent  also  a  staff  offi- 
cer to  General  Jackson,  to  inform  him  that  I 
would  cheerfully  carrv  out  an^  instructions  he 
would  fid ve,  and  proceeded  immediately  to  the  front, 
which  I  reachea  at  ten  P.  M.  I  found,  upon  reach- 
ing it,  A.  P.  Hill's  division  in  front,  under  Heth, 
with  Lane's,  McGowan's,  Archer's,  and  Heth's 
brigades  on  the  right  of  the  road,  within  half  a 
mile  of  Chancellorsville,  near  the  apex  of  the 
ridge,  and  Pender's  and  Thomas's  on  the  left  I 
found  that  the  enemy  had  made  an  attack  on  our 
right  flank,  but  were  repulsed.  The  fact,  how- 
ever, that  the  attack  was  made,  and  at  m'ght, 
made  me  apprehensive  of  a  repetition  of  it,  and 
necessitated  throwing  back  the  right  wing  so  as 
to  meet  it.  I  was  also  informed  that  there  was 
much  confusion  on  the  right,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  some  troops  mistook  niends  for  the  enemy, 
and  fired  upon  them.  Knowing  that  an  advance 
under  such  circumstances  would  be  extremely 
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hazardous,  much  against  my  inclination,  I  felt 
bound  to  wait  for  daylight  General  Jackson  had 
also  sent  me  word  to  use  my  own  discretion. 
The  commanding  General  was  with  the  right  wing 
of  the  army,  with  which  I  had  no  communication, 
except  by  a  very  circuitous  and  uncertain  route. 
I  nevertheless  sent  a  despatch  to  inform  him  of 
the  state  of  afiairs,  and  rode  around  the  lines, 
restoring  order,  imposing  silence,  and  making 
arrangements  for  the  attack  early  next  day.  I 
sent  Colonel  £.  P.  Alexander,  senior  officer  of 
artillery,  to  select  and  occupy  with  artillery  posi- 
tions along  the  line  bearing  upon  the  enemy's  po- 
sition, witn  which  duty  he  was  engaged  all  night 
At  early  dawn  Trimble's  division  composed  the 
second  une,  and  Rodes's  division  the  third.  The 
latter  had  his  rations  on  the  spot,  and  as  his  men 
were  entirely  without  food,  was  extremely  anxious 
to  issue.  I  was  disposed  to  wait  a  short  time  for 
this  purpose ;  but  when,  as  preliminary  to  an  at- 
tack, I  ordered  the  right  of  the  first  line  to  swing 
around,  and  come  perpendicular  to  the  road,  the 
order  was  misunderstood  for  an  order  to  attack, 
and  that  part  of  the  line  became  engaged.  I  or- 
dered the  whole  line  to  advance,  and  the  second 
and  third  lines  to  follow.  As  the  sun  lifted  the 
mist  that  shrouded  the  field,  it  was  discovered 
that  the  ridge  on  the  extreme  right  was  a  fine 
position  for  concentrating  artillery.  I  immedi- 
ately ordered' thirty  pieces  to  that  point,  and  under 
the  happ^  efiects  of  the  battalion  system,  it  was 
done  quckly.  The  effect  of  this  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  batteries  was  superb.  In  the  mean  time 
the  enemy  was  pressing  our  left  with  infantry,  and 
all  the  reenforcements  I  could  obtain  were  sent 
there.  Colquitt's  brigade,  of  Trimble's  division, 
or(^red  first  to  the  right,  was  directed  to  the  left 
to  support  Pender.  Iverson's  brigade,  of  the  sec- 
ond Ime,  was  also  engaged  there,  and  the  three 
lines  were  more  or  less  merged  into  one  line  of 
battle,  and  reported  hard  pressed.  Urgent  re- 
quests were  sent  for  reenforcements,  and  notices 
tnat  the  troops  were  out  of  ammunition,  &c.  I 
ordered  that  tne  ground  must  be  held  at  aU  haz- 
ards ;  if  necessary,  with  the  bayonet  About  this 
time,  also,  our  right  connected  with  Anderson's 
left,  relieving  all  anxiety  on  that  subject  I  was 
now  anxious  to  mass  infantry  on  the  left,  to  push 
the  enemy  there,  and  sent  every  available  regiment 
to  that  point  About  eight  o'clock  A.  M.  the  works 
of  the  enemy  directly  in  front  of  our  right  were 
stormed ;  but  the  enemy's  forces  retiring  from  the 
line  facing  Anderson,  which  our  batteries  enfi- 
laded, caused  our  troops  to  abandon  these  works, 
the  enemy  coming  in  their  rear.  It  was  stormed 
a  second  time,  when  I  discovered  the  enemy  mak- 
ing a  flank  movement  to  the  left  of  the  road  for 
the  purpose  of  dislodging  our  forces,  and  has- 
tened to  change  the  front  of  a  portion  of  our  line 
to  meet  this  attack ;  but  the  shortness  of  the  time 
and  the  deafening  roar  of  artillery  prevented  the 
execution  of  this  movement,  and  our  line  again 
retired.  The  third  time  it  was  taken,  I  made  dis- 
position of  a  portion  of  Ramseur's  brigade  to  pro- 
tect the  left  nank.  Artillery  was  pushed  forward 
to  th*"  ^^hooters  were  posted  in  a  house 


in  advance,  and  in  a  few  moments  Chancellorsville 
was  ours,  ^ten  o'clock  a.  m.)  The  enemy  retired 
towards  Ely's  Ford,  the  road  to  United  States 
Ford  branching  one  half  mile  west  of  Chanccl- 
lorsville.  In  this  hotly-contested  battle  the  ene- 
my had  strong  works  on  each  side  of  the  road, 
those  on  the  commanding  ridge  being  heavily  de- 
fended by  artillery.  The  night,  also,  had  given 
him  time  to  mass  his  troops  to  meet  this  attack ; 
but  the  desperate  valor  of  Jackson's  corps  over- 
came every  obstacle,  and  drove  the  enemy  to  his 
new  line  of  defence,  which  his  engineers  had  con- 
structed in  his  rear,  ready  for  occupation,  at  the 
intersection  of  the  Ely's  Ford  and  United  States 
Ford  roads.  General  Anderson's  division  of  the 
right  wing  arrived  upon  the  field,  comparatively 
fresh.  I  set  about  re-forming  my  command,  with 
a  view  to  a  renewal  of  the  attack,  when  the  com- 
manding General  received  intelligence  that  the 
enemy  had  crossed  at  Fredericksburg,  and  taken 
Marye's  hill.  An  Aid-de-camp  of  General  Sedg- 
wick, captured  by  Colonel  Wickham's  regiment 
on  the  right,  near  fianks's  Ford,  reported  two 
corps,  under  command  of  Sedgwick.  The  com- 
manding General  decided  to  hold  Hooker,  beaten 
as  he  was,  in  his  works,  with  Jackson's  corps,  and 
detach  enough  of  other  forces  to  turn  on  Sedg- 
wick. The  success  of  this  strategy  enabled  him 
again  to  concentrate,  to  force  Hooker's  position ; 
and  arrangements  were  made  for  attack  with  this 
corps  on  the  morning  of  the  sixth,  (Wednesday ;) 
but  before  it  was  begun  our  skirmishers  found 
the  enemy's  works  abandoned,  and,  pressing  for- 
ward to  the  river,  captured  many  prisoners.  The 
enemy  had  another  work  two  mdes  in  rear  of  the 
other,  which  was  also  abandoned.  This  region  of 
country  is  known  as  "  The  Wildemesa."  Rapid 
pursuit  in  such  a  country  is  an  impossibility, 
where  the  enemy  tpkes  care  to  leave  his  trains  be- 
yond the  Rappahannock,  and  avails  himself,  as 
ne  does,  of  the  appliances  of  art,  labor,  and  nat- 
ural obstacles  to  delay  his  pursuers.  In  this  bat- 
tle, in  which  the  enemy's  main  force  was  attacked 
in  chosen  positions,  he  was  driven  entirely  from 
the  field,  and  finally  fled  across  the  river.'  Our 
troops  behaved  with  the  greatest  heroism. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding 
General  to  the  fact  that  I  was  called  to  the  com- 
mand at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  battle-field, 
of  the  corps  cParmie  led  so  long  by  the  immortal 
Jackson,  m  the  midst  of  a  night  attack  made  hj 
the  enem^,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  ground, 
the  position  of  our  forces,  or  the  plans  thus  far 
pursued,  and  without  an  officer  left  in  the  corps 
above  the  rank  of  Brigadier-GeneraL  Under 
these  disadvantages  the  attack  was  renewed  the 
next  morning,  and  prosecuted  to  a  successful 
issue.  Major -General  A.  P.  Hill,  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  wounded  soon  after  the  com- 
mand devolved  upon  him,  remained  near  the  field 
next  day  notwithstanding  his  wound,  for  which 
I  was  very  ^teful,  for  circumstanoes  might  hare 
arisen  making  his  presence  necessary. 

To  the  generals  of  divisions  and  brigades  I  feel 
greatly  indebted  for  the  hearty  cooperation,  zeal, 
and  support  accorded  to  me  by  all  to  the  fullest 
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exf<^nt  of  their  ability.  The  field  officers  and 
others  I  hope  to  particularize  hereafter  in  a  de- 
tailed report,  when  the  data  is  collected,  as  well  as 
mention  specially  the  various  officers  serving  on 
iny  staff  v.ith  nmrked  distinction  during  the  day. 

I  labored  under  great  disadvantages  in  having 
none  of  General  Jackson's  staff  with  me  until  after 
the  action  began,  and  then  only  Major  A.  S.  Pen- 
dleton, who,  however,  behaved  with  great  heroism 
and  efficiency  when  he  did  join  me. 

Our  losses  were  heavy;  the  enemy's  heavier. 
In  Sunday's  battle  Brigadier-Generals  Ramseur, 
Heth,  and  McGowan  were  wounded,  and  Paxton 
killed.  Heth  and  Ramseur,  though  painfully 
wounded,  persisted  in  retaining  command  to  the 
close  of  the  fight  Their  heroic  conduct  will  be 
specially  mentioned  in  the  report  proper.  The 
casualties  of  the  corps  I  have  not  tne  means  of 
knowing,  as,  before  the  returns  were  completed,  I 
relinquished  the  command  to  Migor-General  A. 
P.  Hill,  in  pursuance  to  the  orders  of  the  com- 
manding General ;  but  the  division  and  brigade 
commanders  were  ordered  to  submit,  through  me, 
their  reports  of  the  battle  of  Chancellorsvule. 

The  cavalr}'  was  well  managed  by  Brigadier- 
General  Fitz  Lee,  who  seized  Ely's  Ford,  and 
held  the  road  to  within  two  miles  of  Chancellors- 
ville,  driving  the  enemy's  cavalry  from  the  former 
place.  His  men,  without  rations  or  forage,  dis- 
played a  heroism  rarely  met  with  under  any  cir- 
cumstances ;  and,  guarmng  the  two  flanks,  accom- 
plished an  indispensable  part  of  the  great  success 
which  God  vouchsafed  to  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

M^or-General,  commandliig. 

BEFOBT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  A.  P.  HILL. 

Headquarters  Seco^io  Army  Corps,  > 

May  8,  lb03.     | 

Major  W.  H,  Taylor,  A.  A,  (?.  ; 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing very  imperfect  sketch  of  our  operations 
from  the  time  we  left  Fredericksburg  to  the  re- 
cro.^sing  of  the  Rappahannock  by  the  enemy. 
The  corps  of  General  Jackson,  save  Early's  divis- 
ion, leA  our  lines  at  Hamilton's  Crossing  at  dawn 
Oft  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  first  of  May. 
Hodes's  di\'ision,  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  and  Trim- 
ble\  division,  under  Colston,  arriving  within  four 
miles  of  Chancellorsville,  line  of  battle  was 
formed — Rodes  in  advance.  Hill  supporting,  and 
Colston  in  reserve.  The  enemy  were  then  rapidly 
pushed  back  into  Chancellorsville.  Saturday 
morning  Rodes*s,  Colston's,  and  Hill's  divisions 
were  led  by  General  Jackson  on  the  enemy's 
flank  and  rear,  crossing  the  two  plank  roads,  and 
coming  into  the  turnpike;  the  artillery  of  the 
corps,  under  Colonel  Crutchfield,  accompanying. 
The  attack  was  made  about  six  P.  M.  —  Hodes's 
division  and  some  artiller)*  ip  advance ;  Colston 
and  Hill  supporting.  The  attack  of  Rodes  was 
made  with  ^reat  energy.  The  enemy  were  driven 
for  three  miles,  and  into  his  works  at  Chancellors- 
villci  with  the  loss  of  ten  pieces  of  artillery  and 
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many  prisoners.  This  was  about  nine  P.  M?,  and 
General  Jackson  directed  General  Hill  to  take 
charge  of  the  pursuit  Whilst  Lane's  brigade 
was  forming  its  lines  for  advancing  and  throwing 
out  his  skirmishers  General  Jackson  was  wounded. 
The  enemy  then  made  an  attempt  to  retake  their 
rifle-pits  immediatelv  fronting  Chancellorsville, 
but  were  handsomely  driven  back  by  Colonel 
Mallory,  Fifty-fifth  Vurginia,  Heth's  brigade.  The 
enemy  during  this  time  had  concentrated  a  most 
terrible  fire, of  artillery  on  the  head  of  Hill's  divis- 
ioa  firom  thirty-two  pieces  of  artiller}'.  General 
Hill  was  disabled  during  this  fire.  General 
Stuart  was  sent  for,  and  the  command  of  the 
corps  turned  over  to  him. 

It  was  thought  best,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, not  to  push  the  pursuit  any  fiirther  that 
night  Next  morning  all  the  artillery  which  could 
be  put  in  position  having  been  brought  up,  the 
infantry  in  three  lines,  —  Colstqn,  Hill,  (now 
Heth's,)  and  Rodes,  —  General  Stuart  renewed 
the  attack  about  dawn.  The  enemy  were  gallantly 
charged.  The  combat  was  furious.  Colston's 
division  having  become  somewhat  broken  and 
disordered,  Heth  took  the  advance  —  Archer  on 
the  extreme  right,  endeavoring  to  connect  with 
Anderson,  and  Pender,  with  two  brigades  of  this 
division,  on  the  left  of  the  road.  The  enemy 
were  again  charged,  and  twice  were  his  works 
taken  and  twice  relinquished.  Rodes's  division 
came  up  to  the  support ;  and  after  some  tremen- 
dous fighting  —  all  tnree  divisions  being  engaged 
—  the  enemy  were  driven  out,  and  his  works  oc- 
cupied about  ten  o'clock.  Archer's  brigade  cap- 
tured four  guns ;  and  Brigadier-General  William 
Hays  was  captured  by  Pender's  brigade.  Ram-  , 
seur's  brigade,  under  his  gallant  leadership,  was 
conspicuous  throughout  the  three  days'  fighting. 

Our  lines  were  again  formed,  covenng  the 
roads  leading  to  the  United  States  Ford.  Pen- 
der, with  four  brigades  on  the  left,  Rodes  in  the 
centre,  and  Colston,  with  three  brigades  on  the 
right ;  Heth,  with  three  brigades,  was  sent  to  re- 
lieve Anderson.  We  held  this  position  during 
Sunday  and  Monday,  whilst  Anoerson  and  Mc- 
Laws  were  detached  to  drive  back  General  Sedg- 
wick. Several  advances  of  the  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers were  repulsed ;  and  he  occasionally  opened  a 
heavy  fire  of  artillery.  Sedgwick  having  been 
demolished,  the  enemy  recrossed  on  Tuesday 
night. 

Major-General  Stuart  is  deserving  of  great  com- 
mendation for  his  admirable  management  of  the 
troops.  Called  suddenly,  late  at  night,  to  a  new 
sphere  of  action,  and  entirely  ignorant  of  the  posi- 
tion of  the  brigades,  with  indomitable  energy  he 
surmounted  all  difficulties  and  achieved  a  glorious 
result  Brigadier-General  Rodes  disdnguished 
himself  much,  and  won  a  proud  name  for  himself 
and  his  division.  Generals  Heth,  Pender,  and 
Ramseur  contributed  greatly  to  the  success  of 
our  arms.  Much  is  due  the  artillery.  Colonels 
Crutchfield,  Brown,  Walker,  and  Alexander  de- 
serve special  mentioir.  Respectfully, 

A.  P.  Hill, 

HiOor-Geiioral. 
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REPORT   OF    MAJOR-GENERAL   ANDERSOK. 

Headquarters  Anderson's  Division,  ) 
Near  FeedericksburOi  Va.,  Jane  6, 1663.     ( 

Brigadier'General   B9  E.    Chilton,    Assistant- 

Ac(futant  and  Inspector- Oeneral,  and  Chief  of 

Staff,  A,  N.  V.  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  division 
under  my  command  during  the  lat^  engagements 
along  the  Rappahannock : 

Before  the  twenty-ninth  of  April  the  brigades 
were  posted  as  follows  :  Mahone's  and  Posey's  at 
United  States  Ford,  Wilcox's  at  Banks's  Ford, 
Ferry's  near  the  old  mine  road,  about  three  miles 
west  of  Fredericksburg,  and  Wright's  at  Massa- 
ponax  Church. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  April, 
when  the  enemy  crossed  the  river  at  th^  mouth 
of  Deep  Run,  Wrij?ht's  brigade  was  brought  up 
from  Massaponax  Church,  and  pl&ced  to  Uie  leu 
and  rear  of  Major-General  Early's  position. 
Later  in  the  day  it  was  ordered  to  take  post  near 
Periy's  brigade,  and  at  dark  the  latter  was  moved 
to  the  river  to  relieve  such  of  the  troops  of  Mc- 
Laws's  division  as  were  on  duty  above  Fredericks- 
burg and  opposite  Falmouth.  About  nine  o'clock 
p.  M.,  the  same  day,  I  received  orders  from  the 
commanding  General  to  repair  to  Chancellorsville, 
and  to  make  such  a  disposition  of  the  two  brigades 
(Mahone's  and  Posey  s)  which  had  been  posted 
at  United  States  Ford,  a9  to  check  the  aavance 
of  the  enemy  who  had  crossed  the  Rappahannock 
at  the  fords  above  the  Rapidan,  and  were  ap- 
proaching Ely's  and  Germana  Fords  on  the  latter 
.  river.  I  proceededTto  obey  these  directions,  and 
ordered  Brigadier-General  Wright  to  move  his 
brigade  to  Chancellorsville.  Upon  arriving  at 
Chancellorsville  at  midnight,  I  found  that  Briga- 
dier-General Mahone  had  already  occupied  that 
place  with  the  troops  from  the  United  States 
Ford,  having  left  a  regiment  from  his  own  and 
five  companies  of  the  ^inth  Mississippi  regiment 
from  Posey's  brigade,  to  hold  the  ford  as  long  as 
possible.  I  learned  also  that  the  enemy  nad 
crossed  the  Rapidan  at  Ely's  and  Germana  Fords, 
capturing,  after  a  very  oostinate  resistance,  the 
greater  part  of  a  working  party  and  picket  which 
had  been  stationed  at  the  latter  place.  After 
consultation  with  Brigadier-Generals  Mahone  and 
Posey,  and  an  examination  of  the  position  at 
Chancellorsville,  I  decided  upon  falling  back  from 
that  place  to  the  point  on  the  plank  road  at 
which  the  old  mine  road  crosses  it ;  and  this  was 
done  early  on  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth  of 
April  —  Wright's  brigade,  which  had  arrived  at 
daylight,  and  the  force  which  had  been  left  at 
United  States  Ford,  being  withdrawn  at  the  same 
time.  Wright's  and  Posey's  brigades  retired 
from  Chancellorsville  by  the  plank  road  and 
Mahone's  by  the  old  turnpike.  Whilst  they 
were  moving  off,  and  before  the  pickets  had  been 
called  in,  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy,  under  cover 
of  fog  and  rain,  dashed  upon  the  picket  on  the 
Ely's  Ford  road,  and  captui*ed  a  part  of  one 
company.    They  subsequently  attached  the  rear 


guard  of  Mahone's  brigade,  but  were  so  effectual- 
ly repulsed  that  we  were  no  further  annoyed  by 
them  during  the  movement  Upon  arriving  at 
the  intersection  of  the  old  mine  and  plank  roads, 
I  met  Colonel  W.  P.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  army 
Northern  Virginia,  and  Captain  Johnston,  of  the 
engineer  corps,  who  had  been  sent  by  the  com- 
manding General  to  examine  the  position  and 
establish  the  Hne  of  intrenchments.  The  work 
of  intrenching  was  commenced  immediately  after 
the  line  had  been  selected,  and  was  continued 
with  great  diligence  and  activity  throughout  that 
day,  the  night  following,  and  the  early  part  of  the 
next  morning.  During  the  day  there  w^ere  occa- 
sional skirmishes  with  the  enemy's  cavalry  who 
had  followed  from  Chancellorsville.  In  the  after- 
noon. Colonel  Owens,  commanding  the  Third 
regiment  Virginia  cavalrj',  joined  me  with  his 
regiment,  and  threw  out  pickets  to  the  front  and 
upon  each  flank. 

A  little  before  sunrise  on  the  first  of  May, 
Major-General  McLaws  having  come  up  with  his 
division,  strengthened  the  force  immediately  in 
front,  and  secured  our  right  flank  by  occupying 
the  trenches  along  Motte  Run.  At  eight  o'clock 
A.  M.,  Lieutenant-General  Jackson  arrived.  By 
his  orders  the  work  on  the  trenches  was  discon- 
tinued, and  the  troops  were  put  in  readiness  for 
an  advance.  Wilcox's  and  Perry's  brigades, 
which  had  been  left  above  Fredericksburg,  being 
at  the  same  time  ordered  to  join  their  division. 
The  advance  commenced  at  eleven  o'clock  a.  m. 
Mahone's  brigade  with  Jordan's  battery  of  Alex- 
der's  battalion  leading  the  movement  on  the  old 
turnpike,  and  Wright's  and  Posey's  brigades, 
with  the  other  batteries  of  Alexander's  battalion, 
leading  on  the  plank  road.  Colonel  Owens'a 
regiment  of  cavalry  was  employed  in  reconnoi- 
tring these  roads  and  others  cuverging  from  them. 
When  the  troops  on  the  plank  road  had  advanced 
about  two  miles,  the  enemy  was  discovered  in 
considerable  force.  They  opened  on  us  with  ar- 
tillery, and  seemed  determined  to  resist  our  fur- 
ther progress.  Brigadier-General  Wright  was 
directed  to  follow,  with  his  brigade,  the  line  of  the 
unfinished  Fredericksburg  and  Gordonsville  rail- 
road, to  threaten  their  right,  and  to  compel  them 
to  fall  back.  This  was  executed  with  spirit  and 
rapidity,  and  the  enemy  fell  back  with  precij)ita- 
tion  before  our  advance,  which  was  resumed  scon 
afterwards.  General  Wright  continued  to  folUnv 
the  line  of  the  railroad  without  opposition  until 
he  arrived  at  the  Catharine  or  Vl^Uford's  fur- 
nace, where  he  had  a  sharp  encounter  with  n 
superior  force  of  the  enemy.  Darkness  put  a 
stop  to  this  conflict  without  any  decided  results 
having  been  attained,  and  at  ten  o'clock  at  night, 
in  obedience  to  orders  fi:om  Lieutenant-General 
Jackson,  he  returned  to  the  plank  road,  along 
which  Posey's  brigade  had,  in  ttie  mean  time,  ad- 
vanced to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  enemy's 
intrenchments  around  Chancellorsville.  Mahone's 
brigade,  in  like  manner,  fought  its  way  along  the 
old  turnpike*  to  apoint  about  one  mile  from 
Chancellorsville.  Wilcox's  and  Perry's  brijjades, 
,  in  coming  up  from  Fredericksburg,  had  been  di- 
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jvcted  to  follow  the  old  turnpike,  and  during  the 
afternoon  had  cooperated  witn  McLaws's  division. 

A  little  before  daylight,  on  the  second  of  May, 
Wilcox's  brigade  was  ordered  to  resume  the  pofti- 
tion  at  Bank's  Ford  from  which  it  had  been  with- 
drawn. 

The  night  of  the  first  and  morning  of  the  sec- 
ond of  May  passed  quickly.  At  seven  o'clock 
A.  M.,  Posey's  brigade  moved  a  little  to  the  rear  of 
the  line  of  battle,  having  been  relieved  by  that  of 
Brigadier-General  Thomas. 

When  Licutenant-Oeneral  Jackson's  command 
moved  against  the  enemy's  right,  the  position  im- 
mediately on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  which  had 
been  held  by  a  part  of  his  troops,  was  taken  by 
Wright's  brigade.  At  midday  the  enemy  ap- 
peared in  some  force  at  the  furnace.  Posey's 
origade  was  sent  to  dislodge  him,  and  was  soon 
engaged  in  a  warm  skirmish  with  him.  The  in- 
creasing numbers  of  the  enemy  made  it  necessary 
to  move  Wright's  brigade  to  the  support  of  Posey's, 
and  Mahone^s  was  at  the  same  time  moved  over 
from  the  old  turnpike  to  the  position  just  left  by 
Wright's.  Posey  s  brigade  gallantly  maintained 
its  position  against  great  odds,  and  checked  the 
further  advance  of  tne  enemy.     Perrv's  brigade 

d'oined  me  at  dark.  During  the  nignt,  Posey's 
rigade  constructed  a  line  of  breastworks. 

At  daylight,  on  the  third,  Perry'sT  brigade  was 
directed  to  gain  the  Catharpin  road,  tind  move 
towards  the  furnace.  At  sunrise,  when  it  was 
supposed  that  General  Perry  had  time  to  reach  the 
vicinity  of  the  furnace.  General  Posey's  skirmish- 
ers were  pushed  forward  towards  it,  and  it  was 
discovered  that  the  enemy  had  retired. 

Soon  afterwards,  in  obedience  to  the  directions 
of  the  commanding  General,  my  whole  force  was 
advanced  towards  Chancellorsville.  Mahone's 
brigade  having  its  right  on  the  plank  road,  and 
Wright's,  Posey's,  ana  Perry's  successfully  form- 
ing a  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of,  and  nearly  per- 
pendicular to,  that  portion  of  the  plank  road  be- 
tween us  and  Chancellorsville.  The  troops  pressed 
forward  with  spirited  impetuosity,  and  with  as 
much  rapidity  as  was  permitted  by  the  dense 
thickets  and  tangled  abatis  through  which  they 
were  obliged  to  force  their  way.  After  a  short 
and  sharp  encounter  they  drove  the  enemy  from 
his  intrenchments.  Wright's  brigade  was  the 
first  to  reach  Chancellorsville,  at  which  place  it 
captured  a  large  number  of  prisoners.  The  other 
brigades  coming  up  immediately  afterwards,  the 
division  was  placed  in  line  along  the  old  turnpike 
to  the  east  of  Chancellorsville.  A  little  after  mid- 
day Mahone's  brigade  was  detached,  by  order  of 
the  commanding  General,  to  operate  ^ith  Mc- 
Laws's  division  against  the  enemy,  who  were  then 
reported  to  be  moving  from  Fredericksburg  up 
the  plank  road.  At  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon I  proceeded,  in  obedience  to  instructions, 
with  Wright's,  Perry's,  and  Posey's  brigades,  to 
the  river  road,  below  United  States  Ford,  to 
watch  that  road,  and  to  threaten  the  enemy's  com- 
munications and  his  line  of  retreat  from  Chancel- 
lorsville. Major  Hardaway,  with  fourteen  pieces 
of  rifle  artillery,  was  attached  to  my  command. 


Upon  arriving  at  the  river  road  I  found  the  en- 
emy strongly  posted  on  Mine  Run ;  and  when  I 
had  completed  a  reconnoissance  of  his  position  it 
was  too  late  to  effect  anything  that  evening.  Cap- 
tain Johnston,  of  the  engineer  corps,  who  accom- 
panied me,  having  discovered  large  parks  of  the 
enemy's  wagons,  and  the  cam])s  of  some  of  his 
troops,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Major 
Hardaway  was  directed  to  post  his  guns  at  day- 
break on  the  fourth  at  a  point  indicated  by  Cap- 
tain Johnston,  and  to  open  a  hot  fire  upon  the 
parks  and  .camps.  This  was  executed  as  directed, 
and  I  believe  with  good  efiect  Soon  afterwards 
our  skirmishers  were  pushed  forward,  with  orders 
to  drive  back  those  of^  the  enemy,  and  to  discover 
his  position  and  strength.  This  was  accomplished 
without  delay,  the  enemy  being  found  in  force, 
fortifying  a  mgh  ridge  between  Mine  Kun  and 
the  road  connecting  United  States  Ford  and 
Chancellorsville.  Just  at  this  time  I  received 
orders  to  march  with  my  division  towards  Fred- 
ericksburg, and  report  to  Major  General  McLaws, 
at  Salem  Church,  on  the  plank  road,  being  re-, 
lieved  from  duty  at  this  point  by  General  Heth's 
command.  I  arrived  at  Salem  Church  with  my 
command  at  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  reported,  as 
directed,  to  Major-General  McLaws.  At  twelve 
o'clock  M.,  in  -obedience  to  the  directions  of  the 
commanding  General,  my  division  was  placed  in 
line  of  battle  on.  the  left  of  Major-General  Ear- 
ly's, which  was  occupying  Marye's  hill  and  the 
heights  extending  west  from  Fredericksburg. 
The  general  direction  of  the  enemy's  line  was 
parallel  with  the  plank  road.  At  six  o'clock  P.  M., 
the  signal  to  advance  being  given,  Early's  division 
and  my  own  marched  rapidly  upon  the  enemy's 
position,  and  drove  him  from  it  without  much 
trouble,  meeting  with  but  slight  resistance. 
Wright's  brigade  advanced  with  great  intrepidity 
across  a  wheat  field,  under  a  hot  fire  of  grape, 
and  drove  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  from  its 
position.  The  enemy  retreated  towards  Banks's 
Ford,  and  was  followed  closely  as  long  as  there 
was  light  enough  to  continue  the  pursuit.  At 
daylight  on  the  fifth,  reconnoitring  parties  dis- 
covered that  he  had  disappeared  urom  our  side 
of  the  river.  At  four  o'clock  P.  M.  I  received  or- 
ders to  return  with  my  command  to  the  vicinity 
of  Chancellorsville;  and  at  dark  I  halted  the 
head  of  the  column  one  mile  from  that  place ; 
Wilcox's  and  Wright's  brigades  lying  in  bivouac 
on  the  Catharine  road,  Mahone's,  Perry's,  and 
Posey's  on  the  plank  road.  At  eight  o'clock  A.  M., 
on  the  sixth,  the  division  was  moved  forward  to 
a  position  at  the  junction  of  the  Ely's  Ford  and 
United  States  Ford  roads.  At  eleven  o'clock  a.  m., 
in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding 
General,  I  marched  towards  Fredericksburg,  and 
in  the  afternoon  returned  to  the  position  which 
had  been  occupied  by  the  division  previous  to 
these  operations.  Wilcox's  and  Mahone's  bri- 
gaded, after  being  detached  from  my  command, 
participated  in  the  fight  at  Sa(lem  Church.  I  can- 
not too  highly  commend  the  gallant  conduct  of 
the  division  which  I  had  the  honor  and  good 
fortune  to  command.    Where  all  performed  their 
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duty  with  so  much  zeal  and  courage  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  make  a  distincdon^Dut  Brigadier- 
General  Posey,  and  his  brave,  untiring,  persever- 
ing Mississippians,  seem  to  me  to  deserve  especial 
notice.  Their  steadiness  at  the  furnace,  on  Sat- 
urday evening,  when  pressed  by  greatly  superior 
numbers,  saved  our  army  from  great  peril,  whilst 
their  chivalrous  charge  upon  the  trenches  on  Sun- 
day, contributed  largely  to  the  successes  of  that 
day.  After  three  days  and  nights  of  incessant 
occupation,  Saturday  night  was  again  passed  by 
them  in  hard  work  upon  intrenchments  in  front 
of  the  furnace,  whilst  the  others  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  take  some  rest.  But  it  would  be  aoing 
injustice  to  Brigadier-General  Wilcox  to  pass  un- 
noticed his  own  grallant  conduct,  and  that  of  his 
troops,  at  Salem  Church,  where  they  bore  almost 
the  whole  brunt  of  the  enemy's  onset,  and  suc- 
cessfully repelled  it.  To  Brigadier-General  Ma- 
hone,  to  omit  to  mention  his  bold,  skilled,  and 
successful  management,  so  well  seconded  by  his 
brave  Virpnians;  to  Brigadier-General  Wright 
and  his  mgh-spirited,  fearless  Georgians,  whose 
attack  at  the  furnace,  on  the  evening  of  the  first, 
and  whose  unflinching  advance  against  the  ene- 
my's guns,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  grape,  on  the 
evening  of  the  fourth,  excited  the  admiration  of 
all  who  saw  them;  and  to  Brigadier-General 
Perry  and  his  heroic  little  band  of  Floridians,  who 
showed  a  courage  as  intrepid  as  that  of  any  others 
in  their  assault  upon  the  enemy,  in  his  intrench- 
ments, on  the  third,  and  in  their  subsequent  ad- 
vance upon  ChanceHbrsville.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gamelt  and  Majors  Hardaway  and  Richardson, 
commanders  of  artillery,  distinguished  themselves 
by  their  activity,  skill,  and  courage.  I  beg  leave, 
also,  to  mention  the  meritorious  services  and  gen- 
eral good  conduct  of  the  members  of  my  staff.  Ma- 
jors T.  S.  Mills  and  R.  P.  Duncan,  assistant  adju- 
tant and  inspector-generals.  Lieutenants  Wm. 
Mc Willie  and  S.  D.  Shannon,  aids-de-camp,  and 
Messrs.  R.  D.  Spaun,  James  G.  Spaun,  and 
£.  J.  Means,  volunteer  aids-de-camp.  Captain 
E.  N.  Thurston,  ordnance  officer:  Surgeons 
G.  McF.  Gaston  and  H.  D.  Feasee;  Major 
J.  A.  Johnston,  chief  quartermaster,  and  Major 
Wm.  C.  Wingfield,  chief  commissary  of  the  di- 
vision, rendered  valuable  services  by  their  careful 
and  unremitting  attention  to  their  duties.  The 
reports  of  the  brigade  and  artillery  battalion  com- 
manders are  herewith  respectfully  submitted.  The 
loss  of  the  division  in  these  operations  was,  killed, 
one  hundred  and  eighty-sixj  wounded,  one  thou- 
sand and  forty-nine,  missing,  two  hundred  and 
ten ;  total,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty- 
five.  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  Anderson, 

M^or-GenenU,  commanding  Dirigion. 

BEPOBT  OF  MAJOR-OENERAL  McLAWS. 

Headquartbes  Division,  May  10, 1863. 

Major  Taylor,  -4.  A.  O, : 

Major:  On  the  first  of  May,  instant,  at  twelve 
and  a  half  o'clock  at  night,  the  brigades  of  Gen- 
erals Kershaw,  Semmes,  and  Wofibrd  were  put  in 
march  up  the  plank  road,  by  order  from  your 


headquarters, — the  brigade  of  General  Barkx- 

dale  remaining  in  Fredericksburg  and  vicinity.  — 
and  by  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  were  in  posiiit^n 
behind  the  rifle-pits  about  Smith's  hill,  and  ex- 
tending to  the  right  and  left,  joining  General  An- 
derson's command  on  the  left,  to  defend  the 
approaches  from  the  United  States  Ford  and 
from  the  direction  of  Chancellorsville.  About 
eleven  A.  M.  General  Jackson,  who  had  arrived 
with  his  forces  and  assumed  command,  directed 
me  to  advance  along  the  turnpike  road,  having 
Mahone's  brigade,  of  Anderson's  division,  in  ad- 
vance. I  collected  my  own  division  as  rapidly  as 
possible  from  the  rifle-pits,  each  brigade,  as  it 
was  relieved,  falling  in  rear  of  the  others  as  they 
advanced  in  the  march.  After  proceeding  but  a 
short  distance  the  skirmishers  became  engaged. 
The  main  column  advancing  slowly,  until  uie  en- 
emy, appearing  in  force,  it  was  deployed,  the  line 
of  battle  formed  across  the  turnpike  road — 
Semmes's  brigade  on  the  left,  and  those  of  Ma- 
hone,  Wofibrd,  and  Perry,  of  Anderson's  divis- 
ion, in  the  order  here  named,  to  the  right,  ex- 
tending so  as  to  cover  the  mine  road ;  Jordan's 
battery  on  the  mine  turnpike.  Our  skirmishers 
were  driven  in.  Fire  was  opened  on  our  lines 
from  a  battery  four  or  ^ye  hundred  yards  in  front ; 
and,  after  skirmishing  to  the  right  and  left,  the 
main  assault  was  made  on  the  left  against  Semmes 
by  Sykes^  regulars ;  but  they  were  repulsed  at 
every  attempt.  Before  the  first  assault  I  sent  to 
General  Jackson,  by  my  Aid-de-camp,  that  the 
enemy  were  in  force  in  my  immediate  front,  and 
were  advancing,  and  that  a  larger  force  could  be 
seen  along  the  heights,  about  one  mile  or  more 
to  the  rear,  and  t^at  the  country  was  favorable 
for  a  flank  attack  from  his  side.  After  the  first 
assault  I  received  answer  from  General  Jackson 
to  hold  my  position,  and  that  he  would  advance 
or  was  advancing  his  artillery,  and  if  that  did  not 
answer  he  would  endeavor  to  gain  the  rear  of  the 
enemy.  General  Kershaw  coming  un,  his  bri- 
gade was  placed  in  support  of  General  Semmes, 
extending  beyond  his  lefl.  The  cavalry  reporting 
that  the  enemy  were  advancing  along  the  mine 
road.  General  Wilcox's  brigade  was  ordered  and 
took  position,  guided  by  Captain  Johnson,  of 
General  Lee's  stafl*,  to  protect  mv  right,  taking 
artillery  with  him.  General  Jacksoirs  artillery 
and  his  advance,  in  conjunction  with  the  failure 
of  the  attack  on  my  front,  forced  the  enemy  to  re- 
tire, when,  by  General  Jackson's  order,  my  whole 
line  advanced  in  the  same  order  as  they  had  been 
displayed,  as  above  stated.  The  order  to  advance 
was  received  at  four  P.  M.  My  line  halted  at 
dark  and  bivouacked  along  the  heights  just  be- 
yond the  point  where  the  Mine  Run  crosses  the 
turnpike.  The  next  morning,  the  second,  my 
line  of  battle  was  re-formed  along  the  heights,  in 
the  same  order  as  before,  excepting  that  General 
Wilcox  had  been  ordered,  dunng  the  night  pre- 
vious, to  return  to  Banks's  Ford  and  hold  that 
position,  it  having  been  reported  that  the  enemy 
were  moving  down  the  river  road,  and,  besides, 
were  making  demonstrations  to  cross  the  river  at 
that  ford.  Two  batteries  were  placed  on  the 
heights  between  General  Semmes  and  Wofibrd. 
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A  strong  line  of  skirmishers  was  advanced,  and 
were  constantly  engaged  with  those  of  the  enemy. 
General  Kershaw's  hrigade  was  held  in  reserve. 
I  received  orders  from  General  Lee  to  hold  my 
position,  as  General  Jackson  would  operate  to  the 
left  and  rear.  Not  long  after,  I  was  directed  to 
replace  General  Posey's  brigade,  on  my  left,  by 
one  from  my  command,  and  General  Kershaw 
moved  to  that  position,  on  the  left  of  General 
Semmes.  Following  this  order,  I  was  directed  to 
send  the  brigades  of  Generals  Mahone  and  Perry 
to  the  left,  and  close  in  my  command  so  as  to 
connect  with  General  Anderson's  right  —  holding 
my  right  at  the  turnpike,  but  constantly  pressing 
to  the  left,  so  as  to  be  in  communication  with 
General  Anderson,  to  do  which,  as  the  country 
was  broken  and  densely  wooded,  and  the  direc- 
tions constantly  changing,  I  ordered  the  two  bri- 
gades on  the  left,  Kershaw's  and  Semmes's,  to 
advance  by  battalion  from  the  left,  so  as  to  form 
a  broken  line,  but  still  covering  the  iront  and 
forming  the  connection.  The  batteries  opened 
whenever  the  masses  of  the  enemy  on  the  hills  in 
my  front  offered  an  opportunity,  aqd  with  marked 
results.  My  orders  were  to  hold  my  position,  not 
to  engage  seriously,  but  to  press  strongly  so  soon 
as  it  was  discovered  that  General  Jackson  had 
attacked.  It  was  not  until  late  in  the  evening 
that  it  was  known  General  Jackson  had  com- 
menced his  assault,  when  I  ordered  an  advance 
along  the  whole  line  to  engage  with  the  skirmish- 
ers, which  were  lar|[ely  reenforced,  and  to  threaten, 
but  not  attack  senously,  in  doing  which  General 
Wofford  became  so  seriously  engaged  that  I  di- 
rected him  to  withdraw,  which  was  done  in  good 
order,  his  men  in  good  spirits,  after  driving  the 
enemy  to  their  intrenchments. 

As  General  Jackson  advanced,  the  enemy 
moved  in  front  of  two  batteries  on  my  line,  whicn 
opened  on  them  with  excellent  effect  This  con- 
tinued until  darkness  prevented  any  further  efforts 
in  my  front. 

.  Generals  Kershaw  and  Semmes  had  been  press- 
ing  to  the  left  and  front,  and  engaging  the  enemy 
with  their  skirmishers,  which  had  left  an  open 
space,  so  far  as  the  main  body  was  concerned,  be- 
tween my  right  and  centre,  of  considerable  dis- 
tance, but  the  skirmishers  of  General  Semmes, 
composed  of  the  entire  Tenth  Georgia  regiment, 
yvere  perfectly  reliable,  and  kept  the  enemy  to  their 
intrenchments,  so  there  was  nothing  to  be  appre- 
hended from  an  advance  in  this  direction. 

May  3.  —  Nothing  occurred  during  the  night 
»ave  the  magnificent  display  caused  by  the  night 
attack  of  General  Jackson.  My  skirmishers,  well 
to  the  front,  and  strong  in  number,  engaged  the 
encmv  as  day  advanced.  The  batteries  were 
run  forward,  and  played  upon  the  masses  of  the 
enemy,  in  good  range,  producing  much  confusion ; 
finally,  the  repeated  attacks  of  the  forces  on  my 
left  forced  the  enemy  to  give  way  from  Chancel- 
lorsville,  and  our  troops  could  be  seen  advancing 
wJTosa  the  plain.  General  Wofford  threw  a  por- 
tion of  his  command  across  the  valley  between 
^  and  the  Chancellorsville  heights,  and  thus 
prevented  the  escape  of  a  considerable  body  of 


the  enemy  which  had  been  opposed  to  this  brigade, 
and  to  his  left  and  front,  dunng  the  morning.     I 
directed  a  flag  of  truce  to  be  sent  them,  and  they 
surrendered.    I  think  General  Wofford  entitled 
to  the  most  credit  for  their  capture,  althou^^h  the 
Tenth  Georgia,   General  Semmes,  and  General 
Wright,  of  Anderson'^s  division,   claimed    their 
share  equally.    Kershaw  and  Semmes,  bearing  to 
the  left  to  cooperate  with  General  Anderson,  to 
unite  with  the  two  wings  of  the  army,  had  now 
swept  around  to  the  plains  of  Chancellorsville, 
and  directed  them  to  march  down  the  plank  toad 
and  unite  with  General  Wofford's  left.    As  this 
was  in  the  act  of  accomplishment  information 
was  received  that  the  enemy  had  carried   the 
heights  about  Fredericksburg,  and  were  advan- 
cing up  the  plank  road.    General  Lee  here  rode 
up  and  ordered  that  the  brigades  of  Generals  Ma- 
hone and  Kershaw  should  march  at  once  towards 
Fredericksburg,  with  Moody's  battery,  to  meet 
the  enemy ;  and  after  these  brigades  were  on  the 
march,  and  had  advanced  some  distance,  he  di- 
rected me  to  proceed  in  the  same  direction  with 
the  remainder  of  my  division,  which  was  done  so 
soon  as  the  /  brigades    could  be  formed.      On 
reaching  the  rifle-pits,  just  beyond  the  junction 
of  the  turnpike  and  mine  roads,  I  found  General 
Mahone's  brigade  along  the  rifle-pits.  General 
Kershaw  halted  along  the  road,  General  Wilcox's 
brigade  was  marching  to  the  front.     I  ordered 
them  all  forward ;  but  as  I  was  here  informed  that 
the  enemy  were  in  considerable  force  going  down 
the  telegraph  road,  and  as  I  thought  that  it  was 
perhaps  their  intention  to  march  forward  by  the 
plank  and  mine  roads,  which  came  together  just 
beyond  the  junction  of  the  plank  and  turnpike 
roads,  now  in  my  rear,  I  halted  General  Wofford, 
with  directions  to  watch  the  mine  road  on  his 
right.    I  then  rode  on,  and  found  General  Wil- 
cox with  his  brigade  in  line  across  the  plank  road 
at  Salem  Church,  General  Kershaw  forming  on  his 
right  and  General  Mahone  on  the  left.    I  directed 
General  Mahone  still  more  to  his  left,  as  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  country,  and  placed  General 
Semmes  to  the  immediate  left  of  General  Wilcox. 
General  Wofford  was  ordered  forward,  and  placed 
on  the  right  of  General  Kershaw.     The  batteries 
which  I  had  brought  with  me  had  been  engaged 
all  the  morning,  and  had  but  little  ammunition 
left.    They  had  been  ordered  back  in  such  haste 
that  there  was  no  time  for  them  to  replenish  their 
chests ;  but  they  engaged  the  enemy  until  their 
supplies  were  nearly  exhausted,  and  then  with- 
drew, and  were  posted  in  the  rear  to  command 
the  ground  on  the  flanks  and  front.    The  batteries 
of  the  enemy  were  admirably  served,  and  played 
over  the  whole  ground.     Before  my  command 
was  well  in  position  the  enemy  advanced,  driving 
in  our  skirmishers,  and  coming  forward  with  loud 
shouts,  endeavored  to  force  the  centre,  (Wilcox's,) 
and  the  left  centre,  (General  Semmes's,)  extend- 
ing the  attack  somewhat  to  Mahone's  brigade. 
One  of  Wilcox's  re^ments  gave  way,  and,  with 
the  skirmishers  running,  had  created  a  little  con- 
fusion;  but  General  Wilcox  himself  soon  cor- 
rected thiSj  and  re-forming  his  men,  charged  the 
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enemy,  in  conjunction  with  two  regiments  of   tant  firing  in  tlte  direction  of  Fredericksburg  was 


Semmes's  brigade,  led  by  General  Semmes,  and 
drove  them  back  for  a  considerable  distance.  I 
now  strengthened  the  left  of  Mahone's,  which  was 
strongly  threatened,  with  two  ^regiments  from 
Wofford's  br^ade,  (on  the  right,)  and  closed 
General  Kershaw  to  the  left,  strengthening  the 
centre,  supposing  that  the  attack  would  to  re- 
newed ;  but  no  other  assault  was  attempted ;  and 
as  night  drew  on  the  firing  ceased  on  both  sides, 
and  my  command  bivouacked  in  line  of  battle. 

In  ttis  engagement,  three  or  four  hundred  were 
taken  and  about  the  same  number  of  the  enemy 
were  killed  and  buried.    Just  prerious  to  the  as- 
sault I  sent  my  inspecting  officer,  Major  Costin, 
to  try  and  commumcate  with  General  Kariy,  and 
to  bring  back  information  as  to  his  position  and 
designs,  and  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy  in  that 
direction.    A  courier  late  in  the  ni^ht  brought 
me  a  note  from  General  Early,  informing  me  that 
he  would  concentrate  his  forces  in  the  morning 
and  drive  the  enemy  from  the  heights,  Marye's 
hill  included.     I  sent  his  note  to  General  Lee, 
who,   approving  it,  I  forwarded  it  to  General 
Early,  who,  on  the  next  morning  carried   the 
heights,  with  but  little  opposition.    After  this, 
General  Early  sent  me  word  by  his  stafi'  again, 
that  if  I  would  attack  in  front,  he  would  advance 
two  brigades  and  strike  at  the  flank  and  rear  of 
the  enemy.     I  agreed  to  advance,  provided  he 
would  first  attack,  and  did  advance  my  right,  — 
Kershaw  and  Wofford  —  to  operate  with  him,  — 
but  finding  my  force  was  insufficient  for  a  front 
attack  I  withdrew  to  my  line  of  the  evening  pre- 
vious, General  Early  not  attacking  as  I  could  hear. 
In  the  mean  while  I  had  informed  General  Lee  of 
the  plan  proposed,  and  asking'  for  an  additional 
force.    I  was  informed,  in  reply,  that  the  remain- 
der of  General   Anderson's   division   had   been 
ordered  forward.    I  then  directed  that  no  attack 
should  be  made  until  General  Anderson  arrived. 
General  Lee  came  in  person  to  superintend  the 
movement,  arriving  about  the  same  time  with 
General  Anderson's  head  of  column.     General 
Anderson  was  ordered  to  the  right  with  his  three 
brigades.    M^  understanding  was  that  the  troops 
of  ray  own  division  and  the  brigades  of  Wilcox 
and  Mahone  were  to  continue  in  line,  facing  the 
enemy,  and   those  of  General  Early  and  three 
brip^ades  of  General  Anderson  were  to  attack  their 
right  and  rear.    Orders  were  given  that  my  troops 
on  the  right — Kershaw  and  Wofford  —  should 
advance  aner  it  was  known  that  the  attack  on  the 
right  had  commenced,  which  would  be  indicated 
by  the  firing  in  that  direction.    I  was  on  the  right 
of  my  line,  straightening  it,  and  extending  to  the 
right,  when  notice  was  given  that  the  attack  would 
shortly  be  made  by  Generals  Early  and  Anderson, 
and  that  Colonel  Alexander,  who  had  established 
X  strong  battery,  on  a  prominent  hill,  which  com- 
manded one  of  nearly  equal  force  on  the  other 
side,  which  would  take  my  line  in  reverse,  and, 
in  a  measure,  enfilade  it,  should  open  fire.    The 
orders  were  given  at  once.    Alexander  opened  his 
batteries,  and  Generals  Kershaw  and  Wofford  ad- 
yvLnc"- '       *     '   It  through  a  dense  woods.    Dis- 


heard,  indicating  that  the  attack  had  commenced 
on  the  extreme  light  Night  now  came  rapidly 
on,  and  nothing  could  be  observed  of  our  opera- 
tions. It  being  reported  to  me,  from  Mahonc's 
position,  that  the  noise  of  crossing  on  the  pontoon 
bridge  at  Banks's  Ford  could  be  heard,  I  sent  to 
Colonel  Alexander,  requesting  him  to  throw  snells 
so  as  to  drop  them  as  near  as  possible  about  the 
crossing,  wnich  was  promptly  done.  Shortly 
afterwards,  General  Kershaw's  arrival  on  the 
plank  road  was  reported  to  me,  and  I  requested 
General  Wilcox  to  assume  the  direction  of  it, 
and  with  such  a  portion  of  his  own  brigade  as  he 
thought  necessary,  proceed  down  the  Banks's 
Ford  road,  taking  a  battery  with  him,  to  press  the 
enemy,  seize  the  redoubts  suitable  for  shelling  the 
crossing,  and  open  fire  with  the  batteries,  all  of 
which  was  done  in  a  most  prompt  manner,.  Gen- 
eral Wilcox  being  acquainted  with  the  localities, 
of  which  I  knew  nothing  except  by  report. 

I  was  as  jet  ignorant  whether  or  not  the  attack 
upon  the  right  had  been  a  success,  but  the  noise 
of  their  passage  over  the  pontoon  bridges  con- 
vincing me  that  the  enemy  were  in  full  retreat,  I 
thought  it  best  to  press  on  in  pursuit.    After 
these  orders  had  been  given,  and  were  In  execu- 
tion, I  received  a  communication  from  General 
Lee,  dated  ten  P.  M.,  from  Downman's  house,  in- 
forming me  of  the  success  of  the  attack  on  the 
right,  and  his  desire  that  the  enemy  should  be 
pushed  over   the  river  that  ni^ht.      Woffbrd's 
brigade  advanced  as  far  as  the  nver  road,  enga- 
ging the  enemy  as  he  went,  and  driving  them 
before  him,  ana  halted  for  the  night  beyond  the 
river  road,  extending  his   pickets.    Wilcox  and 
Kershaw  pushed  on,  driring  the  enemy  before 
them,  and  occupied  the  redoubts  commanding  the 
ford  and  its  approaches,  and  opened  fire  with  ar- 
tillery in  that  mrection.    As  my  troops  advanced, 
I  sent  to  Colonel  Alexander,  requesting  him  to  fire 
on  the  approaches  from  the  other  side  only,  as  I 
did  not  wish  to  risk  his  shells  dropping  among 
our  troops ;  he  did  as  requested,  and  the  fire  from 
all  the  batteries  is  reported  by  citizens  about  the 
ford  as  producing  great  confusion,  and  as  being 
very  destructive,    llie  enemy  throwing  away  their 
arms  and  breaking  ranks,  fled  across  the  river  in 
the  greatest  disorder.    As  evidence  of  which,  the 
accompanying  report  of  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores  picked  up  by  my  own  division,  on  this  side 
of  Salem  Church,  shows  how  complete  must  have 
been  the  demoralization.    The  darkness  of  the 
night,  ignorance  of  the  country,  and  of  the  events 
transpiring  on  the  other  end  of  the  line,  prevented 
that  cooperation  which  would  have  led  to  a  more 
complete  success,  but  I  believe  that  all  was  ^^aincd 
that  could  have  been  expected  under  the  circum- 
stances.   The  enemy  had  several  batteries  —  six- 
teen guns  —  in  front  of  the  left  of  my  line,  sweep- 
ing every  approach  from  my  left.     I  am  not 
informed  when  they  were  withdrawn,  but  I  sup- 
pose they  were  immediately  after  dark.    By  the 
next  morning  the  enemy  had  retired  from  this 
side  of  the  river,  and  my  command  was  employed 
in  burning  the  dead,  attending  to  the  wounded, 
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and  collecting  arms  and  accoutrement.  I  received 
orders  during  the  morning  to  aBsemble  my  divis- 
ion, send  General  Anderson's  brigades  to  rejoin 
him,  and  to  send  an  intelligent  officer  to  the  posi- 
tion of  General  Heth,  at  or  near  the  junction  of 
the  river  and  mine  roads,  to  inform  himself  of  the 

I)oints  to  be  occupied,  and  if  General  Heth  had 
eft,  to  replace  him  by  the  brigades  of  General 
Mohone  and  another  of  my  own.  But  afterwards, 
in  conversation  with  General  Lee,  he  directed  me 
to  move  one  of  my  brigades  (General  Kershaw) 
to  relieve  General  Heth.  The  brigade  was  already 
in  motion,  and  I  joined  with  it  and  went  to  Gen- 
eral Heth's  position.  The  march  was  not  delayed 
for  a  moment,  as  the  brigade  did  not  halt  even 
once,  and  it  arrived  at  its  destination  before  the 
storm.  General  Heth's  main  command  was  posted 
in  rear  of  the  rifle-pits,  which  had  been  con- 
structed two  or  three  hundred  yards  on  the  plank 
road  side  of  the  junction  of  the  river  and  mine 
roads,  with  smaller  bodies  more  to  the  front  His 
men  and  officers  had  their  shelter  and  other  tents 
pitched,  and  there  were  no  indications  of  his  roov- 
mg  on  my  arrival.  I  think  he  received  orders 
after  my  arrival  to  move  when  I  arrived.  Gen- 
eral Kershaw  had  relieved  him,  and  was  in  position 
before  the  storm  commenced.  General  Heth  in- 
formed me  that  the  strength  of  the  three  brigades 
under  his  command  was  about  nineteen  hundred 
aggregate,  which  was  not  so  numerous  as  the 
single  brigade  of  General  Kershaw.  Colonel 
Wickham  offered  his  services  to  point  out  the  dif- 
ferent crossings  on  the  river,  and  I  rode  down  the 
river  road  with  him.  A  terrible  storm  of  wind  and 
rain  delayed  my  return  to  my  headquarters  until 
between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  at  night,  when  I 
learned  that  General  Semmes  had  been  ordered 
to  join  General  Kershaw.  The  next  morning 
cariy  I  rode  to  the  position  of  Generids  Kershaw 
and  Semmes,  and,  advancing  the  skirmishers  and 
scouts,  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  gone  over 
the  river.  Shortly  after,  I  received  orders  to  re- 
tire to  my  former  position  in  front  of  Fredericks- 
burg, leaving  a  brigade  ( Wofford's)  at  Banks's  Ford. 

The  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing 
in  my  division,  are,  — 

Kershaw,  .  .  104,  of  which  2  are  missing. 

Barksdale,   .  592,  of  which  327   are  missing, 

besides  14  officers. 

Semmes,    .  •  603,  of  which  26  are '  missing. 

Wofford,  .  .  562,  of  which  0  are  missing. 

Artillery,  .  .    28,  of  which  2  are  missing. 

1,889 
My  Inspector-General  reports  over  twelve  hun- 
dred prisoners  taken.    Very  respectfully, 

'L.  McLaws, 

M^}oM3eDeral. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-OENERAL  EARLY. 

Hkadquabters  Earlt*s  Divisiov,  Sfny  7, 1863. 

Major  W,  H.  Taylor^  A,  A,  O,,  Army  Northern 

Virginia : 

Major  :  About  daylight,  on  the  twenty-ninth 
ultimo,  the  enemy  crossed  at  the  mouth  of  Deep 
Run,  and  later  near  Pratt's  house,  below.  On  receiv- 


inginformationof  the  first  movement,  I  immediately 
moved  mv  division  into  line  on  the  railroad,  the 
right  restmg  at  Hamilton's  Crossing,  and  the  left 
at  Deep  Run,  and  occupied  the  river  road  in 
front  with  three  regiments,  and  thus  kept  the 
enemy  from  advancing  to  that  road.  The  residue 
of  the  troops  having,  in  the  mean  time,  been 
brought  up  on  the  afternoon  of  the  thirtieth,  I 
received  mstructions  from  Lieutenant-General 
Jackson  to  remain  behind  with  my  division  and 
one  of  McLaws's  brigades,  (Barksdale's,)  to  observe 
the  enemy,  while  the  residue  of  the  ttoops  were 
removed  to  the  left.    General  Pendleton,  with  a 

Sortion  of  his  reserve  artillery,  and  Lieutenant- 
olonel  Andrews,  with  his  battalion  of  artillery, 
was  also  left  behind.  My  division  and  Andrews's 
artillery  occupied  the  lines  on  the  right,  and 
Barksdale's  brigade  and  Pendleton's  artillery  oc- 
cupied Fredericksburg  in  the  rear. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  on  the  second  instant, 
instructions  were  received  from  General  Lee, 
through  General  Chilton,  to  leave  a  brigade  be- 
hind as  a  guard,  and  move  with  the  residue  up  to 
Chancellorsville ;  and,  as  soon  as'  I  could  get 
ready,  I  commenced  the  movement,  leaving  be- 
hind Hays's  brigade  and  one  of  Barksdale's  regi- 
ments. A  portion  of  General  Pendleton's  artil- 
lery, under  like  instructions,  was  sent  to  the  rear. 
After  I  had  commenced  the  movements,  and  had 
reached  the  plank  road,  and  moved  the  head  of 
the  column  up  it  about  a  mile,  information  was 
received  from  the  rear  of  such  character  as  to 
cause  me  to  turn  back  and  occupy  the  former  line 
as  before. 

About  light,  on  next  morning,  (Monday,  the 
third,)  I  received  information  from  General 
Barksdale  that  the  enemy  had  thrown  a  bridge 
across  at  Fredericksburg;  and  I  immediately 
sent  Hays's  brigade  from  the  right  to  his  support. 
In  a  short  time  the  enemy  commenced  making 
demonstrations  from  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run  and 
Fredericksburg.  All  his  efforts  to  attack  the  left 
of  my  line  were  thwarted,  and  one  attack  on 
Marye's  hill  was  repulsed.  The  enemy,  however, 
sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  Colonel  Griffin,  of  the 
Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  who  occupied 
the  works  at  the  foot  of  Marye's  hill  with  his 
own  and  the  Twenty-first*  Mississippi  regiment, 
which  was  received  by  him  imperfectly,  and  it 
had  barely  returned  before  heavy  columns  were 
advanced  against  the  position,  and  the  trenches 
were  carried  and  the  hul  taken.  A  large  portion 
of  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment  ana  a  part 
of  the  Twenty-first  being  taken  prisoners,  and  a 
company  of  the  Washington  artillery,  with  its 
guns,  were  captured.  After  this,  the  artillery  on 
Lee's  hill  and  the  rest  of  Barkfidale's  infantry, 
with  one  of  Hays's  regiments,  fell  back  on  the 
telegraph  road.  Hays,  with  the  remainder,  being 
compelled  to  fall  back  up  the  plank  road  as  he 
was  on  the  lefr.  Having  received  information,  I 
hastened  up,  and  succeeaed  in  halting  the  artillery 
and  infantry,  and  checked  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  and  had  the  brigades  on  the  right  thrown 
back  into  the  second  line ;  and,  upon  the  arrival 
of  Hays's  brigade,  which  came  around  from  the 
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plank  road,  and  three  regiments  of  Gordon's, 
which  had  been  sent  for  as  soon  as  I  heard  of  the 
disaster,  a  line  was  formed  across  the  telegraph 
road  at  Cox's  house,  about  two  miles  back  of 
Lee's  hill.  Having  received  information,  late  in 
the  day,  that  McLaws  was  moving  down,  and  that 
the  enemy,  who  had  passed  heavy  columns  up  the 
plank  road,  through  Fredericksburg,  was  to  be 
attacked  by  his  forces  and  mine  in  connection,  I 
concentrated  all  my  force  at  Cox's  house,  which 
was  not  accomplished  until  after  night,  having 
previously  informed  General  McLaws  of  my  in- 
tention to  attack  Marye's  hill  next  morning,  on 
the  right  and  advance,  extending  my  left  so  as  to 
close  in  on  him.  Early  next  morning  I  threw 
Hoke's  and  Hays's  brigade  across  Hazle  Run,  to 
move  down  towards  the  right,  and  advance  Gor- 
don's brigade  towards  Marye's  and  Lee's  hills, 
followed  by  Smith's  and  Barksdale's  brigades. 
Gordon  succeeded  in  capturing  Marye's  hill  with 
ease,  aided  by  Colonel  Andrews's  artillery,  and 
Barksdale's  brigade  was  thrown  into  the  trenches 
in  front  of  the  hill,  and  Smith's  brigade  moved 
across  Hazle  Run,  and  a  line  formed  facing  up 
the  plank  road,  on  the  plain  between  Maiye's 
hill  and  the  heights  on  the  plank  road,  and  at 
Taylor's  house.  I  then  waited  to  hear  from 
McLaws,  but  hearing  no  sound  of  an  engagement 
in  that  direction,  I  felt  the  enemy  with  Smith's 
brigade,  and  finding  that  he  had  artillery  on  the 
heights  in  front  of  my  right,  I  ordered  the  brigade 
to  retire,  and  sent  to  General  McLaws  requesting 
him  to  turn.  In  return,  I  received  information 
that  Anderson's  division  was  moving  down,  and 
that  an  attack  was  to  be  made  at  a  signal.  Sub- 
sequently I  was  sent  for  by  General  Lee,  and 
having  received  his  instructions,  at  the  signal 
agreed  on,  Hays's,  Hoke's,  and  Gordon's  brigades, 
vi^ich  had  been  placed  in  position,  were  ad- 
vanced against  the  enemy.  Hays  advancing  in 
the  centre,  from  the  foot  of  the  hill  opposite  the 
mill  and  Hazle  Hun ;  Hoke  on  the  left,  advancing 
across  the  hill  on  which  Downman's  house  is 
situated,  and  below  it,  and  Gordon  on  the  right 
up  the  hills  on  the  north  of  the  plank  road, 
driving  the  enemy  before  them.  This  movement 
was  commenced  very  late,  and  Hays's  and  Hoke's 
brigades  were  thrown  into  some  confusion  by 
coming  in  contact  after  they  crossed  the  plank 
road,  below  Guest's  house ;  and  it  becoming  diffi- 
cult to  distinguish  our  troops  from  those  of  the 
enemy  on  account  of  the  growing  darkness,  they 
had,  therefore,  to  fall  back  to  re-form,  which  was 
done  on  the  plain  below  Guest's  house.  Gordon's 
brigade  got  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  right  flank 
near  Taylor's  house,  and  took  its  position  there. 
Barksdale's  brigade  had  been  left  at  Marye's  hill, 
and  Smith's  in  position  on  the  left  of  it,  to 
strengthen  Barksdale,  or  reenforce  the  others  as 
occasion  might  require,  and  two  regiments  were 
ordered  up  while  Hays's  and  Hoke's  were  being 
re-formed.  After  seeing  General  Lee  at  night, 
Hoke's  brigade  was  placed  in  line  on  the  left  of 
Gordon,  and  Hays  was  ordered  to  take  position 
in  thcT  intrenchments  on  the  right  of  Marj'e's 
hill,  and  Smith's  renments  sent  back  to  join  the 
zeaidue  of  the  brigade  on  the  left  of  that  hill. 


The  loss  in  my  division  during  all  the  time 
fron^ the  crossingwas  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
killed,  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight  wounded, 
and  some  five  hundred  are  reported  missing,  the 
greater  part  of  whom  are,  in  all  probability,  strag- 
glers. This  does  not  include  the  loss  in  Barks- 
dale's brigade  and  the  artillery.  ' 

Very  respectfully, 

jr.  A.  Early, 

Mi^or-Genen],  oominan<Uag. 

REPORT  OP  GENERAL  STUART   OP  CAVALRY 

OPERATIONS. 


Hbadquabtbks  Cavalry  Division, 
A.  N.  v..  May  8, 1863. 


I 

Brigadier-Oeneral  R.  S,  Chilton,  A.  A.  and  /. 

General  Army  N,  Virginia : 

General  :  In  anticipation  of  the  detailed  re- 
ports, I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
sketch  of  the  operation  of  the  cavalr}'  immediate* 

S'  preceding  and  during  the  battles  of  the  Wil- 
erness  and  Chancellorsville.  The  enemy  had 
more  than  a  week  previously  concentrated  a  large 
body  of  cavalry  (two  or  three  divisions)  along  the 
line  of  the  upper  Rappahannock,  whose  attempt 
to  hold  a  footing  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river 
had  been  repulsed  with  loss  by  the  two  brigades 
with  me,  commanded  respectively  by  Brigadier- 
Generals  Fitzhugh  and  W.  H.  R  Lee.  Finally, 
in&ntry  appeared  at  Kelley's  Ford  and  Rappahan- 
nock Briage,  but  were  so  inactive  that  thus  far 
there  was  nothing  inconsistent  with  the  supposi- 
tion that  their  appearance  was  a  feint.  About  dark, 
however,  on  Tuesday  night,  April  twenty-eighth, 
the  enemy  crossed  below  the  bend  of  the  river 
at  Kelley's,  in  boats,  opposite  our  videttes,  and,  be- 
fore the  force  posted  to  defend  the  ford  could  be 
sent  to  that  point,  had  crossed  in  such  numbers 
as  to  make  any  attempt  at  resistance  futile.  The 
party  crossing  at  once  threw  over  a  pontoon 
bridge,  and  moved  directly  up  the  river,  compel- 
ling our  forces  to  abandon  the  ford  at  Kelley's,  and 
severing  our  communication  with  the  lower  pick- 
ets. General  W.  H.  F.  Lee,  near  Brandy,  on 
receiving  this  intelligence,  sent  a  regiment  (Thir- 
teenth Virginia  cavalrj-)  at  once  to  meet  the  ad- 
vance of  infantry,  which  was  checked  a  mile 
above  Kelley's.  I  received  information  of  this 
move  about  nine  o'clock  P.  M.,  at  Culpeper,  and 
made  arrangements  to  have  the  entire  cavalry  and 
artillery  force  in  Culjyeper  on  the  ground  at  day- 
light the  next  morning,  directing,  in  the  mean 
time,  that  the  enemy  be  so  euTeloped  with  pickets 
as  to  see  what  route  he  took  from  Kelley's  and 
keep  him  in  check. •  General  W.  H.  F.  Lee  se- 
lected a  fine  position  between  Brandy  and  Kelley's, 
and  awaited  the  advance,  General  Fitz  Lee  being 
held  in  reserve  at  Brandy,  with  a  regiment  at 
Stevensburg.  The  enemy  did  not  make  a  serious 
advance  towards  our  position,  though  Chambliss, 
with  the  lliirteenth  Virginia,  was  skirmishing  all 
the  forenoon  with  the  enemy's  infantry. 

About  one  o'clock  p.  M.,  I  received  a  report 
from  the  pickets  towards  Madden's  that  the  ene- 

1'  In  this  report  I  have  endeavored  to  describe  the  rari- 
OU8  operatlouB  of  the  cavalry,  without  detailing  the  result 
of  the  various  oontests. 
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my  waft  moving  a  large  infantry  force  in  that  di- 
rection. Leaving  Chambliss  in  front  of  the  en^my 
where  I  then  was,  I  marched  the  remainder  of  the 
command,  Fitz  Lee  in  advance,  directly  to  Mad- 
den's,  where  we  pierced  the  enemy's  column,  while 
marching,  and  scattered  it,  taking  possession  of 
the  road  and  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners, 
which  enabled  us  to  develop  their  strength  and 
designs,  as  we  captured  prisoners  from  three  army 
corps:  the  Eleventh,  (Howard's,)  Twelfth,  (SK>- 
cum*8,)  and  the  Fifth,  (Mead's,)  and  soon  after 
learned  that  the  column  had  marched  direct  for 
Germana  Ford.  These  items  were  telegraphed 
to  the  commanding  OeneraL  Colonel  J.  Lucius 
Davis,  near  Beaver  Dam,  had  been  telegraphed 
early  that  day  to  move  his  forces  at  once  to  oc- 
cupy and  hold  the  Rapidan  Fords,  but  I  had  no 
assurance  that  the  oraer  would  be  obeyed  with 
sufficient  promptness  to  accomplish  the  object, 
and  as  there  was  no  cavalry  on  tne  left  flank  of 
the  main  army,  it  was  indispensably  necessary  to 
move  round  to  get  in  front  of  the  enemy  moving 
down  upon  Fredericksburg,  delay  him  as  much  as 
possible,  and  protect  our  left  flank;  besides, 
while  in  the  execution  of  this  design,  I  receive<l 
instructions  from  the  commanding  General  to  give 
necessary  orders  about  public  property  along  the 
railroad,  and  swing  around  to  join  his  left  wing, 
delaying  the  enemy  as  much  as  possible  in  his 
march.  The  brigade  of  General  Fitz  Lee  was 
put  en  route,  in  a  jaded  and  hungr)'  condition,  to 
Kaccoon  Ford,  to  cross  and  move  round  to  the  ene- 
my's fronL  General  W.  H.  F.  Lee,  with  the  two 
regiments,  the  Seventh  and  Thirteenth,  under  his 
command,  was  directed  to  move  by  way  of  Cul- 
peper,  to  take  up  the  line  of  the  upper  Rapidan, 
and  look  out  for  Gordonsville  ana  the  railroad. 
Couriers  had  been,  by  direction,  sent  to  Ely's  and 
Germana  to  notify  our  parties  there  of  the  ene- 
my's advance,  but  were  captured,  and  consequent- 
ly the  parties  at  those  points  received  no  notice. 
By  the  good  management  of  Captain  Collins, 
however,  (now  Major  Fifteenth  Virginia  cavalry,) 
the  enemy  was  checked  for  some  time  at  Germa- 
na, and  his  wagons  and  implements  saved,  though 
some  of  his  men  were  captured.  A  strong  party 
of  sharpshooters  was  left  to  hold  the  road  of  the 
enemy's  march  as  long  as  possible,  and  these  fol- 
low on,  which  was  done,  the  party  maintaining 
their  position  until  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  when 
the  enemy  advanced  and  compelled  them  to  re- 
tire. Despatches  captured  showed  that  trains  of 
wagons  and  droves  of  cattle  accompanied  the  ex- 
pedition, and  the  men  were  already  supplied  with 
five  days  rations  in  haversacks.  These  items 
placed  It  beyond  doubt  that  the  enemy  was  mak- 
ing a  real  movement  to  turn  Fredericksburg. 
Crossing  the  Rapidan  that  night,  the  main  body 
of  cavalry  was  halted  to  rest  a  few  hours,  having 
marched  more  than  half  the  night,  and  one  regi- 
ment. Colonel  Owen,  was  sent  on  to  get  between 
the  enemy  and  Fredericksburg  and  impede  his 
progress.  Early  the  next  day,  (Thursday,  April 
thirtieth,)  Owen  having  reached  the  Germana  road, 
on  the  Fredericksburg  side,  kept  in  the  enemy's 
front,  while  the  remamder  kept  on  the  enemy's 


right  flank,  opened  on  his  column  at  Wilderness 
tavern,  delaying  his  march  until  twelve  M.,  and 
causing  several  regiments  of  infantry  to  deploy 
in  line  of  battle  to  meet  us.     Hearmg  that  the 
enemy  had  already  reached  Chancellorsville  by 
the  Ely's  Ford  road,  I  directed  my  march  by  Todd's 
tavern  for  Spottsylvania  Court-House.     Night 
overtook  us  at  Todd's  tavern,  and  anxious  to 
know  what  the  commanding  General  desired  me 
to  do  further,  I  left  the  command  to  bivouac  here, 
and  proceeded  with  my  staff  towards  his  head- 
quarters, near  Fredericksburg,  but  had  not  pro- 
ceeded a  mile  before  we  found  ourselves  confront- 
ed by  a  party  of  the  enemy  double  our 'own, 
directly  in  our  path^    I  sent  back  hastily  for  a 
regiment,  which,  coming  up,  (Fifth  Virginia  cav- 
alry. Colonel  Tyler,)  attacked  and   routed  the 
party.    But,  in  the  mean  time,  another  body  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  came  in  rear  of  the  Fifth. 
Receiving  notice  of  this,  I  gave  orders  to  with- 
draw the  Fifth  from  the  road,  and  sent  for  the 
brigade  to  push  on  at  once.    This  was  done,  and 
by  the  bright  moonlight  a  series  of  charges  routed 
and  scattered  this  expedition,  which  had  penetrat- 
ed to  within  a  mile  or  two  of  Spottsylvania  Court- 
House.    It  has  been  since  ascertained  that  this 
expedition  was  by  no  means  an  insignificant  af- 
fair, and  but  for  the  timely  arrival  of  this  cavalry 
on  the  spot,  and  its  prompt  and  vigorous  action, 
might  have  resulted  disastrously.    Artillery,  as 
well  as  trains,  were  passing  Spottsylvania  unpro- 
tected at  the  time.     With  very  little  rest,  without 
waiting  for  rations  or  forage,  this  noble  little 
brigade,  under  its  incomparable  leader,  were  in 
the  saddle  early  the  next  morning,  and  moving  on 
Jackson's  left  flank  during  the  entire  day,  (May 
first),  and  swinging  around  to  the  left  to  threaten 
the  enemy's  rear.    On  the  morning  of  May  second, 
the  cavalry  of  this  brigade  was  disposed  so  as  to 
clear  Jackson's  way  in  turning  the  enemy's  right 
flank  and  to  cover  the  movement  of  this  corps, 
masking  it  on  its  right  flank.     This  was  done 
most  successfully,  driving  off  the  enemy's  cavalry 
whenever  it  appeared,  and  enabled  Jackson  to  sur- 
prise the  enemy.    In  the  subsequent  operations  at- 
tending the  battle  and  glorious  victory,  the  cavalry 
did  most  essential  service  in  watching  our  flanks, 
and  holding  the  Ely's  Ford  road  in  the  enemy's 
rear,  Wickham  ana  Owen  being  on  the  extreme 
right.    The  horse  artillery  kept  pace  with  the  in- 
fantry in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  leading  the 
attack  of  artillery.    Too  much  praise  cannot  be 
awarded  the  brave  men  who  thus  bore  fatigue, 
hunger,  loss  of  sleep,  and  danger  without  a  murmur. 
The  operations  of  Brigadier-Ueneral  W.  H.  F.  Lee, 
with  his  handful  of  men,  are  embraced  in  the  mem- 
oranda furnished  by  him.    His  report  is  not  only 
satisfactory,  but  gives  evidence  of  sagacity  and 
good  conduct  throughout,  and  of  great  efficiency  on 
tne  part  of  his  command.    The  result  shows  that 
the  disposition  made  of  these  two  commands  was 
absolutely  necessary.  Jones's  brigade  was  entirely 
out  of  reach,  and  Hampton  was  south  of  James 
river  recruiting.    That  Stoneman,  with  a  large 
cavalry  force,  was  allowed  to  penetrate  into  the 
heart  of  Uie  State,  though  comparatively  harm- 
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less  in  results,  is  due  to  the  entire  inadequacy  in 
numbers  of  the  cavalry  of  the  army  of  Northern 
Virginia.  The  enemy  has  confronted  us  with  at 
least  three  divisions  of  cavalry,  more  or  less  con- 
centrated,  which,  we  oppose  with  one  division, 
spread  from  the  Chesapeake  to  the  Alleghany; 
yet,  had  not  th^  approach  of  a  battle  below  maae 
it  neccessary  to  divide  the  force  of  the  two  Lees, 
I  feel  very  confident  that  Stoneman's  advance 
would  have  been  prevented,  though  vnih  great 
sacrifice  of  life,  owing  to  disparity  of  numbers.* 
With  the  commanding  General,  who  is  aware  of 
all  the  facts,  we  are  content  to  rest  our  vindica- 
tion, if  the  pursuit  of  the  plain  path  of  duty  need 
vindication. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  Stuabt, 
MiOor-G«neral,  oommandlng. 

^EFOBT  OF  HAJOS-GENfiRAL  JOHNSON. 

Hbabquartbbs  Johnson's  Division,  ) 

August  25, 1863.     { 

Major  Chas.  Marshall: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  Brigadier- 
General  K.  £.  Colston's  official  report  of  the 
battle  of  Chanccllorsville. 

It  wiU  be  observed  that  General  Colston's  re- 
port is  ver]r  full,  embracing  the  operations  of  the 
different  brigades  in  detaiL 

None  of  the  brigade  commanders  who  com- 
manded in  the  battle  are  present;  three  were 
killed,  and  the  other,  Brigadier-General  H.  C. 
Nichols,  permanently  disabled. 

If  General  Colston's  report  is  not  sufficiently 
full  for  your  purposes,  please  inform  me,  and  I  will 
forward  reports  from  senior  officers  present,  who 
participated  in  the  battle. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  Johnson, 

H^Jor-Gencral. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  COLSTON. 

Headquarters  Cox^ston's  Brigade,  ( 

Hay  28, 18G2.     | 

Major  A,  8.  Pendleton^  Assistant  Adjutant  Gen^ 

eral: 

Sir  :  As  commander  of  Trimble's  division  dur- 
ing the  battle  of  Chanccllorsville  on  the  second 
and  third  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  that  division. 
This  report  would  have  been  forwarded  before  but 
for  the  fact  that,  being  separated  from  the  rest  of 
the  division,  and  being  no  longer  in  command  of 
it,  I  did  not  receive  ul  the  brigade  returns  until 
yesterday. 

On  the  twenty*ninth  of  April,  the  divisions  re- 
ceived orders  to  march  from  their  camps  at  Moss 
and  Shinker's  Necks  to  Hamilton's  Crossing. 
They  reached  this  point  in  the  evening,  and  re- 
mained there  until  May  first.    Orders  were  then 

• 
*  A  Belgian  officer  of  General  Carl  Schurz'i  staff  was 
captured,  who  rcprcBented  that  the  Eleventh  corps  was  cer- 
tHiulv  ncroBS  ;  how  much  more  was  to  follow  he  could  not 
tell,  but  thought  that  the  force  altogether  In  this  column 
was  about  twenty  thousand.  He  seemed  flrank  and  honest, 
as  well  as  oommimicatiTe. 


received  to  march  in  a  direction  leading  towards 
Chancellorsville.  The  march  was  continued  until 
night,  and  resumed  early  the  next  morning  upon 
the  plank  road  leading  to  Orange  Court-House. 
Arriving  at  the  point  where  Generals  Anderson's 
and  McLaws's  divisions  were  in  position,  we  turned 
to  the  left  by  a  road  leading  by  Catherine  fur- 
nace to  the  Brook  road,  and  thence  to  the 
Orange  and  Fredericksburg  plank  road,  which 
we  followed  to  the  Germana  junction.  Here  the 
first  brigade,  under  General  Paston,  was  de- 
tached from  the  division,  ahd  ordered  to  report 
to  Brigadier-General  Fitz  Lee  of  the  cavalry. 
This  brigade  was  not  engaged  during  the  evenine 
of  the  second,  and  did  not  rejoin  the  division  untu 
next  morning.  The  rest  of  the  division  moved 
on  together  with  the  corps,  until  they  bad  reached 
a  point  west  of  Wilderness  Churcn,  and  in  the 
rear  of  the  enemy's  right  flank. 

About  five  o'clock  p.  M.,  on  May  second,  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  form  line  of  battle  near  the  "  Luck- 
ett  house,"  perpendicular  to  a  road  which  passes  on 
by  Wilderness  Church,  and  merges  into  the  plank 
road  leading  to  Chancellorsville.  After  receiving 
several  orders  and  counter  orders,  which  caused 
some  delay,  my  line  was  finally  formed,  my  three 
brigades  being  nearly  all  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
Colston's  brigade  beins  on  the  right  under 
Colonel  Warren,  Jones's  brigade  next,  and  Nichols 
on  the  extreme  left.  My  line  was  about  two  hun- 
dred yards  in  the  rear  of  General  Rodes,  who  was 
in  the  first  line,  and  orders  were  received  that  when 
any  portion  of  the  first  line  needed  reenforcements, 
the  ofiicer  commanding  this  position  would  call 
for  and  receive  aid  from  the  portion  of  the  line 
in  his  rear,  vdthout  referring  the  order  to  division 
commanders. 

Orders  to  advance  were  received  at  six  o'clock 
precisely,  and  the  troops  moved  on  with  enthu- 
siasm against  the  enemy.  In  a  few  moments  the 
action  opened  with  a  tremendous  fire  of  mus- 
ketry, two  pieces  of  Stuart's  horse  artillery  in  the 
road  supporting  our  infantry  with  their  fire. 
Notwithstanding  the  tangled  and  very  difficult 
character  of  the  woods,  and  the  resistance  of  the 
enemy,  our  troops  advanced  with  great  rapidity, 
driving  the  enemy  like  chaff  before  them,  but  not 
without  loss  to  themselves.  The  division  had 
advanced  but  a  short  time,  not  more  than  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes,  and  the  battle  had  hardlv  more 
than  commenced,  when  General  Rodes  called 
upon  Colonel  Warren  to  support  him.  The 
troops  of  my  division  had  pressed  on  so  ardently 
that  they  were  already  within  a  few  steps  of  the 
first  line,  and,  in  some  places,  mixed  up  with  them. 
The  second  and  third  brigades,  commanded  by 
General  J.  R.  Jones  and  Colonel  Warren,  pushed 
on  with  and  through  the  first  line,  and  they  were 
the^rst  to  charge  upon  and  capture  the  first  line 
of  intrenchments  oi  the  enemy  which  were  in  an 
open  field  beyond  the  Wilderness  Church.  This 
they  did  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry. 

A  large  number  of  prisoners  and  two  pieces  of 
artillery  were  taken  here  by  the  Second  brigade, 
Captain  W.  S.  Hannah>  of  the  Fiftieth  Virginia 
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regiment,  being  the  first  to  lay  his  hands  upon 
these  pieces,  and  Gk)lor- Sergeant  Pickle,  of  the 
Bame  regiment,  planting  his  colors  over  them.  At 
the  same  time,  three  pieces  of  artillery  and  a 
number  of  prisoners  were  taken  by  the  Third  bri- 

fade,  whose  gallant  commander.  Colonel  Warren, 
ad  fallen,  severely  wounded,  a  few  minutes  be- 
fore, and  which  was  now  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  T.  V.  Williams,  Thirty-seventh  Virginia. 
We  continued  to  drive  the  enemy  before  us  until 
darkness  prevented  our  farther  advance.  The 
firing  bad  now  ceased,  owing  to  the  very  difficult 
and  tangled  nature  of  the  ground  over  which  the 
troops  had  advanced,  and  the  mingling  of  the 
first  and  second  lines  of  battle,  the  formation  of 
the  troops  had  become  very  much  coniused,  and 
different  regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions  were 
mixed  up  together.  In  order  to  be  ready  to  renew 
the  conflict  at  daylight,  it  was  necessary  to  re-form 
them  in  proper  order,  an4  a  portion  of  General  A. 
P.  I£ll's  troops  having  moved  to  the  front,  I 
ordered  the  difierent  brigades  of  my  division  to 
form  near  the  log  hospital,  which  was  occupied  by 
the  enemy's  wounded,  and  to  draw  a  fresh  supply 
of  ammuirition.  The  Fourth  brigade  was  formea 
on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  the  others  on  the 
right.  The  First,  which  had  been  detached  in  the 
evening,  not  having  yet  rejoined,  was  some  dis- 
tance m  the  rear.  The  troops  were  hardly  re- 
formed and  placed  in  position,  when  the  enemy 
opened,  about  ten  o^clock,  a  furious  fire  of  shot, 
shell,  and  canister,  sweeping  down  the  plank  road 
and  the  woods  on  each  side.  A  number  of  artil- 
lery horses,  some  of  them  without  drivers,  and  a 
great  many  infantry  soldiers,  belonging  to  other 
commands,  rushed  down  the  road  in  wild  dUorder  ; 
but  although  many  casualties  occurred  at  this 
time  in  m)r  division,  the  troops  occupied  their 
positions  with  the  utmost  steaoiness.  It  was  at 
this  time  that  General  Nichols,  of  the  Louisiana 
brigade,  (Fourth),  a  gallant  and  accomplished  offi- 
cer, had  his  left  leg  torn  off  by  a  shell,  and  was 
carried  off  the  field.  The  command  of  his  bri- 
gade devolved  on  Colonel  J.  M.  Williams,  who, 
during  the  following  day,  discharged  wiUi  zeal 
and  gallantry  the  duties  of  brigade  commander. 
It  was  also  about  the  same  time  that  our  great, 
and  good,  and  ever  to  be  lamented  corps  com- 
mander fell  under  the  fire  of  some  of  the  men  of 
General  Lane's  brigade.  A  desultory  firing  con- 
tinued at  irregular  mtervals  during  the  night,  and 
the  wearied  troops  had  but  small  opportunity  to 
obtain  the  repose  which  was  so  needful  for  the 
task  of  the  next  day.  General  J.  R.  Jones,  owing 
to  the  ulcerated  condition  of  one  of  his  legs,  was 
compelled  to  leave  the  field  about  eleven  o'clock, 
and  Colonel  T.  8.  Garnett  assumed  command  of 
his  brigade. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning  orders  were  given 
to  the  division  to  form  at  right  angles  to  the 

Elank  road,  near  the  log  house  occupied  as  a 
ospital  by  the  enemy.  Colston's  and  Jones's 
brigades  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  Paxton's 
and  Nichols's  on  the  left,  in  second  line.  As  soon 
as  it  was  broad  daylight  the  battle  commenced 
with  fury.    Our  troops  advanced  firom  the  breast- 


works, running  perpendicular  to  the  plank  road, 
and  charged  the  enemy  up  the  hills,  but  were 
driven  back  by  the  enemy,  who  were  strongly  re- 
enforced.  Colston's  brigade,  under  Colonel  T.  V. 
Williams,  immediately  advanced  to  the  support 
of  the  first  line,  and  became'  hotly  engaged. 
Colonel.  T.  V.  Williams  being  wounded,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker,  who  succeeded  him 
in  command  of  the  brigade  bein^  killed,  the  com- 
mand devolved  first  upon  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Thurston,  Third  North  Carolina  regiment,  and  he 
being  wounded,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown,  First 
North  Carolina,  assumed  command.  Here  Colonel 
McDowell,  First  North  •  Carolina  re^ment,  was 
wounded,  and  Major  Stover,  Tenth  Virginia  regi- 
ment, was  killed.  By  this  time  the  enemy  were 
advancing  in  very  strong  force  towards  the  right 
of  our  line  and  of  the  breastworks,  and  were  about 
outfianking  us  on  the  right.  Seeing  this  danger, 
I  sent  Mr.  Grogan,  of  General  Trimble's  staff,  to 
order  Paxton's  brigade  to  move  by  the  right  flank 
across  the  road,  and  Lieutenant  Hinrichs,  of  the 
engineers,  was  sent  with  an  order  to  Jones's  bri- 
gade, under  Colonel  Garnett,  to  advance  towards 
the  right  from  their  position,  a  little  in  the  rear 
in  reserve.  This  was  a  most  critical  moment. 
The  troops  in  the  breastworks,  belonging  mainly 
(I  believe)  to  General  Pender's  and  General 
McGowan's  brigades,  were  almost  without  ammu- 
nition, and  had  become  mixed  with  each  other, 
and  with  fragments  of  other  commands.  They 
were  huddled  up  close  to  the  breastworks,  six  and 
eight  deep.  In  the  mean  time  the  enemy's  line 
was  steadily  advancing  on  our  front  and  right, 
almost  without  opposition,  until  I  ordered  the 
troops  in  the  breastworks  to  open  flre  upon  them. 
At  this  moment,  Paxton's  brigade  having  moved 
by  the  right  flank  across  the  road,  and  then  by 
the  left  flank  in  line  of  battle,  advanced  towards 
the  breastworks.  Before  reaching  them,  the  gal- 
lant and  lamented'  General  Paxton  fell ;  the  com- 
mand devolved  upon  Colonel  Funk,  Fifth  Virginia 
regiment.  The  brigade  advanced  steadily,  and 
the  Second  brigade  moved  up  at  the  same  time. 
They  opened  flre  upon  the  enemy  and  drove  them 
back  in  confusion.  It  was  at  and  beyond  these 
breastworks  that  the  division  sustained  the  most 
severe  loss,  the  nature  of  the  ground  being  such 
that  the  enemy  had  a  plunging  fire  upon  us,  and 
sent  destruction  upon  all  that  occupied  the  slope 
of  the  hill  on  which  we  were.  Here  fell  the  gal- 
lant Colonel  Garnett,  commanding  Jones's  bri- 
gade, leaving  Colonel  Vandeventer,  Fiftieth  Vir- 
ginia, in  command.  Here  Major  McKim,  of 
division  staff,  was  killed  while  most  gallantly 
cheering  on  the  men.  Major  Hoflman  and  Mr. 
Grogan,  of  the  same  staff,  were  wounded.  All 
these  officers  having  remained  mounted  with  and 
near  the  division  commander  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  staff",  and  having  their  horses  killed 
under  them. 

•  For  a  time  the  tide  of  battle  fluctuated ;  the 
three  brigades  of  this  division  making  several  dis- 
tinct charges,  and  beine  driven  back  by  superior 
numbers,  until  at  last  the  enemy  were  compelled 
to  abandon  their  works  near  the  Chancellor  bouse* 
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About  twenty  pieces  of  artillery  coming  into  bat- 
tery helped,  finally,  to  drive  back  the  enemy,  and 
the  conflict  was  virtually  over  at  this  point,  and 
the  firing  ceased.  In  the  mean  while  a  very  sharp 
fire  on  the  left  of  the  road  announced  that  the 
Louisiana  brigade  was  hotly  engaged.  I  ordered 
part  of  the  troops  In  the  breastworks  to  march  by 
the  left  flank  to  their  support,  and  General  Col- 
quitt's brigade  coming  up  at  the  same  time,  was 
ordered  by  General  Stuart  to  proceed  in  the  same 
direction.  These  forces  arrived  on  the  left  just  in 
time.  The  Louisiana  troops,  who  had  been  fight- 
ing gallantly  for  a  long  time  without  support,  and 
whose  ammunition  was  almost  entirely  exhausted, 
were  faUing  back,  under  a  tremendous  fire  of 
artillery  and  musketry.  The  arrival  of  the  reen- 
forcements  enabled  tfiem  to  stop  their  retrograde 
movement,  and  the  whole  line  advanced  together, 
and,  delivering  a  few  well-directed  volleys,  the 
enemy  was  forced  to  retreat  It  was  now  about 
twelve  o'clock.  The  enemy  was  driven  beyond 
Chancellorsville.  The  troops  of  my  division  were 
almost  entirely  without  ammunition,  having  ex- 

?mded  all  their  own,  besides  a  large  ouantity  of 
ankee  ammunition.  They  were  accordingly  wilJi- 
drawn  to  the  rear,  and  supplied  with  fresh  ammu- 
nition and  vrith  rations,  or  which  they  stood  in 
great  need,  and  their  shattered  ranks  were  re- 
formed. 

No  further  movements  took  place  until  about 
three  o^clock.  At  this  time  I  received  an  order  to 
report  in  person  to  General  Lee.  Upon  my  doing 
so,  the  General  ordered  me  to  form  my  division 
perpendicular  to  the  road  leading  from  the  Chan- 
cellorsville house  towards  the  United  {States 
Ford,  to  throw  forward  skirmishers,  and  to  ad- 
vance for  the  purpose  of  feeling  and  ascertaining 
the  enemy's  position,  not  of  taking  Ids  batteries. 
To  this  he  added,  that  the  road  turned  to  tixe 
right  at  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant,  but 
that  I  would  probably  meet  opposition  before  I 
got  there.  I  accordingly  formed  my  troops  on 
both  sides  of  the  road,  Nichols's  and  Colston's 
brigades  being  on  the  left  and  Jones's  and  Pax- 
toxrs  on  the  right.  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Hinrichs, 
of  the  engineers,  to  advance  with  the  skirmishers 
and  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  position.  The  com- 
mand was  then  given  for  the  division  to  move 
forward.  Hardly  had  they  advanced  a  few  paces, 
when  a  terrific  fire  of  shell  and  canister  was 
opened  by  the  enemy,  from  a  battery  of  twelve 
pieces  of  artillery,  t  ordered  a  section  of  Napo- 
leon guns  to  advance  up  the  road  and  reply  to  the 
enemy's  fire.  There  was  no  other  spot  than  the 
road  in  which  they  could  be  placed,  and  that  was 
too  narrow  to  allow  a  larger  number  of  pieces  to 
be  put  in  battery.  Plndmg  that  they  w^ould  be 
speedily  silenced,  and  probably  with  useless  loss 
of  life  and  material  by  the  enemy's  superior  artil- 
lery, I  ordered  them  back  after  a  few  rounds.  In 
the  mean  time,  perceiving;  some  confusion  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  I  proceeded  there  and  found  the 
Tenth  Louisiana  regiment  exposed  to  a  perfect 
storm  of  grape  and  shell,  and  rapidly  giving  away. 
Secc  '   '  '  \id.  Lieutenant  Tosh,  and  by  the 

'^*  ^  the  officers  of  this  regiment, 


whose  conduct  deserves  the  highest  praise*  I  suc- 
ceeded in  arresting  this  retrograde  movement,  in 
spite  of  the  enemy's  continued  fire ;  but  tlie  car- 
nage in  this  small  regiment  was  great  —  in  Icka 
than  two  minutes,  fmy  officers  and  men    fell, 
killed  and  wounded,  by  my  side,  including  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Leggett,  who  was  instantly  killed 
by  a  shell.    The  remainder  of  the  brigade  suffered 
in  a  less  degree,  some  portions  having  advanced 
inside  of  the  point  where  the  enemy's  shot  were 
falling.    By  this  time  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
enemy  occupied  a  formidable  position  ;   twelve 
pieces  of  artillery  were  planted  in  barbette  at  the 
top  of  the  first  hill,  and  a  line  of  intrenchments, 
occupied  by  infantry,  stretched  out  on  each  side 
of  the  artillery,  occupying  a  front  much  wider 
than  that  of  my  division.    Another  line  of  infan- 
try, preceded  by  skirmishers,  was  drawn  up  out- 
side of  the  works.    To  advance  in  the  face  of 
such  a  force,  vrith  a  division  so  much  reduced  as 
mine  was,  would  have  been  only  to  insure  its  de- 
struction, and  would  have  been  contrary  to  the 
instructions  I  had  received  from  the    General 
commanding.     I  accordingly  reported  to  General 
Stuart,  who  was,  for  the  time,  my  immediate  com- 
mander, that  my  division  was  not  able  to  attack, 
with  any  prospect  of  success,  the  position  of  the 
enemy.    1  was  then  ordered  by  him  to  place  my 
division  in  some  intrenchments  which  had  been 
abandoned  by  the  enemy ;  the  division  was  moved 
at  night  to  a  position  in  prolongation  of  General 
Rodes's  line,  and  the  position  was  fortified  during 
the  next  day  and  night.     On  Monday  and  Tues- 
day occasional  skirmishing  took  place  with  the 
enemy. 

In  reconnoitring  his  position  and  ascertaining 
his  movements  important  service  was  rendered 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  T.  Colston,  of  the 
Second  Virginia,  and  Captain  William  Randolph 
and  Lieutenant  Hinrichs,  of  the  enpneers. 

The  enemy  having  withdrawn  their  forces  across 
the  river,  two  brigades  of  this  division,  Colston's 
and  Jones's,  remained,  the  first  at  United  States 
Ford,  and  the  latter  near  Chancellorsville,  and 
collected  upon  the  battle-field  vast  quantities  of 
arms,  ordnance,  &c.,  which  were  sent  on  to  Guiney 
Station  and  Hamilton's  Crossing.  Communication 
was  opened  with  the  enemy  by  flag  of  truce ;  and, 
in  accordance  with  instructions  from  General  Lee, 
they  were  allowed  to  move  all  their  wounded,  and 
also  the  bodies  of  several  of  their  officers  who  had 
fallen  in  the  battle.  These  duties  being  com- 
pleted, the  two  brigades  above  mentioned  re- 
turned to  the  neighborhood  of  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing, and  I  returned  to  the  command  of  my  own 
brigade  on  the  twentieth  instant. 

Where  all  did  their  duty  so  well  and  so  com- 
pletely, it  becomes  impossible  to  mention  all  those 
who  exhibited  great  gallantr}'.  That  the  troops 
of  this  division  did  perform  their  duty  well  and 
completely,  is  evidenced  by  the  bloody  roll  of  the 
killed  and  wounded.  Two  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  killed,  and  fifteen  hundred  and  ninetv-two 
wounded,  making  eighteen  hundred  and  fortv- 
nine  casualties,  not  counting  the  very  slightly 
wounded,  in  a  division  which  went  into  action 
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with  little  more  than  six  thousand  men,  is  a  larger 
percentage  than  that  of  any  other  division  in  the 
late  battle.  Although  placed  in  second  line  at  the 
commencement  of  uie  action,  it  is  an  indubitable 
fact  that,  before  it  had  made  progress  many  min- 
utes, both  on  Saturday  and  on  Sunday,  the  troops 
of  this  division  had  passed  into  and  repeatedly 
through  and  beyond  tne  first  line.  And,  without 
aoy  desire  to  detract  from  the  just  fame  of  other 
commands,  I  feel  confident  that  much  of  the  credit 
due  to  the  prowess  of  Trimble's  division  has  been 
attributed  to  others.  The  unusal  proportion  of 
officers  who  fell,  —  the  fact  that  the  four  brigades 
lo«t  eight  brigade  commanders,  three  of  them  killed 
and  the  rest  disabled,  and  that  out  of  the  divi.<^ion 
staff  one  was  killed  and  two  were  wounded,  —  all 
this  shows  that  all,  of  every  rank,  bore  their  part 
well  in  this  great  battle. 

I  cannot,  however,  close  this  report  without 
mentioning,  more  particularly,  first  tne  names  of 
some  of  the  most  proniinent  of  the  gallant  dead. 
Paxton,  Garnett,  and  Walker  died  neroically  at 
the  head  of  their  brigades.  The  chivalrous  Duncan 
McKim,  of  General  Trimble's  staff,  fell  while  con- 
ducting reenforoements  to  repel  the  enemy.  Major 
Stover,  of  the  Tenth  Virginia,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Leggett,  Tenth  Louisiana,  and  many  others,  fell  to 
rise  no  more.  Colonel  Warren,  lenth  Virginia; 
Colonel  T.  V.  Williams,  Thirty-seventh  Virginia*; 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thurston,  Third  North 
Carolina,  wounded  while  commanding  the  Third 
brigade,  deserve  special  mention  for  their  ^al- 
lantr}*.  Also  Colonel  Funk,  Fifth  Virginia ; 
Colonel  Vandeventer,  Fiftieth  Virginia ;  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Brown,  First  North  Carolina,  and 
Colonel  J.  M.  Williams  Tenth  Louisiana,  on 
vrhom  the  command  of  the  First,  Second,  Third, 
and  Fourth  brigades  devolved  respectively.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Withers,  of  Forty-second  Vir- 
ginia ;  Major  White,  Forty-eighth  Virginia ;  Cap- 
tain Buckner,  Forty-fourth  Virginia ;  Captam 
Mosclj,  Twenty-first  Virginia ;  Major  Perkins  and 
Captam  Kelly,  commandmg  Fiftieth  Virginia,  and 
Captain  Samuel  J.  C.  Moore,  acting  adjutant- 
general  to  Jones's  brigade,  are  mentioned  for  gal- 
lant conduct  by  their  brigade  commanders,  ^so. 
Lieutenant  C.  J.  Amell,  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general  of  Paxton's  brigade,  and  Captain  Henry 
Kyd  Douglass,  inspector  of  this  brigade,  to  whose 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  I  am  also  an  eye-wit- 
ness. Colonel  H.  K.  Edmundson,  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Virginia,  severely  wounded  at  the  head 
of  his  regiment,  also  deserves  special  mention. 
Of  the  conduct  of  the  division  staff  I  cannot 
speak  too  highly.  Major  Hoffman  and  Mr. 
Charles  Grogan  were  both  severely  wounded 
while  nobly  (uscharging  their  duties.  Captain  W. 
Carrel  Hedl,  assistant  adjutant-general,  was  not 
only  conspicuous  for  his  gallantry,  but  discharged 
the  arduous  duties  of  his  position,  both  during 
and  after  the  battle,  with  a  zeal  and  ability  worthv 
of  all  praise ;  as  did  also  Lieutenant  Hinrichs,  of 
the  engineers,  who  acted,  during  the  battle,  tfs 
Aid-de-camp.  Lieutenant  James  T.  Tosh,  my  own 
Aid-de-camp,  behaved  with  a  daring  and  bravery 
which  cannot  be  surpassed,  and  aided  me  maten- 
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ally  more  than  once  in  rallying  and  pushing  for- 
ward some  portions  of  the  line,  momentarily 
wavering  under  the  superior  numbers  and  wither- 
ing fire  of  the  enemy. 

I  also  wish  to  express  my  high  appreciation  of 
the  skilful,  zealous,  and  able  manner  m  which  Dr. 
R.  F.  Coleman,  division  surgeon,  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  office.    I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  Colston, 

Brlg^adier-General. 

Official  copy : 

R.  W.  HtJNTER,  A.  A.  O., 

Johnson's  Division. 

BEPOBT  OF  BBIG.-OBNERAL  W.  H.  F.  LEB. 

Thursday,  April  30<A.  —  Marched  from  Culpep- 
er  to  Rapidan  station  with  Ninth  and  Thirteenth 
Virginia  cavalry,  and  one  piece  of  artillery ;  left 
one  squadron  in  Culpeper,  which  fell  back  on  the 
appearance  of  the  enemy,  and  joined  me  at  Rapi- 
dan.   Enemy  appeared  that  evening. 

Friday^  May  Ist  —  Engaged  all  day  with  one 
or  two  brigades  of  cavalry.  One  charge  made  by 
Colonel  Beale  with  one  squadron,  to  draw  them 
out,  took  thirty  prisoners,  but  could  not  bring 
them  off;  was  pressed  very  hard.  Received  or- 
ders from  General  Lee  to  burn  the  bridge  and  fall 
back  to  Gordonsville ;  burnt  the  bridge,  but  held 
my  position  all  day.  Enemy  commenced  moving 
towards  night  in  force  on  my  left.  Withdrew  at 
night  and  marched  towards  Gordonsville. 

Saturday,  May  2(2.  —  Reached  Gordonsville  at 
eleven  o'clock  A.  u. ;  heard  on  my  arrival  that  a 
large  body  of  the  enemv  were  at  Trevillian's  De- 
pot and  Louisa  Court-House ;  sent  the  Ninth  Vir- 
ginia cavalry  in  that  direction ;  their  videttes  were 
driven  in  by  the  enemy.  The  Ninth  regiment 
charged  and  drove  them  three  miles,  killed  and. 
wounded  a  number,  and  took  thirty-two  prisoners. 
One  Lieutenant  and  four  prisoners  taken  represent- 
ed three  different  regiments.  My  loss  was  three 
or  four  wounded.  Went  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Ninth  with  the  Thirteenth  regiment  and  two  pieces 
of  artillery ;  met  Colonel  Beale  fSedling  back ;  took 
a  position  and  waited  their  approach.  They  did 
not  advance.  Learned  that  General  Staneman 
with  his  whole  corps  was  at  Louisa  Court-House, 
moving  towards  James  River ;  supposed,  that  his 
object  was  to  tear  up  the  railroad ;  night  coming 
on,  my  men  and  horses  being  wearied  out  by  four 
days'  fighting  and  marching,  I  left,  my  pickets 
out  and  witharew  to  Gordonsville. 

Sunday,  May  3(2.  —  Received  infiarmation  from 
my  scouts  that  the  enemy  were  leaving  Louisa, 
and  moving  in  the  direction  of  Columbia.  Know- 
ing their  object  was  to  destroy  the  aqueduct,  I 
started  after  tiiem.  Arrived,  there  at  night; 
heard  that  they  had  left  in  a  great  hurry ;  pur- 
sued all  night  At  daybreak,,  having  travelled 
sixty  or  seventy  miles,  the  enenay  being  three 
hours  ahead  of  me,  halted.  My  videttes  reported 
the  enemy  about  one  mile  in  advance ;  had  ex- 
changed words ;  they  said  they  belonged  to  the 
Fifth  regulars ;  knew  the  party  I  was  pursuing 
was  Wyndham's. 
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Monday,  May  ^th.  —  Started  forward  and  came 
upon  him  drawn  up  in  the  road.    One  squadron 
or  the  Ninth  was  ahead  a  few  hundred  yards 
charged ;  the  enemy  charged  at  the  same  time 
fought  hand  to  hand  for  four  or  five  minutes 
routed  the  party ;  killed  six,  wounded  a  num- 
ber, and  tooK  thuty  three  prisoners,  among  them 
Captain  Owens  and  Lieutenant  Buford.    Captain 
Owenii  reported  that  his  regiment  was  not  all 
present,  but  that  he  was  on  picket ;  that  General 
Buford  was  only  three  miles  distant.    My  horses 
and  men  being  jaded,  and  having  only  about 
eight  hundred  men,  I  determined  not  to  pursue. 
Continued  back  to  Gordonsville,  having  travelled 
some  seventy  or  eighty  miles. 

Tuesday,  May  5th,  —  Rested,  havine  sent  out 
scouting  parties.  Heard  by  telegram  fiom  Rich- 
mond that  the  enemy  were  everywhere. 

Wednesday,  May  6th,  —  Having  received  infor.- 
mation  that  the  enemy  were  recrossing  the  rail- 
road, moved  down  upon  his  left  flank  i  came  upon 
his  rear  at  North  Anna  River ;  took  some  seven- 
teen or  eighteen  prisoners.  Their  rear  guard  had 
crossed  the  river  and  torn  up  the  bridge.  It  had 
been  raining  all  day  and  the  river  was  past  ford- 
ing. Hearing  that  this  was  only  one  party,  and 
that  another  column  was  movmg  lower  down, 
went  in  that  direction ;  found  they  had  all  crossed 
the  North  Anna,  and  destroved  the  bridges  be- 
hind them.  Moved  that  night  in  the  direction  of 
Louisa  Court-House.  Bivouacked  in  three  miles 
of  Court-House. 

Tfiursday,  May  tth.  —  Went  to  Trevillians  and 

fed.    Moved  on  at  three  P.  M.  for  Orange  Court- 

House ;  arrived  at  eight  A.  M.    Scouts  reported 

that  the  enemy  bad  crossed  the  Rapidan. 

W.  H.  F.  Lee, 
Brigadler-Genend. 

BEPORT  OF  BRIOADIEBpOENERAL  PENDER. 

Camp  Grkog,  Va.,  May  14, 1863. 

Brigadier- General  H,  ffeth,  commanding  A.  P. 

HilVs  Division : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in 
the  battle  of  Chancellors ville.  Having  arrived  up- 
on the  right  of  the  enemy's  position,  May  second, 
I  was  ordered  to  form  line  of  battle  upon  the  left 
of  the  road  leading  to  Chancellorsville,  in  rear 
and  in  support  of  a  line  formed  by  part  of  Col- 
ston's division.  In  this  order  we  advanced  some 
distance,  when  orders  were  received  to  enter  the 
road  again,  and  push  on  by  the  flank,  in  which 
•order  1  moved  until  reaching  the  advance  position 
of  our  troops.  Here,  after  my  men  were  subject- 
ed to  a  most  galling  and  destructive  shelling  from 
the  batteries  near  Chancellorsville,  I  moved  my 
regiments  in  to  the  left,  and  formed  line  of  battle, 
my  right  restine  upon  the  road.  Before  I  had 
completed  my  formation  I  found  that  my  troops 
oeeupied  the  most  advanced  position  of  our  forces. 
Skirmishers  were  thrown  out  to  the  front,  and  in 
this  position  we  remained  until  the  general  ad- 
vance was* ordered,  early  next  morning,  May  third. 
My  line  had  not  advanced  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  before  the  firing  became  very 


heavy ;  but  my  men  continued  to  advance,  and 
soon  it  became  apparent  that  the  enemy  were 
posted  behind  a  breastwork  of  logs  and  brush. 
This  we  carried  without  once  hesitating.  Beyond 
the  breastworks  the  resistance  again  became  very 
obstinate,  as  if  we  had  come  in  contact  with  a  firesh 
line  ;  —  but  let  me  here  say  that  the  thickness  of 
the  undergrowth  very  much  obstructed  the  Tiew 
of  operations  the  whole  of  this  day ;  —  and  this,  in 
its  turn,  was  driven  back  after  a  short  contest ; 
but  farther  on  the  resistance  became  so  great 
from  their  infantry  force,  and  the  tremendous  fire 
from  artillery  on  my  right  regiments,  that  they 
were  forced  to  fall  back,  but  rallied  at  the  breast- 
works, about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  our 
rear.  My  left  regiment,  (Thirteenth  North  Caro- 
lina,) not  being  subjected  to  the  artillery  fire,  did 
not  rail  back,  but  continued  to  advance  for  a  long 
distance,  with  the  brigade  on  my  left ;  and  in  thia 
advance  Lieutenant  Ireland,  Cfompany  E,  Thir- 
teenth North  Carolina,  rushed  gallantly  forward 
and  captured  Brigadier-General  Hays  and  staffs 
who  were  endeavoring  to  escape.  Ck>rporal  Mon- 
roe Robinson,  Company  A,  Thirteenth  North  Car- 
olina,  also,  about  tnis  time,  chased  a  color-bearer 
so  closely  that  he  tore  off  the  colors  and  threw 
down  the  staff,  which  was  secured. 

After  the  other  four  regiments  fell  back  to  the 
breastworks  and  were  re-formed,  I  advanced 
again,  the  men  going  forward  with  alacrity  ;  but, 
after  penetrating  the  woods  about  the  same  dis* 
tance  as  before,  had  to  fall  back  again.  This,  to 
some  extent,  was  unavoidable,  as  our  line  on  the 
right  of  the  road  had  been  driven  back  about  this 
time,  and  the  men  thus  found  that  the  enemy 
were  at  least  one  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  them 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road.  The  Thirteenth 
North  Carolina,  (on  the  left,)  after  advancing  a 
long  wav  to  the  firont,  was  nnally  compelled  to 
fall  back  for  want  of  support  and  ammunition, 
which  it  did  in  good  order.  When  my  line  was 
forced  back  the  second  time,  supports  came  up, 
and  took  the  advance.  My  men  were  about  out 
of  ammunition,  broken  down  and  badly  cut  Up, 
having  lost  about  seven  hundred  officers  and  men 
in  the  short  time  we  had  been  engaged.  What 
field  officers  were  left  collected  tne  men,  after 
they  had  fallen  behind  the  front  line,  and  were 
engaged  at  different  times  during  the  fight. 
Knowing  the  ground  pretty  well  by  this  time,  I 
remained  in  the  fight  with  whatever  troops  came 
up,  until  about  the  close  of  the  action,  when  I 
very  readily  got  my  men  into  shape  again,  near 
the  spot  from  where  I  commenced  the  advance. 

I  can  truly  say  that  my  brigade  fought  (May 
third)  with  unsurpassed  courage  and  determina- 
tion. I  never  knew  them  act  universally  so  well 
I  noticed  no  skulking ;  and  they  never  showed  any 
hesitation  in  following  their  colors.  Mv  list  o^ 
killed  and  wounded  will  show  how  manfully  thev 
fought  on  that  glorious  day.  After  having  wit- 
nessed the  fightmg  of  nearly  all  Uie  troops  that 
fotight  on  the  left  of  the  road,  I  am  satisfied  with 
my  own,  but  by  no  means  claiming  any  superior- 
ity.   All  that  I  saw  behaved  as  heroes. 

Colonel  Scales,  Thirteenth  North  Carolina,  was 
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wounded,  and  thus  I  was  depmed  of  as  gallant  a 
man  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  service.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hyman,  Thirteenth  North  Carolina,  showed 
himself  a  true  and  gallant  officer.  Captain  Rog- 
ers, Thirteenth  North  Carolina,  gallantly  carried 
the  colors  of  his  regiment  for  some  time  after  re- 
ceiving a  wound  in  the  arm.  Adjutant  Walker, 
Thirteenth  North  Carolina,  also  received  high  com- 
mendation from  his  regimental  commander  for  his 
gallantry.  Lieutenant  Smith,  Company  B,  Thir- 
teenth North  Carolina,  has  been  frequently  rec- 
ommended for  promotion  for  gallant  conduct, 
but  thus  far  has  not  been  confirmed.  Being  fired 
u])on  b)r  one  of  the  enemy,  he  rushed  forward  and 
killed  mm  with  his  sword.  Lieutenant  William- 
son, also  recommended,  as  well  as  Lieutenant 
Smith,  continued  throughout  the  fight,  after  re- 
ccixiag  a  flesh  wound  through  the  thigh.  Col- 
onel McElroy  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stowe,  Six- 
teenth North  Carolina,  both  behaved  as  finely  as 
officers  could,  until  they  were  both  seriously 
wounded.  And  I  cannot  refrain  from  mentioning 
private  Wiggins,  of  the  same  regiment,  for  his 
gallantry  and  endurance.  After  bemg  on  skirmish 
cr  picket  duty  for  three  days  and  nights,  he  vol- 
unteered to  go  out  again,  when  he  very  coolly  and 
deliberately  loaded  several  guns,  with  which  he 
killed  sevml  of  the  enemy.    It  is  with  great  sor- 


row that  I  have  to  record  the  deaths  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Cole  and  Major  Odell,  Twenty-second 
North  Carolina ;  two  finer  soldiers  or  more  gal- 
lant men  were  not  to  be  found  in  the  army.  They 
never  failed  me  on  any  occasion.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ashford,  Lieutenants  Brown  and  Robin- 
son, Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina,  the  former  jmrt 
of  the  time,  and  the  two  latter  all  the  time,  in 
charge  of  my  sharpshooters,  distinguished  them- 
selves very  much.  Colonel  Ashford  was remaiked 
for  his  gallantry  by  all ;  and  Lieutenant  Brown 
continued  with,  or  in  charge  of,  the  sharpshooters 
for  several  days.  He  is  a  young  man  who  de- 
serves promotion.  He  kept  his  skirmishers  so 
close  to  the  enemy's  breastworks  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  as  to  pick  off  their  artillery  horses,  men 
working  on  their  trenches,  and  any  one  seen 
mounted.  He  drove  in  their  skirmishers  on  all 
occasions.  I  should  mention  that  Major  Mc- 
Lauchlin,  Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina,  was  badly 
wounded,  while  behaving  most  g^lantly.  Adju- 
tant Mclntire,  same  regiment,  is  also  spoken  of 
for  distinguished  conduct.  In  general  terms, 
my  officers,  with  but  few  exceptions,  acted  not 
only  well,  but  remarkably  so. 

The  following  table  will  show  my  loss.  Six 
out  of  ten  field  officers  *were  killed  or  seriously 
wounded : 


List  of  Caaualties- 


GoxHAim. 


General  staff, 

Thfrt««nth  North  Carolina  regiment/  .  .  •  . 

Sixteenth  North  Carolina  regiment, 

Tvrentj-Bccond  North  Carolina  regiment,  •  . 
Thirty -fourth  North  Carolina  regiment, .  .  • 
Thlrt7-«ighth  North  Carolina  regiment, .  .  . 

Grand  total, 


Killed. 


o 


3 
2 
1 
2 


I 


K 


31 
14 
2S 
17 
18 


106 


WOUNDBD. 


m 
o 


u 

7 

7 
3 
7 


3d 


s 

I 

I 


167 

60 

122 

107 

70 


532 


MiBsmo. 


1 
1 


1 


6 
15 
14 
20 
11 


66 


Total. 


O 


12 
10 
10 

4 
9 


45 


I 


193 

95 

164 

144 

90 


710 


I  should  have  stated  that  Cc^nel  McElroy,  with 

his  regiment,  the  Sixteenth  North  Carolina,  after 

getting  within  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  the 

point  where  the  battle  opened  Sunday  morning, 

was  directed  to  report  to  General   Stuart,  who 

took  him  to  some  point  in  rear  of  the  enemy, 

where  he  attacked  a  camp  and  routed  them,  when 

he  rejoined  me,  at  three  o'clock  A.  M.,  only  about 

tuo  hours  before  the  fight  opened,  having  been 

marching  all  day  and  night. 

I  am.  Sir,  very  respectfully,  W.  D.  Pender, 

Brigadier-Goneral. 

BEPORT  OF  BRIOADIER-GENEBAL  THOMAS. 
llEAOgUABTSBS  TllOMAS'S  Brioaob,  May  19, 1863. 

Cnptaiu  B.  H.  Finney,  A,  A.  G. : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this 
brigade  was  ordered  by  Major-Oeneral  Hill,  on 


the  morning  of  May  second,  to  leave  its  position 
near  Chancellorsvilie,  on  the  right  of  the  plank 
road  from  Fredericksburg  to  uordonsville,  and 
move  with  the  division.  In  accordance  with  which 
order  we  moved  with  the  division  a  few  miles, 
when  a  message  was  received  that  the  enemy  had 
attacked  and  were  threatening  to  capture  the  artil- 
lery and  wagon  train  of  the  division,  near  the 
founderv.  One  regiment  was  at  first  sent,  but  the 
danger  being  reported  to  be  most  imminent,  after- 
wards the  whole  brigade,  with  General  Archer's 
brigade,  returned  and  remained  until  the  train  had 
passed  and  the  demonstrations  of  the  enejny  had 
ceased  ;  when  we  moved  on  to  overtake  the  divis- 
ion, which  we  did  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night. 
The  brigade  was  placed  in  position  by  General 
Hetb,  commanding  division,  on  the  extreme  left 
and  front,  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road  leading  to 
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Fredericksburg,  and  near  ChancellorsTille,  where 
we  remained  until  daylieht.  At  an  early  hour  on 
Sunday  morning  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance and  attack  the  enemy.  We  advanced  at 
once,  driving  a  very  heavy  force  of  skirmishers 
before  us.  After  proceeding  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  we  found  uie  enemy  in  strong 
force  in  our  front,  behind  breastworks.  The 
brigade  charged  with  promptness  and  energy, 
ana  at  the  first  charge  drove  the  enemy,  utterly 
routed,  from  their  intrenched  position.  Advan- 
cing still  fiurther  we  found  a  second  line  of  the 
enemy,  which  we  at  once  drove  from  its  position. 
This  brig^e  and  one  regiment  from  the  brigade 
on  our  riffht.  General  Pender's,  continuing  to  ad- 
vance, dnving  the  enemy  before  us,  met  another 
line  of  the  enemy.  After  a  shaxp  confiict  this 
line  was  repulsed.  At  this  point,  finding  that 
there  were  no  troops  on  my  left,  and  none  in  sup- 
porting distance  on  mv  right  or  rear,  and  the 
enemy  were  advancing  m  very  heavy  force  on  my 
left  flank,  and  making  demonstrations  on  my 
right,  I  ordered  the  brigade  to  move  back,  an& 
took  position  near  the  line  of  the  enemy's  breast- 
works, where  we  remained  until  the  whole  line 
advanced. 

When  the  enemy  hadbben  driven  back  at  every 
point,  the  brigade,  according  to  orders,  rejoiifed 
the  rest  of  the  division. 

I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  Colonel  R. 
W.  Folsom,  Fourteenth  Georgia ;  Lieutenant  W. 
L.  Grice,  Forty-fifth  Georgia ;  Major  S..T.  Player, 
Forty-ninth  Georgia,  and  Captain  John  Duke, 
Thirty-fifth  Georgia,  commanded  their  respective 
regiments  with  marked  success.  AU  the  officers 
and  men  of  my  command,  who  were  present, 
acted  with  the  utmost  coolness  and  the  most  dar- 
ing courage  before  the  enemy. 

I  have  to  re^et  the  loss  of  several  valuable 
officers.  Captain  Harman,  Fourteenth  Georgia, 
and  Captain  Shaw,  Forty-fifth  Georgia,  were 
killed,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fielder,  Captain 
Hounffer,  and  Lieutenant  Solomons  fell  mortally 
wounded,  in  a  few  yards  of  the  enemy's  breast- 
works, gallantly  leading  their  men  to  the  charge. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwabd  L.  Thomas. 

Brigadier-General. 

JEUSPOBT  OF  BBIGADIER-GENERAL  ABGHBR. 

Headquarters  Archer's  Brigade,  ) 

June  2, 1863.     { 

Captain  B,  E.  Finney ,  A.  A.  G, : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that, 
about  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  Mav  second,  by  order 
of  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill,  I  withdrew  my  bri- 
gade from  its  advanced  position  on  the  "  plank 
road,"  leaving  my  pickets  out  to  wait  until  re- 
lieved, and  proceeded  to  follow  the  other  brigades 
of  the  division,  which,  with  the  exception  of 
Thomas's,  had  gone  to  the  left,  bv  the  Welford 
Fumaceroad.  Thomas's  brigade  mllowed  in  my 
rear.  When  I  had  advanced  two  miles  beyond 
the  furnace,  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  cavalry  rode 
up  and  reported  that  a  large  body  of  the  enemy 
had  attacked  the  train  in  my  rear  and  driven  on 


the  troops  which  had  been  left  to  protect  it  As 
the  apparent  exigencv  of  the  case  allowed  no  time 
to  communicate  with  the  Major-General,  I  im- 
mediately ordered  back  my  own  and  Thomas's 
brigade ;  but,  when  I  arrived  at  the  ftimace,  found 
that  the  enemy  had  already  been  repulsed  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown,  of  the  artillery,  and 
some  infantry,  among  which  I  learned  that  Captain 
W.  S.  Moore,  Fourteenth  Tennessee  regiment, 
with  his  company,  bore  a  conspicuous  part.  I 
enclose,  herewith,  Captain  Moore's  report.  Owing 
to  the  delay  thus  occasioned,  I  did  not  rejoin  the 
division  until  late  at  ni^ht  During  the  night  I 
formed  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  division,  with 
General  McGowan's  brigade  on  my  left.  The  next 
morning,  about  sunrise,  we  moved  forward  to  the 
attack,  through  dense  pine  timber,  driving  before 
us  the  enemas  skirmisners,  and,  at  a  distance  of 
four  hundred  yards,  emeiging  into  the  open  field 
in  front  of  a  battery,  wmch  was  placed  on  an 
abrupt  hill  near  a  spring-house.  We  advanced 
at  double  auick,  and  captured  four  pieces  of 
artillery,  afad  about  one  hundred  prisoners,  driv- 
ing the  infantry  supports  in  confusion  before  us. 
From  this  position  the  enemy  could  be  seen  in 
heavy  force  in  the  woods,  which  commenced  about 
six  hundred  yards  diagonally  to  the  right  and 
front,  and  in  the  high  open  ground  to  tne  front. 
No  other  troops  of  our  army  were,  at  this  time, 
in  sight  of  us.  After  a  few.  mimntes'  halt  to  re- 
form our  line,  which  had  become  somewhat  broken 
by  its  rapid  advance  through  the  woods,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  attack  the  wood,  which  I  have  men- 
tioned as  lying  diagonally  to  the  front  and  right. 
My  brigade,  vmich  was  at  the  beginning  only  one 
thousand  four  hundred  strong,  and  entirely  un- 
supported, attacked  with  great  intrepidity;  but 
the  position  was  strongly  intrenched,  and  manned 
by  vastly  greater  numbers,  and  we  were  forced  to 
retire  from  within  seventy  yards  of  the  intrencb- 
ments.  We  again  formed  and  advanced  to  the 
attack,  and  were  again  forced  to  retire.  I  now 
moved  my  brigade  to  the  point  where  we  had 
captured  the  batteries,  to  await  the  arrival  of  re- 
enforcements. 

Soon  after  Major  Fegram  came  up  and  oc- 
cupied the  position  with  artillery.  Colonel  Mer- 
cer came  up  on  the  left  with  three  regiments  of 
Doles's  brigade,  and  General  Anderson  came  up 
from  the  rear,  on  my  right,  with  his  division.  He 
soon  after  moved  to  the  right,  leaving  me  in  sup- 
port of  the  artillery,  which  had  opened  a  heavy 
and  effective  fire  upon  the  enemy,  which  was  hotly 
returned,  although  with  little  effect.  In  a  few 
minutes  General  Lee  rode  up,  and  soon  directed 
me  to  move  forward  with  my  own  brigade  and  the 
three  regiments  of  Doles's,  which  were  under 
command  of  Colonel  Mercer.  After  advancing 
four  or  five  hundred  yards  Colonel  Mercer  re- 
quested a  short  halt  until  the  ammunition,  which 
had  just  arrived,  could  be  distributed  to  his  regi- 
ments. During  this  halt  I  received  an  order, 
through  one  of  General  Stuart's  staff,  not  to  ad- 
vance farther  until  I  received  the  order  from  him ; 
but  other  troops  coming  up  on  Colonel  Mercer's 
left  and  on  my  right,  I  moved  slowly  forwa^,  and 
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soon  came,  on  aacending  the  hill  in  front  of  Chan- 
cellorsTille,  in  full  view  and  range  of  the  enemy's 
cannon,  which  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  us. 
About  half  of  my  brigade  had  by  this  time,  in  its 
advance,  entered  the  woods,  having  swung  around 
slightly  to  the  right  for  this  purpose;  the  left 
regiment  of  Doles's  brigade,  which  was  to  the  left 
of  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  artillery  fire,  and  all 
that  portion  of  the  line  on  its  left  (I  do  not  know 
what  troops  they  were),  moved  over  by  flank  to 
the  left.  As  soon  as  I  observed  this  movement  I 
rode  across  the  field  to  bring  them  back,  but 
when  I  reached  the  plank  road  I  found  they  had 
crossed  it  and  entered  the  wood  on  its  left.  I 
then  rode  back  across  the  field,  under  the  fire  of 
the  artillery,  to  the  point  where  my  brigade  had 
entered  the  wood.  On  account  of  the  denseness 
of  the  tangled  thicket,  and  the  number  of  men  of 
other  brigades,  I  did  not  for  some  time  find  my 
own,  and  feared  that  it  had  fallen  back,  but  was 
gratified  to  find  that  all  its  little  regiments  had 
moved  promptly  forward  and  driven  the  enemy 
from  that  part  of  their  trenches  farthest  to  the 
left  and  nearest  to  Chancellor's  house.  All  firing 
ceased  a  short  time  after  I  entered  the  wood.  I 
soon  after  found  the  brigade  in  the  open  field  and 
joined  the  division  on  the  plank  roaa.  The  next 
day  the  division  fortified  its  position  on  the  left 
of  the  jplank  road  fronting  the  United  States 
Ford.  Ueneral  Pender,  in  command  of  the  divis- 
ion, being  wounded  in  the  evening,  the  command 
of  the  division  devolved  on  me,  and  that  of  the 
brigade  on  Colonel  Fry  for  a  short  time,  during 
which  nothing  important  occurred  except  some 
skirmishing  in  front 

My  loss  in  this  action  was  forty-one  killed  and 
three  hundred  and  seventeen  wounded.  Among 
the  former  was  Major  Smith,  Thirteenth  Alabama 
regiment,  and  Captain  Stewart,  commanding  Fifth 
Alabama  battalion,  and  among  the  latter  Colonel 
McComb,  Fourteenth  Tennessee  regiment,  se- 
verely. My  A.  A.  General,  Captain  Archer,  and 
Aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Thomas,  were  present 
with  the  brigade  throughout  the  action. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  acknowledge  the  gallant 
and  efiicient  service  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Williams,  of 
Maryland,  a  volunteer  Aid  on  my  staff.  The 
regiments  were  commanded  as  follows :  First 
Tennessee,  Lieutenant-Colonel  George ;  Thirteenth 
Alabama,  Colonel  Fry;  Fourteenth  Tennessee, 
Colonel  McComb,  until  wounded,  and  afterwards 
by  Captain  Wilson ;  Seventh  Tennessee  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Fite,  and  Fifth  Alabama  battalion, 
by  Captain  Stewart. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

■   J.  J.  Archer, 

Brlgadler-G^eral. 

BEFOBT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  LANE. 

Headquartkrs  Lane'r  Buioadb,  / 
*<  Camp  Greog,"  May  10, 1863.  ( 

Captain  B,  H.  Finney y  A,  A,  0. : 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  May  my  brigade 
moved  from  its  position  in  the  second  line,  near 
Haxnilton's  Crossing,  along  the  plank  road,  in  the 


direction  of  Chancellorsville,  and  that  n^ht 
formed  line  of  battle,  with  skirmishers  thrown  tor- 
ward  to  the  right  of  the  road,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  the  latter  place.  Next  momine,  after 
^e  artillery  fieht  on  our  right,  it  was  marched  to 
theplank  road  above  Chancellorsville,  by  the  way 
of  Welford's  iron  forge,  and  then  ordered  to  move 
down  the  road  by  the  flank,  while  the  three  lines 
of  battle  advanced.  After  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  enemy  were  rapidly  falling  back,  it  pushed 
forward  with  the  artillery  beyond  the  third  and 
second  lines  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  first. 
Here  General  A.  P.  HQl  ordered  me  (at  dark)  to  de- 
ploy one  regiment  as  skirmishers  across  the  road, 
to  form  line  of  battle  in  rear  with  the  rest  of  the 
brigade,  and  to  push  vigorously  forward.  In 
other  words,  we  were  ordered  to  make  a  night  at- 
tack, and  capture  the  enemy's  batteries  in  front  if 
Dossible.  Just  then  they  opened  a  terrific  artillery 
nre,  which  was  responded  to  by  our  batteries.  As 
soon  as  this  was  over,  I  deployed  the  Thirty-third 
North  Carolina  troops  forwara  as  skirmishers,  and 
formed  line  of  battle  to  the  rear, —  the  Seventh 
and  Thirty-seventh  to  the  right,  the  Eighteenth  and 
Twenty-eighth  to  the  left,--  the  left  of  the  Thirty- 
seventh  and  right  of  the  Eighteenth  resting  on  the 
road.  I  had  moved  forward  the  Eighteenth  and 
Twenty-eighth  to  within  a  short  distance  of  our 
line  of  skirmishers,  and  was  about  to  move  the 
Seventh  and  Thirty-seventh  to  a  corresponding  po- 
sition before  ordermg  the  whole  line  forward,  when 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  of  a  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment, entered  our  lines  with  a  white  flag,  and 
wished  to  know  if  we  were  Coti^edercUe  or  Union 
troops.  Considering  this  an  illegitimate  use  of 
the  white  flag,  as  he  expressly  stated  it  was  not 
his  object  to  surrender^  and  not  wishing  to  let  him 
return,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Lane  to  General  A.  P. 
Hill  to  know  what  I  should  do.  Our  skirmishers 
on  the  right  soon  after  fired  upon  a  few  of  the  en- 
emy who  had  approached  tolerably  near,  and  a  few 
random  shots  were  fired  by  the  Seventh  and  Thirty- 
seventh  regiments,  without  orders,  which  appear  to 
have  drawn  the  enemy's  artillery  and  infantry  fire. 
I  understand  from  the  official  report  of  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Eighteentn  North  Carolina 
troops,  that  General  A.  P.  Hill,  staff  and  couriers, 
were  in  the  road  in  advance  of  them  at  the  time, 
and  to  avoid  the  enemy's  fire  some  of  them  dashed 
into  the  woods,  over  the  Eighteenth  regiment, 
which  fired  into  them,  mistaking  them  in  the  dark  for 
the  enemy's  cav  airy.  After  this  unfortunate  mistake 
I  received  information  that  a  body  of  troops  was 
moving  on  our  right.  I  at  once  sent  out  Lieutenant 
Emack  and  four  men  to  reconnoitre,  and  they  soon 
returned  with  a  Pennsylvania  regiment,  which  had 
thrown  down  their  arms,  and  surrendered  them- 
selves prisoners  of  war.  This  re^ment  was  com- 
m  anded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  who  had  com- 
menced to  remonstrate  with  me  for  allowing  it  to  be 
captured  while  he  was  in  my  lines  with  a  white  flag, 
when  the  enemy's  artillery  opened  upon  us  again. 
I  at  once  sent  the  regiment  to  the  rear  under  Cap- 
tain Young,  his  company  having  been  detailed  as 
a  guard,  and  turned  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith 
over  to  Captain  Adams,  signal  officer,  to  be  taken 
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to  Genera]  A.  P.  Hill.  General  A.  P.  Hill  being 
wounded,  the  niffht  attack  was  not  made  as  at 
first  contemplated.  I  withdrew  the  left  wine  of 
the  Thirty-toirdy  which  formed  on  the  rieht  of  the 
Seventh,  and  extended  our  line  still  fartner  to  the 
right,  with  the  Eighteenth  and  Twenty-eighth  regi- 
ments—  the  right  of  the  Twenty-eighth  resting  on 
a  road  running  obliquely  to  the  plank  road,  with 
two  of  its  companies  broken  back  to  ffuard  against 
a  flank  movement.  Between  twelve  and  one 
o'clock  that  night  the  enemy  could  be  heard  mar- 
shalling their  troops  alonp;  our  whole  front,  while 
their  artillery  was  rumbling  up  the  road  on  our 
right.  Soon  after,  their  artillery  opened  right  and 
left,  and  Sickles's  command  rushed  upon  us  with 
loud  and  prolonged  cheering.  They  were  driven 
back  on  tne  left  by  our  skirmishers,  but  the  fight 
was  more  stubborn  on  the  right,  which  toas  their 
main  point  of  attack.  The  Eighteenth  and  Twenty- 
eighth  and  left  wing  of  the  Thirty-third  engaged 
them  there,  and  gallantly  drove  them  back, 
although  thev  had  outflanked  us  and  encountered 
the  two  right  companies  of  the  Twenty-eighth, 
which  had  been  deflected  in  anticipation  of  such  a 
movement.  A  subsequent  attack,  made  about  half 
an  hour  later,  was  similarly  repulsed.  The  Twenty- 
eighth  captured  a  staff  officer.  The  colors  of  the 
Third  Maine  volunteers  were  taken  by  Captain 
Clark's  company  of  the  same  regiment.  The 
Eighteenth  also  captured  an  Aid  to  General  Wil- 
liams. A  number  of  field  and  company  officers, 
and  a  large  number  of  men,  were  captured  along 
our  whole  line.  After  the  enemv  were  repulsed. 
General  McGowan  was  ordered  rorward  with  his 
brigade,  and  took  position  on  our  ri^ht. 

On  Sunday  morning,  about  sunrise,  the  whole 
brigade  was  wheeled  a  little  to  the  left,  that  the 
line  might  be  perpendicular  to  the  plank  road,  and 
then,  in  obedience  to  orders,  moved  gallantly  for- 
ward with  shouts  driving  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers, 
and  handsomely  charging  and  carr)dng  their  breast- 
works. The  left  of  Uie  Thirty-seventh  passed  en- 
tirely over  the  works,  capturing  a  number  of 
prisoners ;  and  the  gallant  old  Seventh  eclipsed  all 
of  its  former  glories.  These  works  were  on  a  hill, 
commanded  by  the  Chancellorsville  hill,  which  was 
fortified  with  a  line  of  earthworks  for  twenty-eight 
(28)  pieces  of  artillery,  running  nearly  parallel  to 
our  position,  and  between  four  hundred  and  ^se 
hundred  yards  distant,  with  a  stream  of  water  in- 
tervening. As  soon  as  we  had  dislodged  their 
infantry,  these  guns,  with  others,  opened  a  mur- 
derous fire  of  shell,  grape,  and  canister  upon  us,  a 
fresh  column  of  their  infantry  was  thrown  against 
us,  and  with  our  right  flauK  completely  turned, 
we  were  forced  to  fall  back,  with  the  loss  of  about 
one  third  of  the  command.  The  Twenty-eighth 
rigiment,  commanded  by  its  gallant  young  Colonel 
(Lowe),  fell  back  a  few  hundred  yards,  and  was 
ordered  to  give  assistance  wherever  needcd>  while 
I  superintended  the  re-forming  of  the  rest  of  the 
brigade,  still  farther  to  the  rear.  Colonel  Lowe 
informs  me  that  the  Twenty-eighth  behaved  well 
throughout  the  remainder  of  the  day ;  that  it  made 
two  more  charges  under  heaw  artillery  firing,  and 
was  1'"*  '         'by  Major-deneral   Stuart.    As 


soon  as  the  rest  of  the  brigade  was  re-formed,  ar.d 
replenished  with  ammunition,  they  were  taken 
back  into  the  woods,  to  the  left  of  t6e  plank  road, 
to  the  support  of  General  Colquitt's  command, 
which  was  then  nearly  out  of  ammunition. 

The  woods  which  we  entered  were  on  fire ;  the 
heat  was  excessive ;  the  smoke  arising  from  burn- 
ing blankets,  oil  cloths,  &c.,  verv  oronsive  ;  the 
dead  and  dying  of  the  enemy  could  be  seen  on  all 
sides  enveloped  in  flames,  and  the  ground  on 
which  we  formed  was  so  hot  as  at  first  to  be  dis- 
agreeable to  our  feet  Nothing  daunted,  how> 
ever,  the  men«took  their  positions  without  a  mur- 
mur, and  notwithstanding  their  previous  hard 
marchinff,  desperate  fighting,  and  sleepless  nights, 
remained  under  arms  again  the  whole  of  Sunday 
night,  in  the  front  line,  while  heavy  skirmishing 
was  going  on.  Never  have  I  seen  men  fi^ht  more 
gallantly,  and  bear  fatigue  and  hardship  more 
cheerfully.  I  shall  always  feel  proud  of  the  noble 
bearing  of  mv  bri^de  in  the  battle  of  Chancel- 
lorsville, the  bloodiest  in  which  it  has  ever  taken 
a  part,  where  the  Thirty-third  discharged  its 
duties  so  well  as  skirmishers,  and  with  the  Eigh- 
teenth and  Twenty-eighth  gallantly  repulsed  two 
night  attacks,  made  by  vastly  superior  numbers, 
and  where  the  Seven tn  and  Thfrty-seventh  vied 
with  each  other  as  to  who  should  first  drive  the 
vandals  from  their  works.  Its  gallantry  has  cost  it 
many  noble  sacrifices,  and  we  are  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  some  of  our  bravest  spirits. 
The  fearless  Perdie  was  killed  while  urging  for- 
ward his  men ;  the  gentle,  but  gallant  Hill,  after 
the  works  had  been  taken,  and  Johnnie  Young, 
a  mere  boy,  not  yet  eighteen,  but  a  brave  and 
efficient  Captain,  fell  at  the  head  of  his  company. 
Captain  Kerr,  Lieutenants  Campbell,  Bolick, 
Emack,  Weaver,  Bouchelle,  Babb,  Callais,  and 
Ra^n  all  fell  in  the  gallant  dischai^e  of  their 
duties,  as  also  did  J.  Roarker  Lane,  of  Company 
E,  Fifth  Virginia  cavalry,  who  at  the  time  was 
acting  as  my  volunteer  Aid.  I  cannot  speak  in 
too  high  terms  of  the  behavior  of  the  officers  of  . 
this  brigade.  Colonel  Barbour,  though  wounded, 
was  from  time  to  time  with  his  command,  giring 
all  the  assistance  he  could.  Major  Morris,  wound- 
ed in  the  foot,  left  the  hospital  on  horseback  and 
assisted  in  re-forming  his  regiment.  Major  May- 
hew,  after  the  left  wmg  of  the  Thirty-third  was 
withdrawn,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cowan,  wound- 
ed, gallantly  commanded  the  skirmishers  in  the 
night  attack,  was  wounded  in  the  charge  the  next 
day,  and  is  now  thouglit  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Spear  was  wounded 
in  one  of  the  night  attacks,  and  Colonels  Avery 
and  Haywood,  Lieutenant-Colonels  Geoige  and 
Ashcroft,  and  Major  Davidson,  in  the  charge  of 
Sunday  morning.  After  the  loss  of  so  many  field 
officers,  Major  Barry  and  Captains  Harris,  Saun- 
ders, Brown,  and  Nicholson  rendered  me  great 
assistance.  Captain  Saunders,  in  his  officiu  re- 
port, calls  special  attention  to  the  efficiency  of 
Lieutenants  E.  Price  and  J.  L.  Farrow  of  the 
Thirty-third  regiment  Lieutenant  Bryan,  ord- 
nance officer,  and  Lieutenant  Nichc^son,  brigade 
inspector,  discharged  their  duties  well,  though  the 
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latter  had  but  few  "  stragglers  ?*  and  no  *'  skulk- 
ers "  to  drive  forward  that  I  have  yet  heard  of. 
I  am  specially  indebted  to  mv  Aid-de-camp,  Lieu- 
tenant O.  Lane^and  to  one  of  my  couriers,  George 
K  Barringer,  for  the  great  assistance  rendered 
me.  They  both  bore  themselves  well  under  the 
hottest  fires.  My  other  courier  was  a  poltroon, 
and  has  been  sent  back  to  his  regiment.  The 
brigade  loss  is  twelve  commissioned  officers  killed, 
fifty-nine  wounded,  and  one  missing;  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  enlisted  men  killed,  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven  wounded,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty-one  missing ;  making  an  aggregate  of 
nine  hundred  and  nine. 

Respectfully, 

James  H.  Lake, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER^GENERAL  DOLES. 

Heaoquartebs  Doxjss's  Brigade,  Rooks's    ) 
Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  May  0,  1863. ) 

Captain  Oreen  Peyton^  A,  A,  G» : 

Captain':  On  the  morning  of.  the  twenty-ninth 
of  April  this  brigade  was  ordered  to  march  in  the 
direction  of  Hamilton's  Crossing.  The  command 
was  in  motion  by  eight  o'clock  A.  M. ;  arrived  at 
the  Crossing  at  ten  A.  M. ;  remained  in  position, 
on  the  crest  of  the  hill  at  the  Hamilton  House, 
until  two  o'clock  A.  M.,  thirtieth ;  then  moved  in 
position,  left  of  brigade  resting  on  railroad,  con- 
necting with  right  of  General  Iverson's  brigade, 
and  connecting  the  right  with  left  of  General  Col- 

Suitt'fi  brigade ;  remained  in  this  position  during 
le  day  and  night.  At  twO  o'clock,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  May  first,  marched  towards  Orange  Court- 
House  plank  road.  About  one  o'clock  P.  M., 
formed  line  of  battle  on  the  plank  road,  about 
two  miles  from  Todd's  Tavern;  threw  out  skir- 
mishers, driving  back  those  of  the  enemy,  and  took 
six  prisoners.  About  six  p.  M.,  same  day,  moved 
up  the  dirt  road,  one  mile  beyond  Todd's  Tavern, 
and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  About  six  o'clock 
A.  M.,  May  second,  moved  up  the  dirt  road  about 
half  a  mile,  filed  off  to  the  left  on  the  Furnace 
Koad,  arriving  at  Germana  Road  about  three  and 
a  half  o'clock  p.  M.,  and  formed  line  of  battle, 
left  of  brigade  resting  on  said  road.  Brigade 
formed  as  follows :  Fourth,  Forty-fourth,  Twenty- 
first,  and  Twelfth  Georgia;  the  Fourth  Georgia 
resting  on  road,  skirmishers  thrown  forward  about 
four  hundred  yards  in  advance.  At  five  o'clock 
P.  M.,  the  order  was  given  to  advance  against  the 
enemy.  The  brigade  moved  as  rapidly  as  possible 
through  a  very  thick  wood,  and  skirmishers  were 
immediately  engaged  by  those  of  the  enemy. 
Our  forces,  marching  rapidly  forward,  assisted  in 
driving  in  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  when  we 
^ere  subjected  to  a  very  heavy  musket  fire,  and 
Krape,  canister,  and  shell.  The  command  was  or- 
dered to  attack  the  enemy  in  his  intrenched  posi- 
tion, drive  him  from  it,  and  take  his  batteries. 
The  order  was  promptly  obeyed  ;  the  Fourth  and 
Forty-fourth  Georgia  assaulted  his  position  in 
front;  the  Twenty-first  Georgia  was  ordered  to 
move  towards  the  left  and  flank  him,  so  as  to  en- 
filade his  intrenchments ;  the  Twelfth  Georgia 


was  ordered  forward,  and  to  the  right,  to  attack  a 
force  of  the  enemy  on  the  right.  After  a  resist- 
ance of  about  ten  minutes,  we  drove  him  from  his 
positions  on  the  left,  and  carried  his  battery  of  two 
guns,  caissons,  and  horses.  The  movement  of  the 
Twelfth  Georgia  on  the  right  was  successful.  The 
order  to  forward  was  given,  when  the  command 
moved  forward  at  the  **  double  quick  "  to  as- 
sault the  enemy,  who  had  taken  up  a  strong  po- 
sition on  the  crest  of  a  hill,  in  the  open  field.  He 
was  soon  driven  from  this  position,  the  command 
pursuing  him.  He  made  a  stubborn  resistance 
from  behind  a  wattling  fence,  on  a  hill  covered 
thickly  with  pine.  The  whole  command  moved 
gallantly  agamst  this  position,  the  Fourth  and 
Forty-fourm  Georgia  in  front,  and  the  Twenty- 
first  and  Twelfth  on  his  left  flank  and  rear.  Here 
we  captured  one  gun,  (a  rifled  piece.)  We  pur- 
sued nis  retreating  forces  about  three  hundred 
yards  over  an  open  field,  receiving  a  very  severe 
fire  from  musketry  and  a  battery  of  four  pieces  on 
the  crest  of  the  hill  that  commanded  the  field  be- 
low ;  his  infantry  was  in  lar^  force,  and  well  pro- 
tected by  rifie  pits  and  mtrenchments.  The 
command  was  ordered  to  "take"  the  intrench- 
ments and  the  battery,  which  was  done  after  a 
resistance  of  about  twenty  minutes.  The  enemy 
fled  in  utter  confusion,  leaving  his  battery  of  four 
pieces,  his  wounded,  and  many  prisoners.  The 
Twelfth  Georgia,  and  the  lar^r  portion  of  the 
other  regiments,  were  formed  m  good  order,  and 
pursued  him  through  the  pine  forest,  moving  some 
nve  hundred  yards  to  the  front,  and  holding  that 
position  until  after  dark.  While  in  this  advanced 
position  the  enemy  abandoned  one  gun.  Fresh 
troops  having  been  placed  in  that  position,  after 
dark  I  ordered  the  command  to  retire  to  the  edge 
of  the  woods  for  the  purpose  of  replenishing  am- 
munition, the  men  being  entirely  out,  and  it  being 
impossible  to  get  ammunition  to  them.  After  re- 
plenishing with  ammunition,  we  were  ordered  to 
oivduac  on  the  field  for  the  night  During  this 
engagement,  which  lasted  from  about  five  and  a 
half  to  nine  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  command  captured 
eight  pieces  of  artillery  and  many  prisoners.  The 
pieces  of  artillery  were  ordered  to  be  carried  to 
the  rear,  and  turned  over  to  the  first  artillery  or 
ordnance  officer  found.  In  this  engagement  we 
lost  many  gallant  men  killed  and  wounded. 
Among  the  killed  were  Captain  R.  M.  Bisel,  com- 
pany £,  Fourth  Georgia ;  Captain  G.  G.  Green, 
company  F ;  Captain  H.  M.  Creidle  and  Lieuten- 
ant A.  M.  Burnside,  acting  adjutant  of  the  Forty- 
fourth  Georgia,  and  Captain  U.  C.  Allen,  Twenty- 
first  Georgia,  who  fell  while  gallantly  and  nobly 
leading  their  commands.  Colonel  rhillip  Cook, 
Fourth  Georgia,  severely,  and  Captain  A.  C.  Wat- 
kins,  company  A,  Twenty-first  Georgia,  mortally 
wounded  while  leading  their  commands  in  a  chai-ge 
against  the  enemy.  Sunday  morning.  May  third, 
at  six  o  clock,  the  command  was  ordered  forward, 
as  follows :  Forty-fourth,  Twenty-first^  Twelfth, 
Fourth,  the  left  of  the  Forty-fourth  connecting 
with  the  right  of  General  Ilamseur's  brigade. 
The  march  to  the  front  was  through  a  very  dense 
pine  and  swamp.    During  the  march  the  left  of 
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the  brigade  lost  its  connection  with  the  right  of 
General  Ramseur,  and  moved  off  bv  the  "  right 
flank,"  passing  in  rear  of  the  regiments  to  its 
right,  wnilst  four  companies  of  the  Twenty-first 
Georgia  and  the  Twelfth  Georgia,  with  portions 
of  the  Forty-fonrth  and  Fourtn,  moved  to  the 
front.  The  right  portion  of  the  brigade  was  or- 
dered by  General  Stuart  to  support  a  battery  to 
its  right,  while  the  left  moved  forward,  assaulting 
the  enemy,  and  assisting  in  driving  him  from  his 
position  rrom  behind  a  strong  work  of  logs.  He 
was  dislodged,  after  a  very  stubborn  resistance,  by 
a  charge.  This  portion  of  the  command  kept  up 
the  pursuit,  driving  him  through  the  woods,  bacK 
on  his  batteries  on  the  heights  near  Chanoellors- 
ville.  While  moving  to  assault  him,  in  his  posi- 
tion on  the  hill,  I  discovered  the  enemy  in  large 
force  to  my  right.  Colonel  Willis,  commanding 
Twelfth  Geor^a,  was  ordered  to  wheel  his  regi- 
ment to  the  right  and  engage  him,  the  other  com- 
panies coming  up  promptly  to  Colonel  Willis's 
support.  The  enemy,  after  the  first  fire,  fled.  A 
large  number  threw  down  their  arms  and  surren- 
dered; they  were  ordered  to  the  rear.  Being 
protected  by  the  crest  of  a  hill  to  the  left  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  we  moved  by  the  flank,  getting 
in  his  rear,  when  he  abandoned  seven  pieces  of 
artillery  on  the  field  and  fled.  We  were  attacked 
in  our  rear  by  his  infantry  force  from  the  woods ; 
we  faced  to  the  rear,  charged  the  wood,  and  after 
a  few  minutes'  resistance  he  withdrew.  After  he 
withdrew,  his  batteries  at  the  Chancellorsville 
House  opened  a  very  destructive  fire  on  us  with 
grape,  canister,  and  shrapnel.  We  were  in  about 
four  hundred  yards  of  his  batteries.  We  did  not 
have  force  enough  to  carry  his  position,  and  see- 
ing no  support  on  the  field,  and  the  enemy  mov- 
ing a  large  infantry  force  to  our  right,  we  with- 
drew to  uie  woods  where  we  first  engaged  him. 
That  portion  of  the  brigade  ordered*  to  support 
our  battery  was  under  command  of  Colonel  J.  T. 
Mercer,  Twenty-first  Georgia;  they  were  after- 
wards ordered  forward,  and  to  conform  to  the 
movements  of  General  Archer's  brigade.    After 


advancing  to  the  woods,  from  which  we  were 
forced  to  retire,  they  were  also  forced  to  retire. 
The  brigade  was  re-formed,  and,  by  order  from 
General  Lee,  ordered  to  the  spring  to  our  right,  to 
act  as  provost  guard  over  a  large  number  of  pris- 
oners collected  there.  We  remained  there  two  or 
three  hours,  and  sent  prisoners  to  the  rear  under 
Lieutenant  R.  V.  Jones,  brigade-inspector.  We 
then  joined  the  division  on  the  Germana  Road  at 
Chancellorsville,  and  remained  in  position  in  the 
road  that  night.  On  Monday,  the  fourth,  we  were 
ordered  to  move  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  road, 
and  connect  my  left  with  the  right  of  General 
Pender.  On  Tuesday,  the  fifth,  the  skirmishers 
were  ordered  to  press  forward  and  feel  the  enemy, 
and  ascertain  his  position  and  strength.  Thev 
found  him  in  strong  numbers  and  well  mtrenched. 
On  Wednesday,  the  sixth,  at  daylight,  skirmishers 
were  again  ordered  to  feel  the  enemy.  They 
moved  to  the  front,  and  found  he  had  evacuated 
his  position  and  withdrawn  his  forces  across  the 
river.  About  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  we  were  ordered 
to  march  back  to  our  old  encampment.  Li  clos- 
ing this  report,  I  cannot  speak  in  terms  too  high 
of  Colonel  Cook  and  Lieutenant  Winn,  of  the 
Fourth  Georgia;  Colonel  Willis  and  Major 
Hardeman,  of  the  Twelfth  Georgia ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Lumpkin,  Forty-fourth  Georgia ;  Colonel 
Mercer  and  Major  Glover,  Twenty-£st  Georgia. 
To  their  promptness  and  gallantry,  and  the  oLle 
manner  in  which  they  were  sustained  by  the  ofli- 
cers  and  men  of  their  commands,  all  of  whom  did 
their  whole  duty,  I  acknowledge  my  indebtedness. 
Attention  is  respectfully  called  to  their  reports, 
which  you  wiU  nnd  enclosed.  To  my  staff,  Cap- 
tain Snead,  assistant  adjutant-general ;  Lieuten- 
ant Hawkins,  aid-de-camp;  Lieutenant  Jones, 
brigade-inspector ;  Sergeant  Furlow,  and  privates 
Cheeves  and  Ormsby,  couriers,  I  am  under  many 
obligations  for  assistance  ffiven  me.  I  respectfully 
commend  them  for  "gallantry  and  meritorioas 
conduct."  This  brigade  went  into  action  with 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  officers  and  one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  sixty-eight  enlisted  men. 


Casualties  in  Brigade, 


Beoxxxntb. 


Fourth  (Georgia,.  .  • 
Twelfth  Georgia,  .  • 
Twenty-first  Georgia, 
Forty-fourth  Georgia, 


Killed. 


e 

I 

o 


1 
1 


2 


Grand  total, 


8 

1 
I 


28 

11 

15 

8 


62 


WODHDED, 


12 

4 
8 
7 


31 


I 
3 


103 
M 
66 
90 


312 


Hissnffo. 


.     ■     • 

11 

•    •    • 

2 

•    .    • 

10 

•    •    • 

6 

28 


s 


155 
72 
89 

121 

437 


I  am.  Captain,  most  respectfully  yours. 


Geo.  DotBs, 

Biigadier-GcBiavL 
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K£PORT  OF  BSIGADIEB-GENEBAL  COLQUITT. 
HBADQUABTBR8  OOI^UITT'S  BRIOADE,  XGAB  { 

Fbedbricksbubg,  May  16, 1863.     { 

Captain  Peifton : 

Herewith  I  submit  a  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  brigade  in  the  recent  engagement  at  Chan- 
cellorsville,  and  the  affairs  connected  with  it. 

On  the  morning  of  April  twenty-ninth,  intel- 
ligence being  received  that  a  portion  of  the  Fed- 
eral army  had  succeeded  in  crossing  the  river 
near  Fredericksburg,  my  brigade  was  put  under 
arms  and  marched  to  Hamilton's  Crossing. 
Under  cover  of  a  hill,  protected  from  the  enemy's 
artillery,  we  lay  dunng  the  day,  and  at  three 
o'clock,  next  morning,  took  position  upon  a  line 
of  temporary  intrenchments  in  front  of  tne  enemy. 
At  intervals,  during  the  day,  a  fire  of  artillery 
opened  upon  us,  but  without  effect. 

At  dawn,  on  the  morning  of  May  first,  we  took 
up  the  line  of  march,  and  after  proceeding  six  or 
seven  miles  above  Fredericksburg,  came  upon  a 
portion  of  our  forces  who  had  been  engaging  the 
enemy.  Discharges  of  artillery  and  musketry 
were  still  heard.  The  division  being  formed  in 
line  of  battle,  my  position  was  upon  the  right. 
In  this  order  we  advanced  a  few  hundred  yards, 
vrhen  my  command  was  thrown  into  some  con- 
fusion by  cominff  in  contact  with  the  troops  of 
General  McLaws^  command,  formed  perpendicu- 
lar to  my  own  line.  The  line  being  rectified,  we 
began  again  to  advance,  when  instructions  were 
received  that  we  should  halt  and  await  future 
orders.  The  skirmishers,  moving  in  advance, 
picked  up  fifteen  or  twenty  prisoners.  At  sun- 
down we  were  withdrawn  to  the  plank  road,  and 
continued  the  march  for  two  or  three  miles,  when 
we  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Early  the  next  morn- 
ing we  were  again  put  in  motion,  my  brigade  in 
front,  and,  turning  to  the  left  from  the  plank 
road,  leading  from  Fredericksburg  to  Orange 
Court-House,  it  was  obvious  that  we  were  aiming 
for  the  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy. 

On  reaching  the  furnace,  a  mile  distant  from 
the  point  of  divergence,  I  detachedi  by  order  of 
General  Jackson,  a  regiment,  (the  Twenty-third 
Georgia,  Colonel  Best,)  with  instructions  to  guard 
the  flank  of  the  column  in  motion  against  a  sur- 
prise, and  to  call,  if  necessary,  upon  any  officer 
whose  command  was  passing,  for  reenforcements. 
For  the  subsequent  action  and  fate  of  this  regi- 
ment I  refer  to  the  accompanying  report  of 
Colonel  Best. 

After  a  continuous  march  of  six  miles  we  again 
reached  the  plank  road,  which  we  had  left.  My 
brigade  was  placed  in  ambush  along  the  line  of 
the  road,  witn  the  expectation  that  some  demon- 
stration would  be  made  by  the  enemy's  cavalry.- 
In  the  mean  time  the  division  filed  past,  and  I 
closed  in  upon  the  rear.  At  four  o'clock  we 
reached  the  road  running  through  Chancellorsville 
to .  Here  we  formed  line  of  battle,  my  bri- 
gade upon  the  ri^ht,  and  uniting  with  Doles  upon 
the  left.  In  this  order  w^e  advanced  for  a  few 
hundred  yards,  when  intelligence  was  communi- 
cated to  me  by  the  skirmishera  that  a  body  of  the 


enemy  was  upon  my  right  flank.  I  ordered  a  halt, 
and  called  back  the  Sixth  Georgia,  which  had  con- 
tinued to  advance.  The  regiment  upon  the  right, 
the  Nineteenth  Georgia,  was  quickly  thrown  mto 

Sosition  to  meet  any  demonstration  upon  the 
ank,  and  ordered  to  advance  about  one  nundred 
yards  to  the  summit  of  a  hill.  The  enemy's  force 
proved  to  be  a  small  body  of  cavalry,  which  gal- 
loped away  as  soon  as  the  regiment  advancing 
towards  them  was  discovered,  and  a  picket  of 
infantry,  which  was  captured  by  my  skirmishers. 
All  apprehension  in  this  quarter  being  allayed, 
we  advanced  again  to  the  front,  to  renew  connec- 
tion with  the  line  that  had  preceded  us.  As  we 
emerged  from  the  woods  into  an  open  field,  I  dis- 
covered Doles's  brigade  hotly  engaged  with  the 
enemy  at  his  first  works.  With  a  shout  and  at  a 
double  quick  we  moved  to  his  support ;  but  before 
we  reached  musket  ranee,  the  enemy  broke  in 
confusion  and  fied.  I  halted  in  the  open  field  and 
brought  up  two  of  my  regiments,  which  had  been 
delayed  in  crossing  a  creek  and  in  climbing  its 
steep  banks.  It  was  near  dark  and  too  late  for 
further  action.  At  ten  o'clock  I  relieved  the  bri- 
gade of  General  McGowan,  watching  a  road  lead- 
ing to  one  of  the  enemy's  main  positions,  and  de- 
tailed the  Sixth  Georgia  regiment  to  support  a 
battery  in  front.  During  the  night,  the  alarm  being 
given,  my  whole  command  was  moved  to  the  sup- 
port of  tne  battery,  and  was  subjected,  at  intervals, 
to  a  fierce  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy. 

Early  the  ensumg  morning  I  took  my  position 
in  line  of  battle  on  the  extreme  right,  and,  in  pur- 
suance of  orders,  was  advancing  upon  the  ene- 
my's position,  when  I  received  orders  to  move  to 
the  support  of  General  Archer,  a  guide  being 
furnished  to  direct  me  to  him.  I  haa  proceeded 
but  a  short  distance,  when  I  was  ordered  to  re- 
pair, in  haste,  to  the  extreme  left  of  our  line, 
where  the  enemy  threatened  to  turn  our  flank.  I 
had  scarcely  reached  the  new  position,  when  I 
was  again  ordered  to  the  right,  and  thence  aeain 
to  the  left.  While  our  forces  were  occupied  in 
the  assault  on  Chancellorsville,  the  enemy  sought 
to  assail  them  in  flank,  and  made  desperate  efforts 
to  regain  possession  of  the  turnpike.  It  was  to 
defeat  this  object  that  my  brigade  was  thrown  to 
the  left.  Forming  line  of  battle  parallel  to  the 
road,  I  advanced,  in  face  of  a  severe  fire,  to  a 
line  of  breastworks  from  which  the  enemy  had 
been  driven.  Here  I  found  the  Third  Alabama, 
of  Rodes's  brigade,  and  some  Louisiana  and 
South  Carolina  regiments  stubbornly  resisting  his 
advance.  They  had  well  nigh  exhausted  their  am- 
munition. Upon  m^r  arrival  they  withdrew,  pro- 
ducing some  confusion  in  rushmg  through  my 
ranks.  It  was  momentary,  liowever.  Advancinc" 
beyond  the  breastworks,  we  opened  a  furious  and 
well-directed  fire  upon  the  enemy.  The  contest 
was  sharp  and  fierce  for  a  few  moments.  I 
ordered  a  charee,  which  was  responded  to  with  a 
shout  at  a  double  ouick.  The  enemy  broke  and 
fled  in  confusion,  throwing  away  arms,  accoutre- 
ments, and  every  encumbrance.  We  continued 
the  pursuit  for  half  a  mile,  killing  and  capturing 
many,  and  driving  the  fugitivea  mto  Uieir  forti£ 
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cations  in  rear  of  ChancellorsviUe.  Coming  to  a 
halt,  we  lay  under  cover  of  woods  within  four  hun- 
dred yards  of  their  works,  for  four  or  five  hours. 
Some  demonstrations  being  made  upon  my  left, 
the  bri^de  of  General  Lane  was  sent  to  my  sup- 

Sort.  Previously,  the  Fiftieth  Virginia,  Captam 
latthews,  and  a  detachment  of  a  South  Carolina 
regiment,  under  Major  Gordon,  had  joined  me  as 
reenforcements.  Tne  enemy  did  not  show  him- 
self again  outside  of  his'  works.  At  four  o'clock 
I  was  relieved,  by  the  direction  of  Major-General 
A.  P.  Hill,  under  the  command  of  General  Pender. 
We  took  position  soon  after  in  the  trenches  about 
ChancellorsviUe,  where  we  lay  until  ordered  back 
to  our  camp,  near  Grace  Church. 

Colonels  Zachery,  Gra^'bill,  and  Hutchtns  led 
their  regiments  witn  spirit  and  energy.  Captain 
Gratten,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Lieuten> 
ant  Handle,  aid-de-camp,  were  indefatigable  in 
their  efforts,  and  conspicuously  bold  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  ALr.  H.  H.  Colquitt, 
acting  upon  my  staff,  bore  himself  with  spirit  and 
coolnesss. 

Especial  credit  is  due  Captain  William  M. 
Arnold,  Sixth  Georgia  regiment,  who  commanded 
the  battalion  of  skirmishers.  His  energy,  zeal, 
and  gallantry  won  my  admiration. 

A.  H.  Colquitt, 

Brig^adter-General. 

The  names  of  the  following  officers  and  men  are 
mentioned  by  their  regimental  commanders  as 
deserving  special  notice  for  meritorious  conduct : 

Company  A^  Sixth  Georgia  regiment,  —  Cor- 
porals II.  W.  Clarke,  Wm.  Chappell^  private  W. 
G.  Howell. 

Company  D,  Tweniyseventh  Georgia  regiment, 

—  Lieutenant  G.  W.  Latham,  commanding. 
Company  F,  Twenty-seventh  Georgia  regiment. 

—  Lieutenant  W.  P.  Edwards,  commanding ;  Ser- 
geant James  Shirah. 

Company  C,  Twenty-seventh  Georgia  regiment 

—  Sergeant  W.  A.  Webb ;  corporals  S.  C.  Tent- 
rell,  C.  M.  Newbury  j  privates  H.  Newberry,  M. 
Merritt,  J.  Murchison,  J.  Haskins,  J.  Worsham, 
W.  G.  Clary,  and  Simon  Johnson. 

Company  E^  Twenty-seventh  Georgia  regiment. 

—  Privates  A.  L.  Dodd,  John  J.  B.uffington,  G. 
M.  Dodd,  James  Larter,  Thomas  J.  Horton,  and 
A.  J.  Whitaker. 

Company  (?,  Twenty-seventh  Georgia  regiment, 

—  Privates  T.  J.  Beans  and  J.  C.  Curtis. 
Company  H^  Twenty-seventh  Georgia  regiment. 

—  Sergeants  J.  B.  Bryant  and  T.  J.  Duke ;  cor- 
poral B.  P.  Pryor;  privates  B.  F.  Norris,  G.  W. 
Ilape,  J.  M.  Lindsay,  and  John  H.  Lewis. 

Company  K^  Twenty-seventh*  Georgia  regiment. 

—  Private  William  Connell. 

BEFORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  IVERSON. 

HEAOgUARTERS  IVERSON'S  BRIGADE,  { 

Blay  13, 18C3.     \ 

Captain  G.  Peyton^  A.  A,  G. : 

Having  rested  on  our  arms  on  the  extreme  left 
of  the  third  line  of  battle,  composed  of  the  troops 
of  Rodes's  division,  during  the  night  of  May 


second,  about  six  o'clock  a.  H.,  of  May  third,  we 
advanced  with  the  whole  line,  one  brigade  of 
which  (Rodes's)  intervened  between  mine  and  the 
plank  road. 

My  command  was  formed  in  the  following 
order,  from  right  to  left:  Twenty-third  North 
Carolina,  Twenitieth  North  Carolina,  Twelfth  North 
Carolina,  and  Fifth  North  Carolina. 

The  direction  was  ChancellorsviUe,  moving  to 
the  left  of  and  parallel  to  Germana  road.  Ad- 
vancing through  the  almost  impenetrable  under- 
growth, subjected  to  the  incessant  artillery  fire  of 
the  enemy,  it  was  impossible  to  see  any  portion  of 
the  brigade  over  fifty  yards.  In  consequence  of  the 
difficulty  of  poceeding,  I  soon  received  informa- 
tion from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  commanding 
the  Fifth  North  Carolina,  that  his  regiment  was 
disconnected  from  the  brigade.  Fearing  that  be 
might  get  lost,  and  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  I  sent  him  word  to  move  by  the  right 
flank,  and  then  close  up.  This  manoeuvre  threw 
him  in  rear  of  the  line,  leaving  the  Twelfth  North 
Carolina  on  the  left  flank.  Upon  reaching  the 
first  barricades  of  the  enemy,  which  had  been 
carried  by  the  first  line  of  our  troops,  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery  opened  on  my  left,  raking  the  whole 
line,  and  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  fi^ed  on 
my  left  flank.  I  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Johnston,  commanding  Twelfth  North  Carolina, 
to  deploy  skirmishers  to  protect  his  flank,  and  to 
press  on.  At  the  barricades,  I  met  General  Rodes, 
and  informed  him  that  the  enemy  were  threaten- 
ing my  flank.  My  brigade  pressed  on,  and  found 
the  troops  of  the  flrst  lines  retiring  before  the 
heavy  force  of  the  enemy,  and  we  became  the 
first  line,  engaging  the  enemy  in  front,  who  grad- 
ually retired  before  us ;  but  at  this  time  they  were 
advancing  in  heavy  force  on  my  left  flank.  I  de- 
spatched a  messenger  to  General  Stuart  with  this 
information,  and  asked  him  for  reenforcements. 
Before  any  could  have  arrived  they  closed  with 
us,  forcing  the  Twelfth  and  Twentieth  North 
Carolina  to  retire  to  the  barricades.  Colonel  D. 
H.  Christie,  with  five  companies  of  his  regiment, 
had  charged  that  part  of  the  enemy's  battery  rest- 
ing on  the  plank  road,  captured  it  by  an  enfilad- 
ing fire,  and  caused  the  abandonment  of  their 
gunff,  when,  finding  that  he  was  outflanked  from 
the  left,  was  forced  to  retire  after  a  desperate 
fight,  losing  many  men  killed,  wounded,  and  pris- 
oners. It  is  supposed  that  Major  Blackwell,  of 
the  Twenty-third  North  Carolina,  was  captured 
here.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  with  the  Fifth 
North  Carolina,  had  come  up  in  the  mean  time, 
but  had  not  been  engaged ;  he  reported  his  regi- 
ment to  me  in  the  centre  of  my  brigade,  and  was 
ordered  to  sustain  two  regiments  of  Rodes's  bri- 
gade, in  an  advanced  position,  but  finding  the 
whole  faUing  back,  he  also  retired  to  the  breast- 
works. Finding  the  danger  from  the  forcing  of 
our  left  flank  imminent,  and  the  enemy  still  press- 
ing on,  I  was  forced  to  give  m^  whole  attention 
to  that  point,  and,  in  conjunction  with  General 
Thomas,  formed  a  portion  of  a  Louisiana  brigade, 
with  two  regiments  of  Rodes's  brigade,  I  think 
the  Sixth  and  Twelfth  Alabama,  to  meet  the  at- 
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tack  of  the  enemy  from  the  left.  At  the  same 
time  having  learned  that  the  troops  with  General 
Lee  had  driven  the  enemy,  and  effected  a  junction 
with  the  right  of  our  corps,  I  announced  the  fact 
to  my  brigade,  and  again  advanced  them  to  the 
front.  They  had  ffone  but  a  short  distance  when 
the  troops  I  had  formed  on  the  left  became  en- 
gaged with  the  advancing  line  of  the  enemy.  I 
then  communicated  with  Colonel  S.  B.  Pickens, 
commanding  Twelfth  Alabama,  whose  gallantry 
on  this  occasion  I  cannot  too  hiehly  commend,  so 
completely  and  courageously  did  he  lend  himself 
to  aid  me  in  preparing  the  line  to  resist  an  attack, 
and  ordered  nim  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  till 
I  could  procure  reenforcements.  The  incessant 
stream  of  balls  showed  that  the  enemy  were  in 
force,  and  I  found  that  the  advance  of  my  brigade 
was  continually  checked  by  the  enemy  on  the  left 
enfilading  the  line.  Leaving  the  troops  I  had 
placed  in  position,  I  went  out  to  the  plank  road 
for  assistance,  and  observing  troops  in  line  on  the 
right  of  the  road,  I  sent  Captain  J.  F.  Halsey  to 
them  for  aid.  He  communicated  with  General 
Colston,  who  promptly  moved  a  portion  of  his 
command  in  tne  reauired  direction.  I  saw  Gen- 
eral Stuart,  and  informed  him  of  the  situation, 
and  he  immediately  forwarded  the  brigade  of 
General  Colquitt  to  support  the  left.  Returning 
to  watch  the  effect  of  tne  reenforcements,  I  re- 
ceived a  contusion  in  the  groin  from  a  spent  ball, 
which  made  walking  very  painful,  and  as  the  bat- 
tle ceased  shortly  after,  I  reouested  Colonel  Chris- 
tie to  take  the  command  of  tne  brigade  till  I  could 
procure  my  horse.  Upon  joining  the  brigade  in 
front,  I  received  orders  from  UeQeral  Rodes  to 
move  up  the  plank  road,  and  take  position,  with 
my  right  resting  on  the  brick  house  at  Chancel- 
lors viDe,  where  we  fortified  our  position,  by  the 
use  of  bayonets  and  fingers,  and  remained  sub- 
jected on  several  occasions  to  the  shells'and  can- 
ister of  the  enemy,  until  Wednesday  evening, 
May  sixth,  when  ordered  to  return  to  camp. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  the  enemy  baring  re- 
tired, skirmishers  were  pressed  forward  to  the 
river,  capturing  many  prisoners.  When  a  whole 
command  behaved  so  well  as  mine  did,  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  confine  myself,  with  one  exception,  to 
the  commendation  of  officers  commanding  regi- 
ments, leaving  it  to  them  to  name  individuals 
distinguished  for  conduct.  The  exception  is, 
Lieutenant  Malone,  of  the  Fifth  North  Carolina, 
upon  whom  I  depended  for  correct  information 
from  the  line  of  skirmishers.  He  was  nearly 
always  in  front,  and,  on  Wednesday  morning, 
when  informed  of  my  wish  to  find  out  the  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy,  crept  forward,  alone,  into  their 
intrenchments,  and  brought  me  in  news  of  the 
evacuation. 

Colonel  D.  H.  Christie,  for'  the  gallant  manner 
in  which  he  fought  his  regiment  at  the  breast- 
works of  the  enemy,  deserves  promotion,  and  I 
here  take  occasion  to  recommend  him  for  the 
same. 

Colonel  T.  F.  Toon,  Twentieth  North  Carolina, 
was  wounded  while  fighting  his  regiment  gallantly 
in  the  front  line. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  I).  Johnston,  of  the 
Twenty-third  North  Carolina,  to  whom  I  had 
given  command  of  the  Twelfth  North  Carolma, 
cannot  be  too  highly  praised  for  the  distinguished 
courage  with  wmch  he  commanded,  under  trying 
circumstances. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
wound,  bore  l^imself,  and  commanded  his  regi- 
ment with  determined  bravei^. 

My  thanks  are  due  Captain  D.  P.  Halsey,  A. 
A.  G.,  for  his  promptness  and  readiness  in  carry- 
ing my  orders  to  any  part  of  the  field,  and  the 
thanks  of  the  country  are  due  the  whole  command, 
officers  and  men,  for  their  unexceptionable  con- 
duct 

Lists  of  casualties  are  enclosed  with  regimental 
reports. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

AlFBED  lyEBSON, 
Brigadler-OeneraL 

REPOBT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  RAM8EUB. 

Headquarters  Ramsrur's  Brigade  ,    ) 
Camp  near  Hamilton's  Crossing,  Hay  23, 1863.  ( 

Major  0,  Peyton^  A,  A*  General : 

In  obedience  to  general  orders,  No. ,  dated 

May  seventh,  1863, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade 
in  the  series  of  skirmishes  and  battles,  opening  at 
Massaponax  Creek  and  ending  in  the  splendid 
victory  at  Chancellorsville : 

Wednesday,  A.  M.,  April  29^.— The  brigade 
was  placed  below  Massaponax  Creek  to  dispute 
the  enemy's  crossing,  and  remained  in  that  posi- 
tion, occasionally  annoyed  by  their  artillery,  (by 
which  I  lost  a  few  men,)  and  kept  on  the  alert  by 
picket  firing  till  Thursday  evening,  when  we  were 
withdrawn  to  a  point  near  Hamilton's  Crossing. 

Friday,  May  1st  —  At  three  o'clock  A.  M. 
we  were  aroused  for  the  march,  and  led  the  ad- 
vance of  Major-General  Rodes's  division  in  the 
direction  of  ChancellorsyiUe.  At  a  distance  of 
seven  miles  from  Fredericksburg  we  were  detached 
from  our  own  division  and  ordered  to  report  to 
Major-General  Anderson,  when  we  advanced  upon 
the  enemy,  who  fell  back  in  confusion  before  our 
sharpshooters,  for  several  miles  strewing  the  way 
with  their  arms  and  baggage.  This  brigade,  with 
General  Posey  on  our  right  and  General  Wrisht 
on  our  left,  ror  upwards,  perhaps,  of  two  miles, 
being  in  advance.  About  six  o'clock  p.  M.  we 
fbund  the  foe  in  force  upon  our  front,  and  sup- 
ported by  batteries  that  poured  grape  unsparingly 
mto  the  woods  through  which  we  were,  still  ad- 
vancing. Night  approaching,  a  halt  was  ordered, 
and  we  slept  on  our  arms,  with  a  strong  picket 
line  on  the  outposts. 

Saturday  J  May  2d,  —  We  were  relieved  about 
sunrise,  and  shortly  thereafter  marched,  by  a  series 
of  circuitous  routes  and  with  surpassing  strategy, 
to  a  position  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  whom,  at 
about  five  o'clock  p.  M.  we  were  ordered  to  attack. 
This  brigade  was  directed  to  support  Brigadier- 
General  Colquitt,  with  orders  to  overlap  his  right 
by  one  regiment,  and  was  placed   accordingly. 
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At  the  command,  we  advanced  with  the  divisioni 
preserving  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  yards 
in  rear  of  General  Colquitt.  Brisk  firing  was 
soon  heard  upon  our  front  and  left,  indicating  that 
General  Doles  had  encountered  the  foe.  •  At  this 
point  General  Colquitt  moved  by  the  right  flank, 
sending  me  word  by  an  officer  of  his  staff  that  the 
enemy  was  attempting  to  turn  hisgright.  I  imme- 
diately moved  by  the  right  flank,  but  heard  no 
firing  in  that  quarter.  Again  he  sent  his  staff  of- 
ficer to  inform  me  that  the  enemy  was  pushing  his 
right  flank,  when  I  directed  him  to  say  to  General 
Colquitt,  in  effect,  that  the  firing  indicated  a  sharp 
fight  with  General  Doles,  and  that  my  impression 
was  that  his  support  was  needed  there,  and  that 
I  would  take  care  of  his  right  flank.  General  C. 
moved  to  the  front  with  the  exception  of  one  regi- 
ment, which  continued  to  the  right.  I  then  pressed 
on  by  the  ri^ht  flank  to  meet  the  enemy  that 
General  Colquitt's  staff  officer  itoice  reported  to 
me  to  be  in  that  direction,  and  prosecuted  the 
search  for  half  a  mile  perhaps,  but  not  a  solitary 
Yankee  was  to  he  seen  I  I  then  came  up  to  the 
division  line,  and  moved  by  the  left  flank  to  the 
support  of  General  Colquitt,  whose  men  were  rest- 
ing in  line  of  battle  on  the  field  General  Doles 
had  won !  On  Saturday  night  our  division  occu- 
pied the  last  line  of  battle,  within  the  intrench- 
ments,  from  which  the  routed  corps  of  Siegel  had 
fled  in  terror.  My  brigade  was  placed  perpendicu- 
lar to  the  plank  road,  the  left  resting  on  tne  road. 
General  Doles  on  my  right,  and  Colonel  O'Neal, 
commanding  Hodea's  bri^de,  on  my  left.  I 
placed  Colonel  Parker's  Thirtieth  North  Carolina 
on  the  right  of  my  brigade ;  Colonel  Bennett, 
Fourteenth  North  Carolina,  on  right  centre; 
Colonel  Cox,  Second  North  Carolina,  left  centre, 
and  Colonel  Grimes,  Fourth  North  CaroHna,  on 
left. 

Sunday f  May  3(2.  —  The  division  being,  as 
stated,  in  the  third  line  of  battle,  advanced  about 
nine  o'clock  to  the  support  of  the  second  line. 
After  proceeding  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  I  was 
applied  to  by  Major  Fegram  for  a  support  to  his 
battery,  when  I  detached  Colonel  Parker,  Thir- 
tieth North  Carolina,  for  this  purpose,  with  or- 
ders to  advance  obliquely  to  his  nront  and  left, 
and  rejoin  me  after  his  support  should  be  no 
longer  needed,  or  to  fight  his  regiment  as  circum- 
stances might  require.  I  continued  to  advance  to 
the  first  line  of  breastworks,  from  which  the  enemv 
had  been  driven,  and  behind  which  I  found  a  smaU 
portion  of  Paxton's  brigade,  and  Jones's  brigade, 
of  Trimble's  division.  Knowing  that  a  general 
advance  had  been  ordered,  I  told  these  troops  to 
move  forward.  Not  a  man  m4)ved,  I  then  re- 
ported this  state  of  things  to  Major-General 
Stuart,  who  directed  me  to  assume  command  of 
these  troops,  and  compel  them  to  advance.  This 
I  essayed  to  do ;  and  after  fruitless  efforts,  ascer- 
taining that  General  Jones  was  not  on  the  field, 
and  that  Colonel  Garnett  had  been  killed,  I  re- 
ported again  to  General  Stuart,  who  was  near,  and 
requested  permission  to  run  over  these  troops  in 
my  front  —  which  was  cheerfully  granted.  At 
the  command'*  Forward,"  my  brigade,  with ashout, 


cleared  the  breastworks,  and  charged  the  enemy. 
The  Fourth  North  Carolina,  (Colonel  Grimes,)  and 
seven  companies  of  the  Second  North  Carolina, 
(Colonel  Cox,)  drove  the  enemy  before  them  until 
they  ha<l  taken  the  last  line  of  his  works,  which 
they  held  under  a  severe  direct  and  enfilading  fire, 
repulsing  several  assaults  on  this  portion  of  our 
front  The  Fourteenth  North  Carolina  (Colonel 
Bennett,)  and  three  companies  of  the  Second  were 
compelled  to  halt  some  nundred  and  fifty  or  two 
hundred  yards  in  rear  of  the  troops  just  men- 
tioned, for  the  reason  that  the  troops  on  my  right 
had  failed  to  come  up,  and  the  enemy  was  in 
heavy  force  on  my  right  fiank.  Had  Colonel  Ben- 
nett advanced,  the  enemy  could  easily  have  tamed 
my  right.  As  it  was,  my  line  was  subject  to  a 
horrible  enfilade  fire,  by  wliich  I  lost  severely.  1 
saw  the  danger  threatening  my  right,  and  sent 
several  times  to  Jones's  brigade  to  come  to  my 
assistance,  and  I  also  went  back  twice  myself,  and 
exhorted  and  ordered  it —  officers  and  men — to  fill 
up  the  gap  (some  five  hundred  or  six  hundred  yards) 
on  my  right —  but  all  in  vain.  I  then  reported  to 
General  Ilodes  that  unless  support  was  sent  to' 
drive  the  enemy  from  my  right  I  would  have  to 
fall  back.  In  the  mean-time  Colonel  Parker,  of 
the  Thirtieth,  approaching  my  position  from  the 
battery  on  the  nght,  suddenlv  fell  upon  the  flank, 
and  handsomely  repulsed  a  heavy  column  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  moving  to  get  in  my  rear  by  my 
right  flank  —  some  three  or  tour  hundred  of  them 
surrendering  to  him  as  prisoners  of  war.  The  ene- 
my still  held  his  strong  position  in  the  ravine  on  my 
right,  so  that  the  Fourteenth  and  the  three  com- 
panies of  the.  Second  could  not  advance.  The 
enemy  discovered  this  situation  of  affairs,  and 
pushed  a  brigade  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Colonel 
Gfrimes,  and  seven  companies  of  Colonel  Cox*s 
second,  with  the  intention  of  capturing  their  com- 
mands. This  advance  was  made  under  a  terrible 
direct  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery.  The  move 
necessitated  a  retrograde  movement  on  the  part  of 
Colonels  Grimes  and  Cox,  which  was  executed  in 
order,  but  with  the  loss  of  some  prisoners,  who 
did  not  hear  the  command  to  retire.  Colonel 
Bennett  held  his  position  until  ordered  to  fall 
back,  and  in  common  with  all  the  others,  to  replen- 
ish his  empty  cartridge-boxes.  The  enemy  did  not 
halt  at  this  position,  but  retired  to  his  battery, 
from  which  he  was  quickly  driven.  Colonel  Parker, 
of  the  Thirtieth,  sweeping  over  it  with  my  troops 
on  my  right.  After  replenishing  cartridge-boxes, 
I  received  an  order  from  Mm'or-General  Kodes  to 
throw  my  brigade  on  the  left  of  the  road  to  meet 
an  apprehenaed  attack  of  the  enemy  in  that 
quarter.  This  was  done,  and  afterwards  I  was 
moved  to  a  position  on  the  plank  road,  which  was 
intrenched,  and  which  we  occupied  until  the  di- 
vision was  ordered  hack  to  camp  near  Hamilton's 
Crossing.  The  charge  of  the  brigade,  made  at  a 
critical  moment,  when  the  enemy  nad  broken,  and 
was  hotly  pressing  the  centre  ox  the  line  in  our 
front,  with  apparently  overwhelming  numbers,  not 
only  checked  nis  advance,  but  threw  him  back  in 
disorder,  and  pushed  him,  wi^h  heavy  loss,  from 
his  last  line  of  works. 
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Too  high  praise  cannot  be  accredited  to  the  offi- 
cers and  men  for  their  gallantry,  fortitude,  and 
manly  courage  during  this  brief  but  arduous  cam- 
paign. Exposed  as  they  had  been  for  five  days 
immediately  preceding  the  fights,  on  the  picket 
line,  they  were,  of  course,  somewhat  wearied,  but 
the  order  to  move  forward  and  confront  the  enemy 
brightened  every  eye  and  quickened  every  step. 
Under  fire  all  through  Wednesday,  Wednesday 
night,  and  Thursday,  without  being  able  effectually 
to  return  this  fire,  they  bore  all  bravely,  and  leu 
the  march  towards  Chancellorsville  on  Friday 
morning  in  splendid  order.  The  advance  of  the 
brigade  on  friday  afternoon  was  made  under  the 
very  eyes  of  our  departed  hero,  Jackson,  and  of 
Maior-General  A.  P.  Hill,  whose  words  of  praise 
and  commendation,  bestowed  upon  the  field,  we 
fondly  cherish,  and  on  Sunday  the  magnificent 
charge  of  the  brigade  upon  the  enemy's  last  and 
most  terrible  stronghold  was  made  in  view  of 
Major-General  Stuart,  and  our  division  commander 
Major-General  R.  E.  Rodes,  whose  testimony, 
that  it  was  the  most  glorious  charge  of  that  most 
glorious  day,  we  are  proud  to  remember,  and  to 
report  to  our  kindred  and  friends. 

To  enumerate  all  the  officers  and  men  who  de- 
serve special  mention  for  their  gallantry,  would  he 
to  return  a  list  of  all  who  were  on  the  field.  All 
met  the  enemy  with  unflinching  courage :  and  for 
the  privations,  hardships,  and  splendid  marches, 
all  of  which  were  cheeriully  borne,  they  richly  de- 
scne  the  thanks  of  our  beautiful  and  glorious 
Confederacy. 

I  cannot  close  without  mentioning  the  con- 
spicuous gallantry  and  great  efficiency  of  my  regi- 
mental commanders.  Colonel  Parker,  of  the 
Thirtieth,  who  was  detached  during  the  fight  of 
Sunday  to  support  a  battery,  and  having  accom- 
plished that  object,  moved  forward  on  his  own 
responsibility,  and  greatly  contributed  to  wrest 
the  enemy's  stronghold  at  Chancellorsville  from 
their  grasp,  as  well  as  prevent  their  threatened 
demonstrations  upon  the  right  of  my  brigade. 
The  gallant  Grimes  of  the  Fourth,  whose  conduct 
on  other  fields  gave  promise  of  what  was  fully 
realized  on  this.  Colonel  Bennett,  of  the  Four- 
teenth, conspicuous  for  his  coolness  under  the 
hottest  fire ;  and  last,  though  not  least,  the  manly 
and  chivalrous  Cox,  of  the  Second,  the  accom- 
plished gentleman,  splendid  soldier,  and  warm 
niendf  woo,  though  wounded  dye  times,  remained 
with  his  regiment  until  exhausted.  In  common 
with  the  entire  command  I  regret  his  temporary 
absence  from  the  field,  where  he  loved  to  be. 
Major  Hart,  Second  North  Carolina  troops,  com- 
manded the  skirmishers  faithfully  and  well.  To 
the  field  and  company  officers,  one  and  all,  my 
thanks  are  due  for  the  zeal  and  bravery  displayed 
under  the  most  trying  circumstances.  To  the 
gentlemen  of  my  staJT  I  owe  especial  thanks  for 
services  rendered  on  the  march  and  upon  the 
field.  Captain  Seaton  Gales,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  and  Lieutenant  Richmond,  aid-de-camp, 
were  with  me  all  the  time,  promptly  carrying 
orders  under  the  verv  hottest  fire.  I  take  pleasure, 
too,  in  speaking  of  the  bearing  of  private  James 


Stinson,  courier,  a  youth  of  twenty,  who  displayed 

Dualities  a  veteran  might  boast  of,  and  of  the  con- 
uct  of  private  J.  F.  Beggarly,  also  a  courier  to 
headquarters.  To  Dr.  Bnggs,  senior  sur^on  of 
the  brigade,  my  thanks  are  due  for  his  skiU,  zeal, 
and  care  of  the  wounded. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  Ramseur, 
Brigadier-General,  commandlxig. 

BEPOBT  OF  BBIG.^SXERAL  BARKSDALE. 

Fbbdericksbubo,  May  15, 1883. 
Mmor  W,  H.  Taylor,  A.  A.  O.,  Army  Northern 

Virffinia : 

Major  :  When  General  McLaws  moved  up  the 
river  on  the  night  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  I  was 
temporarily  detached  from  my  command,  and  or- 
dered to  report  to  General  Early.  My  brigade 
was  then  at  Marye's  hill,  with  the  exception  of 
twelve  companies,  which  were  protecting  the  river 
from  Taylor's  hill  to  the  Femeyhou^  house. 
By  General  Early's  order,  I,  vrith  the  Thirteenth 
and  Seventeeth  regiments,  relieved  the  pickets  of 
Generals  Kershaw  and  Wo£ford  above  the  rail- 
road. The  brigade  was  then  extended  over  a 
picket  line  of  not  less  than  five  miles.  On  Sat- 
urday appearances  indicated  that  the  enemy  were 
leaving  their  encampments  on  this  side  of  the 
river,  and  were  marching  to  reenforce  Hooker. 
By  General  Early's  order,  the  Twenty-first  regi- 
ment of  my  brigade  was  left  to  picket  the  river, 
while  the  other  three  regiments,  vrith  three  of  his 
brigades,  proceeded  to  rejoin  the  main  army  at 
Chancellorsville.  He  had  marched  but  a  short 
distance,  when  it  was  reported  that  the  enemy 
were  advancing  upon  General  Havs,  who  had  been 
left  with  his  brigade  on  the  line  from  Hamilton's 
Crossing  to  Fredericksburg.  General  Early  or- 
dered the  entire  command  to  return  to  its  former 
position.  About  two  o'clock,  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, having  thrown  a  pontoon  bridge  over  the 
river,  the  enemy  commenced  crossing  into  Fred- 
ericksburg in  large  numbers.  I  at  once  informed 
General  Early  of  the  fact,  and  asked  for  reenforce- 
ments.  With  several  batteries,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Pendleton,  and  a  single  brieade 
of  infantry,  I  had  a  front  of  not  less  than  uuree 
miles  to  defend,  extending  from  Taylor's  hill  on 
the  left,  to  tiie  foot  of  the  hills  in  rear  of  the 
Howison  house.  The  Twenty-first  regiment  was 
posted  between  the  Marye  house  and  the  plank 
road,  three  companies  oi  which  were  afterwards 
sent  to  the  support  of  the  Eighteenth  regiment, 
which  were  stationed  behind  the  stone  wall  at  the 
Marye  house.  The  Seventeenth  regiment  was 
placed  m  front  of  Lee's  hill,  and  the  Thirteenth 
still  farther  to  the  right.  One  regiment  from 
General  Hays's  command  was  subsequently  placed 
to  the  right  of  the  Thirteenth.  Four  pieces  of 
artillery  were  placed  on  the  right  or  Marye's 
house,  two  on  the  left,  and  the  balance  on  liCe's 
and  the  hills  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Howison  house, 
thus  making  the  only  disposition  of  the  small 
force  at  my  command  which,  in  my  judgment, 
would  prevent  the  enemy  from  passing  the  line. 
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The  battle  commenoed  at  daylight.  A  fiirious 
cannonading  was  opened  from  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries in  town,  and  alone  both  banks  of  the  river. 
Two  assaults  were  made  upon  Marye's  heights, 
but  both  were  sicnally  repulsed.  About  eight 
o'clock  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  were  seen 
moving  up  the  river,  evidently  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  possession  of  Taylor's  hill,  which,  if  suc- 
cessful, would  have  given  him  command  of  the 
position  which  I  held.  But  this  was  prevented  b^ 
the  timely  arrival  of  General  Hays,  with  four  regi- 
ments of  his  brigade.  The  enemy  having  thus 
been  foiled  in  his  purpose,  turned  the  head  of  his 
column  down  the  river  again ;  but  it  was  impossible 
to  tell  whether  he  had  abandoned  the  attempt,  or 
intended  to  advance  again  on  the  same  position 
with  a  still  heavier  force.  General  Wilcox  had 
now  reached  Taylor's  hill  with  three  regiments 
of  his  brigade,  one  of  which  he  promised  to  send 
to  the  right  in  case  it  should  be  needed.  This 
regiment  was  sent  for,  but  there  was  not  sufficient 
time  for  it  to  come  up  before  the  action  was  over. 
With  a  line  as  extenaed  as  this,  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  small  number  of  forces  at  my  dis- 
posal, and  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  point  against 
which  the  enemy  would  Hurl  the  immediate  force 
he  had  massed  m  town,  I  deemed  it  proper  that 
the  regiments  should  remain  as  they  then  were,  and 
await  the  happening  of  events.  Verv  soon,  how- 
ever, the  enemy  came  out  from  his  hiding-place, 
and  moved  in  three  columns  and  three  hnes  of 
battle,  twenty  thousand  strong,  against  the  posi- 
tion held  by  my  brigade.  At  the  same  instant 
Colonel  Humphreys  was  assailed  on  the  left.  Col- 
onels Holder  and  Carter,  and  the  Louisiana  regi- 
ment on  the  right,  and  Colonel  Griffin  in  the  cen- 
tre. After  a  determined  and  bloody  resistance  by 
Colonel  Griffin  and  the  Washington  artillery,  the 
enemy,  fully  twenty  to  one,  succeeded  in  gaining 

Eossession  of  Marve's  hilL  At  all  other  points 
e  was  triumphantly  repulsed ;  but  seeing  the  line 
broken  at  this  point,  1  ordered  the  Thirteenth, 
Seventeenth,  and  Louisiana  regiment  to  Ml  back 
to  the  crest  of  Lee's  hill,  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  getting  in  our  rear.  This  they  did,  resisting 
his  approach  at  every  step ;  and  with  the  aid  of 
Frazer'a  and  Carlton's  batteries,  both  of  which 
were  handled  with  the  most  consummate  skill  and 
courage,  finally  succeeded  in  checking  his  advance. 
The  Iwenty-mrst  regiment,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  Eighteenth,  after  Marye's  hill  had  been  taken, 
fell  back,  and  rejoined  the  brigade  on  the  hills. 
The  distance  from  town  to  the  points  assailed  was 
so  short,  the  attack  so  suddenly  made,  and  the 
difficulty  of  removing  troops  from  one  part  of  the 
line  to  another  was  so  great,  that  it  was  utterly 
impossible  for  either  General  Wilcox  or  General 
Hays  to  reach  the  scene  of  action  in  time  to  af- 
ford any  assistance  whatever.  It  will  then  be 
seen  that  Marye's  hill  was  defended  by  but  one 
small  regiment,  three  compam'es,  and  four  pieces 
of  artillery.  A  more  heroic  struggle  was  never 
made  by  a  mere  handful  of  men  against  over- 
whelming odds.  According  to  the  enemy's  own 
accounts,  many  of  this  noble  Uttle  band  resisted 
to  the  death,  with  clubbed  guns,  even  after  his 


vast  hordes  had  swept  over  and  around  the  walls. 
His  loss,  from  reports  published  in  his  own  papers, 
was  a  thousand  killed  and  wounded ;  but,  accord- 
ing to  statements  from  intelligent  citizens.  It 
reached  two  thousand.  Upon  the  pretext  of  tak- 
ing care  of  their  wounded  the  enemy  asked  a  fla£^ 
of  truce,  after  the  second  assault  at  Marye's  hil^ 
which  was  granted  by  Colonel  Griffin,  and  thus 
the  weakness  of  our  force  at  that  point  was  dis- 
covered. It  is  proper  to  say  that  Colonel  Griffin, 
who  is  a  brave  and  gallant  officer,  granted  this 
flag  of  truce  without  consulting  me.  The  next 
morning  the  line  of  battle  was  formed  on  the 
river  road,  General  Gordon  in  front,  General  Hays 
on  the  left,  and  my  brigade  on  the  right  of  the 
road.  It  was  soon  discovered  that  Lee's  and 
Marye's  hills  had  been  abandoned  by  the  enenoiv. 
General  Gordon  took  possession  of  Marye's  hill 
without  opposition.  My  brigade  was  ordered  to 
the  stone  wall  in  front  of  the  hill ;  and  I  was  or- 
dered to  send  out  skirmishers,  and  if  the  town 
was  not  strongly  defended,  to  storm  and  take  it. 
I  at  once  sent  out  both  scouts  and  skirmishers, 
both  of  whom  reported  that,  in  their  judgment, 
the  town  was  in  a  state  of  strong  defence  ;  that 
rifle-pits  had  been  dug  across  the  streets,  and  that 
cannon  had  been  planted  on  both  sides  of  the 
river,  which  coimuetely  commanded  the  entire 
town.  This  fact  i  reported  to  General  Early,  who 
ordered  me  to  remain  where  I  tiien  was,  ana  pre- 
vent any  advance  from  town  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy.  During  the  nisht  the  enemy  recrossed 
the  river ;  and  on  the  foUowing  morning  I  moved 
in  and  occupied  the  town,  capturing  about  forty 
prisoners.  In  concluding  this  brief  report,  I  de- 
sire specially  to  mention  tne  names  of  Captain  J.  A. 
Barksdale,  adjutant  of  this  brigade;  Lieutenant  J. 
A.  Gibson,  acting  inspector-general ;  Harris  Barks- 
dale,  aid-de-camp,  as  having  acted  with  the  great- 
est possible  coolness  and  gallantry.  Dr.  Hill, 
senior  surgeon  of  the  brigade,  and  all  the  regi- 
mental surgeons,  did  their  whole  duty.  All  3xe 
couriers  who  were  with  us,  J.  T.  Broach,  W.  M. 
Palmer,  and  W.  L.  McKee,  carried. my  messages 
to  the  difierent  commands  promptly,  regardless 
of  danger. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  BaRXvSDALE, 
Brigftdicr-GeDcral,  commanding, 

BEPOBT  OF  BRIQADIEB-GENERAL  POSEY. 

Headquarters  Poskt^s  Brigade,  near) 
Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Ma^  12,  lima.    \ 

To  Major  Thomas  8,  MiUs,  A.  A.    General^ 
Anderson's  Division : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  a  re- 
port of  the  part  my  brigade  took  in  the  recent 
engagement  about  Chancellorsville  and  Freder- 
icksburg. On  the  evening  of  the  twenty- ninth 
ultimo,  being  then  in  camp  with  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Mahone,  near  the  United  States  Ford,  we 
were  advised  by  our  scouts  and  the  cavalry  pick- 
ets, who  were  posted  at  Ely's  Ford  and  Germana 

I  bridge,  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  in  heavy  force 
at  those  points,  and  were  advancing  on  the  Ely 

j  and  plank  roads  towards  Chancellorsville.    Upoa 
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ccn&uliation,  we  concluded  to  leave  five  companies 
of  my  brigade,  (Nineteenth  Mississippi  regiment,) 
and  one  regiment  of  General  Mahone's  brigade, 
to  watch  and  defend  the  United  States  Ford,  while 
we  moved  our  brigades  to  Chancellors ville.    On 
reaching  that  place,  we  posted  my  brigade  on  the 
right  and  left  of  the  plank  road  at  Chancellorsville, 
and  General  Mahone's  brigade  in  Ballard's  and 
Nixley's  fields,  half  mile  from  Chancellorsville,  on 
the  Ely  road.    We  remained  in  this  position  until 
about  seven  o*clock  the  next  morning,  the  thirtieth, 
when   vre  were  directed  by  the   Major-General 
commanding,  who  reached  Chancellorsville  about 
twelve  o'clock  A.  M.,  to  move  our  commands  back 
to  a  position  where  the  mine  road  crosses  the 
old  pike  and  plank  road.    We  remained  in  this 
position  until  the  next  mominG^  about  nine  o'clock, 
May  first,  when  I  was  ordered  to  advance  my  bri- 
gade up  the  plank  road.    After  moving  about  two 
miles,  1  formed  a  line  of  battle  in  Albndge's  field, 
between  the  plank  road  and  old  pike,  and  sent 
out  the  Twelfth  regiment  as  skirmishers,  moving 
the  other  three  regiments  forward  as  fast  as  the 
skirmishers  advanced ;  the  advanced  line  of  skir- 
mishers soon  encountered  the  enemy,  when  I  ad- 
vanced another  line,  and  we  drove  the  enem3r's 
skirmishers  back  in  gallant  style,  until  we  en- 
countered the  enemy  m  heavy  force  drawn  up  in 
line  of  battle  on  the  furnace  road ;  this  line  was 
soon  hroken  bv  the  vigorous  onset  of  my  skir- 
mishers, (at  this  time  Heutenant-Colonel  Harris, 
commanding  the  Twelfth,  was  severely  wounded 
while  gallantly  leading  on  his  command,  and  was 
taken  off  the  field.)    I  continued  my   advance 
across  the  furnace  road,  through  a  dense  wood, 
thickly  set  with  undergrowth,  driving  back  the 
enemy^s  skirmishers  tlurough  the  woods,  until  I 
reached  a  marsh,  and  became  much  exposed  to  a 
rapid  shelling  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  when  I 
halted  my  command,  and  remained  here  until 
about  eleven  o'clock  p.  M.,  when  I  received  an 
order  from  the  Major-General  commanding  to  ad- 
vance as  far  as  I  could.    I  then  pushed  my  skir- 
mishers forward,  and  with  much  difficulty  crossed 
the  marsh  in  front,  and  advanced  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  enemy's  lines  of  works ;  the  enemy 
on  my  right  being  on  my  flank  and  somewhat  in 
the  rear  of  my  right    I  remained  in  this  position 
until  about  seven  o'clock  the  next  morning,  when 
I  was  relieved  by  Brigadier-General  Thomas ;  and 
then  moved  with  my  brigade  to  the  field  in  rear 
of  the  furnace  road,  wnere  my  command  was 
allowed  to  rest  for  a  short  time.    Saturday,  second 
May,  about  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  my  command  moved 
down  the  furnace  road,  and  formed  a  line  of  bat- 
tle with  three  regiments,  (the  Forty-eighth  bein^ 
left  behind  as  skirmishersi  and  not  being  relievea 
until  late  at  night,)  on  each  side  of  the  road,  about 
five  hundred  yards  from  the  furnace.    Here  my 
skirmishers  were  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy 
during  the  whole  day  and  part  of  the  night,  the 
enemy  being  in  heavy  force  in  my  front,  and 
making  frequent  efforts  to  advance,  without  suc- 
cess :  on  every  occasion  my  line  of  skirmishers 
drove  them  back  in  confusion.    On  the  morning 
of  the  third,  the  enemy  having  disappeared  from 


my  front,  I  advanced  mj  command,  by  the  fur- 
nace, capturing  many  pnsoners  and  arms,  until  I 
reached  a  point  in  a  field  in  rear  of  our  batteries 
on  the  extreme  right  of  the  enemy's  lines ;  ^lere  I 
formed  my  command  in  column  of  regiments,  and, 
after  a  short  time,  was  ordered  to  advance  by 
flank  to  the  right,  and  attack  the  enemy,  who 
were  in  strong  force  on  a  hill  in  front  I  deployed 
first  the  Nineteenth,  then  the  Twelfth,  Forty- 
eighth,  and  Sixteenth,  directing  the  commanders 
to  move  by  the  left  flank  (which  would  bring  them 
in  line  of  battle,  fronting  the  enemy)  as  soon  as 
they  attained  sufficient  room  in  the  woods,  and 
push  forward  their  skirmishers  vigorously  against 
the  enem3r's.  The  movement  was  made  in  fine 
order  under  heavy  fire  of  shell  and  grape ;  as  each 
regiment  attained  its  position,  the  commanders 
pushed  forward  gallantly  and  irresistibly  through 
a  dense  wood  and  over  a  wide  abatis,  and  into 
the  trenches  of  the  enemy,  driving  him  off  with 
much  slaughter,  and  capturing  many  prisoners. 
Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  officers 
and  men  for  this  gallant  and  daring  and  irresistible 
charge,  sweeping  the  enemy  for  more  than  a  half 
mile  of  their  strong  works,  overcoming,  without 
hesitation,  both  natural  and  artificial  obstacles. 
It  would  not  be  proper  in  this  limited  report  to 
mention  the  many  instances  of  individual  daring 
which  came  under  my  observation,  and  which  have 
been  reported  to  me ;  and  where  all  the  officers 
and  men  behaved  so  nobly  it  would  be  invidious 
to  individualize.  Commanders  of  regiments  acted 
with  consummate  skill  and  valor.  Colonel  Baker, 
of  the  Sixteenth,  attacked  the  enemy's  works  on 
their  extreme  right ;  Colonel  Jayne,  of  the  Forty- 
eighth,  (who  was  wounded  in  Uie  charge,)  next; 
Major  Thomas,  of  the  Twelfth,  and  Colonel  Harris 
on  the  right  of  the  brigade.  These  commanders 
simultaneously  charged  the  enemy's  works,  and  I 
am  much  indebted  to  them  for  the  success  of  my 
command.  My  command,  after  storming  the 
works,  being  somewhat  scattered  on  accoont  of 
the  dense  woods  and  vigorous  pursuit,  I  moved  it 
back  a  short  distance  and  re-formed  in  an  open 
field  on  the  right,  and  in  a  very  short  time  waa 
ready  to  move  forward.  On  the  afternoon  of  this 
day  my  command  was  moved  on  the  old  pike,  the 
left  resting  near  Chancellorsville  house,  and  my 
right  extended  on  the  pike.  I  here  sent  out  ten 
companies  of  skirmishers,  who  penetrated  to  Bal- 
lard s  and  Kixley's  field,  where  the  enemy  were 
in  force  and  throwing  up  works  of  defence.  In  the 
afternoon,  my  brigade,  with  Generals  Wright's 
and  Perry's,  were  moved  near  the  United  States 
Ford,  where  I  sent  out  the  Nineteenth  and 
Twelfth  regiments  and  drove  in  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers. The  next  day,  Monday,  the  fourth,  my 
command  was  moved,  with  Generals  Wright  and 
Ferry,  towards  Fredericksburg,  and  in  the  after- 
noon formed  a  line  of  battle  near  Hazel  Run,  front- 
ing Dolmer's  house.  At  the  signal  to  advance, 
led  bv  the  Major-Oeneral  commanding,  my  com- 
mand moved  across  to  the  plank  road,  opposite 
Guests's  house,  under  heavy  fire,  and  at  dark 
formed  a  line  of  battle,  and  remained  until  about 
twelve  o'docky  when  I  was  ordered  to  move  to  a 
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point  up  the  plank  road  near  Banks's  Ford.  Dur- 
ing this  time  my  skirmishers  were  actively  en- 
gaged and  brought  in  many  prisoners.  I  re- 
mained near  Banks's  Ford  during  the  balance  of 
the  night,  and  the  next  evening,  the  fiflh,  in  a 
severe  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  advanced  to 
within  two  miles  of  Chancellorsville  and  bivou- 
acked for  the  night.  Early  the  next  day,  sixth,  I 
was  moved  to  Ballard's  field,  and  that  evening 
returned  to  my  old  camp  near  Fredericksburg. 
My  command  was  on  foot  from  the  twenty-ninth 
of  April  to  the  seventh  Mav,  inclusive,  and 
bore  the  privations,  fatigue,  laoor,  and  fighting 
without  a  murmur.  My  staff  ofiicers,  Stanhope 
Posey,  A.  A.  General,  and  J.  B.  Posey,  A.  D.  C., 
rendered  good  services.  Mv  Aid-de-camp  being 
very  sick,  had  to  leave  the  neld  Saturdav  morn- 
ing, and  my'  assistant  adjutant-general  being 
wounded  on  Satturday,  was  disabled  from  doing 
active  duty,  but  remained  in  the  field  while  the 
fighting  lasted.  In  the  mean  time  one  of  my 
couriers,  Mr.  Asberry  Hancock,  acted  both  a 
courier  and  aid-de-camp,  and  did  most  valuable 
service,  displaying  acts  of  daring  and  heroism 
worthy  of  mention,  and  for  bis  conduct  in  the 
field  in  front  of  the  enemy  deserves  the  highest 
consideration,  and  should  be  promoted.  My 
couries,  Weil,  also  deserves  mention.  I  must 
here  mention  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Manlove, 
of  the  Forty-eijghth,  volunteered,  and  ^allantlv 
led  a  line  of  skirmishers  on  Friday  mommg  with 
good  effect.  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  notice  the 
gallant  conduct  of  T.  L.  Duke,  chaplain  of  the 
Nineteenth  regiment,  who  remained  in  front  of 
his  regiment  with  his  musket  during  the  series  of 
engagements,  and  mainly  directed  tne  movements 
of  the  skirmishers  of  that  regiment.  I  herewith 
send  a  list  of  casualties,  and*  also  the  reports  of 
commanders  of  regiments,  giving  more  particular 
details  which  are  interesting. 

Very  respectfully, 

Carnot  Posey, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding, 

BEPOBT  OF  BRIO.^EKBRAL  A.  R.  WRIGHT. 

Hradquarters  Wright's  Brigade,    { 
Camp  ztear  Guixeas's  Station,  May  13,  lSfl3.  ] 

To  Mqjor  Thomas  8.  Mills,  A.  A,  (?.,  Anderson's 

Division : 
.  Major  :  I  herewith  enclose  a  report  of  the  part 
taken  hy  my  brig^ide  in  the  recent  engagements 
near  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville,  together 
with  a  correct  list  of  casualties  sustained  by  this 
command.  At  fifteen  minutes  after  ten  o  clock 
A.  M.,  on  the  twenty-ninth  ultimo,  I  received 
orders  to  move  with  my  command  to  or  near 
Hamilton's  Crossing,  and  in  supporting  distance 
of  General  Early's  left,  I  immediately  put  my 
brigade  in  motion,  and  at  twelve  M.,  reached  the 
position  indicated,  with  my  right  near  to  Early's 
left  •  Here  I  remained  until  late  in  the  afternoon, 
when,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Major-General 
Anderson,  I  moved  my  command  near  to  his 
headquarters,  on  the  military  road.  Here  we 
bivouacked,  as  we  hoped,  for  the  night,  but  at 
twelve  o'clock  I  was  ordered  to  move  rapidly  with 


my  command  to  Chancellorsville,  distant  some 
twelve  or  fifteen  miles,  where  I  would  report  to 
Major-General  Anderson.    During  a  drenching 
rain  and  impenetrable  darkness  we  commenced 
the  march,  and  moving  by  the  Fredericksburg  and 
Orange  plank  road,  at  daylight,  on  Thursdav,  May 
the  thirtieth,  I  reported  in  person  the  arrival  of  my 
brigade  at  Chancellorsville.  Here  I  received  orders 
to  retrace  my  steps,  and  fall  back  towards  Freder- 
icksburg, as  far  as  the  crossing  of  the  old  mine  road 
on  the  plank  road,  and  there  await  the  approach 
of  the  enemy,  then  reported  as  advancing  in  heavy 
force  by  the'Ely's  Ford  and  Germana  roads.    At 
eight  o'clock  A.  M.  I  reached  the  desired  position, 
and  formed  line  of  battle  on  a  range  of  hills  in  rear 
of  Hopewell  nursery,  with  my  right  resting  upon 
the  plank  road.    My  men  had  marched  twenty- 
seven  mOes  in  less  than  twenty-one  hours,  and 
most  of  the  time  in  a  heavy  rain  and  through  deep 
mud,  and  when  I  halted,  were  almost  completely 
exhausted.    After  a  hasty  reconnoissance  of  the 
position  I  concluded  to  change  my  line  to  the 
crest  of  a  range  of  hills,  upon  which  the  small-pox 
hospital  and  an  old  church  were  situated,  and 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  rear  of  my  first 
position.    Here  I  formed  as  before  with  my  right 
resting  upon  the  plank  road,  and  my  left  upon  the 
Fredericksburg  and  Gordons ville  nulroad.     Dur- 
ing the  afternoon,  having  received  a  few  intrench- 
ing tools,  I  commenced  digging  a  line  of  rifle-pits 
in  front  of  my  position,  and  oy  working  during  the 
whole  night  I  had,  by  seven  o'clock  on  Friday 
morning,  my  entire  line  well  protected,  having 
also,  during  the  night,  kept  a  detail  at  work 
throwing  up  an  epaulement  for  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery on  the  right  of  the  plank  road.    No  enemy 
having  appeared  in  si^ht  m  front  of  my  position, 
at  about  noon,  on  Fnday,  the  first  of  May,  I  was 
ordered  to  move  my  brigade  up  the  plank  road, 
and,  feeling  for  the  enemv,  to  drive  him  before 
me  should  he  be  found.    Having  proceeded  about 
one  mile  my  skirmishers  became  engaged  with 
the  enemy's  advance,  who  began  very  soon  to  give 
way,  while  I  pressed  forward  with  the  main  body 
of  my  command,  until  having  reached  within  one 
and  a  half  or  two  miles  of  Chancellorsville  I  dis- 
covered the  enemv  in  considerable  force,  occupying 
a  position  on  both  sides  of  the  plank  road,  along 
the  skirt  of  a  heavy  forest,  with  a  large  clearing  in 
his  front.    At  this  point,  by  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Jackson,  Alexander's  battalion  of 
artillery  was  placed  in  position,  and  supported  by 
my  brigade,  opened  a  neavy  fire  upon  tne  enemy's 
line.    Meanwnile  I  threw  forwara  a  strong  body 
of  skirmishers  from  the  Third  Georgia  regiment 
on  both  sides  of  the  road,  and  pushing  them  well 
to  the  front,  those  on  the  right  soon  became  ac- 
tively engaged  with  a  considerable  body  of  the 
enemy's  mtantry :  the  firing  continuing  very  heavy 
on  my  right,  I  ordered  Captain  Jones's  company, 
Second  Georgia  battalion,  to  the  support  of  com- 
pany "  H,"  Third  Georgia  regiment,  then  on  the 
right.    In  a  very  few  minutes  the  enemy  began 
to  give  way,  and  Captain  Jones  continued  to  press 
them  for  some  distance  through  the  dense  wood. 
About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  I  reoeiTed 
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orders  from  General  ADderson  to  move  my  brigade 
across  and  to  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  and,  bear- 
ing well  off  from  the  road,  endeavor  to  get  upon 
the  enemy's  right  flank  and  rear.  I  immediately 
commenced  the  movement,  and  reachins  the  Gor- 
donsvtUe  and  Fredericksburg  railroad,  I  moved 
rapidly  up  that  road,  keeping  Captain  Wilson's 
company.  Forty-eighth  Georgia  regiment,  and 
Captain  Scraeg's  company,  Twenty-second  Georgia 
regiment,  v^ell  in  advance,  as  skirmishers. 

About  six  o'clock  P.  U.  I  reached  Wellford's 
iron  furnace,  one  and  a  half  miles  south-west  of 
Chancellorsville,  where  I  found  Major-General 
Stuart,  who  informed  me  that  the  enemy,  in  con- 
siderable force,  was  occupying  the  thick  woods 
north  of,  and  near  the  furnace,  in  the  direction  of 
Chancellorsville.  I  immediately  prepared  to  give 
him  battle,  and  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cars- 
well,  commanding  Forty-eighth  Virginia  regiment, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Warden,  commanding 
Twenty-second  Georgia  regiment,  to  move  cau- 
tiously forward  through  the  almost  impenetrable 
forest,  -with  one  company  for  each  regiment  thrown 
forward  as  skirmishers,  and,  finding  the  enemy,  to 
press  him  vigorously.  The  Third  Georgia  regi- 
ment and  Second  Georgia  battalion  I  held  in  re- 
serve, to  be  used  as  occasion  might  require.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels Carswell  and  Warden,  moving 
rapidly  forward,  were  soon  engaged  with  a  heavy 
force  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  and  the  firine  for  a 
few  minutes  was  very  severe.  Through  this 
heavy  fire  Carswell  and  Warden  continued  to 
press,  and  their  gallant  commands  soon  cleared 
the  woods,  and  reaching  the  edge  of  an  open  field, 
charged  upon  and  drove  the  enemy  up  a  nigh  hill, 
in  rear  of  a  farm  house,  where  he  took  shelter 
under  cover  of  a  dense  pine  thicket.  Fearing  lest 
my  small  command  should  fall  into  a  Yankee  trap, 
1  ordered  my  line  to  halt,  and  despatched  a  mes- 
senger to  General  Stuart,  asking  that  he  send  me 
a  portion  of  his  artillery,  under  cover  of  whose 
fire  I  intended  again  to  charge  the  enemy,  unless 
oar  artillery  should  show  them  to  be  in  very 
greatly  superior  force.  Some  time  elapsed  before 
our  guns  could  be  got  into  position,  owing  to  the 
character  of  the  ground  and  the  very  bad  roads 
over  which  they  bad  to  pass,  and  it  was  nearly 
sunset  before  we  openea  our  fire.  Immediately 
the  enemy  responded  with  two  heavy  batteries, 
one  immeoiately  in  front  and  one  upon  our  right, 
and  very  soon  .a  third  opened  upon  us  from  a  mgh 
hill  on  our  left.  Our  guns  replied  with  spirit,  but 
owing  to  the  superior  number  of  ^uns  opposed  to 
them  and  their  advantageous  position,  the  result 
was  not  as  favorable  to  us  as  I  nad  hoped  and  an- 
ticipated. Ascertaining  the  locality  of  the  enemy's 
guns,  I  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carswell  to 
move  off  by  his  left  flank  through  a  deep  ravine 
near  the  edge  of  the  field,  in  wmch  the  enemy's 
guns  were  posted,  and  gaining  the  riffht  and  rear 
of  the  enemy's  battery  u^n  our  left,  to  charge 
upon  and  take  it.  But  owug  to  the  near  approach 
of  night  and  the  dense  undergrowth  through 
which  we  had  to  pass,  it  was  foimd  impossi- 
ble to  accomplish  my  object,  and,  at  dark,  the 
firing  ceased  on  both  sidesi  imd  I  withdrew  my 
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men ;  and,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieutenant- 
General  Jackson,  received  through  Major-General 
Stuart,  I  marched  by  the  furnace  road,  and,  at 
eleven  o'clock  p.  M.  rejoined  my  division,  then 
on  the  plank  road  about  ohe  mile  from  Chancel- 
lorsville. My  loss,  during  the  day,  amounted  to 
two  killed  ana  twenty- two  wounded.  The  enemy's 
loss  I  had  no  means  of  discovering,  as  I  left  the 
scene  of  conflict  so  soon,  but  it  must  have  been 
very  considerable,  including  quite  a  number  of 
prisoners. 

Early  on  Saturday  morning,  the  second  instant, 
I  was  ordered  to  form  my  brigade  on  the  left  of, 
and  perpendicular  to  the  plank  road,  with  my 
right  resting  upon  it,  keeping  one  regiment  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers  well  to  the  front  in  the  dense 
woods.  In  this  position  I  continued  until  two 
o'clock  p.  M.,  when  I  received  orders  to  move 
quickly  in  the  direction  of  the  iron  furnace  to  the 
support  of  General  Posey,  who  was  then  threatened 
by  a  heavy  force  of  the  Yankees.  Just  at  this  time 
the  enemy  advanced  two  full  brigades  upon  the 
Third  Georgia  regiment,  deployed  as  skirmishers 
in  my  front,  and  commenced  a  fire  upon  that  regi- 
ment I  was  compelled  to  leave  it  unsupported, 
but  reporting  the  fact  promptly  to  the  >Iajor- 
General  commanding  the  division,  I  proceeded 
rapidly  to  the  support  of  General  Posey,  whose 
brigaae  I  found  in  line  extending  on  both  sides  of 
the  road  to  the  furnace,  and  distant  from  the  latter 
about  one  thousand  yards.  The  enemy  appeared 
in  considerable  force  upon  the  hills  around  the 
furnace,  and  had  a  strong  line  of  sharpshooters 
advanced  as  far  as  the  small  run  which  flows  at 
the  foot  of  the  furnace  hill.  After  a  brief  consul- 
tation with  General  Posey,  I  formed  my  brigade 
on  his  ri^ht,  with  my  line  extending  well  to  the 
right  in  me  direction  of  the  left  of  the  Third 
Georgia  regiment,  left,  as  before  stated,  hotly 
engaged  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy.  The 
firmg  contmuing  so  incessant  and  terrific  in 
the  direction  of  the  latter  regiment,  I  despatched 
a  messenger  to  Major  Jones,  commanding,  to 
ascertain  the  condition  of  things  in  his  imme- 
diate front,  and  to  inform  him  of  my  readiness 
to  reenforce  him  if  he  should  require  it,  but  or- 
dering him  to  hold  his  position  at  all  hazards,  as 
he  held  the  key  to  our  whole  line  in  this  quarter. 
Having  received  an  answer  from  Major  Jones  that 
he  was  not  only  able  to  hold  his  own  against  the 
terrible  odds  to  which  he  was  opposed,  but  that 
he  was  actuallv  advancing  upon  and  driving  the 
enemy  before  dim,  I  drew  in  mv  line  upon  the  left 
and  concentrated  the  balance  of  my  brigade  there, 
in  order  to  cooperate  more  favorably  with  Posey, 
who  was,  about  this  time,  threatened  with/i  heavv 
force  which  was  seen  advancin£[  down  the  hifi 
from  the  furnace,  and  approaching  his  position 
with  loud  cheers.  This  was  about  dark  on  Satur- 
day, and  as  the  enemy's  thieatened  movement 
against  General  Posey  was  not  made,  I  urain  di- 
rected my  attention  in  the  direction  of  Miyor 
Jones's  position  on  my  right 

Shortly  after  dark  the  firing  ceased  along  my 
whole  front,  and  at  half  past  eight  o'clock.  Major 
Jones's  Third  Georgia  regiment  having  been  re- 
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lieved  from  its  position  in  the  woods,  as  skirmish- 
ers, returned  to  the  bnpde  and  was  formed  upon 
its  right.  My  loss  during  the  day  was  Tery  slight, 
though  I  regret  to  add  that  some  of  my  men,  who 
were  wounded  the  day  before  and  left  at  the  fur- 
nace in  hospital,  were  to-dav  captured,  together 
with  two  amoulances,  which  fcad  been  sent  up  to 
bring  them  off.  When  the  depot  for  my  wounded 
was  established  at  the  furnace  it  was  at  least  a 
mile  within  our  lines,  but  by  some  means  unknown 
to  me  the  enemy  retook  the  position  on  this  day, 
(Saturday,  the  second,)  and  thus  got  possession 
of  some  of  my  wounded  men. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning  I  received  orders  to 
advance  my  brigade  through  the  woods  in  the  di- 
rection of  Chancellorsville,  connecting  my  right 
with  General  Mahone's  left  and  my  left  with  Gen- 
eral Posey's  right.  This  gave  me  a  line  of  over  a 
mile  to  cover  with  less  than  sixteen  hundred  men. 
I  soon  found  that  this  was  entirely  impracticable, 
and  I  pushed  forward  through  the  woods  endeavor- 
ing to  keep  equidistant  from  Mahone  and  Posey, 
keeping  my  flanks  protected  by  a  strong  line  of 
skirmishers  and  flankers.  In  this  order  I  moved 
steadily  on  my  ri^ht,  about  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  to  the  left  of  tne  plank  road,  until  I  fell  upon  a 
strong  body  of  YanKce  infantry  posted  in  the 
woods,  about  one  half  a  mile  in  the  front  (as  I 
afterwards  discovered)  of  a  strong  line  of  rifle-pits, 
protected  by  abatis  formed  by  the  felling  of  the 
thick  forest  timber  for  some  distance  in  front  of 
their  intrenchments.  Quickly  engaging  the  enemy 
with  vigor  he  gave  way,  and  I  pursued  him  up 
and  into  his  strong  works.  Here  my  small  com- 
mand encountered  the  most  terrible  fire  of  artil- 
lery and  musketry  I  have  ever  witnessed,  and  our 
farther  advance  was  temporarily  checked.  About 
this  time  firing  on  my  left  was  heard,  and  I  felt 
assured  Posey  was  up  to  his  work.  Not  having 
heard  from  or  of  General  Mahone,  I  despached  an 
ofilcer  of  my  staff  to  seek  him  and  inform  him  of 
my  position,  and  beg  him  to  move  forward  to  my 
support.  Immediately  after  this  messenger  left 
me.  Major  Taylor,  an  oificer  in  command  of  Oen- 
eraf  Mahone's  line  of  skirmishers,  approached  me 
and  informed  me  that  he  knew  nothmg  of  the  lo- 
cality of  General  Mahone's  brigade,  except  when 
last  neard  from  it  was  very  far  in  the  rear,  and 
that  he  (Taylor)  should  wait  or  fall  back  with  his 
skirmishers  until  he  could  be  brought  near  to  his 
brigade.  I  urged  him  not  to  do  so,  as  I  had  just 
sent  word  to  Gfeneral  Mahone,  informing  him  of 
the  condition  of  things  in  front,  and  urging  him 
to  come  to  my  support,  and  which  I  thought  he 
would  speedily  do.  Directiy  after  this  Major 
TayloB  left  me,  and  I  saw  no  more  of  him  or  Gen- 
eral Mahone's  forces  during  the  day.  Being  thus 
without  support  on  my  riffht,!  determined  to 
move  a  little  towards  the  leftf  where  I  continued 
to  hear  Posey's  Are,  and  ordered  Mjyor  Jones, 
with  his  Thira  Georgia  regiment,  to  deploy  his 
line,  and  pushing  up  to  the  enemy's  works  examine 
bis  position  and  report.  About  this  time  the 
flring  far  on  the  left  of  Posey's  position  became 
heav^',  and  I  felt  assured  that  Jackson  was  ad- 
Tancing  there.  Major  Jones  moved  his  regiment 
onpidly  up  to  within  a  few  rods  of  the  enemy's 


works,  where,  pressed  by  Posey  and  Perry  on 
my  immediate  left,  and  Jackson  farther  on*,  the 
Yankees  gave  way  and  fled  from  their  intrench- 
ments. We  pressed  forward  and  immediately 
occupied  them,  although  on  my  right  the  enemy 
still  retained  possession  of  their  works  and  opened 
a  pretty  sharp  fixe  of  shell  and  musketry  upon  us 
as  we  took  possession  of  their  abandoned  rifle-pits. 
I  was  then  ordered  by  Major-Oeneral  Anderson 
to  move  up  the  Third  Georgia  regiment  and  dis- 
lodge the  enemy's  sharpshooters  on  our  right,  and 
then  push  forward  for  the  enemy's  batterj%  which 
was  p)a3ring  so  incessantiy  upon  us.  The  order 
was  given,  and  the  Third  Georgia  commenced  its 
movement  along  the  line  of  rifle-pits  towards  the 
plank  road,  led  by  Major  Jones.  In  a  few  minutes 
be  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  right  arm, 
(since  amputated,)  and  the  command  devolved 
upon  Captain  Andrews,  who  continued  to  advance, 
until  having  reached  the  plank  road  about  two 
hundred  yards  from  Chancellorsville,  I  ordered 
him  to  charge  the  enemy,  then  in  some  confusion 
around  and  m  the  rear  of  the  brick  house.  This 
charge  was  made  with  spirit,  and  the  enemy  fled, 
leaving  us  in  entire  possession  of  his  strong  posi- 
tion. At  this  point  we  captured  three  pieces  of 
artillery  and  eight  caissons,  and  about  three  hun- 
dred prisoners.  I  immediately  re-fbrmed  my  bri- 
gade (now  somewhat  scattered,  in  running  through 
the  woods  and  timber)  alon&r  the  road  in  front  of 
the  brick  house,  and  ordered  four  companies  of  the 
Third  Georgia  forward  on  both  sides  of  Ely's  Ford 
road  as  skirmishers  to  feel  for  the  flying  foe.  Soon 
as  I  had  my  line  formed  and  ready  to  press  on,  I 
reported  the  fact  to  Major  General  Anderson,  who, 
with  General  Lee,  had  ridden  upon  the  field,  and 
then  received  orders  to  move  down  the  plank  road 
for  a  few  rods  and  await  further  orders.  Meanwhile 
my  skirmishers  had  overtaken  the  running  Yan- 
kees, and  had  succeeded  in  capturing  an  entit 
Yankee  regiment,  (the  Twenty-seventh  Connecti- 
cut,) with  all  its  fleld  officers  and  about  six  or 
seven  hundred  men.  I  continued  to  scour  the 
woods  for  an  hour  or  two,  and  captured  quite  a 
number  of  straggling  Yankees. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  I  was  ordered  down  a  by- 
road in  the  direction  of  the  United  States  Forti, 
following  Posey's  brigade.  Nothing  of  impor- 
tance occurred  during  this  march,  and  at  nii^ht 
bivouacked  near  Childs's  house.  My  loss  during 
this  dajr  was  pretty  severe,  amounting  to  seven- 
teen killed,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-three 
wounded,  including  in  the  list  of  killed  some  of 
my  best  ofllcers. 

On  Monday  morning  I  received  orders  to  move 
back  up  the  road,  towards  Chancellorsville,  until 
I  reached  the  turnpike  road ;  and  from  thence  was 
ordered  down  the  turnpike  to  Salem  Church,  five 
miles  above  FredericKsbui^,  which  point  we 
reached  about  noon,  when  I  halted  to  receive  fur- 
ther orders.  Major-General  Anderson  then  di- 
rected me  to  move  off  to  the  right  of  the  road, 
and  passing  well  to  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line, 
to  take  position  on  the  slope  of  the  hills  in  rear 
of  Downman'a  farm.  Here  I  formed  line  of  battle, 
my  ri^ht  upon  the  left  of  Hoke's  bri^de,  of  Ear- 
ly^s  division,  Posey's  right  upon  my  left. 
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The  enemy  were  in  position  along  the  north 
&lope  of  the  ridge  upon  which  Downman's  house 
stands,  with  a  strong  line  of  sharpshooters  occupy- 
iii^  the  crest  of  the  ridge  &na  the  house,  and 
fencing  axound  Downman's  yard  with  heavy  bat- 
teries on  the  hills  in  their  rear.  At  the  appoint- 
ed signal,  just  before  sunset,  I  moved  lorward 
by  the  right  flank  around  to  the  right  of  the  hill 
on  which  I  hud  formed,  and  passing  up  a  ravine, 
cume  upon  the  border  of  the  open  field  in  rear  of 
Djwnman's  house,  about  four  hundred  yards 
from  it,  and  here  rapidly  forming  in  line  I  charged 
across  the  fields,  swept  by  the  house,  and  reached 
the  woods  opposite,  orivmg  the  enemy  before  me 
like  chaff.  Arriving  at  the  skirt  of  the  woods,  I 
halted  my  command,  (fearing  if  I  proceeded  far- 
ther in  that  direction  I  should  encounter  Wof- 
furd*s  brigade,  who,  I  had  been  informed,  would 
advance  in  that  direction,)  and  sent  a  messenger 
to  General  Anderson  informing  him  of  my  posi- 
tion, from  whom  I  received  instructions  to  wait  in 
my  then  position  for  further  orders.  During  this 
time  the  enemy  kept  up  a  murderous  fire  along  my 
T^hole  line,  and  with  considerable  effect.  I  re- 
mained in  this  position  until  dark,  subjected  to 
this  murderous  fire,  without  being  able  to  respond 
to  the  enemy^s  guns.  Between  eiffht  and  nine 
o*clock  I  was  ordered  to  move  up  to  the  plank  road, 
and  form  on  Posey's  left,  which  I  did,  and  soon 
afler  we  moved  down  the  road  in  the  direction  of 
Banks's  Ford,  Posey  in  advance.  After  proceeding 
two  and  a  half  or  three  miles,  we  were  ordered  to 
halt ;  and  were  then  ordered  by  Maior-General  An- 
derson to  bivouac  for  the  night.  My  loss  this  day 
was  considerable,  amoimting  to  six  killed,  ana 
eighty-three  wounded. 

On  Thursday,  the  fifth  instant,  about  two  o'clock 
r.  M.,  I  received  orders  to  move  my  command  im- 
mediately up  the  plank  road  to  ChancellorsviUe. 
I  commenced  the  march  at  once  in  one  of  the 
hardest  rains  I  have  ever  seen,  and  which  continued 
with  less  violence  during  the  whole  afternoon.  At 
dark,  we  encamped  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
from  ChancellorsviUe;  and,  early  next  morning, 
(Wednesday,)  we  marched  to  ChancellorsviUe, 
and  from  thence  down  the  Ely's  Ford  road  to  a 
point  just  behind  Brooks's  house.  Here  we  were 
nalted  untU  about  noon,  when  I  was  ordered  to 
retrace  my  steps,  (the  Yankees  having  retired  be- 
jund  the  river,)  and  take  my  men  into  their  camp, 
m  the  rear  of  Fredericksburg.  Thus  ended  the 
ci^ht  days  of  marching  and  ^htiog. 

I  cannot,  injustice  to  the  brave  men  composing 
this  command,  close  my  brief  report  without  ex- 
pressing my  highest  admiration  for  their  splendid 
conduct  during  this  eventful  week.  Xo  man  ever 
had  better  or  braver  soldiers.  The  Twenty-second 
Gi'orgia,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Warden,  and  the 
Forty-eighth  Georgia,  Lieutenant- Colonel  Cars- 
«ell,  on  Friday,  near  the  iron  furnace,  acted  with 
dihtinguished  coolness  and  courage,  diiving  a  vast- 
ly superior  force  of  the  Yankees  for  nearly  a  mUe, 
and  oiJy  relinquished  further  pursuit  by  receiving 
orders  &om  me  to  halt  On  the  same  dav'  Com- 
pany **  H,"  Captain  Luckee,  of  the  Third  Georgia, 
and  Company  **  B,"  Captain  Jones,  of  the  Second 


Georgia  battaUon,  performed  efficieut  and  valu- 
able service  as  skirraishera,  during  the  advance 
and  firing  on  the  plank  road. 

On  Saturday  the  Third  Georgia  sustained  its 
former  reputation  in  engaging  and  actually  re- 
pulsing two  brigades  of  tne  enemj,  on  the  left  of 
the  plank  road,  near  Chancellorsvdle. 

On  Silnday,  at  ChancellorsviUe'^  and  again  on 
Monday  afternoon,  near  Fredericksburg,  the  en- 
tire command  evinced  the  most  heroic  fortitude 
and  chivalric  daring ;  charging,  in  both  instances, 
and  routing  the  Yankee  infantry,  under  a  deadly 
fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries.  To  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Warden,  Lieutenant-Colonel  CarsweU, 
Major  Ross,  and  Major  Jones,  and  the  skilful  of- 
ficers and  brave  men  of  their  commands,  is  the 
country  in  no  smaU  degree  indebted  for  the  splen- 
did results  of  the  week. 

This  command  and  the  country  have  to  deplore 
the  untimely  loss  of  Captain  Heath,  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Georgia,  Captain  Kendrick  and  First 
Lieutenant  Spier,  of  the  Forty-eighth  Georgia,  who 
were  killed  on  Sunday  near  ChanceUorsviUe. 

To  Captain  Girardey,  A.  A.  general.  Lieuten- 
ant Hazlehurst  and  Captain  BeU,  aids-de-camp, 
I  am  greatly  indebted  for  their  valuable  and  effi- 
cient services  during  aU  the  week's  operations. 
I  am.  Major,  ven'  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  Wright. 

Brig«dler-GeDeni],  commanding  Brigade. 
REPORT   OF  BRIGADIER-GENKRAL   PERRY. 

HSADQUARTEBS  PBBRY'S  BRIGADE,  ) 

May  9,  1863.     { 

To  Mojor  Thomas  8.  Milh,  A.  A,  General : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUow- 
ing  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  command, 
consistmg  of  the  Second  and  Eighth  Florida  regi- 
ments, in  the  recent  engagements  in  Spottsyl- 
vania  county : 

On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  AprU,  in 
compliance  with  orders  from  division  headouarters, 
I  moved  my  command  to  the  heights  in  n*ont  of 
Falmouth,  and  throwing  my  pidLets  out  to  the 
river  bank,  remained  in  line  or  battle  until  about 
eleven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  May, 
when,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Major-Gencral 
Anderson,  I  moved  with  my  command  up  the  plank 
road,  and  into,  the  old  turnpike  road.  I  advanced 
up  this  road  until  I  came  to  our  Une  of  battle, 
held  by  Major-Gei>eral  McLaws  on  the  right.  I 
then  received  an  order  from  Major-General  Mc- 
Laws to  form  my  brigade  on  the  right  of  Briga- 
dier-General Wofford's  brigade.  Tnis  threw  me 
some  distance  to  the  right  of  the  old  mine  road. 
I  at  once  formed  my  line  of  battle,  and*  receiving 
information  from  Major-General  McLaws  that  the 
enemy  were  advancmg  on  the  old  mine  road,  I 
threw  out  skirmishers  and  so  disposed  my  Une  as 
to  enable  me  to  command  both  tne  old  mine  road 
and  the  Dewson  MiU  road.  Brigadier-General 
WUcox  soon  coming  up  and  forming  his  brigade 
on  my  right,  I  was  relieved  from  giving  further 
attention  to  the  Dewson  Mill  road,  and  resumed 
my  original  Une,  my  right  regiment  resting  in  the 


292 


BEBBLLIOK  RECORD,  lg63-64. 


rifle-pit8  on  the  left  of  the  Dewson  Mill  road. 
About  five  o'clock  P.  M.  I  received  orders  from 
Maior-General  McLaws  to  double  my  line  of  skir- 
mishers  and  advance.  I  did  so  for  about  one  and 
one  half  miles,  encountering  no  enemy.  I  halted  | 
with  Brigadier-General  Wonord's  brigade  on  my 
left.  Brigadier-General  Wilcox  not  repeivin^  or- 
ders to  advance  at  the  time,  did  not  join  my  right 
General  Wofibrd  having  become  disconnected  from 
the  line  on  his  left,  determined  to  bivouac  for  the 
night.  Accordingly  I  threw  out  a  strong  line  of 
pickets  and  disposed  my  men  for  rest.  They 
were  very  much  exhausted,  owing  to  the  nature  of 
the  country  through  which  they  had  advanced. 
About  ten  o'clock  1  received  an  order  to  retrace 
my  steps  and  march  up  the  turnpike  road  to  Ma- 
jor-General  McLaws's  position.  I  did  so,  and 
having  arrived  with  my  brigade  near  General  Mc- 
Laws's  headquarters,  received  an  order  revoking 
the  former  order,  and  directing  me  to  move  my 
command  back  to  the  position  I  had  just  left. 
Having  retaken  that  position,  I  remained  until 
morning,  ever)'thing  in  my  front  continuiu^  quiet. 
Brigadier-General  wofford  having;  reestablished 
his  connection  with  the  line  on  his  left,  the  line 
of  battle  was  advanced,  I  moving  in  conformity 
with  the  line  on  my  left,  keeping  out  a  strong  line 
of  skirmishers,  ana  sending  out  scouting  parties 
to  my  front  and  right,  we  encountered  no  resist- 
ance to  our  advance.  The  enemy  falling  back 
without  firing  a  gun,  we  took  a  few  prisoners  and 
found  some  abandoned  commissary  stores,  arms, 
&c.  About  four  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  line 
was  closed  up  to  the  left  by  order  from  Major- 
General  McLaws,  until  my  left  rested  a  few  paces 
to  the  right  of  the  pike  road.  My  skirmishers 
here  became  engaged  with  the  enemy,  driving 
back  the  enemy  s  skirmishers  and  holding  the 
ground  gained  against  a  brisk  fire  from  both  in- 
tantry  and  artillery.  At  dark  I  received  an  order 
from  Maior-General  McLaws  to  report  with  m\' 
command  to  Major-General  Anderson,  on  the  leu 
of  Major-General  McLaws's  line,  and  in  obedience 
to  Major-General  Anderson's  orders,  bivouacked 
my  men  in  the  woods  for  rest.  Some  time  before 
daylight  of  the  morning  of  the  third  of  May,  I 
moved  my  command,  by  direction  of  Major-Gen- 
eral Anderson,  down  the  Catharpin  road,  for  the 
purpose  of  scouring  the  country  to  the  left  of 
and  rear  of  the  left  of  Major-General  Anderson's 
line.  I  found  the  country  clear,  and  moved  up 
by  the  furnace,  on  the  left  of  the  line,  and  came 
up  with  the  other  brigades  of  the  division,  near  to 
the  enemy's  works.  I  at  once  formed  my  line  of 
battle  and  pushed  forward  upon  the  right  flank 
of  the  enemy's  works  on  the  left  of  the  line  of 
Major-General  Anderson's  division.  The  fire  was 
quite  brisk  here  from  a  line  of  the  enemy,  thrown 
back  at  right  angles  to  this  f^ont,  to  protect  his 
flank  and  rear.  This  line  soon  gave  way,  and 
pushing  forward,  I  found  myseli  iDside  of  his 
breastworks.  Having  no  knowledge  of  the  ground, 
and  the  woods  being  so  thick  as  to  entirely  ob- 
struct the  view,  I  was  at  a  loss  for  some  time  as  to 
the  direction  of  the  enemy's  next  line.  Their 
musket  balls  soon  gave  me  the  proper  direction. 


and  I  changed  front,  and  sending  out  skirmishers, 
soon  found  their  line  on  the  thickly  wooded  iiill 
in  the  rear  of  their  breastworks,  and  to  their  right 
of  the  field  in  front  of  Chancellor's.  I  ordered  a 
charge,  and  the  enemy,  after  one  or  two  round*;, 
broke  in  the  utmost  confusion,  throwing  down 
arms,  knapsacks,  &c,  great  numbers  of  them 
running  into  our  lines. 

No  sooner  had  the  enemy's  lines  vanished,  than 
their  batteries  poured  a  most  terrific  fire  of  grape 
and  canister  into  my  lines.  The  men  lyine  down, 
and  being  partially  protected  by  a  slight  ridge,  the 
fire  was  not  as  fatal  as  I  had  reason  to  fear.  Upon 
going  to  the  front  I  found  no  infantry  in  my  front, 
between  me  and  the  turnpike  road,  and  that  I 
could  not  lead  my  men  against  the  enemy's  batter) 
without  encountering  the  range  of  our  own  batter}- 
on  the  left  of  the  rear  of  my  line,  whieh  was  then 
clearing  out  the  enemy  in  double-quick  time. 
While  making  this  charge,  portions  of  two  other 
brigades,  who  were  lying  down  in  the  woods,  and 
whom  a  portion  of  my  line  had  charged  over, 
rushed  back  from  the  sudden  and  terrific  fire 
poured  into  us  before  the  enemy  gave  way,  and 
the  Eighth  Florida  regiment,  which  had  not  thc:i 
passed  over  them,  mistaking  them  for  the  left  of 
their  own  brigade,  allowed  themselves  to  be  swept 
back  a  short  distance  by  them.  They  were  not. 
however,  at  all  panic  stricken,  but  were  rallied  at 
once,  thefr  morale  and  spirit  in  no  manner  im- 
paired. I  cannot  think  any  blame  should  be  at- 
tached to  either  the  officers  or  the  men  of  the 
regiment.  I  remained  in  that  position  until  the 
rest  of  the  division  was  marched  up  by  General 
Anderson,  and  moved  by  the  ri^ht  fltmk  with  them 
to  the  turnpike  road,  where  the  division  halted. 
Soon  after,  I  was'  directed  bv  order  from  General 
Anderson,  to  occupy  the  works  on  the  right  of  the 
pike  road,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  throwing  a 
force  into  them.  I  remained  in  those  works  until 
ordered  to  follow  the  division  towards  United 
States  Ford. 

That  night  I  halted  with  the  division, — being 
on  its  left,  —  put  out  strong  pickets,  and  rested 
until  about  two  hours  before  daylight  of  Mar 
fourth,  when  I  received  orders  to  throw  one  regi- 
ment forward  upon  each  of  two  roads  ninning  to- 
wards the  ridge  occupied  by  the  enemy,  in  the 
rear  of  ChaQceUorsville.  I  sent  forward  the  Fifth 
Florida,  on  the  road  leading  by  Grady's  house, 
and  the  Second  Florida,  about  half  a  mile  farther 
to  the  left,  throwing  forward  a  connected  line  of 
skirmishers  in  front  of  the  two  regiments.  These 
skirmishers  encountered  the  enemy's  pickets  in 
considerable  force,  but  they  offered  feeole  resist- 
ance, and  were  pressed  back  a  mile  or  a  mile  and 
a  half,  to  the  enemv's  intrenchments.  I  was  then 
ordered  by  General  Anderson  to  draw  in  the  two 
regiments  and  line  of  skirmishers,  and  follow  the 
division  towards  Fredericksbuig,  which  I  did,  and 
was  next  posted  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  the  divis- 
ion. My  line  being  to  the  rear  of  Downman*s 
house,  Bngadier-General  Posey  being  on  my  right 
There  being  an  interval  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
between  my  left  and  the  right  of  (General  McLaws's 
line,  I  was  ordered  to  hold  the  position  I  then  oe- 
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ra;  ied,  until  farther  orders,  unless  when  the  right 
of  our  line  had  advanced  up  the  plank  road  to  a 
point  oppodte  rae,  I  should  see  an  opportunity  to 
strike.  1  had  thoroughly  scouted  the  woods  to  my 
left,  and  from  the  in&rmation  I  had  obtained,  felt 
couiident  of  capturing  both  the  battery  at  Gregg's 
house,  and  much  of  the  infiintry  thrown  up  between 
that  and  Downman's  house.  That  hope,  however, 
its  well  as  all  opportunity  for  me,  in  the  position  in 
which  I  was  to  strike  a  single  blow  to  advantage, 
was  destrojred  by  Brigadier-General  Wright's 
brigade  swinging  across  the  line  of  battle  and 
charging  across  the  field  in  my  front  before  our 
light  could  so  engage  the  enemy  on  the  plank 
road  as  to  prevent  the  artillery  and  infantry  from 
escaping  l^  that  road.  Upon  reporting  my  posi- 
tioo  to  General  Anderson,  I  was  directed  to  remain 
there  until  morning. 

On  the  morning  of  May  fifth,  b^  direction  of 
General  Anderson,  I  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
Morgan  house,  on  the  plank  road ;  there  I  re- 
mained until  about  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  when,  with 
the  other  brigades  of  the  division,  I  moved  up  the 
plauk  road  and  bivouacked  for  the  ni^t.  Early 
in  the  morning  of  the  sixth,  hj  order  of  General 
.Vnderson,  I  detached  two  regunents,  posted  one 
on  the  Catharpin  road  and  one  at  fork  of  plank 
road  and  the  road  leading  to  Spottsylvania  Court- 
Hoase,  halting  the  other  reeiment  where  the  fur- 
nace road  crossed  the  plaiui  road.  About  one 
o'clock  I  called  in  my  regiments  and  returned  to 
my  old  camp. 

The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  of  my 
CGmmand,  through  the  tiresome  marches  and  con- 
tmued  watching,  as  well  as  while  engaging  the 
Liiemy,  was  sueh  as  to  merit  high  praise.  The 
£rm  and  steadfast  courage  exhibited,  especially 
uv  the  Fifth  and  Second  Florida  regiments,  in  the 
charge  at  Chancellors  viUe,  attracted  my  particular 
attention. 

I  am  indebted  to  Captain  McCaslan,  A.  A.  A. 
^'caeral.  Lieutenant  Taylor,  aid-de-camp.  Lieu- 
tenant Scott,  volunteer  aid-de-camp,  and  Lieu- 
tciunt  Riley,  acting  inspector,  for  the  ^-eat  assist- 
auct!  they  rendered  me  by  their  attention  to  their 
duties  and  gallant  conduct 

My  command  was  kept  supplied  with  rations  by 
the  persevering  enerffy  of  Major  Elder,  brigade 
commissary.  Major  Hinkle,  brigade  quartermas- 
ter, for  his  untirinff  efibrts  to  al^viate  the  sufier- 
m^  of  the  wounded,  who  were, collected  at  the 
^tation  awaiting  transportation  to  Bichmond,  has 
merited  my  particular  thanks.  I  enclose  the  list 
of  casualties.       I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 

£.  A.  Persy, 

Brigadler-Qcoeral,  P.  A.  C.  S. 
BEPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  MAHONB. 

BEADgUAETEBS  MABONB'H  BaiOADS,  t 

Aif Daasoif '8  Division,  May  27, 1863.  | 
To  Major  T.  8.  Mills,  A.  A.  0.,  Anderson's  Divis- 
ion, First  Corps,  A»  N.  Vd, : 
Major  :  I  beg  leave  to  report  the  operations  of 
this  brigade  in  tne  lata  batUes  of  the  Bappahan- 
aock* 


It  is  proper  to  premise,  that  this  brigade  with 
that  of  General  Posey,  had  been  stationed  near 
the  United  States  Foni  for  the  purpose  of  defend- 
ing that  crossing  of  the  Rappahannock.  On 
Wednesday,  the  twenty-ninth  April,  it  was  re- 
ported to  me  that  the  enemy  had  made  his  ap- 
pearance in  force  at  the  Germana  and  Ely's  Cross- 
ings of  the  Rapidan.  This  appearance  of  the 
enemy  upon  our  flank  and  rear  rendered  our  po- 
sition at  the  United  States  Ford  no  longer  tenable, 
and  with  a  view  to  checking  his  advance  upon  the 
flank  of  our  army,  as  was  now  clearly  discerned  to 
be  his  aim,  the  two  brigades.  General  Posey's  and 
mine,  were  immediately  placed  in  position  near 
Chancellors viUe,  so  as  to  cover  the  roads  from  the 
Germana  and  Ely's  Crossings  of  the  Hapidan  and 
that  of  the  United  States  Ford,  uniting  at  Chancel- 
lorsville.  In  the  mean  time  our  camps,  stpres, 
equipage,  transportation,  and  sick  were  sent  to  the 
rear,  and  without  any  material  loss  of  aiiy  of  them. 
The  brigades  occupied  their  position  at  Chancel- 
lorsville,  as  indicated,  until  next  momiog,  Thurs- 
day, the  thirtieth  instant,  when,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Major- General  commanding  the  division, 
who  had  happily  joined  us  during  the  night,  they 
feU  back  on  the  United  States  mine  road,  this 
brigade  at  and  covering  the  crossing  by  that  road 
of  the  old  turnpike.  Before  leaving  our  position 
at  ChancellorsvUle,  however,  the  enemy's  cavalry 
advanced  on  the  Ely's  Ford  road,  made  its  appeai*- 
ance,  and  after  a  precipitate  advance  upon  our 
picket,  capturing  several,  he  subsec^uently  came 
upon  our  rear  guard,  the  Twelfth  Virginia  in&ntry, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Field  commandiug,  and  was 
repulsed  so  effectually  as  to  leave  us  free  from  any 
further  annoyance  during  the  change  of  position, 
to  which  I  have  already  referred,  and  then  in  pro- 
cess of  execution.  Shortly  after  we  had  taken  up 
our  new  line,  at  the  intersection  of  the  mine  and 
turnpike  roads,  the  enemy  came  down  the  turnpike 
in  considerable  force  of  cavalry  and  in&ntr}',  but 
nothing  occurred  at  this  point  beyond  a  little  skir- 
mishing with  his  sharpshooters  and  reconnoitring 
parties.  The  next  aay,  Friday,  first  May,  this 
origade  led  on  the  turnpike  in  the  general  advance 
of  our  forces,  and  very  shortly  engaged  the  enemv 
under  General  Sikes,  when  we  had  quite  a  brisk 
little  engagement,  artillery  and  infantry,  Major- 
General  McLaws  commanding.  The  enemy, 
(United  States  regulars,)  many  of  whom  we  cap- 
tured, was  promptly  repulsed,  and  our  line  of  bat- 
tle, now  formed,  was  moved  rapidly  forward  to  a 
point  on  the  turnpike  south  of  Chancellorsville, 
about  one  and  a  quarter  miles,  known  as  McGees. 
This  brigade  continued  here  with  Miyor-Oeneral 
McLaws*s  forces  confronting  the  enemy's  Hue  of 
battle  in  that  quarter,  until  the  next  day,  when  it 
was  transferred  and  occupied  our  front  une  imme- 
diately on  the  left  of  tne  plank  road.  In  this 
{>osition  we  continued,  up  to  the  fall  of  Chancel- 
orsviUe,  engaging  the  euemy  more  or  less  warmly 
as  the  progress  of  General  Jackson's  operations 
on  his  flank  and  rear  seemed  to  call  for,  and  as 
the  range  of  his.  General  Jackson's,  enfilading  fire 
would  allow.  It  was  during  this  service  of  the 
brigade  that  the  advance  line  of  skirmishers  of  the 
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Sixth  Virginia  infantn%  Colonel  George  T.  Ro- 
gers, under  the  immediate  command  of  Captain 
W.  Carter  Williams,  chareed  over  the  enemy^s 
abatis  near  the  plank  road,  fired  upon  him  in  his 
rifle-pits,  captured  prisoners  from  four  different 
regiments,  and  the  colors  and  color-bearer  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Ohio,  returning  to  his 
position  with  his  handful  of  men,  with  the  loss 
of  an  officer  as  prisoner.  This  gallant  and  suc- 
cessful sortie  was  made  a  little  titer  dark,  Satur- 
day, the  second  May,  when  General  Jackson's 
fire  was  heavy,  and  it  was  in  fighting  over  the 
same  ground  the  next  momine  that  the  valiant 
Williams  fell,  mortally  wounded.  The  standard, 
a  most  elegantly  finished  work,  was  duly  delivered. 
Immediately  following  the  fall  of  Chancellorsville, 
this  brigade  was  sent,  with  a  brigade  of  Major- 
General  McLaws's  division,  to  look  after  the  enemy, 
then  reported  to  be  advancing  up  the  plank  road 
from  Fredericksburg,  under  General  Sedgwick. 
Meeting  General  Wilcox,  with  his  brigade,  about 
the  divergence  of  the  plank  and  turnpike  roads  ; 
and  finding  that  the  enemy  was  really  and  rapidly 
advancing,  it  was  at  once  determinea  to  meet  him 
at  the  Salem  Church.  At  this  point,  possessing 
the  advantages  of  CTound,  our  fine  was  formed. 
In  the  mean  time  Major-General  McLaws  had 
joined  us  with  the  balance  of  his  division.  My 
brigade,  in  the  spirited  fight  at  this  place,  occupied 
the  extreme  left  of  the  line,  lying  wholly  in  the 
woods,  and  participated  in  the  successful  resist- 
ance made  to  the  enemy's  very  determined  effort 
to  break  our  lines  at  that  point.  Upon  the  con- 
clusion of  this  battle,  Tuesday,  the  fifth  May, 
the  brigade  rejoined  its  division.  The  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  men,  as  well  in  bearing  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  attending  eight  consecutive 
days  of  exposure  and  excitement,  as  well  as  in 
battle,  deserve  high  commendation,  and  at  least 
this  acknowledgment  at  my  hands.  The  Twelfth 
Virginia,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Field  commanding, 
for  Its  rapid  and  efficient  resistance  of  the  superior 
forces  of  the  enemy,  while  covering  the  formation 
of  our  lines  of  battle  on  the  turnpike,  Friday,  the 
fi^st  May.  The  Sixth  Virginia,  Colonel  Rogers 
commanding,  for  its  vigorous  pressure  and  bold 
sorties  upon  the  enemy  and  nis  works  around 
Chancellorsville,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  the  second 
and  third  of  May,  for  its  veteran-like  behavior  at 
Salem  Church,  receiving  without  disorder  the  ene- 
my's sudden  fire  while  moving  by  the  flanks.  And 
the  Sixty-flrst  Virginia,  Colonel  Grover,  for  its 
gallant  and  successful  skirmish  with  the  enemy 
during  the  formation  of  our  lines  at  the  Salem 
Church,  desen'es  special  mention ;  while  the  part 
borne  by  the  Sixteenth  Virginia,  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Whitehead  commanding,  and  the  Forty-first 
Virginia,  Colonel  Parham  commanding,  was  every- 
where, though  less  arduous,  well  and  bravely  per- 
formed. In  this  connection  it  is  but  due  tlat  I 
should  record  here  my  high  appreciation  of  the  effi- 
cient and  gallant  conduct  of  tne  staff  officers  with 
me,  Captam  R.  Taylor,  A.  A.  general,  and  First 
Lieutenant  Richard  Walke,  ordnance  officer. 
Among  the  gallant  spirits  who  .were  seriously 
wounded,  Captain  Banks,  company  £,  Twelfth  Vir- 


ginia infiintry,  must  be  mentioned.  He  fell  among 
the  foremost  in  the  skirmish  fight  of  his  regiment 
on  the  turnpike.  May  first,  and  was  at  the  time 
commanding  our  advance  guard.  His  conduct  on 
this  occasion  was  beautifully  heroic.  The  number 
of  prisoners  taken  by  the  brigade  was  large,  but  can- 
not be  accurately  stated,  owing  to  the  hurried  and 
detached  manner  in  which  they  had  to  be  sent  to 
the  rear.  The  casualties  of  the  brigade  in  all 
these  battles  were  as  follows :  — 
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I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

William  Mahoxe, 

Brigadicr-Gcneral. 

REPORT  OF  BRIOADIER-OBKERAL  WILCOX. 

Headquarters  Wilcox's  Brigade,  near  | 
Salbm  Church,  May  lo,  iSfiS.    { 

Mc^'or  Thomas  8,  Mills,  A.  A.  G,  of  Division  : 
SlB :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  borne  by  my  brigade  in  the  re- 
cent engagements  with  the  enemy  in  this  ncinitv, 
commencing  on  the  first  and  ending  on  the  fifth 
instant :  On  the  twenty-ninth  ultimo  orders  were 
received  to  be  ready  to  move  at  a  moments 
notice,  it  being  known  that  Xhe  enemv  were  ad- 
vancing in  heavy  force  from  the  direction  of 
Chancellorsville.  The  following  day  artillery 
was  heard  at  intervals  in  that  vicinity,  and  oii 
the  next,  the  first  instant,  the  brigade  moved 
(under  orders]  up  the  plank  road,  and  came  soon 
within  hearing  of  musketry.  Arriving  at  the  in- 
tersection of  the.plank  road  and  the  old  tumpikj, 
the  command  followed  the  latter ;  and  it  was  not 
long  before  they  came  under  a  distant  artillery 
fire,  our  troops  being  at  the  time  engaged  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy  about  one  mile  oil. 
Having  reported  to  General  McLaws,  command- 
ing on  this  road,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  th'j 
right,  on  the  mine  road ;  and  a  battery  was 
directed  to  be  posted,  with  the  view  of  engagiui: 
one  of  the  enemy's,  then  sweeping,  with  its  li/e, 
the  old  turnpike.  Lewis's  batterj',  attached  u 
my  commandf,  was  soon  in  position.  The  enemy, 
however,  ceasing  to  fire,  the  brigade  was  forrneu 
in  line  on  the  right  of  General  Perry's  brig^di, 
and  this  on  the  right  of  General  Wonord.  Tl.i^ 
brought  my  command  to  occupy,  in  paft,  a  line  of 
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rifle-pits  running  from  Banks's  Ford  to  within  a 
few  hundred  yards  of  the  mine  road.    Half  past 
six,  P.  M.,  orders  were  received  to  advance  to 
the  front,      lliis  forward  movement  was   con- 
tinued, thongh  with  much  difficulty,   owing  to 
the  densely  thick  forest,  till  the  darkness  of  the 
ntcrht  rendered  it  impraeticahle  to  go  farther. 
The  coramwid  was  halted  near  Dewson's  mills,  on 
Mott  Run,  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  Rap- 
pahannock ;   and  having  established  pickets  m 
&ont  and  on  our  flanks,  the  command  bivouacked 
for  the  night.     Two  companies  were  ordered  out 
on  patrol,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether 
or  not  the  enemy  occupied  the  river  road  near 
Bicker's  house,  and  if  not,  to  communicate  with 
our  pickets  left  near  Banks's  Ford.    The  enemy 
were  found  not  to  occupy  the  river  road :  the  com- 
panies returning  captured  three  Federal  soldiers 
making  their  way,  so  they  stated,  to  the  United 
States  Ford.    Ten  P.  M.  orders  were  received  to 
return  to  the  old  turnpike,  and  halt  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  night,  in  rear  and  near  the  ad- 
Tance   troops   on   that   road.      This   point  was 
reached  near  half  past  two  A.  H.,  and  soon  after 
orders  came  to  return  to  Banks's  Ford,  and  to 
hold  it  at  all  hazards  —  it  being  reported  that  the 
enemy  were  in  force  there,  and  threatened  to 
cross;  the  ford  was  reached  at  daylight.    The 
command  had  thus  been  on  the  march  the  entire 
night.    The  second  instant,  the  brigade  remained 
near  Banks's  Ford.     Large  bodies  of  the  enemy's 
infantry  and  artillery  were  seen  moving  up  on  tne 
opposite  side  of  the  river.     Artillery  was  also 
ht-ard  in  the  direction  of  ChancellorsviUe.    Strong 
pickets  were  kept  up  during  the  nifht  near  the 
ford.    Having  visited  my  line  of  pi^ets  on  the 
morning  of  the  third  instant,  I  found  that  the 
enemy  had  reduced   very  much,  apparently,  his 
force.    The  sentinels   on  post  haa  their  haver- 
sacks on  —  a  thing  unusuaL    This  induced  me  to 
believe  that  much  of  the  force  from  Banks's  Ford 
had  been  sent  to  ChancellorsviUe ;  and  having  been 
ordered  the  day  before,  by  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral, to  leave  a  small  force  to  watch  the  ford,  if, 
in  my  judgment,  I  was  satisfied  that  the  enemy 
did  not  intend  to  cross,  and  then  move  up  the 
plank  road.    Reporting  the  fact  to  him,  I  relieved 
my  pickets,  being  convinced,  as  stated,  that  the 
enemy  had  removed  most  of  his   forces   fi*om 
B:;nk$'8  Ford,  and  did  not  intend  crossing  there. 
Leaving  only  about  fifty  men  and  two  pieces  of 
artillery  to  guard  Banks's  Ford,  mv  command  was 
being  formed  to  march  to  ChancellorsviUe,  when 
one  of  my  pickets  (infantry)  came  running  from 
the  canal  in  front  of  Dr.  Taylor's,  to  report  to  me 
that  the  enemy  were  advancing  up  the  road  be- 
tween the  canal  and  the  river.     Hurrying  rapidly 
to  the  canal,  I  saw  the  enemy  advancing  on  the 
direct  road  from  Fredericksburg,  three  regiments 
being  seen,  the  leading  one  not  more  than  one 
thousand  yards  distant.    Gathering  in  my  pickets 
alonff  the  canal  and  at  the  dam  above  Taylor's  — 
in  all  less  than  twenty  men  —  they  were  deployed 
as  skirmishers  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front  of 
I)r.  Taylor's,  and  near  the  canal.    Two  rifle  pieces 
of  Huger's  battery,  already  prepared  to  move  to 


ChancellorsviUe,  were  ordered  into  position  in  the 
battery  across  the  road  form  Taylor's.  WhUe 
these  dispositions  were  being  made,  our  infantr}* 
were  seen  taking  position  m  the  rifle-pits  near 
Stansbury's  house.  Huger's  two  rifle  pieces  being 
now  in  position,  opened  with  a  fire  of  shells  upon 
the  enemy,  who  had  halted  in  the  road  upon  the 
display  of  our  skirmishers.  The  advance  one  of 
these  regiments  moved  down  the  river  in  front  of 
Falmoum,  and  sought  shelter  from  our  artiUery 
fire  in  the  rifle-pits  along  the  river.  The  other 
regiments  remained  in  the  road,  lying  down,  the 
stone  knoUs  on  either  side  of  which  gave  good  pro- 
tection. The  enemy  being  so  easUy  checked  by  the 
display  of  such  a  small  force  on  our  side,  I  was  in- 
duced to  beUeve  that  it  was  only  a  demonstration 
to  keep  us  near  Fredericksburg,  and  prevent  reen- 
forcements  from  going  to  ChanceUorsville.  See- 
ing a  group  of  officers  near  Stansbury's  house,  I 
rode  to  them,  and  met  Generals  Barksdale  and 
Hays.  The  former  informed  me  that  the  enemy 
were  in  considerable  force  in  and  bejow  Freder- 
icksburg. This  was  the  flrst  intimation  I  had  of 
the  fact,  and  expressed  some  anxiety  as  to  his 
right  flank,  and  said  that  he  should  have  reen- 
forcements.  I  now  determined  not  to  move  my 
command  up  the  road  until  I  knew  deflnitely  the 
intention  of  the  eneniy,  and  ordered  them  in  the 
ravine  opposite  Dr.  Taylor's,  where  they  would 
be  near,  and  yet  out  of  si^ht. 

I  now  rode  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Marye  house 
to  see  and  confer  with  General  Barksdale.  WhUe 
near  this  house  I  saw  great  numbers  of  the 
enemy  in  Fredericksburg,  and  a  battery  in  the 
street,  running  near  the  cemetery,  was  firing  oc- 
^casional  shots  at  a  battery  of  ours,  to  the  left  of 
the  plank  road.  I  returned  to  my  command  with- 
out seeing  General  Barksdale,  and,  on  my  return, 
saw  several  regiments  of  the  enemy's  infantry 
moving  out  of  the  upper  edge  of  the  town. 

I  had  been  with  my  command  but  a  few  min- 
utes when  one  of  General  Barksdale's  stafl*  re- 
ported to  me  that  the  General  was  hard  pressed, 
and  wanted  me  to  send  him  a  regiment.  I  in- 
stantly ordered  the  Tenth  Alabama  to  move  in 
the  direction  of  the  Marye  house,  and  rode  rapidly 
in  that  direction  myself,  and  when  in  the  open  field 
and  high  ground  between  Stansbur}''8  and  the 

Slank  road  saw  Hays's  brigade  moving  over  in  the 
irection  of  the  plank  road.  This  I  supposed  to 
be  for  the  supuort  of  General  Barksdale;  but, 
upon  inquiry  irom  one  of  Hays's  regiments, 
learned  that  the  enemy  had  taken  Marye's  hiU 
and  a  portion  of  two  of  Barksdale's  regiments, 
and  that  Hays's  brigade  was  falling  back  to  the 
telegraph  road.  Soon  a  courier  from  General 
BarRsoale  confirmed  this  report,  and  with  a  sug- 
gestion from  General  Barksdale  that  I  also  had 
better  faU  back  to  the  telegraph  road. 

On  the  left  of  the  plank  road  the  ground  -in 
rear  of  Marye's  hill  is  higher,  and  overlooks  and 
commands  well  that  hill.  BeUcvinc  that  my  own 
and  Hays's  brigade  could  form  in  line  extending 
from  rear  Stansbury's  house  along  the  crests  of 
hiUs  towards  the  plank  road,  and  contest  the  field, 
at  least  for  a  time,  successfuUy  with  the  euemvi  I 


I 


296 


BEBELLION  BECORD,   1863-64. 


asked  General  Hays  not  to  cross  the  plank  road, 
but  to  remain  with  me ;  this  he  declmed  doins, 
having  been  ordered  to  fall  back  to  the  telegrapn 
road,  and  was  soon  out  of  sight. 

Thus  far  I  have  given  a  simple  narrative  of  in- 
cidents as  they  occurred.  Finding  myself  alone 
on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  with  the  enemv  in 
full  view  on  the  crests  of  the  first  range  of  hills  in 
rear  of  Fredericksburg,  and  with  three  times  my 
own  force  clearly  seen  and  in  line,  I  felt  it  a 
duty  to  delay  the  enemy  as  much  as  possible  in 
his  advance,  and  to  endeavor  to  checK  him  all 
that  I  could,  should  he  move  forward  on  the 
plank  road.  I  with  this  view  formed  my  brigade 
promptly  in  line  along  the  crests  of  the  hill  run- 
ning near  Stansbury's  house,  at  right  angles  to 
the  plank  road.  Two  rifle  pieces  of  Lewis's  bat- 
tery were  placed  in  position  to  the  rear  of  the  lift 
of  my  line,  and  two  slightly  in  front  of  my  right, 
which  rested  some  five  or  six  hundred  yards  in 
front  of  Guest's  house ;  skirmishers  were  thrown 
forward,  covering  my  entire  front  As  soon  as 
the  four  pieces  of  artillery  were  in  position  they 
opened  fire  upon  the  enemy's  lines,  some  eiffht  or 
nme  hundred  yards  to  the  front.  This  held  the 
enemy  in  check  for  some  time. ,  At  length  they 
deployed  skirmishers  to  the  front,  and  began  to 
advance.  This  was  slow,  and  delayed  by  frequent 
halts — they  seemed  reluctant  to  advance.  The 
enemy  now  brought  a  six-gun  battery  to  the  ftont, 
on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  not  far  from  Marye's 
house,  and  opened  with  a  fire  of  shells  upon  my 
line.  The  enemy's  skirmishers  now  advanced 
and  engaged  ours,  not  nearer,  however,  than 
three  hundred  and  fifty  or  four  hundred  yards, 
their  solid  lines  remaining  some  distance  behind 
the  skirmishers.  The  enemy's  battery  haWng 
fired  for  some  time,  both  the  skirmishers  and 
lines  in  rear  advanced.  They  had  also  moved  by 
a  flank  across  the  plank  road,  and  it  was  reporteu 
to  me  that  they  were  moving  up  on  the  far  side  of 
the  road,  and  were  in  a  line  with  my  right  flank. 
The  artillery  was  now  directed  to  witndraw.  Then 
the  skirmishers  rejoined  their  regiments,  and 
all  moved  to  the  rear  on  the  river  road,  half  a 
mile  in  rear  of  Dr.  Taylqr's,  whefc  they  were 
halted  for  a  few  minutes. 

In  this  affair  with  the  enemy  Lieutenant  Barks- 
dale,  of  Lewis's  battery,  received  a  severe  wound 
in  the  shoulder  from  a  piece  of  shell ;  three  in- 
fantry killed,  and  eighteen  or  twenty  wounded  by 
skirmishers.  From  this  slight  affair  with  the 
enemy  I  felt  confident,  if  forced  to  retire  along 
the  plank  road,  that  I  could  do  so  without  pre- 
cipitancy, and  that  ample  time  could  be  given  for 
reenforcements  to  reacn  ua  from  Chancellorsville ; 
and  moreover,  I  believe  that  should  the  enemy 
pursue,  he  could  be  attacked  in  rear  by  Generd 
Early,  reenforced  by  Generals  Hays  and  Barksdale. 
I  now  directed  Major  Collins,  Virginia  cavalry, 
who  was  with  me,  with  some  forty  or  fifty  men,  to 
move  over  to  the  plank  road,  slightly  in  rear  of 
Downman's,  and  oismounting  a  part  of  his  men 
in  rear  of  a  thicket  of  pine,  to  deploy  them  to  the 
right  and  left  of  the  road  as  skirmishers.  The 
command  then  moved  on  to  the  red  church  (Salem 


C3iurch)  on  the  plank  road.  The  enemy  followed 
up  the  plank  road,  and  halted  when  the  skir- 
mishers  of  Major  Collins  were  seen  by  them. 
Having  examined  the  ground  near  the  toll-gate, 
I  determined  to  make  a  short  stand  there.  My 
brigade  was  then  moved  back  in  line  from  Salem 
Church,  and  halted  in  rear  of  the  gate  ;  two 
rifle  pieces  were  placed  in  the  roaa,  and  we 
waited  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  The)r  were 
soon  heard  to  nre  on  Mcgor  Collins's  skirmishers, 
who  retired  after  a  short  skirmish,  and  at  length 
appeared  in  lines,  preceded  by  skinnishers.  Ma- 
jor Collins's  men  now  retired  to  the  rear,  and 
skirmishers  were  deployed  from  two  regiments 
to  their  front.  Our  artillery  opened  fire  upon 
the  enemy's  advancing  lines  $  this  caused  a  halt, 
and  a  slight  fire  ensued  between  the  skizniishers. 
The  enemy  now  brought  up  artillery,  and  began 
a  brisk  shelling  of  our  lines.  At  this  time  Ma- 
jor Goffgin,  A.  A.  general  to  General  McLaws, 
reported  to  me  that  General  McLaws  had  sent 
three  brigades  to  my  support,  and  that  thej 
would  soon  arrive.  These  brigades  were  di- 
rected to  be  halted  in  rear  of  the  church,  and 
out  of  view  of  the  enemy.  In  this  affair  with  the 
enemy,  Lieutenant  Cobb,  of  Lewis's  battery,  re- 
ceivea  a  severe  wound  in  the  arm,  rendering  it 
impossible  to  command  his  pieces  longer :  they 
were  then  ordered  to  the  rear :  three  of  the  in- 
fantry were  killed  and  fifteen  wounded.  My 
command  was  now  ordered  back  to  the  church. 
The  conduct  of  my  men  during  all  this  time  was 
such  as  I  knew  it  would  be,  leaving  nothing  to  be 
desired,  and  I  felt  the  utmost  confidence  in  my 
ability  to  make  a  successful  stand  at  the  church 
with  the  three  supporting  brigades.  At  Salem 
Church  line  of  battle  was  formed,  crossing  the  road 
at  right  angles ;  two  regiments  of  my  brigade,  the 
Eleventh  and  Fourteenth  Alabama,  were  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  the  latter  on  the  left  of  the  two ; 
the  Tenth  Alabama  on  the  right  next  to  the  road, 
and  the  Eighth  Alabama  on  the  right  of  the 
Tenth.  There  was  an  interval  of  seventy-five 
or  eighty  yards  between  the  left  of  the  Tentn  and 
the  right  of  the  Eleventh.  In  this  interval  on 
the  road  four  pieces  of  artillery  were  in  battery ; 
the  Nin&  Alabama  was  in  rear  of  the  Tenth,  one 
company  of  the  Ninth  being  stationed  in  the 
school-house  to  the  right  of  the  church,  and  in 
front  some  sixty  yards.  A  second  company  of 
this  regiment  was  placed  in  the  church,  with 
orders  to  fire  from  the  windows  of  the  lower  floor, 
and  from  the  windows  of  the  gallery.  (This 
church  being  occupied  with  furniture  of  refugees 
from  Fredericksburg.^  Such  was  the  formation 
of  my  brigade  for  battle.  I  am  thus  particular  in 
giving  details  for  the  reason  that  tne  principal 
attack  was  made  at  the  church  and  its  immediate 
vicinity.  Kershaw's  brigade  was  on  the  richt  of 
iny  brigade,  Semmes  and  Mahone  on  the  left — 
Mahone  to  the  left  of  Semmes.  The  brigades  had 
not  been  in  position  long  before  the  enemy  were 
seen  advancing  up  the  piank  road  in  line  of  bat- 
tle ;  their  lines  crossed  the  road  at  right  angles ; 
a  field  battery  accompanied  their  advance.  This 
was  halted  at  the  gate,  about  one  thousand  yards 
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distant,  and  soon  opened  with  a  brisk  fire  of 
shells  upon  our  battery  near  the  church ;  the  two 
batteries  fired  some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes, 
vhen  ours  was  withdrawn,  for  the  want  of  am- 
munitioiu  The  enemy  then  threw  shells  to  the 
right  and  left  of  the  church,  through  the  woods, 
eodeaToring  to  reach  our  infantry.  These  latter 
were  well  protected  while  Iving  down,  and  no  cas- 
ualties occurred  ieom  explosion*  of  shells.  The 
enemy's  artillery  ceased  to  fire  near  &ve  o'clock 
P.  M.  Their  skinoiahers  then  advanced,  and  a 
spirited  fire  ensued  between  the  skirmishers  for 
some  fifteen  or  twenty  miimtes.  Ours  then  re» 
tired,  firing  as  thev  fell  back ;  the  enemy's  ridr- 
mishers  pursued,  K)llowed  by  their  solid  lines  of 
infantry,  and  still  a  third  line  in  rear,  on  either 
side  of  tlie  road.  As  they  advanced  from  the  toll- 
gate,  were  open  fields,  and  the  ground  slightly 
ascending ;  tnese  fields  continued  to  within  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  church,  and 
then  woods,  thick,  but  of  small  growth.  When 
the  front  line  of  the  enemy  reached  this  wood  they 
made  a  slight  halt,  then  giving  three  cheers,  they 
came  with  a  rush,  driving  our  skirmishers  rap- 
idly before  them.  Our  men  held  their  fire  tUl 
their  men  caoae  within  less  than  eighty  yards,  and 
then  delivered  a  close  and  terrible  fire  upon  them, 
•killing  and  wounding  many,  and  causing  many  of 
them  to  waver  and  give  way.  The  enemy  still 
press  on,  surround  the  school-bouse,  and  capture 
the  entire  company  of  the  Ninth  Alabama  sta- 
tioned in  it,  and  pressing  hard  upon  the  regiment 
in  rear  of  the  school-houae,  throws  it  into  confti- 
sion  and  disorder,  and  forces  it  to  yield  ground. 
The  Ninth  Alabama  regiment  in  rear  of  this  regi- 
ment spring  forward  as  one  man,  and«  with  the 
rapidity  of  hghtnin^,  restores  the  continuity  of  our 
line,  breaking  the  hues  of  the  enemv  bv  its  deadly 
fire,  and  forcing  him  to  give  way,  ana  foUowing  him 
10  that  he  could  not  rally,  retake  the  school-house, 
free  the  captured  company,  and  in  turn  take  their 
captors ;  the  entire  line  of  the  enemy  on  the  right 
of  the  rood  is  repulsed,  and  our  men  follow  in  rapid 
pursuit  The  regiment  that  had  given  way  to  the 
fint  onset  of  the  enemy  now  returned  to  the  attack 
and  joined  in  the  pursuit  The  enemy  did  not  as- 
sail with  the  same  spirit  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
were  more  easily  repulsed,  and  now  are  followed 
on  either  side  of  the  road,  which  is  crowded  with 
a  confused  mass  of  the  discomfited  enem^.  With 
a  good  battery  to  play  upon  this  retreatmg  mass 
the  carnage  would  have  been  terrific.  There  was 
00  rallying  or  re-forming  of  this  line.  Another 
line  came  up  the  plank  road  at  a  double  quick, 
uid  filing  to  the  right  and  left,  formed  Une  in 
front  of  my  brigade.  This  line  was  scarcely  formed 
before  they  were  broken  by  the  fire  of  my  men, 
and  fled  to  the  rear.  The  pursuit  continued  as  far 
as  the  toll-gate.  Semmes'a  brigade  and  my  own 
were  the  only  troops  that  followed  the  retreating 
coemy.  lu  rear  of  the  gate  were  heavy  reserves 
of  the  enemy.  Our  man  were  now  baited  and  re- 
formed, it  being  quite  dark,  and  retired,  not  pur- 
sued by  the  enemy,  leaving  pickets  far  to  the 
front  in  the  open  field. 
The  vigor  of  the  enemy's  attack  at  the  church 


was  doubtless  due  to  the  fact  that  they  believed 
there  was  only  one  brigade  to  resist  them,  and 
that  they  anticipated  an  easy  affair  of  it ;  while 
the  number  of  aead  and  wounded  left  on  the  field 
attests  the  obstinacy  of  the  resistance  of  our' men 
—  two  hundred  of  the  former  and  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  the  latter ;  and  largely  over 
two  hundred  prisoners  not  wounded,  and  one 
Federal  flag  captured.  Thus  ended  this  spirited 
conflict  at  Salem  Church  —  a  bloody  repulse  to 
the  enemy,  rendering  entirely  useless  to  him  his 
little  success  of  the  morning  at  Fredericksburg. 
The  rear  of  our  army  at  ChanceUorsviUe  was  now 
secure  and  free  from  danger,  and  the  Sixth  army 
corps  of  the  enemy  and  a  part  of  the  Second 
were  now  content  to  remiun  on  the  defensive. ' 

I  beg  to  assure  the  Major-General  command- 
b]g  that  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  of 
the  brigade  was  in  the  hiffhest  degree  creditable. 
They  were  furiously  attacRed  by  superior  forces, 
and  not  only  stood  their  grouna  but  repulsed  the 
enemy  with  great  loss,  pursued  him,  and,  en- 
countering a  second  line  in  their  pursuit,  they 
scattered  and  dispersed  this  body  also;  night 
and  want  of  ammunition  prevented  a  further  pur- 
suit This  success,  so  bnlliant  for  our  men,  was 
deariy  earned  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  lives  of 
seventy-five  of  the  noble  sons  of  Alabama,  and 
the  wounding  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-two, 
and  forty-eight  missing,  an  aggregate  of  four  hun- 
dred and  nmety-five;  of  the  missing,  the  most 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  wonnded  in  the 
early  part  of  the  day  near  Stansbury's,  and  after- 
wards at  the  toll-gate.  Six  officers  were  killed 
and  twenty-three  wounded.  The  killed  were  Cap- 
tain B.  A.  McCrary,  Eighth  Alabama,  a  valuable 
officer,  much  lamented  by  his  regiment ;  Captain 
W.  C.  Murphy,  Ninth  Alabama,  highly  distin- 
guished at  trie  battle  of  Williamsburg,  where  he 
received  two  severe  wounds.  He  fell  at  Salem 
Church  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and  in  ad- 
vance of  his  men.  Lieutenant  Harper,  Tenth 
Alabama;  Lieutenant  Strudwick,  Eleventh  Ala- 
bama; Lieutenants  Bankston  and  Cox,  Four- 
teenth Alabama,  all  fell  fighting  with  the  heroism 
of  veteran  soldiers,  against  greatly  superior  forces 
of  the  enemy.  Among  the  severely  wounded  are 
Colonel  Royston,  Eighth  Alabama;  Colonel 
Pinkard,  Fourteenth  Alabama;  Major  McCord, 
Fourteenth  Alabama ;  Captain  Cook,  Tenth  Ala- 
bama ;  Lieutenants  liarksdale  and  Cobb,  Lewis's 
battery ;  all  alike  distinguished  for  their  intelli- 
gence and  valor. 

I  cannot  call  to  your  notice  all  officers  that  are 
deaerving  of  especial  praise,  for  the  conduct  of 
all  was  excellent ;  I  will,  however,  report  that  the 
five  regimental  commanders,  Colonel  Royston, 
Eighth  Alabama,  and  after  his  severe  wound, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Herbert,  who  commanded  the 
Eighth  Alabama;  Cc^onel  Pinkard,  Fourteeth 
Alabama;  Colonel  Forney,  Tenth  Alabama; 
Colonel  ganders,  Eleventh  Abbama ;  Major  Wil- 
liams, Ninth  Alabama,  were  intelligent,  energetic, 
and  gallant  in  commanding,  directing,  and  lead- 
ing their  men.  The  bri^de  slept  on  the  field  at 
Salem  Church  on  the  mght  of  toe  third  instant. 
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Oil  the  morning  of  the  fourth  the  enemy  were 
Been  in  our  front,  and  fired  occasional  shots  dur- 
ing the  day  from  a  battery  some  one  thousand 
two  hundred  yards  distant  Three  additional 
brigades  arrived  on  the  fourth,  and,  late  in  the 
afternoon,  a  geneial  advance  was  made  against 
the  enemy  —  Early  on  the  right,  Anderson  m  the 
centre,  and  McLaws  holding  his  position  on  the 
left.  The  enemy  gave  way  rapidly,  and  waa  soon 
driven  across  the  river,  having  been  on  this  aide 
little  over  twenty-four  hours.  I  followed  the 
enemy  in  the  direction  of  Banks's  Ford,  with  two 
re^ments,  Eighth  and  Ninth  Alabama,  of  m^ 
brigade,  supported  by  Kershaw's  brigade;  thia 
advance  being  made  about  half  past  nine  p.  M. 
Above  and  near  Banks's  Ford  thirteen  officers 
and  one  hundred  and  fiftv  men  were  taken  pris- 
oners. Among  the  officers,  one  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  one  Miyor,  and  two  Captains.  No  loss 
on  our  side  in  this  affair.  Captains  King  and 
May,  Ninth  Alabama,  were  aistinguished  for 
their  activity  and  gallantry,  having  captured  these 
prisoners  with  their  two  companies.  Manly's 
battery  rendered  valuable  services  in  shelling  the 
retreating  enemy  near  Banks's  Ford ;  twenty  of 
the  enemy  were  wounded  by  this  shelling  and 
fell  into  our  hands  the  next  day,  and  many  were 
killed. 

The  morning  of  the  fifth  instant  the  brigade 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Chancellorsville,  in 
common  with  the  other  brigades  of  the  division, 
and  bivouacked  during  the  night  to  the  left  and 
near  Chancellorsville.  Next  morning  moved  out 
to  take  our  position  in  line  of  batUe,  but  soon 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  retired  and  re- 
crossed  the  Rappahannock;  the  brigade  then 
returned  to  its  former  camp  near  Banks's  Ford. 
Whilst  my  entire  command  acquitted  themselves 
handsomely  in  their  engagement  of  the  third  in- 
stant with  the  enemy,  I  cannot  close  this  report 
without  calling  to  your  especial  notice  the  con- 
duct of  one  entire  regiment  of  the  brigade,  the 
Ninth  Alabama.  This  regiment,  the  weakest  in 
numbers,  occupied  a  position  in  rear  of  the 
strongest  regiment  of  Uie  brigade;  this  strong 
regiment,  hotly  pressed  by  the  enemy  in  heavy 
force,  was  thrown  into  confusion  and  gave  way, 
the -Ninth  Alabama  sprang  forward  instantly  into 
the  vacant  space  left  in  our  line,  and  boldly  con- 
fronting the  enemy,  and  by  a  close  and  deadly  fire 
of  musketry,  broke  his  line  and  drove  him  back. 

To  my  staff*,  Captain  "W,  E.  Winn,  A.  A.  sen- 
eral,  and  Lieutenant  M.  M.  Lindsay,  aifde- 
camp,  I  am  under  obligations  for  services  cheer- 
fully rendered  during  our  recent  operations. 
Captain  Winn  was  conspicuous  for  his  gallantry 
at  Salem  Church  in  assisting  to  rally  and  re-form 
promptly  one  of  my  regiments  tnat  had  been 
thrown  into  disorder  and  confusion,  and  while 
thus  engaged  his  horse  was  shot.  To  Miyor 
Ooggin,  A.  A.  general  to  General  McLaws,  I 
am  also  indebted  for  his  gallant  and  valuable  ser- 
vices rendered  at  the  same  time  and  on  the  same 
occasion.  ^  '"  '-  -  ♦o  commend  to  your  favor- 
able nr  uriers,  private  Ridgeway, 
f  the  i>  and  private  Brundidge, 


of  the  Ninth  Alabama :  the  former  had  his  horae 
killed  at  Salem  ChurcL 

I  am>  Sir,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servaut, 

C.  W.  Wilcox, 

Brlgadier-Gcneni],  commMiding,  &c, 

BEFOBT  OF  BRIGADIBB-6SX£SAL  HETH. 
Hbadquabucrs^A.  P.  Hill's  Liort  DtYTsioir,  i 

To  Mt^or^Genend  J.  E.  B.  Stiuui: 

GsNKa4L :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  operationa  of  the  several  com- 
mands under  my  orders,  at  diffiBrent  tiiaea,  in  the 
interval  between  leaving  the  vicinity  of  Hamil- 
ton's Crossing  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  May, 
until  the  termination  of  the  operations  at  Ch&noel- 
lorsviUe  on  the  third  of  May,  1863 : 

My  brigade  moved  from  Hamilton's  Crossing 
on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  May,  on  the  plank 
road  leading  to  Chancellorsville.  When  within 
three  miles  of  ChancellorayiUe  I  received  an  or- 
der from  Major-General  Hill  to  report  in  person 
to  him.  On  doing  so  I  was  ordered  to  take 
the  brigades  of  McOowan*  Lane,  and  my  own, 
and  advance  by  a  cross-road  leading  from  the 
plank  road  to  the  old  pike,  a  distance  of  one  and 
a  half  miles ;  on  reaching  the  old  pike,  to  feel  my 
way  and  advance  in  the  direction  of  Chancellors- 
ville. When  I  reached  the  old  pike  I  found  Gen- 
eral McLaws,  with  a  portion  of  his  command, 
some  half  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  where  I  struck  the 

{>ike.  On  advancing,  my  skirmishers  became  hot- 
y  engaged ;  and  as  it  had  become  quite  dark,  a 
farther  advance  was  not  made  that  night.  Early 
in  the  morning  I  was  ordered  to  open  with  a  bat* 
terVf  under  the  immediate  chaige  of  Major  Pe- 
gram«  upon  the  enemy's  position,  and  continue  the 
firing  for  about  half  an  hour.  Our  fire  was  re-, 
turned  by  the  enemy.  Being  informed  by  Major 
Pcgram  that  his  shot  were  doing  the  enemy  no 
damage,  I  direeted  him  to  cease  firing.  Soon 
after  I  received  orders  to  move  wiUi  my  omnmand, 
crossing  the  plank  road,  and  following  the  rest  of 
the  division.  General  Hill,  soon  after  passing  the 
old  furnace,  directed  me  to  resume  command  of  my 
brigade.  On  reaching  a  position  in  rear  of  Chan- 
cellorsville, I  was  orderea  to  ibrm  line  of  battle 
on  General  Colston's  left.  General  Colston  ad- 
vanced his  line  before  the  formation  was  completed, 
and  rendered  a  comuliance  with  the  order  impossi- 
ble. I  then  reoeivea  orders  to  form  on  General 
Pender's  left.  This  was  done.  I  also  received  orders 
to  go  to  the  support  of  any  general  officer  request- 
ing aid.  After  advancing  in  line  of  battle  about 
one  and  a  half  miles  on  tke  left  of  and  pandlel  to 
the  plank  road,  I  received  a  message  from  Briga- 
dier»General  J.  H.  Jones  requesting  support    I 

Sit  my  brigade  in  motion  and  advanoedt  passing 
eliie  Chancellor's  house,  and  entered  the  thick 
oak  woods  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road.  On  en- 
tering these  woods  the  enemy  opened  upon  my 
command  a  heavy  fire  of  artiUery,  doing  us  some 
damage.  It  was  now  becoming  quite  dark.  The 
undergrowth  was  so  thick  and  entangled  that  it 
was  impossible  to  advance,  in  any  order.  I  ordered 
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the  brigade  to  re-form  on  the  plank  road,  which 
had  aearcely  been  done  when  orders  were  received 
from  General  Hill  to  move  down  the  road  by  the 
flank.  On  reachins  the  position  in  the  road  oc^ 
cupied  by  General  HiU,  oe  directed  me  to  deploy 
two  regiments,  one  on  the  right,  the  other  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  to  check  the  enemy,  who  were  then 
advancing.    These  movements  had  not  been  com- 

?leted  before  the  enemy  opened  heavily  upon  the 
^ifty-fifth  Virginia  regiment  It  was  here  that 
gallant  and  promising  officer,  Colonel  F.  Mallory, 
was  killed.  Soon  after,  General  Hill  informed 
me  that  he  was  wounded,  and  directed  me  to  take 
command  of  the  division.  General  Lane's  brigade, 
at  this  time,  was  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of 
the  road,  occupying  the  breastworks  from  which 
the  enemy  had  be^  driven.  I  directed  General 
Pender  to  form  his  brigade  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  occupying  the  deserted  breant- 
works  of  the  enemy.  Before  the  remaining  bri- 
gades could  be  placed  in  line  of  battle,  the  enemy, 
under  Sickles,  advanced  and  attacked  General 
Lane's  right.  He  was  handsomely  repulsed  bv 
the  Eighteenth,  Twenty-eighth,  and  a  portion  of 
the  Thirty-third  North  Carolina  regiments.  This 
attack  was  made  by  the  enemy  under  cover  of 
heavy  shelling.  Ihese  regiments  behaved  with 
commendable  courage  and  zeal  in  repelling  at 
least  five  times  their  numbers.  McGowan's 
brigade  was  now  ordered  on  Lane's  right,  and 
soon  after,  Archer's  brigade  on  Mc€h>wan's  right. 
Thomas's  brigade,  posted  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
and  on  Pender's  len.  Hetb's  brigade  was  held  as 
a  reserve.  In  this  position  the  dirision  remained 
until  just  after  daybreak,  when  Heth's  brigade  was 
ordered  up.  Two  regiments  —  the  Fortieth  and 
Forty>seventh  Virginia — were  placed  on  the  right 
of  the  road,  supporting  Lanes  left;  the  Fiftv- 
fifth  and  Twenty-second  Virginia  battaKon  on  the 
left,  to  support  Pender's  nght  Major-General 
Stuart  now  ordered  me  to  prepare  to  advance.  I 
ordered  Generals  McGowan  and  Archer  to  move 
forward,  as  the  line  formed  bv  their  brigades  was 
not  perpendicular  to  the  plank  road,  but  inclined 
to  the  right  and  rear.  .Aj'cher's  brigade  only  ad- 
vanced a  short  distance,  before  it  became  hotly 
engaged,  the  enemy  being  strongly  posted  behind 
breastworks,  making  an  angle  with  the  plank  road. 
I  now  i^ve  the  order  for  a  general  advance.  The 
light  division  (A.  P.  Hill's)  forming  the  front  line, 
opened  the  battle  of  ChanoellorBville.  Generals 
Pender  and  Thomas,  on  the  left,  found  the  enemy 
posted  behind  a  breastwork  of  logs  and  brush,  im- 
mediately in  their  front,  at  a  distance  of  about 
one  hundred  and  fift^  vards.  The  breaatwmrks 
were  charged  and  earned,  the  men  never  hesitat- 
ing for  a  moment,  driving  the  enemy  before  them, 
and  pursuing  him  until  a  second  line  was  reached, 
whtcn  was  in  like  manner  broken.  A  third  line 
of  the  enemy  was  now  encountered.  After  a  des^ 
perate  and  prolonged  fight  without  supports,  or  a 
piece  of  artillery  to  aidf  them,  but  on  thnr  part 
subjected  to  heavy  artillery  fire  of  from  ten  to 
twelve  pieces,  these  gallant  brigades  fell  back,  in 
order,  to  the  breaatworks,  from  which  the  enemy 
had  been  driven,  and  which  they  held  until  reen- 
foreementa  were  brought  up,  when  again  the  at- 


tack was  renewed,  and  the  enemy  driven  from  this 
part  of  the  field  of  battle.  Lane's  brigade,  sup- 
ported by  the  Fortieth  and  Forty-seven di  Virginia 
regiments,  (Heth's  brigade,^  and  McGuwan'a  bri- 
gade advanced  and  charged  the  enemy  behind  his 
breastworks,  who  was  supported  by  twenty-nine 
pieces  of  artillery.  I  cannot  conceive  of  any  body 
of  men  ever  being  subjected  to  a  more  galling 
fire  than  this  force.  The  brigades  of  Lane,  Mc- 
Gowan, and  a  portion  of  Heth's,  (Colonel  Brock- 
enbrough  commanding,)  notwithstanding,  drove 
the  enemy  from  his  works  and  held  them  for  some 
time,  but  were  finally  compelled  to  fall  back,  which 
was  unavoidable,  from  the  course  that  affairs  had  ' 
assumed  on  the  right  of  the  line.  As  soon  as 
Archer's  brigade  commenced  to  move,  it  became 
hotly  enga^^d.  General  Archer  was  compelled 
to  conformhis  line  of  battle  to  that  of  the  enemy, 
which,  as  I  before  remarked,  in  his  front,  was  not 
perpendicular,  but  formed  a  considerable  angle 
witn  the  plank  road.  McGowan's  light  thus  be- 
came separated  from  Archer's  left,  and  the  inter- 
val increased  as  the  enemy  were  driven  before 
them,  until  McGowan  and  Lane  found  that  their 
right  fianks  were  seriously  threatened.  It  was 
not  until  this  occurred  that  these  two  brigades 
fell  back  to  the  line  of  works  from  which  they 
first  commenced  to  advance.  Many  valuable  ofii- 
cers  and  men  were  lost  in  the  charge,  and  especial- 
ly when  falling  back.  It  was  here  that  General 
McGowan  was  wounded,  the  command  of  his  bri- 
gade devolving  on  Colonel  Edwards,  who  was, 
immediately  after  assuming  command,  seriously 
wounded.  The  command  of  McGowan's  brigade 
next  devolved  on  Colonel  Hamilton,  First  South 
Carolina  regiment,  who  commanded  the  brigade 
during  the  remainder  of  the  action.  General 
Archer  advanced  with  his  brigade,  conforming  his 
line  of  battle  to  that  of  the  enemy.  He  charged 
the  works  in  his  front,  and  without  the  least  halt 
or  hesitation,  carried  them,  driving  the  enemy  be- 
fore him,  who  outnumbered  him  five  to  one.  Gen- 
eral Archer  succeeded  in  capturing  a  batteiT  of 
four  guns.  By  his  gallant  attack  he  secured  the 
key  to  the  enemy's  position,  clearing  a  hill  and 
open  space  in  his  front,  and  thus  gaining  for  our 
artillery  a  position,  from  which  they  were  enabled 
to  silence  the  twenty'-nine  gun  battery  of  the  en- 
emy, which  had  inflicted  so  much  loss  upon  our 
lines.  From  this  position  our  artillery  had  also  u 
raking  fire  on  the  enemy's  works  on  our  right. 
General  Archer,  after  carrying  the  hill  referred  to, 
advanced  beyond  the  open  space  and  attacked  the 
enemy  on  his  right.  He  was  joined  by  Major- 
General  Anderson.  About  this  time  the  er.cmy 
threatened  to  turn  Thomas's  and  Pender's  left. 
Reenforeements  were  ordered  to  them,  among 
which,  McGowan's  brigade  (Colonel  Hamilton 
commanding)  formed  a  part  As  soon  as  reen- 
foreements reaehed  Pender  and  Thomas  a  general 
advenee  took  place,  and,  aided  by  our  artillery, 
which  had  not  oeen  able  to  assist  us  in  any  pre- 
vious attack,  the  works  of  the  enemy  were  cleared, 
and  retreating  rapidly,  he  fell  back  in  the  direc- 
tion of  United  States  Ford.  Thus  ended  the  bat- 
tle of  (^ancellorsvilie. 
Where  all  behaved  bo  well,  it  would  appear  like 
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unjust  discrimination  in  mentiouing  in^viduals. 
Generals  Pender,  Archer,  and  Thomas  deserve, 
for  their  successful  attacks,  to  be  specially  men- 
tioned, and  under  the  murderous  fire  of  artillery 
to  which  they  were  particularly  exposed,  no  offi- 
cers or  men  could  have  done  better  than  Oenereds 
Lane  and  McQowan  and  Colonel  Brockenhrough. 
The  light  division,  (A.  P.  Hill's,)  although  unfor- 
tunately deprived  of  the  presence  of  their  gallant 
commander,  showed  on  this  day  that  the  spirit 
with  which  he  had  inspired  them  by  success,  on  so 
many  battle-fields,  was  still  present ;  and  each  and 
all  did  their  duty.  A  list  or  killed  and  wounded 
*   has  been  furnished. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  adding,  that 
my  personal  staff,  Captains  Finney  and  Harrison, 
Lieutenants  Selden  and  Heth,  and  acting  engineer 
officer,  W.  O.  Slade,  deserve  my  thanks  for  their 
gallantry  and  coolness  on  all  occasions  during 
the  battle. 

For  acts  of  fndividual  ffallantry,  I  respectfully 
refer  you  to  the  reports  of  brigade  and  regimen- 
tal commanders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  b«»  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Heth, 

Brlflpidier-Geiienl. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-OBNSRAL  ROD£3. 


i 


Hbadquabtebs  D.  H.  Hill's  Division, 

Mar  25, 1863. 

Major  A.  8,  Pendleton  .* 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  sub- 
joined report  of  the  part  taken  in  the  engagement 
at  Chancellorsville,  and  the  movements  that  pre- 
ceded it,  by  the  division  of  Major-Qeneral  D.  H. 
Hill,  then  under  my  command,  composed  of  the 
brigades  of  Doles,  CJolquitt,  Iverson,  Kamseur,  and 
Hodea. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  April 
twenty-ninth,  it  being  annotmced  that  the  Federal 
army  had  crossed  the  Rappahannock  River,  I 
marched  from  Grace  Church  to  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing, and  was  placed  in  position  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the  army,  extending  —  perpendicular  to 
the  railroad  —  to  Massaponax  Creek.  A  portion 
of  Ramseur's  brigade  beins  at  the  time  on  picket 
on  the  river,  he  was  ordered,  with  the  whole  of  his 
brigade,  to  occupy  the  south  side  of  the  creek, 
guarding  the  ford  near  its  mouth.  My  line  was 
strongly  and  rapidly  fortified  by  the  troops,  and 
held,  until  the  morning  of  the  first  May,  with- 
out molestation,  except  from  the  artillery  fire  of 
the  enemy. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  Colonel  J.  Thompson 
Brown  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas  H.  Carter, 
of  the  artiller}',  for  their  energy  and  judgment  in 
assisting  to  render  this  line  impregnable  to  assault. 
Ramsenr's  line  was  partially  exposed  to  an  enfi- 
lading fire  frmn  the  heights  across  the  river,  but 
such  was  the  accuracy  of  the  fire  of  the  Whitworth 
battery,  Lieutenant  Hurt  commanding,  stationed 
with  General  Ramseur,  that  their  batteries  were 
scattered,  and  their  attempts  in  this  direction  ren- 
dered unavailing. 

At  dawn,  on  May  first,  my  troops  were  again 


in  motion^  advancing  from  Hamilton's  Crossing, 
by  the  miiitary  road,  to  its  junction  with  the  Fred- 
ericksburg and  Orange  dourt-House  plank  road, 
and  thence  up  the  plank  road,  for  about  two  miles. 
At  this  point  I  became  aware  of  a  serious  engage- 
ment on  my  right,  between  a  portion  of  the  troops 
of  Major-General  Anderson,  then  advancing  by 
the  old  turnpike,  and  Sikes's  division  of  r^ulars. 
Federal  army.  Being  in  advance  of  the  corps,  I 
continued  to  move  forward  for  about  half  a  mile, 
keeping  out  skirmishers  towards  the  enemy  to 
prevent  annoyance.  The  firing  becoming  very 
heavy  and  close,  the  column  was  halted  by  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  and  General  Ramseur's  brigade  de- 
tached, by  his  order,  to  support  that  portion  of 
Anderson's  division,  which  was  in  front  of  my  di- 
vision. This  brigade  became  sharply  engaged 
under  Anderson,  behaving  with  great  coolness  and 
gallantry,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  Generals 
Hill  and  Anderson.  Brigadier-General  Ramseur 
handled  his  own  skirmishers,  and  with  great  skill 
and  gallantry.  The  rest  of  the  division  moved  bv 
the  nght  flank  to  the  top  of  the  ridge  near  the  road, 
and  after  being  eatabhshed  in  line  of  battle,  was 
directed  by  Lieutenant-Oeneral  Jackson  to  shelter 
itself  and  await  orders.  Subseqnentiy  it  was  moved 
forward  into  the  woods,  but,  though  the  skirmish- 
ers became  engaged,  capturing  several  prisoners, 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy  had  retired  before  I 
was  permitted  to  advance.  '  Remaining  in  lin&  of 
battie  until  about  sunset,  the  division  then  resumed 
its  march  up  the  plank  road,  and  bivouacked  that 
night  near  Aldrich's  tavern,  about  one  mile  and  a 
quarter  from  Chancellors^le. 

At  an  earlv  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  second, 
Iverson's  brigade  was  ordered  to  relieve  Ram- 
seur's, still  on  duty  with  Anderson,  in  fronL  Iver- 
son subsequently  overtook  the  division  on  the 
march.  About  eight  o'clock  the  route  was  re- 
sumed, this  division  still  in  advance.  Turning 
short  to  the  left,  about  one  half  mile  beyond  Al- 
drich's,  we  followed  the  mine  road,  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  on  the  right  and  in  rear  of  Hooker's 
army.  On  arriving  at  the  old  Aim  ace  on  this 
road,  the  Twenty-third  Georgia  regiment.  Colonel 
Best,  was  detached  by  General  Jackson's  order, 
to  guard  a  road  from  the  direction  of  Chancellors- 
ville, by  which  the  enemy  might  threaten  the  main 
column.  This  regiment,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Colonel  and  a  few  men,  was  subsequently  captured 
by  the  enemy,  who  made  a  vigorous  assault  upon 
the  ordnance  train  and  artillery  then  passing,  out 
were  gallanUy  repulsed  by  Colonel  J.  Thompson 
Brown,  commanding  battalion  artillerv.  Colonel 
Best's  report  of  the  manner  in  which  his  regiment 
discharged  its  important  duty,  and  its  fate,  is  en- 
closed. A  court  of  inquiry  on  the  subject  waa 
prevented  by  die  removal  of  Colquitt's  brigade,  to 
which  it  was  attached,  from  this  department  to 
that  of  North  Carolina. 

On  reaching  the  plank  road  again,  about  two 
miles  north-west  of  Chancellorsville,  our  cavalry 
was  found  skirmishing  with  that  of  the  enemy, 
and  a  delay  was  caused  bv  an  endeavor  on  our 

Sart  to  entrap  them.  At  tois  point,  it  having  been 
etermined  to  make  a  itill  frurtfaer  detour  towarda 
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the  enemy's  rear,  the  column  was  moved  across 
to  the  old  turnpike  road,  and  was  formed  in  line 
of  battle  about  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  two  and  a  half 
miles  from  Chancellorsvillc.  The  line  was  formed 
perpendicular  to  the  road,  by  which  it  was  equally 
divided.  Iverson's  brigade  on  the  left,  Colquitt^ 
on  the  right,  Rodes  on  the  left  centre,  Doles  on 
the  right  centre ;  the  right  of  Bodes  and  left  of 
Doles  resting  on  the  road.  Ramseur's  brigade 
was  placed  in  the  rear  of  Colqnitt  as  a  support, 
and  to  guard  the  flank.  By  five  o'clock,  Trimble's 
division,  under  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Colston,  had  formed  about  one  hundred  yards  in 
rear  of  my  command,  and  in  continuation  of  Ram- 
seur's line.  A.  P.  Hill's  division  formed  tlie  third 
line  in  rear  of  Colston.  Each  brigade  commander 
received  positive  instructions,  which  were  well  un- 
derstood. The  whole  line  was  to  push  ahead  from 
the  beginning,  keeping  the  road  for  its  guide.  The 
position  at  Talley's  house  was  to  be  carried  at  all 
hazards,  as,  from  the  best  information  that  could 
be  obtained,  it  commanded  the  second  position  of 
the  enemy  at  Melzie  Chancellor's  house.  After 
taking  the  heights  at  Talley's,  if  the  enemy  showed 
a  determined  front  on  the  next  ridge,  my  men 
were  to  be  sheltered  until  our  artillery  could  come 
up  and  dislodge  them  —  under  no  other  circum- 
stances was  there  to  be  any  pause  in  the  advance. 
As  there  was  possibility  of  pressure  on  my  right 
flank,  Ramseur  was  directed  to  watch  that  flank 
carefully,  thus  leaving  Colquitt  free  to  push  ahead, 
without  fear  from  that  quarter.  For  similar  rea- 
sons, the  left  regiment  of  Iverson  was  placed  per- 
pendicular to  line  of  battle,  with  orders  to  follow 
the  advance  by  the  flank.  At  flve  and  a  quarter 
p.  M.,  the  word  was  given  to  move  forward,  the 
line  of  sharpshooters  being  about  four  hundred 
yards  in  advance.  In  consequence  of  the  dense 
mass  of  undergrowth,  and  orders  not  having  been 
promptly  given  to  the  skirmishers  of  Rodes's  bri- 

gade,  some  litde  delay  was  caused  when  the  main 
ne  reached  the  skirmishers'  line.  This  latter  was 
put  in  motion  again  by  my  order,  and,  soon  after, 
the  Alabama  brigade  encountered  the  fire  of  the 
enemy.  At  once  the  line  of  battle  rushed  forward 
with  a  yell,  and  Doles  at  this  moment  debouched 
from  the  woods  and  encountered  a  force  of  the 
enemy  and  a  battery  of  two  guns  intrenched.  De- 
taching two  regiments  to  flank  the  position,  he 
charged  without  halting,  sweeping  everything  be- 
fore him,  and  pressing  on  to  1  alley's,  gallantly 
carried  the  worKS  there,  and  captured  five  guns, 
by  a  similar  flank  movement  of  a  portion  of  his 
command.  So  complete  was  the  saccess  of  the 
whole  manoeuvre,  and  such  was  the  surprise  of  the 
enemy,  that  scarcely  any  organized  resistance  was 
met  with  after  the  furst  volley  was  ffared.  They 
fled  in  the  wildest  confusion,  leaving  ihe  field 
strewn  with  arms,  accoutrements,  clothing,  cais- 
sons, and  fleld  pieces  in  every  direction.  The 
larger  portion  of  his  force,  as  well  as  intrenoh- 
ments,  were  drawn  up  at  right  angles  to  our  line, 
and  being  thus  taken  in  the  flank  and  rear,  they 
did  not  wait  for  the  attack.  On  reaching  the 
ridge  at  Melzie  Chancellor's,  which  had  an  ex- 
tended line  of  works  facing  in  our  direction,  an 
^ort  was  made  to  check  the  flying  columns.  For 


a  few  moments  they  held  this  position,  but  once 
more  my  gallant  troops  dashed  at  them  with  a 
wild  shout,  and  firing  a  hasty  volley,  they  con- 
tinued their  headlong  ^ht  to  Chanoellorsville. 
It  was  at  this  point  that  "nimble's  division,  which 
had  followed  closely  in  my  rear,  headed  by  the 
brave  and  accomplished  Colston,  went  over  the 
works  with  my  men,  and  from  this  time  until  the 
close  of  the  engagement  the  two  divisions  were 
mingled  together  in  inextricable  confusion.  Push- 
ing forward  aa  rapidly  as  possible,  the  troops  soon 
entered  a  second  piece  of  woods  thickly  filled  with 
undergrowth.  The  right  becoming  entangled  in 
an  abatis  near  the  enemy's  first  Ime  of  fortifica- 
tions, caused  the  line  to  halt,  and  such  was  the 
confusion  and  darkness,  that  it  was  not  deemed 
advisable  to  make  a  further  advance.  I  at  once 
sent  word  to  Lieutenant-Oeneral  Jackson,  urging 
him  to  push  forward  the  fresh  troops  of  the  reserve 
line,  in  order  that  mine  might  be  re-formed.  Rid- 
ing forward  on  the  plank  road,  I  satisfied  myself 
that  the  enemy  had  no  line  of  battle  between  our 
troops  and  the  heights  of  Chancellorsville,  and  on 
my  return,  informed  Colonel  Crutchfield,  chief  of 
artillery  of  the  corps,  of  the  fact,  and  he  opened 
his  batteries  on  that  point.  The  enemy  instantly 
responded  by  a  most  terrific  fire,  which  silenced 
our  guns,  but  did  little  execution  on  the  infantry, 
as  it  was  mainly  directed  down  the  plank  road, 
which  was  uncovered,  except  by  our  artillery. 
When  the  Gie  ceased,  Oener^  Hill's  troops  were 
brought  up,  and  as  soon  as  a  portion  were  de- 
ployed in  my  front  as  skirmishers,  I  commenced 
withdrawing  my  men,  under  orders  from  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Oeneral. During  this  glorious  victory,  and 
pursuit  of  more-  than  two  miles,  I  had  only  three 
brigades  really  engaged.  Oeneral  Colquitt,  soon 
after  starting,  was  misled  by  the  appearance  of  a 
small  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  notwith- 
standing the  instructions  to  himself  aud  .General 
Ramseur,  halted  his  brigade  to  resist  what  he  sup- 
posed to  be  an  attack  on  his  flank.  This  error 
was  discovered  too  late  to  enable  him  to  do  more 
than  follow  the  victorious  troops  of  Doles  over  the 
field  they  had  won.  Ramseur  being  ordered  to 
follow  Colquitt  and  watch  his  flank,  was  necessa- 
rily deprived  of  an  active  participation.  On  with- 
drawing my  troops,  I  was  directed  to  see  tl^at 
Jones's  brigade,  of  Colston's  division,  was  so  placed 
as  to  guard  a  road  coming  in  from  the  direction 
of  the  furnace  on  the  right,  and  to  relieve,  with 
one  of  my  brigades,  McOowan's  brigade,  of  Hill's 
division,  then  guarding  a  second  road  from  the 
same  direction,  which  entered  the  plank  road  far- 
ther up.  Whilst  preparing  to  make  these  dispo- 
sitions, a  sudden  and  rapid  musketry  flre  was 
opened  io  front,  whieh  created  a  little  confusion 
among  the  troops ;  order  was  speedily  restored, 
however.  Apparently,  this  firing  proceeded  en- 
tirely from  our  own  men,  as  not  a  hall  from  the 
enemy  came  within  sound.  There  being  no  other 
place  but  the  open  ground  at  Melzie  Chancellor's 
suitable  fbr  such  a  purpose,  I  withdrew  all  my 
troops,  except  Colquitt's  briptde,  then  on  guarci, 
to  re-form  tnem  at  that  pomt.  Finding  tne  in- 
trenchments  partially  occupied  by  Paxton's  bri- 
gade, I  formed  line  of  battle  in  connection  with 
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him.    At  this  time  the  enemy  opened  a 
terrific  fire  of  artillery  to  that  which  had  taken 
place  just  before  my  witbdrawai^  whidi  caused 
much  confusion  and  disorder,  rendering  it  neces- 
nary  for  me  to  place  guards  across  the  road  to  stop 
stragglers.      Shortly  after  this  occurrence  I  was 
informed  that  Lieutenant-Oeneral  Jackson  was 
mounded,  and  also  receired  a  message  from  Major- 
General  Hill  that  he  likewise  was  disabled^  and 
that  the  command  of  the  corps  dcTolred  on  me. 
Without  loss  of  time  I  communicated  with  Briga- 
dier •Qenerols  Heth  and  Colston,  commanding  re- 
8])ectivelv  the  divisions  of  A.  P.  Hill  and  Trimble, 
and  maoe  the  necessary  arrangements  for  a  re- 
newal of  the  attack  in  the  moratng,  it  being  agreed 
that  the  troops  were  not  in  condition  to  resume 
operations  that  nighL    Just  at  this  time,  (about 
two  o'clock,)  the  enemy  made  an  attack  on  our 
right,  but    being    feeble    in  its  character,  and 
prom])t]y  met,  it  lasted  but  a  short  time.    Very 
hooii  after,  Major-Oeneral  J.  £.  B.  Stuart,  who  had 
i)een  sent  for  by  Major  Pendleton,  A.  A.  general 
of  Lieuteuant-Oeneral  Jackson,  arrived  on  the 
ground  and  assumed  command.    I  deem  itproper 
to  utate  that  I  yielded  tiie  command  to  General 
Htuart,  not  because  I  thought  him  entitled  to  it, 
belonging,  as  he  does,  to  a  difierent  arm  of  the 
t  crvlce,  —  nor  because  I  was  unwilling  to  assume 
the  responsibility  of  carrying  on  the  attack,  as  I 
liad  already  made  the  necessary  arrangements  and 
they  remained  unchanged,  but  because,  from  the 
manner  in  which  I  had  been  informed  that  he  had 
been  sent  for,  I  inferred  that  General  Jackson  or 
General  Hill  had  instructed  Major  Pendleton  to 
])Iuce  him  in  command,  and  for  the  still  stronger 
rfHKon  that  I  feared  that  the  information  that  the 
command  had  devolved  on  me,  unknown,  except 
to  my  own  immediate  troops,  would,  in  their 
nhaUen  condition,  be  likely  to  increase  the  demor- 
uli/ntlon  of  the  'corps.    General  Stuart's  name  was 
well  and  very  favorably  known  to  the  army,  and 
would  tend,  I  hoped,  to  reestablish  confidence. 
I  yielded  because  I  was  satisfied  the  good  of  tiie 
Ncrvico  demanded  it. 

On  the  morning  of  May  third,  being  the  rear 
diviRion,  I  established  my  line  with  Rodes's  and 
IvcrRon's  brigades  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road, 
riH  Ijcfore,  Ramseur's  brigade  on  the  right,  then 
Doleti's,  and  finally  Colquitt,  on  the  extreme 
right.  The  attack  was  renewed  about  six  o'clock 
A.  M.  {  and  soon  after  I  received  orders  to  move 
forward,  which  I  promptly  obeyed,  first  giving 
directions  to  each  brigade  coounander  to  pusn 
forward  until  the  enemy  was  encountered,  and 
engage  him  vigorously,  moving  over  friend  and 
foe  alike  if  in  the  way.  At  the  moment  of  start- 
ing, our  cavalry  reported  a  strong  demonstration 
of  the  enemv  on  our  extreme  left,  and  Colquitt 
was  detached  to  oppose  it.  He  was  subsequent- 
ly moved  to  the  extreme  right,  to  support  a  por- 
tion of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  troops,  and  ultimatelv 
got  heavily  and  handsomely  engaged  on  the  left 
of  ray  division,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter.  On 
account  of  the  dense  forest,  the  undulating  char- 
lU'ter  of  the  ground,  and  the  want  of  an  adequate 
ntuff,  It  wa»  not.  in  my  powcr,  during  the  subse- 
<^ut>nt  TO  >e  a  great  deal  of  personal 


attention  to  the  actions  of  any  of  my  commands, 
except  Rodes's  and  Ramseur's  brigades,   whidi 
were  next  to  the  road ;  but  my  orders    were 
faithftdly  executed  by  each  brigade  commander. 
Moving  forward  steadily,  with  no  material  stop- 
page except    that    occasioned   by    the    tangled 
undergrowth,  they  soon  encountered  a  heavy  fire 
of  art&ry.    Pressing  on,  they  soon  overtook  the 
second  line  of  battle,  then  at  a  halt,  except  the 
Stonewall  brigade,  which    was   moving  (under 
orders)  from  the  left  to  the  right  of  uae  plank 
road.    I  ordered  Colonel  O'XeU  not  to  wait  on 
this  movement,  but  to  advance  his  brigade  over 
the  second  line.    At  this  momeqt  Colonel  O'Xeil 
was  disabled  hf  a  fragment  of  a  shell,  and  in  per- 
son I  made  bis  right  regiment  (the  third  Ala- 
bama) press  forward  through  the  troops,  and  sent 
a  staff  ofiBcer  with  directions  to  Colonel  Hall, 
who  succeeded  to  the  command,  to  continue  his 
advance.    The  first  line  was  in  turn  overtaken 
and  passed ;  but  the  confusion  arising  from  pass- 
ing tne  two  lines  caused  the  two  regiments  on  the 
left  of  this  brigade  to  become  separated  from  the 
others.    These  two  moved  obliquely  to  the  right, 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Colonel  Hall, 
and  encountered  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  infantr}', 
posted  behind  a  barricade  on  the  right  of  tie 
road,  and  not  more  than  two  hundred  yards  from 
the  epaulements  on  the  heights.   At  this  juncture, 
a  portion  of  Iverson's  brigade  and  a  portion  of 
Pender's  troops,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Brigadier-General  Pender,  coming  up,  he  or- 
dered them  all  forward.    The  enemy  was  com- 
pelled to  abandon  the  barricade  and  fall  back; 
and  pressing  on,  Colonel  Hall's  two  regiments,  — 
the  Fifth  and  Twenty-«ixth  Alabama,  —  together 
with  the  Twenty-third  North  Carolina  regiment. 
Colonel  Christie,  carried  the  heights  in  magnifi- 
cent style,  planting  their  flags  inside  the  works. 
In  this  charge  the    gallant   Lieutenant-Colonel 
Giarvin,  of  the  Twentv-sixth  Alabama,  fell,  des- 
I>eratelv  wounded,  inside  the  works.    In  the  mean 
time  the  residue  of  Rodes's,  Iverson's,  and  Fen- 
der's troops,  moving  forward,  to  the  left  of  Hall 
and  Christie,  were    met   and   repulsed  by  the 
enemy,  thus  leaving  the  flank  of  the  party  on  the 
heights  exposed  to  an  overwhelming  force.    They 
were  compelled  to  fall  back  bchmd  the  plani 
road,  with  loss  of  over  one  hundred  men,  and 
both  Alabama  flags.    A    second  line  of  battle 
having  been  assembled  along  the  log  breastworks 
on  the  left  of  the  road,  composed  of  parts  of  the 
Third,  Sixth,    and    Twenty-sixth   Alabama,  the 
Fifth  North  Carolina,  under  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Lee,  who  had  just  joined  it,  and  other  scattering 
troops,  I  ordered,  it,  through  Major  Whiting,  to 
attack  —  moving  parallel  to  the  plank  road.  Hall 
immediately  attacked  the  epaulements  again  with 
his  two  regiments,  and  gallantly  carried  them; 
but  the  troops  just  mentioned,  who  had  attacked 
farther  to  the  left,  being  again  repulsed,  he  again 
•fell  back  to  the  breastworks.     VVhilst  this  was 
transpiring  in  front,  the  enemy  made  on  attack 
in  force  on  my  left  and  rear.    Tliis  attack  was 
met  by  the  Twelfth  Alabama,  Colonel  Pickens, 
Colonel  Lightfoot,  of  the  Sixth  Alabama,  with  a 
small  portion  of  bin  rpxriment,  and  some  troops  of 
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Nichols's  brigade,  skilfully  placdd  by  General 
Iverson,  and  sustained  against  fearful  odds,  until 
I  ordered  up  Colquitt's  brigade,  which  quickly 
and  handsomely  repulsed  it.  The  enemy  being 
repulsed  decidedly  here,  barely  holding  his  own 
in  the  left  centre,  and  compelled,  about  the  same 
time,  by  the  artillery  Are  from  the  riffht,  to  aban- 
don the  epaulements,  withdrew  all  his  forces  to 
the  hill  back  of  the  Chancellorsville  house.  The 
fighting  on  the  centre  and  left  was  of  a  most 
desperate  character,  and  resulted  in  the  loss  of 
many  valuable  officers,  among  them,  and  most  to 
be  regretted,  was  Major  A.  M.  Gordon,  of  the 
Sixth  Alabama,  a  young  officer  of  great  promise, 
and  great  purity  of  character. 

General  Pender,  speaking  of  the  first  adyance 
of  mv  troops,  stated  to  me  that  Colonel  Christie 
and  nis  regiment,  which  he  handled  in  magnifi- 
cent style,  especially  attracted  his  attention,  and 
that  the   Colonel  deserved   promotion.    Whilst 
these  movements  were  taking  place  on  the  left, 
Kamseur  and  Doles  pushed  forward  on  the  right, 
passed  the  first  line  of  intrenchments,  which  had 
^rcady  been  carried,  passed  the  first  and  second 
lines  of  our  troops,  and  became  fiercely  engaged. 
Doles  defiecting  to  the  right,  passed  up  a  ravine 
behind  the  graveyard  on  Chancellor's  hill,  and 
finally  came  out  in  the  field  nearly  opposite  the 
house,  driving  the  enemy  before  him  as  he  ad- 
vanced,  and  actually  getting    several    hundred 
yards  to  the  rear,  as  weu  of  those  troops  opposing 
the  rest  of  my  division  as  of  those  opposing 
General  Anderson's  division.     Subsequently  he 
was  compelled  to  fall  back ;  and  was  directed  by 
General  Lee  to  take  charge  of  a  large  body  of 
])ri8oner8.     Bamseur,  after    vainly  ur^g   the 
troops  in  possession  of  the  first  line  of  mtrench- 
meiits  to  move  forward,  obtained  permission  to 
pass  them,  and,  dashing  ovjer  the  works,  charged 
the  second  intrenched  line  in  the  most  brilliant 
style.    The  struggle  at  this  point  was  long  and 
obstinate ;  but  the  charge  on  the  left  of  the  plank 
road  at  this  time  caused  the  enemy  to  give  way 
on  his  left ;  and  this,  combined  with  the  unfiinch- 
mg  determination  of  his  men,  carried  the  day, 
and  gave  him  possession  of  the  works.    Not  be- 
ing supported,  he  was  exposed  still  to  a  galling 
fire  from  the  right,  with  great  danger  of  being 
flanked.    Notwithstanding  repeated  efibrts  made 
by  him,  and  by  myself  in  person,  none  of  the 
troops  in  his  rear  would  move  up  until  the  old 
Stonewall  brigade  arrived  on  the  ground,  and 
gallaiitly    advanced,    in    conjunction    with   the 
Thirtieth     North    Carolina    regiment,    Colonel 
Parker,  of  Ramseur's  brigade,  which  had  been 
detached  to  support  a  battery,  and  was  now  on 
its  return.    Occupying  the  works  on  the  ri^ht  of 
Ramseur,  and  thus  rdieving  him,  when  his  am- 
munition was  nearly  exhausted,  the  Stonewall 
brigade  jiushed  on,  and  carried  the  Chancellors- 
ville heigdts,  making  the  third  time  they  were 
captured.    They,  in   turn,  were   forced  to  fall 
back,  but  recaptured  several  of  the  prisoners, 
and  one  of  the  flags  taken  from  Colonel  HaU. 

At  this  iunoture,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carter, 
who  had  benaved  with  signal  courage  and  judg- 


ment during  the  whole  action,  succeeded,  in  con- 
junction with  Major  Pegram,  in  getting  several 
batteries  in  position  in  a  field  to  tne  right,  which 
opened  with  such  precision  and  rapidity  on  such 
of  the  enemy's  batteries  and  troops  as  remained 
on   the  plain   of   Chancellorsville  as  finally  to 
drive  them  back  in  utter  confusion.    Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hillary  Jones,  of  the  artillery,  a  most 
accomplished  officer,  had,  however,  before  this, 
placed  ten  guns  near  the  plank  road  and  on  the 
nearest  ridge  to  the  enemy  s  epaulements,  which 
had  fired  with  marked  success  on  the  artillery 
stationed  at  the  Chancellor  house  and  on  the  re- 
treating troops.    As  soon  as  our  artillery  fire 
would  permit,  the  heights  were  occupied  by  the 
infantry,  and,  by  order  of  General  Stuart,  I  took 
charge  of  arranging  all  the  troops  found  on  the 
field  m  line  of  battle,  parallel  to  the  plank  road. 
The  earliest  troops  on  the  ground  were  Colonel 
Brockenbrough's  and  another  Virginia  regiment, 
belonging,  I  think,  to  the  same  brigade.    These 
were  subseauently  withdrawn,    and    my  troops 
located  as  rollows:  Iverson's  br^ade  on  right, 
extending  from  the  Chancellorsville  house  up  the 
plank  road;  next,  Hodes's  brigade,  then  ilam- 
seur's  brigade,  and  finedly,  Doles's  brigade,  aU 
parallel  and  close  to  the  road.    Doles  was  sub- 
sequently thrown  across  the  road,  and  at  an  angle 
of  forty-five  degrees  with  it,  connecting  with  Gen- 
eral Pender,  by  whom  this  line  was  continued  on 
to  the  left.    Colston's  division,  now  attached  to 
my  command,  was  located  on  the  turnpike  road, 
to  the  right,  and  in  continuation  of  my  line.   Col- 
quitt's brigade  was  placed  en  echelon  with  refer- 
ence both  to  Iverson    and    Colston,    and   one 
hundred  yards  in  rear,  to  enable  our  artillery  to 
operate  in  the  interval.    This  position  was  strong- 
ly fortified,  and  was  held  without  molestation  until 
Tuesday  morning,  when  I  pushed  forward   my 
whole  hue  of  skirmishers  to  reel  the  enemy.    He 
was  discovered  to  be  in  very  great  force,  both  of 
infantry  and  artillery,  with  formidable  intrench- 
ments. 

Early  on  Wednesday  morning  my  outposts 
reported  that  the  enem^  had  retired.  I  again 
threw  forward  my  skirmishers  and  found  that  the 
entire  force  had  retreated  during  the  night.  Fol- 
lowing them  in  person,  with  a  few  troops,  it  was 
ascertained  that  they  had  successfully  crossed  the 
river,  availing  themselves  of  the  very  severe  storm 
and  darkness  of  the  previous  night.  The  line  of 
their  retreat  was  marked  by  every  evidence  of  a 
careful  and  well-conducted  march,  but  little  public 
or  private  property,  except  such  as  was  necessary 
for  hospital  purposes,  being  left  behind. 

On  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  May  sixth,  my 
column  was  again  in  motion,  and  camped  that 
night  in  their  old  quarters  near  Grace  Church, 
having  been  absent  eight  days,  participating  in  the 
achievement  of  a  signal  victory,  capturing  fifteen 
pieces  of  artillery,  ten  flags,  seventy-five  thousand 
rounds  of  small-arm  ammunition,  and  four  bushels 
of  musket-caps  from  the  enemy.  The  small 
arms,  ammunition,  and  the  caps  afterwards  fell 
into  the  hands  of  Major  Allen,  corps  ordnance 
officer,  and  Captain  Marye,  oidnanoe  officer  of 
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Colston's  division.  It  is  worthv  of  remark  that 
the  enemy  abandoned  such  a  larse  number  of 
knapsacks  in  retreating  to  his  work»,  that  when 
this  division  began  its  homeward  march  in  the 
rain  it  was  thoroughly  equipped  with  oil-cloths 
and  shelter-tents  of  the  best  quality. 

The  division  sustained  a  heavy  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded,  especially  on  the  second  day.  The 
conduct  of  its  men  and  officers  was  such  as  to 
win  the  highest  encomiums  from  General  Jack- 
son, and  such  as  had  been  rarely  equalled.  Its 
laurels  were  dearlv  bought,  however,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  tabular  statement  of  killed  and 
wounded  herewith  filed,  marked  "  A."  I  do  not 
think  the  enemy's  loss  was  as  great  as  ours,  as 
he  fought  us  generally  from  behind  his  barricades 
and  earthworks ;  still  it  was  heavy. 

As  an  act  of  justice  to  them,  and  for  future  ref- 
erence, the  names  of  all  the  officers  who  partici- 
pated in  the  engagement  are  presented  in  the 
appendices  to  the  reports  of  brigade  commanders. 
The  general,  field,  and  staff  officers  who  were 
present  are  herewith  presented  in  appendix  **  B." 

It  is  impossible  for  me,  within  reasonable 
limits,  to  mention  all  the  officers  and  men  who 
were  distinguished  for  sallant  and  meritorious 
conduct  at  this  battle.  It  is,  however,  my  duty 
to  call  attention  to  the  great  gallantry  and  effi- 
ciency in  this  action  of  Brigadier-Oencrals  Doles 
and  Kamseur,  Colonel  Edward  Willis,  Twelfth 
Georgia ;  Colonel  Cooke,  Fourth  Georgia,  severe- 
h'  wounded;  Colonel  Hall,  Fifth  Alabama; 
Uolonel  Christie,  Twentv-third  North  Carolina ; 
Colonel  Pickens,  Twelfth  Alabama ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  iJ.  N.  Lea,  Fifth  North  Carolina ;  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hobson,  Fifth  Alabama,  severelv 
wounded ;  Colonel  Garrett,  of  the  Fifth  North 
Carolina,  (who  had  behaved  most  gallantly  on 


the  first  day,  and  was  unfortunately  wounded  by 
one  of  our  own  men  after  the  close  of  that  day*s 
fight ;  Colonel  Parker,  Thirtieth  North  Carolina ; 
Colonel  R.  T.  Bennett,  Fourteenth  North  Caro- 
lina; Captain  H.  A.  Whiting,  A.  A.  0.,  of 
Kodes's  brigade ;  Captain  Green  Peyton,  of  ray 
staff,  and  Captain  M.  L.  Randolph,  signal  corp^. 
The  last  named  officer  was  remarkable  among  all 
these  brave  and  accomplished  officers  for  his  dar- 
ing coolness  and  efficiency. 

Colonel  O'Neal,  commanding  Rodes's  brigade, 
deserves  special  notice  for  his  gallantry. 

It  is  proper  to  mention  that  Uolonel  W.  R.  Cox, 
of  the  Second  North  Carolina,  was  wounded  re- 
peatedly before  he  left  the  field.  All  of  the  other 
officers  did  their  duty  nobly,  but  those  I  have 
mentioned  came  under  my  own  notice,  or  were  so 
spoken  of  by  competent  persons,  as  to  make  it  my 
duty  to  mention  tnem  in  this  manner. 

My  staff  officers,  Captain  Green  Peyton,  and 
Captain  M.  L.  Randolpn,  have  been  mentioned 
for  their  meritorious  conduct  Their  duties  were 
more  than  usually  arduous  during  the  action,  and 
we're  nobly  discharged. 

Mr.  Ed.  O'Neal,  volunteer  aid,  a  youth  under 
eighteen,  behaved  most  gallantly,  and  I  am  under 
great  obligations  to  him. 

Four  of  my  couriers,  C.  S.  Ellis,  company  "  B," 
Fourth  Georgia;   Gilliam  James,  company  "D," 

Fifth  Alabama ; ,  and 

of  Stuart's  cavalry,  (Fitz  Lee's  brigade,)  were  of 
P^reat  service  to  me  during  the  battle,  and  exhib- 
ited great  courage  and  intelligence.  Both  of  the 
former  deserve  promotion  for  their  conduct. 

Enclosed  will  be  found  reports  of  brigade  and 
regimental  commanders.         Respectful^', 

K.  E.  KODES, 
Brlgadler-(3eneral,  oomnumding  Dtrisioo. 
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Strength  <md  CcuualHes  o/*  the  Brigades  of  D.  H.  EiWs  Division,  commanded  by  Brigadier- 
general  Bodes,  in  BatUe  of  ChanceUorsviUe. 


Brigade. 


DoIcb'b, 0* 

Iveraon's, •»...... 

Bamsear's, •  • 

Bodes's, • 

Colquitt's,* 

■  I  ■  II  11  —^•^^..^^—^•m, 


Stbbkoth. 


138 
135 
129 
151 
130 


678 


» 


1489 
1660 
1380 
1744 
1000 


7873 


CASOAvna/L 


KILLBD. 


4 

0 

12 

5 


80 


6S 

60 

142 

85 

0 


367 


WOITNOBO. 


81 
26 
41 
42 

B 


148 


s 


812 
306 
485 

406 
120 


1718 


MlBSUtO. 


5 

5 

21 

28 


60» 


28 
72 

im 

1«7 

284 


654 


i 

< 


437 
4S0 

7HS 

449 
2976 


*  This  estlmAte  of  the  strength  of  this  b: 
soon  after  the  hsttle,  and  left  no  data  ftom 


ade  Is  not  aeoarate,  as  the  bri^pule  was  traasferrcd  to  North  Carolina 
tch  we  ean  get  the  ezaot  estimate. 

B.  £.  RoDEs, 

Brigadler-Gsoeral,  ooaunandin^  Division. 
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BEFOBT  OF  COLONSL  O'NEAL. 

Hkadquabters  Bodbs'b  Brioadk,    { 
Sahtbb,  Cabolikb  Couittt,  Ya.,  May  U,  1883.  ( 

Captain  0»  Peyton,  A*  A.  Q, : 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  Rodes's  brigade  during  the  eight  days' 
campaign,  commencing  on  the  twenty-ninth  April 
and  ending  on  the  sixth  May,  1863.  Early  in 
the  morning  of  the  twen^-ninth  April  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  hold  the  brigade  in  readiness  to 
move  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  about  eight 
o'clock  the  brigade  was  formed  on  the  road,  the 
right  resting  on  Round  Oak  Church.  Thence, 
after  a  short  delay,  we  moved  to  HemOton's 
Crossing.  Here  I  was  ordered  to  put  the  brigade 
in  line  of  battl^  in  a  skirt  of  pine  woods,  f£ont 
one  mile  to  the  right  of  the  railroad  and  just  in 
rear  of  our  works.  The  brigade  rested  here  dur- 
ing the  balance  of  the  day  and  until  three  o'clock 
next  morning,  when  I  was  ordered  to  move  the 
brigade  to  the  right,  about  half  a  mile,  and  place 
it  in  the  intrenohments-^the  right  resting  on 
Massaponax  Creek  and  the  left  on  the  Bowling 
Oreen  road.  During  the  dav  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries across  the  river  shelled  a  portion  of  tilie 
line,  —  the  Third  and  ^th  Alabama  regiments, — 
but,  being  protected  by  the  earthworks  and  the 
hill,  no  oamage  was  done.  At  three  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  first  May,  I  moved  the  bri- 
gade to  Hamilton's  Crossing,  left  in  front,  and 
thence  to  the  plank  road,  some  seven  or  eight 
miles,  where  I  was  ordered  to  prepare  for  imme- 
diate action,  to  support  the  forces  of  General  An- 
derson, who  were  engaging  the  enemy.  Being 
in  rear  of  General  Colquitt's  brigade,  I  was  directed 
to  connect  with  him  and  move  as  he  moved.  At 
this  point  the  men  were  ordered  to  take  off  and 
pile  their  knapsacks,  and,  forming  \fj  the  rear 
rank,  I  moved  the  brigade  across  an  open  field  to 
a  public  road,  and  then  down  it  about  one  mile, 
where  we  rested  in  a  wood  till  late  in  the  evening, 
when  I  received  orders  to  march  back  to  the  plaiUL 
road,  and  after  reaching  it,  to  halt  the  brigade  and 
nend  back  for  the  knapsacks.  Having  obtained 
the  baggage,  I  moved  aown  the  plank  road  about 
two  nuies  and  bivouacked  for  uie  night  Early 
on  the  morning  of  the  second  of  May  the  brigade 
was  moved  forward  on  the  plank  roaa  about  one 
mile,  Ad  thence  taking  a  road  to  the  left,  passed 
the  furnace  and  formed  i^  line  of  battle,  after  a 
march  of  some  ten  or  twelve  miles,  beyond  the  turn- 
pike road,  just  above  its  junction  with  the  plank 
road,  and  in  rear  of  the  enemy.  The  brigade  was 
formed  perpendicular  to  the  road  and  on  the  left 
of  it,  with  ue  right  regiment,  the  Third  Alabama, 
resting  on  the  road  and  connecting  with  General 
Doles's,  which  was  on  the  right  of  the  road.  About 
half  after  five  o'clock  the  order  to  advance  was 
given,  and  very  soon  the  corps  of  sharpshooters, 
under  Major  Blackford,  of  the  Fifth  Alabama,  were 
engaged  with  the  enemy's  pickets.  The  brigade 
mov^  rapidly  and  steadily  forward,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  was  engagedi  delivering  a  regular  and 
telling  fire.    We  w)ve  the  enemy  firom  his  first 
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line  of  breastworks,  and,  pursuing  him  with  spirit 
and  rapidity,  soon  came  upon  his  second  line  of 
works,  which  were  carried  after  only  a  moment's 
delay.  At  this  time  the  enemy's  batteries  poured 
upon  us,  especially  the  right  wing,  the  Third  and 
Sixth  Alabama  regiments,  a  shower  of  grape  and 
canister.  Still  advancing,  we  continued  to  drive 
the  enemy  before  us  and  passed  to  his  third  line, 
i  consisting  of  log  works,  which  were  immediately 
I  carried  —  the  enemy  giving  only  one  volley  before 
I  he  fied.  Darkness  coming  on,  the  pursuit  was 
discontinued.  In  this  short  space  of  time  we 
I  drove  the  enemy  before  us  about  two  miles,  and 
'from  three  breastworks  and  two  abatis.  We 
I  captured  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners. 
Certain  W.  T.  Renf]*o,  commanding  the  right 
wing  of  the  Fifth  Alabama,  after  Colonel  Hobson 
had  been  wounded,  brought  in  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  and  Colonel  Lightfoot,  of  the  Sixth 
Alabama,  one  hundred  and  five.  Among  the 
prisoners  was  Colonel  Packer,  Fifth  Connecticut, 
and  several  other  ofiicers.  We  captured  three 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  part  of  a  K>urth  piece, 
which  was  claimed  by  another  brigade.  We  also 
captured  a  lot  of  ammunition  and  a  quantity  of 
small  arms.  The  Third  Alabama  captured  and 
have  now  in  possession  two  stands  of  Federal 
artillery  colom,  and  the  Sixth  Alabama  captured 
one  battery  fiag.  Being  with  the  brigade  through- 
out this  brilliant  charge,  I  can  personally  bear 
witness  to  the  gallant  bearing  of  tne  officers,  and 
the  daring,  dashing  courage  of  the  men.  In  this 
connection,  permit  me  also  to  state  the  order,, 
regularity,  and  predsion  with  which  the  several 
regimental  commanders  moved  and  handled  t^eir 
commands  throughout  this  charge.  The  Third 
Alabama,  under  the  command  of  Captains  Bbnham, 
Chester,  and  Phelan,  was  ordered  to  move  ^ong 
the  road  and  perpendicular  to  it,  and  was  the 
battalion  of  direction ;  and  the  other  regiments  — 
the  Sixth,  under  Lieutenant-Cofenel  Li^tfootand 
Maior  Gordon ;  the  Twelfth,  under  Colonel  Pickens 
ana  Captain  Proskauer  ;  the  Twenty-sixUi,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Garvin  and'Major  Bryan,  and 
the  Fifth,  under  Colonel  Hall  and  lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hobson — moved  in  line  of  battle  with 
this  regiment,  and,  although  passing  through  a 
dense  and  "tangled  forest^  for  a  mile,  all  the 
reffiments  were  connected  and  moved  in  a  regular 
unbroken  line,  the  officers  exhibitin|^  the  greatest 
coolness  and  daring,  cheering  on  their  men  by  boUi 
voice  and  example.  In  this  charve.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  E.  L.  Hobson  was  wounded,  while  gal- 
lantly rushing  in  front  of  his  men,  near  the  enemy's 
second  line  of  works.  Major  Bryan,  Twenty- 
sixth  Alabama,  was  also  wounded,  near  the  same 
place  and  about  the  same  time,  while  bravelv  per- 
forming his  duties.  Captain  Watkins  Phelan, 
who  commanded  the  left  wing  of  the  Third  Ala- 
bama, was  also  wounded  in  tins  charge.  He, 
with  Captain  Bonham,  who  commanded  the  regi- 
ment,, and  Captain  Chester,  who  commanded  Uie 
right  wing  of  the  Third  Alabama,  acted  most  g^- 
lantl^,.  and  led  their  regiment  with  sreat  success, 
and  It  is  but  simple  iustioe  to  say  uat  each  regi- 
ment did  its  whole  outy.    As  soon  as  the  night 
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put  an  end  to  the  pursuit  I  formed  the  brigade, 
and  having  had  ammunition  issued  to  the  men,  I 
reported  to  the  Brigadier-General  commanding 
division  for  orders.  He  ordered  me  to  move  to 
the  earthworks  to  the  left  of  the  road,  the  second 
line  we  had  carried,  and  to  relieve  General  Paxton, 
which  was  done,  and  there  we  rested  for  the  jiight. 
About  six  o'clock  Sunday  morning,  the  third  of 
May,  I  received  orders  to  advance,  the  brigade 
being  in  the  third  or  reserve  line  of  battle.  We 
moved  forward,  under  heavy  shelling,  in  an  open 
field,  and  then  through  a  dense  wood  for  about 
one  mile,  when  we  came  up  with  our  second  line 
of  battle  and  passed  through  it.  I  inquired,  as 
we  passed,  whose  brigade,  and  was  informed  it 
was  General  Paxton's.  We^  continued  to  move 
forward  until  we  came  to  sonie  other  troops,  where 
I  ordered  a  halt,  and  found  that  the  Tmrd  Ala- 
bama had  lapped  over  and  got  in  front  of  the 
Sixth  Alabama,  the  regiment  immediately  on  its 
left.  While  rectifpng  uie  line,  the  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral commanding  rooe  up  and  ordered  me  to  the 
road  with  him,  and,  expUuning  to  me  the  position  of 
the  forces  on  my  right,  and  the  direction  I  was  to 

Sursue,  ordered  me  to  push  forward  over  our  first 
ne  of  battle,  and  disloage  the  enemy  from  Chan- 
cellor's hill.  In  company  with  Major  Whiting, 
assistant  adjutant-general,  I  immediately  started 
on  a  run  for  the  centre  of  the  brigade  to  execute 
this  order,  and  when  near  the  centre,  was  stricken 
down  by  the  fuse  of  a  shell,  which  disabled  me 
for  the  balance  of  the  day.  I  directed  Major 
Whiting  to  move  the  brigade  forward,  and  to  m- 
form  Colonel  Hall,  of  the  Fifth  Alabama,  that  the 
command  devolved  on  him.  Colonel  Hall  was, 
at  the  time,  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  Hne  with 
his  regiment  The  brigade  moved  forward  under 
a  most  terrific  storm  of  shell,  grape,  canister,  and 
musketry,  and,  for  what  took  place  afterwards  I 
respectfully  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Colonel 
Hall,  who  so  bravely  led  it,  and  that  of  Colonel 
Pickens,  who  so  gallantly  resisted  the  advance  on 
our  left,  and  ask  that  their  reports  may  be  taken 
and  considered  a  part  of  this.  In  obedience  to 
orders  from  the  corps  cotomander  to  report  what 
standards  were  captured  and  which  lost,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  that  the  colors  of  the  Fifth 
Alabama  regiment  were  captured  by  the  enemy 
in  the  attack  upon  the  intrenchments  at  Chancel- 
lor's house,  on  the  morning  of  the  third  instant. 
This  regiment,  supported  by  only  a  portion  of  the 
Twenty-sixth  Alabama  and  four  companies  of 
Iverson's  brigade,  were  the  first  to  charge  and 
carry  the  enemy's  works  near  the  Chancellor  house. 
Having  taken  possession  of  the  epaulements  which 
commanded  the  plank  road,  this  re^ment  moved 
forward  in  the  cnarge  considerably  m  advance  of 
the  right,  and,  being  unsupported  by  the  brigade 
on  its  left,  had  its  left  flank  turned  by  a  su- 
perior force,  and  was  forced  to  retire  mm  the 
works.  In  doine;  so  the  color-bearer  was  wounded, 
and  with  the  colors  and  over  a  hundred  of  its  men 
were  surrounded  and  captured.  Retiring  only  to 
the  plank  road,  this  regiment  again  charged  and 
took  these  works  without  support,  and  a  second 
time  had  to  retire  before  superior  numbers.    Cap- 


tured in  the  midst  of  the  enemy's  guns  and  in- 
trenchments, and  some  time  before  any  other 
troops  reached  that  pouit,  the  loss  of  their  flag  is 
one  of  the  highest  evidences  of  the  gallant  and 
daring  services  rendered  by  the  Fifth  Alabama  regi- 
ment m  the  action  of  that  day.  I  cannot  close  this 
report  without  calling  special  notice  to  that  assidu- 
ous attention  to  every  duty,  and  that  calm  courage, 
coolness,  and  self-possession  exhibited  under  all 
droumstances  during  these  trying  days,  by  Major 
H.  A.  Whitine,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and 
most  respectfiulv  recommend  him  to  the  com- 
manding General  for  promotion.  He  was  inval- 
uable to  me  throughout  the  two  engagements  of 
Saturday  and  Sunday.  I  am  also  greaUy  indebted 
to  Adjutants  Pickett  and  Moore,  of  the  Third  and 
Twenty-sixth  Alabama  regkoents,  who  acted  as 
Aids,  tor  valuable  services  in  fea^essly  carrying 
and  delivering  orders.  The  Brigade  Inspector, 
Lieutenant  Partridge,  was  enei^tic  and  untiring 
in  the  perfbrmanoe  of  his  duties,  and  rendered 
efficient  aid.  I  desire  also  to  mention  Mr.  Webb 
Woodruff  and  Mr.  Rittenhouse  Moore,  who  were 
with  me  and  did  good  service.  Enclosed  you  will 
find  the  reports  of  regimental  commanders,  to 
which  I  call  special  attention.  Also,  lists  of  casu- 
alties. 
I  am,  Captain,  very  respeotfiilly. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Edwakd  a.  CNbal, 
Cotend,  cotnmiimMsg  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  OOLOXSL  HALL. 
Hkadquartbbs  Fifth  Alabama  RBonfEirr,  > 

BAKTBE,  CAHOLIMB  COWTY,  VuOIKIA,  Mmy  8,  1863.  ) 

Oaptain  H.  A.  Whiting,  A,  A.  (7.,  Rodes'a  Bri- 
gade: 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  head- 
quarters, I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  Bodes's  brigade  while 
under  my  command,  in  the  batUe  of  Chancellors- 
yille,  of  the  third  instant : 

About  six  o'clock  A.  u.,  the  brigade  was  formed 
in  the  third  or  rear  line  of  battie,  and  moved  for- 
ward under  the  command  of  Colonel  O'Neal. 
Proceeding  about  a  mile,  und^r  a  heavy  fire  of 
shell,  we  passed  the  second  line  of  battle.  Here 
Colonel  O'Neal,  who  had  so  gallantly  led  us,  was 
wounded,   and    this    unfortunate    circumstance 

E laced  me  in  command  of  the  brigade.  Soon  we 
ad  overtaken  the  first  line  of  Imttie,  which  was 
movinff  by  the  right  and  left  flanks.  At  this 
point  the  brigade  was  separated,  part  of  the  Third 
and  Sixth,  and  all  of  the  TweUtb  Alabama  regi- 
ments following  the  troops  moving  by  the  left 
flank,  and  part  of  the  Sixth,  all  of  uie  Fifth  and 
Twenty-sixth  Alabama  following  those  moving  by 
the  right  flank  j  this,  owing  to  the  dense  forest, 
was  not  discovered  at  the  time.  I  had  just  as- 
sumed command,  and  had  not  time  to  pass  to  the 
centre  of  the  brij^de  before  troops  were  seen  in 
my  front.  Believing  them  to  oe  our  men,  I 
ordered  my  command  to  cease  firing  and  move  on, 
and  soon  saw  from  his  killed  and  wounded  that 
it  was  the  enemy.  The  command  was  pressed 
rapidly  forward,  under  a  most  terrific  fire  of  shdl. 
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grape,  and  musketry,  to  the  branch  on  the  left  of 
the  road,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
from  the  earthworks  on  Chancellor's  hill.  See- 
ing strong  batteries  on  the  hill,  supported  by 
heavy  columns  of  infantry,  I  halted,  and,  shelter- 
ing the  men  as  much  as  possible,  ordered  them 
to  fire  on  the  men  in  the  works  on  the  hill, 
particularly  at  the  cannoneers.  So  heavy  was 
our  fire  that  it  was  with  difficulty  that  their  gun- 
ners could  be  kept  at  their  pieces,  and  his  fire 
soon  sensibly  slackened;  this  fire  was  kept  up 
fifteen  or  twenty  minut&s.  During  this  time, 
Captain  Whiting,  A.  A.  general,  went  back  to 
bring  forward  me  balance  of  the  brigade,  from 
which,  it  was  here  discovered,  we  were  separated. 
Very  soon  after  halting  a  battery  opened  on  my 
left,  completely  enfilading  my  entire  line,  but 
owing  to  our  position  most  of  the  shot  passed 
harndesBlv  over  head.  I  again  sent  back  the 
order  to  oring  up  the  remainder  of  the  brigade, 
which  was  not  found.  The  Jpattery  on  my  left 
continuing  its  enfilading  fire,  and  heavy  volleys  of 
musketry  8howln|^  the  enemy  to  be  there  in  strong 
force,  I  sent  notice  to  the  division  commander, 
that  unless  they  were  pressed  on  my  left  my 
flank  would  be  turned,  and  I  could  not  hold  my 
position.  Just  after  sending  this  message  I  dis- 
covered that  the  enemy  in  the  works  on  the  hill 
were  in  some  confusion,  when  I  ordered  a  charge, 
which  was  promptly  obeyed  by  part  of  my  com- 
mand. The  worKs  were  soon  in  my  possession, 
together  with  a  battery  of  five  pieces,  the  enemy 
having  fled  with  the  rest  of  his  guns.  The  colors 
of  the  Fifth  and  Twenty-sixth  Alabama  were 
planted  in  a  short  distance  of  each  other  on  the 
works.  The  works  were  carried  about  nine  o'clock 
A.  M.  by  these  two  regiments,  and  a  small  part  of 
the  Sixthf  which  had  become  separated  from  their 
regiment.  Noticing  at  this  time  that  all  the  men 
had  not  moved  forward  at  the  order  to  charge,  I 
returned  to  the  branch,  and  again  ordered  them 
forward,  which  command  was  promptly  obeyed. 
While  hurrying  them  forward,  I  noticed  a  body 
of  men  on  my  left  running.  I  called  to  an  officer 
then  passing,  asking  him  what  that  meant,  and 
who  tnose  men  were.  He  stated  that  they  be- 
longed to  a  brigade  which  I  knew  to  be  on  my 
left,  and  that  *'  the  d — d  scoundrels  would  not 
fight.*'  I  pointed  to  the  works,  telling  him  that 
my  men  held  them,  and  called  on  him  to  assist 
me  in  rallying  his  men  for  the  purpose  of  resisting 
the  enemy,  then  advancing  on  naiy  left  and  rear. 
The  men  could  not  be  rallied.  The  enemy  con- 
tinued to  advance,  unopposed,  and,  gaining  my 
rear,  compelled  me  to  evacuate  the  works  which  i 
had  just  captured.  This  was  done,  with  a  heavy 
loss  of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  Most  of 
the  command  who  escaped  rallied  and  returned 
with  other  troops,  who  afterwards  captured  the 
same  works,  ana  Ikese  troops  were  driven  from 
thv  works  by  a  column  flanking  them  on  the  left 
and  rear,  as  1  had  been  driven  some  time  before. 
After  this  I  was  ordered  to  rally  my  command, 
and  move  to  the  left  of  the  road  to  support  troops 
then  engaging  the  enemy.  Afterwards  the  bri- 
gade was  &rmed  in  line  of  battle  at  Chancellors- 


ville,  where  it  remained  until  the  enemy  recrossed 
the  river,  when  we  returned  to  our  old  encamp- 
ment, on  the  night  of  the  sixth  instant ;  having 
been  absent  marching  and  fighting  fof  eight  days. 

In  this  report,  I  have  only  noentioned  the  Finh, 
Twent}'-8ixth,  and  part  of  the  Sixth  Alabama  regi- 
ments, because  these  were  the  only  troops  of  the 
brigade  under  my  immediate  command  during  the 
battle.  For  the  part  taken  by  the  other  regiments 
of  the  brigade  in  this  ever  memorable  engage- 
ment, you  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  report 
of  Colonel  Pickens,  of  the  Twelfth  Alabama,  un- 
der whose  gallant  leadership  they  so  heroically 
fought. 

Justice  demands  that  I  should  mention  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Garvin,  commanding  the  Twenty- 
sixth,  and  Captain  Renfro,  commanding  the  Fifth 
Alabama,  who  were  both  severely,  if  not  mortally 
wounded,  while  gallantly  leading  their  regiments, 
and  giving  the  highest  evidence  of  their  coolness 
and  skill,  which  should  ever  characterize  the  true 
soldier. 

To  the  cool  and  undaunted  courage  of  Major 
H.  A.  Whiting,  A.  A.  O.,  I  feel  greatly  indebted 
for  the  success  attending  my  attack  on  the  works 
on  Chancellor's  hill.  If  skill  as  an  officer  and 
gallantry  in  action  entitle  any- man  to  promotion, 
Major  VlThiting  truly  deserves  it. 

For  individual  acts  of  courage,  and  the  casual- 
ties of  the  battle,  you  are  respectfully  referred  to 
the  reports  of  regimental  commanders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Hall, 

Colonel,  oommandingf  Brig^e. 

BSPOBT  OF  COLONKL  HAMILTON. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Light  i 
Division,  Camp  Gregg,  May  20, 1803.    ( 

Captain  B,  H,  Finney ^  A.  A.  General : 

Captain  :  In  consequence  of  the  wounding  of 
Brigadier-General  McGowan  and  Colonel  O.  E. 
Edwards,  Thirteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  vol- 
unteers, early  in  the  day,  on  the  third  instant,  I 
found  myself  in  command  of  this  brigade.  It 
will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  recapitulate  the 
movements '  of  the  brigade  on  the  march,  as  I 
have  already,  in  giving  a  report  as  regimental 
commander,  detailed  those  of  First  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  which  will  cover  those  of  the 
brigade  previous  to  our  reaching  the  enemy,  in 
rear  of  their  line  of  works  beyond  Chancellors- 
ville.  At  sunset,  second  instant,  we  reached  that 
part  of  the  field  which  had  been  cleared  by  Brig. 
adier-General  Rodes,  scattering  the  enemy  in  every 
dii'ection ;  pssing  beyond,  we  were  drawn  up  in 
line,  by  order  of  Brigadier-Oeneral  McGowan,  on 
the  plank  road,  the  Fourteenth  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers  being  deployed  and  covering 
our  front  as  skirmishers.  Here  we  were  subjected 
to  a  heavy  fire  of  sheUs,  which  was  annoying,  but 
did  not  do  us  a  great  deal  of  damage.  After  re- 
maining here  until  about  eleven  o'clock,  orders 
were  given  for  an  advance  of  the  brigade.  Thir- 
teenth South  Carolina  volunteers  on  the  right, 
First  South  Carolina  volunteers  next  to  the  rifle 
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regiment  (Orr's)  on  the  left,  directing  battalion. 
The  attempt  was  made,  but  either  in  consequence 
of  the  impossibility  of  advancing  through  a  thick 
and  almost  impenetrable  pine  thicket,  or  from  a 
change  of  orders,  the  oroer  was  countermaiided. 
At  twelve  o'clock  (midnight)  the  brigade  marched 
to  a  position  in  front  of  the  enemy's  breastworks, 
with  Brigadier-General  Lane  on  our  left,  and  Brig- 
adier-General Archer  on  our  right.  At  sunrise 
the  advance  was  commenced,  the  brigade,  how- 
ever, obliqued  too  much  to  the  left,  separating 
our  line  from  that  of  Brigadier-General  Archer, 
and  somewhat  overlapping  the  right  of  Brigadier- 
General  Lane.  So  soon,  however,  as  the  ground  was 
cleared  before  us,  the  four  regiments  engaged, 
(First,  Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,  and  Oir's  rines,) 
dashed  at  the  enemy's  first  line  of  breastworks, 
and  clearing  them  vrith  rapidity,  the  brigade 
passed  about  one  hundred  yards  to  the  front  and 
engaged  the  enemy,  who  appeared  to  be  collected 
in  strength  on  our  right  tip  to  this  time  Briga- 
dier-General McGowan  was  active  and  coura- 
geous in  urging  on  the  brieade,  exposing  himself 
without  any  sort  of  regard  for  his  own  safety ;  the 
last  that  I  saw  of  him,  his  huge  form  was  tower- 
ing from  the  top  of  the  breastworks,  which  we  bad 
just  passed:  he  was  soon  after,  unfortunately, 
wounded,  but  I  am  nappy  to  say  not  dangerously. 
The  brigade  soon  became  very  hotly  engaged, 
particularly  the  two  right  regiments,  (First  and 
Orr's  rifle  regiments.)  The  enemy  finding  our 
right  onen  and  unsupported,  (Brigadier-General 
Archer  navin^  lost  his  connection  with  our  line, 
ftom  our  having  obliqued  to  the  left  in  advancing 
from  the  cover  of  the  woods,)  pressed  on  to  pass 
round  our  ri^ht  flank,  and  get  possession  of^  the 
breastworks  in  our  rear.  This  oeing  apparent  to 
the  two  right  regiments,  (First  and  Orr's  rifles,) 
they  fell  back  to  the  line  of  breastworks,  and  con- 
tinued to  fi^ht  the  enemy,  who,  if  they  had  pushed 
vigorously  forward,  could  at  once  have  driven  us 
out,  as  that  portion  of  the  works  was  unoccupied 
for  some  time,  but  such  a  deadly  fire  was  poured 
into  them  whenever  they  showed  themselves  that 
their  immediate  advance  was  checked.  While 
fighting  at  the  breastworks,  I  learned  that  Colonel 
Edwards,  Thirteenth  regiment  South  Carolina 
volunteers,  had  assumed  command  of  the  brigade. 
From  him  I  did  not  receive  many  orders,  as  he 
was,  I  regret  to  say,  soon  very  severely  wounded ; 
as  likewise  my  gallant  young  subaltern,  Lieuten- 
ant James  T.  rroctor,  (company  C,  First  regiment,) 
whom  I  had  just  before  detailed  to  act  as  his  A. 
A.  General,  who,  after  a  very  few  moments  of  duty 
lost  his  leg.  We-  had  not  fought  for  any  great 
length  of  time,  when  a  portion  of  Major-General 
Trimble's  division,  commanded  by  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Colston,  came  to  reenforce  us  on  the  ri^ht, 
but  from  their  hesitancy  in  taking  the  position, 
and  encumbering  us  in  the  rear,  they  were  but  of 
little  use,  and  the  enemy  soon  commenced  pour- 
ing over  the  breastworKs  on  our  right.  Mv  regi- 
ment (First  South  Carolina  volunteers)  and  Orr's 
rifle  regiment  being  out  of  ammunition,  without 
the  means  of  replenishing  it,  and  our  flank  ex- 
posed by  the  enemy  occupying  the  line  (the  pro- 


longation of  ours)  to  the  right,  it  was  deemed 
best  to  retire  for  the  time,  which  was  done.  Fall- 
ing back  a  short  distance  to  a  road  in  rear,  as 
commander  of  my  own  regiment,  I  found  Briga- 
dier-General Colston  rallying  some  of  his  own 
troops  {  to  him  I  reportea,  asking  that  my  regi- 
ment might  be  supplied  with  ammunition,  which 
was  furnished  me.  The  rifle  regiment  (Orr^s) 
soon  joined  me.  Here  I  learned  for  the  first  time 
that  Colonel  Edwards  was  wounded.  I  assumed 
command  of  that  portion  of  the  brigade  which  was 
with  me,  and  soon  resumed  the  advance.  Find- 
ing the  breastworks  occupied  by  our  own  troops,  I 
was  ordered,  by  Brigadier-General  Colston,  to 
march  the  portion  of  the  brigade  which  had  joined 
me  across  the  plank  road,  and  occupied  the  posi- 
tion commanding  the  flank  of  the  une  of  breast- 
works held  by  our  troops ;  here  I  took  position, 
and  remained  under  an  irregular  but  severe  fire 
of  shells  for  two  hours,  expecting  every  moment 
to  be  engaged  with  the  infantry  of  the  enemy,  as 
scattering  DuUets  v^re  occasionally  reaching  us, 
and  sometimes  heavy  firing  was  beard  immedi- 
ately in  our  front ;  gradually  the  fire  slackened.  I 
was  left  without  further  orders,  and  finding  the 
brigade  of  Brigadier-General  Pender  in  my  rear, 
moving  out  into  the  plank  road,  I  reported  to  him 
for  orders,  and  learned  that  he  was  in  command 
of  the  light  division,  both  Major-General  A.  P. 
Ilill  and  Brigadier-General  Ueth  having  been 
slightly  wounded.  After  a  short  time  we  received 
our  rations,  replenished  our  ammunition,  and  be- 
ing rejoined  by  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  which  had 
been  with  Colonel  A.  Perrin,  Fourteenth  regiment 
South  Carolina  volunteers,  I  marched  the  brigade, 
under  orders  of  Brigadier-General  Pender,  to  a  po- 
sition on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  and  was  estab- 
lished on  the  front  line  of  his  division,  facing  east- 
ward, (on  Sunday  afternoon,  third  instant,)  holding, 
as  he  informed  me,  the  key  of  his  position,  and  which 
I  was  ordered  by  him  to  hold  at  all  hazards  and 
to  the  last  extremity. 

Throwing  out  skirmishers  to  the  front,  and  cov- 
ering my  entire  line,  we  prepared  to  bivouac,  and 
obtain  such  rest  as  we  might  in  a  swamp,  with 
dead,  dying,  and  roasted  Ta&ees,  Tthe  woods  hav- 
ing taken  fire  just  after  the  battle  of  that  day, 
third  instant,)  but  our  rest  wjis  constantly  inter- 
rupted by  our  skirmishers  becoming  engaged  with 
those  of  the  enemy. 

On  Monday,  the  fourth,  I  was  ordered  to  re- 
move the  brigade  to  a  position  in  rear  of  the  one 
held  by  me  during  the  afternoon  and  night  before. 
Here  I  had  breastworks  rapidly  thrown  up,  six 
companies  covering  my  front  as  skirmishers,  and 
scouts  sent  out  to  reconnoitre  the  position  of  the 
enemy.  From  these  scouts  I  learned,  early  in  the 
evening,  that  the  enemy  were  making  no  demon- 
stration on  their  right  and  in  my  front.  During 
this  night  I  could  hear  the  moving  of  the  artilleir 
and  wagon  trains  down  towards  Banks's  Fora, 
and  so  reported  it  to  Brigadier-General  Pender, 
with  my  impression  that  they  were  moving  off, 
which  subsequent  events  proved  to  be  correct. 
Nothing  of  further  moment  occurred,  beyond  our 
pushing  my  skirmishers,  by  a  wheel  of  weir  line 
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to  the  leity  upon  and  against  the  right  flank  of 
those  of  the  enemy. 

I  beg  to  speak  of  the  efficiency  of  Major  Croft, 
Fourteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers.  Major 
Hunt,  Thirteenth  South  Qirolina  volunteers,  and 
Captains  Butler  and  Haskell,  of  First  regiment 
South  Carolina  volunteers,  and  Captain  Duncan, 
Thirteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
while  respectively  in  command  of  skirmishers. 
To  Captain  T.  P.  Ashton,  First  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  who  acted  as  my  Assistant 
Adjutant-General,  I  feel  myself  under  great  obli- 
gations for  his  untiring  zeal  and  efficiency.  He 
was  ready  at  all  hours  to  go  to  any  position,  either 
to  the  skirmishers  in  front  or  along  the  line ;  his 
calm,  courageous  bearing  won  my  admiration  and 
esteem,  and  to  his  intelligence  ana  ready  perception 
of  his  duties  my  labors,  which  would  have  oeen 
arduous  in  being  placed  suddenly  in  command  of 
the  brigade,  were  lightened  by  his  aid. 

After  remaining  at  our  intrenched  position,  we 
marched  off  on  Wednesday,  the  sixth  instant, 
and  returned  to  this  camp  on  Thursday,  seventh 
instant. 

It  remains  now  but  to  speak  of  our  losses. 
They  were  heavy,  (lists  of  which  have  already 
been  forwarded  to  division  headquarters,  Briga- 
dier-General Pender,^  and  among  them  I  regret 
to  announce  the  death  of  Colonel  James  M.  Per- 
rin,  Orr's  rifle  regiment,  who  was  mortally  wound- 
ed while  gallanUy  fighting  his  regiment  at  the 
breastworks,  on  Sunday,  third  May.  Colonel 
Perrin  was  one  of  the  captains  of  my  old  regi- 
ment, ^First  South  Carolina  volunteers,)  and  on 
duty  with  me  in  South  Carolina  previous  to  my 
coming  to  Virginia,  in  1861.  Since  then  he  has, 
at  various  times,  been  under  my  command.  A 
more  zealous  or  efficient  officer  could  not  have 
been  found  in  this  command.  Noble,  brave,  and 
pious,  he  lived  to  win  the  admiration  and  esteem 
of  his  friends,  and  we  will  trust  died  to  receive  the 
reward  of  a  life  spent  in  the  strict  discharge  of 
every  duty. 

I  beg  to  enclose  the  reports  of  the  Thirteenth, 
First,  Fourteenth,  and  Orr's  rifles.  South  Carolina 
volunteers.  The  Twelfth  regiment.  South  Caro- 
lina volunteers,  was  not  engaged  in  the  battle, 
but  was  detailed  as  a  guard  to  prisoners,  and,  on 
Monday,  the  fourth  May,  was  sent  off  to  Rich- 
mond, with  upwards  of  two  thousand  prisoners, 
and  did  not  return  to  the  brigade  until  two  days 
after  our  return  to  this  camp. 

I  am.  Captain,  very  respeetfuUy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  Hamilton, 

Colonel,  oomaundiog  Second  Brigade,  Li^ht  Dlrlalon. 

SSPOET  OF  COLONEL  BROCKBNBROUGH. 

Headquaktebs  Heth's  Brigade,  { 

Hay  18,  1863.     { 

R,  H,  Finney^  A,  A.  O.  Light  Division : 

Captain  *.  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  this  brigade 
during  the  late  battles  of  the  second  and  third  of 
May,  in  the  vicinity  of  Chancellorsville.  .  Leaving 
Hamilton's  Crossmg  at  early  dawn  on  the  first. 


the  brigade  halted  at  seven  o'clock  p.  M.,  on  the 
plank  road,  about  one  mile  east  of  Chancellors- 
ville. The  advanced  trooos  of  our  corps  had  en- 
countered the  enemy  near  Salem  Church,  and  with 
sliffht  resistance  they  fled  to  their  works.*  At  ten 
o'clock  on  Uie  following  morning,  leaving  the  turn- 
pike to  our  right  and  moving  upon  the  old  fiomace 
road,  we  turned  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  and 
at  five  and  a  half  o'clock  P.  M.  reached  the  plank 
road  again,  about  four  miles  west  of  Chancellors- 
ville, and  in  their  rear.  Here  we  formed  line  of 
battle  and  commenced  a  rapid  advance,  this  bri- 
gade occupying  the  second  line.  Our  approach 
m  that  direction  seemed  to  take  by  surprise  and 
create  a  considerable  panic  among  the  enemy,  who, 
notwithstanding  Ihey  occupied  superior  natural 
positions,  strengthened  by  works  of  magnitude, 
fled  at  our  approach,  night  alone  giving  them 
quarter.  We  pursued  them  within  tnree  fourths 
of  a  mile  of  Chancellorsville.  The  rapid  flight  of 
the  enemy,  the  eagerness  of  our  pursuit,  the  tan- 
gled wilderness  through  which  we  had  marched, 
and  the  darkness  of  the  night,  created  tuuch  con- 
fusion in  our  ranks,  which  at  this  point  was  in- 
creased by  a  deadly  fire  poured  into  our  ranks  by 
friends  and  foes  from  our  right,  left,  and  front. 
Artillery,  with  their  caissons,  occupied  the  road 
abreast  of  us.  and,  without  drivers,  dashed  headlong 
through  our  ranks.  Under  these  circumstances 
our  troops  halted,  and  the  chase  ended  for  the 
night.  During  the  night  the  enemy  was  not  idle, 
but  worked  like  beavers  in  erecting  the  most  for- 
midable barricades  and  breastworks,  thus  partially 
relieving  themselves  of  the  panic  of  the  previous 
evening,  and  determining  them  to  give  battle. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  third,  me  brigade, 
by  General  Heth's  order,  was  again  deployed  in 
line  of  battle,  extending  on  either  side  of  the  road, 
the  Fortieth  and  Forty-seventh  Virginia  regiments 
on  the  right,  following  General  Lane's  brigade ; 
the  Fifty-mUi  and  Twen^-seoond  Virginia  on  the 
left,  supporting  General  Pender.  The  ad^cance  of 
our  leadins  Ime  became  irregular,  and  the  turn- 
pike, which  separated  the  bri^de,  being  much 
more  elevated  than  the  ground  upon  either  aide, 
the  interval  between  the  two  portions  became  so 
considerable  as  not  to  be  seen  the  one  by  the 
other.  Being  in  close  proximity  to  the  enemy, 
our  advance  line  in  a  few  minutes  became  hotly 
engaged,  and  we  were  exposed  to  the  most  deadly 
fire  I  have  ever  experienced.  Very  soon  the 
troops  in  advance  were  forced  back  through  our 
lines,  leaving  us  without  support  on  either  flank. 
The  two  regiments  on  the  left  of  the  road  had  by 
this  time  moved  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  intrenchments,  and  while  fiercely  en- 
gaging them,  had  their  left  turned  and  wero  com- 
pelled to  retire.  The  two  regiments  on  the  right 
remained  in  their  position,  awaiting  support  to 
charge  the  enemy's  works.  Finding  no  one  dis- 
posed to  move,  though  many  thousands  had  taken 
shelter  behind  the  muricade,  our  line  was  formed, 
and  being  joined  by  about  twelve  hundred  troops 
of  diflerent  brigades,  we  led  the  second  charge. 
Upon  reaching  tne  edge  of  the  field,  these  troops, 
with  a  yell,  increased  their  speed  to  a  double  quick, 
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and,  sucli  was  the  impetuosity  of  the  charge,  that 
the  enemy's  resistance,  though  fierce  and  oloodv, 
was  of  short  duration.  We  soon  triumphantly 
mounted  their  intrenchments,  completely  routing 
them  firom  a  position  from  which  it  is  almost  im- 

Sossible  to  conceive  how  an  army  could  be  driven. 
In  gaining  the  works,  we  discovered  the  field 
ntercdly  crowded  with  men  fiying  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  poured  into  them  a  deadly  fire.  Occu- 
pying this  position  about  two  minutes,  we  dis- 
covered troops  advancing  through  the  woods  upon 
our  left,  ana  supposed  they  were  friends  till  a 
volley  fired  into  our  left  and  rear  removed  the 
delusion.  Their  numbers  and  position  being  vastly 
superior  to  ours,  and  unsupported  on  our  left,  we 
were  again  forced  to  retire.  As  soon  as  our  artil- 
lery shelled  this  piece  of  woods,  we  advanced  a 
third  line  and  held  the  position.  Artillery  now 
coming  to  our  support,  soon  silenced  the  enemy's 
batteries,  (which  had  harassed  us  during  the  en- 
tire day,)  and  forced  them  to  abandon,  in  ^eat 
confusion,  their  strong  and  weU-selected  position, 
.to  take  shelter  in  the  wilderness  and  retreat  to- 
wards the  river. 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  brigade  in  killed  and 
wounded  amounted  to  thirty-three  ofiicers  and 
two  hundred  and  seventy  enlisted  men.  Could 
aught  repay  us  for  the  noble  spirits  who  have 
fallen,  we  would  find  consolation  in  the  glorioua 
victory  achieved ;  but  our  little  brigade,  and  the 
entire  corps,  will  long  miss  and  mourn  the  loss  of 
the  experienced  and  gallant  dead.  With  few  ex- 
ceptions, the  bearing  and  conduct  of  officers  and 
men  were  unexceptionable. 
Very  respectluUv, 

Your  ooedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Beockenbbouoh, 

Colonel,  commandiDg^  Brigade. 


BBFORT  OF  COLONEL  BALPWIN. 

Obonakcb  Office,  Abmt  of  Kobtksrn  Tirotnia,  ) 

May  20,  1.S63.      { 

Brigadier- General  B.  H»  ChiUon,  Adjutant  and 

Inspector- Oeneralf  A.  N.  V, : 

Sl& :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following 
as  the  principal  captures  in  tne  recent  engage- 
ments near  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville : 

Artillery,  —  Five  twelve-pounder  Napoleons  ; 
seven  three-inch  rifies ;  one  ten-pounder  Farrott ; 
nine  caissons ;  four  rear  parts  of  caissons ;  three 
battery  waffons;  two  forges;  fifteen  hundred 
rounds  artillery  ammunition ;  a  large  lot  of  artil- 
lery harness,  a  large  lot  of  wheels,  axles,  ammu- 
nition, chests,  &C. 

Infantry.  —  Twenty-nine  thousand  five  hundred 
collected,  ten  thousand  admitted  dropped  by  our 
men,  nineteen  thousand  five  hundrra  captured ; 
nineteen  thousand  five  hundred  muskets  and 
rifles ;  eight  thousand  cartridge  boxes ;  four  thou- 
sand cap  pouches ;  eleven  thousand  five  hundred 
knapsacks;  three  hundred  thousand  rounds  in- 
fantry ammunition. 

I  nave  carefuUy  confined  myself  to  what  has 
been  reported  as  collected  and  counted.  This,  of 
course,  is  considerably  less  than  the  amount  ac- 
tually captured,  as  a  number  of  unarmed  men  sup- 
plied themselves  with  arms,  aocoutrementa,  &c., 
and  the  army,  generallv,  helped  themselves  from 
the  cartridge-boxes  of  the  enemy.  Ako  every  day 
small  lots  of  muskets  and  rifles  are  brought  in  ; 
and,  without  doubt,  quite  a  number  of  arms,  &c., 
are  retained  in  rep^mental  ordnance  wagons,  for 
further  contingencies,  and  not  reported.  A  large 
quantity  of  lead  has  been  and  is  now  being  col- 
lected urom  the  battle-fields.  Respectfully  sub- 
mitted, Brisgob  G.  Baldwin, 

Lloatcnant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Ordnazuse,  A.  X.  T. 


List  of  Casualties  in  the  Battle  of  CJianceltorsrille,  May  2d  and  Sd,  1863. 


COVMAXD. 


Lieat.-Gen.Tbo0.  J.  Jackaon, .  < 
Captain  J.  K.  Boawell,  engineer 

department, 

Signal  corpa, 

General's  escort} 

Fifth  Louisiana, 

Sixth  Itonisiana,   ....... 

Seventh  Louisiana, 

Eighth  Louisiana,    ...... 

Kinth  Louisiana, 

Captain  J.  Mitchell,  ▲.  A.  G., 

Gordon's  brigade, 

Thirteenth  Georgia 

Twenty-sixth  Georgia,.  •  .  • 

Thirty-first  Georgia, 

Thirty -eighth  Geoi^a, .... 

Sixtieth  Georgia, 

Sixty-first  Georgia, 

BriofAdier-Gon.  ft.  F.  Hoke, .  . 
Sixth  North  Carolina,    .... 
Twenty-first  North  Carolina, . 
Twenty-fourth  North  Carolina, 
Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina, 
First  North  CaroUna  battalion, 

Thirteenth  Virginia, 

Forty-ninth  Virginia,  .... 
Fifty-second  Virginia,  .... 
Filty-ei&;hth  Virginia,  .... 
Major-Gcneral  A.  P.  HUl,    .  . 

Captain  Forbes, 

General's  escort, 
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Lut  of  Cawdltiea  —  caniinued. 


GOMMAXD. 


Bricadler-Genena  H.  Heth, .  . 
Fony-neTenth  Vlrsinlt,    .  •  . 

Fifty-fiOliVlrgUiia 

Twenty-secooH  Va.  battalion, . 

Fortieth  Virginia. 

Brigadier-General  McQowan, . 
CaptjUQ  Uaakell,  A.  A.  O.,  .  . 

First  Sonth  Carolina, 

Orr*a  Kiflea, 

Twelfth  South  Carolina.  .  •  . 
Thirteenth  South  Carolina,  •  . 
Fourteenth  South  Carolina,  •  . 
Fourteenth  Georgia,   ..... 


Thlrty-fllth  Georgia,  ..... 

Forty-fifth  Georgia, 

Forty -ninth  Georgia, 

Seventeenth  North  Carolina, . 
Elghtckmth  North  Carolina,    . 
Twenty-eighth  North  Carolina, 
Thirty-thhrd  North  Carolina, . 
Thir^serenth  North  Carolina, 

First  Tennessee, 

SeTcnth  Tenneaaee,  .  .  .  •  • 
Fourteenth  Tennessee,  .  •  •  • 
Fifth  Alabama  battalion,  .  •  . 

Thirteenth  Alabama, 

General  Trimble's  staf,    .  .  • 

Pioneer  Conpa, 

Tenth  Vir«niiia, 

Twenty  •third  Virginia, .... 
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LiHof  CauwMu — cofUmiieeL 
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Nlnfb  Alabama, 

Tenth  Alahmna,    • 
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Doc.  32. 

BATTLE  OF  KELLEYSVILLB. 

BEPORT  OF  MAJOBp«ENERAL  STUABT. 

Hbadquabters  Cavalbt  Dinsioir,  \ 
Army  of  Northern  Va.,  March  25, 1863.    ) 

Brigadier- Oeneral  R.  E.  Chiltont  A.  A,  and  L 
O.f  Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 
QENEB.iL:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  here- 
with the  very  graphic  report  of  Brigadier-Oen- 
eral  Fitzhugh  Lee,  of  the  hattle  of  SLelleysTille, 
March  seventeenth,  hetween  his  brigade  and  a 
division  of  the  enemy's  cavahry.  There  is  little 
to  be  said  in  addition.  The  dispositions  made 
for  meeting  this  anticipated  raid  were  sufficient 
to  have  prevented  or  very  much  retarded  the 
crossing  of  the  Rappahannock  at  Kelleysville. 
The  report  shows  wherein  these  dispositions  failed 
of  their  object  The  brieade,  however,  under  its 
noble  chief,  so  redeemed  the  day  hy  an  exhibi- 
tion of  the  most  extraordinary  heroism,  that  we 
are  half  disposed  to  lose  sight  of  the  picket  failure 
in  the  outset. 

Being  charged   by  the  commanding  General 
speciaUy  with  the  preparations  to  meet  otoneman. 


I  was  present  on  the  occasion,  beoaiue  of  the  re- 
sponsioility  which  would  necessarily  attach  to  me 
for  what  was  done ;  but,  having  approved  of  Gen* 
eral  Fitzhufh  Lee's  plans,  I  determined  not  to 
interfere  with  his  command  of  the  brigade  as  long 
as  it  was  commanded  entirely  to  my  satisfaction, 
and  I  took  special  pride  in  witnessing  its  gallant 
conduct  under  its  accomplished  leader.  The  de- 
feat was  decided,  and  the  enemy,  broken  and 
demoralized,  retired,  under  cover  of  darkness,  to 
his  place  of  refuge  —  the  main  army  —  having 
abandoned  in  defeat  an  expedition  oommenoed 
with  boasting  and  vainglonoas  ,  demonstradoo. 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  congratu- 
latory orders  from  division  and  brigade  headquar- 
ters, and  an  order  announcing  to  the  division  the 
death  of  the  lamented  and  noble  Felham.  I  was 
especially  indebted  to  him  for  his  usual  gallant 
services,  and  to  Captain  Harry  Gilmer,  Twelflh 
Virginia  cavalry,  who  accompanied  me  as  volun- 
teer stafil  Major  Louis  F.  TerriU,  the  court-mar- 
tial to  which  he  belonged  having  taken  recess, 
buckled  on  his  sword  with  very  commendable 
zeal,  and  came  to  the  field,  where  he  acquitted 
himself  with  credit,  both  as  an  artillerist  and  as 
staff  officer.    I  cordially  concur  with  the  Briga- 
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COXMAB    . 
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dier-General  oommandiiig.m  the  high  praise  be- 
llowed by  him  on  Colonel  T.  L.  Jbtosser,  Fifth 
'Virginia  cavaliy,  who,  though  severely  wounded  at 
two  p.  M.,  remaiiied  in  oomroand  at  the  head  of 
his  regiment  till  the  day  was  won,  and  msht  put 
ID  end  to  further  operations ;  on  Colonel  James 
H.  Drake,  First  Virginia  caTalry,  who  led  his  regi- 
ment in  a  brilliant  <mar^  upon  the  enemy's  flank, 
routing  and  pursuing  him  to  his  stronghold ;  on 
the  lamented  Puller  and  Ins  comrades  mllen ;  on 
limitenant  Hill  Carter,  Third  Virginia  cavalry, 
and  Peter  Fontaine,  Fourth  Virginia  cavalry, 
whose  individual  prowess  attracted  my  personal 
attention  and  remark,  the  latter  receiving  a  severe 
wound ;  on  the  very  efficient  staff  of  General  Lee, 
enumerated  in  his  renort,  and  the  many  others  to 
whom  the  seventeentn  of  March  will  ever  be  the 
proudest  of  days. 

Brigadier-General  Fits  Lee  exhibited  in  the 
operations  antecedent  to  and  consequent  upon 
the  enemy^s  crossing  the  sagacity  of  a  successful 
Genenl,  and,  under  the  blessing  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, we  are  indebted  to  bis  prompt  and  vigorous 
action,  and  the  determined  bravery  of  his  men, 
for  this  signal  victory,  which,  when  the  odds  are 
considered,  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  achieve- 
ments of  the  war.  General  Lee's  command  in 
action  being  less  than  ei^t  hunted. 

Host  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  £.  B.  Stuabt. 
Ibyor-Geneial,  commaiwUng. 

HSADQUARTSRS  CAVALRY  DIVISION,  i 

Abmt  of  Kobtrbbw  Ya.,  March  20, 1868.     ) 

Oeneral  Orders,  No.  9. 

The  Major-General  commanding  approaches 
with  reluctance  the  painfnl  duty  of  announcing  to 
the  division  its  irreparable  loss  in  the  death  of 
Major  John  Pelham,  commanding  the  horse  artil- 
lery. Me  fell,  mortally  wounded,  in  the  battle  of 
Kelieysville,  March  seventeenth,  with  the  battle- 
cry  on  his  lips,  and  the  fight  of  victory  beaming 
from  his  eye. 

To  you,  his  comrades,  it  is  needless  to  dwell 
upon  what  you  have  so  often  witnessed  —  his 
orowess  in  action,  already  proveibiaL  You  well 
Know,  though  young  in  years,  a  mere  stripling  in 
appearance,  remarkable  fbr  his  genuine  modesty 
of  deportment,  he  yet  disclosed  on  the  battle-field 
the  conduct  of  a  veteran,  and  displayed  in  his 
handsome  person  the  most  imperturoable  coolness 
in  danger.  His  eye  had  glanced  on  every  battle- 
field of  this  army,  from  the  first  Manassas  to  the 
moment  of  his  death,  and  he  was,  with  a  single 
exception,  a  brilliaBt  actor  in  alL  The  memory 
of  the  gtdlani  Pdham,  his  many  manly  virtues, 
his  noble  nature  and  purity  of  character,  is  en- 
•brined  as  a  sacred  legacy  in  the  hearts  of  all  who 
knew  him.  His  record  has  been  bright  and  spot- 
lets,  his  career  brilliant  and  successful.  He  fbll 
the  noUest  of  sacrifices  on  the  altar  of  his  coun- 
tijt  to  whose  glorious  service  he  had  devoted  his 
life  from  the  beginning  of  the  war.  In  token  of 
respect  for  his  imerished  memory  the  horse  artil- 
lery and  division  staff  will  wear  the  military  badge 
of  mourning  for  thirty  days,  and  the  senior  officer 
of  the  staff,  Major  Von  Borck,  will  place  his  re- 


mains in  the  possession  of  his  bereaved  family,  to 
'Whom  is  tendered,  in  behalf  of  the  division,  the 
assurance  of  the  heartfelt  sympathy  in  this  deep 
tribulation.  In  mourning  his  aeparture  from  his 
accustomed  post  of  honor  on  the  field,  let  us  strive 
to  imitate  his  virtues,  and  trust  that  what  is  loss 
to  us  may  be  more  than  gain  to  him. 
By  command  of  Maj.-Oen.  J.  £.  B.  Stuabt. 

R.  Channino  Price, 

Xalor,  sad  Asdttant  A4)tttant-Genend. 

BEPOBT  OF  BRIGADISB-GENBRAIi  FITZ  LBE. 

Hbasquabtebs  Lsb*s  Cavalbt  Bbioade,  i 

March  23, 1868.     ( 

General  B,  E.  ChiUon,  A.  A.  G.andA.L  (7., 

A.N.  v.: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  an  encounter  on  Uie  seventeenth  instant 
between  my  brigade  and  a  division  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  certaimy  not  less  than  three  thousand 
mounted  men,  with  a  battery  of  artillery : 

My  first  intimation  of  their  approach  was  in  a 
telegram  received  at  eleven  A.  if.,  on  the  sixteenth, 
fh>m  headquarters  Army  Northern  Virginia.  At 
six  P.  M.  scouts  reported  them  at  Morrisville,  a 
little  place  six  miles  from  Kelley's  Ford.  At  one 
A.  M.,  another  report  informed  me  that  the  enemy 
had  encamped  at  that  place,  coming  from  three 
different  directions.  I  that  night  reenforced  my 
picket  of  twenty  sharpshooters  by  forty  more.  1 
regret  to  say  that  only  about  eleven  or  twelve  of 
them  got  into  the  rifle-pits  in  time  for  the  attack 
of  the  enemy,  (owing  to  an  unnecessary  delay  in 
cairyine  their  horses  to  the  rear,)  wnich  com- 
menced about  five  A.  ic 

The  force  in  the  pits  under  Captain  James 
Breckinridge,  of  the  Second,  behaved  very  gal- 
lantly, holmng  in  check  a  large  force  of  the  enemv, 
mounted  and  dismounted,  for  an  hour  and  a  half, 
killing  and  wounding  thirty  or  forty  of  them.  I 
also  ordered  the  remaining  sharpshooters  of  the 
brigade  under  that  very  efficient  officer.  Major 
Morgan,  First  Virginia,  to  move  from  their  camps 
by  daybreak,  to  a  point  on  the  railroad,  where  tne 
road  turns  to  Kelley's,  half  a  mile  from  the  rail- 
road bridge,  and  three  and  a  half  from  Kelley's ; 
and  the  rest  of  the  command  was  ordered  to  be 
in  readiness  to  move  at  the  shortest  notice.  At 
that  time  a  force  was  reported  to  be  at  Bealeton, 
supposed  to  be  their  advance  guard,  and  it  was 
uncertain  whether  thev  would  attempt  to  cross  at 
Kelley's,  the  railroad  oridge,  or  move  on  towards 
Warrenton. 

The  report  that  the  enemy's  attack  was  made  at 
Kellev's  never  reached  me ;  and  the  first  intima- 
tion I  received  from  that  point  was  at  half  past 
seven  A.  U.,  to  the  effect  that  they  had  succeeded 
in  crossing,  capturing  twenty-five  of  my  sharp- 
shooters, who  were  unable  to  reach  their  horses. 
I  moved  my  command  at  once  down  the  railroad 
taking  up  a  position  to  await  their  approach^ 
ordering  my  baggage  wagons  and  disabled  horses 
to  the  rear,  towards  Rapidan  station.  Some  time 
elapsing,  and  they  not  advancing,  t  determined 
to  move  upon  them,  and  marched  immediately 
for  Kelley's.    First  met  the  enemy  half  a  mile 
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this  side  of  the  ford,  and  at  once  charged  them. 
Their  position  was  a  very  strong  one,  sheltered 
by  woods,  and  a  longt  high  stone  fence,  running 
at  right  angles  to  my  advance.  My  men,  un- 
able to  cross  the  fence  and  ditch  in  their  front 
wheeled  about,  delivering  their  fire  almost  in  the 
faces  of  the  enemy,  and  re-formed  again,  &cine 
about,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  their  artillery  and 
small  arms.  The  Third,  in  this  charge,  was  in 
front,  and  First  Lieutenant  Hill  Carter  was  very 
conspicuous  in  his  behavior. 

From  that  time  it  was  a  succession  of  gallant 
charges  by  the  various  regiments,  and  once  by 
,  the  whole  brigade  in  line,  whenever  the  enemy 
would  show  lus  mounted  men,  (they  invariablv 
falling  back  upon  his  artillery,)  and  .shelterea, 
dismounted  skirmishers.  Their  total  advance 
was  two  miles  from  the  ford.  At  that  time  my 
artillery  arrived,  and  they  were  driven  back,  re- 
crossing  the  river  about  half  past  seven,  with  us 
in  close  pursuit 

My  whole  command  acted  nobly.  Sabres  were 
freouently  crossed,  and  fences  charged  up  to ;  the 
leaaing  men  dismounting  and  pulling  them  down, 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  canister,  grape,  and  carbine 
balls.  Had  f  my  command  in  the  order  it  arrived 
in  this  enervating  section  of  country,  and  not 
weakened  by  the  absence  of  four  squadrons 
on  picket,  guarding  a  line  stretching  from  Grif- 
finsDurg  on  the  Sperryville  turnpike  to  Richard  s 
Ford,  and«by  the  large  number  of  horses  unfit  for 
duty  by  exposure  to  the  severe  winter,  with  a  very 
limited  supply  of  forage,  I  feel  confident  the  de- 
feat of  the  enemy  would  have  been  changed  into 
a  disorderiy  rout,  and  the  whole  brigade  resup- 
plied  with  horses,  saddles,  and  bridles. 

Commanding  officers  of  the  detachments  from 
the  various  regiments  engaf;ed  mention,  in  their 
reports,  as  deserving  special  attention:  In  the 
Fifth,  private  Wm.  J.  Uaynes,  company  F,  badly 
wounded ;  private  A.  K.  Harwood,  company  £ ; 
private  Henry  Wooding,  company  C,  especially 
commended,  seized  the  colors  when  the  horse  of 
the  color>bearer  was  shot,  and  carried  them 
bravely  through  the  fight ;  Sergeants  Morecock 
and  Ratclifie,  and  private  Oeor^e  James,  com- 
pany H.  In  the  Fourth,  Captains  Newton  and 
Old,  Lieutenant  Hobson  and  Adjutant  Fontaine, 
seriously  wounded.  Serjeant  &imborough,  of 
company  G,  deserves  particular  notice :  wounded 
early  in  the  day,  he  refifsed  to  leave  the  field. 
In  tne  last  charge,  he  was  the  first  to  spring  to 
the  ground  to  open  the  fence ;  then  dashing  on 
at  the  head  of  toe  column,  he  was  twice  sabred 
over  the  head,  his  arm  shattered  by  a  bullet,  cap- 
tured and  carried  over  the  river,  when  he  escaped 
and  walked  back,  twelve  miles,  to  his  camp. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Payne,  commanding,  also 
mentions  privates  Joseph  Gilman,  J.  R.  Gilman, 
Poin dexter.  Redd,  Sydnbr,  Terry,  and  N.  Priddy. 
In  the  Third,  Captain  Collins,  company  H ;  Lieu- 
tenants Hill  Carter  and  John  Lamb,  of  company 
D ;  Lieutenant  Stamper,  of  company  F ;  Lieuten- 
ant R.  F.  Hubbard,  company  G ;  and  first  Lieu- 
tenant Hall,  of  company  C,  was  twice  wounded, 
before  he  desisted  from  the  charge,  and  when 


retiring,  received  a  third  and  still  more  severs 
wound,  and  was  unable  to  leave  the  field.  Adju- 
tant H.  B.  McClellan  is  also  particularly  com- 
mended for  his  gallantry.  Acting  Sergeant- 
Major,  £.  W.  Price,  company  K,  private  Keech, 
company  I,  and  bu^ler-ariillDg  Seiigeant  Betts, 
of  company  C ;  privates  Young,  company  B, 
Fowler,  company  G,  and  Wilkins,  company  C, 
died  as  became  brave  men,  in  the  front  of  the 
charge,  at  the  head  of  the  oolumn. 

In  the  Second,  the  oommanding  efiicer  reports, 
where  so  many  behaved  themselves  with  so  much 
gallantry  he  does  not  like  to  discnmiiiate. 

In  the  First,  Captain  Jordan*  company  C,  and 
Lieutenant  Cecil,  company  K,  specially  commend- 
ed for  reckless  daring,  without  a  paralleL  As 
coming  under  my  own  observation,  I  particularly 
noticed  Colonel  T.  L.  Rosser,  of  the  Fifth,  and 
his  habitual  coolness  and  daring,  charging  at  the 
head  of  his  regiment  Colonel  James  Drake,  of 
the  First,  always  ready  at  the  right  time  and  place. 
Colonel  T.  H.  Owen,  of  the  Third,  beg^ng  to  be 
allowed  to  charge  again  and  again.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  W.  H.  Payne,  of  the  F'ourth,  unmindful 
of  his  former  dreadful  wound,  using  his  sabre 
with  efiect  in  hand-to-hand  conflict,  and  the  im- 
perturbable, seli-possessed  Major  Breckinri<ke, 
of  the  Second,  whose  boldness  led  him  to  far  mat 
he  was  captured,  his  horse  beinff  shot  Colonel 
T.  L.  Manford,  of  the  Second,  I  regret  to  say, 
was  president  of  a  court  martial  in  Culpeper 
Court-House,  and  did  not  know  of  the  action  in 
time  to  join  his  command  until  the  ^ht  was 
nearly  over.  I  also  recommend  for  tl&ir  be- 
havior, Captain  Tebbs^  of  the  Second,  and  Captain 
Litchfield  and  Lieutenant  Dorsey,  of  the  First; 
also  Major  W.  D.  Morgan,  of  Uie  FirsL 

My  personal  stafi",  Major  Mason,  Captains 
Fergusson  and  Bowling,  Dr.  J.  B.  Fontaine,  and 
Lieutenants  Lee,  Byals,  and  Minnegerode,  ren- 
dered ^eat  service  by  their  accurate  and  a  quick 
transmission  of  orders,  and  by  their  conduct 
under  fire.  Surgeon  Fontaine's  hone  was  killed 
under  him,  and  my  own  horse  was  iJso  shot; 
but,  through  the  generosity  of  private  Jolm  H. 
Owinss,  company  K,  First  Virginia  cavalry,  at 
tached  to  my  headquarters,  was  quickly  replaoed 
by  his. 

The  conduct  of  couriers  Owings,  Lee,  Nightin- 
gale, and  Henry  Shackelford,  deserves  the  highest 
praise.  The  enemy's  loss  was  heavy.  Besides 
leaving  a  number  of  hia  dead  and  wounded  on 
the  field,  he  carried  off  a  large  number  on  horses 
and  in  ambulances.  We  captured  twenty-nine 
prisoners  —  a  captain,  two  lieutenants,  and  twenty- 
six  privates.  My  own  loss  was  eleven  killed, 
eighty-eight  wounded,  and  thirty-four  tsdien  pris- 
oners, making  an  aggregate  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-three.  In  horses,  seventy*one  killed,  eighty- 
seven  wounded,  twelve  ci^tured,  making  an 
aggregate  loss  of  horses  one  hundred  and  seventy. 

Among  the  killed,  I  deeply  regret  to  repeat 
Maior  Puller,  of  the  Fifth,  and  Lieutenant  Harria, 
of  tne  Fourth.  Both  gallant  and  l%hly  efficient  of- 
ficers—a heavy  loss  to  their  regiments  and  country. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  especicUiy  to  state  that 


DOCUMENTS. 


815 


Mqfor-Oeneral  J,  E.  B,  Stuart  joined  me  before 
the  fight  commenced,  vfka  on  the  field  ^e  whole 
day,  assisted  immensely  by  his  sagacious  couti" 
sdSf  large  experience,  and  by  his  usSicil  daring  and 
conspicuous  example,  in  turning  the  fortunes  of 
the  dav  in  our  &Tor.  We  share  with  him  the 
anguish  and  deep  grief  felt  at  the  loss  of  the 
noble  Felham  or  his  staff — an  officer  of  the 
brightest  promises  for  the  future.  Major  Ternll, 
of  General  Stuart's  staff,  besides  being  active  on 


the  field,  assisted  the  gallant  Breathed  in  the 
management  of  the  artilTerv. 

Captain  Gilmer,  Twelfln  Virrinia  cavalry,  a 
volunteer  for  the  occasion  on  the  Major-Generars 
staff,  I  also  commend  for  his  marked  bravery  and 
cool  couraf^.  I  append  a  recapitulation  of  my 
loss.  Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FiTZ  Lee, 

Brigadier-GeBeral,  commanding. 


Recapitulation  tf  the  Lost  qf  Brigadier- General  Fiiz  Le^s  Cavalry  Brigade  in  the  Engagement 

near  KeUeysviUe,  March  nth,  1864. 


Fteld  and  staff,  ..  ^  .......  . 

Flnt  Regiment  VtavlnlR  Caralry, .  . 
Second  Regiment  Ytrekaitk  CKwurj, 
Third  Rejr&aent  VirgmJa  Cavalry,  . 
Foarth  ^giment  V&ginia  Cavafry, 
Fifth  Regiment  Yirgliila  Cavalry, .  . 
Battery, • 


Total, 
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35 
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21 
20 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIBR^SNERAL 
W,  £[.  F«  LEE> 

HXADQUA&TERB  LBB'S  CAVALBT  BBIOADB,  NKAB  { 

CULPEFJBB  CouRT-Houas,  April  17, 1863.     ( 

MqforR,  Chamdng  Pricey  Acting  Assistant  A^U" 
tanUGeneraly  Division  Headquarters : 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor,  agreeably  to  instruc- 
tiona  from  division  headquarters,  to  forward  a  re- 
port of  the  operations  of  my  brifi^de  on  the  four- 
teenth and  fifteenth  instants.  During  the  night 
of  the  thirteenth,  I  received  information  from 
Lieutenant  Pajrne,  commanding  Black  Horse 
scouty  that  the  enemjr's  cavahy  and  artillery  in 
heavy  force  were  moving  up  from  Fredericksburg 
in  the  direction  of  Kelley's  Ford.  I  immediately 
sent  Captain  Boiling,  company  0,  Ninth  Virginia 
cavalry,  with  his  company  of  sharpshooters,  to 
reenforce  the  picket  at  that  plaoe.  He  arrived 
before  day,  and  placed  his  men  in  the  rifle-pits. 
About  day  he  reports  that,  with  a  regiment  dis- 
mounted as  sharpshooters  lining  the  banks,  the 
enemy's  cavalry  made  a  dash  at  the  ford.  They 
dashed  back  at  the  first  volley  from  our  sharp- 
shooters. Captain  Boiling's  command  consisted 
of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  During  the 
morning  of  the  fourteenth  they  forced  their  way 
across  the  river  at  Rappahannock  Station,  the 
sharpshooters  posted  to  protect  the  bridge  giving 
way  and  leaving  the  rifle-pits  exposed  to  a  flank 
fire.  On  the  appearance  of  reenforoements,  they 
immediatelv  recrossed,  and  the  horse  artillery, 
supetintended  by  Major  Beckham,  engaged  the 


enemy's  batteries.  Firing  was  kept  up  by  the 
ardllery  and  sharpshooters  most  of  the  day.  On 
the  fifteenth  their  cavolry  forced  a  crossing  at 
Wellford's  Ford,  driving  the  few  pickets  off,  and 
made  a  dash  at  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis  at  Bev- 
erly's Ford,  driving  him  away.  As  soon  as  the 
brigade  could  be  brought  forward,  I  proceeded  at 
once  to  Beverly's  Ford,  and,  with  Colonel  Cham- 
bliss's  Thirteenth  regiment  Virginia  cavalry,  drove 
their  rear  guard,  consisting  of  about  two  squad- 
rons, into  the  river,  drowning  a  number  of  tnem, 
capturing  fourteen  prisoners,  horses,  &c.  I  cannot 
speak  too  highly  of  Colonel  Chambliss  and  his  com- 
mand. He  hod  with  him  only  about  one  good 
squadron.  Lieutenant  Nash,  adjutant  of  Thirteenth 
regiment,  and  Fat  Freeman,  the  Coloners  orderly, 
were  conspicuous  for  their  gallantry.  The  regi- 
ment changed  through  a  creek,  the  water  up  to 
their  saddle  skirts.  Colonel  Beale  had  crossed 
with  the  bead  of  his  regiment,  but  was  recalled. 
He  captured  one  Lieutenant  and  ten  privates  and 
horses.  Major  Beckham,  With  his  artillery,  ren- 
dered valuame  aid,  and  he  and  his  officers  deserve 
much  praise  for  the  remarkable  manner  in  which 
their  guns  were  served.  In  closing  this,  I  take 
pleasure  in  making  special  mention  of  Captain 
Boiling.  His  conouct  on  this,  as  on  all  former 
occasions  in  battle,  was  marked  for  coolness  and 
gallantry.  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit 
reports  from  the  commandants  of  the  respective 
regiments  and  batteries.  Also  to  append  a  sum- 
mary of  the  casualties  and  captures  of  the  two 
days: 
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One  UeaMnisl  a^  ten  prlvitM  bf  Hlntb  yirglnlk  emlrj. 
Four  prtriln  by  TUrt«eatb  VlrgbiU  utiIij. 


Beremng  to  the  bonei  captured  from  my  com- 
mand, I  hare  to  aay  tbat,  omag  to  the  nnslliWH 

or  my  force,  (two  regimeota  being  detached,)  my 
picket  at  Wellford'B  Ford  was  small  and  when  the 
enemy  dosbed  upon  Colonel  Lewi»  they  were  aep- 
nraled  gome  diatance  from  their  homea,  and  betog 
partially  surprised,  they  had  to  make  their  escape 
vitbout  their  hoiaei,  as  they  were  in  great  danger 
of  tbemeelvel  being  captured.    It  ii  needleu  '  ~ 
state  that  the  Major-General  of  cavalry  was  i 
the  field  moat  of  the  time,  and  tbat  his  preaenoe 
gave  confidence  and  stability  to  the  command. 
I  haTS  the  honor  to  remain. 
Very  TetpectftiUy, 

Your  obedient  aepfant, 

W.  H.  F.  Lek, 

Ung  CaTalrj  Brtgmde. 


BE POST  G 


COLONEL  CHAMBLISa. 


April  17.  IMS. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  instructions,  1  hsre 
the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  re^ment 
^ith  the  enetnT,  on  the  fourteenth  and  fineenth 
instants.  On  tte  fourteenth,  under  the  direction 
of  the  General  commanding  brigade,  my  regiment 
was  posted  at  Kelley's  Ford,  supporting  sharp- 
ehootera  in  the  rifle-pita  —  Lieutenant  Gary,  com- 
pany "D,"  haTtng  Been  preriouely  sent  to  the 
Rappahamiock  bndee  with  twenty  shMpshootera, 
to  take  position  in  the  rifle-nits.  During  the  day, 
he  had  been  driven  out  of  his  jioiition,  and  I 
called  upon  him  for  an  explanation.  He  stated 
that  the  block-house  was  occupied  by  a  few  men 
of  another  regiment,  posted  to  prevent  the  erosa- 
ing  of  the  bridge,  allowed  the  enemy  to  come 
over  without  flnng  a  shot,  and  thereby  exposed 
his  flank;  that  he  was  fired  into  from  that  direc- 
tion, while  a  body  of  the  enemy's  mounted  men 
were  attempting  to  cross  the  ford;  these  he  g;ave 
a  volley  and  retu^d  on  account  of  what  has  just 
been  stated.  He  left  the  pita  with  his  men,  but  | 
soon,  however,  took  position  in  the  block-house, 
under  sharp  Ore  of  tbe  enemy.    Lieutenant  Gary 


was  wounded ;  no  other  caaualttes  occurred  during 
the  day.  On  the  fifteenth  I  Kodved  orders,  and 
moved  with  my  command  towards  Wellford's 
Ford,  M  the  enemy  were  reported  to  have  crossed 
in  lane  force.  Owing  to  heavy  detaib,  I  had 
only  forty  men  in  camp,  and  eame  upon  the 
rear  guara  of  the  enemy  near  Beverly^i  Pord. 
where  we  charged  them  and  drove  them  pell-mell 
into  the  river,  capturing  fourteen  prisoners  and 
drowning  severaL  The  only  casualties  were  one 
man  wounded  and  one  missing.  All  the  men  and 
officers  behaved  well,  and  charged  under  heavy 
fire  through  a  rocky  and  swollen  stream.  It  is 
useless  to  say  more,  as  this  occurred  under  the 
immediate  eyes  of  the  General ;  but  I  cannot  close 
this  report  without  mentioning  the  enersy  and 
cool  brnvery  displayed  by  my  Adjutant,  Lieoten- 
ant  Nash,  on  the  ooooiion  above  alluded  to. 
I  am.  Captain,  your  obedient  cervant, 

John  R.  CHAXBLisa. 

BXPOBT  or  OOLONXI.  BKALfi. 

HKAD<JOARTEBa  NlHTn  TiROISIA  CAVALRT,  t 

April  II,  wra.     ( 
Brigadier-Oenfrai  W.  H.  F.  Let; 

I  submit  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  com- 
mand in  the  skirmishing  on  the  Rappahannock 
on  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  instants,  together 
with  casualties  and  eaptnres.  On  the  fourteenth 
one  company,  under  oommand  of  Captain  Stiih 
Boiling,  held  the  ford  at  KeUey-s  MiUs,  and  re- 
ptdsed,  with  some  loss  to  the  raemy,  an  attempt 
to  cross  with  a  force  of  two  or  more  regiment*. 
Another  company,  under  immediate  command  of 


Captain  John  W.  Hungerford,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Lewis,  held  the  ford  at  Beverly's  Mills. 
The  balance  were  enmied  in  watching  the  enemy 
at  Rappahannock  bri<^,  and  reestablishing  the 
pieketa  driven  out  in  the  momhig.  On  the 
enth,  the  enemy  having  crossed  ia  large  force 
ford  above,  flanked  that  portion  of  the  com- 
mand under  Lieutenant- Colonel  Lewis,  and  came 
down  Qpon  them  by  surprise.  The  coolness  and 
admirable    manceuvring    of    Lieutenant-Colonel 
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Lewis  and  Lieutenant  G..  W.  Beale,  in  command 
of  sharpshooters  dismounted,  alone  saved  this  lit- 
tle bana.  By  boldly  charging  the  advance,  the 
dismounted  men  were  successfully  extricated  from 
a  position  of  great  danger.  The  whole  command 
in  the  evening  supported  Colonel  Chambliss  in  a 
charge  upon  the  retreating  foe.  We  captured  one 
First  Lieutenant  of  Third  Indiana  cavalr}%  and  ten 
privates,  ten  horses,  ten  carbines,  and  seven  pistols. 
Our  casualties  were,  one  private,  company  A, 
killed,  one  private,  company  H,  missing,  supposed 
to  be  captured,  two  horses  lulled  and  one  wounded, 
twelve  Qorses  captured.  The  conduct  of  officers 
and  men  merits  toe  highest  commendation. 

R.  L.  T.  Beale, 

Coloael,  oommandlDg. 
REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  J.  W.  STRANGE. 

H£ADQCABTERS  SECOXDNORTQ  CAROLINA  CAVALRY,  i 

Near  Brandt  Station,  April  10,  1803.    ) 
Oenercd   W.  H.  F,  Lee,  commanding  Cavalry 

Brigade  : 

General  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  during  the  operations  of  the 
brigade  on  the  fourteenth  instant,  my  command, 
consisting  of  one  hundred  and  sixteen  mounted 
men,  was  held  as  a  protection  to  the  Whitworth 
gun,  stationed  on  the  road  about  a  mile  beyond 
Brandy.  Station,  where  we  remained  without  any 
active  duty  until  relieved  by  your  order,  about 
nine  P.  H.,  and  returned  to  camp.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  fifteenth  instant,  twenty  men,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  James  Baker,  company 
D,  were  detached,  and  sent  to  the  block-house  at 
Rappahvmock  bridge,  to  protect  it,  and  I,  with  the 
rest  of  my  command,  were  held  as  a  protection 
to  two  guns  of  Captain  Moorman's  batter}*,  sta- 
tioned near  the  bridge.  These  dispositions  re- 
mained unchanged  until  about  two  P.  M.,  when  I 
received  orders  to  proceed,  in  companv  with  Cap- 
tain Moorman's  guns,  to  Beverly  Fora,  and  there 
protect  them  in  their  operations  against  the 
enemy.  We  saw  no  active  duty  during  the  skir- 
mish, and  after  the  enemy  were  repulsed  returned 
with  the  brigade  to  our  present  camp.  During 
these  two  days  the  dismounted  men,  (H^)  ^^ 
and  file,  that  had  been  distributed  at  the  different 
fords  as  sharpshooters,  had  several  encounters 
with  the  enemy;  those  stationed  at  Wellford's 
Ford,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Luckv,  com- 
pany B,  were  driven  oS,  and  privates  Robert  H. 
Sumrou,  company  B,  A.  D.  ulark,  company  D, 
J.  H.  Ray,  company  A,  John  Kelley,  company  A, 
were  captured.  These  were  the  only  casualties 
that  occurred  in  my  regiment 

Yer)'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  6tranoe» 

Captain  Co.  D,  eommanding  RegftaaeDt. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  MOORMAN. 

HBAngiTARTEBS  MOORXAN'S  BATTBBT,  ) 

April  16,  1663.      ) 

Brigadier  General  W,  H.  F.  Lee: 

Pursuant  to  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  make 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  bat- 
tery during  the  engagement  of  the  fourteenUi  and 
fifteenth: 


Upon  the  fourteenth,  my  battery  moved  from 
camp,  near  brigade  headquarters,  following  the 
Ninth  cavalry.  Upon  reaching  a  high  hill,  some 
mile  and  a  half  below  Brandy  Station,  I  was  or- 
dered, by  Major  Beckhdm,  to  send  one  piece 
(rifled)  forward  to  Kelley's  Ford,  where,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Shoemaker,  it  fired 
repeatedly  upon  the  enemy,  facross  the  river,) 
with  what  effect  not  ascertained.  The  remainder 
of  my  battery  (two  guns)  I  moved,  by^  order  of 
General  Stuart,  ta  Kappahannock  bridge,  and 
there  opened  upon,  dispersing  different  squads  of 
the  enemy.  During  tne  afternoon  a  section  of 
the  enemy's  guns  were  put  in  position  behind 
earthworks,  and  engaged  my  euns  for  probably 
forty  minutes,  and  then  retirecL  I  am  nappy  to 
report  no  casualties  during  the  day. 

On  the  fifteenth,  my  battery  was  again  called 

out  and  held  in  position  near  the  old  church, 

upon  the  road  (I  believe)  to  Beverly  Ford.    From 

there  it  returned  to  camp,  not  beixi^  called  upon. 

RespectfuUy  submitted,      M.  XT  Moorman, 
Captain,  commanding  Battery  Light  Hori>e  Artillery. 

REPOHT  OF  LIEUTEKANT  FORD. 

Camp  neab  Culfspsb  Court-Housb,  i 

April  16, 1863.     } 

Captain  W.  8.  Bobins,  A,  A,  Q. : 

CAPTAIN :  I  was  ordered,  on  the  morning  of 
the  fourteenth,  to  move  a  section  of  my  battery 
near  Rappahannock  bridge,  —  Lieutenant  Brown's 
section, — consisting  of  a  Napoleon  and  a  Blakely 
rifled  gun.  We  took  pqtition  with  the  Blakely 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  river, 
and  shelled  tne  enemy's  sharpshooters  who  had 
occupied  the  bills  opposite.  After  dispersing 
them,  I  moved  the  section  on  the  hill  immediately 
overlooking  the  river,  and  there  exchan^d  shots, 
for  about  half  an  an  hour,  with  a  section  of  the 
enemy'B  artillery,  which  was  well  protected  by  a 
redoubt  We  sustained  no  injury.  I  am  not  cer- 
tain whether  we  punished  our  opponent  or  ngt. 
The  redoubt  was  struck  repeatedly. 

About  twelve  o'clock  the  next  day,  (fifteenth,) 
I  was  ordered  hurriedly  to  Wellford's  Ford,  in  the 
midst  of  a  drenching  rain ;  arrived  there ;  sharp- 
shooters were  again  dispersed. 

We  returned  to  camp  this  morning,  having  ex- 
pended about  one  hundred  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion, and  having  no  casualty  to  report.  Lieu- 
tenant Burrows  was  with  us  also. 

Officers  and  men  behaved  well ;  and,  notwith- 
standing the  rain  was  calculated  to  produce  dis- 
content, nothing  of  the  kind  was  manifested. 
I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  8.  Ford. 


Doc.  33. 

QBNBRAL  GARFIELD'S  LETTER  TO  OEN- 
ERAL  R0SEGRAN8. 

HBAOQUABTXRS  DSPARTMBirr  CUMBBRLAND,  \ 
•    HURFREESBORO',  Joue  12, 1863.     S 

General:  In  your  confidential  letter  of  the 
eighth  instant  to  the  Corps  and  Division  Com- 
manders and  Generals  of  cavalry  of  tins  army. 
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there  were  subBtantially  five  questions  propounded 
for  their  consideration  and  answer,  viz. :  — 

1.  Has  the  enemy  in  our  front  been  materially 
weakened  by  detachments  to  Johnson  or  else- 
where ? 

2.  Can  this  army  advance  on  him  at  this  time 
with  reasonable  chances  of  fighting  a  great  and 
successful  battle  P 

3.  Do  ^ou '  think  an  advance  of  our  army  at 
present  likely  to  prevent  additional  reenforce- 
ments  being  sent  against  General  Grant  by  the 
enemy  in  our  front? 

4.  Do  you  think  an  immediate  advance  of 
this  army  advisable  ? 

5.  Do  you  think  an  early  advance  advisable  P 
Many  of  these  answers  are  not  categorical,  and 

cannot  be  clearly  set  down  either  as  affirmative 
or  negative ;  especially  in  answer  to  the  first  ques- 
tion there  is  much  indefiniteness,  resulting  firom 
the  difierence  of  judgment  as  to  how  great  a  de- 
tachment could  be  considered  a  "  material  reduc- 
tion "  of  Bragg's  strength.  For  example,  one 
officer  thinks  it  has  been  reduced  ten  thousand, 
but  not  *'  materially  weakened." 

The  answers  to  the  second  question  are  modi- 
fied in  some  instances  by  the  opinion  that  the 
rebels  will  fall  back  behind  the  Tennessee  River, 
and  thus  no  battle  can  be  fought,  either  success- 
ful or  unsuccessful. 

So  far  as  these  opinions  can  be  stated  in 
tabular  form,  they  will  stand  thus  :  — 

Answer  to  first  queBtion»  6  "Yea."  11  "No." 

"       second    "  2  "Yes."  11  "No." 

"       third       "  4  "Yes."  10  "No." 

"       fourth     "  0  "Yes."  16  "No." 

"       fifth        "  0  "Yes."  2  "No." 

On  the  fifth  question,  three  gave  it  as  their 
opinion  that  this  army  ought  to  advance  as  soon 
as  Vicksburg  falls,  should  that  event  happen. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  reasons 
assigned  why  we  should  not,  at  this  time,  advance 
upon  the  enemy :  — 

1.  With  Hooker's  army  defeated,  and  Grant's 
bending  all  its  energies  in  a  yet  undecided  strug- 
gle, it  is  bad  policy  to  risk  our  only  reserve  armv 
to  the  chances  of  a  general  engagement.  A 
failure  here  would  have  most  disastrous  efiects 
on  our  lines  of  communication,  and  on  politics 
in  the  loyal  states. 

2.  We  should  be  compelled  to  %ht  the  enemy 
on  his  own  ground,  or  follow  him  in  a  fruitless 
stern  chase,  or,  if  we  attempted  to  outflank  him 
and  turn  his  position,  we  should  expose  our  line 
of  communication,  and  run  the  nsk  of  being 
pushed  back  into  a  rough  country,  well  known  to 
the  enemy  and  little  known  to  ourselves. 

3.  In  case  the  enem}  should  fall  back  without 
accepting  battle,  he  could  make  our  advance  very 
slow,  and,  with  a  comparatively  small  force 
posted  in  the  gaps  of  the  mountams,  could  hold 
us  back  while  he  crossed  the  Tennessee  River, 
where  he  would  be  measurably  secure  and  free  to 
send  reenforcements  to  Johnson.  His  forces  in 
East  Tennessee  could  seriously  harass  our  left 
flank  and  constantly  disturb  our  communications. 


4.  The  withdrawal  of  Bumside's  Ninth  army 
corps  deprives  us  of  an  important  reserve  and 
flank  protection,  thus  increasing  the  difficulty  of 
an  advance. 

5.  General  Hurlburt  has  sent  the  most  of  his 
forces  away  to  General  Grant,  thus  leaving  West 
Tennessee  uncovered,  and  laying  our  right  flank 
and  rear  open  to  raids  of  the  enem^. 

The  following  incidental  opinions  are  ex- 
pressed :  — 

1.  One  officer  thinks  it  probable  that  the 
enemy  has  been  strengthened  rather  than  weak- 
ened, and  that  he  would  have  a  reasonable  pros- 
pect of  victory  in  a  general  battle. 

2.  One  officer  believes  the  result  of  a  general 
battle  would  be  doubtful,  a  victory  bairen,  and  a 
defeat  most  disastrous. 

3.  Three  officers  believe  that  an  advance 
would  bring  on  a  general  engagement.  Three 
believe  it  would  not. 

4.  Two  officers  express  the  opinion  that  the 
chances  of  success  in  a  general  battle  are  nearly 
equaL 

5.  One  officer  exjiresses  the  belief  that  our 
army  has  reached  its  maximum  strength  and 
efficiency,  and  that  inactivity  will  seriously  impair 
its  eflectivenesB. 

6.  Two  officers  say  that  an  increase  of  our 
cavalry,  by  about  six  thousand  men,  would  ma- 
terially change  the  aspect  of  our  affairs  and  give 
us  a  decided  advantage. 

In  addition  to  the  above  summary,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  an  estimate  of  the  strength  of 
Bragg's  army,  gathered  from  all  the  data  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  including  the  estimate  of  the 
General  commanding  in  his  official  report  of  the 
battle  of  Stone  River ;  facts  gathered  from  pris- 
oners, deserters,  scouts,  and  refugees,  and  from 
rebel  newspapers. 

After  the  battle  he  consolidated  many  of  his 
decimated  regiments  and  irregular  organizations, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  sending  reenforcements  to 
Johnson  his  anny  had  reached  its  greatest  efieo- 
tive  strength.  It  consisted  of  five  divisions  of 
infantry,  composed  of  ninety-four  regiments,  and 
two  indepenaent  battalions  of  sharpshooters — 
say  ninety-five  regiments. 

By  a  law  of  the  Confederate  Congress,  regi- 
menta  are  consolidated  when  their  effective 
strength  falls  below  two  hundred  and  fifty.  Even 
the  regiments  formed  by  such  consolidation 
(which  may  reasonably  be  regarded  as  the  full- 
est) must  fall  below  five  hundred  men ;  I  am  sat- 
isfied that  four  hundred  is  a  large  estimate  of  the 
average  strength.    The  force  would  then  be, — 

Infimtry,  95  regiments,  400  each,  38,000 
Cavalry,  36  "  say  500  "  17,600 
Artillery,  26  batteries,    "       100    "         2,600 


'  Total,        68,100 

This  force  has  been  reduced  by  detachments 
to  Johnson.  It  is  as  well  known  as  we  can  ever 
expect  to  ascertain  such  facts,  that  three  brigades 
have  gone  firom  McCown's  division  and  two  or 
three  firom  Breckinridge's ;  say  two.    It  is  clear 
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that  there  are  now  but  four  infantry  divisions  in 
Brogg's  armj  — the  fourth  being  composed  of 
fragments  of  McCown's  and  Breckinridge's  divis- 
ions, and  must  be  much  smaller  than  the  average. 
Deducting  the  five  brigade^  and  supposing  them 
composed  of  only  four  regiments  each»  which  is 
below  the  general  average,  it  gives  an  infantry 
reduction  of  twenty  regiments,  four  hundred  each, 
~  eight  thousand ;  leaving  a  remainder  of  thirty 
thousand. 

It  is  dearly  ascertained  that  at  least  two  bri- 
gades of  cavalxy  have  been  sent  from  Van  Dom's 
command  to  Mississippiy  and  it  is  asserted  in  the 
**  Chattanooga  Rebel,''  of  June  eleventh,  that  Gen- 
eral Morgan's  command  has  been  permaaently 
detached  and  sent  to  Eastern  Kentucky.    It  is 
not  certainly  known  how  large  his  division  is,  but 
it  ia  knovm  to   contain  at  least  two  brigades. 
Taking  this  nunimum  as  the  fact,  and  we  have  a 
reduction  of  four  brigades.  «  Taking  the  lowest 
estimate,  four  regiments  to  the  brigEule,  and  we 
have  a  reduction  by  detachment  of  sixteen  regi- 
ments, five  hundred  each,  leaving  his  present 
effective  cavalry  force  nine  thousand  five  hundred. 
With  the  nine  brigades  of  the  two  arms  thus 
detached,  it  will  be  safe  to  say  there  have  gone 
lix  batteries,  eighty  men  each  :  four  hundred  and 
eighty ;  leaving  him  twenty  batteries,  two  thou- 
land  one  hundred  and  twenty,  making  a  total 
reduction  of  sixteen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighty,  leaving,  of  the  three  arms,  a  total  of  forty- 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty.    In  tms 
estimate  I  have  placed  all  doubts  in  Bragg's 
favor,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  considerably  l)e- 
yond  the    truth.    General   Sheridan,    who    has 
taken  great  pains  to  collect  evidence  on  this 
point,  places  it  considerably  below  these  figures ; 
W  assuming  these  to  be  correct,  and  granting 
vhat  is  still  more  improbable,  that  Bragg  would 
abandon  all  his  rear  posts,  and  entirely  neglect  his 
communicatioas,  and  could  bring  his  last  man 
mto  battle,  I  next  ask.  What  have  we  to  oppose 
to  him?  * 

The  last  official  report  of  efieetive  strength  of 
this  army,  now  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Assistant 
Adiatant-General,  is  dated  June  eleventh,  instant, 
and  shows  that  we  have  in  this  department,  omit- 
ting sll  officers  and  enlisted  men  attached  to  de- 
partment, corps,  division,  and  brigade  headquar- 
ters, — 

First,  infontrv,  one  hundred  and  seventy-three 
regiments,  ten  battalions  sharpshooters,  four  {n- 
oneers,  one  regiment  engineers  and  mechanics, 
with  a  total  effective  strength  of  seventy  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Second,  cavalry,  twenty-seven  regiments,  one 
unattached  company :  eleven  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen.  • 

Third,  forty-seven  and  a  half  batteries  field 
artillery,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  guns,  and  five  thousand  and  sixty-nine  men ; 
makuiff  a  grand  total  of  eighty-seven  thousand 
eight  hundired :  or,  leaving  out  all  commissioned 
officers,  this  army  represents  eighty-two  thousand 
ceTen  hundred  ana  sixty-seven  bayonets  and 
Mbres. 


This  report  does  not  include  the  Fifth  Iowa 
cavalr}',  six  hundred  strong,  lately  armed,  nor 
the  First  Wisconsin  cavahy,  nor  Cobum's  bri- 
gade of  infantry,  now  arriving,  nor  the  two  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  ninety-four  convalescents 
now  on  light  duty  in  Fortress  Rosecrans. 

There  are  detached  from  this  force  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

At  Gallatin, 969 

«  Carthage, 1,149 

"  Fort  Donelson,     . 1,495 

<'  Clarkesville, 1,138 

«  Nashville, 7,292 

«  Franklin, 900 

«  Loverane, 2,117 

Total,  5,130 

With  these  posts  as  they  are,  and  leaving  two 
thousand  five  hundred  efficient  men,  in  addition 
to  the  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  convalescents,  to  hold  the  works  at  this 
Elaoe,  there  will  be  left  sixty-five  thousand  one 
undred  and  thirty-seven  bayonets  and  sabres  to 
throw  against  Bragg's  forty-one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  eighty. 

I  be^  leave  also  to  submit  the  following  con^ 
siderations :  -^ 

1.  Bragg's  army  is  now  weaker  than  it  has 
been  since  the  battle,  or  is  likely  to  be  again  for 
the  present,  while  our  army  has  reached  its 
maximum  strength,  and  we  have  no  right  to  ex- 
pect further  reenforcements  for  several  months, 
if  at  all. 

2.  Whatever  be  the  result  at  ^cksburg,  the 
determination  of  its  fate  will  give  large  reenforce- 
ments  to  Bragg.  If  Grant  is  successful,  his  army 
will  require  many  weeks  to  recover  from  the 
shock  and  strain  of  his  late  campaign,  while 
Johnson  will  send  hack  to  Bragg  a  force  sufficient 
to  insure  the  safety  of  Tennessee.  If  Grant  fails, 
the  same  result  will  inevitably  follow,  so  far  as 
Bragg's  army  is  concerned.  No  man  can  affirm 
with  certainty  the  result  of  any  battle,  however 
great  the  disparity  in  numbers,^ —  such  results  are 
in  the  hand  of  God.  But  viewing  the  question  in 
the  light  of  human  calculation,  I  refuse  to  enter- 
tain a  doubt  that  this  army,  which  in  January 
last  defeated  Brag^s  superior  numbers,  can  over- 
whelm his  greatly  inferior  force.  The  most  un- 
favorable course  for  us  that  Bragg  could  take 
would  be  to  fall  back  without  givmg  us  battle. 
But  this  would  be  verv  disastrous  to  him,  besides 
the  loss  of  material  or  war  and  the  abandonment 
of  the  rich  and  abundant  harvest  now  nearly  ripe 
in  Central  Tennessee.  He  would  lose  heavily  by 
desertion.  It  is  wcU  known  that  a  wide-spread 
dissatisfaction  exists  among  his  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  troops.  They  are  already  deserUng  in 
large  numbers.  A  retreat  would  greatly  increase 
boUi  the  desire  and  the  opportunity  for  desertion, 
and  would  very  materiaUy  reduce  his  physical 
and  moral  strength.  While  it  would  lengthen 
our  line  of  communications  it  would  give  us 
possession  of  McMinnsville,  and  enable  us  to 
threaten  Chattanooga  and  East  Tennessee ;  and 
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it  would,  not  be  unreatonable  to  expect  an  early 
occapation  of  the  former  place. 

5.  But  the  chanoea  are  more  than  even  that 
a  sudden  and  rapid  movement  would  compel  a 
general  engagement,  and  the  defeat  of  Brasg 
would  be  in  uie  highest  degree  disastrous  to  the 
rebellion. 

6.  The  turbulent  aspect  of  politics  in  the 
loyal  states  renders  a  decisiTe  blow  against  the 
enemy  at  this  time  of  the  highest  importance  tp 
the  success  of  the  goremment  at  the  polls,  and 
in  the  enforcement  of  the  Con8cri|ltion  Act. 

7.  The  government  and  the  war  department 
believe  that  this  army  ought  to  move  upon  the 
enemy  —  the  army  desires  it,  and  the  country  is 
anxiously  hoping  for  it 

8.  Our  true  objective  point  is  the  rebel  army, 
whose  last  reserves  are  substantially  in  the  field, 
and  an.  effective  blow  will  crush  the  shell,  and 
soon  be  followed  by  the  collapse  of  the  rebel 
government. 

9.  You  have,  in  m^  judgment,  wisely  delayed 
a  general  movement  hitherto  till  your  army  could 
be  massed  and  your  cavalry  ooiud  be  mounted. 
Your  Mobile  force  can  now  be  concentrated  in 
twenty-four  hours,  and  your  cavalry,  if  not  equal 
in  numerical  strength  to  that  of  the  enemy,  is 
greatly  superior  in  efficiency  and  morale. 

For  these  reasons,  I  beheve  an  immediate  ad- 
vance of  all  our  available  forces  is  advisable,  and, 
under  the  providence  of  Ood  will  be  successfuL 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Gaefield, 

Brigadier-General,  Chief  of  StaiT. 

Majob-Oenebal  Rosecrans, 

Commanding  Department  Cumberland. 

Official :  £.  D.  Townsend, 

Assletant  A^Jotant^Genenl. 


Doc.  34. 


HARPER'S  F^tRY  ARMORY  AND  HISTORY. 

The  recent  appearance  of  the  first  instalment 
of  several  works  devoted  to  the  war,  suggests  to 
those  who  are  familiar  with  the  events  the  dutj 
of  correcting  at  once  the  errors  necessarily  inci- 
dent to  the  haste  with  which  these  volumes  have 
been  prepared  before  such  errors  are  permanently 
incorporated  into  the  recognized  authorities  on 
the  subject  of  the  rebellion.  And  an  article  in 
a  late  number  of  a  popular  magazine  is  so  pal- 
pably deficient  in  fiict,  and  so  erroneous  in  deauc- 
tion,  as  to  call  for  a  response.  In  truth,  histories 
of  the  great  rebellion  are  so  rapidly  multiplying 
that  the  power  of  the  press  seems  to  be  severely 
taxed  to  supply  the  demand,  the  varieties  being 
suited  to  every  taste,  from  the  baffled  mab'gnity 
and  dismal  lamentations  which  form  a  pleasing 
climax  to  that  gem  in  the  literature  of  treason 
known  as  the  '*  Lost  Cause,"  to  the  ponderous 
compilations  which  make  up  the  pages  of  the 
•*  Rebellion  Record."  Very  little  time  has  been 
lost  "in  the  improvement  of  the  subject,"  and 
writers  and  publishers  have  been  alike  anxious  to 
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Whether  there  has  not  possibly  been  an  undue 
haste  in  the  preparation  of  these  works,  whether 
the  facts  have  been  sought  and  eliminated  with 
sufficient  industry  and  care,  whether  reference 
has  been  had  in  ul  cases  to  the  best  authorities, 
and  whether  the  passions  and  |)rejudioes  pertain- 
ing to  the  conflict  have  sufficiently  subsided  to 
secure  a  thoroughly  faithful  and  impartial  narra- 
tive of  events  so  oomplicated  and  momentous,  are 
questions  which  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss.  AH 
will  admit,  however,  that  e^ery  fact  which  is  not 
below  the  dignity  of  history  is  worthy  of  being 
told  correctly ;  and  it  cannot  be  altogether  unin- 
teresting or  unprofitable  to  glance  at  some  of  the 
statements  touching  one  incident  which  marked 
the  oommenoement  of  the  rebellion,  and  to  show 
how  widely  these  statements  vary  from  the  whole 
truth.  As  every  work  on  the  subject  of  the  war 
to  which  the  writer  has  had  access  pretends  to 
describe  this  incident  with  more  or  less  minute- 
ness, the  facts  connected  therewith  ma^  be  con- 
sidered of  sufficient  oonsequence  to  justify  an 
appeal  to  the  testimony  as  found  in  tne  official 
records.  The  substance  of  what  is  herein  related 
may  be  found  in  the  evidence  given  before  the 
committee  of  the  senate  which  investigated  the 
matter,  and  of  which  Mr.  Senator  Grimes  was  th^ 
acting  chairman. 

This  historic  perversion  has  finally  assumed  so 
considerable  a  magnitude  as  to  be  found  in  the 
newspaper  and  tl£  magazine;  in  the  incidental 
summaries  of  the  biographer,  in  the  more  elabo- 
rate disquisitions  of  the  historian,  and  in  the  quasi 
authoritative  reports  of  the  war  department.  In 
his  history  of  the  ''American  Conflict,*'  Mr. 
Greeley  introduces  the  fiction  with  commendable 
brevity ;  Mr.  Lossing,  according  to  the  character 
and  purpose  of  his  work,  goes  more  into  detail, 
and  supports  himself  by  a  formidable  array  of 
marginal  references;  the  authors  of  Harper's 
"Pictorial  History"  repeat  the  story  with  ad- 
ditions, and  General  Strother,  who  was  on  the 
ffround^  and  who  ought  to  have  known,  and  evi- 
dently intended  to  narrate  the  facts  in  his  spirited 
sketch  in  Harper's  Magazine  for  June,  1806,  in- 
dorses the  general  error.  In  Holland's  admira- 
ble  life  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  story  is  thus  told :  — 

"The  government  works  at  Harper's  Ferry 
were  blown  up  and  burned  bv  Lieutenant  Jones, 
in  command  of  a  company  of  regulars,  moved  by 
the  intelligence  of  an  advance  of  a  large  confed- 
erate force."  Mr.  Secretary  Cameron,  whose  for- 
^tfulness,  as  will  be  shown,  is  very  extraordinar}*, 
m  his  official  report  at  the  extra  session  of  Con- 
gress in  1861  uses  the  following  language :  — 

"  In  this  connection  it  is  a  pleasurable  duty  to 
refer  to  the  very  gallant  action  of  Lieutenant 
Rogei^  Jones,  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  the  band- 
some  and  successful  manner  in  which  he  executed 
the  orders  of  the  government  at  that  important 
post."  Other  quotations  are  not  necessary,  ss 
the  essence  of  the  fiction  is  contained  in  these 
two  brief  passages,  though  in  the  "histories" 
referred  to  the  story  is  considerably  amplified 
and  embellished.  Lieutenant  Jones  was  never 
in  command  at  Harper's  Ferry.     For  several 
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months  preceding  the  assault  on  Fort  Sumter 
be  had  been  stationed  at  the  armory  in  command 
of  a  guard  of  about  fifty  men.  The  superinten- 
dent of  the  armory  was  a  delegate  to  the  Rich- 
mond convention,  but  thouQ;h  elected  as  a  Union 
man,  voted  with  the  majority  for  secession,  and 
immediately  hastened  home  to  surrender  his  com- 
mand to  the  traitors.  On  the  day  that  Virginia 
"seceded,"  Captain  Kingsbury,  of  the  ordnance 
department,  tnen  on  duty  in  Washington,  was 
ordered,  at  the  suggestion  of  General  Scott,  to 
proceed  immediately  to  Harper's  Ferry  and  as- 
sume command. 
That    order  was    couched    in    the    following 

terms :  — 

Adjutant  General's  Office,    ( 
WAsnmoToir,  April  17,  1861. ) 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you 
will  immediatelv  proceed  to  Harper's  Ferry,  Vir- 
ginia, and  perrorm  the  duties  of  superintendent 
of  the  armory  at  that  place  until  farther  orders. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Very  respectAilly,  &c., 
(Signed,)  L.  Thomas, 

AcyotaQt-Qenend. 
To  Captain  Cha&lbs  P.  Kingsbu&t, 
Ordnance  Department. 

Should  it  occur  to  the  reader  that  there  is  a 
slight  discrepancy  between  the  language  of  Mr. 
Cameron's  report  as  already  (quoted,  and  the  terms 
of  this  order,  I  must  refer  him  to  that  ex-official 
for  an  explanation.  And  it  would  also  be  satis- 
factory if  a  copy  of  "  the  orders  of  the  govern- 
ment," which  were  **  executed  in  such  a  hand- 
some and  successful  manner,''  could  be  fur- 
nished at  the  same  time  by  the  Secretary. 
Before  leaving  Washington,  Captain  Kings- 
bury received  verbal  instructions  from  General 
Scott  On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  of 
April  he  assumed  control  of  the  armory.  The 
ordinary  operations  of  the  post  were  continued 
until  aner  the  arrival  of  the  first  passenger  train 
from  the  east  On  that  train  came  the  late  Super- 
intendent ,  of  the  armory  with  a  few  friends,  and 
their  advent  was  signalized  bv  a  disloyal  demon- 
stration on  the  part  of  a  crowd  in  attendance  upon 
the  depot.  The  cry,  "  Virginia  will  take  care  of 
Harper's  Ferry  I"  was  loudly  and  defiantly  repeat- 
ed. An  intense  excitement  soon  prevailed  in  the  vil- 
lage, and  extended  to  the  shops.  It  was  evident, 
from  the  confidence  of  the  traitors,  that  in  their 
opinion  the  place  would  soon  be  in  their  posses- 
noo,  and  if  it  was  to  be  defended  no  time  must 
be  lost  in  organizing  the  Union  forces.  The  shops 
were  accordingly  closed,  by  order  of  Capt^ 
Kingsbury;  the  men  were  assembled,  and  in  a 
brief  address  the  commanding  officer  described 
the  situation,  and  called  for  volunteers.  The 
workmen  had  been  formed  into  military  compa- 
nies since  the  John  Brown  raid.  All  who  were 
faithful  to  their  alle^ance,  and  willing  to  protect 
and  defend  the  property  of  the  Umted  States, 
were  directed  to  assemble  with  their  company  or- 
ganizations at  one  o'clock  p.  H.  The  order  was 
received  with  applause ;  the  men  dispersed,  aa  was 
rapposed,  for  tneir  arms  and  equipments ;  but  the 
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appointed  hour  arrived,  and  brought  with  it  no 
such  force  as  had  been  expected.  Only  a  small 
number  of  the  men  employed  responded  to  the 
appeal,  and  it  was  uncertain,  in  view,  of  the  active 
and  evil  influences  then  at  work  around  them, 
how  many  of  these  could  be  relied  on  at  the  deci- 
sive moment.  To  attempt  to  defend  the  post 
with  the  small  detachment  of  regulars,  would 
have  been  preposterous ;  for  before  one  o'clock  it 
was  believed,  on  the  authority  of  a  telegram  from 
Washington,  that  an  armed  force  was  en  rotUe 
from  Richmond  to  capture  the  place,  and  secure 
the  fifteen  thousand  arms  which  were  still  in 
store,  and  which  Floyd  and  his  coadjutors  had 
been  unable  to  dispose  of.  There  was  then  but 
one  alternative  by  which  to  defeat  the  purpose  of 
the  traitors,  and  the  destruction  of  the  arms  be- 
came a  military  necessity.  About  three  o'clock 
p.  H.  a  report  was  received  that  several  Virginia 
companies  were  marching  from  Charlestown  to 
the  Ferry,  and  it  was  also  ascertained  that  the 
agents  of  the  railroad  to  Winchester  had  been 
specially  instructed  to  keep  the  track  clear  that 
night,  which  was  an  unusual  order,  as  only  day 
trains  were  habitually  ^un  upon  that  road.  As 
the  necessity  for  active  measures  arose  much 
sooner  than  had  been  anticipated  the  preparations 
were  necessarily  hastily  made ;  and  as  the  civil 
employees  of  the  government  could  not  be  relied 
upon»  the  details  of  the  afiair  were  of  course  con- 
fiaed  to  Lieutenant  Jones  and  his  men.  The 
powder  belonging  to  the  armory  was  in  the  maga- 
zine on  the  heights,  and  orders  were  given  oy 
Captain  Kingsbury  to  have  it  transferred  where 
it  would  be  at  once  available.  Government  pow- 
der is  packed  in  barrels,  holding  one  hundred, 
pounds  each,  and  these,  from  their  size,  could  not 
be  conveyed  to  the  storehouses  containing  the. 
arms  without  revealing  the  fact,  and  possibly  ex- 
citing suspicion  as  to  the  object  of  tne  transfer. 
Fortunately  several  small  kegs  were  found,  which, 
proved  to' have  been  carried  thither  by  John 
Brown,  and  which  were  admirably  adapted  to  the 
holy  and  patriotic  purpose  for  which  it  was  now 
wanted.  The  boxes  containing  the  arms  were  so 
arranged  as  to  be  most  favorable  to  ignition,  the 
fagots  were  piled  and  the  powder  distributed, 
ready  for  the  application  of  tne  fire  at  the  given 
signaL  Care  was  taken  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  powder  to  prevent,  as  far  as  practicable,  any 
injury  to  private  dwellings  or  their  occupants  by 
the  explosion;  and  as  tne  prime  object  of  the 
Virgima  expedition  was  plainly  the  seizure  of 
the  arms,  their  destruction  waa  considered  of  such 
importance  as  not  to  be  hazaxded  by  a  diversion 
of  the  means  to  other  parts  of  the  establishment. 
It  therefore  became  necessary  to  rely  upon  the 
natural  combustibility  of  the  materials  for  the 
destruction  of  the  'Workshops  and  machinery. 
Between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  P.  M.  a  gentleman 
arrived  from  the  direction  of  Charlestown,  and 
reported  that  about  two  thousand  men  were  with- 
in a  short  distance  of  the  place.  As  this  infor- 
mation appeared  reliable,  the  match  was  soon  ap- 
plied to  tne  trains  already  laid  in  the  arsenab, 
and  to  the  combustible  materials  in  the  carpenter'a- 
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shop,  and  the  room  containing  the  gunstocks. 
The  rifle  works,  in  which  there  were  but  a  small 
number  of  finished  arms,  on  account  of  their  re- 
moteness, could  not  be  conveniently  fired.  As 
soon  as  the  buildings  were  fairly  lighted,  Lieuten- 
ant Jones  with  his  guard  left  for  Hagerstown, 
while  Captain  Kingsbury  was  hardly  authorized 
to  leave  then,  and  was  also  unwilling  to  depart 
before  learning  the  result  of  his  efforts  to  baffle 
the  Richmond  conspirators.  For  some  time  after 
the  beginning  of  the  conflagration  the  streets  of 
the  village  were  deserted.  At  length  one  man, 
who  appeared  more  enterprising^  than  his  neigh- 
bors, entered  one  of  the  burning  arsenals  and 
hauled  therefirom  into  the  street  a  box  of  arms. 
On  o])ening  it,  and  not  finding  the  rifle  muskets 
he  evidently  expected,  he  rusned  again  towards 
the  building  for  the  probable  purpose  of  trying 
his  luck  upon  another,  when  the  flrst  discharge 
of  old  John  Brown's  powder  caused  him  to  recoil, 
and  it  is  believed  that  no  other  attempt  was  made 
to  enter  the  storehouses  before  the  contents  were 
destroyed.  Captain  Kin^bury,  therefore,  had 
the  gratification  of  ascertaining,  that  although  the 
shops  and  machinery  were  not  seriously  damaged, 
of  the  fifteen  thousand  or  sixteen  thousand  rifles 
and  muskets  in  store,  which  were  intended  to 
arm  the  battalions  of  treason,  only  a  few  hundred 
—  and  not  thousands,  as  has  been  stated — that 
were  scattered  among  the  buildings  escaped  de- 
struction. 

The  entire  responsibflity  of  the  affair  thus  de- 
volved upon  Captain  Kingsbury.  He  sought  to 
defend  the  place  by  arming  the  operatives,  and 
when  this  was  found  impracticable,  it  was  by  his 
orders  and  through  his  instrumentality  that  the 
only  means  at  hand  were  made  availaole  to  de- 
stroy the  arms,  and  thus  defeat  the  object  of  the 
assault. 

Of  all  those  engaged  in  the  affair  he  was  the 
only  one  exposed  to  personal  peril.  At  one  time, 
surrounded  by  an  inftiriate  mob,  with  a  bayonet 
at  his  breast,  he  misht  probably  have  been  the 
first  victim  of  the  rebellion  but  for  the  generous 
interposition  of  a  gentleman  present,  to  whom  he 
was  almost  a  stranger.  A  citizen  of  Harper's  Ferry 
thus  wrote  to  him,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  April : 
<*  The  feeling  against  you  rose  very  high,  and  I 
was  glad  to  learn  that  you  had  left  the  place.  If 
you  nad  not,  I  have  no  doubt  but  your  person 
would  have  sustained  injury."  After  escaping 
from  the  hands  of  his  captors;  Captain  Kingsbury 
was  enabled,  by  a  night  tramp  of  twenty-two  miles 
over  the  cross-ties  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road, to  reach  Washington  on  the  evening  of  the 
nineteenth,  where  he  found,  on  his  arrival,  that  the 
pressure  of  official  duty  was  such  that  he  had  no 
time  to  make  a  written  report  of  his  conduct 
That,  however,  was  not  then  necessary,  as  the  facts 
were  not  only  well  known  in  military  circles,  but 
also  among  tne  rebel  sympathizers  of  the  capital 
Yet,  notwithstanding  au  this,  the  name  of  the  offi- 
cer who  originated  the  movement,  and  carried  it 
to  a  successful  conclusion,  was  suppressed  at  the 
time  by  the  northern  papers,  and  careftilly  exclud- 
ed firom  an  official  report  of  the  affair  by  the  very 


Secretary  by  whose  order  he  was  thus  suddenly 
placed  in  a  position  of  such  responsibility ;  and 
the  same  version  or  pen'ersion  of  the  facts  is  still 
reproduced  by  all  the  historians  of  the  rebellion. 
But  while  Captain  Kingsbury's  name  was  thus  sys- 
tematically ignored  at  the  north,  and  by  the  war 
department  of  the  government,  his  efforts  for  the 
cause  of  the  Union  were  promptly  recognized  and 
appreciated  elsewhere.  In  the  "Staunton  (Va.) 
Spectator,"  and  other  southern  newspapers,  he 
was  denounced  for  his  action  at  Harper's  Ferry  as 
a  "  diabolical  monster,"  and  his  name  held  up  for 
reproach  and  execration  among  his  fnende  and 
relatives  at  the  south. 

A  brief  glance  at  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  attack  on  Harper's  Ferry  will  show  that 
the  events  of  that  night  probably  had  a  far  more 
important  bearing  upon  the  final  result  of  the 
rebellion  than  has  ever  been  publicly  ascribed  to 
them.  The  object  of  Wise  —  who  it  was  under- 
stood originated  the  raid —  and  his  fellow-conspir- 
ators was,  evidently,  to  capture  the  arms,  proceed 
at  once  to  Baltimore,  arm  the  ruffians  then  having 
control  of  that  city,  and  complete  the  then  easy 
conquest  of  the  national  capital.  An  extra  loco- 
motive of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  with 
steam  on,  was  in  waiting  at  the  Harper's  Ferry 
bridge ;  a  mvsterious  party  from  Baltimore  was 
on  the  ground,  one  of  whom  positively  refused  the 
use  of  tne  engine  to  carry  Captain  Kingsbur)'^  be- 
yond the  power  of  the  mob  from  which  he  had 
just  made  his  escape ;  and  the  next  day  —  the  day 
of  the  slaughter  of  the  Massachusetts  troops  — 
these  arms  would  doubtless  have  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  myrmidons  of  treason  on  a  triumphal  march 
to  Washington. 

This  view  of  the  matter  is  forcibly  presented  in 
Abbott's  history  of  the  rebellion,  and  is  sustained 
by  the  following  extracts  from  letters  written  by 
officers  holding  at  that  time  high  position  in  the 
military  service.  General  Craig,  who  was  then 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  thus  writes :  "  There  can  be  no 
doubt  the  destruction  of  the  arms  there  (Harper's 
Ferry^  was  cause  of  ^at  disanpointment  to  the 
conspirators,  who  evidentlv  calculated  on  being 
able  oy  their  means  to  eouip  a  force  sufficient  to 
capture  the  capital,  half  nlled  as  it  was  with  trai- 
tors and  lukewarm  officials."  General  Cullum, 
who  was  then  on  the  staff  of  Lieutenant-Geuend 
Scott,  writes  as  follows :  "  It  was  doubtless  the 
design  of  the  rebels  to  procure  arms  there  (Har- 
per's Ferry)  and  move  on  Baltimore.  Washing- 
ton was  doubtless  the  ultimate  point  of  attack; 
but  the  whole  rebel  project  failed  by  the  destruc- 
titn  of  the  arms  at  Harper's  Ferry."  If  these 
views  are  correct,  is  it  not  probable  that  not  only 
the  capital,  but  the  nation,  was  thus  saved  ?  For 
if  the  traitors  had  then  obtained  possession  of 
Washington,  the  concession  of  belbgerent  rights 
by  France  and  England  would  have  been  promptly 
followed  by  unconditional  recognition,  and  the  bas- 
tard progeny  of  rebellion  —  to  quote  the  language 
of  Eamund  Burke,  sinularly  applied  —  begotten 
"  in  a  drunken  delirium,  produced  by  hot  spirits 
drawn  from  the  alembic  of  hell,"  would  have  be- 
come legitimatized  by  a  successftil  revolution. 
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Doc.  35. 

CAPTtJRE  OF  THE  CHESAPEAKE. 

LIEUT.-COMMAXDER   NICKELS'S   REPORT. 

UisrTED  States  Stuamer  <'  Klla  and  A^'NA,"  i 

Boston,  December  23, 1863.     ) 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  Commodore  Montgom- 
Qty^s  order  of  the  ninth  inBtant,  to  proceed  to  sea 
and  cruise  in  search  of  the  prate  "  Chesapeake," 
"ve  got  under  way  at  twenty  minutes  to  one  P.  M.,  on 
the  tenth  instant,  and  proceeded  to  sea.    Arrived 
at  Eastport,  Maine,  on  the  twelfth  instant,  at  nine 
A.  M.,  having  encountered  head  winds  and  thick 
weather,  and  lefl  on  the  same  day  at  ten  A.  M., 
with  news  Uiat  the  *•  Chesapeake  "  was  in  Marga- 
ret's Bay,  N.  S.    Arrived  off  Cross  Island,  the 
entrance  to  Margaret's  Bay,  at  six  P.  Mv,  on  the 
thirteenth-    The  weather  being  so  thick  we  could 
not  enter,  and  we  attempted  to  lay  in  sight  of  the 
llgl'.t  ;   but,  thicker  weather  coming  on,  and  a 
heavy  blow  from  the  southward,  we  could  not 
muke  the  land  until  two  P.  M.  on  the  fifteenth 
instant,  to  the  eastward  of  our  port.    Finding  it 
impossible  to  get  into  Margaret's  Bay,  and  the 
•    ship  being  so  light  that  we  could  do  but  little 
in  the  gale  which  was  blowing,  and  our  coal  beine 
nearly  exhausted,  we  ran  into  Halifax.    Arrived 
at  the  coal  wharf  at  half  past  five  P.  M.,  and  left  at 
eltrven  p.M.(having  taken  m  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  tons  coal)  for  La  Have,  N.  S.,  where  the  "  Chesa- 
peake "  was  then  reported  to  be.    All  this  night  a 
heavy  gale  was  bloyring  from  the  westward,  render- 
ing it  difficult  to  get  to  the  windward.    Arrived  at 
La  Have  on  the  sixteenth  instant,  at  three  p.m., and 
found  the  pirate  had  left  that  place  the  night  before, 
and  the  mouth  of  the  river  that  morning.    We  then 
got  news  that  she  was  at  Lunenberg,  (twenty-five 
miles  distant,)  and  we  immediately  started  for  that 
port,  w^here  we  arrived  at  half  past  sif  P.  H.    Tele- 
graphed at  once  to  Halifax  for  news  of  her  where- 
:iiK.uts,  which  we  received,  stating  that  the  "  Ches- 
apeake "  entered  Mud  Cove,  Sambro  Harbor,  that 
eveiiiug.    We  immediately  got  underway,  and  ran 
down  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  where  we  remained, 
bting  unable  to  find  a  pilot  to  take  us  in  before  day- 
light. We  then  steamed  in  under  full  steam,  hoping 
to  catch  the  pirates  asleep.  At  twenty  minutes  past 
Kevcn  A.  M.  made  her  out,  with  a  schooner  alongside 
coaling  her.     We  immediately  cleared  for  action, 
putting  all  the  guns  on  the  starboard  side,  the 
vide  we  wished  to  board  her  from,  as  we  had  news 
that  she  had  mounted  two  guns.    At  ten  minutes 
before   eight  laid  our   ship    alongside,   striking 
her,  but  not  heavily,  on  tne  port  bow.     Upon 
board tng  her,  found  that  all  tne  pirates  had  es- 
c  tpcd,  except  two  who  had  been  shipped  in  the 
Pf  u\ince8.     We  immediately  commenced  coaling 
Lcr  from  this  ship,  also  puttmg  stores,  and  a  prize 
crew  on  board.   We  then  sent  an  armed  boat's  crew 
on  board  the  schooner  which  bad  been  coaling  the 
**  Chesapeake,"  preparatory  to  leaving,  and  found 
several  trunks  and  packages,  which  the  Captain  of 
the  schooner  acknowledged  to  have  been  taken  from 
the  "  Chesapeake,'*  and  also  one  of  the  original 
seventeen  who  captured  the  steamer  off  Cape  Cod, 
and  whom  we  found  lecreted  in  the  cabin,  under 


buffalo  skins.  We  took  the  packages  and  trunks 
on  board  the  **  Chesapeake,''  transferring  the  pirate, 
together  with  the  otner  two  found  on  board  the 
"Chesapeake,''  to  the  •<  Ella  and  Anna,"  and 
placed  tnem  in  double  irons. 

I  neglected  to  say  that,  when  near  the  prize  the 
American  ensign  was  hoisted,  "  Union  down,"  by 
the  engineer,  one  of  the  original  crew  held  as 
prisoners  by^  the  pirates  soon  after  the  pirates 
nad  left  her  in  boots. 

At  one  P.  M.  finished  coalinK,  and  nut  Acting- 
Master  Wniiam  McGlown  in  coiurge  or  the  prize, 
with  written  orders  to  proceed  to  Boston,  and  re- 
port to  the  Commandant  of  the .  navy  yard.  I 
unmediately  got  under  way  with  prize  alongside, 
and  steamed  out  of  the  Cove.  At  the  mouth  of 
Sambro  Harbor  feU  in  with  the  United  States  sloop 
of  war  '*  Dacotah,"  Captain  Cleary,  who  hailed  us, 
and  asked  if  that  was  the  **  Chesapeake."  I  replied 
in  the  affirmative.  He  then  asked,  "  Where  do  you 
proceed  with  your  prize  P  "  I  replied,  '<To  Boston." 
He  then  asked,  *'I)id  you  eaten  the  pirates?"  I 
replied,  I  had  but  three.  He  then  told  me  to  re- 
paur  on  board.  I  went  on  board,  when  he  ordered 
me  to  proceed  to  Halifax  with  the  prize  for  ad- 
judication ;  at  which  port  we  arrrvea  and  dropped 
anchor  at  quarter  before  four  p.  M.  I  immediately 
telegraphea  to  Commandant  Montgomer}'  of  my  ar- 
rival, and  of  my  capture.  The  matter  now  remains  in 
Captain  deary's  hands,  who,  on  the  morning  of  the 
nineteenth,  ordered  me  to  transfer  the  prisoners  to 
the  custody  of  the  British  officers,  ana  to  turn  the 
prize  over  to  the  British  authorities.  Accord- 
ingly at  one  p.  H.  I  sent  Ensign  Coghlan  with  the 
three  prisoners  to  the  British  authorities  ap- 
pointea  to  receive  them.  At  two  p.  H.  I  trans- 
ferred the  prize  to  the  British  authorities.  Captain 
O'Brien,  of  the  revenue  service,  taking  charge 
of  her. 

At  four  P.  H.  the  '^  Dacotah"  made  signals  for 
us  to  saiL  I  immediately  visited  the  General  com- 
manding that  post,  and  made  apology  for  not  call- 
ins,  on  my  entrance  the  first  tune,  and  sailed  at 
hm  past  six  p.  M.  for  Boston,  where  we  arrived 
this  day. 

Before  closing  I  would  call  your  attention  to 
the  noble  conduct  of  all  my  officers,  all  of  whom 
volunteered  for  this  service.  Some  of  them  had 
just  returned  from  a  two  years'  cruise,  and  had  at 
this  time  received  no  leave  of  absence  to  see  their 
families,  being  attached  to  the  ''  Santiago  de 
Cuba."  The  others  were  attached  to  vessels  now 
refitting  in  Boston,  and  enjoying  a  few  days  in 
port  All  were  ready  for  any  duty  or  emergency, 
and  seconded  me  in  any  matter  I  proposed,  and 
underwent  the  hardships  of  a  cold  and  stormy 
cruise  cheerfuUy. 

Enclosed  please  find  a  list  of  the  officers,  show- 
ing the  duty  they  were  upon  when  attached  to 
this  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Nickels,  U.  S.  N., 

Acting  Vol.  IJeat-Com.  U.  S.  Steamer  **  ElU  and  Anna.** 

To  Admiral  Silas  Steingham, 

Commandant  Nary  Yard,  Boiton. 
I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy. 

J.  F.  rilCKELS. 
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Doa  d6. 

THE   BATTLE   OF   CHICKAMAUGA. 
GENERAL  T.   J.  WOOD'S  REPORT. 

HBADgVABTBRS  FlBST  DiVISIOK  ) 

Twenty -FIRST  Army  Corps,    > 
ChattahoooAi  Tbvx.,  September  29,  18A3. ) 

Sir  :  At  early  dawn  of  the  morning  of  Sunday, 
the  sixteenth  August,  I  received  an  order  to  move 
with  my  division  from  Hillshoro*,  Middle  Tennes- 
see, by  the  most  practicable  and  expeditious  route 
across  the  Cumberland  Mountain  to  Sherman  in 
the  Sequatchy  Valley. 

Wednesday  evening,  the  nineteenth,  was  the 
time  fixed  for  the  division  to  arrive  at  the  destina- 
tion assigned  to  it 

The  Second  brigade  fWagner's)  had  for  a 
month  previously  occupied  Pelham,  near  the  foot 
of  the  mountains,  and  General  Wagner  had  been 
ordered  to  repair  the  road  up  the  mountains  known 
as  the  Park  road.  As  the  order  of  movement  left 
to  my  discretion  the  route  by  which  my  division 
should  cross  the  mountains,  I  determined  to  make 
the  ascent  by  the  Park  road,  thence  to  Tracy  City, 
thence  by  Johnson's  to  Purdon's,  where  I  would 
fall  into  the  road  leading  from  McMinnville,  by 
Altam  Cut,  to  Thurman. 

Inunediately  on  receiving  the  order  I  despatched 
instructions  to  General  Wagner  to  commence  the 
ascent  of  the  mountains,  and  to  insure  his  being 
out  of  the  way  of  the  other  two  brigades,  I  directed 
he  should  continue  the  work  of  getting  up  his 
train  during  the  night  of  the  sixteenth.  This  was 
done,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  seven- 
teenth, the  roaa  being  free,  the  First  and  Thifd 
bri^des,  with  their  baggajge  trains  and  the  ammu- 
nition, and  supply  trains  of  the  division,  began  to 
ascend  the  mountains. 

The  work  was  continued  unintermittedly  through 
the  day  and  entire  night  of  the  seventeenth,  and 
by  ten  o'clock  of  the  eighteenth  the  whole  was  up. 
Wagner's  bri^de  had  advanced  to^  Tracy  City 
Monday  morning,  the  seventeenth,  with  orders  to 
move  forward  as  far  as  the  Thurman,  or  Anderson 
road,  on  Tuesday,  the  eighteenth.  I  allowed  the 
First  and  Third  brigades,  Buell's  and  Marker's,  to 
rest  until  one  p.  M.,  on  the  eighteenth,  and  then 
mbved  to  Tracy  City.  Wagner  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance on  the  Thurman  road  to  Thurman,  Wednes- 
day morning,  select  a  eood  encampment,  and 
await  my  arrival  there  wiUi  the  other  Second  bri- 
gades and  the  heavy  trains.  The  distance  from 
Tracy  City  to  Thurman  is  twenty-eight  miles, 
which  had  to  be  accomplished  in  one  day,  with 
the  First  and  Third  brigades,  their  batteries,  and 
the  trains  to  be  at  the  rendezvous  assigned  me  at 
the  designated  time.  At  four  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the 
nineteenth,  the  march  was  commenced,  and  a  little 
after  nightfall  the  brigades  encamped  at  Thurman. 

The  order  for  the  general  movement  directed 
me  to  take  with  me  two  days'  subsistence  for  the 
men,  and  ten  days'  grain  for  the  animals.  I  de- 
scended into  the  Sequatchy  Valley  with  twenty- 
five  days'  subsistence  for  the  men,  and  sixteen 
days'  grain  for  the  animals. 


I  do  not  mention  this  fact  in  a  spirit  of  egotism, 
but  simply  to  show  what  can  be  accomplished  by 
intelligence,  good  judgment,  energy,  and  a  wUlinpr- 
ness  to  make  some  sacrifice  of  personal  comfort 
by  commanders. 
'  Every  experienced  and  educated  soldier  knows 
that  one  of  the  greatest  drawbacks  on  the  mobility 
and  activity,  and  consequently  on  the  offensive 
power  of  an  army,  is  to  be  found  in  the  immense 
baggage  and  supply  trains  that  usually  accompany 
its  movements :  hence,  whatever  lessens  the  num- 
ber of  vehicles  required  for  the  transport  of  bag- 
gage, by  so  much  increases  the  efficiency  of  the 
army.  I  transported  all  the  supplies  I  took  into 
Sequatchy  Valley  in  the  wagons  originally  assigned 
to  my  division  for  the  transportation  of  regimental 
and  staff  baggage. 

I  was  then  prepared  with  my  division  for  a  cam- 
paign of  twenty-nve  days  on  lull  rations,  or  fifty 
days  on  half  rations.  The  additional  forage  re- 
quired beyond  what  I  brought  with  me  could 
have  been  found  in  the  country. 

In  conformity  with  the  order  for  the  general 
movement  I  despatched  Wagner's  brigade  early 
on  Thursday  morning,  the  twentieth,  to  the  east- 
tern  slope  of  Naldroirs  ridge,  to  make  something 
of  a  show  of  force,  and  at  the  same  time  closely 
observe,  and,  if  opportunity  permitted,  to  threaten 
the  enemy.  With  the  other  two  brigades,  First 
and  Thira,  I  remained  encamped  at  Thurman  till 
the  early  morning  of  the  first  of  September ;  I 
then  moved,  in  conformity  to  orders,  to  Jasper, 
lower  down  in  the  valley. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  second  I  received 
an  order  to  send  one  of  my  brigades  to  Shell- 
mound,  to  cross  the  Tennessee  Hiver.  The  First 
brigade  was  immediately  put  in  motion  under  this 
order,  and,  under  the  skilful  management  of 
Colonel  BueU,  was  thrown  across  the  river  rapidly 
and  without  accident  during  the  night.  Flarly  on 
the  morning  of  the  third,  I  moved  with  the  Third 
brigade  and  the  ammunition  and  ambulance  trains 
to  the  crossing,  and  with  the  energetic  and  judi- 
cious assistance  of  Colonel  Harker,  had  everything 
passed  rapidly  across  without  accident.  I  remained 
encamped  at  Shellmound  until  Saturday  afternoon, 
the  fifth,  awaiting  orders,  the  delay  being  occa- 
sioned by  the  necessity  of  waiting  for  the  supply 
trains,  which  had  been  sent  across  the  river  at 
Bridgeport. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  fifth  I  received  an 
order  to  move  with  the  two  brigades  of  my  divis- 
ion with  me,  via  Whiteside  and  the  river  road, 
to  the  junction  of  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga 
Railroad  with  the  Trenton  Railroad,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  observing  and  threatening  the  enemy  post- 
ed on  the  spur  of  Lookout  Mountain.  I  advanced 
as  far  as  Whiteside  Saturday  afternoon  and  even- 
ing. Early  Sunday  morning  I  continued  to  ad- 
vance, Marker's  brigade  leading.  Soon  very  light 
parties  of  the  enemy  were  encountered,  but  they 
rapidly  fell  back  before  my  steady  onward  move- 
ment, though  the  country  through  which  my  line 
of  march  led  me  is  most  favorable  to  a  prolonged 
and  obstinate  resistance  by  a  small  force. 

Crossing  Raccoon  Mountain,  I  descended  into 
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L  vikout  Mountain  Valleyi  and  then  followed  down 
the  yalley  northward  to  the  junction  of  the  two 
railways.  As  I  moved  down  the  vallev  the  ene- 
my's ai^al  stations  on  the  crest  of  Lookout 
?.Iountam  were  in  full  and  perfect  view,  evidently 
watcUinir  my  advance,  and  rapidly  communicating 
the  result  of  their  observations  to  the  rear.  At 
the  junction  of  the  railway  my  command  was 
about  two  to  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  enemy's 
advanced  works ;  but  the  outposts  and  pickets 
were  much  nearer  each  other,  in  fact,  in  hearing 
distance.  As  I  was  well  aware  that  the  enemy  had 
been  able  to  learn  from  his  signal  stations  with 
very  close  approximate  correctness  the  strength 
of  my  command,  and  hence  would  be  most  likely 
disposed  to  take  advantage  of  my  inferiority  of 
force  and  attempt  to  crush  me  by  a  sudden  blow, 
I  immediately  made  the  best  possible  disposition 
to  foil  him  in  such  an  attempt  In  making  these 
dispositions  I  soon  became  convinced  of  the  utter 
untenableness  of  the  position  at  the  junction  of 
the  railway  for  an  inferior  force  to  receive  an  at- 
tack from  a  superior  one.  The  position  is  entirely 
open,  capable  of  being  assailed  simultaneously  in 
front,  on  both  flanks,  and  in  rear.  I  was  well 
satisfied  I  was  in  the  immediate  proximity  of  a 
very  large  force  of  the  enemy,  (wnich  could  be 
still  furtner  swelled  in  a  very  short  time.)  This 
information  I  had  gained  satisfactorily  during 
my  advance ;  and  it  was  strengthened  and  corrob- 
orated during  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the 
sixth.  At  two  o'clock  F.  u.  I  communicated  to 
the  Corps  commander  my  position  seven  miles  from 
Qjattanooga,  (being  at  tne  junction  of  the  rail- 
way,) informed  him  of  my  immt^diate  proximity  to 
the  enemy,  and  attempted  to  describe  briefly  the 
objects  which  debaired  my  farther  progress  to 
Cliattanooga.  At  four  p.  M.  I  communicated  to 
him  the  result  of  further  observations,  and  some 
facts  omitted  in  my  note  of  two  p.  M.  In  my 
note  of  two  P.  M.  I  suggested  that  he  should  move 
part  of  the  force  immediately  with  him,  to  cover 
my  rear  from  a  reverse  attack.  This  he  declined 
tu  do,  on  the  ^oxmd  of  a  want  of  authority,  and 
indicated  that  in  case  I  should  be  attacked  by  a 
superior  force  I  would  have  to  fall  back  on  him, 
siho  indicating  that  if  I  should  have  to  retreat,  I 
had  better  do  so  by  the  Trenton  road.  I  had 
already  opened  communication  with  him  by  that 
road.  Not  intending  to  retreat  except  as  a  matter 
of  direct  necessity  and  last  extremity,  and  as  the 
evidence  continued  to  increase  during  the  evening 
that  I  would  be  attacked  in  heavy  force  early  next 
morning,  I  determined  to  shift  my  command  a 
mile  and  a  half  to  the  rear,  to  a  verv  strong  and 
highly  defensible  position,  in  which  f  was  satisfied 
1  could  maintain  myself  against  almost  any  odds 
for  a  long  time,  and  if  finally  overpowered,  could 
draw  oS  my  command  to  the  rear.  From  this 
position  I  could  maintain  my  communication  by 
the  Trenton  road  with  the  force  immediately  with 
the  Corps  commander.  The  movement  was  com- 
menced at  ten  o'clock  p.  M.,  the  sixth,  and  made 
with  perfect  success,  though  my  pickets  were  at 
the  time  in  hearing  of  the  enemy's  pickets.  Mv 
command  was  thus  safely  extricated  from  immedi- 


ate imminent  danger.  I  learned  satisfactorily, 
during  the  afternoon  of  the  sixth,  that  the  spur  of 
Lookout  Mountain  was  held  by  Chatham's  divis- 
ion, supported  immediately  in  rear  of  Hindman*s 
(late  Withers's)  division,  being  the  whole  of  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Polk's  Corps.  My  two  small  bri- 
gades confronted  this  force.  About  eight  a.  m.  in 
the  morning  of  the  seventh,  I  received  a  copy  of 
a  communication  addressed  by  the  commanding 
General  to  the  Corps  commander,  saying  that  he 
thought  it  would  be  safe  (judging  from  some  indi- 
cations he  had  obtained  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy)  to  threaten  the  enemy  on  the  spur  of 
Lookout  Mountain  with  a  part  of  my  force.  This 
communication  the  corps  commander  appears  to 
have  construed  into  an  order  to  make  a  reconnois- 
sance  in  force,  and  accordingly  ordered  that  I 
should  make  such  a  reconnoissance  without  loss  of 
time.  I  accordingly  commenced  at  once  to  make 
my  preparations  for  making  the  reconnoissance, 
and  actually  made  it  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment compatible  with  the  safety  of  the  command 
and  the  assurance  of  the  success  of  the  reconnois- 
sance itself.  As  the  results  of  the  reconnoissance 
have  hitherto  been  reported,  I  will  not  now  reca- 
pitulate theuL  After  taking  the  necessary  pre- 
cautions for  insuring  the  safety,  as  far  as  possible, 
of  the  commimd  to  be  engaged  in  the  reconnois- 
sance, and  the  assurance  of  the  success  of  the  re- 
connoissance, I  committed  the  conduct  of  it  to  that 
gallant  and  accomplished  officer,  Colonel  Harker, 
commanding  the  Tnird  brigade  of  my  division.  I 
instructed  him  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  circum- 
spection, but  to  force  his  command  as  near  to  the 
enemy's  position  as  he  might  deem  prudent  This 
point  I  was  of  course  compelled  to  submit  to  his 
judgment  It  aflbrds  me  the  greatest  satisfaction 
to  record,  in  a  permanent,  official  manner,  that 
Colonel  Harker  conducted  the  reconnoissance  in 
exact  conformitv  with  my  wishes  and  instructions. 
Securing  well  his  flanks  and  rear  from  being 
assailed  without  timely  notice,  he  drove  his  solid 
line  to  within  some  thousand  yards  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  (and  his  line  of  skirmishers  to  within 
some  §ix  hundred  yards,)  when  twelve  guns  opened 
on  him,  and  then  drew  off  his  command,  with  the 
loss  of  but  one  man.  I  know  no  parallel  in  mili- 
tary history  to  this  reconnoissance.  My  command 
being  mucn  jaded  and  worn  by  the  labors  of  the 
several  preceding  days,  I  allowed  it  to  rest  during 
the  eighth.  But  I  was  on  the  alert  to  gain  infor- 
mation of  the  movements  and  designs  of  the  ene- 
my. Near  nightfall  I  obtained  some  information 
which  led  me  to  suspect  the  enemy  was  evacuating 
Chattanooga,  but  the  individuals  who  gave  it  were 
by  no  means  positive.  With  a  view  to  verifying 
this  information,  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  Corps 
commander,  informing  him  that  I  had  observed 
some  mysterious  indications  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  of  which  I  proposed  to  compel  a  develop- 
ment by  a  reconnoissance  in  force  early  next  morn- 
ing. During  the  night  I  received  a  reply  to  my 
note,  saying  the  Corps  commander  could  90t  ap- 
prove the  making  the  reconnoissance  on  account 
of  some  indications  of  a  general  movement  of  the 
army,  but  that  he  would  refer  my  note  to  the  com- 
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manding  General.  Confidently  believing  the  com- 
manding General  would  approve  my  proposition  to 
make  the  reconnoissance,  I  held  my  command  in 
readiness  for  the  movement.  In  the  mean  time 
General  Wagner,  having  with  him  the  Second 
brigade  of  my  division,  had  received  information 
on  the  northern  side  of  the  river  that  the  enemy 
was  evacuating  Chattanooga. 

The  information  having  been  communicated  to 
the  commanding  Generd  of  the  army,  an  order 
was  despatched  to  me  to  move  my  command  to 
Chattanooga,  prepared  for  a  vigorous  pursuit  of 
the  enemy. 

This  agreeable  order  was  joyfully  obe}'ed,  and 
in  a  very  few  minutes  my  command  was  in  rapid 
motion.  Between  my  late  camp  in  Lookout 
Mountain  Valley  and  the  spur  of  the  mountain 
my  command  was  overtaken  by  the  Ninety-second 
nfinois  mounted  infantry,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Adkins,  who  informed  me  he  had  been  ordered  to 
press  forward  to  Chattanooga  with  all  haste,  to 
secure  any  property  the  enem^  might  have  left 
behind,  and  to  discover  somethmg  of  his  lines  of 
retreat,  I  allowed  his  regiment  to  pass  my  com- 
mand ;  but  on  the  spur  of  the  mountain  I  overtook 
the  regiment,  halted,  when  the  Colonel  informed 
me  that  the  enemy's  skirmishers  outflanked  his, 
and  his  further  progress  was  debarred.  I  immedi- 
ately threw  forward  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Young  commanding,  to  the  right 
and  higher  up  the  mountain  side  than  the  skir- 
mishers of  Colonel  Adkins  extended,  and  rapidly 
drove  the  enemy's  skirmishers  from  the  mountain 
side.'  No  further  opposition  was  encountered  in 
occupying  Chattanooga,  and  the  Ninety-second 
Illinois  pushed  rapidly  into  the  town,  followed  hy 
my  First  and  Third  brigades.  The  Second  bn- 
cade  crossed  from  the  north  side  of  the  river  dur- 
mg  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  ninth.  The 
colors  of  the  Ninety-seventh  Ohio,  of  the  Second 
brigade  of  m}'  division,  were  the  first  planted  on 
the  works  of  Chattanooga,  having  been  brought 
across  the  river  by  a  few  men  m  a  small  boat 
early  in  the  morning.  Thus  was  this  ^reat  stra- 
tegic position,  the  fong-sought  goal,  gamed  to  us, 
and  occupied  by  our  troops ! 

Placing  myself  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  oc- 
cupation in  communication  with  most  intelligent 
and  reliable  citizens,  I  learned  that  a  portion  of 


the  enemy's  troops  had  retreated  by  the  Cove 

the  bagg 
and  the  material  of  war,  had  retreated  by  thelloss- 


road,  and  that  the  remainder,  with  the  baggage 


ville  and  Lafayette  road.  I  was  informed  further 
that  Buckners  command,  which  had  been  posted 
at  Tyner's  Station,  on  the  railway,  had  retreated 
by  Johnson,  to  Ringgold;  but  I  subsequently 
learned  that  he  did  not  go  so  far  eastward  as  Ring- 
gold, but  passed  through  Greysville,  and  thence 
to  Lafayette.  The  bulk  of  these  facts  I  reported 
to  the  commander  of  the  Corps  immediately  on  his 
arrival,  and  by  him  I  am  informed  they  were  com- 
municated to  the  commanding  General.  My  di- 
vision  remained  in  Chattanooga  until  the  morning 
of  the  tenth.  I  then  received  an  order  to  detau 
one  brigade  to  occupy  the  town,  and  move  with 
the  other  two  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  by  the  Ross- 


ville  and  Ringgold  Road.  The  Second  brigade 
was  detailed  to  remain  in  Chattanooga.  At  ten 
A.  M.  of  the  tenth,  I  led  the  First  and  Third  bri- 
gades out  of  Chattanooga,  to  commence  the  pursuit 
of  the  enemy.  At  two  P.  M.  of  that  day  I  ad- 
vised the  Corps  commander  of  the  reported  pres- 
ence of  a  considerable  force  on  my  right  flank, 
and  at  half  past  seven  P.  M.  I  further  advised  him 
that  I  had  taken  a  '*  contraband  "  during  the  late 
afternoon,  who  reported  the  bulk  of  the  rel)el 
army,  with  General  Bragg  in  person,  at  Gordon's 
Mill,  on  the  Chickamauga,  where  it  is  crossed  by 
the  Rossville  and  Lafayette  road.  I  was  incredu- 
lous of  the  story,  and  so  expressed  myself;  but 
if  true,  it  was  so  important  it  should  be  known, 
that  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  report  his  narrative. 
It  is  due  to  the  humble  person  who  furnished  me 
this  invaluable  information  to  record  that  subse- 
quent  developments  proved  his  report  to  be 
singularly  accurate  and  correct  Based  on  my  note 
of  naif  past  seven  P.  M.  of  the  tenth,  a  commu- 
nication was  sent  me  by  the  commanding  General 
to  send  a  brigade  by  the  way  of  Rossville,  to  make 
a  reconnoissance  in  the  direction  of  Gordon's  Mill, 
with  a  view  to  verifying  the  truth  of  the  "  contra- 
band's "  report  The  order  was  received  at  early 
daylight  of^the  morning  of  the  eleventh.  Colonel 
Harker's  brigade  was  immediately  sent  to  execute 
this  service.  About  the  time  Harker's  brigade 
was  moving,  the  Corps  commander  arrived  at  ray 
camp.  I  was  directed  by  him  to  move  forward 
with  my  remaining  brigade  two  miles  on  the  Ring- 
gold road,  and  there  to  await  further  orders.  The 
order  was  obeyed.  At  half  past  three  P.  M.,  while 
awaiting  further  instructions,  I  received  an  order 
&om  the  commanding  General  to  move  across  the 
country,  by  the  shortest  and  most  expeditious 
route,  to  the  Rossville  and  Lafayette  road,  to  sup- 
port Colonel  Harker.  Near  the  same  hour  I  re- 
ceived a  note  from  Colonel  Harker,  informing  me 
tliat  he  had  been  driving  the  enemy  all  day,  and 
had  arrived  within  three  miles  of  Cfordon's  Mill. 
I  immediately  sent  him  an  order  to  press  forwnrd 
to  the  mill,  and  informing  him  that  t  would  make 
a  junction  there  with  him  during  the  eveninj?.  The 
iunction  was. made,  and  fortunately,  for  Harker 
had  been  driving  his  little  brigade  all  day  against 
a  vastly  superior  force,  the  rear  guard  of  the  ene- 
my's great  army.  A  full  report  of  this  brilliant 
and  aangerous  reconnoissance  has  been  already 
made,  and  it  is  not  now  necessary  that  I  should 
say  more  than  that  it  was  superbly  made. 

When  I  arrived  at  Gordon's  Mill,  at  half  past 
eight  P.  M.,  of  the  eleventh,  the  enemy's  camp  fires 
could  be  distinctly  seen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
creek.  Their  light  reflected  over  a  wide  section  of 
the  horizon,  ana  extending  upward  on  the  heavens, 
told  that  the  foe  was  present  in  considerable  force. 
It  was  my  intention  to  continue  the  pursuit  early 
next  morning,  the  twelfth,  but  till  eiget  o'clock  A.  ?(. 
\he  atmosphere  was  so  loaded  with  haze,  fog,  and 
smoke,  that  it  was  difficult  to  see  a  hundred  yards 
in  advance.  While  I  was  waiting  for  the  atmos- 
phere to  become  sufficiently  clear  to  continue  the 
pursuit  I  received  an  order  to  remain  at  Gordon's 
Mill  until  the  Corps  commander  arrived  there  \silh 
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the  other  two  diviaiona  of  the  corps.-  This  was 
done  during  the  afternoon  of  the  twelfth.  My 
two  brigades  remained  quiet  during  the  thirteenth, 
enjoying  much  needed  rest  During  the  evening 
of  the  Uiirteenth  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  instructions 
from  the  commanding  General  to  the  Corps  com- 
mauder  was  furnished  me  by  the  latter,  in  which 
he  was  directed  to  leave  my  command  at  Gordon's 
Mill,  and  proceed  with  the  other  two  divisions  to 
a  position  on  Missionary  Ridge,  with  a  view  to  fa- 
cilitating the  concentration  with  the  other  corps 
of  the  army.  My  orders  directed  me  to  try  stoutly 
to  maintain  the  position  at  Gordon's  Mill,  but  if 
attacked  by  a  superior  force,  to  fall  back  slowly, 
resisting  stoutly,  to  Rossville,  where  it  was  sup- 
posed I  would  be  supported  by  Maj6r-General 
U ranger's  force,  in  case  of  extremity ;  and  in  case 
I  should  not  be  supported  at  Rossville  by  Granger, 
I  w  as  directed  to  select  a  position  guarding  the 
roads  leading  to  Chattanooga  and  around  the 
point  of  Lookout  Mountain,  and  hold  them  at  all 
hazards.  Resolyed  to  make  the  most  stubborn 
resistance  at  Gordon's  Mill,  I  took  advantage  of 
the  creek,  a  very  strong  and  defensible  position, 
and  barricaded  my  entire  front  and  flanks  strongly. 
So  strengthened,  I  could  have  successfully  resisted 
a  front  attack  of  a  vastly  superior  force. 

AVith  the  exception  of  an  occasional  firing  on 
my  pickets,  the  enemy  left  me  undisturbed  at 
Gordon's  Mill  till  between  eleven  a.  m.  and 
twelve  M.,  of  Friday,  the  eighteenth  instant  A 
ra|)id  advance  of  his  light  troops,  supported  by 
truops  in  a  solid  liue  on  my  right  front,  drove  in 
my  pickets  as  far  as  the  creek,  but  no  effort  was 
made  to  pass  the  stream.  Such  an  attempt  would 
have  been  foiled,  and  cost  the  enemy  dearly.  At 
about  one  o'clock  P.  M.  a  force,  apparently  about 
a  brigade  of  four  regiments,  emerged  from  the 
woods  on  the  southern  side  of  the  creek,  nearly 
opposite  the  centre  of  my  position,  apparently 
with  the  intention  of  forcing  a  passage  at  the  ford 
near  the  milL  A  few  well-durected  shots  from 
Bradley's  battery  soon  forced  him  to  relinquish 
this  design,  and  seek  the  shelter  of  the  woods. 
The  enemy  continued  to  hover  in  my  front  during 
the  whole  afternoon,  making,  however,  no  serious 
attempts,  and  I  accordingly  became  reasonably 
satisfied  that  his  demonstrations  were  only  a  mask 
to  his  real  design,  that  of  passing  a  heavy  force 
acro&s  the  creek  lower  down,  with  a  view  to  turn- 
ing our  left,  and  cutting  our  communications  with 
Chattanooga.  I  communicated  my  opinion  on 
thb  point  to  the  commanding  General  at  his  head- 

?uarter8  during  the  evening  of  the  eighteenth, 
t  was  verified  by  the  opening  of  a  terrific  engage- 
ment on  our  left  as  early  as  half  past  eight  A.  M.  on 
the  nineteenth ;  troops  had  been  moved  to  our  left 
during  the  night  of  the  eighteenth  to  meet  the 
exigency.  The  battle  continued  throughout  the 
forenoon  and  into  the  afternoon,  but  my  command 
was  left  at  Gordon's  Mill  until  three  o  clock  P.  M. 
At  this  hour  I  received  a  verbal  order  from  the 
Corps  commander,  through  one  of  his  staff,  to 
move  with  my  command,  and  to  take  position,  as 
well  as  I  now  remember,  on  the  rignt  of  some 
part  of  General  Van  Cleve'»  division.    Through- 


out the  entire  preceding  part  of  the  day  I  had 
distinctly  observed  a  considerable  force  an  front 
of  my  position  at  Gordon's  Mill,  and  just  before 
I  had  received  the  order  to  move  into  action  a 
"  contraband  "  came  into  my  lines,  from  whom  I 
learned  that  this  force  was  the  division  of  General 
Bushrod  Johnson. 

Knowing  that  it  wouldpass  the  creek  immediately 
on  my  evacuating  my  position,  if  it  should  not  be 
occupied  by  some  otner  troops,  I  despatched  one 
of  my  Aids-de-camp  to  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral, to  inform  him  of  the  presence  of  this  force  in 
my  then  front,  and  to  suggest  that  at  least  a  bri- 
gade should  be  sent  to  occupy  the  position  so  soon 
as  I  should  vacate  it  On  his  way  to  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  commanding  General  my  Aid-de-camp 
encountered  Major-Genersd  McCook,  to  whom  he 
communicated  the  object  of  his  mission  to  head- 
quarters. General  McCook  immediately  ordered 
a  brigade  from  his  corps  to  move  into  position  at 
Gordon's  Mill.  My  Aid-de-camp  rode  on  to 
headquarters  and  reported  what  haa  been  done  to 
the  commanding  General,  who  approved  the  dis- 
position. No  delay,  however,  nad  occuned  on 
this  account  in  the  movement  of  my  command 
from  Gordon's  Mill.  Immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  the  order  my  command  was  put  in  rapid  mo- 
tion for  the  scene  of  the  great  coimict.  As  already 
remarked,  the  order  directed  me  to  take  position 
on  the  right  of  General  Van  Clcve's  command,  but 
as  I  was  totally  ignorant  of  his  position  in  the 
battle,  and  met  no  one  on  my  arrival  on  the  field 
to  enlighten  me,  I  found  myself  much  embarrassed 
for  the  want  of  information,  whereas  I  could  bring 
my  command  judiciously  and  effectively  into  ac- 
tion. It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  many  of 
.the  troops  were  engaged  in  the  woods,  and  that 
it  was  next  to  impossible  to  gain  information  by 
sight  of  the  arrangement  of  the  troops  already 
engaged. 

This  information  could  only  be  given  by  gen- 
eral and  staff  officers,  posted  in  advance  to  aid  ut 
bringing  the  troops  arriving  freshly  on  the  ground 
into  action  properly.  Fortunately,  shortly  after 
my  arrival  on  the  field  I  met  General  Davis,  from 
whom  I  received  some  useful  information  in  regard 
to  the  status  of  the  conflict  From  him  I  learned 
that  his  left  brigade,  Haynes's,  was  sorely  pressed 
and  needed  assistance.  While  I  was  in  conference 
with  him,  a  staff  officer  informed  him  that  Colonel 
Haynes  reported  he  could  not  maintain  his  position, 
and  at  the  same  instant  I  saw  a  stream  of  fugi- 
tives pouring  out  of  the  woods  across  the  Ross- 
ville and  Lafayette  road,  and  over  the  field  to  the 
west  of  it  These,  I  learned,  belonged  to  Haynes's 
brigade  of  Davis's  division.  It  was  evident  a  cri- 
sis was  at  hand ;  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  before 
which  these  men  were  retiring,  most  be  checked 
at  once,  or  the  army  would  be  cut  in  twain.  De- 
siring Major  Mendenhall,  of  the  Corps  comman- 
der's staff,  who  chanced  to  be  near  me  at  the  mo- 
ment, to  go  and  rally  the  fugitives  rushing  across 
the  field  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  I  at  once 
commenced  my  dispositions  to  check  the  advan- 
cing foe.  When  I  nrst  met  General  Davis  on  the 
field  I  had  inquired  of  him  where  the  fight  was. 
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He  pointed  into  the  woods,  whence  the  roar  and 
rattle  of  a  very  sharp  musketry  fire  resounded, 
and  told  me  ttrnt  Haynes's  brigade  was  heavily 
engaged  in  there.  I  immediately  directed  Col- 
onel Marker  to  form  his  brigade  in  battle  array 
nearly  parallel  to  the  Rossville  and  Lafayette  road, 
advance  into  the  woods,  and  engage  the  enemy. 
But  the  evidence  immediately  brought  to  my  no- 
tice, that  Haynes's  brigade  was  retiring,  made  a 
change  in  this  position  necessary.  I  consequent- 
ly directed  Colonel  Harker  to  throw  forward  his 
nght,  holding  his  left  as  a  pivot  on  the  road,  thus 
giving  his  line  an  obUque  direction  to  the  road, 
and  tnen  advance  his  whole  line.  By  this  dispo- 
sition I  hoped  to  be  able  to  take  the  enemy's  ad- 
vancing force  in  flank.  These  dispositions,  though 
expeditiously  made,  were  scarcely  completed,  when 
a  staff  officer  rode  up,  and  reported  that  the  en- 
emy had  gained  the  road  and  was  advancing  up  it 
in  the  direction  of  Gordon's  Mill.  This  informa- 
tion rendered  necessary  a  further  change  in  the 
arrangement  of  Harker's  brigade.  I  ordered  him 
to  refuse  his  left,  which  brought  the  left  half  of  his 
line  at  right  angles  to  the  road,  and  gave  to  his 
whole  front  the  form  of  a  broken  line,  with  the 
apex  towards  the  enemy.  In  this  shape  he  ad- 
vanced rapidly,  engaged  the  enemy,  and  drove  him 
between  a  half  and  three  fourths  of  a  mile.  I  fol- 
lowed his  advance  nearly  half  a  mile,  and  finding 
he  was  doing  well,  as  well  as  having  perfect  con- 
fidence in  his  ability  to  handle  his  brigade,  I  re- 
marked to  him  that  I  would  then  leave  him  and 
go  to  look  after  my  other  brigade.  Colonel  Buell 
commanding,  which  had  followed  Harker's  to  the 
field  of  battle.  For  the  details  of  the  severe  con- 
flict through  which  Barker's  brigade  passed  at 
this  stage  of  the  battle,  for  an  account  of  the  val- 
uable service  it  rendered  in  checking  the  force 
which  threatened  to  cut  the  right  of  the  army  from 
the  left,  for  a  report  of  the  heavy  loss  of  gallant 
oflScers  and  men  which  occurred  here,  and  for  a 
inscription  of  the  skilful  manner  in  which  the  bri- 
gade was  extricated  from  the  perils  by  which  it 
became  environed  from  encountering  in  its  advance 
a  vastly  superior  force,  I  must  refer  to  the  more 
detailed  report  of  Colonel  Harker,  The  list  of 
casualties  attests  the  severity  of  the  fighting.  The 
gallant,  commander  himself  had  two  horses  shot 
under  him.  Bradley's  batter)',  attached  to  Har- 
ker's  brigade,  owing  to  the  density  of  the  woods 
into  which  the  brigade  advanced,  did  not  accom- 
pany it.  ITie  signal  service  which  this  battery 
rendered  at  a  later  period  of  the  action  will  be 
chronicled  at  the  proper  time.  Leaving  Harker's 
brigade,  I  returned  to  where  I  had  ordered  Col- 
onel Buell  to  halt  and  form  his  brigade.  When  I 
first  met  General  Davis  on  the  field  of  battle, 
I  was  informed  by  him  that  Carlin's  brigade  of 
his  division  was  hotly  engaged  in  the  woods  in 
advance,  or  eastward,  of  the  cornfield  in  which 
our  meeting  occurred.  The  sharp  and  quick  rat- 
tle of  musketry  fully  assured  the  correctness  of 
the  statement.  Seeing  no  other  reserve  at  hand, 
and  assured  that  both  Harker  and  Carlin  were 
seriously  engaged,  I  determined  to  hold  Buell's 
brigade' in  hand  to  meet  emergencies.    And  it 


was  fortunate  I  did  so,  for  ere  long  Cariin's  bri- 
gade was  swept  back  out  of  the  woods,  across  the 
cornfield,  and  into  the  woods  beyond  the  field  on 
the  western  aide  of  the  road,  carrying  everything 
away  with  it  When  I  observed  the  rush  across 
the  cornfield,  I  was  near  to  the  One  Hundredth  Illi- 
nois. With  a  view  to  checking  the  advancing 
and  exultant  enemy,  I  ordered  G>lonel  Bartleson, 
commanding  One  Hundredth  Illinois,  to  fix  bay- 
onets and  charge  on  the  foe.  The  bayonets  were 
properly  fixed,  and  the  regiment  had  just  com- 
menced to  advance,  when  it  was  struck  by  a  crowd 
of  fugitives,  and  swept  away  in  the  general  melange. 
The  whole  of  Buell's  brigade  was  thus  carried  off 
its  feet.  It  was  necessary  that  it  should  fidl  back 
across  the  narrow  field  on  the  western  side  of  the 
road  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  under  whose  cover 
it  rallied.  As  soon*  as  possible  it  was  formed  along 
the  fence  separating  the  field  from  the  woods,  and, 
with  the  aid  of  a  part  of  Carlin's  brigade,  and  a 
regiment  of  Wilder's  brigade,  dismounted,  re- 
pulsed the  enemy.  This  resist  was  greatly  con- 
tributed to  by  the  heavy  and  most  effective  fire,  at 
short  ranp^e,  of  Bradley's  and  Estep's  batteries. 
At  this  critical  moment  these  two  batteries  were 
most  splendidly  served.  The  narrow  field  separat- 
ing the  woods  on  the  west  from  the  Rossville  and 
Lafayette  road  is  scarcely  two  hundred  yards 
wide.  Buell's  brigade  was  formed  just  east  of 
the  road,  when  it  was  struck  by  Carhn's  brigade ; 
it  hence  had  to  retire,  but  the  distance  of  less 
than  two  hundred  yards  to  get  the  shelter  of  the 
woods  for  re-forming.  But  in  crossing  this  nar- 
row space  it  suffered  terribly.  The  killed  and 
wounded  were  thickly  strewn  on  the  ground. 
Captain  George,  Fifteenth  Indiana,  of  my  staff, 
was  struck  by  a  ball  and  knocked  from  his  horse 
by  my  side. 

So  soon  as  the  enemy  was  repulsed,!  addressed 
myself  to  forming  Colonel  Buell's  brigade,  for  the 
purpose  of  advancing  it  to  recover  the  lost  ground. 
Order  being  restored,  and  a  sufficiently  solid  for- 
mation acquired  to  warrant  an  advance,  I  led  the 
brigade  back  in  person,  and  reoccupied  the 
ground  from  which  it  had  been  forced,  the  side  on 
which  it  was  orignally  formed. 

In  this  advance  my  horse  wasi  twice  shot,  the 
second  one  proving  fatal.  I  dismounted  one  of 
my  orderlies  near  me  and  took  his  horse.  In  this 
advance  a  portion  of  Carlin's  brigade  participated, 
led  by  General  Carlin.  Estep's  battery,  attached 
to  Buell's  brigade,  accompanied  the  advance. 
Scarcely  had  the  lost  ground  been  repossessed, 
when  tne  enemy  emerged  from  the  woods  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  cornfield,  and  commenced  to 
cross  it.  He  was  formed  in  two  lines,  and  "  ad- 
vanced firing."  The  appearance  of  his  force  was 
large.  Fortunatelv  reenforcements  were  at  hand. 
A  compact  brigacle,  of  Sheridan's  division,  not 
hitherto  engaged,  was  at  the  moment  crossing  the 
field  in  the  rear  of  the  position  then  occupied  by 
Buell's  brigade  and  the  portion  of  Carlin's.  This 
fresh  brigade  advanced  handsomely  into  action, 
and  joining  its  fire  to  that  of  the  other  troops, 
most  materially  aided  in  repelling  a  most  danger- 
ous attack.    But  this  was  not  done  until  con- 
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riderable  loss  had  been  inflicted  on  us.  The  enemy 
advanced  near  enough  to  cut  down  so  many  horses 
in  Estep's  battery  that  he  could  not  bring  off  his 
euns ;  but  as  oar  infantry  held  its  ground,  they 
did  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

After  the  attack  had  been  repelled  some  of  the 
men  of  the  brigade  of  Sheridan's  division  kindly 
drew  the  pieces  to  the  ravine,  or  rather  dip  in  the 
ground  in  rear  of  the  ridge  on  which  the  battery 
was  posted,  where  Captain  Esten  retook  possession 
of  them.  For  this  act  of  soldierly  fraternity  and 
kindness  I  desire  publicly  and  officially  to  return 
my  thanks,  and  those  of  my  division,  to  the  troops 
who  rendered  it,  and  I  onl^-  regret  that  I  do  not 
know  the  number  of  the  bngade  and  the  name  of 
its  commander,  that  I  might  more  distinctly  sig- 
nalize them  in  my  report  The  day  was  now  far 
spent,  in  truth,  it  was  now  near  sunset.  Xo  fur- 
tner  serious  demonstrations  were  made  by  the 
enemy  on  our  immediate  front  The  troops  were 
posted  in  a  strong  position  to  resist  a  night  at- 
tack, the  brigade  of  Sheridan's  division  and  Buell's 
brigade  being  in  juxtaposition,  the  former  on  the 
right  and  the  latter  on  the  left. 

Harker's  brigade  was  held  as  a  reserve  in  the 
edge  of  the  woods  on  the  western  side  of  the 
road,  and  Bradley's  battery  was  posted  near  to  it, 
to  cover  the  troops  in  the  front  line.  Just  after 
nightfall  a  sharp  fire  ran  along  the  line,  caused  by 
some  movement  of  the  enemy,  which  at  first  was 
taken  for  an  advance,  but  in  the  end  proved  it  to 
be  nothing  more  than  a  nicket  demonstration. 
Jaded,  worn,  and  thirsty,  tne  men  laid  down  to 
pass  a  cheerless,  comfortless  night  on  the  battle- 
field. It  affords  me  much  pleasure  here  to  record 
a  Samaritan  deed  rendered  to  mv  division  during 
the  night  by  Cblonel  Harrison,  of  the  Thirty-ninth 
Indiana,  and  a  part  of  his  mounted  regiment. 
The  men  were  very  thirsty,  but  the  distance  to 
water  was  so  great  that  but  a  few  could  hope  to 
eet  permission  to  go  for  it  During  the  night 
Colonel  Harrison  brought  us  some  four  hundred 
canteens  of  good  water.  They  were  distributed 
among  my  men  as  equitably  as  possible,  and 
proved  the  cooling  drop  to  the  thirsty  soldiers. 
£step*8  battery  was  refitted  during  the  night,  and 
was  ready  for  service  the  next  morning.  Between 
midnight  and  daylight  of  the  morning  of  the 
twentieth  I  received  an  order  to  move  my  com- 
mand to  a  position  on  the  slope  of  Missionary 
Ridge,  to  be  held  there  as  a  part  of  the  reserve  of 
die  army  in  the  coming  conflict  of  the  morning. 

The  movement  was  quietly  and  successfully 
made.  In  the  early  morning  I  was  directed  to 
move  my  division  to  the  eastward  from  the  slope 
of  Missionary  Kidge,  and  take  the  position  hitherto 
occupied  by  Negley's  division,  keeping  my  left  in 
constant  communication  with  GenersJ  Brannan's 
right  Colonel  Barnes's  brigade  of  Van  Cleve's 
division  was  olQered  to  report  to  me  for  service 
during  the  day. 

Placing  his  brigade  on  the  left,  Harker's  in  the 
centre,  and  Bueli's  on  the  right,  (the  whole  formed 
in  two  lines,  the  first  one  deployed,  the  second 
one  in  double  column  closed  in  mass,  with  their 
batteries  following  and  supporting,)  I  advanced 


my  command,  and  occupied  the  position  assigned. 
In  doing  so  I  met  with  no  opposition  from  thu 
enemy.  I  was  instructed  not  to  invite  an  attack, 
but  to  be  prepared  to  repel  any  effort  of  the 
enemy.  In  throwing  out  skirmishers  to  cover 
my  front  I  aroused  tne  enemy,  and  Iiad  quite  a 
sharp  affair  with  him.  Bv  a  very  imprudent  ad- 
vance of  his  regiment  at  this  moment,  done  with- 
out an  order.  Colonel  Bartleson  (moving  him- 
self in  advance  of  his  troops)  was  shot  from  his 
horse,  and  either  killed  or  very  severely  wounded ; 
it  was  imposssble  to  decide  which,  on  account  of 
the  proximity  of  the  place  where  he  fell  to  the 
enemy's  lines.  He  was  an  accomplished  and  gal- 
lant officer,  and  a  high-toned,  pure-minded  gentle- 
man. His  loss  is  a  serious  disadvantage  to  'his 
regiment  and  to  the  service.  The  position  my 
command  then  occupied  closed  the  gap  in  our 
lines  between  Sheridan's  left  and  Brannan's  right 
Although  I  had  not  been  at  all  seriously  engaged 
at  anv  time  during  the  morning,  I  was  well  satis- 
fied that  the  enemy  was  in  considerable  force  in 
my  immediate  front,  consequently  I  was  extremely 
vigilant  Such  was  the  status  of  the  battle  in  my 
immediate  vicinity  when  I  received  the  following 
order : 

HEADQUARTERa,  D.  C,  J 

September  20, 10.45  A.  M.     ) 
Brigadier-Oeneral  Wood,  commanding  Division : 
The  General  commanding  directs  that  you  close 
up  on  Reynolds  as  fast  as  possible,  and  support 
him.  Respectfully,  &c, 

Frank  J.  Bond, 

JCiOor,  and  A.  D.  C. 

I  received  the  order  about  eleven  o'clock.  At 
the  moment  of  its  receipt  I  was  a  short  distance 
in  rear  of  the  centre  of  my  command.  General 
McCook  was  with  me  when  I  received  it.  I  in- 
formed him  that  I  would  immediately  carry  it  into 
execution,  and  suseested  that  he  should  close  up 
his  command  rapidl}'  on  my  ri^ht  to  prevent  the 
occurrence  of  a  gap  in  our  hues.  He  said  he 
would  do  so,  and  immediately  rode  away.  I  im- 
mediately despatched  my  staff  officers  to  the  bri- 
gade commanders  with  the  necessary  orders,  and 
the  movement  was  at  once  begun.  Reynolds's  di- 
vision was  posted  on  the  left  of  Brannan's  division, 
which,  in  turn,  was  posted  on  the  left  of  the  posi- 
tion I  was  just  quitting;  I  had  consequently  to 
pass  my  command  in  rear  of  Brannan's  division  to 
close  upon  and  go  to  the  support  of  Reynolds. 
So  soon  as  I  had  got  the  command  well  in  motion 
I  rode  forward  to  nnd  General  Reynolds,  and  learn 
where  and  how  it  was  desired  to  bring  mv  com- 
mand into  action.  I  did  not  find  General  Rey- 
nolds, but  in  my  search  for  him  I  met  Major- 
General  Thomas,  to  whom  I  communicated  the 
order  I  had  received  from  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral, and  desired  to  know  where  I  should  move 
my  command  to  support  General  Reynolds.  Gen- 
eral Thomas  repliea  that  General  Reynolds  did 
not  need  support,  but  that  I  had  better  move 
to  the  support  of  General  Baird,  posted  on  our 
extreme  left,  and  who  needed  assistance.  I  ex- 
hibited my  order  to  him,  and  asked  whether  he 
would  take  the  responsibility  of  changing  it    He 


830 


BEBELLION  RECORD,   1862-64. 


replied  he  would,  and  I  then  informed  him  I  would 
move  my  command  to  the  support  of  General 
Baird.  I  requested  General  Thomas  to  furnish 
me  a  staff  officer  to  conduct  it  to,  and  report  it  to 
General  Baird.  I  then  rode  to  the  other  two  bri- 
gades, for  the  purpose  of  following  with  them  in 
the  rear  of  Barnes's  brigade  to  the  assistance  of 
General  Bcurd.  When  I  rejoined  them  I  found 
the  valley  south  of  them  swarming  with  the 
enemy.  It  appears  that  when  I  moved  my  com- 
mand to  go  to  the  support  of  General  Reynolds 
that  the  gap  thus  made  in  our  lines  was  not  closed 
by  the  troops  on  my  right,  and  that  the  enemy 
poured  through  it  very  soon  in  great  force.  The 
nead  of  his  column  struck  the  right  of  Buell's 
brigade,  and  cutting  off  a  portion  of  it,  forced  it 
over  the  adjacent  ridge,  whence  it  retired,  as  I 
have  subsequently  learned,  with  the  vast  mass  of 
fugitives  from  the  troops  on  the  extreme  right 
towards  Rossville.  In  movin?  to  the  support  of 
General  Reynolds,  naturally  following  the  snortest 
route,  I  moved  through  the  woods.  My  two  bat- 
teries, Estep's  and  Bradley's,  could  not  follow  their 
brigades  through  the  woods,  and  consequently 
were  compelled  to  make  a  short  detour  to  the  left 
to  get  into  the  open  fields  on  the  slope  of  the 
ridge,  intending  to  move  thence  parallel  to  their 
brigades.  But  they  were  caught  in  the  move- 
ment by  the  rapidly  advancing  columns  of  the 
enemy.  Estep's  guns  were  capttfted,  (in  the 
neighborhood  of  infantry  on  the  right,  which,  as 
I  understand,  might  have  supported  him  if  it  had 
stood,)  while  Bradley's  battery,  more  fortunate, 
succeeded  in  getting  over  the  ndge,  and  drew  off 
towards  Rossville,  with  the  tide  offugitives  setting 
strongly  in  that  direction. 

For  further  details  in  regard  to  the  movement 
of  the  batteries  at  this  stage  of  the  action,  I  must 
refer  to  the  reports  of  Captains  Bradley  and  Es- 
tep.  I  win  only  remark,  that  while  their  move- 
ments did  not  occur  under  my  immediate  obser- 
vation, but  took  place  beyond  the  reach  of  my 
infantry  support,  I  am  fully  satisfied  from  all  I 
have  learned  that  neither  Captain  Bradley  nor 
Estep  can  be  censured  for  what  occurred.  When 
I  discovered  the  enezny  in  force  in  the  valley 
south  of  my  command  I  at  once  divided  his  inten- 
tion, and  appreciated  the  terrible  hazard  to  our 
army,  and  the  necessit;^  for  prompt  action.  His 
object  was  clear.  Having  turned  our  right,  and 
separated  a  portion  of  our  forces  from  the  main 
bodv,  he  was  seeking  the  rear  of  our  solid  line  of 
battle  to  attack  it  in  reverse,  hoping  thus  to  cut 
our  communication  with  Chattanooga,  and  capture 
and  destroy  the  bulk  of  the  army.  I  had  with  me 
at  the  time  but  one  brigade  —  Harker's,  and  a  por- 
tion of  Buell's.  I  immediate!  v  formed  a  line  across 
the  valley,  facing  southward,  determined  if  possible 
to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  He  was  in 
/uU  and  in  plain  view  in  the  open  fields,  and  it  was 
evident  his  force  far  outnumbered  mine.  But  I 
felt  this  was  no  time  to  be  comparing;  numbers. 
The  enemy,  at  all  hazards,  must  be  checked !  I  was 
without  the  support  of  artillery,  and  knew  I  had 
to  depend  alone  on  the  musket.  I  formed  my  line 
in  a  skirt  of  woods  reaching  across  the  valley.    In 


front  of  me  was  the  open  field,  across  which  the 
the  enemy  was  advancing.  It  was  a  matter  of 
great  importance  to  get  possession  of  the  fence 
which  bounded  this  field  on  the  northern  side. 
My  line,  as  formed,  was  some  one  hundred  and 
fifty  or  two  hundred  yards  &om  the  fence  north  of 
it,  while  the  enemy's  lines  were  perhaps  as  much 
as  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards  soi^th  of  it.  In 
person  I  ordered  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
fifth  Ohio,  Colonel  Opdyke  commanding,  to  ad- 
vance and  seize  the  fence.  There  was  a  momen- 
tary hesitation  in  the  regiment  to  go  forward.  Its 
gallant  Colonel  immediately  rode  in  front  of  the 
centre  of  his  regiment,  and  taking  off  his  hat, 
called  on  his  men  to  advance.  His  regiment  gal- 
lantly responded  by  a  prompt  advance,  as  men 
ever  will  under  the  inspiration  of  such  leadership. 
The  enemy  quickly  lined  the  fence,  when  a  sharp 
fire  was  opened  on  the  enemy.  Soon  the  Sixty- 
fourth  Ohio,  Colonel  McUvain  commanding,  fol- 
lowed, and  formed  along  the  fence  on  the  left  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Ohio. 

This  bold  and  rapid  offensive  movement  seemed 
to  take  the  enemy  by  surprise,  and  disconcert  his 
movements,  for  his  hitherto  advancing  lines  halted. 
The  other  re^ments.  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  and  Third 
regiment,  Maior  Brown  commandingthe  former, 
and  Colonel  Dunlau  the  latter,  of  Harker's  bri- 
gade, with  the  Fitty-eighth  Indiana,  of  Colonel 
Buell's  brigade,  Emler  commanding,  were  formed 
on  the  right  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth 
Ohio,  higner  up  the  fence,  and  on  a  hill  domi- 
nating the  field  in  which  the  enemy  had  halted. 
The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  and 
Sixty-fourth  Ohio  again  advanced,  and  took  posi- 
tion behind  a  copse  of  wood  near  the  centre  of 
the  field,  the  now  debated  ground  of  the  contend- 
ing bodies.  The  movements  of  the  enemy  at  this 
moment  were  so  sinizular,  and  his  blurred,  and 
greasy,  and  dusty  uniform  so  resembled  our  own 
when  travel-stained,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  it 
was  expected  a  part  of  McCook's  command  would 
come  from  that  direction,  (the  terrible  disaster  to 
his  force  on  the  ri^ht  not  then  being  known  by  us,) 
that  for  a  few  nunutes  the  impression  prevailed, 
and  the  cry  ran  along  my  line,  that  the  troops  in 
front  of  us  were  our  own.  I  ordered  the  firing  to 
cease ;  the  thought  of  firing  on  our  comrades  in 
arms  being  too  horrible  to  contemplate.  In  a  few 
minutes,  however,  the  delusion  was  dispelled,  the 
enemy  commencing  to  advance  in  a  way  that  left 
no  doubt  of  his  identity,  for  he  advanced  firing  on 
us.  I  do  not  mention  this  mistake  on  account  of 
its  possessinff  any  particular  importance  p^r  se,  but 
rather  record  it  as  an  instance  of  the  strange  delu- 
sions which  sometimes  occur  on  the  battle-field 
without  any  sufficient  cause,  and  without  the  possi- 
bility of  a  reasonable  explanation.  This  mistake 
was  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  enemy  was  prob- 
ably not  more  than  three  hundred,  certainly  not 
over  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards  distant,  and 
was  halted  in  a  broad  open  field.  But  for  the 
mistake  we  could  have  punished  him  most  severely 
at  the  time  he  was  halted.  The  hour  was  now 
about  high  noon,  possibly  it  may  have  been  as  late 
as  half  past  twelve  P.  m. 
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When  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  and 
Sixty -fourth  Ohio  advanced  to  the  copse  in  the 
open  field,  I  ordered  Colonel  Opdyke  to  line  the 
southern  side  of  the  copse  with  skirmishers,  with  a 
Tiew  to  anno}ing  and  delaying  the  progress  of  the 
enemy.  As  he  advanced  he  inclined  to  his  left,  evi- 
dently with  the  intention  of  outflanking  mv  line  and 
turning  my  right.  This  movement  of  tne  enemy 
made  it  necessary  I  should  gain  a  position  in 
which  I  could  form  a  shorter  and  more  compact 
line,  in  which  my  right  would  be  more  protected 
by  natural  obstacles.  I  accordingly  retired  mv 
little  command  to  a  narrow  and  short  ridge  whicn 
shoots  out  nearly  at  rieht  angles  as  a  spur  from 
the  general  ridge,  which  is  parallel  to  tne  Ross- 
viUe  and  Lafayette  road.  The  short  and  narrow 
ridge  extends  athwart  the  valley  in  nearly  an  east 
and  west  course. 

The  abprutness  of  the  declivity  on  either  side 
of  it  almost  gives  to  this  ridge  the  quality  of  a  natu- 
ral parapet.  Troops  holding  it  could  load  and  fire 
behind,  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy's  fire,  and  then 
advance  to  the  crest  of  it  to  deUver  a  plunging 
fire  on  the  fore. 

In  addition,  there  was  a  moral  effect  in  its  com- 
mand over  the  ground  south  of  it,  which  inspired 
the  courage  of  the  troops  holding  it.  Here  1  de- 
termined to  make  an  obstinate  and  determined 
stand.  When  General  Brannan's  right  was  turned, 
(by  the  opening  of  the  gap  in  our  lines,  by  the 
movement  of  my  division  to  support  General  Key- 
nolds,)  he  had  been  compelled  to  fall  back  to  the 
general  ridge  in  closing  on  the  west,  the  valley  in 
which  the  great  battle  was  fought,  which  rid^e,  as 
already  remarked,  runs  nearly  parallel  witn  the 
Rossville  and  Lafayette  road.  When  I  took  posi- 
tion in  the  narrow  ridge,  extending  partially  across 
the  valley,  with  Barker's  brigade,  General  orannan 
formed  his  .command  on  my  right,  and  higher  up 
on  the  main  ridge,  thus  giving  to  our  united  lines 
something  of  the  shape  of  an  irregular  crescent, 
with  the  concavity  towards  the  enemy.  This  dis- 
position gave  us  a  converging  fire  on  the  attacking 
columns.  When  my  arrangements  in  this  position 
were  concluded,  1^  was  probably  one  P.  M.,  or  a 
little  after.  The  enemy  (fid  not  leave  us  long  in 
the  quiet  possession  of  our  new  position.  Soon  a 
most  obstinate  and  determined  attack  was  made, 
which  was  handsomely  repulsed.  Similar  attacks 
were  continued  at  intervals  throughout  the  entire 
afternoon. 

To  describe  each  one  in  detail  would  be  unne- 
cessary, and  only  add  useless  prolixity  to  my  re- 
port. But  I  deem  it  proper  to  signalize  one  of 
these  attacks  specially.  It  occurred  about  four 
o'clock,  and  lasted  about  thirty  minutes.  It  was 
unquestionably  the  most  terrific  musketry  duel  I 
have  ever  witnessed.  Marker's  brigade  was 
formed  in  two  lines.  The  regiments  were  ad- 
vanced to  the  crest  of  the  ridge  alternately,  and 
delivered  their  fire  by  volley  at  the  command,  re- 
tiring a  few  paces  behind  it,  after  firing,  to  reload. 

The  continued  roar  of  the  very  fiercest  mus- 
ketry fire  inspired  a  sentiment  of  grandeur,  in 
which  the  awful  and. the  sublime  were  intermin- 
gled.   But  the  enemy  were  repulsed  in  this  fierce 


attack,  and  the  crest  of  the  ridge  was  still  in  our 
possession. 

Finally  the  evening  shades  descended  and  spread 
the  drapery  of  moonlight  over  the  hardly  con- 
tested field.  The  battle  ceased,  and  my  command 
still  held  the  position  it  had  taken  about  one 
o'clock,  maintaining  with  elorious  courage  a  most 
unequal  contest  in  point  of  numbers. 

But  our  inferiority  did  not  seem  to  appall  my 
men.  Their  courage  and  steadfast  resolution  rose 
with  the  occasion.  I  do  not  believe  that  history 
afibrds  an  instance  of  a  more  splendid  resistance 
than  that  made  by  Harker's  brigade,  and  a  por- 
tion of  Buell's  bngade,  from  one  o'clock  p.  M.  on 
the  twentieth  to  mghtfall.  A  part  of  the  contest 
was  witnessed  by  that  able  and  distinguished 
commander,  Major-Qeneral  Thomas. 

I  think  it  must  have  been  two  o'clock  p.  m. 
when  he  came  to  where  my  command  was  so  hotly 
engaged.  His  presence  was  most  welcome.  The 
men  saw  him,  felt  they  were  battfing  under 
the  eye  of  a  great  chieftain,  and  their  courage  and 
resolotion  received  fresh  inspiration  from  this  con- 
sciousness. At  a  most  opportune  hour  in  the  af- 
ternoon, probably  between  two  and  three  o'clock, 
Major-General  Granger  arrived  on  the  field  with 
two  brigades  of  firesh  troops,  of  the  division  of  Gen- 
eral Steadman.  They  were  brought  into  action  on 
the  right  of  General  Brannan,  (who  was  on  my 
right,)  and  rapidly  drove  the  enemy  before  them. 
This  movement  very  considerably  relieved  the 
pressure  on  my  front.  The  gallant  bearing  of 
General  Granger  during  the  whole  of  this  most 
critical  part  of  the  contest  was  a  strong  reenforce- 
ment.  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  signalize 
the  presence  with  my  command  for  a  length  of 
time  during  the  af^moon  (present  during  the 
period  of  the  hottest  fighting)  of  another  distin- 
guished officer,  Brigadier-General  Garfield,  chief 
of  staff.  After  the  disastrous  rout  on  the  right. 
General  Garfield  made  his  way  back  to  the  battle- 
field, (showing  thereby  that  the  road  was  open  to 
all  who  might  chose  to  follow  it  to  where  duty 
called,)  and  came  to  where  my  command  was  en- 
gaged. The  brigade  which  made  so  determined 
a  resistance  on  the  crest  of  the  narrow  ridge  dur- 
ing all  that  long  September  afternoon  had  been 
commanded  by  General  Garfield,  when  he  be- 
longed to  my  division.  The  men  remarked  his 
presence  with  much  satisfaction,  and  were  de- 
lighted that  he  was  a  witness  of  the  splendid 
fighting  they  were  doing.  Early  in  the  afternoon 
my  command  was  joinea  by  portions  of  two  regi- 
ments belonging  to  Van  Uleve's  division,  the 
Seventeenth  &.entucky.  Colonel  Stout  command- 
ing, and  the  Forty-fourth  Indiana,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Aldrick  commanding.  The  fact  that 
these  parts  of  regiments,  presenrinff  the  form  of  a 
regimental  oiganisation,  did  not  leave  the  field 
after  the  disaster  on  the  right,  when  so  many 
other  troops  fied  from  the  contest,  is  certainly 
most  creditable  to  them.  This  fact  also  affords 
very  just  ground  for  the  inference,  that  if  a  more 
determined  effort  had  been  made  by  the  officers, 
many  other  regiments  that  left  the  field  might 
have  been  kept  on  it    The  remains  of  the  two 
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regiments  most  nobly  and  gallantly  aided  my 
command  in  repulsing  the  separated  attacks  of 
the  enemy.  The  Forty-fourth  Indiana  bore  it- 
self with  special  gallantry.  I  should  do  injustice 
to  my  feelings  were  I  to  omit  to  record  the 
splendid  resistance  made  on  my  right  by  General 
Brannan  and  his  command.  It  was  the  nepltis 
ultra  of  defensive  fighting. 

About  seven  P.  M.  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Thomas  to  withdraw  my  command  from 
the  field,  and  retire  to  Rossville.  The  order  was 
obeyed  without  noise,  without  confusion,  and 
without  disaster.  * 

My  command  left  the  field,  not  because  it  was 
beaten,  but  in  obedience  to  an  order. 

With  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition  it  could 
have  renewed  the  contest  next  morning.  And 
here  I  ban  appropriately  return  mv  thanks  to  Ma- 
jor-General  Granger  for  a  timely  supply  of  am- 
munition given  roe  during  the  afternoon,  when 
that  in  the  cartiidge-boxes  and  men's  pockets  was 
reduced  to  two  or  three  rounds  per  man,  and  when 
the  prospect  of  being  reduced  to  the  bayonet  alone, 
as  a  means  of  defence,  seemed  inevitable.  My 
own  ammunition  train  had  been  carried  off  by  the 
rout  from  the  right 

My  command  reached  Bossville  about  ten  P.  M., 
where  it  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Early  next 
morning,  the  twenty-first,  in  obedience  to  orders, 
I  took  a  strong  position  on  Missionary  Ridge. 
Strong  barricades  against  an  infantry  assault  were 
at  once  made.  During  the  day  there  was  some 
light  firing  on  my  picket  front,  but  nothing 
serious ;  the  enemy  was,  however,  evidently  in  con- 
siderable force  in  my  front.  At  ten  P.  M.,  on  the 
twenty-first,  my  command,  in  obedience  to  orders, 
lefl  its  position  on  Missionary  Ridge,  and  withdrew 
to  this  place.  Early  Tuesday  morning,  the  twenty- 
second,  it  occupied  its  present  position  in  the  line 
of  defences,  and  has  since  been  most  constantly 
and  actively  engaged  in  strengthening  them. 

To  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command  I  re- 
turn my  thanks  for  their  gallant  bearing,  soldierly 
conduct,  and  steadfast  courage,  exhibited  both  in 
the  contests  of  Saturday,  the  nineteenth,  and  Sun- 
day, the  twentieth.  Their  conduct  on  both  days 
deser^'es  all  praise,  and  I  commend  it  to  ^he  con- 
sideration of  the  commanding  GeneraL  There 
were  undoubtedly  instances  of  individual  miscon- 
duct which  deserve  reprehension,  but  as  a  whole 
the  behavior  of  the  command  was  most  satisfac- 
tory.  Of  the  nwnerious  killed  and  wounded  I 
would  gladly  speak  by  name,  but  the  list  is  too 
numerous.  To  do  so  would  extend  my  report  be- 
yond all  reasonable  length.  I  can  only  here  ex- 
press my  sincere  condolence  with  the  relatives 
and  friends  of  the  gallant  dead  and  wounded.  The 
regiments  and  batteries  in  my  command  repre- 
sented the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Mich- 
igan, and  Kentucky.  The  citizens  of  these  great 
and  loyal  states  have  much  cause  to  be  proud  of 
their  representatives  in  the  late  great  conflict. 
They  may  safely  trust  their  honor  and  the  public 
weal  to  such  representatives. 

For  the  special  commendation  by  name  of  the 
more  subordmate  officers  and  men  who  distin- 


giished  themselves,  I  must  refer  the  commanding 
eneral  to  the  reports  of  my  brigade  commanders, 
Colonels  Harker  and  Buell,  with  their  accompany- 
ing documents,  the  sub-reports  of  regimental  com- 
manders.     Where  so  great  a  portion  of  my  com- 
mand behaved  well,  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish 
officers  by  name,  and  perhaps  may  be  regarded  as 
making  an  invidious  distinction.     Nevertheless  I 
consider  it  my  duty,  on  account  of  their  distin- 
guished services,  to  commend  to  the  notice  of  the 
commanding  General,  Colonel  Dunlap,  command- 
ing Third  Iventucky,  Colonel  Mcllvain,  command- 
ing Sixty-fourth  Ohio,  Colonel  Opdyke,  command- 
ing One   Hundred   and  Twenty-nfth  Ohio,  and 
Captain  Bradley,  commanding  Sixth  Ohio  battery. 
I  desire  to  commend  Colonel  Opdyke  especially  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of^  the  commanding 
GeneraL     The  record  of  his  regiment,  a  compara- 
tively new  one,  and  never  before  in  a  general  en- 
gagement, in  the  late  battle,  will,  I  am  sure,  com- 
pare most  favorably  with  that  of  the  most  veteran 
regiment  engaged.    The  credit  is  mainly  due  to 
the  Colonel  commanding.     His  untiring  zeal  and 
devoted  attention  to  his  regiment  have  brought 
forth  fruit  worthy  of  its  efforts.    I  commend  him 
to  the  commanding  General  as  an  officer  capable 
and  worthy  of  commanding  a  bri^de.    Colonel 
Buell,  commanding  the  First  brigade  of  my  divis- 
ion,  has  exercised  this  command  about    three 
months.    He  bore  himself  with  great  gallantry 
on  the  field,  both  on  Saturday,  the  nineteenth, 
and  Sunday,  the  twentieth.  ,  With  a  little  more 
experience  he  will  make  an  excellent  Brigadier- 
General,  and  should  receive  the  promotion.      In 
my  report  of  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  I  especially 
signalized  the  services  of  Colonel  Harker,  com- 
manding the  Third  brigade  of  my  division,  and 
earnestly  recommended  him  for  promotion,  both 
as  a  reward  for  his  merits  and  as  an  act  of  simple 
justice.    In  the  late  campaign  he  peculiarly  dis- 
tinguished himself.     He  made  two  of  the' most 
daring  and  brilliant  reconnoissances  of  the  cam- 
paign, reconnoissances  almost  without  a  parallel  in 
the  annals  of  warfare ;  and  his  personal  gallantry 
on  the  battle-field,  the  skilful  manner  in  which  he 
handled  his  brigade,  holding  it  well  together  when 
so  many  other  troops  broke,  and  his  general  good 
conduct,  are  beyond  all  praise.    To  speak  of  his 
services  in  the  language  of  what  I  conceive  would 
be  just  encomium,  might  be  considered  fulsome 
praise.    I  earnestly  recommend  him  for  immedi- 
ate promotion  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier-GeneraL 

Returns  herewith  submitted  show  that  I  went 
into  action  on  Saturday  with  an  effective  force  of 
men  and  officers  of  twenty-nine  hundred  and  sixty- 
five.  The  return  of  casualties  shows  that  mv  com- 
mand lost  in  killed  and  wounded,  absolutely  known 
to  be  such,  eight  hundred  and  forty-four;  and 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  one  thousand 
and  ihirty-five.  Taking  the  number  of  killed  and 
wounded  actually  known,  it  will  be  found  to  be 
twenty-eight  and  eighty  one  hundredths  per  cent- 
(28.80)  of  the  effective  force  with  which  I  went 
into  action.  But  it  is  fair  to  presume,  as  we  re- 
tired from  the  field  Sunday  evening,  that  many  of 
the  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  reported  missing, 
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were  either  killed  or  wounded,  and  that  their 
bcdies  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Taking 
the  number  of  the  kiUedi  and  wounded,  and  miss- 
iog,  it  will  be  found  to  be  thirty-four  and  ninety 
one-hundredths  (^34.90)  per  cent,  of  my  whole 
command.  These  figures  show  an  almost  unpar- 
alleled loss.  They  attest  the  severity  of  the  con- 
flicts through  which  my  command  passed  on  the 
nineteenth  and  twentieth.  The  record  of  its  par- 
ticipation in  the  great  battle  of  the  Chickamauga 
is  written  in  blood.  *  Before  closing  my  report,  I 
deem  it  iny  duty  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  com- 
manding Ueneral  certain  facts  which  fell  under  my 
observation  during  the  progress  of  the  conflict  on 
the  twentieth.  As  I  was  moving  along  the  valley 
with  mv  command,  to  the  support  of  General  Rey- 
nolds, m  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  com- 
manding General,  I  observed  on  my  left  (to  the 
west  of  me)  a  force  posted  high  up  the  ridge.  I 
inquired  what  force  it  was,  and  was  informed  it  was 
a  part  of  a  brigade  of  General  Negley's  division. 
I  was  informed  that  General  Negle^  was  with  this 
force  in  person.  I  remember  seemg  distinctly  a 
battery*  on  the  hill-side  with  the  troops.  At  the 
time.  It  was  certainly  out  of  the  reach  of  any  fire 
from  the  enemy.  This  was  between  eleven  and 
twelve  o'clock  in  the  day.  A  little  later  in  the 
day,  perhaps  a  half  or  three  fourths  of  an  hour, 
wnen  I  became  seriously  engaged,  as  already  de- 
scribed, with  the  large  hostile  force  that  pierced 
our  lines  and  turned  Brannan's  right,  compelling 
him  to  fall  back,  I  li^oked  for  the  force  I  had  seen 
posted  on  the  ridge,  and  which,  as  already  re- 
marked, I  had  been  informed  was  a  part  of  Gen- 
eral Negley's  division,  hoping,  if  I  became  severely 
pressed,  it  might  reenforce  me,  for  I  was  resolved 
to  check  the  enemy  if  possible.  But  it  had  entirely 
disappeared.  Whither  it  had  gone  I  did  not 
then  know,  but  was  informed  later  in  the  day  it 
had  retired  towards  Rossville ;  and  this  informa- 
tion I  believe  was  correct  By  whose  orders  this 
force  retired  from  the  battle-field  I  do  not  know ; 
but  of  one  fact  I  am  perfectly  convinced,  that 
there  was  no  necessity  for  its  retiring.    It  is  im- 

Eostfible  it  could  have  been  at  all  seriously  pressed 
y  the  enemy  at  the  time ;  in  fact,  I  think  it  ex- 
tremely doubtful  whether  it  was  engaged  at  all. 

Near  sundown  of  the  twentieth  I  met  General 
John  Beatly  not  far  from  where  I  had  fought  the 
enemy  all  the  afternoon.  He  was  entirely  alone 
when  I  met  him,  and  did  not  seem  to  have  any 
special  command.  I  at  once  came  to  the  conclu- 
siou  that  he  had  not  retired  from  the  battle-field 
when  the  bulk  of  the  division  he  is  attached  to  did. 
At  the  moment  I  met  him  I  was  engaged  in  halt- 
ing some  troops  that  were  crossing  the  valley 
north  and  east  of  my  position,  and  who  appeared 
to  have  straggled  away  from  the  front  on  which 
General  Thomas's  command  had  been  engaged  all 
the  day.  General  Beatly  desired  to  know  where 
I  desired  these  troops  re-formed.  I  pointed  out  a 
position  to  him,  and  desired  him  to  re-form  them, 
which  he  said  he  would  do.  I  then  rode. back  to 
my  command. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  remark  that  I  did  not 
see  the  Corps  commander  from  about  nine  and  a 


half  o'clock  A.  M.  on  Sunday,  the  twentieth,  to 
some  time  after  sunrise  of  the  twenty-first,  when  I 
met  him  at  Rossville. 

The  officers  of  my  staff  performed  their  duties 
well  in  the  late  arduous  campaign,  as  well  on  the 
march  and  in  camp  as  on  the  battle-field.  I  deem 
it  due  to  them  to  record  their  names  in  my  official 
report,  and  to  thank  them  individual!}'  for  their 
valuable  assistance  and  cooperation :  Captain  M. 
P.  Besto,  assistant  adjutant-general,  Lieutenant 
J.  L.  Zargaw,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana,  aid-de-camp. 
Lieutenant  George  Shafer,  Ninety-third  Ohio, 
aid-de-eamp,  Lieutenant-Colonel  T.  R.  Palmer, 
Thirteenth  Michigan,  inspector-general,  Surgeon 
W.  W.  Blair,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  volunteers, 
medical  director,  Captain  L.  D.  Myers,  assistant- 
quartermaster,  Captain  James  McDonald,  com- 
missary subsistence.  Captain  William  McLaugh- 
lin, Thirteenth  Michigan,  topographical  engineer, 
Captain  J.  £.  George,  Fifteenth  Indiana,  commis* 
sar)'  of  muster,  Lieutenant  P.  Holderman,  Third 
Kentucky,  ordnance  officer,  Captain  M.  Reiser, 
Sixty-fi^urth  Ohio,  provost-marshal,  up  to  the  oc- 
cupation of  Chattanooga,  when  his  leg  was  acci- 
dentally broken,  since  which  time  his  duties  have 
been  well  performed  by  Lieutenant  Ehlera  of  the 
same  regiment  Captain  Cullen  Bradley,  Sixth 
Ohio  battery,  who,  in  addition  to  commanding  his 
own  batten',  ably  performs^the  duties  of  chief  of 
artillery.  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  mention 
in  my  official  report  the  true  courage  and  faithful 
devotion  exhibited  throughout  the  entire  conflict 
by  two  members  of  my  personal  escort.  Early  in 
the  conflict  of  Sunday  my  color-bearer  was  wound- 
ed. The  colors  were  then  taken  by  Sergeant  Sam- 
uel Goodrich,  company  A,  One  Hundredth  Illinois, 
who  bore  aloft  my  standard  through  the  remainder 
of  the  day,  remaining  with  me  all  the  time.  Private 
Robert  liemmon,  company  I,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana, 
a  membei:  of  my  escort,  rode  immediately  in  rear 
of  me  through  the  whole  conflict  of  Sunday,  the 
twentieth.  Whenever  I  called,  this  brave  and  de- 
voted boy,  a  youth  of  not  more  than  sixteen  or 
seventevn  years  of  age,  responded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith,  as  ac- 
companiments to  my  report,  first,  official  report 
of  Colonel  Harker,  commanding  Third  brigade, 
(with  sub-reports  of  regimenud  commanders,) 
marked  *'  A ; "  second,  official  report  of  Colonel 
Buell,  commanding  First  brigade,  (with  sub-re- 
ports of  regimental  commanders,^  marked  "  B ; " 
third,  return  of  effective  force  taxen  into  action 
nineteenth  September,  marked  "C}"  fourth,  re- 
turn of  casualties  in  the  battles  of  the  nineteenth 
and  twentieth,  marked  "  D ; "  fifth,  map  showing 
the  Tarious  positious  of  command  in  the  oattles  ot 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth,  marked  "  £.'' 

I  cannot  conclude  my  report  of  the  participation 
of  my  command  in  the  great  battle  ot  the  Chicka- 
mauga, a  battle  in  which  the  fate  of  the  proud 
army  of  the  Cumberland  hun^  trembling  in  the 
balance,  —  in  truth,  a  battle  m  whose  result  the 
great  nation's  life  seemed  involved,  —  without  re- 
turning thanks  to  Almighty  Providence  for  his 
merciful  deliverance  vouchsafed  to  us  from  the 
hosts  of  our  enemies*    For  his  protection  of  my- 


834 


REBELLION   RECORD.   1862-64. 


self  throufi^h  all  the  dangers  of  the  hloody  conflict 
I  am  humhly  thankfuL 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  ohedient  servant, 

Th.  J.  Wood, 

Brlgadier-Genenl  U.  8.  Volimtecri,  oommandlng. 


Doc.  87. 


THS  BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS. 
[Correction  of  Official  Beports.] 

HSADQUABTSBB  DSPABTMlOrr  N.  fi.  Y.,  ) 
ARUlfOTON,  August  13, 1861.      { 

Colond  Bickardson,  eomnumding  Fourth  Brigade : 
Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  you  an  extract  firom  a 
supplemental  report  of  Brigadier-General  Mc- 
Dowell, of  the  battle  of  Bull  Kun,  on  the  twenty- 
first  ultimo.    I  am»  Sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Chaunct  McKebveb, 

Aaat  A4J>-General. 

Hkadquartbrs  Dbpartmbnt  n.  E.  v.,  I 
Abumoton,  August  12, 1661.     ( 

LietUenant'CoUmd  E,  D.  Townaend^  A,  A,  G., 
.   Htajdquairiers  of  the  Army : 

Colonel:  My  attention  has  been  called  by 
those  interested,  to  two  omissions  in  my  report 
of  the  battle  of  the  twenly-first  ultimo,  near  Manas- 
sas, and  I  ask  leave  to  make  the  following  correc- 
tions, wishing  that  they  be  made  part  of  my 
original  report  In  speaking  of  the  retreat,  I  men- 
tioned that  it  was  covered  by  Colonel  Blenker's 
brigade.  I  should  have  said  Colonel  Richardson's 
and  Colonel  Blenker's  brigades.  The  former  was 
on  the  left  of  the  Centrevdle  ridge,  and  the  latter 
in  front  of  it  on  the  Warrenton  road.  -  Each  cov- 
ered the  retreat  of  those  on  the  respective  roads 
to  the  common  point,  Centreville,  from  there  to 
the  rear.  Colonel  Richardson  was  behind,  and 
covered  the  main  body. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Ibvin  McDowell, 

Brigadier-Genenl,  commsnillng. 
ChaUNCY  McKSEVEBy 
AsBt.  A4).-General. 

SPECIAL  DESPATCH  TO  THE  DETROIT  DAILY 

TRIBUNE. 

Wasuihotoh,  Jnlj  23. 

My  brigade  has  just  arrived,  after  covering  the 
retreat  of  the  entire  army. 

All  are  up  in  tolerable  good  order. 

The  Michigan  Second  and  Third  reghnqpts 
were  in  the  rear  of  the  whole. 

J.  B.  Richardson, 

Comaumdliig  Fourth  Brigade. 

GENERAL  WILLCOX*S  REPORT. 

Detroit,  Michioak,  September  3, 1861. 
Brig,-Otneral  L.  Thomas,  Acff.-Oen,  U»  S.  A,: 

General  :  My  brigade,  the  Second  of  Heint- 
zelman's  division,  marching  in  rear  of  Franklin's 
origade,  arrived  at  the  Sudley  Ford  at  about  half 
past  twelve  P.  ic,  July  twenQr-first,  1861. 


The  brigade  now  consisted  of  the  Finst  Michi- 
gan, Eleventh  New  York,  (Fire  Zouaves),  Thirty- 
eighth  New  York,  and  Arnold's  battery.  The 
Fourth  Michigan  had  been  left  at  Fairfax  Station 
and  Fairfax  Court- House  by  order  of  General 
McDowell.  Halting  for  rest  and  water,  I  obeyed 
the  General's  orders  to  post  Arnold's  battery  on 
a  hill  commanding  the  ford,  with  the  First  Michi- 
gan for  support,  and  at  one  o'clock  pushed  for^A'ard 
with  my  two  remaining  reg\pients  up  the  Sudley 
and  Brentville  road.  We  marched  about  two  miles, 
and  came  up  on  the  left  of  what  I  supposed  to 
have  been  Franklin's  line,  near  the  junction  of  the 
Warrenton  and  Sudley  roads.  The  troops  on 
our  left  were  engaged  m  a  desultory  fire  with  the 
enemy  posted  in  the  thicket  and  ravine  across  the 
Warrenton  road,  not  far  from  the  Henry  house. 
The  Thirty-eighth  New  York  was  quickly  formed 
in  order  of  battle,  and  the  Zouaves  were  hasteiiing 
into  line,  when  I  received  an  order  to  detach  a 
regiment  for  the  support  of  Ricketts's  battery,  (of 
Franklin's  brigade,)  posted  on  a  hill  quarter  of  a 
mile  to  our  right  and  front,  near  Dogan's  house.  I 
led  up  the  Zouaves  for  this  important  service,  leav- 
ing tne  Thirty-eighth  under  its  gallant  and  ex- 
perienced Colonel  Hobart  Ward. 

Ricketts  was  soon  ordered  to  take  a  new^  posi- 
tion near  the  Henry  house.  The  Zouaves  followed 
in  support,  and  finally  formed  line  on  the  right 
fiank  of  the  battery  with  two  companies  in  reserve. 

Up  to  this  time  the  enemy  had  fallen  back,  but 
now  ne  formed  the  remains  of  his  brigades  engaged 
with  Hunter  in  the  morning,  viz..  Bee's,  Barton's 
and  Evans's,  in  a  new  line  upon  Jackson's  brigade 
of  fresh  troops,  making  all  together  six  thousand 
five  hundred  infantry,  thirteen  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  Stuart's  cavalry,  according  to  General  Beau- 
regard's report.  This  force  was  posted  in  the  belt 
of  woods  which  skirted  the  plateau  southwardly, 
and  lying  in  the  angle  formed  in  that  direction, 
between  the  Warrenton  and  Sudlev  roads,  about 
a  mile  from  the  Warrenton  road,  and  with  its 
left  resting  on  the  Brentsville  and  Sudley  road. 
Ricketts's  battery  had  crossed  the  Sudley  road, 
from  its  post  near  Dogan's  house,  and  was  wdthin 
musket  range  of  the  woods,  which  stretched  from 
that  road  around  from  his  right  towards  his  front, 
and  forming  a  pocket,  which  almost  enveloped  the 
battery  witn  its  support. 

The  enemy  were  nrst  discovered  by  Colonel  Heint- 
zelman,  lining  the  woods  in  our  front.  He  ordered 
up  the  Zouaves,  commanded  by  Colonel  Famham. 
The  ground  was  slightly  rising  before  us,  and  the 
enemy  opened  a  heavy  but  not  destructive  fire,  as  we 
reached  the  crest  The  Zouaves  returned  the  fire, 
but  immediately  fell  back  bewildered  and  broken. 

Stuart's  cavalry  charged  upon  them  from  the 
woods  on  the  right,  but  were  scattered  by  a  fire 
from  the  two  reserve  companies,  with  a  loss  ascer- 
tained (from  the  Southern  papers)  of  twenty-nine 
killed  and  wounded. 

Meantime  Ricketts's  cannoneers  were  being 
picked  ofL  With  Colonel  Heintzelman's  approval, 
and  a  promise  of  reenforcements,  I  collected  some 
one  hundred  Zouaves,  and  with  Captain  Downey, 
and  others  of  their  officers,  made  a  dash  into  the 
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woods  on  our  right,  and  killed,  wounded,  and  cap- 
tured about  thirty  of  the  enemy. 

Betuming  in  a  few  minutes,  I  found  the  field 
cleared  of  both  friend  and  foe,  except  the  killed 
and  wounded.  The  horses,  men,  and  two  officers 
of  Bicketts's  battery  lay  stretched  upon  the 
ground,  but  the  enemy  haa  not  yet  seized  it. 

Recrossing  the  Sudley  road,  I  met  the  First 
Michigan,  Major  Bidwell  commanding,  and  march- 
ing back  with  this  regiment,  we  found  the  enemy 
now  drawn  up  in  a  thm  line  across  the  field  and 
in  possession  of  the  battery.  Advancing  to  the 
fence  on  the  roadside,  the  First  Michigan  opened 
fire ;  the  right  wing  fell  back  to  reload,  owing  to  a 
blundering  order,  but  the  left  stood  firm,  expelled 
the  enemy,  and  retook  the  battery.  The  troops 
here  onposed  to  us  I  believe  to  have  been  tne 
Seventh  Geor^a. 

Colonel  Hemtzelman  now  came  up  and  ordered 
uf  promptly  forward,  and  with  the  promise  of 
another  regiment,  it  was  my  design  to  turn  the 
enemy's  lelL  The  left  win^  of  the  First  Michigan 
recrossed  the  field,  struck  mto  the  woods  beyond 
the  Zouaves,  succeeded  in  destroying  and  captur- 
ing a  small  number  of  the  enemy,  and  pushing 
back  his  extreme  left  out  of  that  part  or  point  of 
the  woods  adjacent  to  the  Sudley  road. 

Meantime  the  right  wing  of  the  First  Michigan 
re-formed  and  advanced  in  good  order.  I  met  it, 
and  we  pushed  on  towards  the  next  point  of  woods. 
From  this  point  I  found  the  enemy's  left  discov- 
ered us  by  our  fire,  and  we  became  engaged  with 
their  rear  rank,  their  front  being  then  occupied 
by  the  advancing  troops  of  Franklin's  or  Sner- 
man's  brigade.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  First 
Michigan  stood  up  bravely  at  this  critical  moment, 
holding  on  anxiously  for  reenforcements.  But 
from  all  I  can  learn,  tne  Thirty-eighth,  which  was 
ordered  up  to  me,  were  directed  to  the  left  of  the 
Henry  house,  (instead  of  to  the  ri^ht  and  along 
the  Sudley  road,)  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy's 
centre,  and  never  reached  me.  It  was  now  nearly 
four  o'clock.  General  Beauregard  had  been  gather- 
ing new  reenforcements.  General  Kirby  Smith 
had  joined  him  with  a  portion  of  Johnston's  army. 
Our  scattered  troops  were  contending  in  fractions 
against  the  enemy  s  army  in  position,  and  massed 
on  the  plateau,  with  his  artillery  sweeping  every 
approach.  General  Johnston  was  bringing  firesh 
troops  to  turn  pur  own  right.  The  Twenty-eighth 
Virginia  attacked  my  own  handful  from  the  rear 
in  tne  woods,  and  I  had  the  ill  fortune  to  be 
wounded,  and  a  few  moments  afterwards  captured. 
But  I  was  spared  witnessing  the  disaster  which 
further  pursued  our  arms. 

In  this  report  I  have  only  endeavored  to  supply 
partly  the  mformation  that  was  not  known,  or 
loand  in  any  other  report,  in  consequence  of  my 
capture.  Permit  me  to  add  further  that  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Xew  York  was  distinguished  for  its  steam- 
ness  in  ranks,  and  for  gallantly  repelling  a  charge 
made  upon  it  bv  the  New  Orleans  Tigers.  The  ^ 
Zouaves,  thougn  broken  as  a  regiment,  did  ffood  | 
ecrvlce  under  my  own  eyes  in  the  woods,  and  de- 
tachmcntK  of  them  joined  various  other  regiments 
in  the  fight.    The  First  Michigan  deserves  the , 


credit  of  advancing  farther  into  the  enemy's  lines 
than  any  other  of  our  troops,  as  their  dead  bodies 
proved  after  the  battle. 

I  only  regret  that  from  the  fact  of  my  separa- 
tion from  Arnold's  batteiy  I  cannot  add  any  tes- 
timony of  my  own  to  tne  well-known  gallantry 
with  which  he  and  his  command  conducted  them- 
selves.       I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 

Very  respectfullyj'ours, 

J.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brlg.-GeD,  Itte  Colonel  Firit  Michigan  Infantry. 


Doc.  38. 


THE  BATTLE  OF  MISSION  EIDGE. 

GENERAL  T.  J.  WOOD'S  REPORT. 

Hbadquartebs  Third  Division  Fourth    > 
Abmt  Corps,  in  the  Field  in  East  Tennessee,  > 

December  29, 1803.     > 

Sir  :  As  early  as  the  fifteenth  of  November, 
ultimo,  it  was  generally  known  among  the  higher 
commanders  of  the  troops  assembled  in  Chatta- 
nooga, that  a  movement  was  in  contemplation  to 
cause  the  investment,  which  had  then  continued 
nearly  sixty  days,  to  be  raised. 

The  investing  force,  commanded  by  General 
Braxton  Bragg,  of  the  rebel  army,  comprised  eight 
divisions  of  infantry  arranged  in  four  corps,  under 
the  lead  of  some  or  the  ablest  officers  in  the  en- 
emy's service.  Beliable  information,  obtained  at 
the  time  the  movements  for  raising  the  invest- 
ment were  in  contemplation,  showed  that  the 
rebel  divisions  averaged  not  less  than  six  thousand 
infantry  each.  This  estimate  would  give  forty- 
eight  thousand  infantry  as  about  the  investing  force. 
Including  the  artillery  and  cavalry,  it  would  be  a 
moderate  estimate  to  place  the  whole  investing 
force  at  over  fifty  thousand  men.  The  rebel  divis- 
ions usually  comprise  four  brigades,  with  a  field 
battery  attached  to  each  brigade.  This  rate  would 
give  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  field  guns  as  the 
artillery  equipment  of  the  beleaguering  army. 

But  a  very  imperfect  understanding  of  the  de- 
fensive power  of  the  rebel  army  would  be  obtained 
by  considering  its  numbers  and  equipments  only. 
It  occupied  a  position  so  strong  naturally,  and  so 
intrencned  by  art,  as  to  duplicate  the  defensive 
power  of  its  numbers.  Lqokoat  Mountain  and 
Mission  Ridge  are  so  related  to  each  other  and 
Chattanooga  that  the  army  which  holds  them  com- 
mands the  outlets  from  the  town  on  east,  south, 
and  south-west  The  natural  strength  and  com- 
mand of  the  position  occupied  by  the  insurgents 
had  been  muw  Improved  by  intrenchments. 

During  the  week  commencing  on  the  fifteenth 
and  endmff  on  the  twenty-second  of  November, 
the  subonOnate  commanders  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  were  summoned  twice  to  department 
headquarters  to  have  the  plan  of  operations  ex- 
plained to  them  and  to  receive  theur  instructions. 
The  original  plan  of  operations  was  briefly  this : 
the  force  of  Major-General  Sherman  was  to  cross 
the  Tennessee  Kiver  at  the  mouth  of  the  North 
Chickamauga  Creek,  ascend  the  north-eastern 
flank  of  Mission  Ridge,  (which  here  juts  against 
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the  river,)  sweep  the  rid^e,  and  take  the  enemy'a 
intrenchments,  ooth  at  its  base  and  on  its  crest, 
in  flank  and  rear.  Two  divisions  of  the  Fourth 
army  corps,  General  Sheridan's  and  my  own, 
were  to  cross  Citico  Creek  near  its  mouth,  just 
above  Chattanooga,  move  up  the  peninsula  en- 
closed between  the  creek  and  the  Tennessee  River, 
form  a  junction  with  the  right  flank  of  General 
Sherman's  force,  swing  to  the  right,  and  sweep 
along  the  lower  slope  and  the  base  of  Mission  Ridjre. 
The  remaining  force  in  Chattanooga  was  to  make 
a  demonstration  against  the  enemy's  works  directly 
in  front  of  Chattanooga,  while  at  the  same  time 
looking  out  for  the  safety  of  the  town  against  a  coun- 
ter attack.  The  force  in  Lookout  Viuley  ^General 
Hooker)  was  to  threaten  Lookout  Mountam. 

It  was  conceeded  that  a  direct  front  attack  of 
the  enemy's  works  on  Mission  Bidge  could  not 
be  made  witli  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success ;  or 
if  such  an  attack  should  be  successful,  it  could  only 
be  made  at  a  great  and  unnecessary  cost  of  life. 
-  In  pursuance  of  this  plan,  orders  were  issued 
on  Fnday  the  twentieth  to  be  prepared  to  move 
at  daylight  the  following  morning.  It  was  di- 
rected that  the  men  should  have  one  hundred 
rounds  of  ammunition  on  their  persons,  and  two 
day^'  cooked  rations  in  their  haversacks. 

A  heavy  fall  of  rain  Friday  afternoon  and 
night,  with  other  causes  of  delay,  prevented  Gen* 
eral  Sherman's  command  from  reaching  in  time 
the  point  at  which  he  was  to  pass  the  river  *,  con- 
sequently the  movement  intended  to  be  made  at 
daylight  Saturday  morning  was  postponed. 

On  Sunday,  the  twenty-second,  the  orders  of 
thepreceding  Friday  were  renewed. 

The  failure  of  General  Sherman's  command  to 
be  Sunday  night  at  the  rendezvous  assigned  it 
caused  a  rurther  postponement  of  the  movement 
of  the  troops  destined  to  cooperate  immediately 
with  it 

To  a  just  understanding  of  the  subsequent 
movements  of  my  division,  it  should  be  remarked 
that  during  the  whole  of  Sunday,  the  twenty- 
second,  much  movement,  some  of  it  singular  and 
mysterious,  was  observed  in  the  rebel  army. 
Officers  in  command  of  the  grand  guards  and  out- 

{>osts  were  instructed  to  observe  the  greatest  vigi- 
ance  Sunday  ni^ht,  to  send  out  patrols  frequently 
as  near  as  possible  to  the  enemy's  picket  lines, 
and  to  report  promptly  all  information  of  interest 
At  twelve  M.,  on  Monday,  the  twenty-third,  I 
received  the  following  orders : 

Headquarters  1>ep»t  of  toe  Cumberland,  ) 
Chattanooga,  Temhessbu,  November  23, 1603.    ) 

Major 'Oen,  Oranger^  commanding  Fourth  A.  CU.* 
The  General  commanding  department  directs 
that  you  throw  one  division  of  the  Fourth  corps 
forward,  in  the  direction  of  Orchard  ILnob,  (and 
.hold  a  second  division  in  supporting  distance,)  to 
discern  the  position  of  the  enemy,  if  he  still  re- 
main in  the  vicinity  of  his  old  camps. 
Howard's  and  Baird's  commands  will  be  ready 

to  cooperate  if  needed.  J.  J.  Reynolds, 

MfOor-Oeneral,  Chief  of  Staff. 
J.  8.  FULLEBTON, 

A.  A.  GeneraL 


Headquabtbrs  Fourth  Armt  Corps,  ) 

NoTemberSn,  U)63.      S 

Brigadier  General  Wood,  with  his  division,  will 
as  soon  as  possible  carry  out  the  foregoing  instruc- 
tions, and  will  be  supported  by  General  Sheridan's 
division,  to  be  posted  along  near  the  line  of  rail- 
road, its  right  resting  a^ut  midway  between 
Moore's  road  and  the  brush  knob  in  front  of  Lunette 
Palmer.    Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  Granger, 

Mi^or-GenenU,  oommaiidinff. 

Twelve  o'clock  m. 
Brigadier-General  Th.  J.  Wood, 

Commaiiding  Third  Division  Fourth  Army  CoxpA. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  order  I  sum- 
moned my  brigade  commanders  to  my  head- 
quarters, to  give  them  full  and  minute  explana- 
tions as  to  tne  manner  in  which  I  intenoed  to 
execute  the  instructions  I  had  received.  I  desired 
also  to  express  in  person  the  part  the  command 
of  each  was  to  perform  in  the  operations.  The 
disposition  of  the  division,  as  then  explained  to 
the  brigade  commanders,  and  as  was  su^^quently 
most  succcssfuUv  carried  out,  was  as  follows :     . 

Hazen's  brigade  on  the  right, Willich*s  on  the  lefl, 
were  to  be  formed  in  two  lines,  the  first  deployed, 
the  second  in  double  column,  closed  in  mass. 

Beatty's  brigade  formed  in  double  column,  closed 
in  mass,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  deploy  to  the  front, 
or  deploy  faced  to  the  leu,  was  held  in  reserve  in 
rear  of  Willich's  left.  This  arrangement  would 
fully  protect  Willich's  left  from  any  flank  move- 
ment of  the  enemy  during  the  advance.  As  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  had  oeen  ordered  to  occupy  a  position 
which  would  place  his  division  in  rear  of  my  right 
flank  during  the  advance,  I  had  no  occasion  to 
look  to  the  safety  of  my  right.  In  addition  to  the 
double  line  formation  just  described,  the  entire 
grand  guard  on  duty  for  the  day  was  to  be  deployed 
on  the  advance  sentinel  line  of  pickets,  so  that  the 
whole  would  be  covered  with  a  cloud  of  skirmish- 
ers. I  ordered  the  formation  to  take  place  on  the 
broad  slope  on  the  southern  side  of  Fort  Wood. 
This  work  crowns  a  conical  eminence  about  two 
hundred  feet  elevation  above  the  level  of  the 
river,  situated  about  a  half  a  mile  out  of  Chat- 
tanooga in  a  south-easterly  direction.  From  its 
parapet  the  rebel  works  and  troops  were  clearly 
discernible. 

The  descent  of  this  hiU  on  the  northern,  eastern, 
and  western  sides  is  abrupt,  but  gradually  on 
the  southern;  extending  down  into  the  valley 
through  which  runs  the  Western  and  Atlantic 
railway.  At  one  and  a  half  o'clock  p.  m.  the 
arrangements  were  all  completed,  the  troops  vrere 
in  position,  and  the  reserve  ammunition  and  am« 
bulance  trains  in  rear  of  Fort  Wood. 

Then,  at  the  bugle  signal,  the  magnificent  array 
and  serried  columns  moved  forward. 

It  scarcely  ever  falls  to  the  lot  of  man  to  wit- 
ness so  grand  a  military  display. 

Every  circumstance  that  could  heighten  the  in- 
terests of,  or  impart  dramatic  efiect  to  the  scene, 
was, present.  On  the  ramparts  of  Fort  Wood 
were  gathered  officers  of  high  rank,  crowned  with 
honors  gathered  on  other  fields.    There,  also, 
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were  officers  distmgniBhed  for  scientific  attain- 
ments and  rare  administrative  ability. 

TrooDB  in  line  and  column  checkered  the  broad 
plain  of  Giattanooga. 

In  front,  plainly  to  be  seen,  was  the  enemy, 
BO  soon  to  be  encountered  in  deadly  conflict 
My  division  seemed  to  drink  in  the  inspiration 
of  the  scene,  and,  when  the  advance  was  sound- 
ed, moved  forward  in  the  perfect  order  of  a 
holiday  parade. 

It  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  witness,  on 
the  Champs-de-Mars  and  on  Long  Champ,  re- 
views of  aU  arms  of  the  French  service,  under 
the  eye  of  the  most  Remarkable  man  of  the  pres- 
ent generation.  I  once  saw  a  review,  followed 
by  a  mock  battle,  of  the  finest  troops  of  El 
Re  Galantuomo.  The  pageant  was  held  on  the 
plains  near  Milan,  the  queen  city  of  Lombardy, 
and  the  troops  in  the  sham  conflict  were  com- 
manded by  two  of  the  most  distinguished  officers 
of  the  Piedmontese  service — Cialdini,  and  an- 
other whose  name  I  cannot  now  recalL  In  none  of 
these  displays  did  I  ever  see  anything  to  exceed 
the  soldierly  bearing  and  the  steadiness  of  my 
division,  exhibited  in  the  advance  on  Monday 
afternoon,  the  second.  There  was  certainly  one 
striking  difference  in  the  circumstances  of  these 
grand  displays.  The  French  and  Italian  parades 
were  peaceful  pageants :  ours  involved  the  exi- 
gencies of  stem  war->-certainly  an  immense  dif- 
ference. 

I  Bhooki  do  injustice  to  the  brave  men  who 
thus  moved  forward  to  the  conflict  in  such  per- 
fect order,  were  I  to  omit  to  record  that  not  one 
straggler  lagged  behind  to  sully  tiie  magnificence 
and  perfectness  of  the  grand  battle  array. 

From  Fort  Wood  to  the  railroad  the  country 
is  open.  South  of  the  raih-oad,  the  country 
passed  ov6r  is  partly  open  and  partly  wooded. 
Hazen's  brieade  had  to  pass  over  the  open  field, 
several  hundred  yards  in  breadth,  and  Willich's 
through  the  woods.  On  the  southern  side  of 
the  field  the  enemy's  front  line  of  pickets  was 
posted.  The  skirmishers  were  instructed  to 
press  forward,  as  soon  as  the  advance  was 
Bounded,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  drive  in  the 
enemy's  out  line  of  pickets  on  their  reserves. 
This  service  was  excellently  performed. 

To  the  proper  understanding  of  the  subse- 
quent movements  of  the  division,  some  explana- 
tmy  remarks  are  necessary. 

Orchard  Knob,  given  in  the  order  directing 
the  reconnoissance  as  the  guiding  point,  is  a 
steep,  craggy  knoll,  rising  some. hundred  feet 
above  the  general  level  of  the  valley  of  Chat- 
tanoo^  It  is  twenty-one  hundred  yards  from 
Fort  Wood.  The  rebels  had  held  the  knob  as 
an  outpost  since  the  investment  was  first  es&b- 
lished. 

A  position  naturally  so  strong,  they  had  done 
little  to  strengthen  it  by  intrenchments  on  its 
summit  To  the  right  of  Orchard  Sjiob,  look- 
ing to  the  south,  a  rocW,  abrupt,  wooded  ridge 
extends  several  hundred  3rards  toward  the  souui- 
weat    It  is  not  so  elevated  as  l^e  knob.    The 
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enemy  had  formed  rude,  but  strong  barricades 
on  the  northern  slope,  just  below  the  crest  of 
this  ridge.  To  the  left  of  the  ^ob,  still  looUng 
to  the  south,  a  long  line  of  rifle-pits  extended 
away  off  to  the  northeast,  and,  trending  round, 
reached  almost  to  Citico  (>eek.  Orchard  Knob 
was  the  citadel  of  this  line  of  intrenchments. 

Greneral  Wiilich  was  ordered  to  direct  his 
brigade  on  the  knob,  and  General  Hazen  his 
brigade  on  the  intrenchments  on  the  right  of  it 
So  soon  as  the  skirmishers  moved  forward,  the 
enemy  opened  fire.  Across  the  open  field  and 
through  the  woods  tiie  skirmishers  kept  up  a 
sharp,  rattling  fire,  steadily  and  rapidly  driving 
in  the  enemy.  As  the  knob  and  intrenchments 
were  neared  the  fire  became  hotter,  the  resist- 
ance of  the  rebels  more  determineSd,  but  the 
HMjestic  advance  of  our  lines  was  not  for  a  mo- 
ment stayed.  Finally,  Willich's  brigade,  which 
had  met  vrith  less  opposition  than  Hazen's,  hav* 
ing  arrived  quite  near  the  knob,  "by  a  bold 
brush,"  ascended  its  steep  acclivity,  crowned  its 
summit,  and  it  was  ours.  Reference  is  made  to 
the  report  of  Brigadier-General  WiUich  for  a 
more  full  description  of  this  brilliant  feat  of 
arms. 

In  the  meantime,  Hazen's  brigade  was  en- 
countering a  determined  resistance  from  the 
enemy,  sheltered  by  his  breastworks  on  the 
roclnr  ridge  to  the  right  For  a  few  moments 
the  fire  was  sharp  and  destructive.  More  than 
a  hundred  casualties  in  the  leading  regiments 
attest  the  severity  of  the  fire.  But  nothing 
could  restrain  the  impetuosity  of  the  troops. 
In  a  few  moments  after  Willich's  brigade  had  car- 
ried Orchard  Knob,  Hazen's  skirmishers  poured 
oyer  the  enemy's  barricades.  The  Twenty-eighth 
Alabama  was  captured,  with  its  flag,  almost  en- 
tire. I  respectfully  refer  to  the  report  of  Briga- 
dier-General Hazen  for  a  more  detailed  narrative 
of  this  gallant  and  successful  assault  Among 
the  killed  we  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  Major 
Birch,  Ninety-third  Ohio,  who  was  killed  while 
gallantiy  leading  his  regiment  to  tiie  charge. 
Bo  soon  as  the  Knob  and  the  barricades  were 
taken,  the  enemy  fled,  to  take  shelter  in  his  in- 
trenchments at  the  base  of  Mission  Ridge. 

Beatty's  brigade,  though  not  playing  so  diB>> 
tinguished  a  part  as  the  other  two  brigades,. was 
doing  good  service  in  the  part  assigned  hiuL 
Following  the  left  of  Willich's  brigade,  so  soon 
as  the  knob  was  carried,  some  of  Beatty's  regi- 
ments were  brought  forward  to  occupy  a  por- 
tion of  the  rifle  pits  to  the  left  of  Willich's  po. 
sition.  The  remainder  was  held  in  reserve. 
Shortly  after  tlie  successful  dash,  General  Gran- 
ger, commanding  the  Fourth  army  corps,  joined 
me  at  Orchard  Knob.  Personal  observation  as- 
sured him  of  the  extensiveness  and  completeness 
of  our  success.  The  result  having  been  reported 
to  General  Thomas,  commanding  the  Depart* 
ment,  he  ordered  the  position  to  be  held  and 
intrenched.  Soon  the  men  were  engaged  in  this 
work.  While  so  employed,  the  enemy  opened 
a  most  terrific  fire  of  shot  and  shell  on  us  from 
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neyeral  batteries  establiBhed  on  Mission  Ridge. 
It  was  oontinned  nearly  an  honr— -in  &ct,  until 
toward  nightfall.  It  seems  almost  a  miracle, 
but  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  no  damage  was 
inflicted  by  the  enemy's  artillery.  One  man 
only  was  very  slightly  wounded  by  the  firag- 
ment  of  a  shell. 

While  my  division  was  encaged  in  intrench- 
ing its  position,  the  Elevenlii  army  oor^s  was 
ordered  to  take  post  on  my  left  The  resistance 
it  met  in  its  front  from  tiie  enemy  in  his  rifle- 
pits  rendered  its  progress  slow.  Two  reei- 
ments  of  Beatty*B  brigade  were  deployed  to  the 
left  to  take  the  rifle-pits  in  flank,  drive  out  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  therefrom,  and  relieve  the 
pressure  on  the  front  of  the  Eleventh  oorps. 
Tliis  service  was  quickly  and  handsomely  done, 
but  the  Eleventh  corps  neglecting  to  occupy  the 
rifle-pits,  the  enemy  returned  to  them,  it  was 
hence  necessary  for  the  two  regiments  of  Beat- 
ty's  brigade  to  render  the  service  over  andn 
on  Tue«iay  morning,  the  twenty-fourth.  The 
whole  of  the  night  of  the  twenty-third  was 
spent  in  intrenching  our  position.  In  this  labo- 
nous  work  the  troops  evinced  as  much  fortitude 
as  they  had  shown  gallantry  in  gaining  the  po- 
sition. Not  only  was  a  line  of  rifle-pits  and 
barricades  constructed  along  the  entire  front  of 
tiie  division  during  the  night,  but  a  strong 
epaulement  for  a  six-gun  field  battery  was  thrown 
up  on  the  summit  of  Orchard  Knob ;  Bridges' 
battery,  of  forty-three  inch  Rodman  gtms  and 
two  Napoleons.  The  early  light  of  Tuesday 
morning  disclosed  to  the  anxious  gaze  of  the 
rebels  such  works  as  must  have  convinced  them 
we  intended  to  hold  the  position  won  the  day 
before.  Perchance  they  saw  in  this  evident  in- 
tention the  prognostic  of  further  and  more  ex- 
tensive operations,  to  be  attended  by  more  dis- 
tinguished and  important  results. 

I  almost  refer  to  the  report  of  Greneral  Beatty, 
commanding  Third  brigade  of  my  division,  for 
a  full  report  of  his  command  in  the  operations 
of  the  twenty-third. 

During  the  twenty-fourth  the  division  was 
quiet,  remaining  in  undisturbed  possession  of 
me  important  acquisitionB  of  the  previous  after- 
noon. The  enemy  in  full  view,  and  sheltered 
behind  his  rifle-pits,  at  the  base  of  Mission 
Ridge,  made  no  efibrt  to  retrieve  his  losses.  An 
occasional  shot  from  the  skirmishers,  and  a 
booming  of  a  gun  from  Orchard  Knob,  varied 
tiie  monotony  of  the  day.  We  had  ample  op- 
portunity to  watch  with  eager  interest  the  bnl- 
uant  operations,  though  miles  away  from  us,  of 
General  Hooker's  command  for  the  possession 
of  Lookout  Mountain.  And  when  the  morning 
sun  of  Wednesday  had  dispelled  tiie  mist  from 
the  mountain  top  and  displayed  to  our  view  the 
^banner  of  the  brave  ana  the  free  fljing  from 
^e  topmost  peak  of  Lookout  Mountain,  loud 
and  long  were  the  joyous  shouts  with  which 
my  division  made  the  welkin  ring. 

.Shortly  after  nighlrfall,  Tuesday,  the  twenty* 
fsiurth,  I  received  uie  following  order : 


HBADQUABaBH^FOinaHASIITOQBa,  ) 

CkufTANOOCU,  NoTembor  24, 1868,  6.40  r.  v.  j 

Gbnbiul:  The  following  instructionfl  have 
just  been  received : 

HaADQUAKBi  DvJueBmr  op  nn  ComBuais, ) 

Gensbal  GitAKGSB :  The  General  command- 
ing Department  directs  that  you  have  eveiy- 
thmg  ready  for  an  olTenaiYe  movement  early  to- 
morrow morning. 

J.  J.  Retkqlds, 

ll^Kir-OeDanl,  Chief  of  tStalt 

Ton  will  make  every  preparation  for  audi 
movement 
By  command  of  Major-General  Granger. 

J.  B.  FUUSBTON, 
liieoteiwat-ODlaoAl  Mid  A.  A.  Qmntnl. 
Brigadier-General  Wood, 

Third  Division,  Fourth  Oorps. 

In  conformity  with  these  instiruotions  I  had, 
during  Tuesday  night,  one  hundred  rounds  of 
ammunition  per  man  cBstributed  to  the  troops, 
and  the  rations  in  the  haversacks  replenished. 
At  dawn  Wednesday  morning  my  division  was 
ready  for  action,  and  only  awaited  the  order 
from  tiie  senior  officers  to  commence  the  on- 
slaught Early  in  the  forenoon  of  Wednesday, 
Orchard  Knob  became  the  station  of  officers  of 
high  rank  and  signal  renown.  The  Commanding 
General  of  the  Grand  Division  of  the  Mississippi 
was  there,  as  was  also  the  Commander  of  the 
Department  and  Army  of  ihe  Oumberisnd.  Dur- 
ing the  forenoon  I  was  ordered  to  advance  my 
line  of  skirmishers  to  the  southern  edge  of  the 
wood  intervening  between  my  position  and  the 
enemy's  rifle-pits  at  the  base  oi  Mission  Ridge. 
This  service  was  gallantly  performed ;  the  ene- 
my's skirmishers  being  rapidly  driven  back  and 
compelled  to  take  shelter  behind  their  rifle-pits. 
As  the  day  progressed,  the  interest  which  at- 
tracted every  eye  and  absorbed  every  feeline 
was  that  involved  in  the  attempt  of  Gener^ 
Sherman's  command  to  effect  a  lodgment  on  Mis- 
sion Ridge,  near  the  tunnel  Severer  opposition 
than  had  been  expected  was  evidently  being  met 
with.  To  lessen  the  opposition  Ckneial  Shennan 
was  encountering,  it  was  determined  that  a 
movement  should  be  made  against  the  rebel 
centre.  I  was  ordered  to  advance  and  carry 
the  enemy's  intrenchments  at  the  base  of  Mis- 
sion Ridge,  and  hold  them.  The  signal  for  the 
advance  was  to  be  six  guns  fired  in  rapid  suc- 
cession from  the  batteries  on  Orchara  Knob. 
The  necessary  instructions  were  givm  to  the 
brigade  commanders.  This  was  near  three  o'dock 
p.  M.  Soon  the  booming  of  the  guns  awakened 
the  reverberations  of  the  fastnesses  of  Mission 
RiUge  and  Lookout  Mountain ;  and  before  the 
echoes  had  died  away  in  tiie  distant  recesses  of 
their  ragged  heights  the  advance  was  com- 
menced. 

Mission  Rid^  is  an  elevated  rai^  (with  an 
average  altitude  of  several  hundred  feet  above 
the  eeneial  level  of  the  country),  running  from 
north-east  to  south-west 
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The  part  of  it  assaulted  by  my  division  the 
afternoon  of  the  twentv-fifth,  is  about  four  miles 
from  Chattanooga,  and  about  a  mile  from  Or- 
chard Knob.  Between  the  latter  and  the  base  of 
Mission  Ridge  there  is  a  broad,  wooded  valley. 
Of  course,  this  had  to  be  traversed  before  the 
intrenchments  at  the  base  of  the  ridge  oould  be 
assaulted. 

As  soon  as  our  troops  began  to  move  forward 
ihe  enemy  opened  a  terrific  fire  from  his  bat- 
teries on  the  crest  of  the  ridge. 

The  batteries  were  so  posted  as  to  give  a  di- 
rect and  cross  fire  on  the  assaulting  troops.  It 
would  not,  perhaps,  be  an  exaggeration  to  say 
that  tiie  enemy  haii  fifly  pieces  of  artillery  dis- 
posed on  the  crest  of  Mission  Ridge.  But  the 
rapid  firing  of  all  this  mass  of  artillery  could  not 
Btay  the  onward  movement  of  our  troops.  They 
pressed  forward  with  dauntless  ardor,  and  car- 
ried the  hue  of  intrenchments  at  the  base  of  Ibe 
ridge.  The  enemy  in  these  intrenchments, 
doabtleflely  impressed  with  the  uselessness  of 
resistance,  made  no  serious  opposition,  but 
Bought  safety  by  flight  behind  tus  intrench- 
ments on  the  crest  of  the  ridge. 

When  the  first  line  of  intrenchments  was  car- 
ried, the  goal  for  which  we  had  started  was 
won.    Our  orders  carried  us  no  further. 

We  bad  been  instructed  to  carry  the  line  of 
intrenohments  at  the  base  of  the  ridge,  and  then 
halt  But  the  enthusiasm  and  impetuosity  of  the 
troops  were  such  that  those  who  first  reached 
the  intrenchments  at  the  base  of  the  ridge 
bounded  over  them,  and  pressed  on  up  the  as- 
cent after  the  flying  enemy.  Moreover,  the  in- 
trenchments were  no  protection  against  the 
enemy's  artillery  on  the  ridge.  To  remain  would 
be  destruction ;  to  retire  would  be  both  expen- 
sive in  life,  and  disgraceful. 

Officers  and  men  all  seemed  impressed  with 
this  truth.  In  addition,  the  example  of  those 
who  commenced  to  ascend  the  ridge  so  soon  as 
the  intrenchments  were  carried,  was  contagious. 

Wittiout  waiting  for  an  order,  the  vast  mass 
pressed  forward  in  the  race  of  glory,  each  man 
eager  to  be  the  first  on  the  summit 

The  enemy's  artillery  and  musketry  could  not 
check  tiie  impetuous  assault  Tne  troops  did  not 
halt  to  fire ;  to  have  done  so  would  have  been 
roinous.  Little  was  left  to  the  immediate  com- 
manders of  the  troops  than  to  cheer  on  the  fore- 
most, to  encourage  me  weaker  of  limb,  and  to 
sustain  the  very  few  who  seemed  to  be  faint- 
hearted. 

To  the  eternal  honor  of  the  troops,  it  should 
he  recorded  that  the  laggards  were,  indeed,  few 
in  number.  The  interval  which  elapsed  between 
the  carrying  of  the  intrenchments  at  the  l»6e  of 
the  ridge  and  the  crowning  of  the  summit,  must 
have  been  one  of  intense  and  painful  anxiety  to 
all  who  were  not  participants  in  the  assault 
The  ascent  of  Mission  Ridge  was,  indeed,  an  ef- 
fort to  try  the  strongest  limbs  and  the  stoutest 
hearts. 

But  suspense  and  anxiety  were  not  of  lone 
duration.    Upward  steadily  went  the  standard 


of  the  Union  (borne  onward  by  strong  arms,  up- 
held by  brave  hearts),  and  soon  it  was  seen  fly-, 
ing  on  the  crest  of  Mission  Ridge  1  Loud,  in- 
deed, were  the  shouts  with  which  this  spectacle 
was  received. 

Some  of  the  first  troops  on  the  crest  pressed 
forward  in  pursuit  of  the  flying  enemy  immedi- 
ately in  front  of  them,  while  oSiers  ^witii  great 
good  sense  on  the  part  of  their  brigade  com- 
manders) were  deployed  to  the  right  and  left  to 
dear  the  rid^e,  and  to  relieve  the  pressure  on 
our  troops  that  had  not  gained  the  summit 

The  good  eflfect  of  the  flank  attacks  was 
almost  instantaneously  apparent,  and  soon  the 
entire  crest  was  occupied  by  our  troops.  Mis- 
sion Ridge  was  ours  I  The  enemy,  whom  we  had 
seen  during  the  two  lonely  months  of  the  invest- 
ment occupying  this  dominating  position^  was 
in  full  retreat 

As  the  day  was  nearly  spent,  and  the  troops 
much  worn  and  somewhat  disordered  by  the  as- 
cent, the  pursuit  could  not,  of  course,  be  lone 
continued.  Darkness  was  comine  on  apace,  ana 
the  brigades  were  re-formed  on  uie  crest  of  ihe 
ridge,  where  they  bivouacked  for  the  night 

The  assault  of  Mission  Ridge  is  certainly  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  achievements  that  have 
ever  occurred.  Military  history  would  probably 
be  ransacked  in  vain  for  a  paralleL  With  so 
much  armed  resistance  encountered,  probably 
no  assault  was  ever  so  eminently  successfuL 

In  fifty  minutes  from  the  time  the  advance 
commenced,  the  first  flags  were  seen  flying  on  the 
crest  of  the  rid^e.  But  the  great  achievement 
was  not  won  without  serious  loss.  Many  gallant 
and  accomplished  officers  and  brave  men  were 
killed  and  wounded  in  the  assault  To  these 
especially  is  the  lasting  homage  and  gratitude  of 
the  country  due. 

As  is  not  at  all  singular,  there  is  a  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  what  troops  first  crowned  the 
summit  of  Mission  Ridge.  All  the  different  di- 
visions engaged  in  the  assault  set  up  claims  to 
this  honor ;  the  brigades  of  the  same  division 
(I  know  it  is  so  in  my  division)  have  conflicting 
claims ;  and  in  like  manner  the  reg^ents  of  the 
same  brigade  lay  claim  to  the  honor.  Each 
commander,  observing  his  own  troops  more 
closely  than  others,  is  disposed  to  think,  with 
all  honefl^,  that  his  command  was  first  oH  the 
crest  While  admitting  I  am  liable  to  be  mis- 
taken, I  sincerely  think  a  considerable  portion 
of  my  division  were  the  first  troops  that  reached 
the  summit  Bttt  I  am  not  able  to  discriminate 
with  certainty  which  one  of  the  three  brigades 
was  first  up.  The  truth  is,  parts  of  each  brigade 
reached  the  crest  almost  simultaneously;  and 
where  injustice  might  be  done,  I  do  not  think  it 
advisable  to  make  a  decision  on  the  conflicting 
claims.  In  fact,  I  do  not  consider  myself  com- 
petent to  do  so.  I  own  that  I  was  much  more 
mterested  in  gettins  to  the  top  of  the  ridge  than 
in  seeing  who  reached  there  first  Happilv,  it 
is  a  questioi)  which  does  not  require  to  be  defi- 
nitely settled.  The  strong  position  of  the  enemy 
was  carried,  and  it  matters  little  what  particular 
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regiment,  brigade,  or  diviBion  was  first  on  the 
BTumnit  Where  all  strove  so  ardently  to  do 
well,  he  who  was  first  up  can  only  be  considered 
as  more  fortunate,  not  more  deserving,  than  his 
comrades. 

I  must  refer  to  the  report  of  brigade  com- 
manders, with  their  accompaniments,  the  reports 
of  regimental  commanders,  for  a  more  minute 
and  detailed  narrative  of  the  operations  of  their 
several  commands  than  I  can  present  in  this  re- 
port To  these  reports  I  must  also  refer  for 
many  iustanoes  of  special  commendation  for 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  displayed  by  i^egi- 
mental  and  company  officers  and  soldiers.  To 
record  all  &e  instances  of  heroism  displayed  by 
men  and  officers,  would  extend  this  report  be- 
yond ail  reasonable  compass. 

After  the  rout  of  the  enemy  by  the  successful 
assault  on  Mission  Ridge  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
twenty-fifth,  as  shown  by  the  reports  of  the 
brigade  commanders,  were  as  follows ;  General 
WiUich,  commanding  First  brigade,  reports  the 
capture  of  five  pieces  of  artillery;  General 
Hazen,  commanding  Second  brigade,  reports  the 
capture  of  eighteen  pieces  of  artillery ;  and  Greur 
eral  Beatty,  commanding  Third  brieiBbde,  reports 
the  capture  of  eight  pieces  of  artillery.  There 
is,  I  believe,  some  conflict  of  claims  between 
Generals  Willich  and  Hazen  as  to  the  priority  of 
capture  of  two  pieces  of  artillexy,  and  I  think 
they  have  both  included  them  in  their  reports 
of  captures.  Without  pretending  to  decide 
which  of  the  two  has  the  better  claim,  which  I 
am  really  not  able  to  do  (nor  is  it  at  all  impor- 
tant the  question  should  be  settled),  I  make  tibe 
correction,  to  avoid  counting  two  pieces  twice. 
The  reports  of  the  brigade  commanders  show  an 
aggregate  capture  of  iweniiMiine  pieces  of  artU- 
lery  by  the  division — all  field  pieces.  In  regard 
to  the  conflict  between  Generals  Willich  and 
Hazen,  it  may  be  remarked  that  it  is  not  at  all 
strange  such  differences  of  opim'on  should  exist 
in  regard  to  occurrences  on  the  battle-field,  as, 
by  reason  of  the  turmoil  of  the  conflict,  it  is  often 
impossible  to  mark  distinctly  the  exact  order  of 
precedence  of  events ;  and  where  also  two  regi- 
ments may  arrive  simultaneously  at  the  same 
place,  and  yet  each  honestly  think  itself  the  first 
there.  General  Willich,  commanding  First  bri- 
gade, reports  the  capture  of  two  regimental 
colors;  General  Hazen,  commanding  Second 
brigade,  three ;  and  General  Beatty,  two ;  mak- 
ing a  total  of  seven.  General  Willich  reports 
the  capture  of  twelve  hundred  stands  of  small 
arms;  General  Hazen,  six  hundred  and  fifty; 
and  General  Beatty,  two  hundred;  Tnalring  an 
aggregate  of  two  thousand  and  fifty  stands  of 
small  arms. 

Grand  summary  of  captures  by  the  division : 

Field  guns — ^twenty-mne. 

Field  caissons — ^twenty-five. 

Regimental  colors— seven. 

Stands  of  small  arms — ^two  thousand  and  fifty. 

Prisoners— over  one  thousand,  for  whom  re- 
ceipts were  received  by  tihe  Provost-Marshal  of 
the  division  .from  the  Provost-Marshal  General. 


I  have  not  the  report  of  my  Provost  Marshal 
before  me,  and  hence  cannot  give  the  exact 
number.  Among  the  prisoners  were  officers  of 
various  grades. 

The  causualties  in  the  division  amounted  to 
sixteen  officers  killed  and  fifly-nine  wounded ; 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  kiUed, 
(me  hundred  andfifiy-fowr  ;  wounded,  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen;  making  the  total  casualties 
of  the  division  one  thousand  and  thirtj^tpo. 
Among  these  the  country  has  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  many  eaUant  and  accomplished  officers,  and 
brave  and  devoted  men.  I  have  already  noted 
the  death  of  Major  Birch,  of  the  Ninety-third 
Ohio,  who  was  killed  while  gallantly  leading  his 
regiment  in  the  assaidt  on  the  enemy's  intrench- 
ments  on  Monday  afternoon  of  the  twenty-third. 
Major  Irvin,  Sixm  Ohio,  and  Major  Glass,  Thirty- 
second  Indiana,  while  displaying  like  heroism, 
were  killed  in  the  assault  on  Mission  Ridge. 
In  the  death  of  these  gallant  and  excellent  offi- 
cers the  countrv  has  sustained  a  severe  loss. 

To  my  brigaae  commanders,  Greneral  Willich, 
commanding  First  brigade ;  General  Hazen,  com- 
manding Second  brigade ;  and  Greneral  Beatty, 
commanding  Third  brigade,  my  wannest  thanks 
are  due  (and  are  hereby  tendered)  for  the  prompt, 
.skilful,  and  intelligent  manner  in  which  they 
performed  their  duties  in  these  brilliant  opera- 
tions. They  each  displayed  high  personal  gal- 
lantry, as  well  as  professional  intelligence.  I 
commend  them  to  the  consideration  and  care  of 
my  seniors  in  rank.  They  speak  in  terms  of 
high  praise  of  their  staff  officers,  and,  I  doubt  not, 
justly. 

In  writing  a  report  of  operations  affordine 
opportunities  for  the  display  of  personal  ga^ 
kmtry  and  heroism,  and  for  rendering  high  and 
distinguished  service,  it  is  impossible  to  chron- 
icle me  name  of  every  officer  or  soldier  spe- 
cially distinguishing  himself.  And  where  all 
have  done  well,  to  attempt  to  discriminate  indi- 
viduals would,  perhaps,  lead  to  invidious  dis- 
tinctions. But,  as  in  extensive  operations,  some 
are  fortunate  enough  to  speciaJlv  distinguish 
tliemselves,  it  is  doing  no  more  than  justice  to 
them  to  commemorate  their  names  in  an  official 
report  CJolonel  Berry,  commanding  Fifth  Ken- 
tucky, displayed  conspicuous  gallantry  on  the 
twenty-third  and  on  the  twenty-fift^.  He  was 
slightly  wounded  on  both  days.  Colonel  Wiley, 
commanding  Forty-first  Ohio,  rendered  signal 
service  on  both  days,  and  displayed  high  cour- 
age. In  the  assault  on  Mission  Ridge  he  re- 
ceived a  ghastly  wound  in  his  right  knee,  render- 
ing amputation  necessary.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Chandler,  commanding  Thirty-fifth  IllinoiB,  after 
being  among  the  very  first  on  the  summit  of 
Mission  Ridge,  rendered  the  most  important  ser- 
vice by  a  prompt  flank  movement  to  the  left, 
whereby  a  portion  of  the  resisting  rebels  were 
swept  off.  Laeutenan^Colonel  Chandler  then,  ac- 
cording to  his  brigade  commander's  report,  fol- 
lowed lip  the  enemy  a  mile  and  a  half  in  hi^  re- 
treat Colonel  Stout,  commanding  Seventeenth 
Kentucky,  and   Colonel  Knefier,.  commanding 
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Seventy-ninth  Indiana,  dlBtingnished  themselves 
by  the  vigor  of  their  assault  on  Mission  Ridge, 
and  the  ardor  with  which  they  attacked  the 
rebels  after  the  crest  had  been  gained. 

To  the  membors  of  my  personal  staff,  Captain 
Bestow,  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  First  Lieu- 
tenant Targan,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana,  and  Second 
Lieutenant  Shaffer,  Ninety-third  Ohio,  Aides-de- 
Camp,  Captain  Bartlett,  Forty-ninth  Ohio,  In- 
spector-General of  the  Division,  and  Captain 
Wells,  Eighty-ninth  Illinois,  Assistant  Commis- 
sary of  Musters,  who  accompanied  me  on  the 
field  throughout  tde  entire  operations,  my 
thanks  are  especially  due  for  much  valuable  as- 
sistance, promptly  and  intelligently  rendered. 
They  all  bore  themselves  with  signal  gallantry. 
Captain  Bestow  was  slightly  wounded  by  the 
fragment  of  a  shell  in  me  assault  on  Mission 
Ridge.  To  the  members  of  my  staff  who  were 
not  immediately  on  the  field,  Captain  Bradley, 
Sixth  Ohio  battery.  Chief  of  Artillery ;  Captam 
Myers,  Assistant  Quarter-Master ;  Captain  Mul- 
leu.  Commissary  of  Subsistence;  Lieutenant 
Haldeman,  Ordinance  Officer ;  and  Captain  Taft, 
Provost-Marshal,  I  must  tender  my  thanks  for 
the  excellent  manner  in  which  they  performed 
their  appropriate  duties.  Captain  Briages,  com- 
mandine  thQ  battery  which  was  posted  on 
Orchard  Knob  during  the  night  of  tne  twenty- 
third,  did  good  service.  Special  praise  and 
commendation  are  dne  to  that  accomplished 
officer  and  Christian  gentleman.  Surgeon  W. 
W.  Blair,  Medical  Director  of  the  division,  for 
the  excellent  arrangements,  provided  in  ad- 
vance, for  taking  care  of  the  wounded,  and  for 
the  prompt  manner  in  which,  so  far  as  human 
power  could  do  it,  their  sufferings  were  allevi- 
ated. 

Though  it  may  be  unusual,  I  trust  it  will  not 
be  considered  in  bad  taste,  more  especially 
when  it  is  remembered  that  we  commenced  the 
career  of  anns  together  in  our  boyhood,  if  I  re- 
turn my  sincere  acknowledgments  to  the  Com- 
mander of  the  corps  of  which  my  division  is  a 
part,  for  the  prompt  and  hearty  support  he  gave 


me  throughout  the  brilliant  operations  which 
terminatea  in  raising  the  protracted  investment 
of  Chattanooga  and  the  rout  of  the  rebel  army. 

Immediately  after  the  termination  of  the  op- 
erations around  Chattanooga,  my  division,  with 
another  of  the  corps,  was  ordered  to  march 
to  the  relief  of  the  garrison  of  Knozviile,  belea- 
guered by  the  rebels  under  General  Longstreet 
Thinly  clad,  some  of  the  men  being  absolutely 
bairefooted,  and  all  deficient  in  clothing,  and 
after  having  been  more  than  two  months  on 
short  rations,  the  march  was  cheerfully  com- 
menced and  rapidly  made  at  a  most  inclem^it 
season  of  the  year.  The  line  of  march  having 
been  changed  alter  leaving  Chattanooga,  it  was 
impossible  to  draw  subsistence  from  the  Com- 
missariat Department,  and  during  the  remainder 
of  the  mardi  it  was  necessary  for  the  troops 
to  subsist  on  the  country.  This  their  indomita- 
ble energy  enabled  them  to  do.  And,  I  may 
add,  they  have  been  compelled  to  live  in  the 
same  way,  more  or  less,  ever  since.  When  we 
marched  from  Chattanooga  it  was  understood 
that  the  object  of  the  movement  was  simply  to 
cause  the  siege  of  KnozviUe  to  be  raised,  and 
that  as  soon  as  this  was  accomplished  we  were 
to  return.  On  our  arrival  at  Knoxyille  it  was 
determined  to  hold  us  there,  while  the  garrison 
pursued  the  retreating  rebelis. 

After  remaining  at  KnoxviUe  a  week,  a  report 
was  received  that  Longstreet  had  turned  on  his 
pursuers  and  was  driving  Ihem  back.  To  sup- 
port them  we  were  ordered  to  advance  to  this 
point,  and  here  we  have  remained  ever  since, 
suffering  all  the  privations  and  hardships  that 
insufficient  clothing,  insufficient  shelter,  and  in- 
sufficient food,  at  the  most  inclement  season  of 
the  year,  can  produce.  When  we  marched  from 
Chattanooga  the  troops  were  allowed  but  one 
wagon  per  regiment  for  the  transportation  of 
baggage,  shelter,  and  cooking  utensils. 
Very  respeotfu&y. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Thomas  J.  Wood, 

Brigadler-0«n«nl  U.  8.  Yolanteere,  Commanding. 


Tabular  Stalement  of  CasualUes  in  the  Third  Division^  JFburth  Army  Corps^  in  the  operations 
before  ChaUanooqa,  on  2M,  24/A,  and  25^A  days  of  November,  1863. 
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ootmtry,  connected  with  the  two  great  Btaples, 
cotton  and  sugar,  would  have  been  snfficient  to 
call  for  more  than  the  ordinary  eztemporaneons 
provisions  in  such  cases ;  but,  in  addition  to 
those,  it  embraced  one  of  ihe  largest  commercial 
cities  in  the  country— one,  too,  of  much  wealth 
and  great  business  activity,  and  known  for  many 
years  before  as  one  of  the  most  turbulent  and 
difficult  to  govern.  The  only  power  of  the  Fed- 
eral (Government  there  was  the  military.  This 
in  its  nature  being  executive,  and  purely  so. 
neither  the  legislative  nor  the  judicial  wants 
were  supplied  by  it  The  army  could  very  well 
execute  decrees  and  orders,  but  it  could  not  well 
hear  and  decide  cases ;  and  to  provide  for  the 
government  of  this  territonr  while  it  should  be 
held  and  occupied  by  the  Federal  forces,  one  of 
the  first  things  was  to  establish  a  judiciary  by 
which  controversies  could  be  decided  and  jus- 
tice administered. 

Some  of  the  earlier  experiments  in  temporaty 
expedients  for  this  purpose  were  not  as  success- 
ful as  could  be  desired.  A  large  part  of  the 
population  of  Louisiana  were  foreigners — ^persons 
bom  in  Europe  who  had  never  been  naturalized 
in  the  United  States,  and  who  still  owed  alle- 
giance to,  and  were  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
uie  governments  under  which  they  had  been 
bom.  This  class  in  particular,  by  the  aid'of  the 
consuls  and  agents  of  their  respective  govern- 
ments, had  given  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  not  only 
at  New  Orleans  and  in  Louisiana,  to  Genend 
Butler  and  the  authorities  there,  but  numbers  of 
claims  which  had  been  passed  upon  in  one  way 
and  another  in  Louisiana  went  on  appeal  to 
Washington,  and  were  there,  through  we  minis- 
ters and  agents  ol  the  respective  governments, 
pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  authorities. 
These  cases,  as  they  had  not  been  passed  upon 
by  courts  of  general  jurisdiction  and  permanent 
powers,  had  to  be  re-examined  there.  In  this 
manner  a  great  amount  of  labor  was  thrown 
upon  the  President  and  members  of  the  Cabinet, 
and  sometimes  very  serious  anxieties  were  occa- 
sioned as  to  the  relations  of  the  government 
with  th%  governments  of  these  compkinants.  To 
supply  the  wants  of  the  State  and  avoid  these 
compUcations  with  foreign  powers,  this  court 
was  created  with  powers  plenary  in  all  cases. 
The  order  of  the  President  creating  it  was  in  the 
following  words : 

«IZECimVE    ORDm    EBTABUBBINO    A  FBOVISIDNAL 
OOUBT  IN  LOUUIAKA. 

'*EziotnTKMiiiiioir,       1 
"  WiflmBoiOM,  October  20,  1802.  j 

**  The  insurrection  which  has  for  some  time 
prevailed  in  several  of  the  States  of  this  Union, 
including  Louisiana,  having  temporarily  sub- 
verted and  swept  away  the  civil  institutions  of 
that  State,  including  the  judiciary  and  the  judi- 
cial authorities  of  the  Union,  so  that  it  has  become 
necessary  to  hold  the  State  in  military  occupa- 
tion ;  and  it  being  indispensably  necessary  that 
there  shall  be  some  judicial  tribunal  existing 
there  capable  of  administering  justice,  I  have, 
therefore,  thought  it  proper  to  appoint,  and  I  do 


hereby  constitute  a  Provisional  Court,  which 
shall  be  a  Court  of  Record  for  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  I  do  hereby  appoint  Charles  A.  Pea- 
bod  v,  of  New  York,  to  be  a  Provisional  Judge  to 
hold  said  court,  with  authority  to  hear,  try,  and 
determine  all  causes,  civil  and  criminal,  including 
causes  in  law.  equity,  revenue,  and  admiralty, 
and  particularly  ul  such  powers  and  jurisdiction 
as  belong  to  the  District  and  Circuit  courts  of 
the  United  States,  conforming  his  proceedings, 
so  far  as  possible,  to  the  course  of  proceedings 
and  practice  which  has  been  customary  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  and  Louisiana — ^his 
judgment  to  be  final  and  conclusive.  And  I  do 
nerebv  authorize  and  empower  the  said  Judge 
to  make  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  his 
jurisdiction,  and  to  appoint  a  Prosecuting  Attor- 
ney, Marshal  and  Clerk  of  the  said  court,  who 
shaU  perform  the  functions  of  attorney,  marshal, 
and  derk,  according  to  such  proceedings  and 
practice  as  before-mentioned,  and  such  rulea  and 
reeulations  as  may  be  made  and  established  by 
said  Judge.  These  appointments  are  to  continue 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  President,  not  extend- 
ing beyond  the  military  occupation  of  the  city 
of  New  Orleans,  or  the  restoration  of  the  civil 
authority  in  that  city  and  in  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana. These  officers  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  War  Department,  com- 
pensation as  follows :  *  *  *  *  * 
Such  compensations  to  be  certified  by  the  Sec- 
rotary  of  War.  A  copy  of  this  order,  certified 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  deliverea  to  such 
Judge,  shsJl  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  a  sufficient 
commission.  Let  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
be  hereunto  affixed. 

"  Abraham  LiNOouf." 
"  By  the  President : 
*'  WiuaAM  H.  Sewabd,  Secretary  of  State." 

"WaB  I)V4XniBEIT,  \ 

«  WiflnraiDir,  S3<S  October,  ISttL  / 

"  I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true 
copy,  duly  examined  and  compared  with  the 
original  of  the  executive  order  of  the  President 
of  Sie  United  States,  constituting  a  Provisional 
Court  for  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

"  Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  War 
Department 

"  Edwik  M.  Stamton, 

'•SeoretaryorWar." 

"  Attest :  JoRK  Borrs, 

<«aitefaerk.» 

This  order  provides  a  tribunal,  with  powers 
as  comprehensive  as  can  be  desired  for  any  and 
all  purposes.  Without  limit  as  to  amounts  or 
the  nature  of  the  controversies,  it  confers  on 
Judge  Peabody  the  power  to  hear  and  determine 
all  causes  of  everv  name  and  kind,  and  ordains 
that  his  decision  shall  be  final  and  conclusive. 

The  language  of  the  order  is  very  clear :  "  I 
do  hereby  appoint  Charles  A.  Peabody,  of  New 
York,  to  be  a  Provisional  Judge  to  hold  said 
court,  with  authori^  to  hear,  trjr,  and  determine 
all  causes,  civil  and  criminal,  induding  causes 
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in  law,  equity,  revenae,  and  admiralty,  and  par- 
ticularly all  Buch  powers  and  jurisdiction  as 
belong  to  the  District  and  Circuit  courts  of  the 
Unitud  States,  •  *  •  *  his  judgments 
to  be  final  and  conclusive,"  leaving  no  doubt  as 
to  eitiier  the  comprehensiveness  of  its  jurisdio- 
tiou  in  respect  to  the  subject-matters  embraced, 
or  the  extent  of  its  powers  as  to  the  conclusive- 
ness of  its  judgments. 

This  couirt  went  into  operation  in  January, 
1663.  Its  inauguration  was  announced  by  a 
proclamation  of  General  Shepley,  then  Military 
Governor  of  Louisiana,  in  the  following  terms : 

<«A  FR0CLA1U1I0N. 

<*aEAn  or  L0CBI4HA,  ISxKvrrrw  DvAKnmT,  \ 
**  Nnr  Obuumb,  Oeotmber  99,  1802.     / 

'^  By  an  executive  order,  dated  on  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  October,  a.  d.  1862,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, President  of  the  United  States,  has  consti- 
tuted an  '  United  States  Provisional  Court  for 
the  State  qf  LouiaUma^  and  appointed  the  Hon. 
Charles  A.  Peabody  to  be  a  Provisional  Judge 
to  hold  said  court 

^  By  the  terms  of  this  order  he  is  invested 
*  with  authority  to  hear,  try,  and  determine  all 
causes,  civil  and  criminal,  including  causes  in 
law,  equity,  revenue,  and  admiralty,  and  particu- 
larly to  exercise  all  such  powers  and  jurisdic- 
tion as  belong  to  the  District  and  Circuit  courts, 
conforming  his  proceedings,  as  &r  as  possible, 
to  the  course  of  proceedings  and  practice  which 
has  been  customary  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
Statee  and  Louisiana ;  his  judgments  to  be  final 
and  conclusive/ 

'*The  said  Judge  is  farther  authorized  and 
empowered  to  make  and  establish  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
exercise  of  his  jurisdiction,  and  to  appoint  a 
Prosecuting  Attorney,  Marshal,  and  Clerk  of  the 
said  court. 

"  In  the  exercise  of  the  authority  conferred  by 
this  order,  the  said  Judge  has  appointed  Geoige 
D.  Lament,  Prosecuting  Attorney,  Augustus  De 
6.  Hughes,  Clerk  of  said  court,  and  Isaac  Ekl- 
wards  Clark,  MarshaL 

"  Official  notice  is  hereby  given  of  the  organ- 
ization of  said  court,  and  of  the  appointment  of 
the  said  Charles  A.  Peabody  as  Judge,  and  of 
the  officers  of  the  court  by  him  appointed. 

*^  All  judgments,  decisions,  and  decrees  of  said 
court,  and  all  acts  of  said  officers  by  them  done 
under  the  authority  of  said  order,  are  to  be  re- 
spected and  obeyed  accordingly. 

*'Gi0RGK  F.  Sheplet, 

"  MillUr/ Goreraor  of  LootelanA.*' 

Under  this  order  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
powers  conferred  were  the  administration  of 
justice,  and  that  not  according  to  any  law  desig- 
nated or  si;ggested.  The  civil  institutions  of 
the  country  having  been  swept  away,  the  law 
theretofore  in  force  there  had  yielded  like  the 
rest,  and  was  no  longer  in  force  as  the  rule  of  con- 
duct of  men,  or  the  guide  in  the  administration 
of  justice.  The  court  therefore  was  to  admin- 
istor  justice,  not  by  any  particular  law,  but  in 


its  own  way,  and  to  adopt  its  own  rules  or  laws 
by  which  it  would  be  guided  in  the  administra- 
tion of  it ;  and  this  very  early  called  for  the 
adoption  and  promulgation  by  the  court  of  a 
system  of  roles  of  action. 

The  court  considered  it  the  purpose  and  duty 
of  the  government  to  govern  the  country  held 
by  its  armies  in  a  manner  consistent  with  its 
own  dignity  and  best  interests,  and  the  condi- 
tion of  thmgs  brought  about  by  the  war  in 
which  it  was  engaged ;  that  in  doing  this  it  would 
have  great  respect  for  the  interests  of  those  to 
be  governed;  that  in  selecting  the  system  of 
laws  by  which  transactions  between  individuals 
should  be  governed  and  controversies  decided, 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  locality  would 
be  chiefly  consulted ;  the  government  itself  hav- 
ing but  Uttle  interest,  except  to  deal  justiy,  pre- 
serve quiet,  cultivate  contentment,  and  give  the 
people  the  system  most  beneficent  for  mem  un- 
der all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  The  gov- 
ernment naturally  looked  to  the  system  it  found 
in  operation  there  at  the  time  of  the  conquest  of 
the  country.  That  system  had  been  introduced 
there  by  the  wisdom  of  the  country,  as  best 
suited  to  the  wants  of  the  community,  its  habits 
and  pursuits ;  and  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  the  selection  had  been  wise,  and  this  cir- 
cumstance would  commend  it  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  government  That  system 
had,  moreover,  been  in  force  previously,  and  the 
transactions  and  contracts  which  would  be  the 
subjects  of  consideration  in  the  court,  had  most 
of  mem  been  entered  into  while  it  had  been  so 
in  force,  and,  as  might  fairly  be  presumed,  with 
reference  to  it  as  the  system  oy  which  they 
would  be  construed  and  carried  into  effect ;  and 
consequentiy  that  system  (other  things  being 
equal)  would  be  most  just  and  beneficial  in  iu 
operation  in  those  cases ;  and  not  less  so  than 
any  new  system  in  respect  to  other  cases  more 
recentiy  arisen,  or  those  thereafter  to  arise. 
The  court  therefore  declared  that,  as  far  as  the 
altered  condition  of  things  would  permit,  the 
system  of  laws  heretofore  in  Louisiana  would 
be  adopted  as  tiie  one  which  would  be  the  guide 
of  the  court  in  the  administration  of  justice. 

The  general  orders  of  the  General  in  command 
of  the  Department  of  course  were  binding  as 
laws,  and  were  to  be  respected  as  of  paramount 
authority  by  the  court. 

Those  orders  made  numerous  modifications  of 
the  law  adopted  as  the  basis  of  the  system,  and 
indicated  the  policy  of  tiie  government  in  tiie 
many  matters  to  which  they  related.  They  were 
the  express  or  written  law  of  the  land  for  the 
time,  and  corresponded  in  most  respects  with 
the  statutes  enacted  by  the  legislative  power  in 
a  country  under  civil  administration  of  govern- 
ment 

All  the  power  of  the  government  being  in  the 
military  arm,  it  followed  that  that  arm  had  the 
power  to  dictate  laws  according  to  which  jus- 
tice should  be  administered,  as  well  as  to  erect 
courts  to  administer  it  For  reasons  similar  to 
those  which  led  the  court  to  adopt  the  laws  of 
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Louisiana  in  matters  pecuniary  and  civil  in  their 
nature,  the  criminal  laws  of  Louisiana  were 
adopted  as  the  rule  of  the  administration  of 
criminal  justice.  ''  These  laws/'  said  the  court, 
in  a  charge  to  a  grand  jury,  **  framed  hy  the 
wisdom  of  the  State,  with  an  enlightened  appre- 
ciation of  the  wants  and  interests  of  the  com- 
munity here,  will  be  found  best  adapted  to  the 
government  of  this  country,  and  will  be  your 
guide  and  rule  in  your  deliberations  generally  in 
Qieperformance  of  your  duties  as  grand  jurors." 

The  laws  of  the  State,  however,  in  criminal 
as  well  as  civil  matters,  he  said  would  not  be 
adhered  to  inflexibly  in  the  new  condition  of 
things. 

There  were  changes  in  circumstances  whidi 
must  be  taken  into  account  in  administering 
criminal  justice.  •  These  changes  and  the  modi£ 
cations  they  would  require  in  the  administration 
of  justice,  were  subjects  to  be  considered  by  the 
court  in  cases  as  they  should  arise,  and  not  gen- 
erally matters  that  could  be  provided  for  by 
rules  of  general  application.  It  was  natural  that 
certain  crimes  should  become  frequent  in  a  state 
of  society  broken  and  chaotic,  where  the  general 
feeling  of  obligation  and  restraint  among  men 
was  related,  and  the  temptations  to  crime,  grow- 
ing out  of  increased  wants  and  temptations, 
greatly  increased,  and  the  punishments  must  be 
graduated  accordingly. 

In  most  cases  where  a  departure  from  former 
laws  would  become  expedient,  it  would  be  in 
the  direction  of  greater  mildness  in  punishment 
In  some  cases,  however,  a  deviation  in  the  op- 
posite direction  might  bo  called  for  by  the  ne- 
cessi  ties  of  the  case.  A  similar  rule  was  adopted 
as  to  cases  which,  under  the  former  system  of 
things,  would  have  been  cognizable  by  the  Fed- 
eral courts.  In  those  cases  the  same  law  was 
applied  as  would  have  been  administered  in  the 
Federal  courts  in  the  respective  departments  of 
civil  and  criminal,  legal  and  equitable,  admiralty 
and  maritime,  jurisprudence. 

As  soon  as  the  court  was  ready  for  business, 
a  large  amount  was  commenced  in  it  of  the 
various  kinds  to  which  the  habits  and  pursuits 
of  the  country  give  rise  in  times  of  peace,  and 
many  questions  were  presented  which  arose 
out  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  times, 
the  previous  occupation  by  the  Confederate 
authorities,  acts  govemmentad  and  personal  dur- 
ing that  time,  and  the  change  of  rule  by  tiie 
occupation  by  the  Federal  forces.  Most  of  the 
questions  presented  were  such  as  arise  natnraUy 
out  of  the  transactions  between  men  in  a  com- 
munity— such  as  this  was,  and  had  been ;  but 
many  of  them  were  eccenlric  in  their  character, 
arising  out  of  the  peculiar  state  of  things  exist- 
ing at  the  time,  and  that  which  had  previously 
existed  there  in  the  course  of  the  revolution, 
the  Confederate  rule,  and  the  transition  from 
Federal  to  Confederate,  and  from  Confederate 
back  to  Federal  government,  and  the  substitu- 
tion of  martial  for  civil  law  and  government 
Many  of  these  were  exceedingly  novel  and 
pecmiar. 


The  court  was  always  governed  by  the  mien 
and  principles  of  law,  adhering  to  all  the  foims 
of  civil  tribunals,  and  avoiding  everything  like 
a  military  administration  of  justice.  In  criminal 
matters  it  summoned  a  Grand  Jury,  and  sub- 
mitted to  it  all  charges  for  examination.  After 
indictment  found,  the  cases  were  tried  before  a 
jury  with  all  the  uauai  forms  of  Jaw,  and  all  the 
rules  theretofore  in  use  which  were  not  inoon- 
sifitent  with  the  existing  condition  of  things. 
Several  capital  cases  were  tried,  and  convictions 
were  obtained.  Three  cases  were  tried  in  one 
week,  in  two  of  which  convictions  of  murder 
were  had,  and  in  the  other  a  conviction  of  man- 
slaughter— such  a  coincidence  as  in  that  licen- 
tious country  had  probably  never  occurred  be- 
fore, and  was  not  likely  soon  to  occur  again. 

Crimes  against  the  person  there  had  seldom 
before  been  punished  at  all,  and  hence  this  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  that  place  was  remark- 
able. 

The  first  court  established  there  was  the  Pro- 
vost Court  of  the  army;  at  first  performing 
only  the  duties  of  a  military  court,  then  liioee 
of  a  general  criminal  coiurt 

In  addition  to  these  duties,  and  in  the  absence 
of  other  courts,  the  Provost  Court,  from  time  to 
time,  sometimes  by  order  of  the  Commanding 
General,  entertained  and  tried  civil  suits,  and 
those  not  only  of  the  usual  character  arising 
out  of  transactions  of  a  pecuniary  nature,  but 
those  once  esteemed  of  ecclesiastical  cogni- 
zance, sudi  as  successions,  the  administration 
of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons,  the  custody 
of  infants  and  their  estates,  and  cases  of  divorce, 
not  only  ''  a  mensa  ot  thoro,'*  but  also  "  a  vin- 
culo matrimonii.'* 

In  that  court  the  pleadings  had  always  been 
oral ;  no  notes  of  evidence  were  taken,  and  the 
decision  usually  followed  immediately  on  the 
closing  of  the  evidence  or  arguments  of  coun- 
sel, in  cases  where  arguments  were  heard. 

That  court  had  been  doing  business  some 
months  when  the  Provisional  Court  went  into 
operation,  and  the  questions  growing  out  of  the 
actions  of  thai  court  were  among  the  most 
novel  and  eccentric  that  came  before  the  Pto- 
visional  Court  The  operations  of  that  court 
had  been  most  beneficent,  and  it  was  safe  to 
assume  that  iustice  and  the  best  interests  of  the 
public  would  be  advanced  by  sustaining  its  acts 
so  far  as  circumstances  woiud  permit,  and  the 
Provisional  Court,  therefore,  always  inclined  to 
sustain  its  jurisdiction.  When,  for  instance,  a 
divorce  *'  a  mensa  et  thoro"  had  been  adjudged 
by  that  court,  on  the  application  of  the  wife, 
and  more  than  a  year  bad  elapsed  without  a 
reconciliation  of  the  parties,  the  law  of  Louisiana 
in  such  a  case  giving  the  plaintiff  after  the 
expiration  of  a  year,  a  right  to  a  complete  dt 
vorce  ''  a  vinculo  matrimoAii,"  and  half  of  the 
property  acquired  during  coverture,  the  Pro- 
visional Court  was  applied  to,  to  me^e  the  final 
decree  and  distribute  the  property  between  the 
parties. 

The  Provisional  Court  sustained  the  jurisdio- 
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tion  of  the  FtoToet  Gonrt,  afiinned  liB  deoision, 
and  ordered  judgment  of  divorce,  diseolving 
tbe  bonds  of  matnmony,  and  dividing  the  prop- 
erty of  the  marriage,  and  awarding  me  coatoc^ 
and  support  of  the  ciiildren. 

De  Ban  v«k  De  Barr. 

A  Mr*  Emerson  during  the  role  of  the  Confed- 
erate authorities,  held  a  mortgage  on  &e  prop- 
erty of  one  GniUontet  He  proceeded  to  fore- 
close it,  and  had  obtained  an  order  for  the  sale 
of  the  property.  He  directed  the  Sheriff  to 
receive  in  payment  of  his  mortgage  only  gold 
and  silver.  Cruillontet  wished  to  pay  it  in  Con- 
federate notes.  These  Emerson  refused  to  re- 
ceive. Shortly  afterwards  Emerson  w«s  arrested 
by  order  of  a  Confederate  Provost-Marahal  and 
carried  before  him  and  questioned  as  to  his  re- 
fusal to  receive  Confederate  notes  in  payment 
He  said  that  he  had  refused,  and  further  said 
that  as  to  debts  like  the  morteage  arising  out 
of  contracts  made  prior  to  the  u>iuederate  rule, 
when  the  currencv  was  specie  or  its  equivalent, 
and  on  which  he  had  p^d  or  loaned  specie,  he 
should  insist  on  payment  in  specie,  and  should 
decline  to  receive  G}nfederate  notes.  The  Fro- 
vost^farahal  ordered  him  committed  to  the 
parish  prison,  telling  him  that  he  would  dis- 
charge him  whenever  he  would  consent  to  re- 
ceive Confederate  notes  in  payment  of  all  sums 
due  him.  Being  an  old  man  and  infirm,  he 
could  not  renudn  there  without  great  danger  to 
hie  life,  and  he  soon  yielded  to  the  entreaties  of 
his  wife  and  friends,  and  gave  a  written  promise 
to  the  Provost-Marshal  uuat  he  would  receive 
those  notes  in  pajrmeut  of  all  sums  due  him, 
and  was  discharged.  Bhortl^  afterwards  the 
mortgage  was  paid  off  by  GuiUoutet  in  Confed- 
erate notes,  and  was  canoelled  off  record. 

Soon  alter  the  Provisional  Court  was  opened, 
Emeraon  brought  a  suit  to  have  the  cancellation 
of  the  mortgage  rescinded  and  the  mortgage 
restored  to  its  condition  as  a  lien  on  the  prem- 
ises^ and  offered  to  return  the  Confederate 
notes  to  Quilloutet  Since  the  cancellation  of 
tbe  mortgage,  CKUoutet  had  procured  from  an- 
o&er  person,  named  Samony,  having  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  manner  in  which  the  cancellation 
of  Emerson's  mortmfe  had  been  effected,  an- 
other loan,  and  haa  given  another  mortgage  on 
the  same  property.  The  holder  of  this  mort* 
gage  was  also  niade  defendant  in  Emerson's 
8u^  and  the  lien  of  his  mortgage  was  also 
sought  to  be  cut  off  or  postponed  to  that  of 
Emerson* 

The  Court  ordered  the  oonoellation  to  be  va- 
cated, and  Emerson's  mortgage  to  be  restored 
as  a  lien  on  the  property,  but  declined  to  vacate 
or  pos^KMie  the  lien  of  the  subsequent  mort- 
gage, and  excepted  that  from  the  operation  of 
Emerson's  lien,  and  established  it  as  prior  to 
that  of  Emerson*s  mortgage. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  while  things 
of  this  kind  were  of  freouent  ooourrence  dur- 
ing the  rule  of  the  Confeaerapy,  there  is  no  law 
of  the  Conflderate  States,  or  of  any  State  of 


tiie  Confederacy,  making  these  Confederate 
notes  legal  tender,  or  obliging  any  one  to  accept 
them  in  payment,  and  the  whole  matter  of  urg- 
ing this  currencv,  so  universal  throughout  the 
Confederacy,  and  of  which  instances  wore  so 
frequent,  and  the  modes  often  so  fatally  violent, 
was  without  the  warrant  or  pretence  of  any 
warrant  of  law  whatever. 

The  Court  held  that  its  powers  to  hear  and 
determine  finally  all  cases,  embraced  not  only 
cases  originating  therein,  but  also  those  com- 
menced and  pending,  in  other  courts  in  the 
State,  whose  functionB  were  suspended  by  the 
Rebellion,  and  not  only  those  pending  in  courts 
of  original  jurisdiction,  when  they  hod  been 
commenced  m  the  State  courts  and  the  Fedend 
oourts,  but  also  those  pending  in  appellate 
courts  of  the  State  and  of  the  United  States 
wittiin  the  boundaries  of  that  State,  and  accord- 
ingly cases  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  State,  the  appeUate  court  of  last  resort,  on 
appeal  from  the  courts  of  the  several  parishes, 
and  those  pending  in  the  Circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States  on  appeal  from  the  District  courts 
of  the  Eastern  ana  western  districts  of  Louis- 
iana, were  considered  as  comine  within  the 
powers  of  this  court  to  hear  and  decide,  and 
some  of  them  were  transferred  to  it  by  order  of 
this  court,  and  were  then  heard  and  determined. 
Causes  pending  in  other  courts  were  transferred 
to  this  court  only  where  the  functions  of  the 
court  in  which  they  were  pending  were  in  sus- 
pense and  they  could  not  be  prosecuted  to  a 
conclusion  there.  Where  the  courts  in  •which 
they  were  pending  were  then  in  operation  and 
justice  could  be  had  there,  this  court  always 
declined  to  interfere.  Among  the  cases  in  which 
the  action  of  the  court  was  early  invoked,  were 
many  of  a  public  character  on  behalf  of  the 
government  by  its  officers.  Of  these  some  of  the 
most  attractive  were  those  of  maritime  prize, 
and  those  arising  under  the  Confiscation  acts  of 
1862.  Numbers  of  these  were  presented  for 
consideration  at  an  early  day*  The  Court  im- 
mediately decided  that  it  had  not  jurisdiction  in 
cases  of  prize,  holding  that,  although  such  ques- 
tions were  embraced  in  the  genera]  terms  of 
the  order  constituting  the  court,  stiU  that  in  the 
very  nature  of  the  court,  deriving  its  powers, 
not  from  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the  United 
States,  but  from  tiie  Chief  Executive  officer  and 
military  head  of  that  government,  exercising 
powers  conferred  on  him  as  such  officer  bv  the 
kw  of  nations,  and  constituted  for  and  holding 
its  sessions  in  territory  held  in  military  occupa- 
tion by  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  and 
over  which  his  powers  of  government  were  de- 
rived from  the  conquest  and  military  occupation 
of  it,  and  from  the  necessities  arising  from  that 
condition  of  things,  it  had  not  jurisdiction  for 
Bu<^  purposes,  and  it  declined  to  entertain 
them. 

Suits  in  considerable  number  were  also  brought 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States  to  enforce  the 
laws  of  1862  for  the  confiscation  of  the  propertf 
of  those  who  had  taken  active  part  in  tne  rebeL 
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lion.  In  anBwer  to  theae  proceedings,  it  was 
insisted  that  the  court  bad  not  jurisdiction  in 
cases  of  this  clasBy  and  very  able  and  elaborate 
arguments  were  heard,  Mr.  George  S.  Lacej,  and 
Mr.  William  H.  Hunt,  and  Mr.  Iwselins,  aU  emi- 
nent members  of  the  bar  of  New  Orleans,  ap- 
pearing for  the  claimants,  and  Mr.  Lament,  the 
rrosecuting  Attorney  of  the  court,  appearing 
for  the  soYemment.  This  argument  occupied 
BCYeral  aa^,  and  at  the  close  of  it  the  court 
took  time  n)r  consideration. '  While  the  question 
remained  undecided,  the  constitutional  courts  of 
the  United  States  for  that  district  wore  organ- 
ized and  oponed,  and  aU  business  of  the  }and 
was  transferred,  with  the  approbation  of  both 
courts,  to  the  District  Court,  tnat  being  the  court 
in  which,  by  the  law  itself,  questions  arising 
under  it  were  directed  to  be  tried. 

The  question  of  jurisdiction  was  never  decided, 
and  was  in  effect,  by  subsequent  eyents,  with- 
drawn from  consideration.  It  was  understood, 
however,  that  Judge  Peabody  had  eroat  doubts 
of  his  jurisdiction,  and  that  his  doubts  arose 
from  an  inclination  to  think  that  the  question 
was  governed  by  the  same  rule  as  that  of  juris- 
diction in  oases  of  prise,  in  which  he  had  already 
decided  that  he  had  not  jurisdiction.  If,  how- 
ever, the  court  had  originally  had  jurisdiction 
in  these  cases,  in  the  absence  of  ue  Federal 
court,  on  which  the  jurisdiction  had  been  ex- 
pressly by  the  act  itself  conferred,  he  was  quite 
of  the  opinion  that  it  did  not  retain  it  after  the 
organization  and  re-establishment  of  that  court, 
but  was  thereby  divested  of  it. 

In  cases  of  prize  the  court  declined  iurisdic- 
tion,  and  in  cases  of  confiscation  it  doubted  its 
jurisdiction  and  never  exercised  it. 

Jn  no  other  claas  of  oases  was  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court  ever  questioned  or  doubted.  So 
convincing  is  the  argument  of  necessity  to  per- 
sons present  and  witnessing  with  their  own 
senses  its  illustrations,  that  no  one  was  found  to 
doubt  that  tiie  military  power  of  the  United 
States  holding  that  country  in  military  occupa- 
tion,  had,  ex  neoeatiktte  rei^  the  right  to  govern 
it 

AU  other  powers  being  suspended  by  the 
conquest,  it  followed  that  whatever  of  govern- 
ment it  should  have  must  come  from  that 
source.  That  it  should  have  government  from 
some  source,  no  sane  man  coula  doubt  That  it 
could  in  the  existing  condition  of  things  have  it 
from  any  other  was  plainly  impossible.  It  must 
therefore,  have  it  from  that ;  and  to  have  refusea 
it  would  have  been  not  merely  a  breach  of  duty, 
but  a  violation  of  one  of  the  first  principles  and 
plainest  dictates  of  humanity. 

The  iudgments  and  mandates  of  this  court 
were,  at  course,  to  be  executed.  They  would  be 
executed  bytiie  same  power  by  whic^  the  court 
was  constituted.  To  this  the  military  and  naval 
force  at  the  command  of  the  President  was 
pledged.  With  tiliis  understood,  nothing  like 
resistance  or  a  hesitation  to  obey  was  ever  for  a 
moment  experienced. 

When  the  commismon  of  this  court  was  first 


g resented  to  the  bar,  the  all-embracing  compre- 
onsiveness  of  its  jurisdiction,  as  to  the  cases 
and  questions  which  it  was  autiiorized  to  enter- 
tain, and  &e  omnipotence  of  its  judgments,  ter« 
minatiTig  without  appeal  Hie  rights  of  the 
parties  in  all  cases,  attracted  attention  and 
remark.  No  serious  objection  was  made  to  it^ 
however,  and  soon  after  it  went  into  operation, 
the  readiness  with  which  it  was  filled  with  bus- 
iness of  tiie  first  magnitude,  a  great  part  of 
which  was  equally  cognizaUe  by  other  courts 
then  in  operation  in  the  pariui  of  Orleans, 
showed  that  litigants  and  the  bar  were  o^  the 
whole  not  at  all  disposed  to  shun,  but  rather 
were  disposed  to  seex  this  court,  anomalous  as 
it  was  in  its  jurisdiction  and  powers.     * 


Doo.  40. 
THE  BATTLE  OF  FIVE  F0EK8,  YA. 

MiJQR«DrERAL  WABB£N'S  AOCnUNT.* 

Ifiirocfudion, 

The  confidence  shown  by  the  Gommander4n- 
Chief  in  selecting  me  for  the  command  of  the 
Department  of  Mississippi,  then  the  theatre  of 
actual  warfare,  immediately  after  the  battle  of 
Five  Forks,  I  deemed  a  thorough  vindication  of 
my  conduct  on  that  memorable  occasion. 

I  felt,  though  denied  the  official  investigation 
which  I  had  applied  for,  that  I  oould  leave  my 
justification  before  the  public  to  the  ultimate 
publication  of  the  official  reports.  I  trusted,  too, 
that  General  Sheridan's  report  would  do  me  jus- 
tice, and  that  he  could  not  faU  in  it  to  acknowl- 
edge that  his  treatment  of  me  was  hasty  and 
based  on  erroneous  impressions.  The  publica- 
tion of  this  report,  dated  May  16,  in  the  Official 
Gkizette,  disappointed  this  hope,  for  therein,  as 
far  as  mention  is  made  of  me,  it  is  in  terms  of 
cUsparagement,  and  in  efforts  to  justify  his  incon- 
siderate action. 

After  this  publication  I  thought  the  investiga- 
tion I  sought  could  not  long  be  denied,  and  I 
have  remained  silent  till  now,  fully  believing  an 
impartial  investigation  would  relieve  me  of  the 
imputations  of  General  Sheridan,  and  place  just 
censure  on  those  by  whom  I  have  been  wronged 

To  bring  my  professional  grievances  before 
the  public  is  a  thing  from  which  I  have  shrunk, 
and  I  do  not  do  so  now  from  any  love  of  con- 
troversy. If  circumstances  were  different  I 
should  be  glad  to  avoid  it ;  but  the  facts  being 
Httie  known  and  understood,  and  there  being 
many  misrepresentations,  I  am  under  Hiis  necee- 
sity.  I  have,  therefore,  nrepared  the  f<^owing 
narrative  of  facts  in  mucn  detail,  so  that  eat£ 
one  can  examine  and  judge  for  himself,  as,  I 
presume,  all  fair-ndnded  men,  whose  time  will 
permit,  will  gladly  do. 

*  An  aooooDt  of  the  opcralloas  of  Um  VWh  Army  Onrps, 
commanded  by  liiOor-(3«Qeral  O.  K.  Warren,  at  the  battk  «( 
Five  Forks,  April  1, 1866,  and  tLd  batUeH  and  moyefficuta  cire> 
liminaiy  to  it,  by  G.  K.  Warren,  late  MoJor^^Bnena  Vob 
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In  the  reporif  of  General  Sheridan  there  are 
three  imputationB  s^inst  me— the^lrsl  of  which 
is  vaguely  made,  in  the  following : 

*^  BjbA  General  Warren  moved  acoordine  to  the 
expectations  of  the  Lientenant-GenertJ,  there 
would  appear  to  have  been  but  little  chance  for 
the  escape  of  the  enemy's  infantry  in  front  of 
Dinwiddie  C.  H." 

If  such  expectations  were  formed,  they  were 
not  reasonable,  according  to  the  facts.  1  acted 
during  the  night  under  orders  from  General 
Meade,  which,  with  my  dispatches  to  faim,  and 
other  facts,  will  be  eiven.  It  will  appear  that 
the  enemy  held  all  the  roads  necessary  for  hia 
escape ;  that  he  withdrew  from  General  Sheri- 
dan's front  to  Five  Forks  early  in  the  night,  and 
that  the  swollen  state  of  Gravelly  Run  and  a 
broken  bridge  prevented  my  troops  from  reach- 
ing Greneral  Sheridan  till  daybreak.  It  also  wiU 
appear  that  the  tenor  of  my  orders  from  General 
Meade  were,  not  that  I  was  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  tue  enemy,  but  to  use  every  exertion  to  succor 
General  Sheridan,  who  could  *^noiincnnlainhifiP' 
$el/ at  Dinwiddie  C  H.  vnihoui reiftforcements'^ 
My  dispatches  show  that  it  was  my  own  sug- 
gestion to  attempt  to  intercept  the  enemy  if  he 
remained  in  General  Sheridan's  front,  and  not 
fall  back,  as  I  was  at  first  ordered. 

The  second  imputation  is  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  General  Warren  did  not  exert  himself  to  get 
up  his  corps  as  rapidly  as  he  might  have  done, 
and  his  manner  gave  me  the  impression  that  he 
wished  the  sun  to  go  down  before  dispositions 
for  the  attack  could  be  completed." 

The  &cts  of  the  movements  of  the  troops  in 
coming  up  to  this  point  are  all  given  in  the 
statements  of  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Bank- 
head,  who  carried  my  order  to  the  troops  to 
move  up  while  I  rode  forward  to  examine  the 
ground  on  which  they  were  to  form ;  and  in  the 
tetters  of  Generals  Crawford,  Griffin,  and  Ayres, 
who  commanded  my  three  divisions.  I  present 
them  here  in  their  proper  place  in  the  narrative, 
and  they  are  conclusive  tnat  I  and  my  troops 
exerted  ourselves  to  form  for  the  attack  as 
rapidly  as  possible. 

While  the  troops  were  forming  I  told  Greneral 
Sheridan  it  would  occupy  till  four  p.  m.,  atVhich 
time  they  were  formed,  and  at  which  time  the 
sun  was  two  and  a  half  hours  high.  Certainly 
I  could  not  have  ezpeoted  the  sun  to  go  down 
before  the  ^  diq[>osition8  for  the  attack  could  be 
completed,"  nor  have  given  him  reason  to  think 
I  wished  it  I  had  at  the  time  confidenoe  in  the 
success  of  our  proposed  attack,  and  the  kindest 
feelings  toward  General  Sheridan,  under  whom 
I  was  glad  to  serve.  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  the  raisapprehension  he  labored  un- 
der in  imputing  such  Dssenoss  to  me,  and  I  trust 
my  conduct  throughout  the  war  has  shown  to 
those  by  whom  I  am  best  known  that  I  am  in- 
capable of  it 

t  ExincU  from  thbi  report,  giylng  all  that  relatat  to  m^ 
■ra  plftoed  la  the  tpiieiidiz  to  uia  ii«rrattve. 


The  Mrd  imputation  is  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing : 

^  During  this  engagement  portions  of  his  line 
gave  way  when  not  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire,  and 
simply  from  want  of  confidence  on  the  part  of 
the  troops,  which  Greneral  Warren  did  not  exert 
himself  to  inspire.'' 

I  hadf  at  the  time  of  the  engagement,  to  conr 
trol  the  movements  of  an  entire  oorpe  d^ armies 
fighting  and  ohanginff  front  as  it  advanced 
tmrougn  the  forests,  it  is  clearly  a  case  for  the 
exercue  of  a  corps  commander's  judgment,  how 
far  he  shall  at  any  time  give  his  personal  efforts 
to  the  general  control  of  his  corps,  or  assist  his 
subordinate  commanders  in  their  commands, 
and  whether  he  shall  use  his  staff  and  himself 
to  rally  troops  who  break  under  a  not  very  se- 
vere fire,  from  want  of  confidence,  or  to  so  direct 
other  portions  of  his  oommand  as  to  thereby 
remedy  the  evil  which  this  giving  way  pro- 
duced. Whatever  is  vital  to  the  success  of  the 
whole  is  the  thing  deserving  the  corps  commaur 
der's  attention,  and  to  that,  throughout,  I  eave 
mine.  On  account  of  the  forest,  General  Sneri- 
dan  saw  but  one  flank  of  the  operations  of  my 
command,  and  was  no  further  cognizant  of  my 
exertions.  He  saw  nothing  of  the  fighting  of 
General  Crawford's  division,  which  suffered  more 
from  the  enemy's  fire  than  any  other.  There  was 
no  part  of  my  command  that  did  not  witness  my 
exertions  at  one  time  or  another,  and  my  horse 
was  fat^ljr  shot  dose  to  the  enem3r's  breast- 
works. "To  those  who  served  under  me  I  refer 
for  proof  of  my  exertions,  and,  as  they  repre- 
sent every  section  of  our  oounti^,  any  one  who 
wishes  can  verify  my  asserticm  by  those  around 
him. 

If  General  Sheridan  had  stated  which  of  my 
troops  misbehaved  for  want  of  my  presence,  I 
could  bring  the  evidence  of  their  commander  to 
bear  in  my  defence.  But  how  this  exertion 
could  have  been  specially  required  of  me  I  am 
at  loss  to  understand ;  for  he  says  himself,  ^  I 
cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  troops  in  this 
battie  and  the  gaUan^  of  their  commanders." 

The  dut^  of  every  soldier  to  obey  has  its  cor- 
relative whidi  entities  him  to  the  protection  of 
those  undw  whom  he  serves,  and  this  I  have 
been  denied. 

General  Sheridan  aajvs : 

"  I  therefore  relieved  him  from  the  command 
of  the  Fifth  corps,  authority  for  this  action 
having  been  sent  to  me  before  the  battie,  unso- 
licited." 

From  the  time  that  authority  reached  him  he, 
apparentiy,  sought  occasion  to  use  it  I  say  this 
with  regret ;  but  the  time  of  the  report  toward 
me,  and  his  hasty  action,  indicate  that  it  was  so. 
If  a  victory  won  by  mjf  command,  under  my  di- 
rection, could  not  gam  me  credit,  where  the 
plans  made  were,  as  he  says,  '*  euooee^uUy  exe- 
cuted" and  where  my  efforts  and  directions  were 
known  to  ahnost  every  one,  then  nothing  could. 

General  Grants  while  giving  the  above  au- 
thority to  CteneraL  Bheridtti,  )u3i  never  signified 
to  me,  in  the  remotest  manner,  any  dissatisfac- 
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tion  with  me.  I  had  liad  no  direct  official  rela- 
tioDB  with  him.  My  instmctions  all  came  through 
General  Meade,  and  to  him  all  my  reporti  were 
made.  V  General  Grant  had  ever  expressed 
himself  displeased  witii  me  to  General  Meade, 
the  latter  had  kept  it  from  me;  and  he  ever 
showed,  by  intrusting  to  me  the  advance  of  the 
army  on  many  vital  occasions,  and  often  by  send- 
ing me  on  detached  expeditions,  the  highest 
confidence  in  me,  and  this  is  well  known. 

I  shall  farther  reply  to  the  imputations  of 
Genend  Sheridan  while  giving  the  narration  of 
the  events  to  which  they  relate,  which  narration, 
I  hope,  win  possess  an  interest  of  its  own,  inde- 
pendent of  its  defence  of  me. 

NarraHive, 

In  order  to  introduce  the  battle  of  Five  Forks 
intelligently,  I  will  first  describe  the  previous 
operations  of  March  twenty-ninth,  thirtieth,  and 
thirty-first,  and  shall  do  so  but  brieflv,  in  order 
to  confine  attention  particularlv  to  the  first  of 
April  and  the  orders  of  the  night  before. 

My  command,  on  March  Iwenty-ninth,  con- 
sisted of  General  Crawford's  division,  five  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  fifty  strong;  General 
Griffin's  division,  six  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty  strong;  and  (General  Ayres'  division, 
tli^e  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty  strong. 
I  took  with  me,  as  directed,  only  five  four-^un 
batteries,  under  General  Wainwright  I  had  no 
cavalry,  except  an  escort  of  forfy  men,  under 
Gaptain  HorrelL 

All  the  cavalry  of  the  army,  except  headquar- 
ter escorts,  was  with  General  Sheridan,  whose 
operations  were  to  be  so  distinct  from  mine  that 
I  was  ordered  to  act  entirely  independent  of  any 
protection  he  could  give  my  flanks.  My  position 
throughout  was  on  the  left  flank  of  the  mfantry 
and  artillery,  army  of  General  Meade. 

To  fiicilitate  tiie  understanding  of  the  subject,  I 
have  added  to  my  narrative  a  reliable  map,  on  a 
scale  of  one  mile  to  an  inch.  The  region  repre- 
sented is  of  the  character  common  in  Virginia, 
level,  much  covered  with  thick  and  tangled 
woods,  and  well  watered  by  numerous  smcJl, 
swampy  streams.  The  soil  was  clayey  or  sandy, 
which,  when  commingled  in  wet  places,  partakes 
of  the  nature  of  **  quick-sand,"  and  where,  up- 
heaved by  the  winter  frosts  that  now  had  left 
it,  presented  littie  less  support  to  wheels  or 
hoofs  than  would  a  bank  of  snow. 

I  enumerate  here  the  officers  <^  my  sta£f,  not 
merely  because  it  is  due  to  them  whenever  the 
operations  «>f  the  Fifth  army  oorps  are  con- 
sidered, but  also  to  point  out  those  to  whom 
any  one  can  specially  refer  for  the  correctness 
of  what  I  write.  This  staff  has  probably  had  as 
much  experience  in  the  actual  war&re  as  any 
other  that  could  be  named.  It  consisted  of 
Colonel  H.  C.  Bankhead,  Inspector-General,  and 
Major  Wm.  T.  Gentry,  Commissary  of  Musters, 
both  graduates  of  the  United  States  Military 
Academy;  of  Colonel  F.  T.  Locke,  Adjutant- 
General,  which  position  he  had  held  from  the 
organization  of  the  oorps,  in  May,  1862;  of 


Colonel  A.  L.  Thomas,  Chief  Quartermaster ;  of 
Colonel  D.  L.  Smith,  Chief  Commissary  of  Sub- 
sistence ;  of  Colonel  T.  K  Spencer,  Medical  Di- 
rector ;  of  Dr.  Chas.  K.  Winue,  Medical  Inspect- 
or ;  of  Captain  Malvern,  Chief  Ambulance  Offi- 
cer; and  of  Captain  G.  B.  Halstead,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General.  To  these,  for  the  time,  wiis 
adaed  Captain  Wm.  H.  H.  Benyaurd,  of  the  Regu- 
lar Engineers,  detached  &om  General  Meade's 
staff  to  accompany  me,  and  who  gave  me  most 
important  assistance,  as  also  did  Major  Van 
BoKkelen,  of  the  Volunteer  Engineer  Brigade, 
who  joined  us  with  a  light  canvas  pontoon 
train.  My  personal  aides^e-camp  were  Major 
K  B.  Cope,  a  most  valuable  topographical  officer ; 
Captain  James  8.  Wadsworth,  son  of  the  lament- 
ed General  James  S.  Wadsworth ;  and  Captain 
Gordon  Winslow,  son  of  the  like  lamented  Bev. 
Gordon  Winslow. 

BATTLB  OF  QVAKSB  BOAD. 

We  left  our  camp,  in  rear  of  the  lines  at  Peters- 
burg, at  three  a.  m.,  on  March  twenty-ninth. 
We  moved  south,  across  Rowanty  Creek,  below 
the  junction  of  Gravelly  and  Etcher's  Rims, 
took  the  road  thence  to  Dinwiddle  Court  House, 
as  far  as  the  Quaker  Road,  then  turned  up  this 
latter,  and  crossed  Gravelly  Run. 

A  sharp  engagement  took  place  between  a 
division  of  the  enemy  and  my  advance,  consist- 
ing of  General  Griffin's  divisioEL  at  the  Old  Saw- 
Mul  site,  in  which  General  Crriffln  drove  the 
enemy  back  to  the  junction  of  the  Quaker  Road 
and  Boydton  Flank-road,  inflicting  upon  them  a 
severe  loss,  and  losing  himself  tnree  hmidred 
and  sixty-seven  killed  and  wounded. 

It  commenced  raining  in  the  night,  and  con- 
tinued to  rain  heavily  aJl  day  on  the  thirtieth. 
During  this  day,  General  Griffin's  line  was  ad- 
vanced, with  heavy  skirmishing  up  the  Boydton 
Plank-road,  so  as  to  confine  the  enemy,  near  Bur- 
gess* Mill,  to  his  breastworks  along  the  White 
Oak  Road.  A  reconnoissance  by  General  Ayres' 
division  was  also  made,  as  far  west  as  where  the 
enemy's  line  along  the  White  Oak  Road  turned 
northward  to  Hatcher's  Run^and  our  picket 
line  was  established  near  the  White  Oak  Road. 
Finding,  on  personal  examination,  that,  though 
we  coud  see  the  road,  our  pickets  did  not  oc- 
cupy it,  I  directed  this  occupation  to  be  made 
that  evening. 

BATTLB  OP  WRm  OAK  BIDQB. 

Toward  daylight  on  March  31,  General  OrifiBn's 
division  was  reneved  by  a  portion  of  the  Second 
army  corps.  At  7.35  a.  m.,  in  answer  to  a  dis- 
patch of  General  Webb,  requesting  to  be 
informed  of  the  location  of  my  troops,  I  sent 
the  foDowlne' : 

**  General  Griffin's  troops  will  be  massed  near 
Mrs.  Butter's ;  General  Ayres'  near  S.  Dabney's ; 
General  Crawford's  about  half-way  between, 
lliey  are  along  a  wood-road  running  from  near 
lifrs.  Butler's  to  W.  Dabney's,  on  the  White  Oak 
Road.  It  is  not  practicable  now  for  wheels,  and 
there  is  a  very  difficult  branch  of  Gravelly  Run 
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that  nms  south  from  the  White  Oak  Ridge, 
joining  the  Btream  at  the  crossing  of  the  PJank> 
road,  which  will  take  a  long  time  to  make  prac- 
ticable for  wagons.  I  have  all  the  pioneen  I 
can  spare  at  work  on  it  I  will  send  you  a 
sketch." 

It  must  be  noticed  here  that,  at  this  time,  we 
were  quite  ignorant  of  the  country  I  was  operat- 
ing in,  and  the  following  corrections  are  now 
necessary  in  the  above  dispatch.  The  place 
''8.  Dabney's"  did  not  exist,  though  on  our 
printed  maps.  The  place  taken  for  S.  Dabney's  is 
marked  on  the  map  "  unknown."  The  road,  in- 
stead of  joimng  the  White  Oak  Road  at  W. 
Dabney's,  does  so  ^near  '*  Butler's."  General 
Griffin  8  division  was  just  north  of  Mrs.  Butler's, 
but  this  name  was  given  to  indicate  the  approx- 
imate location  on  the  map. 

The  space  occupied  by  the  troops  extended 
but  little  beyond  a  mile.  General  Crawford's 
division  was  in  iuxtapositiou  with  General 
Ayres',  and  massed  ready  to  fight  in  any  direc- 
tion. General  Avres  was  cautioned  to  be  pre- 
pared to  meet  uie  enemy's  attack  both  from 
the  north  and  west,  and  reconnoissances  were 
being  made  to  gain  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
country. 

At  8.40  A.  X.,  I  received  the  foHowing  dispatch 
from  General  Webb : 

"There  is  firing  along  General  Humphreys' 
front  The  Major-Greneral  commanding  desires 
you  to  be  ready  to  sen3  yojor  reserve,  if  it  should 
be  called  for,  to  support  General  Humphreys. 
J%ere  toiU  be  no  mavemeni  of  troops  to-day" 

To  this  I  at  once  sent  the  following  reply : 

^  Your  dispatch  of  8.25  a.  m.  is  just  received,  j 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  musketry  ming  going  on  j 
in  our  lines,  by  the  men  firing  off  their  guns  to  j 
put  in  fresh  loads.  Unless  I  break  loose  entirely 
from  General  Humphreys,  I  think  the  force  he 
sent  to  relieve  Genend  Griffin  is  much  more 
than,  under  any  circumstances,  would  be  needed 
there.    My  troops  are,  however,  at  all  times  as 
ready  to  move  as  it  is  possible  to  keep  them  for 
a  long  time.    If  the  enemy  break  General  Hum- 
phrey's line  at  any  time,  or  threaten  to  do  so,  I 
shall  not  wait  for  orders  to  assist  him,  if  I  can." 

At  8.50  A.  M.,  I  received  the  following  from 
(General  Humphreys : 

'*  Please  let  me  know  where  your  right  will 
rest,  tlttt  I  may  connect  with  you?  General 
Miles  has  relieved  General  Griffin,  and  I  find  a 
vacant  space  on  his  left" 

To  this  I  at  once  replied  as  follows : 

"I  send  you  a  sketch  of  the  country  west  of 
the  Plai^-road,  and  a  copy  of  my  communication 
to  General  Webb,  as  to  my  position.  I  cannot 
take  up  any  regular  line  of  battle  on  accoupt  of 
the  woodte  and  swamps,  but  have  assembled 
each  division  at  a  point,  so  they  can  fieht  in  any 
(i^ection.  I  had  a  brigade  of  General  Griffin  s 
and  a  battery  stationed  at  Stroud's,  tor  support 
I  don't  think  your  left  could  be  turned  (even  if 
I  moved  away),  without  having  full  information. 
But  as  my  troops  now  are,  I  could  move  Griffin 
right  up  on  your  flank  along  with -my  artilleiy.  I 


shall  work  hard  all  di^  to  get  the  road  through 
the  woods  in  order." 

At  8.55  A.  M.,  I  received  the  following  from 
General  Webb : 

"  Owin^  to  the  weather,  no  chanee  will  to-day 
be  made  m  the  present  position  of  the  troops. 
Three  days'  rations  of  subsistence  and  forage 
will  be  brought  up  and  issued  to  the  troops, 
and  the  artillery  and  wagons  authorized  to  ac- 
company them.  The  empty  supply  wagons  will 
be  sent  to  the  rear,  to  be  refilled  at  the  railroad 
terminus.  The  Chief  Engineer  and  Corps  Com- 
manders will  use  every  exertion  to  maxe  prac- 
ticable the  roads  to  the  rear  and  communications 
with  their  several  commands." 

At  9.40  A.  K.,  I  sent  the  following  dispatch  to 
Genera]  Webb: 

**  I  have  just  received  a  report  from.  General 
Ayres  that  the  enemy  have  their  pickete  still 
this  side  of  the  White  Oak  Road,  so  that  their 
communication  is  continuous  along  it  I  have 
sent  out  word  to  him  to  try  and  drive  them  off, 
or  develop  with  what  force  the  road  is  held  by 
them."  This  operation  I  deem  essentially  neces- 
sary to  the  seciurity  of  our  own  position,  and  I 
directed  Greneral  Ayres  to  use  a  brigade,  if  neces- 
sary, the  distance  being  but  a  few  hnndred 
yacds.  In  answer  to  it  I  received  the  following 
dispatch  from  General  Webb,  written  10.30  a.  m.  : 
"  Your  dispatch,  giving  General  Ayres'  position, 
is  received :  '*  General  Meade  directs  that  should 
you  determine,  by  your  reconnoissance,  that  you 
can  get  possession  of  the  White  Oak  Road,  you 
are  to  do  so,  notwithstanding  the  orders  to  sus- 
pend operations."* 

General  Winthrpp,  with  his  brigade  of  Greneral 
Ayres'  division,  aavanced  accordingly  about 
10)t^  A.  M.,  and  was  repulsed,  and  simultane- 
ously an  attack,  which  had  been  preparing 
against  General  Ayres,  was  made  by  the  enemy 
in  heavy  force,  both  from  the  north  and  west,  and 
Greneral  Ayres'  division  was  forced  back.  General 
Ayres  did  all  that  was  in  his  power  to  stay  the 
enemy.  I  hastened  toward  the  point  of  attack ; 
but  on  arriving  near  General  Crawford's  division, 
it  was  also  failing  back,  and  all  our  efforts  to 
hold  the  men  in  the  woods  were  unavailing. 
Greneral  Griffin's  line  was  then  formed  along  the 
east  bank  of  the  branch  of  Gravelly  Run,  with 
Mink's  battery  on  his  right,  and  after  some 

•  OomparlBon  of  the  preceding  dltpBtchec  with  the  IbUow- 
log  extraot  roUtiag  to  (he  same  sntject,  taken  ftt>m  lieaten* 
ant-GeDeral  Grant's  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
July  22, 1866,  pabltsbed  with  the  annual  docoBiaakts,  sbowa 
that  Ltoatttnant-General  Grant  most  have  been  misinformed  in 
relation  to  the  reports  made  by  me,  and  the  orders  I  received. 

[ExnucT.]  > 

<  t  On  the  morning  of  the  81st,  General  WaiTMi  reported  faror- 
ably  to  getting  poflsession  of  the  White  OsJc  Road,  and  wss 
directed  to  4lo  so.  To  aooomplish  this,  he  moTed  with  one 
division  Instead  of  his  whole  corps." 

It  is  sew  that  the  operations  proposed  by  me  and  ordered, 
were  as  General  Meade  describes,  of  the  nature  of  a  *<  rcconnois- 
sanoe'*  only,  the  result  of  which  was  to  determine  what  BbooM 
be  done.  Special  arrangement  would  have  to  be  mode  with 
General  Humphreys,  If  Orlflln's  division  had  to  be  moved  upto 
the  point  where  Generals  Ayres  and  Crawford  were.  The 
action  of  Uie  enemy,  howev«r,  interfered  with  the  idBnA,ss 
they  often  did,  and  prodaced  the  resolttng  operatians. 
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severe  fightine  the  enemy  was  stopped.  Qenerah 
Crawford  ana  Ajres  re-formed  their  troops 
behind  this  line.  Information  of  these  events 
was  sent  to  General  Humphreys  early  in  their 
occurrence, and  he  sent  General  Miles'  division  to. 
close  the  space  between  his  left  and  General  Grif- 
fin's right  One  brigade  of  this,  also,  advanced 
to  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  but  was  al  first 
driven  back. 

At  1  p.  v.,  I  made  the  following  report  to  Gen- 
eral Webb : 

"  Cteneral  Ayres  made  an  advance  with  a  small 
force  at  10  A.  m.,  which  tiie  enemy  drove  back 
and  followed  np  in  heavv  force,' compelling  botii 
Ayres  and  Crawford  to  mil  back  on  Griffin,  and, 
01  course,  in  much  confusion.  Gkiffin's  troops 
held  the  enemy  at  the  Run  west  of  the  Flank- 
road.  General  Miles'  division"  (a  brigade  of  it) 
**  afterward  attacked  the  enemy  and  were  forcea 
back  on  my  rieht  My  skirmish  line  in  front  of 
Griffin  (most  of  it)  has  advanced  on  my  left 

**  I  am  goine  to  send  forward  a  brigade,  sup- 
ported by  aU  1  can  set  of  Crawford's  and  Ayres' 
divisions,  and  attadc,  swinging  on  our  rifht 
Arrangements  are  being  made  for  this,  and  it 
will  take  place  about  1.45  p.  x.,  if  the  enemy 
does  not  attack  sooner." 

Owin^  to  some  difficulties  in  crossing  Ihe 
Run,  this  advance  which  was  thus  made  with 
the  whole  available  corps,  took  place  a  little  after 
the  thne  specified  above.  General  Humphrey's 
division,  under  General  Miles,  also  advanced 
against  the  enemy  about  the  same  period  on  our 
right,  but  the  movement  was  not  made  in  close 
connection  with  mine.  It  is  my  intention  to 
enter  more  into  details  when  I  receive  the  offi- 
cial reports  of  my  division  commanders. 

At  3.40  p.  M.,  I  wrote,  from  the  White  Oak 
Roady  the  following  dispatoh  to  General  Webb : 

**  We  have  driven  the  enemy,  I  think,  into  his 
breastworks.  The  prisoners  report  General  Lee 
here  to-day,  and  also  that  their  oreastworks  are 
filled  with  troops.  We  have  prisoners  from  a 
portion  of  Pickett's  and  Johnson's  divisions. 

"General  Chamberlain's  brigade  acted  wilh 
much  gallantry  in  their  advance,  capturing  nearly 
the  entire  Fiffy-sixtii  Virginia  regiment,  with  ito 

We  met  with  but  little  opposition  in  this  ad- 
vance, so  that  only  this  one  brigade  was  eam- 
esfly  engaged. 

The  loss  to  the  corps,  m  killed  and  woimded, 
from  the  morning  of  March  29th  to  the  close  of 
the  battle  of  white  Oak  Ridge,  was  eighteen 
hundred,  and  included  several  distinguished 
soldiers. 

OPBRinONS  TO  SUOOOB  QBHIEAI.  SBnBZDAF. 

Thus  far  my  operations  were  independent  of 
those  of  Gkneral  Sheridan,  but  at  this  point  they 
came  into  direct  relation  to  him,  and  the  narra- 
tive will  be  given  in  more  detail  It  must  be 
bometntnind,  however  j  ihat  laded  under  General 
Meade's  ardors  HU  daybreak  of  the  morning  cf 
Jprill. 

Abont  5  P.M.,  March  31,  while  on  the  White 


Oak  Road,  I  received  the  following  from  General 
Webb,  chief  of  staff: 

**  Secure  your  position,  and  protect,  as  well  as 
possible,  your  left  flank.  Word  has  been  sent 
to  %eridan,  and  it  is  belibved  that  Sheridan  is 
pushing  up.  (General  Humphreys  will  be  ordered 
to  push  up  and  to  connect  with  your  right  You 
might,  if  you  think  it  worth  while,  push  a  small 
force  down  the  White  Oak  Road,  and  try  to  com- 
municate with  Sheridan,  but  they  must  take  care 
not  to  fire  into  his  advance." 

The  rattle  of  musketry  could  now  be  heard 
south-west  from  us,  which  seemed  to  us  to  be 
receding,  and  which  led  us  to  think  the  enemy 
was  driving  our  cavalry.  I  then  ordered  Genend 
Griffin  to  send  General  Bartiett,  with  his  brigade, 
directly  across  tiie  country,  so  as  to  attack  the 
enemy  on  the  flank,  and  I  sent  Major  Cope,  of  mv 
staff,  with  him.  At  5.15  p.  m.  I  received  the  fol- 
lowing from  General  Webb,  which  dfrected  what 
before  had  only  been  suggested  : 

**  The  Major-General  commanding  directo  that 
you  push  a  bxigade  down  tiie  White  Oak  Road 
to  open  it  for  uenend  Sheridan,  and  support  the 
same  if  necessary.  The  firing  is  so  near  that 
the  General  presumes  that  the  command  will  not 
have  far  to  ro.  The  distance  you  will  push  out 
must  depend  on  the  circumstances  of  the  move- 
ment and  the  support  you  can  give  them." 

Thus,  at  the  time  when  to  General  Meade  it 
seemed  **  the  firing  is  so  near,"  it  plainly  sounded 
to  us  more  and  more  distant,  indicating  that  our 
cavabry  was  falling  back,  of  which  I  soon  had 
confirmation. 

At  5.50  p.  M .,  I  sent  the  following  to  General 
Webb: 

^  I  have  just  seen  an  officer  and  a  sergeant 
from  General  Sheridan's  command,  who  were  cut 
off  in  an  attack  by  the  enemy  and  escaped.  From 
what  they  sav,  our  cavahy  was  attacked  about 
noon  by  cavalry  and  infan^,  and  rapidly  driven 
back,  two  divisions— Crook's  ana  Deven's — 
being  engaged.  The  firing  seemed  to  recede 
from  me  toward  Dinwiddle  C.  H.  I  have  sent 
General  Bartlett  and  my  escort  in  that  direction, 
but  I  think  they  cannot  be  in  time.  I  hear  can- 
nonading that  I  think  is  from  near  Dinwiddle 
C.  H. 

About  6<^0  p.  X.,  I  received  the  following  from 
General  Webb : 

**  A  staff  officer  of  Greneral  Merritt's  has  made  a 
report  that  the  enemy  has  penetrated  between 
Sheridan's  main  command  and  your  position — 
this  is  a  portion  of  Pickett's  division.  Let  the 
force  ordered  to  move  out  the  White  Oak  Road 
move  down  the  Boydton  Plank-road  as  promptly 
as  possible." 

The  force  I  sent  under  General  Bartlett  had 
now  been  gone  an  homr,  and  to  recall  it  would 
have  required  two  hours  at  least  for  it  to  reach 
the  Boydton  Flank-road,  and  make  it  too  late 
for  use  before  dark.  My  artillery  had  all  been 
left  on  ihe  Boydton  Flank-road  on  account 
of  the  mud,  which  had  compelled  me  to 
do  so,  and  General  Griffin  haa  left  General 
Pearson  there,  with  three  regiments  of  in&ntry 
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of  General  Bartlett's  brigade  to  siqtport  it.  I, 
therefore,  sent  the  following;  dispatch  to  Gen- 
eral Webb,  at  6.30  p.  m.,  which  explained  what 
I  did; 

"  I  have  ordered  General  Pearson,  with  three 
regiments  that  are  now  on  the  Plank-road,  right 
down  toward  Dinwiddle  C.  H.  I  will  let  Bart- 
lett  work  and  report  result,  as  it  is  too  late  to 
stop  him." 

It  was  then  nearly  dark. 

Having  previously  reconnoitred  the  enemy's 
breastworks  on  the  White  Oak  Road,  I  added 
the  following,  concerning  them,  to  my  dispatch 
of  6.30  p.m.: 

"We  can  see  the  enemy's  breastworks  for 
two  miles  east  along  the  White  Oak  Road*  U 
they  are  well  manned  they  cannot  be  carried.  I 
am  within  two  hundred  yards  of  where  thev 
turn  off  northward  from  the  White  Oak  Road. 

I  then  gave  directions  to  secure  the  position 
we  had  gained  by  intrenching,  and  proceeded, 
with  my  staff,  back  about  two  mues  to  the 
Boydton  Plank-road,  at  which  place  I  could 
communicate  bv  telegraph  with  General  Meade 
during  the  nignt  General  Meade's  headquar- 
ters were  distant  four  and  a  half  miles,  being 
near  where  the  Vaughan  Road  crosses  Hatcher's 
Run.  Greneral  Grant's  were  near  Dabney's  Mill, 
about  four  nules  from  me.  General  Sheridan's 
af  Dinwiddle  C.  H.,  distant  five  and  a  half  miles, 
and  separated  from  me  by  a  stream  not  forda- 
ble  for  infantry  where  it  crossed  the  Boydton 
Plank-road,  and  the  bridge  was  broken  down. 
General  Grant  and  General  Meade  were  about 
ten  miles  from  General  Sheridan. 

At  eight  p.  M.,  I  received  the  following  dis- 
patch from  General  Meade,  written  7.30  p.  x. : 

"Dispatch  from  General  Sheridan  says  he 
was*  forced  back  to  Dinwiddle  C.  H.  by  a  strong 
force  of  cavalry  supported  by  infantry.  This 
leaves  your  rear  and  that  of  the  Second  corps  on 
Boydton  Plank-road  open,  and  will  require  great 
vigilance  on  your  part  If  vou  have  sent  the 
brigade  down  the  Boydton  Plank-road,  it  should 
not  go  farther  than  Gravelly  Run,  as  I  don't 
think  it  wiU  render  any  service  but  to  protect 
your  rear.'* 

Greneral  Pearson  had  been  compelled  to  stop 
at  Gravelly  Run  on  account  of  the  swollen 
stream  and  broken  bridge. 

At  8.20  p.  M.,  I  wrote  to  Gkneral  Webb : 

"  I  sent  General  Bartlett  out  on  the  road  run- 
ning &om  the  White  Oak  Road  and  left  him 
there.  He  is  nearly  down  to  the  crossing  of 
Gravelly  Run.  This  will  prevent  the  enemy 
communicating  by  that  road  to  night  I  have 
about  two  regiments  and  the  artiUery  to  hold 
the  Plank-road  toward  Dinwiddle  C.  H.  It 
seems  to  me  the  enemy  cannot  remain  between 
me  and  Dinwiddle  C.  H.*if  Sheridan  keeps  fight- 
ing them,  and  I  believe  they  wiU  have  to  fall 
back  to  the  Five  Forks!  If  I  have  to  move  to- 
night I  shall  leave  a  good  many  men  who  have 
lost  their  way.  Does  General  Sheridan  still  hold 
Dinwiddie  C.  H.  T" 

At  8.40  p.  M.,1  received,  by  telegraph,  the 


following,  marked  coniide&tial,  from  Ge&eral 

Webb: 

"  The  probability  is  that  we  will  have  to  con- 
tzuct  our  lines  to-night  Tou  will  be  required 
to  hold,  if  possible,  the  Boydton  Plank-road  and 
to  Gravelly  Run — ^Humphreys  and  Ord  along  the 
Run.    Be  prepared  to  do  this  at  short  notice." 

I  r^retted  exceedingly  to  see  this  step  fore- 
shadowed, for  I  feared  it  would  have  the  *'  mo- 
rale" of  giving  a  failure  to  our  whole  move- 
ment, as  similar  orders  had  done  on  previous 
occasions.  It  would,  besides,  relieve  the  enemy 
in  front  of  General  Sheridan  from  the  threatening 
attitude  which  my  position  gave  me,  and  I 
therefore  sent  the  following,  by  telegraph,  at  8.40 
p.  ic,  to  General  Webb : 

''  The  line  alon^  the  Plank-road  is  very  strong. 
One  division,  with  idy  artillery,  I  think,  can 
hold  it,  if  we  are  not  threatened  south  of  Grav- 
elly Run,  east  of  the  Plank-road.  General  Hum- 
phj-eys  and  my  batteries,  I  think,  could  hold 
this  securely,  and  let  tne  move  down  and  aUack 
(he  enemy  at  Dinwiddie  C.  H,  on  one  side,  and 
Sheridan  on  the  other.  On  account  of  Bart- 
lett's  position  they  (the  enemy)  will  have  to 
make  a  considerable  detour  to  reinforce  their 
troops  at  that  point  from  the  north.  Unless 
General  Sheridan  has  been  too  badly  handled,  I 
think  we  have  a  chance  for  an  open  field  fight 
that  should  be  made  use  of.'* 

My  object  was  not  effected  at  once,  for  at 
9.17  p.  M.  I  received  the  following,  by  tekgraph, 
written  by  General  Webb  at  9  p.  m.  : 

"You  will,  by  the  direction  of  the  M^'or- 
General  commanding,  draw  back  at  once  to  your 
position  within  the  Boydton  Plank-road.  Send 
a  division  down  to  Dinwiddie  G.  H.,  to  report  to 
General  Sheridan.  This  division  will  go  down 
the  Boydton  Plank-road.  Send  Griffin's  division. 
General  Humphreys  will  hold  to  Mrs.  Butler's.*^ 

Whereupon  I  issued  the  following  order  to 
my  command,  which  was  sent  out  9.35  p.  m.  : 

**  L  General  Ayres  will  immediately  withdraw 
his  division  back  to  where  it  was  massed  yester- 
day, near  the  Boydton  Plank-road. 

*^IL  General  Crawford  will  foUow  General 
Ayres,  and  mass  his  troops  behind  the  intrench- 
meiits  near  Mrs.  Butler's. 

"  HL  General  Griffin  will  immediately  with- 
draw General  Bartlett  to  his  present  position, 
then  move  back  to  the  Plank-road  and  down  it  to 
Dinwiddie  C.  H.,  and  report  to  Greneral  Sheridan. 

"  IV.  Captain  Horreil,  with  his  escort,  will  re- 
main where  General  Griffin's  headquarters  now 
are  tiU  daybreak,  apd  then  come  back  to  the 
Plank-road,  bringing  in  all  stragglers. 

"  V.  Division  commanders,  in  executing  this 
movement,  which  is  ordered  by  G«naral  Meade, 
will  take  care  to  see  that  none  of  their  pickets, 
or  any  portion  of  the  troops,  are  left  behind. 

"  General  Ayres  and  General  Crawford  will 
have  their  troops  under  arms  at  daybreak,  and 
the  Chief  of  Artillery  will  have  aU  the  batteries 
in  readiness  to  move." 

At  9.50  p.  M.,  I  received,  by  teleg^ph,  the  fol- 
lowing from  General  Webb,  written  9.20  p.  m.  : 
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**  The  diirision  to  be  sent  to  Sheridan  will  start 
at  once.  Ton  are  to  be  held  free  to  act  within 
the  Boydton  Plank-road.  Greneral  Homphreys 
will  hold  to  the  road  and  the  return." 

To  this  I  immediately  replied : 

"  Toor  dispatch  of  9.20  is  just  received.  I 
had  already  sent  out  my  orders,  of  which  I 
send  yoti  a  copy.  Yon  directed  General  Griffin 
to  he  sent  to  General  Sheridan  at  once.  It  will 
take  BO  much  time  to  get  his  command  together 
that  I  withdrew  the  other  divisions  first,  they 
being  unengaged ;  but  this  will  not  retard  Gen- 
end  Griffin.  The  bridge  is  broken  on  the  Plank- 
road,  and  win  take  I  hardly  know  how  long  to 
make  practicable  for  infantry.  I  sent  an  officer 
(Captain  Benyaurd,  Engineer)  to  examine  it  as 
soon  aa  your  first  order  was  received.  He  now 
reports  it  not  passable  for  infantry.  It  requires  a 
span  of  forty  feet  to  complete  the  bridge,  and 
the  stream  is  too  deep  to  lord.  Nevertheless,  I 
will  use  everything  I  can  get  to  make  it  pass- 
able by  the  time  Genertu  Griffin*s  division 
reaches  it" 

6ener«l  Griffin's  division,  in  addition  to  the 
delay  of  assembling  Greneral  Bartlett's  brigade, 
had  to  withdraw  a  picket  line  in  front  of  the 
enemy,  and,  if  it  moved  first,  the  others,  pend- 
ing it,  had  to  relieve  this  picket  line. 

The  bridge  over  Gravelly  Run  we  had  found 
broken  by  me  enemy  on  our  occupation  of  the 
Plank-road  on  the  29th.  As  I  was  required  to 
operate  independently  of  the  cavalry,  and  pro- 
tect my  own  flanks,  it  was  desirable  to  me  (the 
bridge  being  in  my  rear,  as  I  faced  the  *  enemy 
on  the  White  Oak  Road),  that  it  should  remain 
broken.  Even  the  dispatch  of  this  evening 
from  Greneral  Meade,  which  I  received  at  8  p.  m. 
(orcviously  given),  would  have  justified  me  in 
destroying  the  bridge,  had  it  yet  been  standing 
intact  I  had  no  pontoons  with  me  now ;  the 
supply  with  which  I  started  on  the  29th  had 
been  used  in  bridging  Rowanty  Greek  and  the 
Quaker  Road  crossing  of  Gravelly  Run,  and  the 
boats  and  engineers  were  kept  there  for  the 
service  of  the  trains. 

At  10.15  p.  M.,  I  received,  bv  telegraph,  the 
following  dispatch  from  General  Webb,  written 
9.40  p.  M. 

"  Since  your  dispatch  of  8.20  p.  m.,  the  Greneral 
commanding  finds  that  it  is  impossible  for  Bart- 
lett  to  join  Griffin  in  time  to  move  with  imy 
promptitude  down  the  Boydton  Plank-road.  Eje 
therefore  directs  that  you  send  another  good 
brigade  to  join  Griffin,  in  the  place  of  Bartlett*s, 
in  this  movement  Sheridan  was 'attacked  by 
five  brigades  from  Gordon's  corps — three  from 
Pickett's ;  possiblv  by  two  from  Gordon's,  one 
of  them  being  Hoke's  old  brigade." 

This  dispatch  showed  that  mv  previous  one, 
fciving  the  condition  of  the  bridge  at  Gravelly 
Rnn,  had  not  yet  been  received.  I  deemed  it 
would  show,  when  it  was,  that  General  Bartlett 
could  join  General  Griffin  before  the  bridge 
would  be  passable,  and  that  Griffin  could  thus 
reach  Sheridan  as  soon  as  any  one,  and  require 
no  change  in  my  previous  order;  and,  while 
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waiting  the  result  of  the  reception  of  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  state  of  the  crossing  by  Gkneral 
Meade,  I,  at  11.50  p.  u.,  received  the  following 
dispatch  from  him,  written  10  J5  p.  m.  : 

"Send  Griffin*  promptly  as  ordered,  by  the 
Boydton  Plank-road,  and  move  the  balance  of 
your  command  by  the  road  Bartlett  is  on,  and 
strike  the  enemy's  rear,  who  is  between  him 
and  Dinwiddie  0.  U.  General  Sheridan  reports 
his  position  as  north  of  Dinwiddie  C.  H.,  near 
Dr.  Smith's,  the  enemy  holding  the  cross-roads 
at  that  point  Shoula  the  enemy  turn  on  you, 
your  line  of  retreat  will  be  by  J.  M.  Brooks' 
and  R.  Boiseatf^s,  on  the  Boydton  Plank-road. 
(See  one-inch  map.)  You  must  be  very  prompt 
in  this  movement,  and  get  the  forks  of  the  Toid 
at  J.  M.  Brooks'  before  the  enemy,  so  as  to  open 
to  R.  Boiseau's.  The  enemy  wUl  probably  re- 
tire toward  Five  Forks,  that  being  me  direction 
of  their  main  attack  this  day.  Don't  encumber 
yourself  with  anything  that  will  impede  your 
progress  or  prevent  your  moving  in  any  direc- 
tion. Let  me  know  when  Griffin  staxts  and 
when  you  start" 

This  dispatch  also  showed  that  mine,  conoem- 
ing  the  difficulty  of  crossing  Gravelly  Run,  was 
still  not  received.    That  I  did  not  over-estunate  [ 
the  effect  of  this  dispatch,  when  it  should  reachr^ 
General  Meade,  is  proved  by  his  dispatch  write . 
ten  at  11.45  p.  m.     (See  over.)    It  also  showed 
complete  ignorance  of  the  position  of  the  enemy . 
along  "the  road  Bartlett  is  (was)  on,"  for  th» 
enemy  already  held  this  road  on  the  south  sid»    . 
of  Gravelly  Run,  and,  if  not  themselves-at  J,  M*   j 
Brooks',  occupied  our  approach  to  it^   The  con-   ' 
dition  of  affairs  here  is  given  by  Major  Cope,  in 
his  report,  as  foUows : 

"About  five  P.M.  you  directed  me  to  lead 
Bartlett's  brigade,  by  a  directs  road,  if  possible, 
toward  the  sound  of  firing  in  the  direction  of 
Dinwiddie  C.  fl.,  and  attack  the  enemy  in  the 
rear.  I  immediately  reported  to  Genend  Bart- 
lett, who  Lad  his  colmnii  put  in  motion.  The 
left  of  the  corps  rested  in  open  ground.  We 
came  out  from  the  left  Mid  crossed  this  ground 
for  half  a  mile ;  then  we  came  to  a  small  branch 
of  Gravelly  Run  on  the  edge  of  the  timber. 
Here  we  found  a  woo.d-road  that  ran  in  the  right 
direction.  We  followed  it  one  mile  through  the 
wood  over  rolling  ground,  crossing  the  branches 
of  Gravelly  Run.  At  the  south  edge  of  this 
timber,  and  in  open  ground  on  a  hill,  stands 
Dr. 's  house  (a^d  here  our  skirmishers  be- 
came engaged' with  the  enemy's  pickets).  Ilie 
^ound  slopes  from  here  to  Gravelly  Run,  and 
IS  open  all  the  way  down.  The  enemy,  after 
considerable  skirmishing,  were  driven  down  Uie 
slope  and'  across  the  Run  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  from  the  house.  The  house  is  near  a  main 
road  leading  north  from  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  to  the 
main  road.  Gkneral  Bartlett  established  a  line 
of  pickets  along  Gravelly  Run  crossing  this  rqad. 
He  albo  kept  videttes  out  on  his  right  watching 
this  road  and  other  approaches  in  the  rear,  u 
was  much  after  dark  when  he  had  made  the 
proper  disposition '  of  his  troops,  and  then  we    ' 
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began  to  tarn  our  attention  to  the  number  and 
extent  of  the  enemy's  camp  fires.  They  seemed 
to  stretch  for  miles  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Run,  and  we  could  distinotljr  hear  them  chop- 
ping, moving  wagons,  and  taUdng." 

In  addition  to  this,  the  enemy  neld  the  point 
on  the  road  Bartlett  was  on,  where  it  joins  the 
White  Oak  Road,  as  had  been  ascertained  by 
Major  Qentry  of  my  staff,  while  endeavoring  to 
oommonicate  with  General  Bartlett  The  Msjor 
lost  his  orderlv  by  capture,  while  he  narrowly 
escaped  himself. 

It  was  now  one  hour  and  a>half  since  my  or- 
der had  been  sent  withdrawing  ihe  divisions  to 
the  Plank-road,  so  that  I  supposed  they  were  all 
moving  back  toward  the  Flank-road,  along  the 
forest  road,  with  its  single  bridge  across  the 
branch  of  Gravelly  Run,  and  in  the  order  of 
Ajnres,  Crawford,  Griffin,  with  Greneral  Barrett's 
brigade  nearly  rejoined  to  the  latter.  To  pre- 
vent the  confusion  and  delay  that  would  occur 
by  bringing  (General  Griffin  to  the  Plank-road  and 
sendingback  GTeneral  Ayres,  one  of  which  wodd 
have  to  leave  the  road  for  the  other  to  pass,  and 
to  save  the  time  that  would  be  lost  by  each  di- 
vision in  changing  their  relative  places,  I  deter- 
mined to  send  General  Ayres'  division  to  Dinwid- 
dle C.  H.,  instead  of  General  Griffin's,  as  it  greatly 
simplified  and  expedited  the  operation,  and  saved 
the  men's  strength  so  sorely  tried.  It  had,  be- 
sides,  the  effect  to  prevent  the  separation  of 
brigades  from  their  proper  divisions,  and  keep 
each  intact—a  matter  of  importance.  As  quicklv 
as  I  could  write  it,  I  at  eleven  p.  m.  issued  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

**  IsL  General  Ayres,  instead  of  halting  his  com- 
mand, as  directed  in  his  last  order  (see  mine  on 
E.  352),  will  proceed  down  the  Plsuok-road  to 
ittwiddie  G.  H.,  and  report  to  General  Sheridan. 
He  will  send  a  staff  officer  to  report  here  when 
the  head  of  the  column  arrives. 

"  2d  General  Crawford  and  General  Griftn  will 
mass  their  divisions  at  the  point  where  the  order 
reaches  them,  and  report  their  position  by  the 
officer  that  brings  it.  A  change  of  plan  makes 
this  change  of  order  necessary." 

I  note  here,  a  little  out  of  the  order  of  time, 
that  I  did  not  learn  the  position  of  General 
Crawford  and  General  Griffin  till  one  a.m.,  and  so 
difficult  had  it  been  to  get  the  troops  in  motion 
on  this  intensely  dark  and  stormy  night,  that, 
although  this  order  from  me  was  sent  one  hour 
and  a-half  after  the  one  for  them  to  fall  back  to 
the  Plank-road,  yet  it  found  them  still  in  the 
same  position.  It  must  be  remembered  that  our 
troops,  BO  near  the  enemy,  could  not  be  roused 
by  drums  and  bugles  or  loud  commands,  but 
each  order  had  to  be  communicated  from  each 
commander  to  his  subordinate,  from  the  Genend 
till  it  reached  the  non-coQunissioned  officers, 
which  latter  only  could  arouse  each  man  by  a 
ahaking. 

The  obstacles  to  overcome  in  carrying  out  so 
many  orders  in  the  darkness  of  a  stormy,  starless 
night,  when  the  moon  had  set,  deserves  a  state- 
ment of  them  in  detaiL 


The  roads  and  paths  tihe  staff  officers  and  mes- 
sengers would  have  to  take,  were  often  filled 
wim  troops,  and  were  as  bad  as  clayey  soil  at 
the  breaking  up  of  winter  oould  make  them. 
These  routes  were  mostly  shut  in  by  the  ever- 
green forests  throuA^h  which  they  passed,  render- 
ing tibe  night's  darkness  as  profound  as  that  of 
the  deepest  caverns.  The  horse,  exhausted  for 
want  of  fpod  and  wearied  with  life  and-death 
exertions,  carried  his  rider  slowlv  through  the 
mud,  and  staggered  s^d  stumbled  over  the  ob- 
structions. T^e  messenger  disappeared  on  his 
mission  the  instant  he  moved,  and  once  out  of 
call  of  the  voice  could  not  be  stopped,  or  found 
till  he  had  made  the  tour  his  instructions  re- 
quired, and  returned  to  the  place  of  departure. 
On  arriving  at  his  destination,  the  messenger, 
though,  peniaps,  familiar  with  it  in  the  daylight 
just  closed,  could  scarce  recognize  it  in  the  light 
of  the  camp-fires,  which  burned  around  him  on 
every  side,  showing  everything  in  dispropor- 
tioned  and  unreal  forms.  By  these  fires,  the  ex- 
hausted soldiers  slept  heavily,  almost  deaf  to  the 
questions  addressed  to  ascertain  the  locality,  or 
answered  half  in  their  sleep.  The  commanding 
officers,  to  escape  the  noise  of  drivers  urging 
their  struggling  teams  along  the  muddy  roods, 
and  the  straggling  of  men  over  them  as  they 
slept,  were  compeUed,  in  seeking  repose,  to  es- 
tablish their  headquarters  a  httle  way  from  the 
main  routes ;  and  this  alone  many  times  caused 
vexatious  delays  in  setting  orders  to  them. 
Added  to  these  were  the  vicissitudes  of  battle, 
which  .always  left  the  commands  and  detach- 
ments scattered,  more  or  less,  as  the  day  closed, 
and  much  increased  the  difficulties  of  getting  the 
orders  for  a  general  movement  In  the  night, 
sometimes  catising  such  detachments  to  be  left 
entirely  wiiliout  orders,  when  all  the  rest  of 
their  commands  had  moved  away. 

Knowing  sJl  these  things,  every  precaution 
was  used  to  provide  for  them,  but  yet  they  al- 
ways existed. 

la  order  to  comply  with  General  Meade's 
first  order,  I  had  first  to  send  an  officer  to  each 
division.  Then  Major  Cope  was  the  only  per- 
son capable  of  taking  an  order  to  General  Bart- 
lett's  brigade,  and  he  was  sent  I  had  sent 
Major  Gentry  to  ascertain  General  Barrett's 
location;  but  he  taking  the  White  Oak  Road, 
found  the  enemy  holding  the  junction  of  it  witii 
the  one  Gkneral  Bartlett  was  on,  and  failed^  as 
before  stated,  to  find  a  way  to  him.  I  had  tA> 
send  another  officer  for  the  pioneers,  and  go  with 
them  at  once  to  the  crossing  of  Gravelly  Run, 
to  make  the  bridge.  I  had  to  send  another  to 
the  bridge  itself,  to  report  the  condition  of  the 
crossing.  I  had,  with  my  full  complement  of 
staff  omcers,  but  the  following  available,  all  the 
others  being  engaged  in  their  appropriate  de- 
partments: Colonel  Bankhead,  Major  Gentry, 
Major  Cope,  Captain  Benyaurd,  Captain  Wads- 
worth,  and  Captain  Winslow. 

Having,  under  these  circumstances,  made  my 
dispositions  to  execute  one  order  for  a  general 
movement  promptly,  it  is  easy  to  see  what  strait 


DOCUMENTS. 


855 


I  wafl  placed  in  to  conntennaad  tfaoae  orders 
before  the  ofBcers  sent  ont  with  the  first  one 
returned. 

But  to  resnme  the  narration.  After  I  had  sent 
ihe  order  last  qnoted,  I  informed  Qeneral  Meade 
what  I  had  done,  as  follows : 

**  I  issued  my  orders  on  General  Webb's  first 
dispatch^  to  fall  back,  which  made  the  diyisibns 
retire  in  ihe  order  they  conld  most  readily 
move,  viz.:  Avres,  Crawford,  and  GrifSn.  I 
cannot  change  them  to-night  without  producing 
confusion  that  will  render  all  my  operations 
nugatory.  I  wU  now  send  General  Ayres  to 
General  Sheridan,  and  take  General  Grmn  and 
General  Crawford  to  move  against  the  enemy, 
as  this  last  dispatch  directs  1  should.  Other- 
wise I  cannot  accomplish  ^e  apparent  objects 
of  the  orders  I  have  received." 

I  proceeded  to  make  the  necessary  orders  and 
arrangements  to  move  with  the  two  divisions  as 
soon  as  I  could.  The  movement  had  to  be  made 
wi&out  artillery,  or  ambulances,  or  ammunition 
wagons,  and  instructions  had  to  be  ^ven,  in  the 
two  latter  cases,  for  special  provisions.  The 
Chief  of  Artillery  had  to  be  informed,  and  rela- 
tions established  between  him  and  General 
Humj^hreys,  commanding  the  8econd  corps, 
whose  troons  were  required  to  take  my  place 
along  ike  Hank-road. 

At  twenty  minutes  jHist  twelve,  I  received 
the  following  firom  General  Humphreys : 

'^  I  am  directed  to  resume  my  position  of  this 
morning,  &c.,  &c.  At  what  time  do  you  propose 
to  move?  I  propose  to  move  simultaneously 
with  you." 

To  this  I  sent  the  following  reply: 

"  I  have  just  received  your  dispatch,  by  Cap- 
tain Wietar.  Under  the  order  to  withdraw  at 
once  (viz.,  that  received  at  9.17  p.  m.),  I 
thought  we  each  could  do  so  individually  un- 
der cover  of  darkness,  and  so  ordered.  I  have 
since  received  orders  to  attack  the  enemy 
with  two  divisions,  sending  one  down  the 
Plank-road  to  report  to  General  Sheridan.  My 
artillery,  five  four-gun  batteries,  under  General 
Wainwright,  will  remain  on  the  line  of  the 
Flank-ros3.  I  think  the  enemy  that  drove  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  must  withdraw  to-night.  I  had  a 
brigade  on  the  north  road  from  7.  Boiseau's.  I 
have  now  orders  to  move  against  the  force  that 
attacked  Sheridan,  and  shall  send  all  I  have  to 
move  iliere  or  wherever  the  firing  of  battle  near 
us  may  indicate." 

At  one  A.  M.,  I  received  reports  from  my  offi- 
cers who  had  returned  from  carrying  my  order 
of  eleven  p.  m.,  and  learned  the  position  of 
Generals  Crawford  and  Griffin.  At  tiiis  time  I 
received  the  following  dispatch  from  General 
Meade,  written  by  him  at  11.45  p.  h.  : 

''A  dispatch,  partially  transmitted,  is  re- 
ceived, indicating  the  bridge  over  Gravelly 
Run  is  destroyed,  and  time  will  be  required  to 
rebufld  it.  If  this  is  the  case,  would  not  time 
be  gained  by  sending  the  troops  by  the  Quaker 
Road?  Time  is  of  the  utmost  importanoe. 
Sheridan  cannot  maintain  himself  at  Dinwiddle 


witiiout  reinforcements,  and  yours  are  the  only 
ones  that  can  be  sent  Use  every  exertion  to 
g^t  troops  to  him  as  soon  as  possible.  If  nec- 
essary, send  troops  bv  both  roads,  and  give  up 
the  rear  attack.  If  Sheridan  is  not  reinforcea, 
and  compelled  to  fiJl  back,  he  will  retire  by  tiie 
Vaughan  Road." 

On  receiving  this  diraatch,  showing  so  much 
solicitude  for  General  Sheridan's  position,  and 
the  necessity  of  reinforcing  him  directiy,  even 
if  I  had  to  countermand  the  previous  order,  and 
forego  entirely  the  rear  attack,  and  which,  also, 
left  the  question  for  ye  to  determine,  I  felt 
much  anxiet^libout  what  to  do.  The  night  was 
far  advanced.  The  distance  to  Dinwiddie  C.  H. 
by  the  Quaker  Road,  from  tlie  location  of  my 
troops,  was  over  ten  miles.  It  was  impossible 
for  them  to  reach  there  by  that  road  before  eight 
A.  M.  By  that  time  they  could  be  of  no  use  in 
holding  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  In  this  case,  tiie  most 
direct  route  for  the  rear  attack  would  be  down 
the  Plank-road,  where  General  Ayres  was  march- 
ing. This  attack,  too,  would  be  then  t^e  most 
enective,  as  the  whole  corps  would  be  together 
in  making  it,  anci  all  in  '  communication  with 
headquarters  of  General  Grant,  and  through  him 
with  General  Sheridan,  which  might  be  of  great 
importance.  If  General  Sheridan  retired  by  the 
Vaughan  Road,  too,  the  rear  and  right  flank^f 
Grenend  Hmnpikre3r8  would  be  left  exposed,  as 
stated  in  General  Meade's  dispatch,  received  by 
me  at  eight  p.  m.  (already  given  here).  Finally, 
to  send  a  division  aroimd  by  the  Quaker  Road 
was  to  break  my  command  up  in  tnree  pieces, 
and,  if  it  had  been  done,  it  is  doubtful  if  the 
success  of  the  first  of  Apiil  would  have  been 
gained,  as  the  men  tlius  sent  would  have  been 
too  exhausted  to  reach  the  Five  Forks  that  day. 

I  therefore  determined  tiiat  it  was  best  to 
abide  the  movements  already  begun,  and  keep 
the  two  divisions,  Griffin's  and  Crawford's,  where 
they  were,  till  I  could  hear  that  Gtoeral  Ayres 
certainly  had  reinforced  Grenerat  ^eridan.  The 
men  of  the  two  divisions  were  gaining,  while 
waiting  ^s  result,  a  little  of  that  rest  they  stood 
so  mucti  in  need  of,  on  this  their  fourth  night 
of  almost  continual  deprivation  of  it,  and  we 
had  but  a  short  distance  to  move  before  reach- 
ingthe  enemy,  near  J.  Boiseau's. 

Having  determined  this,  at  one  p.  x.  I  wrote 
the  following  dispatch  to  General  Meade : 

"  I  think  we  will  have  an  infantry  bridge  over 
GraveUy  R\m  sooner  than  I  could  send  troops 
around  by  the  Quaker  Road.  But  if  I  find  any 
failure,  I  will  send  that  way.  I  have  sent  Cap- 
tain Benyaurd  (two  hours  ago)  with  what  he 
thought  was  necessary  to  miake  it  practicable 
in  one  hour,  and  trust  to  that.  I  am  sending  to 
General  Sheridan  my  most  available  force." 

At  2.5  A.  M.,  I  learned  the  following,  which  I 
sent  General  Webb : 

"  The  bridge  over  Gravelly  Run  Captain  Ben- 
yaurd reports  now  practicable  for  inrantry,  and 
General  Ayres  advancing  across  it  toward  Din- 
widdie C.  H.  I  have  given  General  Ayres  or- 
ders to  report  to  General  Sheridan." 
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At  4.30  A.  M.  I  reoeived  infonnation  that  Gen- 
era^  Ayres  had  communicated  with  Qeneral 
Sheridan,  and,  while  I  was  just  motinting  to  join 
Generals  Griffin  and  Crawford,  to  move  across 
the  country  against  the  enemy  at  J.  Boisean's, 
I  received  the  following  from  General  Sheridan, 
at  4.50  A.  M.,  which  is  published  with  his  report, 
and  there  stated  to  be  written  at  three  a.  m. 

^  I  am  holding  in  front  of  Dinwiddle  G.  H.,  on 
the  road  leading  to  Five  Forks,  for  three-quar- 
ters of  a  mile,  with  General  Custer's  division. 
The  enemy  are  in  his  immediate  front,  lying  so 
as  to  cover  the  road  jui^  this  side  of  the  Adams' 
House,  which  leads  out  across  Chamberlain's 
bed  or  run,  I  tmderstand  you  have  a  division 
at  J.  Boiseau's ;  if  so,  you  are  in  rear  of  the 
enemy's  line  and  almost  on  his  flank.  I  will 
hold  on  here.  Possibly  they  may  attack  Custer 
at  dav-light ;  if  so,  have  this  division  attack  in- 
stantly and  in  full  force.  Attack  at  daylight 
any  wa^,  and  I  will  make  an  effort  to  eet  the 
road  this  side  of  Adams'  House,  and  if  I  ao,  you 
can  capture  the  whole  of  them.  Any  force 
moving  down  the  road  I  am  holdings  or  on  the 
White  Oak  Road,  will  be  in  the  enemy's  rear, 
anid  in  all  probabUibr  get  any  force  that  may  es- 
cape you  by  a  flank  attack.  Do  not  fear  my 
leaving  here.  K  the  enemy  remain  I  shall  fight 
at  dayUght" 

This  suppositiotis  state  of  afiairs  given  above 
promised  most  brilliant  results,  if  true ;  but  it 
was  not  The  enemy  occupied  the  position  at 
J.  Boiseau's  on  the  preceding  night,  and  instead 
of  my  having  a  division  there,  the  nearest  to  it  I 
had  was  Bartlett  s  brigade,  about  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  north  of  Gravellv  Run,  the  crossing  of 
which  the  enemy  guarded.  Even  this  brigade 
of  mine  I  had  to  withdraw,  by  General  Meade's 
order,  at  9.35  p.  m.  I  fully  expected,  if  the  enemy 
had  not  retreated,  to  have  to  fight  a  i)attle  in 
order  to  get  across  Gravelly  Run,  near  to  J. 
Boiseau's;  and,  if  the  enemy  had  designed  to 
stay,  we  undoubtedly  must  have  done  so.  I  so 
anticipated  in  my  instructions  to  General  Griffin. 

About  five  A.  x.  General  Griffin  left  his  posi- 
tion near  the  enemy  on  the  White  Oak  Road,  and 
moved  directly  and  rapidly  across  the  country 
to  Crumps.  He  found  the  enemy  hsA  left  the 
crossing  of  the  Run  open,  and  he  moved  on  to 
J.  Boiseau's,  meeting  at  the  forks  of  the  road  our 
cavalry,  under  General  Devin.  At  this  point 
General  Griffin  reported  to  (xeneral  Sheridan,  as 
1  had  directed,  should  such  a  state  of  afiEsiirs  as 
was  found  be  developed. 

I  remained  with  (General  Crawford's  division, 
which  we  formed  to  retire  in  line  of  battle  to 
meet  the  enemy,  should  he  pursue  us  from  his 
breastworks,  as  I  confidently  expected  he  would 
as  soon  as  he  discovered  our  movements.*    I 


*  Itio  nofflect  of  the  enemy  to  foDow  np  General  Crawford's 
diylslOQ  M  oe  withdrew  is  fliill  InexpUcable  to  me :  for  had 
they  done  so,  General  Lee  would  have  been  early  inrormed  of 
the  movement  of  oar  infantry  against  his  detached  force  at 
Fire  Forks,  and  either  have  reinforced  them  or  warned  them 
to  withdraw,  and  the  disaster  to  them  which  resulted  might 
hare  not  occurred.  It  scorns  to  me  an  oversight  not  to  have 
1>een  eipeoted  ttom  oar  prerioos  experienoe. 


also  deployed  mv  escort  to  retire  toward  the 
Plank-road,  to  take  back  any  men  or  supplies 
which  might  be  coming  to  that  point  through 
ignorance  of  the  changes  that  had  been  made  in 
the  night  General  Griffin's  march  having  been 
unobstructed,  I  did  not  reach  him  till  he  had  met 
our  cav^ry.  I  then  ascertained,  too,  that  Gen- 
erabl  Ayres'  division  was  massed  about  half  a 
mile  south  of  us,  near  J.  M.  Brooks's. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  General  Ayres  be- 
gan to  move  back  fron^  the  White  Oak  Road  by 
an  order  from  me,  sent  at  9.35  p.  m,  March  31, 
which  was  written  on  the  first  intimation  I  re- 
ceived to  send  troops  to  General  Sheridan.  No 
orders  stopped  him,  nor  did  anything  delay  him 
but  physical  obstacles — such  as  the  daxkness, 
bad  roads,  and  broken  bridge.  I  will  now  quote 
&om  his  report  the  result : 

"  The  division  was  ordered  to  move  down  the 
Boydton  Pike  during  the  night  of  March  31,  and 
report  to  (reneral  Sheridan  at  Dinwiddle  C.  H. 
Before  arriving  there  it  was  met  by  a  stafi  officer 
of  General  Sheridan,  with  instructions  to  turn  off 
on  a  road  leading  west  into  a  road  leading  from 
Dinwiddle  C.  H.  to  the  White  Oak  Road"  («.  e., 
from  R.  Boiseau's  to  J.  M.  Brooks'),  ^  and  oome 
upon  the  left  and  rear  of  the  enemv,  who  was 
facing  General  Sheridan's  commana  near  Din- 
widdle. As  we  approached,  just  after  dcn/Ughi, 
the  enemy  hastily  decamped." 

This  actual  trial  disposes  of  the  question  of 
the  ability  of  my  troops  to  reach  General  Sher- 
idan by  midnight,  it  took  General  Ayres  tiU 
daybreak. 

It  may  be  said,  in  support  of  the  expectations, 
that  the  state  of  the  bridge  and  stream  were  not 
known  when  the  expectations  were  formed ;  but 
they  should  have  been.  The  route  was  used  for 
communications  between  General  Grant  and 
Greneral  Sheridan  the  two  preceding  days.  But 
even  if  not  known  then,  they  certainly  were 
when  General  Sheridan  wrote  his  report  and 
General  Grant  authorized  its  publication ;  and  it 
was  but  manly  and  just  to  have  then  corrected 
any  unfavorable  impression  his  lack  of  knowl- 
edge at  the  time  may  have  caused  him  to  take 
up  concerning  me. 

But,  let  us  suppose  the  two  divisions  that 
General  Grant  directed  to  be  moved  by  J.  Boi- 
seau's, were  expected  to  reach  General  Sheridan 
by  midnight  The  order  which  I  received  was 
written  by  General  Meade  10.15  p.  m.,  five  min- 
utes after  General  Grant's  to  General  Sheridan. 
It  reached  me  10.50  p.  m.,  thirty-five  minutes 
after  hems  written.  Supposing  all  possible  dis- 
patch used,  twenty  minutes  at  least  would  be 
required  for  me  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments ;  twenfy  more  minutes  would  be  required 
to  carry  my  order  to  the  divisions ;  twenty  more 
minutes  for  them  to  transmit  them  to  the  bri- 
gades ;  and /orfy  minutes,  at  least,  for  the  troops 
to  get  ready  to  move ;  for  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  no  bugles  or  drum  could  be  used  to 
sound  calls  or  arouse  the  men.  No  Greneral 
could  make  plans  based  on  greater  rapidi^'  of 
execution  than  here  allowed,  and  our  experience 
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rarely  realised  it  on  the  most  favorable  ocoar 
flions,  ivhile  this  was  one  of  the  least  so.  Sum- 
ming up  these  intervals  of  time,  we  have  two 
hours  to  add  to  the  time  of  General  Grant's 
writing  to  General  Sheridan.  I  venture  to  say  it 
t)ok  nearly  thiu  time  for  the  note  itself  to  reach 
General  Sheridan.  Adding  these  two  hours, 
would  make  it  at  least  twelve  o'clock  before  my 
two  divisions  could  move.  They  Ihen  had  four 
miles  to  traverse,  taking  the  White  Oak  Road, 
before  reaching  the  crossing  of  Gravelly  Run, 
which  would  occupy  till  two  a.  x.  They  had 
then  to  cross  the  stream  and  strike  the  rear  of 
the  enemy  opposed  to  General  Sheridan,  enu- 
merated by  him  as  follows : 

**  The  opposing  forces  was  Pickett's  division, 
Wise's  independent  brigade  of  infantry,  and 
Fitz  Hugh  Lee's,  Rossers ,  and  W.  H.  Lee's  cav- 
alry commands.  This  force  is  too  strong  for 
ns." 

To  join  General  Sheridan  by  midnight,  on  this 
route^  1  finally  had  to  capture  or  destroy  what- 
ever of  this  force  was  between  me  and  General 
Sheridan.  Any  expectations  more  imreasonable 
could  not  have  been  formed,  nor  would  I  attrib- 
ute them  to  any  one  not  wholly  ignorant  of  the 
true  state  of  the  case. 

In  regard  to  intercepting  the  enemy,  the  facts 
show  it  was  impossible  under  the  circumstances. 
I  learned  from  deserters  that  they  had  be- 
gun to  move  toward  Five  Forks  as  early  as 
ten  p.  M.  the  night  before,  believing  their  posi- 
tion would  be  untenable  the  next  morning. 
Tliey  had  consequently  withdrawn  in  the  night, 
carrying  off  their  wounded  and  leaving  only  a 
cavalry  picket  in  General  Sheridan's  front, 
which,  as  General  Ayres  says,  "hastiW  de- 
camped "  as  he  approached  at  daylight  It  will 
be  seen  by  a  dispatch  of  General  Meade  to  Gen- 
eral Grant,  dated  six  a.  x.  (given  hereafter), 
that  General  Sheridan  must  have  been  aware  of 
&Lb  withdrawal  of  the  enemy  early  in  the 
night. 

while  awaiting  with  General  Griffin  for  in- 
stnictions  from  General  Sheridan,  who  had  ad- 
vanced with  the  cavalry  toward  Five  Forks,  I 
received,  about  9.30  a.  x.,  the  following  order, 
written  by  General  Webb  at  six  a.  x. : 

^  General  Meade  directs  that,  in  the  move- 
ments following  your  junction  with  General  Sher- 
idan, you  will  be  under  his  orders,  and  will 
report  to  him.  Please  send  a  report  of  pro- 
gress." 

I  sent  the  report  of  progress  requested, 
which  was  in  accordance  with  the  facts  herein> 
before  given. 

To  show  how  General  Meade  was  led  to  send 
me  this  order,  I  will  give  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
from  him  to  General  Grant,  written  at  six  a.  x., 
April  1,  an  official  copy  of  which  was  furnished 
me: 

**The  officer  sent  to  General  Sheridan,  re- 
tamed  between  two  and  three  a.  x.,  without 
any  written  communication,  but  giving  General 
Sheridan's  opinion  that  the  enemy  were  retiring 
from  his   front;    The  absenoe   of  firing  this 


morning  wnuld  seem  to  confirm  this.  I  was 
asleep  at  the  time  this  officer  returned,  and  did 
not  get  the  information  till  just  now.  Should 
this  prove  true,  Warren  will  be  at  or  near  Din- 
widdie  soon,  with  his  whole  corps,  and  will 
require  further  orders." 

This  dispatch  also  shows  an  important  cir- 
cumstance that  affects  the  question  of  my 
ability  to  intercept  the  enemy.  The  officer  that 
brought  Greneral  Meade  this  information  from 
General  Sheridan,  '^  between  two  and  three  a. 
X.,"  could  not  have  left  General  Sheridan  less 
tl^  two  hours  previous,  the  distance  being 
about  ten  miles  over  the  worst  possible  roads ; 
so  that  General  Sheridan  thought  the  enemy 
was  retiring  as  earlv,  at  least,  as  between 
twelve  ana  one,  and  the  information  could 
scarce  have  reached  General  Sheridan,  from  his 
picket  line,  in  less  than  one  hour's  time,  so  that 
the  enemy's  movements  in  retiring  must  have 
become  apparent  as  early,  at  least,  as  between 
eleven  and  twelve.  This  confirms  the  reports 
deserters,  in  the  morning,  gave  me,  and  which 
the  completeness  of  the  withdrawal  sustains. 
Thus,  at  the  very  time  of  the  night  that  General 
Sheridan  thought  the  enemy  retreating,  I  was 
impressed,  by  repeated  dispatches  from  General 
Meade,  that  General  Sheridan  could  not  hold  on 
without  reinforcements,  and  I  acted  under  that 
authority  and  belief. 

The  order  from  Greneral  Meade  placing  me 
under  General  Sheridan's  orders,  however,  was 
not  necessary  for  that  purpose,  as  I  should  have 
obeyed  any  orders  General  Sheridan  might  give 
me,  recognizing  him  as  my  superior  army  com- 
mander. 

BATTLE  OF  VIVB  TOBKB. 

When  I  met  General  S..  at  about  eleven  a.  x., 
his  manner  was  cordial  and  friendly.  I  had  never 
served  with  him  before. 
After  talking  with  General  Sheridan  a  short  time, 
at  the  place  I  found  him,  while  he  was  occasionally 
receiving  reports  from  his  cavalry,  he  mounted 
and  rode  off  to  the  front  At  one  p.  x.  an  officer 
brought  to  me  an  order  to  bring  up  the  infantry. 
I  at  once  dispatched  Colonel  (now  Brigadier- 
Greneral)  Bankhead  to  give  the  orders  to  the 
division  commanders  to  bring  up  their  com- 
mands, specifying  the  order  which  I  thought 
they  could  most  rapidly  move  in.  I  then  went 
up  the  Five  Forks  Road  in  advance  of  the  infan- 
try, to  see  General  Sheridan,  and  to  inform  my- 
self of  the  use  to  be  made  of  my  troops,  so  that 
no  time  would  be  lost  on  their  arrivaL  General 
S.  explained  to  me  the  state  of  affairs,  and  what 
his  plan  was  for  me  to  do.  This  I  entered  upon 
most  cordially.  General  8.  had  placed  an  officer 
back  on  the  road  to  mark  the  point  where  my 
command  was  to  turn  off.  I  then  rode  back  to 
the  point  indicated,  turned  up  the  road  which 
led  by  GraveUy  Run  Church,  and  examined  the 
gpround,  and  employed  my  escort,  which  had  by 
this  time  rejoined  me,  to  picket  the  front  I  was 
to  take  up,  so  as  to  prevent  the  enemy  discov- 
ering the  presence  of  my  infantiy. 
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(General  Sheridan's  order  was  to  fonn  the 
whole  corps  before  adTancingi  so  that  all  of  it 
should  move  simultaneously.  He  especially 
stated  that  the  formation  was  to  be  oblique  to 
the  road,  with  the  right  advanced)  with  two 
divisions  in  front,  and  me  third  in  reserve  behind 
the  right  division.  The  number  of  lines  and 
consequent  extent  of  front,  he  left  me  to  decide. 
Upon  examination,  I  determined  on  an  equivii- 
lent  of  three  lines  of  battle  for  each  of  the  front 
divisions,  arranged  as  follows:  Each  division 
was  to  place  two  brigades  in  front,  each  bri- 
gade in  two  lines  of  battle,  and  the  third  brigade 
in  two  lines  of  battle  behind  the  centre  of  the 
two  front  lines.  The  third  division  to  be  posted 
in  column  of  battalions  in  mass  behind  the 
right  To  Oenend  Ayres  I  assigned  my  left. 
General  Oawford  my  right,  and  Qeneral  Griffin 
my  reserve  behind  the  right  In  moving,  they 
were  instructed  to  keep  close  to  the  left,  and  to 
preserve  their  direction  in  the  woods,  by  keep- 
ing the  sun,  then  shining  brightly,  in  the  same 
position  over  their  left  shoulders. 

General  Ayres  placed  the  Maryland  brigade 
on  his  left,  .in  two  lines,  and  Greneral  Gwin's 
brigade  on  his  right;   this  last  brigade  was 


formed  in  Hiree  lines  instead  of  two,  as  tiie 
regiments  could  not  be  so  well  disposed  in  two 
lines.  General  Winthrop's  bri^bde.  General 
Ayres  formed  as  his  reserve.  General  Craw- 
ford  formed  his  lines  so  as  to  place  Colonel 
Kellogg's  brigade  on  his  left,  Greneral  Baxter's 
brigade  on  his  right,  and  General  Coulter's 
brigade  as  his  reserve. 

The  length  of  the  front  we  occupied  was 
about  a  thousand  yards.  The  casualties  of  the 
three  preceding  days,  together  with  the  loss  of 
those  who  had  given  out  from  weariness,  or 
were  absent  on  detached  duly,  had  probably 
reduced  our  effective  force  at  least  a  thousand 
men  in  each  division  below  that  with  which  we 
set  out  on  the  twenty-eighth,  so  that  we  had  then 
present  about  twelve  thousand  men. 

While  the  troops  were  forming,  I  prepared 
the  accompanying  sketch,  witii  explanations,  for 
each  division  commander,  and  directed  them, 
as  far  as  time  would  permit,  to  explain  it  to  the 
brigade  commanders : 

«Aprai,8P  M. 

'*  The  following  is  the  movement  now  about 
to  be  executed : 


-JL 


mekenzieKI^ 


"  The  line  will  move  forward  as  formed  till  it 
reaches  the  White  Oak  Road,  when  it  will  swing 
round  to  the  left,  perpendicular  to  the  White 
Oak  Road.  General  Merritt's  and  General  Cus- 
ter's cavs^  will  charge  the  enemy's  line  as 
soon  as  the  infantry  get  engaged.  The  cavalry 
is  on  the  left  of  the  infant^  except  McKenzie's, 
which  is  moving  up  the  White  Oak  Road  from 
the  right" 

General  Griffin,  in  his  report,  says  the  formfik 
tion  prior  to  the  attack  was  as  follows : 

"  The  First  division  on  the  right  flank  formed 
in  three  lines,  with  one  brigade  on  the  right  en 
ec?ieUm" 

I  supplied  Greneral  Griffin  with  the  same 
sketeh  and  plan  of  operations  as  I  had  Greneral 
Ayres  and  General  Crawford,  in  which  I  thought 
I  indicated  General  Griffin's  position  in  rear  of 
the  right  But  the  necessity  for  him  te  protect 
his  own  flank,  and  the  wedge-like  Bhape  of 
the  formation,  as  a  whole,  led  General  Grimn  to 
k'egard  his  division  as  on  the  right 


General  Sheridan  says,  in  his  report,  that  he 
directed  "  one  division  to  be  formed  in  reserve 
opposite  the  centre."  This  is  a  mistake;  his 
order  was  to  form  it  in  rear  of  the  right  The 
line  was  to  be  formed  **  obliquely  to  and  at  a 
point  a  short  ^stance  from  the  Whito  Oak 
Road;"'*^  this  threw  the  right  in  the  advance, 
and,  it  was  supposed  by  him,  would  strike  the 
enemy  first  and  need  the  support 

During  tiie  formation  of  my  troops,  I  used  all 
the  exertions  possible  to  hasten  &eir  arrival, 
and  everything  was  so  prepared  for  them,  that 
they  marched  at  once  to  their  assigned  position 
without  a  halt 

General  Sheridan  expressed  to  me  his  appre- 
hension that  our  cavalry,  which  continuea  to 
fire  on  the  enemy,  would  use  up  all  their  ammu- 
nition before  my  troops  would  be  ready.  I  in- 
formed him  that  they  would  not  all  be  in  posi- 
lion  before  four  p.  m.,  but  that  I  was  reaay  to 

•  Bee  SiMridMi*!  Beport 
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moYo  at  onoe  with  wfastever  whb  at  hand,  if  he 
directed,  and  let  Hie  rest  follow ;  but  he  did  not 
Hie  impatience  was  no  greater,  apparently^  than 
I  felt  myself,  and  which  I  stroTe  to  repress  and 
prevent  any  exhibition  of,  as  it  would  but  tend 
to  impair  confidence  in  the  proposed  operations. 
When  everything  posaible  is  bein^  done,  it  is 
important  to  have  the  men  think  it  is  all  that 
BQoceea  requires,  if  their  confidence  is  to  be  re- 
tained. 

Against  Qeneral  Sheridan's  most  ungenerous 
statement,  that  I  gave  him  the  impression  that 
I  wanted  the  sun  to  go  down,  I  simply  place  my 
denial,  and  trust  that  my  whole  conduct  in  life, 
and  especially  in  this  war,  sustains  me  in  it 
The  son  did  not  set  until  two  hours  and  a  half 
after  the  formation  was  completed. 

in  proof  of  the  efforts  1  made  to  get  the  troops 
in  position,  and  the  rapiditv  with  which  they 
did  move,  I  present  the  following  <M)mmunica- 
tions  &om  Brevet  Brigadier-G^eral  Bankhead, 
of  my  staff;  Brevet  Major-Gkneral  Crawford, 
commanding  Third  division ;  Brevet  Major-Gen- 
eral GrifiBn,  commanding  First  division ;  Brevet 
Major-General  Ayres,  Second  division. 

General  Bankhead  writes  me,  under  date  of 
June  twenty-seventh : 

'^Sib:  In  reply  to  vour  letter  of  the  seven- 
teenth inst,  received  the  twenty-fifth,  I  have 
the  honor  to  state  that  I  was  with  you  April 
first,  at  the  time  you  received  some  instructions 
from  General  Sheridan,  through  one  of  hie  staff 
officers.  As  to  the  nature  of  the  orders  I  am 
not  aware,  further  than  that  you  immediately 
turned  to  me,  and  directed  me  '  to  bring  up  the 
corps  at  once  along  the  road  we  were  at  the 
time,  and  that  you  would  meet  the  column  your- 
self ;  that  the  divisions  would  march  in  the  fol- 
lowing order,  viz.,  Third,  First,  Second.*  I  im- 
mediately galloped  back,  and  gave  the  orders, 
in  person,  to  Generals  GrifiEm  and  Crawford.  As 
I  was  directed  to  see  the  head  of  the  column 
was  started  on  the  right  road,  I  sent  the  order 
to  General  Ayres^  commanding  Second  division 
(who  was  further  off  to  the  right),  by  one  of 
yonr  Aids,  either  Major  Cope  or  Captain  Wads- 
worth. 

^  The  orders  were  obeyed  promptly,  and  the 
troops  moved  out  as  expeditiously  as  the  nature 
of  the  road  and  the  crowded  state  it  was  in  (be- 
ing blocked  up  with  led  cavahy  horses)  would 
admit.  Every  exertion  appeared  to  be  made  by 
General  Crawford,  who  haa  the  advance,  to  keep 
ti>e  road  dear  for  the  infantry  to  pass.  I  re- 
mained with  the  head  of  the  column  until  within 
a  short  distance  of  the  nlace  it  was  halted  and 
placed  in  position  to  make  the  attack. 

**  (Signed)  H.  C.  BANKHSAn, 

•'  Br«yei  ColoiMl  AwtaUnt  loapector-GeneroL'^ 

The  following  is  from  General  Crawford,  dated 
July  seventeenth : 

**  Gbioeral  :  In  reply  to  your  communication 
of  June  seventeenth,  asklDg  if  my  division  did 
not  move,  with  all  practicable  dispateh,  in  form- 
ing prior  to  our  attack  on  the  enemy  at  the  bat- 


tle of  Five  Forks,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that 
the  troops  under  my  command  moved  at  once, . 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  order,  and  that,  in  my 
opinion,  no  unnecessary  time  was  lost  from  that 
time  till  they  were  formed  as  you  directed. 
"  (Signed)  .  S.  W.  Crawford, 

'*  Brevet  M^Jor-Genend. ' ' 

The  following  is  from  General  Griffin,  dated 
June  twenty-sirai : 

"General:  In  reply  to  your  communication 
of  the  seventeenth  instant,  in  reference  to  the 
movement  of  the  First  division  just  prior  to  the 
battle  of  Five  Forks,  April  first,  1866, 1  have  to 
state  I  was  in  command  of  that  division  on  that 
day,  and  about  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  received, 
through  Colonel  Bankhead,  Corps  Inspector,  au 
order  to  move  down  the  road  leading  northward 
with  all  possible  dispateh,  as  the  cavalry  and 
infantry  were  to  attack  the  enemy  at  once.  I 
moved  my  troops  as  promptly  as  I  could,  and  on 
arriving  near  the  nlace  where  the  corps  was 
formed  for  the  attack,  was  met  by  yourself.  You 
immediately  pointed  out  the  ground  that  my 
troops  were  to  form  on,  remarking,  in  substance, 
that  you  wished  me  to  be  as  expeditious  as  pos- 
sible. The  order  was  executed  at  once,  and  I 
then  reported  in  person  to  you.  In  mv  opimon, 
the  division  was  formed  without  any  halting  or 
unnecessaiT  delay. 

"(Signed)  Charles  Griffik, 

The  following  is  from  Gkneral  Ayres,  dated 
June  twenty-fomrth : 

'^I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yours  of  the  seventeenth  inst.  last  evening, 
asking  an  official  statement  concerning  the  move- 
ment of  the  Fifth  corps  on  the  first  of  April, 
from  the  position  where  it  was  massed  to  that 
where  the  lines  of  battle  were  formed  previous 
to  that  attack.  I  do  not  know  at  what  time  the 
order  was  given  to  commence  the  movement  I 
was  ordered  to  follow  the  First  division.  This 
was  done,  and  my  division  was  kept  well  closed 
up  on  the  troops  in  front.  On  arriving  near  the 
position  where  the  lines  were  forming,  you  re- 
quested me  to  form  my  froops  as  expediUouslv 
as  possible,  as  General  Sheridan  desired  to  attack 
the  enemy  immediately.  .Once  aeain,  during  the 
formation,  you  desired  me  to  be,  expeditious. 
My  division,  being  a  very  small  one,  was  soon 
formed,  whereupon  I  reported  to  you  that  I  was 
ready.  The  order  was  then  given,  and  the  troops 
moved  at  once  to  the  attack. 

"(Signed)  R.  B.  Ayres, 

«  Breyct  MiOor-Oeneral." 

My  record  on  this  point  could  not  be  better 
or  more  complete. 

In  view  of  this  testimony,  it  is  further  appar- 
ent that  General  Sheridan  had  left  dut  of  hie 
calculations  the  necessary  time  to  make  the 
formation  he  directed,  and  that,  in  his  own  opin- 
ion, his  plan  was  endangered  thereby. 

The  propriety  of  an  army  all  moving  at  onoe 
pre-supposes,  in  order  that  the  Genenu  who  so 
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employs  it  should  be  entitled  to  the  credit  of  the 
•resalto  obtained,  .that  he  should  have  his  infor- 
mation BO  exact  that  the  mass  falls  directly  npon 
a  vulnerable  and  vital  point  of  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion. If  there  thould  be  a  mistake  in  this,  the 
chief  merit  belongs  to  those  exertions  and  ar- 
rangements by  which  the  mistake  is  corrected, 
or  in  the  new  dispositions  which  the  occasion 
demands  as  requisite  and  which  may  be  prao- 
ticable.  But  General  Sheridan's  calculation,  as 
to  the  position  of  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy's 
line,  was  faulty,  and  to  a  very  serious  extent, 
considering  that  he  had  placed  all  the  troops  in 
position  for  the  move.  The  changes  we  had  to 
make  afterward  required  the  greatest  exertion 
of  myself  and  sten',  when  everything  was  in 
motion,  and  in  woods  of  the  difiScult  nature  usu- 
allv  found  in  Virginia,  no  one  of  the  command 
being  at  all  acquainted  with  the  ground  over 
which  we  were  moving. 

After  the  forward  movement  began,  a  few 
minutes  brought  us  to  the  White  (kk  Road, 
distant  about  a  thousand  vards.  There  we  founa 
the  advance  of  General  McKenzie's  cavalry, 
which,  coming  up  the  White  Oak  Road,  had  ar- 
rived there  just  before  us.^  This  showed  us,  for 
the  first  time,  that  we  were  too  far  to  our  right 
of  the  enemy's  left  flank.  General  Ayres'  right 
crossed  the  road  in  the  open  field,  and  his  divis- 
ion commenced  changing  front  at  once,  so  as  to 
bring  his  line  on  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy^s 

Sosition.  Fortunately  for  us,  the  enemy's  left 
ank  so  rested  in  the  woods  that  he  could  not 
fire  at  us  as  we  crossed  this  open  field,  and  the 
part  of  it  that  faced  us  formed  a  very  short  line. 
This  Creneral  Ayres  attacked  at  once,  the  firing 
being  heavy,  but  less  than  usually  destructive, 
on  account  of  the  thick  woods.  The  rapid 
change  of  front  by  General  Ayres  caused  his 
right  flank,  at  first,  to  get  in  advance  of  General 
Crawfoid,  owing  to  the  greater  distance  the  lat- 
ter had  to  move,  and  exposed  it  to  be  taken  in 
flank  by  the  enemy.  Orders  were  sent  by  me  to 
General  Crawford  to  oblique  his  division  to  the 
left  and  close  up  this  interval. 

As  soon  as  I  had  found  the  enemy's  left  flank, 
orders  were  sent  to  General  Griffin,  by  several 
staff  officers,  to  move  also  obliquely  to  the  left, 
and  come  in  to  the  support  of  General  Ayres. 
But  as  Griffin's  division  was  moving  out  of  sight 
in  the  woods,  the  order  only  reached  him  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  place  marked  "  Chimneys" 
on  the  map.  While  giving  orders  thus,  I  did 
not  think  it  proper  to  leave  my  place  in  the 
open  field,  because  it  was  one  where  my  staff 
omcers,  sent  to  different  parts  of  the  command, 
could  immediately  find  me  on  their  return,  and 
thus  I  could  get  information  from  all  points  at 
once,  and  utilize  the  many  eyes  of  my  staff  and 
thoito  of  my  subordinate  commanders,  instead  of 
going  to%ome  special  point  myself,  and  neglect 
all  others. 

The  time  had  not  arrived,  in  my  judgment,  for 
me  to  do  that  It  may  be  that  at  this  time  it 
was  that  General  Sheridan  thought  I  did  not 
exert  myself  to  inspire  confidence  m  the  troops 


that  broke  under  a  not  very  severe  fire.  There 
was  no  necessity  for  my  personal  presenoe  for 
sudi  purpose  reported  from  any  part  of  the 
field. 

The  time  which  elapsed  before  hearing  from 
General  Crawford  or  General  Griffin  oonviooed 
me  they  must  have  passed  on  beyond  tihe  right 
of  General  Ayres.  Leaving  sufficient  means  to 
send  any  important  information  after  me,  I  then 
rode  rapidly  to  the  right,  near  the  Chimneys, 
and  was  received  with  a  considerable  fire  from 
the  enemy  across  the  open  fields  As  I  afterward 
learned,  tiie  fire  from  this  position  of  the  en^ny 
occasioned  some  unsteadiness  in  General  Avrea' 
right,  and  also  caused  the  left  of  General  draw- 
ford  to  oblique  to  the  right,  so  as  to  keep  the 
Erotectiou  of  the  ridge-  and  trees.  I  remained 
ere  till  Greneral  Griffin  arrived  with  his  division, 
when  I  directed  him  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the 
right  of  General  Ayres,  and  this  he  proceeded 
to  do.  I  then  rode  back  to  General  Ayres'  posi- 
tion, and  found  that  he  had  captured  the  enemy's 
extreme  left,  and  some  thousand  prisoners.  This 
information  I  sent  to  General  Griffin,  and  then 
rode  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  direct  General 
Crawford,  as  circumstances  might  require. 

Before  proceeding  further,  I  will  give  quota- 
tions from  Major  Cope's  report  relating  to  the 
preceding : 

'ITou  sent  me  to  General  Griffin  with  an  order 
to  bring  his  division  toward  the  White  Oak 
Road,  by  the  flank,  in  order  to  be  in  better  sup- 
porting distance  of  the  second  division.  Also  t6 
inform  General  Crawford  that  he  was  going 
somewhat  too  far  to  the  riffht  I  found  Generals 
Griffin  and  Oawford  to  uie  right  of  the  Chim- 
neys, and  gave  them  your  orders.  At  this  time 
the  enemy  had  a  line  of  skirmishers  running  from 
the  left  of  their  line  of  works,  by  the  Sidney 
House,  toward  Hatcher's  Run.  Ton  came  to 
where  General  Griffin  was,  and  then  returned  to 
the  White  Oak  Road,  whore  I  joined  you  a  few 
minutes  after.  The  part  of  tiie  enemy's  line 
where  you  were  had  been  carried  by  General 
Ayres,  and  you  sent  me  again  to  General  Qriffin, 
with  this  information,  and  with  an  order  to  push 
forward  as  fast  as  possible.  He  had  already 
reached  the  Sidney  House,  and  was  pushing  for- 
ward across  the  field.  I  delivered  your  wder, 
and  gave  him  the  direction  to  advance,  wHich 
was  west" 

I  also  annex  an  extract  from  General  Ayres' 
report,  describing  his  operations  after  the  for- 
ward movement  began : 

"  After  moving  through  a  wood  into  an  open- 
ing, the  skirmishers  engaged  those  of  the  enemy, 
pushing  them  back.  Soon  after  crossing  the 
White  Oak  Road,  finding  the  enemy's  m'e  to 
come  from  the  left,  I  changed  front  to  the  left 
by  facing  the  Second  brigade  to  the  left,  and 
filing  it  to  the  left  Not  to  lose  time,  I  also  threw 
the  First  brigade"  (his  reserve)  "  into  the  front 
line  on  the  left  of  the  Second.  The  Third  bri- 
gade, soon  after  engaging  the  enemy,  finding  its 
right  flank  in  the  air  (I  must  confess  that  I  ex- 
perienced anxiety  also  on  this  aoooimt)  portions 
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of  it  were  veir  unsteady,  but  sabsefjnently  mored 
op  and  bere  meir  part  of  the  action  in  a  handsome 
manner.  After  this  change  of  front,  the  troops 
were  pushed  forward  and  soon  came  upon  the 
left  flank  of  the  enemy,  which  was  thrown  back 
at  right  angles  with  his  main  line,  and  covered 
by  a  strong  breastwork,  screened  behind  a  dense 
undergrowth  of  pines,  and  about  one  hundred 
yards  in  length.  This  breastwork  my  troops 
charged,  and  took  it  at  the  bayonet's  point,  cap- 
turing, in  carrying  it,  over  one  thousand  pris> 
oners  and  several  battle-flags.  HaUina  there  a 
short  tima  by  General  Sheridan's  order,  tiU  U 
tfos  (xpparetU  (he  enemy  were  gMna  away  geti- 
eraBy^  I  pushed  forward  rapidly,  holding  my 
men  in  hand,  and  r  arching  steadily  in  line  of 
battle." 

I  have  italicised  the  ''halting  there,*'  &c,  be- 
cause it  shows  that  General  Sneridan  modified 
his  own  order  not  to  halt  No  order  to  halt  was 
given  by  me.  What  caused  the  general  giving 
way  of  the  enemy  while  General  Ayres  was. 
baited  by  General  Sheridan's  order,  was  due  to* 
the  operations  elsewhere  directed. 

It  will  be  seen  tiiat  the  rapid  change  of  front 
by  General  Ayres,  necessitated  by  the  unex- 
pected condition  of  things,  unavoidably  threw 
nis  flank  temporarily  ''in  air."  Had  the  line 
gradually  swung  round,  by  wheelmg,  General 
Crawford  would  have  been  on  his  rignt,  but  as 
it  was,  the  change  Lad  the  momentary  effect  to 
leave  General  Crawford  "  en  echelon,"  in  rear  of 
A^ea'  right  It  happened,  also,  that  the  right 
of  General  Ayres  became  exposed,  too,  to  a  fire 
from  the  enemy  across  the  open  field,  around 
Sidney's.  General  Crawford's  left  encountered 
this  same  fire,  as  it  come  up  on  General  Ayres' 
rights  and  the  effect  was  to  cause  Crawford's  Une 
to  oblique  somewhat  to  the  right  to  gain  the 
cover  of  the  woods  and  ridges,  but  it  kept 
steadily  moving  on  in  the  enemy's  rear— e  threat- 
ening movement  which  made  tiie  position  of  the 
enemy  no  longer  tenable,  assailed  as  he  was 
both  in  front  and  flank  besides. 

I  will  now  extract  from  (General  Crawford's 
report  After  giving  a  copy  of  tiie  order  to 
attack  that  I  had  furnished  him  with  (see  p.  358), 
he  says: 

"  In  obedience  to  this  order  we  crossed  GhiLV- 
elly  Run;  crossed  the  White  Oak  Road,  and 
changed  direction  to  the  left  and  advanced  direct- 
ly west  We  encountered  the  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers shortly  after  moving,  driving  them  steadily 
back.  Our  wav  led  through  bogs,  tangled 
woods,  and  thickets  of  pine,  interspersed  wiUi 
open  spaces  here  and  there.  The  connection 
between  tiie  Second  division  and  my  line,  could 
not  be  maintained.  I  received  an  order  from 
both  General  Sheridcm  and  General  Warren,  to 
press  rsoidjv  forward.  I  urged  on  the  entire 
command.  General  Coulter's  brigade,  from  being 
in  support  of  my  rear,  was  brought  to  fill  the 
gap  between  me  and  the  Second  divisior.  I 
pressed  immediately  on  and  found  myself  in  the 
enemy's  rear  on  the  Ford  Road,  which  I  crossed.' 
•    •    «« Just  at  this  point  the  enemy  opened  on 


my  centre  and  left  flank  a  very  heav^  fire. 
Major-General  Warren  arriving  on  the  field  at 
that  moment,  directed  me  to  aavance  immedi- 
ately down  the  Ford  Road,  and  General  Coulter's 
brigade  was  selected  for  that  purpose.  Two 
regiments,  commanded  by  Major  Fonk,  placed 
on  what  was  then  the  left  of  the  road,  and  the 
rest  of  the  brigade  were  on  the  right,  supported 
by  the  other  two  brigades, '  en  echelon,  I  ad- 
vanced at  once,  and  captured  a  battery  of  four 
guns  and  the  battie-flag  of  the  Thirty- second 
Virginian  infantry.  We  then  changed  direction 
and  advanced  again  in  a  south-west  direction, 
the  enemy  flying  before  us,  though  keeping  up 
a  desultory  firing." 

General  Grifiin's  report  says : 

'*  Immediately  after,  the  order  to  4dvance 
against  the  enemy  was  given,  with  instructions 
to  the  division  tiiat  after  it  had  crossed  the  road 
it  was  to  change  direction  to  the  left,  so  as  to 
strike  the  enemy  in  flank  and  rear.  After  ad- 
vancing about  a  mile,  and  finding  nothing  in 
front,  save  a  few  cavalry,  videttes,  and  there  be- 
ing heavy  volleys  of  musketrv  to  the  left  and 
rear,  the  division  was  halted.' 

This  halting  under  the  circumstances,  was 
a  commendable  exercise  of  discretion.  He  savs 
that,  a  personal  examination  showing  him  the 
enemy  on  his  left,  he  marched  in  that  direction. 
To  effect  this  same  thing  I  had  sent  Major  Cope 
to  him,  as  already  stated.  A  small  portion  of 
General  Griffin's  division  became  separated  in 
the  woods  from  the  rest,  and  continued  on 
with  General  Crawford's  division,  and  was  used 
by  me  on  the  Ford  Road.  (General  Griffin,  hav- 
ing made  proper  dispositions,  "  moved  against 
the  enemy  at  double^iuick."  taking  his  breast- 
works and  one  thousand  nve  hundred  prison- 
ers. 

As  stated  by  General  Crawford,  I  came  up 
with  his  division  near  B.  Boiseau's  after  he  had 
crossed  the  Ford  Road.  He  had  been  drivine 
back  the  enemy's  skirmish  line  all  tiie  way,  and 
continually  turning  the  left  of  any  force  oppos- 
ing Generals  Ayres  and  Griffin.  I  at  once  di- 
rected his  line  to  swing  round  to  face  south- 
ward, as  we  had  now  closed  up  the  outiet  for 
the  enemy's  escape  northward,  and  to  move 
down  upon  the  position  of  the  enemy  at  the 
forks  of  the  road,  a  point  well  indicated  to  us 
by  the  firing  of  some  pieces  of  artillery  there 
by  the  enemy.  General  Crawford's  troops  soon 
encountered  a  stiff  line  of  the  enemy  formed  to 
meet  him,  and  from  tiie  fire  of  which  General 
Coulter's  brigade  suffered  severely.  The  con- 
test, however,  was  short,  for  the  enemy,  now 
pressed  front,  flank  and  rear,  mostiy  threw  down 

Noxs.~.G«Qoral  Sheridan's  report  states  ihst  he  directed 
General  McRenzio  to  swing  round  on  the  right  of  the  innmtry 
and  gain  the  Ford  Road,  so  as  to  cut  olT  the  enemy's  escape 
that  waf.  As  Oenoral  McKentle  did  not  sncceed  in  getting 
there  tiU  after  the  inOuitry  had  gained  the  road,  I  asked  of 
him  the  nature  of  his  operations.  Ho  informed  me  that  In 
attempting  to  execute  his  order  he  fbund  himself  north  of 
Hatcher's  Ron,  and  moylng  directly  away  from  the  battle, 
which  seemed  iunYy.  He  therefore  (aa  General  Griilln  bao 
done)  moved  back  toward  the  White  Oak  Road, so  as  to  take 
part  In  the  action. 
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their  anuB.  Three  gwaa  of  the  captured  bat- 
tery were  found  on  the  road,  where  they  had 
been  stopped  in  their  attempt  to  escape  north- 
ward. 

Immediately  after  the  forks  were  gained  I 
directed  General  Crawford  to  change  front 
again^to  the  right,  and  march  toward  me  sound 
of  the  firing,  so  as  again  to  take  the  enemy  in 
flank  and  rear,  and  mis  he  at  once  did.  I  also 
directed  a  cavalry  brigade,  which  had  been 
kept  mounted,  and  wmoh  now  came  rapidly 
along  the  Ford  Road  toward  me,  not  to  move 
along  it  further,  but  to  file  to  their  left  and  pro- 
ceed in  the  direction  (General  Crawford  had 
taken. 

I  then  passed  down  the  Ford  Road,  and  on 
reaching  the  forks,  turned  to  the  right  along  the 
White  Oak  Road.  The  troops  were  joyous  and 
filled  with  enthusiasm  at  their  success,  but 
somewhat  disorganized  thereby  and  by  their 
marching  and  fighting  so  long  in  the  woods. 
On  my  arriving  at  the  point  £  (see  map),  I  found 
that  our  advance  there  was  stayed  by  the  enemy, 
who  had  formed  a  new  line  for  their  loft  flank 
near  the  position  F,  while  Ihey  yet  main- 
tained their  front  against  our  cavalry  on  the 
south.  Though  the  orders  bad  been  not  to  halt, 
and  many  oflScers  were  then  urging  their  men 
forward,  the  disordered  men,  not  feeling  the  in- 
fluence of  their  commanders,  continued  to  fire 
without  advancing. 

Accompanied  by  Captain  Benyaurd  and  the 
portion  of  my  sttdSf  then  present,  I  rode  out  to 
the  front  and  called  those  near  me  to  follow. 
This  was  immediately  responded  to.  Every- 
"^ere  along  the  front  the  color-bearers  and  offi- 
cers sprang  out,  and,  without  more  firing,  our 
men  advanced,  capturing  all  the  enemy  remain- 
ing. 

During  this  last  charge  my  horse  was  fatally 
shot  within  a  few  paces  of  the  line  where  the 
enemy  made  his  last  stand,  an  orderly  by  my 
side  was  killed,  and  Colonel  Richardson,  of  the 
Seventh  Wisconsin,  who  sprang  between  me 
and  the  enemy,  was  severely  wounded. 

I  sent  General  Bankhead,  alter  the  last  of  the 
enemy  had  been  captured,  to  (General  Sheridan 
to  report  the  result  and  receive  his  instructions. 
He  returned  with  the  reply  that  my  instructions 
had  been  sent  me.  At  seven  p.  m.  they  reached 
me,  and  were  as  follows : 

"Major-General  Warren,  commanding  the 
Fifth  «army  corps,  is  relieved  from  duty,  and 
wiU  report  at  once  for  orders  to  Lieuten- 
ani^neral  Grant,  conmianding  armies  United 
States." 

I  at  once  asked  of  General  Sheridan  an  ex- 
planation of  this  order,  but  could  obtain  none. 

The  Fifth  corps,  in  this  battie,  captured  3,244 
men,  with  their  arms,  eleven  regimental  colors, 
and  one  four-eun  battery  with  its  caissons. 

It  lost,  in  killed  and  wounded,  634  men,  of 
which  300  were  in  General  Crawford's  division, 
205  in  General  Ayres'  division,  and  125  in  Gen- 
eral Griffin's  division.  Among  these  were  sev- 
eral distinguished  officers  of   high   promise. 


Their  names  will  be  duly  reoorded  in  the  ofiicial 
reports. 

OOKOLUBIOir. 

I  beUeve  there  never  was  a  previous  period 
of  my  military  life  when  the  operations  I  have 
described  would  not  have  gained  me  the  praise 
of  my  superior.  I  have  seen  nearly  all  the 
principal  officers  of  my  command,  and  all  unite 
in  telling  me  that  the^  regard  my  treatment  as 
unjust  General  Griffin  assured  me  he  would  bo 
express  himself  at  suitable  opportunity  to  Gen- 
eral Sheridan.  Of  the  many  expressions  of 
sjrmpathy  I  have  received  from  members  of  my 
corps,  the  following  letter,  sent  me  unsolicited, 
but  published  here  by  permission,  written  by 
one  of  its  most  worthy  officers — Colonel  T.  F. 
McCoy,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers — is  given  as  a  type  : 

"  I  had  expected  to  have  the  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing you  before  retiring  from  the  service,  person- 
ally paying  my  respects,  and  bidding  you  a  kind 
Tarewell ;  but  it  was  ordered  otherwise.  A  mere 
glimpse  of  you,  as  we  pajssed  through  Peters- 
burg on  our  march  North,  was  the  last  sight  the 
Fifm  corps  had  of  their  beloved  commander.  I 
can  most  truthfully  assure  you  of  your  great  pop- 
ularity with  the  corps,  both  officers  and  men ; 
and  I  can  assure  you  further,  that  it  was  a  pre- 
vailing sentiment  that  it  was  a  well-merited  pop- 
ularity. I  speak  freely  and  frankly.  I  can 
realize  how  gratifying  it  is  to  a  commanding 
officer  to  know  that  he  has  the  love  and  respect 
of  his  men. 

"  On  the  second  of  April,  when  it  was  known 
that  you  had  been  taken  from  us,  there  was  mui- 
gled  surprise,  regret,  and  gloom.  I  have  read  and 
re-read,  again  and  again.  General  Sheridsm^s  re- 

Eort  of  the  battle  of  the  Five  Forks,  and  in  my 
umble  judgment,  he  utterly  fails  in  justifying  his 
conduct  in  your  removal.  Even  if  what  is  as- 
serted were  true,  (which  I  do  not  believe,)  in 
view  of  your  past  valuable  services  to  the 
country,  and  more  especially  to  your  corps,  and 
you  in  command,  having,  m  a  great  measure, 
gained  by  its  splendid  conduct  that  afternoon, 
the  most  important  victory  of  the  campaign ; 
and  whild  thanks  and  shouts  were  going  up  to 
Heaven  for  the  great  achievement,  to  relieve 
from  his  honored  command  one  of  the  principal 
heroes  was  an  .act  most  strange  and  no  less  as- 
tounding. This  is  merely  the  substance  of  what 
has  been  in  my  mind,  and  which  I  would  have 
been  pleased  to  have  expressed  to  you  person- 
ally, could  I  have  met  you  at  any  proper  period 
since.  I  look  back  upon  this  battle  of  the  Five 
Forks  with  great  interest,  it  being  the  turning 
pomt  of  the  great  movements  from  which  flowed 
so  many  favorable  and  glorious  results.  Then, 
I  haye  a  more  personal  interest  in  it  from  the 
fact  of  my  regiment  conducting  itself  so  welL 
that  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  thanks  of 
General  Baxter  on  the  field." 

It  is  a  source  of  much  regret  to  me  that  the 
suddenness  of  my  removal  has  prevented  my 
taking  an  appropriate  leave  of  my  command, 
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«nd  thereby  to  express  to  them  my^ warm  wishes 
for  their  future,  and  my  sympathy  with  them, 
whatever  that  future  may  be. 

I  feel,  too,  that  many  to  whom  it  would  have 
been  gratifying  to  carrv  with  them  to  their 
homes  my  testimony  of  their  services  have  been 
deprived  of  it.  Bo  far  as  this  can  be  remedied, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  do  so  yet.  I  also  hope  that 
those  w^ho  may  have  been  overlooked  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  honors  will  write  to  me,  and  I  will 
endeavor  to  promote  their  just  daims  as  far  as 
my  endorsement  can. 

No.  119  Easi  ScvxanxxHTH  Sduebl 
New  Yobk  Ott,  Decomber  10, 1805. 


Appendix, 

I  give  herein  an  appendix  of  all  the  authoritar 
tive  communications  yet  published  on  the  battle 
of  Five  Forks 

LSTTBR  FROM  GBNERAL  WABSEN  IN  REGARD  TO  HIS 
BEING  RSLEETED    BT  GENERAL  SHERIDAN. 

^  ISamsaan  Bxtbb,  IlitiradAy,  May  11, 1866. 

''lb  ike  Editors  qf  the  Ifew  York  Times: 

"  I  respectfully  request  the  publication  in  your 
paper  of  this  communicatipn  and  accompanying 
letters  relating  to  the  battle  of  Five  Foncs. 

"  The  only  reason  I  have  heard  assigned  for 
relieving  me  at  that  time  were  the  surmises  of 
newspaper  correspondents,  which  there  is  no 
authority  for.  But  an  unfriendly  spirit  toward 
me  apparently  dictated  their  suppositions,  and 
they  We  done  me  much  injustfce.  I  wm  re- 
lieved  only  after  the  battle  waff  over,  and  while 
at  the  head  of  my  troops,  and  when  not  even  a 
fugitive  of  the  enemy  was  in  sight 

'*  I  personally  sought  of  General  Sheridan  a 
reason  for  his  order ;  but  he  would  not,  or  could 
not,  give  one,  and  declined  to  do  so.  I  obeyed 
the  order  to  report  to  General  Grant  that  night, 
and  was  by  him  assi^ed  to  the  command  of  the 
dejences  at  City  Fomt  and  Bermuda  Hundred. 
Afler  the  evacuation  of  Richmond  and  Peters- 
burg, I  was  given  the  command  of  the  troops  at 
the  btter  place  and  along  the  Southside  Railroad, 
belonging  to  the  Army  of  the  Fotomac.  When 
these  troops  were  relieved  by  troops  from  the 
Army  of  toe  James,  I  was  left  in  Petersburg 
awaiting  orders.  I  then  addressed  a  letter  (copy 
sent  herewith^,  dated  April  ninth,  to  General 
Rawlins,  Chier  of  Staff,  soliciting  an  investiga- 
tion. On  the  twenty-second  April,  I  sent  an- 
other, requesting  permission  to  publish  the  first 
one,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  therein  (copy  sent 
herewith).  On  the  second  May,  I  telegraphed 
Colonel  bowers,  Adjutant-General,  to  ascertain 
if  these  had  been  received,  and  he  answered, 
they  'were  received,  the  latter  during  General 
Grant's  absence.  Orders  have  been  sent  vou 
(me)  to  report  here,  when  you  can  see  the  uen- 
eraL* 

*'  On  May  third,  I  received  by  telegraph  an 
extract  from  G^eral  Orders  No.  78,  of  May  first, 
assigninz  me  to  the  command  of  the  Department 
of  the  MissLBsippL    I  at  once  proceeded  to  | 


Washington,  and,  after  a  personal  interview 
with  General  Grant,  received,  on  the  sixth  of 
May,  an  answer  to  my  communications  of  the 
ninth  and  twenty-eecond  April,  authorizing  my 
publishing  them,  and  stating  the  reasons  for  not 
granting  me  the  investigation  sought.  A  copy 
of  this  letter  is  herewith  sent 

"  Having  thus  exhausted  my  means  of  getting 
at  the  cause  of  my  being  relieved  by  GenenJ 
Sheridan,  1  present  the  following  brief  account 
of  the  operations  on  the  first  of  April : 

^  The  operations  of  the  enemy  on  the  thirty- 
first  of  March  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  send 
a  portion  of  my  corps  durine  the  night  to  sup- 
port General  Sheridan's  cavahy,  which  had  been 
forced  back  to  near  Dinwiddle  Court  House.  One 
of  my  divisions  was  thus  compelled  to  march  all 
night,  after  having  fought  all  day,  and  ^e  rest 
of  the  corps  moved  toward  the  enemy  that  con- 
fronted the  cavalry  at  daybreak. 

"  Our  presence  on  the  flank  and  rear  of  the 
enemy  compelled  him  to  fall  back  rapidly  to  the 
vicinity  of  uie  Five  Forks,  and  General  Sheridan, 
on  advancing  with  the  cavalry,  found  him  slightly 
intrenched  there.  This  force  proved  to  oe  a 
complete  division  of  the  enemy  s  infantry,  and 
all  the  cavalry  of  Lee's  army. 

'*I  received  an  order  irom  General  Meade, 
after  joining  General  Sheridan,  to  report  to  him 
for  duty,  which  I  did.  and  the  corps  was  halted 
by  his  direction  at  tne  point  where  we  joined 
him,  about  eight  a«m.  At  one  p.m.  I  was  di- 
rected to  bring  up  the  corps  to  Gravelly  Run 
Qiurch,  a  distance  of  about  two  and  three-fourths 
miles  from  where  the^  had  been  halted,  and 
there  form  with  two  divisions  in  front  and  one 
in  reserve,  so  as  to  move  with  the  whole  corps, 
and  attack  and  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank  on  the 
White  Oak  Road. 

^*  My  line  was  formed  accordingly.  Avres  on 
the  left,  in  three  lines  of  battle ;  Crawford  on 
the  right*  in  three  lines  of  battle ;  and  Griffin's 
division  in  reserve  in  masses.  This  occupied 
till  four  p.  M.  The  forward  movement  then  be- 
gan. General  Ayres'  division  became  first  en- 
gaged, wheeling  to  the  left,  from  facing  north 
to  facing  west,  as  it  advanced.  General  Craw- 
ford's division  also  wheeled  to  the  left  on  (Gen- 
eral Ayres'  as  on  a  pivot,  but  owing  to  .the  nature 
of  the  ground  and  foreste,  and  the  greater  dis- 
tance to  gain,  he  lost  his  connection  with  Gren- 
eral  Ayres. 

**  Into  the  interval  thus  left  General  Griffin's  di- 
vision was  placed.  These  two  divisions  steadily 
drove  in  the  enemy's  left  flank.  General  Craw- 
ford's division  moved  on  westward  till  it  gained 
the  road  leading  north  from  the  centre  of  the 
enemy's  position,  when  it  was  wheeled  to  the 
south,  and  attacked  the  troops  that  were  en- 
deavoring to  hold  this  road  as  an  outlet  for  es- 
cape. 

"All  the  divisions  now  closed  in  upon  the 
enemy,  capturing  the  artillery  that  was  attempt- 
ing to  move  north,  and  nearly  all  the  infantry, 
which  their  movemente  had  thrown  in  the  great- 
est confusion.  I  successfully  followed  the  opera* 
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tions  of  my  divisions  from  left  to  right,  being 
with  General  Crawford  when  the  position  was 
taken. 

**  While  these  movements  above  described  were 
going  on,  the  cavalry  engaged  the  enemy  along 
his  whole  front,  which  was  facing  south.  The 
enemy  still  maintained  the  right  of  his  line,  con- 
fronting the  cavalry,  after  we  had  swept  away 
his  left  and  centre ;  but  the  Fifth  corps  crowd- 
ing along  the  line  without  waiting  to  re-form, 
captured  all  who  remained,  as  it  swept  along. 

"  I  was  with  the  extreme  advance  in  the  last 
movement,  and  was  relieved  while  there  at 
seven  p.  m.,  the  battle  being  then  over,  and  not 
even  a  fugitive  enemy  in  sight. 

''  The  following  are  copies  of  the  letters  here- 
in referred  to. 

**  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"G.  K.  Warren, 

"  Major-General  Volunteers.'' 

OBNEBAL  WASBBN  TO  OOL.  BOWERS. 

**PnBB8Binta,  April  22,  1866. 

"  To  Colonel  T.  S.  Bowers,  A.  Q.,  Headquarters 

Armies  of  United  States : 

"  Colonel  :  1  beg  leave  to  forward  a  copy  of 
conmiunication  addressed  to  Headquarters  Ar- 
mies United  States,  on  the  ninth  instant,  with  the 
request  to  be  allowed  to  publish  the  same.  This 
will  relieve  me  and  my  friends  from  an  unpleas- 
ant relation  to  the  public,  will  answer  many 
letters  daily  received,  and  will  prevent  my 
silence  being  an  injury  to  me.     I  can  then 

Satiently  await  the  investigation  that  I  do  not 
oubt  will  in  due  time  be  accorded  to  me. 
"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"G.  K.  Warren, 

*  *  MtOor-GeneFal  volanteen.  *' 

BEQUEST  FOR  AM  INYBSnOATION. 

"  PKnoiSBCiu},  April  9,  1666. 

"  2b  Srigadier-Oeneral  J.  A,  Rawlins,  Chief  of 
Slag^f  Headquarters  Armies  ^  United  States : 
"General:  The  order  of  General  Sheridan 
taking  from  me  the  command  of  my  corps  on  the 
evening  of  the  first  of  April,  after  the  victory 
was  won,  assigns  no  cause,  and  leaves  me  open 
to  the  inferences  now  finding  expression  in  the 
public  prints,  and  which  are  in  everyway  to  my 
prejudice. 

"  I  am  unconscious  of  having  done  anything 
improper  or  imbecoming  to  my  position,  or  the 
character  of  a  soldier,  or  neglected  any  order  or 
duty. 

"I  therefore  respectfully  request  a  full  inves- 
tigation of  the  matter  as  soon  as  the  exigencies 
01  the  service  will  admit 

"  I  make  this  application  now  while  awaiting 
orders,  which  I  deem  the  most  appropriate  time ; 
but  I  do  not  intend  nor  desire  to  press  the  mat- 
ter upon  the  consideration  of  the  Lieutenant- 
General  until  he  can  give  it  his  attention  without 
interfering  with  more  important  duties.  The 
regard  already  shown  me,  in  immediately  assign- 
ing tx>  me  another  command  on  the  second 
instant,  gives  me  the  assurance  that  he  will  not 


deem  it  an  intrusion  to  solicit  an  opportunity  to 
vindicate  the  honor  and  reputation  of  a  faithful 
soldier  of  the  Union,  who  waits  in  silence  under 
an  unmerited  injury,  till  such  time  as  his  supe- 
rior shall  be  ready  to  give  him*  a  hearing. 
"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  G.  K.  Warren, 

'*  Mi^or-General  Volnnteere." 

GENERAL  GRANT's  REPLT. 

u  HSADQUABiBts  Abmib  or  IBS  UiotiD  SxAisa,  \ 
^  <*  WlSBiNGiosr,  Maf  6,  1866.         J 

"  7b  Mqjor-Gfeneral  O.  K.  Warren: 

"  General  :  Your  note,  requesting  authority  to 
publish  your  application  for  an  investigation  of 
the  grounds  upon  which  you  were  relieved  from 
the  command  of  the  Fifth  army  corps,  or  to  have 
the  investigation,  is  received. 

"  It  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  ^ve  the  court 
and  witnesses  necessary  for  the  investigation, 
but  I  see  nothing  in  your  application  objection- 
able to  have  published. 
"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

«U.  S.  Grant, 

<*  Uetttenant-GenenL" 

The  following  report,  it  will  be  perceived, 
contradicts  no  statement  of  my  letter  of  May  11. 
It  is  copied  from  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal : 

REPORT  OE  MAJOBrOBNBRAL  SHERIDAN. 

«  Catalst  Hsadquabtirb,  May  16,  1869b 

''General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  narrative  of  the  operations  of  my  com- 
mand during  the  recent  campaign  in  front  of 
Petersburg  and  Richmond,  terminating  with  the 
surrender  of  the  rebel  army  of  Nor&ern  Vir- 
ginia, at  Appomattox  Court  House,  Virginia, 
on  April  9, 1865 : 

"  During  the  night  of  the  thirty-first  of  March, 
my  headauarters  were  at  Dinwiddie  Court 
House,  ana  the  lieutenant-General  notified  |pe 
that  the  Fifth  corps  would  report  to  me,  and 
should  reach  me  about  midnight  This  corps 
had  been  offered  me  on  the  thirtieth  instant ;  but 
very  much  desiring  the  Sixth  corps,  which  had 
been  with  me  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  I  asked 
for  it,  but  on  account  of  the  delay  which  would 
occur  in  moving  that  corps  from  its  position  in 
the  lines  in  front  of  Petersburg,  it  could  not  be 
sent  to  me.  I  respectfully  submit  herewith  my 
brief  accounts  of  the  operations  of  th^  day,  the 
response  to  which  was  the  ordering  of  the  Fifth 
corps  to  my  support  and  my  command,  as  also 
the  dispatch  from  the  Lieutenant-General  noti- 
fying me  of  his  action.  I  understood  that  the 
Fifth  corps,  when  ordered  to  report  to  me,  was 
in  position  near  S.  Dabney*s  house,  in  the  angle 
between  the  Boydton  Road  and  the  Five  Forks 
Road. 

"  Had  Greneral  Warren  moved  according  to 
the  expectations  of  the  LieutenantOeneral,  there 
would  appear  to  have  been  but  litde  chance  for 
the  escape  of  the  enemy's  infantry  in  front  of 
0inwiddio  Court  House.   Ayrea'  division  moved 
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down  the  Bojdton  Plank-road  during  the  night, 
azMl  in  the  morning  moved  west  via  R.  BoiB- 
eau'a  house,  striking  the  Five  Forks  Road  about 
two  and  a  half  miles  north  of  Dinwiddie  Court 
House.  General  Warren,  with  Griffin's  and 
Crawford's  divisions,  moved  down  the  road  bv 
Cramp's  house,  coming  into  the  Five  Forks  Roaa, 
Dear  J.  Boiseau's  house,  between  seven  and  eight 
o'dock  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  April. 
Meantime  I  moved  my  cavalry  force  at  day- 
light against  the  enemy's  lines  in  front,  which 
gave  way  rapidly,  moving  ofif  by  the  right  flank 
and  crossing  Chamberlain's  Creek.  This  hasty 
movement  was  accelerated  by  the  discovery  that 
two  divisions  of  the  Fifth  army  corps  were  in 
their  rear  and  that  one  division  was  moving 
toward  their  left  and  rear. 

**  The  foUowing  were  the  instructions  sent  to 
General  Warren : 

^  Cavalbx  Headquabibbs,  Usswrnva  Oousr  Houan,  1 

April  1,  1866,  8  a.  n.  J" 

"  To  Mcfjor-Qenercd  Warren^  commanding  Fifik 

Army  Corps  i 

*'I  am  holding  in  front  of  Dinwiddie  Court 
House,  on  the  road  leading  to  Five  Forks,  for 
three  quarters  of  a  mile,  with  General  Custer's 
division.  The  enemy  are  in  his  immediate  front, 
lying  so  as  to  cover  the  road  just  this  side  of  A. 
Adams'  house,  which  leads  out  across  Chamber- 
lain's Bed  or  Bun.  I  understand  you  have  a  di- 
vision at  J.  Boiseau's ;  if  so,  you  are  in  rear  of 
the  enemy's  line,  and  almost  on  his  flanks.  I 
will  hold  on  here.  Possibly  they  may  attack 
Custer  at  daylight ;  if  so,  attack  instantly  and 
in  full  force.  Attack  at  daylight  any  how,  and 
I  will  make  an  efifort  to  get  the  road  this  side  of 
Adams'  house ;  and  if  I  do,  you  can  capture  the 
whole  of  theuL  Any  force  moving  Sown  the 
road  I  am  holding,  or  on  the  White  Os^  Road, 
will  be  in  the  enemy's  rear,  and  in  aU  proba- 
bility, get  any  force  that  may  escape  you  by  a 
flank  attack.  Do  not  fear  my  leaving  here.  If 
the  enemy  remains,  I  shall  fight  at  dayUght. 

'*  P.  fi.  She^dak, 

*<  Major-Goneral/* 

"As  they  fell  back,  the  enemy  were  rapidly 
foDowed  by  General  Merritt's  two  divisions, 
General  Devin  on  the  right  and  General  Custer  on 
the  left,  General  Crook  in  the  rear.  During  the 
remainder  of  the  day.  General  Crook's  division 
held  the  ez^treme  left  and  rear,  and  was  not  seri- 
ously engaged. 

''I  then  determined  that > I  would  drive  the 
enemy,  with  the  cavalry,  to  the  Five  Forks, 
press  them  inside  of  their  works,  and  make  a 
feint  to  turn  their  right  flank ;  and,  meanwhile, 
quietly  move  up  the  Fifth  cotps,  with  a  view  to 
attacking  their  left  flank,  cruui  the  whole  force, 
if  ]>088ilHe,and  drive  westward  those  who  might 
escape,  thus  isolating  them  from  their  army  at 
Petersburg.  Happily,  this  conception  was  suc- 
cessfully executed.  About  this  time  Greneral 
McKenzie's  division  of  cavalry,  from  the  Army 
of  the  James,  reported  to  me,  and  consisted  of 


about  one  thousand  effective  men.  I  directed 
General  Warren  to  hold  fast  at  J.  Boiseau's 
house,  refresh  his  men,  and  be  ready  to  move  to 
the  front  when  required ;  and  General  McElen- 
j^ie  was  ordered  to  rest  in  front  of  Dinwiddie^ 
Court  House  until  further  orders. 

<'  Meantime,  General  Merritt's  command  contin- 
ued to  press  the  enemy,  and,  by  impetuous 
charges,  drove  them  from  two  lines  of  tempo- 
rary works;  General  Custer  guiding  his  ad- 
vance on  the  widow  Gilliam's  bouse,  and  Gen- 
eral Devin  on  the  main  Five  Forks  Road.  The 
courage  displayed  bv  the  cavalry  officers  and 
men  was  superb,  and  about  two  o'clock  the  en- 
emy was  behind  his  works  on  the  White  Oak 
Road,  and  his  skirmish  line  drawn  in.  I  then 
ordered  up  the  Fifth  corps  on  the  main  road, 
and  sent  Brevet  Major  Gillespie,  of  the  Engi- 
neers, to  turn  tiie  head  o^  the  column  off  on  the 
Gravelly  Church  Road,  and  put  the  corps  in  po- 
sition on  this  road,  obliquely  to  and  at  a  poin|i 
but  a  short  distance  from  the  White  Oak  Koaa, 
and  about  one  mile  from  the  Five  Forks.  Two 
divisions  of  the  corps  were  to  form  the  front 
line,  and  one  division  was  to  be  held  in  re- 
serve, in  columns  of  regiments,  opposite  the 
centre. 

"I  then  directed  General  Merritt  to  demon- 
strate as  though  he  was  attempting  to  turn 
the  enemy's  right  flank,  and  notified  that  the 
Fifth  corps  would  strike  the  enemy's  left 
flank,  and  ordered  that  the  cavalry  should 
assault  the  enemy^s  works  as  soon  as  the  Fifth 
corps  became,  engaged,  and  that  would  be  de- 
termined by  the  volleys  of  musketry.  I  then 
rode  over  to  where  tiie  Fifth  corps  was  going 
into  position,  and  found  them  coming  up  very 
slowly.  I  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  aUack  at 
once,  for  the  sun  was  getting  low,  and  we  had 
to  fight  or  go  back.  It  was  no  place  to  in- 
trench, and  it  would  have  been  shameful  to  have 
gone  back  with  no  results  to  compensate  for  the 
loss  of  the  brave  men  who  had  fallen  during 
the  day.  In  this  connection,  I  will  say  that  Gen- 
eral Warren  did  not  exert  himself  to  eet  up  his 
corps  as  rapidly  as  he  might  have  aone ;  and 
his  manner  gave  me  the  impression  that  he 
wished  the  sim  to  go  down  before  dispositions 
for  the  attack  could  be  completed.  As  soon  as 
the  corps  was  in  position,  I  ordered  an  advance 
in  the  following  u)rmation :  Ayres*  division  on 
the  left,  in  double  lines ;  Crawford's  division  on 
right,  in  double  lines ;  and  Griffin's  division  in 
reserve,  behind  Crawford's ;  and  the  White  Oak 
Road  was  reached  without  opposition. 

"  While  General  Warren  was  getting  into  po- 
sition, I  learned  that  the  left  of  the  Second  corps 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  on  my  right,  had 
been  swung  around  from  the  direction  of  its  line 
of  battle  until  it  fronted  on  the  Boydton  Road, 
and  parallel  to  it,  which  ofiered  an  (^ortunitir 
to  the  enemy  to  inarch  down  the  White  Oak 
Road  and  attack  me  in  right  and  rear.  General 
McKenzie  was  therefore  sent  up  the  Camp  Road, 
with  directions  to  gain  the  Wnite  Oak  Road,  if 
possible ;  but  to  atteck  at  all  hazards  any  enemy 
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fotmd,  and,  if  sncceasfol,  then  march  down  the 
road  and  join  me.  General  McKenzie  executed 
this  with  courage  and  skill,  attacking  a  foroe  of 
the  enemy  on  the  White  Oak  Road,  and  drivii^ 
lit  toward  Petersburg.  He  then  countermarchea, 
and  joined  me  on  the  White  Oak  Road  just  as 
the  Fifth  corps  advanced  to  the  attack,  and  I  di- 
rected him  to  swing  round  with  the  right  of  the 
infantry  and  gain  possession  of  the  Ford  Road 
at  the  crossing  of  Hatcher's  Run.  The  Fifth 
corps,  on  reaching  the  White  Oak  Road,  made  a 
left  wheel,  and  burst  on  the  enemy's  left  flank 
and  rear  like  a  tornado,  and  pushed  rapidly  on, 
orders  having  been  given  that,  if  the  enemy  was 
routed,  there  should  oe  no  halt  to  re-form  broken 
lines.  As  stated  before,  the  firing  of  the  Fifth 
corps  was  the  signal  of  General  Merritt  to  as- 
sault, which  was  promptly  responded  to,  and 
the  works  of  the  enemy  were  soon  carried  at 
several  points  by  our  brave  cavalrymen.  The 
enemy  were  driven  from  their  stron?  line  of 
works  and  completely  routed,  the  Fifth  corps 
doubling  up  tiieir  left  flank  in  confusion,  and 
the  cav^y  of  General  Merritt  dashing  on  to  the 
White  Oac  Road,  capturing  their,  artillery  and 
turning  it  upon  them;  and  riding  into  their 
broken  ranks  so  demoralized  them  that  they 
made  no  serious  stand  after  their  line  was  car- 
ried, but  took  to  flight  in  disorder.  Between 
five  thousand  and  six  thousand  prisoners  fell 
into  our  hands,  and  the  fugitives  were  driven 
westward,  and  were  pursued  untif  long  after 
dark  by  Merritt's  and  McKenzie's  cavaL^  for  a 
distance  of  six  miles. 

^*  During  this  attack  I  again  became  dissatisfied 
with  General  Warren.  During  the  engagement 
portions  of  his  line  gave  way,  when  not  exposed 
to  a  heavy  fire,  and  simply  for  want  of  confidence 
on  the  patt  of  the  troops,  which  General  Warren 
did  not  exert  himself  to  inspire.  I  therefore  re- 
lieved him  from  the  command  of  the  Fifth  corps, 
authority  for  this  action  having  been  sent  to  me 
before  the  battle,  unsolicited.  When  the  pur- 
suit was  given  up,  I  directed  General  Griffin, 
who  had  been  ordered  to  assume  command  of 
the  Fifth  corps,  to  collect  his  troops  at  once, 
march  two  divisions  back  to  Gravelly  Church, 
and  put  them  into  position  at  right  angles  to  the 
White  Oak  Road,  facing  toward  Petersburg, 
while  Bartlett's  division,  Griffin's  old,  covered 
the  Ford  Road  to  Hatcher's  Run.  General  Mer- 
ritt's  cavalry  went  into  camp  on  the  widow  Gil- 
liam's plantation,  and  General  McKenzie  took 
position  on  the  Ford  Road  at  the  crossing  of 
Hatcher's  Run.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of 
the  conduct  of  the  troops  in  this  battle,  and  of. 
the  gallantry  of  their  conunanding  officers,  who 
appeared  to  realize  that  the  success  of  the  cam- 
paign and  fate  of  Lee's  army  depended  upon  it 
They  merit  the  thanks  of  the  country  and  reward 
of  the  government  To  Generals  Griffin,  Ayres, 
Bartlett,  and  Chnawford,  of  the  Fifth  corps,  and 
to  Generals  Merritt,  Custer,  Devin,  and  McKenzie, 
of  the  cavadry,  great  credit  is  due ;  and  to  their 
subordinate  commanders  they  wiU  undoubtedly 
award  the  praise  which  is  due  to  them  for  the 


heUrty  co-operation,  bravery,  and  ability  which 
were  everywhere  displayed. 

**  I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  P.  H.  Sheridak, 

"  lfaJor-Geaer«l. 

''  Brevet  Maj.-Gen.  John  A.  Rawuns, 

«  Oiief  of  SUIT." 


81, 1866.  / 


<<  DonrmDXB  C.  H.,  March 


"  LieutenantrOeneral  Qranl,  commanding  Annies 

United  States : 

"  The  enemy's  cavalry  attacked  me  about  ten 
o'clock  to-day,  on  the  road  coming  in  from  tlie 
west,  and  a  Uttle  north  of  Dinwiddle  C.  H.  This 
attack  was  very  handsomely  repulsed  by  General 
Smith's  brigade  of  Crook's  division,  and  the 
enemy  was  driven  across  Chamberlain's  Creek. 
Shortly  afterward,  the  enemy's  infantry  attacked 
on  the  same  creek  in  heavy  force,  and  drove  in 
General  Davies'  brigade,  and,  advancing  rapidly, 
gained  the  forks  of  the  road  at  J.  Soiseati's. 
This  forced  Devin,  who  was  in  advance,  and 
Davies,  to  cross  to  the  Boydton  Road.  General 
Crregg's  brigade  and  General  Gibbs',  who  had 
been  toward  Dinwiddle,  then  attacked  the  enemy 
in  the  rear  very  handsomely.  This  stopped  the 
march  toward  the  left  of  our  infantry,  and  finally 
caused  them  to  turn  toward  Dinwiddle  and  attack 
us  in  heavy  force.  The  enemy  then  again  at^ 
tacked  at  Chamberlain's  Creek,  and  forced  Smith  s 
position.  At  this  time  Capehart's  and  Penning- 
ton's brigades  of  Custer's  division  came  up,  and 
a  very  handsome  fight  occurred. 

"llie  enemy  have  gained  some  ground,  but 
we  still  hold  in  front  of  Dinwiddle  C.  H.,  and 
Davies  and  Devin  are  coming  down  the  Boydton 
Road  to  join  us. 

"  The  opposing  force  was  Pickett's  division, 
Wise's  Independent  Brigade  of  Infantry,  and 
Fitzhugh  Lee's,  Rosser's,  and  W.  H.  Lee's  cav- 
alry commands. 

"  The  men  behaved  splendidly.  Our  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  will  probably  number  four 
hundred  and  fifty  men ;  very  few  were  lost  as 
prisoners. 

"  We  have  of  the  enemy  a  number  of  prisoners. 
This  force  is  too  strong  for  us.  I  will  hold  out 
to  Dinwiddle  C.  H.  until  I  am  compelled  to 
leave. 

"  Our  fighting  to-day  was  all  dismoxmted. 

"P.  H.  Sheridax, 

*'  IbOor-GeaenO." 

•^DABiTRr  Hmj,  March  31, 1865—10.06  p.  x. 

"  Mtmr-Qeneral  Sheridan : 

"  The  Fifth  corps  has  been  ordered  to  your 
support  Two  divisions  will  go  by  J.  Bois^u's, 
and  one  down  the  Boydton  Road.  In  addition 
td  this,  I  have  sent  McKenzie's  cavalry,  which 
will  reach  you  by  the  Yaughan  Road. 

'*  All  these  forces,  except  the  cavalry,  should 
reach  you  by  twelve  to-night^ 

"Tou  will  assume  command  of  the  whole 
force  sent  to  operate  with  you,  and  use  it^  to  the 
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beet  of  your  ability,  to  deetroy  the  force  which 
your  command  has  fought  so  gallantiiy  to-day. 

"U.  8.  Grant, 

"  Ueoteoant-Ge&eimL  » 


Doc.  41. 
THB  BATTLE  OF  OHICEAMAUGA. 

MESSAGE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

RiCHMOM),  Va.,  lUy  19,  18M. 

7b  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepre8entatif>€8 : 

I  herewith  transmit,  for  your  information,  a 
commmiication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  cov- 
ering a  copy  of  the  reports  of  General  Bragg  and 
his  sabordinate  commanders,  of  the  batue  of 
Ghickamanga. 

Jeffbrsok  Davis. 

■  OwupgiHHma  SusB  op  AJimoA,  War  Dbpibzhbt,  \ 
Richmond,  Va.,  Hay  19,  1804.        / 

7b  Bis  JSxcdlency  the  Prendent: 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith, 
for  the  information  of  Congress,  copies  of  the 
reports  of  General  Bragg  and  his  subordinate 
commanders,  of  the  battle  of  Ghickamauga. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Seddok, 

Secretary  of  war. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  BRAGG 
Wash  Spkisob,  Gbobou,  December  28,  1803. 

General  8.  Cooper^  Acfjukmi  General  C.  8.  A., 
Richmond,  Va:  I 

Sib  :  Most  of  the  subordinate  reports  of  the 
operations  of  our  troops  at  the  battie  of  CSiick- 
amauga,  having  been  received,  are  herewith 
forwarded  ;  and  for  the  better  understanding  of 
the  movements  preceding  and  following  that 
important  event,  the  following  narrative  is  sub- 
mitted : 

On  the  twentieth  of  August  it  was  ascertained 
certainly  that  the  FedenJ  army  from  Middle 
Tennessee,  under  General  Rosecrans,  had 
crossed  the  mountains  to  Stevenson  and  Bridge- 
port. His  force  of  effective  infantry  and  artillery 
amounted  to  folly  seventy  thousand,  divided 
into  four  corps.  About  the  same  time..  General 
Bumside  advanced  from  Kentucky  towards 
Knorville,  East  Tennessee,  with  a  force  estimated 
by  the  General  commanding  tiiat  Department  at 
over  twenty-five  thousand.  In  view  of  the  great 
superiority  of  numbers  brought  against  him, 
General  Buckner  concluded  to  evacuate  Knoz- 
ville,  and,  with  a  force  of  about  five  thousand 
in&ntry  and  artillery,  and  his  cavalry,  took  posi- 
tion in  the  vicinity  of  Loudon.  Two  brigades  of 
his  command,  Frazier's,  at  Cumberland  Gap,  and 
Jackson's,  in  Northeast  Tennessee,  were  thus 
severed  from  us.  The  enemy  having  idready 
obtained  a  lodgment  in  East  Tennessee  by  an- 
other route,  the  continued  occupation  of  Cum- 
berland Gap  became  very  hazardous  to  the 
earrison,  and  comparatively  unimportant  to  us. 
Its  evacuation  fm  accordingly  ordered,  but  on 
the  appeal  of  its  commander,  stating  his  re- 
sources and  ability  for  defence,  favorably  en- 


dorsed by  Major-General  Buckner,  the  orders 
were  suspended  on  the  thirty-first  of  August 
The  main  body  of  our  army  was  encamped  near 
Chattanooga,  whilst  the  cavalry  force,  much  re- 
duced and  enfeebled  by  long  service  on  short 
rations,  was  recruiting  in  the  vicinity  of  Rome, 
Georgia.  Inunediately  after  crossing  the  moim* 
tains  to  the  Tennessee,  the  enemy  threw  a  corps 
bv  way  of  Sequatehie  Valley  to  strike  the  rear  of 
Gfeneral  Buc^er's  command,  whilst  Bumside 
occupied  him  in  front.  One  division  already 
ordered  to  his  assistance  proving  insufficient  to 
meet  the  force  concentratii^  on  him,  Buckner 
was  directed  to  withdraw  to  the  Hiawassee  witii 
his  infantry,  artillery  and  supplies,  and  to  hold 
his  cavalry  in  front  to  check  llie  enemy's  ad* 
vance.  As  soon  as  this  change  was  made,  the 
corps  threatening  his  rear  was  withdrawn,  and 
the  enemy  commenced  a  movement  in  force 
against  our  left  and  rear.  On  the  last  of  August 
it  became  known  that  he  had  crossed  his  main 
force  over  the  Tennessee  River,  at  and  near 
Carpenter's  Ferry,  the  most  accessible  point 
from  Stevenson.  By  a  direct  route  he  was  now 
as  near  our  main  depot  of  supplies  as  we  were, 
and  our  whole  line  of  communication  was  ex- 
posed, whilst  his  was  partially  secured  by  moun- 
tains and  the  river.  By  the  timely  arrival  of 
two  small  divisions  from  Mississippi  our  effective 
force,  exclusive  of  cavalry,  was  now  a  little  over 
thirty-five  thousand,  wim  which  it  was  deter- 
mined to  strike  on  the  first  favorable  opportoniiy. 
Qoselv  watohed  by  pur  cavahry,  which  had  been 
brought  forward,  it  was  soon  ascertained  that  the 
enemy's  general  movement  was  towards  our  left 
and  rear,  in  the  direction  of  Dalton  and  Rome, 
keeping  Lookout  Mountain  between  us.  The 
nature  of  the  country  and  the  want  of  supplies 
in  it,  with  the  presence  of  Bumside's  force  on 
our  right,  rendered  a  movement  on  the  enemy's 
rear  with  our  inferior  force  extremely  hazard- 
ous, if  not  impracticable.  It  was,  therefore, 
determined  to  meet  him  in  front  whenever  he 
should  emerge  from  the  mountain  gorges.  To  do 
this  and  hold  Chattanooga  was  impossible,  with- 
out such  a  division  of  our  small  force  as  to 
endanger  both  parts.  Accordingly  our  troops 
were  put  in  position  on  the  seventh  and  eighth 
of  September,  and  took  position  from  Lee  and 
Gordon's  Mill  to  Lafayette,  on  the  road  leading 
soulh  from  Chattanooga  and  fronting  the  east 
slope  of  Lookout  Mountain.  The  forces  on  the 
Hiawassee  and  at  Chickamauga  Station  took  the 
route  by  Ringgold.  A  small  cavalry  force  was 
left  in  observation  at  Chattanooga,  and  a  brigade 
of  infantry,  strongly  supported  by  cavalry,  was 
left  at  Ringgold  to  hold  the  railroad  and  protect 
it  from  raids. 

As  soon  as  our  movement  was  known  to  the 
enemy,  his  corps  nearest  Chattanooga,  and  which 
had  been  threatening  Buckner's  rear,  was  thrown 
into  tiiat  place,  and  shortiy  thereafter  com- 
menced to  move  on  our  rear  by  the  two  roads 
to  Lafayette  and  Ringgold.  Two  other  corps 
were  now  in  Will's  ValJey,  one  nearly  opx>OBite 
the  head  of  McLemore's  Gove,  a  vaDey  fonned 
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bpr  Lookout  Mountain  and  a  ispur  of  the  main 
ndge  called  Pigeon  Mountain,  and  the  otber  at 
or  near  Colonel  Winston's,  opposite  Alpine. 

During  the  ninth,  it  was  ascertained  that  a 
column,  estimated  at  from  four  thousand  to  eight 
thousand,  had  crossed  Lookout  Mountain  into 
the  cove,  b^  way  of  Stevens'  and  Cooper's  Gfaps. 
Thrown  off  bis  guard  by  our  rapid  movement — 
apparently  in  retreat,  when,  in  reality,  we  had 
.  concentrated  opposite  his  centre— and  deceived 
by  the  information  from  deserters  and  others 
sent  into  his  lines,  the  enemy  pressed  on  his 
columns  to  intercept  us,  and  thus  exposed  him- 
self in  detaiL 

Major-General  Hindman  received  verbal  in- 
structions on  the  ninth  to  prepare  his  division  to 
move  against  this  force,  and  was  informed  that 
another  division  from  Lieutenant-Greueral  Hill's 
command,  at  Lafayette,  would  join  him.  That 
evening  the  following  written  orders  were  issued 
to  Gknerals  Hindman  and  Hill : 

HSADQUAKnERS  AltMT  TUIHMMl,  \ 

Lm  and  Gordon's  MUl,  Ujl^  p.  it,  Sept  9,  iSSa.  J 

Mqjor^Qeneral  Hindman,  commanding  Divis- 
ion : 

GcNRRAL :  You  will  mov^  with  your  division 
immediately  to  Davis'  Cross-roads,  on  the  road 
from  Lafayette  to  Stevens'  Gap.  At  this  point 
you  will  put  yourself  in  communication  with  Ihe 
coliunn  of  General  Hill,  ordered  to  move  to  the 
same  point,  and  take  command  of  the  forces,  or 
report  to  the  officer  commanding  Hill's  column, 
according  to  rank.  If  in  command,  you  will 
move  upon  the  enemy,  reported  to  be  four  thous- 
and or  five  thousand  sfrong,  encamped  at  the 
foot  of  Lookout  Mountain,  at  Stevens'  Gap. 
Another  column  of  the  enemy  is  reported  to  be 
at  Cooper's  GJap — ^number  not  known. 
I  am,  General,  &c., 

KiNLOCH  FaLOONBR, 
AflsisUnt-A^atant-QenenL 

Hbaoquabtbbs  Army  TEf^nssB,        \ 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mil],  U)^  p.  v.,  Sept.  9, 1868.  / 

LieutenarU-Otneral  HiU,  commanding  Corps: 

General  :  I  enclose  orders  given  to  General 
Hindman.  General  Bragg  directs  that  you  send 
or  take,  as  your  judgment  dictates,  Cleburne's 
division  to  unite  with  General  Hindman,  at 
Davis'  Cross-roads  to-morrow  morning.  Hind- 
man starts  at  twelve  o'clock  to-night,  and  he  has 
thirteen  miles  to  make.  The  commander  of  the 
column,  thus  united,  will  move  upon  the  enemy 
encamped  at  the -foot  of  Stevens'  Gap,  said  to  be 
four  thousand  oi  five  thousand.  If  unforeseen 
circumstances  should  prevent  your  movement, 
notify  Hindman.  A  cavalry  force  should  accom- 
pany your  column.  Hindman  has  none.  Open 
conununication  with  Hindman  with  your  cavalry 
in  advance  of  the  junction.  He  marches  on  the 
road  from  Dr.  Anderson's  to  Davis'  Chross-roads. 
I  am  Ghneral,  &c., 

EliNLocH  Falconer, 

Assistant  AdJntaot-GenenL 

On  the  receipt  of  his  order,  during  the  nieht, 
General  Hill  replied  that  the  movement  required 


by  him  was  impractioable,  as  Gtoeral  Cleburne 
was  sick,  aud  both  the  ^ps,  Dug  and  Gatlett's, 
had  been  blocked  by  felkng  timber,  which  would 
require  twenty-four  hours  for  its  removaL 

Not  to  lose  this  favorable  opportunity — ^Hind- 
man, by  a  prompt  movement,  being  already  in 
position — ^the  following  orders  were  issued  at 
eight  A.M.,  on  the  10th,  for  Major-General  Back- 
ner  to  move  with  his  two  divisions  and  report 
to  Hindman: 

HiADQUASIHU  ASlCr  TlUIJiMBiBL  > 

Lee  and  Gordon's  Hill,  8  a.  m.,  Sept.  10, 1863.  J 

Mqjor-Oeneral  Bwchner,  Anderson^s : 

General:  I  enclose  orders  issued  last  night  to 
Generals  Hill  and  Hindman.  General  HiU  has 
found  it  impossible  to  carry  out  the  part  assigned 
to  debume's  division.  The  G^eneral  command- 
ing desires  that  you  wDl  execute,  without  delay, 
the  order  issued  to  General  Hill.  You  can  move 
to  Davis'  Cross-roads  by  the  direct  road,  from 
your  present  position  at  Anderson's,  along  which 
(General  Hindman  has  passed. 
I  am,  General,  &c., 

George  W.  Brent, 

Assistant  AdJotant-OoneraL 

And  both  Hindman  and  Hill  were  notified. 
.  Hindman  had  halted  his  division  at  Moi^gan's, 
some  three  or  four  miles  from  Davis'  Cross- 
roads, in  the  cove,  and  at  this  point  Buckner 
joinea  him,  during  the  afternoon  of  the  tenth. 
Beports  fuUv  confirming  previous  information  in 
regard  to  tne  position  of  the  enemy's  forces, 
were  received  during  the  tenth,  and  it  became 
certain  that  he  was  moving  his  three  columns  to 
form  a  jimction  upon  us,  at  or  near  Lafayette. 
The  corps  near  Colonel  Winston's,  moved  on  the 
'  mountain  towards  Alpine,  a  point  twenty  miles 
south  of  us.  The  one  opposite  the  cove  continued 
its  movement,  and  threw  forward  its  advance  to 
Davis'  Cros»-roads,  and  Crittenden  moved  from 
Chattanooga,  on  the  roads  to  Ringgold  and  Lee 
and  Gordon's  MiUs.    To  strike  these  isolated 
commands  in  succession  was  our  obvious  pc^cy. 
To  secure  more  prompt  and  decided  action  in 
the  movement  ordered  against  the  enemy's  cen- 
tre, my  head-quarters  were  relieved  to  Lafay- 
ette, where  I  arrived  about  half-past  eleven,  pjc., 
on  the  tenth,  and  Lieutenant^leneral  Folk  was 
ordered  forward  with  his  remaining  division  to 
Anderson's,  so  as  to  cover  Hindman's  rear  during 
the  operations  in  the  cove.    At  Lafayette,  I  met 
Major  Nocquet,  engineer    officer    on    Gknerai 
Buckner's  staff,  sent  by  General  Hindman,  atfer 
a  junction  of  their  commands^  to  confer  with  me, 
and  suggest  a  change  in  the  plan  of  operations. 
After  hearing  the  reports  of  this  officer,  and  ob- 
taining from  the  active  and  energetic  cavalry 
commander  in  front  of  our  position,  Brigadier- 
Gkneral  Martin,  the  latest  information  of  the 
enemy's  movements  and  position,  I  verbally  di- 
rected the  Major  to  return  to  General  Hindman 
and  say  that  my  plans  could  not  be  chaneed,  and 
that  he  would  carry  out  his  orders.    At  me  same 
time  the  following  written  orders  were  sent  to 
the  Gkneral  by  courier : 
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JjjaAtmm,  OaI,  13  p.  v.,  September  10, 1863.  / 
Mtnar-Oeneral  Wndmcoit  oommanding^  etc : 

Gen'Bsal  :  Headquarters  are  here,  and  liie  fol- 
lowing is  the  information : 

Crittenden's  corps  is  advancing  on  ns  from 
Chattanooga.  A  ]%rge  force  from  the  south  has 
advanced  to  within  seven  miles  of  this  point 
Polk  is  left  at  Anderson's  to  cover  your  rear. 
General  Bra^g  orders  you  to  attack  and  force 
your  way  through  the  enemy  to  this  point  at 
the  earliest  hour  you  can  see  him  in  the  morn- 
ing. Cleburne  wUl  attack  in  front  the  moment 
your  guns  are  heard. 

I  am,  Oeneral,  etc^ 

Gbobgb  W.  Brent, 

Assistant  A^jatant-GenenL 

Orders  were  also  given  for  Walker's  reserve 
corps  to  move  promptly  and  join  Cleburne's 
division  at  Dug  Gkip,  to  unite  in  the  attack.  At 
the  same  time  Qebume  was  directed  to  remove 
all  obstructions  in  the  road  in  his  front,  which 
was  promptly  done,  and  by^dayhght  he  was 
ready  to  move.  The  obstructions  in  Gatletfb 
Gap  were  also  ordered  to  be  removed,  to  clear 
the  road  in  Hindman's  rear.  Breckinridge's 
diviflioD,  Hill's  corps,  was  kept  in  position  south 
of  La&yette  to  check  any  movement  the  enemy 
might  make  from  that  direction. 

At  daylight,  I  proceeded  to  join  Glebume  at 
Dug  Oap,  and  found  him  waitiz^  the  opening  of 
Hindman's  guns  to  move  on  the  enemy's  flank 
and  rear.  Most  of  the  day  was  spent  in  tiito 
position,  waiting  in  great  anxiety  for  the  attack 
by  Hindman's  oolnmn.  Several  couriers  and 
two  staff  officers  were  dispatched  at  different 
timesy  uiging  him  to  move  with  promptness  and 
y'tgor.  About  tbe  middle  of  the  afternoon,  the 
first  gun  was  heard,  when  the  advance  of  Gle- 
bome's  division  discovered  the  enemy  had  taken 
advantage  of  our  delay  and  retreated  to  the 
mountain  passes.  The  enemy  now  discovered 
his  error,  and  nommenced  to  repair  it  by  witiii- 
dnwing  his  corps  from  the  direction  of  Alpine, 
to  unite  with  the  one  near  McLemore's  Gove, 
whilst  that  was  graduaUv  extended  towards 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills.  Our  movemmit  having 
^us  failed  in  its  justly  anticipated  results,  it 
was  determined  to  tiffnnpou  the  Third  corps- of 
the  enemy,  appreaching  us  from  Ihe  direction 
of  Chattanooga.  The  forces  were  accordingly 
withdrawn  to  Lafayette,  and  Polk's  and  Wfdkw  s 
corps  were  moved  immediately  in  the  direction 
of  Lee  and  (Gordon's  Mills.  The  one  oorps  of 
the  enemy  in  this  direction  was  known  to  be 
divided— one  division  having  been  sent  to 
Rix^ggold.  Upon  learning  the  dispositions  of  the 
enemy  from  our  cavaliy  commander  in  that 
direction,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  twelfth.  Lien- 
tcnant-General  Polk,  commanding  the  aavanoe 
forces,  was  directed  in  the  following  note : 

HsABQUiBTiKS  AxiiT  TfemfxasB,      \ 
LATATsm,  Oa.,  0  p.  M., September  12.  j 

Lieutenant-Genercd  PoCk : 

Gbksral  :  I  enclose  you  a  dispatch  from  Gen- 
eral Pegram.    This  presents  you  a  fine  oppor- 
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tnnity  of  striking  Crittenden  in  detail,  and  I  hope 
you  will  avail  yourself  of  it  at  daylight  to-mor- 
row. This  division  crushed,  and  the  others  are 
yours.  We  can  then  turn  on  the  force  in  the 
cove.  Wheeler's  cavalry  will  move  on  Wilder 
so  as  to  cover  your  right  I  shall  be  delighted 
to  hear  of  your  success. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Braxton  Bragg. 

To  attack  at  daylight  on  the  thirteenth.  Upon 
further  information  ih^  order  was  renewea  in 
two  notes,  at  later  hours  of  the  same  day,  aa 
follows : 


HBADQITABm  ABXT  T«S— IO. 

LATATcm,  Oa.,  6  P.  v.,  September  IS,  1868. 


LieuienofU-General  PoUc,  commanding  Corps:  ' 
General:  I  enclose  you  a  dispatch  marked 
**  A,"  and  I  now  give  you  the  orders  of  the  com- 
manding Generd,  viz. :  to  attack  at  day-dawn 
to-morrow  the  infantry  column  reported  in  said 
dispatch  at  three-quarters  of  a  mile  beyond 
Peavine  Church  on  the  road  to  Graysville  from 
Lafayette. 

I  am,  Gtoeral,  etc., 

Grosob  W.  Brbmt, 
Asslstent  A(Uataat<aeiMraL 

Hbadquabssbr  Arht  Twasauci,     \ 
Lapatris,  Oa.  ,  September  12, 186S.  j 

LietUenant-Oeneral  PoOc,  commanding  Corps : 

General  :  The  enemy  is  approaching  from  the 
south,  and  it  is  higUy  important  that  your 
attack  in  the  morning  should  be  quick  and  de- 
cided.   Let  no  time  be  lost 

I  am.  General,  etc., 

George  W.  Brbnt, 

Asstotant  AdJatsnt-GenersL 

At  eleven  p.  m.,  a  dispatch  was  received  from 
the  General,  stating  that  he  had  taken  a  strong 
position  for  defence,  and  requesting  that  he 
should  be  heavily  reinforced.  He  was  promptly 
ordered  not  to  defer  his  attack,  his  force  beinflr 
already  numerioaliy  superior  to  the  enemy,  i^ 
was  reminded  that  his  success  depended  upon 
the  promptness  and  rapidity  of  his  movements. 
He  was  further  informed  that  Buckner's  corps- 
would  be  moved  within  supporting  distance  the 
next  morning. 

Early  on  the  thirteenth  I  proceeded  to  the 
front,  ahead  of  Buckner's  command,  to  find  that 
no  advance  had  been  made  on  the  enemy,  and 
that  his  forces  had  formed  a  junction  and  re- 
crossed  the  Chickamauga.  Again  disappointed, 
immediate  measures  were  taken  to  place  otir 
trains  and  limited  supplies  in  safe  positions, 
when  all  our  forces  were  concentrated  idong 
the  Chickamauga,  threatening  the  enemy  in  front 
Major-Grenend  Wheeler,  witti  two  divisions  of 
cavalry,  occupied  the  positions  on  the  extreme 
left,  vacated  oy  HUl's  corps,  and  was  directed  to 

gress  the  enemy  in  McLemore's  Cove,  to  divert 
is  attention  from  our  real  movement  BHga- 
dier-General  Forrest,  with  his  own  and  Pegram's: 
division  of  cavalry,  covered  the  movement  on 
our  front  and  right    Brigadier-General  B;  R 
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Johnson,  whose  brigade  had  been  at  Ringgold 
holding  the  railroad,  was  moved  towards  Reed's 
Bridge,  which  brought  him  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the  line.  Walker's  C(tfpB  formed  on 
his  left,  opposite  Alexander's  Bridge.  Buokner's 
next,  near  Ledford's  Ford.  Polk's  opposite  Lee 
'  and  Gordon's  Mills,  and  Hill's  on  die  extreme 
left  With  Johnson  moved  two  brigades,  just 
arrived  from  Mississippi,  and  three  of  Long- 
street's  corps,  all  without  artillery  and  transpor- 
tation. 

The  following  orders  were  issued  on  the  night 
of  the  seventeenth  for  the  forces  to  cross  the 
Chickamauga,  commencing  the  movement  at  six 
o'clock  A.  u.  on  the  eighteenth,  hy  the  extreme 
right,  at  Reed's  Bridge. 


BXADQUAIOBBS  ABXT  TEfmSBU, 
IX  IBB  FOELD,  LKBT'B  TaIT-TASD, 

Seplember  18,  IMS. 
dBOULAB* 
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I.  Johnson's  column  (Hbod's),  on  crossing  at 
or  near  Reed's  Bridge,  wiU  turn  to  the  left  by 
the  most  practicable  route,  and  sweep  np  the 
Chickamauga  towards  Lee  and  (Gordon  s  MiUs. 

IL  Walker,  crossing  at  Alexander's  Bridge, 
will  unite  in  this  move,  and  push  vigorously  on 
the  enemy's  flank  and  rear  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. 

m.  Buckner,  crossing  at  Ledford's  Ford,  will 
join  in  the  movement  to  the  left  and  press  the 
enemy  up  the  stream  from  Polk's  front  at  Lee 
and  Gordon's  MiHs. 

rV.  Polk  will  press  his  forces  to  the  front  of 
Lee  and  Gordon's  MiUs,  and  if  met  by  too  much 
resistance  to  cross  wiU  bear  to  the  right  and 
cross  at  Dalton's  Ford,  or  at  Liedford's,  as  may 
be  necessary,  and  join  the  attack  wherever  the  ^ 
enemy  may  be. 

y.  HiU  will  cover  our  left  flank  frt)m  an  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  from  the  cove,  and,  by  press- 
ing the  cavalry  in  lus  front,  ascertain  if  the  enemv 
is  reinforoizig  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills,  in  which 
event  he  win  attack  them  in  flank. 

YI.  Wheeler's  cavalry  will  hold  the  gap  in 
Pigeon  Mountain,  and  cover  our  rear  and  left 
and  luring  up  the  stragglers. 

VIL  Ail  teams,  etc,  not  with  troops,  should 
go  towards  Ringgold  and  Dalton,  Georgia,  be-, 
yosd  Taylor's  Ridge.    All  cooking  should  be 
done  at  the  trains ;  rations,  when  oaoked,  will 
be  forwarded  to  the  troops. 

VIIL  The  above  movements  will  be  executed 
with  the  utmost  promptness  and  persistenoa. 

By  command  of  General  Bragg. 

Gbobgk  W.  BRBnr, 

AailBtani  A<UutaatrG«iieraL 

The  resistance  ofifered  by  the  enemy's  cavalry 
and  the  difficulties  arising  from  Ihe  bad  and  nar- 
row country  roads,  caused  unexpected  delays  in 
the  execution  of  these  movements.  Though  the 
commander  of  the  right  column  was  several 
times  urgjdd  to  press  forward,  his  crossing  was 
not  effected  until  late  in  the  afternoon.  At  this 
time,  M%jor-GeneralHood,of  Longstreet's  corps, 


arrived  and  assumed  command  of  the  column, 
Brigadier-General  Johnston  resuming  his  impro- 
vised division  of  three  brigades.  Alexander's 
Bridge  was  hotiy  contested  and  finally  broken 
up  bv  the  enemy,  just  as  Greneral  Walker  se- 
cured possession.  He  moved  down  stream, 
however,  a  short  distance,  and  crossed,  as  di- 
rected, at  Boon's  Ford,  and  thus  secured  a  junc- 
tion with  Hood  after  night 

The  movement  was  resumed  at  daylight  on 
the  nineteentib,  and  Buckner's  corps,  with  Cheat- 
ham's division,  of  Polk's,  had  crossed  and  formed, 
when  a  brisk  engagement  commenced  with  our 
CAvahry  under  Forrest  on  the  extreme  right 
About  nine  o'clock,  a  brigade  ftt>m  Walker  was 
ordered  to  Forrest's  Support,  and  soon  after 
Walker  was  ordered  to  attack  with  his  whole 
force.  Our  line  was  now  formed  with  Buckner's 
left  resting  on  the  Ghickamauga,  about  one  mile 
below  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills.  On  his  r^ht  came 
Hood  with  his  own  and  Johnston's  divisions, 
with  W^^er  on  the  extremes  right,  Cheatham's 
division  being  in  reserve,  the  general  direction 
being  a  Utile  east  of  nort^.  The  attack  ordered 
by  our  right  was  made  by  General  Walker  in 
his  usual  gallant  style,  ami  soon  developed  a 
largely  superior  foroe  opposed.  He  drove  them 
handsomely,  however,  and  captured  several  l»t- 
teries  of  artillery  in  most  gallant  charges.  Be- 
fore Cheatham's  division,  ordered  to  his  support, 
could  reach  him  he  had  been  pressed  back  to  his 
first  position  by  the  extended  lines  of  the  enemy 
assailing  him  oa  both  flanks.  The  two  commands 
united  were  soon  enabled  to  force  the  enemy 
back  again,  and  recover  our  advantage,  though 
we  were  yet  greatly  outnumbered.  These  move- 
ments on  our  right  were  in  a  direction  to  leave 
an  opening  in  our  line  between  Cheatham  and 
Hood.  Stewart's  division,  forming  Buckner's 
second  Une,  was  thrown  to  the  right  to  fill  this, 
and  it  soon  became  hotly  engaged,  as  did  Hood's 
whole  front.  The  enemy,  wnoseleft  was  at  Lee 
and  Gordon's  Mills  when  our  movement  com- 
menced, had  rapidly  transferred  forces  from  his 
extreme  right,  ohan^g  his  entire  line,  and 
seemed  disposed  to  dispute,  with  all  his  ability, 
our  effr>rt  to  gain  the  main  road  to  Chattanooga 
in  his  rear.  lieutsDant^^eneral  Polk  was  or- 
dered to  move  his  remaining  division  across  at 
the  nearest  ford,  and  to  assume  tiie  command  in 

Serson  on  oui  right    Hill's  coips  was  also  or- 
ered  to  cross  below  Lee  and  Gordon's  Milto 
andjoin  the  line  on  the  right 

Wnilst  these  movements  were  being  made  our 
right  and  centre  were  heavily  and  almost  oon* 
stantly  engaged.  Stewart,  by  a  vigorous  assauh;, 
l»'oke  the  enemy's  centre,  and  penetrated  &r 
into  his  lines,  but  was  obliged  to  retire  for  want 
of  sufficient  force  to  meet  the  heavy  enfilade 
fire  which  he  encountered  from  the  right  Hood, 
later  engaged,  advanced  from  the  first  fire,  and 
continued  to  drive  the  foroe  in  his  front  until 
night  Clebume's  division,  of  Hill's  corps,  which 
first  reached  the  ri^ht,  was  ordered  to  attack 
immediately,  in  conjunction  with  the  force  al- 
ready engaged.    This  veteran  command,  under 
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its  gaDant  chief,  moved  to  its  work  after  sunset, 
taking  the  enemy  completely  by  snrprise,  driv- 
iug  him  in  great  disorder  for  nearly  a  mile,  and 
inflicting  a  very  heavy  loss.  Night  found  us 
masters  of  the  ground,  after  a  series  of  very 
obstinate  contests  with  largely  superior  num- 
bers. 

From  captured  prisoners  and  others  we 
learned  with  certainty  that  we  had  encountered 
the  enemy's  whole  force,  which  had  been  mov- 
ing day  and  night  since  tney  first  ascertained  the 
direction  of  our  march.  Orders  had  been  eiven 
for  the  rapid  march  to  the  field  of  all  reinforce- 
ments amving  by  railroad,  and  three  additional 
brigades  from  this  source  joined  us  early  next 
morning.  The  remaining  forces  on  our  extreme 
left,  eaat  of  the  Chickamauga,  had  been  ordered 
up  early  in  the  afternoon,  but  reached  the  field 
too  late  to  participate  in  the  engagement  of  that 
day.  They  were  ordered  into  line  on  iheir  arri- 
val, and  disposed  for  a  renewal  of  the  action 
early  the  next  morning.  Information  was  re- 
ceived from  LieutenantrGeneral  Longstre^t  of 
his  arrival  at  Ringgold  and  departure  for  the 
field.  Five  small  brigades  of  his  corps,  about 
five  thousand  effective  infantry  (no  artillery), 
reached  us  in  time  to  participate  in  the  action, 
three  of  them  on  the  mneteenth,  and  two  more 
on  the  twentieth. 

Upon  the  close  of  the  engagement  on  the 
evening  of  the  nineteenth,  the  proper  command- 
ers ^ere  summoned  to  my  camp  fire,  and  there 
received  specific  information  and  instructions 
touching  tiie  disposition  of  the  troops,  and 
for  the  operations  of  the  next  morning.  The 
whole  force  was  divided  for  the  next  morning 
into  two  commands  and  assigned  to  the  two 
senior  Lieutenant-Genends,  Longstreet  and  Polk. 
The  former  to  the  left  where  all  his  own  troops 
were  stationed,  the  latter  continuing  his  com- 
mand of  the  rights  Lieutenant^neral  Long- 
street  reached  my  headquarters  about  eleven  p. 
v.,  and  immediately  received  his  instructionB. 
After  a  few  hours  rest  at  my  camp  fire,  he 
moved  at  daylight  to  his  line  iust  in  front  of 
my  poBitiou.  Lieutenant-Generai  Polk  was  or- 
dered to  assail  the  enemy  on  our  extreme  right 
at  day-dawn  on  the  twentieth,  and  to  take 
up  the  attack  in  succession  rapidly  to  the  left. 
The  left  wing  was  to  await  the  attack  by  the 
right,  take  it  promptly  when  made,  and  the 
whole  lino  was  then  to  be  pushed  vigorously 
aiid  persistently  against  the  enemy  throughout 
its  extent.  Before  the  dawn  of  day  myselt  and 
staff  were  ready  for  the  saddle,  occupying  a 
position  immediately  in  rear  of  and  accessible 
to  all  parts  of  the  line.  With  increasing  anx- 
iety and  disappointment  I  waited  until  after 
sunrise  without  hearing  a  ^un,  and  at  length 
dispatched  a  staff  officer  to  LieutenanMreneral 
Polk  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  delay,  and 
ur^e  him  to  a  prompt  and  ^cedy  movement 
This  ofllcer,  riot  finding  the  Ueneral  with  his 
troops,  and  learning  where  he  had  spent  the 
night,  proceeded  across  Alexander's  Bridge  to 
the  eaat  aide  of  the  Chickamauga  and  there  de- 


livered my  measaj^e.  '  Proceeding  in  person  to 
the  right  wing,  I  found  the  troops  not  even  pre- 
pared for  the  movement  Messengers  were  im- 
mediately dispatched  for  Lieutenant^neral 
Polk,  and  he  shortly  after  joined  me.  My  orders 
were  renewed,  and  the  General  was  urged  to 
their  prompt  execution,  the  more  important  as 
the  ear  was  saluted  throughoVt  the  night  with 
the  sounds  of  the  axe  and  falling  timber,  as  tiie 
enemy  industriously  labored  to  strengthen  hia 
position  by  hastily  constructed  barrioules  and 
breastworks.  A  reconnoissance  made  in  the 
front  of  our  extreme  right,  during  this  delay, 
crossed  the  main  road  to  Chattanooga,  and 
proved  the  important  fact  that  this  greatly  de- 
sired position  was  open  to  our  possession. 

The  reasons  assigned  for  this  unfortunate  de- 
lay by  the  wing  commander  appear  in  part  in 
the  reports  of  hia  subordinates.  It  is  sufficient 
to  say,  they  are  entirely  unsatisfactory.  It  aJso 
appears  from  these  reports  that  when  the  action 
was  opened  on  the  right,  about  ten.o'dock  a.  m., 
the  troops  were  moved  to  the  assault  in  detail 
and  by  detachments,  unsupported  until  nearly 
all  parts  of  the  right  wine  were  in  turn  re- 
pulsed with  heavy  loss.  Our  troops  were  led 
with  the  greatest  gallantry,  and  exhibited  great 
coolness,  bravery,  and  heroic  devotion.  ^  no 
instance  did  they  fail,  when  called  on,  to  raUy 
and  return  to  the  charge.  But  though  invariably 
driving  the  enemy,  with  great  slaughter,  at  the 
points  assailed,  they  were  compelled  in  turn  to 
yield  to  the  greatly  superior  numbers  constantly 
brought  against  them.  The  attack  on  the  left, 
promptly  made  as  ordered,  met  with  less  resist- 
ance, much  of  the  enemy's  strength  having  been 
transferred  to  our  right,  and  was  successfully 
and  vigorously  followed  up.  About  two  p.  k., 
passing  along  the  line  to  our  left,  I  found  we 
had  been  checked  in  our  progress  by  encoun- 
tering a  strong  position,  stien^hened  by  works 
and  Obstinately  defended.  Unable  to  afford  as- 
sistance from  any  other  part  of  the  field,  writ- 
ten orders  were  immediately  dispatched  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Generai Polk  to  aeaiu  assault  the  enemy 
in  his  front  with  his  whole  force,  and  to  persist 
until  he  should  dislodge  him  from  his  position. 
Directing  the  operations  on  our  left  to  be  con- 
tinued, I  movea  again  to  the  right  and  soon  dis- 
patched a  staff  omcer  to  Geneial  Polk,  ui^ing  a 
prompt  and  vigorous  execution  of  my  written 
orders.  About  four  p.  m.,  this  general  assault 
was  made  and  the  attack  was  continued  from 
right  to  left  until  the  enemy  gave  way  at  differ- 
ent points,  and,  finally,  about  dark,  yielded  ua 
his  line.  The  contest  was  severe,  but  the  im- 
petuous charee  of  our  troops  could  not  be  re- 
sisted when  uiey  were  brought  to  bear  in  full 
force,  even  where  the  enemy  possessed  all 
the  advantage  of  position  and  breastworks. 
The  troops  were  halted  by  Aeir  respective 
commandera,  when  the  darkfneaa  of  the  night 
and  the  density  of  the  forest  rendered  further 
movements  uncertain  and  dangerous,  and  the 
army  bivouacked  on  the  ground  it  had  so  gal- 
lantly won.    Both  flanks  having  adyanced  more 
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rapidly  than  the  centre,  they  were  found  con- 
fronting each  other  in  lines  nearly  parallel  and 
within  artillery  range.  Any  advance  by  them, 
especially  at  night,  over  ground  bo  thickly 
wooded,  might  have  resulted  in  the  most  serious 
consequences. 

The  enemy,  though  driven  from  his  lines,  still 
confronted  us,  a|yl  desultory  firing  was  heard 
until  eight  p.  M.  Other  noises,  indicating  move- 
ments and  dispositions  for  the  morrow,  contin- 
ued until  a  late  hgur  at  night 

During  the  operations  b^  Hie  main  forces,  on 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth,  the  cavalry,  on 
the  flanks,  was  actively  and  usefully  einployed, 
holding  the  enem^  in  observation  and  threaten- 
ing or  assailine  him  as  occasion  offered.  From 
the  report  of  Major-General  Wheeler,  com- 
manding on  the  left,  it  will  be  seen  what  im- 
portant service  was  rendered,  both  on  the 
twentieth  and  twenty-first,  by  his  command,  es- 
pecially in  the  capture  of  prisoners  and  prop- 
erty, and  in  the  dispersion  of  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry. Brigadier  (General  Forrest's  report  will 
show  equally  gallant  and  valuable  services  by 
his  command  on  our  right 

Exhausted  by  two  days'  battle,  with  very  lim- 
ited supply  of  provisions,  and  aknost  destitute 
of  water,  some  time  in  daylight  was  absolutely 
essential  for  our  troops  to  supply  these  neces- 
saries and  replenish  their  ammunition  before 
renewing  the  contest  Availing  myself  of  this 
neccssarv  delay  to  inspect  and  readjust  my  lines, 
I  moved,  as  soon  as  daylight  served,  on  the 
twenty-first  On  my  arrival,  about  sunrise,  near 
Lieutenant-Cxeneral  Polk's  bivouac,  I  met  the 
eyer-vigllaut  General  LiddeU,  commanding  a 
division  in  our  front  line,  who  was  awaiting  the 
General,  to  report  that  his  pickets  this  morning 
discovered  the  enemy  had  retreated  during  the 
night  from  his  immediate  front  Instructions 
were  promptly  given  to  Rush  forward  our  whole 
line  of  skirmishers  to  the  front,  and  I  moved  to 
the  left  and  extended  these  orders.  All  the 
cavalry  at  hand,  including  my  personal  guard, 
were  ordered  to  the  front  Members  of  mv 
staff,  in  passing  through  the  lines  of  our  left 
wing  with  their  escort,  were  warned  of  danger, 
and  told  that  they  were  entering  on  the  neutral 
ground  between  us  and  the  enemy.  But  this 
proved  to  be  an  error,  and  our  cavalry  soon 
came  upon  the  enemy's  rear  guard,  where  the 
main  road  passes  tlirough  Missionary  Ridge.  He 
had  availed  himself  of  the  night  to  wimdraw 
from  our  front,  and  his  main  body  was  already 
in  position  within  his  lines  at  Chattanooga.  Any 
immediate  pursuit  by  our  infantiy  and  artillery 
would  have  been  fruitless,  as  it  was  not  deemed 
practicable,  with  our  weak  and  exhausted  forces, 
to  assail  the  enemy,  now  more  than  double  our 
numbers,  behind  his  intrenchments.  Though  we 
had  defeated  him  and  driven  him  from  the  field 
with  heavy  loss  in  men,  arms,  and  artillery,  it  had 
only  been  done  by  heavy  sacrifices,  in  repeated, 
persistent,  and  most  gallant  assaults  upon  supe- 
rior numbers  strongly  posted  and  protected. 

The   conduct   of  our  troops  was  excellent 


throughout  the  prolonged  contest  0 
where  success  seemed  impossible, 
failed  to  rally  and  return  to  the  chr^ 
last  combined  and  determined  effr* 
the  spirit  of  every  man  seemed  to  < 
success,  was  crowned  with  the  re^■ 
such  gallantry  in  a  just  cause. 

Our  loss  was  in  proportion  to  thr 
and  obstinate  struggle.    Two-fifthp 
lant  troops  had  fallen,  and  the  numb* 
and  staff  officers  stricken  down  wil* 
how  these  troops  were  led.      hi 
Hood,  the  model  soldier  and  inspirij> 
after  contributing  largely  to  our  sut 
suffered  the  irreparable  loss  of  a  le^ 
valuable  life  should  be  spared  to  ub 
a  source  of  thankfulness  and  gratit 
G^nersd  Hindman,  highly  distingui. 
lantiy  and  good  conduct,  receiv- 
contusion,  but  persisted  in  keepin^ 
until  he  witnessed  the  success  i 
command  largely  participated.     B 
erals  B.  H.  Helm,  Preston  Smit] 
Deshla  died  upon  the  field  in  the  her 
of  duty.    They  were  true  patrioti 
soldiers,  and  worthy  of  the  high  re; 
eigoyed.    Brigadier-Cknerals  Adan 
McNair  fell  severely  wounded,  wl 
leading  their  commands  in  the  tfa     ' 
fight     It  is  gratifying  to  know  th 
lescing,  and  will  be  again  found  a 
duty  and  danger. 

Judging  from  appearances  on 
enemy^B  losses  must  have  exceed 
largely,  but  we  have  no  means  of  t 
mating  them.  We  captured  over  e 
prisoners,  fifty-one  pieces  of  art 
thousand  stand  of  small  arms,  and 
ammunition,    with   wagons,   aml> 
teams,  medicines,  and  hospital  st 
quantities.    The  accompanying  ma 
three  and  four — ^based  on  accurate 
afford  the  necessa^  information  t 
understanding  of  the  movements  u 
The  positions  of  the  troops  on  the  ; 
mostly  from  the  sketches  of  thi 
commanders.    The  times  selected 
were  the  morning  of  the  nineteei 
action  commenced ;  the  morning 
tieth,  and  the  evening  of  the  twt 
close  of  the  operations.    There  h ' 
delay  in  rendering  some  of  the  fi'' 
ports,  and  none  have  been  receive 
tenant-Q^nerals  Polk  and  Hill,  and 
brigades  in  Lonestreet's  corps.    T 
these  has  caused  a  delay  in  makii> 
and  induced  me  to  defer  forward' 
hoping  that  all  might  be  submittc 

ror  the  many  deeds  o&daring  n 
roic  devotion  exhibited  on  this  (< 
is  made  to  the  subordinate  report 
remarked  that  the  private  soldieT 
distinguished,  as  he  always  will ) 
where  the  rank  and  file  is  made  u^ 
citizens  of  the  country. 

The  medical  officers,  both  in  th 
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tho  hospitalB,  earned  fhe  loBting  gratitude  of  the 
Boldier,  and  deserve  the  highest  commendation. 
The  great  number  of  wounded  thrown  suddenly 
upon  their  hands  taxed  every  energy  and  every 
facally.  With  means  greatfy  inadequate,  espe- 
cial !y  in  tranej'ortation,  they  soon  reduced  con- 
fasion  into  order,  and,  by  assiduity  and  skill, 
afforded  to  the  gallant  sufferers  that  temporal 
relief  for  which  they  might  look  in  vain  to  any 
other  source.  In  this  connection,  it  is  a  pleasing 
duty  to  ackno'^ledge  in  grateful  terms  tne  deep 
indehtededness  of  me  sumy  to  the  Hospital  Re- 
lief Associations,  which  so  promptly  and  so 
generously  pressed  forward  their  much-needed 
assistance.  Under  the  admirable  management 
of  their  officers  in  Atlanta,  we  were  soon  fur- 
nished with  every  necessary  and  comfort,  and 
stores  continued  to  arrive  until  notice  was  given 
that  our  wants  were  all  supplied.  The  officers 
of  my  staff,  personal  and  general,  served  me  on 
this  field  and  on  the  arduous  marches,  proceed- 
ing with  their  usual  zeal,  intelligence  and 
gmlantTy. 

Ill©  whole  cavalry  force  having  been  dis- 
patched to  press  the  enemy  and  cut  off  detach- 
ments, orders  were  given  for  the  army  to  move 
to  a  point  near  tho  railroad  and  convenient  to 
water,  still  interposing  between  the  enemy  and 
our  large  number  of  wounded,  our  trophies,  and 
our  wounded  prisoners,  whose  removal  from  the 
field  occupied  many  days. 

Our  supplies  of  all  kinds  were  greatly  reduced, 
the  railroad  having  been  constancy  occupied  in 
transnortin^  troops,  prisoners,  and  our  wounded, 
and  the  bndges  having  been  destroved  to  a 
point  two  miles  south  of  Ringgold.    These  sup- 
plies were  ordered  to  be  replenished,  and  as'soon 
as  it  was  seen  lliat  we  could  be  subsisted,  the 
army  was  Inoved  forward  to  seize  and  hola  the 
only  communication  the  enemy  had  with  his 
BuppHes  in  the  rear.    His  important  road,,  and 
the  shortest  by  half  to  his  depot  at  Bridgeport, 
lay  along  the  south  bank  of  the  Tennessee.   The 
holding  of  this  all-important  route  was  confided 
to    Lieutenant-Oeneral  Longstreet's  command, 
and  its  possession  forced  the  enemy  to  a  road 
double  the  length,  over  two  ranges  of  moim- 
tains,  by  wagon  transportation.    At  the  same 
time,  our  cavalry,  in  targe  force,  was  thrown 
across  the  river  to  operate  on  this  long  and  diffi- 
cult route.    These  dispositions,  faithfully  sus- 
'  tained,  insured  the  enemy's  speedy  evacuation 
of  Chattanooga  for  want  of  food  and  forage. 
Possessed  of  the  shortest  road  to  his  depot,  and 
the  one  by  which  reinforcements  must  reach 
bim,  we  held  him  at  our  mercy,  and  his  destruc- 
tion was  only  a  question  of  time.    The  disas- 
trous loss  of  these  advantages  must  be  the 
subject  of  a  future  coftmunication.    The  sug- 
gestion of  a  movement  by  our  right,  imme<n- 
ately  after  the  battle,  to  the  north  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, and  thence  upon   Nashville,  requires 
notics  only  because  it  will  find  a  place  on  the 
files  of  the  department    Such  a  movement  was 
utterly  impossible  for  want  of  transportation. 
Nearly  half  our  army  consisted  of  reinforce- 


ments just  before  the  battle,  without  a  wagon  of 
an  artillery  horse,  and  nearly,  if  not  quite,  a  tiiird 
of  the  artillerv  horses  on  the  field  had  been  lost. 
The  railroad  bridges,  too,  had  been  destroyed  to 
a  point  south  of  Rif^gold,  and,  in  all,  the  road 
from  Cleveland  to  &oxville.  To  these  insur- 
mountable difficulties  were  added  the  entire  ab- 
sence of  means  to  cross  the  river,  except  by 
fording  at  a  few  precarious  points  too  deep  for 
artillery,  and  the  weJl-known  danger  of  sudden 
rises,  by  which  all  communication  would  be  cut, 
a  contingency  which  did  actually  happen  a  few 
days  after  the  visionary  scheme  was  proposed. 
But  the  most  serious  objection  to  the  proposi- 
tion was  ite  entire  want  of  military  propnety. 
It  abandoned  to  the  enemy  our  entire  fine  of 
communication,  and  laid  open  to  him  our  depots 
of  supplies,  whilst  it  placed  us  with  a  greatly 
inferior  force  beyond  a  difficult  and,  at  times, 
impassable  river,  in  a  country  affording  no  sub- 
sistence to  men  or  animals.  It  also  left  open  to 
the  enemy,  at  a  distance  of  only  ten  miles,  our 
battle-field,  witii  thousands  of  our  wounded  and 
his  own,  and  all  the  trophies  and  supplies  we 
had  won.  AW  this  was  to  be  risked  and  given 
up  for  what  ?  To  gain  the  enemy^  rear  and  cut 
hun  off  from  his  depot  of  supplies  by  the  route 
over  the  mountains,  when  the  very  movement 
abandoned  to  his  unmolested  use  the  better  and 
more  practicable  route  of  half  the  length  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river.  It  is  hardly  necessarv 
to  say  the  proposition  was  not  even  entertained, 
whatever  may  have  been  the  inferences  drawn 
from  subsequent  movements. 
I  am.  Sir,  very  respectfully. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

Bbaxton  Braoo, 

GenoraL 

'  Wabh  anomB, Ojl,  Juhomxj  2, 1864. 

GenerdL  8.  Cooper^  A^JffvtarU-Oenera^  C,  8.  A, : 
Sir  :  I  forward  the  reports  of  the  battles  of 
Chickamauga  by  mv  aid-de-camp.  Lieutenant 
Ellis.  The  maps  of  me  battle-field  have  been  so 
long  and  so  unexpectedly  delayed  that  I  conclude 
not  to  wait  for  them  any  longer.  They  are  daily 
expeeted  from  Dalton,  where  I  left  them  nearly 
completed,  and  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  re- 
solved. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfuily. 

Your  obedient  servant^ 

Braxtok  Braoo, 

BEFOBT  OV  UEOTENANT^ENSBAL  LONGSIBEST. 


HSAl  C&ilTrAKOOGA,  1 

Ootobor.  180S.        / 

Cokmd  George  WitUam  Brent,  Assistara  A(fju- 

(ant-General : 

Coi/>?rxL :  Our  train  reached  Catoosa  platform, 
near  Ringgold,  about  two  o'clock  in  tiie  after- 
noon of  the  nineteenth  of  September.  As  soon 
as  our  horses  came  up,  about  four  o'clock,  I 
started  with  Colonel  Sorrel  and  Colonel  Manning, 
of  mv  staff,  to  find  the  headquarters  of  the  com- 
manaing  General    We  missed  our  way,  and  did 
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not  report  until  near  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  Upon 
mj  arrival,  I  was  informed  that  the  troops  had 
been  eugaged  during  the  day  in  severe  skirmish- 
ing, whue  endeavoring  to  get  in  line  for  battle. 
The  commanding  General  gave  me  a  map  show- 
ing the  roads  and  streams  between  ix)okout 
Mountain  and  tiie  Chickamanga  River,  and  a 
general  description  of  oilr  position,  and  informed 
me  that  the  battle  was  ordered  at  daylight  the 
next  morning ;  the  action  to  be  brought  on  upon 
our  right,  and  to  be  taken  up  successively  to  the 
left ;  the  general  movement  to  be  a  wheel  upon 
my  extreme  left  as  a  pivot  I  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  left  wing,  composed  of 
Hood's  and  Hindman's  divisions,  an  improvised 
division  under  Brigadier-General  B.  R.  Johnson, 
and  Buckner*s  corps,  consisting  of  Stewart's  and 
Preston's  divisions.  The  artiUery  consisted  of 
the  battalions  of  Majors  Williams,  Robertson, 
and  Leyden,  together  with  some  other  batteries 
attached  to  brigades. 

As  soon  as  day  of  the  twentieth  had  dawned, 
I  rode  to  the  front  to  find  my  troops.  The  line 
was  arranged  from  the  right  to  me  left  as  fol- 
lows: Stewart's,  Johnson's,  Hindman's  and 
Preston's  divisions.  Hood's  division  (of  which 
only  three,  brigades  were  up)  was  somewhat  in 
the  rear  of  Johnson's.  Kershaw's  and  Hum- 
phreys' brigades,  McLaws'  division,  were  order- 
ed forward  from  Ringgold  the  night  before,  but 
were  not  yet  up.  General  McLaws  had  not  ar- 
rived from  Richmond.  I  set  .to  work  to  have 
the  line  adjusted  by  closing  to  the  right,  in 
order  to  occupy  some  vacant  ground  between 
the  two  wings,  and  to  make  room  for  Hood  in 
the  front  line.  The  divisions  were  ordered  to 
form  with  two  brigades  in  the  frontline,  and  one 
supporting  where  there  were  but  three  brigades, 
and  two  supporting  where  there  were  more  than 
"three.  General  Hood  was  ordered  fb  take  the 
brigades  qf  Kershaw  and  Humphreys  and  use 
them  as  supports  for  his  division,  thus  making 
his  division  the  main  column  of  attack.  Before 
these  arrangements  were  completed,  the  attack 
was  made  by  our  right  wing  about  ten  o'clock. 
The  battle  seemed  to  rage  with  considerable 
fury,  but  did  not  progress  as  had  been  antici- 
pated. As  soon  as  I  was  prepared,  I  sent  to 
the  coounanding  General  to  sugeest  that  I  had 
probably  better  make  my  attMX.  Before  the 
messenger  returned,  I  heard  that  the  command- 
ing Greneral  had  sent  orders  for  the  division 
conomanders  to  move  forward  and  attack.  I  had 
no  time  to  find  the  officer  who  brought  the 
order,  as  some  of  the  troops  were  in  motion 
when  I  heard  of  it  Upon  this  information,  I  at 
once  issued  orders  to  attack  to  the  troops  not 
ah*eady  in  motion,  holding  one  of  Buckner's  divis- 
ions (Preston's)  in  reserve.  As  the  battle  upon  our 
right  was  not  so  successful  as  had  been  expected 
in  the  plan  of  attack,  I  was  obliged  to  reverse 
the  order  of  battle,  by  retaining  my  right  some- 
where near  the  left  of  the  right  wing.  To  do 
this,  Stewart's  division  was  obRged  to  halt  upon 
reaching  the  Lafayette  and  Gmittaiiooga  road. 
Hood's  column  broke  the  enemy's  line  near  the 


Brotberton  hoiue,  and  made  its  wheel  to  die 
right.  In  making  this  movement,  Major-General 
Hood  fell  severely,  and  it  was  feared  mortally, 
woQnded,  bv  a  Minie  ball  breaking  his  thigh. 
He  had  broken  the  enemy's  line,  however,  and 
his  own  troops  and  those  to  his  right  and  left 
continued  to  press  the  enemy  with  such  spirit 
and  force  that  he  could  not  resist  us. 

Brigadier-General  Law  succeeded  to  the  com- 
mand of  Hood's  division,  and  Brigadier-General 
Kershaw  to  the  command  of  the  two  brigades 
of  McLaws'  division.  General  Kershaw  haviug 
received  no  definite  orders  himself  (being  under 
the  command  of  General  Hood,)  and  not  being  ad- 
vised of  the  wheel  to  the  right,  had  gained  more 
ground  to  the  front  than  was  intended  in  the 
movement  of  his  two  brigades.  Johnson's  di- 
vision followed  the  movement  made  by  Hood, 
and  gained  the  Crawfish  Spring  and  Chattanooga 
road,  having  a  full  share  in  the  conflict 

Major-General  Hindman,  in  command  of  my 
left  division,  first  met  the  enemy  near  the  Vine- 
yard house,  and  drove  him  back  upon  his  strong 
position  near  the  widow  Glenn's,  or  burnt  house. 
By  a  well-directed  front  and  flank  attack,  he 
gained  the  position  after  a  severe  struggle.  The 
enemy's  dead  at  this  point  mark  well  his  line  <»( 
battle.  Hindman  was  then  ordered  to  move  by 
his  right  flank  and  reinforce  Johnson,  near  tlie 
Villets  house,  who  was  pressing  forward  against 
great  odds. 

About  three  o'clock  in  tSe  afternoon,  I  asked 
the  commanding  General  for  some  of  the  troops 
of  the  right  wing,  but  was  informed  by  him  that 
they  had  been  beaten  back  so  badly  that  they 
could  be  of  no  service  to  me.  I  had  bat  one  di- 
vision that  had  not  been  engaged,  and  hesitated 
to  venture  to  put  it  in,  as  our  distress  upon  our 
right  seemed  to  be  almost  as  great  as  that  of  the 
enemy  upon  his  right  I  therefore  concluded  to 
hold  Preston  for  the  time,  and  urge  on  to  renewed 
efibrts  our  brave  men  who  had  already  been  en- 
gaged many  hours.  The  heights  extending 
from  the  Villets  house  across  to  the  Snodgrass 
house,  gave  the  enemy  strong  Rroond  upon 
which  to  rally.  Here  he  gathered  most  of  his 
broken  forces  and  reinforced  them.  After  a 
long  and  bloody  struggle,  Johnson  and  Hindman 
gained  the  heights  near  the  Crawfish  Spring 
road.  Kershaw  made  a  most  handsome  attack 
upon  the  heights  at  the  Snodgrass  house,  simul- 
taneously with  Johnson  and  Hindman,  but  wasm  >t 
strong  enough  for  the  work.  It  was  evident  that 
with  this  position  gained,  I  should  be  complete 
master  of  uie  field.  I  therefore  ordered  General 
Buckner  to  move  Preston  forward.  Before  tki?. 
however,  General  Buckner  had  established  a  bat- 
tery of  twelve  ffuns,  raking  down  the  enemy's  line 
winch  opposed  our  rigkt  wing,  and  at  the  s^ie 
time  having  fine  play  upon  any  force  that  might 
attempt  toreinfiorce  tiie  hill  that  he  was  about  to 
attack.  Qoneral  Stewart,  of  his  oorps,  was  also 
ordered  to  move  against  any  such  force  in  flank. 
The  combination  was  well  timed  and  arrranged. 
Preston  dashed  gallantly  at  the  hilL  Stewart 
flanked  a  reinforcing  column,  and  captured  a 
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hi^  portioD  of  it  At  the  same  time,  ^be  fire 
of  the  battery  strnek  snoh  terror  into  a  heavy 
force  doBO  luider  it,  that  we  took  there  also  a 
large  mimber  of  prisoners.  Pk-eston's  assault, 
though  not  a  complete  success  at  the  onset, 
taken  in  oonnectioii  with  tbe  other  operations, 
crippled  the  enemy  so  badly  that  haa  ranks  were 
baa^  broken,  md  by  a  flank  movement  aud 
another  advance  the  heights  were  gained. 
These  xeinforcements  were  the  enemy's  last  or 
reserve  corps,  and  a  part  also  of  the  line  Ihat 
had  been  opposing  our  right  win^  during  the 
morning,  liie  enemy  broke  up  in  great  con- 
fusion along  my  front,  and,  about  the  same  time, 
the  right  wing  made  a  gallant  dash  and  gained 
the  line  tiiat  had  been  held  so  long  and  obstin- 
ately aninst  it.  A  simultaneous  and  continuous 
shout  &ora  the  two  wings  announced  our  suc- 
cess complete.  The  enemy  had  fought  every 
man  tiiatne  had,  and  every  one  had  been  in  turn 
beaten.  As  it  was  almost  dark,  1  ordered  my 
line  to  remain  as  it  was ;  ammunition  boxes  to  be 
refilled,  stragglers  to  be  cottected,  and  every- 
thing in  readiness  for  the  pursuit  in  the  morning. 

'Early  on  tiie  twenty-first^  the  commanding 
Qeneral  stopped  at  my  bivouac  aud  asked  my 
views  as  to  our  future  movements.  I  suggested 
crossing  the  river  above  Chattanooga,  so  as  to 
make  ourselves  sufficientiy  felt  on  the  enemy's 
rear,  as  to  ioroe  his  evacuation  of  Chattanooga 
-—indeed,  force  him  back  upon  Nashville,  and, 
if  we  should  find  our  transportation  inadequate 
for  a  continuance  of  this  movement,  to  follow 
up  the  railroad  to  Knoxville,  destroy  Bumside, 
and  &om  there  threaten  the  enemy's  railroad 
commimication  in  rear  of  Nashville. 

This  I  supposed  to  be  the  only  practicable 
flank  movement,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  our 
transportation ;  and  it  seemed  to  keep  us  very 
nearly  as  close  to  the  railroad  as  we  were  at  the 
time.  At  parting,  I  understood  the  commanding 
Qeneral  to  agree  that  sueh  was  probably  our 
best  move,  and  that  he  was  about  to  give  the 
necessary  orders  for  its  execution.  Orders  came 
in  the  afternoon  for  the  march.  The  rear  of  the 
right  wing  did  not  move  untU  quite  dtrk.  I 
did  not,  therefore,  put  my  wing  in  motion  till 
daylight "tiie  following  morning.  Before  moving 
on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-second,  McLaws' 
division  was  ordered  to  follow  the  enemy  on  to 
GhattSDOoga.  The  remainder  of  the  command 
marched  for  the  Red  House  Ford,  and  halted 
about  noon.  During  that  night  I  received  orders 
tomardi  the  entire  oonunand  back  to  Chatta- 
nooga, and  moved  in  pursuance  thereof  early 
on  Vie  twenty-third.  We  reached  the  Wa^ins 
Souse  about  eleven  o'dock  a.  m.,  and  proceeded 
to  take  up  a  line  around  the  enmny's  position  at 
Chattanooga.  I  desin  to  mention  the  foUowing 
named  oncers  as  distinguished  for  conduot  and 
ability,  viz.:  Major-Omierals  Hood,  Buckner, 
Hindman,  and  Stewart;  Brigadier-Generals  B. 
K  Johnson,  Preston,  Law  (respectively  in  com- 
mand of  division),  Kershaw,  Fatten,  Anderson, 
Qracie,  McNair  (severely  wotmded),  and  Colonels 
Thgg  and  Kelly,  hoik  in  command  of  brigades. 


Honorable  mention  should  also  be  made  of 
Brigadier-Gknerals  Humphreys,  Benning,  Deas, 
Clayton,  Bate,  Brown,  Robertson,  and  Manigault 
For  more  detailed  accounts  of  the  noble  deeds 
performed  by  our  gallant  officers  and  brave  sol- 
diers, I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  my  junior 
officers.  The  steady,  good  conduct  throngbout 
the  long  conflict  of  the  subordinate  officers  and 
men  whioh  the  limits  of  this  report  will  not 
permit  me  to  particularize,  is  worthy  of  the 
highest  praise  and  admiration.  I  am  greatly 
indebted  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sorrel,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General,  LieutenantColonel  Manning, 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  Major  Latrobe,  Assistant 
Adjutant  and  Inspector-C^neral,  and  Captain 
Manning,  Signal  Corps,  for  their  able,  untiring, 
and  giulant  assistance.  Colonel  Manning  re- 
ceived a  painful  wound.  The  movement  of 
Stewart's  oivision  against  tiie  enemy's  reinforce- 
ments was  made  upon  the  suggestion  of  Colonel 
Sorrel  and  Captain  Manning.  The  result  was 
the  beginning  of  the  generd  break  throughout 
the  enemy's  line.  My  other  staff  officers  had 
not  arrived  from  Virginia.  Major  Walton,  act- 
ing Chief  of  Subsistence  Department,  and  Major 
Reilly,  acting  CSiief  of  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment, were  at  the  railroad  depot  in  the  active 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  departments. 
Among  the  captures  made  by  the  left  wing  dur- 
ing the  day,  were  not  less  than  forty  pieces  of 
artillery,  over  three  thousand  prisoners,  and  ten 
regimental  standards ;  besides,  a  few  wagons, 
seventeen  boxes  small  arms,  eleven  hundred  ana 
thirty  sets  accoutrements,  and  three  hundred 
and  fiinety-three  thousand  rounds  small  arm 
ammunition,  were  collected  on  the  field.  The 
accompan3rine  list  of  casualties  shows  a  lose  by 
the  conunand  (without  McNair's  brigade,  from 
which  no  report  has  been  received)  of  one  thou- 
siand  and  eighty-nine  killed,  six  thousand  five 
hundred  and  six  wounded,  and  two  hundred 
and  seventy-two  missing.  Its  strength  on  going 
into  action  on  the  twentieth  was  two  thousand 
and  three  officers  and  twenty  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-idiie  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Colonel, 
Tory  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LON<H(TREBT, 

Lifiutenant-aeaenL 

BEPOBT  OF  HAJOR^ENERAL  B.  R  BUCXNER. 

HBADqnrAsnu  xkar  CbArrAiiooaA,  I 
Ko^ember  11, 1863.     / 

Cc^onel  Sorrel,  A88i9lant  A^jutmU-Oenercd  Lang- 

9lreet*8  Corps : 

CoLOKSL :  1  have  the  honor  to  submit,  in  con- 
nectioH  with  the  reports  of  my  subordinate 
commanders,  the  following  synopsis  of  the  mili- 
tary movements  of  Buckner's  corps  on  the  eight- 
eenth, nineteenth,  and  twentieth  September, 
1863 : 

The  corps  consisted  of  the  division  of  Major- 
Gkneral  A.  P.  Ste^v^urt,  which  was  compoeea  of 
Johnson's,  iBrown'Sj  Bate's,  and  Clayton's  bri- 
gades, end  of  the  division  of  Brigadier-General 
William  Fteston,  composed  of  the  brigades  of 


879 


BEHELLION   BBOOBD,    1862-46. 


Brigadier-Gkneral  Graoie  and  of  Colonels  Trie|f 
and  Kelly,  of  a  liaitalion  of  artilleiy  to  each  di- 
vision, and  a  battalion  of  reserve  artillerj,  under 
Major  S.  C.  Williams.  Brigadier-General  John- 
son's brigade  having  been  detached  several 
days  .before,  by  orders  from  anny  headquarters, 
was  engaged  under  its  gallant  commander  under 
the  orders  of  another  corps  commander,  and 
did  not  report  to  me  until  two  days  af t^  the 
battle^ 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth,  I  moved 
from  a  point  on  Peavine  Greek,  midway  between 
Peavine  Church  and  Rock  Spring  Church,  under 
orders  to  cross  the  West  Cluckamauga  River  at 
Thedford's  Ford,  after  Major-Gener^  Walker's 
division  had  succeeded  in  crossing  below  me. 
Part  of  my  route  being  common  with  that  of 
Walker's  colmnn,  my  march  was  somewhat  re- 
tarded by  the  encounter  of  the  two  oobiinnB, 
but,  notwithstanding  this,  I  occupied,  about  two 
p.  M.,  with  Stewart's  division,  after  a  brisk  skirm- 
ish, the  crossing  at  Thedford's  t^ord,  and  witii 
Preston's  division,  without  opuosition,  the  cross- 
ing at  Hunt's  or  Dalton's  Ford.  In  this  {>osition, 
holding  both  banks  of  the  stream,  I  awaited  the 
movements  of  Walker,  on  my  right. 

At  daylight  on  the  nineteenth,  under  instruc- 
tions from  the  commanding  General,  I  crossed 
my  entire  corps  to  the  west  bank  and  formed  it 
in  line  of  battle — Stewart  on  tlie  right  (on  the 
left  of  Hood's  division),  facing  sputh-west,  in 
the  direction  of  Lee  ana  Grordon's  Mill ;  General 
Cheatham's  division,  as  I  was  informed,  being 
directed  lo  sustain  me  jn  the  proposed  advance. 
About  noon,  when  the  enemy's  attack  on  Walker 
had  been  met,  and  Cheatham's  division,  which 
had  been  sent  to  sustain  him,  had  become  hotiy 
engaged,  Stewart's  division  was  detaohed,  by 
the  orders  of  the  commanding  General,  to  sup- 
port Cheatham.  For  the  operations  of  lus  divis- 
ion until  he  again  came  under  my  orders,  on 
the  following  i^temoon,  I  refer  to  the  rep(^  of 
its  able  commander. 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  coBunanding 
General,  I  remained  with  my  remainingdivision 
to  hold  the  extreme  left  of  the  line.  With  this 
view,  I  deployed  Preston's  division  on  a  line 
extending  from  an  abrupt  elevation  on  the  bank 
of  the  river  along  a  ridge  in  a  north-west  direc- 
tion— the  flanks  well  sustained  by  artillery.  Con- 
siderable skirmishing  took  place  towards  the 
right  of  this  line — the  enemy  falling  back  in  a 
south-west  direction — and  the  troops  were  con- 
siderably exposed  to  artillery  fire  during  the 
day.  Being  informed  by  a  staff  offioer  of  the 
commanding  General  that  Greneral  Hood,  in^io 
had  advanced  to  my  right,  was  hard  pressed, 
and  bein^  requested  to  reinforce  him  as  far  as  I 
could,  I  immediately^  about  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
sent  to  his  assistance  the  brigade  of  Colonel 
Trig^.  The  gallant  and  successful  charge  of 
thi9  brigade  drove  back  the  advancing  enemy 
and  relieved  the  lett  of  Hood,  which  was  out- 
flanked and  retiring  before  the  endmy's  heavy 
attack.  During  the  day  both  Stewart's  division 
and  Trigg's  brigade  had  penetrated  the  enemy's 


line  ttud  passed  beyond  the  Ghattmooga  road ; 
but  at  night  both  wnre  drawn  back  into  posi- 
tions which  would  conform  to  tiie  general  line, 
which  had  pushed  forward  during  the  day's  ac- 
tion. Duri^  the  nwht  of  the  nineteenth  I  n»- 
terially  strengthened  the  pontnm  on  the  left  by 
intrenchments. 

On  tiie  morning  of  Ihe  twentieth.  lieutenant- 
Grenexal  LoBcslreet  assumed  command  of  the 
left  wing.    Apout  two  o'dook  in  the  aitamoon 
he,  in  person,  ordered  me  conduct  Pkoston's  di- 
vision, leaving  one  regiment  and  a  battery  to  hold 
the  1^,  to  the  CSiattanooea  road.   Between  three 
and  four  o'clock  it  was  lonned  as  follows :  6ra- 
cie's  and  Ecdly's  brigades  in  two  lines,  at  right 
angles  to  the  road  north  of  Brotherton's,  and 
iust  in  rear  of  Poe's,  commonly  called  the  **  burnt 
hovseV  Trigg's  brigade  just  south  of  Brother- 
ton's  house,  and  si^porting  Williams'  artillery. 
At  this  time  Stewart  was  in  line,  his  left  ad- 
vanced in  front  of  Preston's  right,  his  right  re- 
ceding, forming  an  obtuse  angle  with  Prestcm's 
line.    In  his  front  was  a  heavy  breastwork  of 
logs,  on  the  summit  of  a  slight  ridge  heavily 
wooded  and  strongly  held  by  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry and  artillery.    His  right  flank  was  oppo- 
site tiiie  angle  of  mis  work ;  his  centre,  &cine 
towards  the  north-west,  was  opposed  to  the  flank 
of  Ihe  work,  whioh  was  perpendacular  to  the 
road.    On  Stewarts  right,  in  front  of  the  face  of 
the  work,  and  parallel  to  the  Chattanooga  road, 
was  Cleburne's  division,  of  Hill's  coros.    Briga- 
dier-General Law's  brifflide,  of  Hood's  division, 
was  in  line  perpendiouur  to  the  road  to  the  left, 
and  slightly  in  advance  of  Preston,  and  dose  by 
the  burnt  house  (Poe's),  near  which  was  a  bat- 
tery of  Hood's  artillery.    A  personal  rec«moiB- 
sance,  in  company  witii  the  lieatenant^neral 
commanding,  showed  an  advantageous  position 
for  artillery  in  front  of  Poe's  burning  house, 
from  which  point  Ihe  enemy's  main  line,  which 
fronted  eastward  and  was  situated  a  little  to  the 
east  of  Kelly's  field,  was  exposed  to  an  enfilade 
fire,  or  rather  to  a  fire  alightiiy  in  reverse.    His 
right  flank,  as  before  stated,  was  thrown  back  at 
right  ftogles  to  the  road,  and  was  located  behind 
log  breastworks,  in  the  heavy  wood  between 
Poe's  and  Kelly's  fields.    As  the  enemy's  ri^ht 
had  been  beaten  back,  it  had,  by  a  conversion 
on  Ihis  angle  of  their  work  as  a  pivot,  been 
gradually  driven  to  assume  a  position  also  at  right 
angles  to  the  road,  his  right  resting  on  a  chain  of 
heights  beginning  near  £iodteraas's  house,  shout 
a  fourth  of  a  mile  west  of  Kelly's  house,  on  the 
road,  and. extending  westward  about  one  mile 
to  the  Crawfish  road.     These  heights  oonsti- 
tiite  the  southern  spurs  which  terminate  Mi^ 
sionary  Ridge,  are  covered  with  open  woods, 
have  a  gentle  but  irregular  slope  on  the  south, 
the  ao^  and  the  east,  and  their  summits  are 
f uUy  a  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sur- 
rounding oountry.    A  little  after  four  o'olock  p. 
M.,  under  instructions  from  tiie  Iieutenant4}en> 
eral  commanding,  I  ordered  Preston,  with  Gra- 
de's  and  Kelly's  Inigades,  to  support  Kershaw's 
brigade  in  the  attack  on  the  heigbts  near  Snod- 
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m8B*B  house,  BOBteixuDg  hmi  afterwards  l)y 
Trigg'abr^^e.  Under  the  able  direotion  of  Br^- 
dier-Oeneral  Preston,  the  first  two  brigades  pass- 
ed Ker^w's  and  Anderson'-s  brigades,  which 
had  suffered  severely  in  the  action,  and,  with 
great  impetuosity,  assailed  the  enemy  in  his  al- 
most impregnable  position.  Trigg  on  coming  np 
was  directed  to  ^e  left  of  ReUy,  and,  joining  in  a 
simnltaDeons  movement  of  Brigadier-€kneral  B- 
R.  Johnson's  division  still  farther  to  the  left, 
pierced  and  tamed  the  enemy's  line,  and,  in 
conjunction  with  Elelly,  Gracie  and  Robertson, 
drove  him  from  his  strong  position  into  the  ra- 
vines beyond,  where  a  larse  number  of  prisoners 
were  captured.  For  the  details  of  this  brilliant 
action  I  refer  you  to  the  mphic  report  of  Brig- 
adier-General Preston.  While  this  action  was 
progressing,  the  Lieutenant-Generai  command- 
ing directed  Stewart's  division  to  advance  and 
to  aid  the  combined  attack.  I  ordered,  by  his 
authority,  Williams'  battalion  of  reserve  artil- 
\&ry  to  be  placed  in  position  in  front  of  Poe's 
house.  This  was  done  under  the  immediate  di- 
reclion  of  Major  Porter,  my  chief  of  artillery. 
About  this  time  the  enempr  were  moving  rein- 
forcements to  sustaiir  his  nght,  which  was  stag- 
gering under  the  terrific  assault  of  Preston. 
WilHams,  with  eleven  pieces  of  artillery,  opened 
upon  this  reinforcing  cwumn  with  destructive  ef- 
fect, dispersing  it  in  every  direction  and  silenc- 
ing his  artillery.  At  the  same  time,  Stewart 
assaulted  the  enemy's  works  and  captured  a 
number  of  prisoners,  who  dared  not  cross  the 
stream  of  m-e  which  Williams  poured  across 
^eu'  path.  Stewart,  in  advancin|^,  also  threw 
forward  one  of  his  batteries,  which  joined  in 
Ihe  fire.  As  he  advanced,  I  conducted  Dardon's 
battery,  of  Williams'  artUlery,  to  Kelly's  field, 
but  tMs  battery,  as  well  as  Stewart's  division,  tt 
now  being  nightfall,  was  withdrawn  into  the 
edge  of  the  wood,  as  we  encountered  in  our  ad- 
vance the  right  wing  of  our  army,  which  joined 
in  the  assault  of  the  enemy's  works,  and  was 
movii^  in  a  direction  perpendicular  to  our  line 
of  march.  The  continued  cheers  of  the  army 
announced,  at  dark,  that  everv  point  of  the  field 
had  been  gained.  Stewart  bivouacked  within 
&e  intrem^ments  he  had  assaulted ;  Preston, 
upon  the  heights  he  had  so  gallantly  won. 

For  the  details  of  the  action  of  which  this  re- 
port is  only  a  brief  synopsis,  and  a  notice  of 
individual  conduct,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to 
the  reports  of  the  division,  brigade,  and  regi- 
mental commanders,  and  of  iSbi^  chief  and  batml- 
ion  commanders  of  the  artillery,  which  are 
herewith  transmitted.  . 

To  the  gentlemen  of  my  staff  I  am  indebted 
for  their  prompt  and  gallant  discharge  of  duty 
on  every  occasion.  No  commendation  from  me 
can  add  to  the  well-earned  reputation  of  Major- 
General  Stewart  and  his  able  Brigadiers — John- 
son, who  was  detached  and  in  command  of  an 
improvised  division — Brown,  Bate,  and  Clayton. 
They  were  worthy  leaders  of  the  brave  troops, 
nearly  all  of  them  veterans,  whom  they  so  gal- 
lantly led.     Upon   Brigadier-General  Preston 


and  his  brigade  commanders,  Brigadier-General 
Gracie  and  Colonels  TvHgg  and  iLelly,  I  cannot 
bestow  higher  praise  than  to  say,  that  their  con- 
duct and  example  were  such  as  to  convert  a 
body  of  troops,  but  few  of  whom  had  before 
been  under  fire,  into  a  division  of  veterans  in 
tiiehr  9int  battle.  Stewart's  veterans  maintained 
the  reputation  they  had  won  on  many  fields. 
Preston's  troops  emuhtted  their  example  and 
equalled  them  in  merit 

The  recapitulation  of  the  heavy  losses  sus- 
tained in  both  divisions  is  a  sad  testimony  of 
the  soldierly  qualities  of  the  survivors.  Few 
troops,  who  have  suffered  so  heavily,  have  been 
victorious  on  the  field  of  their  losses.  But  the 
result  is  only  another  evidence  of  the  invincible 
spirit  of  our  people,  which,  under  the  guidance 
of  Providence,  must  finally  win  us  our  inde- 
pendence as  a  nation. 

I  am.  Colonel,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

S.   B.  BUOENER, 
]l^or-G«Beral,  lately  OMnmBadlng  Bockner*!  OorpB. 

BEPOBT  OF  MAJOR  FRANK  PORTER. 

HiADQUABraB  Bronm'B  Dnmoir,       1 
Nbar  CBAVEAsgoaA,  Nov.  10^  186&  / 

To  Major  WiUiam  R  Martin,  AsststofU  Adju- 

tanl-&eneral : 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  ftie  fol- 
lowing report  of  flie  operations  of  the  artiDery 
of  General  Buckner's  corps,  at  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga.  It  consisted  of  Williams'  bat- 
talion of  four  batteries ;  Leyden's  battalion  of 
three  batteries,  and  three  batteries  of  Major- 
General  Stewart's  division,  acting  with  their 
brigades.  Leyden's  battalion  was  attached  to 
Brigadier-General  Preston's  division,  and  by  his 
order  one  battery  was  attached  to  each  of  his 
brigades. 

As  most  of  the  ground  over  which  the  battle 
was  fought  was  very  thickly  wooded,  we  could 
not  see  more  than  three  hundred  yards  to  the 
front,  consequently  could  very  seldom  use  artil- 
lery. For  this  reason  the  batteries  of  Major- 
Genend  Stewart's  division  fired  but  a  few  shots, 
though  they  were  left  in  exposed  positions  and 
lost  between  twenty  and  thirty  horses.  Two  of 
the  batteries  of  Leyden's  battalion  were  en- 
gaged Saturday  and  Sunday,  but,  owing  to  the 
tnicknesa  of  the  timber  and  undergrowth,  con- 
tinued but  a  short  time.  They  were  unable  to 
ascertain  the  damage  they  inflicted.  They  suf- 
fered but  a  slight  loss  themselves.  One  of  his 
batteries  ( Jeroes*)  was  held  on  the  extreme  left 
of  the  original  line  until  the  battle  ceased.  Wil- 
liams' battalion  was  kept  as  reserve,  and  on 
Saturday  morning  was  placed  in  position  on  the 
ridge  which  Preston's  aiviaion  occupied.  When 
Stewart's  division  was  carried  to  the  right  of  the 
Hne,  Brigadier-Greneral  Mackall,  Gknerai  Bragg's 
chief  of  staff,  ordered  that  all  ^e  artillery  uiot 
could  be  spared  from  the  corps  should  be  placed 
in  the  position  just  vacated  by  General  Stewart. 
In  obedience  to  this  order.  Major  Williams  was 
directed  to  post  two  of  hiis  batteries  there,  and 
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remftin  to  repel  any  aasaiilt  that  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry might  make.  He  remained  there  eeveral 
hours,  part  of  the  time  under  a  heavy  artillery 
fire  which  he  oould  not  return,  as  our  fuses  are 
so  uncertain  that  he  would  have  run  the  risk  of 
killing  our  own  men  by  firing  over  their  heads. 
He  remained  there  till  about  sundown,  when  he 
was  moved  back  to  his  former  position,  where 
he  remained  till  the  left  made  its  move  to  the 
front  and  right  on  Sundi^.  He  was  then  ordered 
to  leave  Baxter's  battery  to  assist  Jeffries  in 
holding  the  bluff  on  tlie  extreme  left  of  the  line, 
and  move  with  his  three  other  batteries  in  rear 
of  Preston's  division.  After  getting  to  the  Chat- 
tanooga road,  he  was  placed  m  several  positions 
to  check  the  expected  moves  of  the  enemy,  but 
did  not  get  into  action  till  about  five  p.  m.  This 
was  when  Preston's  division  was  in  the  hottest 
of  the  fight,  and  the  enemy  was  crossing  the 
Chattanooga  road  in  large  numbers  to  reinforce 
that  part  of  their  army  holding  the  hiQ  to  the 
left.  Major  Williams  was  then  ordered  to  take 
position  about  a  thousand  yards  from  where 
they  were  crossing  and  open  fire  with  his  ^ee 
batteries.  This  he  did,  with  great  execution, 
silencing  the  enemy's  artillerv,  cutting  off  the 
reinforoements,  and  enabling  tne  infantry  to  cap- 
ture between  five  and  six  hundred  prisoners. 
All  the  officers  and  men  acted,  whenever  they 
had  an  opportunity  of  doing  so,  with  courage 
and  coolness.  Enclosed  are  reports  of  the  bat- 
talion commanders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FSANK  PORTBR, 

Mi^or  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 

REPORT  or  MAJOR-GENERAL  A.  P.  STEWART. 

HSADQUABTBM  9RW.AST'8  DiTISOy,  1 

Xkja  Chattaxooga,  Tests.,  October  16, 1863.  j 

Captenn  J.  If,  Oalkiher,  AssistarU  A(jfjukmi-Gknr 

eral: 

Snt:  This  division,  constituting  at  the  time 
a  part  of  Buckner's  corps,  with  the  exception 
of  Johnson's  brigade  aetached,  marched,  on 
Thursdav  morning,  September  seventeenth,  1863, 
from  Lamyette,  Georgia,  in  the  direction  of  Chatr 
tanooga.  We  bivouacked  for  the  night  on 
Peavine  Creek,  and  resumed  the  march  next 
morning  with  Bate  s  brigade  in  front,  Clayton's 
following,  and  Brown's  in  rear,  the  column  tak- 
ing the  direction  tu  Thedford's  Ford  on  the  West 
Chickamauga.  Arriving  during  the  afternoon 
of  Friday,  the  eighteenSi,  within  a  mile  or  less 
of  the  ford,  Major-Geiteral  Buckner  directed 
me  to  occupy  the  high  ground  in  its  vicinity, 
commanding  the  approaches  to  it,  but  not  to 
bring  on  an  engagement  with  the  enemy,  who 
were  near  at  hand,  unless  necessary.  With  the 
aid  of  Major  Nocquet,  of  the  engineers,  Bate's 
and  Clayton's  brigades,  with  their  batteries, 
were  placed  in  position  on  the  wooded  heights, 
respectively,  below  and  above  the  ford,  Brown's 
being  drawn  up  in  reserve  in  rear  of  Clayton's. 
The  Eufala  battery,  Captain  Oliver  commanding, 
and  Caswell's  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  boUi 
of  Bate's  brigade,  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy, 


ill  the  direction  of  Alezandar's  Bridge,  who 
soon  retired.  Three  companies  from  Qayton's 
brigade  were  then  sent  across  the  stream  to 
OGotpv,  as  skirmishers,  a  wooded  hill  beyond, 
and  after  nightfall  his  entire  brigade  crossed. 

Early  Saturday  morning,  the  nineteenth,  the 
other  two  brigades  J^B^ed  on,  and  formed  in 
rear  of  Clayton's.    The  commanding  GenersJ 
^oming  up  soon  after,  and  receiving  information 
wat  the  troops  which  had  crossea  the  stream 
lower  down  nad  advanced  and  established  their 
line  in  front  of  and   nearly  at  right  angles 
to  Preston's,  whose  division  had  passed  tiie 
stream  above,  and  was  then  on  my  left.  General 
Buckner  directed  me  to  move  forward  and  form 
en  the  left  of  this  line.    This  was  done,  Clayton 
forming  on  the  left  of  McNair,  whose  brigade 
constituted  part  of  an  impromptu  division,  com- 
manded  by  Brigadier-General  B.  R.  Johnson, 
Brown,  and  Bate  in  rear.     Preston's  division 
was  then  formed  on  my  left,  also  in  three  lines, 
all  fronting  nearly  or  quite  to  the  west    While 
in  this  position  the  Eufala  battery  (three-inch 
rifled  guns)  was  sent  forward  by  General  Buck- 
ner's order,  as  I  was  informed,  and  opened  fire 
on  the  enemy's  position  in  front    The  enemy 
repUed  with -shell  and  round  shot,  wounding  a 
few  of  our  men.    A  subsequent  change,  made 
also  by  order  of  General  Buckner,  moved  us  a 
space  equal  to  brigade  front  directly  to  the  right 
Soon  after  making  this  change  of  position,  aod, 
as  I  supposed,  near  noon.  Major  Pollock  B.  Lee 
brought  me  an  order  from  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral to  move  to  tlie  point  where  firine  had  com- 
menced, which  seemed  to  be  a  considerable  dis- 
tance to  the  right,  and  somewhat  to  the  rear  of 
us.    Before  moving  I  went  to  General  Bragg, 
himself,  who  was  near  by,  in  order  to  get  more 
specific  directions.   He  informed  me  that  Walker 
was  engaged  on  the  right,  was  much  cut  up,  and 
the  enemy  threatening  to  turn  his  flank;  tibat 
General  Polk  was  in  command  on  that  wing,  and 
that  I  must   be  governed  by  circumstances. 
Moving  by  the  right  flank  in  the  direction  indi- 
cated, from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile,  we  arrived  near 
a  corn-field,  beyond  which  the  heaviest  firing 
was  heard.    Messengers  were  sent  in  search  of 
Greneral  Polk,  but  without  success,  and  fearing 
to  lose  too  much  time,  I  determined  to  move 
upon  the  enemy  aross  the  corn-field.    Lieutenant 
W.  B.  Richmond,  Aid  to  General  Polk,  confirmed 
me  in  this  design.    He  eame  up  in  search  of  the 
General  himself,  and  told  me  that»  from  what  he 
knew  of  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  situation 
of  the  enemy,  a  better  point  at  which  to  attack 
them  could  not  be  found.    Accordingly,  Briga* 
dier-Gteneral  CUyton  was  directed  to  advance, 
and  it  is  but  just  to  this  excellent  officer  and  his 
fine  brigade  to  say  that  they  moved  forward  to 
tliis,  their  first  engagement,  with  ereat  spirit 
and  alacrity,  and  m  admirable  order.    Major 
Hatcher,  of  my  staff,  was  sent  with  them  to 
bring  me  intelligence,  and  I  followed  myself 
until  overtaken  by  an  Aid  of  Brigadier-General 
Wrieht,  of  Cheatham's  division,  who  informed 
me  that  Wright's  brigade  had  been  turned  by 


TOCUMEOTS. 


819 


the  enemy  on  its  left,  its  battery  captured/and 
the  General  needed  aid.  Passing  a  short  dis- 
tance towards  the  left,  and  meeting  General 
Wright,  he  informed  me  that  his  brigade 
had  fallen  back,  leaving  hia  battery  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  Ais,  at  least,  was  the 
substance  of  what  hS  said,  according  to  my 
recollection.  Brigadier-General  Brown  was  im- 
mediately ordered  to  advance,  and,  soon  after, 
it  was  discovered  that  Clayton's  brigade  had 
obliqued  to  the  left  and  was  moving  forward  in 
onr  front.  After  a  severe  engagement  of  near 
an  hour,  during  which  he  sustained  a  loss  of 
nearly  four  hundred  officers  and  men,  General 
Clayton  withdrew  to  replenish  his  exhausted 
ammunition,  and  his  place  was  supplied  by  Gen- 
eral Brown.  This  gallant  officer  with  his  vet- 
eran command  advanced  rapidly,  driving  the 
enemy  before  them  several  hundred  yards 
through  a  dense  undergrowth,  and  routing  his 
first  line,  driving  it  back  upon  his  second,  wliidi 
was  posted  on  a  slight  ridge,  and  supported  by*^ 
artillery.  Advancing  upon  this  line^  under  a 
terrific  fire  from  all  arms,  the  enemy  were  forced 
from  the  ridge,  which  was  occupied,  but  from 
which  the  brigade  soon  witiidrew,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  force  of  the  enemy  threatening  its 
right. 

Alter  passing  the  dense  undergrowth  men- 
tioned, me  horses  were  killed  and  gunners 
driven  from  several  field-pieces  opposite  the 
centre  and  right  of  the  brigade.  Three  of  them, 
six-pounder  rifled  brass  pieces,  were  brought  off 
by  Lieutenant  Anderson,  commanding  Dawson's 
batterj',  and  two  others  by  other  troops  of  the 
division.  The  left  regiment  (Twenty-sixth  Ten- 
nessee) also  drove  the  enemy  from  another 
battery,  three  pieces  of  which  were  left  be- 
tween the  opposing  lines,  but  were  not  brought 
oS.  The  brigade  sustained,  during  this  engage- 
ment, a  heavy  loss  in  officers  and  men.  It  being 
necessary  to  relieve  BroT^,  Bate's  brigade  was 
brought  up,  and  received- by  the  enemy  with 
as  hot  a  fire  as  had  successively  greeted  Ulayton 
and  Brown«  Attacking,  however,  with  their 
usual  impetuosity,  they  drove  the  enemy  back, 
forcing  him  to  withdraw  his  batteries  and  to 
abandon  one  position  after  another,  losing  and 
re-capturing  a  piec^  of  artillery,  and  wresting 
from  him  the  fiag  of  the  Fifty-first  Tennessee  re- 
riment,  Wright's  brigade.  Clayton's  brigade 
being  again  brought  forward  as  a  support  to 
Bate,  the  two  pressed  on,  driving  the  enemy 
beyond  the  road  leading  to  Chattanooga.'  Clay- 
ton's brigade,  with  a  portion  of  Bate's,  continued 
the  pursuit  for  half  a  mile  beyond  this  road, 
when,  in  consequence  of  threatening  movements 
on  the  right  and  left,  they  fell  back  leisurely 
about  sunset,  re-forming  on  the  east  side  of  ^e 
road. 

In  these  charges  the  Fifteenth  and  Thirty- 
seventh  Tennessee  regiments,  Colonel  Tyler  com- 
manding, captured  four  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
Clayton's  brigade,  aided  by  the  Fifty-eighui  Ala- 


the  whole  of  these  several  engagements  the  ene- 
my's fire  was  very  heavy  and  destructive,  and 
each  brigade  suffered  severely,  both  in  officers 
and  men.  Their  conduct  was  most  gratifying, 
and  needs  no  nraise  from  me. 

As  the  result  of  the  afternoon's  work,  to  which 
each  brigade  contributed  its  full  ^are,  I  claim 
that  we  rescued  the  battery  of  Wrighfs  brigade 
and  the  fiag  of  one  of  his  regiments ;  ttiat  twelve 

Eieces  of  artillery  were  wrested  from  the  enemy, 
'om  two  to  three  hundred  prisoners  were  cap- 
tured and  several  hundred  stands  of  small  arms 
secured  and  sent  to  the  rear,  and  the  enemy's 
line  pierced  near  its  centre  and  driven  bsvck 
beyond  the  Chattanooga  road.  Among  the  pris- 
oners was  lieutenant-Oolonel  Von  Schraden, 
Assistant  Inspector-Gkneral  on  the  staff  of  the 
Federal  General  Thomas.  •  Of  the  artillery  ac- 
tually captured,  I  am  unable  to  ascertain  how 
many  pieces  were  ultimately  secured.  After 
night,  Major  Eldridge,  Chief  of  Artilleiy,  sent 
four  pieces  and  one  caisson  beyond  the  Uhicka- 
mauga. 

The  men  being  exhausted,  and  night  approach- 
ing;, after  distributing  ammunition.  Brown's  bri- 
gaae  was  formed  in  front,  facing  the  Chattanooga 
road ;  Clayton  on  the  right  and  feeing  in  that  di- 
rection, as  there  were  no  troops  of  ours  within 
half  a  mile  of  us  towards  the  rieht.  Bate's  bri« 
gade  on  the  left,  and  in  rear  of  Srown's.  During 
the  night  a  number  of  straeglers  from  the  ranks 
of  the  enemy  were  picked  up  and  sent  to  the 
rear  by  my  skirmishers  or  pickets.  I  should 
have  stated  that  owing  to  the  difficulties  of  the 
ground,  its  advantages  being  altogether  witii  the 
enemy,  it  was  found  impracticable  to  use  artil- 
lery. During  the  night  the  enemy  were  heard 
constructing  defences,  and  moving  artillery 
towards  his  left. 

After  leaving  General  Bragg,  as  mentioned,  I 
saw  no  officer  whose  rank  was  superior  to  my 
own  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  Having  been  sep- 
arated from  the  corps  to  which  the  division 
was  attached,  a  staff  officer  was  sent  after  night 
— ^the  earliest  moment  practicable — ^to  report  to 
Major-General  Buckner,  who  directed  that  we 
should  remain  in  position  until  further  orders. 

Early  the  next  morning,  twentieth,  Lieutenant- 
General  IiOngstreet,whohad  arrived  during  the 
night,  came  to  see  me,  and  informed  me  that  I- 
would  receive  my  orders  on  that  day  directly 
from  him,  that  the  attack  was  to  commence  on 
our  extreme  right  atdavlight,  was  to  be  followed 
on  the  left,  ana  gradually,  or  rather  successively, 
to  extend  to  the  centre,  and  that  I  should  move 
after  the  division  on  my  right  or  the  one  on  my 
left  had  moved,  according  to  circumstances.  Ap- 
prising him  of  the  fact  that  there  were  no 
troops  to  the  right,  at  least  within  a  half  mile, 
he  directed  me  to  move  something  more  than  a 
Quarter  of  a  mile  in  that  direction.  This  was 
done.  Brown's  brigade  forming  on  the  front  line 
on  the  crest  of  a  slight  ridge,  and  constructine 
a  breastwork  of  logs ;  Clayton's  a  few  hundred 


bama,  of  Bate's  brigade  (Colonel  Bush  Jones   vards  in  rear,  on  a  parallel  ridge,  and  Bate  with 
commanding),  captured  three  pieces.     During  |  his  left  resting  on  Brown's  right,  his  line  extend- 
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ing  obHqnely  to  the  right  and  rear,  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  ttiminff  om:  position,  it  having 
been  ascertained  that  we  right  wing  was  a  very 
considerable  distance  to  our  rear.  My  division 
was  the  right  of  the  left  wing  commanded  by 
Lieatenant-Oeneral  Longstreet,  and  McNair's 
brigade  was  on  l^e  left  of  Brown*s.  Subse- 
quently Wood's  brigade,  of  Glebume*s  division, 
was  formed  on  the  right,  and  in  prolongation  of 
Brown's,  and  about  nine  a.x.,  Deshler's  was 
formed  on  the  right  of  Bate's. 

In  the  meantime,  a  heavy  fire  was  opened  up- 
on us  from  the  enemy's  batteries  in  our  immedi- 
ate front,  and  but  a  few  hundred  yurds  distant, 
by  which  some  losses  were  occasioned.  At 
leng^,  about  eleven  a.x.,  Major  Lee,  of  General 
Bragg's  staff,  came  to  me  with  an  order  to  ad- 
vance at  once  and  attack  the  enemy.  I  informed 
him  what  orders  had  previously  oeen  received, 
and  that  no  attack  had  been  made  on  my  right 
He  replied  that  General  Braeg  had  directed  nim 
to  pass  along  the  lines  and  give  the  order  to ' 
every  division  conunander  to  move  upon  the 
enemy  immediately.  AccorcBnelv,  I  arranged 
with  General  Wooa  that  he  shoiud  advance  with 
Brown,  which  was  done  without  delay.  Clayton 
was  moved  up  immediately  to  Brown's  position, 
and  Bate's  right  thrown  forward  to  bring  him 
on  line  with  Clayton,  when  they  also  advanced 
to  be  within  supporting  distance  of  Brown  and 
V^ood.  For  several  himdred  yards  both  lines 
pressed  on  under  the  most  terrible  fire  it  has 
ever  been  my  fortune  to  witness.  The  enemy 
retired,  and  our  men,  though  mowed  down  at 
every  step,  rushed  on  at  double-quick,  until  at 
length  the  brigade  on  the  right  of  Brown  broke 
in  confusion,  exposing  him  to  an  enfilade  fire. 
He  continued  on,  however,  somefifty  to  seventy- 
five  yards  further,  when  his  two  right  regiments 
gave  wa^  in  disorder,  and  retired  to  their  orig- 
inal position.  His  centre  and  left,  however, 
followed  by  the  gallant  Clayton  and  indomitable 
Bate,  pressed  on,  passing  the  coni-field  in  front 
of  the  burnt  house,  and  to  a  distance  of  two  to 
three  hundred  yards'  beyond  tiie  Chattanooga 
road,  driving  the  enemy  within  his  line  of  in- 
trenchments,  and  passing  a  battery  of  four  guns, 
which  were  afterwards  taken  possession  of  by 
a  regiment  from  another  division.  Here,  new 
'batteries  being  opened  by  the  enemy  on  our 
front  and  flank,  heatily  supported  by  infantry,  it 
became  necessary  to  retire,  the  command  re-form- 
ing on  the  ground  occupied  before  the  advance. 


During  this  charge,  which  was  truly  heroic, 
our  loss  was  -severe.  Several  valuable  officers 
were  killed  and  wounded.  Generals  Brown  and 
Clayton  were  each  struck  by  spent  grape,  tem- 
porarily disabling  the  former,  and  General  Bate 
and  several  of  his  staff  had  their  horses  killed, 
the  second  lost  by  General  Bate  that  momiug. 
After  remsuning  long  enough  to  re-form  the 
lines,  to  replenish  ammunition  and  rest  the  men, 
the  command  again  advanced  to  the  corn-field 
mentioned  above,  then  moved  by  the  right  flank 
until  it  formed  across  a  ridge  which  extended 
obliquelv  to  the  front  and  right  The  enemy 
were  stdl  in  position  behind  a  breastwork  of 
logs,  a  few  hundred  yards  in  front  of  us,  and, 
€reneral  Buckner  pomme  up,  I  understood  it  to 
be  his  wish  that  I  should  not  then  attempt  to 
go  forward,  but  to  await  orders. 

In  the  meantime  a  severe  struggle  was  going 
on  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  field,  in  one  comer 
of  which,  near  the  Chattanooga  road,  stood  KeUy's 
house. 

About  five  p.  X.  an  order  reached  me,  by  am 
officer  of  General  Longstreef s  staff,  to  move  for- 
ward upon  the  enemy.  Brown's  or igade,  now 
commanded  by  Colonel  Cook,  of  Ihe  'Thirty-seG- 
ond  Tennessee,  was  directed  to  support  the 
artillery  placed  in  position  on  a  hill  in  the  corn- 
field to  our  left,  and  Clayton's  and  Bate's  bri- 
gades, in  the  order  named,  advanced  with  a  cheer 
and  at  a  double-quick  upon  the  enemy's  defences. 
The  enemy  gave  way,  utterly  routed ;  our  men 
dashed  over  their  breastworks,  pursuing  to  the 
edge  of  the  open  ground  or  field  around  the 
"  Kelly  house  "  where  we  halted,  capturing  three 
or  four  hundred  prisoners,  among  w-hom  was 
Major  Beattie,  of  the  regular  army.  A  prisoner, 
brought  up  before  the  charge  was  made,  stated 
that  me  position  was  held  by  the  division  of  the 
Federal  General  Revnolds.  The  Eufala  battery 
was  brought  up  and  fired  the  last  shots  at  the 
retreating'  foe,  who,  jbeing  taken  in  flank  by  our 
attack,  fled  from  their  position  in  front  of  the 
division  on  our  right 

During  the  night  and  npxt  morning  several 
thousand  stands  of  small  arms,  accoutrements, 
&c.,  and  a  large  quantity  o^  ammunition,  were 
collected  by  my  division,  a  large  portion  of 
which  was  removed  by  our  ordnance  wagons. 

Our  total  loss  in  the  three  brigades  during 
Friday  afternoon,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  was  as 
follows,  viz. : 


Brown's, 

Bfct«'8, 

Qayton'B, 

Dawson's  Battery,. , . 

Eofala  Battery, 

Homphreys'  Battery, 
Eteort  Oompftoy,. ... 


120 
182 
94 
8 
3 
8 
8 


868 


H 


1,820 
1,066 
1^2 

02 
108 

88 


4,040 


60 

60 

80 

1 

1 

1 


206 


426 

610 

685 

0 

18 

2 

1 


1,409 


i 


4 
11 
13 

8 


87 


480 
608 

684 

7 

14 

8 

2 


1,738 


I 


S3.3 
487 

42.4 
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Among  these  were  several  officers  of  eminent 
worth  and  services,  whose  names  are  mentioned 
in  ^e  reports  of  brigade  commanders.  I  desire 
to  express  my  high  appreciation  of  Brigadier- 
Gknends  Brown,  Bate,  and  Clayton,  and  of  their 
respective  commands.  Representing  the  three 
States  of  Alabama,  Georgia,  and  Tennessee,  they 
vied  with  each  other  in  deeds  of  high  and  noble 
daring.  The  Ck>nfederacy  has  nowhere  braver 
.defenders  led  by  more  skilful  commanders.  It 
is  due  to  the  several  members  of  my  staff  that  I 
should  acknowledge  my«  obligations  for  their  in- 
valuable services,  and  record  my  estimate  of 
their  personal  bearing  and  conduct  in  the  field. 

Major  R.  A.  Hatcher,  A.  A.  General,  than 
whom  there  is  not  a  more  active  or  faithful 
officer  in  the  service,  displayed  throughout  his 
usual  intelligence^rompbiess,  and  cool  courage. 
Major  John  C.  Thompson,  A.  I.  General,  and 
Lieutenant  S.  H.  Cahal,  A.  A.  and  I.  GeneraL 
were  conspicuous  for  their  zeal  and  disreeara 
of  danger.  Major  J.  W.  Eldridge,  Chief  of  Ar- 
tillery, discharged  his  duties  with  energy  and 
skill,  bringing  uie  artillery  into  play,  on  the  few 
occasions  where  it  was  practicable,  with  judg- 
ment and  success.  My  two  Aids,  Lieutenants 
Bromfield  Ridley,  Jr.,  and  R.  Caruthers  Stewart, 
though  very  young  men,  and  the  latter  under 
fire  ^r  the  first  time,  behaved  with  commenda- 
ble gallantry. 

On  Saturday,  I  was  also  well  served  by  Mr. 
John  £.  Hatcher,  a  volunteer  Aid,  and  private 
John  M.  House,  a  clerk  in  the  Adjutant-Gen- 
eraFs  office.  To  Chief  Surgeon  G.  B.  Thornton, 
and  the  Medical  Inspector,  Dr.  G.  W.  Burton,  I 
am  indebted  for  the  good  care  of  the  wounded, 
and  the  excellent  hospital  arrangements  pro- 
vided under  their  supervision,  and  for  their 
unremitting  attention  to  their  duties.'  Under  the 
management  of  Captain  J.  W.  Stewart,  Ordnance 
Officer,  supplies  of  ammunition  were  always 
promptly  at  nand  when  needed,  and  sJSam  were 
managed  to  my  entire  satisfaction  in  their  re- 
spective departments,  by  Majors  John  A  Lau- 
derdde,  Acting  Quartermaster,  and  J.  D.  Cross, 
Acting  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  who  are 
among  the  most  faithful  and  energetic  officers 
ot  their  branches  of  service. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Captain  H.  L.  Foule, 
conunanding  my  escort,  and  who  acted  as  my 
Aid,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  of  his  admirable 
company,  for  their  intelligence,  activity,  and 
zeaL  I  have  never  required  a  service  from  the 
company,  nor  from  any  member  of  it,  that  was 
not  performed  to  my  «)ntire  satisfaction.  In  con- 
clusion, I  desire  to  express  my  humble  but  most 
ffrateful  acknowledgments  to  Ahnighty  God 
for  &e  signal  success  that  crowAed  our  arms. 
Greatly  outnumbered  as  we  were  by  a  sldlful 
and  determined  foe,  our  own  strong  arms  and 
stout  hearts  could  never  have  secured  to  us  the 
victory  without  the  Divine  favor.  Let  all  the 
praise  be  ascribed  to  His  holy  name. 

fhiclosing  with  this  the  reports  of  brigade 
and  regimental  commanders,  to  which  I  b%  to 
refer  for  details  and  for  the  names  of  those  in 


their  respective  commands  who  entitled  th^n- 
selves  to  special  mention, 
I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Albxakobb  p.  Stewart, 

li^ior-Q^neral. 

The  credit  of  rescuing  Games'  battery,  of 
Wright's  brigade,  is  due  to  Brown's  Brigade. 
The  flag  of  the  Fifty-first  Tennessee  regiment 
was  recaptured  by  Sate*s  brigade. 

Alex.  P.  Stewart, 

M^jor-Genend. 
BEPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  R  F.  CHEATHAM. 

HiAXMIIMBBBRS,  CtaUXBAX'B  DmnOST,  POXX*B  OOBH,  ) 

Ajuet  or  TnKsaBKK^Aicp  Pbcbtor  Smub,  brtobi  COiT- 1 
TAMOOOi,  October  20th,. 1888.  ) 

LietO^/icmi-Cokmel  George  Wm.  Brent,  AuMUxnA- 
Ai^tdoTit-Oeneral  Army  of  Tennessee : 
CoLONBL :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  ac- 
tion of  my  command  at  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  and  in  the  subsequent  afiair  resulting  in 
the  occupation  of  Missionary  Ridge : 

The  division  was  composed  of  Jackson's  bri- 
gade, Brigadier-General  John  K.  Jackson ;  Man- 
ey's  brigade,  Brigadier-General  George  Maney; 
Smith's  brigade,  Brigadier-General  Preston 
Smith ;  Wright  s  brigade,  Brigadier-General  M. 
J.  Wright;  Strahrs  brigade,  Brigadier-General 
0.  F.  ctrahl ;  Stanfo]:d's  batterv  of  four  guns. 
Captain  T.  J.  Stanford :  Carnes  battery  of  four 
guns,  Captain  W.  W.*  Carnes ;  Scoggins'  battery 
of  four  guns,  Captain  J.  Scoggins ;  Scott's  bat- 
tery of  four  guns,  First-Lieutenant  John  Marsh 
commanding ;  and  Smith's  batteiy  of  four  guns, 
First-Lieutenant  William  B.  Turner  command- 
ing. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral  Folk,  I  crossed  Chickamanza  Creek  at 
Hunt's  Ford,  on  the  nineteenth  September,  at 
seven  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  moved  my  command  by 
the  flank  m  a  northern  direction,  formed  my 
line  of  battle,  and  awaited  orders. 

At  eleven  o'clock  a.  x.,  I  received  orders  di- 
rect from  the  General  commanding  the  army, 
through  Lieutenant  Parker,  of  his  staff,  to  move 
to  the  extreme  right  of  our  line,  to  the  support 
of  Major-Greneral  Walker,  whose  division  nad 
been  for  some  time  warmly  engaged,  and  who 
reported  himself  as  being  heavily  pressed  by 
the  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  who,  sub- 
sequent events  disclosed,  had,  or  was  at  this 
time  concentrating  the  bulk  of  his  forces  on 
our  right  and  in  front  of  Major-General  Walk- 
er's Gonmiand.  Moving  rapidly  by  the  right 
flank,  I  reached  tJie  road  leading  from  Alexan- 
der's Bridee,  and  at  once  formed  my  command 
immediately  in  rear  of  Major-General  Walker's 
line  of  battle — Jackson's  brieade  on  the  right. 
Smith's  in  the  centre^  and  Wright's  brigade  on 
ths  left,  the  whole  hna  supported  by  Maney's 
and  Strahl's  brigades,  which  were  held  as  re- 
serves. About  twelve  o'clock,  x.,  I  cave  the 
order  to  advance,  at  the  same  time  notifying  the 
several  brigade  commanders  that  there  was  no 
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Bapport  on  the  right  or  left  flank,  and,  after  pro- 
ceealng  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  the 
line  encountered  the  enemy  advancing  rapidly  in 
heavy  force  in  pursuit  of  die  retiring  columns  of 
Major-General  Walker.    The  left  and  centre  of 
Jackson  at  once,  and  in  a  few  moments  thereaf- 
ter the  entire  line,  became  engaged,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  checking  the  advance  of  the  enemy, 
and  handsomely  drove  him  back,  with  heavy 
loss,  to  the  distance  of  about  three-fourths  of  a 
nu'le,  where  he  took  shelter  behind  his  breast- 
works, and,  assisted  by  the  arrival  of, heavy 
reinforcements,  checked  the  further  advance  of 
my  line.    Without  support  either  on  my  right  or 
left  and  after  a  severe  engagement  of  two  hours, 
I  directed  the  three  brigades  to  retire  for  re-form- 
ation, and  ordered  Generals  Maney  and  Strahl  to 
occupy  and  hold  the  positions  vacated  bv  Jack- 
son and  Smith  and  make  no  attempt  to  advance. 
Reaching  the  positions  assigned  them,  Maney's 
and  Strahrs  brigades  were  attacked  in  front  ajid 
on  both  flanks,  by  the  superior  numbers  of  the 
enemy,  and  forced  to  retire  and  lake  position  in 
rear  of  Jackson's  and  Smith's  brigades,  which 
were  moved  forward  in  the  position  held  before 
the  advance,  and  on  the  right  and  left  of  Turner's 
battery.    The  enemy,  fluSied  with  a  supposed 
victory,  boldly  advanced  upon  my  line,  and,  com- 
ing within  short  range,  was  checked  and  forced 
back  in  disorder  by  me  well  directed  discharges 
of  shell  and  canister  from  the  guns  of  ^nur- 
ner's  battery.    I  made  no  effort  to  advance  my 
line  after  this  success,  for  the  reason  that  the 
enemy's  dispositions  on  m^  right  and  left  flank, 
and  from  information  derived  from  prisoners 
captured,  satisfied  me  that  the  entire  corps  (k 
the  Federal  General  Thomas,  reinforced  by  the 
divisions  of  Vancleve  and  Palmer,  were  in  my 
front.    I  deemed  it  prudent,  therefore,  to  sim- 
ply hold  my  position,  and  await  the  arrival  of  re- 
inforcements.   The  result  of  this  engagement  of 
about  three  hours'  duration,  against  such  heavy 
odds,  with,  both  flanks  exposed,  was,  that  my 
command  successfully  checked  the  advance  of 
the  enem^,  whose  purpose  seemed  to  be  to  seize 
the  crossmg  of  the  Ghickamauga  at  Alexander's 
Bridge  and  Hunf  s  Ford.  This  result  was  attend- 
ed with  a  heavy  loss  of  officers  and  men,  as  is 
attested  by  the  long  list  of  casualties  heretofore 
furnished  to  the  commanding  General,  and  by  nu- 
merous exhibitions  of  good  conduct  on  the  part 
of  officers  and  men,  particular  mention  of  which 
is  made  in  the  reports  of  the  several  brigade 
commanders,  which  are  herewith  forwarded.    I 
cannot,  however,  forbear  to  rpfer  to  the  impor- 
tant service  rendered  by  Lieutenant  Williatn  B. 
Turner,  commanding  battery.    Posted   on   an 
elevation  commanding  the  approach  of  the  ene- 
my, he  used  his  advantage  with  great  effect,  and 
displayed  a  degree  of  efficiency  in  the  service 
of  his  guns  highly  commendable  to  himself,  his 
officers,  and  men,  and  accomplished  a  result  the 
importance  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  estimate. 
Three  pieces  of  Scoggins'  battery  were  at  the 
same  time  engaged,  and  rendered  excdlent  ser- 
vice. 


Jackson's  brigade,  during  ^is  engagement, 
took  from  the  enemy  three  pieces  of  his  artillery 
and  sent  them  to  &e  rear.  Scoggins'  batterj', 
of  this  brigade,  in  retiring,  imder  orders,  had 
the  horses  of  one  piece  and  one  caisson  disabled 
and  left  them  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The 
piece  and  caisson  were,  however,  subsequently 
re^ptured. 

Wright's  brigade,  occupyii^  the  extreme  left 
of  my  line,  after  a  sharp  conflict  of  two  hours' 
duration,  was  found  to  be  exposed  to  a'  severe 
fire  on  the  left  flank  -and  forced  to  retire. 
Games'  battery,  doing  duty  with  this  brigade, 
after  losing  one  half  of  its  men  and  horses,  was 
abandoned  on  tlie  field,  but  the  enemy  was  una- 
ble to  remove  the  guns,  and  they  were  recap- 
tured, uninjured,  in  the  advance  of  the  next 
day. 

At  six  o'clock  p.  M.,  the  division  of  Major- 
Qeneral  Qebume  arrived  on  the  fi(^d,  and,  with 
my  command,  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Gren- 
ei^J  Polk  to  attack  the  enemv  at  once.  My  en- 
tire command  advanced,  under  a  heavy  filre  of 
musketry  for  about  six  hundred  yards,  the  ene- 
my yieloing  and  giving  way  at  our  approadL 
At  this  point,  oraers  were  given  to  noake  uo 
further  advance  and  the  firing  abruptly  ceased, 
when  mv  lines  were  re-formed  and  the  division 
bivouacked  in  line  of  battle. 

In  this  night  attack,  Jackson's  and  Smith's 
brigades  only,  of  my  command,  encountered  the 
enemy.  Three  hundred  of  the  enemy  were 
captured  by  Smith's  brigade  and  sent  to  the 
rear,  and  the  colors  of  the  Seventh-seventh 
Pennsylvania  regiment  were  captured  by  Colo- 
nel, now  Brigadier-Greneral  A.  J.  Vaughn,  Jr.  It 
was  in  this  night  attack  that  Brigadier-General 
Preston  Smith,  of  Tennessee,  received  his  mor- 
tal wound,  ftom  which  he  died  in  fifty  minutes. 
At  the  head  of  his  noble  brigade,  of  which  he 
had  been  the  commander,  as  Colonel  and  Briga- 
dier-General for  two  years  and  a  half,  he  fell  in 
the  performance  of  what  he  himself,  with  his 
expiring  breath,  simply  said  was  his  duly.  Ac- 
tive, energetic,  and  brave,  with  a  rare  fitness 
to  command,  full  of  honorable  ambition,  in  per- 
fect harmony  with  the  most  elevated  patriotism, 
the  whole  country  will  mourn  his  MI  and  do 
honor  to  his  memory.  Two  of  his  staff,  Captain 
John  Donelson,  acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, and  Captain  Thomas  H.  King,  acting  Aid- 
de-Camp,  both  officers  of  excellent  merit,  were 
killed  within  a  few  minutes  of  General  Smith. 

During  the  night  of  the  nineteenth  Septem- 
ber, I  was  notified  by  Lieutenant-General  Polk 
that  the  attack  would'  be  renewed  at  daylight 
My  command  was  already  formed  and  in  expec- 
tation of  orders  to  advance  at  the  appointed 
hour,  but,  for  reasons  thus  unknown  to  me,  no 
advance  was  made  until  nine  o*clock,  a.  x. 
When  in  the  act  of  advancing  my  line,  I  dis- 
covered that  my  front  was  partially  covered  by 
Major-General  Stewart's  division,  and,  cooomu- 
nicating  the  hd  in  person  to  the  General  com- 
manding the  army,  was  by  him  directed  not  to 
advance,  but  to  hold  my  command  as  a  reserve 
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No  part  of  my  command,  except  Jackson's  bri- 
gade, was  engaged  in  the  actiTO  operations  of 
the  twentieth  ^ptember,  until  the  nonr  of  six 


P-  M. 


Abont  eleven  o'clock,  a.  x.,  of  the  twentieth 
September,  Brigadier-General  Jackson  received 
orders  from  the  General  commanding  the  armv 
to  go  to  the  support  of  Lientenan^General  Hill. 
For  an  account  of  the  action  of  this  brigade, 
whilst  detached  from  my  command,  your  atten- 
tion is  directed  to  the  report  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Jackson. 

At  two  o'clock,  p.  M.,  I  received  orders  to  pro- 
ceed with  my  command  to  the  extreme  right  of 
our  line,  where  I  remained  until  six.  p.  h.,  when 
a  general  advance  of  the  whole  line  was  or- 
dered. Jackson's  brigade,  on  the  left  of  General 
Walker,  was  now  actively  engaged,  and  his 
ammunition  being  nearly  exhansted,  General 
Money,  with  his  brigade,  was  ordered  to  relieve 
him.  Wright's  brigade  was  ordered  to  form  on 
Maney's  ri^t,  and  to  advance  with  Ae  entire 
Ime,  now  m  motion.  These  brigades  encoun- 
tered but  slight  resistance.  The  enemv,  now 
fiercely  assailed  at  aU  points,  yielded  me  field 
to  US  and  fled  in  disorder. 

At  two  o'clock,  p.  M.,  on  the  twenly-first,  I 
moved  my  command  in  the  direction  of  C&icka- 
manga  Stetion,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night 
near  the  old  Mission  House,  on  Ghiokamauga 
Greek. 

Eorljr  on  the  morning  of  the  following  day,  I 
was  directed  by  Lietttenant41eneral  rolk  to 
move  in  the  direction  of  Chattanooga,  and 
arrived  at  the  foot  of  Missionary  Ridee  at  ten 
o'clock  A.  K.  I  soon  ascertained  that  me  enemy 
occupied  the  crest  of  the  ridge  in  force.  After 
^makine  the  necessary  reconnoissances,  Maney's 
brigade  on  tiie  right,  and  Smith's  on  the  left — 
the  latter  was  now  commanded  by  Colonel  A.  J. 
Yaughan — ^were  deployed  and  ordered  to  carry 
Uie  position  held  by  the  enemy,  whioh  was 
done,  after  a  spirited  engagement  of  a  lew  min- 
utes. The  position  was  found  to  be  one  of  much 
natural  strength,  increased  by  breastworks  made 
of  stone  and  fallen  timber ;  but  the  enemy,  now 
demoralized  by  a  succession  of  disasters,  made 
but  a  feeble  resistance,  and  fled  in  great  haste. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  beg  to  mention  ieoi 
act  of  daring  and  heroism  on  the  part  of  Colonel 
S.  8.  dCanton,  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Tennessee 
Volunteers.  During  the  engagement  of  the 
nineteenth,  his  regiment^  exposed  to  a  close  and 
heavy  fire,  wavered  for  a  moment,  and  seemed 
to  be  in  the  act  of  f^ing  back,  when  the  intrepid 
Colonel  seized  the  colors  of  his  regiment,  and, 
rushine  to  the  front,  called  his  men  to  foUow 
him*  inspired  by  his  heroic  example,  the  regi- 
ment re-formed  on  the  colors,  and  at  once  recov- 
ered tiie  ground  they  had  lost  Whilst  the 
colors  were  in  the  hands  of  Colonel  Stanton, 
they  were  pierced  thirty  times  by  the  enemy's 
bidb. 

The  officers  of  my  staff— Major  James  D.  Por- 
ter, Jr.,  Assistant  Adjutant-General ;  Major  John 
Ingram,*  Assistant  Adjutant-Gkneral ;  M^jor  Mc- 


lancthon  Smith,  Chief  of  Artillenr ;  Major  Joseph 
Yaux,  Jr.,  Assistant  Adjutant^ueral ;  Captain 
Thomas  F.  Henry,  Assistant  Inspector-General ; 
Dr.  F.  Bice,  Chief  Surgeon ;  Lieutenant  F.  H. 
McNairy,  Aid-de-Camp ;  lieutenant  J.  Webb 
Smith,  Aid-de-Camp ;  Major  6.  H.  Brooks  and  A. 
L.  Robertson,  volunteer  Aids-de-Camp ;  Major 
John  A.  Qiei^tham,  Chief  of  Ordnance ;  Major 
G.  y.  Young,  Chief  Quartermastor ;  Major  B.  J. 
Butier,  CSiief  ConmiisJkry — all  deserve  honorable 
mention  #»r  the  proper  perfoimanoe  of  the  du- 
ties aesigaed  them. 

My  escort — Company  G,  Second  Greorgia 
cavalry,  Captain  T.  M.  Merritt — ^were,  under  my 
orders,  employed  in  collectme  the  small  arms 
abandoned  by  the  enem^,  and  deserve  honontble 
mention  for  the  industrious  performance  of  their 
duty. 

RespectfoUy,  Colonel, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  CmfiATHAM, 

M^jor-Oeneral,  comniBQdl&g. 

EEPOBT'OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  JOHN  C.  BRECKIMRnXSE. 

HKADQDimn  Bbmxdibidqb'8  DivnKW,  Hill's  Cobh,  ) 

October,  1863.        j 

LietOeruaU'Colonel  Archer  Andenon,  AsBklarU 

AcfftOcmi-Oeneral: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  oper- 
ations of  my  division  in  the  batue  of  Chiokar 
mauga,  cm  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of 
Septoinber  last : 

It  was  composed  of  the  Second,  Fourth,  Sixth 
and  Ninth  Kentucl^,  and  Forty-first  Alabama 
regiments,  with  Cobb's  battery,  under  the  com- 
mand oi  Brigadier-General  B.  H.  Helm;  the 
Thirteenth,  Twentieth,  Sixteenth,  Twenty-fifth 
and  Nineteenth  Louisiana;  Thirty-second  Ala- 
bama, and  Austin's  battalion  of  sharpshooters, 
with  Slocomb's  battery  (Fifth  Washington  artil- 
lery!, under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Daniel  Adams;  the  First,  Third  and  Fourth 
Florida;  Forty-seventh  Georgia  and  Sixtieth 
North  Caroluia  regimento,  with  Mabane*s  bat- 
tery, under  the  command  of  Brigadier-Genexal 
M.  A.  Stovalt.  My  efifective  strength  was,  of 
enlisted  men,  three  thousand  three  hundred  and 
ninety«five.  Total,  three  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty^iiae. 

At  daylight  of  the  eighteenth,  m^  command 
moved  from  Catlett's  Gap  and  that  neighborhood, 
in  the  Pigeon  Mountain,  and  the  same  afternoon 
took  position  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Chick- 
amauga,  near  Glass's  Mills,  and  composed  the 
extreme  left  of  the  infantry  of  the  army.  I 
immediately  threw  the  Second  Kentucky  across 
the  ford  to  skirmish  with  the  enemy  and  reveal 
his  position,  the  Sixth  Kentucky  beine  placed  in 
elose  supporting  distance  at  the  mill  Adams* 
briffade  was  sent,  bv  order  of  Lieutenant-General 
HilT,  to  a  ford  a  mile  and  a-half  above,  where  the 
enemy,  as  the  cavalzy  reported,  threatened  to 
cross.  It  was  so  late  when  these  dispositions 
were  made  that  nothing  satisfactory  was  devel- 
oped that  night 

On  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  Slocomb, 
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with  tour  goim,  Cobb,  with  two,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  Helin*B  brigade,  were  moved  acrotM 
Glass's  Ford  to  ascertain  •  the  position  of  the 
enemy,  while  the  two  rifled  pieces  of  Slocomb's 
battery,  under  Lieutenant  Vanght,  took  position 
on  a  bluff  upon,  the  east  side  of  the  streiun.  An 
artillery  engagement  ensuad,  much  to  our  advan- 
tage, until  the  enemy,  who  occupied  the  better 
position,  brought  forward  a  number  of  heavv 
euns  and  showed  the  greater  weight  of  metaL 
While  the  engagement  was  progressing,  I 
received  an  order  from  LieutenantpGenead  Hill 
to  withdraw  my  command,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  too  great  peril,  and  take  position  about 
thjree  miles  south  of  Lee  and  Grordon's  Mill,  on  the 
road  leading  from  Chattanooga  to  l4i&yette,  and 
so  as  to  cover  the  approach  to  that  road  from 
Glass's  Mill  and  the  ford  above,  leaving  a  regi- 
ment and  section  of  artiUeiy  to  observe  those 
crossings. 

llie  movement  was  made  in  eood  order,  Col- 
onel Dilworth,  with  the  First  and  Third  /consoli- 
dated) Florida  and  a  section  of  Cobb's  Vattery, 
being  left  in  observation.  Our  casualties,  which 
fell  upon  Slocomb,  Cobb,  and  Helm,  were  twenty- 
two  lolled  and  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy 
in  killed  alone,  as  shown  by  an  examination  of 
the  sround  after  the  twentieth,  was  nearly  equal 
to  me  sum  of  our  casualties.  Although  the 
enemy  was  in  oonsiderable  strength  at  tl^  fords 
above  referred  to,  the  result  showed  that  it  was 
a  covering  force  to  columns  passing  down  the 
valley  to  unite  with  the  centre  and  left  of  his 
army.  Soon  after  taking  up  the  new  position, 
I  was  ordered  to  relieve  Brigadier-Gteneral  Fat- 
ton  Anderson's  division,  which  was  fiicmg  the 
enemy  opposite  Lee  and  (Gordon's  MilL  The 
troops  marched  rapidly,  yet  it  was  late  in  the 
afternoon  before  this  movement  was  completed. 
Hie  division  was  hardly  in  position  whea  I 
received  an  order  from  the  General  commanding 
the  army  to  move  to  the  riffht,  cross  the  Ckidk- 
amauga  at  a  point  further  down,  and  occupy  a 
position  to  be  indicated.  The  division  crossed 
at  Alexander's  Bridge,  and  arriving,  between  ten 
and  eleven  o'deck  at  night,  at  a  field  about  a 
nule  and  a  half  in  the  rear  of  the  right  of  our 
line  of  battle,  bivouacked  there  by  order  of 
Lieutenant-General  Polk. '  Remaining  some  time 
at  Lieutenant-General  Polk's  camp-fire,  I  left 
there  two  hours  before  daylight  (the  twentietii) 
to  place  my  command  in  position.  During  the 
ni^t  General  Polk  informed  me  that  I  was  to 
prolong  the  line  of  battle  upon  the  right  of 
Major-Genend  debnme.    Conducted  by  Major 

f  of  his  staff,  and  Lieutenant  Beid,  Aid- 

de4)amp  to  General  Hill,  my  division  reached 
Cleburne's  right  a  litlie  after  daybreak.  Upon 
the  re-adjustment  of  his  line,  I  formed  on  his 
right,  and  became  Hie  extreme  right  of  the  gen- 
eral line  of  battle.  Helm  was  on  the  left  of  my 
line,  8tovaU  in  the  centre,  and  Adams  on  the 
right,  die  last  SKtending  across  a  country  road 
leading  from  Reed's  Sridee  and  striking  the 
Chattanooga  road  at  a  place  called  Gfenn's 
Farm.    The  country  was  wooded,  with  small 


openings,  and  the  ground  unknown  to  me.  Our 
skirmisners,  a  few  hundred  yards  in  advance, 
confronted  those  of  the  enemy.  Our  line  was 
supposed  to  be  parallel  to  the  Chattanooga  road. 

Boon  after  sunrise,  I  received  a  note  from 
Lieutenaot-Gkneral  Polk  directing  me  to  advance, 
and  about  the  same  time  Major-General  Gle- 
bume,  who  happened  to  be  with  me,  received 
one  of  the  same  tenor.  Lieutenant-General 
Hill  having  arrived,  the  notes  were  placed  in 
his  hands.  By  his  order,  the  movement  was 
delayed  for  the  troops  to  get  their  rations,  and 
on  other  accounts. 

Dilworth,  who  had  been  relieved  bv  a  cavalry 
force  late  the  preceding  evening  and  who  had 
marched  all  night,  now  arrrived  and  took  his 
place  in  line. 

At  half  past  nine  a*  x.,  by  order  of  Lieuten- 
ant^eneral  HiU,  I  moved  mv  division  forward 
in  search  of  the  enemy.    At  the  distance  of 
seven  hundred  yards  we  came  upon  him  in  force, 
and  the  bstlJe  was  opened  by  Helm's  brigade 
with  great  fury.    The  Second  and  Ninth  Ken- 
tudcy,  witli  three  companies  of  the  Forty-first 
Ali^hnm^  enooontered  toe  left  of  aline  of  l^east- 
works  before  reaching  the  Chattanooga  road, 
and,  thou^  assailing  Uiem  with  great  courage, 
were  compelled  to  pause.    From  some  cause,  uio 
liiM  on  my  left  had  not  advanced  simultaneously 
with  my  division,  and  in  consequence,  from  the 
form  of  the  enemy's  works,  these  brave  troops 
were,  in  addition  to  the  fire  in  front,  subjected  to 
a  severe  enfibdiug  fire  frxMn  the  left.  Twice  they 
renewed  the  assault  with  the  utmost  rescdution, 
but  were  too  weak  to  storm  the  position.    The 
rest  of  Helm's  brigade,  in  whose  front  there 
were  no  woods,  af to:  a  short,  but  sharp  engage- 
ment, routed  a  line  of  the  enemy,  pursued  it    g 
aoross  the  CSiattanooga  road,  and  captured  a 
section  of  artillery  posted  in  the  centre  of  the 
road.    This  portion  of  the  brigade  was  now 
brought  uxMler  a  heavy  front  and  enfilading  fire, 
and,  being  separated  from  its  left  and  without 
support,  I  oiaered  Colonel  Joseph  H.  Lewis,  of 
the  Sixtli  Kentucky,  who  sucoeeded  to  the  com- 
mand upon  the  fall  of  General  Helm,  to  witii- 
dimw  the  troops  some  two  hundred  yards  to  the 
rear,  to  reanite  the  brigade  and  change  his  front 
slightiy,  to  meet  the  new  order  of  things  by 
throwing  forward  his  right  and  retiring  his  left 
The  movement  was  made  without  panio  or  con- 
fusion. 

This  was  one  of  the  bloodiest  encounters  of 
the  day.  Here  General  Helm,  ever  ready  for 
action,  and  endeared  to  his  c<mmaand  by  his 
many  virtues,  reoeived  a  mortal  wound,  while 
in  the  heroic  discharge  of  his  duty.  Coloiid 
Hewitt,  of  the  Second  Kentucky,  was  killed, 
acting  gallantiy,  at  tiie  head  of  his  regiment 
Gaptaim  Maderia,  Captain  Rogers,  and  Oaptain 
Leedman,  of  the  Beoond;  Captain  Danid,  of 
the  Ninth  KentuckT,and  many  other  officers  and 
men,  met  their  deams  before  the  enemy's  work's ; 
while  Colonel  Nuckols,  of  the  Fourth  Kenti^y, 
Colonel  Caldwell,  of  the  Ninth,  and  many  more 
officers  and  meii<  were  wounded. 
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In  the  meantime,  AdaiDB  and  StovaU  advanced 
steadily,  drivnig  back  two  lines  of  skinnishers. 
Stovall  halted  at  the  Chattanooga  road.  Adams, 
after  dispersing  a  regiment  and  ei^turing  a 
battery,  orossed  the  rmul  to  Glenn's  Fann,  and 
halted  a  short  distance  beyond,  in  an  open 
field.  When  Helm's  brigade  was  checked,  and 
I  had  given  Goloael  Lewis  orders  in  reference 
to  his  new  position,  I  rode  to  the  commands  of 
Adame  and  Stovail  on  the  right  It  was  now 
evident  from  the  comparatively  slight  resistance 
they  had  enconntered,  and  the  fast  that  they 
were  not  threatened  in  front,  that  onr  Ime  had 
ezteaded  beyond  the  enemy's  left  I  at  once 
ordered  these  brif;ades  to  change  front  perpen- 
dicular to  the  original  line  of  battle,  and  with 
the  left  of  Adams,  and  the  right  of  Stovail  rest- 
ing on  the  Chattanooga  road,  to  advance  upon  the 
flank  of  the  enemy.  Slocomb's  battery,  which 
had  previously  done  good  service,  was  posted 
on  favorable  ground  on  the  west  of  the  road  to 
support  the  movement  Tlie  brigades  advanced 
in  fine  order  over  a  field,  and  entered  the  woods 
beyond.  Btovall  soon  encountered  the  extreme 
left  of  the  enemy's  works,  which,  retiring  from 
th^  general  north  and  sou^  direction  of  his  in- 
trenchmmits,  extended  westwardly  nearly  to  the 
duttanooga  road.  After  a  severe  and  well-con- 
tested eoi^ict,  he  was  checked  and  forced  to 
retire.  Adams,  on  the  west  of  the  road,  met 
two  lines  of  the  enemy,  who  had  improved  the 
short  time  to  bring  up  reinforcements  and  re- 
form nearly  at  a  right  angle  to  the  troops  in  his 
main  line  of  works. 

The  first  hue  was  routed,  but  it  was  found 
impoaaible  to  break  the  second,  aided  as  it  was 
by  artillery,  and  after  a  sanguinary  contest,  which 
reflected  high  honor  on  the  brigade,  it  was 
forced  back  in  some  confusion.  Here  General 
Adams,  who  is  as  remarkable  for  his  judgment 
on  the  field  as  for  his  courage,  was  severely 
wounded  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  tiie  enemy. 
Among  the  casualties,  lieutenantOolonel  Turner, 
of  the  Nineteenth  Louisiana,  was  wounded,  and 
the  gallant  Major  Butler,  of  the  same  regiment, 
waslnUed. 

Stovail  had  gained  a  point  beyond  the  angle 
of  the  enemy's  main  line  of  works.  Adams  Imd 
advanced  stUi  farther,  being  actoally  in  rear  of 
his  intrenchments.  A  good  supporting  line  to 
my  division  at  this  moment  would  probably 
have  produced  decisive  results.  As  it  was,  Hie 
engagement  on  our  right  had  inflicted  on  the 
enemy  heavy  loesee,  and  compelled  him  to 
weaken  other  narts  of  his  line  to  hold  his  vital 
point  Adams  8  brigade  re4drfiied  behind  Slo- 
comb's batteiy,  wfaicm  repulsed  the  enemy  bv  a 
rapid  and  well-directed  fire,  rendering  on  mis 
occasion  important  and  distinguished  services. 

By  order  of  Lteutenant-General  Hill,  my  di- 
vision was  withdrawn  a  short  distance  to  recruit, 
while  the  troops  of  Major-General  Walker  en- 
gHged  the  enemy.  My  new  line  was  about  six 
hundred  yards  in  advance  of  tiie  position  on 
which  I  first  formed  in  the  morning,  with 
a  slight  change  of  direction,  which  brought 

YoL.  X.— Doa       26 


my  right  r^tively  nearer  to  the  Chattanooga 
road. 

Soon  after  taking  this  position,  an  attack  was 
reported  on  our  right  flank.  It  proved  1»  be 
Granger's  corps  coming  up  from  KossviUe,  and 
threatening  our  right  with  a  part  of  his  force. 
At  the  request  of  Brigadier-General  Forrest,  I 
sent  him  a  section  of  Cobb's  battery,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Gracey,  who  assisted 
handsomely  in  repelline  the  enemy. 

At  the  request  of  me  brigade  commanders, 
the  artillery  of  the  division  h^  been  ordered  to 
report  to  the  brigades  with  which  they  were 
accustomed  to  serve.  Cobb's  battery,  from  the 
nature  of  the  ground,  could  not  participate  to 
its  accustomed  extent,  yet,  as  opportunity  afford- 
ed, it  displayed  its  accustomed  gallantry.  The 
excellent  battery  of  Captain  Mabane,  for  the 
same  reason,  was  able  to  take  little  part  in  the 
action. 

The  afternoon  was  waning  and  the  enemy  still 
obstinatelv  confronted  us  in  his  intrenchments. 
I  received  permission  from  Lieutenant-GenertJ 
HiU  to  make  another  charge.  A  line  of  troops 
on  my  right,  and  covering  a  part  of  my  front, 
advanced  at  the  same  time.  A  portion  of  these 
troops  obliqued  to  the  right,  ana  my  line  passed 
through  the  rest  who  seemed  to  be  out  of  am- 
munition, so  that  after  moving  a  few  hundred 
yards  Uie  enemy  alone  was  in  -my  front.  The 
division  was  advanced  with  intrepiditv,  im- 
der  a  severe  fire,  and  dashed  over  the  left  of 
the  intrenchments.  In  passing  them,  I  saw  on 
my  left  the  r^ht  of  Major-General  Cleburne, 
whose  brave  division  stormed  the  centre.  Sev- 
eral hundred  of  the  enemy  ran  through  our  lines 
to  the  rear ;  the  rest  were  pursued  several  hun- 
dred yards,  and  beyond  the  Chattanooga  road. 
Of  these  some  were  killed  and  a  good  many  taken 
prisoners,  but  most  of  them  escaped  in  the  dark- 
ness. It  was  now  night ;  pursuit  was  stopped 
by  order  of  Creneral  Hill,  and,  throwing  out 
pickets,  I  bivouacked  in  line,  near  the  road. 

The  prisoners  taken  by  my  command  during 
the  day,  of  whom  there  was  a  considerable  num- 
ber, were  allowed  to  go  to  the  rear,  since  details 
could  not  be  spared  for  them,  and  it  was  known 
they  would  be  gathered  up  there. 

The  division  captured  nine  pieces  of  artillery. 
I  am  aware  that  it  is  usually  the  whole  army, 
not  a  part  of  it,  that  takes  guns  from  the  enemy, 
and  that  often  the  troops  who  obtain  possession 
of  them  owe  dieir  good  fortune  quite  as  much 
to  fire  from  the  right  and  left  as  to 'their  own 
efforts ;  yet  I  tiiiiu  it  due  to  my  command  to 
say  that,  in  regard  to  at  least  six  of  these  guns, 
such  considerations  do  not  apply,  and  that  they 
were  taken  without  assistance  from,  any  other 
troops. 

My  total  casoaHieB,  as  shown  by  official  re- 
ports, amounted  to  twelve  hundred  and  fort^, 
of  which  number  one  hundred  and  sixty-six 
were  killed,  nine  hundred  and  nine  wounded, 
and  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  missing. 

To  Brigadier-General  Stovail,  to  Colonel  Lewis, 
who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  Helm's  bri> 
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gade,  and  to  Colonel  R.  L.  Gibflon,  who  buc- 
ceeded  to  the  command  of  Adams's  brigade,  the 
country  is  indebted  for  the  courage  and  skill 
wi^  which  they  discharged  their  ardooos  dur 
ties. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  division,  with 
exceptions  so  rare  as  to  place  in  striking  con- 
trast to  them  the  general  good  conduct,  sustained 
their  former  reputation,  and  were  idike  worthy 
of  each  other. 

To  the  gentlemen  of  my  staff,  I  feel  sincere 
gratitude  for  the  prompt,  fearless,  and  cheerful 
manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duties. 
Major  Wilson,  Assistant  AdjutantOeneral ;  Col- 
onel Yan  Zinken,  A.  A.  G.,  who  had  two  horses 
shot  under  him ;  Captain  Martin,  A.  L  G.,  who 
received  a  contusion  from  a  grape  q^ot ;  lieu- 
tenant Breckinridge,  Aid-de-Camp,  whose  horse 
was  shot;  Captain  Semple,  Ordnance  Officer; 
lieutenant  Bertus  jTwentieth  Louisiana),  A.  A. 
I.  G. ;  Dr.  Heustis,  Chief  Surgeon ;  Dr.  Kiata,  on 
duty  in  tiie  field ;  and  Messrs.  Mdjtohee,  Cole- 
man, Mitchell,  and  Clay,  volunteers  on  my  staff! 
p«rformed  their  duties  in  a  maimer  to  command 
my  confidence  and  regard. 

One  member  of  my  staff  I  cannot  thank.  Major 
R.  E.  Graves,  Chief  of  Artillery,  reoeived  a  moital 
wound  in  the  action  of  Sunday,  the  twentieth. 
Although  a  veiy  young  man,  he  hod  won  emi- 
nence in  arms,  and  he  gave  promise  of  the  high- 
est distinction.  A  truer  friend,  a  purer  patriot, 
a  better  soldier  never  lived. 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectftilly. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

John  C.  BBBOsiirKnxn, 

lCiyor-Q€neraliu0.a 

BSFOBI  Of  XAJORhQBNERAL  P.  B.  CLEBUBNR, 
BiADQa. 


Oamwan^B  Dirsrair,  Bai^  Oon,    1 
UmmxauMt  Btnom,  muB  OBATriiiooaA,  >• 
October  18,  1868.    J 

lb  LieutmuaO-Oolond  Archer  Andenon,  Astigt- 
€mt  AcffUkml'Oeneral  MU'a  Corps  : 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the 
operations  of  my  division  in  the  battle  of  Chioka- 
mauga,  fought  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  the 
nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  September,  1863 : 

During  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  the  nine- 
teenth ultimo,  I  moved  my  division  in  a  westerly 
direction  across  the  (^ckamauga  river,  at  Led- 
ford's  Ford,  and  having  reoeived  orders  to  re- 
port to  Lieutenant-Gbneral  Polk,  commanding 
the  right  wing  of  the  army,  I  did  so,  and  was  d^ 
reote<rby  him  to  form  a  second  Une  in  rear  of 
the  right  of  the  line  already  in  position.  Accord- 
ingly, soon  after  sunset,  my  division  was  formed, 
partially  en  eoAefon,  about  three  hundred  yards 
in  rear  of  the  right  line.  My  right  rested  in 
front  of  a  steam  saw-mill,  known  as  Jay's  Mill, 
situated  on  a  small  stream  running  between  tiie 
Chickamauga  and  the  road  leading  firom  Chat- 
tanooga to  La£ayette.  My  line  extended  frmn 
the  saw-mill  almost  due  south  for  nearly  a  mile, 
fronting  to  the  west  Polk's  brigade,  with  Oil- 
vert's  battery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Thomas 
J.  Key,  composed  my  right  wing;  Wood's  bri- 


gade, witli  Semple's  battery,  my  centre,  and 
DesUer's  brigade,  with  Douglass'  battery,  my 
left  wing.  I  now  reoeived  oraers  from  lieuten- 
ant^leneral  HiU  to  advance,  passing  over  the 
line  which  had  been  repukwa,and  drive  hsA 
the  enemy's  left  wing.  In  my  front  were  open 
woods,  with  the  exception  of  a  clearing  (fenced 
in),  in  frx>nt  of  my  centre,  the  ground  sloping 
upwards  as  we  advanced.  Ordering  the  bri^^Kles 
to  direct  themselverf  b^  Wood's  (the  oentrej 
brigade,  and  i^reaerve  brigade  distance,  I  moved 
forward,  passing  over  the  first  line,  and  was  in 
a  few  moments  heavily  engaged  alon^  mv  right 
and  centre.  The  enemy,  posted  behind  hastilj 
constructed  breastwortES,  opened  a  heavy  fire  d* 
both  small  arms  and  artillery.  For  half  an  hour 
the  firing  was  the  heaviest  I  had  ever  heard ;  it 
was  dark,  however,  and  aoourato  riiooting  was 
impossible.  Each  party  was  aiming  at  ^ 
flashes  of  the  other's  guns,  and  few  of  the  shots 
from  either  side  took  effect  Major  Hotchkiss, 
my  Chief  of  Aridllery,  plaoed  Polk's  and  Wood's 
artillery  in  position  in  the  cleared  field  in  front 
of  my  centre.  Availing  themselves  of  the  noise 
and  the  darkness.  Captain  Semple  and  lieutenant 
Key  ran  their  batteries  forward  within  sixty 
yaras  of  the  enemy's  line  and  c^ned  a  rapid 
fire.  Polk  pressed  forward  at  the  same  mo- 
ment, on  the  right,  when  the  enemy  ceased  firing, 
and  quickly  disa]^peared  from  my  front  There 
was  some  confusion  at  the  time,  necessarily  in- 
separable, however,  from  a  night  attack.  This, 
and  the  difficulty  of  moving  my  artilloy  through 
the  woods  in  the  dark,  rendered  a  furtiier  ad- 
vance inexpedient  for  the  night  I  consequently 
halted,  and,  after  readjusting  my  lines,  threw 
out  skirmishers  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  advance, 
and  bivouacked.  In  this  oonflict,  the  enemy 
was  driven  back  about  a  mile  and  a  half.  Ee 
left  in  my  hands  two  or  three  pieces  of  artillery, 
several  caissons,  two  or  three  hundred  prisonerB, 
and  the  colors  of  the  Seventy-seventh  Indiaiia 
and  those  of  the  Seventy^iinth  Peniuylvania. 

About  ten  o'clock  next  morning,  1  reoeived 
orders  from  LieutenantOenenil  Hul  to  advance 
and  dress  on  the  line  of  General  Breckinridge, 
who  had  been  plaoed  on  my  right  Accordingly, 
direotiiig  each  brigade  to  dress  upon  ^e  right, 
and  preserve  its  distance,  I  moved  forward. 
BreoxiDridge  was  already  in  motion.  The  effort 
to  overtake  and  dress  upon  him  caused  hurry 
and  some  confusion  in  my  line,  which  was  necee* 
ssrily  a  long  one.  Benire  the  effects  of  this 
could  be  rectified,  Polk's  brigade,  and  the  rieht 
of  Wood's  encountered  the  heaviest  artillery  fire 
I  have  ever  experienced.  I  was  now  within 
short  canister  range  of  a  line  of  log  breastworkB, 
and  a  hurricane  of  shot  and  shell  swept  the 
woods  from  the  unseen  eneiny  in  my  front  TUa 
deadly  fire  was  direct,  and  came  from  that  part 
of  the  enemy's  breastworks  opposite  to  my  right 
and  right  centre.  The  rest  of  n^  line,  stretchiDg 
off  to  tiie  left,  received  an  oblique  fire  frtnn  th« 
line  of  breastworks  which,  at  a  point  opposite 
my  oentre,  formed  a  retirinx  angle,  running  ofi 
towards  the  Chattanooga  and  Lamyette  road  be- 
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hind.  The  accompatiying  map,  showing  ihe 
shape  of  tiie  enemy  s  line  of  works  opposite  my 
line,  will  explain  our  relative  positions.  Upon 
reference  to  it,  it  will  be  seen  liiat  opposite  to 
my  right  mid  right  centre  the  enemy  s  works 
ran  a^ont  half  a  mile  north  and  sonlii,  and 
nearly  parallel  to  the  Ohattanooga  and  Lafayette 
road,  which  was  about  three  hxmdred  yards  be- 
hind ;  that  at  a  point  opposite  my  centre  his 
works  formed,  as  oefore  s&ted,  a  rertiring  angle, 
running  in  a  westerly  and  somewhat  oblique 
direction  to  the  Ohattanooga  aud  Lafayette  road ; 
and  that  at  a  point  nearly  opposite  my  right,  his 
works  formea  another  retiring  angle,  running 
back  also  to  the  road.  My  right  and  right  cen- 
tre, consisting  of  Polk*s  brigade  and  Lowry's 
regiment  of  Wood's  brigade,  were  checked 
within  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  yards  of 
the  advance  part  of  this  portion  of  the  enemy's 
works,  and  the  rest  of  the  line  were  halted  in 
compliance  with  the  order  previously  given,  to 
dress  upon  the  right  Passing  towards  the  left 
at  this  time,  I  found  that  the  une  of  advance  of 
my  division,  which  was  the  left  of  the  right 
wing  of  the  army,  converged  with  the  line  of 
advance  of  the  left  wine  of  tiie  army ;  the  flanks 
of  Hie  two  wings  had  a&eady  come  in  collision  ; 
part  of  Wood's  brigade  had  passed  over  Bate's 
brigade  of  Stewart's  division,  which  was  the  ri^ht 
of  the  left  wine,  and  Deshler's  brigade,  which 
formed  my  left,  bad  been  thrown  out  entirely, 
and  was  in  rear  of  the  left  wing  of  the  armv.  I 
ordered  Wood  to  move  forward  the  remainder  of 
his  brigade,  opening  at  the  same  time  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  enemy's  fire  wilb  Semple's 
battery.  That  part  of  Wood's  brigade  to 
the  left  of  Lowry's  regiment,  and  to  ^e  left 
of  the  Bouthem  angle  of  the  breastworks  in 
its  advance  at  tiiis  time,  entered  an  old  field, 
bordering  the  Chattanooga  and  La&yette  road, 
and  attempted  to  cross  it  in  the  faoe  of  a 
heavy  fire  nrom  works  in  its  front  It  had  almost 
reached  ihe  road,  its  left  being  at  Poe's  house 

S Known  as  ^a  burning  house),  when  it  was 
riven  back  by  a  heavy  oblique  fire  of  small 
arms  and  artillery,  which  was  opened  upon  both 
its  flanks ;  the  fire  from  the  right  coming  from 
the  south  face  of  the  breastworks,  which  was 
hid  from  view  bv  the  thick  growth  of  scrub  oaks 
bordering  the  field.  Five  hundred  men  were 
killed  and  womided  by  this  fire  in  a  few  minutes. 
Upon  this  repulse,  Lowry's  regiment  havine  also 
in  ihe  meantime  been  forced  to  retire,  I  ordered 
the  brigade  still  fmHier  back  to  re-form.  8em- 
ple's  batlerv,  which  had  no  position,  I  also 
ordered  back.  I  now  moved  Deshler's  brigade 
by  the  right  flank,  with  the  intention  of  connect- 
ing it  wiSi  Polk's  left,  so  filling  thegap  left  in 
my  centre  by  the  withdrawal  of  Wood.  This 
connection,  however,  I  could  not  establish,  as 
Polk's  left  had,  in  its  torn,  been  also  driven  back. 
Finding  It  a  useless  sacrifice  of  life  for  Polk  to 
retain  his  position,  I  ordered  him  to  &11  back 
with  the  rest  of  his  lino,  and  with  his  and 
Wood's  brigades  I  took  up  a  strong  defensive 
position,  some  three  or  four  hundrea  yards  in 


rear  of  the  point  from  which  they  had  been  re- 
pulsed. Deshler's  brigade  had  moved  forward 
towards  the  rieht  of  the  enemy's  advanced 
works,  but  could  not  go  beyond  the  crest  of  a 
low  ridge  firom  which  Lowry  had  been  repulsed. 
I  therefore  ordered  him  to  cover  himself  behind 
the  ridge,  and  hold  his  position  as  long  as  pos- 
sible. His  brigade  was  now  en  echehn  about 
four  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  left  of  the 
rest  of  the  division,  which  here  rested  for  some 
hours.  In  effecting  this  last  disposition  of  his 
command,  Q«neral  Deshler  fell,  a  shell  passing 
fair  through  his  chest  It  was  the  first  battle  in 
which  this  gentleman  had  the  honor  of  com- 
manding as  a  general  ofiScer.  He  was  a  brave 
and  efficient  one.  fie  brought  always  to  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  a  warm  zeal  and  a  high 
conscientiousness.  The  army  and  the  coun^ 
^Oll  long  remember  him. 

At  about  3.90  p.m.,  I  received  orders  from 
Lieutenant-General  Polk  to  move  forward  on  a 
line  with  my  left,  Deshler  connecting  my  right 
with  Jackson's  brigade,  and,  when  I  had  formed 
my  line,  to  remain  and  hold  the  position.  I  ac- 
cordingly advanced  with  mv  centre  and  right 
wing,  drove  in  the  enemy  s  skirmishers,  and 
forced  his  line  behind  the  works  fi*om  which  he 
had  repulsed  tis  in  the  morning.  The  left  wing 
of  the  army  had  been  driving  the  enemy ;  the 
right  wing  now  attacked.  Lieutonan^G-eneral 
Polk  ordering  me  to  advance  my  heavy  batteries 
and  open  on  the  enemy.  Captain  Semple,  my 
acting  Ctnef  of  Artillery  (Maior  Hotehkiss,  my 
Chief  of  Artillery,  beine  disabled  by  a  wound 
received  the  day  before),  selected  positions  in 
front  of  the  line,  and  placed  his  own  and  Doug- 
lass's batteries  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  breastworks,  and  opened  a  rapid  and 
most  effective  fire,  silencing  immediately  a  bat- 
tery which  had  oeen  playing  upon  my  lines. 
About  the  same  time  Brigadier-Greneial  Polk 
charged  and  soon  carried  the  north-western 
angle  of  the  enemv's  works,  takine,  in  succes- 
sion, three  lines  of  breastworks.  In  these  bril- 
liant operations  he  was  materially  aided  by 
Key's  Ixittery,  and  towards  ito  dose  by  Doug- 
lass's battery,  which  had  again  been  moved  by 
my  orders  to  my  extreme  right,  where  it  was 
run  into  position  bv  hand.  A  large  number  of 
prisoners  (regulars)  were  here  captured.  The 
enemy  abandoned  his  works  and  retired  precip- 
itately. Brigadier-Ckneral  Polk  pursued  to  the 
Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road,  where  he  cap- 
tured anotner  piece  of  artillery.  I  here  received 
directions  from  Lieutenant-General  Hill  to  halt 
my  command  until  further  orders.  I  cannot  dose 
tfcos  report  without  an  acknowledgment  of  dis- 
tmguisned  services  rendered  by  various  officers 
and  men,  which  would  otherwise  pass  unno- 
ticed. I  have  already  inddentally  called  atten- 
tion to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Brigadier-General 
Polk,  but  it  is  due  to  him  and  to  the  country, 
which  wishes  to  appreciate  its  faithful  servante, 
to  say  that  to  the  mtrepidily  and  stem  deter- 
mination of  purpose  of  hmiiself  and  men  I  was 
principally  mdebted  for  the  success   of  the 
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chaise  on  Sunday  evening,  which  drove  the 
enemy  from  his  breastworks  and  gave  na  the 
battle.  Colonel  Mills,  also,  is  entitled  to  be  re- 
membered. Leading  his  regiment  through  the 
batde  imtU  the  fall  of  his  Brigadier  f  the  lamented 
Deshler),  he  was  then  called  by  seniority  to  com- 
mand the  brigade,  which  he  did  with  gallantry 
and  intelligence. 

To  my  staff— Maior  Galhoan  Benham,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General  (who  received  a  contusion  in 
the  right  shoulder  from  a  grapeshot  or  fragment 
of  sh^ ;  Captain  Irving  A.  Buck,  Assistant  Ad- 
iutant^xeneral  (whose  horse  was  shot  under 
him) ;  Major  Joseph  K.  Dixon,  Assistant  Inspec- 
tor-Qenenu;  Captain  6.  F.  Phillips,  Assistant 
Inspector-General;  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Jetton, 
Aio^ie-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Inroectoi^ 
General ;  Major  T.  R.  Hotchkiss,  Chief  of  Artil- 
lery (who  received  a  womid  from  a  Minie  bs^ 
in  the  foot  on  Saturday,  which  deprived  me  of 
his  valuable  services  afterwards) ;  (^tain  Henry 
C.  Semple  (who  replaced  Major  Hotchkiss  as 
Chief  of  Artillery,  when  disabled);  Captain  C.  F. 
Yandeford,  Chief  of  Ordnance ;  Lieutenant  L.  H. 
Mangum,  Aid-de-Camp,  and  Lieutenant  S.  P. 
Hanly,  Aid-de-Oamp  (who  received  a  contusion 
from  a  grapeshot) — ^I  am  indebted  for  the  faith- 
ful and  indefatigable  manner  in  which  they  per- 
formed their  vital  (though,  perhaps,  not  showv) 
duties  throughout  these  operations.  Major  T. 
R.  Hotchkiss,  Chief  of  Artillery ;  (Captain  Sem- 

Sle,  with  his  battery,  and  Lieutenant  Thomas  J. 
^ey,  commanding  Calverfs  battery,  rendered 
invsduable  service,  and  exhibited  the  highest 
gallantry  on  Saturdav  night  in  running  their 
pieces  up,  as  they  did,  within  sixty  yards  of  the 
enemy.  In  this  they  were  ably  sustained  by 
Lieutenant  Bichard  Goldthwaite,  of  Semple's 
battery.  Here  Major  Hotchkiss  received  his 
wound  Captain  Semple  also  displayed  skill  and 
judgment  as  Acting  Chief  of  Artillery,  particu- 
larly in  the  selection  of  a  position  for  his  own 
and  Douglass's  batteries  on  Sunday  evening, 
which  gave  an  oblique  fire  upon  the  enemy  m 
his  works,  contributing  to  the  success  of'^tiie 
final  charge  by  Polk's  brigade.  Captain  0.  S. 
Palmer,  Assistant  Adjutant^neral  of  Wood's 
brigade,  was  conspicuous  for  his  coolness  and 
attention  to  duty  on  the  field,  and  has  my  thanks. 
I  am  much  indebted  also  to  Dr.  A.  Lintfaicum, 
Chief  Surgeon  of  my  division.  The  completeness 
of  his  arrangements,  his  careful  supervision  of 
subordinates,  both  on  the  field,  under  fire,  and 
elsewhere,  and  in  the  hospital,  secured  our  gallant 
wounded  prompt  attention,  and  all  the  alleviation 
of  pain  attainable  in  the  exigencies  of  bal^e. 
Surgeon  A.  R.  En^dne  (then  acting,  now  actual 
Medical  Inspector  of  my  division!  rendered 
most  efficient  service.  Assistant-Sursreon  Al- 
fred B.  DeLoach  particularly  distinguisned  him- 
self by  his  unselfiiBh  devotion  going  repeatedly 
far  forward  under  fire,  and  among  fhe  sKirmish- 
ers,  to  attend  the  wounded*  James  P.  Brady 
and  Melvin  Overstreet,  privates  in  the  Buckner 
Guards  (mv  escort),  specially  detailed  to  attend 
me  througn  the  battle,  went  with  me  wherever 


my  duty  called  me.  Brady  waa  woended  in 
the  hand.  Overstreet  had  his  horse  shot  To 
Captain  C.  F.  Yandeford,  my  Chief  of  Ordnance, 
my  thanks  are  especially  dne.  His  trains  were 
always  in  the  best  order,  and  in  the  most  accee- 
sible  position,  and  to  his  care  in  tiiis  respect  I 
am  indebted  for  a  prompt  supply  of  ammnnition 
in  ever^  critical  emergency  which  arose.  I 
carried  mto  action  on  Saturday,  the  nineteenth, 
five  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifteen  officers 
and  men,  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five bayonets.  On  Sunday,  the  tw^itielh, 
I  carried  in  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-one officers  and  men,  four  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  bayonets.  In  the  two 
days  my  casualties  were  two  hundred  and  four 
kiQed,  fifteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine  wounded, 
six  missings-making  in  all  one  tfaousa&d  seven 
hundred  and  forty-mne. 

Respectfully, 

P.  R.  GumuBiiB, 

REPORT  OF  ILUOB^ENERAL  T.  G.  HINBMAX. 

AnJUicA,  Ommu,  Octol»er  S6, 186S. 

lAeui&MmirOciUmd  Q,  M.  8orrd^  A,  A,  Oa^ertd 
L(mg8treet*8  Corps: 

Colonel:  Sickness  prevented  me  from  exer- 
cising command  on  Saturday,  September  nin&- 
teenw,  until  about  three  p.  m.  My  division  had 
then  crossed  the  Chickamauga  at  Hunfs  Ford, 
and  was  soon  after  ordered  to  the  support  of 
Maior-General  Hood.  The  order  was  executed 
under  a  hea^  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy, 
causing  some  loss.  Mv  position  was  on  Hood's 
left  ana  Buckner's  right,  near  the  centre  of  the 
left  wing  of  the  army,  fiicing  west,  parallel  with 
the  Lafayette  and  Chattanooga  road,  six  or  eight 
hundred  yards  distant  The  brigades  of  Deas 
and  Manigault  constituted  my  first  line,  and  An- 
derson's my  reserve.  Nothing  important  hap- 
Sened  during  the  remainder  of  the  day.  After 
ark,  in  the  readiustment  of  my  lihe,  a  sharp 
skirmiBh  occurred  on  Manigault's  left^  t^  ene- 
my retiring. 

About  eleven  a.  m.,  on  Sunday,  September 
twentieth,  under  orders  from  LieutenantOeneral 
Longstreet,  commanding  the  left  wing,  my  oom> 
mand  moved  forward  simultaneously  with  the 
troops  on  my  ri^ht.  At  the  distance  of  three 
hunared  yards,  sKirmishing  commenced  and  im- 
mediately my  whole  line  was  engaged.  Rushing 
on  at  a  double-quick,  through  a  storm  of  bullets, 
shot  and  shell,  Deas'  brave  Alabamiana  and 
Manigault's  Alabamians  and  South  Carolinians, 
equaUy  brave,  drove  the  enemy  from  his  breast- 
works, then  pushed  his  beyond  the  Lafayette 
road,  and  charged  his  second  line  of  breast- 
works three  hundred  yards  further  on.  The 
troops  on  Manigault's  left  not  advancing  with 
him,  he  was  enffladed  on  that  flank  by  infantry 
and  artillery,  checked,  and  at  length  forced  to 
retire.  One  gun  of  his  battery,  temporarily  dis- 
abled, was  left  exposed  to  capture,  when  Colo- 
nel J.  0.  Reid's  Tw^ly-ei^hth  Alabama  gallantly 
faced  about  and  brought  it  off  in  safety . 
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I>(^a8  swept  like  a  whirlwind  over  the  breast- 
works. Anderson's  fearless  Mississippians  car- 
ryine  the  breastworks  in  their  front,  moved  np 
rapiol/  on  his  left,  to  Maniganlt's  place.  With- 
out halting,  these  two  brigades  then  drove  the 
iiicmy  across  tlie  Orawfish  Spring  road  and  np 
the  broken  spnrs  of  Missionary  Ridge,  to  its 
first  elevation,  one  hnndred  yards  west.  Hiding 
behind  this,  the  enemy  opened  a  tremendous 
fire  of  mn^etry  and  cannon  upon  onr  line  as  it 
advanced,  and  at  the  same  time  enfiladed  it  from 
an  eminence  in  a  field  on  the  right.  But,  with- 
out fanltering,  he  was  charged,  driven  from  his 
strong  position,  and  pnrsued  upwards  of  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  when  he  ceased  resisting  and 
disappeared,  going  north,  completely  routed.  A 
body  of  Federal  cavalry,  covering  the  retreat  of 
the  infantry,  made  a  demonstration  against  my 
right,  but  retired  hastily  when  about  to  be  at- 
tacked. 

Meantime  Manigault  sent  back  for  and  re- 
ceived the  support  of  Trigg's  brigade,  of  Buck- 
ner's  corps,  and,  with  it,  compefied  the  rapid 
retreat  of  tne  force  in  his  front 

The  Fifteenth  Alabama  regiment,  of  General 
Law's  command,  which  had  lost  its  direction, 
fired  on  Deas*  right,  but  upon  discovering  the 
mistake,  moved  up  and  fought  gallantly  with 
him. 

I  now  sent  staff  officers  to  the  right  and  left, 
and  ascertained  that  my  advance  was  nearly  a 
mile  further  west  than  any  other  troops  of  the 
left  wing,  none  of  which  bad  yet  reaiched  the 
Crawfish  Spring  road.  To  my  right  and  rear 
there  was  hot  firing.  I  determined  to  move 
there,  and  gave  the  necessary  orders  directing 
the  command  to  march  north-east  to  the  Lafay- 
ette road,  till  the  position  of  our  troops  then 
engaged  should  be  ascertained.  This  was  to 
avoid  "ttie  possibilit)r  of  collision  with  friendly 
forces,  and  to  gain  tune  for  re-forming  portions 
of  my  command  disordered  by  their  rapid  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy. 

In  the  splendid  advance  which  I  have  attempt- 
ed to  describe,  through  woods  and  fields,  and 
over  a  part  of  Missionanr  Ridge,  against  the 
troops  of  Sheridan's  and  J.  C.  Davis's  divisions, 
seventeen  pieces  of  Federal  artillery  were  cap- 
tured by  my  division,  fourteen  of  which  were 
taken  into  possession  and  conveyed  to  the  rear 
by  Captain  Waters,  Acting  Chief  of  Artillery, 
and  three  pieces  bv  Major  Riby,  Chief  of  Ord- 
nance. Since  the  battle,  I  have  been  informed 
that  a  staff  officer  from  army  headquarters  found 
ten  pieces  abandoned  in  a  gorge  in  front  of  my 
position,  west  of  tiie  Crawfish  Spring  road.  The 
number  of  prisoners  exceeded  eleven  hundred, 
including  tluree  Colonels.  The  ground  was  strewn 
with  small  arms,  of  which  fourteen  hundred 
were  collected.  Five  or  six  standards,  five 
caissons  and  one  boittery  wagon,  one  ambu- 
lance, about  forty  horses  and  mules,  and  nine 
ordnance  wagons,  with  one  hundred  and  six-five 
^ousand  rounds  of  ammunition,  were  also  se- 
cured. The  numerous  wounded  and  dead  of  the 
enemy  fell  into  onr  hands.    Among  the  latter 


was  Brieadier-General  Lytle,  of  the  Federal 
army,  kiUed  by  Deas'  brigade. 

while  moving  to  the  right  and  rear,  I  was 
met  by  a  staff  officer  of  Brigadier-General  Bnsh- 
rod  Johnson,  and  afterwards  by  that  officer  him* 
self,  stating  that  he  was  hard  pressed  and  must 
have  support  forthwith  or  he  would  be  compelled 
to  faD  back.  I  immediately  placed  Anderson's 
brijf  ade  under  his  orders. 

DeaSf  who  was  out  of  ammunition,  obtained  a 
partial  supply  from  Johnson's  wagons,  and  then 
marched  west  across  the  Crawfish  Spring  road 
and  formed  line  of  battie,  faci]^  west,  at  the 
top  of  the  first  rid^e  beyond.  His  skirmishers 
became  engaged  unmediately  witii  those  of  a 
force  of  the  enemy  occupying  the  next  ridge. 
Manigault,  now  coming  up,  was  directed  to  form 
on  Deas'  right  I  believed  the  force  in  my  front 
to  be  the  same  that  I  had  previously  routed, 
making  its  way  towards  Chattanooga,  and  de- 
sired cutting  it  off  and  capturing  it  But  at 
this  juncture,  before  Manieault's  line  had  been 
established,  brisk  firing  haa  commenced  to  my 
right  and  rear,  east  of  the  Crawfish  Spring  road, 
and  I  receivea  from  General  Johnson  urgent  re- 
quests for  further  support  Deas  and  Manieault 
at  once  moved  in  that  direction  and  formed  on 
his  left  Previous  to  their  arrival  the  firing  had 
ceased. 

(xeneral  Johnson's  line  faced  nearly  north, 
about  perpendicular  to  the  Lafayette  road  and 
to  our  original  line  of  battie.  It  was  the  side  of 
an  extremely  rough  and  steep  projection  of  Mis- 
sionary Ridge,  near  Dyer's  fiurm,  and  was  ex- 
tended easterwardly  by  the  lines  of  Anderson 
and  Kershaw.  The  height  teminated  in  an  open 
field,  near  Kershaw's  nght  It  was  elsewhere 
densely  wooded.  The  enemy  held  the  summit 
in  strong  force,  his  artillery  planted  on  sundry 
sudden  elevations  rising  up  like  redoubts ;  his 
infantry  between  these,  benind  the  crest,  and 
further  sheltered  by  breastworks  of  trees  and 
rocks. 

At  three  p.  m.,  a  force  of  the  enemy,  probably 
that  which  I  had  recentiy  confronted  west  of  the 
Crawfish  Spring  road,  appeared  on  my  left, 
capturing  several  men  of  my  infirmary  corps 
and  others  who  had  fallen  out  from  fatigue  or 
wounds.  I  was  apprehensive  of  an  attack  in 
rear,  and  sent  to  General  Longstreet  and  General 
BucKuer  for  reinforcements.  At  the  same  time, 
being  the  officer  of  highest  rank  present  and 
deeming  concert  of  action  necessary,  I  as* 
sumed  command  of  Gkneral  Johnson's  troops, 
and  ordered  an  immediate  and  vigorous  attack 
upon  the  enemy  in  our  front — Deas  and  Mani- 
gault, with  Johnson's  command,  all  under  direc- 
tion of  that  officer,  to  wheel  to  the  right  until 
&ced  east,  and  then  to  advance,  taking  the  enemy 
in  flac^ ;  Anderson  to  move  forward  when  the 
firing  should  begin.  General  Kershaw  agreed 
to  conform  to  the  movements  of  the  latter.  I 
hoped  to  insure  the  capture  or  destruction  of 
the  enemy  by  driving  him  in  confnsion  upon  the 
right  wing  of  our  army. 

The  movement  began  at  half-past  three.    Skir- 
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nuBhing  extended  along  the  whole  line  aa  DeaA,  at 
the  extreme  left,  commencing  swinging.  In  a 
few  minutea  a  terrific  contest  ensued,  which  con- 
tinued at  dose  quarters,  without  any  intermia- 
aion,  over  four  hours.  Our  Jxoops  attacked  again 
and  again,  with  a  courage  worthy  of  their  paat 
achievements.  The  enemy  foueht  with  deter- 
mined obstinacy,  and  repeated^  repulsed  us, 
but  only  to  be  again  aasaded.  As  showing  the 
fierceness  of  the  fight,  the  fact  is  mentioned 
that,  on  our  extreme  left,  the  bayonet  was  used, 
and  ^e  men  also  killed  and  wounded  with 
clubbed  muskets.  A  little  after  four  the  enemy 
was  reinforced  and  advanced,  with  loud  shouts, 
upon  our  right,  but  was  repulsed  by  Anderson 
and  Kershaw.  At  this  time  it  became  necessary 
to  retire  Qarritjy's  battery^  of  Anderson's  brigade, 
which  had  been  doing  enective  service.  It  was 
subsequently  held  in  reserve.  Dent's  battery, 
of  Deas'  brigade,  was  engaged  throughout  the 
struggle.  Notwithatanding  the  repulses  of  our 
infan^,  the  officers  and  men  of  this  battery 
stood  to  their  guns  undaunted,  and  continued 
firing,  inflicting  severe  loss  on  the  enemy,  and 
contributing  largely  to  the  success  of  my  opera- 
tions. 

At  twenty  minutes  after  four  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Preston,  of  Buckner's  corps,  in  answer  to 
my  application  for  help,  brought  me  the  timely 
and  vflduable  reinforcements  of  Kelly's  brigade, 
and,  witiiin  an  hour  afterwards,  the  remaining 
brigades  of  his  division.  Qracie's  and  Trigg's. 
These  brave  troops,  as  they  arrived,  were  con- 
ducted by  officers  of  my  staff,  to  the  right  of 
m^  line,  and  promptiy  advanced,  in  coniunction 
with  the  rest,  upon  the  enemy.  From  tiiis  time 
we  gained  ground,  but,  though  commanding 
nine  origades,  with  Kershaw's  co-operating,  and 
all  in  action,  I  found  the  gain  both  slow  and 
costiy.  I  have  never  known  Federal  troops  to 
fight  so  weU.  It  is  just  to  say,  also,  that  I  never 
saw  Confederate  soldiers  fight  better. 

Between  half-past  seven  and  eight  p.  m.,  the 
enemy  was  driven  from  his  position,  surrender- 
ing to  the  gallant  Preston  six  or  seven  hundred 
prisoners,  with  five  standards  and  many  valuable 
arms.  One  piece  of  artillery,  two  or  three 
wagons,  and  about  fifty  prisoners,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Deas'  brigade.  This  was  the  victori- 
ous ending  of  the  battle  of  Ghickamauga. 

At  eleven  p.m.,  suffering  much  pain  from  an 
injury  received  about  mid-^ay,  I  relinquished  to 
Bri^adier-Gkneral  Anderson  the  command  of  my 
division. 

The  usual  commendatory  expressions  would 
almost  seem  to  cheapen  the  services  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  my  immediate  command  during 
the  day,  and  tiiose  who  fought  witix  us  in  the 
^temoon.  The  relation  of  what  they  performed 
ought  to  immortalize  them.  For  signal  gal- 
lantry and  efficiency  the  army  and  country  are 
indebted  to  Brigadier-Generals  Preston  and 
Johnson,  and  their  several  brigade  commanders ; 
also  to  Brigadier-General  KerBhaw,andthe  three 
brigade  commanders  of  my  division,  Anderson, 
Deas  and  Manigault    Without  the  decided  suc- 


cess whidi  th^  won  on  Dyer's  Hill,  Ghickamau- 
ga would  not  have  be^i  a  victory,  unless  after 
another  day  of  fighting  and  slaughter. 

On  the  same  roll  of  honor  should  be  inscribed 
the  names  of  the  chivalrous  staff  officers,  the 
d!evoted  officers  of  the  regiments  and  companies, 
and  the  heroic  rank  and  me.  The  reports  of  my 
subddinates  mention  many  of  each  grade  who 
distinguished  themselves.  Not  a  few  of  them 
feU  gloriously,  and  now  rest  on  the  field ;  others 
bear  honorable  wounds,  and  others  fortunately 
remain  unhurt.  I  respectfully  ask  attention  to 
the  records  of  their  con^icuous '  braver>%  and 
that  the  appropriate  rewards  of  valor  be  con- 
ferred on  mem. 

The  following  staff  officers  were  with  me  on 
the  field : 

Colonel  C.  W.  Adams,  Assistant  A^iutant  and 
Inspector-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Major  J.  P.  Wilson,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eraL 

Captain  Walker  Anderson,  Acting  ABsistant 
Adjutant-GeneraL 

Lieutenant  B.  F.  WilHams,  Aid-de-Gan^). 

Captain  D.  D.  Waters,  Acting  Chief  of  Artil- 
lery. 

Captain  J.  F.  Walton,  Provost  Marshal 

Captain  Lenoir,  and  Lieutenants  Gordon  and 
Lee,  of  my  cavalry  escort,  also  acted  on  my  staff 
during  the  engagement 

The  conduct  of  all  these  officers  was  in  the 
hifi^hest  degree  soldierly,  and  their  services  most 
valuable.  They  have  my  thanks,  and  deserve 
the  confidence  of  their  superiors.  Colonel  Adams 
especially,  by  his  greater  experience,  his  cool 
courage,  and  his  admirable  promptness  and  pre- 
cision, has  placed  me  under  lasting  obligations, 
aind  amply  shown  his  fitness  for  higher  rank, 
which  I  earnestly  hope  will  be  given  him. 

Major  £.  B.  D.  Riley,  Chief  of  Ordnance,  was 
very  efficient  in  his  department,  bavins  his 
trains  almost  constanti^  at  hand,  and  supplying 
every  call  for  ammunition  with  the  least  possible 
dela^. 

Imgor  J.  C.  Palmer,  C.  8.,  performed  hia  duties 
in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  providii^  the 
command  with  cooked  rations  during  the  l»ttle, 
and  the  movements  preliminary  to  it,  with  al- 
most as  much  regularity  as  if  prepared  by  the 
men  themselves  in  camp.  In  this  ne  was  effici- 
entiy  aided  by  Captain  S.  M.  Lanirr,  Assistantp 
(Juartermaster,  an  officer  always  ready  and  will- 
ing, and  whose  qualifications  and  services  fairly 
entitie  him  to  promotion. 

Chief  Surgeon  C.  Terry  was  prompt  and  effi- 
cient to  the  utmost  extent  of  the  means  at  his 
disposal. 

Lieutenant  L.  P.Dodge,Aid-de-Caiap,was  dis- 
abled by  being  thrown  from  his  horse  before 
the  battie  commenced,  and  was  not  afterwards 
with  me.  ^ 

The  strength  of  nw  division,  on  going  into 
action,  was  nve  hundred  and  one  omoers,  and 
five  thousand  six  hundred  and  twentgr-one  en- 
listed men. 

My  loss  in  officers  was  sixteen  killed,  eighty- 
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one  woimded,  atid  one  miaeing ;  in  Mdistedmen, 
two  hnndred  and  iffywn  MUed,  one  thonsand 
three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  wounded,  and 
ninetjr-eeven  misain^.  Whole  loaa^two  hundred 
and  aevent^-two  kined,  one  theuauid  four  hiu- 
dred  and  9n^ty  wounded,  and  ninety-eight  miaa- 
ing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reapeotfiiUy, 
Tour  obedient  aervaiit^ 

T.  G.  EnanfAN, 


BEPQBT  OJP  MAJOR-GBTERAL  WALKER,  COMMANDING 

USaSERTE  CORPS. 

BMADQVABaxaa  DivBioir,  ) 

Nbab  Cbaxxavoooa,  Tgkv.,  October  18, 1883.  J 

lAeulenant-OoUmd  George  Wm*  Breat,  Aaeiikmt 

AifftOmU'Qenend  : 

CoiiOMKL:  The  reports  of  the  oonunanding 
oflicem  of  the  bngadea  and  diviaiona  having 
been  received,  1  haaten  to  formurd  them  to 
headquarters,  together  with  my  report  as  com- 
mander of  the  reaenre  oorpa : 

On  the  18th  of  October,  I  was  ordered  by  the 
commanding  General  to  cross  the  CSiiokamasga 
at  Alexander's  Bridge,  if  practicable — ^if  not,  to 
cross  at  Byron's  Ford,  about  one  and  a  half  mUes 
below.  Before  reaching  the  bndge,  I  was  in- 
fbimed  that  I  would  have  to  fight  for  it,  as  it 
was  held  b^  the  enemy.  General  liddBll,  com- 
mandiitt^  division,  was  ordered  to  advance  with 
Waltii^'s  and  Govan's  brigades  (Colonel  Ckmm 
oonunanded  Gdheral  Liddell  a  brteade).  General 
Walthall  advanced  upon  ihe  brieve,  and  became 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  ahort  and 
ahup  encounter,  took  the  bridge,  which  waa 
torn  op  by  the  enemy,  makxag  it  neceaaary  for 
the  command  to  orosa  at  Byron'a  Ford.  Colonel 
Govan'a  akirmishers  were  also  engaged.  Botor's 
and  Wilson's  brigades  were  hM.  in  reserve,  and 
not  engaged  Byron'a  Ford  was  creased  at  night 
by  the  troopa,  but  the  ordnance  wagons,  in  oon- 
aequence  of  the  rocky  and  uneven  nature  of  the 
ford,  were  not  croased  until  morning.  Colonel 
Wilson's  brigade  waa  left  to  guard  the  wagons, 
and  the  reat  of  the  command  bivouacked  about 
a  mile  from  the  ford.  I  received  an  order  that 
ni^t  to  report  to  General  Hood's  command. 

Early  in  the  morning.  General  Forreat  aaked 
for  a  brigade  of  infancy,  and  the  commanding 
General  (Genera!  Bragg)  directed  me  to  order  a 
brigade  to  report  to  him.  Pertly  aftorwarda, 
hearing  firing.  I  remarked  to  the  commanding 
General  (General  Bragg)  that  I  thought  Wilaon'e 
brigade  waa  engaged,  and  that  I  would  hasten 
to  it.  He  directed  me  to  attack  witii  all  ^e 
force  I  had.  [General  Liddell  labors  under  a 
misapprehension  in  the  first  part  of  his  report 
when  he  speaks  of  my  sending  for  orders  and 
making  a  recounoissaoce.  I  had  been  on  the 
field  bi^ore  I  saw  General  LiddeU,  and  had  re- 
ceived orders  from  the  commanding  General  /as 
I  state  in  my  report)  before  I  went  on  the  field, 
and  was  satisfied  of  tiie  large  force  of  the  enemy, 
and  sent  for  reinforcemento  before  I  met  him. 
When  I  did  meet  hfan  we  had  some  conversa- 


tion about  the  forces,  etc.,  which  I  do  not  re- 
member. He  is  mistaken  in  regard  to  time.] 
»0n  reacJiing  the  ground  I  found  that  Wilson's 
and  Ector's  brigade  (having  also  been  taken  by 
Forreat,  without  any  authority  from  me)  were 
heavily  preased,  and,  from  the  greatly  superior 
numbers  of  the  enemy,  were  compelled  to  fall 
back.  I  refer  you  to  Colonel  Wilson's  report 
for  the  part  his  brigade  took  in  the  action. 
Genend  Ector  is  ab^^nt,  bis  brigade  having 
been  ordered  to  Misaiasippi ;  and  I  have  no 
report  from  him,  but  hia  origade  acted  with 
the  greatest  gallantry.  I  ordered  Liddell's  divi- 
don  up  aa  soon  as  I  reached  the  ground,  and 
they  came  up  as  quickly  aa  poaaible,  formed  in 
line  of  battle,  and  moved  up  m  gallant  style  and 
attacked  ti^e  enemy.  I  refer  you  to  General 
Liddell'a  report,  and  to  General  Walthall's  and 
Colonel  Govan's  for  particulars.  This  division, 
too,  after  a  desperate  and  gallant  struggle  had 
to  fall  back.  Diacoveiing,  on  my  arrival  on  the 
ground,  that  my  oommsnd  had  encountered  a 
heavy  force,  I  sent  immediately  back  to  the 
commanding  Greneral  for  reinforcements.  About 
one  o'dock  General  Cheatham  came  up,  and  was 
informed  by  me  where  his  division  was  needed. 
I  refer  you  to  his  own  report  for  his  part  in 
the  aetion.  About  five  p.  m.  (I  had  no  watch, 
but  this  was  about  the  time),  General  Polk  came 
up  and  took  command,  and  my  command  acted 
under  his  orders.  I  am  satisfied  that  there  were 
more  than  Thomas'  corps  engaged;  and  all 
northern  aooounts  state  that  parts  of  Grittenr 
den's  and  McCook's  were  engaged.  The  unequal 
contest  of  four  brigades  against  such  over- 
whehning  odds  is  unparalleled  in  this  revolu- 
tion, and  the  troops  deserve  *immortal  honor  for 
^e  part  boms  in  uie  action.  Only  soldiers  fight- 
ing for  all  that  is  dear  to  freemen  could  attack, 
be  driven,  raltf  and  attack  again  such  superior 
forces.  Two  tines  of  battle  of  the  enemv  were 
broken  in  the  first  atta<dc  by  Wiison ;  and  when 
he  was  compelled  to  retire  from  the  front  of 
the  breastworks  whidi  ttie  enemy  had  fallen 
behind,  the  fight  was  taken  up  by  Liddell's 
division,  and  tiie  enemy's  line  broken  again, 
when  he  again  took  refuge  behind  his  breast- 
works, and  Liddell  was  compelled  to  £all  baok« 
The  troops  were  rapidly  formed  again,  and  the 
imequal  contest  was  carried  on  from  between 
nine  and  ten  a.  v.,  bv  my  command  until  about 
half-past  one  p.  m.,  when,  as  I  have  said,  Cheat- 
ham^ division  came  up.  In  the  afternoon  at  about 
five  o'clock,  my  command  was  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Polk  to  support  CHebume.  General  P. 
will  doubtless  report  what  then  happened. 

I  was  directed,  Satmrday  night,  by  G^enexal 
Polk  (to  whom  I  waa  then  ordered  to  report)  to 
hold  my  reserve  corps  in  readineaa  to  aupport 
an  attack  upon  the  enemy,  which  would  take^ 

Sfaoe  at  dM^Ught,  and  to  aupport  Cheatiism'a 
ivision.  1  was  on  the  ground  at  daylight 
ready  for  the  attack.  The  attack  waa  not  made 
at  that  time,  and  between  about  nine  and  ten  I 
waa  ordered,  inatead  of  aupportiug  Cheatham, 
to  support  B^'a  cqrpa,  a  part  of  the  right  wing 
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(oommanded  bv  Polk),  to  fonn  my  reeerre  00  m 
to  echdon  Breckmridge,  who  was  on  the  right 
of  Hill's  corps.  Before  I  eot  into  my  position, 
and  whilst  marching  by  uie  flank  to  gain  the 

Sx>Qnd  to  the  right,  1  was  sent  for  by  Ueneral 
ill  to  his  snpport  Oeneral  Polk  was  with  my 
command  when  I  reoeiTed  the  order.  I  marched 
rapidly  forward  in  line  of  battle,  part  of  the 
time  at  donble-qnick,  and  reported  to  Q«neral 
HiU.  XJenend  Polk  was  with  me.  Oeneral 
Hill  informed  me,  on  my  anriyal,  that  he  wanted- 
a  brigade.  I  told  him  there  was  one  immediatsly 
behind  him.  He  remarked  he  wanted  Gist's 
brigade.  I  informed  him  that  it  was  to  the  left 
and  had  just  come  op  (Oeneral  Gist  had  a  few 
moments  before,  been  put  in  command,  by  me, 
of  General  Ector's  and  Colonel  Wilson's  bri- 
gades, and  Colonel  Colquitt  had  command  of 
uist's  brigade^.  He  ordered  General  Gist's 
brigade  immediately  into  the  fight  in  the  rear  of 
Breckinridge,  a  xMoi  of  whcwe  division  had 
fallen  back,  and  the  whole,  of  which  was  hard 
pressed.  I  refer  yon  to  GeB«!al  Gist's  report 
for  the  performance  of  his  command. 

General  Walthall  was  detadied  to  the  left 
to  the  snpport  of  Brigadier-General  Polk,  by 
HUl  or  Polk.  My  command  being  thus  dii»- 
posed  of,  brigadm  being  sent  in  to  take  the 
places  of  divisions,  my  mily  occupation  was 
to  help  from  the  dehiohed  portions  of  my  com- 
mand as  they  came  out  fum  a  position.  I  felt 
certain  they  would  have  to  leave  when  they 
wsre  sent  in.  My  division  ooramaiiders  re- 
ceived their  orders  direct  from  General  Hill,  and 
I  refer  you  to  their  reports. 

Breckinridge's  division  having  fallen  back, 
and  General  HiU  having  reported  Gebume's  di- 
vision, on  Breckinrid^'s  left,  routed,  my  re- 
serve corps  having  &Uen  back  in  detachments, 
in  ^Hbdch  they  were  sent  in,  and  a  column  hav- 
ing been  obswved  marchinff  down  tiie  Ghattar 
nooga  road,  on  our  right,  I  was  compelled  to 
insist  on  having  scMnetung  to  do  with  my  own 
command.  With  our  right  flank  exposed  to 
tiieir  advancing  column,  me  reported  gap  that 
the  withdrawal  of  Cleburne  had  made  on  the 
left,  I  was  in  favor  of  forming  the  command  in 
a  strong  position  about  one  hundred  and  fifly  or 
two  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  us,  until  we  ascer- 
tained positivelv  the  condition  of  our  flauka,  and 
then  DUike  the  best  disposition  of  the  combined 
force  and  slzike  the  enemy  to  the  best  advantage. 
General  Hill,  differing  with  me,  ordered  his  Ime 
of  battle,  one  at  right  angles  to  the  other.  Gen- 
eral Breckinridge  being  at  right  angles  to  mine, 
he  facing  southward  to  oppose  the  force  then 
coming  from  CSiattanooga,  and  I  facing  west- 
ward toward  the  enemy  we  had  been  fighting. 
We  were  in  this  position  when  one  of  General 
Polk's  Aids  rode  up  and  told  General  Hill  t^at 
General  Polk  had  directed  him  to  order  General 
Hill  peremptorily  to  advance  immediately  on 
the  enemy.  General  Gist  was  then  ordered  by 
me  to  move  his  division  in  the  direction  of  the 
enemy,  and  General  Liddell's  division  was  or- 
dered on  lus  right    Generals  Breckinridge  and 


Cheatham  were  in  rear  and  on  Geoenl  Gist^s 
left    The  commMid  marched  forward.    I  refer 
lyou  to  General  Gist's  and  General  liddell'a  re- 
ports for  the  result 

My  oommand  bivouadced  onr  the  battle^ld, 
and  the  enemy  retoeated  in  the  direction  of 
Chattanooga. 

I  owe  to  myself  and  to  the  gallant  oommaod  un- 
der me,  to  state  that  when  I  reported  to  General 
Hill,  had  he  permitted  me  to  fight  my  reeerve 
corps  according  to  my  own  judgment  and  had 
not  disintegrated  it,  as  he  did,  bv  sending  it  in 
detachmente,  I  would  have  fonned  my  five  batter- 
ies on  the  left  flank  of  the  enen^  toward  the 
(%attanooga  road,  and  .opened  mre  upon  the 
enemy's  muok,  and  would  have  either  pushed 
them  forward,  supported  by  infantry,  or  have 
inarched  past  them  with  my  oombinod  foroe, 
and  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  enemy's  left  would 
have  been  carried  much  eaaier  than  il  was,  and 
many  a  gallant  man  have  been  saved,  and  the 
enemy's  relieat  intercepted. 

I  refer  the  commandhig  General  to  the  reports 
of  the  division  and  brigade  commanders  for  the 
conduct  of  tiieir  ofSoers  on  the  field. 

In  the  three  days'  fighting  I  had  the  honor  to 
oommand  the  gallant  reserve  corps,  I  witnessed 
nothing  but  a  necoism  that  was  worthy  of  men 
battling  for  their  freedom.  To  the  division  and 
bri|ade  oommaaders,  General  Gist,  commanding 
division  composed  of  General  Gist's,  Generu 
Botor's,  and  Colonel  Wilson's  brigades,  and  Gen- 
eral Liddell,  commanding  division  composed  of 
Gttieral  Walthall's  and  Colonel  Govan's  brigades, 
I  have  onlv  to  say  that  the  Brigadier^Qenerals 
fought  with  a  gallantry  that  entitle  them  to  di- 
vision commands,  and  the  Colonels  commanding 
bri^^es,  with  an  obstinacy  and  courage  that 
entitle  tiiem  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier-Generals. 
The  conduct  of  Colonels,  commimders  of  batter- 
ies, line  officers,  and  privates,  is  recorded  by 
their  respective  commanders. 

I  may  be  permitted  in  my  own  division,  which 
was  commanded  on  Sunday  by  General  Gist,  to 
state  that  Colonel  Wilson,  who  commanded  a  bri- 
gade onbothSaturday  and  Sunday, andacted  with 
great  distinction,  and  who  is  the  oldest  Colonel 
from  Greorgia,  is  entitled,  from  long  service  with 
the  brigade  and  from  gallant  conduct,  to  the 
command  of  the  Georgia  brigade  he  now  com- 
mands in  the  capacity  of  Brigadier-General; 
and  that  the  gallant  Stevens,  of  Gist's  brigade, 
(who  was  severely  wounded),  from  what  I  know 
of  lus  capacity  as  an  officer,  from  his  gallantry 
on  the  field,  and  from  his  devotion  to  the  cause, 
would  grace  any  position  that  might  be  con- 
ferred. 

To  my  stafif^  detain  J.  B.  Camming,  Assistant 
Adjutant^neral ;  Captain  S.  H.  Crump,  Assist- 
ant Inspoctor-Gkneral ;  Lieutenants  Lamar  and 
Kenan,  Aidfrde-Camp ;  Lieutenant  Magruder, 
Ordnance  Officer,  who  was  on  the  field  with  me, 
and  Captain  M.  H.  Talbot,  volunteer  Aid,  I  am 
indebted  for  distinguished  and  gallant  service 
on  the  field,  and  to  Captain  Troup,  Assistant 
Adjutant^neral,  who  was  dangerously  woundr 
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ed  whiSBt  oarrying  an  order  in  the  thickest  of 
the  fight.  From  the  chantcter  of  Ihe  flghtiMf, 
on  botili  Satorday  and  Sunday,  they  were  greatly 
exposed,  and  bore  tiiemselvee  as  became  gen- 
tlemen and  Boldien  fighting  for  all  that  is  dear. 

For  tiie  gaHant  dead  we  can  but  monm.  The 
noble,  brave,  and  chiyakons  Golqnitt,  who  feU 
in  command  of  Gisf  e  brigade,  was  a  soldier 
and  a  gentleman,  a  Ghftstian  and  a  friend.  I 
hope  I  will  be  ezcnsed  for  paying,  in  my  report, 
a  tribute  to  bis  worth. 

A  map  of  tiie  field  and  a  list  of  oasnalties  will 
accompany  this  report 

Gregg's  brigade,  which  now  forms  a  part  of 
Walker  s  division,  reported  dnring  the  batde  to 
Major-General  Hood,  whose  official  report  will, 
^donbtless,  give  an  acconnt  of  its  operations.  I 
am  pTond  to  hear  it  behaved  with  great  gal- 
lantly. 

I  am,  Oohmel,  very  respectfolly, 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  T.  Walkke. 
Ift^Jcr  Q— wl,  QomamtidlDg  Dmrtpa. 
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Gatiuct  OaiHL  1 
October  80^  ISaiL        / 

Cobmd  Qwrpe  W.  Brent,  Aatiskmi  Acffukml- 

Oeneralf  Army  <if  TmtnmsM : 

CaunoL;  Having  been  called  upon  to  report 
the  operations  of  my  command  dnring  and  mci- 
dent  apon  the  battie  of  Ghickamanga,  I  have  the 
bonofr  to  make  the  following  statement  of  facts, 
in  order  simpfy  to  designate  the  position  of  the 
oommaiid.  I  cannol  in  lostice  to  the  officers  and 
men,  make  a  full  official  report,  nntil  the  reports 
of  Bubordmato  oommanders  have  been  feceived. 
I  trosty  however,  this  statement  will  answer  imtil 
a  foil  report  can  \A  prepared : 

On  the  twenty-seven&  of  Angnst,  my  com- 
mand, odnsisting  of  Wharton's  and  Martin's 
divisions,  and  Roddy's  brigade,  were  stationed 
as  follows :  Estis's  regiment,  of  Wharton's  divis- 
ion, picketing  Tennessee  River  from  Bridge- 
Sort  to  Qtrnteraville ;  Wade's  regiment,  Martin's 
ivision,  from  Qontersville  to  Decatur,  and  de- 
tachments from  Roddy's  brigade  frt>m  Decatur 
to  the  month  of  Bear  Greek.  The  main  body  of 
Wharton's  division  was  stationed  near  Rome, 
Ga.;  of  Martin's  division,  near  Alexandria,  Ala- 
bama, and  of  Roddy's  brigade,  near  Tuscnmbia, 
AlfthiMnA.  Two  regiments  of  the  corps  were  on 
detached  duty  with  Genera]  Pillow. 

On  the  twenty-«eventh,  General  Martin's  oonif 
maud,  nnmbering  about  twelve  hundred  men, 
was  ordered  to  'fienton,  and  General  Wharton's 
to  the  vicinity  of  Chattanooga. 

On  the  twentyHunth,  the  eacmy  crossed  the 
Temiessee  River  in  force,  driving  back  the 
pickets  of  Ckdonel  Estis's  regiment  About  five 
hundred  men  of  General  Martin's  division,  under 
Lieutenant'CokMial  Makien^  moved  up  Wills' 
VaJley,  aad  were  placed  on  picket  duty  below 
Ghattoaooflpa. 

It  now  became  evident  that  the  «iemy  were 
moving  two  diviaions  of  cavalry  and  McCook's 


corps  of  infantiT  over  Sand  Mountain  and  into 
Wills'  Yalley  Dy  the  Gaperton  road.  I  was 
ordered  to  tuce  post  in  Broomtown  Valley,  for 
the  purpose  of  picketing  the  passes  of  Lookout 
Mount^.  General  Martin,  with  about  twelve 
hundred  men,  guarded  the  passes  from  the 
Tennessee  River  to  Niel's  Gap,  and  General 
Wharton  from  Neil's  Gap  to  Gadsden.  These 
commands  kept  the  enemy  continually  observed, 
and  full  reports  concerning  him  were  several 
times  each  day  sent  to  army  headquarters.  Bev- 
era!  columns  of  the  enemy's  cavaliy  were  pushed 
orer  fhe  mountain,' dl  of  which  were  success- 
fully driven  back. 

On  the  tw^th  of  September,  McCook's  corps 
of  infantry  and  Stanley's  corps  of  cavalry  moved 
over  the  mountain  at  Alpine,  and,  after  a  severe 
fight,  our  cavalry  (under  Colonel  Avery,  a  most 
eallant  and  discreet  officer)  was  compelled  to 
fall  back. 

Skirmifldung  continued  nearly  every  day  until 
the  seventeenth,  when  I  was  ordered  to  move 
into  McLemore's  Cove,  by  Dug  and  Gatlett's 
Gaps,  and  attack  ttie  enemy,  in  order  to  make  a 
demonstration  in  that  direction.  We  fought  for 
some  hours,  driving  the  enemy  for  some  dis- 
tance, but  finally  devetoped  a  force  too  large  to 
be  dislodged. 

On  the  following  day  we  moved  to  Owen's 
Ford,  on  Ghickamanga  River,  leaving  heavy 
pickets  at  all  the  gaps  of  the  mountain  as  far  as 
Gadsden. 

About  two  p.  K.,  I  learned  the  enemy's  cavalry 
were  moving  up  McLemore's  Gove.  I  moved 
across  the  river  and  warmly  assailed  their  flank, 
dividing  the  column  and  driving  the  enemy  in 
confusion  in  both  directions. 

Durinff  the  night  I  received  orders  to  eusrd 
well  all  uie  passes  of  the  mountain  and  aU  the 
fords  of  the  river  down  to  Greneral  Longstreet's 
left  flank,  and  to  attack  the  enemy  at  every  op- 
portunity which  presented  itself.  This  order 
was  oomplied  witn,  and  the  remainder  of  my 
force  was  concentrated  at  Glass's  MilL  A  con- 
siderate force  of  the  enemy,  with  artillery,  were 
deployed  on  the  (u>posite  baqk,  and  warm  skir- 
mishittff  commenced.  As  soon  as  arrangements 
could  be  made,  I  dismounted  all  my  available 
force,  crossed,  and  warmly  assailed  the  enemy, 
hoping  that  we  might  draw  tro<^s  from  the 
centre,  and  thus  create  a  diversion.  After  a 
short  fight  the  enemy  wavered.  We  chaiged 
him,  and  drove  a  kucgcdy  superior  force  fully  two 
miles  to  Crawfish  Spring,  nUing  and  wounding 
laiKe  numbers,  ana  taking  tfauty4ive  officers 
ana  men  prisonen,  besides  the  wounded.  We 
were  suceesaftd  in  creating  the  diversion,  as  the 
enemy  thought  our  advance  a  heavy  flank  move- 
ment, and  reinforced  this  point  iMavily.  The 
enemy,  in  his  accounts  of  the  battle,  state  that 
General  Longstreet  flanked  him  at  this  point  at 
the  hour  we  made  the  attack.  At  this  time  I 
received  orders  to  move  my  available  force  to 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills,  and  attack  the  enemy. 
We  arrived  at  that  place  about  three  o'ctook 
p.  iL,  crossed  the  river,  and  vigorously  assailed 
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him.  After  a  short  timei  he  oommeDoed  retreat- 
ing in  confusion.  We  followed  as  nupidl^  as 
possible,  capturing  about  one  thousana  prison- 
ers, twenty  wagons,  and  a  laige  amount  of  arms 
ana  ordnance  stores.  About  dark,  we  also  cap- 
tured five  larse  hospitals,  with  a  considerable 
supply  of  meaicines,  cunp  equipage,  and  a  great 
number  of  wounded  prisoners,  oesiaes  over  one 
hundred  surgeons.  The  pursuit  was  oontinued 
till  two  hours  after  nighttall,  when  we  retired  to 
feed  our  horses. 

£srly  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-first,  I 
detached  two  raiments,  pursuant  to  orders,  to 

fiok  up  stragglers  and  arms.  About  nine  a.  m., 
reoeived  orders  from  General  Longstreet  to 
send  a  force  of  dkivalry  to  find  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion. At  the  same  time  I  received  orders  from 
,  General  Bragg,  through  Colonel  McKiustry,  to 
save  the  captured  properhr.  To  accomplish 
both  these  objects,  I  detailed  five  hundred  of  my 
best  mounted  men,  under  Colonel  Anderson,  to 
comply  with  Groneral  Longstreet's  order,  with 
full  inistructions  to  report  every  hour  to  that 
oflSoer.  As  previously  stated,  two  regiments 
were  already  at  work  collecting  stragglers  and 
anns;  leaving  with  me  but  about  seventeen  hun- 
dred men.  Just  at  this  time  I  received  informa- 
tion from  my  pickets  at  Owen's  Ford,  that  the 
enemy,  in  large  force,  was  driving  back  our 
cavalry  from  that  point  It  was  auo  reported 
that  the  enemy  had  a  large  train  of  was- 
ons  with  him.  At  the  same  time  I  ob- 
served a  heavy  dust  in  Chattanocga  Valley, 
which  appeared  to  indicate  a  movement 
irom  ChattonoQga,  alonx  the  foot  of  Lookout 
Mountain,  towards  McLemore's  Cove,  for  the 

Surpose  of  succoring  the  command  reported  at 
wen's  Ford.  I  immediately  moved  over  to 
Chattanooga  Valley  and  drove  back  towards 
Chattanooga  the  force  which  was  marching  from 
that  place.  I  then  left  the  Eighth  Texas  rangers 
and  my  escort  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  while, 
with  the  balance  of  the  command,  I  moved  up 
towards  McLemore's  Cove. 

After  noarching  about  five  miles  we  met  a  large 
force  of  cavalry,  which,  seeing  the  dust  of  our 
approach,  had  deployed  a  considerable  force  in 
a  strong  position.  I  immediately  deployed  two 
regiments  and  commenced  skirmishing.  Find- 
ing their  position  strong,  I  detached  a  squadron 
to  turn  their  right  flank.  This  caused  the  enemy 
to  waver,  when  we  charged  in  line  and  also  in 
column  on  the  road,  driving  him  in  confusion. 
The  enemy  attempted  to  form  a  new  line  with  his 
reserves  several  tmies,  but  we  met  hua  with  sudi 
foree  as  to  disperse  him  eaoh  time,  driving  him 
before  us.  We  continued  the  charge  several 
miles,  capturing,  killing,  or  dispersing  nearly  the 
entire  command,  said  to  number  about  two  thou- 
sand men.  We  secured  immedia^ly  upon  the 
road  only  about  four  hundred.  We  also  captured 
eighteen  stand  of  colors,  and  secured  their  entire 
train,  numbering  about  ninety  wagons,  loaded 
with  valuable  baggage.  Manv  of  tioe  men  who 
escaped  to  the  adjoining  woods  were  picked  up 
on  the  following  morning,  and  only  about  sev- 


enty-five men,  half  of  whom  were  dismounted, 
sucoeeded  in  joining  the  Federal  army.  We 
also  captured  a  nuniber  of  arms.  The  waeons 
and  mules  were  turned  over  to  the  Chief  Quar- 
termaster of  Axmy  of  Tennessee. 

On  the  following  morning,  pursuant  to  orders, 
we  pressed  on  to  within  one  mile  and  a  quarter 
of  Chattanooga,  drivix^  Ihe  eneujpr's  cavalry  be- 
hind his  infantry.  We  remained  in  &is  position 
imtil  night,  when,  pursuant  to  orders,  I  pro- 
ceeded towards  Trenton,  preparatory  to  croaaine 
the  Tennessee  River.  After  one  day*s  mardi,  I 
received  orders  to  return  and  sweep  up  Lookout 
Mountain  to  Point  Lookout.  The  order  waa  re- 
ceived at  two  P.M.,  and  I  immediately  atartejl 
with  an  advance  guard  of  two  hundred  men, 
ordering  the  command  to  follow.  « 

On  arriving  at  Bummertown  at  daric,  I  found 
one  regiment  of  the  enemy  behind  strong  barri- 
cades. I  dismounted  my  moi  to  feel  thaur  posi- 
tion and  charged  their  flanks,  driving  them  for 
some  distance.  In  this  hasty  retreat  they  lelt 
several  guns,  knapsacks,  overcoats,  and  cooking 
utensils,  also  their  supper  already  cooked.  By 
that  time  I  learned  that  my  command  had  been 
stopped  and  ordered  to  Chickamauga  Station. 
I,  however,  with  my  small  command,  which  num- 
berad  one  hundred  and  five  dismonnted  men, 
pressed  the  enemy  off  the  mountain. 

After  surveving  the  enemy's  works,  and  re- 
porting fully  his  position  to  the  commanding 
General,  I  proceeded  to  Chiokamau£sa  Station, 
where  I  received  orders  to  ctqsb  the  Tennessee 
River  above  Chattanooga.  During  the  night, 
however,  I  received  orders  to  move  towards 
Charleston  to  support  General  Forrest,  who  was 
movine  upon  the  enemy  in  that  directicm. 

On  the  twenty-niutb  I  received  orders  to  cross 
the  Tennessee  Riv«r  with  that  portion  of  my 
command  then  with  me  (one  brigade  haviQg  been 
left  with  the  aru\yj  ana  three  brigades  which 
General  Forrest  had  been  ordered  to  send  me. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  I  lesmed  that 
these  commands  had  just  arrived  at  a  point  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  point  of  crossing.  I  or- 
dered them  to  the  latter  place,  and  proceeded 
there  with  the  commands  of  Generals  Wharton 
and  Martin.  The  enemy  had  occi^Hcd  the  op- 
posite bank,  and  immediately  concentrated  a 
force  nearly,  if  not  qaite,  equal  to  our  own,  to 
resist  our  crossing.  This  force  had  followed  me 
up  the  river,  and  I  found  that  at  any  point  at. 
"(^ich  I  ^ould  attempt  to  cross  could  be  reached 
as  easily  by  them  as  by  my  oommaad.  Under 
these  oircnmstanoes^  I  determined  to  cross  at 
the  point  I  ttxea  was.  The  three  brigades  from 
General  Forrest  were  mere  skeletons,  scarce^ 
averaging  five  hundred  effective  men  each.  These 
were  bamy  armed,  had  but  a  small  supply  of 
ammunition,  and  their  horses  were  in  horrible 
condition,  having  been  marched  continuously 
for  three  days  um  three  nights  without  remov- 
ing saddles.  The  men  were  worn  out  and  with- 
out rations.  The*  brigade  commanders  made 
most  urgent  iMrotests  against  their  conuiands 
being  ciuled  upon  to  move  in  this  condition. 
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With  this  st^te  of  things  I  allowed  the  worst 
horses  to  be  retomed  to  the  rear,  and  with  the 
remainder  crossed  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  near^ 
as  large  as  our  own  force.  We  assailed  and 
drove  the  enemy  aboat  three  miles. 

On  the  momisg  of  November  second  I  reached 
Sequatchie  Yallej,  and  at  three  o'clock  on  the 
following  morning  proceeded  down  towards 
Jasper,  with  about  fifteen  hundred  men.  After 
travelling  about  ten  miles  we  overtook  and  cap- 
tured th&ty-two  six-mule  wagons,  which  were 
destroyed.  The  mules  ware  carri^  on  with  ^e 
commuid. 

On  approaching  Anderson's  Groiss-roads  we 
were  met  by  a  considerable  force  of  cavalry, 
which  we  charged  and  drove  before  us.  we 
<here  found  a  laree  train  of  wagons,  which  proved 
to  extend  from  the  top  of  Wudron's  Ridge  for  a 
distance  of  ten  miles  towards  Jasper.  This  train 
was  heavily  loaded  with  ordnance,  quartermas- 
ter, and  commissary  stores.  "Die  number  of 
wM^ons  was  variously  estimated  at  from  eight 
to  fifteen  hundred.  No  one  saw,  perhaps,  more 
tiian  half  the  train.  The  Quartermaster  in  charge 
of  the  train,  as  well  as  other,  employees,  stated 
that  there  were  eight  hundred  six-mule  wqgons, 
besides  a  great  number  of  sutler  wagons.  The 
train  was  guarded  by  a  brigade  of  cavah^  in 
front  and  a  brigade  of  cavalry  in  rear,  and  on 
the  flank,  where  we  attacked,  were  stationed 
two  regiments  of  infantry.  After  a  warm  fi^ht 
the  guards  were  defeated  and  driven  off,  leavmg 
the  entire  train  in  our  possession.  After  select- 
ing such  mules  and  wagons  as  we  needed,  we 
then  destroyed  the  train  by  burning  the  wagons 
and  sabering  or  shooting  the  mules.  During  this 
work  my  pickets  were  driven  in  on  bo^  flanks 
and  my  rear.  Fortunately  the  enemy  was  repuls- 
ed, and  we  remained  undisturbed  for  eight  hours, 
and  until  our  work  was  thoroughly  accomplish- 
ed. Just  before  dark,  as  we  were  retiring,  a  large 
force  of  cavalry  and  infantry  moved  upon  us 
from  Stephenson,  skirmishing* with  our  rear  until 
dark.  During  this  Oenend  Martin,  Colonel 
Avery  and  Lieutenant4)oloneI  Griffith  were  dis- 
tinguished for  gallantry.  During  the  night  I 
moved  over  Cumberland  Mountain,  and  early 
next  morning  joined  G^nbral  Wharton  near  the 
foot  of  the  mountain,  and  went  forward  to  attack 
McMinnville.  The  enemy  was  pressing  close 
behind,  but  we  succeeded  m  capturing  the 
place,  with  an  enormous  supply  of  quartermaster 
and  commissary  stores,  with  the  fortifications 
and  garrison,  which  numbered  five  hundred  and 
eigh^^even  men,  with  arms,  accoutrements,  kc. 
Two  hundred  horses  were  also  captured.  The 
day  and  night  were  occupied  in  destroying  the 
stores,  a  locomotive,  a  train  of  cars,  and  a  bridge 
over  Hickory  Creek — such  of  the  stores  as  comd 
be  transported  having  been  distributed  to  the 
command. 

On  the  following  day  we  marched  to  Murfrees- 
boro*.  After  making  a  demonstration  upon  the 
place,  we  moved  over,  and,  after  a  short  fight, 
capttved  a  strong  stockade  guarding  ^e  railroad 
bridge  over  Stone  Biver,  with  its  garrison  of 


fiffy-two  men.  The  day  was  oooupied  in  cutting 
down  the  bridge  and  thorough&  burning  the 
timber.  We  also  burned  the  railroad  ties  and 
track  for  three  miles  below  the  bridge. 

The  following  di^  we  destroyed  a  train  and  a 
quantity  of  stores  at  Christiana  and  Fosterville, 
and  destroyed  all  the  railroad  bridges  and  tces- 
sels  between  Murfreesboro'  and  Wartraoe,  in- 
cluding all  the  large  bridges  at  and  near  the  lat- 
ter place,  capturing  the  euards,  &c.  We  also 
captured  and  destroyed  a  large  amount  of  stores 
of  all  kinds  at  Shelmrville — ^the  enemy  running 
from  his  strons  fortincations  unon  our  approach. 

That  night  I  ordered  Daviason^s  division  to 
encamp  on  Duck  Kiver,  near  Warner's  Bridge ; 
Martixrs  division  two  miles  further  down,  and 
Wharton's  two  miles  below  Martin's.  Duriiie  the 
evening  I  learned  that  the  enemy,  who  had  been 
closely  pursuing,  had  encamped  n^^  Frazier's 
fttm.  I  immemately  informed  General  David- 
son of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  directed 
him  to  keep  the  enemy  observed,  and  to  join  me 
should  the  enemy  move  towards  him.  This 
order  was  shortly  after  repeated  with  this  modi- 
fication, that  he  should  move  immediately  to  my 
position  (Crowell's  Mill).  Unfortunately  he 
failed  to  comply  with  this  order,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing mommg  was  attacked  by  a  superior 
force  of  the  enemy.  I  received  two  consecutive 
dispatohes  from  Greneral  Davidson  which  indi- 
cated he  was  moving  down  Duck  River,  but  on 
questioning  his  couriers,  I  ascertained  that  he 
was  moving  towards  Farmington.  I  immediate- 
ly started  at  a  trot  towards  Farminfton,  with 
Martin's  division,  ordering  General  Wharton  and 
the  wagons  to  follow  me.  I  reached  Farmington 
just  in  time  to  place  five  regiments  of  Martin's 
command  in  position  when  the  enemy  appeared. 
I  had  ordered  General  Davidson  to  form  in  col- 
umn by  fours  on  the  Pike,  and  to  charge  the 
enemy  when  they  were  repulsed  by  Martin's 
division,  General  Davidson  having  officially  re- 
ported to  me  that  only  three  regiments  of  the 
enemy  had  been  seen  during  the  day. 

The  engagement  commenced  warmly,  but  the 
onemv  was  soon  repulsed.  General  Davidson 
had  failed  to  form,  as  stated,  and,  instead,  had 
moved  for  some  distance.  The  enemy  soon  af- 
ter came  up  in  strong  force,  with  a  division  of 
infantry  and  a  division  of  cavaliy.  Wo  fought 
them  with  great  warmth  for  twenty  minutes, 
when  we  charged  the  line  and  drove  it  back  for 
some  distance.  General  Wharton's  column  and 
our  train  havine  now  passed,  and  the  object 
for  which  we  toueht  beine  accomplished,  we 
withdrew,  withoutl>eing  fouowed  by  the  enemy. 

The  enemy,  in  his  own  account  of  the  fight, 
acknowledged  a  loss  of  twenty-nine  killed,  in- 
cluding one  Colonel,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  wounded.  Mv  entire  loss  was  less  than 
one-fourth  of  the  above  figures. 

A  reconnoissance  was  made  towards  Columbia, 
which  caused  the  enemy  to  evacuate  that  place 
and  destroy  all  their  stores,  including  tirirty 
days'  rations  for  the  earrison. 

We  then  proceeded  to  the  Tennessee  River  at 
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Muscle  ShoalB,  the  My  fordable  place  on  the 
riyer,  where  we  crossed  without  cufficidty,  the 
enemy  reaching  the  river  just  after  I  had 
crossed. 

Two  pieces  of  artillery  of  Wiggin's  battery 
having  broken  down  several  times,  were  finally 
abandoned  on  accotmt  of  our  utter  inability  to 
brin^  them  further.  The  officers  deserve  great 
credit  for  carrying  them  so  &r  in  their  disabled 
condition.  One  of  the  limbers  of  White's  bat- 
teiy  blew  up,  which  caused  it  also  to  be  aban- 
doned. Two  of  the  pieces  were  howitzers,  and 
the  other  was  an  iron  gun  which  had  been 
condemned  at  every  inspection  for  the  last  year. 

During  the  trip  we  captured  in  action  sixteen 
hundred  prisoners,  and  kiUed  and  wounded  as 
many  of  meir  cavalry  as  would  cover  our  entire 
loss. 

A  foil  report  of  the  casualties  in  my  command 
during  the  battle,  and  during  the  trip  through 
Middfe  Tennessee,  will  be  found  in  the  annexed 
tabular  statement 

A  considerable  amount  of  the  property  cap- 
tured on  the  trip  was  brought  across  tne  river. 

The  result  of  the  operations  of  the  cavalry  un- 
der my  command  during  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga  were,  first,  guardmg  the  left  flank  of  the 
army  for  a  distance  of  ninety  nules,  during  and 
for  twenty  days  preceding  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  during  which  time  it  continually  ob- 
served and  skirmished  with  the  enemy,  repelling 
and  developing  all  his  diversions.  During  the 
battle,  with  the  available  force  (which  near  ex- 
ceeded two  thousand  men)  not  on  other  duty, 
such  as  guarding  the  flanks,  we  fought  the  ene- 
my vigorously  and  successfully,  killing  and 
wounding  large  numbers  and  capturing  two 
thousand  prisonen^,  one  hundred  wagons  and 
teams,  a  large  amount  of  other  property,  and 
eighteen  stemd  of  colors,  all  of  which  were 
turned  over  to  the  proper  authorities. 

To  Generals  Wharton  and  Martin,  command- 
ing divisions,  and  Colonels  Wheeler,  Morgan, 
Crews  and  Harrison,  commanding  brigades,  I 
tender  my  thanks  for  their  zeal,  energy,  and  gal- 
,  lantry  during  the  engagement  To  General 
Davidson  and  Colonel  Hodge,  who  commanded 
the  troops  which  joined  me  on  the  expedition 
across  the  Tennessee  River,  I  tender  my  thanks 
for  their  good  conduct,  and  that  of  their  troops 
during  their  advance  upon  McMinnville,  and  to 
Gfenend  Martin  and  Colonel  Avery  for  their 
gj^Uant  assistance  in  the  capture  and  destruc- 
tLon  of  the  wagon  train,  and  to  General  Martin 
and  his  command  particularly  for  their  good 
conduct  at  Farmington,  and  their  laborious  work 
in  destroying  the  bridges  on  the  railroad.  Gen- 
eral Wharton  and  his  command  behaved  throngh- 
(fut  with  their  accustomed  gallantry. 

I  tender  my  thanks  to  the  following  members 
of  my  staff  for  their  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct, viz.. : 

Colonel  King,  Majors  Burford,  Jenkins,  Hume, 
and  Hill ;  Captains  Turner,  Powell,  Wade,  Flush, 
and  Kennedy,  and  Lieutenants  Pointer,  Wailes, 
Niohol  and  E^tch. 


To  Major  Hume,  particularly,  am  I  indebted 
for  his  gallantry  during  the  fight  at  Farmihgton, 
where  he  was  wounded,  and  to  Lieutenant 
Pointer,  my  Aid,  for  his  gallantry  during  a  cav- 
alry charge,  when  he  dashed  upon  the  enemy's 
color-bearer,  shot  him,  and  then  turned  and 
brought  the  colors  back  to  his  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Wheeler, 

APnCNTOZ  ▲. 

Mmaoqbambbm  DArnmoK^  Gatalst  Dnrmov,  1 

October  7. 1S8«.         J 

Mqjor-OenenU  Whedary  oommanding  Cavalry : 
Gbnsbal  :  The  enemy  are  following  me.    I  am 
now  six  miles  bek)w  town,  on  the  soutibi  side  of 
the  riven 
I  have  not  yet  made  a  decided  stand. 

Beqtectfully, 

H.  B.  Davidsov, 

BrigMUer-Genend  oouuzuuuilDg. 

HKADOTAKins  Bavidsoii's  CATiOirr  DmsKKr,  \ 
Amm*B  HoosK,  OelolMir  8,  ISSS.        / 

Mawr-Cfenered  Wheder,  commanding  Cavalry: 
General  :  I  am  moving  down  the  side  of  Ihe 
river.  The  enemy  are  following  me  up.  As 
soon  as  I  can  get  a  position,  I  will  make  a  stand. 
I  think  they  are  in  strong  force. 

Respectfully, 

H.  B.  Davidson, 

BrigadlorGeiieral  oommMMUng. 

True  copies : 

M.  G.  HuDBOK,  A.  D.  (7. 

REPORT  OF  BRIG.-OEK.  UDDELL,  COMHANDTNG  DIVISIOK. 

HaAOQUAiDwa  Iamiiu.^  a5d  Lowrt's  BsicAim 
GESBiJiara'B  DiTBiox.  A.  T.,  bbforb  Chattaxooqa,  Tenn 

October  10, 186S. 

Captain  Joseph  B.  Cumming,  A.  A.  G,,  late  of 

the  Reserve,  A.  T. : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  ac- 
tion of  my  division,  consisting  of  Walthall*8 
and  Govan's  brigades,  and  constituting  a  portion 
of  the  reserve  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga : 

About  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  Friday,  the  eight- 
eenth of  Seotember,  I  was  ordered  by  Major- 
General  Walker  to  take  Alexander's  Bridge, 
across  the  Chickamauga.  The  reconnoissance  I 
made  was  a  very  hasty  and  imperfect  one, 
and,  relying  chiefly  upon  the  information  ob- 
tained from  General  regram,  I  instructed  Bri- 
gadier-General Walthall,  of  my  division,  to  make 
an  attack  upon  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the 
bridge.  This  was  promptly  executed,  and  in 
three-quarters  of  an  nonr  we  had  it  in  posses- 
sion. The  force  in  our  front  consisted  of  Wil- 
der's  mounted  infantry,  from  whom  were  cap- 
tured a  half  dozen  or  more  breech-loading  rifles. 
Our  loss  was  one  hundred  and  five  in  killed  and 
wounded,  and  I  can  only  account  for  this  dis- 
proportion from  the  efficiency  of  this  new 
weapon,  our  attack  having  been  made  through 
thick  woods  and  cedar  under-brush,  rendering 
the  artillery  of  the  enemy  that  was  used  on  the 
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occasion,  comparatively  harmleBB.  The  bridge 
having  been  torn  up,  prevented  oTxr  crossing,  at 
that  point,  and,  making  a  detour  of  abont  a  mOe 
and  a  half  nortiiward,  we  effected  a  crossing  at 
Byron's  Ford,  contintdng  thence  our  movement 
to  a  position  nearly  one  half  mile  in  front  of 
Alexander's  Bridge,  where  we  bivouacked  for 
the  night  on  the  same  groimd  ocenpied  by  a 
portion  of  the  enemy  in  our  attack  on  the 
bridge.  ' 

The  next  morning,  the  nineteenth,  about  day- 
light, we  contmned  onr  movement,  in  the  same 
direction,  towards  Lee  and  Qordon's  Mill,  for 
about  one  and  a  half  miles  farther,  where  we 
halted  for  further  instructions. 

Abont  eight  o'clock,  the  firing  of  General 
Forrest's  cavalry  and  Ector's  and  Wilson's  bri- 
gades, became  very  heavy  in  the  rear  of  the 
direction  we  were  taking,  and  on  the  right  of 
our  intended  line  of  battle.  The  country  around 
was  mostly  oak  woodland,  and  in  places  ^ck 
nnder-brush. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  Major-General  Walker 
asked  me  to  eo  with  him  on  a  reconnoissance,  to 
know  what  me  demonstration  meant  then  being 
made  on  our  right  After  proceeding  north- 
ward one  and  a  half  miles,  we  found  '^e  enemy 
pressing  back  General  Ector's  and  Colonel  WQ- 
son's  brigades,  the  latter  more  or  less  in  con- 
fusion, and  other  evidences  of  attack,  making  it 
^parent  that  a  heavy  force  was  bearing  down 
upon  us.  I  replied  to  General  Walker's  mquiry 
as  to  what  I  thought  of  it,  **  that  I  was  satisfied 
a  corps  of  the  enemy  v^as  about  being  thrown 
forward  to  turn  our  right  wing,  which  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  meet  promptly 
with  heavy  reinforcements."  He  agreed  wiu 
me  in  this  opinion,  and  immediately  wrote  the 
same  to  General  Bragg.  At  the  same  time  or- 
ders were  received  byhim  from  General  Bragg 
to  attack  the  enemy  immediately  with  all  his 
force,  upon  which  he  instructed  me  to  bring  up 
my  force  to  the  relief  of  the  two  brigades  alr^y 
mentioned,  and  to  retard,  if  possible,  the  further 
progress  of  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  my  com- 
mand could  reach  the  place,  I  formed  the  line 
facing  northward,  General  Walthall  on  the  right, 
Colonel  Govan  on  the  left,  and  at  once  moved 
forward  to  the  attack  at  fifteen  minutes  past 
twelve  p.  x.,  cautioning  Colonel  Gh>van  to  look 
well  to  his  left,  as  I  apprehended  that  his  left 
wing  would  strike  the  enemy  first,  although  he 
was  not  then  visible  on  account  of  the  thick 
undergrowth.  In  a  few  minutes  we  became 
hotlv  engaged  with  the  enemy's  inftmtry  and 
artillery,  and,  pressing  forward  with  a  shout, 
we  captured  all  the  s^tillery  in  our  immediate 
front,  with  manv  prisoners  of  the  Fifth,  Four- 
teenth, Fifteenth,  Sixteenth,  Eighteenth,  Nine- 
teenth, and  Twenty-first  United  States  Regulars, 
and  Fourth  Kentucky.  I  ordered  the  artillery 
to  be  taken  to  the  rear  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble, but  so  manv  horses  had  been  Inlled  that  it 
was  very  difilcult  to  secure  the  pieces.  We  had 
DOW  broken  throi^h  two  lines  of  the  enemy  im- 
mediately in  our  front,  and  were  just  engaging 


the  third  when  it  was  discovered  that  their  ex- 
tended lines  were  overlapping  and  flanking  us, 
right  and  left,  upon  which  it  became  necessary 
to  retire  rapidly,  by  a  flank  movement  to  the 
right,  to  avoid  destruction  or  capture.    After 
rmohing  the  next  hill  in  rear  of  us,  we  found 
Gknend  Cheatham's  division  taking  position, 
having  just  come  up  a  little  too  late  to  our  sup- 
port in  action.    It  was  now  perfectly  clear  that 
we  had  been  opposed  to  an  entire  corps  of  the 
enemy  (Gknecal  Thomas's),  to  drive  back  which 
G^eral  Cheatham's  division  soon  after  nroved 
to  be  insufficient    My  command  now  naving 
been  re-formed  and  rested  for  a  short  time,  I  was 
ordered  to  the  axtreme  right  of  General  Cheat- 
ham's line,  forming  an  obtuse  angle  with  it,  upon 
reaching  which  position  I  moved  forward  to  the 
attack  a  second  time,  in  line  nearly  at  right  an- 
gles to  that  assumed  by  me  in  the  firat  attack ; 
Colonel  Govan  now  on  the  right,  and  General 
WalthaU  on  the  left     The  latter  finding  the 
enemy  weU  posted,  and  in  very  strone  force,  after 
a  contest  of  naif  an  hour,  was  comp^ed  to  with- 
draw about  two  hundred  yards,  the  left  regi- 
ment of  Colonel  Govan's  brigade  falling  back 
with  him.    The  right  of  Colonel  Govan's  bri- 
eade  had  captured  several  pieces  of  artillery 
&om  the  enemy,  which  seemied  lightly  support- 
ed, and,  whilst  endeavoring  to  secure  them,  was 
fired  upon  by  a  Confederate  battery,  from  the 
rear,  the  position  of  the  line  in  the  under-brucdi 
having  concealed  it  from  view,  thus  causing  tho 
mistake.    This  unlucky  accident  caused  him  to 
retire  to  the  same  line  with  Gkineral  WalthaU, 
without  accomplishing  his  object    In  this  last 
attack,  we  fought  over  a  portion  of  the  ground 
on  the  left  that  we  had  contended  for  in  the 
first  engagement,  the  enemy  having  pushed  up 
and  occupied  two-thirds  of  it    It  was  now 
witliin  an  hour  of  sunset,  when  General  Qe* 
burne's  division  came  up  in  my  rear,  as  General 
Cheatlukm's  had  done  in  the  first  fight,  and  form- 
ing his  line  of  three  brigades  parallel  with  mine, 
moved  forward  over  us  upon  the  enemy,  en- 
gaging him  about  two  hunored  yards  from  my 
front    This  attack  b^ing  sudden  and  unex-  , 

Eected,  the  enemy  gave  way  for  the  distance  of 
alf  a  mile  or  more,  when  both  parties  ceased 
firing  for  the  night.  It  now  beii^  dark,  we 
bivouacked  where  we  were,  and  next  morning, 
about  six  o'clodc,  in  obedience  to  orders  re- 
ceived from  General  Walker,  I  moved  n^  com- 
mand with  Gknenl  Ector's  brigade,  about^a 
mile  and  a  half  to  the  right,  on  the  prolonga- 
tion, and  in  support  of  General  Breckinridge's 
right  After  arriving  there^  I  was  ordered  to 
move  forward  to  the  attack  m  place  of  General ' 
Breckinridge's  division,  which  had  been  repulsed 
in  its  attack  on  the.  enemy's  left  flauK  and 
rear.  Here,  at  the  order  of  Lieutenant-General 
Folk,  (General  Walthall's  brigade  was  detached 
from  me  and  moved  to  the  left  of  General 
Gist's  brigade,  which  was  then  making  a  direct 
attack  on  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line  near  his 
breastworks.  At  the  same  time  an  order  was 
given  me   by  General  Hill  to  take  Colonel 
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Govan'fl  brigade  and  move  on  the  €hattanoog^ 
road  and  engage  the  enemy  in  his  rear.  This 
was  abont  eleven  o'clock.  After  movine  for- 
ward a  short  distance  I  ordered  Colonel  Oovan 
to  change  direction  to  the  left,  which  he  did, 
finding  the  enemy  in  some  woods  after  pass- 
ing a  small  field,  and  pushing  him  back  to  the 
open  ground  in  rear  of  the  left  of  his  fortifi- 

•  cations.  This  was  about  hsdf  a  mile  in  ad- 
vance of  Gist's  brigade  and  on  the  Ghattaaooga 
road,  cut  off  from  all  connection  with  anv  of 
our  forces.  After  a  severe  engagement,  in  wnioh 
the  enemy  gave  way  opposite  the  right  and  press- 
ed forward  in  large  force  on  the  left  of  the  bri- 
gade, thus  apparently  designing  to  cut  him  off, 
Colonel  Gowan  was  forced  to  retire  n^dly  to 
avoid  destruction. 

For  the  part  taken  by  General  Walthall  after 
he  was  detached  from  me  I  refer  to  Ins  report. 
On  reaching  the  cover  of  the  timber  by  a  cir- 
cuitous detour  to  the  right,  the  brigade  was 
halted  and  re-formed,  and  soon  afterwards  was 
joined  by  General  Walthall's  command  from  the 
left  of  Gist's.  We  were  ordered  now  to  remain 
in  line,  awaiting  ftirther  orders.  About  six  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  HiQ  ordered  me  to  move 
straight  forward  and  occupy  the  Chattanooga 
road.  I  requested  General  Hill  to  support  me 
on  the  left,  as  I  was  satisfied  fit)m  personal  ob- 
servation during  Colonel  Govan's  attack  that  I 
^  would  be  enfiladed.  This  he  said  he  would  give 
me,  and  I  moved  off  at  once.  The  line  had  passed 
some  little  distance  beyond  the  Chattanooga  road, 
meeting  with  little  or  no  resistemoe  to  that  point, 
when,  as  expected,  it  was  enfiladed  by  batteries 
on  both  flanKs,  whilst  a  battery  in  front  played 
upon  it  across  a  waste  field.  I  immeaiately 
placed  seven  pieces  of  artinery  on  a  hwh  point 
on  the  right  of  General  WalthaU's  brigww,  which 
held  the  right  wing,  to  engage  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries and  draw  the  fire,  if  possible,  from  the  in- 
fisintry.  My  line  was  parallel  with  the  enemy's 
works  and  in  his  rear,  upon  his  left  flank,  nearly 
half  a  mile.  Here  I  had  halted  and  ordered  the 
men  to  lie  down,  no  enemv  just  ifaen  appearing 

•  in  front.  There  was  a  wide  open  field  m  front 
and  on  my  left.  The  enemy  soon  after  fliis  ap- 
parently left  his  works  and  pressed  upon  the 
rear  of  my  left  flank,  whilst  his  batteries  en- 
filaded me.  Soon  afterwards  a  oloud  of  skir- 
mishers suddenly  emerged  from  the  woods,  en- 
cirlinp^  my  front  and  right  wing.  From  the  com- 
bination of  attacks,  my  command  was  forced  to 
withdraw  to  avoid  being  captivred.  A  part  of 
my  skirmishers  were  nevertheless  captured,  to- 

.  gether  with  Colonel  Scales,  Thirteenth  Missis- 
sippi regiment,  Walthall'b  brigade.  The  Feder- 
als had  left  their  works,  at  this  time,  in  retreat 
from  the  field,  and  our  whole  Hue  was  moving 
upon  them.  After  reforming  my  command  I 
moved  to  the  position  of  the  Chattanooga  load, 
near  McDonald's  house,  where  it  bivouaoked  on 
the  ground  it  was  ordered  to  hold.  At  ten 
o'clock,  Sunday  night,  my  scouts  reported  that 
the  enemy  had  enth^ly  withdrawn  from  the 
field  and  disappeared  toward  Lo<^out  Mountain. 


In  these  five  different  engageme&ts,  in  the 
■pace  of  tiiree  days,  I  lost  a  ereat  many  ofiScers 
and  men ;  my  loss  being  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  killed,  nine  hundred  and  sixty-three  wound- 
ed, and  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  missing ; 
total,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  four; 
out  of  an  effectiTe  total  in  both  bri^^kdes  of 
three  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
bafore  action. 

The  attack  of  the  enemy  being  aimed  at  our 
right  win^,  hm  foroe  was  necessarily  large 
to  aooomphsh  his  object,  and,  in  every  instance, 
overpowered  me  win  numbers.  In  no  instance, 
in  the  last  two  days'  fiffht,  did  we  make  an  atr 
tack  without  being  flanked  by  the  overlapping 
linee  of  the  enemy;  and,  al&ongh  forced  to 

S*  ve  way  four  different  times,  serious  and  heavy 
Bs  was  inflicted  upon  the  Federals  in  each  at- 
tack, and  the  command  always  prompUy  rallied 
to  renew  the  engagement 

In  connection  with  Sunday  evening's  affair,  it 
is  proper  for  me  to  state  that  the  force  which 
was  reported  by  General  Forrest,  about  four  r. 
M.,  to  Lieutenant-General  Hill  to  be  moving  from 
tiie  direction-  of  Chattanooga,  in  support  of  the 
enemy's  left  flank,  took  its  position  m  the  edge 
of  the  woods  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  waste 
field  in  my  front,  8iq[>ported  its  batteries  on  my 
right  Aaok  and  front,  and,  duf inf;  the  last  en- 
gagement, threw  forward  its  skirmishers,  which, 
oo-operatu3g  with  the  attack  on  my  l^t  and  rear 
and  the  enfilading  fires  of  their  artillery,  kept 
every  movement  of  thdr  own  side  in  view  as 
well  as  our  own.  This  foroe  retired  with  the 
balance  of  the  enemy  at  dusk,  having  appar- 
ently aoc<MnpliBhed  its  object  of  preventing  our 
getting  in  his  rear.  We  took  about  eight  hundred 

Srisoners,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  r^ulars  in 
ie  United  .States  army.  Major  Coolidge,  of  the 
Sixteenth  United  States  in&ntry,  was  killed 
Captain  Van  Pelt,  of  Loomis'  battery,  was  cap- 
tured hj  the  Eighth  Arkansas  and  First  Louis- 
iana inuatry.  Of  the  pieoes  o^tured,  four  were 
secured  by  Govan's  brigade  and  one  by  Wal- 
thall's. I  refer  to  the  reports  of  brigade  com- 
manders for  particulars.  Colonel  Featherston, 
of  the  Fifth  Arkansas,  was  killed  early  in  ^e 
first  action.  Colonel  Gillespie  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Baulcum  were  both  wounded.  In  Brig- 
adier-General Walthall's  brigade,  lieutenant- 
Colonel  McKelvane,  Twenty-fourth  Mississippi, 
Lieutenant-Colond  Morgan,  Twenty-ninth  Mis- 
ftssippi,  Major  Pegram,  Thirty-fourth  Missis- 
sippi, Mi^or  Staples,  Twenty-fourth  Itfississippi, 
lieutenant-Colonel  Jones,  Twenty-seventh  Mis- 
sissippi, Major  Johnson,  Thirtieth  Mississippi, 
and  LaeatenantrColonel  Reynolds,  Thirtieth  Mis- 
sissippi, were  wounded,  the  last  mortally.  Offi- 
cers and  men  of  both  brigades  behaved  with 
unusual  gallantry,  and  I  have  the  satis&Gtion  ol 
knowing  that  thcgr  did  their  duty  to  their  coun- 
tzy,  side  by  side,  against  greater  odds  than  they 
have  hitherto  met  Although  no  briUiant  re- 
sults were  direotly  accomplisned,  the  record  for 
hard  fighting  cannot  be  well  surpassed.  In  my 
humble  opinion  it  is  the  best  evidence  of  good 
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Mldien,  when  overpowered  by  immense  niun- 
ben  on  all  ndes,  to  be  able  te  liSfy  pronjirtfy  and 
letnni  again  and  again  to  the  oonteat  nndannted. 
Ihe  enemy  was  held  in  chedc  by  the  reaohite 
\naivery  of  my  two  brigades,  united  witti  the  rest 
of  General  Walker'^  oommand,  until  snffieient 
support  conld  oome  up  to  prevent  onr  right 
flank  from  beiag  tmted  by  G^eral  Thomas' 
corps.  To  my  two  brigade  comnnadors,  Briga- 
dier-Qeneral  Walthall  and  Colonel  Ck>van,  I  am 
greatly  indebted  for  thrar  prompt  cooperation 
m  every  movement  and  quick  apprehension  of 
the  cosiBlBntly  recurring  neoesstties  that  arise 
on  a  battle-field.  I  know  of  no  more  gallant 
soldiers,  and  feel  honored  by  the  conunand  of 
snoh  officers.  My  staff,  Captain  G.  A.  Williams, 
Assistant  Adjatant-Oeneral,  and  Lieutenant  J. 
L.  Boetick,  Aid-deX)amp,  beharved  with  Hieir 
usual  gallantry  and  need  no  commendation  at 
my  hands.  laeutenant  Dolin,  Brigade  Inspec- 
tor, was  sl%htLy  wounded  in  the  forehead.  To 
my  Chief  Burgeon,  Dr.  McFadden,  my  thanks 
are  due  for  his  pronq»tattetitton  to  the  wounded 
and  their  rapid  removal  from  ^e  field,  however 
distant  they  were  from  the  hospital  he  had  been 
enabled  to  establi^  I  would  respectfully  bring 
to  notice  the  gallantry  of  Captain  Fletcher,  of 
the  Thirteenth  Arkansas  regiment,  in  repelling 
the  sudden  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  capture  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  which  were  miavoidably  d^ 
Myed  in  being  removed  from  their  position  late 
in  the  evening  of  the  twentieth.  1  thank  Qod 
for  permitting  us  to  be  the  survivors  of  a  great 
victory  for  our  countrv. 

Respectfody  submitted, 

Jomr  R.  Tiii>PMj«, 


OF    BRICUDIEB^ENEEUL   W. 
HANDIKQ  raVISION. 


FUBION.  COM- 


Onttvnu,  BooiH  Cabouba,  OotoborSli  IBM. 

Qwjkrin  OaibAeTy  Amiakmt  AefffUan$-Oener<d: 
CAFTADf:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  in 
obedience  to  orders,  a  report  of  the  part  ti^en 
by  the  division  under  my  command  in  the  l^tde 
of  Cfaickamauga : 

On  the  eighteenth  of  September,  our  forces 
advanced  in  several  columns  to  cross  the  Chick- 
amftugtt,  and  nye  battle  to  the  Federal  army 
under  General  Kosecrans.  Major-Genoul  Buok- 
ner*s  corps,  consisting  of  Stewart's  division  and 
mine,  moved  on  the  rc«d  to  Thedford's  Ford,  and 
on  the  evening  of  that  day  (Friday)  my  ooromaod 
bivouadced  at  Hunt's  or  Daitou's  Ford,  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  river  and  east  of  the  road. 
The  skirmishers  of  Colonel  Kelly's  brigade 
soon  discovered  the  enemy  posted  aloi^  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  Btream,*extsnding  above  in 
the  direction  of  Lee  and  Gordon's  MUl.  Boon 
after  nightfUl  €toneral  Giacie's  brigade  was 
moved  across  the  ford  and  established  in  Une  of 
battle,  ruiming  afanost  east  and  west,  near  Hunt* s 
house,  and  a  few  hundred  jfards  north  of  the 
river,  where  it  remained  dunng  the  night 

On  the  next  momin|^  my  two  remaining  bii* 
gades  crossed  the  nver  at  dawn,  and  were 


formed  in  line  of  battle  in  Hunt's  field.  Stewart's 
division  soon  ocoupied  a  position  on  my  tight^ 
and  extended  eastward  in  the  direction  of  Tbkl- 
ford's  Ford.  Riding  forward,  I  found  troops  of 
Mgadier^jtoneral  Johnson's  and  Major-General 
Hood's  commands  fbnning  in  line  of  baltle 
nearly  at  right  angles  to  my  own  Une,  fftomff 
westward,  toward  the  Chattanooga  road,  ana 
afterwards  met  General  Bragg,  Major-General 
Hood,  and  Major-General  Buckner,  who  were 
conferring  toge&er.  Having  reported  to  Major- 
General  Bnclnier  the  position  of  my  troops,  I 
returned,  and  about  eight  o'clock  received  an 
order  from  him  to  advance  through  Hunt's  field, 
in  the  direction  of  the  enemy.  Graoie's  brigade 
was  immediately  conformed  to  the  general  line 
of  battle,  and  moved  westwardly  toward  the 
main  read,  that  runs  north  from  Lafayettd  to 
CSmttanoogab  After  advancing  about  six  hui^ 
dred  yards  it  arrived  near  a  sluop  ourve  of  the 
Ghiolmmauga,  which  impeded  further  progress. 
I  halted  the  command  on  the  brow  of  the  hiU 
overlooking  the  stream  and  plain  below.  The 
enemy's  lines  and  batteries  were  disoovered 
about  fifteen  hundred  yards  distant,  in  the  direc- 
tion ef  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  across  the  bend  of 
the  river,  whieh  it  would  have  been  necessary  to 
cross  twioOi  with  an  open  field  intervemng, 
swept  by  their  artiUerv,  had  the  advance  con- 
tinued stn%htft)rward.  Having  halted  Gracie, 
I  drew  up  Kelly's  brigade  three  hundred  Vards 
in  the  rear,  upon  a  declivity  in  the  field,  and 
Trigg's  brigade  about  three  hundred  yards  in 
lear  of  K^k's,  on  the  prolongation  of  Bate's 
brigadci  of  Stewart's  division,  which  was  on  the 
right**tiius  forming  my  division  in  a  column  of 
tluee  brigades.  A  rocky  hill  near  Grade's 
right,  overlooldng  die  field  below,  afforded  an 
excellent  position  for  artillery.  Upon  it  I  poated 
Jeffiriss'  battery.  The  enemv  commeuced  shell- 
ing my  lines  rapidly,  and  I  lost  a  commissioned 
officer  killed,  anda  fiew  men  of  the  Sixth  Florida, 
with  liiemtenant  Luie  and  others  of  the  Sixty- 
third  Tenaessee  wounded.  A  shot  nf  two  was 
fired  bv  Jeffiries,  bnt  I  ordered  the  battery  to 
cease  mring,  as  the  distance  was  too  great  to  , 
assure  proper  accuracy.  My  troops  remained 
in  ranks  without  further  reply,  patiently  endui^ 
in^  the  fire.  About  twelve  o  clock,  in  compliance 
with  an  order  received  from  Magor-Generai 
Buckner,  I  moved  my  oommand  by  the  right 
flank  firom  about  six  or  eight  hundred  yards  to  a 
position  somewhat  west  of  north  from  Hunt's 
field.  Trigg's  brigade  occupied  the  front,  in  a 
woodland,  near  a  small  cabin.  Gracie  was 
f<»med  near  Trigs,  and  Kelly  was  posted  in  the 
rear,  supporting  Levden's  battalion  of  artillery. 
No  further  event  of  importance  oceuired  during 
the  day  to  Grasie's  or  Kelly's  brigades.  Soon 
after  Trigg  ocoupied  his  position,  some  three 
hundred  jwrda  an  advance  of  Gracie  and  Kelly, 
his  akirmishem,  under  Colonel  Maxwell,  engaged 
those  of  the  enemy  with  spirit,  and  some  two 
hours  afterwards  were  driven  in  by  the  enemy's 
artillery.  There  was  a  small  com  field  three  or 
four  hundred  yards  in  fro^t  of  IVigg,  in  which 
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tiie  enemy  ware  posted.  Abont  two  or  three 
o'clock  a  contioooiis  and  heavj  fire  of  infantrj 
and  artillery  (and  tbeir  sheila  e^loding  beyond 
our  rear  lines)  annonnoed  a  conflict  near  the  field 
in  front  I  was  informed  that  Hood's  division 
was  attacking  the  enemyiin  the  field,  whilst  my 
division  was  held  in  reserve.  Soon  after  I 
received  an  order  from  M^or^neral  Buckner 
to  detach  a  brigade  and  reinforce  Qeneral  Hood. 
For  this  purpose  Ck>lonel  Trigg  was  ordered  to 
advance  in  the  direction  of  the  firing,  and  to  give 
the  required  support  The  action  soon  became 
hot  in  front  Irigg  joined  Brigadier-General 
Robertson,  of  Hoocrs  division,  and  attacked  the 
enemy.  They  were  broken  in  confusion.  The 
Sixth  Florida,  under  Colonel  Findlay,  sustained 
heavy  loss ;  but  owing  to  some  misapprehension 
of  orders,  the  brigade  failed  to  capture  the  en»> 
my's  battery,  or  to  reap  the  fruits  of  their 
repulse.  As  I  was  not  personally  superintending 
the  attack,  I  refer  to  the  report  of  Colonel  Trigg 
for  details. 

Riding  forward,  however,  I  found  the  evi- 
dences of  a  stubborn  and  sanguinary  conflict  in 
Ihe  margin  of  the  wood  and  the  com  field  beyond, 
from  which  the  enemy  were  retiring  their  lines. 
Night  coming  on,  Trigg  bivouacked  m  the  wood- 
land near  the  ed^e  of  vbe  com  field,  while  Gkacie 
and  Kelfy  occupied  a  position  in  front  of  a  litde 
hut,  near  which  Major-General  fiuckner  had 
established  his  headquarters. 

I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining,  with  accu- 
racy, the  loss  sustained  by  my  di vimon  on  Satur- 
day, but  estimate  it  at  about  one  hundred  and 
fif^  or  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  killed  and 
wounded,  nearly  att  of  whom  were  from  Trigg's 
brigade.  During  the  night  Grade's  and  KeUy's 
brigades  were  vigorous^  engaged  in  construct- 
ing defenses  to  strengthen  the  left,  and,  in  the 
morning,  Williams*  cmd  Leyden's  battidions  of 
artillery  were  supported  bv  my  infantry,  under 
cover  of  good  field  intren<mments. 

On  Sunday,  about  midday,  the  batlle  became 
fierce  along  me  right  towards  Oiattaiiooga,  and 
there  was  a  general  advance  of  the  left  wing, 
under  LieuiienantGenenl  Longstreet  Stewurs 
division  and  Trigg's  brigade  were  moved  for- 
ward northwestwardly,  in  the  direction  of  Bro- 
therton's  house,  on  the  Ohatianooga  road.  Under 
an  order  from  Maior-General  Bucnier,  I  advanced 
with  Gracie's  and  Kelly's  brigades,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Sixty-fifth  Gtooigia,  Colonel  Moore, 
which  was  left  to  protect  Jemies'  battery,  near 
Hunt's  field,  on  the  lefL  Qrade's  and  Ke^'s 
brigades  were  formed  in  line  of  bottie  across  the 
Chattanooga  road,  in  front  of  Brotherton's  house, 
and  IVigg  a  short  distance  in  tiie  rear.  The  ene- 
my, in  some  fiekls  on  the  north,  maintained  an 
active  fire  of  shot  and  shell  on  my  troops  untQ 
about  half-past  three  o'dock,  when  I  received  an 
order  to  move  towards  Dver's  house  and  field,  to 
support  BrigadieibQeneral  Kershaw.  Guided  by 
Captain  Terrill,  I  advanced  with  Gracie's  ana 
Kelly's  brigades,  Trigg's  haying  been  retained 
near  Brotherton's  by  Major^neral  Buckner,  to 
resist  an  apprehended  attack  of  cavalry  on  our 


left  and  rear.  After  moving  tiiroug^  the  wood- 
land between  the  Chattanooga  road  and  Dyer's 
flEurm-hoitse,  I  reached  a  large  field  oxtendii^ 
northward  to  some  wooded  ravines  and  heights. 
These  heights  stretch  nearly  east  and  west  from 
the  La&iyette  and  Qiattanooga  road,  to  another 
nearly  parallel  road  running  from  Crawfish  Spring 
to  Bossville,  sad  about  two  miles  west  of  the 
former.  From  the  edge  of  Dyer's  field  the 
ground  descends  to  a  wooded  ravine,  and  after 
two  or  three  intervening  depressions,  each  sue- 
oeeding  height  being  more  elevated,  you  reach 
the  summit  of  the  ridge,  which  is  some  two 
hundred  feet  above  thelevel  of  the  plain.  Along 
this  ridge  the  enemy  were  drawn  up  under 
General  Thomas,  as  it  is  behoved  from  me  state- 
ment of  prisoners.  A  strong  battery  was  posted 
on  the  loftiest  and  most  eastern  of  these  heights, 
toward  Snodgrass'  house  and  Chattanooga.  On 
the  north-east  the  undulations  were  gentle,  and 
cleared  fields  and  fimass  stretched  away  to  the 
eastward  to  open  and  wooded  plains. 

Upon  these  plains  the  battle  nad  raged  during 
the  day,  and  the  heights  were  the  Key  of  the 
enemy's  position,  and  his  last  stronghold.  As 
soon  as  uie  advance  brigade  of  Grade  reached 
Dyer's  field,  I  ordered  him  to  form  in  line  of  bat- 
tie,  with  his  left  wing  resting  near  a  tall  pine  on 
the  summit  of  the  hifl,  near  toe  edge  of  the  field, 
and  in  front  of  the  enemy's  strongest  position. 
This  was  done  with  great  animation  and  in  ad- 
mirable order.  I  then  directed  Colonel  Kelly  to 
form  his  brigade  on  the  left  of  Gracie,  and  to 
change  direction  to  the  right  as  he  advanced. 
The  owner  of  the  £urm,  John  Dyer,  one  of  my 
couriers,  gave  me  a  most  accurate  and  valuable 
description  of  the  local  topography,  and  I  di- 
rected Kelly  to  cover  and  protect  Grade's  left 
Whilst  engaged  in  bringing  Kelly  into  position, 
Gracie's  brigade  disappeared  in  the  wood,  ad- 
vancing against  the  battery  hilL  I  ordered  Oip- 
tain  Blackburn,  my  volunteer  Aid-de<l!^p,  to 
follow  and  ascertain  from  General  Grade  by 
what  authority  he  had  moved.  General  Gracie 
replied  that  he  had  been  ordered  to  advance  by 
Brigadier-General  Kershaw,  who  was  in  the  rav- 
ine iust  beyond  the  field.  The  movement  was 
slightiy  premature,  as  Kelly  was  not  formed,  but  I 
at  once  ordered  his  brigade  forward,  and  sent 
Captain  Blackburn  to  direct  him  to  oblique  to 
tiie  right  a^^ain,  so  as  to  press  toward  the  slope 
of  the  hill  m  the  rear,  while  Gracie  was  attack- 
ing in  front  The  enemy  had  kept  up  a  rapid 
artillery  fire  from  the  hill  and  across  the  field, 
but  Gracie,  passing  through  Kershaw's  ranks, 
wluoh  were  halted  in  the  &ret  ravine  beyond  the 
field,  dashed  over  the  ridge  beyond  and  into  tiie 
hollows  between  it  and  the  battery  hill.  The 
bripMie  advanced  with  splendid  courage,  but  was 
met  by  a  destructive  fire  of  the  enei^v  from  the 
cover  of  their  field  works  on  the  hill.  The 
Second  Alabama  battalion  stormed  the  hill  and 
entered  the  iBtrenchments.  Here  an  obstinate 
and  bloody  combat  ensued.  Brigadier^General 
Gknade,' whilst  bravely  leading  his  men,  had  his 
horse  shot  under  him.    Lieutenant-Colonel  Ful- 
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kenoD,  commftiMJing  the  Sixty-third  Tenneeaee, 
IdeuteDaQtrGolonel  Jolly,  of  the  Forty-third  Ala- 
bama, Lieatenant-Oolonel  Holt,  of  the  First  Ala- 
bama battalion,  and  Lieateaant-Golonel  Hall,  of 
the  Second  Alabama  battalion,  were  severely 
wounded  whilst  gallantly  leading  their  reapective 
commands  in  the  assault  on  the  hilL  Many  brave 
officers  and  men  here  feJL  The  brigade  carried 
into  action  about  two  thousand  and  three  officers 
and  m^i,  and,  in  the  space  of  an  hour,  lost  six 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  killed  and  wounded. 
The  Second  Alabama  battalion,  out  of  two  hun- 
dred and  thirbr-nine,  lost  one  himdred  and  sixty- 
nine  killed  and  wounded.  In  the  action  its  color 
was  pierced  in  eighty-three  places,  and  was  af- 
terwards, by  request,  presented  to  His  Excel- 
lency Hie  IVesident,  who  promoted  the  brave 
standard-bearer,  {lobert  W.  Heith,  for  conspicu- 
ous courage.  Geoiee  W.  Norns,  of  CSaptain 
Wise's  company,  of  Hall's  battalion,  fell  at  the 
foot  of  the  enemy's  flag-staff,  and  was  buried  at 
the  spot  where  he  had  so  nobly  died. 

6racie*s  brigade  advanced  between  four  and 
five  o'clock,  and  Kelly  moved  about  ten  minutes 
afterwards,  to  assail  the  second  hill  on  the  ridge, 
three  or  four  hundred  yards  west  of  the  battery 
hill.  I  ordered  him  to  change  direction  obhanely 
to  the  right,  which  was  promptly  done,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  the  brigade  nad  passed  beyond  the 
troops  halted  on  the  left  of  Kershaw's  brigade 
in  the  ravine  and  engaged  the  enemy  on  the 
ridge,  three  or  four  hundred  yards  beyond. 
Then  a  desperate  combat  ensued,  &e  hostile 
forces  being  not  more  than  thirly  or  forty  yards 
aparL  Kelly  gained  the  hill  after  a  bloody  strug- 
gle, and  the  edemy  vainly  sought  to  dislodge  him 
from  it. 

Just  as  I  first  formed,  and  moved  Kelly  into 
action,  I  met  Maior-Oeneral  Hindman  and  staff, 
on  the  summit  of  the  hill  near  Dyer's  field.  'The 
General,  though  suffering  from  a  contusion  on 
Uie  neck,  from  a  fragment  of  shell,  remained  in 
the  saddle.  He  informed  me  of  the  state  of  af- 
fairs, and  assured  me  of  my  opportune  arrival, 
and  authorized  me  to  post  a  battery  of  his  on  a 
point  of  the  field  so  as  to  guard  against  and  cover 
any  repulse,  of  my  troops,  or  any  adverae  event. 
This  was  done  by  me,  though  I  did  not  learn  tite 
name  of  the  officer  commanding  the  battery. 
When  the  fire  on  Gracie  and  Kelly  was  fiiUy  de- 
veloped, its  great  volume  and  extent  assured  me 
that  support  was  indispensable.  At  once  I  dis- 
patched Giptain  Blackburn,  Qaptain  Preston  and 
Lieutenant  Johnson,  of  my  staff,  with  orders 
to  bring  Trigg's  brigade  forward  rapidly,  and  to 
inform  Major-General  Buckner,  at  Brotherton's, 
of  my  situation  and  the  urgent  necessity  4>f  the 
order.  Shortly  after  Captain  Harvey  Jones,  A. 
A.  General  of  Grade's  brigade,  rode  up  and  in- 
formed me  that  Gracie  had  gained  the  hill,  but 
could  not  hold  it  without  reinforcements.  I 
instructed  him  to  inform  Gracie  that  the  hill 
must  be  hold,  at  ail  hazards,  and  that  I  would 
send  Colonel  Trigg  to  his  support  in  a  few 
minutes.  Soon  aner  ColoneLKelly  sent  me 
word  by  Lieutenant  McDaniel  mat  he  could  not  | 
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hoki  the  hill  without  snocor,  and  I  gave  him  a 
similar  response.  This  was  about  the  period  dT 
the  heaviest  fire,  and  I  rode  forward  to  where 
Colonel  Kelly  was  engaged  on  the  hill,  and  lieii- 
tenaat  McDaniel  brought  him  to  me.  I  reiter* 
ated  the  order  and  the  assurance  of  Trigg's 
speedy  arrival,  and  passed  on  to  the  right,  where 
I  met  Cteneral  Gracie.  He  reported  his  ammu- 
nition almost  exhausted,  and  was  withdzawing 
his  men  to  replenish  his  cartridge  boxes. 

In  the  meantime.  General  Buckner  had  sent 
me  Colonel  Trigg's  brigade,  which,  advancing 
in  double-quick  tune,  arrived  at  a  critical  mo- 
ment, while  the  battle  was  raging  fiercely.  One 
of  Triffg's  regiments  went  to  the  support  of 
Generu  Gracie,  while  the  remainder  of  his 
brigade  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  left  of  Kellv 
and  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the  ridge.  This  frew 
brigade,  moving  over  the  troops  halted  in  tbe 
valley  below,  assaulted  with  great  ardor  the 
the  enemy  on  the  left  of  Kelly,  and  quickly  car- 
ried the  nrst  ridge.  The  firesh  and  lengtiienine 
line  of  fire  firom  this  fine  command  reanimated 
our  men,  and  disheartened  the  enemy,  who  re- 
hnquished  their  first  position,  and  fell  back  to  a 
second  rid|;e,  occupied  by  a  strong  force  and 
posted  behmd  field  works.  A  momentary  kiU 
ensued.  Brigadier-General  Robertson  reported 
to  me,  and  I  dbrected  him  to  occupy  and  hold 
ilie  position  from  whldh  Gracie  had  withdrawn 
to  replenish  his  ammonition.  I  sent,  at  this 
time,  for  Colonel  Kelly,  who  reported  in  person, 
and  informed  me  that  the  enemy  in  his  front 
seemed  in  confusion.  I  directed  him  to  use  his 
discretion  and  press  the  advantage  by  advancing 
as  far  as  praoticable,  with  Trigg  wheeling  to  the 
right  toward  the  declivity  of  the  battery  hill, 
stretching  towards  Chattanooga.  ^It  was  now 
moonlight,  and  Kelly  returning  to  his  comBaad 
after  a  few  minutes  absence  from  it,  the  fire 
reopened,  and,  contiuuing  for  a  short  time. 
ceased.  It  was  the  kst  fire  of  the  day,  and 
closed  the  battle. 

In  the  last  attack  made  by  Trigg  and  KeUy, 
Colonel  Hawkins,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  a  brav« 
and  skilful  officer  of  Kelly's  brigade,  captured 
two  Colonels,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  a  number 
of  company  officers,  and  two  hundmd  and  foii^ 
nine  prisoners.  The  Twen1y<eecond  Michigan, 
the  ^hty-ninth  Ohio,  and  part  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Ohio  regiments  were  captured  by  Trigg'saad 
Kelly's  brifl»des,  and  five  stands  of  colors  were 
taken  by  Sergeant  Timmons,  of  the  Seventh 
Florida  regiment,  and  by  Privates  Heneker, 
Hanris,  Hylton,  and  Carter,  of  the  Fifty-Fourth 
Virginia.  Colonels  Oarleton,  Lefebvre,  and  Lieu- 
tenant4)olonel  Glenn  were  among  the  prisoners. 

The  next  morning  about  four  thousand  five 
hundred  stands  of  arms,  which  had  been  thrown 
away  by  the  flving  enemy,  were  secured  by  my 
command.  I  learned  that  8teadman*s  divisicm 
and  troops  from  General  Granger's  reserve  corps 
held  the  heights  attacked  by  my  division,  and 
from  captuTM  artillerists,  at  Snodgrass'  house, 
that  the  bill  had  been  occupied  by  a  battery  of 
the  regular  army  and  another  from  Ohio. 


402 


BBBELLION   BBfXOUO,    lM»-66. 


Among  the  womided  at  Snodgimsa'  hooae, 
where  a  nospitel  had  been  estabhlBhed  by  the 
enemy,  were  many  prisoneia,  aome  of  whom 
were  from  Grittonaen'a  corpa,  portions  of.  which 
aeem  also  to  have  oocnpied  the  hill.  In  the 
attack  on  the  hill  no  artillery  ooold  be  used  by 
08  effectiTely.  The  struggle  was  alone  for  the 
mfiantry.  Few  fell  who  were  not  struck  down 
by  the  rifle  or  the  musket  Whilst  at  the  height 
of  the  engagement,  &e  reserve  artillery  of  Ma^or 
Williams  opened  fire,  by  order  of  Major-Gen- 
oral  Buokner,  on  the  rear  lines  of  the  enemy, 
but  with  what  effect  I  could  not  judge.  The 
fire  served,  however,  to  draw  that  of  the  enemy 
to  another  part  of  the  field  on  my  right  As 
my  line  advanoed,  I  sent  word  to  Qeneral  Buok- 
ner,  requesting  him  to  cause  Williams  to  cease 
firing  or  he  would  enfiJade  my  men  who  had 
now  the  ridge,  and  the  batteries  were  promptly 
stopped.  The  battalion  of  Georgia  artillery, 
unaer  Major  Leyden,  was  engaged  with  Colonel 
Trigg  on  Saturday,  and  that  of  Captain  Jeffries, 
protected  by  the  Sixty-fifth  (leoigia,  occupied 
an  important  position  on  the  left  Osptain  Pee- 
ble's  battery,  of  Major  Leyden's  oommand,  sus- 
tained a  small  loss  in  the  engagement.  No  op- 
portunify  for  the  advantageous  use  of  his  guns 
was  offered  in  that  quarter  of  the  field.  I  refer 
to  Miyor  Leyden's  report  for  detaiL 

The  next  morning,  I  ordered  the  burial  of  the 
dead.  Many  of  our  bnve  men  had  &Uen  in 
charging  the  slopes  leading  to  the  summit  of 
the  ridge.  The  musketry  m>m  the  low  breast- 
works of  the  enemy  on  the  hill  attacked  by 
General  Gracie,  had  set  fire  to  the  dry  foliage, 
and  scorched  and  blackened  corpses  gave  fear- 
ful proof  of  the  heroism  and  suffering  of  ttie 
brave  men  who  had  stormed  the  hiS.  The 
ground  occupied  by  the  enemy's  battery  was 
strewn  with  slain.  More  to  the  north,  in  a 
wooded  dell  in  front  of  Kelly  and  Trigg,  many 
dead  and  wounded  of  the  enemy  were  found, 
who  had  fled  the  combat  and  sought  conceal- 
ment in  its  shadows.  All  the  de^  along  my 
line,  whether  friend  or  enemy,  were  buriea,  and 
the  wounded  removed  to  hospitaL 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  services  of  Bri- 
gadier-General Gracie  and  his  command,  and 
desire  to  express  my  approval  of  the  cour- 
age and  skill  he  maiulested  in  the  battle.  It 
also  affords  me  pleasure  to  notice  the  valuable 
services  of  Colonel  J.  M.  Moody,  Lieutenant- 
Oslonel  Sandford,  Major  McIiennaQ,  Captain 
Walden,  and  Surgeon  Luckie,  of  Gracie's  bri- 
gade. Colonel  Trigg  maintained  and  increased 
his  justiy  merited  reputation  as  a  brave  and 
skilful  officer.  Every  order  was  executed  with 
energy  and  intelligence.  To  the  rapidity  with 
which  he  moved  his  command  to  the  support 
of  Kelly's  and  Gracie's  brigades,  and  availed 
himself  of  the  advantages  of  the  field,  I 
.attribute,  in  a  great  measure,  the  success  of 
my  command  in  carrying  the  i>osition.  Col- 
onel Findlay,  of  the  Si^  Florida,  moved  at 
once  to  my  support,  with  Lieutenant^olonel 
Wade,  of  the  Fifly-fourth  Virginia,  while  the 


Seventh  Florida,  under  Cokioel  .BuUock,  was 
brought  forward  by  Colonel  Trigg,  in  person. 
During  the  struggle  for  the  heights,  Colonel 
Kelly  had  his  horse  shot  under  mm,  and  dis^ 

Eb^ped  great  courage  and  akilL  He  animated 
is  men  by  his  example,  and  with  unshaken 
firmness  cetained  the  ground  he  had  won.  Dur- 
ing the  action,  he  was  reinforced  by  a  regiment 
from  the  brigade  of  Brigadier-General  ratton 
Anderson,  who  was  in  his  vicinity,  for  which 
timely  aid  I  desire  to  express  my  obligations. 

Colonel  Kelly  took  into  action  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-six  officers  and  men,  one  of  his 
regiments  (the  Sixty-fifth  Georgia)  being  detach- 
ed, and  lost  three  hundred  killed  and  wounded. 
Colonel  Fahner,  of  the  Fifty-eighth  North  Caro- 
lina, though  wounded,  remained  on  the  field,  and 
bravely  commanded  his  regiment  Lieutenaut- 
Colond  Edmund  Kirby,  a  young,  brave,  and 
lamented  officer  of  the  same  regiment,  feU  early 
in  the  action.  Captain  Lynch,  of  the  Si^-third 
Virginia,  and  LieutenantX])olonel  Conner,  Major 
Myneher,  and  Adjutant  Thomas  B.  Cook,  of  the 
Fifth  Kentucky,  merit  honorable  mention.  Gap- 
tain  Joseph  Desha,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  who, 
though  painfully  wounded,  remained  on  t^e  field 
until  the  enemy  was  defeated,  deserves  especial 
commendation.  Captain  Desha  has  been  often 
in  action,  and  always  honorably  mentioned,  and 
I  respectfully  recommend  him  for  promotion. 

The  actual  strength  of  the  command  taken  by 
me  into  action  on  Sunday  was  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-two  men,  and  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six  omoers,  being  an  aggregate 
of  four  thousand  and  seventy-eight  infantry,  and 
my  total  loss  in  the  battle  was  twelve  hundred 
and  seventy-five  killed  and  wounded — and  sixty- 
one  missing,  nearly  all  of  the  lost  having  be^ 
subsequently  accounted  for. 

I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  my  staff  for 
the  efficient  aid  they  rendered  mo.  Major  W. 
M.  Owen,  Chief  of  Artillery ;  Captain  Sandford, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General ;  Qaptain  Edward  C. 
Preston,  Division  Inspector ;  Lieutenant  Edward 
Whitfield,  Ordnance  Officer ;  Lieutenant  Adams, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector-General ;  Lieur 
tenant  Hams  H.  Johnston,  Aid-de-€^p,  and 
Captain  J.  C.  Blackburn,  volimteer  Aid-de4^ip, 
were  actively  employed  during  the  battie,  and  I 
tender  to  them  the  assurance  of  my  sense  of 
their  valuable  services  on  the  field.  Lieuten- 
ant Bowles,  of  Morgan's  cavalry,  was  tempora- 
rily attached  to  my  staff,  and  assisted  me  greatly 
durine;  the  engagement  Major  Edward  Gntcl^ 
field,  Quartermaster,  and  Major  Bradford,  were 
under  orders  a  short  distance  in  the  rear,  but 
availed  themselves  of  each  interval  to  join  me 
at  the  front,  and  fulfilled  their  respective  duties 
to  my  entire  satisfaction.  Surgeon  Benjamin 
Gillespie,  by  the  establishment  of  field  hospitals 
and  his  care  of  the  wounded,  merits  n^  thanks 
and  official  notice. 

Inclosed  I  transmit  the  reports  of  General 
Gracie,  Colonels  Kelly  and  Trigg,  with  others  of 
subordinate  offiyrs.  I  refer  to  them  for  many 
details  vi^ch  oiKnot  be  embraced  in  this  report 
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and  iimto  tttteaAlon  to  tiie  iBfltBDoeB  of  skill  and 
gaUantry  shown  by  officers  and  men  which  they 
record.  The  troops  of  my  division  had  never 
heen  coined  in  any  important  battle,  having 
been  stationed  dming  the  war  chiefly  in  Sonth- 
western  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee,  to  defend 
their  monntain  passes  from  invasion.  Held  in 
reserve  while  the  conflict  raged  aronod  tiiem  for 
a  day  and  a  half,  Hiey  manifested  a  noble  ardor 
to  share  ita  dangers  and  its  glories.  Thooghlong 
in  service,  and  not  aspiring  to  tiie  tide  of  vet- 


erans, I  felt  strong  confidence  in  their  patriotism, 
courage,  and  discipline.  The  hov  for  the  trial 
of  all  these  great  qnaUties  anived ;  every  hope 
was  justified,  and  I  feel  assured  that  both  officers 
and  men  won  honorabb  and  enduzittg  renown 
upon  the  memorable  field  of  Ghickamauga. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  PBvnoN, 

Bdt«dtoM3«Mai,  P.  A.  C  a 


Tbhtdar  Statement  of  (he  Strength  of  PresUm's  Division  in  the  BcOUe  of  Ohickamauga,  and  the 

Return  of  the  KiUed,  Wounded,  and  Missing. 
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Trigg's  Brigade,. 
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27 

6 

20 
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Total. 


726 


320 


1,380 


•  The  Sixty-flflb  Georgia  detached  on  September  twentieth. 


or  BBIQjIDIIIUOEtnStAL  N.  B.  WBBXBf,  OOM- 
MAMIHNO  GAVAIAT. 

HBADQiriBlBfl  FOBUVB  CaYILKT  CblOEAlID,  \ 

DuMur,  Gkhkiia,  October  82, 1888.  / 

Lieutenant'Oolond  George  W.  Brent  A,  A,  €kn- 

erat  Army  of  Tennessee: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  com- 
mand during  the  action  at  Chickamauga  Greek 
on  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  ultimo ;  idso  a 
brief  statement  of  its  movements  and  engage- 
ments prior  and  subsequent  to  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga,  accompanying  it  with  the  reports 
of  Brigadier-General  Pegram,  commanding  di- 
viiiion,  and  Colonel  J.  L.  Scott,  commanding  bri- 
gade. No  report  from  Brigadier-General  Arm- 
strong, commanding  First  oivision  of  the  corps, 
has  been  received.  A  report  is  also  due  from 
Brigadier-General  Davidson,  who  commanded  a 
brigade  of  General  Pegram's  division  during  the 
bame  of  Chickamauga.  The  reports  of  do^ 
officers  would  no  doubt  have  been  famished 
bat  for  the  movements  in  the  East  Tennessee, 
and  afterwards  under  General  Wheeler  in  Mid- 
dle Tennessee,  which  gave  no  time  or  opportu- 
nitv  to  make  fhem  out 

On  the  nineteenth  ultimo  I  was  ordered  to  es- 
tabliah  my  headquarters  at  Dalton,  and  my  oom- 


W.  Pbsston, 

Brlgadtei  Oiaial oemmanrting  Dtviiton. 

mand  was  located  and  disposed  of  aa  foflows : 
Colonel  Hodges'  brigade  was  sent  on  the  Cleve- 
knd  and  Dalton  road  to  meet  the  enemy— then 
reported  at  Athens,  Tennessee,  and  advancing ; 
Colonel  Scott's  brigade  was  ordered  to  Ring- 
gold, Georgia,  to  watch  the  enemy  on  ^e  road 
from  Chattanooga  to  that  point;  General  Peg- 
ram  was  left  at  or  near  reavine  chnrob,  and 
Brigadier-General  Armstrong's  division  was  lo- 
cated in  front  of  General  Cheatham's  infentnr 
dbrision,  on  tibe  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road. 
I  retained  with  me  at  Dalton  about  two  hundred 
and  forty  men  of  (Jeneral  Morgan's  oommand. 

The*  reports  of  General  P^ram  and  Colonel 
Scott  sufficiently  detail  their  operations  prior  to 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  and  require  no  fur- 
ther comments  here. 

On  Thursday,  seventeenth  uHamo,  I  moved 
from  Dalton,  and  on  Friday  morning  from  Ring- 
gold to  Peavine  Creek,  having  with  me  Morean^B 
men  (under  LdeutenantrColonel  Marthi)  and  mv 
escort,  and  met  the  enemy's  cavalry  (Mintry'i 
brigade)  at  Peavine  O^eek.  Dismounting  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Martin's  oommand,  and,  assisted 
by  Brigadier43enera]  B.  R.  Johnson's  command, 
the  enemy  were  driven  across  the  Chickamanga 
at  Reed's  EMdge,  at  which  point  I  was  joined 
by  General  Pegram's  division.    Grossing  the 
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creek  at  a  ford  above  tiie  bridge,  the  oonntry 
wafl  scoured  for  a  mile  west  of  the  bridge.  (Gen- 
eral Hood's  command  of  iiifimtry  also  crossed 
the  GhickamaDga  and  formed  in  line  of  batde, 
my  oomma&d  bivonai^ing  on  the  field  in  the 
rear  of  his  line,  near  Alexander's  Bridge.  ' 

On  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  I  was  or- 
dered to  move  witii  my  command  down  the 
road  towards  Reed's  Bridge  and  develop  the 
enemy,  whidi  was  promptly  done,  and  their  ad- 
vance was  soon  er^aged  at  the  steam  saw-mill 
near  that  point  finding  the  enemy  too  strong 
for  (General  Pegram's  force,  I  dispatched  a  st^ 
officer  to  Lieutenant^neral  Polk's  quarters  for 
General  Armstrong's  division.  He  could  only 
spare  Dibrell's  brigade,  which  arrived  shortly 
after  we  engaged  me  enemy,  was  speedily  dis- 
mounted and  formed,  and,  with  General  Pe^- 
ram's  division,  were  able  to  hold  position  until 
infantry  reinforcements  arrived,  the  first  brigade 
of  wbich,  under  Colonel  Wilson,  formed  on  my 
left,  advanced  in  gallant  style,  driving  the  enemy 
back  and  capturing  a  battery  of  arBllery.  My 
dismounted  cavaliy  advanced  with  them.  The 
superior  force  of  the  enemy  compelled  us  to 

five  back  until  reinforced  by  General  Ector's 
rifade,  when  the  enemy  were  again  driven 
back.  From  statements  of  prisoners  captured, 
the  enemy's  force  engaged  was  four  brigades  of 
infantry  and  one  of  cavalry.  Btlt  when  driven 
back  ^e  second  time,  wi&  the  loss  of  another 
battery,  their  full  force  was  developed,  and,  be- 
ing met  and  overpowered  by  vastly  superior 
numbers,  we  were  compelled  to  fall  back  to  our 
first  position.    A  cavauy  charge  was  made  to 

Srotect  the  infantry  as  they  retired,  which  they 
id  in  good  order,  though  with  loss.  We  cap- 
tured many  prisoners,  but  were  unable,  for  want 
of  horses,  to  bring  off  the  guns  captured  from 
the  enemy.  Until  tl\e  arrival  of  Major-General 
Walker  (being  the  senior  officer  present),  I  as- 
sumed temporary  command  of  the  infantry,  and 
I  must  say  that  the  fighting  and  the  gallant 
charges  of  the  two  brigwles  just  referred  to  ex- 
cited my  astonishment  Thev  broke  the  ene- 
my's line,  and  could  not  be  halted  or  withdrawn 
until  nearly  surrounded.  We  fell  back,  fiehtin^ 
and  contesting  the  ground,  to  our  original  posi- 
tion, near  the  mill  on  the  Reed's'  Bridge  road. 
General  Cheatham's  division  coming  up  and  %n- 
gaging  the  enemy,  drove  them  for  some  dis- 
tance, but  was,  in  turn,  compelled  to  fall  back. 
Seeing  General  Maney's  brigade  hard  pressed 
and  retiring  before  the  enemy,  I  hastened  to  his 
relief  with  Freeman's  battery  of  six  pieces,  dis- 
mounting Colonel  Dibrell's  brigade  to  support 

it    The  conduct  of  Major  John  R. ,  Chief 

of  Artillery,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  this 
battery,  on  this  occasion,  deserve  special  men- 
tion. Thev  kept  up  a  constant  and  destructive 
fire  upon  the  enemy  until  they  were  within  fiftv 
yards  of  the  guns,  getting  o£f  the  field  with 
all  their  guns,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of 
horses.  They  were  gallantiy  protected  by  Col- 
onel Dibrell  in  retiring,  who  lell  back  with  the 


line  of  in&ntry.  General  Aimttrone,  having 
been  released  bv  General  Polk,  arrived  with  his 
brigade  and  took  command  of  his  divison,  form- 
ing it,  and,  witli  Pegram's  division,  holding  the 
road  to  Reed's  Bridge,  which  had  been  rep^ed 
durinff  the  day. 

On  Sunday  morning,  tiie  twentieth,  I  received 
orders  to  move  up  and  keep  in  line  with  General 
Breckinridge's  division,  which  I  did,  diamount- 
ing  all  of  General  Armstrong's  division,  excq[>t 
ti^e  First  Tennessee  regiment^  of  McDonald's 
brigade,  holding  General  Pegram's  division  in 
reserve  on  my  right  The  two  conmiands  of 
General  Armstrong's  division,  which  were 
mounted,  took  possesion  of  the  Lafayette  road, 
capturing  the  enemy's  hospitals  and  quite  a 
number  of  prisoners.  They  were  compelled  to 
fall  back,  as  the  enemy's  reserves,  under  General 
Granger,  advanced  upon  that  road.  Colonel 
Dibrell  fought  in  front,  with  the  infantry,  during 
that  day.  As  Greneral  Granger  approadied,  by 
shelling  his  command  and  manoeuvring  his 
troops,  he  was  detained  nearly  two  hours  and 
prevented  from  joining  the  main  force  until  late 
in  the  evening,  and  then  at  a  douUe-quick  and 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  Freeman's  battery,  and 
a  section  of  Napoleon  guns,  borrowed  from 
General  Breckinridge.  After  Granger's  oolumn 
had  vacated  the  road  in  front  of  me,  I  moved  my 
dismounted  men  rapidly  forward  and  took  pos- 
session from  the  Federal  Hospital  to  the  woods 
on  the  left,  tlvough  which  the  infemtiywas 
fighting  and  advancing.  My  artillery  was  or- 
dered forward,  but,  before  it  could  reach  the 
woods  and  be* placed  in  position,  a  chaige  was 
made  by  tiie  enemy,  the  infantry  line,  retreating 
in  confusion,  and  leaving  me  without  a  support, 
but  held  the  gpround  long  enough  to  get  my  ar- 
tillery back  to  the  position  from  which  we 
sheUed  Granger's  column,  and  opened  fire  upon 
the  advancing  oolumn  with  fourteen  pieces  of 
artillery,  driving  them  back  and  terminating  on 
the  rignt  flank  uie  battie  of  Chiokamauga.  This 
fire  was  at  short  ranee,  in  open  ground,  and  was 
to  the  enemy  very  (^tructive,  killing  two  col- 
onels and  many  otiier  officers  and  privates. 

It  is  with  pride  and  pleasure  uu&t  I  mention 
the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
my  command.  Greneral  Armstrong's  division 
fought  almost  entirely  on  foot  always  up  and 
frequently  in  advance  of  the  infantiy.  My  com- 
mand was  kept  on  the  field  during  the  night  of 
ti^e  twentieth,  and  men  and  horses  suffered 
greatly  for  want  of  water.  The  men  were  with- 
out rations  and  the  horses  had  only  received  a 
partial  feed  once  during  the  two  days'  engage- 
ment 

On  Monday  momine  I  moved  forward  on  the 
Lafayette  road  towards  Chattanooga,  capturing 
many  prisoners  and  arms.  The  latter  were  col- 
lected as  far  as  practicable  and  sent  to  the  rear, 
using  for  that  purpose  several  wagons  and  am- 
bulances captured  from  the  retreating  enemy  or 
abandoned  or  left  by  them.  On  taking  possee- 
sion  of  Mission  Ri^e,  one  mile  or  thereabouts 


DOeUMKNTO. 


406 


from  RoBsviUe,  we  found  the  enemy  foitifyiog 
the  gap ;  dismounted  Colonel  DibreU'e  regiment, 
under  command  of  Oaptain  McGnnns,  and  at- 
tacked them,  bnt  found  the  force  too  large  to 
dialodge  tiiem.  On  tiie  atrival  of  my  artwery^ 
it  opened  on  and  foneht  them  for  eeveral  hours, 
but  cookl  not  move  uiem. 

We  held  possesaion  of  the  ridge  during  the 
night)  aBd  on  Tuesday  moved  down  firom  Mis- 
sion Ridgpe  into  the  Chattanooga  Valley,  driving 
the  enemy  into  the  woods,  and  advancing  on 
the  Lofiayette  road  beyond  Watkins'  farm,  and 
hoMing  position  there  until  the  arrival  of  Ker* 
sfaaw's  brieade.  My  oommand  was  kept  in  line 
of  battle  durine  the  night  at  Silrey's  Ford,  on 
the  Tennessee  ttiver. 

On  Wednesday  twenty-third,  with  McDonald's 
battalion,  I  gained  the  point  of  Lookout  Moun- 
tun.  My  troops,  being  gradually  relieved  by 
in&ntiy,  were  ordered  to  the  rear,  and  went 
into  camp  at  and  near  Bird's  Mills,  with  orders 
issued  to  cook  up  rations  and  shoe  the  horses 
as  rapidly  as  possible. 

On  Friday  morning,  the  twenty-fifth,  I  re- 
ceived ordm  to  move  with  my  enture  conmuuid 
to  meet  the  forces  of  Bumside  at  or  near  Harri- 
son, which  order  was  immediately  -obeyed. 
Having  proceeded  as  far  as  Ghattanooea  Station, 
a  second  courier  came  up  with  an  order  to  pro- 
ceed via  Cleveland  to  Charleston  and  disperse 
the  eneniy  at  that  place,  and,  if  necessary,  to 

cross  the  Biver.    I  reached  Cleveland 

that  night,  and  went  to  Charleston  next  morn- 
ing ;  found  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river.  I  moved  up  my  artillery,  and  after  a 
sharp  cannonading,  drove  them  off  and  threw 
my  cavahy  across  the  river.  From  prisoners 
captured,  found  the  force  opposite  Charleston, 
and  retreatim^,  was  a  mounted  brigade  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Byrd.  Learning  also  that 
Wolford's  Federal  cavalry  was  encamped  at 
Cedar  Springs,  three  miles  from  Athens,  it  was 
deemed  necessary  te  follow,  which  was  done 
rapidly,  fighting  them  repeatedly  and  driving 
them  before  us.  Their  Itust  stand  was  made  at 
Philadelphia*  when  Wolford's  brigade  was  put 
to  flight  by  die  advance  of  Armstrong's  division, 
under  Colonel  Dibrell.  Receiving  orders  to 
retom  at  once,  I  withdrew  my  command  back 
to  Charleston,  ordering  (General  Davidson,  with 
bis  division,  and  Gkneral  Armstrong,  with  his 
brigade,  to  report  to  Greneral  Wheeler  at  Cotton 
Port  Ferry.  Our  loss  in  the  expedition  to  Bast 
Tennessee  was  four  men  wounded  and  two  cap- 
tared«  We  killed  and  wounded  about  twenty 
of  the  enemy,  and  sent  one  hundred  and  twenty 
prisoners  to  Dalton. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  pay  a  just 
tribute  to  mv  officers  and  men  for  their  gallantry 
and  uncomplaining  endurance  of  all  the  fatigues 
and  dangers  incident  to  the  movements  ana  en- 
gagements set  forth  in  this  report  The  charges 
made  by  Armstrong's  division  (while  fighting  on 
foot)  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  would  be 
creditable  to  the  best  drilled  infantry.  The 
officers  of  my  staff  have,  as  on  many  previous 


occasions,  diacha^ed  sU  duties  with  prompt* 
ness  and  fidelity. 

I  am.  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 

your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  FOBKSfiT, 
Brigadier  General  oommandlni^ 

P.  8. — As  soon  as  official  reports  can  be  ob« 
tained  from  Qeneral  Armstrong's  and  General 
Davidson's  divisions  they  will  be  forwarded. 
Our  losses  cannot  at  present  be  estimated. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

N.  B.  FOBBBST. 

BETOBI  or  BRIOADIEBpaEifERAI.  JOHN  FSSRiJf,  OOH- 
HAMDINO  GAVALBT  DIVISION. 

HaiBonAOM  Catiubt  DranxL       ) 
Nbab  Gdokaiiauoa  Stahom,  September  24,  1863.  j 

7b  MajcT  J,  P.  Strange^  Assistant  Acffutan^Cfei^ 

eral  Forreats  (kmdry  Corps: 

Major:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  recent 
combats  of  m^  command  with  the  enemy : 

The  first  of  these  occurred  near  Graysville,  on 
the  tenth  instant,  when,  being  out  on  a  recon- 
noissanoe  with  the  Sixth  Georgia  cavalry  (Colonel 
Hart),  it  was  reported  the  enemy  had  thrown 
himself  between  Colonel  Scott  and  myself. 
Deeming  the  opening  of  communication  with 
Scott  most  important,  I  ordered  Colonel  Hart  to 
charge  the  enemy  with  two  companies  of  his 
command.  This  he  most  gallantly  did,  and 
brought  out  fifty-nine  prisoners — ^being  the 
skirmishers  of  Palmer's  division — ixom  within 
sight  of  the  masses  of  tiie  enemy.  The  second 
engagement  with  the  enemy  was  on  the  twelfth 
instant,  near  Leet's  tan-yard,  where  we  fought 
for  two  hours  Wilder's  lightning  brigade  of 
mounted  infantry.  My  force  engaged  in  this 
fight  was  the  Sixth  Gedrgia  and  RucKer's  legion. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  pay  too  high  a  tribute 
to  the  darine  gallantry  of  my  small  force  in  this 
unequal  conflict  with  the  picked  brigade  of  Gen- 
eral Crittenden's  corps.  For  a  time  the  fight  was 
almost  literally  hand  to  hand.  I  was  forced  back 
only  about  four  hundred  yards,  which  point  I 
held  durioff  tiie  night  My  loss  in  this,  fight  was 
fiftjr  killed  and  wounded,  numbering  some  of 
TOY  most  valuable  young  officers.  A  correct  list 
of  killed  and  wotmded  will  be  forwarded.  Our 
next  meeting  with  the  foe  was  on  Saturday,  the 
nineteenth  instant,  on  the  memorable  field  of 
^^e  Chickamauga."  Brigadier-Greneral  David- 
son, having  reported  for  duty,  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  m^  old  brigade.  He  was 
ordered  tc^ke  position  near  Reed's  saw  mill. 
Before  reaching  it,  he  met  and  drove  before  him 
the  enemy's  pickets,  capturing  a  few  of  them. 
Some  time  atter  this  skirmish,  whilst  Greneral 
Forrest  and  I  were  in  front  examining  the  roads, 
Gkneral  Davidson  was  attacked  suddenly  upon 
his  left  Hurrying  back,  I  found  it  somewhat 
difficult,  aided  by  General  Davidson  and  all  my 
officers,  to  get  &e  command  in  a  proper  posi- 
tion to  repM  the  fierce  attacks  of  the  enemy's 
infantry.  All  the  available  force  was  soon,  how- 
ever, well  posted,  under  the  general  direction  of 
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General  Forrest    It  became  at  once  apparent  to 
all  that  we  were  fighting  oTerpowering  numbers. 
General  Forrest,  Having  sent  BeTeral  messages 
for  the  in&ntry  to  come  up.  finally  went  for  them 
himself,  ordering  me  to  hold  the  position  nntil 
their  arrival.  In  obeying  this  order,  our  loss  was 
about  one-fourth  of  tibe  command,  including  sev- 
eral officers.    Nearly  every  colonel  of  the  bri- 
Skde  had  a  horse  shot  under  him.  Although  the 
ghest  praise  is  due  to  all  the  gallant  men 
engaged  m  this  (for  cavahry)  remarkable  fight,  I 
must  not  omit  mentioning  particularly  Colonel 
Goode^  of  the  Tenth  Confederate  cavalry,  whose 
horse  was  shot,  and  Captain  Arnold,  Sixteenth 
battalion  Tennessee  cavalry,  who  was  badly 
wounded.  Our  next  engagement  with  the  enemy 
was  with  Colonel  Minty's  origade  mounted  infan- 
try, being  a  part  of  me  rear-guard  of  General 
Rosecrans'  army.    After  driving  his  skirmishers 
for  more  than  a  mile,  we  found  him  stron^y  post^ 
ed  on  Missionary  Ridge.    We  drove  him  from 
one  fine  position,  but  were  unable  to  dislodge 
him  from  the  summit ;  from  which,  however,  he 
retired  during  the  night  In  holding  the  ground 
eained,  my  command  was  subjected  to  a  heavy 
fire  of  canister  at  three  hundred  yards  range. 
Both  Genend  Davidson  and  Colonel  Scott  lost 
several  men,  among  whom,  I  regret  to  say,  was 
the  gallant  Lieutenant-Colonel  ^in,  of  the  Sixth 
Georgia,  badly  wounded.     The  steadfastness 
with  which  both  brigades  bore  this  artillery  fire 
was  admirable  in  me  extreme,  especially  as 
evincing  the  discipline  of  the  men.    General 
Davidson  again  met  the  enemy  on  the  twenty- 
second,  on  the  Chattanooga  and  Harrison  road. 
With  a  part  of  his  brigade  he  attacked  and 
routed  the  Fifty-ninth  Ohio  infantry,  took  a 
number  of  prisoners,  aipis,  &c.,  and  was  pre- 
vented from  capturine  the  brigade  entire  onlv  bv 
a  mistake  of  one  of  nis  own  regiments,  which 
fired  upon  the  portion  headed  by  himself. 

It  will  be  observed  that  my  report  is  confined 
to  the  operations  of  the  brigade  lately  com- 
manded by  myself.  This  is  because  the  other 
brigades  of  the  division  have,  in  the  exigencies 
of  the  service,  been  separated  from  me.  For 
Colonel  Scott's  operations,  I  refer  you  to  his  re- 
port, herewith  enclosed. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

your  obeaient  servant, 

John  PBoiuir, 

BHgidtor-GMienil,  oonuiiiadlog  DtyMon  Ctkwwjrj. 

N.  B. — General  Davidson  will  furnish  you,  at 
the  earliest  opportunity,  with  a  oomplete  list  of 
the  casualttee  and  oaptored  property. 
Reapeotfully,  &o., 

John  Pboram  , 

Bdgadler-GMMnO. 

BCPOBT  OF  OOLONEL  J.   L.  SOOTT,  OOMHANDINQ  CAV- 

ALRT  BRTOAK 

HkADqrjkBTBM  SooifB  CAVAurr  BmciAnL  1 
CtexiMATOA,  BeptHaber  S4, 1888.     / 

Mmor  A,  R.  H,  Ran9om,  A.  A.  A.  G.  Pegram'a 
DivUian  <f  Gavahy: 
MuoB :  In  accordance  with  orders  from  Brig- 


•die^Genenl  Pegm,  I  herewith  forward  my 
report  of  the  opemtioos  of  tins  brk;ade  dur- 
ing the  reoent  active  operations  of  ttss  army. 
After  covering  the  evacuation  of  BMt  Tennes- 
see, and  removinjr  all  stores  on  the  lines  of  rail- 
road as  to  as  Kinggold,  Georgia,  I  reported 
to  General  Pegram,  on  the  Chattanooga  and  Lsr 
fayette  road.  On  tiie  eleventh  iBstant,  under 
orders  frY>m  General  Forrest,  I  proeeeded  to 
Ringgold,  where  I  encountered  liie  advance  of 
the  enemv.  General  Crittenden's  corps,  and,  after 
a  sharp  skirmiBh,  fell  back  towards  Dalton.  to  a 
strong  position,  which  I  held  for  two  hours. 
Forced  from  it,  I  retreated  slowly  on  to  Tunnel 
Hill,  fighting  the  enemy  at  eveiy  available  point 
until  night,  when  reinforcements  from  the  com- 
mand of  Genera]  Forrest,  who  had  been  present 
during  the  day  direoting  the  movements,  ar- 
rived. The  next  morning  the  enemy'  retired, 
and,  foUowing  them,  I  skirmished  heavily  witii 
their  rear,  on  the  twelftti  and  thirteenth  instant, 
as  fiff  as  the  Lafkyetle  road,  near  Leet's  Tan- 
yard. 

On  the  fourteenth,  under  ordem  from.  QenmL 
Forrest,  I  returned  to  Ringgdd,  nd  remained 
near  that  place  until  the  evening  of  llie  seven 
teenth  instant,  when  the  enemy  again  advanced 
upon  Rinsgold  from  the  direction  of  Oiaysviile. 
I  inarched  out  to  meet  ^em  and  drove  them 
back.  .That  night  the  enemy  encamped  abMout 
five  miles  from  Ringgold,  on  the  Chattanooga 
road,  with  four  regiments  of  infantry,  one  of 
cavalry,  and  a  battery.  About  nddnight,  with 
four  companies  of  the  Second  Tenneeaee  cavalry 
and  one  pieoe  of  artillery,  I  sm^irised  their 
camp,  throwii^  the  whole  force  into  confusion. 
After  a  sharp  fight,  I  retired  to  my  camp  at  Ring> 
gold,  the  enemy  not  foUowing. 

On  the  eighteenth,  by  command  of  General 
Pegram,  I  proceeded  to  Red  House,  nine  miles 
from  Chattanooga,  and  drove  in  the  advance  of 
the  enemy's  reserve  corps  under  Geneml  Gran- 
ger. On  the  nineteenth  1  marched  and  engaged 
the  enemy,  seven  regiments  of  in&ntry  and  a 
battery,  with  two  hundred  men  fttim  my  com- 
mand, composed  of  the  Second  and  Fifth  Ten- 
nessee, First  Lomsiana,  the  detachment  of  Mor- 
gan's command,  and  the  Louisiana  battery  of  two 
rifle  pieces  and  two  mountain  howitzen.  After 
a  fierce  engagement  of  several  hours,  during 
which  I  drove  the  enemy  more  than  two  miles 
and  disabled  one  of  their  guns,  my  ammunition 
failing,  I  withdrew  to  my  camp  at  the  creek,  the 
enemy  too  much  exhausted  to  pursue.  On  the 
twenty-first,  I  held  the  left  of  the  road  in  General 
Pegram's  attack  upon  Missionary  HiU,  and  on  the 
twenlr-second,  imder  orders  from  Major-Qeneral 
Cheatham,  I  proceeded  on  his  right,  and,  cross- 
ing Missionary  Ridge,  descended  in  ^e  valley 
to  the  Western  and  Atlantic  Railroad,  about 
three  miles  from  Chattanoo|;a.  Here  I  encoun- 
tered the  Fifty-ninth  Ohio  infantry,  and  drove 
them,  in  confusion,  into  Chattanooga.  Flow- 
ing up,  I  attacked  the  enemy  in  ms  intrench- 
mentSj  and  drove  them*  from  their  first  tine  of 
rifle^its.    Night  coming  on,  General  Pegram 
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ordered  me  to  withdraw  my  comaand  to  Ibe 
top  of  the  ridge,-  and  on  the  next  morning  to 
this  place. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  the  loes  of  the  enem^, 
but,  from  all  information  obtained,  their  lose  m 
kQled  and  wounded  on  the  nineteenth  amounted 
to  over  one  Utmdred,  besides  one  of  (General 
Whittaker's  ^toS  officers  and  seven  privates 
prisoners.  My  entire  piisoBers  amount  to  four 
oommiflflioned  officers  and  tiiirty  i^vates.  On 
the  twenty-second  I  captured  about  seventy-five 
fine  rifles  for  my  unarmed  men* 

My  own  loss  foots  up  as  ft^ows :  In  tke  Seo* 
oond  Tennessee — ^Killed :  officers,  two ;  privates, 
tiiree.  Wounded  t  officers,  one ;  men,  tiiirteen. 
In  the  Pifth  Tennessee  cavalry — ^Killed :  men, 
two.  Wounded :  officers,  two ;  privates,  twelve. 
In  the  detachment  of  Q^ioral  Morgan's  com- 
mand—Killed: three  men.  Wounded:  officers, 
one ;  men,  six.  In  the  First  Louisiana,  one  man 
wounded;  and  in  the  fjouisiana  battery,  three 
men  wounded  and  fifteen  horses  killed.  Total 
killed,  two  officers  and  eight  men.  Wounded : 
officers,  four;  men,  thirty-nve.  Total  loss,  forty- 
nine. 

Of  the  oonduct  of  both  officers  and  men  I 
eumot  speak  too  highly.  All  displayed  Uie  ut- 
most bravery  and  gallantry.  When  every  one 
did  80  well,  it  is  impossible  to  particularize  in- 
dividual instances  of  gaBantry,  but  in  the  death 
of  Captain  Ford  and  Lieutenant  Crosier,  Second 
Tennessee  cavalry,  I  have  lost  two  brave  and 
eallant  offioers,  whose  places  it  will  be  most 
difficult  to  fiU. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Soon, 

OolDoal,  oommandlng  Brlgad*  of  Ckvalrjr. 

BEPOBT  or  BBIOilDIER^ENERAL  B.  R.  JOHNSON,  COM- 
MANDING DIVISION. 

BsAOQUJUons  Cbattahooga,  October  Si,  186S. 

Mojar-Otnerdl  SeUerf,  Assistant  AcffutarU-Oen- 

ercd: 

Sot :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  division  im- 
d^  my  command  in  the  action  of  the  Ghicka- 
maoga: 

At  five  o'clock  a.  m.,  September  eighteenth, 
1863,  four  brigades  and  three  batteries  of  artil- 
lery from  Oatoosa  Station,  and  vicinity  of  Ring- 
gold, Georgia,  moved,  under  my  command,  wiSi 
orders  from  headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee,  to 
proceed  via  Pleasant  Grove  Church  to  Leet*s 
.T^^ard.  Law's  brigade,  under  Colonel  Shef- 
field, not  having  cooked  its  rations,  was  ordered 
to  do  80,  and  fellow  as  promptly  as  possible. 
Benning's  brigade  was  left,  in  compliance  with 
orders,  to^ffuard  the  depot  at  Binggold.  My 
oommand  £en  consisted  of  the  following  bri- 
g^es,  which  moved  in  the  order  in  which  they 
ve  named,  viz. :  John8on*B,  McNair's,  Gregg's, 
ttd  Robertson's,  with  batteries,  Everett's,  Cul- 
pcper's,  and  Bleosoe's,  in  the  centre,  and  trains 
m  rear  of  their  respective  brigades.  Tbe  hea4 
of  the  column  had  not  proceeded  more  than  three 


nules  on  the  road  when  a  dispatch  was  received 
from  Colonel  Brent,  headquarters  Anny  of  Ten- 
nessee, directing  me,  with  the  forces  under  my 
command,  to  retrace  my  steps  to  the  vicinity  of 
Ringgold,  and  there  to  take  the  direct  rood  to 
Reed  s  Bridge  and  to  make  a  lodgment  on  the  west 
bai^  of  the  Chickainaiiga,  Forrest's  cavalry  cov- 
ering the  front  and  ri^ht  fLuiks  of  my  column 
on  the  inarch  from  Rmggold.  The  command 
was  promptly  put  on  the  new  line  of  march, 
and  soon  after  I  received  orders  and  the  plan  of 
operations,  by  which  I  was  directed,  as  com- 
mander of  the  right  column  of  the  Army  of  Ten- 
nessee, to  atta<^  the  enemy  in  my  front,  in 
whaitever  force  I  might  find  them,  and,  after 
crossing  Reed's  Bridge,  to  turn  to  the  left  by 
the  miwt  practicable  route  and  sweep  up  the 
CSuckamau^  toward  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill, 
while  Major-Generals  Walker  and  Buckner, 
crossing  at  Alexander's  Bridge  and  Ledford's 
Ford,  were  directed  to  join  in  my  movement. 
The  orders  and  plans  of  operations  indicated 
that  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  left  wing  was 
expected  to  be  initiated  by  the  column  under 
my  command. 

About  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  in  compliance  with 
orders  previouslv  received,  I  halted  the  column 
near  Kuler's  Mill,  on  the  Graysville  and  Lafay- 
ette road,  four  and  a  half  miles  from  the  former 
place.  Captain  Thompson,  Assistant  Chief  of 
Artillerv  of  Gkneral  Bragg's  staff,  reported  to 
me  at  this  point,  with  orders  to  move  forward 
immediately,  and  through  him  my  arrival  and 
the  hour  thereof  was  reported  to  headquarters 
Aimy  of  Tennessee. 

BeiDg  ioformed  by  citizens  that  the  enemy 
were  aoout  one  mile  in  advance,  I  formed  a  line 
of  battle  along  the  road — ^McNair's,  Johnson's, 
and  Gregg's  brigades  in  front,  batteries  inposi- 
tion,  and  Kobertoon's  brigade  in  reserve.  While 
forming  the  line,  Brigadier-General  Forrest  join- 
ed me  with  his  escort,  and  proceeded  to  the  front 
to  develop  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  was 
soon  skirmishing  with  them.  Just  as  my  line 
was  formed,  Major  Robertson  came  up  from  the 
direction  of  Laiayette  and  reported  to  me,  with 
eight  pieces  of  artillery.  Mv  line  of  skirmish- 
ers in  front  was  now  promptly  advanced  to  Pea- 
vine  Creek,  which  oJQtered  some  obstructions  to 
regular  movements,  and  caused  some  delay  in 
crossing  the  troops.  Captain  McDonald,  of  the 
Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiment,  opened  fire 
with  his  company  upon  the  enemy  s  pickets, 
about  one  hundred  and  eighty  yards  west  of  the 
creek,  and  repulsed  a  charge  of  their  reserve, 
which  was  made  down  the  road  to  the  creek. 
Major  Robertson  placed  some  four  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery from  his  own  command  and  a  section  of 
Sverett's  battery  in  position,  and  opened  upon 
the  enemy,  part  of  whom  were  aismoimted, 
driving  them  back,  with  a  section  of  artillery, 
which  they  had  posted  in  good  position.  As 
soon  as  the  command  could  cross  the  creek,  the 
line,  preserving  its  formation,  with  Robertson's 
brigade  supporting,  McNair's  on  the  right, 
was  pressed  forward  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  dis- 
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lodging  the  enemy  from  a  second  pocdtLon.  The 
caTalry,  on  the  nght,  kept  up  the  drirmiBhing 
during  the  ascent  We  found  in  front'  of  the 
Seventeenth  Tenneesee  regiment  three  Yankees 
killed  and  one  mortally  wonnded.  It  was  now 
ascertained  that  the  enemy's  force  consisted  of 
three  or  fonr  regiments  of  mounted  men.  Press- 
ing down  the  western  declivity  of  this  hill,  the 
enemy  were  again  found  in  position  at  Reed's 
Bridge,  over  wich  thev  had  passed.      « 

The  skirmishers  of  the  Twenty-third  Tennes- 
see regiment  becoming  engaged,  the  whoW  reg- 
iment, supported  by  the  brigade,  charged,  with 
a  shout  and  run,  and  drove  off  the  Yankees  be- 
fore they  could  destroy  the  bridge.  The  twenty- 
third  Tennessee  regiment  here  had  five  men 
wounded.  After'  our  skirmishers  and  some  of 
the  regiments  had  passed,  the  enemy  opened  a 
batteiy  on  the  bridge,  which  was  silenced  by  a 
section  of  Bledsoe's  artOlery. 

Lieutenant  Hastings,  of  &e  Seventeenth  Ten- 
nessee regiment,  was  wounded  at  the  bridge  by 
the  enem/s  artiUery. 

My  command  commenced  crossing  the  Chick- 
amauga  about  three  o'clock  p.  m.  Major-General 
Hood  having  appeared  in  the  column,  1  reported 
to  himf  and  submitted  to  him  my  ordersjust 
before  passing  the  bridge,  in  person.  Hav- 
ing crossed  the  Chickamauga,  partly  by  the 
bridge  and  partly  by  the  ford  above  the  bridge, 
by  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  tiie  conmiand  advanced  to 
Jay's  steam  saw<mill,  about  one  mile  west  of 
Reed's  Bridge,  where  there  are  two  roads  lead- 
ing to  Alexander's  Bridge.  I  ordered  the  for- 
mation to  be  preserved,  and  the  line  of  battle, 
extending  across  the  right  hand  or  western 
road,  to  move  forward. 

General  Hood,  however,  here  took  command, 
and  directed  one  regiment  of  Gregg's  brigade 
to  be  marched  in  line  of  battle,  extending  across 
the  left  hand  or  eastern  rcmd,  the  other  regi- 
ments of  the  command  to  be  moved  in  the 
rear  along  that  road  in  colnmn  of  companies. 
Marching  in  this  order,  we  proceeded  rapidly 
past  a  burning  house  near  Alexander's  Ford, 
penetrating  between  the  enemy  and  the  Chicka- 
mauga to  a  point  nearly  opposite  their  centre, 
about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  the  steam  saw- 
mill, and  about  one  mile  west  of  Dalton's  Ford, 
when,  in  the  darkness  of  the  evening,  the  skir- 
mishers at  the  head  of  the  column  became  en- 
gaged, and  Gregg's  brigade  was  immediately 
deployed  under  a  sharp  fire,  which  wounded 
three  men,  one  (First  Sergeant  Company  D, 
Seventh  Texas  regiment)  mortally.  McNair's 
and  Johnson's  brigades  were  immediately  de- 
ployed, facing  southwest,  and  supporting  Greg's 
brigade.  Robertson's  brigade  formed  a  mie 
near  the  wagon  train  in  rear,  facing  north-west, 
while  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  regiment,  of 
Johnson's  brigade,  remained  as  rear-guard  of 
the  train.  Our  front  Kne  was  now  about  eight 
hundred  yards  from  Vinyard's  house,  on  the 
road  frov>  Chattanooga  to  Lee  and  Gknrdon's 
MiU.  The  whole  Yankee  army  was  in  our  frojA 
— mainly  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  MiH^-on  our  right 


flank  and  rear;  while  our  anoy  was  still  on  the 
east  side  of  tiie  Chickamauga.  My  command 
was  the  first  to  cross  this  stream,  and  none  of 
our  troops  crossed  at  any  point  antal  our  column 
had  swept  the  west  bank  in  front  of  their  re- 
spective places  of  crossing.  One-third  of  our 
forces  was  required  to  remain  awake  during  the 
night,  and  the  rest  slept  upon  their  arms^ 

Obstructions  to  savalry  were  hastily  placed 
in  our  front,  skirmishers  were  Uirown  out  to  the 
field  east  of  Vinyarda  house,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  in  front  of  our  left  flank,  and  scouts 
were  sent  out  nearly  to  thus  road  to  Lee  and 
Gordon's  Mill. 

September  nineteenth,  186^  On  making  an 
examination  of  our  position,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, I  discovered  that  our  skirmishers  were 
within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  General 
Preston's  division,  which  had  crossed  the  Chicka- 
mauga at  Dalton's  Ford  during  the  nigh^  thai 
our  Bne  was  in  front  and  nearly  perpendicular 
to  his,  and  that  most  of  our  army  had  carossed 
at  points  lower  down,  placing  our  coltunn  near 
the  left  of  our  army.  Major  Robertson,  with 
his  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  was  now  detached 
from  my  command,  and  Robertson's  brigade 
was  united  with  the  other  brigades  of  Hood's 
division,  imder  Brigadier-GrenenJ  Law,  which 
had  come  up  during  the  night,  leaving  three 
brigades  under  my  command ;  these  two  divis- 
ions  were  placed  under  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Hood. 

Our  line  of  battle  was  formed  about  seven 
o'clock  jL  M.,  in  «a  curve  around  the  crest  of  an 
elevation  in  the  woods,  about  one  thousand 
yards  east  of  the  Chattanooga  and  Lee  and  Gor- 
don's yUl  road.  My  rieht  brigade  laced  nearly 
west,  and  my  left  brigade  about  south-west  In 
my  division^  Johnsona  brigade,  commanded  by 
Colonel  John  S.  Fulton,  of  ttie  Forty-fourth  Ten- 
nessee regiment,  was  placed  on  the  right,  Gregg's 
brigade  on  the  left,  and  McNair's  brigade  in 
reserve,  in  rear  of  Gregg's  brigade.  SVeretf  s 
battery  was  posted  in  position  on  the  right  of 
Johnson's  brigade,  and  Bledsoe's  First  Missouri 
battery  on  the  right  of  Gregg's  brigade.  Oaip- 
tain  Culpeper's  t£ee  gone  were  held  in  reserve 
in  rear  of  McNair's  brigade.  Law's  division 
was  {fosted  on  my  right  and  Preston's  on  my  1^ 
a  little  retired,  so  that  the  left  of  the  Fiftieth  Ten- 
nessee  regiment,  on  the  left  of  Gregg's  brigade, 
was  thrown  back  with  a  view  to  form  a  con- 
nection which  was  never  regufaAj  made.  The 
fighting  commenced  on  the  right  of  our  amiy, 
about  a  half  a  mile  north-west  of  the  burnt 
honse,  near  Alexander's  Bridge.  The  first  gun 
was  fired  at  half-past  seven  a.  x. 

About  two  o'clock  p.  x.,  the  enemy  in  my 
front  advanced  and  drove  in  my  skxrmishers.  I 
ordered  Bledsoe's  and  Everett's  batteries  to  open 
fire,  and  Culpeper's  battery  was  brought  into 
action  on  the  left  of  Gregg's  brigade.  These 
guns  aU  fired  in  a  direction  bearing  towards 
vinyard's  house,  from  whieh  direction  the 
attack  seemed  to  come. .  The  rig^t  of  Grege'a 
and  the  left  of  Johnson's' brigades  repulsed  m 
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sttack  in  that  Tieudty,  bat  the  Migagemeat  stffl 
oontinued  on  Ifae  left  of  Gregg's  bri^ide,  where 
the  left  regiiD6Qt8  were  snffering  severely.  The 
Fiftietl\  Tenneflsee  regiment  lost  twelve  killed 
and  for^-five  wotmded  before  it  moved  from  its 
position.  About  hali-pMt  two  o'clock  p.  m .,  by 
direction  of  Major«€leiieral  Hood,  having  instmct- 
ed  my  artillery  to  move  with  the  in&ntry,  and  to 
oome  into  action  whenever  opportunity^  per- 
mitted, particolarly  cautioned  my  command  to 
preserve  ite  ooimections,  to  wheel  slowly  and  to 
touch  to  the  right,  I  ordered  the  division  to  ad- 
vance and  engage  the  enemy.  This  movement 
did  not  eactend  to  the  division  on  my  left.  In 
front  of  Gregg's  brigade  the  woods  presented  a 
thick  undergrowth,  in  which  that  brigade  at 
once  beoomin||p  hotly  engaged,  its  nrogress  was 
impeded,  while  Johnson's  brigaae  advanced 
some  six  hundred  yards  before  the  enemy 
openod  fire  upon  it  The  artillerv  advanced 
and  fired  .by  section,  keeping  well  up  with 
the  infeuntry.  Gregg's  briffiMle  advanced  some 
three  hundred  yuus,  obuquing  in  endeavor- 
ing, under  fire,  to  keep  the  connection  to  tLe 
right  The  connection,  however,  was  broken 
I  in  the  thi<^  woods,  between  ihe  Second  and 
Third  battalions,  the  two  right  regiments  pre- 
serving their  connection  with  the  line  on  their 
right,  and  wheeling  with  it  to  the  ri^ht;  the 
Third  and  Fourth  regiments,  advancing  less 
obliquely,  faced  more  to  the  south,  while  the 
left  regiment  of  that  brigade,  the  Fiftieth  Ten- 
nessee regiment,  under  Colonel  Sug^,  moved 
more  directly  to  its  front,  which  was  m  a  south- 
em  direction,  owing  to  the  left  having  been 
thrown  back  to  connect  with  Preston's  division, 
and  at  the  same  time  it  stretched  out  4p  the 
right,  just  north  of  Yinyard's  fields,  to  cover  the 
increasing  interval,  until  nearly  .the  whole  regi- 
ment was  deployed  in  open'  order  as  skinniSi- 
eis.  This  movement  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee 
regiment  was  induced  by  the  heavy  attack  of 
the  enemy  on  that  flank ;  but  it  did  not  succeed 
in  preserving  the  connection,  and  it  became 
separated  from  the  brigade.  In  this  condition, 
the  brigade  fought  gaUantly  and  kept  up  a 
heavy  fire  aU  along  its  broken  line  and  inflicted 
heavy  losses  on  we  enemy. 

Two  regiments  of  McNair's  brigade,  ^e 
Thirty-nintn  North  Carolina  regiment,  imder 
CoIotoI  Coleman,  and  the  Twenty-fifth  Arkansas 
regiment,  under  LieutenantOolonel  Hupstalder, 
were  sent  forward  between  the  Fiftieth  Ten- 
nessee  regiment  and  the  brigade  to  which  it 
belongs.  These  two  regiments  came  up  to  the 
left  of  the  Seventh  Texas  regiment,  of  Gregg's 
brigade,  about  four  hnndrea  yards  in  front  of 
the  position  from  which  my  line  had  moved, 
and  advanced  gallantly  to  the  road  from  Chatta- 
nooga to  Lee  and  €k>rdon's  Mill,  north  of  Vin- 
^d's  fiirm,  and  left  still  a  wide  interval  on  the 
right  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee  regiment,  which 
regiment  continued  to  present  an  extended  line 
and  to  fight  gallanlijr  and  persistently  the  heavy 
forcea  in  front,  while  iti^  ranks  were  being  con- 
tinually thinned.    It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of 


Ooionel  Coleman,  of  the  Thirty-ninth  North  Caro- 
lina regiment,  fcMwarded  herewith,  that  the  two 
regiments  from  Gregg's  brigade  drove  the  enemy 
in  rapid  flight  across  the  cSiattanooga  road,  and 
passed  a  small  house  in  a  com  field  west  of  the 
road,  and  north  of  Yinyard's  house ;  and  that 
here,  though  the  enemy  in  fteir  front  were  in 
flight  and  broken,  those  regiments  fell  baok  for 
want  of  support,  and  on  account  of  remfn'ce- 
ment  received  by  the  enemy,  and  a  flank  fire  on 
thel^t 

In  the  meantime,  the  brigade  of  Brigadier- 
General  Robertson,  of  Hood's  division,  was 
brought  up  and  advanced  on  the  right  of  the 
Fiftieth  Tennessee  regiment,  which  now  con- 
tracted its  line  and  concentrated  its  fire  upon  the 
enemy  on  the  left  in  Mie  vicinity  of  Yinjwrd's. 
Under  the  soirited  charge  and  heavy  fire  of 
Robertson's  brigade,  the  enemy  were  driven 
back  some  distance.  The  operations  of  the  bri- 
sade  will  be  more  properly  reported  by  its 
division  commander,  it  will,  however,  be  proper 
for  me  to  state  that,  during  a  halt,  before  Robert- 
son's brigade  reached  ue  Chattanooga  road, 
Brigadier-General  Gregg  rode  out  in  front  to 
reconnoitre  the  enemy  s  position.  He  v§ry  soon 
found  himself  near  me  enemy's  line,  and  was 
suddenly  halted  by  the  Yankee  skirmishers. 
Turning  his  horse  to  ride  back  to  the  rear,  he 
was  shot  through  the  neck.  Having  fallen  from 
his  horse,  the  Yankees  proceeded  to  take  from 
his  person  his  spurs  and  sword,  when  Robert- 
son's brigade  charged  forward  and  recovered 
possesion  of  him  and  his  horse. 

Brigadier-General  Gregg  deserves  special  com- 
mendation for  his  gallantry  and  activitv  on  the 
field.  The  brigade  which  he  commanded  is  an 
exoellent  one,  and  is  commanded  by  a  worthy 
and  able  officer. 

Colonel  Sug^s,  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee  regi- 
ment, also  merits  particular  notice  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  from  time  to  time  disposed  his 
regiment  and  protected  our  flank,  which  was 
necessarily  exposed  in  our  advance,  as  the  move- 
ment did  not  extend  to  the  division  on  our  left 
While  these  operations  were  going  on  in  my  left 
brigade,  the  nght  one,  Johnson's,  with  which 
tiie  Forty-first  Tennessee  regiment,  under  lieu- 
tenantCJolonel  James  D.  Tillman,  and  the  Third 
Tennessee  raiment,  under  Colonel  C.  H.  Walker, 
of  Greg's  brigade,  preserved  their  connection, 
havine  advanced  some  six  hundred  yards,  re- 
ceived the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery  and  in- 
fantry uid  became  hotl^  engaged.  The  enemy 
were  posted  upon  rismg  ground.  A  battery 
swept  our  ranks  with  grape^hot,  while  their 
infantry  delivered  heavy  volleys  from  small 
arms.  The  contest  continued  here  nearly  an 
hour,  when  the  enemy,  after  a  stubborn  resist- 
ance, gradually  retired  to  an  open  woods,  be- 
yond the  road  from  Chattanooga  to  Lee  and 
Gordqn's  Mill ;  approaching  the  road,  a  part  of 
the  brigade  haltea  and  poured  its  fire  into  the 
enemy^s  ranks,  now  in  full  view,  two  hundred 
yards  in  front;  again  advanced,  crossed  the 
road,  gained  the  oover  of  the  woods  on  the  left 
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of  the  field  in  which  fhe  enemT'B  battery  mm 
poatod,  a  dearing,  wilii  indosure  interyeiiing. 
The  IVenty-Afth  Tenneeeee   regiment,  under 
lientenant-Golonel  R.  B.  Snowden,  and  part  of  the 
Twenty-third  Tenneesee  regiment,  bow  wheeled 
to  the  right,  moved  on  liie  flank  of  the  battery^ 
joined  the  cover  of  a  fence  north  of  the  dear- 
mg,  ponred  into  it  a  few  voUeys,  charged  and 
Ci4i>tnred  the  bsttery.    Thia  waa  weU  and  nil- 
kntiy  done,  and  UemtaDant-Gdonel  Snowden, 
with  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command, 
deserve  especial  oonaideiation  for  the  manner 
in  which  the  movement  vnis  aooompliahed.   The 
remainder  of  the  brigade,  save  about  one*third 
of  the  right  regiment,  now  croeaed  the  road. 
The  Seventeenth  Tenneaaee,  the  left  regiment, 
had  moved  about  two  hmdred  yards  beyond  it, 
andihe  Third  and  Forty-first  Tenneesee  regiments 
of  Greeg's  brigade,  whidi  had  continued  to  move 
with  Johnson's  brigade,  had  advanced  some- 
what fardier,  when  3ie  enemy,  marchine  by  the 
flank,  suddenly  appeared  on  the  left  and  rear  of 
the  last  two  regiments.    Colonel  Walker,  of  the 
lliird  Tennessee  regiment,  on  discovering  this 
movement,  faced  his  regiment  by  the  rear  nu:^ 
and  moved  back  across  the  road,  while  Colonel 
Tillman  hastened  to  commmioate  the  knowledge 
of  the  movement  to  Colonel  Fulton,  commanding 
Johnson's  brigade^    The  movement  of  the  enemy 
down  the  Chattanooga  road  was  so  prompt,  that 
they  penetrated  our  line  on  the  left  of  Johnson's 
brigade,  filed  off  to  the  left  and  fired  a  volley 
into  its  rear.    This  brigade  now  moved  by  one 
impulse  to  the  right  and  fell  back  to  l^e  east  of 
the  road  from  Clutttanoim  to  Lee  and  Qordon's 
MiH,  leaving  eleven  officers  (including  Major 
Davis,  of  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiment), 
sixty  men,  and  the  captured  battery,  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.    In  the  meantime  the  Third 
and  Fort7<4rBt  regiments  Tennessee  voIimteerB, 
which  were  falling  to  the  rear,  were  placed  in 
position  by  Captain  W.  T.  Blakemore,  my  Aid- 
de-Camp,  who  was  on  duty  in  that  part  of  tiie 
field  and  discovered  this  movement  of  the  ene- 
mv,  and,  by  his  instruction,  charged  the  column 
which  had  so  suddenlv  appeared  in  our  rear  and 
drove  it  back.   Colonel  Walker  now  placed  theae 
regiments  diagonal^  across  the  road,  the  right 
advanced,  facing  the  enemy,  in  which  position 
I  ordered  him  to  remain  for  a  time.    I  have  no 
doubt  that  we  have  encountered  a  portion  of 
MoCook's  corps  of  the  Federal  army,  moving  to 
support  their  left    Our  scouts  tlurowu  out  in 
front  of  our  skirmishers,  aiid  my  Brigade  In- 
spector, Lieutenant  Black,  after  a  personalTeeon- 
noissance,  had  previously  reported  the  enemy 
moving  artillery  and  in^ntry  in  that  direction. 
With  the  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  still  in 
vicinity   of  Lee  and  Guerdon's  Mill,  this  ad- 
vance of  my  division,  unsupported  by  any  move- 
ment en  my  left,  was  pushed  quite  aa  far  as  was 
jndidous. 

Finding  my  line  now,  about  smiset,  quite  ir- 
regular in  its  formation,  I  proceeded  immediately 
to  re-form  it,  in  the  woods,  about  six  hundred 
yards  eaat  of  the  road  from  (%attanooga  to  Lee 


and  QoidoD^  Mill,  when,  by  order  of  Mnjor-G^n- 
eral  Hood,  temponinr  breastworks  of  timber 
were  put  iq)  along  the  line,  behind  which  my 
command  rMted  during  the  ni^t,  with  aJrinmsh- 
ers  thrown  out  to  the  road.  During  I2us  bri€^ 
Migagement,  the  loss  of  the  division  was  quite 
heavy.  The  Third  Tenneaaee  regiment  reports 
twdve  men  killed  ana  forty-five  wounded  before 
it  was  ordered  to  advance.  The  Seventh  Texas 
regiment  had  several  kiUed  and  wounded  at  ihe 
same  time.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas  W. 
Beaumont,  well  and  honorably  known  in  ciTH 
as  well  as  military  life,  Captain  Williama  and 
two  otber  company  offlcera  of  the  Fiftieth  Ten- 
nessee regiment  were  killed,  seven  officers 
wounded  and  one  missing,  while  it  lost  heavily 
in  men.  The  Fort^-fourth  Tenneesee  regiment 
had  LieutenantOolond  John  L.  McEwing,  Jr., 
commanding  [a  gallant  and  able  officer,  who  has 
rendered  foitnful  and  efficient  service  in  our 
army)  and  five  company  officers  wounded,  one 

SEkptain  Samuel  JacKson)  mortally.  It  lost  about 
ty  men  wounded  and  six  killed,  one  of  whom 
(Sergeant  T.  A.  Johnson)  was  particularly  distill- 
guished  for  gallantry.  The  command  of  this 
regiment  now  devolved  upon  Major  0.  M.  Craw- 
foni.  The  Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiment  bad 
one  officer  killed  and  two  officers  and  twenty 
men  wounded.  Colonel  N.  B.  Qranbury,  of  the 
Seventh  Texas,  Major  S»  H.  Cohnes,  of  the  First 
Tennessee  battalion,  and  Major  Lowe,  of  the 
Twenty-third  Tennessee  regiment,  were  severely 
wounded.  The  Twenty-third  Tennessee  lost,  in 
all,  one- officer  and  five  men  killed,  five  officers 
wounded,  and  fifty-eight  men  wounded  and  oap- 
tored.  The  losses  of  the  other  regiments  are 
not  reported  in  this  connection.  Captain  Jack- 
son, 01  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  regiment,  has 
dnce  died  of  his  wounds.  Known  to  me  long 
and  familiarly  in  youth  and  manhood  as  Captain 
Samuel  Jackson  has  been,  I  feel  unable  to  do 
justice  to  his  many  virtues,  his  pure  and  admi- 
rable character,  or  his  merits  as  as  an  officer  and 
soldier. 

On  Sonday,  September  twentieth,  1863,  mv  line 
was  formed  by  seven  o'clock  a.  m.,  with  McNair's 
brigade  on  the  right,  Johnson's  brigade  in  the 
centre,  and  two  regimenta— the  J^ftieth  Ten- 
nessee regiment  and  the  First  Tenneseoe 
battalion  (consolidated),  under  Major  C.  W. 
Robertson,  and  the  Seventh  Texas,  under  Major 
Van  Zant— on  the  left  The  rest  of  Gkegg's 
brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Suggs,  formed  a 
second  line.  Culpeper's  battery  was  placed  in 
position  on  the  right  of  McNair's  brigade, 
Everett's  on  the  right  of  Johnson's  brigade,  and 
Bledsoe's  on  the  right  of  the  two  regunents  in 
the  front  line  from  Gregg's  brigade.  Hindman's 
division  formed  on  my  left,  and  Stewart's  on  my 
rights  Hood's  division,  commanded  by  Brig«- 
dier-Qeneral  Iiaw,  formed  in  rear  of  my  divisiou, 
givinff  us  a  deptii  of  three  lines.  About  ten 
o'clock  A.  v.,  our  skirmishers  fell  back  under  the 
advance  of  ihe  enemy.  My  line  promptly  opened 
a  steady  fire  with  artillery  and  email  anna, 
which  soon  repulsed  the  attack.    Ten  minutes 
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after  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  a  general  advance  was 
ordered,  which,  commencing  somewhere  on  fhe 
right,  included  Hindman's  division  on  the  left. 
The  enetny  occupied  the  ground  in  our  front, 
along  the  road  leading  from  Chattanooga  to  Lee 
and  Gordon's  Mill,  'fteir  line  was  formed  along 
the  fence  at  Brotherton's  house,  and  they  had  a 
battery  in  the  open  field  south  of  the  house, 
where  Johnson's  brigade  had  captured  a  battery 
on  Saturday.  The  enemy  also  occupied  two 
lines  ot  breastworks,  made  of  raOs  and  timber, 
extending  along  my  front  and  to  the  left  of  it, 
in  tlie  woods  west  of  Brotherton's  farm.  By 
order  of  Major-€^neral  Hood,  I  moved  my  di- 
Tision  forward  and  at  once  engaged  the  enemy. 
We  advanced  about  six  hundred  yards  through 
the  woods,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and 
infantry,  which  swept  our  ranks  with  terrific 
effect,  and  crossed  the  road  to  Lee  and  Grordon's 
Mill,  the  left  brigades  of  my  division  passing  on 
either  side  of  Brotherton's  house.  Our  diarge 
was  irremstible,  and  fhe  Yankees  who  did  not 
flee  were  killed  and  captured  at  the  fences  and 
outhotises.  Among  the  latter  is  especially  men- 
Uoned  Colonel  F.  A.  Beulileson,  of  the  One-Hun- 
dredth Hlinois  regiment,  who  was  captured, 
with  many  others,  by  Johnson's  brigade. 

Everett's  battery  now  took  a  position  in  a 
field  south  of  Brotherton's  houde,  and  opened  to 
the  front  and  left,  firing  about  six  rounds  to  the 
piece,  and  my  line  agafii  moved  forward  under 
a  heavy  &e  frmn  the  enemy's  breastworks.  The 
fire  was  so  heavy  that  my  risht  brigade  fdt^ed 
for  a  moment,  and  some  of  the  men  commenced 
falling  back,  but  it  was  soon  rallied  and'  moving 
forward  again.  My  whole  line,  Gregg's  brigade 
in  rear,  supported  by  Hood's  division,  %nd«r 
Law,  in  a  Ihird  line,  swept  forward  with  great 
force  and  rapidity  and  carried  the  breastworks, 
from  which  the  foe  precipitately  retreated,  under 
a  heavy  fire,  particularly  directed  to  the  left, 
from  my  left' brigade.  Having  advanced  some 
distance  in  the  woods  west  of  Brotherton's 
&nn,  to  the  foot  of  a  small  ascent  covered  with 
a  thick  growth  of  young  pines,  my  right  brigade 
halted  under  the  effect  of  a  heavy  fire,  wich 
was  also  severely  damaging  my  second  line. 
Colonel  Suggs  now  pushed  to  the  front  the  three 
regiments  of  Qreggs  brigade  which  had  formed 
my  second  line,  Johnson's  brigade  moving  to  the 
left  at  the  same  time,  and  a^in  my  line  a^anced 
rapidly  on  the  enemy,  driving  them  ft'om  the 
woods  ^ast  of  Dyer's  house,  McNair's  brigade 
bearing  to  the  right. 

Our  lines  now  emerged  from  the  forest  into 
open  ground  on  the  border  of  long  open  fields, 
over  which  the  enemy  were  retreatmg,  under 
cover  of  several  batteries,  which  were  ranged 
alon^  the  crest  of  a  ridge  on  our  right  and  front, 
ninning  up  to  ihe  comer  of  a  stubble^eld,  and 
of  one  battery  on  our  left  and  front,  posted  on  an 
elevation  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  just  it  the 
corner  of  a  field  near  a  P^ach  orchard,  and  south- 
west of  Dyer's  house.  The  scene  now  presented 
was  unspeakably  CTand.  The  resolute  and  im- 
petuous charge,  me  rush  of  our  heavy  columns, 


sweeping  out  ftom  the  shadow  and  eloom  of  tiie 
forest  into  tiie  open  fields,  flooded  wt^  sunlight, 
the  glitter  of  arms,  the  onward  dash  of  artil&ry 
and  mounted  men,  the  ntreat  of  the  foe,  the 
shouts  of  the  hosts  of  our  amy,  the  dust,  the 
smoke,  the  noise  of  fire-arms,  of  whistling  balls 
and  grapeshet,  and  of  bursting  i^ell,  made  up  a 
battle  scene  of  unsurpassed  grandeur.  Here 
General  Hood  gave  me  the  kst  order  I  received 
from  him  on  Ihe  field:  **^Qo  ahead  jnd  keep 
ahead  of  everything."  How  this  order  was 
obeyed  will  be  best  determined  by  those  who 
investigate  aH  the' details  of  this  battle. 

The  unusual  depth  of  our  columns  of  attack, 
in  this  part  of  the  field,  and  the  force  and  power 
with  which  it  was  thrown  upon  the  enemy  s  line, 
had  now  completely  broken  and  routed  their 
eentre  and  cast  the  shattered  fngmeots  to  the 
right  and  left  Everett's  battery  was  here  or- 
dered into  aotion  on  the  right  of  Johnson's 
bfif;ade  and  opened  upon  the  retreating  foe, 
while  my  line  conthmed  to  advance. 

There  was  now  an  interval  of  eight  hundred 
yards  between  Hindman's  division  on  my  left 
and  my  command.  Johnson's  brigade  on  the 
left  bore  but  slightly  to  the  right,  its  left  regi- 
ment  stretohing  across  the  noad  from  Dver's 
house  to  Gmwnsh  road,  and  passine  on  both 
sides  of  the  house.  Gregg's  brigade,  in  the 
centre,  moved  a  little  ts  the  right,  so  as  to  flank 
and  capture  nine  pieoes  of  artmery  on  its  rig^t, 
posted  on  Ihe  ascent  to  the  eminence,  in  the 
comer  of  Ihe  field  north  of  Dyer's  house. 
McNair's  Mgade,  now  somewhat  in  the  rear  of 
the  two  left  brigades,  moved  obhqoely  to  the 
right  and  directly  upon  the  eminence.  My  line 
was  here  unoDveMU  by  Hood's  division,  whidi 
must  ha^e  changed  its  direction  to  the  right 

The  nine  pieces  captured  by  Qregg's  brigade 
are  reperted  by  Ocdonel  Sqggs,  commanding,  as 
having  been  taken  from  the  field  by  a  detail 
under  Adjuiant  Fletcher  Beaumont,  of  &e 
Fiftieth  Tennessee  regiment,  who  caused  the 
Yankee  drivers  to  drive  some  of  the  teams  to 
the  reaTtf  Four  of  these  pieces,  three-inch  rifles, 
belong  to  the  First  Missouri  Federal  battery, 
and  are  now  in>  possession  of  the  First  Missouri 
Confederate  battery  (Bledsoe's),  attached  to 
Grege's  brigade.  A  statement  made  b^  Adjo* 
tant  Beaumont  in  regard  lb  Ihe  capture  is  here- 
with enclosed. 

In  this  advance,  Brigadier-General  £.  McNair. 
commanding  the  right  brigade,  and  Colonel 
Harper,  of  the- First  Arkansas  regiment,  of  that 
Inrigade,  were  -wonndsd-^the  latter  mortally, 
and  the  command  of  McNair's  brigade  devolved 
upon  Colonel  Goleman,  of  the  Thirfy-mnth  North 
C^lina  regiment  Colonel  Goleman  reports 
Ihat  McNair's  brigade  dharged  and  carriea  the 
eminence  in  tiie  comer  of  the  field  to  our  right, 
oaptmring  the  ten  guns,  eight  of  which  were 
immediately  earned  off,  and  two  were  subse- 
quently removed,  and  that  the  brigade  fell  hack 
ror  want  of  ammunitton  and  support,  aad  formed 
on  the  left  of  Robertson's  brigade,  of  Hood's 
division.     Whether  Colonel  Coleoan's  report 
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h«B  an/  reference,  in  this  connection,  to  the 
nine  sumi  reported  as  captured  by  Gregg's 
brigade,  or  wnether  there  is  any  point  of  dis- 
pute between  these  two  brigades  aa  to  captured 
artill^^,  I  cannot  now  detennine.  McNair's 
brigade  has  been  detached  from  this  army,  and 
I  am  unable  to  conmiunicale  with  it  in  time  to 
make  my  report  explicit  on  this  point 

In  the  meantime,  I  discoTered  what  I  oon- 
ceived  t(^  be  an  important  position,  directly  in 
our  front — an  eleyated  ridge  of  open  ground, 
running  nearly  north  and  south,  beyond  the 
narrow  strips  of  woods  on  the  western  borders 
of  the  open  fields  in  our  front  and  about  six 
hundred  yards  west  of  the  elevation  on  which 
the  nine  pieces  of  artillery  had  been  ciqDtured, 
and  I  hastened  to  press  forward  Grege's  brijgade, 
which  had  halted  for  a  moment  on  ue  flank  of 
the  guns  that  were  being  removed,  while  John- 
son's brigade  approached  the  same  position 
from  the  left  Inrom  the  crest  of  this  ridge  the 
ground  descends  abruptly  into  a  com  field  and 
'  cove,  lying  south  of  Villetoe's  house.  West  of 
the  oove  is  a  range  of  the  Missionary  Ridge, 
^  while  north  of  it  a  spur  of  that  ridge  spreiwis 
\  out  to  Hie  east  Through  a  gap  at  the  angle 
between  this  spur  on  the  north  and  the  ridge  on 
the  west  of  Ifae  cove,  and  about  one  thousand 
yards  from  the  ridge  on  the  east,  where  my 
division  was  now  taking  position,  passes  the 
Crawfish  road,  which  continues  south  along 
the  base  of  the  ridge  on  the  western  aide  of  the 
cove.  Along  this  road  a  line  of  telegraph  wires 
extended  from  Chattanooga  to  Qenend  Bose- 
crans*s  headquarters,  and  at  the  gox^e  of  the 
gap  a  train  of  wagons  filled  the  road,  whUe  a 
number  of  caissons  and  a  batteir  of  artillerv, 
for  defence  of  the  train,  occupied  the  grounos 
near  Villetoe's  house. 

The  ridge  on  the  east  of  the  oove  was  taken 
without  resistance,  though  the  enemy  had  there 
constructed  a  breastworlc  of  rails,  and  had  filled 
up  a  laige  number  of  their  knapsacks,  secure, 
as  they  doubtless  thought,  from  the  danger  of 
the  battle-field.  As  so<m  as  this  ridge  .was 
occupied,  which  was  a  few  minutes  before 
twelve  M.,  our  advance  position,  commanded  by 
adjacent  hills  and  separated  on  tiie  right  and 
\e&  as  fiir  as  I  coula  see  from  our  troops,  in- 
duced me  immediately  to  send  my  Aid-de-Camp, 
Obtain  Blakemore,  to  report  our  position  to 
Ideutenani-GMieral  Longslreet,  ccunmanding  our 
wing,  and  to  bring  up  artillery  and  infimtry  to 
our  support,  while  I  disposed  of  my  command 
for  defence.  Grecg's  brigade  was  at  once  posted 
partly  facing  to  the  north,  at  the  edge  of  the 
woods  at  the  north  end  of  the  field,  and  parti|y 
faofasg  to  the  west,  alon;  a  portion  of  the  adji^ 
cent  ridge.  Johason's  brigade  was  posted,  fac- 
ing to  t£e  west,  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  about 
oae  hundred  yards  to  the  left  of  Gregg's  brigade. 
Both  brigades  immediately  advanoed  their  skir- 
mishers to  the  front 

When  I  discovered  the  train  of  wagons  at  the 
gorge  of  the  Crawfish  road,  the  enemy  were 
mafing  eveiy  effort  to  get  them   away.      I 


pomptly  posted  Everett's  battery  on  the  ridge 
between  Johnson's  and  Gregg's  brigades,  whea 
it  opened  fire  on  the  train.  The  fire  of  the  ar- 
tillety  and  some  shots  from  our  advancing  skir- 
mishers created  the  utmost  consternation 
among  the  drivers  and  teams,  causing  some  of 
the  wagons  to  be  upset,  and  others  to  be  run 
against  trees  and  up  the  precipitous  acclivitiea 
adjacent  Lieutenant  Everett  also  sent  forward 
one  piece  of  artillezy  to  a  knoll  in  the  com  field 
south  of  YiUetoe's  house,  which  fired  up  the 
gorge  along  the  Crawfish  road.  A  few  shots 
were  fired  upon  us  from  a  battery  of  the  en^ny 
posted  on  the  high  ground  north  of  our  position, 
to  which  Everett's  artillery  replied,  firing  about 
six  rounds,  when  the  enemy  ceased  firing  on  ns. 
A  ball  from  Lieutenant  Everett's  battery  dis- 
mounted one  of  the  guns  (a  rifle  piece),  near 
YiUetoe's  house,  by  breaking  the  aaue-tree.  Our 
skirmishers  now  advanced  and  took  posaesaion 
of  the  wagons,  caissons  and  guns.  lieutenant 
Everett  sent  forward  two  teams  and  hauled  off  one 
Napoleon  gun  and  caisson,  attaching,  for  that 
purpose,  the  limber  of  a  six-pound  gun  found  near 
by  me  Napoleon,  for  which  no  limber  was  found. 
IjiiB  gun  has  since  been  ascertained  to  be  one 
of  the  g^u|is  of  Lumsden's  battery,  captured 
by  the  enemy  on  the  nineteenth,  and  has  been 
returned  to  mat  battery.  Besides  the  two  pieces 
above-named,  a  six-pounder,  smooth-bore,  and 
another  piece,  description  not  now  known,  and 
seven  caissons,  were  ci^tured.  Xhe  wagons  con- 
tained some  quartermaster's  property,  but  were 
mainly  loaded  with  ammunition  for  artillery  and 
infantry.  Two  of  Gh>nera]  Rosecrans's  eacort 
and  Captain  Hescock,  of  the  First  Missouri  Fed* 
oral  wht  artillery.  Battery  G,  were  captured  on 
the  side  of  the  ridge  west  of  Villetoe's  house, 
where  manpr  other  prisoners  were  picked  np 
by  our  skirmishers.  My  engagements  were 
such  at  this  period  as  to  prevent  me  from  look- 
ing after  or  estimatii«  the  number  or  value  of 
articles  captured.  I&ny  of  tlie  wagons  were 
subsequently  removed  by  other  comgianda  in 
rear  of  mine.  I  now  estimate  the  wagons  cap- 
tured at  about  thirty,  a  few  of  which  ^Md  teams 
attached. 

Before  making  any  disposition  for  a  further 
advance,  I  found  it  necessary  to  replenish  our 
supply  of  ammunition,  and,  consequentiy,  I  or- 
dered up  a  supply  from  the  rear  and  distributed 
it  to  the  most  of  the  regiments  of  my  conunand. 
Subsequentiy  we  drew  our  ammunition  from  the 
captured  train.  Lieutenant  Black,  of  my  atafi^ 
now  brought  up  Denfs  battery  of  Napoleon 
guns,  of  flindman's  division,  which  he  found 
somewhere  on  our  left,  and  placed  three  pieces 
on  the  ridge  in  the  noilh-weet  comer  of  the  field 
we  occupied.  No  General  officer  or  reinforee- 
ments  having  come  up,  and  seeing  no  troops  in 
n^  vicinity,  my  Aids  having  heea.  long  absent  in 
search  of  support,  I  became  impatient  at  the  de- 
lay. Giving  orders  that  our  position  should  be 
held  at  all  hazards,  I  galloped  off,  in  person,  in 
search  of  support  Having  swung  slightly  to  the 
right  from  our  first  position,  the  connection  wa« 
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broken  on  our  left^  and  I  eonld  see  no  troo^  in 
tiuit  direction.  It  Bnbseqtiently  appeanr  that 
G«nenl  Hindman'a  division  gallantly  drove 
back  to  &e  west  and  sontii  the  enemy's  line  in 
his  front  and  on  my  left,  inflictine  a  heavy  loss 
on  them  and  thns  relieving  ns  m>m  danger  in 
that  direction. 

Riding  towards  onr  r^ht  and  rear  some  half  a 
mOe,  I  came  nnon  Bngadier-Gteneral  Kershaw  ad- 
vanoing  with  his  brigade  through  the  open  field 
upon  the  eminence  near  to  which  we  had  cap- 
tared  the  battery  of  nine  guns  in  om*  advance,  and 
where  I  saw  the  United  States  flag  now  fioatmg, 
the  position  having  been  reoccupied  by  the  en- 
emy. Here  I  learned  that  Major«€}eneral  Hood 
had  been  womded.  Colonel  Chmningham,  of 
his  stal^  informed  me  tiiat  Brigadier-General 
Kershaw^  brigade  was  mnch  noMed  to  attack 
the  position  in  its  front,  and  I  consequently  had 
to  seek  further  for  support  I  sent  Captain 
Blakemore,  who  ioined  me  here,  to  &id  and  bring 
up  Greneral  McNair's  brigade,  and,  after  riding 
sometime,  I  fomsd  on  i^e  road,  approaching  my 
command,  Major-Generai  Hindman  and  Brig- 
adier-Oeneral  Anderson,  to  whom  my  Aid  hf^ 
comnranicated  my  necessities  and  wishes.  Be- 
ing informed  Hiat  Brigadier-General  Deas'  bri- 
^e  woidd  move  to  support  my  left,  and  that 
General  Anderson  was  then  advancing  to  fill  np 
the  vacsmey  on  my  right,  I  retnmed  to  my  com- 
mand with  a  view  to  driving  the  enemy  from 
mv  flanky  directed  Denfs  battery  to  open  fire  to 
the  rear  of  the  eminence,  abont  six  hnndred 
yards  to  onr  right,  on  which  I  had  seen  the 
United  States  me  floating,  and  on  whidi  I  left 
Kershaw's  brigade  advancing. 

More  tiian  an  hour  had  now  been  spent  i9  tins 
position,  and  I  resolved  to  press  forward  my 
line,  even  before  strpport  reached  me.  I  there- 
fore proceeded  to  form  my  line,  fhoing  to  the 
north,  along  and  in  continnation  of  the  north 
end  of  the  field ;  Gregg's  brigade  on  the  right 
and  Johnson's  brigade  on  the  lef^  extending 
through  the  com  field  south  of  yiltetoes*  house 
and  to  the  Crawfish  road.  My  line  being  formed,  I 
vas  advised  that  (he  eneifly  occnpied  the  ridee 
beyond  Villetoe's  com  field  and  west  of  the 
Crawfish  road,  and  it  therefore  became  necessary 
to  protect  omr  left  fiank  by  skmnishers  thrown 
out  in  that  direction  from  Johnson's  brigade. 
The  advance  commenced  abont  the  time  Deas' 
brigade  formed,  factne  to  the  west  on  ^e  ridge 
we  had  just  left  I  directed  Brieadier-Qeneral 
Deas  to  move  his  brigade  direcfly  to  its  front 
until  his  right  flank  should  reach  tne  position  of 
my  left,  then  to  wheel  to  the  right,  sweepii^ 
the  ridge  west  of  the  Crawfish  hmkI,  and  come 
up  and  form  on  the  left  of  my  line  of  battle. 

The  crest  of  the  spur  of  Missionary  Ri^e 
north  of  Villetoe's  house  extends  east  and  west 
in  its  general  direction,  but  crosses  to  tbe  south 
about  the  middle.  At  the  east  and  west  ends 
of  the  crest  are  the  most  elevated  points  of  the 
spurs.  On  the  slope  north  of  tiie  west  end  is 
Snodgrass'  house,  at  which  were  the  head- 
qittrten  of  Generals  R4>BeGrans  and  Thomas 


during  the  latter  part  of  the  battle.  Towards 
the  south  the  slope  frtnn  the  crest  is  gradual  for 
some  distance  in  several  places;  and  especially 
so  at  the  west  end,  and  terminates  towards  the 
oove  in  an  abmpt,  serrated  declivity,  presenting 
to  our  approach  fnmi  the  south  several  second- 
aly  spurs  or  knobs,  with  intervening  short  rar 
vines.  Alon^  the  crest  of  this  spur  the  last 
desperate  straggle  of  the  northern  army  was 
maae  at  the  batue  of  Chickamauga. 

Gregg's  and  Johnson's  brigades,  followed  by 
Dent's  and  Everett's  batteries,  advanced  in  line 
towards  the  north,  the  left  passing  over  the 
wasons,  caissons,  and  pieces  of  artillery  near 
Villetoe's  house  and  reaching  to  the  QrawfLBh 
road.  There  were  a  number  of  wounded  Fed- 
erals at  Villetoe's  house.  The  ladies  of  the 
family,  who  had  taken  shelter  from  danger  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday  benealh  th»  floor,  now 
burst  forth  and  greeted  our  sddiers  with  slap- 
ping of  hands  and  shouts  of  joy,  presenting  an 
impressive  scene.  The  brow  of  the  secondary 
spurs  north  of  Villetoe's  house  were  gained 
witiiout  resistance  by  Ckegg's  and  JooBSon's 
brigades,  and  by  Anderson^  which  had  come 
up  on  onr  right,  during  our  advance.  The  line 
was  then  haUed,the  alignment  connected,  and 
the  two  regiments  of  Gregg's  brigade  which 
were  fonned  on  tiie  left  of  my  line  in  the  morn- 
ing, now  returned  to  thefr  brigade.  Four  of 
Dent's  Napoleon  guns  and  Everett's  battery  of 
three  guns  were  placed  in  posilion  on  the  spiu* 
occupied  by  Johnson's  brigade,  uid  two  pteces 
of  Dent's  battery  were  placed  upon  the  hill  with 
QrcRg's  brigade.  There  was  now  nosimport 
on  the  left  of  Johnson's  brigade,  though  Deas' 
brigade  was  every  moment  elpeotod  there. 

A  few  minutes  before  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  after 
the  artillery  had  opened  fire,  the  order  was 
given  to  advance  from  this  position  with  a  view 
of  gaining  the  main  crest  of  the  rictee  in  our 
f^ont,  which  wan  some  ^ousand  yards  distant 
on  our  left,  but  much  nearer  on  our  ri^ht  on 
account  of  its  curvatnre  to  the  south  m  the 
middle.  The  enemy  opened  fire  upon  our  left 
before  it  advanced  one  hundred  yar^s.  Our 
movement  was,  however,  continued  for  a  time, 
until  my  left  formed  a  position  in  which  it  waa 
enabled  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check.  But  the 
Federals  moved  up  on  our  flank  along  a  seoond- 
ary  spur,  which  united  at  tbe  elevation  at  the 
west*  end  .of  the  vma  ridge  with  that  upon 
which  Johnson's  bri^e  was  fighting,,  and  this 
movement  was  held  m  check  some  time  by  our 
troops  firiag  obKquely  to  the  left  The  advance 
of  Bri^adier^Genend  Anderson  on  our  extreme 
right  was  a  gallant  and  impetuous  chafge.  It 
encountered  a  heavy  foree  m  the  enemy  posted 
in  a  strong  position,  from  which  they  poured  a 
volume  OTure  that  speedily  repulsed  the  charge. 
Gregg's  brigade  gained  the  crest  of  the  ridie, 
after  a  sharp  contest  driving  the  foe  down  the 
nortiiem  slope  of  tae  rid^  and  delivering  a 
damaging  fire  in  the  retreahng  masses ;  but  the 
enemy  returned  to  the  attack,  and  there  being 
now  no  Bupp<»rt  on  our  rights  the  line  commenoed 
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Ikning  back  on  ih»  fla&k,  juBt  alter  lieateaaat* 
Colonel  TUbnan,  oommanding  the  Fertj-fint 
Tenneaaee  ragiiMiil,  was  diaaUed  by  a  wound. 
The  Third  Tenneaaee  regiment^  with  abottt  for^ 
men  of  the  Fiflieth  Tanseaaee  and  Seventh 
Texas  regnnenis,  on  the  left  of  this  brigade, 
claima  to  hare  held  its  advanoed  position  until 
Jobnaon's  br^ade  fell  back  ondco'  the  tank  Move- 
ment of  the  enemy  on  its  left  In  retiring,  Ihia 
regiment  had  six  men  oaptnred.  As  my  Hne  feH 
back,  onr  artittery  opened  with  canister,  and  was 
gallantly  served  nnder  fire  of  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry nntil  the  troops,  rallying  in  line  at  Ihe 
batteries,  repnlsed  the  chaxge  of  the  foe. 

I  no^w  gave  ordera  to  hold  the  faiU,  and  await 
the  remforoementsfrom  Hindman's  division  mo- 
mentarily enected.  Soon  Maniganlt*s  brigade 
was  seen  advanofaig  in  Kne  of  battle  throngh 
ViUetoe's  cofn-fi<dd,  in  the  cove  in  onr  rear.  As 
it  came  np  on  the  leffc  of  my  line,  Brigadier- 
General  Deas  reported  in  person,  having  with 
his  brigade  swept  the  ridge  west  of  the  Crawfish 
road.  Having  sent  a  staff  oflBcer  to  place  &ese 
two  brigades  in  Hne  en  my  left,  I  rode  toward 
the  right,  and  met  Gleneral  Hindman,  who  di- 
rected me  to  take  command  of  the  left  wing  and 
wheel  to  the  right,  making  the  right  of  mydivis- 
ion  the  pivot  MCoNair's  origade,  muler  Colonel 
Coleman,  now  came  up  and  formed  a  line  in  rear 
of  the  left  of  my  division.  I  also  detailed  ten 
men  from  Johnson'n  brigade  to  assist  in  working 
the  gmus  of  "DeafB  battwy.^ 

Onr  line,  from  loft  to  rigfit,  was  focmed  of  bri- 
gades in  the  following  oraer,  via. :  Deas',  Mani- 
S^nltfs,  Jf^nson's,  Oregg%,  and  Anderson's,  with 
cNoir's  brigade  in  rear  of  Johnaon's.  Deas' 
brigade  occnpied  the  brow  of  the  steep  spnt 
whtch  forms  the  north  side  of  the  goive,  tnrough 
which  the  Crawfish  road  passes  Misaionaxy 
Ridge.  Maniganlt's  stretched  aoross  the  rapine 
and  extended  np  the  side  of  the  adjacent  spur 
to  the  right,  on  which  Johnson's  and  McNaar\9 
brigades,  with  seven  pieces  of  artSltty,  were 
posted.  Qngg's  bricade  was  formed  on  a  spur 
of'Bome  greater  lengm,  extending  more  towuds 
the  east,  and  separated  in  part  from  the  main 
ridec  bv  a  hollow,  with  a  pieoe  of  table  land  at 
its  head  to  the  west  Andarson's  brigade  was 
formed  in  two  Unes  on  the  right,  the  front  line 
extending  np  to  the  slope  of  me  spnr  on  winch 
Gregg's  brigade)  was  formed,  on  the  left  and 
across  the  hollow  on  the  right  The  section  of 
Dent's  artilleiy  with  Qregg's  brigade  in  the  kst 
attack  was  now  moved  to  the  nsllow  on  the 
right,  ready  to  be  mti  np  by  hand  6q  the  main 
ridge  as  soon  as  it  ahonld  be  carried.  Kershaw's 
brigaiM  was  somewhere  on  the  right  of,  bhtnot 
connected  wilb,  Andsrson's  brigade. 

I  proceeded  in  person  to  pnt  ike  line  in  mo- 
tion. Commencing  with  Daas'  brigade,  and  giv- 
ing careful  instractions  to  preserve  the  <i^ss 
and  connection  to  the  fight,  I  paaaad  s^ong  the 
line  nntil  I  saw  it  all  gattantly  moving  forward. 
A  most  obstinato  stnqi^e  now  commenced  for 
the  poesessicm  of  this  spar  of  Mtssionaiy  Ridge 
— 4he  last  stix>nghold  of  the  enemy  on  the  batm- 


field  of  Chickamaogab  Our  aztflkty  opened  on 
the  brow  of  the  ricke  and  the  infontry  became 
inmiediatelv  engaged.  The  firing  was  very  heavy 
on  both  sidea,  and  showed  that  the  enemy  were 
in  atroag  force  in  our  front,  supported  by  artil- 
lery poiSed  near  the  junction  of  the  two  spurs 
on  which  Deas'  and  Johnson's  brigades' respect- 
ivialy  moved.  Onr  line  pressed  4^enninedly  for- 
ward for  aome  time,  keeping  up  an  iuoeesant 
fire  with  small  arms.  Bat  the  enemy  now  evi- 
dently received  reinforcements  of  fresh  troops, 
whioh  advanced  with  a  shout  that  was  heard  all 
along  our  Unes,  and  we  were  driven  back  to  our 
guns.  It  was  subsequently  ascertained  from 
prisoners  captured  that  the  reinforcemeuto  were 
a  part  of  General  Granger's  corps,  which  we 
fought  the  rest  of  the  day.  Deas'  brieade,  and 
the  part  of  Manigault's  next  to  it,  fen  back  to 
the  foot  of  the  hiU ;  Anderson's  fell  back  to  its 
first  position,  and  tiiese  three  brigadesi  save  two 
regiments  oi  Maniganlt's  next  to  Johnson's  bri- 
gade, did  not  again  enter  the  fight 

In  fiilling  bi^k  on  tiie  spur  on  which  Johih 
son's  brigade  and  the  two  batteries  fought, 
McNaar's  brigade,  which  formed  a  second  line, 
mingled  with  the  troops  of  the  first  line  on  the 
left  of  Johnson's  and  the  zigbt  of  the  two  regi- 
ments of  Maniganlt's  brigade,  and  continued  to 
fight  in  that  position  during  the  rest  of  the  day. 
The  retzeat  on  this  hill  was  precipitate,  and 
called  for  all  the  exertions  I  could  command  to 
wevent  many  of  the  troops  from  abandoning  it 
The  officers^  however,  joined  with  every  eneigj 
and  zeal  in  the  effort  to  stay  the  retreat,  and  bj 
appeals,  commands,  and  physical  effori%  all  save 
a  lew  who  persisted  in  akulkiag  behind  trees  or 
lyin^  idly  on  the  ground,  were  brought  up  to 
our  lines  in  support  of  the  artillery.  lu  the 
meantime  our  batlaries  were  promptly  opened 
and  gallantly  served  amid  a  shower  oC  the  ene- 
my's bullets,  and,  together  with  the  best  and 
bravest  of  our  in&ntry,  who  promptly  rallied  on 
bur  artillery,'  poured  such  a  volume  of  fire  upon 
the  advancing  foe  that  hia  onward  progress  was 
efEectually  stajyed. 

I  cannot  here  spf^  too  highly  of  the  gallantry 
of  the  men  and  offioars  of  Dent's  and  Everett's 
batteries  on  this  oooasion.  It  elioited  my  high- 
est admiration,  and  I  at  onoe  Mideavored  invol- 
untarily to  express  personally  to  the  commanders 
my  high  appreciatKm  of  the  work  they  had  so 
nol^  done.  It  is  claimed  by  Johnson's  brigade 
that  they  rallied  to  a  man  at  the  battery.  I  may 
be  permitled  to  say  for  these  noble  men,  with 
whom  I  have  so  iong  been  associated,  that  I 
then  felt  that  every  nmn  in  the  brigade  was  a 
hero.  Of  Qcegg's  brigade  I  can  speuc  in  no  leas 
exalted  terms.  All,  udeed,  who  now  partici- 
pated in  this  final,  proteaoted,  and  tiying  strug- 
gle, merit  the  highest  praiae. 

All  our  troops  had  now  suffored  severely  here 
and  in  other  pasts  of  the  field.  Bindman's  di- 
vision, it  is  understood,  had  been  eepeciallv 
weakened  in  the  conflict  before  it  came  to  our 
support  Neither  MoNair's,  Gregg's  nor  John- 
son s  brigadea  mustered  over  five  hundred  guns. 
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The  part  of  Ifanigaidfc'B  brigade  adjiMsent  to  my 
dividoD,  about  two  regimeiiits,  imder  Golenel 
Reed,  of  the  Thiriy-fourth  Alabama  reeiment. 
partiGi|Hited  in  the  inviDoible  epiiit  whicm  fired 
our  men,  aad  eontuxaed  to  fight  with  rm**  I 
ordered  that  the  hIM  shoiild  be  held  at  all 
bizaxda,  and  determoied  that  all  ahould  be  lost 
beiove  I  would  abaadon  it  I  felt  that  this  poai- 
tion  (on  the  extreme  left)  was  <me  of  the  utmoet 
importance,  and  might  determine  the  fate  of  the 
day.  Indeed,  defeat  here  would  haTe  let  the 
enemy's  right  swing  back  around  our  left  fiank, 
over  the  strong  positions  we  had  won;  sod 
here,  aa  at  Mumeesboro'i  where  all  our  move- 
ments <m  the  left  had  been  very  similar»  a  chaooe 
for  victory  might  be  lost. 

About  this  time  my  Aid,  Captain  W.  T.Bkke- 
more,  reported  to  me  some  two  hundred  meaof 
Bennin^  a  brigade,  is  our  rear,  undsr  oommand 
of  a  Major,  whose  name  is  not  recollected.  Upon 
going  to  it,  the  officer  in  eommand  reported  it 
utteriy  usB^TTiiBeable  on  acoount  of  its  having 
heexi  out  up  and  demoralized.  I  oonseqnently 
did  not  put  it  in  the  fight. 

The  enemy  where  not  whipped,  and  the  oon- 
flict  still  raged  with  varying  fortuxia.  Repeatedly 
our  mea  aovanoed,  and  were  in  turn  forced  to 

f'eld  a  portion  of  the  ground  they  had  gained, 
directed  our  men  to  advance  as  £ar  as  possibfe, 
th^  hold  tiieir  position  aiMi  never  retreat  We 
thus  gradually  approached  the  crest  of  the 
ridge. 

At  about  five  p.  sl,  I  sent  my  aeting  Aid-de- 
Gunp,  lieutenant  George  MarciibMiks,  Confed- 
erate States  army,  baok  to  the  foot  of  tiie  ridge, 
to  request  Brigadier-Generals  Deas  and  Mani- 
gault  to  bring  up  their  brigades  to  my  si^^sort 
Lientonaat  Marohlianks  r^Mrts  that  "ori^idier- 
Genend  Deas  replied  that,  on  consultation  vdtii 
Brigadier-Gkneial  Maniganlt,  they  had  decided 
that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  put  their  commands 
in  the  ssme  position  without  the  support  of 
fresh  troops. 

Over  tfcffee  hoars  passed  in  this  oonfliot,  in 
which  officers  and  men  toiled  on  and  manifested 
more  perseverance,  determination  and  endiuance 
than  I  have  ever  before  witnessed  on  any  field. 
We  had  now  slowly  driven  the  enemy  en  the 
left,  up  the  gradutt  ascent,  about  half  a  mile,  to 
the  covetod  crest  of  the  ridge,  where  they  nnde 
the  last  desperate  resistanoe;  and  our  lines 
gradually  grew  stronger  and  stronger  under  the 
animating  hope  of  victory  so  nearly  within  our 
grasp.  It  was  finally  nearly  sunset,  wheir  a 
■imiutaneous  advance  swept  along  our  wiu^ 
lines,  and,  with  a  shout,  we  drove  the  enemy 
from  the  ridge,  and  pursued  theaa  far  down  the 
northern  alope  to  the  bottom  of  the  dee»  hollow 
beyond.  We  had  now  completoly  flanked  and 
passed  to  the  rear  of  the  position  of  the  enemy 
on  the  rnh^e  to  our  right,  and  lam  oonvinoed  we 
thns  aidadin  finally  carrying  the  heights  south 
of  Snodgrass's  house. 

About  the  time  the  ridge  was  carried.  Colonel 
Trigg,  ot  Pteston's  division,  reported  to  me  with 
a  part  of  his  brigade.    I  sent  Oaptain  T«rry,  of 


the  Beventeentfa  Tennessee  regiment,  who  was 
wounded  and  mounted  on  horseback,  to  place 
Trigg's  command  on  our  right,  and  it  relieved 
Gr^lg'e  brigade,  which  was  out  of  amnranition. 

I  now  proceeded  to  reform  my  Hue,  which,  in 
the  pursuit,  I  regret  to  say,  was  entirely  broken, 
owing  in  part  to  the  peeohar  conformation  of  the 
gronnd  over  whieh  we  passed.  I  stall  hoped  to 
follow  up  the  retreating  foe. 

After  I  ordered  McNair's  and  Johnson's  bri- 
eades  to  farm  on  Trigg's,  this  brigade  suddenly 
disappeared,  called  away,  no  doubt,  to  co-operate 
with  Kelly's  brigade  in  capturmg  the  twd  regi- 
ments of  General  GhraagM^s  corpa,  whidi  sur- 
rendered to  them  about  daric.  I  fek  now  that  it 
would  be  unssfe  to  advance,  disconnected  as  my 
command  was,  and  it  being  now  dark,  neariy 
eight  o'dock  f.  x.,  I  withdrew  it  some  two  hun- 
dred and  Mty  yards  to  a  good  pomtion  near  the 
top  of  the  ridge,  threw  out  picteets  to  the  front, 
and  sent  scouts  to  find  the  enemy. 

My  line  was  arranged  for  the  night  in  the  fol- 
lowing order ; 

The  two  regiments  of  Mani^ult's  brigade, 
under  Colonel  Reed,  of  the  Thnrfy^urth  Ala- 
bama regiment,  and  the  left  thrown  back  to 
protect  our  flank,  and  in  succession  to  "the  right, 
were  aligned  to  Johnson's,  McNair's  and  Gregg's 
brigades.  On  my  right,  Trigg's  and  KeUy's 
subsequently  formed.  About  eight  o'clock  at 
night,  abandoniBg  dl  hopes  of  advancing  further, 
I  rode  away  and  searched  until  about  eleven 
o'dock,  for  the  headquarters  of  the  array  or  the 
wing,  with  a  view  to  making  a  report  of  my 
position.  Failing  in  this  attempt,  I  returned  to 
my  comjnand  worn  out  with  the  toils  of  the  day. 
The  following  morning  revealed  to  us  the  fact 
that  ^Q  enemy  had  left  us  in  poesession  of  the 
^d.  Details  were  now  made  to  collect  the 
spoils  and  bury  the  dead. 

I  ought  here  to  mention  ^e  heroio  efforts  on 
the  part  of  officeiB  and  men  wUch  came  under 
my  observation;  but^  lor  want  of  personal 
aoquaSntanoe  with  the  partieB,  I  cannot  do  jus- 
tice to  alL.  I  espedally  noticed  the  faithful  i»il 
and  heroic  eonduot  of  Lieutenant^Colonel  Rey- 
nolds, of  &e  first  battalion  of  dismoimted  rifles, 
McNair's  brigade,  who  was  conspicuous  in  his 
efforts  to  preserve,  our  lines  and  encourage  and 
press  on  our  men.  For  homrs  he,  with  many 
other  offioers,  faithfully  and  inoessantly  labored 
in  this  duty.  In  this  oonneotion  I  must,  in 
justice,  mention  Cdonel  J.  8.  Fulton,  of  the  Forty- 
fourth  Tennessee  rog^ment,  commanding  John- 
son^ brigpade;  Colonel  R.  H.  Keble,  of  the 
Twenty-third  Teunessee  rariment ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Floyd  and  Captain  Terry,  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Tennessee  regimeBt,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  8nowden,  and  Acting  Adjutant  Oregg, 
of  the  Twenfy'fiflh  Tennessee  reghnent  'To 
Colonel  Suggs,  I  feel  especially  indebted  for 
his  gaHani,  able  and  efficient  aervioee  in 
commanding  Gregg's  brigade.  He  is  a  good 
and  meritorious  officer.  Colonel  Walker  and 
LieutenantOelonel  daok,  of  the  Third  Ten- 
I  CdbnelQiaoe,  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee ; 
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Qwfain  GnrtiB,  of  the  Fiftietii  TeonesMe, 
and  Captun  OBburn,  of  the  Foftv-firet  Ten- 
nessee regiments,  all  of  Gregg  s  brigade, 
merit  special  commeBdation  for  their  eervices 
in  this  protracted  stmggle.  To  tiie  courage 
and  fortitude  of  the  men  of  tibis  brig^e,  as 
well  as  to  every  other  brigade  which  struggled 
with  them  in  our  last  persistent  eflbrts  to  £ive 
the  enemy  from  their  final  position,  I  trust  the 
proper  sense  of  gratitude  will  be  awarded. 
Colonel  Coleman,  commanding  McNair's  brigade, 
did  gaUant  service  and  carried  his  command 
faithfully  through  all  the  varying  fortunes  of 
the  field,  on  the  left,  to  the  very  close  of  the 
fight  I  regret  that  I  am  miable  to  specify  more 
particularly  the  services  of  meritorious  officers 
of  this  brigade. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  efficient 
use  made  of  artillery  in  my  command.  My  pur- 
pose in  accordance  with  preconceived  notions, 
was  to  keep  my  artillery  employed  to  the  utmost 
practicable  extent  in  conjunction  with  my  in- 
fiuitry ;  and  my  little  experience  on  this  battle- 
fieldy  only  determines  me  on  all  like  occasions  to 
improve  on  my  practice  of  this  day. 

I  need  add  nothing  more  in  acknowledgment 
of  the  services  of  &ptain  Dent  and  lieutenant 
Everett,  commanding  batteries  in  my  lines,  or 
of  the  gallantry  of  the  men  under  Uieir  com- 
mands. 

I  have  to  regret  that  no  repcrt  has  been  fur- 
nished me  by  Captain  Culpeper,  commanding 
the  battery  attached  to  McNair's  brigade ;  and 
I  also  regret  that  neither  this  battery  nor  Bled- 
soe's First  Missouri  battery,  commanded  by 
First  Lieutenant  R.  Wood,  and  attached  to 
Gregg's  brigade,  for  reasons  not  known  to  me, 
followed  their  brigades  or  participated  in  our 
fight  for  Missionary  Ridge,  where  &ev  would 
have  won  unhiding  laurels  for  ever}'  officer  and 
man  attached  to  them. 

The  gpillant  conduct  of  my  Brigade  Inspector, 
Second  Lieutenant  M.  W.  black,  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Tennessee  regiment,  distinguished  him 
tfarouehout  my  command,  and  I  feel  that  I  can 
scarcdy  do  iustioe  to  his  services.  He  was 
always  in  the  moments  of  severest  conflixst 
among  the  foremost  ranks,  recldees  and  indif- 
ferent to  danger.  Ardent,  active,  and  zealous, 
he  has  proven  himself  a  most  valuable  officer 
on  the  field  of  battle.  WhOe  personally  direct- 
ing a  piece  of  artillery  in  the  nght  on  Mission- 
ary Ridge,  on  the  twentieth  of  September,  he 
was  severely  wounded  by  a  ball  that  crusned 
his  lower  jaw  and  carried  away  part  of  his 
toi^e.  ms  speedy  recovery  is,  however,  now 
hopefully  anticipated. 

To  my  Aid-de-Oamp,  Captain  W.  T.  Blakemore, 
who  has  served  with  me  m  every  conflict  of  th» 
army  as  well  as  at  Donelson,  and  always  with 
honor  and  abthly,  I  am  indebted  for  much  valu- 
able service  on  the  fi^,  and  he  merits  more 
than  I  can  say  for  him  here. 

Mv  Brigade  Inspector,  Lieutenant  E.  R. 
Smith,  of  ihe  Twenty^fii  Tennessee  regiment, 
and  my  acting  Aid-de^]bunp,  Second  Lieutenant 


George  Marchbanks,  of  the  Conf^sderate  States 
army,  gallantly  and  faithfuU}r  labored  with  me 
on  the  nineteenth  aud  twentieth  of  September, 
and  I  demre  to  acknowledge  my  obUgations  to 
tHem  for  the  zeal  and  intelli^noe  with  w^hich 
th^  performed  their  respec^ve  duties. 

To  the  medical  staff  of  each  brigade  of  this 
division  I  desire  to  tender  my  grateful  acknowl- 
edgments for  their  faithful  and  efficient  ser- 
vices in  taking  care  of  the  wounded. 

To  my  efficient  ordnance  officer,  Lieutenant 
James  B.  Lake,  I  feel  that  a  special  acknowledg- 
ment is  due  as  well  for  all  ms  fiuthfiil  services 
past,  as  for  the  prompt  supplies  which  he  fur- 
nished my  wlK>ie  division  tram  a  brigade  ord- 
nance train,  and  yet,  at  the  close  of  the  battle, 
exhibiting  greater  abundance  of  stores  on  hand 
than  at  its  commencement 

In  conchiBion,  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
severests  conflicts  in  which  my  command  was 
engiff ed  on  the  field  of  Chickamauga,  occurred 
on  the  eveniog  of  the  nineteenth,  and*  in  the 
morning  and  evening  of  the  twentieth  Sep- 
tember. 

On  the  evening  of  the  nineteentii,  my  oom- 
mand  suffered  as  much  in  three  hours  as  during 
the  whole  day  of  (he  twentieth  September. 

On  Sunday,  my  command  sufiered  severely 
until  the  enemy's  breastworks  were  carried  in 
the  morning,  and  again  during^  the  oontest  for 
the  spur  of  Missionary  Ridge,  m  the  evening. 

My  division  commenced  to  fight  in  the  £ront 
line  on  the  nineteenth  of  September,  and  fought 
in  the  front  line  through  the  conflict  of  both  days, 
and  at  the  close  was  far  in  advance  of  all  sup- 
port, as  it  was  also  at  different  times  during  the 
tattei^ay. 

The  strength  of  my  command  and  the  number 
of  casualties  are  hereunto  appended.  The  liets 
of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  Gregg's  and 
Johnson's  brigades  were  forwarded  on  the 
twenty-ninth  of  September,  but  no  list  has  yet 
been  furnished  by  McNair's  brigade,  and  the 
aggregates  are  omy  given  by  Colonel  Coleman, 
wno  commanded  this  brigade  after  €kneral  Mc- 
Nair  was  wounded. 

I  have  received  no  report  from  Brigadier^Gen- 
eral  B.  McNair  or  Qregg. 

Everett's  batterv  fired  fbur.  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  roun<u. 

Bledsoe*B  battery  fired  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  rounds. 

Ofdpeper's  battery  not  reported. 
'Dent's  battery  not  reported,  as  it  belongs,  to 
Hindman's  division,  though  it  fought  with  mine 
from  about  one  p.  x.,  until   sunset  twentieth 
September,  1868. 

I  forwi^d  herewith  the  reports  of  Lieutenants 
Everett  and  Wood,  commanding  batteries  at- 
tadied  respectively  to  Johnson's  and  Gregrg's 
brigades,  and  the  reports  of  Colonels  Suggs, 
Coleman,  and  Fidton,  commanding  brigades. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  R.  JOBNSOK, 
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Aggregate  artillerf,  268. 
SETOBT  OF  BBI6.-GEN.  GIBT,  OOMUAMDINO  DIVISION. 


HsADQUAsmi  Oorr's  Briqadb.  \ 

Nbab  CBATTAVOooi,  Twm,,  October  14, 1868. ) 

Captain  /.  B,  Ckmnting,  Assistant  AdffutanUOen- 

eral: 

CAPTAJir :  I  have  the  honor  to  Bubmit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  participation  of  the  troops 
under  my  command  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga 
on  Sunday,  the  twentieth  of  September  last :    * 

Being  ordered  with  my  brigade-HSonsisting 
of  the  Fonrth  Georgia  volunteers,  Colonel  P.  H. 
Colquitt  commanding ;  the  Twenty-fourth  South 
CarollDa  volunteers,  Colonel  C.  H.  Stevens  com- 
manding ;  the  Sixth  South  Carolina  voltmteers, 
Colonel  James  McCullough  commanding ;  tiie 
Eighth  Georgia  battalion  of  volunteers,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel L.  Napier  commanding,  and  Fergu- 
son's light  batteiy.  Lieutenant  Beauregard  com- 
manding— to  Rome,  Georgia,  upon  detached 
service,  I  did  not  engage  m  the  a&irs  of  the 
eighteenth  and  nineteenth  of  September,  with 

Vol.  X.— Doo.       27 


the  othe/  troops  of  the  reserve  corps  of  Major- 
General  W.  H.  T.  Walker.  On  the  afternoon  of 
Thursday,  the  seventeenth  of  September,  I  re- 
ceived orders  from  the  Colonel  commanding  to 
report,  with  my  brigade,  at  Ringgold,  Georgia, 
and  was  further  informed  that  transportation  by 
rail  would  be  afforded  me.  I  left  Rome  the  next 
morning,  upon  the  arrival  of  tiie  trains,  with  the 
Twen^-fourth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  Bighth 
(Georgia  battalion,  three  companies  of  the  Fourth 
Georgia  volunteers,  and  Ferguson's  battery, 
there  not  being  cars  sufficient  for  the  remainder 
of  the  command.  Upon  reaching  Kingston,  I 
urged  the  transportation  agent  to  send  forwwd 
additional  cars  for  that  portion  of  the  brigade 
still  at  Rome,  and  he  assured  me  tiiat  he  would 
do  so  promptly.  I  subsequently  telegraphed 
him  from  Ringgold  to  hasten  on  Uie  rest  of  the 
command.  The  result  was  that  the  Sisteenth 
South  Carolina  volunteers  and  my  battery  did 
not  join  me  until  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
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third  of  September,  three  days  after  the  battle. 
Upon  arrivisg  at  the  terminus  of  the  railroad, 
Catoosa  (wood  station),  6n  the  morning  of  the 
nineteenth,  I  rode  forward  to  Ringgold  for 
orders  and  to  obtain  wagons  for  my  reserve  am- 
munition, my  own  train  being  left  with  the  di- 
vision upon  my  departure  for  Rome.  In  a  few 
hours  I  received  orders  from  the  General  com- 
manding to  guard  and  convoy  to  the  army  a 
large  ordndnce  train  that  would  be  formed  and 
reported  to  me.  This  train  was  not  reported 
until  near  ten  o'clock  p.  m.  With  the  train  in 
charge,  having  procured  a  reliable  guide  in  the 
person  of  Dr.  Evans,  of  Ringgold,  I  reached 
Alexander's  Bridge,  at  which  point  I  was  di- 
rected to  cross  Ghickamauga  Greek,  if  possible, 
about  sunrise  upon  the  morning  of  the  twentieth, 
after  .a  most  fatiguing  march  dming  the  entire 
night.  I  reported  my  arrival  with  the  train  to 
army  headquarters,  and,  being  relieved  of  further 
charge  of  it,  was  directed  to  march  forward  to  a 
point  about  a  mile  distant  from  the  bridge  and 
there  await  further  orders.  After  remainmg  at 
this  position  some  twenty  minutes,  I  was  order- 
ed, by  a  staff  oflScer  of  the  General  command- 
ing, to  move  forward,  reporting  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Polk,  and  join  Major-(^neral  Walker's 
corps,  being  at  the  same  time  placed  under  the 
guidance  of  a  staff  officer  of  General  Polk ;  he 
turned  over  the  direction  of  my  command  to  a 
second  officer  of  the  same  staff,  and  he  to  a 
third  officer.  With  considerable  difficulty,  and 
after  marching  for  some  time,  I  reached  the  di- 
vision to  which  I  was  attached.  Upon  report- 
ing my  command,  at  this  time  numbering  only 
nine  hundred  and  eighty,  aggregate,  I  Was  or- 
dered by  Major-General  Wtdker  to  at  once  as- 
sume command  of  the  division,  consisting  of 
Brigadier-General  Ector*s,  Colonel  Wilson's  and 
my  own  brigade-^the  brigades  of  Ector  and 
Wilson  numbering  about  five  hundred  each, 
having  suffered  heavy  losses  in  the  engagement 
on  tiie  previous  day.  Lieutenant-Genertd  D.  H. 
Hill  was  present  when  I  reported  to  GenercJs 
Polk  and  Walker,  and,  as  I  was  turning  off  to 
assume  commana  of  the  division,  requested 
Major-General  Walker  to  send  a  brigade  to  the 
support  of  Major-General  Breckinridge's  divis- 
ion Uiat  was  hotly  engaged  in  our  front  and 
upon  our  left  Major-General  Walker  indicated 
one  of  Ckneral  Liddell's  brigades  near  by.  Gen- 
eral Hill  asked  for  Gist's  brigade,  sa^g  he  had 
heard  of  Hiat  brigade.  General  Wdlker  re- 
marked that  Gist's  brigade  is  just  coming  up, 
and  directed  me  to  report  to  General  HiU.  I 
did  BO ;  the  brigade  being  now  under  coomiand 
of  Colonel  P.  H.  Colquitt,  of  the  Fourth  Geor- 
gia volunteers,  he  at  once  reported  and  received 
his  instructions  from  General  Hill.  General 
Wfldker  then  directed  me  to  report  the  other 
two  brigades  also  to  General  HiU,  which  was 
promptly  done.  Colonel  Colquitt  having  his  in- 
structions from  General  Hill,  advanced  nis  com- 
mand in  tiie  direction  indicated,  being  caution- 
ed that  he  was  to  support  General  Breckinridge, 
two  of  whose  brigades  was  reported  in  his  im- 
mediate front    I  was  afterwards  directed  by 


Greneral  Hill  to  follow  up  and  support  the  ad- 
vance of  the  first  brigade  with  the  brigades  of 
Ector  and  Wilson.  Colonel  Colquitt,  upon  ad- 
vancing a  few  hundred  yards  in  the  woods  be- 
fore him,  found  himself  in  the  presence  of  the 
enemy,  strongly  posted  and  massed  behind  a 
breastwork  of  logs,  the  ti'oops  reported  in  his 
front  having  retired  before  the  ^dling  fire  of 
the  enemy.  The  direction  taken  by  Colquitt 
was  sdso  too  far  to  the  right,  and  the  left  raiment 
(Twenty-fourth  Soutii  &rolina  volunteers)  only 
came  directly  upon  the  enemy's  lines,  which 
were  so  disposed  by  a  salient  as  to  rake  the  en- 
tire front  of  the  brigade  as  it  came  forward, 
with  a  severe  and  destructive  enfilading  fire. 
The  brigade  could  not  have  changed  direction, 
as  the  position  of  the  enemy  was  not  discovered 
by  Colonel  Colquitt  untQ  the  left  was  within  a 
short  disftince  of  the  breastworks ;  the  right, 
however,  changed  front  sufficiently  to  bedome 
durectly  engaged.  Colonel  Colquitt  did  not  re- 
connoitre tne  position,  as  he  was  instructed  that 
our  troops  were  in  his  front  The  enemy  now 
poured  forth  a  most  destructive  and  well-aimed 
fire  upon  the  entire  Une,  and  though  it  wavered 
and  recoiled  under  the  shock,  yet  by  the  exer- 
tions of  the  gallant  Colquitt,  nobly  seconded  by 
Colonels  Stevens,  Capers,  and  other  brave  and 
true  officers,  order  was  promptly  restored,  and 
for  some  twenty-five  minutes  the  terrific  fire 
was  withstood  and  returned  vrith  marked  effect 
by  the  gallant  little  band. 

It  was  here  that  the  lamented  Colquitt  was 
mortally  wounded  whilst  cheering  on  his  com- 
mand ;  and,  in  quick  succession,  the  iron-nerved 
Stevens  and  the  intrepid  Capers  were  se- 
riously wounded  and,  among  others  who  de- 
serve to  live  in  their  country's  memory,  yielded 
up  their  life-blood.  One  third  of  the  gallant 
command  was  either  killed  or  wounded.  Reel- 
ing under  the  storm  of  bullets,  having  lost  all 
but  two  of  their  field  officers,  the  brigade  fell 
back,  fighting,  to  the  position  from  which  they 
advanced.  The  brigade  of  Ector  and  Wilson 
kept  up  their  fire  Irom  the .  The  ene- 
my did  not  venture  beyond  their  works,  so  se- 
verely had  they  suffered,  until  I  was  directed 
by  General  Hill  to  withdraw  my  men  to  the  po- 
sition they  occupied  before  advancing,  and  re- 
form my  whole  line  in  rear  of  the  batteries, 
some  few  hundred  yards  distant  from  the  ene- 
my's position.  This  order  was  gallantly  ex- 
tendea  under  a  heavy  fire,  by  Captain  M.  P. 
King,  my  Assistant  Adjutant-General.  Our  lines 
being  re-established,  we  remained  in  position 
until  about  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  a  general 
advance  was  ordered. 

Major  A.  M.  Speer,  with  seven  companies  of 
the  Fourth  Georgia  volunteers,  having  come  up, 
my  own  brigade,  now  under  command  of  Lieu> 
tenant-Colonel  Napier,  was  increased  to  some 
one  ^ousand  four  hundred  men  and  officers.  I 
was  directed  by  Major-General  Walker  to  sup- 
port the  advance  of  General  Liddell's  division. 
Upon  reaching  tiie  Chattanooga  road,  General  Lid- 
dell  found  his  command  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire 
on  both  flanks  and  fell  back  to  my  rear.    The  gaL 
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iant  Fourth  Georgia,  occupying  the  right  of  the 
brigade,  eager  to  avenge  their  beloved  Colonel, 
the  brave  &ptain  Cooper  and  other  true  officers 
of  the  re^ment,  with  a  loud  cheer,  led  by  their 
brave  Major,  charged  through  the  woods  before 
them,  driving  the  enemy  and  capturing  some 
forty  prisoners.  The  remainder  of  the  brigade 
followed  lip  handsomely  the  advance  upon  the 
left.  Upon  reaching  the  Chattanooga  road,  the 
force  of  the  enemy  that  engaged  and  fired  upon 
the  QsLDka  of  Creneral  LiddelFs  division  had  re- 
tired from  view ;  and,  not  being  aware  of  any 
support  upon  my  right,  I  at  once  halted  the 
command,  threw  out  slormishers  to  my  front 
and  upon  my  right  flank,  and  sent  information 
of  my  position  to  Majoi:-6eneral  Walker.  The 
brigades  of  General  Ector  and  Colonel  Wilson  ad- 
vancing, took  up  position  to  the  left  of  the  first 
brigade  without  encountering  any  serious  oppo- 
Bitiou.  Not  receiving  any  further  orders,  and 
night  being  nearly  upon  us,  we  bivouacked 
upon  Ihe  field  ot  victory.  General  liddell, 
whose  commaAd  was  promptly  re-formed,  came 
up  and  took  position  on  my  right  The  firing 
ceased ;  loud  cheers  went  up  to  heaven,  and  the 
grandest,  most  important  battle  of  the  war  was 
fought  and  won. 

I  would  respectfully  refer  the  Major-General 
commanding  to  the  renorts  of  Brigadier-General 
Ecftr  and  Colonel  Wuson  for  particulars  in  re- 
lation to  their  respective  commands,  and  ac- 
knowledge my  indebtedness  to  them  for  judicious 
and  efficient  support.  To  Major  B.  B.  Smith,  In- 
spector, Captain  M.  F.  King,  Assistant  Adjutemt- 
Grueral,  Lieutenant  L.  M.  Butler,  and  J.  C.  Hab- 
ersham, Aid-de-Camp,  of  my  staff,  I  am  imd^r 
great  obligations  for  valuable  assistance  in  re- 
ibrming  commands,  extending  orders  under 
heavy  fires  and  other  efficient  service.  Major 
J.  S.  Green,  Brigade  Quartermaster,  Captain  J. 
A.  Bo  wily  acting  brigade  Commissary,  and  Lieu- 
tenant J.  M.  Hunt,  acting  Brigade  Ordnance 
Officer,  were  at  their  post  and  in  efficient  dis- 
charge of  their  respective  duties.  I  would  re- 
commend to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  General 
commanding,  the  distinguished  gallantry  of  Col- 
onel C.  H.  Stevens,  Twenty-fourth  South  Caro- 
Kna  volunteers,  who,  besides  being  severely 
woimded,  bad  two  horses  killed  under  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  of  the 
officers  and  men  from  my  own  brigade,  repre- 
sented by  their  commanding  officers,  as  having 
conducted  themselves  meritoriously  upon  the 
field  of  battle. 

I  cannot  close  my  report  without  expressing 
my  Batisfaction  at  the  conduct  and  efficiency  of 
the  officers,  and  my  admiration  for  the  brave 
and  soldierlv  bearing  of  the  men  of  the  division 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  command  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Chickamauga.  Their  rolls  of  killed  and 
Wounded  testify  to  the  place  which  they  occu- 
pied in  the  picture. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
S.  R  Gist, 

Br]gBdto*Oeneral  oommandiag. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  E.  C  WALTHALL. 

HSADQUABXBRS  WATffHAf.T.*a  BUOIDI,  > 

Near  Cbattasooqa,  October  0,  186&   / 

Captain  Q.  A.   Williama,  Assistant  Ac^jutanU 

bfeneral: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  in 
what  concerns  my  own  command : 

On  Friday,  the  eighteenth  September,  about 
ten  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  the  head  of  Major-Gen- 
eral  Walker's  column  reached  a  point  about  a 
half  mile  from  Alexander's  Bridge,  I  was  ordered 
by  Brigadier-General  Liddell,  commanding  di- 
vision, to  form  line  of  battle,  with  the  left  of  my 
brigade  resting  on  the  road  leading  to  thie  bridge, 
and  to  move  forward,  guiding  left,  and  keeping 
the  road  to  my  left.  The  Une  was  formed  almost 
at  right  angles  to  the  road,  the  right  slightly 
retired,  and  skirmishers,  covering  my  entire 
front,  were  thrown  forward  about  two  hundred 
yards. 

These  dispositions  made,  I  moved  forward 
through  a  dense  thicket,  and,  after  advancing 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers were  encountered  in  front  of  my  left 
and  centre,  the  two  regiments  on  the  right, 
Twenty-fourth  Mississippi  regiment  (Lieutenant- 
Colonel  McKelvane)  and  Twenty-seventy  Missis- 
sippi regiment  (Colonel  Campbell),  meeting  no 
opposition,  except  in  front  of  the  two  com- 
panies on  the  left  of  the  Twenty-seventh  regi- 
ment The  road  on  which  my  left  rested  in  the 
beginning  of  the  movement  turns  to  the  right 
at  a  point  two  or  three  hundred  yards  from  the 
bridge,  forming  a  right  angle.  At  this  point 
the  Thirty-fouith  Mississippi  regiment.  Major 
Pegram  commanding,  and  Thirtieth  Mississippi 
regiment.  Colonel  Scales  commanding,  in  ad- 
vancing passed  across  the  road  into  an  open 
field,  and  the  Twenty-ninth  Mississippi  regi- 
ment, Colonel  Brantley,  the  centre  regiment  of 
my  command,  being  immediately  opposite  the 
bridge,  was  stubbornly  resisted  for  about  fifteen 
minutes ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  the  reeiments 
to  the  left  of  this,  driving  the  skirmishers  of 
the  enemy  before  them,  swung  round  under  the 
enemy's  artillery  fire,  throu^  an  open  field, 
imtil  the  line  they  formed  was  nearly  at  right 
angles  to  that  formed  by  the  other  three  regi- 
ments, conforming  in  the  main  to  the  general 
direction  of  the  creek.  When  the  bridge  was 
gained  by  the  Twenty-ninth  Mississippi  reei- 
ment,  it  was  done  under  a  heavy  fire  &om  tne 
enemy  posted  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  creek, 
which  along  my  line  was  narrow,  but  deep, 
with  steep  banks  and  impassable.  The  bridge 
had  been  torn  up  by  the  enemy ;  but  this  fact, 
owine  to  the  density  of  the  undergrowth, 
coula  not  be  ascertained  until  the  bank  of  the 
creek  was  occupied.  The  Thirty-fourth  and 
Thirtieth  Mississippi  regiment^  aner  swinging 
to  the  right  as  above  mentioned  in  the  field, 
had  been  halted  by  their  commanderB  and  the 
men  ordered  to  lie  down,  the  enemy  having  dis- 
appeared in  their  front  I  then  directed  the 
skirmishers  of  these  regiments,  which  I  had  pre- 
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vionsly  ordered  to  be  pressed  forward,  to  be  re- 
called, and  the  regiments  to  move  by  the  right 
flank  until  they  closed  up  an  interval  between 
the  Thirtieth  and  Twenty-ninth,  near  the  angle 
in  the  line.  Fowler's  battery  of  my  brigade, 
during  the  engagement,  was  put  in  position  by 
the  Brigadier-General  commanding,  on  an  emi- 
nence to  the  left  of  my  line,  to  operate  on  a  bat- 
tery of  the  enemy  which  had  been  shelling  my 
line,  but  the  enemy  withdrew  his  pieces  while 
Captain  Fowler  was  getting  in  position,  and,  in 
the  meantime,  the  bridge  was  taken.  In  this 
action  the  Twenty-ninth  Mississippi  lost  heavily, 
and  in  the  Thirty-fourth  an  officer  and  twenty- 
four  enlisted  men  were  wounded.  The  Twen^- 
fourth  sustained  no  loss,  and  Twenty-seventh 
and  Thirtieth  but  slight.  When  the  condition 
of  the  bridge  was  reported  to  Major-Gkneral 
Walker,  he  directed  me  to  move  my  conmiand 
by  the  right  flank,  under  the  direction  of  a  guide 
fumishea  me,  towards  Byron's  Ford,  about  one 
mile  below  Alexander's  Bridge,  where  my  com- 
mand, followed  by  the  rest  of  Major-General 
Walker's  corps,  crossed,  without  opposition, 
and  moved  about  a  mile  towards  Lee  and  Gor- 
don's Mill,  on  the  Yinyard  road.  Night,  in  the 
meantime,'  coming  on,  I  halted,  under  orders 
from  the  Brigadier-General  commanding,  and  the 
next  morning,  soon  after  daylight,  I  moved  out, 
left  in  front,  following  Colonel  Grovan's  brigade. 
The  column  had  not  moved  more  than  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  when  it  was  halted,  and 
rested  on  the  road  side  until  about  eleven 
o'clock,  when  I  received  orders  from  the  Brig- 
adier-General commanding  to  advance  in  line  of 
battle.  After  moving  forward  two  or  three  hun- 
dred yards,  he  directed  mo  to  move  by  the  right 
flank,  and,  when  my  right  was  nearly  opposite  an 
old  shop  near  the  road,  to  halt,  and  nront,  and  ad- 
vance inline  of  battle.  Just  here  a  staff  officer 
from  Major-General  Walker  came  to  me  with 
orders  to  move  rapidly  forward,  as  Ector's  and 
Wilson  s  brigades  were  badly  cut  up  and  largely 
outnumbered  by  the  enemv.  Soon  the  General 
came  in  person,  and,  meeting  me  with  my  com- 
mand, gave  me  instructions  as  to  directions, 
localities,  &c.  With  Colonel  Govan's  brigade 
on  my  left,  I  moved  rapidly  forward  and  en- 
countered the  enemy  (before  I  had  advanced 
five  hundred  yards)  in  strong  force.  The  firing 
indicated  that  the  two  brigades  had  met  the 
enemy  along  the  whole  line  of  both  at  the  same 
time.  After  moving  forward  a  hundred  yards, 
or  so,  my  line  was  checked  for  a  moment  by  a 
heavy  artillery  and  musketry  fire,  but,  when 
ordered  to  advance,  the  whole  Une  moved 
promptly  forward  with  a  shout,  bres^ng  the 
trst  and  then  the  second  line  of  the  enemy, 
passing  over  two  full  batteries  and  capturing 
four  hundred  and  eleven  prisoners,  of  whom 
twenty-three  were  commissioned  officers.  The 
prisoners,  in  the  main,  claimed  to  be  from  the 
First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  and  Sixteenth 
United  States  infantry,  and  from  Company  H, 
Fifth  artillery,  and  one  First  Lieutenant  from 
Fourth  Indiapa  battery.    A  large  proportion  of 


the  artillery  horses  attached  to  the  batteries 
over  which  we  passed,  having  been  either 
killed  or  wounded,  it  was  impossible,  at  the 
time,  to  retire  the  pieces  as  they  were  gained. 
Lieutenant>Golonel  Reynolds,  field  officer  of  the 
day,  with  a  detail  from  the  Thirty-fourth  Mis- 
sissippi regiment,  removed  one  Parrott  gun  to 
the  rear,  which  was  delivered  to  Major  Palmer, 
Chief  of  Artillery  on  Major-Oenenu  Walker's 
staff. 

After  passing  beyond  the  second  line  of  the 
enemy  I  ascer&iined  that  he  was  turning  my 
right  flank,  and,  while  making  a  disposition  of 
my  right  regiment  in  the  effort  to  prevent  it, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Reynolds,  who  had  been  sent 
to  the  left  of  the  line  to  observe  the  operations 
there,  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy  were  al- 
ready upon  the  flank  of  my  left  regiment. 
Moving  towards  the  left  I  discovered  a  piece  of 
artillery  being  put  in  position,  opposite,  tnd 
within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  left  of  my 
line,  which  was  already  turned.  I  withdrew  my 
conunand  at  once,  the  engagement  having  lasted 
about  one  hour.  The  enemy  did  not  pursue, 
and  I  took  my  position,  under  orders  from  the 
Brigadier-General  commanding,  to  the  right  of 
the  position  from  which  Major-General  Cheat- 
ham's command  just  then  advanced. 

In  this  engagement  my  command  suffered 
heavily.  Lieutenan-Colonel  McKelvane,  coja- 
manding  Twenty-fourth  Mississippi  regiment, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Morgan,  of  the  'Twenty- 
ninth  Mississippi  regiment,  were  severely 
wounded.  Lieutenant>Golonel  McKelvane  re- 
mained in  command  of  his  regiment  (after  he 
was  wounded)  till  the  engagement  was  over.  Iii 
thQ  course  of  two  hours  from  this  time,  several 
immaterial  changes  having,  in  the  meantime, 
been  made  in  my  position,  Lieutenant-General 
Polk  directed  me  to  move  by  the  right  flank,  in 
extension  of  Major-General  Cheatham's  line,  tak- 
ing my  position  on  the  right  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral JacKson.  This  was  done  under  me  enemy's 
fire,  whose  purpose  seemed  to  be  to  turn  Gen- 
eral Cheatham's  right  flank.  Colonel  Govan's 
brigade  took  position  on  my  right,  whereupon 
the  Brigadier-General  commanding  ordered  his 
line  to  advance.  My  command  moved  forward 
some  three  or  four  hundred  yards,  the  enemy 
contesting  the  ground,  but  falling  back  until  the 
crest  of  a  ridge  in  front  of  me  had  been  gained. 
Here  the  enemy,  strongly  posted,  delivered  a 
very  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  small  arms.;  the 
advance  was  checked,  and  in  the  course  of  ten 
or  fifteen  minutes  my  line  was  forced  to  retire 
to  its  original  position  on  Brigadier-General 
Jackson's  right,  and  I  was  directed  by  the  Bri- 
gadier-General commanding  to  remain  there 
until  further  orders.  Four  guns  of  Fowler's 
battery  were  posted,  during  this  last  movement, 
in  rear  of  Liddcll's  division,  and  opened  fire  on 
a  battery  of  the  enemy  which  was  shelUng  the 
troops  on  the  left,  and  silenced  it  in  a  few  min- 
utes. One  section  under  Lieutenant  Phelan,  in 
an  attempt  to  follow  my  brigade  when  it  moved 
to  General  Cheatham's  right,  passed,  by  reasoa 
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of  another  command  being  mistaken  for  mine, 
beyond  the  right  of  my  line,  and  was  put  in 
position  at  a  point  where  the  infantry  support- 
ing it  was  forQBd  to  fall  back  before  a  superior 
force  of  the  enemy,  after  a  short  engagement. 
All  die  horses  of  one  piece  were  killed,  and  all 
bat  one  of  the  other  either  killed  or  wounded. 
One  piece  was  lost,  but  afterwards  recaptured ; 
the  other  was  brought  off.  The  loss  in  killed 
aod  wounded  in  this  section  was  heavy,  and  the 
pieces  used  with  great  effect. 

In  the  engagement  on  Saturday  afternoon 
Major  Pegram,  conmianding  the  Thirty-fourth 
Mississippi  regiment,  and  Major  Staples,  com- 
manding tlie  Twenty-fourth  Mississippi  regi- 
ment, were  severely  wounded,  and  Captain 
8mitb,  the  senior  Captain  of  the  latter,  having 
been  slightly  wounded,  the  command  of  that 
regiment  devolved  on  Captain  Toomer  till  the 
next  morning,  when  Captain  Smith  reported  for 
dnty  and  assumed  command.  The  command  of 
the  Thirty-fourth  regiment  devolved  on  .Captain 
Bowen  after  Major  Pegram  was  wounded.  When 
Captain  Fowler  reported  that  one  of  the  pieces 
under  Lieutenant  Phelan  had  been  lost  on  my 
right,  the  line  in  the  meantime  having  fallen 
back,  and  the  firing  having  ceased,  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Mississippi  regiment,  under  command  of 
Captain  Toomer,  was  sent  to  the  right,  under 
the  supervision  of  Lieutenant^olonel  Keynolds, 
field  officer  of  the  day,  to  a  point  opposite  where 
the  gim  was  said  by  Lieutenant  Phelan  to  have, 
been  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  moved  forward, 
driviDg  back  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  till  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  enemy,  who  had  retired 
from  the  position  he  occupied  when  the  gun 
was  taken,  had  removed  the  gun  before  falling 
back.  The  regiment  was  then  ordered  back  to 
its  proper  position  in  line. 

At  an  early  hour  on  Sunday  morning  my  com- 
mand was  moved  by  the  left  flank,  by  order  of 
the  Brigadier-General  commanding,  to  the  rear 
of  Major-Greneral  Cheatham*s  line  and  then  back, 
past  the  position  where  it  had  spent  the  night, 
to  die  right,  a  distance  of  about  a  mile  and  a-nalf 
in  rear  oi  where  Major-Gkneral  Breckinridge's 
forces  were  engaged,  and  halted  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  Chattanooga  road. 
About  twelve  o'clock,  and  after  one  or  two  im- 
important  changes  of  position,  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Polk  directed  me  to  move  to  the  left,  to  a 
point  to  be  indicated  by  Major  Ratchford,  of 
lieutenant-General  Hill's  staff,  to  the  support  of 
Brigadier-General  Polk.  I  moved  by  the  left 
fiauK  to  the  point  indicated  by  Major  Ratchford, 
who  accompanied  me,  and  advanced  my  line 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  which  com- 
menced before  I  got  into  position.  I  pressed 
forward  two  or  three  hundred  yards  under  this 
fire  through  dense  under-growth,  until  tlie  enemy 
opened  fire  on  my  left  flank  from  the  angle  of  his 
fortifications  just  opposite.  About  the  same 
time  an  impreBsion--afterwards  shown  to  be 
unfounded — was  produced  by  stragglers,  and 
unong  them  one  officer,  falling  back  from  some 
line  to  the  right  of  my  immediate  front,  that  the 


right  of  my  line  had  fired  into  our  own  friends ; 
so  dense  was  the  thicket  that  it  was  impossible 
to  ascertain,  at  the  moment,  the  exact  position 
of  any  line,  nor  was  I  able  to  find  Brigadier- 
General  Polk's  command.  My  left  having  been 
driven  back,  I  ordered  the  right  to  cease  firing 
and  retired  it,  and  re-formed  my  line  under  cover 
of  the  hill,  and  reported  the  fact  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Hill,  who  directed  me  to  hold  the  posi- 
tion which  I  occupied,  guarding  well  my  left ; 
my  right  and  centre  being  then  covered  by 
another  command,  which  luid  fallen  back,  and 
was  re-forming  very  near  me.  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Reynolds,  of  the  Thirtieth  Mississippi 
regiment,  whom  but  a  short  time  before  I  had 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Thirty-fourth 
Mississippi  regiment,  fell,  mortally  wounded,  at 
his  post  of  duty,  just  before  the  left  of  my  line 
gave  way  under  a  flank  lire,  as  above  stated, 
and  died  soon  afterwards.  No  braver  man  or 
better  soldier  fell  upon  the  field  of  Chickamauga 
Hian  this  faithful  ana  accomplished  officer,  whose 
loss  is  deeply  deplored  throughout  this  com* 
mand.  In  his  death  the  service  sustains  a  heavy 
loss.  Major  Johnson,  of  the  Thirtieth  Mississippi 
regiment,  was  wounded  about  the  same  time, 
but,  his  wound  being  slight^  he  did  not  quit  the 
field. 

In  a  short  time  after  my  line  was  re-formed,  I 
was  ordered  by  the  Brigadier-General  command- 
ing to  move  my  command  bv  the  right  flank 
some  four  hundred  yards,  and  forward  about  half 
that  distance,  and  await  orders.  The  right  of  my 
brigade  rested  in  a  field,  near  a  fence,  and  the 
centre  and  left  in  the  woods,  just  in  rear  of  a 
little  prairie.  In  this  position,  with  my  battexv 
posted  near  the  centre  of  my  line,  and  Govan  s 
brigade  on  my  left,  I  remained  until  about  five 
o'clock,  when  I  received  orders  from  the  Criga- 
dier-General  commanding  that  the  line  would 
advance,  and  to  move  my  command  forward, 
guiding  left  I  put  it  in  motion,  my  brigade 
being  then  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line,  and 
met  no  opposition  even  from  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers until  I  was  in  sight  of  the  Chattanooga 
road,  near  McDonald's  house.  Here  the  skur- 
mishers,  fixing  from  behind  the  house  and  the 
out-houses  of  the  settlement,  resisted  my  advance 
for  a  moment,  but  soon  most  of  them  ned,  a  few 
surrendering.  I  moved  across  the  road  and  into 
the  open  field  beyond,  and  was  ordered  by  the 
Brigadier-General  commanding  to  halt  about  two 
hundred  yards  from  the  road,  and  let  the  men  lie 
down  till  he  could  put  the  batteries  of  his 
division  on  my  right ;  and  to  this  he  gave  his 
personal  attention.  While  my  line  was  advanc- 
ing unopposed,  a  continuous  fire  was  he&rd  to 
my  left,  and  most  of  it  seemed  to  be  on  the  left 
01  Go  van's  brigade,  and  as  the  division  advanced 
this  firing  was  continued  to  its  left  and  rear.  In 
the  field  m  which  my  line  was  halted,  Govan's 
brigade  also  halted,  in  extension  of  my  line. 
Skirmishers  were  kept  two  or  three  hundred 
yards  in  front.  The  order  to  lie  down  had 
scarcely  been  given  and  executed,  when  the 
whole  Une  was  enfiladed  from  three  batteries — 
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ono  on  the  hill  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cloud's 
house ;  another  within  three  hundred  yards  of 
the  right  of  my  line,  concealed  in  a  clump  of 
bushes  (both  these  on  the  right):  and  one  to  the 
left  of  Go  van,  near  the  Chattanooga  road.  Soine 
of  our  pieces  were  turned  upon  the  batteries  to 
the  right,  and  used  to  tlie  best  advantage  under 
the  circumstances,  but  neither  was  silenced. 
After  enduring  a  very  heavy  fire  for  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes  from  uiese  three  batteries,  with  no  enemy 
to  be  seen  in  front,  the  brigade  to  my  left  gave 
way,  and  n)y  own  soon  followed,  falling  back  in 
confusion  under  a  furious  cannonade.  The  ene- 
my, from  the  woods  to  the  right,  soon  appeared 
and  occupied  the  road  in  time  to  cut  off  and  cap- 
ture most  of  the  skirmishers,  with  several  of 
their  officers,  who  covered  my  front  in  the  field. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Scales,  commanding  Thirtieth 
Mississippi  regiment,  was  captured  here,  and 
Lieutenant43olonel  Jones,  Twenty-seventh  Mis- 
sissippi regiment,  then  acting  as  field  officer  of 
the  day,  waQ  wounded.  He,  however,  returned 
to  duty  next  morning.  With  the  tliree  remain- 
ing field  officers  (and  one  of  them  slightlv 
wounded,  but  still  on  duty)  out  of  the  ten  witti 
whom  I  had  gone  into  action  on  Satiu'day  morn- 
ing, my  broken  line  was  promptly  re-formed 
and  moved  forward.  The  enemy  had  withdrawn 
before  I  i^in  reached  the  Chattanooga  road, 
and  I  was  ordered  by  the  Brigadier-General 
commanding,  soon  after,  to  take  position  in  a 
field  to  the  right  of  Govan*s  brigaoe,  which  was 
posted  near  McDonald's  house  and  east  of  the 
Chattanooga  read,  and  to  construct  such  tem- 
porarv  protections  for  the  men  as  could  be  made 
of  rails,  etc..  in  front  of  my  lines.  Just  after  I  got 
into  tlie  field  with  my  command,  I  was  directed 
by  the  Brigadier-General  commanding  to  move 
it  bac^k  into  the  woods,  in  rear  of  Colonel  Govan ; 
two  shells,  to  which  the  enemy  replied  from  a 
battery  in  front,  having  been  thrown  directly 
over  my  line  from  some  battery  in  my  rear,  the 
first  one  exploding  just  over  the  Twenty-fourth 
Mississippi  regiment  and  severely  wounding  a 
man  of  that  command. 

The  next  day  the  whole  corps  moved  toward 
Chattanooga  by  the  main  road,  it  having  been 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  retired  during 
the  night  In  this  battle,  out  of  ten  field  officers, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-four  company  officers, 
and  sixteen  hundred  and  eighty-three  enlisted 
men,  which  I  carried  in,  I  lost  seven  hundred 
and  five,  of  whom  sixty-nine  were  killed  and 
twelve  have  since  died  from  their  wounds.  A 
full  report  of  casualties  is  herewith  submitted. 

To  all  of  my  regimental  commanders,  and  to 
Captain  Fowler,  of  Fowler's  battery.  I  am  in- 
debted for  their  cordial  support,  ana  a  gallant, 
faithful,  and  skilful  discharge  of  duty  at  au  times 
during  the  battle,  as  I  am  to  the  officers  and  men 
of  their  commands,  for  the  coolness,  daring  and 
persistence  (except  in  a  very  few  instances) 
which  marked  their  action  throughout  all  the  en- 
gagements. For  individual  instances  of  gallantry, 
etc.,  for  a  more  perfect  understanding  of  de- 
tails, I 'respectfully  refer  to  the  reports  of  regi- 


mental and  battery  commanders,  herewith  sub- 
mitted. To  the  several  members  of  my  staff 
my  ^anks  are  due  for  the  valuable  aid  I  re- 
ceived at  their  hands,  by  means  of  their  prompt 
attention  to  all  their  duties,  and  their  gallant 
bearing  under  all  circumstances. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  Walthaix, 
Brigadier-General  oommasding. 

BEPORT  OF  BRIOADIEB^ENEBAL  A.  M.  MAKIGACJLT. 

HBADQUABTSn  llAKIGllTLr^S  BRIOAZa,  HXNIMfAK'B  DlVISICef,) 

Potx's  GoxFs,  Arxt  or  T^xxessb,        V 
VsaaotiAXT  Bidok,  Tkux.,  October  8,  1863.  J 

Mqjor  J,  P.   Wilson^  Assistant  AcfftUant-Gen- 

eral: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this,  my 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the 
late  battle  of  Chickamauga  and  on  the  two  days 
preceding  it : 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  September 
(having  left  our  encapment  near  Lafayette  the 
previous  evening],  when  about  a  mile  and  a 
naif  from  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  on  Chicka- 
mauga Creek — the  enemy  opening  upon  our 
column  whilst  on  the  march,  from  a  battery  on 
the  opposite  side — ^we  were  ordered  to  form  a 
line  of  battle  fronting  the  enemy's  position  ,which 
threw  my  command,  the  right  resting  on  the 
road,  obliquely  across  an  open  field,  our  front 
being  covered  by  skirmishers  deployed  from 
each  regiment  under  the  command  of  Major 
Butler,  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Alabama  regiment 
Here  the  men  were  ordered  to  lie  down,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery, 
which  had  begun  to  open  upon  our  lines,  caus- 
ing a  loss  of  six  men  in  the  Tenth  and  Nine- 
teenth South  Carolina  regiments.  This  position 
was  afterwards  changed,  in  order  to  bring  our 
right  nearer  to  General  Deas'  left,  whose  bri- 
gade extended  beyond  me  to  the  right  Bivou- 
acking near  the  road  that  night,  we  again  occu- 
pied a  position  near  the  same  place,  but  with 
the  lines  advanced  and  the  left  tnrown  forward 
some  three  or  four  hundred  yards  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  the  enemy's  artillery  occasion- 
ally throwing  a  few  shots  in  our  neighborhood, 
but  without  effect.  Our  skirmishers  kept  up 
a  steady  fire  with  those  of  the  enemy  oppos- 
ing them,  suffering  a  small  loss  on  their  own 
part 

In  the  afternoon  of  this  day  (September  nine- 
teenth) we  received  orders,  through  the  division 
commander,  to  move  with  the  division  to  join 
the  main  body  of  the  army,  a  portion  of  which 
had  become  engaged,  the  battle  having  com- 
menced. Moving  by  the  right  flank,  and  fol- 
lowing the  brigade  of  GenerJ.  Deas,  we  crossed 
the  Chickamauga  at  Hunt's  Ford,  wading  to 
the  west  bank.  Continuing  to  move  on  for  a 
distance  of  about  two  miles,  we  arrived  upon 
the  ground  in  the  neighborhood  of  which 
Ho(t(rs  division  had  been  engaged  during  the 
afternoon.  It  was  understood  that  we  were  to  sup- 
port this  division.  The  brigade  was  then  form- 
ed in  line,  with  that  of  General  Deas  upon  the 
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right,  and  Andersou's  as  a  sujpport^  a  few  hun- 
dred yards  in  rear — our  line  facing  directly  west 
It  was  now  after  sunset,  when  the  order  to 
move  forward  was  received,  and  we  advanced, 
dressing  to  the  right,  some  four  or  five  hun- 
dred yards,  moving  forward  slowly  and  with 
difficulty,  owing  to  the  dense  growth  through 
which  we  had  to  pass.  Skirmishers  were 
thrown  to  the  front,  the  line  having  been  halted. 

The  skirmishers  and  the  left  companies  of  the 
Thirty-fourth  Alabama  regiment,  on  the  extreme 
left  of  the  brigade,  a  short  time  after  night-fall 
(twice)  became  engaged  with  a  force  of  the 
enemy,  beheved  to  be  a  reconnoitring  party, 
in  which  that  raiment  lost  some  twelve  or  thir- 
teen men  killed  and  wounded,  but  in  each  in- 
stance inflicting  a  severe  loss  upon  the  enemy 
and  driving  them  back.  Falling  back  from  the 
above  position,  by  order  of  the  division  com- 
mander, about  nine  o'clock  that  night  we  re- 
joined ^e  line  of  battle,  a  portion  of  tne  brigade 
filling  the  space  between  the  left  of  Hood%  di- 
vision and  the  right  of  Major-General  Buckner's 
corps. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth  of  Septem- 
ber (Sunday),  at  an  early  hour,  our  final  hue  of 
battle  was  complete— the  brigade  being  in  the 
front  line,  General  Deas,  with  his  brigade,  being 
on  mv  right,  and  my  left  resting  on  Colonel 
^l^gg  8  brigade,  of  Preston's  division,  Buckner's 
corps.  My  instructions  were  to  move  forward 
when  the  brigade  to  my  right  moved — ^the  attack 
commencing  on  the  right  of  the  army-r-the  move- 
ment being  taken  up  successively  by  each  divis- 
ion and  brigade  towards  the  left,  and  I  was  also 
informed  that  the  troops  on  my  left  would  move 
forward  in  like  manner.  At  about  half-past 
eleven  a.  m.  (the  action  havine  commenced  on 
the  right  at  about  ten  o'clock),  General  Deas' 
brigade  began  its  forward  movement,  and  my 
own  was  given  the  order  to  advance,  llie  guide 
being  to  the  right,  in  order  to  preserve  a  con- 
tinuous Jine  (as  much  as  possible)  with  that  por- 
tion of  the  division  on  the  right,  the  men  were 
obliged  to  move  forward  at  a  very  rapid  pace. 
Skirmishers,  covering  the  entire  front,  preceded 
our  advance  at  a  distance  of  from  one  hundred 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  The  brigade 
moved  steadily  on  for  a  distance  of  some  six  or 
seven  hundred  yards  before  meeting  with  any 
opposition,  when  we  found  the  enemy  in  our 
front,  posted  near  the  crest  of  a  hill,  a  gradual 
ascent  leading  to  it ;  and  behind  breastworks  of 
logs  and  timber  their  infantry  lay,  opening  upon 
the  command  a  heavy  fire  at  short  range  from 
their  positions  of  fancied  security.  At  this 
point  toe  Tenth  and  Nineteenth  South  (Carolina 
regiments  were  partially  in  a  wood ;  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Alabama  regimeqt  was  exposed  in  an  open 
field  in  front  of  them,  and  in  the  centre  of  which 
was  planted  a  Federal  battery ;  several  pieces 
of  artillery  also  being  in  the  wood  on  our  right 
Waters'  battery,  which  had  followed  in  rear  of 
the  brigade,  occupied  our  centre,  the  Twenty- 
eigh^  Alabama  regiment  on  the  left  o{  it  its 
right  being  on  the  west  edge  of  the  same  neld 


and  extending  into  a  wood  beyond,  and  the 
Thirty-fourth  Alabama  regiment  to  the  left  of 
this  wood,  also  in  an  open  field,  with  thick 
woods  in  their  front  The  entire  line  now  be- 
came hotly  engaged,  the  Tenth  and  Nineteenth 
South  Oarolina  and  the  Twenty-fourth  Alabama 
regiments  advancing  to  within  eighty  yards  of 
the  enemy's  breastworks,  receiving  and  eiving 
a  heavy  fire.  Here  they  were  diecked  ana, 
from  the  severity  of  the  fire,  thrown  into  some 
confusion,  not  so  much  from  the  fire  in  their 
front  as  from  a  heavy  enfilade  fire  from  the  ene- 
my on  their  left,  which  caused  a  heavy  loss,  but 
they  almost  immediately  advanced  again  and 
drove  the  enemy  from  his  works,  capturing 
many  prisoners  and  three  pieces  of  artillery. 
The  Twenty-eighth  and  Thirty-fourth  Alabama 
regiments  moved  steadily  forward,  also  receiv- 
ing a  heavy  fire,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the 
works  in  their  front  Finding  myself  at  this 
time  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  army,  the  forces 
on  my  left,  which,  when  in  line  of  battle,  I  had 
been  told  would  advance  simultaneously  with 
me,  had  not  done  so  (the  information  which  I 
had  received  being,  I  suppose,  incorrect),  and 
that  my  left  flank  was  overkpped,  as  far  as  could 
be  seen,  by  several  regiments  of  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry, and  not  knowing  how  heavy  the  enemy's 
force  was  in  this  direction — ^my  three  right  regi- 
ments being  thrown  in  much  confusion,  and  a 
large  force  of  the  enemy  advancing  through  the 
field  on  my  centre  to  recover  their  lost  ground 
and  three  pieces  of  artillery  which  had  been  cap- 
tured by  the  Nineteenth  South  Oarolina,  whicn, 
however,  the  enemy  did  not  succeed  in  doing — 
I  ordered  the  brigade  to  fall  back  about  three 
hundred  yards,  across  the  Chattanooga  and  La- 
fayette road.  In  this  movement  the  two  left 
regiments,  the  Twenty-eighth  and  Thirt)»-fourth 
Alabama,  fell  back  with  an  unbroken  front  In 
retiring  the  battery,  the  pole  of  the  limber  of  a 
piece  having  been  broken,  the  piece  was  for 
a  time  abandoned.  However,  Colonel  Reid, 
commanding  Twenty-eighth  Alabama  regiment, 
moved  his  regiment  forward,  deploying  two 
companies  as  ucirmishers,  and  succeeded  in  re- 
covering it 

Just  after  having  given  the  order  for  the  re- 
tirement of  the  brigade.  General  Anderson's 
command  of  Mississippians,  the  reserve  of  the 
division,  came  gallantly  forward  and  swept  by 
me,  his  left  regiment  covering  some  four  or  five 
companies  of  my  right  regiment  The  Tenth 
South  (Carolina,  Colonel  Pressley  commanding, 
the- Sixteenth  and  Nineteenth  South  Carolina, 
with  several  companies,  there  joined  him,  and 
continued  to  move  forward.  Previous  to  {he 
advance  of  General  Anderson,  I  had  sent  to 
General  Buckner  to  request  that  the  brigade 
which  had  been  on  my  left  whilst  in  line  (Trigg's 
brigade)  should  be  sent  forward  to  my  support 
They  soon  made  their  appearance,  but  the  enemy 
had  fallen  back,  owing  to  the  advance  of  Gren- 
erals  Deaa  and  Anderson,  and  others  on  my 
right;  they  apprehending,  in  aU  probability, 
that  they  tbemselvea  womd  be  cut  ofi^  seeing* 
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also  that  reinforcementB  were  coming  to  my  as- 
Bistance. 

The  line  having  been  re-formed.  Hie  brigade 
was  then  moved  forward  and  was  placeo,  by 
order  of  General  Hindman,  on  the  rigiit  of  .Gen- 
eral Deas'  brigade,  then  occnpying  a  portion  of 
a  ridge  west  of  the  road  known  afl  the  Rossville 
road.  Here  we  remained  but  a  short  time,  when 
orders  were  received  from  the  same  source  to 
report  to  General  Bnshrod  Johnson,  whose  com- 
mand was  then  heavily  pressed,  on  a  succession 
of  ridees  which  lay  east  of  our  present  position, 
about  naif  a  mile  to  our  right,  and  to  the  east  of 
the  Rossville  road.  The  command  was  imme- 
diately moved  and  formed  on  the  summit  of  one 
of  the  ridges  before  alluded  to,  the  b'ne  being  at 
right  angles  with  that  occupied  in  the  morning 
and  running  east  and  west  My  right  coverea 
the  battery  of  Captain  Dent,  which  we  foimd, 
to  move  to  the  support  of  General  Johnson, 
already  in  position ;  the  centre  rested  in  a  gorge 
between  the  ridge  on  which  the  battery  stood 
and  the  left,  which  crowned  a  second  ridge; 
having  the  brigade  of  General  Deas  on  the  left, 
the  right  of  his  brigade,  however,  covering  six 
companies  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Alabama  regi- 
ment Skirmishers  having  been  thrown  'for- 
ward, immediately  developed  the  enemy  not 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred 
yards  in  our  front,  with  a  battery  in  position. 

About  half  past  three  o'clock,  naving  received 
orders  from  General  Bushrod  Johnson,  under 
whose  supervision  the  movement  was  to  be 
made,  to  swing  my  line  round,  making  a  right- 
half  wheel,  which  wheel  was  to  be  continued 
if  practicable,  in  order  to  envelop  the  enemy  in 
our  front  and  drive  him  back  upon  the  centre 
of  our  lines,  General  Deas  on  my  left  to  com- 
mence ^he  movement,  and  each  successive  bri- 
gade to  conform  to  the  wheel,  keeping  the 
touch  of  the  right  and  dressing  to  the  left,  the 
troops  were  set  in  motion,  and  here  commenced 
one  of  the  most  desperate  contests  of  the  day. 
The  movement  was  scarce  begun  ere  the  entire 
line  became  engaged,  and  a  deadly  fire  of  mus- 
ketry and  canister  was  opened  upon  it  at  short 
range.  The  line  for  a  short  time  was  thrown  in 
much  confusion,  but  was  quickly  rallied  and 
again  advanced ;  again  and  again  were  they 
driven  back,  but  as  promptly  raUied  and  moved 
forward  again,  at  each  advance  driving  the  ene- 
my still  further  from  their  ori^nal  position. 
Nothing  but  the  determined  valor  of  our  sol- 
diers could  have  withstood  the  withering  volleys 
poured  into  them  by  the  enemy,  who  at  this 
point  certainly  fought  with  great  obstinacy. 

The  field  and  company  officers  were,  as  a  gen- 
eral rule,  conspicuous  for  their  good  conduct, 
urging  and  cheering  on  the  men,  and  themselves 
setting  an  example  to  which  their  men  nobly 
responded.  After  a  contest  of  nearly  three 
hours,  victory  crowned  Iheir  efforts,  and  the  foe 
were  baffled  and  beaten  and  many  taken  prison- 
ers. Owing  to  the  exposed  position  of  the 
Thir1y-foiu&  Alabama  regiment,  and  to  the  fact 
that  a  large  number  of  the  enemy  BtiU  remained 


on  our  left,  this  regiment  could  never  get  ahead, 
and  was,  together  with  a  large  number  of  men 
from  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  held 
in  hand  to  prevent  any  demonstration  of  the 
enemy  on  our  flank. 

It  was  after  sunset  when  the  firing  ceased, 
and  night  ended  the  contest  The  men,  com- 
pletely exhausted  by  their  long  continued  ef- 
forts, had  the  proud  satisfaction  of  knowing  thai 
they  had  been  victorious  in  every  part  of  the 
field,  and  that  their  efforts  had  contributed  no 
small  share  to  the  earning  of  this  great  victory. 

I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  list  of 
killed  and  wounded  already  handed  in.  We 
have  to  deplore  the  loss  of  many  breve  officers 
and  men  who  fell  on  that  bloody  field.  The  loss 
of  no  one  will  be  felt  more  keenlv  than  that  of 
Captain  D.  £.  Hu^er,  Assistant  Lispector-Geo- 
eral  of  my  staff,  wno  fell  about  a  half*  hour  be- 
fore sunset,  pierced  through  Ihe  heart  by  a  rifle 
ball,  and  expired  immecuately.  Earnest  and 
zealous  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  he^had 
made  himself  respected  and  beloved  in  this  com- 
mand by  his  gentle,  manly  manners,  his  impar- 
tial and  consistent  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
his  department,  and  by  his  ^reat  courage,  cool- 
ness, and  judgment  in  action.  The  TwentjF- 
fourth  Alaoama  also  lost  one  of  its  most  efficient 
officers,  Captain  O'Brien,  a  gentleman  of  aooona- 
plished  mind,  a  brave  and  gallant  officer.  Cap- 
tain Chamberlain  and  Lieutenant  Cooper,  of  the 
same  regiment,  were  severely  wounded,  aud 
their  valuable  services  will  be  for  a  long  period 
lost  to  their  country. 

The  following  named  officers  were  diatiii- 
guished  for  their  conduct  on  the  field,  and  1  take 
pleasure  in  bringing  them  to  your  attention  in 
this  report :  LieutenantOolonel  Julius  8.  Pof- 
cher.  Tenth  South  Carolina  volunteers;  Major 
J.  L.  White,  Nineteenth  South  Oarolina  volun- 
teers, and  Adjutant  Fenell,  of  same  regiment 

Of  the  Twenty-fourth  Alabama  regiment. 
Captains  Hazard,  Oliver,  McCraken,  Fowler,  and 
Hall,  Lieutenants  Higley,  Chapman,  Padiam, 
Dunlap,  Young,  Euholm,  Hood,  Hanley,  Nor- 
thrup.  Short,  Adjutant  Jennison,  Sergeant-Major 
Minck,  and  Color-Sergeant  Moody,  b^iaved  wi& 
great  gallantry. 

Lieutenant  Jordan,  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Alv 
bama,  conducted  himself  in  a  most  conspicuous 
manner,  and  I  regret  to  say  was  killed  during 
the  action.  Of  the  same  regiment,  Cantains 
Hopkins  and  Ford,  Lieutenant  Graham  and  Act- 
ing Adjutant  Wood,  throughout  the  action,  were 
distinguished  for  their  gallant  conduct  Gap- 
tain  Keise,  A.  Q.  M.,  and  Commissary  Sergeant 
Craig,  were  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties  in  their  respective  departments.  Thirty- 
fourth  Alabama  regiment,  Lieutenants  Mitcbcl, 
Lambert,  Oliver,  Crochett,  and  Bickerstaff^  be- 
haved in  a  manner  to  attract  attention. 

I  cannot  close  my  report  without  referring 
specially  to  the  conduct  and  bearing  of  ColonS 
J.  C.  Reid,  commanding,  and  Major  W.  L.  But- 
ler, Tiventv-eighth  Alaoama  regunent;  Oolonel 
J.  F.  Ft'essley,  commanding  Tenth  South  Oaro- 
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Una;  Ckdonel  N.  N.  Dayis,  oommandisg,  and 
lieutenant  Colonel  B.  Sawyer,  Twenty-fourth 
Alabama  regiment,  and  Major  Slaughter,  com- 
manding Thirty-fourth  Alabama  regiment,  and 
to  their  individual  exertions  is  to  be  attributed 
much  of  the  success  which  attended  our  arms 
on  that  day.  Untiring  in  their  efforts,  they  set 
an  example  to  their  commands  by  their  personal 
daring,  ue  effect  of  which  was  visible  in  many 
instances. 

To  my  staff  I  am  indebted  for  the  most  valuable 
assistance.  Captain  C.  J.  Walker,  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant-Generad,  and  Lieutenant  W.  E.  Huger, 
Aid-de-Camp,  who  fearlessly  exposed  their  per- 
sons, carrying  and  executing  orders  under  the 
most  trying  circumstances.  Lieutenant  Malone, 
Brigade  Provost-Marshal,  was  active  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty,  and  rendered  efficient  ser- 
vice in  the  prevention  of  straggling,  forcing 
many,  who  were  unwilling  to  face  the  neavy  fire 
to  which  they  had  been  exposed,  back  into  their 
proper  positions. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  vour  attention  to  the  re- 
port of  the  r^imental  commanders,  who  have 
more  particuLi^y  specified  the  names,  rank,  &c., 
of  parties  conspicuous  for  their  conduct  in  their 
respective  regiments,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
battle  of  CSiickamauga. 

I  have  the  honor.  Major,  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  M.  Manioaxtlt, 

Brlgadler-GeiieFB],  commanding  Brigade. 


REFCffiT  OF  BBIGADIER^ENERAL  Z.  C  DEAS. 

Hbaoquarsbs  DBAS*  BsiQAin,  lEbNincjur's  Dtvmoir, 
Fdlk'8  Cows,  Aiticr  op  Tsnatsani, 
UaaamuBT  Bidok,  Botfou  Chaixakoooa,  Oct.  9, 1888. 
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^0^  J-  P-  WiUan^  Asfistant  AtfjuiatU-Oeneral 

Hindman^B  Division : 

Majob:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in 
the  action  of  the  nmeteenth  and  twentieth  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  on  Chickamauga  Creek : 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  £e  seventeenth  Sep- 
tember, my  brigade,  with  the  division,  left  La- 
fayette and  bivouacked  for  the  night  near 
Worthon's  Gap.  The  next  morning  we  moved 
forward  and  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  east 
side  of  Chickamauga  Creek,  opposite  to  Lee  and 
Gordon's  Mill,  where  we  had  skirmishing  and 
artillery  firing,  off  and  on,  during  that  and  the 
next  day,  until  the  division  was  relieved  by  that 
of  General  Breckinridge,  and  ordered'  to  cross 
the  creek  at  Hunt's  Ford,  about  one  and  a  half 
miles  below.  Soon  after  crossing,  we  came 
under  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  when  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  form  on  the  right  of  Manigault's 
brigade,  with  General  Anderson  supporting,  and 
move  forward,  which  I  did  prompti^,  but  before 
I  reached  the  line  of  the  enemv  it  was  dark. 
All  fighting  having  ceased,  I  fell  back,  under 
orders,  a  short  distance,  and  bivouacked  for  the 
night 

At  early  daylight,  I  again  moved  forward  to 
take  my  position  in  line,  which  was  at  the, time 
occupied  by  a  portion  of  a  division  under  Bri- 


gadier-General Law,  which  was  moving  by  the 
right  fiank  to  make  room  for  me ;  but  it  was 
seven,  or  perhaps  even  as  late  as  eight  o'clock, 
before  my  entire  brigade  got  into  position,  with 
Brigadier-General  Manigault's  on  my  left,  and 
Brigadier-General  Anderson's  in  support  Here 
I  received  instructions  that  the  fighting  would 
commence  on  the  right  and  gradually  extend 
towards  the  left,  each  brigade  attacking  as  the 
one  on  its  right  became  engaged. 

A  few  minutes  after  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  heavy 
firing  of  infantry  and  artillery  on  the  right  an- 
nounced that  the  fight  had  commenced  in  earnest 
About  twenty  minutes  after  eleven  the  brigade 
on  mv  right  (Gregg's)  moved  forward  and  en- 
gaged the  enemv.  I  immediately  followed,  and 
by  the  time  I  had  advanced  three  hundred  yards, 
saw  the  line  of  the  enemv  behind  a  breastwork 
of  logs,  at  sight  of  which  my  men  rushed  for- 
ward with  a  yell,  and,  charging  the  defences, 
took  them  without  faltering.  As  they  climbed 
over,  some  six  or  seven  hundred  of  the  enemy 
threw  down  their  arms  and  hurried  through  our 
lines  to  the  rear.  These  works  were  at  the 
foot  of  a  gradually  sloping  hill  of  considera- 
ble height,  just  bevond  tiie  crest  of  which  were 
posted  about  twelve  pieces  of  artil  <nry,  and  in 
front  of  them,  a  little  lower  down,  v  is  another 
work  of  the  enemy,  which  was  carr»'*d  by  my 
brave  and  gallant  men  without  a  moment's  Al- 
tering. About  twelve  pieces  of  artillery  were 
taken  here. 

By  the  time  I  gained  the  crest  of  the  hill  my 
bri^ule  (which  had  for  some  distance  been  mov- 
ing at  a  double-quick,  passing  in  this  manner 
over  two  works  of  the  enemy)  became  some- 
what scattered,  and  were,  in  consequence, 
checked  for  the  moment  in  their  onward  move- 
ment It  was  at  this  period  that  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Anderson's  gallant  Mississippi  brigade  came 
to  my  assistance,  and  as  my  men  saw  them  coming 
they  moved  forward  again  and,  in  conjunction 
with  this  brigade,  captured  several  other  pieces  of 
artillery  and  scattered  the  enemy  in  our  front  so 
effectually  that  they  never  rallied  or  re-formed 
again  during  the  day  on  this  part  of  the  field. 
During  this  charge,  my  brieade  occupied  the 
extreme  left  of  the  army,  wim  the  exception  of 
Brigadier-General  Anderson's,  which,  from  beine 
in  support,  had  got  on  my  left  I  now  haltea 
and  re-formed  my  brigade,  to  be  used  as  emer- 
gencies might  require ;  ana,  learning  that  Major- 
General  Hmdman  was  near  by,  reported,  in  per- 
son, and  received  orders  to  move  to  tiie  rear 
and  right,  and  assist  the  troops  then  engaged, 
which  proved  to  be  Brigadier-General  Bushroa 
Johnson's  division.  I  should  here  state  that  my 
men  killed,  esxlj  in  the  fight,  and  bore  off  the 
body  of  Brigadier-General  Lytle,  United  States 
army. 

In  moving  back  to  take  a  new  position,  Bri- 
gadier-General Anderson's  brigade  and  mine 
came  together,  but  soon  separated  again,  he 
going  to  the  right,  and  I  to  the  left,  to  form  on 
the  left  of  Bri^dier-General  Buslirod  Johnson ; 
but  on  taking  my  position,  under  instructions 
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from  him,  I  found  there  was  a  gap  of  about  six 
or  seven  hundred  yards.  General  Manigault, 
coming  up  some  time  after  this  with  his  brigade , 
was  ordered  by  Major-Greneral  Hmdman  to  fill 
up  this  gap.  To  get  into  line  with  these  bri- 
gades, it  was  necessary  for  me  to  make  a  right 
wheel  and  to  form  a  line  at  right  angles  with  my 
last  It  was  now  about  four  o'clock.  My  line 
having  been  formed,  I  was  ordered  by  Creneral 
Johnson  to  make  a  right  wheel  again,  or  swing 
to  the  right,  which  brought  me  in  collision  with 
the  enemy.  My  brigade  at  this  time  being  the 
extreme  left  of  the  army,  and  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Rossville  road,  formed  a  line  facing  almost 
to  the  left  flank  of  the  one  I  occupied  in  tiie 
morning.  Here  commenced  an  attack  on  the 
right  and  rear  of  Thomas's  or  Granger *s  corps, 
posted  on  a  steep  hill,  on  which  was  planted  ar- 
tillery. My  brigade  was  at  this  time  with- 
out any  support  whatever.  The  ascent  of  this 
hill  was  exceedingly  difl&cult,  besides  being  very 
steep.  Here  I  met  with  the  most  obstinate  re- 
sistance I  had  encountered  during  the  day,  and, 
after  contending  with  the  enemy  in  this  unequal 
position  during  an  hour  and  a  half,  my  men  in 
this  time  having  been  partially  driven  back  sev- 
eral times,  my  whole  line  was  Anally  driven 
down  the  hill.  After  re-forming  in  an  adjoining 
hollow,  I  again  moved  forward  and  found  that 
the  attack  on  the  enemy  had  been  so  severe  that 
they  were  not  disposed  to  risk  another  engage- 
ment, and  had  retired,  leaving  me  in  possession 
of  the  field. 

It  was  now  dark,  and  I  posted  my  command 
BO  as  to  hold  the  Rossville  road,  on  which  I 
then  was,  and  then  sent  forward  scouts  one  milo 
to  the  front,  who  reported  no  enemy,  but  cap- 
tured about  fifty  prisoners.  Here  I  bivouacked 
for  the  night 

The  nature  of  the  ground  over  which  the 
battle  was  fought  did  not  admit  of  the  free  use 
of  artillery,  but  Dent's  battery,  which  was 
attached  to  my  brigade,  followed  it  closely  dur- 
ing the  morning  attack,  firing,  however,  only  a 
few 'shots;  but  in  the  afternoon  it  rendered 
signal  service,  fighting  at  the  time  with  other 
commands  on  my  right  The  officers  deserve 
special  mcntton  for  tlieir  conduct 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  testifying 
my  high  appreciation  of  the  courage  and  daring 
displayed  by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  brigade 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  command  on  this  ever 
memorable  fiel<^  They  here  added  fresh  laurels 
to  those  already  won  on  other  fields  in  the 
sacred  cause  of  their  country. 

To  regimental  and  battery  commanders  and 
their  brave  men,  my  thanks  are  due  and  most 
willingly  tendered  for  their  very  valuable  assist- 
ance and  co-operation  in  aiding  to  bring  this 
battle  to  a  successful  and  decisive  issue. 

To  my  staff,  I  am  specially  indebted  for  their 
willingness  and  gallantry  in  carrying  out  my 
orders  on  the  field :  Captain  E.  F.  'Travis,  Assist- 
ant Adjutant-General;  Captain  Douglas  Wirt, 
istant  Inspector-General;  Lieuteoant 
lid-4e-Camp;  Captain  R.  H.  Wil- 


liams,  volunteer  Aid-4e-Camp ;  lieutenant  C.  J. 
MichailofGsky,  Provost-Marshal,  and  to  Senior 
Surgeon  V.  B.  Gilbert ;  Major  R.  J.  Hill,  Assist- 
ant Quartermaster ;  Major  H.  A.  Deas,  Assistant 
Commissary  of  Subsistence,  and  Lieutenant  T.  B. 
DsJlas,  Ordnance  Officer,  for  the  zeal  and 
efficiency  with  which  they  discharged  the 
duties  of  their  several  respective  depart- 
ments. 

In  going  into  the  fight  on  the  twentieth,  tiie 
brigade  numbered  one  hundred  and  fift^-eeven 
officers,  and  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-five 
enlisted  men,  of  whom  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  were  killed,  five  himdred  and  niuetj-two 
wounded,  and  twenty-eight  missing ;  total,  seven 
hundred  and  forty-five.  Among  the  killed  I  much 
regret  to  record  the  name  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
John  Weeden,  commanding  Twenty-second  Ala- 
bama regiment,  who  fell,  early  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, whfle  most  gallantly  leading  and  cheering 
on  his  brave  regiment  A  few  minutes  before 
him.  fell  the  ranking  captain  of  this  regiment,  L 
D.  Nott,  than  whom  no  braver  or  better  officer 
ever  poured  out  his  life's  blood  in  his  country's 
cause.  He  died  where  the  brave  and  go<A 
should  die,  in  the  front  rank,  lesCding  his  men  on 
to  victory.  Two  heroes  I  whose  lives  were 
sacrificed  to  fanaticism.  Major  B.  R.  Hart,  of 
the  same  regiment,  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
same  charge. 

I  have  omitted  to  state  that,  on  Sunday  after- 
noon I  passed  over  some  ten  or  a  dozen  ordnance 
wagons,  filled  with  ordnance  stores;  three  or 
four  pieces  of  artillery  and  caissons ;  many  am- 
bulances, and  one  or  two  supply  wagons,  and  a 
dozen  or  more  mules  and  horses.  There  had 
evidently  been  a  stampede  here,  and  these  were 
the  fruits  left  for  us. 

Before  closing,  I  wish  to  mention  the  fact, 
that  the  Fifteenth  Alabama  regiment,  Colonel 
Gates,  was  with  my  brigade  a  portion  of  the 
time  during  the  first  attack  on  Sunday  morning, 
and  afterwards  left  me  to  go  to  the  assistance  of 
General  Johnson,  in  the  fight  of  the  afternoon. 
It  is  simple  justice  to  say  mat,  what  I  saw  of  this 
regiment,  it  was  behaving  with  great  gallantry. 
I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant^ 
Z.  C.  Deas, 

Brigadier-Gencral,  cpmmaiMltag. 

The  following  statement  probably  appextains 
more  to  the  division  than  to  the  brigade  report 
of  this  battle,  and  is  therefore  reser\*ed  for  the 
postscript : 

According  to  the  strong  testsfimentary  evidence 
of  the  occasion,  and  that  also  of  very  many 
prisoners,  this  brieade,  very  materisily  and 
opportunely  assisted  by  Anderson's,  attacked, 
on  Sunday  mominff,  Sheridan's  division,  of 
McCook's  corps ;  and,  by  the  impetuosity  of  their 
attack,  so  thoroughly  cut  ofi  Davis'  division,  of 
the  same  corps,  that  they  never  again  assisted  in 
the  fight  on  uiat  day ;  and,  from  the  beet  infor- 
mation I  can  gather,  feU  back  to  Chattanooga  by 
the  western  road  to  Rossville.     The  names  of 
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dirisioDB  ab^ve  cited  are  taken  from  the  state- 
ments  of  prisonerB. 

Thia  postscript  is  meant  more  for  information 
than  as  a  portion  of  my  reporL 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Z.  C.  DsAS, 

Brlgadler-0«D4ral,  commanding. 
BEFOBT  OF  BRIOADIER^ENERAL  PATTON  ANDERSON. 


HJkADQOiiKnEKS  AirDnBoir's  Bbigadk,  Hutdvam's  Drmoir, 
Folk's  Corfs,  Axxt  or  TEcxKaen, 
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MnaOBJkBT  RiDGB,  KKAR  ChATTANOOOA,  TDCT.,  Oct.  0,  1803 

Major  /.  p.  WUson^  Assistant  ^d^vicmt-Oen- 

ercdy  Hindman's  Division : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  com- 
mand in  the  late  battle  of  Ghickamauga : 

On  the  evening  of  the  nineteenth  of  Septem- 
ber, at  about  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  Major-Qeneral 
Hindman  assumed  command  of  the  division  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  Ghickamauga,  not  long 
after  we  had  crossed  to  that  side,  and  while  the 
division  was  being  put  in  position  for  the  im- 
pending battle.  Iresumed  the  command  of  my 
brigade,  which  had  been  rehnquished  on  the 
seventeenth,  at  Lafayette,  Georgia,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  relieving  Major-General  Hindman,  who 
was  too  unwell  to  exercise  the  command  of  his 
division.  On  taking  command  of  my  brigade,  I 
took  x>osition  in  line  from  two  to  three  hundred 
yards  in  rear  of  Dcas'  left,  and  Manigault's  ri^ht, 
as  the  reserve  brigade  of  Hindman's  division. 
We  bivouacked  on  the  field  for  the  night,  and 
received  orders  to  take  up  and  continue  the 
attack  ordered  to  be  made  on  the  right  at  day- 
light on  the  morning  of  the  twentieth  of  Sep- 
tember. The  attack  on  our  right  was  not  made, 
however,  until  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  when  it  was 
promptly  taken  up  by  Deas  and  Manigault  in  my 
front,  and  the  whole  division  moved  confidently 
on  the  enemy's  first  line.  Deas  swept  every- 
thing before  him,  wilihout  halting,  or  even  check- 
ing up,  in  his  advance  to  and  over  the  enemy's 
first  line  of  breastworks.  Manigault  was  checked, 
and  diverged  to  the  left,  unmasking  my  two  left 
reg^ents.  The  whole  brigade  was  moved 
Bt^dily  forward,  gradually  closing  the  space 
between  it  and  Deas'  line,  until  the  ascent  of  a 
range  of  wooded  hills  was  reached,  where  the 
enemy,  by  reason  of  his  advantageous  position 
for  both  infantry  and  artillery,  haa  brought  Deas 
momentarily  to  a  stand.  Three  pieces  of  his 
artillery,  strongly  posted  about  two-thirds  of  the 
way  up  the  hiu  ana  supported  by  infantry,  were 
causing  Deas'  left  regiment  to  waver,  when  I 
ordered  an  advance.  The  command  was  most 
gallantly  responded  to,  the  artillery  captured, 
the  heights  carried,  and  the  enemy  so  badly 
routed  as  to  be  unable  to  make  any  real  stand 
again  upon  that  part  of  the  field.  I  continued 
in  pursuit,  however,  for  half  a  mile  or  more, 
when,  finding  my  lines  imperfect  by  reason  of 
some  being  able  to  follow  faster  than  others,  I 
rode  to  those  in  advance  and  soon  succeeded  in 


halting  them  until  the  line  could  be  perfected. 
Here  Colonel  Coltart,  of  Deas'  brigade,  with  a 
portion  of  his  (Fiftieth  Alabama)  regiment,  and 
another  colonel,  of  some  other  command,  whose 
name  I  have  forgotten,  with  a  few  men,  reported 
to  me,  having  lost  their  proper  commands.  *  Be- 
fore the  new  alignment  had  been  completed,  a 
staff  officer  from  General  Hindman  recalled  me 
from  furtlier  pursuit,  on  account  of  a  flank  fire 
which  had  been  opened  by  the  enemy,  with 
artillery  and  small  arms,  on  my  rear  and  left 
regiments — ^the  Forty-first  and  Ninth  Mississip- 
pi, Colonel  Tucker  and  Ms^or  Lyman  commana- 
ing,  respectively. 

After  re-forming,  the  command  was  marched 
back,  by  General  Hindman's  order,  in  the  direc- 
tion from  which  they  had  advanced,  a  distance 
of  about  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  then 
changed  direction  to  the  right  over  an  open 
field,  towards  a  position  where  Kershaw  was 
reported  to  be  heavily  pressed. 

My  brigade  reached  this  position  about  three 
in  the  afternoon  and  was  ordered  to  form  line 
on  Kershaw's  left,  to  support  him  in  an  attack 
upon  a  wooded  hill  in  his  front,  where  the  ene- 
my was  strongly  posted.  Li  taking  position  it 
was  found  tl^t  the  command  of  Brigadier-Gkn- 
eral  Bushrod  Johnson  was  in  line  on  the.  ex- 
treme left,  with  not  su£Scient  interval  between 
his  right  and  Kershaw's  left  for  my  whole  com- 
mand. The  interval,  however,  was  filled,  and 
the  over-plus  held  in  reserve.  The  attack  was 
soon  nutae  by  the  whole  line.  It  was  stub- 
bornly resisted  from  a  very  strong  position  just 
behind  the  crest  of  the  hilL  A  portion  of  two 
of  my  regiments  gained  the  crest  of  the  hill 
and  planted  colors  there ;  but  the  position  was  a 
hot  one,  and  some  breaking  to  the  rear  on  the 
left  caused  the  whole  to  give  way  for  a  time. 
'The  troops  were  raUied  on  the  slope  of  the  hill, 
lines  re-formed,  and  all  in  readiness  to  resume 
the  attack,  when  the  enemy  advanced  his  line 
immediately  in  my  front,- down  the  lull,  with 
some  impetuosity.  The  line  was  instantly 
ordered  forward  to  meet  this  charge,  and  the 
conunand  quickly  responded  to.  The  enemy 
was  met  by  a  voUey  and  a  charge  which  did 
much  execution,  his  line  broken,  and  lus  troops 
fled  in  some  confusion ;  but  as  there  was  no  cor- 
responding forward  movement  by  the  brigades 
on  my  rignt  and  left,  and  as  the  lull  near  the 
crest  was  very  difficidt  to  ascend,  he  had  time 
either  to  re-form  or  to  bring  up  a  second  line 
before  we  reached  the  top  of  the  hill,  and 
another  repulse  was  the  consequence.  Troops 
never  rallied  more  promptly,  and  without  con- 
fusion or  clamor.  On  taking  position  near  the 
foot  of  the  hill  it  was  found  necessary  to  dis- 
tribute ammunition,  and,  while  this  was  being 
done,  Colonel  Kelly  came  up  with  his  brigade, 
and  moved  forward  to  the  assaidt  The  Sev- 
enth Mississippi,  Colonel  Bishop  commanding, 
of  my  brieade,  having  some  ammunition  in  the 
cartndge-boxes,  was  ordered  in  with  Colonel 
Kelly,  to  strengthen  his  command  as  tnuch  as 
possible.    Soon  after,  two  Florida  regiments, 
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under  Colonel  Finley,  also  moved  forward  to 
Colonel  Kelly's  support  It  was  now  nearly 
night,  and  the  importance  of  completing  the 
day's  work,  thus  far  so  handsomely  accom- 
plished by  the  left  wing,  was  apparent  to  sdL 
Kelly  made  a  most  vigorous  atteck,  supported 
as  above,  and  succeeded  in  occupying  a  portion 
of  the  heights  from  which  he  had  driven  the 
enemy.  Night,  at  this  time,  put  an  end  to  fur- 
ther pursuit  Every  preparation  was  now  made 
for  a  renewal  of  the  conflict  early  the  next 
momine. 

At  eleven  olclock  p.  m.,  of  the  twentieth, 
Major-General  Hindman  sent  for  me  and  turned 
•over  to  me  the  command  of  the  division,  which 
he  had  assumed  the  evening  previous,  having 
received  a  contusion  which  disabled  him  from 
further  service  at  that  time,  and  here  my  con- 
nection with  the  brigade  ceased,  the  command 
thereof  devolving  upon  Colonel  J.  H.  Sharp,  of 
the  Forty-fourth  Mississippi  regiment  The 
light  of  the  morning  of  me  twenty-first  dia- 
closed  the  fact  that  the  enemy  had,  under  cover 
of  darkness,  hastily  withdrawn  towards  Chatta- 
nooga, from  a  field  in  which  he  had  been  so  se- 
verely but  justly  punished. 

In  the  first  cluu-^e,  after  moving  up  to  Gen- 
eral Deas'  line,  which  had  been  checked  near 
the  base  of  a  range  of  wooded  hills  west  of  ^e 
Chattanooga  road,  the  brigade  captured  three 
pieces  of  artillery,  killing  many  of  the  cannon- 
eers at  their  guns,  and  taking  others  prisoners. 
A  little  further  on,  and  to  the  left,  tne  Forty- 
first  Mississippi,  my  left  regiment,  captured  a 
battery  of  five  guns,  among  which  were  several 
fine  rifled  pieces.  Sevei-al  stands  of  colors  were 
also  taken  during  the  day.  No  note  was  taken 
of  the  number  of  prisoners  captiured  'by  the  bri- 
gade. They  were  immediately  ordered  to  the 
rear  without  guard  or  escort  Nine  ordnance 
wagons,  loaded  with  fixed  ammunition,  several 
mules  and  horses,  etc.,  etc.,  were  also  taken  and 
turned  over  to  the  proper  officers. 

I  cannot  close  this  brief  recital  of  facts,  con- 
nected with  the  operations  of  the  brigade  I  had 
the  honor  to  command  on  the  twentieth,  with- 
out testifying  to  the  officers  and  troops  mv  high 
appreciation  of  the  valor,  courage,  ana  skill 
displayed  b^  them  on  this  memorable  field. 
Without  a  single  exception,  so  far  as  my  knowl- 
edge at  this  time  extends,  they  have  borne  them- 
selves gallantly  and  added  fresh  laurels  to  those 
80  nobly  won  upon  the  former  fields  of  Shiloh, 
Munfordsville,  Perryville,  and  Murfreesboro.  To 
the  regimental,  battalion,  and  battery  command- 
ers, individually,  my  thanks  are  due,  for  their 
zesdous,  vigorous,  and  unremitting  eflbrts 
throughout  me  whole  day  to  make  the  battle  a 
decisive  one.  For  instances  of  individual  gal- 
lantry, conspicuous  above  others,  I  refer  to  the 
reports  of  subordinate  commanders,  herewith 
transmitted. 

The  brigade  numbered  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  officers  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  nine  enlisted  men  on  the  morning  of  the 
the  loss  was  five  hun(ked  and  fifty- 


eight,  of  whom  eighty  were  killed,  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four  wounded,  and  twenty-four 
missing.  Among  the  killed  I  regret  to  record 
the  name  of  Major  John  C.  Thompson,  of  the 
Forty-fourth  Mississippi  regiment  A  man  of 
education  and  position  at.  home,  of  an  age  far 
beyond  that  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  land 
for  involuntary  service,  at  the  first  tocsin  of  war 
he  enlisted  in  the  ranks,  and  fought  as  a  pri- 
vate in  the  ranks  at  Belmont  and  ShQoh,  hav- 
ing been  severely  wounded  at  the  latter. 
His  gallantry  and  services  marked  him  before 
the  men  of  his  State  for  promotion,  which  he 
soon  after  received,  and  commanded  his  regi- 
ment, with  his  usual  gallantry,  at  the  battle  of 
Miu*freesboro.  On  the  memorable  field  of  the 
Chickamauga  his  devotion  to  the  causo  of  his 
country  h^  been  sealed  with  the  blood  of  a 
patriot. 

I  am.  Major,  very  respectfully, 
Your  oDedient  servant, 

PaTTON  ANOKRSOy, 

Brigadier-Ciimeral,  ooamumdJog. 

REPORT  OF   BRIGADUSB-6ENERAL  L.  £.  POI£. 

j^ADQUAKIESB  POUL'8  BRIOADI,  \ 

Bdobi  C^tujiocnu,  TBOOBsn,  October  10^  IMS.  J 

7b  Captain  Irving  A.  Buck,  Assistant  Adju- 

toTUrQeneral  Cleburne's  Division : 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  divis- 
ion headquarters,  I  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade, 
composed  of  the  following  regiments,  from  left 
to  right:  Third  and  Fiftli  Confederate,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  J.  A.  Smith ;  First  Arkansas, 
Colonel  J.  W.  Colquitt ;  Second  Tennessee,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  W.  D.  Robinson;  Forty- 
eighth  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Colonel  6.  H. 
Nixon ;  and  Thirty-fifth  Tennessee,  commanded 
by  Colonel  B.  J.  Hill,  and  Calvert's  battery,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  S.  J.  Key,  in  the  battle  of 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  September,  on 
Chickamauga  Creek: 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  nineteenth  Septem- 
ber, my  brigade  rested  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
right  of  Cleburne's  division,  which  formed  the 
extreme  left  of  the  army  of  Tennessee.  About 
one  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  received  orders  to  mo%'e  in 
the  direction  of  the  right  of  the  army.  The 
necessary  orders  were  immediately  given,  and 
my  brigade  commenced  moving  down  Chicka- 
mauga Creek,  wading  the  creek  at  Tete*8  Ford, 
and,  moving  on,  was  placed  in  position  some 
three  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  Liddell's  divis- 
ion, on  the  extreme  right  of  the  army.  The 
other  brigades  of  Cleburne's  division  following, 
were  placed  in  position  on  the  prolonnition  of 
my  left  In  this  move,  some  eight  milee,  from 
the  left  to  the  right  of  the  army,  although  expe- 
ditiously performed,  some  hours  were  taken. 
Abou^  five  and  a  half  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  received 
orders  from  General  Cleburne  to  move  my  bri- 
gade forward,  to  pass  over  Liddell's  division  in 
our  front,  and  engage  and  drive  the  enemy  be- 
fore us.  Mv  brigade  was  immediately  moTed  for- 
ward, and  having  passed  LiddeU's  dlYision  some 
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two  hundred  yards,  enooontered  the  enemy 
strongly  posted  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  with  tempo- 
rary breastworks,  who  immediately  opened  a  de- 
structive fire  of  grape,  canister,  and  small  arms, 
upon  the  left  of  my  line,  which,  for  a  moment, 
caused  a  delay  in  my  advance.  The  right  of  the 
brigade  overlapping  their  line,  and  finding  little 
reaistance  in  their  iront,  wheeled  to  the  left  and 
took  the  enemy  on  the  flank.  At  the  same  time, 
two  batteries  of  artillery,  Semple's  and  Key's, 
having  been  ordered  up  by  General  Cleburne 
between  Wood's  and  my  brigade,  opened  at  short 
range  upon  ihe  enemy  Their  lines  gave  way, 
and  they  fell  back  in  great  confusion.  We  con- 
tinued to  press  them  till  nearly  nine  o'clock, 
when,  there  being  some  danger  of  firing  into 
our  own  men,  we  were  ordered  to  halt  and  rec- 
tify or  lines.  This  ended  the  contest  for  the 
night,  most  of  the  fighting  having  been  done 
since  dark.  In  this  engagement  we  drove  the 
enemy  seven  miles  and  a  quarter,  captured  over 
fifty  prisoners  and  tiu-ee  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
same  number  of  caissons.  The  loss  of  the  bri- 
gade, considering  the  heavy  musketry,  was 
hght,  not  being  over  sixty  men  killed  and 
wounded.  We  rested  in  line  of  battle  the  re- 
mainder of  the  night,  with  a  strong  line  of  skir- 
mishers thrown  some  four  hundred  yards  in 
front. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  twentieth,  our  pro- 
vision wagons  were  brought  up  and  the  men 
permitted  to  eat  their  breakfast,  having  been 
without  anything  to  eat  for  twenty-four  hours. 
My  brigade  was  again  ordered  forward,  com- 
mencing the  move  about  nine  o'clock ;  General 
Breckinridge  having  placed  his  line  upon  the 
prolongation  of  my  right,  with  two  batteries  of 
artery  between  the  ri^ht  of  my  brigade  and 
left  'of  his  division ;  owing  to  some  mistakes  I 
did  not  receive  the  order  to  advance  xmtil  a  few 
moments  after  General  Breckinridge's  division 
had  been  put  in  motion.  Immediately  upon  the 
order  being  received  I  moved  my  brigaae,  obli- 
quing elightly  to  the  right,  so  as  to  keep  my 
right  connected  with  General  Breckinndees 
left ;  the  enemy's  fortifications  running  off  at 
right  angles  to  the  rear  of  their  Hne,  opposite 
the  right  of  my  brigade,  I  was  not  able  to  re- 
cover my  immediate  connection  with  his  left 
before  I  encountered  the  enemy,  strongly  posted 
in  a  strong  line  of  fortidcations,  on  the  crest  of 
a  hill ;  my  line  from  right  to  left  soon  became 
furiously  engaged — ^the  enemy  pouring  a  most 
destructive  nre  of  canister  and  musketry  into 
my  advancing  line,  so  terrible,  indeed,  that  my 
line  could  not  advance  in  the  face  of  it,  but  lyine 
down  partially  protected  by  the  crest  of  a  hill, 
we  continued  the  fight  some  hour  and  a  half. 
Wood's  brigade  not  promptlv  supporting  me 
upon  the  left,  it  was  impossible  to  cnarge  their 
breastworks.  My  ammunition  becoming  ex- 
hausted, by  orders,  I  fell  back  some  four  hun- 
dred yards,  leaving  a  line  of  skirmishers  in  m^ 
front  to  oppose  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  until 
my  ammunition  could  be  replenished.  The 
enemy  were  too  much  hurt  to  advance,  and  were 


well  satisfied  to  hold  tiieir  works.  I  remained 
in  this  position  some  hours.  In  this  engage- 
ment my  loss  was  very  great,  amounting  to 
some  three  hundred  and  fifty  killed  and  woimd- 
ed.  Among  the  number  was  Captain  W.  J.  Mor- 
ris, of  Third  and  Fifth  Confederate  regiment,  a 
brave  and  worthy  oflBcer.  Captain  McEnight, 
of  Second  Tennessee  regiment,  also  fell  in  these 
engagements  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  his 
duties.  Major  Driven,  of  the  Second  Tennessee, 
received  a  most  painful  and  serious  wound  in 
the  head.  Adjutant  Greenwood,  of  First  Arkan- 
sas, one  of  the  best  and  most  gallant  officers  in 
the  army,  fell  mortally  wounded.  Here  also  my 
Inspector-General,  Captain  Hugh  S.  Otey ,  a  brave 
ana  faithful  officer,  was  mortally  wounded  by  a 
cannon  ball,  from  the  effect  of  which  he  died  a 
few  days  after.  My  brigade  remained  here  until 
about  lour  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  I  was  ordered  by 
General  Cleburne  to  advance  and  take  up  my 

Sosition  upon  the  left  of  Brigadier-General 
ackson. '  Arriving  in  this  position,  I  found 
Greneral  Jackson's  line  advancing ;  partially 
wheeUne  my  brigade  to  the  left,  I  immediately 
advanced  with  Jackson's  brigade,  and  again  en- 
countered the  enemy  behindtheir  breastworks, 
some  £(ve  hundred  yards  to  the  right  of  where 
I  engaged  thotti  in  the  morning.  Again  I  was 
met  by  a  terrible  volley  of  grape,  canister,  and 
small  arms,  which  caused  a  temporarv  halt. 
Ordering  Lieutenant  Key  to  bring  up  his  oattery 
beneath  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  where  my  hue  of 
battle  was  fighting,  he  repued  that  his  horses 
could  not  live  a  moment  under  such  a  fire.  I 
then  ordered  him  to  bring  the  pieces  by  hand, 
and,  assisted  by  some  volunteers  from  the  bri- 

§ade,  succeeded  in  doing  so,  and  opened  upon 
leir  breastworks  with  double  charges  of  canis- 
ter, at  a  distance  of  less  than  two  hundred  vards. 
Observing  at  this  time,  that  the  enemy  s  line 
wavered,!  immediately  ordered  a  charge,  and, 
at  four  and  a  half  o'clock,  succeeded  in  getting 
possession  of  their  first  line  of  works,  taking 
more  than  two  hundred  prisoners,  all  of  them 
regulars.  The  enemy  fell  back  in  some  confu- 
sion to  his  second  line  and  again  made  a  stand. 
About  this  time  some  batteries  of  artillery, 
which  General  Cleburne  had  massed  on  a  hill 
upon  my  left,  poured  so  destructive  a  fire  upon . 
the  coliunns  coming  up  to  support  the  troops  in 
the  breastworks,  that  finding  that  their  sup- 
ports had  been  driven  back,  they  gave  way  and 
retired  in  great  confusion  from  weir  second  line 
of  breastworks,  and  did  not  stop  a  moment  in 
their  third  line.  I  moved  my  brigade  rapidly 
forward  and  pursued  them  across  the  Chatta- 
nooga road,  reaching  the  road  a  little  before  dark. 
At  this  time  the  firing  had  stopped  everywhere, 
and  the  army  of  Rosecrans  was  m  rapid  and  dis- 
orderly retreat  towards  Chattanooga.  In  this 
engagement  my  loss,  though  not  as  heavy  as 
in  the  morning,  was  heavy — Closing  nearly  two 
himdred  men.  It  was  here  that  Captain  Beard, 
of  the  Third  and  Fifth  Confederate  regiment, 
and  Captain  George  Moore,  of  same  regiment, 
both  gallant  officers,  met  their  death.     Here 
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also  Captain  N.  G.  Hockersmith  and  Lieutenant 
A.  J.  Petner,  of  the  First  Arkansas  regiment,  were 
seriously  wounded.  Many  other  true'and  brave 
men  also  fell  here. 

During  the  entire  fight  the  men  and  officers  of 
my  brigade  acted  weU. 

Among  the  officers  who  were  most  distin- 
guished at  the  battle  qf  Ghickamauga,  I  must 
mention  the  name  of  Colonel  B.  J.  Hill,  Thirty- 
fifth  Tennesse  regiment.  Upon  every  field  in 
the  West,  from  Shiloh  to  Chickamauga,  this  offi- 
cer hatf  acted  with  conspicuous  courage  and 
coolness.  I  earnestly  recommend  his  name  for 
promotion. 

Colonel  Smith,  of  Third  and  Fifth  Confederate 
regiment,  acted  with  his  Tisual  courage  and  skill, 
lie  has  smce  been  promoted.  Promotion  could 
not  have  fallen  on  one  more  worthy. 

Colonel  llobinson,  Colonel  Colquitt,  Colonel 
Nixon,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Holes,  and  Major 
Pearson  all  deserve  well  of  their  country. 

I  respectfully  refer  you  to  reports  of  regi- 
men tul  commanders  for  other  names  distinguish- 
imI  for  gallantry. 

t  hero  return  my  thanks  to  Captain  W.  H. 
King,  my  Assistant  Adjutant-Getfend,  and  Lieu- 
tiMumt  Hchell,  for  efficient  services  i^ndered  upon 
the  field. 

A  full  list  of  the  casualties  in  my  brigade  has 
lilroudy  been  sent  forward. 

Respectfolly, 

L.  E.  Polk. 

Brigadier  General. 

RETORT  OF  BRIOADIEEt-OENERAL  &  A.  M.  WOOD. 

Hbawkmsicbs  Wood'i  BRraim,       ) 
MnnoNABT  BiDOi,  TBomsBK,  October  9, 1803.  j 

Cnptain  Buck,  A,  A,  Q, : 

HiR :  The  undersigned  submits  the  following 
rt^port  of  the  part  tajcen  by  his  brigade  in  the 
battle  of  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  near  Chickamauga  river : 

The  brigade  consisted  of  the  Thirty-second 
and  Forty-fifth  Mississippi  regiments,  command- 
ed by  Colonel  M.  P.  Lowry ;  the  Thirty-third 
Alabama,  Colonel  Samuel  Adams ;  the  Forty- 
fifth  Alabama,  Colonel  Breedlove,  and  the  Six- 
teenth Alabama,  Major  McGaughev ";  also.  Major 
A.  T.  Hankins'  battalion  of  sharpshooters.  Sem- 
ple's  battery  is  attached  to  this  brigade,  but  had 
Deen,  about  the  time  we  arrived  in  Uie  field, 
directed  by  orders  from  the  Division  Chief  of 
Artillery. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  on  the  nineteenth,  the  bri- 
gade was  in  line  of  battle  on  the  Lafayette  and 
Chattanooga  road,  near  where  the  left  of  our 
army  was  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Orders 
were  received  to  march  in  rear  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Polk's  brigade.  After  moving  in  a  north- 
eastwardly direction  for  four  or  five  miles,  we 
approached  the  field  noar  the  right  of  our  army 
and  formed  in  Une  of  battle,  after  crossing  the 
West  Chickamauga  Creek  at  a  ford,  the  men 
wfiHincr.  This  delayed  our  march  in  order  to 
nch  was  farther  delaved  by  two 
'g  the  road.    The  brigade  was 


'  formed  in  line  as  follows:  Right — Hankins, 
Lowry,  Breedlove.  McGaughey ;  Adams,  left 
Brigadier-General  Polk  was  on  my  right ;  Briga- 
dier-General Deshler  on  my  left  At  this  time  j 
Major-General  debunie  ordered  me  to  move 
forward  (the  guide  being  upon  my  brigade),  and, 
if  I  met  with  any  batteries,  not  to  delay,  but , 
charge  and  take  them.  I  communicated  this  ' 
order  to  each  of  my  Colonels.  Skirmishers 
were  thrown  out  three  hundred  yards  in  ad- 
vance. Firing  of  pickets  was  all  tliis  time  going 
on  in  our  front,  and  I  heard  it  remarked  that  a 
line  of  our  troops  were  in  that  direction.  The 
order  was  now  given  to  advance.  We  soon 
came  to  a  line  of  our  men  lying  down,  which 
we  passed  over.  In  a  few  minutes  our  skir- 
mishers were  engaged  and  the  line  pressed 
rapidly  to  the  front,  passing  through  a  wooded 
and  slightly  undulating  country,  untu  we  reached 
the  field.  The  line  touched  the  fence  in  a  slight 
ravine  or  hollow,  the  ground  gradually  ascend- 
ing in  the  field  in  front  The  opening  covered 
nearly  the  length  of  my  brigade,  and  was  ab<nit 
two  or  three  himdred  yards  across.  The  enemy 
were  sfrongly  posted  in  rear  of  this  field,  having 
constnictea  breastworks  of  rails  and  logs.  They 
opened  fire,  as  we  crossed  the  fence,  with  great 
rapidity.  The  command  moved  up  vigorously 
against  a  foe  almost  wholly  protected  from  our 
fire,  and  who  delivered  volley  after  volley  into 
our  ranks.  When  we  had  reached  the  farther 
side  of  the  field,  many  of  the  enemy  still  re- 
mained behind  their  defences,  and  shots  were 
delivered  in  twenty  paces  of  each  other.  In 
crossing  this  field  Colonel  Lowry,  of  the  Thirty- 
second  Mississippi  regiment,  greatly  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  continued  exertions  in 
urging  forward  his  command.  The  enemy  were  * 
routed  from  their  defences  and  driven  into  *tbe 
woods.  In  advancing,  the  brigade  to  faiy  right 
had  changed  direction  to  the  left,  which  threw 
its  left  in  front  of  my  right,  and  prevented  Col- 
onel Lowry's  command  and  Major  Hankins' 
sharpshootets  from  firing.  I  sent  my  Assistant 
Adjutant-General,  Captain  Palmer,  to  order  them 
to  cease  firing ;  but,  before  he  arrived,  Colonel 
Lowry  had  anticipated  the  order  by  giving  it 
himself.  The  Forty-fifth  Alabama  regiment, 
next  to  the  right,  was  now  in  advance  of  Col- 
onel Lowry  and  halted^  ceasing  to  fire  at  this 
time,  as  did  also  the  Sixteentn  Alalmma,  the 
enemy  having  fallen  back.  The  Thirt)--third 
Alabama,  being  my  left  in  advancing,  was 
pressed  upon  by  the  right  of  Deshler's  brigade, 
which  I  strove  to  prevent  The  direction  of 
their  hue  being  slightly  oblique  to  mine,  and  it 
being  dark,  some  little  confusion  occurr^  as  to 
the  positions  of  the  dififerent  commands,  which 
were  soon  rectified.  Skirmishers  were  ordered 
out  in  front  of  the  brigade,  and  then  doubled. 
We  captured  over  a  hundred  nrisoners,  besides 
the  wounded  left  on  the  field.  Most  of  them 
were  taken  at  the  log  defences,  which  they  said 
they  had  been  instructed  to  hold  to  the  last  Id 
no  action  has  this  command  ever  displayed  more 
eagerness  to  engage  the  enemy,  or  been  more 
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sooceaafiil  in  their  attack.  The  brunt  of  the 
action  vnjs  on  the  left  of  Polk's  brigade  and 
across  mine.  He  alone  advanced  through  an 
open  field  and  against  the  defences  of  logs  and 
rails.  Other  troops  had  failed  to  carry  this 
position  during  the  day,  as  we  heard.  The  con- 
fosion  which  happened  to  one  of  the  regiments 
was  the  result  of  some  imauthorized  person 
giving  a  command  **  to  retreat"  (see  report  of 
Sixteenth  Alabama  regiment),  and  that  was  soon 
rectified  by  Major  McCSaughey.  The  whole  com- 
mand lay  upon  their  arms  auring  the  night,  in 
line  of  battle.  Semple*s  battery,  attached  to  my 
brigade,  was  not  under  my  control  during  this 
action.  I,  however,  saw  it  placed  in  position 
by  the  Division  Chief  of  Artillery,  and  its  fire 
was  of  the  greatest  service  in  routing  the  enemy 
and  silencing  his  batteries.  On  the  morning  of 
the  twentieth,  the  troops  were  aroused  at  early 
dawn,  the  line  rectified,  the  skirmishers  in 
front  relieved,  and  everything  made  ready  to 
engage  the  enemy.  Ammunition  had  been 
replenished  during  the  night.  Shortly  after 
daylight,  a  day's  ration  of  cooked  provisions 
was  brought  up  and  distributed.  The  morning 
was  cold,  and  the  men  were  allowed  to  have 
small  fires  and  eat  their  Jsreakfast  At  ten 
o'clock  I  was  notified  the  line  was  about  to  near 
the  enemy,  and  that  the  movement  would  com- 
mence on  my  right  I  had  already  heard  that 
it  was  probable  that  my  brigade  overlapped 
troops  to  my  left  not  of  this  division,  and 
that  some  irregularity  existed  in  the  lines  as 
formed.  At  a  few  minutes  past  ten  the  brigade 
on  my  right  moved  forward,  and  I  moved  with 
it  Its  left  soon  crowded  on  my  right,  when 
I  obliqued  to  the  left  to  give  room.  In  a  few 
moments  it  made  a  rapid  movement  obliquely 
to  the  riglit,  leaving  a  gap.  The  brigade  was 
at  once  ordered  to  follow  this  movement  and 
every  exertion  was  made  to  do  so,  but  we  were 
now  under  fire  of  artillery,  and  had  advanced  but 
a  short  distance  when  my  right  was  within 
short  range  of  the  enemy's  rifies.  They  were 
hidden  behind  loes  and  timber,  covered  with 
bushes.  The  whole  line  to  the  right,  was  now 
at  a  halt,  and  firing ;  this  was  followed  by  the 
right  of  my  brigade,  Hankins'  sharpshooters  and 
Colonel  Lowry's  regiment  The  Major-General 
passed  me  at  this  moment,  and  I  informed  him 
that  mv  left  had  passed  over  some  of  our  troops 
lying  down,  and  were  in  front  of  them.  Tne 
whole  front  of  the  brigade  to  my  left  was  cov- 
ered by  other  troops.  He  directed  me  to  see  to 
the  left  of  my  command,  and  said  that  Deshler's 
brigade  would  be  taken  to  the  right  The  Six- 
teenth and  Thirty-third  Alabama  regiments  were 
ordered  to  lie  down  on  a  line  with  the  troops  in 
the  front  line  to  my  left,  who  were  also  lying 
down.  I  found  Bri^adier-Gkneral  Bowen  at  the 
right  of  his  line,  and  told  him  that  the  batteries 
now  firing  on  us  would  enfilade  me  if  I  advanced 
wiUiout  a  corresponding  advance  to  my  left  He 
said  he  had  no  orders  to  advance,  but  would 
send  to  Siajor-Geoeral  Stewart  for  orders.  Mi^jor- 
Gkneral  Stewart  came  to  that  position,  and  hav- 


ing ordered  his  division  forward,  I  immediately 
oraered  the  Forty-fifth  Alabama  regiment,  sup- 
porting my  battery,  up  into  line  with  the  Six- 
teenth and  Thirty-third  Alabama  regiments,  and 
ordered  them  ail  forward.  About  this  time  the 
line  to  the  right  had  fallen  back,  and  the  position 
occupied  bv  Colonel  Lowigr  and  Ma^or  Hankins 
was  taken  by  Deshler's  brigade.  Tha  peculiar 
character  of  the  enemyV works,  represented  by 
a  diagram  annexed,  will  show  that,  whilst  the 
right  of  my  command  was  very  near  them,  an 
angle  was  formed  in  its  front,  and  the  enemy's 
line  was  thrown  back  so  as  to  give  them  tiie 
cover  of  woods,  and  compel  us  to  advance 
through  a  wide  field.  My  brigade  advanced 
into  mis  field.  The  Thirtv-third  Alabama,  unde^ 
the  lead  of  its  gallant  Colonel,  crossed  the  field 
and  the  Chattanooga  road.  The  fire  of  the  enemv 
at  this  point  was  most  destructive,  and  though 
this  movement  was  supported  by  Browivs, 
Clayton's,  and  Bate's  brigades,  it  was  not  long 
before  all  had  to  return,  and  were  again  assem- 
bled and  formed  at  the  position  from  which  they 
last  advanced.  My  conunand,  being  the  ri^ht 
of  the  line  advancing  against  this  returned  hne 
of  the.  enemy,  was  subjected  to  a  cross  and 
enfilading  fire,  which  was  very  severe  on  all,  but 
especially  on  the  Forty-fifth  Alabama  reg^ent, 
which  was  forced  back  earlier  than  the  Sixteenth 
and  Thirty-third  Alabama,  and  re-formed  on 
Colonel  Lowry's  regiment  As  soon  as  the  posi- 
tion of  these  regiments  could  be  ascertained,  the 
Sixteenth  and  Thirty-third  were  ordered  to  take 
their  places  in  the  line,  they  being  six  or  eight 
hundred  yards  in  advance  on  the  left  During 
this  movement  Semple's  battery,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Groldthwaite,  foUowcd  the 
brigade  and  opened  effectively  on  the  enemy.  In 
the  second  advance  it  was  not  deemed  desirable 
that  the  battery  should  advance  with  the  bri- 
gade, the  batteries  of  other  brigades  on  our  left 
being  ordered  to  remain  in  position.  After  re- 
forming our  line,  a  division  was  moved  to  our 
right  (Cheatham's),  and  I  received  an  order  to 
move  up  to  the  support  of  Polk's  brigade.  I 
formed  in  line  with  it,  threw  out  skirmishers, 
and  moved  to  the  right  a  half  mile.  Our  skir- 
mishers were  engaged  with  the  enemy  until 
nearly  sundown,  when,  General  Polk  having 
advanced  and  desiring  the  support  of  a  regiment, 
I  directed  Colonel  Lowry  to  go  to  his  support 
But  tiie  enemy  had  been  routed. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  stated  that  no  com- 
mand conducted  itself  with  more  spirit  or  deter- 
mination. By  subsequent  examination  of  the 
field,  it  was  observed  that  at  no  point  were  the 
enemy's  works  so  strong  as  in  our  front ;  and 
the  peculiar  formation  of  his  lines,  which,  owing 
to  the  heavy  timber  and  under-growth,  could  not 
be  ascertained  by  any  effort  but  an  assault,  sub- 
jected the  command  to  a  very  destructive  cross 
and  enfilading  fire  on  Sunday.  The  reports  of 
the  Colonels  and  commanders  of  batteries  and 
battalions  will  show  a  list  of  casualties.  The 
loss,  at  the  tin:e.  in  the  brigade,  was  nine^-six 
killed  on  the  field,  and  six  nunored  and  eighty 
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wounded.  Many  have  died  since,  mnong  them 
four  field  officers:  Major  McGaughey,  of  the 
Sizteentli  Alabama  regiment ;  Major  Carr,  Thir- 
ty-second Mississippi ;  Major  Hankine,  Hankins* 
sharpshooters;  Major  Gibson,  Gibson's  bat- 
talion, attached  to  Thirty-third  Alabama  regi- 
ment These  officers,  of  the  same  rank,  were  all 
diBtinguished  by  former  services  on  the  field  of 
battle.  Thev  were  all  Of  great  merit,  and  their 
loss  will  be  long  deeply  resetted  by  their  com- 
mands. For  uirther  particulars,  reference  is 
made  to  reports  of  commanders  of  regiments  and 
companies. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

a  A.  M.  Wood, 

Brtgadior-Oeaeral. 


BEFOBT  OF  BBIOADIES^ENERAL  M.  A.  tfTOVALL. 


HCADQU.ARSRa  SlOTALL'S  BrIQADB, 

toHumoDaB's  Dinkioir,  Hill's  Corfs 
MflBOVin  BiDOi,  October  8, 1803. 


■} 


To  Mqjor  James   WiUon,  Asaktant  At^utani- 

General: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  mv  brigade 
in  the  action  of  Sunday,  the  twentieth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1863 : 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters 
Breckinridge's  division,  of  date  September  six- 
teen, 1863,  I  moved  from  my  position  on  the 
Alpine  road,  near  Lafayette,  Georgia,  on  the 
Catlin's  Gap  road,  at  or  near  the  latter  place  on 
the  morning  of  the  seventeenth.  Here  I  re- 
mained in  position  until  ihe  morning  of  the 
eighteenth,  when  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  on 
the  Crawfish  to  Chattanooga  road.  I  halted  at 
the  intersection  of  the  two  latter  for  about 
thirty  minutes,  when  I  marched  to  Pigeon  Ridge, 
near  Glass's  Mill  (stopping  and  forming  line 
of  battie  for  a  short  while,  in  the  meantime),  and 
affain  wont  into'  position.  I  remained  at  this 
place  until  Saturday,  the  nineteenth,  when  I  was 
^ain  moved  down  the  Chattanooga  road  to  Snow 
mil.  Skirmishers  had  scarcely  been  deployed, 
and  the  proper  dispositions  made,  when  I  was 
ordered  still  further  forward  in  a  north-easterly 
direction  to  the  battle-field  as  reinforcements  to 
the  right  of  our  line,  reported  then  ixjf  be  hard 
pressed  by  the  enemv.  This  move  did  not  com- 
mence until  five  o'clock  p.  m.  ;  hence  I  did  not 
get  into  position  until  Sunday,  the  twentieth  in- 
stant &iturday  nieht,  the  nineteenth  instant, 
we  slept  on  the  edge  of  the  battle-field,  and 
moved  out  into  position  at  four  o'clock  a.  m.,  the 
next  (Sunday)  morning.  We  formed  a  line  of 
battle  at  sunrise,  this  division  being  on  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  army— my  brigade  being  in 
the  centre  of  the  division,  and  between  the  bri- 
gades of  Brigadier-Generals  Adams  and  Helm 
respectively.  Skirmishers  —  twenty-five  men 
from  each  regiment — ^were  immediately  deploy- 
ed, under  command  of  LieutenantOolonel  Badger, 
of  the  Fourth  Florida  regiment  Subsequently, 
orders  were  received  to  advance  the  line  thus 
deployed,  and  for  a  regiment  to  be  thrown  for- 


ward to  support  them*  In  obedience  thereto,  I 
ordered  Colonel  Borden,  commanding  the  Foui  ih 
Florida  regiment,  to  take  out  his  oommand  as 
the  support  reauired.  For  the  mamier  in  which 
he  manoeuvrea  it,  while  in  advance,  I  respect- 
fully refer  to  the  accompanying  report  from  him. 

Between  nine  and  ten  o'clo^,  mj  brigade  was 
ordered  to  advance.  I  moved  out  m  good  order, 
parallel  to  the  Chattanooga  rosui,  about  a  half 
mile,  not  without  first  encountering  two  distinct 
lines  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  driving 
them  in.  Here  the  brigade  was  halted  and,  by 
a  flank  movement,  formed  nearlv  perpendicular 
to  its  former  position.  Thus  re-formed,  I  moved 
forward,  and  had  not  gone  far  before  I  encoun- 
tered the  enemy  in  heavy  force  and  strongly 
intrenched.  Here  the  battle  raged  fiercely.  A 
concentrated  fire  of  grape  ana  canister,  shot 
and  shell,  of  every  conceivable  character,  was 
poured  into  us  from  the  front,  while  my  left 
suffered  no  less  from  an  enfilading  fire  equally 
galling  and  severe.  Brigadier-Gkneral  Helm's 
brigade,  having  encountered  the  enemy's  breast- 
works, was  imable  to  keep  up  the  alignment, 
which,  taken  with  the  fact  that  the  reserve  or- 
dered to  our  support  failed  to  come  up,  and  the 
further  fact  that  my  left,  as  well  as  my  front,  was 
thus  exposed,  the  brigade— in  fact,  the  whole 
line — was  forced  to  retire.  The  troops  of  my 
command  fell  back  simultaneously,  forming  in 
perfect  order,  not  exceedmg  two  hundred  vards 
in  rear  of  the  position  for  which  they  had  gal- 
lantly contestea.  From  this  position  I  was  still 
further  retired  and  placed  in  position  on  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  division,  acting  as  a  support 
to  the  command  of  Major-General  William  H.  T. 
Walker.  Here  I  remained  at  rest  for  a  few  hours. 
During  the  interval,  I  had  my  cartridge-boxes  all 
replenished,  my  conunand  remaining  quiet  until 
four  o'clock  p.  M.  About  that  hour  I  was  ordered 
to  move  m^  brigade  to  the  extreme  right  of  the 
line.  Agam  formed  nearly  parallel  to  the  Chat- 
tanooga road.  This  latter  movement  was  or- 
dered, that  we  might  form  part  of  a  support  to 
the  brigades  of  Brigadier-Generals  Liddell  and 
Walthjul.  They  were  soon  driven  in,  but  were 
afterwards  re-formed  and  thrown  forward  a  sec- 
ond time.  Just  at  this  jimcture,  I  was  ordered 
to  advance.  Changing  my  direction  by  a  left  half 
wheel,  I  was  brought  to  the  enemy's  line.  Thus 
in  position,  I  commenced  the  charge.  My  bri- 
gade pressed  through  two  lines  of  our  own 
&oop8,  passed  over  the  enemy's  breastworks, 
and,  with  deafening  shouts  of  patriotic  enthu- 
siasm, pursued  the  foe  to  the  Clukitanooga  road, 
where,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  halted,  night 
putting  an  end  to  the  conflict 

I  respectfully  refer  to  the  accompanying  state- 
ment, marked  ,  showing  the  regiment,  name, 

and  rank  of  every  officer  and  soldier  killed, 
wounded,  and  missmg ;  also  the  character  of  the 
wounds. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Colonel  Dilworth,  First 
and  Third  Florida;  Colonel  Borden,  Fourth 
Florida ;  Lleutcnan^Colonel  Ray,  Sixtieth  North 
Carolina,  and  Captain  Cone,  Forty-seventh  Geor* 
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g:ia,  who  led  their  respective  commands  with 
skin  and  judgment  ^Iso,  to  Captain  Weaver, 
who  sncceedea  to  the  command  of  the  Sixtieth 
North  Carolina  after  its  Colonel  was  disabled. 
Captain  J.  P.  C.  Whitehead,  my  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General ;  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Hanson,  and  Cap- 
tain J.  H.  Hall  ^who  was  severely  wounded  m 
the  shoulderV  displayed  great  coolness  and  dar- 
ing dmring  tne  conflict,  and  to  them  I  am  much 
indebted  for  valuable  services  rendered ;  also,  ta 
Lieutenant  A.  Dunham,  Ordnance  Officer,  for  the 

Sromptness  manifested  in  the  discharge  of  the 
uties  of  his  responsible  office. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

M.  A.  SroTAUi, 

BHgMllBr-Genera]. 
BEFOBT  or  BUGikDIER^ENESAli  OfiORGB  JIANX7. 
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KMDQITAVmBMAaVT'B  BnoukM,  1 

tmut  OiiTTAitoofl*,  Tmtismm,  Oct  6,18m.  / 


Motfor  Jonnes  D,  Pofier^  AaHstcmi  Ac^tttcmt- 

General: 

I  respectfolly  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  battle  of 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  instant,  near 
CSiickamauga  Greek : 

My  bri^Mle  was  composed  of  the  Fourth 
Tennessee  regiment,  Colonel  James  A.  McMur- 
ray  commanding ;  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Tennes- 
see regiments  (consolidated).  Colonel  Qeorge  C. 
Porter  commanding ;  the  First  and  Twenty-sev- 
enth Tennessee  regiments  (consolidated),  Col- 
onel H.  R.  Field  commanding ;  Maney's  oattal- 
ion  sharpshooters.  Major  Fmnk  Maney  com- 
manding, and  a  field  battery  of  four  twelve- 
pounder  Napoleonguns,  under  the  command  of 
First  Lieutenant  mUiam  R  Turner. 

My  oommand  crossed  Chickamauga  Creek  at 
Hunts  Ford,  on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth 
September,  and,  after  proceeding  in  a  nonthem 
direction  about  two  nules  by  the  flank,  was 
formed  in  Hne  of  battle.  I  here  met  (General 
Liddell'fl  command,  which  was  being  re-formed, 
after  having  been,  as  I  understood,  severely  en- 
gaged with  superior  numbers.  Passing  forward 
of  this  command  towards  the  engagement  then 
pending,  and  which  seemed  to  have  been  taken 
up  by  brigades  in  advance  of  me,  I  was»  alter 
some  inconsiderable  halts,  ordered  to  enter  the 
action  by  reUevin^  Jackson's  brigade — my  in- 
formation, at  the  tnne,  being  that  Strahl's  bri- 
ga^  would  be  in  fine  on  my  left  The  position 
pointed  out  to  me  as  the  one  at  which  I  was  to 
relieve  Jackson's  oommand,  was  a  ridge  weU 
wooded,  where  the  right  half  of  my  command 
rested;  but  from  ^e  centre  to  my  left^  the  timber 
on  the  side  of  approach  had  been  newly  felled 
and  presented  some  difficulty  to  easy  passage 
in  fine.  In  ezteosion  to  my  left,  there  was  an 
open  cornfield — a  narrow  strip  of  woodland  in- 
tervening. My  line  oommenoed  engagii^  in- 
stantly on  reaching  the  top  of  the  riage  de- 
scribed, and  in  a  few  moments  afterwards  I  was 
informed  by  a  messenger  from  General  Fonrest 
that  there  was  notiiing  on  the  right  but  his  cav- 
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airy,  and  that  he  was  unable  to  sustain  himself 
against  the  strong  force  of  the  enemy  which  was 
pressing  him.  Strahl's  brigade  was  not  at  this 
moment  in  line  with  me  on  the  left,  it  having, 
as  I  afteiVards  learned,  become  earlier  engagea 
and  fallen  back  to  re-form.  My  own  line  num- 
bered less  than  one  thousand  guns.  My  bat- 
tery was  just  in  rear^f  my  centre,  but  the 
ground  was  not  favorable  to  its  advantap^eous 
engagement  About  three  hundred  yards  m  my 
rear  there  was  a  hiU-top  in  open  woods — a  most 
favorable  position  in  many' particulars  for  a  bat- 
tery. Lieutenant  Turner  was  ordered  to  leave 
one  piece  in  position,  to  be  used  in  any  emer- 
^encv  which  might  arise,  and  retire  the  remain- 
mg  three  to  this  hill-top,  and  there  take  posi- 
tion and  await  further  orders.  Some  moments 
after  this  I  heard  a  battery  open  in  rear  of  the 
right  of  my  line,  and  hastening  to  it  I  found  that 
Forrest  had  been  forced  in  on  mv  right  Gen- 
eral Forrest,  in  person,  was  with  the  battery, 
which  was  firing  obliquely  to  the  front  and  right, 
and,  as  I  tiiougnt,  too  much  in  range  with  two 
companies  of  my  right  regiment,  which  had  been 
thrown  out  as  flaiikers  to  this  part  of  my  line. 
General  Forrest  was  apprised  of  this  fact  and 
requested  to  oblique  his  guns  more  to  the  right, 
which  he  did  and  continued  firing,  as  he  in- 
formed me  tiie  enemy  was  certainly  approaching 
in  force  from  that  direction.  The  firing  was  now 
constant  along  my  entire  front,  and  the  enemy's 
indicated  tlu^  his  line  extended  far  beyond  my 
left  Forrest's  battery  was  some  protection  to  my 
right  flank,  and  my  single  Napoleon,  while  it 
could  not  fire  with  any  effect  over  the  ridge  in 
front,  was  in  position  to  rake  tho  open  field  to 
the  left  and  rear  of  my  line,  and  to  &is  extent  pre- 
vented the  enemy's  coming  behind  us,  unless  it  ^ 
should  first  be  driven  oflf  by  sharpshooters, 
lodged  on  the  ridge-top,  under  cover  of  ^e- 
woods  between  my  line  and  the  field.  The  sc^ 
tion  increased  in  fury,  especially  on  the  left,  and' 
I  was  soon  convinced  uiat  my  conmiand  was^ 
greatly  overmatched  in  numbers.  A  staff  officer 
was  sent  with  this  information  to  the  division 
Gmieral,  and  another  to  my  left  and  rear  in 
search  of  Cieneral  Strahl,  with  tho  request  fbr 
him  to  move  up  in  Ime  with  me  on  tiie  left 
Passing  myself  to  the  ridge-top  to  the  tef t  of  my 
line,  I  discovered  the  enemy  but  a  short  dis- 
tance from  my  left,  advancing  by  the  flank 
boldly,  and  evident^  with  the  purpose  of  pass- 
ing mrough  this  skirt  of  woods  at  right  aisles 
with  my  Hne,  and  thus  gain  my  rear  and  centre 
of  my  left  flank.  The  emergency  was  critical, 
and,  being  without  a  staff  officer  I  hastened 
in  person  to  General  Strahl,  who  I  fomid  liad 
received  my  message  and  was  aligning  for  an 
advance.  To  avoid  delay,  I  asked  nim  to  move 
forward  a  single  reeiment  to  hold  the  interval 
between  my  left  and  the  open  field,  and  he  or^ 
dered  his  right  regiment.  Colonel  Walker's,  and 
perhaps  another,  to  advance  immediately.  This 
force  made  a  ^knt  drive  forward,  and  the 
enemy  gave  way  before  them.  I  had,  about  this 
time,  received  the  order  to  fidl  back  and  form  be- 
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hipd  Smith's  brigade,  which  was  in  Ime  willi 
my  guns  on  the  hill-top  in  the  rear.  My  line 
woB  retired  in  as  good  order  as  its  shattered 
condition  would  admit  of.  Before  reaching 
Smith's  line,  I  was  instructed  to  continue  my  in- 
fantry back  to  the  ordnance  wagons  for  a  sup- 
aof  ammunition.  The  ammunition  replenish- 
,  my  command  a^n  moved  forward  and  bi- 
vouacked for  the  night  in  line  with  and  on  the 
left  of  the  division,  without  further  engage- 
ment of  my  infantry  for  the  day. 

My  advanced  gun,  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand and  efficient  management  of  First  Lieu- 
tenant Smith,  after  covering  the  retiring  line 
with  several  welkUrected  shots  at  short  range, 
was  withdrawn  to  the  hill-top  and  took  position 
with  the  other  three  the  battery,  by  order  of 
the  division  General,  being  retained  there  with 
the  line  formed  to  check  the  enemy's  advance. 
The  service  it  here  rendered  in  checking  and 
driving  back  the  enemy's  advancine  Une  did 
not  occur  under  my  immediate  eye  Jbut  is  re- 
ported as  brilliant  and  dedsive.  The  enemy, 
pressing  forward  on  what  he  deemed  our  yield- 
ing lines,  was  met  by  shot  and  shell,  and  then 
double  charges  of  canister  belched  in  quick  suc- 
cession from  four  as  good  guns  and,  in  my  Judg- 
ment, as  gallantly  and  efficiently  manned  and 
served  as  any  our  service  can  boast  Three 
times  his  lines  were  broken  and  shattered  before 
their  deadly  discharges,  and  finally  he  aban- 
doned, in  disordered  rout,  all  efforts  to  capture 
them.  The  excellent  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
Turner  and  his  gallant  officers  and  men  on  this 
occasion  was  but  a  repetition  of  their  services 
on  the  fields  of  Perry  vtUe  and  Murfreesboro. 

The  active  engagement  of  my  command  on 
*  Saturday  was  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
in  duration  and  extremely  severe.  Besides 
beine  opposed  on  all  parts  by  largely  superior 
numbers,  two  of  the  enemy^s  batteries  were 
actively  served  against  it  obliquely  from  the 
right  and  left,  and  rangin|f  principally  from  tiie 
centre  to  the  left  of  my  hues.  The  loss  in  this 
engagement  was  heavy,  including  some  of  the 
most  valuable  officers  of  my  command.  Colonel 
McMurrav,  a  gentleman  of  the  noblest  qualities 
and  an  officer  of  fine  abilities  and  great  gallan- 
tly, received  a  wonnd  in  ^be  thickest  of  tiie 
fight,  from  which  he  has  since  died,  and  lien- 
tenant-Golonel  Lewis  and  Major  Bradshaw,  of 
the  same  regiment,  both  officers  of  great  merit, 
were,  in  quick  succession,  severely  wounded  in 
the  gallant  discharge  of  their  duties. 

In  Turner's  battery  the  loss  of  officers  was 
two  of  the  four— FirstpLientenant  Smith  severe- 
ly wounded,  and  Second  Lieutenant  Ingraham 
killed.  Both  these  officers  diq>layed  great  gal- 
lantry. While  the  behavior  of  my  entire  fine 
was  of  a  oharaoter  so  entirely  satisfactory  and 
commendable  as  to  forbid  the  claim  of  supwior- 
ity  in  conduct  of  any  one  nart  over  anotiier,  the 
extreme  left,  bald  bv  the  Sxth  and  Ninth  regi- 
ments (oonsolidated),  was  most  exposed,  and 
tiae  chances  of  the  day  demanded  of  this  vet- 
eran command  a  bloody  sacrifice.    It  is  but  a 


just  tribute  to  say  the  demand  was  met  by  dion 
as  became  heroes  in  many  battles.  Tbm  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded  was  over  half  tlieir  num- 
ber engaged,  including  among  the  latter  Major 
Wilder  and  many  other  officers  of  excellent 
merit 

On  Sunday,  the  twentieth,  my  command  re- 
mained in  bne  of  battle,  with  the  other  bri- 
Sdes  of  the  division,  where  it  had  bivouacked 
e  night  before,  some  half  a  mile  to  the  left  of 
the  position  of  my  previous  day's  engagement, 
until  about  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  I  was  ordered 
to  move  by  the  right  flank  about  the  distance  of 
a  mile,  when  I  was  halted  for  a  considerable 
time,  receiving,  in  this  position,  some  shelling, 
but  sustaining  but  small  loss.  Late  in  the  after- 
noon I  was  ordered  into  line  with  otiier  bri- 
gades of  the  division  for  a  general  movement,  as 
I  understood,  against  the  enen^'s  main  position 
near  the  Ghattanoont  road.  There  was  at  thif 
time  sharp  firing  obliquely  to  my  front  and  left, 
and  about  Ibe  time  I  was  in  line  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Polk,  of  Cleburne's  division,  came  op,  ask- 
ing for  assistance,  and  stating  that  his  command 
1m  gained  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  breast* 
worim,  but  was  engaged  in  frx>nt  without  sup- 
port on  either  flank,  adding  tliat  if  I  would 
advance  it  would  relieve  him.  I  did  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  detach  mys^  without  instmctions 
from  my  division  commander,  but  at  tiiis  mo- 
ment discovering  General  Cheatham  a  short  di»> 
tanoe  to  my  rieht  I  proceeded  to  him  immedi- 
ately and  gave  nim  the  information  just  received 
from  General  Polk,  when  I  was  ordered  to  go  to 
his  assistance.  On  my  return  General  Polk  was 
not  present  to  advise  me  of  tiie  precise  position 
of  his  command,  he  having,  I  suppose,  in  the 
meantime  rejoiiied  it;  but  remembering  lus 
remsrk,  that  I  would  relieve  him  by  adwncing, 
I  moved  directly  forward.  This  movement 
brought  me  into  action,  I  think,  some  two  or 
three  hundred  yards  to  his  ri^t  The  order  to 
advance  was  received  by  my  entire  line  with  sn 
enthusiasm  plainly  telling  that  their  valor  was 
more  stimulated  than  a^ted  by  their  eevere 
suffering  of  the  previous  day.  My  line  was 
soon  engaged,  but  the  force  in  front  yielded  and 
were  driven  rapidly  back.  A  fire  was,  however, 
opened  on  my  left  flank,  but  the  giving  way  of 
the  enemy  in  fitmt,  and  the  continaed  rapid 
advance  of  my  line  caused  this  to  cease,  and 
the  enemy  delivering  it  quickly  abandoned  his 
position  on  my  left,  under  ttie  impresaion,  as 
prisoners  stated  to  me,  that  mxr  movement 
would  gain  his  rear.  As  soon  as  tiie  firing 
ceased  1  commenced  re-fcnninK  my  fine,  which 


had   become  considerably  disordered    by 
rapid  movement  through  thick  woods  and  un- 


dervnowth.  Before  this  was  done  I  was  iolned 
by  Wright* s  brigade,  which  oatne  forward  after 
me.  It  was  now  some  tims  after  aonset  and 
afanoBt  entirely  dark  in  tiie  ibitik  woods.  Skir- 
miahen  and  small  parties  tloown  forward  for 
observation  reported  no  eneinj  in  front  between 
me  and  tlie  diattttiooga  road.  Genoal  Breck- 
inridge'^ entire  oomusod  caioe  from  towards 
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my  rights  pABsing  in  rear  of  and  almost  at  right 
aoglea  with  mj  line.  Under  these  circum- 
BtftQces,  and  to  avoid  the  danger  of  collision  with 
ottr  own  troojpB  in  the  darniess,  I  sent  a  staff 
officer  to  advise  the  division  Oeneral  of  the 
resnlt  of  my  movement,  with  the  information 
that  I  had  halted  for  further  orders.  My  staff 
officer  retnmed,  reporting  that  he  did  not  find 
General  Cheatiiam,  but  had  delivered  my  report 
to  Lieutenant^eneral  Polk,  who  directed  that  I 
should  remain  where  I  was.  I  then  bivouacked 
for  the  night  in  the  enemy's  breastworks,  where, 
I  understood,  had  been  the  main  position  of 
Thomas'  corps.  Mv  loss  in  this  engagement 
was  light  compared  with  that  of  the  previous 
day. 

On  Mondav,  at  two  o'clock  f.  il,  the  enemy 
having  abandoned  the  field  and,  during  the  pre- 
ceding night,  withdrawn  to  Ghattano^za,  our 
march  commenced  toward  that  point  We  biv- 
ouacked for  the  night  on  Ghickamauga  Greek, 

about miles  from  the  battle-field. 

Early  Tuesday  morning  we  resumed  the  march, 
gaining  the  road  leading  fromOhickamanga  Sta- 
tion to  Cbattano<^;a.  a1>out  one  mile  ana  a  half 
east  of  Missionary  Kidge.  Advancing  by  this 
road,  it  was  ascertained  the  enemy  occupied 
the  ridge,  and,  after  a  short  halt,  for  the  purpose 
of  reconnoitring,  my  brigade,  beinff  in  front, 
was  ordered  by  Maior-Qeneral  Uneatham  to 
drive  them  from  and  take  possession  of  the 
ridge.  My  line  was  formed  on  the  ri^ht  of  the 
rofMl  and  properly  sustained  with  skirmishers. 
With  these  oiraositions  my  command  was  ad- 
advanoed  to  ue  attack,  and  after  a  spirited 
engagement  of  a  few  moments  the  enen^  was 
driven,  and  the  ridge  top  was  in  our  possession. 
My  loss  in  this  a&ir  was  eighteen  Jdlled  and 
wounded. 

Throngh  all  the  trials  and  dangers  incident  to 
their  part  in  this  memorable  batSe,  the  conduct 
of  my  command  was  such  as  might  have  been 
expected  of  intelligent  and  patriotic  veterans. 
Their  ranks  had  been  thinned  on  many  other 
fields,  yet  all  were  eager  here  to  strike  for  the 
right  as  though  there  was  no  death,  no  suffering 
before  them,  out  onl^  their  cause  to  serve. 

I  feel  it  proper,  m  addition  to  those  whose 
good  conduct  has  been  mentioned  in  connection 
with  their  wounds,  to  express  mv  thaiJcs  to  Col- 
onels Porter  and  Field,  commanding  regiments, 
and  tlieir  associate  field  officers,  lieutenaut-Gol- 
onel  Buford,  lieutenant^lonel  House  and  Major 
Allen,  for  their  zealous  and  efficient  aid  through- 
out the  engagement  Also  to  Major  Maney, 
oonunanding  battaUon  of  sharpsJiooters,  and 
Captain  Bostwick,  of  the  Seventh  Tennessee 
regiment,  who  commanded  the  regiment  with 
gallantry  and  ability  after  the  fedl  of  all  its  field 
officers.  Lieutenant  Turner,  commanding  bat- 
terv,  deserves  especial  notice  for  the  effective 
and  decisive  manner  in  which  his  battery  was 
commanded  and  served.  I  also  mention  Lieu- 
tenant Henry,  of  the  battery,  for  his  gjallant  and 
efficient  conduct  My  staff-^Gaptun  Porter, 
Assistant  Adjutant^neral ;  Lieutenant  House, 


Aid-de-Gamp,  and  Lieutenant  Ruble,  Assistant 
Adjutant  and  Inspector-General — ^have  my  thanka 
for  their  courage  and  great  asslBtance  through- 
out the  engagement  Private  William  Whitt- 
home,  for  the  time  disabled,  by  a  wound  received 
in  a  former  action,  from  carrying  his  musket, 
tendered  his  services,  and  I  must  conomend  his 
intelligence  and  gallantry  in  conveying  my  orders 
to  different  parte  of  the  field. 

Listo  of  casualties  in  mv  command  have  been 
furnished.     Reporte  of  battalion  commanders 
herewith  filed,  are  referred  to  for  particulars  and 
for  instances  of  gallantry  in  their  conmiands. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gboros  Manbt, 

BrlgRdier-Oe&eral,  comnmnding. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-tiJBNERAL  0.  F.  STRAHtL 

HKiOQtJuans  8tblabi/s  Bugadb,     \ 
liasKOfUct  RroaK,  September  ao,  1868.  J 

McAor  Jcanei  D,  Porter,  Jr.,  AsaietcoU  Ad^ttkud- 

Cfeneral  ChecUham*»  Division : 

Sib  :  On  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth  instant, 
my  brigade,  composed  of  the  Fourth  and  FifUi, 
Nineteenth,  Twenty-fourth,  Thirty-first  and  Thir- 
ty-third Tennessee  regimente,  and  Captain  Stan- 
ford's rifie  battery,  moved  by  the  right  fiank,  in 
compliance  with  orders   from-  division   head- 

rirtors,  and  crossed  Ghickamauga  Greek  about 
ee  miles  below  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill.  From 
this  point,  and  about  the  middle  of  the  day,  we 
moved  rapidly  to  the  right  about  two  miles, 
where  we  halted  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  im- 
mediately on  the  left  of  General  Maney's  brigade. 
About  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Cheatham  to  move  forward,  which  I  did, 
and  took  a  position  immediately  in  rear  of  Gen- 
eral Smith's  brigade,  which  was  at  that  time 
hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  some  two 
hundred  ywds  in  front  of  the  position  I  had 
taken: 

Shortly  after  taking  this  position,  General 
Smith  sent  me  word  that  he  was  about  to  be 
driven  back,  and  wished  me  to  come  to  his  sup- 
port, which  I  did  at  once,  moving  forward  over 
his  line  to  a  small  elevation  some  two  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  in  hia  front,  entirely  relieving 
him,  and  engaging  the  enemy.  Loi  a  short  time 
after  thus  engaging  the  enemv,  General  Smith 
rode  up  to  me,  and  told  me  that  my  left  fiank 
was  still  in  rear  of  Greneral  Wright,  and  that  my 
right  flank  was  not  supported  by  any  one,  and 
tl^t  I  was  in  a  position  to  be  flanked  by  the  ene- 
my on  my  righ^  unless  I  immediately  moved  in 
that  direction.  Discovering,  however,  that  Gen- 
eral Wright  had  retired,  and  that  none  of  our 
troops  were  in  my  front,  and  knowing  the  great 
danger  of  attempting  a  flank  movement  in  the 
presence  and  under  the  fire  of  an  enemy,  and 
expecting  General  Maney  to  come  up  on  my 
right,  I  old  not  move  in  that  direction  until  Gen- 
eral Smith  rode  up  to  me  a  second  time,  and  told 
me  that  General  Cheatham  directed  that  I  should 
close  the  gap  between  myself  and  General  Jack- 
son, by  moving;  to  the  right  I  then  concluded 
that  Gfenecal  liumey  had  been  ordered  elsewhere. 
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and  I,  therefore,  immediatelj  gave  orders  to 
iiA>ve  to  the  rieht,  but  had  haraly  commenoed 
the  moTement  before  the  enemy  met  the  front  of 
mjcdumn  with  a  mnrderons  and  destmctive 
fire,  enfilading  nearly  the  whole  of  my  line,  and 


movii^  in  anch  a  direction  as  soon  to  be  in  the 
rear  ofmy  right,  if  I  attempted  to  hold  the  posi- 
tion I  then  had. 

The  position  of  the  two  lines  were  abont  as 
is  shown  by  the  f onomcing  diagram : 


V^ 
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Therefore,  not  knowing  whether  I  was  to  re- 
ceive support  on  my  right,  and  having  no  time 
for  delay,  1  immediately  gave  orders  for  my  line 
to  retire,  and  at  once  moved  back  to  a  position 
where  I  hoped  to  be  able  to  prevent  tilie  enemy 
from  flanlnng  me.  I  gained  this  position  with 
my  left  in  good  order,  my  riffht  being  thrown 
into  oonftision  by  tk»  heavy  fire  they  were  re- 
ceiving, both  from  the  front  and  on  their  flank. 
The  officers,  however,  all  acted  with  great  gal- 
lantry and  coolness,  and  immediately  rallied 
their  men  as  soon  as  they  arrived  at  positions 
where  ^ey  conki  do  so  and  not  be  in  immediate 
danger  of  being  flanked.  In  this  movement  we 
were  compelled  to  leave  most  of  our  men  killed 
and  wounded  on  the  field,  some  of  which  fell 
into  liie  hands  of  the  enemy.  Our  loss  whilst 
placed  in  tiiis  unfortonate  position  was  near  two 
nnndred,  and  among  that  number  some  veiy 
valuable  and  gallant  officers. 

Most  of  the  field  officers  on  my  right  were 
dismounted  by  having  their  horses  shot  from 
under  them,  and  Major  Heiskell,  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Tennessee  reeiment,  a  very  gallant  officer, 
was  severely  wounded  in  the  foot 

During  this  short  encounter  with  the  enemy 
the  Nineteenth  Tennessee  regiment  was  on  my 
right,  and  was  therefore  much  more  exposed, 
and  consequently  met  with  a  much  heavier  loss 
than  any  other  in  the  brigade.  But  its  field 
officers,  Colonel  F.  M.  Walker  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  B.  F.  Moore,  acted  with  such  coolness 
and  gallantry  that  tiiey  inspired  their  men  with 
courage  and  confidence,  and  prevented  that  de- 
moralSaation  which  might  have  been  expected 
under  such  trying  circumstances. 

It  was  now,  while  engaged  in  re-forming  my 
line,  that  General  Maney  came  up  and  pressed 
the  enemy  back  for  some  distance  on  my  right, 
and  soon  became  hotly  engaged.  As  soon  as  my 
line  was  re-formed  I  moved  forward  to  his  sup- 
port, and  arrived  on  a  line  with  his  left  just  in 
time  to  meet  the  enemv,  who  were  advancing 
rapidly  and  pressing  his  Kne  back.  My  three 
regiments,  the  Nineteenth,  Thirty-first,  and  Thir- 
ty-third, were  thrown  forwiid  in  advance  of  the 
left  of  my  brigade  and  took  possession  of  a 
sm-"  -^'^  '^'  woods,  which  they  held  until  the 
y  ^^ht  had  fallen  back  so  far  that 

"ncposed  to  a  severe  enfilading 


fire,  when  t  again  ordered  them  to  retire  to  the 
position  where  they  had  first  redlied,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  swinging  around  my 
right  and  thus  eemng  in  my  rear.  Then  I  re- 
formed my  whole  line,  but  learning  tbat  General 
Smith's  brigade  was  in  line  just  on  my  right  and 
but  a  short  distance  in  my  rear,  and  being  with- 
out support  on  either  flank,  I  deemed  it  advisa- 
ble to  move  back  and  form  on  him ;  which  I  did, 
and  remained  in  Ibis  position  until  dark. 

While  in  this  position,  my  battery,  commanded 
by  Captain  T.  P,  Stanford,  for  the  first  time 
opened  upon  the  enemv  and  shelled  them  for  a 
short  time,  but  with  what  effect  I  could  not  tell. 
The  ground  over  which  we  had  been  fighting 
during  the  afternoon  was  of  such  a  nature  that 
it  would  not  admit  of  ti^e  use  of  artillerv,  and 
especially  of  a  rifle  batterv;  therefore  t  was 
compelled  to  meet  every  advance  of  the  enemv 
with  my  infantry  alone,  although  their  batten^ 
were  playing  on  me  the  whole  time,  and  from 
positions  that  made  their  fire  very  effective.  Mt 
battery,  however,  was  at  all  times  immediately 
in  my  rear,  and  ready,  at  a  moment's  notice,  to 
go  into  position  had  an  opportuni^  offered 
where  it  could  have  been  used  with  effect 

About  dark  General  Deshler's  brigade,  which 
was  then  in  my  rear,  was  ordered  to  tbe  front, 
and  moved  forward  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cover 
my  right  In  a  short  time  after  he  had  passed 
me,  ffoing  to. the  firont,  I  was  ordered  to  follow, 
and  did  bo,  continuing  to  advance  until  I  came 
up  with  his  line,  wUch  was  an  old  field,  and 
near  where  we  had  been  engaged  during  the 
afternoon.  Here  we  bivouacled  for  the  night 
in  line  of  battle. 

During  the  night  our  infirmary  corps  brought 
off  many  of  our  killed  and  wounded  tnat  we  had 
left  on  the  field. 

The  next  morning  we  were  held  in  tiiis  posi- 
tion until  noon  or  later,  when  we  moved  by  the 
right  flank  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  army,  and 
was  liien  moved  forward  and  placed  in  position 
immediately  in  rear  of  GeneM  Liddell's  cnm- 
mand,  and  there  remained  untQ  the  morning  of 
the  twenty-first,  when  I  formed  on  Ibe  right  of 
General  Liddell  and  sent  forward  skiimiRhera 
some  two  miles  and  a  half,  but  without  discov- 
ering an  enemy,  save  some  few  straprlers,  who 
surrendered  without  making  any  resistance. 


DOGUHBNTS. 
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Daring  the  wkoie  engagement  my  oommaiul 
W£U3  almost  continually  wimin  range  of  the  ene* 
my's  cannon,  and,  at  timeai  eunered  aeverely 
from  it. 

My  Ordnance  Officer,  Lieutenant  Winston, 
daring  and  after  the  engagement,  collected  and 
hauled  £rom  the  field  one  thousand  stand  of 

Several  small  squadid  of  prisoners  were  taken 
by  my  men  and  sent  to  the  rear,  but  without 
any  account  of  their  nimiber. 

The  company  and  field  officers,  as  a  general 
thing,  conducted  themselves  with  great  g^lantry 
and  coohiess,  and  discharged  their  duties  in  sucm 
a  manner  as  to  reflect  much  credit  upon  them- 
selves and  their  commands.  The  privates  in  the 
rankfl,  as  usual,  displayed  that  noble  courage 
for  which  Southern  soldiers  have  ever  been  dia- 
tingaished. 

My  sta£f  officers,  Gaptun  J.  W.  Johnscm,  A* 
A.  G.,  and  Lieutenant  John  S.  Chapman,  A.  A. 
L  G.,  rendered  me  very  efficient  service  on 
&e  field,  and  during  tue  whole  engagement 
manifeeted  a  zeal  and  energy  in  the  discharge 
of   their  duties  that  was  truly  commendabie. 

I  have  already  forwarded  to  you  a  list  of  the 
caaualties  of  this  brigade,  showing  the  name, 
rank  and  command  of  tne  officers  and  men  killed, 
wonnded  and  missing  during  the  engagement 
That  report  shows  our  loss  in  killed  to  be  nine- 
teen; wounded,  two  hundred  and  three,  and 
nuaaing,  twenty-eight — ^making  the  whole  loss 
Boatained  by  the  brigade  two  hundred  and  ^ty, 
officers  and  men. 

Some  of  the  missing  have  sanoe  been  heard  of 
as  woonded  and  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Many  of  the  wonnded  men  are  but  slightly  in- 
jured, and  will  soon  be  able  to  ioin  their  com- 
rades. But  there  are  manv  noble  spirits  who 
wiU  never  return ;  and  while  we  have  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  our  gallant  dead,  and  vi^inpathize 
with  those  who  are  suffering  from  their  wounds, 
yet  we  cannot  but  rejoice  that  the  tide  of  in- 
vaaion  has,  for  once,  been  hurled  back,  and  that 
the  fiaces  of  our  gallant  and  victorious  soldiers 
are  now  turned  towarda  their  hcnnes,  and  that  a 
new  and  unconquerable  spirit  haa  been  aroused 
throughout  our  whole  army. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

0.  F.  Stbahl, 

Brtgitdtor-OeiMEsl. 
BEFORT  OF  BBIOADIER-GENERAL  H.  J.  WBI6HT. 
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PaUL'8  Com,  AMiT  oi  Iktui; 

I«  na  FlELo,  October  0, 
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Mogor  Jame9  D.  Porter,  AmtkuU  AtffutatU- 

Mjuor:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  in 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  on  the  nineteenth 
and  twentieth  ultimo : 

On  Saturday,  nineteenth  ultimo,  at  half-past 
eight  o'clock  a.  m.,  I  was  ordered  by  Major-Geur 
era!  Cheatham  to  advance  and  cross  the  Chicka- 
mauga, at  a  ford  known  as Ford,  follow- 


ing immediately  after  Brigadier-General  Prestonr 
Smith's  brigade,  and  followed  by  Brundier'^n- 
eral  George  Maney 's  brigade.  Immediately  after 
we  crossed  the  ford  heavy  firing  coomieDoed  in 
our  front,  which  waa  ascertained  to  be  an  en- 
gagement between  the  reserve  division  of  Major- 
General  Walker  and  the  enemy,  who  was  in 
heavy  foroe  and  was  pressing  Walker  hotly  with 
his  largely  superior  numbers.  My  brigade,  after 
crossing,  was  formed  in  line  of  ^ttle  in  a  field, 
in  the  rear  of  Brigadier-Gtoneral  Smith.  I  was 
ordered  to  follow  invnediately  in  the  rear  of 
Smith  when  he  moved.  In  an  hour  Smith  moved 
in  the  direction  of  the  battle-fidd,  and  we  fol- 
lowed closely  in  his  rear.  After  moving  into  a 
wood  in  a  direction  inclining  down  the  Ghicksr 
mauga,  another  halt  was  made  of  half  an  hour, 
when  I  received  an  order  from  General  Cheat* 
ham  to  form  in  line  of  battle,  and  moved  forward 
in  a  direction  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  road 
along  which  we  were  posted,  with  that  brave 
and  accomplished  officer,  Gtoueral  Preston  SmiUi, 
still  on  my  right  Maney  being  in  my  rear  in 
the  line  of  nuurch,  1  supposed  that  he  would 
be  ordered  up  to  the  left  Indeed,  in  the  act  of 
executing  the  forward  movement  in  line  of 
battle,  I  waa  informed  by  G^Mcal  Smith  that 
we  were  a  supporting  force  to  M%jor-General 
Walker,  who  was  supposed  to  be  in  our  front 
My  brigade  is  composed  of  the  following  regi- 
ments, which  movcMd  in  line,  from  right  to 
left, in  the  order  named:  Sixteenth  Tennessee 
regiment  Colonel  D.  M*  Donnell  command- 
ing ;  Eighth  Tennessee  regiment,  Colonel  John 
H.  Anaerson  coomiandi^;  Fifty-first  and 
Fifty4iecond  Tennessee  .regiments,  lieutenant 
Colonel  John  G.  Hall  commandiiw;;  Twenty- 
eight  Tennessee  regimMit,  Colouef  S.  S.  Stan- 
ton commanding ;  Thirty-eighth  Tennessee 
regiment  and  Murray's  Tennessee  battalion, 
Colonel  John  C.  Carter  commanding,  with  the 
battery  of  l^ht  artillery  commanded  by  Ca|>- 
tain  Wm.  W.  Cames.  The  men  moved  up  m 
splendid  style,  obeying  all  orders  with  the 
akcrity  and  predsion  which  is  tineir  habit 
on  parade.  With  the  information  I  had  re- 
ceived, believing  Muor-Greneral  Walker  in  our 
front,  I  had  directed  each  regiment  to  throw 
out  skirmishers,  and  thus  guard  against  the  too 
frequent  and  often  crimimd  folly  of  pouring  a 
fire  in  the  rear  of  our  own  comrades  in  arms 
when  engaged  against  a  foe  in  front  This 
order  I  immediatel|y  countermanded  when  it  be- 
came quite  evident  that  a  most  galling  fire  had 
been  opened  by  the  enemy's  batteries  and  ii^ 
fantry  upon  my  right  fiank  and  a  portion  of  the 
centre.  This  fire  continued  for  some  minutes 
before  the  left  fiank  was  engsf^ed,  and  waa  the 
result  of  my  line  of  battle  bemg  advanced  ob- 
liquely towards  the  right,  instead  of  being  par- 
altel  to  the  envoy's  line.  It  waa  certainly  due, 
also,  somewhat  to  the  fact  that  the  Sixteenui  and 
Eighth  Tennessee  regiments,  extendinK  their  line 
into  a  corn  field  in  open  view  of  tlie  enemy, 
whose  position  was  concealed  by  timber  ana 
uuder-growth,  were  compelled  id  advance  into 
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tiie  wood  in  fronts  ihiu  finding  Abetter  and  more 
eecure  poeition,  and  some  cover  for  their  men 
from  the  murderoufl  fire  which  thej  were  gal- 
lantly rastBining. 

The  centre  and  left,  however,  soon  became 
eameetly  engaged.  Having  no  eligible  posi- 
tion for  artiUeiy  near  the  centre,  I  waa  compelled 
to  post  Oamee'  battery  (8teaben  artillery)  on  the 
left  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Tennesse  regiment,  be- 
ing the  extreme  left  of  my  position  ;  supposing, 
too,  at  that  time,  that  I  woold  be  sopported  on 
the  left  by  the  brigades  both  of  Brigculier-Gen- 
eral  Maney  and  Brigadier«genenil  StrahL  My 
position  was  near  the  foot  of  a  declivity,  gently 
rising  towards  the  left  and  presenting  on  that 
fiank  the  highest  gronnd  on  onr  line,  and  there- 
fore the  best  position  for  artillery ;  while  that  of 
the  enemy  was  on  an  eminence  rising  from  the 
drain  or  low  grouod  jost  in  our  front,  many  feet 
above  onrs,  and  protected  by  works  probably 
thrown  op  the  previous  night. 

Immediately  after  the  enemy's  fire  was  opened, 
I  di^Mtched  the  order  to  commenoe  firing  to 
each  of  the  commanding  ofllcers  of  regiments, 
which  was  ezeoated  promptly,  and  with  coolness 
and  precision.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  tiie 
efiect  of  our  firing  upon  tilie  enemy  was  terrific, 
frtnn  tilie  report  of  a  wounded  officer,  who  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  and  subsequently 
escaped,  and  from  a  oareful  survey  of  the  battle- 
ground by  some  of  the  men  after  the  action. 

The  enemy  opened  upon  us  a  cross  fire  of  two 
batteries,  and  a  concentrated  shower  of  musket 
shot  from  a  greatly  superior  force,  their  line  ex- 
tending the  full  lenrth  of  a  brigade  beyond  my 
unsupported  left  Our.men  met  the  terrible  fire 
which  was  hurled  upon  them,  with  constancy, 
coolness,  and  undaunted  courage,  bearing  the 
shock  like  veterans,  and  not  perceptibly  waver- 
ing beneath  its  severity,  and  returning  shot  for 
shot,  as  fiu*  as  their  inferiority  of  numbars  would 
allow. 

After  sustaining  this  fire  for  three  hours  and  a 
half,  from  twelve  m .  to  three  tfhd  a  half  p.  m.,  see- 
ing that  Brigadier  General  Smith,  immediately  on 
my  right,  had  withdrawn  from  the  field,  and  leani- 
ing  from  some  of  my  officers  that  their  ammu- 
nition was  nearly  exhausted,  I  determined  to 
order  the  brigade  to  retire.  Before,  however,  I 
oould  give  orders  to  execute  this  movement,  a 
courier  informed  me  that  the  enemy  was  fiank- 
faig  m^  position,  which  upon  movmg  in  that 
direction,  I  distinctly  discovered,  seeing  his  line 
moving  through  the  ravine  and  under-growth 
upon  the  left  flank.  I  then  dispatched  oimen  to 
the  Colonels  and  commander  of  the  battery  to 
withdraw  to  a  hiU  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
the  rear.  Discovering  at  this  opportune  mom^it 
a  supporting  brigade  approaching  in  line  of  bat- 
tle, and  not  oeing  able  to  move  rapidly  enough 
to  communicate  with  the  Grenwal  commanding 
(Brigadier  General  Clayton),  in  consequence  of 
my  being  dismounted,  I  requested  the  Colonel 
conunanding  the  leading  regiment  to  move  to 
my  left  and  protect  the  men  in  retiring,  whidi 
he  did  promptly  and  efficiently.    At  toe  same 


time  I  informed  him  that  the  enemy  waa  flankiiig 
our  position. 

Each  of  ike  regiments  was  withdrawn  slowly 
and  in  good  order.  Although  aU  the  horses  of 
the  battery,  except  three,  were  killed,  and  aboo: 
one  half  of  the  company  shot  down,  either  killed 
or  wounded,  thus  rendering  the  battery  useless 
to  check  the  advance  of  me  enemy's  flanking 
force,  Captain  Cames,  First  lieutenant  Maisball 
and  Second  lieutenant  Cockrell,  of  the  artillt-rr, 
remained  with  the  battery  until  they  received 
orders  to  retire,  narrowly  escaping  capture,  an  i 
gallantly  standing  at  their  posts  until  tne  last  mo- 
ment Second  Lieutenant  Yan  Yleok  gaDaDtir 
died  at  his  post 

After  retiring  from  the  field  I  at  once  dis- 
patched a  sta&officer  to  Majar-Genend  Cheat- 
nam,  advismg  him  of  the  position  of  the  brigade, 
and  informing  him  of  the  fact  that  our  ammu- 
nition was  nearly  exhansted,  which  was  promptly 
supplied. 

After  five  o'dock  p.  m.,  the  brigade  was  again 
ordered  to  take  position  about  four  hundred 
yards  to  the  right  of  the  ground  on  which  wt- 
had  fought  tiie  enemy.  Major-Geneial  Clebunie's 
division  and  Smith's  brigade,  of  Muor  G^aeral 
Cheatham's  division,  at  about  six  o  dock  f.  k  . 
on  our  immediate  right,  made  a  most  gallant  and 
successful  movement  upon  the  enemjrsposilinn: 
but  my  brigade  was  not  ordered  to  participate 
in  the  glorious  charge  which  cost  the  lives  of 
many  brave  patriots,  and  among  them  the  heroic 
Gheneral  Preston  Smith. 

Having  bivouacked  at  this  positioii  on  Satur- 
day night,  on  Sunday  morning,  a  line  oi  battle 
was  again  formed  and  held  steadily  for  threr 
hours  under  a  most  h^roaaing  fire   from  the 
enemy's  batteries.    One  man  of  the  Sixteenth 
Tennessee  regiment  was  severely  wounded  by 
a  round  shot     About  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  was 
ordered  to  move  the  brigade  around  to  the  right 
of  our  position,  foUowu^  Maney  in  moving  bj 
the  rigat  flank.    About  six  o'clock  p.  m.,  Maner 
being  on  our  left,  I  was  ordered  to  follow  his 
movements  in  line  of  batde.    Major-General 
Walker's  division  and  Brigadier-General  Jack- 
son's  brigade,  of  Cheathani's   division,  were 
already  engaged  fiercely  in  assaulting  a  fortified 
position  of  the  enemy,  at  whidi  a  very  lar^ 
force  of  his  artillery  had  been  concentrated.    A 
fmious  contest  was  raging,  with  wild  and  ter- 
rible carnage.     Thouen  Uie  gallant  troops  of 
Walker  and  Jackson  held  their  position  with  us- 
surpaased  stubbornness  and  heroisnk,  yet  the 
enen^,  encouraged  by  the  strength,  natural  arji 
artificial,  of  his  position,  and  his  concentrated 
forces,  was  making  a  most  stubborn  fight  At  this 
critical  moment  the  two  brigades  (€enaal  Mj- 
ney^s  and  my  own)  were  precipitated,  with  a  deaf- 
ening hurrah,  ana  a  rapid  shock,  to  support  oor 
gallant  comrades,  who  were  contending  agaiost 
unequal  odds.  The  men  were  in  the  hi^beatspirits 
and  moved  forward  with  an  animation  mat  I 
have  never  seen  surpassed.    At  tiiis  time  the 
scene  was  one  of  the  most  animated  and  excitinf: 
that  can  be  imagined.    The  whole  issue  of  th« 
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combat  seemed  suspended  upon  a  moment's 
^ork.  The  shouts  of  our  galunt  patriots  pre- 
saged success,  and  every  eye  was  lighted  wiih 
victory.  It  came  at  that  propitious  moment 
The  enemy,  ahready  daunted  by  the  fierce  ordeal 
through  which  they  had  passed  from  the  guns  of 
Walker  and  Jackson,  could  no  longer  bear  the 
trial  when  the  cheers  of  our  reinforcing  ^ttal- 
ions  were  waffced  to  Ihem  on  tiie  evening  breeze. 
They  broke  in  hopeless  confoston  and  rout,  pre- 
cipitately fled  before  our  punning  columns, 
leaving  their  dead  and  wounded  behind  them 
and  several  pieces  of  their  artillery.  Although 
my  brigade  did  not  reach  the  position  in  time  to 
fire  but  a  very  few  guns  from  liie  lliirty«eighth 
Tennessee  regiment,  yet  it  is  a. source  of  heart- 
felt satisfaction  that  the  cheers  of  the  men  and 
their  impetuous  chavRe  assisted  in  striking  tei^ 
ror  into  the  heart  of  uie  foe  and  in  hastening  his 
inglorious  flight 

In  this  engagement  and  that  of  Saturday,  the 
brigade  captured  seventy-one  prisoners,  includ- 
ing a  Captain  and  two  Lieutenants.  The  loss  in 
the  brigade  was  forty-four  killed  on  the  field, 
forty-t&ee  missing  (most  of  whom  are  known  to 
be,  and  the  others  are  supposed  to  be,  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy),  and  four  hundred  wounded. 

Amon^  the  killed  I  regret  to  mention  Oaptain 
Parks, Sixteenth  Tennessee  regiment;  Lieuten- 
ant Hainey,  Murray's  battalion,  attached  to  tiie 
Thirty-eighth  Tennessee  regiment;  Lieutenant 
Wade  and  Color-bearer  Bland,  of  the  Fifty-first 
and  Fifty-second  Tennessee  regiments ;  Captain 
Whaley  and  Lieutenant  Craig,  of  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Tennessee  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  Van 
Vieck,  Cames'  battery.  Among  the  wounded 
were  Colonels  John  a.  Anderson  and  D.  M.  Don- 
neU ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  G.  Hedl,  and  Major  T. 
Gr.  Handle ;  Captains  Ptiryear,  Callnm,  and  Bonds, 
and  Lieutenants  Cunningham,  Leonard,  Flynn, 
and  Shaw,  Eightii* Tennessee  regiment;  Lieu- 
tenants Potter,  Owen,  and  Worthington,  Six- 
teenth Tennessee  regiment ;  Captain  McDonald, 
and  Lieutenants  Apple,  Dauley,  and  Taylor, 
Twenty-eighth  Tennessee  regiment;  Adjutant 
Garuthers,  Lieutenants  Banks  and  Ridout,  Thir- 
ty-ekjhth  Tennessee  regiment,  and  Oaptain  Bur- 
ton, Lieutenants  Billings.  Chester,  White,  Hainey, 
Tilhnan,  and  Wade,  Fiftv-first  and  Fifty-second 
Tennessee  regiments.  All  the  field  officers  of 
the  brigade,  and  the  officers  of  the  battenr,  acted 
with  such  distmguished  eallantry  that  1  feel  it 
would  be  invidious  to  make  a  distinction.  Com- 
pany officers  and  men,  with  very  inconsiderable 
exceptions  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge, 
bore  themselves  with  a  gallantnr  and  steadiness 
becoming  patriots  contending  n>r  freedom  and 
all  that  honorable  men  hold  dear. 

I  am  indebted  for  valuable  assistance  during 
the  engagement  to  my  staff  officers,  Oaptain 
Leon  Trousdale,  Assistant  AdjutantOeneral ;  Cap- 
tain £.  F.  Lee,  Assistant  Inspector-Genera] ;  my 
Aids-d&€amp,  Lieutenant  K  T.  Harris,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Sidney  Womack,  and  Mr.  Charles  T. 
Smith.  They  each  discharged  their  duties  with 
fidelity  and  zeaL    One  of  my  couriers,  1&.  Wil- , 


liam  S.  HUl,  won  the  commendation  of  all  and 
my  warm  thanks,  for  his  gallantry  and  alacrity 
in  the  discharge  of  his  perilous  duties.  Briga- 
dier-General W.  C.  Whitthome,  Adjutant<>en- 
eial  of  Tennessee,  volunteered  to  act  as  Aid-de- 
Camp  on  the  first  day's  march  from  Chattanooga, 
and  discharged  the  various  duties  that  I  assigned 
to  him  with  a  promptness,  courage,  and  ability 
which  merit  and  receive  my  wannest  thanks. 
On  the  field  Gknend  Whitthome  conducted  him- 
self with  conspicuous  ^lantry.  The  infirmary 
corps  disohareed  their  duties  with  such  fearless- 
ness and  fiddity  as  to  attract  my  special  obser- 
vation. The  provost  guard  also,  under  their 
worthy  and  gaJlant  Provost-Marshal,  Lieutenant 
Richardson,  folly  fulfilled  the  standard  of  their 
duties.  They  lost  one  killed  and  two  wounded 
in  the  eng^agement  of  Saturday. 

I  unite  with  all  true  patriots  of  our  country 
in  returning  thanks  to  Almighty  Gk>d,  without 
whose  assistance  our  stren^  is  weakness, 
for  the  substantial  victory  with  which  he  has 
crowned  our  efforts. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  reports  of  the  regi- 
mental commanders  of  the  brigade,  to  which 
your  especial  attention  is  respectfully  invoked. 

I  regret  I  cannot  accompany  them  with  the 
report  of  Captain  Cames,  commanding  batlery, 
whose  absence  on  business  connected  with  his 
battery  necessarily  delays  its  preparation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  M^or, 
Very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

Maboob  J.  Wbioht, 

BrigMUer-Q«iiflnd. 

BDQBT  Of  BBIOAUKR^ENXRAI*  J.  K.  JACKSON. 

HBAOQUAJtms  jAcisoir*s  Buaim,  QnAiBiit'a  DrmK>ir, ) 
P0tx'8  Oonv,  AaxT  ot  TwnanB,  Hvon  CbARA-  v 
irooQA,  October  8,  1863.  j 

McQor  John  Inoram,  A,  A,  O,  Gheodham's  Dir 
tnaion,  Polk'a  Corpt,  A.  T.  : 

Major:  On  the  nineteenth  September,  1863, 
at  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  bri- 
gade which  I  have  the  honor  to  command,  be- 
ing the  advance  of  Major-General  Cheatham's 
division,  crossed  Chickamauga  Creek  at  Hunt's 
or  Dalton's  Ford,  about  a  mile  below  Lee  and 
Gk>rdon's  Mill.  The  brigade  was  immediately 
deployed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  west  side  of 
the  creek,  and  awaited  the  crossing  by  the  re- 
mainder of  the  division. 

At  about  nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  moved  by  the 
flank  in  a  north-western  direction  and  formed 
line  in  the  rear  of  Major^Genend  Buckner's 
right,  as  his  reserve.  Remained  in  this  position 
sTOUt  an  hour,  when  an  order  was  received  to 
move  stOl  further  to  the  right  to  the  support  of 
Major-Oeneral  Walker.  F^tssiiig  rapidly  about 
half  a  mile  northward  by  the  right  flank,  the  bri- 
gade readied  the  road  leading  from  Alexander's 
Bridge,  and  proceeded  thence  westward  about 
half  a  mile.  Here  the  line  of  Major-General 
Walker's  troops  was  reached.  My  brigade  was 
immediately  plaoed  in  line  of  battle  and  ordered 
to  advance.  The  order  was  promptly  and  cheer- 


440 


REBELUON    BBOOBD,    1862-65. 


fully  obeyed,  and  the  advance  continued  about 
one  hundred  and  fUty  vards,  when  the  enemy 
opened  fire  upon  my  left  centre.  The  brigade 
returned  the  fire,  which  soon  became  geneniL 
A  charge  being  ordered,  the  troops  responded 
with  great  intrepidity,  driving  the  enemv  before 
them  from  a  half  to  three  quartera  of  a  mile, 
captured  three  pieces  of  artillery,  which  were 
immediately  sent  to  tiie  rear ;  also,  a  large  nmoh 
ber  of  knapsacks,  from  which  the  enemy  had 
been  driven. 

At  this  point  the  enemy,  being  heavily  rein- 
forced and  having  the  advantage  of  breast- 
works, checked  &e  advance  of  the  brigade  and 
stubbornly  held  their  ground. 

Seeing  troops  on  the  left  retiring,  I  sent  to 
inquire  the  meaning  of  it,  and  was  informed 
that  it  was  part  of  Brigadier-Qeneral  Preston 
Smith's  brigade,  which  had  been  pressed  back  by 
superior  numbers,  thus  leaving  my  flank  entirely 
exposed.  Soon  after,  my  left  fell  back,  under  the 
false  impression  tluit  a  retreat  had  been  or- 
dered, but  were  immediately  rallied   and  re- 
formed, and  promptiy  retook  their  original  po- 
sition.   Leaniing  that  the  enemy  were  endeay- 
oring  to  torn  my  right,  which  was  not  protected 
by  any  infantry  foroe,  and  tlie  left  being  ex- 
posed and  nearly  out  of  ammunition,  I  sent  a 
staff  officer  to  request  Brigadier^slenerai  Maney, 
whose  brigade  was  in  reserve,  to  come  to  my 
relief.    The  contest  had  now  liisted  for  about 
two  hours,  and  had  been  unusually  severe.   My 
battery,  commanded  by  Oaptain  John  Scoggin, 
had  moved  up  with  tiie  line  and  done  gooa  ser-  { 
vice.  Brigadier-(}eneral  Maney's  briga(^  moved 
forward  ^lantly,  and,  upon  being  relieved  by 
him,  I  ordered  m^  brigade  to  retire ;  which  was 
done  slowly  and  in  good  order.    While  moving 
to  the  rear  Hie  horses  of  one  piece  and  one 
caisson  were  disabled,  and  consequently  that 
piece  and  caisson  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  en- 
emy, but  were  subsequently  recovered.    Line  of 
battle  was  formed,  again,  in  the  position  occu- 
pied before  the  advance  and  on  the  right  of 
Turner's  battery.    My  battery  was  so  posted  as 
to  have  a  cross  fire  in  front  of  Turner's  bat- 
tery.   The  enemy's  advance  uxx>n  us  was  check- 
ed at  this  point 

A  little  before  dark  Mc^c^-Genend  Qebunie, 
having  formed  a  line  on  my  right,  making  an 
obtuse  angle  with  mine,  commenced  a  forward 
movement,  and  about  the  same  time  an  order 
was  received  from  Maior-Qeneral  Cheatbwn  to 
move  up  my  brigade  also,  which  was  promptly 
done. 

The  fire  of  small  arms  inunediately  became 
severe.  The  left  of  my  brisade,  thinking,  in 
the  darkening  twilight,  that  Major-General  Cle- 
burne's Une  was  in  their  front,  became  a  little 
confused  by  the  suddenness  and  severity  of  the 
fire,  but  were  soon  brought  up.  and  the  whole 
line  advanced  about  six  hundred  yards.  Here 
^e  firing  abruptly  ceased,  and,  it  being  now 
quite  dark  and  the  impression  still  prevailixig 
that  our  friends  were  in  fronts  Major  W.  D.  0. 
liov^  '"v  vMimteer  Aid-de-Oamp.  and  Lieuten- 


ant S.  S.  Harris,  acting  iDspeotor-Genani  of  waj 
brigade,  rode  forward  to  asoertain  the  &cte| 
when  Major  Lloyd  rode  into  the  enemy's  Hnes 
and  was  c^>tured. 

My  brigade  had  moved  in  M^p^neral  de- 
bume's  Ime,  with  Brigadier-Grenerai  Deshlar's 
brigade  on  its  lef t«  About  nine  o'dodc  at  night, 
in  order  to  allow  Brif^ier-General  Deshkr  to 
close  upon  his  own  division,  I  ordered  my  bri- 
gade to  retire  to  its  original  position,  -woBse  it 
remained  until  morning. 

On  Sunday  momine,  the  twentieth  instant,  in 

gursuance  of  orders  nrom  Maior-Qeneral  Cheat- 
am,  I  moved  by  the  left  flank  about  half  a 
mile  and  took  position  as  a  reserve  in  the  rear 
of  Brigadier-General  Maney's  brigade.  B«nsin- 
ing  there  imtil  about  eleven  oxilock  a.  m.,  I 
moved,  by  order,  back  to  my  orizinal  poflituMi. 
Here  an   order  was   received   from   General 
Brage,  through  Major  Falconer,  Assistant  A^ju- 
tantGeneral,  to  move  at  once  with  my  brigade 
to  the  ri^t  and  front  and  report  to  Lieatenaot- 
Qeneral  HilL    I  moved  promptly  by  die  right 
flank  and  sent  Captain  Merino,  mvAssiBtant  Ad- 
jutantGeneral,  and  Lieutenant  Harris,  to  find 
lieutenant-general  Hill.    They  returned  report^ 
ing  their  search  unsuccessful    At  this  point 
LieutsnantGeneral  Polk  ordered  me  to  take  po- 
sition on  the  right  of  Brigadier-General  PoUc 
and  to  move  forward   at   once.    Deeming  it 
proper,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  tiie  oom- 
mandinff  General,  to  report  to  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Hill  for  orders,  I  moved  still  further  by 
the  right  flank  and  to  the  right  of  Brigadier- 
Generu   Polk's   brigade,   and  sent    again    to 
Lieutenant-Greneral  Hill,  who  directed  mat  my 
brigade   should  take   position   on   Brigadier- 
General  Liddell's  left  and  fiU  up  a  gap  between 
that  brigade  and  Major-General  Cleburne's  ri^ht 
A  staff  officer  of  Lieutenant-General  Hill  having 
indicated  the  position  my  brigade  was  to  take, 
it  was  moved  forward  some  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards,  when  the  commanding  officer  of  my 
shaxpshooters  reported  skirmishers  of  the  enemy 
in  heavy  force  on  my  left  and  opposite  the  gap 
on  Major-Gr«ieral  Cleburne's  ri£^tu  which  my 
brigade  was  insufficient  to  filL    I  directed  two 
ad£tional  companies  to  be  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers, with  orders  to  the  five  companies,  con- 
sisting of  my  battalion  of  sharpshooters  and 
these  two  companies,  to  dislodge  the  enemy. 
After  considerable  skirmishing.  Major  Whitely, 
of  my  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  reported  that 
he  could  not  dislodge  the  enemy ;  that  they  were 
in  strong  force,  ana  supported  by  a  line  of  batUe 
and  a  battery. 

I  immediately  reported  these  facts  to  Lieuten- 
ant-General HiU,  and  that  if  I  advanced,  the  gap 
not  .being  filled  up,  my  left  flank  would  be  ex- 
posed to  an  enffiaoing  fire.  He  sent  me  an  order, 
nevertheless,  to  form  on  Brigadier-General  Lid- 
dell's left  and  move  forward  with  his  line,  lliis 
order  was  promptiy  executed.  The  brigade, 
with,  the  battery  m  the  centre,  moved  forward 
in  splendid  s^le  about  one  hundred  yards,  when 
the  enemy  opened  a  galling  fire  from  the  front 
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and  kffc  flank,  enfilading  the  entire  Ime,  with 
canister  and  small  arms.  The  engagement  now 
became  terrific,  and  the  position  of  taj  brigade 
extremely  oriticaL  The  troops,  however,  stood 
nobly  to  the  work  before  them  and.  steadily  ad- 
▼aacing,  surmonnted  the  hill  on  which  the  ene- 
my's breastworks  were,  the  battery  moving  with 
the  line  and  rendering  effective  service.  The 
enemy  were  driven  from  their  breastworks,  and 
Brigadier-General  Maney's  brigade,  coming  up  at 
this  opportune  moment,  charged  them,  and  the 
the  contest  was  over.  At  daylight  on  Monday 
morning  the  enemy  was  fonnd  to  have  sought 
safety  in  flight,  under  the  cover  of  darkness. 

The  report  of  my  Provost-Marshal  shows  the 
capture  of  sevenly-foiu*  prisoners  (not  indudine 
wounded  men),  representing  twenty-two  regi- 
ments, and  from  five  States. 


I  annex  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  of  my  command,  which  was  composed, 
from  right  to  left,  as  follows :  Second  Georgia 
battalion  sharoshooters,  Eighth  Mississippi  regi- 
ment, Fifth  ^nssis^ppi  regiment,  Scoggin's  bat- 
tery, second  battahon  of  f^irst  Confederate  rai- 
ment, and  the  Fiflh  Georgia  regiment 

The  total  effective  was  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eighty-«ix ;  the  aggregate  effective, 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  five ;  loss,  four 
hundred  and  ninety ;  from  which  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  percentage  of  casualties  was 
34.87,  and  that  the  greatest  loss  was  in  the  Fifth 
Georgia  regiment,  amounting  to  nearly  fifty-five 
per  cent 

I  am,  Major,  respectfully,  &c., 

John  K.  Jackson, 

Brlg»dier-G«neral,  commanding  Brigade. 


Tabular  SbOemeni  qf  (he  Catucdties  qf  Jackson's  Brigade,  Cheatham's  Division,  Polk's  Corps, 
Army  of  Tennessse,  on  (he  nineloeim  and  twenUeHh  of  September,  1863,  in  the  BaUU  qf  Chush- 


Brigadtor-Oeosrel  ud  SUS; 

BaitaUon  of  flharpshooten, 

Eigbth  Himteippi  reglmeai, 

Fifth  UiflsiflSljq^  raiment, 

Scogghi'B  battery  2. 

Socoud  t»atUlion  First  Confederate  roginient., 
Firth  Georgia  regiment, 


Total,, 


101 

876 

226 

86 

181 
817 


1,988 


6 
108 
404 
262 
89 
194 


1,408 


8 
10 

4 
1 

10 
27 


88 


27 
84 
70 
11 
78 
186 


430 


I 


1 
1 


I, 


1 
80 
94 
7j6 
13 
83 
104 


480 


20.00 
27.77 
28.26 
20.76 
14.00 
42.78 
64.04 


84.87  average. 


BBEORT  OF  BBIGADIEIUQiamUL  ▲.  6BA0X& 

b  VtoR  or  QunAjrooGA,  October  2, 1888.  j 

J.  L.  San^ford,  Assiskxnt  A^HuUxnUQenerdl: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  of  herewith  for- 
warding the  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
brigade,  composed  of  the  Bixty-third  regiment 
Tennessee  volunteers,  LieutenantrOolonel  A. 
Fulkerson  commanding;  Forj^-third  regiment 
Alabama  volunteers,  Colonel  T.  M.  Moody  com- 
mandiiMC ;  First  battalion  Alabama  legion,  Lieu- 
tenanMx>lonel  J.  H.  Holt  commanding ;  Second 
battalion  A^bama  legion,  Lieutenant-Colonel  6. 
Hall,  Jr.,  oonunandinK ;  Third  battalion  Alabama 
legion,  LieutenantJu^lonel  J.  W.  A.  Sandford 
commanding,  on  the  days  of  the  nineteenth  and 
twentieth  September,  1863 : 

Taking  position  on  the  evening  of  the  eight- 
eenth instant  at  Dalton's  Ford,  on  Chickamauga 
River,  early  on  the  momine  of  the  nineteenth, 
the  brigade  formed  its  first  line  of  battle,  facing 
the  enemy's  works  near  liCe  and  Gordon^ 
Mill  It  was  eiq>osed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
shelly  wounding  Lane  and  others  of  the  Sixty- 


John  IL  Jackson, 
Brigadier-General,  ooounaadlDf. 

liurd  Tennessee  reeiment    Further  than  this 
the  brigade  in  this  day's  fight. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  the  brigade 
was  ordered  to  near  Dyer's  house  on  the  C^t- 
tanooga  road,  where,  again  forming  line  of 
battle,  it  again  received  me  fire  of  the  enemy's 
shelL  Between  four  and  five  o'dock  p.  m.,  orders 
were  received  to  suppport  Kershaw's  brigade, 
posted  to  the  left  of  the  Chattanooga  road. 
Word  was  sent  to  General  Kershaw  that  the 
brigade  was  ready  .and  he  ordered  it  to  advance. 
Passing  through  Kershaw's  command,  the  bri- 

Sde  found  itself  suddenlv  in  the  presence  of 
e  enemy,  strongly  posted  behind  breastworks 
of  logs  and  rails,  on  the  crest  of  an  opposite 
hill.  The  fire  of  musketry,  grape  and  canister 
immediately  commenced ;  but,  undaunted,  Uie 
brigade  scaled  the  precipitous  heights,  driving 
the  enemv  before  it,  and  took  possession  of  the 
hilL  Holding  these  heights  for  nearly  an  hour, 
and  ammunition  beconung  scarce,  I  informea 
Brigadier-General  Preston,  commanding  division, 
that,  unless  supported,  the  brigade  could  not 
mudi  longer  hola  out  Trigg's  and  Kelly's  bri- 
gades were  ordered  to  my  relief.    Though  with 
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ammunition  nearly  ezhanated,  tho  brigade  held 
its  own  till  the  acaitering  fire  of  its  musketry  be- 
traved  its  condition  to  toe  enemy.  Trigjg*B  and 
Kelly's  brigade  arriving,  the  command  withdrew 
to  replenish  its  empty  cartridge-boxes. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  brigade  resumed 
the  position  it  had  so  nobly  won.  The  num- 
ber of  killed  and  wounded,  shows  the  desperate 
nature  of  the  contest ;  of  about  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seventy  carried  into  action,  nine^^ 
were  kiUed  and  six  hundred  and  fifteen  wounded. 

Where  so  many  distinguished  tiiemselves  it 
would  be  difficult  to  particularize ;  aU  nobly  did 
their  duty.  I  would,  however,  call  attention  to 
the  following-named  officers :  Lieutenant-Colonel 
A.  Fulkorson,  Sixty-third  regiment  Tennessee 
volunteers,  who,  in  the  absence  of  the  Colonel, 
commanded  the  regiment  and  led  it  into  action ; 
to  him  it  owes  its  discipline  and  efficiency.  Col- 
onel Fnlkerson  was  severely  wotmded  in  the 
arm,  making,  with  the  one  received  at  Shiloh, 
the  second  during  the  war.  He  is  deserving  of 
a  much  hieher  position. 

Colonel  Y.  M.  Moody,  of  the  Forty-fifth  Alar 
bama  regiment,  always  at  the  head  of  his  regi- 
ment on  the  march,  maintained  the  same  position 
on  the  field,  rallying  and  encouraging  his  men. 

LieutenantColonel  J.  J  Jolly,  of  the  same 
regiment,  though  seriouslv  wounded  in  the 
thigh,  remained  on  the  field  until  no  longer  able 
to  walk,  and  then  had  to  be  carried  off. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  H.  Holt,  of  the  First 
battalion  Alabama  legion.  This  battalion  sus- 
tained the  heaviest  loss ;  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty«nine  carried  into  action,  one  hundred  and 
sixt^-nine  were  killed  and  wounded;  among 
the  latter  was  LieutenantColonel  Holt,  seriously, 
in  the  knee. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Boiling  Hall,  commanding 
second  battalion  AlBbama  Teeion.  It  was  this 
battalion  that  first  gained  the  hill  and  placed  its 
colors  on  the  enemy's  works.  Its  colors  b^ 
marks  of  over  eighty  buUets.  Its  bearer,  Rob- 
ert Y.  Hiett,  though  thrice  wounded  and  flag- 
staff thrice  shot  awav,  carried  his  charge 
throughout  the  entire  nght  He  deserves  not 
only  mention,  but  promotion.' 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hall  behaved  most  gal- 
lantly, receiving  a  severe  wound  in  the  thigh. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  John  W.  A.  Sanford,  com- 
manding the  Third  battalion  Alabama  legion, 
and  Major  Mcljennan,  commanding  the  Fourth 
battalion  Ahbama  legion,  nobly  did  their  duty, 
sustaining  heavy  loss,  both  in  officers  and  men. 
Oaptain  W .  B.  VTalton,  Company  B,  Second  bat- 
talion Alabama  lesion,  was  wounded  in  the 
breast,  arm  and  dcioulder,  inside  the  enemy's 
works.  His  case  deserves  roecial  mention. 
Assistant8urgeon  James  B.  Luckie,  of  the  Third 
battalion  Alabama  legion,  both  in  the  field  and 
at  the  hospital,  was  most  attentive  to  the  wound- 
ed, as  indeed  were  all  the  medical  officers  of  the 
command.  Captain  H.  E.  Jones,  my  Assistant 
Adjutant-General,  was  most  conspicuous  for 
ooolness  and  gallantry,  carrying  oraen  into  the 
**  *  the  fight;  he  w%i  more  exposed 


than  any  one  in  the  field.  Also  my  Aidrde- 
Camp,  Lieutenant  R  B.  Cherry.  I  am  happy  to 
state  that,  though  both  these  officers  baa  their 
horses  shot  under  them,  both  escaped  unhurt 
To  Lieutenant  J.  N.  Oilmer,  Adjutant  of  tiie 
Alabama  legion,  who,  during  the  absence  of  its 
commander,  has  acted  as  my  A.  I.  General, 
and  to  Messrs.  George  C.  Jones  and  J.  T.  Har- 
well (both  wounded),  my  thanks  are  due  for  ser- 
vices rendered.  Major  K  L.  Hord,  my  quarter- 
master, who  so  completely  equipped  my  brigade, 
was  constantly  at  his  post,  performing  his  oner- 
ous duties.  Major  C.  D.  Brown,  mv  commia- 
sary,  who,  by  untiring  energy,  kept  the  brigade 
constantly  supplied  with  cooked  rations.  My 
thanks  are  also  due  to  Lieutenant  A.  M.  Mac- 
Murphy,  my  efficient  ordnance  officer. 

Among  tiie  noble  dead  I  have  to  record  the 
names  of  Captain  James  T.  Gillespie  and  Lieu- 
tenant B.  M.  Deadrick,  Company  1,  Sixty-third 
Tennessee  regiment;  Captains  0.  H.  Prince, 
Company  A,  and  J.  A.  P.  Gordon,  Company  C, 
Lieutenant  Wm.  H.  Watkina,  Company  B,  Fortv- 
third  Alabama  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  R.  d. 
Bibb,  of  the  First  battalion  Alabama  legion. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  GRACZK,Jr., 


BEPORT  or  BBIQimSEUlKNEKAL  H.  D.  OLATTON. 


Hbadquabibs  Cuttov's  Bbuam,        1 
NbAB  QUTTAXKXMUt  Oct.  8,  18631  / 

Mc^fir  R,  A,  Hatcher,  AanstcaU  A^fykaU-Oen' 

eralf  JSteuxiris  Division : 

Major:  The  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga  on  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of 
September,  1863,  is  respectfully  submitted  : 

On  Thursday,  the  seventeenth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, this  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Eighteenth, 
Thirty-sixth,  and  Thirfy-eighth  Alahwna  regi- 
ments, commanded  respectively  by  Colonel  J.  T. 
Holtrclaw,  Colonel  L.  T.  Woodruff;  and  Lieu- 
tenantColonel A.  R.  Lankford,  and  Humphries* 
battery,  took  up  the  line  of  march  firom  Laiay- 
ette,  w  alker  county,  (Georgia,  where  it  had  been 
bivouacked  a  few  days,  towards  the  battle-field. 
Resting  the  night  of  the  sev^iteentfa,  near  Rock 
Spring,  it  proceeded  the  next  day  to  Thedford  s 
Ford  on  the  Chickamauga  Creek.  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Bate's  brigade  proceeding  down  the  creek  a 
short  distance,  his  artillery  engaged  the  enemy, 
who  were  then  near  Alexanaer*s  Bridge,  my 
brigade  being  exposed  to  the  fire,  by  whjch  l 
lost  one  man  killed.  I  advanced  three  com- 
panies from  the  Eighteenth  Alabama  regiment 
across  the  creek  as  skirmishers,  under  conmnnd 
of  Major  Hundley  of  that  regiment,  and  rode 
over  myself  for  the  purpose  of  making  obe^- 
vations.  Placing  the  three  companies  as  pick- 
ets in  a  piece  of  woodland,  I  crcNMod  my  whok 
brigade  over  the  creek  (the  men  wading]  bck^i 
after  nightfall,  at  a  point  a  short  distance  above 
Thedford*s  Ford,  being  the  first  troops  to  cross 
the  creek  in  that  vicinity.    I  put  the  battery  in 
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position  on  the  left,  supported  by  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Alabama  r^imen^,  and  directed  the 
other  regiments  to  Diyonac  immediately  upon 
the  bank  of  the  oreek.  On  the  morning  of  the 
nineteenth,  the  other  brigades  (Brown's  and 
Bate's)  of  tiie  division  (Stewart's)  having  crossed 
the  creek  and  formed  in  mj  rear,  my  brigade 
moved  forward  in  Une  of  battle  at  an  early 
hour,  a  distance  of  between  one  and  two  miles, 
mitil  it  reached  a  position  from  which  the 
enemv  conld  be  seen  upon  the  distant  hflls. 
The  brigade,  and  so  far  as  I  could  learn,  the 
whole  army,  except  upon  the  extreme  right, 
where  the  engagement  nad  already  begun,  hatted 
nntil  half>pa^  one  o'clock  p.  x.,  when  it  was 
ordered  to  the  right  about  one  mile.  Having 
received  instmctions  as  to  the  point  upon  whi^ 
I  should  direct  my  brigade,  with  the  fnrllier 
admonition  that,  alter  having  more  definite^ 
located  the  enemv,  I  would  have  to  act  for  mvsefr 
and  be  governed  by  circumstances,  I  moved  for- 
ward m  line  of  baule  with  skurmishers  in  front 
Having  proceeded  a  few  hundred  yards  through 
a  dense  under-growth  and  being  about  to  enter 
a  cultivated  field,  I  halted  for  the  purpose  of 
correctine  the  alignment,  when  Colonel  John  G. 
Garter,  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Tennessee  regiment, 
Wriehfs  brigade,  Cheatham^s  division,  came 
on  loot  from  my  left  in  great  haste  and  in- 
formed me  that  my  brigaoe  was  marching  in 
the  wrong  direction,  and  that  unless  I  changed 
my  direction  nearly  perpendicularly  to  the 
left,  my  brigade  would  soon  be  in  range 
of  llie  enemy's  small  arms  and  artillery,  which 
would  enfilade  mv  line;  and  liiat,  as  I  tilien 
stood,  the  right  of  Hie  enemv  was  in  rear  of  mv 
left  I  immediately  changed  mv  direction,  ana, 
marching  by  the  left  flank  and  ming  obliquely  to 
the  left  and  rear  (the  nature  of  the  ground  not 
admitting  of  any  other  movement),  had  scarce^ 
changed  for  the  purpose  of  moving  in  the  new 
direction,  when  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  us, 
which  was  promptly  retarned.  The  firing  seem- 
ing to  be  too  much  at  random,  I  passed  down  and 
up  the  line  caOing  the  attention  of  officers  to  tiie 
fiELct  I  then  directed  my  staff  to  inform  regi- 
mental commanders  that  I  was  about  to  order  a 
charge.  Passing  aeain  down  tJie  line,  I  was 
informed  by  several  officers  liiat  their  ammnni- 
tion  was  expended,  and  I  therefore  reconsidered 
my  first  intention  to  charge  the  enemy,  being 
unable  on  account  of  tlie  tmck  under-growth  to 
form  a  satisfactory  idea  of  his  strength,  and  with- 
drew for  the  purpose  of  replenishing  the  ammu- 
nition.  This  was  done  In  good  order  and  with 
littie  loss,  the  enemy  having  ahnost  simultane- 
ously ceased  firing.  In  this  engagement  the 
brigade  lost  near  four  hundred  officers  and  men 
killed  and  wounded.  It  b^an  about  half-past 
two  o'clock  and  lasted  one  hour.  The  enemy 
was  formed  in  a  semi-ofrcle  around  and  over  a 
slight  elevation  or  hill,  which  gave  him  great 
advantage  in  position,  and  the  manner  in  which 
both  ends  of  my  line  were  cross-fired  upon  in- 
duce the  opinion  that  we  were  greatly  outnum- 
bered. I  again  moved  forward  atKoutfour  o'clock. 


the  brigades  of  Cknerals  Brown  and  Bate  having 
successively  advanced  and  engaged  the  enemy. 
FiRssing  Bate's  brigade,  then  in  front,  my  line 
continued  steadily  rorward  with  promptness  and 
spirit,  accompanied  nearly  to  the  Ghattanooga 
road  by  the  Fif^-eighth  Alabama  regiment.  Col- 
onel Bush.  Jones  (which  attracted  my  attention 
by  the  excellent  order  in  which  it  moved),  and  a 
small  portion  of  ano&er  regiment,  which  I  did 
not  recognise,  both  of  Kite's  brieade.  The 
eneniy  continued  to  retreat  to  and  beyond  the 
Chattanooga  road,  near  which  mv  brigade  cap- 
tured two  pieces  of  artillery,  which  were  brought 
off  in  the  manner  stated  by  my  regimental  com- 
mandere,  whose  reports  accompany  this.  My 
brigade  continued  tne  pursuit  of  the  enemy  one- 
half  mile  beyond  the  itmd,  when  a  staff  officer 
reporting  the  enemy  advancing  in  strong  force 
from  tlie  right,  and  it  also  havmff  been  reported 
to  me  through  my  Assistant  Aojutant-General, 
by  a  staff  officer,  whom  he  did  not  recognize, 
that  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  been  seen  in  force 
upon  the  left  as  if  preparing  to  advance,  my  bri- 
eade feU  back  across  me  r^A  at  leisure,  where 
I  halted  and  re-formed  it  in  connection  with  the 
portion  of  General  Bate's  brigade  already  referred 
to.  I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  that  Qiptains 
CVenshaw  and  Lee,  with  ^elr  companies,  from 
the  Fifty-eighth  Alabama  regiment,  of  ^te*s 
brigade,  accompanied  mine  bevond  the  road. 
They  are  gallant  officers.  In  this  charge  my 
brigade  captured  fifty  or  sixty  prisoners,  Asides 
the  two  pieces  of  artifler^ ;  and  I  have  reason  to 
believe  tnat  the  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  in- 
flicted upon  the  enemy,  to  some  extent,  compei>- 
sated  for  our  own  in  the  earlier  engagement 
Chang^ing  the  direction  of  my  line  by  a  front  for- 
ward upon  the  right,  and  the  other  two  sides  of 
a  triangle  being  formed  by  (}enerals  Brown  and 
Bates,  night  coming  on,  tiie  troops  slept  upon 
their  arms  within  a  few  hundrea  yards  of  the 
enemy,  who  could  be  distinctly  heard  erecting 
breastworks.  Ihning  the  night  my  pickets 
brought  in  about  forty  prisoners,  among  whom 
were  several  officers  of  the  lower  grades.  Early 
on  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  the  brieade 
was  moved  to  tiie  right,  and  in  a  position  about 
three  hundred  yards  from  and  parallel  to  the 
Ghattanooea  road.  Here  it  remained  until  eleven 
o'clock,  subjected  the  most  of  the  time  to  a  severe 
fire  from  the  enemv's  artillery,  by  which  several 
men  were  wounded.  About  eleven  o'clock,  Ckn- 
eral  Brown  being  in  front,  and  General  Bate  on 
my  right,  the  wbole  division  advanced  under  a 
most  terrible  fire  of  grape  and  canister  from  the 
enemy's  artillery,  before  whidi  several  most 
gallant  officers  fell  bravely  leading  their  men, 
among  whom  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention  the 
name  of  the  chivalrous  and  accomplished  Lieu- 
tenant^lonel  R.  F.  Juge^  of  the  Eighteenth 
Alabama  regiment  Notwithstanding  this,  tlie 
brigade  pressed  forward  through  a  narrow  corn 
field  to  the  first  pieces  of  artillery  hy  the  Toad- 
stde,  when  two  other  batteries,  one  m  front  and 
one  upon  the  right,  assisted  by  small  arms,  began 
a  most  murderous  fire,  before  which  all  were  com- 
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pelled  to  retire.  I  was  myself  strack  by  a  grape- 
shot,  aud  compelled  to  dismount  for  a  short 
time.  The  Thirty-eighth  Alabama  regiment^ 
scarcely  breaking  its  liney  fell  back  only  a  short 
distance.  The  other  regiments  promptly  re- 
formed near  the  position  originally  oooupied  by 
them,  and  moved  forward  to  rejoin  it.  Qenersl 
Brown's  brigade  was  re-form^  by  Colond  Cook 
(General  fi.  naving  been  wounded)  on  my  lefty 
and  General  Bate's  brigade  upon  my  right  My 
own  and  General  Browu*s  brigade  soon  moved 
forward  again  to  the  road,  and  then  to  the  right, 
towards  the  enemy,  who  were  ascertained  to  be 
there  in  strong  position.  General  JBate  was 
formed  in  my  rear,  and  in  this  position  the  oodh 
mand  remained  until  about  five  o'clock  p.  m., 
when  I  again  moved  my  brigade  forward.  Soon 
coming  upon  the  enemy  behind  breastworks, 
thev  were  gallantly  charged  by  my  whole  line 
witn  great  spirit,  the  eneu^  fleeing  in  wild  dis- 
order across  a  larse  open  field,  upon  the  edge 
of  which  I  ordered  a  halt,  and  the  brigade  ooo* 
tinned  to  fire  as  long  as  the  enemy  oould  be 
seen.  Many  taking  refuge  in  and  around  a  hos- 
pital  (Kelly's  house),  I  sent  f^ward,  first,  the 
Thirty-eighth^  and  afterwards  the  Eighteenth 
Alabama  regmients,  which,  together,  c^tured 
three  hundred  prisoners,  besides  near  the  same 
number  of  wounded. 

Thus  terminated  the  part  taken  by  this  brif;ade 
in  the  battie  of  Chickamttuga.  I  have  omitted 
to  say  anything  about  the  battery,  because  it 
was  under  the  Chief  of  Artillery  for  the  division, 
except  a  short  time,  during  which  I  had  no  op* 
portunity  of  using  it  I  suppose  the  report  in 
regard  to  it  will  more  properly  be  made  through 
the  Chief  of  Artillery. 

The  brigade  went  into  action  on  the  nine- 
teenth with  thirteen  hundred  and  fifihr4wo, 
total  efTective.  and  ninety-four  offioers.  It  lost 
in  the  two  d^s,  twelve  oflSoers  killed  dead 
upon  the  field,  and  eighty-nine  men.  Thirty 
have  since  died.  Thirty-four  officers  and  four 
hundred  and  forty-nine  men  were  wounded  and 
fifteen  missing,  making  the  aggregate,  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  six  hun^d  and  twen^- 
nine.  This  does  not  include  many  who  were 
slighdy  wounded  and  did  not  leave  the  field* 
The  brigade  captured  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
three  hundred  and  ninety-six  prisoners,  besides 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  wounded  and  in 
hospital  It  collected  twelve  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  muskets  and  rifles,  six  hundred  and  forty 
sets  of  accoutrements  and  twenty  thousand 
cartridges.  iThe  greater  portion  of  the  euns 
and  ammunition  were  carried  off  the  field  by 
my  own  ordnance  wagons.  I  daim  for  my  bri- 
^ade  that  it  was  the  first  and  the  last  in  the 
aivision  to  encounter  the  enemy;  the  first  in 
the  army  to  pierce  the  eneniy's  centre  and  cross 
the  Chattanooga  road,  which  was  done  on  Sat^ 
urday  evening  near  Brotherton's  house.  I  con- 
clude this  report  b^  tendering  my  cordial 
thanks  to,  and  testifying  in  behalf  o^  the  gal- 
lant men  composing  this  brigade,  in  ail  whose 
T'  "      *        appeared  not  a  single  coward,  and 


to  the  officers,  worthy  of  such  men,  leading 
them  in  every  chargje.  My  thanks  are  partic- 
ularly due  to  Captain  J.  M.  Macon,  A.  A.  G., 
Lieutenant  J.  Videnoe,  Assistant  Inspector-Gen- 
eral, and  lieutenant  W.  N.  Knight,  Aid-de- 
Camp,  who  rendered  me  prompt  and  valuable 
services  throughout  the  whole  engagement, 
never  once  shrinking  from  their  duty.  To  tlie 
commanders  of  regiments,  I  also  make  my 
ackno'vriedgmentB  for  the  efficient  manner  in 
whkh  thev  directed  and  kept  their  oommaiids 
together,  the  most  difficult  of  aH  duties  upon 
the  field.  I  also  tender  my  thanks  to  Major- 
General  Stewart,  who  was  everywhere  and 
under  all  circumstances  present  with  bis  com- 
mand. To  the  gallant  d€»d,  a  contemplation  of 
whom  saddens  our  hearts,  we  give  our  tears 
and  a  hearty  **  well  done  T  May  the  God  of 
baittles  give  us  courage  to  emulate  their  heroic 
examples,  and,  when  the  time  shall  oome»  bravely 
to  shue  Uieir  fate. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respe^stfuUy, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
H.  D.  OuOnov, 


REPORT  (HP  BBIOADIBMUENERAL  W.  &  BAIB. 


HiADODms  BoB^  Biwuqii  9tmwJimi*»  Srvaiov,  \ 
a  WBOxn  or  GoArr^ooaii,  October  S,  ISO.     j 

Mc^  J2L  A.  Bxather^  Amtitiant  A€ffukmi'€fen' 

tral: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honcv  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowii^  report  of  the  participation  had  by  my 
brigade  in  the  late  uuree  days'  battle  of  the 
Chiokamauga,  comprising  the  eighteenth,  nine- 
teenth, and  twentieth  ultimo : 

Having  been  ordered  to  advance,  take  ponsoo- 
sion  of  and  hold  Thedford's  Ford,  but  not  to 
bring  on  a  general  engagement  unless  indis- 
pensable to  the  aooomplishment  of  these  ob- 
jects, I  moved  my  commend  at  once,  at  a 
double-quick,  and  oooupied  a  wooded  endnenoe 
commanding  it,  and  placed  mj  battery,  the 
Eufala  light  artillery,  on  a  cleared  hill  to  tiie 
front  and  left,  which  overlooked  the  enemy,  and 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  his  position. 
The  attack,  in  which  the  Fourth  Geoigia  bei- 
talion  of  sharpahootecs,  Major  Caswell,  and  my 
artillerv  alone  were  engaged,  was  brisk  and 
spiriteo.  In  the  meantime,  however,  the  entire 
brigade  was  subjected  to  a  severe  shelling  from 
the  enemy  just  above  Alexander's  Bridge,  aiui 
across  the  Ouckamauga,  by  which  one  man  was 
killed  and  five  or  six  wounded.  After  a  few 
well-directed  shots  from  my  battery,  which  Gap- 
tain  Oliver  placed  promptly  in  positioQ,  the 
enen^  gave  way.  Tnis  was  the  opening  fight 
of  the  battle  of  tiie  Chiokamauga.  We  nivou- 
acked  near  the  camp  of  the  enemy,  cosunand- 
ing  the  two  fords^— Thedford's  and  the  Bend 
Ford — ^where  I  crossed  my  command  next  morn- 
ing at  an  earfy  hour,  and  formed  line  of  battle 
in  rear  of  Bri^^uiiei^zenerals  Brown's  and  Cfaiy- 
ton's  brigades,  the  whole  under  eommai«d  of 
Major-Creneral  Stewart  We  moved  in  this 
order,  bearing  to  the  right,  through  a  com  field 
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and  woodland  nearly  two  miles,  at  which  point 
we  were  halted  for  some  hours.  Here  my  artil- 
lery was  put  forward  to  develop  the  enemy's 
position ;  whidi  it  did,  drawing  shell  and  nnmd 
shot  npon  onr  lines,  wounding  three  or  fonr  of 
my  men.  We  were  moved  hence  by  the  right 
flaiik  near  a  point  where  heavy  volleys  of  mns- 
ket^  were  heard,  and  thence  by  the  left  iBank 
in  Ime  of  battle,  some  three  or  four  hmidred 
yards,  and  halted  in  the  same  relative  position 
we  had  occupied  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 
day,  mine  being  the  rear  line  of  l)attle.  At 
three  o'clock  p.  m.,  Brigadier-Generals  Clayton's 
and  Brown's  brigades  snccessively  engaged  the 
enemy.  In  about  Uurty  minutes  I  was  ordered 
by  ^uijor<€^eneral  Stewart  to  advance— Genend 
uayton  having  withdrawn  and  Brown  also 
passed  to  the  rear.  My  line  of  battle  was  or- 
ganized by  placing  Oaswell's  battalion  of  sharp- 
shooters (Fourth  Georgia)  on  the  right,  and  m 
succession  from  Ihat  wing  was  the  Twentieth 
Tennessee,  Colonel  T.  B.  Smith ;  Thirty-seventh 
Georgia,  Colonel  A.  T.  Rndler;  Fifty^ighth 
Alabama,  Colonel  Bosh.  Jones,  and  Fifteenth 
and  Thirty-seventh  Tennessee,  Colonel  R.  C.  Tyler, 
constituting  the  supporting  line.  I  had  thrown 
out  no  skirmishers.  The  wnole  command  moved 
forward  with  spirit  and  zeal,  engaging  the  enemy 
hotlv  before  it  had  proceeded  two  hundred 
yards — his  Hue  extending  in  front  and  to  the 
right  and  left  of  us.  A  battery  in  front  of  mv 
extreme  right  played  constantly  and  with  terri- 
ble effect  upon  that  wing,  until  my  rieht  pressed 
within  less  than  fifty  paces  of  it,  -men  it  was 
rapidW  removed  to  prevent  captore.  Another 
revealed  its  hydra-h^  immediately  in  the  rear 
of  this,  supported  bv  a  seoond  line,  hurling  its 
death-deahng  missiles  more  destructively,  if 
possible,  upon  our  still  advancing  but  already 
thinned  ranks.  Having  driven  the  first  Kne 
back  upon  its  support,  a  f^h  battery  and  kkfim- 
try  were  brought  to  play  upcm  my  n^t,  which, 
by  its  Advanced  position  had  become  subject  to 
an  enfiladed  fire,  gave  way,  but  not  until  Major 
Caswell,  Colonel  cinith  and  Colonel  Rudler,  the 
three  officers  commanding  respectively  the  three 
right  battalions,  were  wounded,  and  at  least 
twenty-five  per  cent  of  their  numbers  killed 
and  wounded.  When  the  right  save  way  the 
enemy  sought  to  follow  it  up,  and  pressed  his 
sharp^ooters  beyond  the  right  flank,  who,  find- 
ing it  well  aligned  and  in  the  attitude  of  resist- 
ance, precipitated  themselves  back  and  out  of 
reach.  The  men  were  easily  rallied,  and  promptly 
re-formed  a  short  distance  in  the  rear  of  the 
point  to  which  they  had  advanced.  In  this 
dash  the  enemy  captored  one  of  my  pieces  and 
one  of  my  couriers.  It  needed,  however,  but  a 
moment  to  retake  the  piece,  which  was  hand- 
somely done.  In  this  contest  my  right  retook 
the  battle-flag  of  the  Fiftv-first  Tennessee  regir 
ment,  General  Wright's  brigade,  which  but  a 
moment  before  had  been  wrested  from  them  by 
superior  numbers  and  the  flank  movements  of 
the  enemy.  I  was  rejoiced  to  deprive  him  of 
this  trophy,  so  recently  won,  and  retam  it  to  its 


gallant  owners,  hallowed  as  It  is  by  its  baptism 
m  the  blood  of  Shiloh,  Perryville  and  Muifrees- 
bovo.  My  left,  in  the  meantime,  composed  of 
the  Fifty-eighth  Alabama,  Colonel  Jones,  and 
Fifteenth  and  Thirty-seventh  Tennessee  regi- 
ments ^consolidated),  Colonel  IVler,  not  being 
so  mucn  harassed  by  tiie  enfilade  fire  from  the 
right,  pnssed  steadily  forward  in  fine  order, 
dnving  the  enemy,  who  contested  every 
inch  of  ground  with  dogged  and  persistent  ob- 
stinooy  until  forced  beyond  the  Chattanooga 
road  and  several  hundred  yards  back  into  the 
wood,  thus  deranging  his  compact  lines  and 
breaking  his  centre.  In  this  ohaige  Colonel 
Tyler  eaptiired  three  guns ;  and  Colonel  Jones 

Sarticipated  with  the  Thfrty-^ghth  Alabama, 
elonel  Woodruff,  in  the  cavtiire  of  ^xtee ;  for 
the  partioolsrs  of  which  I  renr  to  their  r^orts. 
It  being  nearly  night,  and  having  advanced  so 
finr  beyond  the  enemy's  lines  as  to  make  them 
liaUe  to  a  flank  movement,  they  retomed  from 
further  pursuit  to  the  point  on  the  battlefield 
to  whidi  I  had  ordered  the  Eafaia  light  artillery, 
and  where  General  Clayton  and  I  were  r&fonn- 
in^  our  shattered  commands — Colonel  Tyler 
bnngiBg  with  him  his  captured  guns,  and  Col- 
onel Jones  in  such  fine  order  as  to  elicit  my 
public  oommendation.  Owing  to  a  movement 
of  the  enemy  to  our  right,  the  front  of  Gen«^ 
Clayton's  command  woe  changed  by  Major-Gen- 
eral  Stewart  to  meet  an  expected  attack  from 
that  source,  and  my  line  was  1^  fronting  the 
Chattanooga  road.  General  Brown's  command 
Bubsequentiv  intervened.  Thus  we  Invouscked 
for  the  sight  upon  the  field  of  carnage,  envel- 
cNped  by  mt  sradbe  of  battle  and  snrrounded  by 
toe  dead  of  friend  and  foe. 

Smiday  morning  fbnnd  us  in  the  line  assumed 
the  night  previous,  and,  under  the  order  of 
Mi^oweneral  Stewwt,  I  moved  my  command 
by  the  right  fluik  five  or  six  hondred  yards, 
and  took  position  forward  and  on  the  right  of 
General  Brown's  brigade,  but  in  forming  the 
line  was  compeDed  to  retire  the  right  to  an 
angle  of  about  forty-ftve  degrees  on  account  of 
the  proximity  of  the  enemy,  located  to  my  right 
obhque.  Cbusweli's  battalion  of  sharpshooters^ 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Joel  Towers, 
Captain  Benjamin  Turner  having  been  danger- 
ously wounded  the  evening  before,  was  thrown 
forward  and  deployed  at  right  angles  with  my 
right,  to  guard  against  a  repetition  of  the  move- 
ment of  me  previous  evening,  to  torn  that  flank, 
to  which  we  were  liable,  were  being  at  that 
time  no  force  sufficientiy  near  to  intervene. 
Having  assomed  this  line  of  battie,  I  had  a  tem- 
porary barricade  of  logs  hastily  constructed, 
which  gave  partial  protection  a^j^ainst  the  shower 
of  grape,  canister  and  shell  which  continuously 
and  most  ani^ly  saluted  us.  During  the  time 
that  we  were  subjected  to  this  ordeal  several 
men  and  oiBcera  were  killed  and  wounded,  yet  no 
restnreness  or  other  evideiloe  of  demoriuzation 
was  manifested. 

At  about  nine  a.  m.,  the  brif;ade  of  Greneral 
Deehler  was  placed  upon  my  right,  prolonging 
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the  line,  and  obserring  the  OHme  iooUiiatiiHi  to 
the  rear.  Soon  thereafter,  I  received  notice  that 
Oenenl  Wood's  brigade  was  in  my  front,  and 
that  the  general  movement  would  be  a  aacce*- 
sive  one,  by  brigades,  ct>Bmiencing  on  the  right, 
and  was  ordered  by  Major^Genend  Stewart  to 
follow  np  the  movement  of  General  Deahler. 
After  waiting,  under  a  severe  and  inoeasaiit  fire 
of  artillery,  until. about  eleven  o'olook  a.  x.,  I 
commnnici^ed  to  General  Stewart  that  no  move- 
ment on  my  right  had  taken  pkoe ;  that  General 
Deshler  had  been  killed,  and  I  desired  to  know  if 
I  should  longer  remain  inactive.  About  this 
this  time  there  was  firing  in  my  front,  and  soon 
thereafter  General  Wooas  oonunand  came  bade, 
passing  over  nur  line.  I  was  then  ordered  by 
MajorGeneral  Stewart  to  advance  and  attack. 
My  conmiand  received  the  order  with  a  shout, 
and  moved  upon  the  foe  at  a  n»id  gait  The 
battalion  of  snarpshooters  was  oraer^  to  main- 
tain its  position  at  ri^t  angles  to  the  line,  and 
check,  if  possible,  if  not  to  delay,  uiy  movement 
in  that  direction,  giving  the  earliest  notice  oi 
the  same.  My  rig£t,  as  upon  the  evenuog  pre- 
vious, became  how  engaged  almost  the  instant 
it  assuflsed  the  ofnoBive.  It  was  subject  to  a 
most  palKng  fire  of  grape  and  musketry  from 
my  right  obliqne  and  front,  outtiiig  down 
with  great  fatality  the  Twentieth  Tennessee 
and  Thixtyoseventh  Georgia  at«very  step,  until 
they  drove  the  enemy  behind  his  defences, 
from  which,  without  support,  either  of  artillery 
or  inCuitry,  they  were  unable  to  dislodge  him. 
(General  Deshler*s  brigade  not  having  advanced, 
I  called  on  Major  Gteneial  Qebume,  who  was 
near  ni^  right  aad  rear,  for  assistaace ;  but 
he  havme  none  at  his  disposal  which  could 
be  spared,  I  was  compelled  to  retire  that 
wing  of  my  brigade,  or  sacrifice  it  in  uselessly 
fighting  thrice  its  nnmbeiB,  with  the  advantage 
of  the  oill  and  breastworks  against  it  I  did  so 
in  good  order,  and  witiioat  indecent  haste,  and 
aligned  it  first  in  front  and  then  placed  it  in  rear 
of  our  flimsy  d^enses.  My  left,  the  Fif ty«eiehth 
Alabama,  and  Fifteenth  and  Thirty-seventh  Ten- 
nessee, the  latter  under  command  of  Lieutenants 
Colonel  FVazier,  Colonel  Tyler  having  been 
wounded,  being  further  from  the  enemy's  line 
than  my  right,  did  not  so  soon  become  engaged, 
neither  at  tiiis  time  subject  to  so  severe  a  cross- 
fire, proceeded  steadily  on  and  drove  the  enemy 
behind  his  works,  which  had  been  constructed 
the  night  previous,  on  the  very  spot  we  had 
driven  them  from,  and  maintained  their  position 
with  a  dogged  tenacity  until  the  Twentieth 
Tennessee  and  Thirty-seventh  Georgia  were  pat 
in  position  behind  the  barricade,  and  the  bat- 
talion of  sharpshooters  drawn  in*  The  artil- 
lery of  the  enemy  bad  ceased  to  play  upon  us, 
except  at  slow  intervals,  and  a  part  of  their 
(Tyler  and  Jones)  commands  having  already  re- 
turned, I  dispatched  Lieutenant  Blanchard,  of 
my  staff,  to  ascertain  their  situation,  who  r^ 
ported  that  he  met  them  returning  with  the. bal- 
ance of  their  commands  in  good  order.  I  placed 
them  in  position  and  awaited  ordeitt.    I  am  un- 


able to  give  as  acourate  an  account  of  my  left  as 
of  my  right,  for  the  reason  that  the  right  be- 
came first  engaged,  and  the  commanders  of  the 
three  right  battelions  having  been  wounded  the 
evening  previous,  devolving  the  command  on 
junior  officers,  I  felt  that  my  personal  services 
were  most  needed  there,  which  prevented  my 
witnessing,  so  as  to  give  in  detail,  the  incidents 
conneeted  with  that  portion  of  the  field.  I 
found,  however,  their  dead  in  the  breastworks 
of  the  enemy,  which  is  the  highest  evidence 
that  can  be  afforded  or  what  they  did.  In  this 
fight,  my  command  lost  thirty  per  cent  killed 
aad  wounded,  in  addition  to  the  heavy  loss  of 
the  evening  before.  After  a  short  respite,  Ma- 
jor-GeneraTStewart  ordered  my  command  (which 
still  held  its  position  iu  the  front  line)  to  the 
left,  where  it  would  be  more  secure  from  the 
artillery  missiles  of  the  enemy  on  my  right 
Here  we  remained  until  about  five  p.  h.,  when  I 
was  orderd  to  form  in  the  rear  of  General  Clay- 
ton,  and  join  him  in  taking  the  batteries  and 
breastworks  on  our  right,  from  which  we  had 
suffered  so  heavily  during  the  day.  I  changed 
front  forward  on  mv  right  battalion,  and,  to- 
gether with  General  Claytoua  brigade,  soon 
were  over  the  fortifications,  driving  the  enemy 
in  confusion  and  capturing  a  number  of  prison- 
ers. In  this  charge,  Captain  Tankersly  com- 
manded the  Fifteenth  and  Thirty-seventh  Ten- 
nessee, LieutenanU^olonel  Frazier  haviiig  been 
wounded.  The  Eufiala  light  artillery,  Captadn 
Oliver  had  kept  close  to  zny  infantry,  nothwith- 
standing  the  obstruction  of  a  dense  wood ;  took 
position  inside  the  fortifications,  and  opened  a 
rapid  and  destructive  fire  upon  the  retreating 
foe  until  the  curtain  of  night  closed  upon  the 
the  scene.  '  I  claim  for  this  battery  the  honor  of 
opening  on  Friday  evening,  and  dosing  on  Sun- 
day evening,  the  battle  of  Chickamauga. 

My  brigade  went  into  the  fight  with  muskets 
in  the  hands  of  one  third  of  the  men,  but  after 
the  first  chaige  on  Saturday  evenii^g,  every  man 
was  supplied  with  a  sood  Enfield  rifie  and  am- 
munition to  suit,  which  was  used  with  effect  on 
Iheir  orginal  owners  the  next  day.  The  dead 
and  wounded  of  the  en^my,  over  which  we 
passed  in  df iving  them  back  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  gave  an  earnest  of  the  telling  effect 
produced  upon  them  in  both  days'  fight  Be- 
sides arming  itself  with  Enfield  rifles,  a  detail 
from  my  command,  under  supervision  of  my 
ordnance  officer,  James  K  Rice,  gathered  upon 
the  field  and  conveyed  to  the  ordnance  train 
about  two  thousand  efficient  guns.  The  pieces 
captured  by  Colonel  Tyler,  and  those  in  which 
Colonel  Jones  participated  in  the  capture,  were 
taken  to  the  rear  and  turned  over  to  proper 
officers. 

My  command  entered  the  fight,  Friday  ev^i- 
ing,  witii  one  thousand  and  fifty-five  guns»  thirihr 
provost  guard,  and  a  fair  complement  of  offi- 
cers, out  of  which  number  it  lost  seven  officers 
and  fiffy-nine  men  killed,  and  five  hundred  and 
forty-one  wounded,  sixty-one  of  whom  were 
officers,  making  a  total  of  six  hundred  and  seven. 
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It  is  seen  that  every  field  offioer  in  the  brigftdb», 
excepting  three,  were  wonnded.  For  further  paz^ 
ticulars,  allow  me  to  respectfully  refer  to  the 
reports  of  the  commanders  of  battalions  sad  the 
battery,  which  are  herewith  transmitted. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  withont  noticing 
the  distinguished  servioes  rendered,  unworthy 
as  the  tribute  may  be,  by  my  field  offioen,  OoL 
onels  Tyler,  Smith,  Rudler,  and  Jones,  lienteur 
antColonds  Smith,  Myer,  and  Frazier,  and  Ma- 
jors Wall,  Kendrick,  Shye,  and  Thornton;  to 
each  of  whom  is  due  the  highest  meed  of  prairo. 
It  would  be  invidions  to  make  distinctions  when 
each  has  played  his  part  so  welL  Golonels  Rud- 
ler and  Smith  and  Maior  Oaswell  were  painfully 
(the  last  two  seriously)  wounded,  at  the  head 
of  their  respective  commands,  early  in  tiie  en- 
eagement  of  Saturday,  and  compelled  to  retire 
&om  the  field,  thus  devolvii^  the  command  of 
the  Twentieth  Tennessee  on  Major  Shye ;  the 
Thirty-seventh  Georgia  on  Lieutenant€ok>nel 
Smith,  and  battalion  of  sharpshooters  on  liea- 
tenant  Towers,  eadi  of  whom  did  his  duty  gal- 
lantly and  nobly  throughout  the  oonflicL  Col- 
ond  T^ler,  lieutenant  Uolonels  Myer  and  Fra- 
zier, lujors  Wall,  Kendrick,  and  Thornton,  were 
wounded,  from  which  they  suffored  considerably 
(the  last  named  oflBcer  prostrated  by  the  explo* 
sion  of  a  shell),  but  still  remained  at  the  post 
of  duty,  bearing  themselves  with  distinguished 
gallantoy. 

To  each  of  my  staff.  Major  Winchester  (who, 
notwithstanding  his  leg  was  badly  hurt  from 
the  fall  of  his  horse  when  shot  Friday  evening, 
continued  in  the  field  until  the  dose  of  the 
fight),  Lieutenants  ffiaoohard  and  Bate,  I  am  in- 
debted for  their  hearty  co-operation  and  prompt 
ezechtion  of  my  orders,  notwithstanding  each 
was  unhorsed  by  shoti  from  the  enemy.  Also, 
to  James  R  Rice,  Brigade  Ordnance  OfiSoer,  I 
am  indebted  for  the  prompt  discharge  of  his 
duties ;  but  to  none  are  my  thanks  more  signaliy 


due,  or  more  cordially  awarded,  than  to  my  gal- 
lant young  Adjutant,  Gaptun  W.  G.  Tancey,  who 
while  cheering  and  encouraging  my  right  wing, 
in  its  desperate  charge  on  Sunday,  received  a 
fearful  wound,  shattering  his  foot  and  oompeltii^ 
him  to  retire  from  the  field.  I  take  pleasure, 
also,  in  adding  my  testimony,  humble  as  it  mav 
be,  to  liie  hcHirty  co-operation  of  the  two  gal- 
lant brigades  oi  Stewart's  division,  Qeneral 
Clayton's  and  Brown's,  in  every  diBoharge  in 
wmch  it  was  the  fortune  of  my  command  to 
engage. 

Major-€leneral  Stewart  wUl  acc^t  my  thanks, 
as  a  soldier's  tribute,  for  his  polite  and  genial 
bearing,  and  personal  assistance  in  the  thickest 
of  the  fij^ht,  the  time  when  I  felt  I  much  needed 
it  While  I  recount  the  services  of  the  living,  I 
cannot  pass  unremembered  the  heroic  bead ;  the 
ovpress  must  be  interwoven  with  the  laurd. 
The  bloody  field  attested  the  sacrifice  of  many  a 
noble  spirit  in  the  fierce  struggle — ^the  private 
soldier  vieing  with  the  officer  in  deeds  of  high 
daring  and  distinguished  courage.  While  the 
**  River  of  Death"  smiU  float  its  sluggish  current  to 


the  beautiful  Tennessee,  and  the  night  wind 
chant  its  solemn  dirges  over  their  soldier-graves, 
their  names,  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  their 
countrymen,  will  be  held  in  grateful  remem- 
brance as  the  champions  and  defenders  of  their 
country,  who  had  sealed  their  devotion  with 
their  blood,  on  one  of  the  most  glorious  battle- 
fields of  our  revolution. 

I  am.  Major,  most  respectfully. 

Tour  obeoient  servant, 

WiLLLUI  B.  BlXB, 

Bris«ltor-(S«iMnL 

REPORT  OF  BBIOADIER  UKNJCRAL  J.  C.  BROWN*. 

HBABQomBB  BBOim'a  Riniiw     I 
Bnrou  CBATtAXoooA,  October  18,  1868.  j 

iUoMT  E,  A.  ItaUshar,  AmstmU  AdfiuitmU'ChMttdf 

Stewart's  Divition : 

Majob  :  I  respeotfullv  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  as  a  report  of  the  part  performed  by 
my  command  in  the  battle  of  Ghiokamauga.  on 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  Septraiber, 
1863: 

My  brigade  consisted  of  the  Eighteenth  Tei^ 
nessee,  Colonel  J.  B.  Pdmer ;  Forty-fifth  Tennes- 
see, Colonel  A.  Searcy;  Thirty-second  Tennessee, 
Colonel  Edward  C.  Cook ;  Isewman's  battalion, 
Major  Tssewell  W.  Newman,  and  the  Twenty- 
siztii  Tennessee,  Colonel  John  M.  Lillard,  form- 
ing line  from  right  to  left  in ,  the  order  atated, 
numbering  twelve  hundred  effective  men.  On 
the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  Dawson's  battery 
of  Georgia  li^ht  artillery,  four  pieces,  com- 
manded by  laeatenant  R.  W.  Anderson,  also 
reported  to  me. 

At  early  dawn  of  the  nineteenth,  I  crossed  the 
Cbtckamauga  at  Ledford's  Ford,  and  fonned  in 
rear  of  Brigadier-Oeneral  Clayton,  six  hundred 
tu6b  from  that  stream.  Bate  formiiig  soon  after 
m  my  rear^  A  little  after  sunrise  we  moved  to 
the  front  in  that  order,  swinging  the  right  a 
little  forward,  until  we  came  up  with  the 
division  comniaiided  by  Brigadier-Cteneral  John- 
son, and  formed  on  its  left  About  eleven  o'dock, 
we  moved  by  the  right  flsnk  four  or  five  hun- 
dred yards  in  rear  of  Johnson's  division,  and 
soon  afterwards  eight  hundred  yards  further, 
halting  immediately  iu  rear  of  the  left  of  Gheat- 
ham's  division,  whioh  was  then  hotly  engaged. 
His  left  brigade,  being  numerically  overpowered 
and  repulsed,  was  relieved  by  Brigadier-General 
Clayton,  imoMdiatelv  in  my  front  I  followed 
this  movement  dosely,  being  so  near  to  Clayton's 
line  that  many  of  my  command  were  wounded 
and  a  few  killed  before  I  oould  return  the  fire. 
The  front  liiie  advanced  but  little  under  the 
combined  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery  and  small 
arms,  until  General  Clayton  reported  his  ammu- 
nition exhausted. 

At  about  two  p.  M.,  in  obedience  to  ordera 
received  in  person  frY>m  the  Major-general  com- 
manding, I  relieved  him,  and  encountered  the 
enemy  m  an  unbroken  forest,  rendered  the  more 
di^ult  of  passsge  by  the  dense  under-growth 
which  for  more  than  two  hundred  vards  ex* 
tended  dong  my  entire  Une.    And  difficulties 
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were  still  further  enhanced  by  the  smoke  of 
battle,  and  the  burning  of  the  woods  rendered 
it  impossible  to  distinguish  objects  twenty  paces 
in  aavanoe.  My  skirmishers  encountering  the 
enemy  at  an  hundred  yards  or  less,  I  pushed 
rapidly  upon  his  lines,  under  a  most  terrific  fire 
from  all  arms.  There  vras  no  position  from  which 
my  artillery  could  be  served  with  advantage 
against  the  enemy,  while  two  of  his  batteries 
immediately  in  my  front,  and  one  ahnost  on  my 
right  flank,  filled  the  air  with  grape,  canister, 
shefis  and  solid  shot ;  while  yolley  after  volley 
of  musketry,  in  quick  succession,  swept  my  men 
by  scores  at  every  discharge.  For  four  hundred 
yards,  however,  my  line  steadily  advanced  with- 
out fiilterine  at  any  point  until  the  enemy  had 
been  driven  bey ond  the  tangled  under-erowtii  and 
his  first  line  completely  routed.  A  stuboom  resist- 
ance from  tiie  second  line,  supported  by  artillery, 
posted  upon  a  slight  acclivity  in  our  front,  and 
pouring  showers  of  canister  upon  us  for  a  few 
minutes,  checked  our  progress,  but  again  we  ad- 
vanced, driving  back  nis  second  line  up  to  and 
beyond  the  summit  of  the  ridffe,  until  my  right 
rested  upon  and  my  centre  ana  left  had  passed 
the  crest  Unfortunately,  however,  at  this  mo- 
ment, when  the  rout  of  the  second  line  was  about 
being  made  as  complete  as  the  disaster  to  the 
first  a  few  minutes  previous,  a  force  d  the  enemy 
appeared  upon  my  right  flank,  and  had  well'nigh 
turned  it,  compelling  the  Eighteenth  and  Forty- 
fifth  Tennessee  reg^ent  to  retire  rapidly  and  in 
some  confusion  under  a  heavy  enfilading  fire. 
This  necessitated  the  witiidrawal  of  the  centre 
and  left,  there  being  no  support  upon  my  right 
for  a  mile  and  none  in  my  rear  nearer  than  six 
hundred  yards,  and  which  was  tiien  not  in  mo- 
tion. 

Before  reaching  the  summit  of  the  ridge,  many 
of  liie  best  and  bravest  officers  of  my  command 
had  been  stricken  down.  Among  these  may  be 
named  Colonel  J.  B.  Palmer,  severely  wounded ; 
Colonel  John  M.  Lillard,  mortally  wounded ;  Lieu- 
tenantCk>lonel  Butler,  sli^htiv  wounded ;  Major 
Joyner  and  Major  Tazewell  W.  Newman,  severely 
wounded,  besides  many  line  officers,  whose  ser- 
vices were  almost  indiBpeuBable  to  their  com- 
mands. 

Soon  after  passing  the  dense  mider-growth 
mentioned  above,  we  killed  the  horses  and  drove 
the  gunners  from  five  field  pieces,  three  upon  the 
right  and  two  in  the  centre,  fhe  command  passed 
them,  but  the  men  were  not  permitted  to  fall  out 
of  ranks  to  remove  them.  Lieutenant  Anderson, 
of  Dawson's  battery,  removed  three  of  them  (six- 
pounder  rifle  brass  pieces)  to  the  rear,  and  tiie 
other  two  were  removed  by  persons  unknown. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  Thirty«econd  Tennessee, 
in  the  centre,  just  before  being  withdrawn,  and 
while  a  little  beyond  the  crest  of  the  ridge, 
drove  the  enemy  from  two  other  field  pieces 
and  silenced  their  fire,  but  did  not  reach  them ; 
while  the  left  (Twenty-sixth  Tennessee)  drove 
him  from  a  battery  of  the  second  line,  but  was 
retr-  *  *  "  -*<«chii:^  it  In  this  action  Cames' 
V  artilfery,  of  Wright's  brigade, 


which  had  an  hour  or  two  previous  been  cap- 
tured by  Ihe  enemy,  was  re-taken  by  my  com- 
mand. 

Brigadier-General  Bate  relieved  me  about 

p.  H.,  and  I  rapidly  re-formed  and  replenished  my 
ammunition  m  his  rear,  and,  when  ready  agaiD 
to  move  forward,  a  staff  officer  announced  fliat 
the  enemy  had  penetrated  between  Bate's  left 
and  Johnson's  right,  and  that  his  skirmishen 
were  moving  upon  my  flank.  I  immediately 
changed  the  direction  of  my  Kne  at  a  doid))e- 
quick,  first  sending  forward  a  strong  line  of  skir- 
mishers. Bat  finding  tiiat  the  enemy  had  either 
retreated  or  that  the  alarm  was  a  false  one,  I 
reported  tiie  fiMt  to  the  Major-General  com- 
manding, and,  in  obedience  to  his  orders, 
moved  aeain  to  the  front  and,  passing  the  com- 
mands of  Bate  and  Clayton,  formed  in  line  be- 
yond thefr  left  flmk,  almost  upon  the  precise 
ground  to  which  I  had  previously  pursued  the 
enemy.  Having  placed  my  artili«7  in  position 
under  the  peivonal  sopervision  of  Major-GeDml 
Stewart,  and  protected  w^  front  with  skirmish- 
ers, I  was  directed  to  remain  and  hold  the  position 
during  the  niffht  The  enemy  was  about  two 
hund^d  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  jrards  dis- 
tant in  my  front,  but  did  not  advance,  and,  save 
an  occasional  shot  on  the  picket  line  and  a  few 
shells  about  nightfoU,  there  was  no  firing  during 
that  night 

Soon  after  daylight  on  Sunday  morning  fthe 
twentieth),  in  obedience  to  orders  frt>m  the  Mft- 
jor-Ooneral  commanding,  I  moved  by  the  right 
flank  five  hundred  paces,  indining  a  tittle  to  the 
rear,  so  as  to  keep  the  crest  of  the  ridge.  Id  a 
few  moments  the  skirmishera  encountered  s 
sharp  fire  from  the  enemy  and  were  iwidly 
driven  in  on  the  ri^ht,  six  or  eight  of  them  be- 
ing shot  down.  'They  were  immediately  rem- 
forced,  puriied  cautiously  forward,  under  such 
shelter  as  the  ground  and  timber  afforded,  to  a 
distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards ;  but  so 
near  was  the  enemy  that  they  could  not  be  ad- 
vanced further  wiuiout  provoking  an  engage- 
ment, which  I  had  been  cautioned  to  avoid  imtil 
our  line  could  be  established.  Brigadier-Oen- 
eral  Bate  formed  on  my  right,  but  at  an  angle 
with  my  line,  his  right  retired.  In  a  slvort  time 
afterwejd  Brigadier-General  Wood,  of  (aebome's 
division,  formed  on  my  right,  a  little  in  frt>iit  of 
Bbte.  We  erected  temporary  defences  of  logs, 
rocks,  brush,  and  such  other  materials  as  couM 
be  hastily  collected. 

At  about  half-past  ten  jl.  m.,  the  enemy  com- 
menced shelling  us  from  two  positions,  one  im- 
mediately in  my  firont,  about  four  hundred  y^ds 
distant,  and  the  other  more  to  my  right,  doing 
but  Htde  damn^. 

At  about  eleven  o'clock,  when  ordered  to  ad- 
vance, I  moved  in  line  to  the  front,  preceded  hj 
my  skirmishers,  who,  soon  driving  in  the  enemy's 
sldrmishers,  nJlied  upon  the  command.  We 
moved  at  double^uiclc  neariy  three  hundred 
viunds  tlurough  an  open  wood,  the  enemy  retiring 
before  us,  when  the  brigade  on  my  rieht  brok» 
in  confusion.    My  line  stiO  advanced  fifty  cr 
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seventy-five  yvrda  further,  and  to  witliin  fifty 
yards  of  the  enemy's  battery  and  line  of  defences, 
when  the  right,  wholly  unsupported  and  receiv- 
ing a  terrible  cross  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery 
upon  its  flanks,  broke  and  retired  in  disorder  to 
oiir  temporazy  defences.  I  found  all  efforts,  to 
rally  the  Eighteenth  and  Forty-fifth  Tennessee, 
short  of  the"  defences,  in  vain  and,  indeed,  im- 
practicable, under  the  storm  of  grape  and  canis- 
ter which  prevailed  upon  every  part  of  the  field 
over  which  these  two  reeiments  passed.  The 
centre  and  left  continued  steadily  to  advance 
until  they  crossed  the  Chattanooga  road  two  or 
three  hundred  yards,  and  passed  the  battenr  in 
our  front,  but  on  the  right  flank  of  the  Thirty- 
second  Tennessee  regiment  But  being  unsup- 
ported on  the  right,  in  consequence  of  the  retreat 
of  the  Eighteenui  and  Forty-fifth  Tennessee  regi- 
ments, it  oecame  necessarv  to  retire  the  remain- 
der of  the  line,  because  to  have  advanced  further 
would  have  exposed  it  to  the  hazard  of  being 
cut  off,  while  to  have  remained  stationary,  with- 
out shelter  ^d  under  fire  from  a  protected  foe, 
would  have  sacrificed  the  men  without  obtain- 
ing any  compensating  advantage.  I  therefore 
ordored  it  to  retire,  which  it  accomplished  in 
comparatively  good  order,  to  the  original  line. 
WhUe  re-forminf;  my  line,  I  receivea  a  slight 
wound,  which  disabled  me  from  dutvfor  the 
remainder  of  the  day,  and  I  refer  to  the  report 
of  Colonel  Cook,  upon  whom  the  commana  de- 
volved, for  the  conduct  of  the  brigade  in  the 
evening. 

It  would  give  me  pleasure  to  mention  the 
distinguished  valor  euiibited  by  manv  officers 
and  men  throughout  the  action ;  but  the  limits 
of  this  report  will  not  permit  it,  and,  by  impli- 
cation, injustice  might  be  done  to  others  not 
named.  With  but  few  individual  exceptions, 
the  whole  command  did  credit  to  the  noble 
State  which  sent  it  into  the  field,  and  added 
new  lustre  to  the  cause  for  which  it  fought. 

To  the  regimental  commanders,  and  to  Lieu- 
tenantColonel  Hall,  of  the  Forty-f^th,  and  Major 
McGuire,  ofthe  Thirty-second,  who  respectively 
commanded  the  skirmishers,  I  cheerfully  accord 
the  highest  meed  of  praise  for  bravery  and  skilL 
In  the  death  of  Colonel  Lillard,  the  country  lost 
one  of  her  best  men  and  bravest  soldiers,  and 
his  command  an  officer  whose  place  cannot  be 
supplied.  I  feel  deeply  the  loss  of  Colonel 
Palmer's  services  in  the  field,  for  with  him  on 
the  right,  the  gallant  Cook  in  the  centre,  and 
the  brave  Lillard  on  the  left,  I  felt  the  utmost 
confidence  in  the  unvarjring  steadiness  of  my 
line. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  accompanying 
reports  of  my  regimental  commanders  (marked 
A,  B,  C,  D  and  E)  for  detailed  accotmts  of  the 
part  borne  by  those  several  commands. 

I  cannot  close  without  expressii^  my  obliga- 
tions to  the  members  of  my  staff.  Captain  H.  J. 
Cherry,  A.  A.  G.,  Captain  Gid.  H.  Low,  A.  A.,  In- 
spector-Creneral,  ana  Lieutenant  James  T.  Brown, 
A.  D.  C,  for  the  services  rendered  by  them 
during  the  entire  engagement    More  gallant 
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men  could  not  be  found.  They  dischaiged  theii 
several  duties  with  a  degree  of  fidelity  and 
intrepidity  which  mere  language  cannot  reward. 
Major  B.  P.  Roy,  A.  Q.  M.  General,  Major  B.  F. 
Carter,  A.  C.  S.,  Dr.  James  F.  Grant,  brigade 
surgeon,  and  Lieutenant  Mark  8.  Cockrille, 
ordnance  offiqer,  performed  their  several  duties 
with  an  efficiency  and  zeal  deserving  the  highest 
praise.  I  am  also  indebted  to  George  B.  McC^- 
lum  and  M.  A.  Carter,  acting  stafTofficers,  for 
valuable  and  efficient  assistence  on  the  field 
throughout  the  battle. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Major, 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Bbowk, 

BrigBdicr*GoneraL 
RBPOBT  OF  BRIGADIEIUOBNERAL  &  G.  HUMPHBE7B. 

HSAHQVABmB  BUOAOI, ) 

Neab  GtainAxoooi,  Tcm.,  Oct.  8, 1863.  J 

Major  J,  M,  €hffgin,A88i8UmiA(^utant'0eneral: 

Majob:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  action  of  the 
twentieth  of  September : 

The  brigade  arrived  on  the  battle-field,  at 
Alexander's  Bridge,  at  two  o*clock  a.  x.,  on  the 
twentieth,  from  Western  Virginia.  About  tei* 
0  clpck  General  Kershaw  ordered  me  into  line 
of  bfttde  on  his  left  Heavy  firing  was  heard 
in  our  front,  when  we  advanced  in  line  parallel 
to  the  Lafayette  road.  Crossing  the  road,  we 
found  the  enemy  on  a  hill  at  the  edge  of  an  old 
field.  General  Kershaw  at  once  engaged  him 
and  drove  him  from  his  position.  At  this  time 
General  Bushrod  Johnson  rode  up  to  me  and  re- 
quested me  to  move  my  brigade  to  General  Ker- 
shaw's right,  as  the  enemy  were  massing  in  that 
direction  and  threatening  a  flank  movement  I 
immediately  moved  to  General  Kershaw's  right, 
met  the  enemy  in  forcej  drove  in  his  skirmishers 
and  found  him  intrenched  on  a  hill  with  artillery. 
After  engaging  him  and  reconoitring  his  posi- 
tion, I  found  it  impossible  to  drive  him  from  it. 

I  immediately  informed  General  Longstreet 
of  the  enemy's  position  and  strength,  and  re- 
ceived orders  from  him  to  hold  my  position  with- 
out advancing,  while  he  sent  a  division  to  attack 
him  on  the  right  and  left  The  attack  on  my 
left  was  first  made  with  doubtful  success ;  the 
attack  on  my  right  was  successful,  driving  the 
enemy  from  his  position  in  great  confusion.  It 
was  now  dark,  and  no  further  pursuit  was  made. 

I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  lists  of 
casualties.  The  brigade  captured  during  the 
dav  over  four  hundred  prisoners,  five  stands  of 
colors,  and  twelve  hundred  small  arms. 

On  the  twenty-second,  learning  that  a  party 
of  the  enemy  was  on  the  mountain,  near  the  gap 
at  Rossville,  I  detached  thirty  men  from  the 
Eighteenth  regiment,  and  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain Ratoliff,  Company  A,  and  lieutenant  Otten- 
burg,  of  Company  K,  to  skirmish  for  them. 
They  succeeded  in  capturing  nine  officers  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  making  a  total 
of  prisoners  captured  by  the  brigade,  thirty- 
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seven  officers  and  five  hundred  and  tbirtj-five 
men. 

The  individual  cases  of  gallantry  and  darins 
among  the  officers  and  men  were  namerous,  and 
where  all  behaved  so  well  it  is  unneccessary  to 
particularize.  I  cannot  conclude  this  report 
without  payine  a  tribute  of  admiration  to  the 
bearing  and  dauntless  courage  of  Brigadier- 
Generd  Kershaw  and  his  brave  Palmetto  boys, 
who  have  so  long  and  so  often  fought  side  by 
side  with  the  Mississippi  troops.  The  gsJlant 
and  heroic  daring  with  which  they  met  the 
shock  of  battle,  and  irresistibly  drove  back  the 
Federal  hosts,  merits  the  highest  encomiums 
and  lasting  gratitude  of  the  army  and  the 
country.        very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Bbnjabun  G.  Huvfixrets. 

BrlgAdler-General,  ooxnmandlng. 
'  BEPORT  OF  BmOAIIIEBrOENERAL  J..  R  KEEtSHAW. 

HftADQUAIOBBB  KsmBAW'S  BUOAOB,  ) 

Nkak  CbAiTAirooaA,  October  16, 1868.  j 

Major  J,  M,  Ooggin,  AssisUmt  AcfjutanUOenercd: 
Major:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  my  own  and  fium- 
phreys'  brigade  in  the  late  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga.  The  mention  of  the  latter  brigade  is 
necessarily  general,  from  the  fact  that  General 
Humphreys  report  did  not  pass  through  me, 
and,  Deiu^  on  foot  during  tne  engagement,  I 
could  only  assume  a  verv  general  command.  I 
respectfully  refer  to  tne  report  of  General 
Humphreys  for  more  particular  information 
of  his  movements. 

At  midnight,  on  the  eighteenth  of  September, 
the  last  of  my  brigade  arrived  at  the  terminus 
of  the  railroad  near  Catoosa  Station,  and  next 
jnoming  marched,  under  orders  from  the  Gen- 
eral commanding,  to  Ringgold,  at  which  place 
the  command  united  wim  that  of  Brigadier- 
General  Humphreys^  About  nightfall  orders 
were  received  from  the  Lieutenants-General 
commanding  to  join  General  Hood  with  the 
command.  Conducted  by  Colonel  DiUard,  we 
moved  at  once  across  Alexander's  Bridge  over 
Chickamauga  Creek,  and  bivouacked  at  one 
o'clock  A.  K.,  on  the  twentieth.  At  nine  o'clock 
we  were  ordered  by  the  Lieutenant-General 
commanding  to  a  position  in  reserve  to  Hood's 
division,  near  the  headquarters  of  the  command- 
ing General  About  eleven  o'clock  I  was 
oraered  forward  with  the  command  to  report 
to  Major-Greneral  Hood.  Arriving,  I  found  his 
troops  engaged  in  front,  and  a  line  of  battle  just 

going  in.  General  Hood  directed  me  to  form 
ne  in  his  rear,  with  my  centre  resting  on  the 
spot  where  I  found  him,  which  I  suppose  was 
his  centre.  Porming  line,  Humphreys  on  my 
left,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  under  fire  of  the 
enemy,  and  in  a  thick  wood,  I  moved  as  directed, 
to  the  front.  I  had  been  directed  to  occupv  a 
line  of  breastworks ;  but,  before  reacUng  that 
point,  a  stdfT-officer  of  the  Lieutenant-General 
commanding  was  sent  to  direct  me  to  a  point 
further  in  advance.    I  crossed  the  Lafayette 


road  near   a   house,  and,  crossing  tiie    ope*: 
ground,  entered  the  woods  beyond,  and   pro- 
ceeded nearly  to  what  I  understood  to  be  the 
Cove  road.     While  passing  through    the   last 
wood,  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet  dircctci 
me  to  to  look  out  for  my  right  flank,  and  I  ho'i 
disposed  of  Colonel  Hennagan's  Eighth  South 
Carolina,  my  right  regiment,  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  cover  me  in  that  direction,  as  I  supposed. 
Having  reached  the  point  last  mentioned,  the 
firing  on  my  right  became  very  heavy,  and  a 
portion  of  General  Hood's  division  fell  back 
along  my  line.    I  changed  front  almost  per- 
pendicularly to  the  right  on  Colonel  Nance^s 
Third  South  Carolina  regiment,  my  left  centre, 
which  I  had  indicated  as  the  directing  bat- 
lion.     This  movement  had  just  been  accom- 
plished, when  an  officer  of  Brigadier-Gkneral 
Law's  staff  informed  me   of  the  unfortunate 
loss  of  Major-General   Hood,  and  suggested 
that,  as  senior  Brigadier,  I  should  assume  the 
direction  of  the  two  brigades  of  that  division 
on  my  right    General  Bushrod  Johnson  was 
present  and  caUed  for  a  comparison  of  rank, 
which  seemed  to  satisfy  him.    Major  Coimine- 
ham.  Assistant  Inspector-Creneral, General  Hood  s 
staff,  who  had  been  sent  by  the  General  to  con- 
duct me,  made  the  opportune  suggestion  that 
the  Lieutenant-General  commanding  DC  informed. 
Relieved  by  this,  I  requested  him  to  direct  G<!n- 
eral  Humphreys  to  move  up  and  support  me  on 
my  right,  ne  having  been  tnrown  in  my  rear  by 
my  cringe  of  front    General  Johnson  had  ui'- 
dertaken  to  advance  a  brigade  on  my  left    The 
enemy  occupied  a  skirt  of  wood  on  the  far  sidi/ 
of  the  field  around  Dyer's  house ;   his  right 
extending  into  the  wood  beyond  the  field,  his 
left  crossing  the  Cove  road.    His  colors  wertr 
ostentatiou^y  displayed  along  the  lines.    Tin 
last  of  Hood's  division  engaged  in  my  front  ha*! 
just  retired,  when  I  ordered  the  advance,  diret  t- 
mg  Colonel  Hennagan  to  extend  to  the  rig-bt 
and  engage  the  enemy  in  that  direction  until 
Humphreys'  arrival,  who  was  then  in  motii.^iu 
The  aistance  across  the  field  was  about  eight 
hundred  yards,  with  a  fence  intervening  about 
one-quarter  of  the  distance.    As  soon  as  we 
crossed  the  fence  I  ordered  bayonets  fixed,  ai.d 
moved  at  a  double-quick,  sending  Lieuteriant- 
Colonel  Gaillard's  Second  South  Carolina  r^^ 
ment,  my  extreme  left,  to  gain  the  enemy's  right 
flamk.     When  within  one  hundred  yards  of  ih»: 
enemy  they  broke,  and  I  opened  fire  upon  thezi 
along  the  whole  Une,  but  pursued  them  rapid}y 
over  the  first  line  of  liills  to  the  foot  of  the  sec- 
ond, when  I  haltejj  under  a  heavy  fire  of  ari'r 
lery  on  the  heights,  sheltering  the  men  as  mac!i 
as  possible,  and  there  awaited  the  coming  of 
Humphreys  on  my  right    The  Seventh  Sonth 
Carolina,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bland,  my  right  C'^r.- 
tre  regiment,  and  the  Fifteenth  South  (Sur(>lin.i. 
Lieutenan^Colonel  Joseph  F.  Gist,  had  obliqu.-i 
to  the  right    Colonel  Hennagan  had  purlin  ^i 
the  enemy  so  far  to  the  right  that  when  Hunt- 
phreys  got  up,  he  occupied  the  interval  between 
the  Fil^enth  and  Eighth  regiments.    ColoLci 
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enemy,  ana  in  a  tiiick  wood,  t  moved  as  directed, 
to  the  front.  I  had  been  directed  to  occupv  a 
line  of  breastworks ;  but  before  reaching  that 
point,  a  stslff-officer  of  l^e  Lieutenant-Giineral 
commanding  was  sent  to  direct  me  to  a  point 


tre  regiment,  and  the  Fifteenth  aoutn  ca^<•llL.i- 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Joseph  F.  Gist,  had  obliquvi 
to  the  right.  Colonel  Hennagan  had  pursiK-i 
the  enemy  so  far  to  the  right  that,  when  Hiii*:- 
phreys  got  up,  he  occupied  the  interval  bet-vrt  e:> 
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Oates,  Fifteenth  Alabama,  Law's  brigade,  came 
up  on  the  right  of  the  Seventh  and  occupied 
the  line  between  that  and  the  Fifteenth,  and 
with  those  regiments  advanced  without  orders. 
I  had  sent  to  &e  right  to  direct  that  I  should  be 
informed  when  Humphreys  arrived. 

Hearing  the  firing  renewed  on  my  right,  I 
advanced  the  left  wing.  Third  South  Carolina, 
James'  battalion,  and  Second  South  Carolina,  and 
gained,  in  some  points,  the  crest  of  the  hill 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  enemv's  lines.  After 
one  of  the  most  gallant  struggles  I  have  ever 
witnessed,  especially  on  the  part  of  the  Third 
South  Carolina  and  James'  battalion,  which  occu- 
pied a  position  in  front  of  the  enemy's  battery, 
I  was  compelled  to  &11  back  to  a  point  about 
two  hundred  a.nd  fifty  yards,  where  I  determined 
to  hold  the  enemy  until  reinforcements  arrived. 
The  enomy  soon  advanced,  but,  by  a  cool,  delib- 
erate fire,  was  quickly  repulsed.  Genend  Hum- 
phreys reported  that  he  could  make  no  farther 
advance  on  account  of  the  heavy  force  of  the 
enemy  to  his  right.  I  directed  him  to  make 
such  disposition  of  his  troops  as  would  cover 
my  right  flank.  About  three  o'clock  Brigadier- 
General  Anderson's  Mississippi  brigade  came  to 
my  support  I  described  to  him  the  situation, 
and  suggested  an  attack  on  the  right  flank  of 
the  position  of  the  enemv.  He  acquiesced  in 
my  view  and  advanced  his  left  preparatory  to 
the  movement,  covering  his  front  with  skirmish- 
ers, who  immediately  became  engaged,  and 
drove  in  those  of  the  enemy ,  but,  raising  a 
shout  along  their  lines,  the^  advanced  their  line 
of  battle  at  a  charge,  drivmg  back  Anderson's 
brigade  in  some  confusion.  With  hearty  cheers 
the  Second  and  Third  South  Carolina  and  James' 
battalion  engaged  them  with  the  utmost  enthu- 
siasm ;  Anderson's  brigade  promptly  re-formed 
and  opened  fire.  His  reserve  regiment  came 
up,  and,  in  ten  minutes  time,  the  enemy  was 
driven  pell-mell  The  Second  South  Carolina  and 
Anderson's  brigade  dashed  after  him  and  drove 
him  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  the  Second  South  Caro- 
lina reaching  the  crest.  The  troops  to  his  left  hav- 
ing fallen  back  to  then:  former  position,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Gaillard  says,  in  his  report,  that  '*  he 
was  obliged,  reluctantlv,  to  fidl  back."  This  was 
an  attack  on  the  ri^ht  flanl^  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
line  was  at  an  oblique  angle  to  my  line.  All  of 
my  regiments,  except  the  Second,  though  not 
participating  in  the  direct  attack,  served  to  hold 
the  enemy  in  position  along  that  portion  of  the 
line,  and  were  mostly  engaged  during  the  attack. 
About  four  o'clock  Uracie's  and  Kelly's  brigades 
came  up  and  reported  to  me.  I  directed  them, 
the  former  to  form  on  my  rear,  and  the  latter  to 
form  on  Gracie's  left  (General  Hindman  in- 
formed me  that  he  was  about  to  attack  on 
Anderson's  left,  well  on  the  right  flank  of  the 
enemy,  with  two  brigades  of  infantry,  with 
artillery.  Soon  after,  he  opened  heavily  in  that 
direction,  but  sent  me  word  the  attack  was 
likely  to  fail  unless  a  demonstration  was  made 
alou^  the  front  I  determined  on  an  attack, 
combining  aU  our  forces.    McNair's  brigade. 


which  had  come  up  on  my  right,  Gracie's, 
Kelly's,  Anderson's,  my  Eighth,  Fifteenth,  anil 
Second  regiments  participating.  The  rest  of 
my  brigade  being,  m  whole  or  in  part,  out  of 
ammunition,  remained  in  reserve  at  tlieir  posi- 
tion. This  was  one  of  the  heaviest  attacks  of 
the  war  on  a  single  point.  The  brigades  went 
in  in  magnificent  order ;  General  Gracie,  under 
my  own  eye,  led  his  brigade,  now  for  the  first 
time  under  fire,  most  gallantly  and  efficiently, 
and,  for  more  than  an  hour  and  a  half,  the 
struggle  continued  with  unabated  furv.  It  ter- 
minated at  sunset — the  Second  South  Carolina 
beine  amdng  the  last  to  retire.  At  dark  Gen- 
eral Kobinson,  of  Hood's  division,  came  up  with 
his  brigade  and  picketed  to  my  front.  About 
ten  o'clock,  I  think,  he  informed  me  that  the 
enemy  had  left  I  immediately  communicated 
the  fact  to  the  Lieutenant-General  commanding. 
In  the  morning  General  Robinson  withdrew, 
and  I  sent  forward  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gaillard 
to  take  possession  of  the  enemy's  hospital  and 
to  picket  to  the  front  The  day  was  spent  in 
caring  for  the  wounded,  burying  the  dead,  and 
collecting  arms.  In  the  afternoon  Major-Gen- 
eral  Mcmws  resumed  command  of  the  division. 
My  brigade  was  marched  a  few  miles  that  night 
towards  Chattanooga,  and  next  day  drove  in  the 
enemy  to  their  present  lines,  in  conjunction 
with  Wofford's  brigade,  my  Eighth  South  Caro- 
lina being  chiefly  engaged.  But  few  men  were 
lost  in  this  affair.  Dming  the  first  charge  of  the 
twentieth  my  brigade  captured  nine  pieces  (»f 
artillery,  three  of  which  were  taken  by  the  Eighth 
South  Carolina,  and  some  half  dozen  cai8Sons,with 
ammunition.  Most  of  these  were  taken  before 
they  could  open  fire.  My  losses  were  heavy,  as 
will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  accompanying 
detailed  report  Among  them  are  some  of  the 
most  gallant  and  eflBcient  officers  and  men  of  my 
command,  and  choice  spirits  of  Carolina  chiv- 
alry. Lieutenant^lonel  Elbert  Bland,  Seventh 
South  Carolina,  fell  at  the  head  of  his  regiment 
in  the  first  moment  of  our  triumph.  A  few  mo- 
ments later.  Major  John  S.  Hard,  his  successor, 
was  instantly  Killed.  The  command  then  de- 
volved on  Captain  E.  J.  Goggin.  Captain  J.  M. 
Townsend,  commanding  James'  battalion,  was 
killed,  leading  the  charge  upon  the  enemy  s 
stronghold.  Lioutenan^Colonel  Hoole,  Eighth 
South  Carolina  regiment,  was  killed  in  the  early 
part  of  the  action.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bland 
was  recognized  generally  as  an  officer  of  rare 
ability.  His  power  of  command,  his  cool,  daunts 
less  courage  and  self-control  in  battle,  his  excel- 
lent judgment,  di8cit)linary  skill  and  ability  in 
camp,  marked  him  as  a  man  of  a  high  order  of 
military  talent  His  personal  and  social  charac- 
teristics were  equallv  noble  and  elevated.  In 
him  we  have  lost  a  champion  worthy  of  our  glo- 
rious cause.  Maior  John  S.  Hard  was  a  gallant 
and  accomplishea  officer,  and  has  highly  distin- 
guished himself  on  every  battle-field  in  which 
his  regiment  has  been  engaged.  Captain  Towns- 
end  commanded  his  battalion,  on  this  occasion, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  elicit  my  commendation 
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oil  the  fieldy  before  he  fell,  and  would,  if  he  were 
living,  have  been  here  mentioned  with  high  dis- 
tinction. Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoole  was  an  offi- 
cer of  much  merit,  but  has  been  prevented  by 
protracted  illness  from  attaining  that  distinction 
he  might  have  achieved  with  his  gaUant  regi- 
ment He  was  much  beloved  for  his  perso^ 
qualities,  and  his  loss  will  be  deeply  deplored  by 
his  comrades.  For  particular  mention  of  other 
brave  spirits  who  have  fallen,  I  respectfully  refer 
to  the  accompanying  reports  of  regimented  com- 
manders. My  pride  and  satisfaction  with  the 
conduct  of  my  entire  brigade,  in  the  engage- 
ment, could  not  be  more  complete.  Officers  and 
men,  each  acted  as  if  impressed  with  the  feeling 
that  the  destinies  of  the  country  depended  upon 
his  own  faithful,  earnest,  and  intelhgent  discharge 
of  duty.    I  shall  ^ot  attempt  to  particularize. 

The  only  member  of  my  staff  with  me  during 
the  whole  day  was  Oaptain  C.  R.  Holmes,  A.  A. 
6.  To  him,  as  on  aU  previous  occasions  of  this 
character,  I  am  greaUy  indebted  for  the  most 
valuable  and  gaUant  services.  He  represented 
me  on  the  right  wing  of  my  brigade.  I  detailed 
Second  Lieutenant  H.  L.  Tarley  to  act  as  Aid-de- 
Camp,  and  cannot  too  highly  commend  his  gal- 
lantry, activity,  and  efficiency,  under  the  most 
tr3ang  circiunstances.  As  an  evidence  of  my 
apppreciation,  I  detailed  him  to  accompany  ihe 
captured  flags  to  Richmond.  Lieutenant  W.  M. 
D wight,  A.  A.  and  L  G.,  joined  me  in  the  after- 
noon and  aided  me  with  his  usual  efficiency. 

In  the  absence  of  horses  for  myself  and  staff, 
I  detailed  one  man  from  each  regiment  as  order- 
lies to  communicate  with  the  command.  All  of 
them  rendered  efficient  service,  and  two,  M.  F. 
Milan,  Company  A,  Third  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment, and  Kawlins  Rivers,  Company  I,  Second 
South  Carolina  regiment,  were  killed  in  the  dis- 
charge of  that  duty.  Rivers  had  attracted  my 
notice  by  gallant  and  intelligent  services  in  the 
same  position  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  6.  ESRSBAW, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  GOK  C.  a  WILSON,  COMMANDING  BRIGADE. 

HEADQCABmiS  WlUON'S  BRiaADB,  ) 

MiaooiiAKT  BiDQS,  October  1, 1863.  { 

Captain  Joseph  B,  Gumming,  Assistant  Acfju- 

ianirOeneral : 

Captain  :  It  was  not  until  one  o'clock  on  Fri- 
day night,  the  eighteenth  instant,  that  my  bri- 
gade succeeded  in  crossing  Shaelan  Ford,  on 
the  Chickamauga  River,  the  road  having  been 
blocked  up  by  the  wagons  and  artillery  trains 
of  the  brigades  and  divisions  which  preceded 
us  on  the  march.  We  bivouacked  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river  that  night,  prepared  to  follow 
our  division  on  the  next  day's  march.  The 
ordnance  train  of  the  division  not  having  suc- 
ceeded in  crossing  Friday  night,  I  was  directed 
by  special  order  from  division  headquarters  to 
remain  with  the  train,  holding  my  brigade  as  a 


guard  until  it  had  crossed,  and  then  to  rdoin 
tiie  division.  I  immediately  detached  the  Thir- 
tieth (Georgia  regiment^  and  sent  it  to  the  fonl 
as  a  guard  to  that  portion  of  the  train  that  had 
not  crossed,  and  to  furnish  fatigue  partiea  to 
help  forward  disabled  or  stalled  wagons,  having 
first  reconnoitred  the  position  and  thrown  out 
two  companies  on  each  road  leading  to  the  ford 
to  guard  against  surprise  by  the  enemy.  About 
nine  o'clocK  a.  h.,  the  whole  train  had  crossed 
and  was  put  in  motion,  with  the  Twenty-fifth 
G^igia  and  a  section  of  the  battery  ahead  as 
an  a<hraiice  guard  and  tlie  rest  of  the  brigade  Ib 
rear.  In  this  order  we  had  inarched  about  two 
miles  from  the  ford,  to  the  intersection  of  the 
road  from  Alexander's  Bridge  with  the  road  to 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  when  I  received,  from 
one  of  GeneraJ  Forrest's  staff,  an  order  from 
division  headquarten,  directing  me  ^ogo  wifli 
General  Forrest  and  obey  his  orders.  Th»  train 
was  thereupon  sent  forward  alone,  and  the  bri- 
gade filed  to  the  right  on  the  Alexander's  Bridge 
road,  conducted  by  the  staff  officer  who  bad 
brought  me  the  order.  One  company,  however, 
of  the  Thirtieth  Georgia  regiment,  which  had 
been  thrown  out  as  skirmishers  from  the  ford, 
had  not  yet  overtaken  the  regiment^  and  did  not 
until  the  fight  was  over,  but  fell  in  on  the  kfi 
of  General  Ector's  brigade,  and  behaved  gal- 
lantly, as  1  am  informed,  during  the  engagement 
of  that  day.  This  was  Company  B,  Oa.ptain 
Hitch.  Riding  forward  with  General  Forresu 
he  informed  me  that  the  enemy,  in  considerable 
force,  were  engaging  his  cavalry  to  the  righ; 
and  front  of  my  position,  and  he  directed  me  to 
select  a  position  and  form  line  of  battle  on  the 
left  of  the  road.  I  formed  my  line  on  the  ridge 
of  the  long  hiU  which,  from  the  north-east,  over- 
looks and  commands  the  plain  where  our  first 
encounter  with  the  enemy  took  place,  postire 
the  artillery  by  sections  on  the  most  elevated 
positions  and  opposite  to  the  intervals  between 
regiments.  We  had  not  remained  in  this  posi- 
tion long  when  an  order  from  General  Forrest 
informed  me  that  the  enemy  were  pressing  him 
sorely  in  front,  and  directed  me  to  move  upon 
his  left.  This  order  was  promptly  executed, 
the  brigade  moving  off  by  the  right  flank,  and 
filing  up  the  Alexander's  Bridge  road  about 
three^ighths  of  a  mile,  was  formed  forward  into 
Une.  "nie  line  was  scarc^  formed  when  firing 
conmienced  on  the  left  Ijie  order  was  given 
to  move  forward  at  once,  and  the  line  steppod 
off  with  the  enthusiasm  of  high  hope  and  patri- 
otic determination,  and  tl^e  precision  and  accn- 
racy  which  only  disciplined  and  instnicted 
troops  can  attain.  The  enemy's  skimufibers 
were  encountered  at  once  and  driven  in  on  their 
first  line,  which  opened  upon  us  a  terrific  fire. 
Steadily  the  line  moved  forward  and  poured 
into  the  enemy's  rank  a  well-directed  fire,  which 
very  soon  caused  his  line  to  break  and  %  from 
the  field  in  confusion,  leaving  dead  and  wounded 
covering  the  field  over  which  we  marched. 
The  command  still  pressed  forward  cm  the  re- 
treating foe,*and  soon  encountered  a  second  line 
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of  battle^  which  seemed  to  have  been  drawn  up 
tliree  or  fonr  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  the  first ; 
then  again  the  contest  was  renewed  with  ereat 
energy,  and  the  position  dispnted  with  stubpom 
resolve.  The  firing  at  this  point  was  terrific, 
and  many  brave  officers  and  men  fell  while  gal- 
lantly discharging  their  duties.  For  a  time  our 
line  wavered,  and  the  overwhehning  force  of 
the  enemy  seemed  determined  to  drive  us  from 
the  field.  Rallying  from  the  shock  of  this  new 
encounter,  our  line  again  moved  forward  with 
determination  and  energy,  and  finally  succeeded 
in  driving  back  the  enemy's  second  line  in  con- 
fusion to  his  breastworks,  which  had  been  erected 
of  fia.llen  trees  about  four  hundred  yards  in  rear 
of  his  second  line.  At  this  time  an  order  from 
General  Forrest  directed  me  not  to  press  the 
enemy  further,  but,  in  the  meantime,  our  line 
had  come  within  range  of  the  breastworks, 
from  which  a  constant  and  galling  fire  was 
poured  into  our  ranks,  and  a  heavy  force  was 
moving  around  our  left  flank.  I  at  once  dis- 
patched one  of  my  staff  to  General  Ector,  who 
I  knew  was  a  short  distance  in  our  rear,  with  a 
request  that  he  would  move  up  on  my  left  But 
before  my  messenger  reached  him.  General 
Forrest  had  ordered^s  brigade  to  the  right — a 
position  held  up  to  that  time  by  the  cavalry.  In 
the  meantime,  the  enemy,  having  turned  my  left, 
poured  an  enfilading  fire  into  our  thinned  ranks, 
and  compelled  the  whole  left  of  the  line  to  fall 
back,  including  the  Thirtieth  Georgia  regiment, 
which  occupied  the  centre.  Observing  this 
movement,  and  pressed  by  a  galling  fire  in  front, 
the  right  of  the  line,  made  up  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  and  Twen^-ninth  Georgia  regiments,  began 
slowly  to  fall  back.  This  movement  havmg 
been  promptly  arrested,  I  passed  towards  the  left 
with  a  view  of  rallying  the  rest  of  the  brigade, 
and  succeeded  in  restoring  order  to  the  thinned 
ranks  of  the  Thirtieth  Georgia,  when  I  dis- 
covered the  enemy  still  pressing  aroimd  the  left 
towards  an  open  field,  mrough  which  our  line 
had  advanced.  I  thereupon  directed  Lieuten- 
antCJolonel  Boynton,  then  commanding  the  Thir- 
tieth Georgia  to  fall  back  a  little  further  to  a  wood 
on  the  left  of  the  road,  intending  to  re-form  on 
it  While  this  was  being  done,  General  Ector's 
brigade  went  in  on  the  right  of  my  line,  and  the 
Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty-nintti  Greorgia  regi- 
ments went  with  this  brigade  again  into  l£e 
action,  and  remained  with  it  during  the  fight  of 
that  brigade,  and  the  sharpshooters  and  Louis- 
iana battalion,  were  rallied  and  re-formed  in  the 
rear  of  other  troops  of  our  division,  which  at 
this  time  had  come  up  to  our  relief.  Having 
been  ,re-formed,  and  our  cartridge-boxes  replen- 
ished, the  brigade  took  up  its  position  v^n, 
remained  on  the  battle-field  that  night,  and 
moved  with  the  division  next  day. 

During  the  action  of  this  day  (Sunday,  the 
twentieth  instant),  it  was  not  our  fortune  to  be 
much  engaged.  0]^  ranks  had  been  much  re- 
duced, and  we  mustered  not  over  four  hundred 
and  fifty  aggregate.  About  twelve  m.,  the  right 
of  our  line  having  advanced  some  distance,  we 


engaged  the  enemy  in  a  thick  wood,  about  half 
a  mile  from  the  Chattanooga  road,  in  connection 
with  genera]  Gist's  brigade,  which  was  in  front 
of  us,  and  General  Ector's,  which  was  in  our 
rear.  At  this  time  the  three  brigades  were  oc- 
cupying the  same  line  nearly,  and  this  arrange- 
ment necessarily  resulted  in  some  confusion. 
After  a  very  unsatiBfactory  fight,  lasting  probar 

S  forty  minutes,  and  in  which  we  lost  some 
liable  officers  and  a  few  men,  we  were  order- 
ed to  fall  back  and  re-form.  This  was  accom- 
plished, the  line  falling  back  a  few  hundred  yards, 
where  we  remained  until  about  five  p.  m.,  when 
the  line  was  re-formed,  with  Genei-al  Gist's  bri- 
gade on  the  right.  General  Ector's  on  the  left 
and  mine  in  the  centre — ^the  division  being  un- 
der command  of  General  Gist — and  advanced 
to  the  last  charge,  meeting,  however,  no  enemy, 
and  having  the  satisfaction  of  taking  up  our 
bivouac  upon  Uie  field  from  which  our  enemy 
had  been  driven  in  confusion.  This  brigade  eur 
tered  the  fight  with  an  effective  force  of  twelve 
himdred  men,  and  lost,  during  the  two  days* 
fighting,  ninety-nine  kUled,  four  hundred  and 
twenty-six  wounded,  and  eighQr  missing.  Of 
the  number  missing,  many  were  wounded  and 
fell  into  the  enemy's  hands,  but  were  recaptured 
with  tiie  field  hospital  he  had  established  near 
the  battle-field.  Of  the  number  wounded  sev- 
eral have  since  died,  among  them  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  A.  J.  Williams,  commanding  Twenty- 
fifdi  Georgia  regiment,  a  brave  and  gallant  offi- 
cer, to  whom  much  praise  is  due  for  his  conduct 
on  the  field.  He  feU  at  his  post  and  in  the  effi- 
cient discharge  of  his  duties. 

A  list  of  killed  and  wounded  officers  having 
been  furnished;  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  em- 
body it  in  tins  report  I  may  be  permitted  to 
say,  however,  that  among  them  were  numbered 
the  bravest,  the  truest,  and  the  best  Where 
nXL  behaved  so  well,  it  would  be  invidious  to 
draw  distinctions.  I  know  of  no  instance  in 
which  any  officer  shrank  from  the  discharge  of 
his  duty,  and  in  mentioning  a  few  who  feu  un- 
der my  own  observation  I  do  not  mean  to  dis- 
parage those  who  did  not  I  notice,  as  worthy 
of  conmiendation,  the  cases  of  Captains  A.  W. 
and  A.  H.  Smith,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Georgia 
regiment,  and  Captain  Spencer,  of  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Georgia  regiment,  Lieutenants  Alfred 
Bryant  and  A.  B.  Sadler,  of  the  First  battalion 
Georgia  sharpshooters,  who,  notwithstanding 
they  were  woimded,  remained  with  their  com- 
mands tiurough  the  fight  and  discharged  their 
duties  to  the  end.  I  respectfully  ask  tne  favor- 
able consideration  of  the  Major-General  com- 
manding to  the  cases  of  my  Assistant  Adjutant 
and  Inspector-General,  First  Lieutenant  Kobert 
Wayne,  and  of  my  acting  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  First  Lieutenant  R.  E.  Lester.  The 
first  was  seriously  wounded  in  the  leg  whilst  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  Lieutenant  Les- 
ter was  wounded  in  the  head  and  abdomen,  un- 
der the  same  circumstances,  and  had  two  horses 
killed  under  him.  They  were  both  conspicuous 
in  the  fight,  riding  fearlessly  along  the  line  in 
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the  thickeet  of  it,  distributing  orders,  rallying 
the  m'en  when  broken,  and  setting  an  example 
to  all  of  courage  and  devotion,  and  of  a  cool 
and  intelligent  discharge  of  duty  under  the  most 
trying  circumstances,  worthy  of  all  commenda- 
tion. I  acknowledge  myseu  greatly  indebted 
to  them.  I  respectfully  ask  their  promotion  to 
the  rank  of  Captains  in  the  department  in  which 
they  are  serving.  I  also  take  great  pleasure  in 
•  noticing  the  cases  of  First  Lieutenant  G.  R. 
McRae,  Adjutant  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Georgia 
regiment,  who  was  conspicuous  in  tlio  fight,  en- 
couraging his  men  and  rallying  them  wlien  bro- 
ken, and  who,  being  left  senior  officer  after  the 
first  engagement,  assumed  command  of  the  bro- 
ken remnants,  and  gallantly  led  them  in  again 
on  the  left  of  General  Ector^s  brigade. 

During  tiie  first  day's  fighting  many  prisoners 
were  taken,  but  they  were  turned  over  at  once 
and  no  account  kept  of  them,  and  manv  were 
sent  to  the  roar  without  a  guard,  not  having 
men  to  spare  for  that  purpose.  One  section  of 
my  battery  alone  was  able  to  get  into  position, 
and  did  some  service.  The  enemy  had  no  ar- 
tillery in  our  front,  and  we  took  no  pieces.  The 
field  was  not  such  as  to  render  artillery  useful. 

In  addition  to  the  officers  above-named  who, 
being  wounded,  remained  on  the  field,  I  will  add 
the  name  of  FirstLieutentant  A.  H.  Harrell,  Com- 
pany H,  Twenty-ninth  Georgia  regiment  About 
one  o'clock  Sunday  afternoon,  private  Thomas 
Henderson,  Company  A,  Fourth  Louisiana  bat- 
talion, was  captured  by  the  enemy — ^lie  being  in 
advance  of  his  battalion — ^but,  when  the  route 
of  the  en  3my  commenced,  made  his  escape  from 
his  guurd,  and,  seizing  a  rifle,  on  his  return  to 
our  Tines  captured  and  brought  in  six  of  the  en- 
emy as  prisoners,  delivering  them  to  the  guard 
of  Brigadier-General  Bate. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  Wn^ON, 

Oolonel,  commauding  Brigade. 
REPORT  OF  COL.  A.  J.  VAUGHAN,  OOMMANDINO  BRIGADE. 

BUGADI  HEADQUARIZItt  DT  FlELD,  ) 

Isr  rBORT  Ot  CBATiAKOoaA,  XccTEBBSR,  Octobcr  4,  1S62.  j 

Major  J.  G.  Porte7%  Assistant  AdjutanlrOeneral : 
lifAJOB :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  action  of  General  Preston  Smith's 
brigade  (composed  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty-fourth  and  Thirteenth  Tennessee  regiments, 
under  command  of  Colonel  A.  J.  Vaughan,  Jr.; 
Twelfth  and  Forty-seventh  Tennessee  rep^iments, 
under  command  of  Colonel  W.  M.  Watkins ; 
Eleventh  Tennessee  regiment,  under  command  of 
Colonel  G.  W.  Gordon ;  Twenty-ninth  Tennessee 
regiment,  imder  command  of  Colonel  Horace 
Rice ;  Scott's  battery,  under  command  of  First 
Lieutenant  Jolin  H.  Marsh ;  and  a  battalion  of 
sharpshooters,  composed  of  two  companies  from 
the  Twelfth  and  Forty-seventh  Tennessee 
regiments,  one  from  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty-fourth  Tennessee  regiment,  one  from  the 
Eleventh  and  one  from  the  Twenty-ninth  Ten- 
nessee regiments,  under  command  of  Major  J. 


W.  Dawson ;  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fourth 
senior  Tennessee  regiment,  and  Major  William 
Green,  Eleventh  Tennessee  regiment),  Chc-at- 
ham's  division,  Folk's  corps.  Army  of  Tennessee, 
in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  and  the  occupation 
of  Missionary  Ridge,  on  tne  nineteenth,  twen- 
tieth, twenty-first  and  twenty-second  days  of 
Beotember,  1863 : 

On  the  evening  of  the  seventeenth  September 
orders  were  received  to  move  General  Preston 
Smith's  brigade  out  on  the  Ringgold  road  to  the 
intersection  of  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill  road, 
thence  to  Rock  Spring  church,  where  we  bivou- 
acked for  the  night  in  line  of  battle. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  of 
September,  we  were  ordered  to  move  forward  in 
the  direction  of  the  ford  below  Lee  and  Gor- 
don's Mill,  on  West  Chickamauga.  Our  advance 
during  the  day  was  very  slow,  having  to  wait 
for  Buckner's  corps  to  pass  to  the  nront  and 
effect  a  crossing  of  the  creek,  which  they  suc- 
ceeded in  doing  about  dark,  after  heavy  skir- 
mishing. We  bivouacked  at  night,  in  lino  of 
battle,  half  a  mile  south  of  West  Chickamauga. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth  Sep- 
tember, the  brigade  moved  forward,  crossed  the 
creek,  suid  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of 
Jackson's  brigade.    As  s8on    as  the   division 
effected  a  crossing,  we  moved  forward  near  a 
milo,  and  formed  line  in  similar  order  in  rear  of 
Buckner's  corps.    We  remained  in  this  position 
a  short  time,  when  we  received  orders  to  move 
by  the  right  flank,  in  double-quick,  to  the  sup- 
port of  General  Walker,  who  for  some  time  had 
been  actively  engaging  the  enemv.    On  arriving 
at  the  scene  of  action,  we  found  &eneral  Walker 
stoutly  resisted,  and  his  command  much   ex- 
hausted from  long  and  continued  action.     We 
were  ordered  to  form  line  immediately.  Formed, 
as  before,  on  left  of  General  Jackson's  brigade. 
As  soon  as  formed,  we  were  ordered  to  advance 
and  engage  the  enemy.    We  advanced  but  a 
short  distance  before  we  met  the  enemy,  advanc- 
ing.    We  engaged  him  at  once,  and  furiously 
drove  him  before  us  six  or  eight  hundred  yards, 
forcing  him  to  take  shelter  behind  the  bn.*a8t- 
works  from  which  he  had  advanced  in   the 
morning.     We  moved  steadily  forward  until 
within  musket^range  of  their  works ;  and,  not- 
withstanding we  were  subjected  to  a  severe  and 
concentrated  fire  both  of  musketry  and  artillery, 
the  brigade  kept  up  a  steady  and  determined 
fire  until  tlie  supply  of  ammunition  was  nearly 
exhausted.     General  Smith,  being  apprised  of 
this,  inmiediately  informed  General  Cheatham  of 
the  fact,  at  the  same  time  assuring  him  he  was 
able  to  hold  the  position  until  he  could  forward 
a  brigade  to  his  relief.    General  Strahl  was 
ordered  forward.    As  soon  as  he  occupied  Gen- 
eral Smith's  position.  General  Smith  withdrew 
his  brigade,  moved  some  four  hundred  yards  to 
the  rear,  and  re-formed  his  line. 

During  this  engagement,  beginning  at  about 
twelve  aclock  m.,  and  closing  about  two  o'clock 
p.  M.,  the  oflicers  and  men  of  the  different  rejri- 
ments  of  the  brigade  acted  with  conspicuoui 
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gallantry,  diBchargiDg  every  duty  and  respond- 
ing to  every  order,  with  commendable  prompt- 
ness. 

Since  all  acted  so  well,  I  cannot  particularize. 
Scott's  battery,  under  First  Lieutenant  John  H. 
Marsh,  advanced  with  the  brigade,  and  took 
position,  as  ordered,  under  a  heavy  and  destruc- 
tive fire  of  the  enemy,  so  much  so,  that  a  number 
of  men  and  horses  were  disabled  before  the  bat- 
tery was  placed  for  action.  Immediately  a  rapid 
and  welklirected  fire  was  opened  upon  the 
enemy,  with  telling  effect  upon  his  rankis.  This 
fire  was  vigorously  maintained  until  the  brigade 
was  relieved  and  ordered  to  the  rear.  It  was  in 
this  engagement  that  First  Lieutenant  John  H. 
Marsh  was  severely,  if  not  dangerously,  wound- 
ed, while  gallantly  encouraging  his  men  and 
inspiring  them  by  his  own  distinguished  cool- 
ness and  heroism.  The  command  tnen  devolved 
upon  Second  Lieutenant  A.  T.  Watson,  who, 
throughout  the  engagement,  acted  with  com- 
mendable bravery. 

In  bringing  on  the  eogagAnent  and  in  driving^ 
the  enemj^  the  'battalion  of  sharpshooters  did 
efficient  service,  both  officers  and  men  acting 
well  their  parts. 

After  suppl3dng  the  conmiand  with  ammuni- 
tion and  taking  position  as  ordered,  it  was  found 
that  Scott's  battery  was  so  disabled,  by  the  loss 
of  men  and  horses,  as  to  be  unfit  for  action  dur- 
ing the  evening.  Turner's  batterv,  of  Maney's 
brigade,  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Smith. 
It  was  placed  on  the  ri^ht  of  the  brigade,  and 
did  effective  service  m  checking  the  second 
advance  of  the  enemy.  Throughout  the  evening 
Lieutenant  Turner  poured  a  murderous  fire  into 
the  enemy's  ranks,  his  coolness  and  disregard  of 
danger  eliciting  the  highest  praise  from  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  entire  brigade.  It  was 
while  supporting  this  battery  that  Major  Daw- 
son, One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fourth  senior  Ten- 
nessee regiment,  in  command  of  the  battalion  of 
sharpshooters,  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
groin. 

The  enemy,  finding  it  impossible  to  drive  us 
from  our  position,  sullenly  retired  out  of  range, 
and  comparative  quiet  prevailed  along  our  line 
until  six  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  General  Smith,  being 
informed  that  a  night  attack  was  determined 
upon,  was  ordered,  so  soon  as  General  Deshler's 
brigade  of  Major-General  Gebume's  division 
should  advance  to  his  front,  to  move  his  brigade 
forward  as. General  Deshler's  support.  After 
having  advanced  in  this  order  some  two  hun- 
dred yards,  the  engagement  was  commenced  on 
the  right  and  extenoed  to  Deshler's  brigade  in 
our  front  Advancing  a  short  distance  further, 
it  being  quite  dark,  a  portion  of  tliis  brigade 
became  somewhat  confused  and  fell  back  on  our 
line.  General  Smith  ordered  them  to  move  for- 
ward, which  order  was  obeyed.  We  continued 
to  advance  but  a  short  distance,  when  they  a 
second  time  fell  back  on  our  line  and  were  a^siin 
urged  forward  by  General  Smith.  Instead  of 
moving  direct  to  the  front,  they  obliqued  to  the 
left  and  uncovered  the  two  right  regiments  of 


General  Smith's  brigade.  In  the  darkness.  Gen- 
eral Smith  did  not  know  this,  and  a  third  time 
coming  upon  troops  at  a  halt  in  his  immediate 
front,  presuming  them  to  belong  to  General 
Deshler's  command,  he  and  Captain  Thomas  ^. 
King,  volunteer  Aid,  rode  to  the  front  to  ascer- 
tain the  delay.  On  riding  up  to  the  line  (which 
proved  to  be  the  enemy)  and  asking  who  was  in 
conunand  of  these  troops,  he  was  cuscovered  to 
be  a  Confederate  officer,  and  he  and  Captain 
Eling  were  both  killed.  I,  at  the  same  time,  was 
in  front  of  my  regiments,  accompanied  by  Cap- 
tain Donelson,  actmg  Assistant  Adjutant-General 
to  General  Smith,  to  know  the  cause  of  the  delay 
of  what  I  supposed  to  be  a  portion  of  (General 
Deshler's  command.  Ridine  up  to  a  soldier,  I 
asked  him  to  what  command  he  belonged.  Dis- 
covering that  I  was  a  Confederate  officer,  he 
fired  at  me,  missing  me,  but  kiUin|^  Captain  Donel- 
son, who  was  by  my  side.  I  immediately  or- 
dered some  files  from  the  Twelfth  Tennessee 
regiment  to  shoot  him,  which  they  did,  killing 
him  instantly.  The  line  in  front,  seeing  their 
situation,  cried  out,  "Don't  shoot;  we  surren- 
der." I  then  rode  forward,  and  found  them  in 
the  act  of  grounding  their  arms.  Discovering  a 
stand  of  colors  in  my  front,  I  asked,  "  Who  has 
those  colors?"  The  reply  was,  "The  color- 
bearer."  I  then  said,  "Sir,  to  what  command 
do  you  belong  ?"  He  replied,  "  To  the  Sevent}'- 
seventh  Pennsylvania  regiment"  I  then  took 
from  him  ^e  stand  of  colors  and  handed  them 
to  Captain  Oarthell,  Forty-seventh  Tennessee 
regiment,  and  ordered  him  to  turn  them,  with 
the  prisoners  captured,  about  three  hundred 
in  number,  over  to  General  Cheatham. 

The  reason  that  I  have  been  thus  explicit  in 
detailing  the  &cts  connected  with  the  capture  of 
the  stand  of  colors  is,  they  were  claimed  to  have 
been  captured  by  General  Deshler's  command. 

Being  informed  that  General  Smith  had  been 
killed,  I  assumed  the  command  of  the  brigade, 
the  command  of  my  regiment  devolving  upon 
Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  W.  Pittman. 

After  this  there  was  no  more  firing  of  conse- 
quence. Orders  were  received  from  Major-Gen- 
eral Cheatham  to  bivouac  in  line  of  battle  for  the 
remainder  of  the  night 

On  the  twentieth  my  brigade  was  not  actively 
engaged,  being  held  as  a  reserve.  We  were, 
however,  subjected  to  a  heavy  artillery  tire, 
killing  and  wounding  several  men.  Late  in  the 
evening  we  were  ordered  to  the  extreme  right, 
where  we  remained  until  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-first  September.  I  then  ordered  the  bat- 
talion of  sharpshooters,  under  command  of  Ma- 
jors Green  and  Pearl,  to  deploy  (so  as  to  cover 
the  front  of  my  brigade)  and  move  as  far  as  the 
top  of  Missionary  Ridge,  or  discover  the  where- 
abouts of  the  enemy.  In  a  short  time,  they  re- 
ported the  enemy  in  the  valley  around  Chatta- 
nooga. 

At  three  o'clock  f.  m.,  we  were  ordered  to  the 
extreme  right  of  the  line,  and  bivouacked  for 
the  night  near  Bjrrd's  Mill. 

On  Sie  morning  of  the  twenty-second  of  Sep- 
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tember  we  moved,  on  the  Shallon  Ford  road,  in 
the  direction  of  Ghiattanooga.  When  we  arrived 
at  the  foot  of  Missionary  Kidge,  we  formed  line 
of  battle  on  the  left  of  ueneru  Maney's  brigade 
and  advanced  to  the  top  of  the  ridge,  meeting 
with  but  little  resistance,  thongh  the  enemy  were 
strongly  posted. 

Accompanying  this  will  be  found  the  reports 
of  Hie  several  regimental  commanders,  Major 
William  Green,  commanding  battalion  of  sharp- 
shooters, and  Lieutenant  A.  T.  Watson,  com- 
manding Scott's  battery,  of  the  action  taken  by 
their  respective  commands,  to  which  I  invite 
vour  attention.,  A  list  of  the  casualties  of  the 
brigade  has  already  been  forwarded  to  head- 
quarters. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  aUudine  to 
the  very  efficient  service  rendered  me  by  Gap- 
tain  J.  W.  Harris,  Inspector-Qeneral  on  General 
Smith's  staff,  in  carrying  and  executlug  all  orders 
in  the  most  prompt  manner  possiole.  Also, 
Oaptain  Emmett  Gockrill,  volunteer  Aid  to  Gen- 
eral Smitii,  deserves  especial  notice  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  discharged  every  duty  assigned 
him.  Thanks  are  due  to  Major  King,  Brigade 
Commissary,  for  keeping  the  troops  so  well  jpro- 
vided  with  rations  during  the  campaign  from 
Lafayette,  Geoigia.  to  this  place.  Also,  to  Major 
Beecher,  Brigade  Quartermaster,  for  the  efficient 
manner  in  which  our  wounded  were  carried 
irom  the  field.  Thanks  are  also  due  to  Oaptain 
Henry  K.  Beatty,  Bri^de  Ordnance  Officer,  for 
the  prompt  and  efficient  manner  in  which  the 
command  was  kept  constantly  supplied  with  am- 
munition. Also,  special  credit  is  due  Lieuten- 
ant J.  W.  Cochran,  Brigade  Provost-Marshal,  for 
the  promptness  and  efficiency  displayed  in  dift- 
chaii^ng  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Especial  attention  is  called  to  Colonel  Rice's 
report  in  reference  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  E. 
H.  Clayton,  courier  to  General  Smith. 
I  am  Jtfajor,  very  respectfully, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  Vauohan.  Jr., 

Oolonol,  oommandlng. 
BBPORT  OP  OOLONELG  A.  SDOO,  OOlOIAIIinNG  BiOOADE. 

HSADQUABRBS  OBIGO'S  BBIQAOI.  ) 

Top  Of  UamaK  Rnxn,  September  28, 1888.  / 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port of  the  part  taken  by  Gregg's  brigade  in 
the  actions  of  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday 
(eighteenth,  nineteenth,  and  twentieth  instant), 
while  under  my  command : 

Shortly  after  five  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon  of 
Saturday  (nineteenth^,  the  brigade  having  then 
been  hotly  engaged  for  several  hours,  I  was  no- 
tified that  General  Gregg  had  been  disabled  by 
a  severe  wound  in  the  neck,  and  had  been  borne 
from  the  field,  and  that  the  command  in  conse- 
quence devolved  upon  me.  I  accordingly  re- 
Eorted  to  General  Johnson  for  orders.  The 
rigade  having  fallen  back,  defensive  positions 
were  made  for  the  night  by  posting  pickets  in 
advance  and  constructing  breastworks  of  loes. 

At  seven  o'clock,  the  following  morning  (Sun- 


day, twentieth),  I  was  ordered  to  take  position 
in  rear  of  McNair's  and  Johnson's  bri§pidef ,  in 
reserve.    About  eleven  a.  h.,  the  division  being 
ordered  forward,  we  advanced  some  eight  hun- 
dred yards,  under  heavy  fire,  when  the  front 
line  first  wavered,  then  halted,  in  considerable 
confusion.    It  soon  raUied,  but,  after  advancing 
about  two  hundred  yards  farther,  halted  a  sec- 
ond time,  in  the  ftEioe  of  a  heavy  force  of  the 
enemy,  strongly  posted  behind  breastworks  of 
rails  and  fallen  timber.    My  command  sufferinff 
gready  in  its  nosition  in  rear,  I  now  proposed 
to  General  McNair  to  permit  me  to  pass  to  the 
front    He  consented^  and  my  command  was  or- 
dered forward  and  succeeded  in  dislodging  the 
enemy  from  his  position/  though  not  wiuiout 
heavy  loss.    Major  C.  W.  Robertson,  command- 
ing FifHeth  Tennessee  (LieutonantOolonel  Beau- 
mont having  been  killed  the  day  before)  was 
here  severe^  wounded  in  the  groin,  while  gal- 
kmtly  leading  his  regiment    Up  to  this  point  all 
the  fighting  had  taken  place  in  thick  cover. 
Steaduy  advancing,  the  brigade  now  emerged 
from  the  timber  into  a  clears  field  of  Qonsidera- 
ble  extent,  gradually  sloping  down  frx)m  the  fnr- 
tiier  edge,  where  the  enemyhad  posted  a  battery 
of  eight  guns.    This  battery  I  was  ordered  to 
flank,  leaving  it  on  my  right    Across  the  open 
field  the  brigade  charged  and,  supported  on  fiie 
right  flank,  captured  the  guns.    Four  of  these 
pieces,  rifled  guns  of  the  Ward  pattern  and 
three-inch  calibre,  belonging  to  the  First  Mis- 
souri (Federal)  battery,  are  now  appropriately 
in  possession  of  the  First  Missouri  (Bledsoe'8) 
battery,  belonging  to  this  brigade.    A  thickly 
wooded  ridge  in  rear  of  the  captured  batteiy, 
and  commanding  the  position,  was  the  next 
point  of  attack.    Ordered  by  General  Johnson, 
m  person,  to  take  this  position,  the  brigade  ad- 
vanced to  the  assault,  again  without  support  on 
the  ri^ht    The  ridge  was  carried,  and  my  l)&t- 
tery,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  being  unable 
to  keep  up,  the  brigade  was  halted  upon  its 
crest  and  disposed  in  such  form  as  to  sweep 
with  ite  fire  the  slopes  and  hollows  on  beta 
sides  of  the  ridge  and  hold  the  position  until 
the  artillery  could  come  to  our  support   8o  soon 
aa  the  guns  arrived,  they  were  pkkced  in  position 
to  open  fire  upon  the  enemy  s  battery  of  five 
pieces,  covering  the  retreat  of  an  ammunition 
train.    In  a  few  minutes  the  enemy's  cannoneers 
abandoned  their  guns ;  the  teamsters  were  seen 
cutting  loose  the  horses  from  their,  traces,  and 
the  whole  took  to  flight,  leaving  both  battery 
and  train  in  our  possession.    Later  m  the  day, 
the  contente  of  the  captured  wagons  served  to 
replenish  the  exhausted  boxes  of  the  brigade. 
Finding  the  position  commanded  by  still  another 
ridge  in  front,  but  bearing  to  the  ri^ht^  the  bri- 
ga(te  was  ordered  forward,  the  position  in  front 
taken,  and  my  battery  of  four  guns  posted  so  as 
to  secure  its  possession,  while  skirmishers  were 
thrown  out  to  ascertain  the  Dosition  ^and  force 
of  the  enemy.    He  was  iouna  to  be  "in  heavy 
force  on  the  same  ridge  on  my  right    Aci^ustr 
ing  my  line   accordingly,  the   brigade  again 
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moved  forward,  chamng  the  enemy  in  gallant 
style,  mider  a  heavy  fire.  Here  Lieutenan^Col- 
onel  J.  B.  Tniman,  commanding  Fourth  Tennes- 
see, was  wounded  in  the  shoulder,  while  nobly 
leadine  his  men.  The  enemy  was  driven  back, 
but  rafiied  and  returned  to  the  attack  in  greater 
force,  contesting  the  ground  with  unusual  ob- 
stinacy. For  the  want  of  artillery  support,  the 
right  wjng  of  the  brigade  fell  back  beyond  the 
battery,  left  in  the  position  already  described^ 
but  was  enabled  to  re-form  under  cover  of  the 
steady  fire  and  unbroken  front  maintained  by 
the  lliird  and  Fiftieth  Tennessee  (Colonel  C.  H. 
Walker],  and  Seventh  Texas  (Major  R.  M.  Van- 
umdt),  by  whom  the  guns  were  saved  from  cap- 
ture, and  to  whom  the  right  wing  was  indebted 
for  an  opportunity  to  recover  from  the  tempo- 
ral^ confusion  into  which  it  had  been  thrown. 
This  being  quickly  effected,  and,  perceiving  the 
impossibiuty  of  holding  the  position,  if  captured, 
wimout  the  aid  of  artulery,  I  ordered  two  guns 
to  be  moved  to  my  right,  and,  believing  that  the 
teams  would  be  desfroyed  if  the  horses  were 
attacked,  I  ordered  them  to  be  moved  up  the 
hill  by  hand.  The  brigade  was  again  oraered 
to  charge,  the  enemy  was  driven  from  the  ridge 
and  into  the  hoUow  beyond ;  but  the  guns  pushed 
forward  and  opened  upon  him  with  such  tolling 
effect  that  he  made  no  further  effort  to  recover 
his  lost  ground.  It  was  now  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  the  brigade  having  advanced,  since 
eleven  o'clock  in  Hie  morning,  fully  three  miles, 
describing,  in  its  onward  and  upward  course, 
tiirough  timber  and  clearing,  over  hill-tops  and 
ridges,  a  line  approaching  m  shape  very  nearly 
the  fourth  of  a  circle.  Fmding  my  ammunition 
exhausted,  a  supply  was  ordered,  and  obtained 
from  the  train  previously  captured  from  the 
enemj.  Trigg's  brieade  arriving  on  the  ground 
at  this  juncture,  I  thankfully  accepted  the  pro- 
position of  the  commanding  officer  to  form  line 
m  my  front,  and  ordered  the  brigade  to  faU  ba(^ 
beyond  the  crest  of  the  hill  and  rest  for  the 
night ;  and,  no  intorruption  being  apprehended 
from  the  beaten  enemy,  the  brigade  slept  on  the 
ground  which  it  had  so  bravely  won. 

On  tlie  following  day,  more  than  one  hundred 
of  the  enemy's  d^  were  counted  on  the  hill- 
side and  in  the  hollow  immediately  in  front  of 
the  brigade.  Nor  was  the  series  of  brilliant 
successes,  thus  briefly  described,  won  without 
heavy  loss  on  our  own  part,  though  one  greatly  in- 
ferior to  that  of  the  enemy,  and  inferior,  too,  to 
the  loss  of  the  brigade  on  the  previous  day 
(Saturday).  Where  all,  both  ofificers  and  men, 
did  80  well,  it  is  difficult,  as  it  would  be  unfair, 
to  discriminate  further  than  has  been  dready 
done  in  this  report  At  the  same  time,  I  should 
be  doing  less  than  justice  if  I  were  to  omit  to 
make  special  mention  of  the  very  efficient  and 
importuit  service  rendered,  throughout  the  day 
and  in  every  stage  of  the  conflict,  by  Bledsoe's 
battery,  Lieutenant  R.  L.  Wood  commanding. 

A  statement  of  the  number  of  men  engaged, 
of  the  casualties  sustained,  and  of  the  captures 
made  by  the  brigade,  so  far  as  an  estimate  of 


them  can  now  be  obtained,  will  be  found  sub- 
joined. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  Sugg, 

Colonel,  oommondlng  BrlgiMle. 

AffgreffcUe  present  4n  Oregg's  Brigade^  accord- 
ing to  F\dd  Return  of  September  nineteenthj 
1863. 

Aggregate 
Oommaad.  preee&i. 

Forly-first  Tennessee  reg^ent 325 

Fiftieth            "               *^        104 

Seventh  Texas                 *        177 

Third  Tennessee              "*        274 

Tenth         «                     ** 190 

Thirtieth    "                     "        185 

First  Tennessee  battalion 82 

Total  infantry 1,337 

Batter  V 84 

Brigaae  staff 4 

1,425 

The  foregoing  represents  the  number  of  offi- 
cers and  men  taken  into  action  on  the  morning 
of  Saturday,  nineteenth.  No  field  return  was 
called  for  or  made  on  the  morning  of  Sunday, 
twentieth. 

Aggregate  loss  in  Officers  and  Men  Kitted, 
fVounded,  and  Missing,  in  Qregg's  Brigade^ 
in  the  actions  cf  September  eignteenth,  nine- 
teenth, and  twentieth. 

Officers,   Non-commissioned  Officers, 

and  Privates  Killed 107 

Wounded 475 

Missing 70 

Total 652 

List  of  Captures  made  by  Gregg's  Brigade  in 
the  actions  of  September  eighteenth,  nineteenth, 
and  twentieOi, 

CSftptnrei.  Amount 

Prisoners No  estimate. 

SmaU  arms No  estimate. 

Colors None. 

Artillery Thirteen  pieces.   ' 

Wagons Five. 

Ambulances One. 

A  number  of  prisoners  were  taken  by  the  bri- 
gade on  each  day  and  sent  to  the  rear,  but  it  is 
unpossible  to  furnish  an  estimate  which  would 
be  even  an  approximation  to  the  real  number, 
therefore  none  is  attempted.  Large  quantities 
of  arms  were  gathered  on  the  ground  over 
which  the  brigade  passed,  and  piled  for  removal.; 
but,  before  they  could  be  counted,  the  brigade 
was  ordered  to  change  position,  beine  trans- 
ferred from  General  Jonnson's  to  Generd  Walk- 
er's division.    The  pieces  of  artillery  (thirteen 
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in  number)  in  regard  to  the  capture  of  which 
it 'is  understood  that  rival  claims  have  been 
advanced,  were  not  only  captured  by  this  bri- 
gade, but  duly  taken  possession  of  at  the  time 
by  a  detail  made  for  the  purpose,  under  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Fletcher  Beaumont,  Adjutant  of 
tlie  Fiftieth  Tennessee  regiment. 

BIATEMENT  OF  ADJOTANT  BEAUMONT  IN  REGARD  TO  THE 
CAPTURE  OF  NINE  PIECES  OF  ARTILLERY  FROM  THE 
ENEMY  ON  THE  BATCL&FIELD  OF  CHICECAMAUGA. 

Ja  VBM  Fdeld,  Ooftober  9, 1863. 

Colond  Sttffg: 

Sib:  Having  been  requested  to  furnish  a 
written  statement  of  the  facts  regarding  the 
capture  from  the  enemy  on  the  battle-field  of 
Chickamauga,  September  twentieth,  1863,  bv 
OenenJ  Gregg's  brigade,  of  nine  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, which  1  am  enabled  to  do  by  reason  of 
having  been  your  Aid-de-Gamp  on  that  day,  and, 
as  suoi,  having  sent  the  pieces  to  the  rear  for 
safety  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  to  retake  them, 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following,  which  will 
be  indorsed  by  members  of  the  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment  of  this  brigade,  who  were  wit- 
nesses to  the  statement  herein  sot  forth : 

Preparatory  to  advancing  upon  the  enemy, 
our  division,  consisting  of  Generals  Johnson's, 
McNair's,  and  Gregg's  brigades,  the  whole  com- 
manded by  Brigadier-General  Johnson,  was 
formed  by  placing  Johnson's  brigade  on  the 
left,  McNair's  on  the  right,  with  two  regiments 
and  a  battalion  from  our  brigade  on  the  extreme 
left— the  remainder  of  the  latter  following  as 
a  support  about  one  hundred  yards  in  rear  of 
the  nront  line.  In  this  order  the  division  moved 
off.  Havine  gone  some  distance,  McNair's  bri- 
gade, immediately  in  our  front,  halted,  the  ene- 
mv  maintaining  a  brisk  fire  on  the  whole  line, 
when,  by  consent  of  its  commander,  omr  bri- 
gade passed  over  it  and  gained  the  front  line. 
Soon  after  we  emerged  into  an  open  field,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  which,  to  ouc  right  and  on  an 
eminence  commanding  the  field,  was  posted  the 
enemy's  artillery.  Seeing  a  rich  prize  within  its 
grasp,  our  brigade  marched  forward  until  it  had 
gained  the  flank ;  then  wheeling  to  the  right, 
went  up  and  possessed  it,  several  of  the  pieces 
having  been  silenced  and  abandoned  before  the 
brigaae  had  commenced  to  wheel  On  reaching 
the  gmis  we  had  so  nobly  won,  as  your  Aid,  I 
proceeded  to  take  possession  and  have  them 
removed  to  the  rear  for  safety  against  re-capture. 
For  this  pmrpose  I  made  a  detail  of  the  men 
nearest  to  me,  and,  when  I  could  find  them,  such 
wounded  as  were  able  to  ride  horseback,  and 
Federal  prisoners,  with  a  guard.  Every  gun 
and  its  accompaniments  which  fell  into  our 
hands  were  saved.  I  would  also  mention  that 
instead  of  eight  (8)  guns,  as  yon  estimate  in 
your  ofiQcial  report,  there  were  nine  (9)  to  my 
knowledge,  having  seen  that  number  myself 
after  the  figliting  had  subsided  in  Uie  evening 
of  that  day.  Too  eager  to  get  them  safely  to 
the  rear,  I  did  not  stop  to  ascertain  the  exact 
number,  supposing  that  I  would  have  an  oppor- 


tunity to  settle  that  point  afterwards,  as  I  di- 
rected them  to  be  taken  to  the  hill  our  brigade 
was  posted  on  before  the  advance  began. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully  yours, 

Fletcheb  Bsaumoxt, 

A4Jataiit  Fiftieth  TonoMSoe  reglmcDt. 

We  fuUy  concur  in  the  above  statement. 

W.  G.  Vanclave,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment. 

C.  S.  Haughton,  Ck)mpany  H,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment 

B.  W.  Smith,  Fourth  Sergeant,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment 

A.  P.  N.  Bells,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment 

A.  J.  Park,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Tennessee 
regiment 

Levi  Osbum,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment 

Willy  Osburn,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee re^ment 

H.  M.  Fowler,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment 

The  above  names  are  members  of  Company 
H,  Forty-first  Tennessee  regiment,  and  author- 
ized me  to  sign  their  names. 

W.  M.  Cooper, 

First  Uentenant  Company  H,  Forty-ilrst  TonneMeo  regime&t. 

REPORT  OF  OOL.  D.  COLEMAN,  00MMAKDIN6  BRIGADE. 

Hkadquabtkrs  McNaib'8  Brioadb,  \ 

Gixp  wiAR  RiMGOOLD,  Gborou,  SoptomboF  24,  lua  / 

Captain  Blakemore,  A.  A,  A.  General: 

Captain:  In  obedience  to  Brigadier-General 
Johnson's  order  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the 
late  battles : 

Shortly  before  ds^^light  on  the  eighteenth  in- 
stant, this  brigade  (Brigadier-General  £.  Mc- 
Nair's), in  company  with  that  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral B.  R.  Johnson,  who  commanded  the  whole 
force,  left  Catoosa  Station,  on  the  Chickamauga 
River,  and  marched,  by  way  of  Ringgold,  by 
the  Lafayette  road  to  the  intersection  of  the 
Graysville  and  Reed's  Bridge  roads.  Here,  can- 
nonading and  sharp  skirmishing  being  heard 
on  the  left,  line  of  battle  was  formed,  wi&  John- 
son's brigade  on  the  right,  and  the  force  swept 
steadily  in  this  order,  with  skirmishers  in  front, 
across  the  country  to  the  left,  the  enemy  giving 
away  with  scarcely  any  resistance,  to  the  Reed's 
Bridge  road,  near  the  bridge.  Thence  marched, 
hearing  heavy  musketry  firing  in  front,  to  with- 
in  one  and  a  half  miles  of  Lee's  Mill,  on  the 
Chattanooga  and  Lee's  Mill  road,  where  it  en- 
camped in  line  for  the  night  some  time  after 
dark. 

On  the  nineteenth,  just  about  eight  a.  m.,  the 
battle  havinj^  begun  on  the  righ^  the  brigade 
was  placed  m  position  in 'the  rear  of  Gregg's 
brigade,  with  the  artillery,  Captain  Culpeper's 
three  pieces,  and  the  Thirty-ninth  North  Carolina 
regiment.  Colonel  Coleman,  and  Twenty-fifth 
Arkansas,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hupstelder.  Col- 
onel Coleman,  commanding  both  regimeiits,  being 
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ordered  to  support  G^ersJ  Gregg,  moved  rapidly 
forward  and,  setting  near  Gregg's  brigade  (then 
nnder  a  ternnc  fire],  charged  impetnonsly,  pass- 
ing over  the  left  oi  Gregg's  brigade,  with  loud 
cheers,  and  drove  the  enemy  in  rapid  flight 
through  the  thick  woods,  across  the  Cnattanpoga 
road,  past  the  smalt  house,  a  hundred  yards  on  and 
in  to  the  com  fields  beyond,  making  a  distance 
altogether  of  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  In 
this  last  advance  lieutenant-Colonel  Hupstelder 
fell,  wounded  with  five  baUs.  Though  the  ene- 
my, to  whom  we  had  been  opposed  in  front, 
were  in  flight,  broken  and  in  confusion,  having 
sustained  a  heavy  loss  in  killed,  the  two  regi- 
ments find  their  tired  and  weakened  line  ex- 
posed to  a  fatal  flank  fire,  especially  on  the  left ; 
unsupported  on  account  of  the  rapidity  of  their 
advance,  with  an  enemy's  battery  near  on  the 
left  and  a  strong  enemy's  reinforcement  ap- 
proaching, and  our  ammunition  nearly  exhaust- 
ed, the  impracticability  of  longer  holding  this 
advanced  and  exposed  position  was  immediately 
manifest  and  the  force  was  ordered  back  to  the 
woods.  Here  they  were  re-formed  and,  a  fresh 
line  having  passed  to  relieve  them,  were  march- 
ed back  to  nearly  their  original  position  to 
await  ammunition,  where  they  were  joined  by 
the  rest  of  the  brigade,  which  finally  moved  for- 
ward to  the  position  in  line  where  it  was  en- 
camped for  toe  night,  between  Johnson's  bri- 
gade, on  the  right,  and  Hindman's  division  on 
the  left. 

The  First,  Second,  and  Fourth  Arkansas  bat- 
talions (consolidated),  Major  Ross,  all  under  the 
immediate  command  of  General  McNair,  were 
ordered  forward  soon  after  the  advance  of  the 
Thirty-ninth  North  Carolina  and  Twenty-fifth 
Arkansas,  and  charged  on  the  right  of  the  course 
taken  by  the  latter  regiments  and  drove  the  en- 
emy, in  successive  charges,  beyond  the  Chatta- 
nooga road.  Here,  on  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Thirty-ninth  and  Twenty-fifth,  being  exposed  to 
a  heavy  flank  fire  on  the  left,  besides  that  in 
front,  and  the  ammunition  beginning  to  fail,  i^ey 
rejoined  the  other  two  regiments. 

The  artillery,  Captain  Culpeper  commanding, 
supported  the  advance  of  the  brigade  so  long 
as  it  was  safe  to  fire,  and  then,  the  mider-growm 
being  too  thick  to  advance,  remained  in  their  po- 
sition the  remainder  of  the  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  the  brij;ade 
was  placed  in  line  between  Stewart's  division 
on  the  right,  and  Hindmand's  on  the  left,  with 
a  slight  barricade  of  branches  and  small  dead 
wood  in  front  Here,  about  half  past  nine  ▲. 
It.,  the  line  repulsed  an  advance  of  the  enemy. 
In  a  few  minutes  after,  the  bsigade,  advancing 
with  the  rest  of  the  line,  drove  the  enemy 
Bt^uiily  and  rapidly  back,  passing  over  two  suc- 
sive  lines  of  temporary  breastworks,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  reach- 
ing the  comer  of  the  field,  at  the  opposite  end 


of  which  were  two  batteries  of  the  enemy's  on 
a  hill  commanding  the  whole  advance.  General 
McNair  and  Colonel  Harper,  First  Arkansas  ri- 
fles, had  just  been  disabled  by  wounds,  that  of 
the  latter  officer  mortaL  The  brigade,  already  in 
advance  of  the  line,  charged  furiously  upon  the 
batteries  diagonally  on  uie  right  and  captured 
them,  taking  ten  pieces,  eight  of  which  were 
immediately  sent,  with  their  remaining  horses, 
to  our  rear,  and  the  remaining  two,  then  in  the 
woods,  were  carried  to  the  rear  afterwards,  the 
ground  never  having  been  re-occupied  by  the 
enemy. 

The  brigade  was  now  considerably  in  ad-  ' 
vance  of  the  line,  though  this  was  rapidly  ap- 
proaching ;  our  lejft  was  still  more  exposed  by  tne 
oreak  made  by  our  diagonal  charge ;  the  enemy 
were  firing  from  the  woods  in  front,  while  with- 
in two  hundred  yards  farther  in  the  woods  a 
large  body  of  the  enemy  were  seen  drawn  up 
in  good  order.  Our  forces  were  reduced  bv  our 
rapid  advance  and  the  unmunition  nearly  ex* 
hausted.  It  was  necessary  at  once  to  abandon 
our  position.  The  brigade  retired  back  to  the 
woods,  procured  ammunition,  and  took  position 
in  line  on  the  left  of  Robinson's  brigade.  Here, 
receiving  an  order  from  Brigadier-C^neral  John- 
son, the  brigade,  under  Colonel  Coleman,  upon 
whom  the  command  had  devolved,  advanced 
forward  and  to  the  left,  about  half  a  mile,  to  the 
support  of  Johnson's  brigade,  which  was  sup- 
porting Robinson's  battery,  which  was  stationed 
on  the  brow  of  a  hill  to  the  right  of  the  Lookout 
Valley  road,  at  which  point  the  force  there  were 
resisting  with  difficulty  the  determined  advance 
of  the  enemy  in  heavy  force.  In  a  few  minutes 
General  Johnson  ordered  our  advance,  when, 
passing  the  line  immediately  supporting  the 
battery,  which  line  also  advanced,  we  charged 
over  tiie  hill  upon  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  pro- 
tracted and  obstinate  resistance,  a  brigade  on 
our  right  and  Manigault's  brigade,  on  the  ridge 
to  our  left,  advancing  on  parallel  lines  to  us,  tiie 
enemy  were  completely  driven  from  the  position. 
In  this  conflict  we  si^ered  much  from  a  flank- 
ing fire,  arising  from  tardy  support  on  our  left 

The  artillery.  Captain  Culpeper,  having  as- 
sisted in  repulsing  the  enemy  at  naif-past  nme  a. 
M.,  was  placed  in  position  by  General  Law,  with 
his  battery,  and  remained  mere  during  the  day. 
I  take  great  pleasure  and  pride  in  sayine  that 
the  whole  brigade  behaveid  most  nobly  during 
all  the  fighting  of  both  days,  being  uniformly 
in  advance  of  all  others  in  every  onset  Its 
losses  and  its  trophies  bear  ample  testimony  to 
its  good  conduct  In  another  report  I  propose 
to  particularize  individual  instances. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  Coleman, 

ODlonel,  oomoiaudtng  Brigado. 
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A. 


Tabular  Statement  of  Ibtd  Agaregatea  of  McNair's  Brigade  engaged  at  ChichamcMga,  September 

eighteenth^  nineteenth,  and  twentieth,  1863. 


ConoLkaa). 


Field  and  BtAfl; 

First  Arkaxusas 

Fourth  Arkansas, 

Second  Arkansas, 

Thirty-ninth  North  OaroUua,, 
Twonty-Fifth  Arkansas .... 


Total  infantry, 4. 

Culpeper'v  battery,  &  G.  artillery, . . . 


•    TOEAU 


264 
386 
126 
282 
lU 


1,107 
80 


2 
278 
415 
130 
247 
183 


1,200 
84 


One  caisson  exploded,  two  horses  killed  and  six  wounded ;  one  set  wheel  harness  danuiged. 


Na  OF  RoujroB  ¥atB>. 


70 
70 
70 
80 

80 


▲boot  75 

801  shots. 


Hexbt  Waldbop, 

A.  A.  A.  GencraL 


D.  Coleman, 

Colonel,  commanding  HcXair's  Brigade. 


Tabtdar  Statement  of  CasudUies  in  McNairs  Brigade  at  Cliickamauga,  on  eighteenth,  nineteen^ 

and  twentieth  of  September,  1863. 


GOXXAXD. 


Floldand  Staff, 

First  Arkansas, 

Fourth  Arkansas, 

Seoond  Arkansas 

Thirty-ninth  North  Goroltna,, 

Twenty-fifth  Arkansas, 

Colpeper's  S.  C.  battery 


14 
14 

e 

10 
7 


61 


WouHBia 


I 


-^- 


3 

4 
1 
4 

4 


le 


t 


15 
46 

26 
6 


157 


G3 


1 
54 

81 
27 
40 
21 
0 


168 


16 

29 

8 

3 

8 


64 


IteAL. 


2 

100 

103 
52 

103 
61 
14 


441 


Hekbt  Waldrop, 

A.  A.  A.  General. 


A  Statement  of  Captures  made  by  McNair's  Bri- 
gade at  Chickamauga,  on  the  eighteenth,  nine- 
teenth, and  twentieth  qf  September,  1863. 

Ten  pieces  of  artillery. 

Several  caisBons,  left  on  the  field  and  brought 
off  aftewards. 

Six  first-clafis  ordnance  wagons. 

Six  wagon  loads  of  small  ammunition. 

Brought  off  the  field  eight  hundred  fine  rifles. 

Piled  up,  for  ordnance  wagons,  two  thousand 
rifles. 

Brought  off  the  field  twenty-six  artillery 
horses. 

Two  stand  of  colors— one  Eighth  Kansas,  the 
other  not  remembered. 


D.  Coleman, 

Oolonel,  commanding  McNair's  Brigade. 


One  taken  from  private  Harry  Barger,  CJom- 
pany  I,  Twenty-fifth  Arkansas,  by  force,  after 
capturing  it  himself,  by  an  officer  ranking  First 
Lieutenant,  of  Maney's  brigade. 

D.  COLCMAX, 
Colonel,  commanding  Ucllatr's 
Hekbt  Waldbop. 

A.  A.  A.^eraL 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  JOHN  &  FTJLTON,  OOXHANDIKQ 

BBIGADEl 


HBAOQOAirnEn  JoBXMnr's  Bnoaiw. 
September  80,  18«3. 


} 

Captain    W,   T,  Blakemore,  Acting   Assistant 

AdjittantrQenerdl : 

I  have  to  report  the  action  taken  with   the 
enemy  by  the  Forty-fourth,  Twenty-fifth,  Twen- 
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ty-third,  and  SeventeeDth  TennesBee  raiments, 
<x)iDposiiig  this  brigade,  and  Company  E,  of  the 
Ninth  Georgia  battalion  of  artillery,  a  battery 
of  two  howitzers  and  two  small  nfle  pieces, 
commanded  by  First  Lieutenant  W.  S.  Everett, 
in  an  afi&dr  at  and  from  Ringgold  to  Ghickamau- 
^  Creek,  on  'the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth 
mstant,  and  at  the  battle  of  Chickamanga^  on 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  instant 

By  order  from  Brigadier-General  Johnson,  this 
brigade  moved  at  three  p.  m .  on  tiie  seventeenth 
instant,  from  its  encampment,  three  miles  south 
of  Ringgold,  on  the  Ringgold  and  Dalton  road, 
in  the  following  order:    Twenty-fifth,  Forty- 
fourth,  Twenty-wird,  and  Seventeenth  Tennes- 
see reeiments.    On  our  approaching  Ringgold, 
a  supply  train  on  its  way  to  Ripggold  had  been 
reversea  and  was  rapidly  returning/  At  tiiis 
juncture  I  received  an  order  from  General  B.  R. 
Johnson  to  form  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle  at 
the  foot  of  Taylor's  Ridge,  and  throw  fon^rard 
skirmishers  to  hold  Ringgold.    The  Twenty- 
fifth  Tennessee  regiment,  being  in  front,  took 
position  on  its  right  flank,  to  protect  the  wagons, 
rapidly  moving  to  the  rear.    The  brigade  was 
formed  in  line  of  battie  at  the  foot  of  Taylor's 
Ridge,  the  Forty-fourth  and  Twenty-fifth  Ten- 
nessee regiments  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and 
the  Twenty-third  and  Seventeenth  Tennessee 
regiments  on  the  left.    A  company  from  each 
regiment  was  sent,  in  charge  of  Major  Davis,  to 
hold  Ringgold,  with  a  detachment  of  Scott's 
cavalry  on  my  flanks.    A  section  of  the  luittery 
was  placed  on  my  extreme  right  on  elevated 
ground,  where  I  ordered  it  to  open  upon  the 
enemy's  battery,  posted  on  the  hill  above  and  to 
the  northwest  of  Ringgold,  which  had  fired  two 
shots  into  the  town.    After  firing  eight  rounds 
I  dislodged  the  enemy,  who  was  pursued  by 
Colonel  Scott's  cavalry,  with  a  section  of  Ever- 
ett's battery,  six  miles.    He  (Colonel  Scott)  hav- 
ing reached  their  encampment,  a  few  rounds  of 
grape  and  canister  were  fired  amone  the  enemy's 
camp-fires,  when  Colonel  Scolt,  witi^  the  section 
of  artillery,  retired.    The  brigade  rested  on 
their  arms,  in  line  of  battie,  during  the  night 
Rations  were  cooked  and  in  haversacks  by  day- 
light on  the  morning  of  the  e^hteenth  instant, 
when  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  to  Leek's 
tan-yard.    After  marching  a  short  distance,  ihe 
line  of  march  was  changed.    The  brigade  coun- 
termarched and  followed  the  enemy  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Chattanoo^,  and,  having  reached  Kee- 
ler's  (over«hot)  mill,  we  found  that  the  enemy 
were  near  us.    The  brigade  was  formed  in  line 
of  battle  and  skirmishers  thrown  forward,  to- 
gether with  the  left  wing  of  the  Forty-fourth 
Tennessee  regiment,  under  General  Forrest,  fol- 
lowed by  the  right  of  that  regiment,  under  com- 
mand of  LieutenantColonel  McEwen,  Jr.   Lieu- 
tenant Everett  fired  a  few  rounds  on  the  enemy, 
under  direction  of  General  Forrest    The  skir-^ 
mishers  of  the  seventeenth  Tennesee  regiment 
engaged  the  cavalry  pickets  of  the  enemy,  kill- 
ing three  men  and  mortally  wounding  one.    The 
enemy's  skirmishers  having  been  dnven  back, 


the  Twenty-fifth,  Tw^nty-third,  and  seventeenth 
regiments  were  moved  forward,  crossing  Pea- 
vine  Creek,  some  six  hundred  yards  from  our 
first  position  into  and  over  a  com  field  where 
these  regiments  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  bat- 
tie.   The  enemy  had  taken  his  position  in  the 
com  field  opposite,  running  to  a  high  ridee  near 
the  junction  of  the  Graysville  and  Lafayette, 
Ringgold  and  Chattanooga  roads.    A  section  of 
the  First  Missouri  battery,  Bledsoe's,  having 
been  placed  in  position  on  my  left  by  Generals 
Johnson  and  Forrest,  in  rear  of  the  Seventeenth 
Tennessee  (the  Forty-fourth  was  now  brought 
to  the  right  of  the  IVent^-fifth  Tennessee  reei- 
ment),  the  firing  from  this  battery  drove  the 
enemy  from  his  position,  and,  after  shelline  the 
woo^  in  our  front,  I  again  received  an  order  to 
advance  in  line  of  battle.    My  skirmishers  were 
kept  deployed  at  a  distance  of  two  hundred 
yards,  wnidi  distance  they  kept,  passing  over 
tiie  ridge  (a  strong  position)  and  forward  to 
Reed's  Brioige,  across  which  the  enemy  had 
moved  and  taken  position  in  the  woods  beyond. 
Before  reaching  tiie  bridge.  Reed's,  the  ^ven- 
teenth  Tennessee  was  detached  and  sent  by 
General  Forrest  to  the  left  to  attack  a  force  of 
the  Federals  at  their  principal  encampment 
Before  gaining  this  position,  however,  the  ene- 
my fled.    The  skirmishers  of  the  Twenty-third 
Tennessee,  whilst  approaching  Reed's  Bridge, 
became  engaged^  and  the  Twenty-third  Tennes- 
see regiment  voluntarily  pushed  forward  with  a 
yell  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  bridge  be- 
fore it  could  be  destroyed.    Here  the  Twenty- 
third  Tennessee  had  five  men  wounded,  one  of 
whom.  Private  A.  Melton,  color-bearer,  when 
obliged  to  give  up  his  colors,  called  upon  his 
successor  to  carry  them  forward  ''ahead  of 
every  thing  else."    Skirmishers  were  immedi- 
ately sent  over  the  bridge  and  deployed,  fol- 
lowed by  the  Foriy-fourth,  Twenty-fifth,  and 
Twenty-I&ird  Tennessee  regiments,  which  filed 
to  the  right  some  three  or  four  hundred  yards, 
through  a  com  field.    The  enemy  now  opened  a 
battery  upon  the  bridge,  one  of  its  shells  wound- 
ing lieutenant  Hastings,  of  the  Seventeenth 
Tennessee,  which  regiment  was  returning  to 
rejoin  the  brigade  and  crossed  the  bridge  under 
the  enemy's  me  of  artillery.  A  section  of  First 
Missouri  (Bledsoe's)  battery,  of  the  reserve  artil- 
lery, opened  fire  and  drove  the  enemy's  battery 
from  its  position. 

The  brigade  moved  forward  in  line  of  battie, 
changing  direction  to  the  right,  and  moved  in 
line  to  Alexander's  Bridge,  where  we  were 
halted  and  remained  for  the  brigade  on  our  left 
(Gregg's)  to  come  up. 

Gregg  s  brigade  moved  forward,  foUowed  by 
Johnson's,  which  after  marching  some  six  hun- 
dred yards,  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  was 
detached  to  guard  our  wagon  train.  Having 
marched  some  two  and  a  half  miles  by  the  flank, 
Gregg's  brigade  became  engaged  with  the  ene- 
my. We  changed  front  forward  on  left  com- 
pany, left  baiti£on,  and  moved  up  on  line  with 
other  troops  on  our  left,  and  rested  on  our  arms 
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during  the  night,  one-third  of  the  men  being 
required  to  be  awake,  and  Bkirmifihers  deployed 
in  our  front 

Saturday,  September  nineteenth.  Early  this 
morning  a  detail  of  intelligent  men  was  made, 
fivi©  from  each  regiment,  to  reconnoitre  the  ene- 
my's line.  They  reported  to  me,  about  ten  a.  m., 
the  enemy  one  and  a  quarter  miles  distant  and 
in  our  front  The  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  took 
its  position  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  and  the 
line  of  the  brigade  conformed  to  that  of  Grogg^, 
on  our  left,  and  Robinson's,  on  our  right,  which 
encompassed  the  top  of  a  low  ridge.  The  firing 
commenced  on  our  right  about  eight  a.  m.,  and 
continued  along  the  Une  until  Cheatham  became 
engaged. 

About  one  p.  k.,  the  skirmishers  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Tennessee,  as  w%ll  as  those  of  Gregg's 
brigade,  were  driven  in.  A  general  engagement 
was  now  commenced  on  our  left,  the  left  com- 
panies of  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  participat- 
ing by  firing  obliquely  to  the  left  At  this  time 
Everett's  battery  was  placed  behind  the  extreme 
left  of  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee,  the  fire  ot 
which  drove  the  enemy  back  at  this  point 

Shortly  after,  the  command  to  move  forward 
was  given,  the  left  regiment  to  touch  to  the 
right  until  we  reached  me  road,  when  the  right 
would  move  slowly,  that  tlie  left  may  come  up 
to  the  road,  thus  to  change  direction  slightly  to 
the  right.  But  this  order  was  not  fully  carried 
out  We  did  not  advance  exceeding  seven 
hundred  yards,  when  the  enemy  opened  fire 
upon  us,  and  we  became  hotly  engaged.  The 
enemy  had  planted  a  battery,  which  stnick  about 
the  centre  of  the  Forty-fourth,  Tennessee  regi- 
ment, and  which  opened  upon  our  advancing 
lines,  throwing,  in  rapid  succession,  grape  and 
canister,  and  supported  by  infantry,  whose  fire 
of  small  arms  was  heavy,  well  directed  and  dis- 
astrous. The  entire  brigade  now  became  hotly 
engaged  (during  this  engagement  Major  Lowe, 
of  the  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee,  was  wounded), 
which  lasted  nearly  an  hour,  the  enemy  making 
a  stubborn  resistance,  graduaUy  retiring,  he 
having  advantage  of  both  under-growth  and 
ground,  but  finaUy  was  driven  across  the  Chat- 
tanooga and  Lafayette  road.  The  Seventeenth 
Tennessee  regiment,  on  approaching  the  road, 
was  halted  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy  in  its 
front,  distant  about  two  hundred  yards,  in  a 
woodland;  the  under-growth  having  been  cut 
out,  the  enemy  were  in  full  view.  The  Forty- 
fourth  Tennessee  was  still  engaging  the  enemy. 
The  Twenty-fifth  and  a  portion  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Tennessee  regiments  crossed  the  road,  the 
other  portion  of  the  Twenty-third  being  with  the 
Seventeenth  Tennessee,  and  gained  the  cover  of 
the  woods,  and  moved  to  the  flank  of  the  ene- 
my's battery,  still  firing  upon  the  right  of  our 
line,  at  right  angles  with  my  present  line,  gain- 
ing a  fence,  under  which  tiiev  opened  fire,  de- 
livering several  volleys,  ceased  firing,  re-loaded, 
and  charged  the  battery,  driving  the  enemy's 

funners  from  their  guns  and  killing  several 
orses.     The  caissons  were  moved  off  by  the 


enemy,  leaving  their  pieces  on  the  field.  The  ^ 
Seventeenth  'TenneBsee  and  the  other  portloo  of 
the  Twenty«third  Tennessee  had  crossed  the 
road,  having  driven  the  enemy.  The  Seven- 
teenth Tennessee  here  lost  an  officer  killed,  two 
officers  and  about  twenty  men  wounded.  In 
this  engagement  the  Forty-fourth  Tenneesee 
suffered  heavily,  sustaining  a  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded.  A  portion  of  Robinson's  extreme 
left  (Texans)  and  part  of  the  Forty-foarth  Ten- 
nessee had  been  driven  back,  but  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  crossed 
the  road.  Here  LieutenantOolouel  McEwen, 
Jr.,  five  company  officers  (Captain  Jackson  one  of 
the  number),  and  fifty  men  were  wounded  and 
six  men  kuled ;  among  the  latter.  Sergeant  T. 
A.  Johnson,  color-bearer,  one  of  the  bravest  of 
the  bravo.  Lieutenanant-Colonel  McEwen,  Jr., 
however,  remained  with  his  command,  after  he 
was  wounded,  until  obliged  to  retire  from  ex- 
haustion. Lieutenant-Colonel  Tillman,  of  the 
Forty-first  Tennessee,  Gregg's  brigade,  rode  up 
to  me  at  this  time,  stating  tiiat  the  enemy  was 
moving  down  the  road  to  my  left,  and  would 
soon  be  in  my  rear ;  doubting  the  report,  I  sug- 
gested that  our  lines  were  connected  on  our  len, 
and  that  a  flank  or  rear  movement  could  not, 
therefore,  be  made  by  tiie  enemy.  I,  however, 
found  that  but  two  regiments  of  Gregg's  bri- 
gade had  moved  up  with  my  line,  and  they  had 
retired.  Lieutenant€olone]  Tillman  had  thus  loet 
sight  of  his  regiment,  and,  in  company  with  him 
and  LieutenantColonel  Floyd,  I  started  to  the 
road  to  satisfy  myself  as  to  the  correctness  of 
this  r^ort;  I  had  gone  but  a  i^ort  distance 
when  1  discovered  a  column  of  the  enemy  mov- 
ing by  the  flank  in  direction  of  the  Seventeenth 
Tennessee  regiment,  which  rapidly  gained  its 
rear.  I  heard  distinctiy  the  commander's  halt, 
front,  and  immediately  thefr  fire  was  pouring 
upon  our  flank  and  rear.  Here  a  general  stam- 
pede ensued,  so  sudden  and  unexpected  was  the 
movement  Wo^fell  back  twonundred  yards 
in  rear  of  .the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayettte  road 
and  re-formed.  In  this  flank  movement  of  ihe 
enemy,  the  Seventeenth  Tennesse  regiment  lost 
eleven  officers,  including  their  galumt  Major 
Davis,  who  was  wounded,  and  about  sixty  men 
taken  prisoners.  The  brigade  built  temponoy 
breaslworkp,  behind  which  it  remained  during 
the  night,  in  line  of  battie.  Our  skirmishers, 
under  Major  McCarver,  were  directed  to  occupy 
the  Chattenooga  and  Lafayette  road,  but  tiiiB 
could  not  be  done,  the  lines  on  my  right  and 
left  not  conforming  thereto ;  I,  however,  in-  , 
etructed  them  to  be  posted  within  fifty  yards  of 
the  road. 

Sunday,  twentieth  September.  This  momicg 
my  line  connected  on  the  right  with  Mc^'air  s 
(Gregg  being  in  tiie  next  line  xu  our  rear),  and 
General  Hindman  on  the  left  Everett's  battery 
took  position  between  my  left  and  the  rigiit  of 
Law's.  Shortiy  after  nine  a.  m.,  tiie  sldrmisbers, 
under  direction  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ready, 
fell  back  to  the  breastworks,  bringing  those  of 
the  enemy  after  theoL    A  weU-directed  fire  firom 
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the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  drove  the  enemy's 
fikmmshers  back,  leaving  many  of  his  dead  in 
our  front  My  skirmishers  were  sent  forward 
and  very  soon  they  became  again  engaged,  the 
enemy  using  his  artillery.  About  ten  a.  u.,  a 
general  advance  was  ordered.  The  left  of  the 
brigade  had  advanced  but  a  short  distance 
before  it  became  engaged  with  the  enemv,  the 
battle  having  commenced  some  three  hours 
earlier  on  the  r^ht  The  Seventeenth  Tennessee 
recrossed  the  Obattanooga  and  Lafayette  road, 
when  it  engaged  the  enemy.  The  whole  line 
crossing  the  fence,  the  engagement  became 
general.  Here  .we  passed  a  house  and  garden, 
and  Ibi'ough  an  open  field  (it  was  here  that 
Lientenant-Golonel  Ready,  of  the  Twenty-third 
Tennessee,  was  wounded,  while  rushing  for- 
ward). On  entering  the  house,  cribs,  &c.,  manv 
prisoners,  both  officers  and  men,  were  captured, 
and  here  some  fine  swords  were  taken  from  the 
enemy.  Among  the  prisoners  was  the  Colonel 
of  the  One  Hundredth  Illinois  regiment.  The 
enemy's  breastworks,  which  had  been  built  at 
intervals  along  his  line,  offered  but  a  poor 
assistance  te  the  enemy  to  resist  our  advance, 
which  was  not  only  vigorous  and  spirited,  but 
irresistible ;  we  fomid  he  had  a  second  line  of 
breastworks  about  eighty  yards  in  rear  of  the 
first,  made  of  logs  ana  roc^,  behind  which  they 
scarcely  halted. 

Having  driven  the  enemy  from  his  first  posi- 
tion, we  halted  and  re-formed  our  line  in  firont 
of  a  dense,  low,  pine  thicket  Pressing  forward, 
we  carried  this  position,  the  dead  of  me  enemy 
showing  how  good  a  protection  he  had  calcu- 
lated on.  We  passed  through  a  stubble  wheat 
field  to  a  ravine,  until  we  reached  the  edge  of  a 
lon^,  open  field,  the  upper  side  of  which  being  a 
bald  hill,  or  high  ridge,  upon  which  the  enemy 
had  a  heavy  battery  of  nine  guns,  firing  upon 
the  advancing  line  on  our  ri^ht  Wfthout  delay 
the  field  was  entered  and  cnarged  across,  and 
the  ridge,  or  bald  hiU,  was  gained,  the  troops  on 
our  right  having  flanked  and  silenced  the 
enemy's  battery,  which  was  captured.  Everett*s 
battery  was  immediately  brought  up,  together 
with  Dent's,  which  were  opened  upon  the 
enem3r'B  retreating  wagon  train,  moving  on  the 
Chattanooga  and  Cra^^sh  Spring  road.  I  sent 
forward  skirmishers  to  reconnoitre  the  hollow 
beneath,  where  was  found  the  enemy's  telegraph 
running  up  the  Chattanooga  and  Crawfish  Spring 
road,  several  hundred  yards  to  our  right.  This 
telegraph  was  cut  down,  and  several  prisoners 
captured ;  among  the  prisoners  a  staff  officer  of 
Major-General  Vancleve,  and  one  of  General 
Hosecrans'  escort,  with  their  horses  and  equip- 
ments. The  effect  of  our  batteries  was  fine,  the 
enemy  rapidly  retreating.  A  mounted  officer 
was  dispatehed  to  the  troops  on  our  left,  who 
had  not  kept  pace  with  us,  with  a  flag,  to  show 
and  direct  them  to  our  position;  they  had 
aheady  opened  one  of  their  batteries  upon  our 
position,  having  taken  tta  for  ike  enemy;  their 
battery  waa  playing  on  us  from  the  second  hill 
on  our  left    Having  received  orders  to  move  to 


the  hollow  beneath,  we  here  changed  direction 
to  ^he  right,  which  threw  the  line  almost  per- 
pendicular to  the  former ;  this  done,  I  marched 
forwaird,  entering  a  com  field.  Here  we  began 
to  see  the  fruits  of  our  rapid  and  continuous 
movements.  Three  twelve-pounder  brass  field 
pieces  and  three  caissons  were  here  captured, 
and  nine  four-horse  wagons,  one  of  whicn,  with 
four  mules  attached,  was  immediately  sent  to 
the  rear;  three  of  these  wagons  were  laden 
with  ordnance,  the  others  with  commissary  and 
quartermasters'  stores.  Some  of  the  wagons 
were  capsized,  so  utter  was  their  confusion.  I 
immediately  found  that  my  left  flank  was 
exposed,  and  sent  forward  a  heavy  line  of  skir- 
mishers to  cover  both  my  left  flank  and  front, 
and  advanced  the  brigade  to  the  hill-side,  and 
there  halted.  I  also  sent  forward  a  party  to 
reconnoitre  the  front  in  advance  of  the  line  of 
skirmishers,  who,  after  an  absence  of  an  hour, 
reported  the  enemy  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
distant  and  advancing.  In  the  meantime,  I  had 
learned  of  the  enemy  having  skirmishers,  or  that 
occasional  shote  were  fired  from  the  hill  on  my 
left,  running  almost  at  right  angles  with  the  one 
on  which  I  was  then  resting.  I  sent  immediately 
a  company  of  skirmishers  to  reconnoi^e  the  hin 
— a  few  prisoners  were  brought  in.  In  the  cor- 
ner of  the  field,  below  my  present  position,  was 
Villette's  house,  vhere  the  enemy  had  practised 
many  outrages ;  the  ladies  were  found  lying  un- 
der the  floor  of  the  house,  and,  when  they  saw 
the  enemy  retreating  and  our  line  advancing, 
they  broke  from  their  concealment,  shouting  and 
clapping  their  hands  for  joy.  A  delay  of  an  hour 
occurred  whilst  waiting  the  movement  of  some 
troops  to  our  left,  under  orders  from  General  B. 
R.  Johnson.  During  this  time,  however,  a  por- 
tion of  Dent's  ana  Everett's  batteries  were 
placed  in  position  in  front  of  the  brigade,  and 
we  replenished  our  cartridge-boxes  from  the 
enemy's  three  wagons,  laden  with  ordnance, 
which  had  been  captured  here. 

Between  one  and  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  advanced 
to  the  top  of  the  hill,  when  we  were  again  upon 
the  enemy,  who  opened  a  heavy  fixe  upon  us. 
Our  batteries  and  small  arms  here  were  engaging 
the  enemy  some  fifteen  minutes,  when  our  line 
fell  back  some  fifteen  paces  under  cover  of  the 
hill,  Gregg's  command,  on  my  rights  giving  back 
at  ihQ  same  time^ — this,  no  doubt,  having  started 
the  backward  movement  Just  at  this  time  the 
two  brigades  (Day's  and  one  other)  were  march- 
ing in  fine  of  battle  by  the  Villctte  house,  to 
connect  with  our  lines  on  the  left,  they  changing 
direction  to  the  right  for  this  purpose.  A  gen- 
eral advance  was  ordered,  and  our  batteries 
opened  simultaneously.  The  firing  was  heavy, 
and  the  enemy's  massive  columns  were  hurled 
against  our  wearied  heroes.  Again  our  line  fell 
Imck.  Two  brigades  now  came  up  in  our  rear ; 
one  of  these  brigades  moved  in  advance  of  us, 
and,  receiving  the  enemy's  fire,  fell  back  behind 
us  again.  M^  line  was  again  ordered  forward, 
the  enemv  being  within  fifty  yards  of  the  bat- 
teries and  but  one  piece  firing.  Here  commenced 
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a  most  desperate  straggle  for  the  possession  of 
this  ground — ^Missionary  Ridge.  The  battle 
raged  furiously,  and  the  tide  of  success  wavered 
in  the  balances;  charge  after  charge  was  re- 
pulsed, only  to  rally  and  charge  again.  Again 
our  line  fell  back,  and  the  untiring,  indomitable 
and  determined  officers  rallied  again  their  feist 
thinning  ranks,  and  again  moved  forward.  Here 
officers  and  men  behaved  most  gallantly;  ap- 
peals to  love  of  home  and  wounded  comrades, 
and  the  peril  of  the  moment,  were  made,  and 
never  did^men  rush  forward  more  eager,  daring, 
desperate  and  defiantly.  The  enemy's  treble 
lines  now  began  to  show  that  our  fire  was  terri- 
bly effective  upon  them.  Our  cartridge-boxes 
had  been  replenished  as  required,  and  still  we 
were  nearly  out  Again  more  ammunition  was 
supplied,  and  the  conflict  continued  hot  and 
heavy.  The  enemy  was  now  slowly  eiving 
back,  hard  pressed  by  our  now  shatterea  rem- 
nants. Another  charge,  with  the  yells  of  the 
men  and  cheers  of  the  officers,  and  forward  we 
pressed,  only  to  discover  the  victory  was  ours, 
and  the  enemy  in  fcdl  retreat  This  series  of  en- 
gagements lasted  four  long  hours,  during  which 
Jonnson's  brigade  won  many  laurels  and  an  imper- 
ishable name.  At  this  moment,  another  brigade 
came  up,  and  was  loudly  cheered  forward,  but  the 
enemy  made  no  resistance.  Our  ammunition 
being  (with  but  few  exceptions)  exhausted,  the 
brigade  halted  and  re-formed,  moved  forward, 
about-faced,  marched  back  some  distance  and 
formed  on  Manigault's  Hne.  Here  we  sent  for- 
ward pickets  to  cover  our  front,  and  several 
prisoners  were  brought  in.  The  men  rested  on 
their  arms  during  the  night,  having  on  this  day 
won  a  victory — one  of  me  most  glorious  of  the 
war.  In  this  engagement  Everetfs  battery  fired 
very  effectively,  being  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight  This  evening  he  had  one  sergeant  and 
two  men  wounded,  and  five  horses  shot  down 
by  the  enemy  during  the  engagement  This 
morning,  whilst  firing  on  the  enemy's  wagon 
train,  he  dismounted  one  piece  of  the  enemy's 
artillery.  He  fired  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  rounds  during  the  four  days'  fight  I  com- 
mend the  officers  of  this  battery  to  favorable 
consideration  for  their  fidelity  and  good  conduct 
whilst  under  fire. 

I  have  also  to  notice  the  services  of  Lieu- 
tenant Dent,  commanding  Robinson's  battery, 
whose  fire  upon  the  enemy  was  incessant  and 
effective.  Both  officera  and  men  behaved  most 
cooUy  and  gallantly  during  the  day. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  attesting  to  the  gallant 
and  efficient  conduct  of  the  following  officers : 

Lieutenant€olonel  Mc£wen,  Jr.,  commanding 
the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  regiment,  wounded. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Snowden,  commanding  the 
Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  regiment 

Colonel  Keeble,  commanding  Twenty-third 
Tennessee  regiment 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Ready,  of  Twenty-third 
Tennessee  regiment,  wounded. 

Major  Lowe,  Tennessee  regiment, 

wounded. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  Floyd,  commanding  Seven- 
teenth Tennessee  regiment 

Major  Davis,  of  Seventeenth  Tennessee  regi- 
ment, wounded  and  captiu'ed. 

Adjutants  Cross,  Gwynn,  and  Fitzpatrick,  and 
Lieutenant  Gregg,  who  came  into  action  on  Sun- 
day morning.  Also,  Captain  Terry,  who  after 
he  was  wounded  on  Saturjday  evening,  rendered 
me  valuable  service  on  Sunday.  Mention  may 
also  be  made  of  the  following :  Private  (Ex- 
Captain)  Ridley,  of  the  Twenty-Third  Tennes- 
see, who  went  into  the  action  and  fought  man- 
fully with  a  gun,  setting  a  good  example  iu  all. 
Lieutenant  .Vernon,  of  Company  B,  Twenty- 
tiiird  Tennessee,  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
bore  himself. 

On  entering  the  action  this  command  num- 
bered as  follows,  viz. : 


'OOIOUIIDB. 

3iKr. 

AscmsoAn. 

Forty  fonnh  Tennessee.. 
Twenty-Hrth  Tennessee... 
Twontj-third  Tennessee. . 
Seventeenth  Tennessee. . . 
Battery 

2» 
26 
28 
27 

260 
120 
168 
222 

2M 

146 
181 
219 
85—864 

The  number  of  the  different  regiments  of  this 
command  was  thus  small,  the  Iforefooted  men 
having  been  sent  to  the  rear  by  order  from  the 
division  conunander,  as  follows : 

Forty-fourth  Tennessee,  fifty-six  men ;  Twenty- 
fifth  Tennessee,  twenty-three  men ;  Twenty-third 
Tennessee,  twenty-six  men;  Seventeenth  Ten- 
nessee, one  hundred  and  twenty  men  and  two 
officers.  Aggregate,  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven. 

My  loss  was  as  follows : 


* 

KmxD, 

CAtTCKED 

A5D 

Uaaao. 

Forty-fburth  T^nnneesee.. 
Seventeenth  Tennessee . . , 
Twenty-third  TcuneBsee, . 
Twenty-fifth  Tennessee. . . 
Battery 

10 

•  • 

8 
10 

•  • 

88 

81 

77 

46 

8 

16 
93 
18 

1 

Tbtal 

28 

274 

9S 

Aggregate. . .  .400. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  there 
was  no  straggling,  either  by  officers  or  men.  I 
have  also  great  satis^tion  in  noticing  the  med- 
ical appointments  of  this  brigade,  for  prompt- 
ness and  efficiency.  The  care  and  treatment 
of  the  wounded  by  Dr.  Jackson,  of  the  Forty- 
fourth  Tennessee,  acting  Brigade  Surgeon  ;  T)r. 
Plummer,  of  the  Twentv-third  Tennessee ;  Dr. 
Harris  and  Dr.  Jones,  of  the  Seventeenth  Ten- 
nessee; and  Drs.  Fryar  and  Jackson,  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Tennessee.  Also,  I  return  my 
thanks  to  Dr.  John  Gannaway,  who  volunteered 
his  services  and  rendered  himself  useful  in  a 
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high  degree.  I  think  I  may  say  that  the  wound- 
ed of  this  brigade  received  attention  second  to 
no  other  brigade  in  the  armj  commanded  by 
General  Bragg. 

I  have  to  report  the  following  capture  of  ord- 
nance and  ordnance  stores :  Three  hundred  En- 
field rifles  (in  train) ;  two  thousand  two  hun- 
dred Enfield  rifles,  different  calibres,  stacked  on 
field  ;  total,  two  thousand  five  hundred.  Sixty- 
nine  thousand  Enfield  cartridges,  calibre  five 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  {in  train) ;  thirty-five 
thousand  Enfield  cartridges  issued  from  enemy's 
wagons ;  fifty  thousand  piled  with  small  arms ; 
total,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand. 

Of  the  wagons  captured  tiiis  day,  nine  (four- 
horse)  were  secured  by  this  brigade ;  one,  with 
team,  for  ordnance  tiain.  Also,  three  wagon 
loads  of  accoutrements. 

Lieutenant  Lake,  in  charge  of  the  division  ord- 
nance train,  has  made  the  foregoing  report  to 
me.  The  pro  rata  of  this  capture  is  due  to 
Johnson's  origade,  viz. :  One  hundred  Enfield 
rifles,  seven  hundred  and  thirty-three  guns,  dif- 
ferent calibre,  stacked  on  the  field ;  total,  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-three.  Twenty-three  thou- 
sand Enfield  cartridges;  eleven  mousand  six 
hundred  and  sizty-siz  issued  from  the  enemy's 
wagons;  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  piled  with  small  arms;  total, fifty- 
one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three. 
One  wagon  load  of  accoutrements  I  have  also 
to  ennmerate.  Three  brass  twelve-pounder  can- 
non ;  three  caissons  for  cannon,  captured  on  the 
field  on  Sunday  evening  by  this  brigade  as  men- 
tioned in  this  report,  one  of  which  was  hauled 
to  the  rear  by  Lieutenant  Everett,  commanding 
my  battery,  ^  attached.'*  I  would  also  state  that 
one  of  the  above  guns  was  manned  by  men 
(artillerists)  from  the  Seventeenth  and  Twenty- 
third  Tennessee  raiments,  and  used,  under 
direction  of  Lieutenant  Dent,  with  good  effect 
on  the  ene^iy  during  the  four  hours  contest  on 
Sunday  evening.  I  have  also  to  mention  Ord- 
nance^r^eant  J.  F.  Baxter,  wounded  on  the 
field.  This  man  is  an  untiring  officer  and  faith- 
ful to  his  trust. 

The  provost  guard,  under  Lieutenants  Ewing 
and  Orr,  rendered  invaluable  service.  I  am 
pleased  to  notice  the  conduct  of  Private  Turner 
Goodall,  of  the  provost  guard,  who,  in  the  thick- 
est of  tiie  fight  on  Sunday  evening,  seeing  the 
men  all  so  gallantly  at  work  and  hard  pressed, 
came  up  with  his  gun  and  fought  manfully 
through  the  hottest  of  the  fight,  and  by  words 
of  encouragement  to  his  fellow-soldiers  and 
example,  did  his  whole  duty  as  a  soldier  and 
provost  guard. 

The  capture  of  prisoners  by  this  brigade  in 
the  two  days'  fight  exceeds  six  hundred  men 
and  officers  sent  to  the  rear.  I  would  also  men- 
tion Lieutenant  Ewing,  of  the  provost  guard, 
from  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiment,  who, 
finding  that  tlie  officers  of  his  company  had  all 
been  placed  hor9  de  combat,  askea  permission 
and  returned  to  take  comnuuid  of  his  company 
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on  Sunday  morning.    He  is  a  worthy  and  prom- 
ising officer. 

I  have  to  report  the  following  articles  cap- 
tured from  the  enemy,  and  secured  by  Dr.  John 
W.  Templeton  for  the  use  of  the  brigade :  one 
two-horse  spring  ambulance,  seventy  dozen  ban- 
dages, two  pounds  opium,  and  other  medicines, 
one  dozen  sets  splints.  Dr.  Templeton  is  the 
Hospital-Steward  of  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee 
regiment 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

John  S,  Fultok, 

Oolonel,  commanding  Johnaon's  Brigade . 


REPORT  OF  001.  D.  C  GOVAN,  OOMMAMDINO  BRIOADBL 

HiADQCABima  Ijddxu's  Bboadi,  \ 

MX98IONART  RuMiB,  October  6,  1808.  j 

Captain  O,  A.  WiUiama,  Assistant  Acfjutant- 

bfeneral: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade 
in  the  recent  battle  of  Ghickamauga,  on  the  nine- 
teenth and  twentieth  of  September,  1863 : 

On  the  eighteenth  of  September,  about  two 
o'clock  p.  M.,  I,  with  General  Walthall's  brigade, 
forming  a  reserve  division,  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral LiddeU,  in  Walker's  corps,  arrived  Id  front 
of  Alexander's  Bridge,  on  West  Ghickamauga 
Creek.  I  was  ordered  to  move  forward,  sup- 
porting General  Walthall's  brigade  in  an  attack 
to  gain  possession  of  the  bridge,  then  held  *bv 
the  enemy.  Walthall's  brigade,  moving  forward, 
soon  engaged  the  enemy,  who  occupied  a  dense 
thicket  on  the  south  side  of  the  creek,  near  the 
bridge.  After  firing  several  volleys  ho  hastily 
retreated,  leaving  us  in  possession  of  the  bridge, 
which  was,  however,  rendered  Useless,  Uie 
planks  having  been  removed.  The  brigade  was 
not  actively  engaged,  excepting  the  skirmishers, 
who  were  tiirown  forward  on  General  WalthaU's 
left  to  the  creek,  sustaining  a  loss  of  one  killed 
and  five  wounded.  Movmg  down  the  creek 
one  and  a  half  miles,  I  crossed  at  Byron's  Ford, 
and  bivouacked  about  one  mile  from  the  ford. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  I 
moved  in  a  south-westerly  direction,  and  halted 
in  a  position  nearly  opposite  Alexander's  Bridge. 
WhOe  here,  awaiting  orders,  it  was  ascertained 
that  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  was  moving 
around  to  turn  our  right  flank.  Wilson's  ana 
Ector's  brigades  were  aheady  engaged,  and 
were  being  heavily  pressed.  About  twelve 
o'clock  M.,  1  was  ordered  to  move  forward  to 
their  support  Walthall's  brigade,  being  od  mv 
right,  formed  line  of  battle  facing  northward. 
Moving  forward  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile,  I 
engaged  the  enemy,  and  succeeded  by  a  charge 
in  driving  him  from  his  position,  captuxing  his 
artillery  and  three  or  four  hundred  piisoners. 
Pursuing  this  advantage,  I  encountered  his  sec- 
ond line,  which  was  also  routed  after  a  hotly 
contested  fight,  again  leaving  his  artiUery  in  oar 
possession.  I  had  previously  been  cautioned 
py  Greneral  LiddeU  to  look  well  to  my  laft  flank, 
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as  a  force  of  the  enemy  were  reported  advanc- 
ing in  that  direction.  I  accordingly  instructed 
G(Monel  Gillespie,  commanding  the  left  regiment 
of  the  brigade,  to  protect  his  left  by  throwing 
skirmishers  well  on  his  flank,  and,  in  case  of 
being  attacked  from  that  direction,  to  change 
his  &ont  so  as  to  meet  the  attack.  Abont  the 
time,  or  just  previous  to  engaging  the  third 
line,  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  moved  on 
my  left  flank.  The  left  regiment,  according 
to  my  instructions,  changed  front  so  as  to 
meet  it,  while  the  other  regiments  of  the 
brigade  engaged  him  in  front  This  over- 
whelming force,  which  attacked  my  left  flank 
and  had  gained  my  rear,  forced  me  to  retire ; 
which  movement  I  executed  by  the  flank, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  capture  of  a  portion  of 
the  brigade,  and  reformed  mv  line  in  rear  of 
General  Cheatham's  division,  uien  moving  into 
position.  It  was  afterwards  ascertained  that  wo 
had  engaged  the  whole  of  General  Thomas' 
rPederu)  corps.  The  two  lines  which  I  had 
driven  back  in  confusion  were  composed  in  part 
of  the  Fifth,  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth, 
and  Twenty-first  regiments  regular  United  States 
army.  Four  hundred  men  and  some  officers  be- 
longing to  these  regiments  were  captured  and 
safely  sent  to  the  rear,  together  with  three  Par- 
rott  guns,  composing  a  part  of  Loomis'  battery, 
designated  as  Company  H,  Fifth  artLflery,  Unitea 
States  army ;  whicm  were  sent  to  the  rear  under 
charge  of  three  men  belonging  to  the  First 
Louisiana  regiment,  and  deuvered  to  Major 
Palmer,  Chief  of  Artillery,  Walker's  corps. 
One  piece,  a  James  rifle  gun,  captured  by  the 
Second  and  Fifteenth  Arkansas  regiments,  was 
carried  to  the  rear  by  hand  by  men  belonging 
to  that  regiment,  and  delivered  to  Lieutenant 
Shannon,  commanding  Swett's  battery.  The 
other  pieces  from  which  the  enemy  had  been 
driven  (the  hors^  attached  to  them  being  either 
killed  or  disabled),  we  were  compelled  to  leave 
behind  when  we  retired.  This  engagement 
lasted  nearlv  two  hours. 

In  the  fieht  many  gallant  officers  ai^d  privates 
were  killed  and  wounded.  Amon^  the  nrst  was 
Colonel  L.  Featherston,  commanding  Fifth  and 
Thirteenth  Arkansas  regiments,  who  fell,  mor- 
tally wounded,  while  gallantly  leading  his  regi- 
ment, and  Lieutenant^olonel'^aucum,  command- 
ing Eighth  Arkansas  and  First  Louisiana  regi- 
ments, severely  wounded,  while  carrying  me 
colors  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  Late  m  the 
evening  I  was  ordered  to  the  extreme  right,  on 
the  prolongation  of  the  line  occupied  by  Gen- 
eral Cheatham,  facing  westward,  with  Walthall's 
brigade  on  my  left  Moving  forward  I  ascer- 
tained that  there  was  no  considerable  force  of 
the  enemy  in  my  front,  the  firing  indicatinghim 
to  be  in  the  immediate  front  of  General  Walt- 
hall in  force.  My  left  regiment,  the  Sixth  and 
Seventh  Arkansas,  gave  way,  and  moved  about 
two  hundred  yard«-to  the  rear,  being,  as  they 
informed  me,  enfiladed  and  fired  into.  While  in 
this  position,  one  of  our  own  batteries  in  rear 
fired  over  my  lines  and  slightly  wounded -several 


of  mv  men.  The  fire  from  the  battery  continu- 
ing, I  moved  a  short  distance  to  the  rear,  and  by 
the  left  flank,  and  formed  on  Walthall's  right,  m 
which  position  we  remained  daring  the  niglit. 
I  was  informed  by  several  officers  that  there 
was  a  battery  immediately  in  front  of  the  last 

Position  occupied,  which  the  enemy  had  aban- 
oned,  and  which  I  might  have  had  conveyed  to 
the  rear  if  I  had  asoertaihed  the  £Bict  sooner. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  about  nine 
o'clock,  I  was  ordered  to  take  a  position  on  the 
extreme  right,  supporting  Mi^or-General  Breck- 
inridge's division.  About  noon  I  was  ordered 
to  advance,  making  a  slight  change  of  direction 
to  the  left  While  executing  this  movement,  1 
was  ordered  by  one  of  LieutenantrGreheral  Polk's 
fftaflf  officers  to  the  assistance  of  Gist's  brigade, 
which  was  heavily  pressed  by  Hie  enemy.  The 
officer  could  only  give  me  general  direction  as 
to  where  Genercd  Gist's  brigade  was  engaged. 
Encountering  no  enemy  in  my  front,  f  com- 
menced changing  direction  to  the  left,  so  as  to 
meet  the  enemy,  who  had  opened  fire  upon  me 
from  the  edge  of  the  woods  immediately  on  my 
left  flank.  This  movement,  difficult  at  sdl  times^ 
was  executed  across  an  open  field,  in  an  exposed 
position  and  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry. 
The  brigade  pressed  gallantly  forward,  and  suc- 
ceeded m  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position 
in  the  woods.  Continuing  this  circular  move- 
ment to  the  left,  the  left  regiment  pressed  up  to 
an  angle  of  the  enemy's  fortifications,  while  the 
right  continued  to  press  the  enemy  across  an 
open  field,  until  I  had  reached  a  position  form- 
ing an  acute  angle  with  our  original  dii^ction, 
and  almost  immediatelv  in  rear  of  a  line  of  the 
enemy's  strongest  breastworks. 

Gist's  brigade,  which  I  had  not  succeeded  in 
finding,  had  fallen  back  about  the  time  I  had 
enfinged  the  enemy.  I  was  thus  completely 
isolated  from  our  line.  I  would  here  state  that 
Walthall's  brigade  had  previously  been  sent  to 
another  part  of  the  field. 

The  enemy,  beine  massed  in  heavy  force  be- 
hind his  breastworks,  and  perceiving  the  inter- 
val between  my  left  and  the  right  of  our  lines, 
made  a  vigorous  attack  upon  my  lef1;>  and 
succeeded,  by  enfilading  and  overlapping  it,  i^ 
breaking  it,  and  thus,  while  the  right  was  driv- 
ing the  enemy,  it  was  in  danger  of  being  cap- 
tured. This  was  only  obviated  by  the  great^ 
efiforts  on  the  part  of  the  regimental  commanders, 
who,  after  they  had  succeeded  in  haltaog  their 
commands,  moved  by  die  right  flank,  and,  by  a 
circuitous  route,  succeeded  in  rejoining  the 
command.  I  immediately  re>fonned  tho  line  and 
was  placed  in  position  in  the  front  line,  on  the 
left  of  General  Waldiall  s  brigade. 

About  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  orders  were  received 
to  advance.  There  was  a  consideiable  interval 
between  me  and  Jackson's  brigade,  next  on  my 
left,  which  fact  was  represented  to  General  Lid- 
dell,  and  by  him  communicated  to  General 
Walker.  The  movement  commenced,  I,  in  obe- 
dience to  orders,  conforming  my  movements  to 
those  of  General  Walthall's  brigade,  next  on  my 


DOCtTHENTS. 


46T 


right,  I  passed  on,  moving  square  to  the  front, 
two  regiments  passing  through  an  open  field, 
through  which  1  had  executed  the  change  of 
direction  to  Ihe  left  in  the  engagement  last 
mentioned.  The  skirmishers  in  my  front  devel- 
oped no  enemy. 

But  before  reaching  the  Chattanooga  and 
Lafayette  road,  Captain  Strin^ellow,  First  Loui- 
isiana,  in  command  of  the  skirmishers,  reported 
to  me  that  he  saw  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries 
in  position,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
from  my  left  flank,  on  either  side  of  the 
above  mentioned  road,  supported  by  a  Ion? 
line  of  infantry.  Jackson's  brigade,  which 
'was  some  distance  to  my  left  and  rear,  having 
engaged  the  enemy  in  his  front,  had  halted, 
thus  leaving  my  left  entirely  unprotected. 
Upon  examination  I  found  the  report  of  Cap- 
tain Stringfellow  to  be  correct,  discovering 
the  enemy  to  be  in  position  as  he  represented. 
It  was  impossible,  from  the  disposition  of 
the  enemy's  force,  for  me  to  extricate  my- 
self by  changing  ray  front  Reaching  a  position 
just  acrosss  the  road,  and  on  a  line  with 
General  Walthall's  left,  I  ordered  the  men  to  lie 
down.  The  enemy  immediately  opened  fire 
from  tiie  two  batteries  on  my  left,  and  also  ^ith 
small  arms ;  while  two  batteries,  afterwards  as- 
certained to  be  on  Oeneral  Walthall's  right, 
opened  almost  at  the  same  time.  Under  this 
heavy  and  galling  fire,  no  other  alternative  was 
left  bnt  to  withdraw  the  brieade  as  speedily  as 
possible,  to  save  it  from  annihilation  or  capture. 
The  brigade  retreated  in  considerable  confusion, 
but  was  promptiy  rallied,  and  re-formed  some 
tiiree  or  four  hundred  yards  in  rear. 

Shortiy  afterwards,  I  again  advanced  to  a  po- 
sition near  the  house  of  McDonald,  on  the  Chat- 
tanooga and  Lafayette  road,  and  some  distance 
to  the  right  of  the  position  from  which  I  had 
just  been  driven.  Just  about  this  time  the  ene- 
my's line  gave  way  in  every  quarter,  and  the 
battle  was  ended. 

The  loss  in  officers  and  privates  was  very 
heavy,  being  over  fiffy  per  cent,  of  the  number 
carried  into  the  fight,  a  report  of  which  is  here- 
with forwarded. 

For  instances  of  individual  bravery  and  skill 
among  company  officers  and  privates,  I  refer  you 
to  reports  of  regimental  commanders.  Among 
the  field  officers,  LieutenantColonels  John  L. 
Mnmy  and  R.  F.  Harvey,  the  former  command- 
ing th^Fifth  and  Thirteenth  Arkansas  reghnents, 
the  latter  tiie  Second  and  Fifteenth  Arkansas 
regiments,  were  particularly  distinguished  for 
their  gallantry  during  the  engagements ;  and  by 
their  coolness  and  skill,  on  two  occasions,  saved 
their  regiments  trom  capture.  I  strongly  recom- 
mend ike  first  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Murray)  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  President  as 
one  particnlarW  distinguished  for  his  skill  and 

SJlantry  in  the  battie  of  Chickamauga.  To 
eutenantColonel  Harvey,  then  commanding 
the  Second  and  Fifteenth  regiments,  an  equ&d 
meed  of  praise  is  due,  but,  unfortunately  for  the 
service,  tnis  gallant  officer  died  on  the  90th  in- 


stant of  disease  contracted  by  over-exertions  on 
the  field,  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him. 

To  Captain  Fletcher,  Company  A,  Thirteenth 
Arkansas  regiment,  I  am  indebted  for  saving 
one  piece  of  Swett's  battery,  which  had  several 
horses  disabled,  and,  but  for  his  timely  efforts, 
would  have  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands.  He 
seized  the  colors  of  the  Second  and  Fifteenth 
Arkansas  regiments  and  rallied  enough  men  to 
drive  back  the  enemy,  whose  skirmishers  were 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  gun. 

Lieutenant  Shannon,  commanding  Swett's  bat- 
tery, handled  it  with  distinguished  skill  and  gal- 
lantry, and  most  effectively,  whenever  an  oppor- 
tunity offered. 

The  members  of  my  staff,  Lieutenant  J.  G. 
Warfield,  Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector- 
General;  Lieutenant  W.  L.  Laurie,  Assistant 
Adjutant-Genera],  and  Lieutenant  6.  T.  Snow- 
den,  Aid-de-Camp,  rendered  me  efficient  aid,  and 
were  always  at  my  command. 

In  conclusion,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  tiie  bri- 
gade which  I  had  the  honor  to  command,  and 
with  which  I  had  been  associated  in  all  tiie  hard- 
contested  batties  in  the  West,  from  Shiloh  to 
this  last  memorable  one,  I  beg  leave  to  state 
that  they  never  failed  to  drive  the  enemy  in 
their  front,  and  advanced  each  time  with  a  single 
line,  unsupported,  and  with  one  or  the  other  of 
my  flanks  unprotected,  and  that  on  no  former 
occasion  was  their  courage  and  endurance  more 
severely  tested,  nor  in  any  previous  battie  did 
they  ever  exhibit  more  determined  bravery  and 
galhntry. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  QOVAN, 
Ookmel,  oommanding  Brigade. 


BEPORI  OF  COL.  B.  Q.  HHJLB^  OOMHANDING  BRIGADE. 

BsiSQCJurRRa  DsaiLni's  Bbioadi,     \ 
Uboomabt  RnxiK,  October  6,  1868.  / 

Capknn  J.  A,  Buck,  A.  A.  Ghnerdl^  Cleburne's 

J>ivi9iom : 

Captaik:  In  compliance  with  orders  from 
general  headquarters,  I  herewith  submit  my 
report  of  the  action  of  this  brigade  in  tiie  bat- 
tie of  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  ultimo  : 

This  brigade,  composed  of  Colonel  Wilkes* 
Texas  regiment.  Colonel  Mills'  Texas  regiment, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hutchinson's  Arkansas  regi- 
ment, and  Captain  Douglas'  Texas  battery,  under 
command  of  Brigadier-General  James  Deshler, 
moved  about  three  o*clock  p.  m.,  on  Saturday, 
the  nineteenth  ultimo,  from  a  point  near  the 
function  of  the  Lafayette  and  McLemore's  Val- 
ley roads,  towards  our  extreme  right,  and  in 
rear  and  parallel  with  our  line  of  battie.  About 
half-past  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  we  crossed  a  branch 
of  the  Chickamauga  and  moved  directi)*  and 
hastily  forward  to  the  extreme  right,  where  the 
battie  seemed  raging  with  great  fierceness. 
After  passing,  for  some  time,  through  swarms 
of  stragglers,  prisoners,  and  wounded,  we  ar- 
rived on  the  line,  and  were  formed,  fiwing  our 
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right  flank,  and  moved  forward  to  the  attack, 
and  proceeded  some  two  hundred  yards,  when 
the  brigade  was  halted  and  ordered  to  lie  down. 
In  a  few  minutes  we  rose  up  and  advanced  to 
the  front,  and  occupied  some  time  in  getting 
our  position. 

It  was  now  getting  dark,  but  the  firing  was 
still  heavy  and  constant  between  the  enemy  and 
some  brigade  opposite  our  extreme  right  and 
perpendicular  to  our  line.  We  were  not  more 
than  a  hundred  yards  from  his  right  flank,  where 
he  had  a  battery  of  artillery  firing  at  the  troops 
on  our  right  We  remained  here  some  minutes. 
Brigadier-General  Deshler  did  not  know  but 
that  the  battery  was  our  own,  and  declined  to 
advance  on  it  in  the  dark ;  it  being  then  impos- 
sible to  distinj^uish  firiend  from  foe.  The  con- 
test in  front  01  our  right  was  soon  decided  in 
favor  of  the  Confederates.  The  enemy  was 
beaten  back,  and  there  was  a  temporary  lull  on 
the  field.  The  skirmishers  from  Colonel  Wilkes' 
regiment,  in  moving  forward  in  tiie  dark,  came 
suddenly  and  unexpectedly  on  the  enemy's  line 
and  were  captured.  He,  in  attempting  to  re- 
treat from  the  brigade  in  his  front,  as  unexpect- 
edly came  upon  Colonel  Wilkes'  regiment  on  his 
flank,  where  he  was  greeted  wifli  a  volley  that 
killed  and  wounded  several  and  caused  them  to 
propose  a  surrender,  when  about  one  hundred 
prisoners,  including  several  officers,  were  taken, 
together  with  two  stand  of  colors  from  Hie 
Seventy-seventh  Illinois  and  the  Seventy-ninth 
Pennsylvania,  by  Colonel  Wilkes'  regiment, 
against  which  the  main  force  came.  Some 
dozen  or  more  were  taken,  each,  by  lieutenant- 
Colonel  Anderson  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hutch- 
inson. In  this  affair  Colonel  Wilkes  also  recap- 
tured his  skirmishers.  This,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  occasional  firing  by  our  skirmishers, 
terminated  the  fighting  for  the  night  We 
moved  back  several  hundred  yards  and  formed- 
line  of  battle,  and  lay  down  to  rest  till  morn- 
ing. In  the  night  our  line  was  again  re-formed, 
throwing  forward  our  left  wing. 

About  half-past  nine  o'clock,  on  the  morning 
of  the  twentieth,  we  moved  off  a  short  distance 
by  the  left  flank,  and  then  advanced  to  the  front, 
passing  through  a  portion  of  Major-General 
Cheatham's  division.  Having  gained  an  open 
ground  several  hundred  yards  in  our  front,  the 
enemy  began,  from  one  or  two  long-range  guns, 
to  shell  our  line,  and,  as  we  approached  nearer, 
gave  us  several  shots  of  canister,  killing  and 
wounding  some  fifteen  or  twenty  men.  We 
finally  arrived,  about  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the 
ground  we  were  ordered  to  occupy.  We  found 
it  being  hastily  abandoned  by  tno  troops  who 
were  occupying  it  before  we  came.  We  ad- 
vanced to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  some  two  hun- 
dred yards  in  front  of  the  enemy's  barricades 
and  breastworks,  when  he  opened  a  destructive 
fire  upon  us.  We  were  ordered  to  lie  down  and 
commence  firing.  We  now  began  the  engage- 
ment in  earnest,  but  at  great  disadvantage.  The 
enemy  was  behind  his  defences,  and  we  without 
cover ;  he  had  two  batteries  of  ftrtillery,  we 


had  none,  our  own  battery  not  being  able  to  get 
a  position  to  give  us  aid.  Gt^ytain  Sempk's 
splendid  battery  was  on  the  hill  with  oa,  and  on 
tne  extreme  left  of  the  brigade,  wh^i  we  moved 
up  and  occupied  the  hilL  It  fired  a  few  shots, 
and  was  moved  to  some  other  portioa  of  the 
field.  The  enemy  poured  on  our  heads,  from 
ten  o'clock  a.  h.,  to  half-past  one  o'clock  r.  h.,  a 
constant  and  terrible  fire  of  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry, which  we  returned  with  our  rifles,  with 
the  same  constancy  and  stubbomess. 

About  twelve  o'clock  m.,  our  supply  of  am- 
munition began  to  give  out,  and  I  sent  a  courier 
to  Brigadier-General  Deshler  to  inform  him  of  » 
the  fact  and  to  ask  where  we  could  get  more. 
A  few.  minutes  after,  I  saw  him  coming  towards 
my  right,  some  forty  paces  from  me,  when  he 
was  struck  by  a  shell  in  the  chest  and  his  heart 
literally  torn  irom  his  bosom.  I  may  pame  here 
to  pay  a  passing  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our 
fallen  chief.  He  was  brave,  generouB,  and  kind, 
even  to  a  fault.  Ever  watchful  and  careful  for 
the  safety  of  any  membw  of  his  command,  he 
was  ever  ready  to  peril  his  own.  Befosing  to 
permit  a  stafif  officer  to  endanger  hia  life  in 
going  to  examine  the  eartridge-boxes  to  see 
what  amount  of  ammunition  fis  men  had,  he 
cheerfully  started  himself  to  brave  the  tempest 
of  death  that  raged  >  on  the  crest  of  the  hill. 
He  had  gone  but  little  way  when  he  feU — fell 
as  he  would  wish  to  fall — ^in  the  very  centre  of 
his  brigade,  in  the  midst  of  the  line,  between 
the  ranks,  and  surrounded  by  the  bodies  of  his 
fallen  comrades.  He  poured  out  his  blood  upon 
the  spot  watered  by  the  best  blood  of  his  ori- 
gade.  Among  tlie  host  of  brave  hearts  tiiat 
were  offered  on  the  altar  of  sacrifice  for  their 
country  on  that  beautiful  Sabbath,  there  per- 
ished not  one  nobler,  braver,  or  better  than  nis. 
He  lived  beloved,  and  feU  lamented  and  mourned 
bv  every  officer  and  man  of  his  oommand.r  He 
sleeps  on  the  spot  where  he  fell ;  on  the  fiield  of 
his  country's  victory  and  glory,  surrounded  by 
the  bodies  of  those  who  stood  around  him  in 
life,  and  lie  around  him  in  death.  A  messenger 
from  Colonel  Wilkes'  regiment  informed  me  of 
the  fact  soon  after  General  Deshler  fell,  also 
that  Colonel  Wilkes  was  wounded  and  not  with 
the  regiment 

Just  at  this  critical  juncture  our  ammmiition 
was  exhausted,  and  no  tme  knew  i^ere  to  get 
more.  I  assumed  command,  and,  supposing  that 
the  enemy  would  advance  as  soon  as  the  nriog 
ceased,  I  ordered  bayonets  fixed  and  ttie  cart'- 
ridge-boxes  of  the  wounded  and  dead  to  be 
gathered,  and  one  round  from  them  to  be  given 
to  each  man  to  load  his  gun  with,  and  hold  his 
fire  in  reserve  to  repel  an  assault!  While  this 
order  was  being  executed,  lieutenant'Oolonel 
Anderson,  who  was  on  the  left  of  my  regimentv 
sent  Lieutenant  Graham  to  inform  me  tliat  the 
four  left  companies  had  not  been  firing.  Beins 
at  too  great  a  distance  from  the  enemy,  he  haa 
the  good  sense  to  prevent  them  from  wasting 
their  ammunition  unnecessarily.  I  immediately 
ordered  those  four  companies  to  the  front  on  the 
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hfll,  where  the  fire  was  hottest,  and  ordered 
Lieutena«Qt-€oIoii^l  Anderson  to  take  command 
of  them  and  hold  the  hill  at  every  hazard,  till 
I  could  get  ammunition  and  have  it  distributed. 
I  soon  procured  the  ammunition,  and  refilled  my 
cartridge-boxes.  At  this  time,  one  of  the  Major- 
Genem's  staff  came  to  me  and  informed  me  mat 
I  WBS  ordered  to  hold  the  hill  on  which  the  bri- 
gade Was  formed ;  that  I  was  not  permitted  to 
advance,  and  must  not  retire  if  it  were  possible 
to  hold  my  position.  I  therefore  moved  my 
command  at  once  some  twenty  or  thirty  paces 
to  the  rear  of  the  crest,  and  on  the  side  of  the 
hill,  for  cover,  leaving  a  body  of  sharpshooters 
behind  trees  on  the  top  of  the  hill  to  keep  up  a 
fire  with  the  enemy.  The  euemy*s  fire  soon 
slackened  down  to  a  contest  between  the  skir- 
mishers. At  tiie  same  time,  he  advanced  a  litae 
^  of  skirmishers  toward  the  open  sbace  between 
my  conunand  and  Brigadier-General  Polk,  on  my 
right.  I  SQon  received  information  from  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Coit,  then  commanding  Wilkes' 
regiment,  that  the  enemy  was  moving  around 
my  right  flank  in  force.  I  ordered  him  to  throw 
out  a  company  of  flankers  and  engage  them.  In 
less  than  twenty  minutes  I  was  informed  that 
our  skirmishers  were  retiring  before  the  enemy. 
I  immediately  ordered  Lieutenant^olonel  Hutch- 
inson to  reinforce  the  skirmishers  with  one 
company  from  his  regiment,  which  was  promptly 
done,  l^till  hearing  of  this  flank  movement,  I 
ordered  Captain  Kenard,  of  Lieutenant^olonel 
Anderson's  regiment,  to  reinforce  the  Esther  two 
companies  with  his,  take  command  himself  of 
these  companies,  put  his  men  under  good  cover, 
and  hold  tne  enemy Jn  check  at  all  hazards.  He 
very  promptly  moved  with  his  company  to  the 
ground,  assumed  command  of  the  three  compa- 
nies, repulsed  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  and  held 
his  position  without  a  serious  struggle.  A  strag- 
gling fire  was  kept  up  between  the  enemy  and 
my  sharpshooters  till  late  in  the  evening,  when 
the  advance  of  our  left  win^  caused  him  to  aban- 
don his  works  and  take  to  his  heels.  The  troops 
of  my  command,  both  officers  and  men,  behaved 
with  the  greatest  braverv,  coolness,  and  self- 
possession  during  the  whole  engagement.  They 
advanced  with  a  steady  step,  under  a  heavy  fire 
of  shell,  canister,  and  musketry,  to  their  position, 
and  held  it  with  firmness  and  unwavering  forti- 
tude throughout  the  fight.  Texans  vied  with 
each  other  to  prove  themselves  worthy  of  the 
fame  won  by  their  brothers  on  other  fields,  and 
the  little  handful  of  Arkansas  troops  showed 
themselves  worthy  to  have  their  names  enrolled 
among  the  noblest,  bravest,  and  best  of  their  State. 
It  is  scarcely  possible  for  them  to  exhibit  higher 
evidences  of  courage,  patriotism,  and  pride  on 
any  other  field.  They  were  not  permitted  to 
advance,  and  would  not  retire,  but,  as  brave  men 
and  good  soldiers,  they  obeyed  the  orders  of 
their  General  and  held  the  hDl.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Anderson,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hutchin- 
son, and  Major  Taylor,  remained  constantly  on 
&e  line,  handled  their  commands  with  ability, 


and  conducted  themselves  gallantly  through  the 
entire  action. 

I  most  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of 
subordinate  commanders  for  particular  acts  of 
gallantry,  lists  of  casualties,  etc.  I  feel  it  my 
dutj',  however,  to  record  here  the  names  of 
Lieutenant  Matt.  Graham,  of  Companv  C,  Tenth 
Texas  regiment,  and  private  Williim  McCann,  of 
Company  A,  Fifteenth  Texas  regiment,  as  worthy 
of  honorable  mention  for  their  conduct,  more 
than  ordinarily  gallant,  on  the  field.  Lieutenant  ' 
Graham  seveial  times  volunteered,  and  insisted 
on  being  permitted,  to  carry  orders  and  messages 
up  and  down  the  line,  where  he  was  constantly 
exposed  to  the  thickest  fire.  His  services  were 
highly  beneficial  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ander- 
son, who  speaks  of  him  in  terms  of  highest 
praise.  Private  McCann  was  under  my  own 
eye.  .  He  stood  upright,  cheerful,  and  self-pos- 
sessed in  the  very  hail  of  deadlv  missiles,  and 
cheered  up  his  comrades  around  nina.  After  he 
had  expended  all  his  ammunition,  he  gathered 
up  the  cartridge-boxes  of  the  dead  and  wounded, 
and  distributed  them  to  his  comrades.  He  bore  ' 
himself  like  a  hero  through  the  entire  contest, 
and  fell  mortally  wounded  by  the  last  volleys  of 
the  enemy.  I  promised  him  during  the  engage- 
ment that  I  would  mention  his  good  conduct, 
and,  as  he  was  borne  dying  from  the  field,  he 
turned  his  boyish  face  upon  me,  and,  with  a 
light  and  pleasant  smile,  reminded  me  of  my 
promise.  • 

The  First  Texas  battery,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain James  P.  Douglas,  belonging  to  Deshler's 
brigade,  was  not  engaged  on  the  nineteenth. 
On  the  twentieth  it  followed  the  brigade  as  far 
as  the  open  field,  covered  thickly  with  felled 
tiqaber,  when,  finding  it  impossible  to  follow  us 
further,  Captain  Douglas  moved  towards  our  left 
flank  and  came  into  another  field,  where  he  was 
exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire.  He  immediately 
opened  fire  on  Douglas  from  two  of  his  batteries, 
killing  one  of  his  horses  and  knocking  down 
one  of  his  wheels.  He  extricated  himself  from 
this  position,  and,  by  order  of  Major-General 
Cleburne,  took  position  on  the  hill  with  itie  bri- 
gades of  Brigadier-Generals  Wood  and  Polk,  in 
rear  of  ray  line.  He  afterwards  moved  down 
on  the  right  to  where  Brigadier-General  Polk 
was  warmly  engaging  the  enemy,  disengaged 
his  horses  and  carried  his  pieces  by  hand  m  the 
very  face  of  the  foe.  He  nred  a  few  rounds  at 
sixty  or  eighty  yards  distant  from  the  enemy, 
advancing  his  pieces  by  hand  with  the  line  of 
Brigadier-General  Polk's  brigade.  The  enemy 
were  soon  routed  and  fled  the  field.  Too  mucn  • 
praise  cannot  be  bestowed  on  Captain  Douglas 
and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  battery,  for  their 
gallant  conduct  Thev  were  not  engaged  for 
any  considerable  lengw  of  time,  but  the  very 
short  quarters  at  which  Captain  Douglas  threw 
down  the  gauntlet  soon  decided  the  enemy  to 
vield  tlie  field  to  a  battery  that  could  charge  a 
origade  of  infantry  behind  their  rifle-pits.  Cap- 
tai^  J.  L.  Heame  and  B.  F.  Blackbume>  and 
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Lieutenant  G.  B.  Jewell,  of  the  brigade  staff,  are 
entitled  to  my  thanka  for  promptly  reporting  to 
me  when  Brigadier-General  Deshler  fell,  and  for 
their  valuable  servicea  rendered  to  me  during 
the  engagement 

The  aggregate  strength  of  the  brigade,  includ- 
ing the  battery,  on  the  morning  of  the  nine- 
teenth, was  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-three. 
I  lost  in  the  fight  fifty-two  killed  and  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eiz  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

^  B..  Q.  Mills, 

Oolonel,  c»mmaiidiQg  Brigade. 
REPORT  OF  COL.  J.  H.  LEWIS,  COUHANBINO  BRIGADE. 

HKADQUAXQaiS  HiLM 'S  BrIQADK.  ) 

Bdorb  Chatiakoooa,  September  80,  1863.  / 

Major  Jama  Wilson,  Assistant  Ac^utanl-Oenr 

eral: 

Sib:  The  death  of  Brigadier-General  B.  H. 
Helm  makes  it  my  duty,  as  senior  Colonel  com- 
manding, to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  bri- 
gade in  the  actions  of  the  nineteenth  and  twen- 
tieth instant : 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  eighteenth  the  bri- 

gade  took  position  on  the  rignt  bank  of  West 
hickamaug^  near  Glass's  Miu,  except  the  Sec- 
ond Kentuckv  regiment  deployed  on  the  oppo- 
site side  as  skirmishers. 

On  the  morning  the  nineteenth  the  command, 
with  Cobb's  battery,  crossed  the  stream.  About 
nine  a.  m.,  a  shot  from  the .  battery  into  a  houfle 
about  five  hundred  yards  off,  where  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  were  concealed,  excited  an  immedi- 
ate response  from  the  enemy  farther  .to  the 
right,  followed  soon  after  by  a  spirited  artillery 
duel,  in  which  Slocum's  battery,  which  had,  in 
the  meantime,  crossed  over,  participated ;  result- 
ing in  silencing  the  enemy.  Soon,  however,  an- 
other battery  of  the  enemy  opened  fire  still  far- 
ther to  the  right.  In  a  short  time,  orders  having 
been  issued  from  Major-General  Breckinridge  to 
that  effect,  the  whole  command  re-crossed  the 
stream  and  moved  to  the  Chattanooga  road. 
Fourteen  men  of  this  brigade  were  kOled  and 
wounded  on  this  occasion.  From  thence  we 
moved  towards  Chattanooga,  to  the  position  held 
by  and  relieving  Deas'  brigade.  About  two 
hours  after  nightfall  we  reached  a  point  one  half 
mile  beyond  Alexander's  Bridge,  where  we  bi- 
vouacked until  three  a.  m.,  twentieth  instant, 
when  we  were  ordered  to  our  position  in  lino  of 
battle  one  mile  or  more  beyond  and  on  the  left 
of  the  division.  We  got  into  position  and  were 
ready  to  advance  by  about  half  past  five  a.  m. 
Soon  after  getting  into  position,  one  company  from 
each  regiment  was,  mider  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Wickliffe,  of  the  Ninth  Kentucky, 
deployed  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  ad- 
vance as  skirmishers.  Becoming  hotly  engaged 
with  the  enemy,  the  Fourth  Kentucky  regiment. 
Colonel  Nuckolls  commanding,  was  ordered  to 
their  support  The  skirmishers  of  the  enemy, 
having  the  advantage  in  position,  showed  deter- 
mination and  kept  up  a  rapid  fire,  Avounding 
several  officers  and  men  before  the  advance  of 


the  brigade.  Amonest  others  severely  wounded 
was  Colonel  Nuckous,  by  which  his  command 
was  thereafter  deprived  of  the  services  of  this 
gaJlant  and  meritorious  officer. 

Between  nine  and  ten  a.  m.,  the  brigade  ad- 
vanced in  the  following  order,  viz. :  the  Six& 
Kentucky,  Colonel  Lewis,  and  the  Second  Ken- 
tucky, laeutenantOolonel  Hewitt  commanding, 
on  the  extreme  right  and  left  respectively. 
The  Fourth  Kentu(^,  Major  Thompson,  and 
Ninth  Kentucky,  Colonel  Caldwell  commanding, 
on  the  right  and  left  oenlre  respectively,  and 
the  Forty-first  Alabama,  Colonel  StanseH  com- 
manding, in  the  centre. 

Tlie  enemy's  fortifications  did  not  extend  the 
entire  length  of  the  brigade  front,  but  the  Six^ 
and  Fourui,  and  seven  companies  of  the  Forty- 
first,  in  advancing,  passed  to  the  ri^ht  and  clear 
of  them,  consequently  fighting  the  loe  on  some- 
thing like  equal  terms.  This  portion  of  the* 
command,  with  but  a  momentary  halt  and  no 
hesitation,  steadily  drove  the  enemy  back  to 
within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  Chattanooga 
road,  when  I  discovered  a  battery  of  two  Napo- 
leon guns  fifty  yards  beyond  the  road.  Here  1 
s^o  discovered,  for  the  first  time,  what  the 
thicker  growth  of  timber  had  prevented  me  from 
observing  before,  that  the  left  of  the  brigade 
was  considerably  in  rear.  Neither  a  halt  nor  re- 
treat at  this  time  was,  in  my  judgment,  proper 
or  allowable.  So  the  command  was  given  to 
take  the  battery,  and  it  was  done.  Soon  after 
crossing  the  rosid,  Captain  McGawley,  of  General' 
Hehn's  staff,  informed  me  that  the  General  had 
been  mortally  wounded,  near  the  position  occu- 
pied by  the  left  of  the  bri^uie. 

The  right  not  being  then  under  fixe,  I  left  it  in 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cofer,  and  start- 
ed, on  Captain  McCawley's  horse,  to  where  the 
other  portion  of  the  brigade  was.  I  encountered 
considerable  difficulty  m  re-uniting  the  brigade, 
on  account  of  the  distance  apart  and  the  want  of 
staff  aid — havinz  no  one  with  me  but  Captain 
Hewitt,  and  not  nim  immediately,  on  account  of 
the  loss  of  his  horse.  Although  not  personally 
cognizant  of  the  behavior  of  the  left  of  tho  bri- 
gade previous  to  assuming  command,  yet  1  am 
warranted  by  information  of  an  entirely  sattsfac- 
tory  kind  in  speaking  of  it.  Justice  to  &e 
living,  and  affectionate  memory  of  the  dead, 
make  it  a  duty  and  a  pleasure  to  allude  to  their 
conduct  in  terms  of  praise. 

After  advancing  about  four  hundred  ^'ards, 
they  encountered  a  heavy  musketiy  and  artillery 
fire  in  front,  and  also  an  enfilading  fire  firom  the 
left,  which  the  failure  of  the  command  to  their 
left  to  advance  simultaneously  with  Breckin- 
ridge's division  enabled  the  enemy  to  pour  into 
their  ranks.  Besides,  I  am  satisfied  they  were 
subjected  to  a  fire  on  their  rifht  from  the  t^o 

Eieces  subsequently  captured  by  the  right  of  the 
rieade.  Yet  three  several  times  this  devoted 
little  band  charged  the  enemy,  securely  fortified 
and  in  a  favorable  position.  Though  neoesenrHy 
repulsed,  their  frightful  loss  shows  their  con- 
stancy and  bravery.    Here  the  kind,  pure,  brave 
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Brigadier-Ckneral  B.  H.  Helm  was  mortally 
wounded,  heroically  doixi^  hk  duty.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  James  W.  Hewitt,  in  advance  of  his 
r^m'ent,  and  showing  a  devotion  and  daring 
entitled  to  the  highest  commendation,  was 
^ed.  Ck>lonel  Caldwell  was  severely  wounded, 
as  usual,  in  his  place,  doing  his  duty.  Robert 
C.  Anderson,  C^or-Sergeant  Second  Kentucky, 
nras  killed  upon  the  enemy's  works,  after  having 
planted  his  colors  thereon.  Here  fell  many  an- 
other officer  and  soldier,  life  images  of  Ken- 
tucky's old,  renowned,  and  valiant  soldiers — 
true  men.  The  blood  of  her  sons  also  attests 
Alabama's  chivalry  and  manhood. 

As  soon  as  I  ascertained  the  exact  position  of 
the  lefl,  I  caused  it  to  be  moved  by  the  right 
flank  to  the  right,  and  in  advance  of  where  it 
was  dien,  till  the  right  of  the  brigade,  under 
command  of  LieutenantOolonel  Gofer,  was  met 
— he  having  re-crossed  the  road — ^when  I  formed 
the  brigade  in  line  of  battle  nearly  perpendicular 
to  the  road  and  to  the  enemy's  worlos.  About 
this  time  I  received  orders  from  lieutenant- 
Genend  Hill,  through  one  of  his  staff,  not  to  ad- 
vance, but  to  await  the  arrival  of  fresh  troops. 
Li  a  short  time  Gist's  brigade  attacked  the  ene- 
my, passing  through  my  hnes  for  that  purpose, 
but  was  drawn  back.  EiCtor's  brigade  then  ad- 
vanced, but  being  unable  to  drive  the  enemy 
from  hiB  works,  nnally  fell  back,  leaving  this 
brigade  again  to  confront  the  enemy.  My  men, 
though  at  this  time  nearlv  exhausted  by  several 
hours'  hard  fighting,  ana  suffering  greatly  for 
want  of  water,  remained  firm,  no  one  leaving 
his  place.  After  the  repulse  of  the  other  two 
brigades,  I  was  ordered  to  retire  several  hun- 
dred yards  to  the  rear  to  rest  the  men,  which 
was  done  in  good  order  and  without  confusion. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  Walker's  division  ad- 
vanced against  the  enemy,  a  portion  of  it  attack- 
ing tlie  same  point  the  left  of  this  brigade  did 
in  the  morning.  Being  with  my  command  about 
four  hundred  yards  in  rear  at  uiat  time,  and  out 
of  sight  of  the  combatants,  I  could  not  see  with 
what  result  the  attack  was  made,  though  a  short 
time  thereafter  Cheatham's  division  moved  to 
the  attack  over  the  same  ground — ^Bright's  bri- 
gade, of  that  division,  passing  through  the  Hnes 
of  this  brigade.  After  some  time  had  elapsed, 
and  it  appearing  from  the  firing  that  no  appre- 
ciable advantage  had  been  gained,  this  brigade 
was  moved  forward,  being  on  the  left  of  the  di- 
vision. In  advancing,  it  was  discovered  that 
the  centre  brigade  of  the  division  lapped  on 
mine,  making  it  necessary  for  me  to  oblique  to 
the  left  about  two  hundred  yards.  It  was  also 
necessary  to  advance  the  left  more  rapidly  than 
the  right  wing,  in  order  to  get  on  a  line  more 
parallel  with  the  enemy.  Both  these  difficult 
movements  were  executed  while  marclung 
through  the  woods,  without  any  material  de- 
rangement of  the  Une,  the  command  moving 
stecdily  and  im&dterin^ly  forward. 

Upon  arriving  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  fortifi- 
cations, the  brigade  rapidly  charged  upon  them, 
driving  them  from  their  strongh^d  in  confusion 


towards  (be  Chattanooga  road.  The  pursuit 
was  continued  across  an  open  field  till  the  road 
was  reached,  when,  it  bein^  dark,  I  judsed  it 
prudent  to  halt,  which  met  me  approval  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Gkneral  Hill,  who,  close  alter  us,  imme- 
diately came  up.  Li  passing  through  the  forti- 
fications a  number  of  prisoners  were  captured 
and  sent  to  the  rear.  We  also  captured  two 
pieces  of  artillery  in  the  road,  which  our  rapid 
pursuit  of  the  enemy  prevented  their  carrymg 
off— one  Napoleon  and  one  James  rifle.  The 
nature  of  the  ground — ^wood-land — prevented 
Cobb's  battery  performing  the  importimt  part  in 
this  action  he  and  Us  gallant  company  nave  so 
often  done,  and  knew  so  well  how  to  do — ^though, 
in  the  afternoon,  one  section,  under  the  gallant 
and  faithful  Gracey,  was  placed  in  position  un- 
der General  Forrest  I  refer  you  to  Captain 
Cobb's  report  for  an  account  of  their  behavior 
on  that  occasion. 

I  am  not  enabled  to  state  the  exact  number 
engaged  in  the  actions  of  the  nineteenth  and 
twentieth.  But  one  thousand  three  hundred  is 
the  approximate  number  of  officers  and  men,  in- 
cluding Cobb's  battery.  The  whole  number  of 
casualties  lyas  sixty-wree  killed  and  four  hun- 
dred and  eight  wounded. 

It  would  afford  me  pleasure  to  designate,  by 
name,  the  officers  and  men  who  so  gallantly 
fought  on  these  two  occasions,  for,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  all  did  their  duty.  But  to  ao  so 
would  swell  this  report  to  an  inordinate  size. 
However,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  and  take 
pleasure  in  the  performance  of  it,  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  conduct  of  the  field  officers  of  the 
different  regiments.  Lieutenant^lonel  Cofer, 
in  conomand  of  the  Sixth,  after  I  took  command 
of  the  bri^de ;  Major  Clark,  of  the  same  resi- 
ment;  Major  Thompson,  in  command  of  the 
Fourth,  after  Colonel  NuckoUs  was  wounded; 
Captain  Millett,  senior  Captain,  acting  field  offi- 
cer, of  the  same  regiment,  and  Major  Nash,  in 
command  of  the  seven  companies  of  the  Forty- 
first  Alabama,  all  came  under  my  observation. 
In  each  I  remarked  constancy,  gallantry,  and 
coolness.  In  the  afternoon,  Colonel  Stansell,  of 
the  Forty-first ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wickliffe,  in 
command  of  the  Ninth,  after  Colonel  Caldwell 
was  wounded,  and  Captain  Gillam,  acting  field 
officer,  of  the  same  regiment,  attracted  imr  no- 
tice, and  but  confirmed  the  good  account  I  had 
of  IJiem  in  the  morning.  Captain  Lee,  of  the 
Second  Kentucky,  though  too  unwell  to  endure 
the  fatigue  throughout  the  day,  acted  as  field 
officer  with  his  accustomed  bravery  in  the 
charges  made  by  the  left  in  the  morning. 

It  IS  the  highest  praise  I  can  possibly  bestow 
on  the  officers  of  the  brigade,  to  say  they  proved 
themselves,  in  nearly  every  case,  worthy  of  their 
commands. 

Of  the  staff  of  Brigadier-General  Hehn,  I  take 
pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  in  behalf  of,  and 
making  special  mention  of,  Captain  Fayette 
Hewitt,  Assistant  Adjutant-General.  As  soon 
as  he  was  enabled  to  do  so,  he  reported  to  me, 
and  throughout  the  entire  action,  alter  the  death 
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of  General  Helm,  as  well  as  previons  thereto,  as 
I  learn,  he  displayed  coolness,  gallantry,  and 
judgment 

Captain  6.  W.  McCawley,  Assistant  Inspector- 
(Jeneral,  promptly  reported  to  mo  the  wonnding 
of  General  Helm,  as  hefore  stated,  at  which 
time  I  got  from  him  his  horse,  not  having  my 
own  with  me,  when  he  returned  to  where  Gen- 
eral Helm  was  wounded,  and  remained  ivith  him. 
I  am  reliahly  informed  that  previous  thereto  he 
was  in  his  place  on  the  left,  and  acted  bravely 
and  efficiently. 

Captain  Helm,  acting  Commissary  Subsistence, 
though  not  compelled  to  do  so,  went  on  the  field 
and  aid  his  du^. 

Leonard  W.  Herr,  Aid-de-Oamp,  and  Lieuten- 
ant John  Pirtle,  acting  Aid-do-Camp,  reported  to 
me  as  soon  as  the  necessary  attention  to  their 
wounded  General  allowed,  and  thereafter  acted 
gallantlv  and  &ithfully. 

I  inclose  the  several  reports  of  regimental 
and  the  battery  commanders,  together  with  a 
list  of  killed  and  wounded. 

I  am,  verf  respectfully, 

I  our  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  H.  Lewis, 

ODlonel,  commanding  Helm%  Brlgada 


BEPORT  OF  OOU  B.  U  GIBBON,  OOIIUANDING  BBIOAOE. 

VAvertaa  Adamb*  Bkkl 
September  20, 1808. 


HvAOQUAiaaa  AoAiB'  Bkbcudb,) 


Major  Jam&k  Wilson,  Assistant  A^tHUintrGenr 

eral,  Breckinridae's  Division : 

SiB :  I  have  the  nonor  to  submit  th§  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade,  com- 
posed of  the  TTiirteenth  and  Twentieth  Louisiana 
volunteers,  Colonel  Leon  Von  Zeniken ;  Six- 
teenth and  Twenty-fifth  Louisiana  volunteers, 
Colonel  D.  Gober ;  Nineteenth  Louisiana  volun- 
teers, Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  W.  Turner ;  Thirty- 
second  Alabama  volunteers,  Major  T.  C.  Kimball, 
and  Austin's  battalion  LouisiaTia  sharpshooters, 
with  81ocomb*s  battery  Washington  artillery,  in 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  from  the  moment 
that  I  assumed  command : 

I  was  engaged  in  re-forming  my  regiment 
when,  informed  that  Brigadier-General  D.  W. 
Adams  having  been  disabled  by  a  wound,  the 
command  of  the  brieade  devolved  upon  me.  I 
at  once  ascertained  mat  there  was  no  support 
on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  and  ordered  the  com- 
mand to  form  on  the  rear  slope  of  the  hill  upon 
which  Captain  C.  H  Slocomb  s  battery  of  Wash- 
ington artillery  was  posted.  This  having  been 
accomplished,  I  left  the  line  in  charge  of  Colonel 
Daniel  Gober,  Sixteenth  and  Twenty-fifth  Loui- 
siana volunteers,  and  hastened  to  the  left,  where 
I  observed  several  regiments  falling  back.  One 
of  these  I  at  once  moved  to  the  support  of  the 
line  on  the  left,  and  directed  Captain  Labouisse, 
A.  L  G.,  to  bring  up  another,  retreating  through 
the  woods,  to  the  same  position.  With  Captain 
Slocomb's  assistance,  he  succeeded  in  placing 
two  regiments  in  position.  They  were  believed 
to  belong  to  the  brigade  on  our  left  The  Thir- 
ty-second Alabama  volunteers  and  Austin's  hoi* 


talion,  which  had  not  parlacipated  in  the  chaige, 
but  had  been  ordered  to  oppose  the  advance  of 
a  column  of  the  enemy's  infancy,  reported  on 
our  right  and  rear,  were  called  in  and  directed 
to  join  the  brigade  on  the  right  of  the  battery. 
It  was  deemea  best  to  occupy  ourselves  with 
the  enemy  in  sight,  leaving  the  cavafry  reports 
for  after-consideration.  These  dispositions  had 
just  been  made,  when  Major-General  Breckin- 
ridge reached  us,  and  approved  them. 

Captain  Slocomb,  whose  battery  had  made  a 
noble  stand,  here  informed  me  tiiat  he  was  con- 
siderably cut  up,  and  that  he  thought  it  best  to 
retire  for  a  short  time.  He  was  ordered  to 
retire.  In  less  than  two  hours  he  i^in  reported 
readv  for  action,  having  equipped  himself,  in 
nearly  everything  neeoed,  from'  the  battoiy 
taken  by  the  brigade  in  approaching,  for  the 
first  time,  the  main  Chattanooga  road. 

I  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  speak  of  the 
different  lines  of  battie  taken  before  again  engag- 
ing the  enemy.  About  four  o'clock,  by  order  of 
Major-General  Breckinridge,  the  brigade  was 
posted  about  three  hundred  yards  in  rear  of 
Maior-General  Walker's  command  (General 
Liddell's  division).  The  line  was  here  subjected 
to  some  shelling,  and  it  became  apparent  that 
our  forces  in  front  were  unsuccessful  in  their 
attacks.  About  sundown  General  Breckinridge 
turned  to  me  and  directed  that  I  should  ad- 
vance, and  at  the  same  time  execute  a  change  of 
direction  to  the  left.  I  had  advanced  but  a 
short  distance,  when  I  saw,  frt)m  what  was  oc- 
curring in  front  of  us,  that  otur  lines  in  advance 
were  eiving  away  under  an  enfilading  fire  from 
the  len,  ana  I  therefore  gained  as  much  ground  to 
the  left  as  time  and  circumstances  would  permit 
The  movement  forward  was  made  slowly,  care- 
fully, and  with  all  possible  precision.  We 
passed  over  several  lines  of  troops  as  we  ad- 
vanced, who  cheered  us  heartily.  The  extreme 
right  regiment  was  detained  a  few  moments  by 
one  of  tiiese  lines,  as  will 'be  seen  by  referring 
to  Colonel  €k)ber's  report.  I  determined,  if  pos- 
sible, not  to  fire  a  gun,  and  it  is  due  to  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  brigade  that  I  should  state 
that  we  passed  through  a  new  line  engaging  tiie 
enemy  witiiout  halting  and  witiiout  finng,  and 
continued  to  advance,  moving  in  perfect  order, 
until  within  a  few  paces  of  me  enemy,  when  a 
charge  was  ordered  and  the  whole  command, 
with  a  terrific  yell,  sprang  upon  him.  A  voDey 
was  received  without  effect ;  a  second,  from  the 
barricades  of  trees  and  stones,  checked  us  for 
an  instant ;  but  the  officers  rushed  forward  a^n. 
the  men  followed,  and  the  enemy,  pani&«tricken, 
fled  in  the  wildest  disorder.  Not  a  moment 
was  to  be  lost ;  the  brigade  was  urged  forward, 
its  centre  resting  near  the  fence  which  separa- 
ted the  com  field  from  the  woods,  the  left  ex- 
tending into  the  field.  We  thus  continued  to 
drive  me  enemy  from  every  position  for  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  until  we  had  entered  the 
woods  about  seventy  yards  from  the  Chatta- 
nooga road,  where  it  was  halted.  Darlmefls  was 
now  rapidly  approaching. 
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I  had  sent  lieutenant  Ware,  of  the  staflf,  to 
the  left,  and  he  reported  to  me  that  there  were 
no  troops  on  thaX  flank ;  confirming  the  state- 
ment of  Colonel  Von  Zeniken,  commandine  the 
left  regiment  I  had  gone  myself  to  the  right  I 
deem^  it  proper  therefore  to  halt  and  to  rectify 
the  alignment,  which  had  become  broken  in  the 
pursuit,  before  advancing  further.  This  had 
just  been  finished  when  lieutenant-Qeneral  EUU 
rode  up  and,  observing  that  we  had  done  well, 
directed  that  I  should  throw  forward  skirmish- 
ers for  the  distance  of  a  mile.  A  few  moments 
afterwards  I  was  ordered  by  Major-General 
Breckinridee  to  bivouac  near  the  main  Chatta- 
nooga road,  and  I  accordingly  moved  back  to 
this  position.  Many  prisoners  remained  within 
oar  unes  during  the  charge,  but  no  attention 
was  paid  to  them:  they  numbered  probably 
three  or  four  hundred. 

The  position  stormed  was  held  by  a  brigade 
of  United  States  regulars,  under  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral King.  The  enemy's  dead  and  wounded 
marked  the  track  of  the  brigade.  Many  hun- 
dreds of  small  arms  were  found  upon  the  field 
next  morning.  A  battery  was  taken  by  the  Thir- 
teenth and  Twentieth  Louisiana,  but  the  gallant 
manner  in  which  the  remainder  of  the  brigade 
behaved  entitles  them  to  share  in  the  credit  of 
the  capture. 

In  the  night  our  skirmishers,  under  Captain 
E.  M.  Dubroca,  Company  B,  Thirteenth  and 
Twentieth  Louisiana,  sent  in  thirty  prisoners, 
among  them  several  officers ;  and  Major  T.  K 
Austin's  battalion  brought  in  fifty  more  next 
day.  The  brigade  haltea  victorious  at  night  on 
tile  very  ground  whence  it  had  recoiled  at  mid- 
day. 

I  would  respectfully  refer  the  Major-General 
commanding  to.the  reports  of  subordinate  com- 
manders for  the  parts  their  commands  bore  in 
the  battle. 

Among  the  officers,  Colonel  Daniel  Grober,  Six- 
teenth and  Twenty-fifth  Louisiana,  and  Colonel 
Leon  Von  Zoniken,  Thirteenth  and  Twentieth 
Louisiana,  were  conspicuous  for  courage  and 
skill.  All  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with 
commendable  gallantry.  Major  C.  H.  Moore,  Six- 
teenth and  Twenty-fiftii  Louisiana ;  Major  T.  C. 
Kimball,  Thirfy-second  Alabama ;  Captain  H.  A. 
Kennedy,  Nineteenth  Louisiana,  who  command- 
ed ia  d^e  evening  charge,  and  Captain  £.  M. 
Dubroca,  Thirteenth  and  Twentieth  Louisiana, 


showed  theinselves  officers  well  fitted  to  handle 
troops  on  the  field.  The  report  of  Captain  C. 
H.  Slocomb,  Washington  artillery,  shows  how 
large  a  share  his  command  bore  in  the  engage- 
ment I  cannot  speak  in  terms  too  high  of  me 
bearing  of  tlie  officers  and  men  of  this  battery. 
The  skill  of  the  former  is  only  equalled  by  the 
l>earing  of  the  latter. 

Our  valor-inspiring  Chief  of  Artillery,  Maior. 
Graves,  of  Major-General  Breckinric^e's  staff,  fell, 
mortally  wounded,  in  the  arms  of  &ptain  C.  H^ 
Slocomb.  He  fell,  where  his  heroic  soul  de- 
sired, on  the  battle-field,  among  those  who  loved 
him,  and  in  the  arms  of  a  brave  comrade. 

But  our  success  was  not  without  heavy  loss. 
Our  chivalrous  commander,  Brigadier-General 
D.  W.  Adams,  was  wounded  in  the  charge  of 
the  morning,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
my. Lieutenant^jolonel  R.  W.  Turner,  Nine- 
teenth Louisiana,  was  wounded,  and  thq  brave 
Major  Loudon  Butler,  of  the  same  regiment, 
breathed  his  last  at  tne  head  of  his  regiment 
Of  General  Adams'  staff,  I  am  indebted  for  val- 
uable services  to  John  W.  Labouisse,  A.  I.  G., 
who  was  ever  prompt  and  efficient,  and  to  lieu- 
tenants E.  M.  Scott  and  G.  S.  Yerger,  likewise, 
for  zeal  and  bravery.  Nor  should  I  omit  to  pay 
a  special  tribute  to  the  soldierly  bearing  of 
Lieutenant  S.  L.  Ware.  He  is  entitled  to  much 
credit  for  his  conspicuous  ^aUantry.  The  gal- 
lant Adjutant^enend,  Oaptam  E.  P.  Guillet,  was 
already  wounded.  Major  M.  Hanly,  A.  Q.  M., 
and  Major  W.  V.  Crouch,  A.  C.  S.,  have,  through- 
out the  campaign,  discharged  their  duties  with 
fidelity  and  promptness. 

The  brigade  entered  the  action  with  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  officers,  and  lost  in  killed  and 
wounded  thirty-three ;  with  twelve  hundred  en- 
listed men,  and  lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  three  hundred  and  ninety-six.  It  drove 
the  enemy  from  two  batteries  which  fell  within 
our  lines,  only  six  gxms  of  which,  however, 
upon  investigation,  were  positively  taken  by 
officers  of  the  command.  About  six  hundred 
prisoners  were  likewise  captured  during  the 
battle.  It  only- ceased  the  pursuit  6{  the  enemy 
at  night  and  under  orders.  One  hour  more  of 
daylight  had  added  largely  to  our  captures. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 
R.  L.  Gibson, 

Colon«I,  commandini^ 
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Report  of  the  EffecUve  Sttength  of  the  several  Regimente  compowng  Adame'  Brigade,  carried 

irUo  the  Battle  of  Ghickamanga,  on  each  day  of  ihe  battle. 


OomuHD. 


18th  aad  20th  Loaislana  regiment,. 
16th  and  26th  Loaislana  regiment,. 

19th  Louisiana  regiment, 

Austia's  battalion , 

fi2d  Alabama  regiment, 

Blocomb'a  battery, 


Total,, 


Nami  ov  GomuKDn. 


OOlonel  Leon  Yon  Zlnken,, 

Cbionel  D.  Gober, 

Ueut.-OoL  R.  W.  Turner,. 

Mi^or  T.  S.  Austin, 

Mi^JorT.C.  Kimball,....,. 
Cbptain  C  H.  Slooomb, . . . 


l^EB  Skprmbbl 


a 


120 


120 


i 
& 


126 


126 


20iH 


B 


84 
26 
83 

0 
18 

6 


rl26 


I 

1 


398 
817 
00 
187 
107 


1,188 


a 


319 
850 
60 
145 
112 


1,814 


The  Infkntry  of  this  brigade  was  not  engaged  in  the  battle  of  September  10th. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  B.  KELLY,  OOMMANDIKQ  BRIGADE. 


Hbadquabrrs  Tdrd  RMflinK,  Pmstos's  Dinsiov, 
Ik  IBB  Fbu)  vaotmsQ  CBATCANooaA 
September  25,  1868 


orr,) 


Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing as  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  bri- 
gade under  my  command  in  the  battle  of  tlio 
nineteenth  and  twentieth  instant : 

The  night  of  the  eighteenth  instant  I  bivou- 
acked, with  three  regiments  of  the  brigade  (the 
Sixty-third  Virginia,  Major  French  command- 
ing, having  been  detached  the  day  before  as  a 
guard  to  the  division  ordnance  train),  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Ohickamauga.  At  daylight, 
on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  I  was  ordered 
to  cross  the  Chickamauga  at  Dalton's  Ford,  and 
at  about  eight  o'clock  I  formed  lino  of  battle  in 
a  com  field,  on  the  left  of  Brown's  brigade,  Stew- 
art's division,  and  three  hundred  yards  in  rear 
of  Grade's  brigade,  the  Fifty-eightii  North  Car- 
olina, Colonel  ff.!B.  Palmer  commanding,  forming 
the  right ;  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  Colonel  fl.  Haw- 
kins commanding,  the  left,  and  the  Sixty-fifth 
Georgia,  Colonel  Moore  commanding,  the  centre 
of  my  line.  Here  the  brigade  was  subjected  to 
a  brisk  cannonade  from  uie  enemy's  batteries. 
At  about  eleven  o'clock  I  was  ordered  to  move 
by  the  right  flank  about  four  hundred  yards, 
when  I  again  formed  line  of  battle,  and  remained 
in  position  during  the  remainder  of  the  night 
and  day,  being  occasionally  shelled.  At  mis 
point  the  Sixty-Third  Virginia,  less  two  compa- 
nies detached  as  guard  for  division  ordnance 
train,  reported  to  the  command  at  about  three 
o'clock  p.  M. 

At  about  seven  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the 
twentieth  instant,  the  brigade  was  moved  by  the 
left  flank  about  three  hun(bred  yards  and  posted 
on  an  eminence,  as  a  support  to  three  batteries 
of  Major  Leyden's  battalion  of  artillery.    From 


R.  L.  Gibbon, 

Oolonel,  commanding. 


this  position  I  threw  out  four  companies  of  skir- 
mishers, in  charge  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  E^i- 
mund  Kirby,  Fif^^-eighth  North  Carolina.  He 
moved  tp  the  fiont  and  left,  and  reported  the 
enemy  moving  to  the  right  At  one  o'clock  I 
was  ordered  to  leave  the  Sixty^tii  Georgia  as 
a  support  to  the  above-named  batteries,  and  move 
by  the  right  flank  and  form  line  of  battie  five 
hundred  yards  in  rear  of  Gracie's  brigade  and 
conform  to  its  movements.  While  the  line  of 
battle  was  in  process  of  formation,  I  discovered 
that  Gracie's  brigade  was  moving  by  the  right 
flank  on  the  Chattanooga  road.  1  therefore 
moved  by  the  right  flank  five  hundred  yards  to 
the  right  of  that  road  and  parallel  with  it  After 
marchii^  in  this  direction  about  one  and  a  half 
miles,  I  was  halted  and  ordered  to  form  line  of 
battle  to  resist  an  attack  from  the  front  or  the 
left  flank.  This  disposition  was  made,  and  I 
remained  in  position  until  about  half-past  three 
o'clock  P.M. — the  enemy  meanwhile  actively 
shelling  me.  At  this  time  I  was  ordered  to  move 
by  the  left  flank,  and,  having  marched  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile,  I  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  left 
of  Gracie's  brigade.  While  this  was  being  exe- 
cuted I  was  ordered  to  make  an  oblique  change  of 
direction  to  the  right  and  to  advance.  I  bad  ad- 
vanced but  a  short  distance  when  I  was  subjected 
to  the  enemy's  fire.  The  enemv  was  posted  on  a 
heavily  wooded  ridge,  from  which  he  had  sev- 
eral times  repulsed  other  troops  of  our  army. 
The  approach  to  him  was  over  a  succession  of 
hills,  with  intervening  depressions,  each  hill  to 
the  front  being  somewhat  more  elevated.  The 
brigade,  under  fire  of  the  enemy,  moved  steadilv 
to  the  front  three  or  four  hundred  yards,  hold- 
ing its  fire  imtil  within  very  short  range  of  the 
enemy,  the  right  being  no  more  than  fifteen  or 
twenty,  the  centre  about  forty,  and  the  left  about 
sixty  yards  distant,  when  our  first  fire  was  de- 
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livered.  After  a  desperately  contested  6ght  of 
half  an  hour,  I  succeeded  in  gaming  the  hiU. 
from  which  ih*i  enemy  made  three  unsuccessfuJ 
attempts  to  dislodge  me  by  assault  However, 
owing  to  the  conformation  of  the  ground,  the 
Fifty-eighth  North  Carolina  was  exposed  to  a 
galling  nre  from  the  front  and  both  flanks,  and, 
after  losing  about  half  its  numbers,  was  com- 
pelled to  fafi  back  to  a  position  of  greater  security. 
Jiist  before  tiiis  falling  back,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Edmund  Kirby,  gallantly  cheering  his  men,  fell, 
pierced  by  four  bullets — ^Major  Bula  halving 
been  wounded  early  in  the  engagement  At 
this  juncture  I  was  indebted  to  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Anderson  for  a  reinforcement  of  one  regi- 
ment from  his  command.  Colonel  Palmer,  the 
only  field  officer  with  the  regiment,  was  here 
wounded,  but  still  continued  in  command. 
After  exchanging  fires  with  the  enemy  for 
about  an  hour  and  a  half,  I  determined  to  at- 
tempt to  dislodge  him  by  assault,  and  for  this 
purpose  transferred  the  Fifty-eighth  North 
Carolina  from  the  right  to  the  left  of  my  line 
and  moved  forward,  swinging  somewhat  to  the 
right.  When  I  arrived  at  the  base  of  the  hill,  the 
enemy  was  heard  to  cry, "  We  surrender,  we  sur- 
render." I  immediately  stepped  to  the  front, 
my  horse  haying  been  previously  killed,  and 
called  upon  the  officer  who  seemed  to  be  in 
command,  and  demanded  that  if  he  proposed  to 
surrender  he  should  lay  down  his  arms.  He 
came  to  the  front  and  said,  "  Wait  a  minute." 
I  replied,  "No,  sir;  lay  down  your  arms  in- 
Btaiitiy,  or  I  will  fire  upon  you,"  and  turned  to 
my  command ;  but  before  I  could  give  the  com- 
mand "  ready,"  he  poured  upon  it  a  terrific  fire, 
which,  on  account  of  its  suadenness,  threw  the 
brigade  for  the  instant  into  confusion,  but  it 
rallied  and  was  re-formed  within  thirty  yards  of 
this  position.  I  am  confident  that  the  enemy 
intended  to  surrender,  and  that  his  fire  was 
drawn  by  an  imauthorized  shot  from  his  ranks. 
Finding  that  my  ammunition  was  almost  ex- 
haustea,  I  sent  to  the  rear  for  reinforcements  or 
a  supply  of  ammunition.  At  this  juncture  I 
met  Colonel  Trigg,  c6mmanding  brigade,  and 
informed  him  of  the  position  of  the  enemy, 
asking  him.  at  the  same  time,  to  co-operate  with 
me  in  his  capture.  He  agreed,  and  formed  his 
line  on  my  left,  with  the  intention  of  swinging 
the  whole  force  to  the  right  Just  as  the  move- 
ment was  begun,  I  was  notified  by  one  of  his 
staff  that  the  Brigadier-General  commanding 
division  wished  to  see  me,  and  I  repaired  at 
once  to  where  he  was  stationed  in  the  field. 
During  this  temporary  absence  the  enemy  sur- 
rendered to  Colonel  Trigg.  Inmiediately  after 
the  surrender,  a  force,  supposed  to  be  of  the 
enemy,  opened  a  heavy  fire,  which  created  con- 
siderable confusion,  in  which  a  large  number  of 
the  enemy  were  making  off.  Colonel  H.  Haw- 1 
kins,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  here  captured  two  ! 
hundred  and  forty-nine  prisoners,  including  two  , 
Colonels,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  a  number 
of  company  officers.  About  this  time  I  rejoined 
the  command,  and  turned  over  to  Lieutenant- 


Colonel  Wade,  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Virginia,  to 
be  taken  to  tiie  rear,  my  prisoners,  except  the 
three  field  officers,  who  were  sent  to  division 
headquarters  in  charge  of  one  of  my  staff.  The 
night  bein^  far  advanced,  I  made  arrangements 
to  replenish  my  supply  of  ammunition,  and  went 
into  bivouac  on  the  nill  which  the  brigade  had 
so  gallantly  won. 

It  woula  not  be  proper  for  me  to  close  this 
report  without  tendering  my  thanks  to  the 
members  of  my  staff  and  the  officers  command- 
ing the  regiments  for  valuable  assistance  ren- 
dered in  handling  the  troops,  and  bearing  testi- 
mony to  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
men  composing  the  command.  It  was  Hie  first 
time  that  most  of  them  had  ever  been  under 
fire,  yet  they  acted  with  the  coolness  and  cour- 
age of  veterans.  Fighting  against  a  superior 
force,  posted  in  an  apparently  impregnable  posi- 
tion, uey  moved  steadily  forward,  beat  and 
captured  the  enemy,  and  slept  in  his*  strong 
place.  When  all  dia  their  duty  so  well,  it  seems 
almost  invidious  to  make  particular  mention  of 
any  one ;  yet  I  must  be  allowed  to  speak  of 
the  gallant  conduct  of  LieutenantX;olonel  E. 
Kirby,  Fifty-eighth  North  Carolina ;  Oiptain  C. 
H.  Lynch,  Sixty-third  Virginia ;  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel G.  W.  Connor,  Major  William  M3n[diier  and 
Adjutant  Thomas  H.  B.  Cork,  Fifth  Kentucky, 
and  especially  Captain  J.  Desha,  Fifth  Kentucky, 
who,  although  painfully  and  severely  wounded 
early  in  the  action,  remained  at  ihe  head  of  his 
company  until  the  enemy  was  defeated. 

I  took  into  the  fight  an  aggregate  of  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-two,  and  lost,  in  killed  and 
wounded,  three  hundred  and  three,  and  twenty- 
six  missine. 

1  have  me  honor  to  be, 

.  Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  H.  Kellt, 

Oolonel,  oommanding  Brigade. 
BEPORT  OF  OOLONEL  B.  a  TRIGG,  OOMMANDING  BRIGADE. 

HXADQUABISRS  TUGO'S  BtOOAOB,  \ 

September  26, 1603.        j 

Captain  J.  L.  Sandfordf  Aasistant  AdjtUani- 

wnoral: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  borne  by  my  brigade 
in  the  battles  of  the  Chickamauga,  on  the  nine- 
teenth and  twentieth  instant : 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Preston,  com- 
manding division,!  crossed  the  Chickamauga, 
at  early  dawn,  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth, 
and  formed  line  of  battle  near  Hunt's  house,  on 
the  prolongation  of  Brigadier-General  Bate's 
line.  Whilst  occupying  this  position  the  enemy 
tiirew  shot  and  shell  into  my  lines  from  a  bat- 
tery on  the  right  The  Sixth  regiment  Florida 
volunteers  (Colonel  Findley)  lost  one  lieutenant, 
one  sergeant,  and  one  private  killed,  and  two 
privates  wounded.  I  promptly  moved  the  bri- 
gade forward  so  as  to  get  the  cover  afforded  by 
the  opposite  hiUs. 

About  twelve  o'clock  m.,  by  direction  of  Bri- 
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gadier-Qeneral  Preston,  I  moved  my  brigade  by 
the  right  flank  and  re-formed  on  tibe  crest  of  a 
ridge  about  half  a  mile  north  of  Hunt's  house. 
As  soon  as  the  line  was  formed,  I  deployed  the 
First  regiment   Florida  cavalry  (dismounted), 
Colonel  Maxwell,  as  skirmishers,  three  hundred 
yards  in  advance,  and  covering  the  entire  front 
of   the  brigade.    This  roeimont  soon  became 
engaged  with  the  enemy^  infantry  in  a  com 
field  and  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  field.    It 
kept  up  quite  a  brisk  fire  iot  more  than  two 
hours,  when  the  right  was  driven  in  by  a  de- 
structive fibre  of  grape  and  canister  from  a  bat- 
tery in  the  field.    At  this  time  I  was  ordered  to 
reinforce  General  Hood  and  move  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  firing.    The  firing  was  on  my  right 
I  moved  by  the  right  flanlj^  until  met  by  a  stafif 
officer,  who  came  to  conduct  me  to  the  point 
where  General  Hood  needed  support — the  posi- 
tion held  by  General  Benuings  brigade.     At 
his  instance  I  moved  by  the  front.    Soon  after  I 
was  met  by  another  staff  officer,  who  claimed 
my  support  for  General  Robertson's  brigade.    I 
continued  my  movement  by  the  front  until  I 
came  near  a  com  field,  in  which  the  enemy  had 
a  battery,  protected  by  earthworks,  near  the 
Chattanooga  road,  and  supported  by  a  long  line 
of  infantry  drawn  up  in  the  field,  and  in  rifle- 
pits  and  woods  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  bat- 
teiy.    The  enemy  was  advancing  when  I  first 
discovered  him,  and  had  passed  about  one-tliird 
the  length  of  the  field.    The  troops  that  had 
won  the  wooded  ridp:e  outside  of  the  field,  and 
on  my  right,  were  falling  back  in  some  confu- 
sion.   The  advance  of  the  enemy  and  the  fall- 
iTig  back  of  our  troops  seemed  to  effect  some 
change  in  the  mind  of  the  officer  conducting 
me.    He  requested  mo  to  halt  until  he  could 
learn  precisely  what  x>ositiou  I  was  to  take. 
While  thus  halted  and  under  the  enemj^'s  fire. 
General  Robertson  appeared  and  hurriedly  in- 
forming me  that  his  line  was  very  much  weak- 
ened and  would  be  beaten  back  unless  quickly 
reinforced,  indicated  the  direction  in  which  I 
should  move.    I  obliqued  to  the  right  until  I 
supposed  that  my  right  was  opposite  to  his  left 
This  brought  the  front  of  ray  brigade  to  the 
corn  field  fence.    All   this  while  1  had  been 
Under  a  most  destructive  fire  of  the  enemy's 
artillery,  and,  at  this  time,  he  concentrated  upon 
me  the  fire  of  his  whole  force  in  the  corn  field 
and  in  the  timber  around  it    I  had  not,  as  yet, 
fired  a  single  gun.    I  reserved  my  fire  until  I 
reached  the  fence.    At  the  first  volley  the  ene- 
my broke  in  confusion  to  the  left  and  rear. 
Seeing  his  confusion,  I  ordered  my  brigade  to 
charge  before  he  could  rally.  The  Sixth  Florida 
regiment  gallantly  responded,  leaping  the  fence 
and  dashing  forward  to  the  crest  of  the  ridge, 
forcing  the  enemy's  broken  line  to  seek  me 
nearest  cover  on  the  right,  left,  and  rear.    This  I 
regiment  regained  the  ridge,  which  I  am  in- 1 
formed  was  won  and  lost  more  than  once  diu*- 
ing  the  day,  cleared  the  corn  field  of  all  the  i 
infantry,  drove  nearly  all  the  gunners  from  the 
battery,  and  would  have  certainly  captured  it  but  I 
for  a  lamentable  interference  with  my  conunand. ,' 


When  the  order  to  charge  was  given,  I  was 
on  the  right  with  this  regiment  The  order  was 
not  promptly  conveyed  to  the  uther  regiments 
of^the  brigade,  and  they  failing  to  conform  to 
the  movements  of  the  Sixth  Florida,  it  got  from 
one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  yards  in 
advance.  Having  gained  the  crest  of  the  ridge, 
I  discovered,  for  the  first  time,  that  the  other 
reg:iments  of  the  brigade  were  not  up  with  the 
Sixth  Florida.  I  immediately  started  to  bring 
them  up,  but  had  gone  but  a  short  distance, 
when  I  perceived  them  crossing  the  fence  and 
moving  forward  in  good  order.  I  returned  to 
direct  the  movements  of  the  Sixth  Florida. 
When  these  regiments  had  reached  the  second 
fence,  I  distjovered  that  they  were  being  moved 
by  Brigadier-General  Robertson  across  the  field 
by  the  right  flank  and  in  rear  of  the  Sixth, 
lading  that  this  regiment  would  not  receive 
support  from  the  rest  of  my  brigade,  and  it 
beuig  exposed  to  a  terrible  fire  from  the  front 
and  left  (the  enemy  having  in  part  recovered 
from  his  panic),  I  withdrew  it  below  the  crest 
of  the  ri<fee,  and  unwillingly  relinquished  the 
capture  of  the  battery,  which  a  few  minutes 
before  I  had  regarded  as  almost  accompKsiied 
For  such  was  the  disposition  of  my  brigade 
that  when  the  charge  was  ordered,  two  regi- 
ments and  half  of  another  on  my  left  overlapped 
the  enemy's  battery  and  supports,  and,  when 
witjidrawn  from  the  field,  tney  were  moving 
rapidly  to  turn  his  right  flank.  Night  put  an 
end  to  the  conflict 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  I  formed 
my  -brigade  four  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  uf 
Manigaultls  brigade,  Hindman's  division,  aod 
was  ordered  to  support  him  and  conform  to  his 
movements.  About  twelve  o'clock  m.,  General 
Manigault  moved  forward  in  the  direction  of 
the  Chattanooga  road.  I  followed.  Whenwitliin 
four  hundred  yards  of  the  road,  I  came  up  with 
his  artillery,  which  had  halted,  and  met  a  good 
many  stragglers  from  his  brigade.  I  rode  for- 
ward to  the  road  and  found  some  confusioa 
in  the  brigade.  I  informed  an  officer  of  Gen- 
eral Manigault  s  staff  that  I  was  there  to  sup- 
port him  and  ready  to  render  the  support  at 
any  moment 

About  this  time  I  learned  from  an  officer  of 
General  Hindman's  staff,  that  the  left  of  Hind- 
mand's  division  was  threatened  and  would  be 
turned  unless  quickly  supported  (the  left  of  that 
division  having  been  supported  un  to  that  time 
by  Manigault's  brigade).  I  movea  my  brigade 
to  the  Chattanooga  road  in  double-quick  time, 
passing  General  Manigault's  brigade  and  t^iiig 
the  front  The  position  of  thq  enemy  being  in- 
dicated to  me,  I  disposed  of  the  troops  of  my 
command  with  a  view  to  offensive  movements 
and  ordered  the  battery  assigned  me  (Captain 
Peoples,  Ninth  Greorgia  battaUon)  to  take  posi- 
tion and  open  fire  upon  the  enemy.  The  enemy 
failing  to  respond,  after  several  rounds,  and  it 
being  evident  that  he  had  withdrawn  from  that 
part  of  the  field,  I  ordered  the  firing  to  cease 
and  proposed  to  advance,  when  I  received  orders 
from  General  Buckner  to  move  down  the  Chat- 
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tanooga  road  and  stipport  Williams'  battalion  of 
artillery. 

Having  remained  in  support  of  this  artillery 
until  half-past  two  o'cIock  p.  m.,  I  was  ordered 
by  General  Buckner  to  move  back  on  the  Chat- 
tanooga road,  with  two  of  my  regiments  and  one 
piece  of  artiUery,and  select  a  favorable  position 
to  resist  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which,  it  was  un- 
derstood, had  passed  to  our  rear,  and  was  moving 
on  that  road.  Whilst  engaged  in  the  discharge 
of  this  duty,  with  the  First  Florida  ^dismounted) 
cavaliy  and  Seventh  regiment  Floriaa  volunteers 
(Colonel  Bullock)  and  one  piece  of  artilleiy,  an 
order  from  General  Buckner  directed  me  to 
withdraw  one  regiment  and  rejoin  the  division. 
I  withdrew  the  fevenlh  Florida,  but  had  hardly 
put  it  in  motion  when  I  received  from  General 
Preston  a  pressing  order  to  move  rapidly  to  the 
support  of  the  (yOier  brigades  of  his  division 
(Grade's  and  Kelly's). 

The  cavalry  whose  movements  I  had  been 
sent  to  opppose  having  proved  to  be  our  own, 
I  took  the  responsibihty  of  ordering  the  other 
regiment  and  the  piece  of  artillery  to  follow, 
and  communicated  me  facts  to  General  Buckner 
as  I  passed  along.  The  Sixth  Florida  and  Fifty- 
fotirth  Virginia  regiments  had  been  already  put 
in  motion  by  Colonel  Findlev,  senior  Colonel. 
The  battle  was  raging  furiously  when  I  arrived 
with  the  Seventh  Iiorida  regiment,  which  I 
formed  on  the  left  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Virginia, 
which,  with  the  Sixth  Floriaa  regiment,  was 
already  formed  on  the  left  of  Kelly's  brigade. 
[The  First  Florida  ^dismounted)  regiment,  on 
the  way  to  join  the  origade,  was  detached  by 
order  of  General  Preston  and  sent  )o  the  sup- 
port of  General  Grade's  brigade].  Without 
wavering  or  faltering,  these  two  brigades— 
marching  over  some  of  our  *own  troops,  who 
were  lymg*  down — drove  the  enemy  steadily 
before  them,  until  his  right  was  forced  from  its 
strong  position,  on  rough,  broken  ground,  heavUv 
timbered.  Driven  from  this  position,  he  fell 
back  upon  a  second  line  of  ridges,  running  per- 
pendicular to  the  Chattanooga  road,  which  was 
already  held  by  a  strong  force  and  protected  by 
breastworks.  When  near  the  base  of  this  rid^e, 
I  learned  from  Colonel  Kelly  the  precise  localitv 
pf  the  enemy,  and  immediately  determined,  with 
him,  to  attempt  the  capture  of  that  part  of  his 
force  in  my  front,  my  position  being  particularly 
favorable  for  the  attamment  of  this  end.  I  im- 
mediately wheeled  my  brigade  to  the  right, 
which  brought  me  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  and 
moved  rapidly  up  the  hill  to  within  twenty 

Eaces  of  his  unes.  This  movement  surprised 
im  and  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Mich^n,  the  Eighth-ninth  Ohio,  and 
part  of  the  Twenty-first  Omo  regiments,  five 
stands  of  colors,  and  over  one  thousand  five 
hxmdred  small  arms,  of  the  latest  and  most  ap- 
proved pattern. 

Darkness  having  fallen,  and  the  enemy  having 
withdrawn  from  his   position  on  my  left,  no 
further  movement  was  attempted. 
Before  beginning  the  movement  last  alluded 


to,  I  requested  two  brigades,  which  were  in  my 
rear,  to  form,  on  my  left  and  co-operate  with  me. 
They  declined,  for  the  want  of  ammuni  tion.  It  is 
greatly  to  be  regretted  that  they  were  not  in  a 
condition  to  give  me  assistance.  Had  they 
formed  on  my  left,  our  line  would  have  extendea 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  to  the  Chattanoo^  road, 
and  being  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  all  his  forces 
occupying  the  ridge  would  have  been  completely 
cut  o£ 

Where  every  officer  and  man  did  his  whole 
duty,  spedal  mention  cannot  be  made. 

The  fortune  of  war  threw  the  Sixth  Florida 
regiment  into  the  post  of  danger,  and  upon  them 
fell  the  heaviest  loss,  and  proved  them  "  vet- 
erans in  their  first  fight."  Their  conmianding 
officer  is  proud  to  render  to  them  this  just 
tribute  of  praise,  and  he  is  also  proud  to  express 
his  conviction  that  each  other  regiment  of  his 
brigade  is  worthy  of,  and,  had  circumstances 
allowed,  would  have  won  equal  commendation. 
It  is  simple  justice  to  my  command  to  say  that 
it  beat  the  enemy  everywhere  it  foimd  him,  and 
carried  every  position  which  it  assaulted. 

I  take  pleasiure  in  mentioning  the  following 
named  soldiers,  who  have  distlDguished  them- 
selves by  the  capture,  eadi,  of  a  stand  of  the 
enemy's  colors : 

Sergeant  L.  E.  Timmons,  Company  I,  Seventh 
regiment  Florida  volunteers,  cantured  the  regi- 
mental flag  of  the  Twenty-first  Ohio  regiment 

Private  Oscar  F.  Honaiker,  Company  F,  Fifty- 
fourth  Virginia  regiment,  captured  the  regi- 
mental flag  of  the  Twenty-second  Michigan 
regiment 

Private  W.  F.  Harris,  Company  F,  Fifty-fourth 
Virginia  regiment,  captured  the  State  fla^  of  the 
Twenty-second  Michigan  regiment 

Private  Henderson  Hylton,  Company  A,  Fifty- 
fourth  Virginia  regiment,  captured  the  regi- 
mental flag  of  the  Sghty-ninth  Ohio  regiment 

Private  Franklin  Carter,  Company  K,  Fifty- 
foiu-th  Virginia  regiment,  captured  the  State  flag 
of  the  Twenty-first  Ohio  regiment 

Li  this  connection,  I  deem  it  proper  to  state 
that  private  J.  H.  M.  Moseley,  Captain  Hays' 
company,  Sixth  regiment  Florida  volunteers, 
captured  a  stand  of  colors,  and,  while  guarding 
prisoners  to  the  rear,  he  passed  a  small  party  of 
men,  who  claimed  them.  Being  unable  to  dis- 
tinguish these  men  in  the  dark,  and  supposing 
them  to  be  a  squad  detailed  by  me  to  receive 
the  captured  colors,  he  gave  them  up.  These 
colors  have  not  been  heard  of  since.  I  have  no 
doubt  of*  the  truth  of  private  Moseley 's  state- 
ment It  is  corroborated  by  other  evidence. 
These  colors  were  doubtless  turned  over  to  men 
of  another  command,  and  sent  in  to  headquarters 
ajB  captured  by  them. 

Appended  is  a  statement  of  the  kiUed,  wound- 
ed and  missing  of  my  brigade. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RoBKBT  C.  Tbioo, 
Colonel,  commanding  ftlgiule,  Preston't  Divtolon,  Backner*! 

OOfpB. 
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BEPORI  OF  CAFtAHf  GHARLSS  SWETT,  AGIINa 

AEIILLEKY. 


AmuJoiT  EsrcAicpxsifT, 


OF 


r,  LroDBLL*!  BUOAOI,  > 

6otob«-  7,  IMS.        / 

Captain  8.  A.   WilHams,   AssisicaU  Acfjukmt- 

Oeneral: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ine  report  of  the  action  of  the  artillery  of  Lid- 
dell's  division,  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  on 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  September,  and 
also  in  the  affair  of  the  eighteenth  ultimo : 

On  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth  of  Septem- 
ber, orders  were  received  to  be  in  readiness  for 
an  early  movement,  and,  at  three  p.  m.,  LiddeD's 
division  left  Lafayette  and  moved  toward  the 
enemy  in  the  direction  of  Ghattanooea. 

At  nine  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  eight- 
eenth, the  command  reached  a  point  on  Ghicka- 
mauga  Creek,  near  Alexanders  Bridge;  but 
finding  it  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  line  of 
battie  was  formed,  and  an  advance  made,  in 
order  to  dislodge  them.  The  enemy  had  but 
one  batteiy.,  which  was  posted  near  a  house  on 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  creek,  and  which  fired 
upon  our  skirmishers,  a  few  shots  passing  over 
the  line.  Fowler's  battery  was  moved  to  the 
front,  and  placed  in  position  near  the  road,  and 
on  the  edge  of  a  cultivated  field,  from  which 
place  a  section  of  his  guns  were  ordered  some 
three  hundred  yards  further  to  the  front  by 
General  Liddell,  but  do  not  think  he  fired  from 
the  place  designated.  The  battery  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Shannon  was  ordered  to  the 
right  of  Waltlutll's  brigade,  to  a  position  com- 
manding the  one  occupied  by  the  Federal 
battery.  After  firing  a  few  rounds  the  enemy 
disappeared,  as  our  fire  was  not  returned,  nor 
were  they  again  seen  at  this  place.  The  fire  of 
our  battery  was  ordered  to  cease,  and  the  com- 
mand moved  forward,  crossing  the  Chickamauga 
at  Byron's  Ford,  and  camping  for  the  night  one 
mile  from  that  stream. 

On  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  the  com- 
mand moved  at  an  early  hour  and  formed  line  of 
battle  a  mile  distant  from  our  camp  of  the  pre- 
vious night,  and  advanced  to  the  support  of 
Ector's  brigade,  which  was  then  engaging  the 
enemy.  The  Washineton  light  artillery  followed 
Liddell*s  brig^e,  and  a  pomon  of  Fowler's  bat- 
tery following  Walthall's,  though  neither  battery 
could  be  brought  into  action,  m  consequence  of 
the  rapid  advance  of  Ihe  command,  and  of  the 
character  of  the  ground  over  which  we  were 
moving.  At  this  place  a  flank  moven^ent  of  the 
enemy  caused  the  division  to  fall  back,  though 
Lieutenant  Shannon  succeeded  in  firing  a  few 
rounds  on  retiring,  in  order  to  check  the  enemy ; 
but  Fowler's  battery  could  not  be  brought  into 
action  (though  it  was  twice  halted  by  myself  for 
that  purpose),  as  the  enemy  would  have  sur- 
rounded and  captured  the  guns  had  they  been 
unlimbered.  From  this  position  the  division 
moved  to  the  right  near  a  mile  distant,  and 
formed  line  perpendicular  to  the  formation  of 
the  morning.  From  this  point  the  command  ad- 
vanced with  the  Washington  light  artillery,  on 


tiie  right  of  Liddell's  brigade,  it  beipg  the  in- 
tention to  have  Fowler's  battery  follow  on  the 
left  of  Walthall.    Ab  the  division  moved,  a  Par- 
rott  battery  opened  upon  our  line,  but  a  few 
well-directed  shots  from  Fowler's  batteiy  eilbor 
caused  it  to  change  position  or  to  retjre,  as  it 
did  not  again  open.    The  division  advanced  but 
a  few  hundred  yards,  when  it  retired  to  the 
base  of  an  inclination  that  it  had  nearly  gained 
the  summit  of,  which  movement  was,  iu  a  meas- 
ure, owing  to  a  battery  firing  over  our  line  from 
the  rear,  and  .which  was  connected  with  For- 
rest's command.    Before  the  division  retired,  I 
moved  to  the  front  and  left,  to  secure  a  position 
for  Fowler's  battery,  and,  while  gone,  Captain 
F.  permitted  one  of  his  Lieutenants  to  move 
witn  the  brigade  to  which  he  is  attached,  with 
the  section  under  his  command,  which  resulted 
in  the  loss  of  one  Napoleon  gmi  and  fourteen 
horses,  though  the  gun  was  subsequently  re- 
taken. The  Washington  light  artillery  was  taken 
at  dusk  to  a  position  in  the  rear  and  to  the  right 
of  Cleburne's  division,  where  for  about  half  an 
hour  we  shelled  the  enemy's  rear.    A  caisson 
and  three  limbers  were  taken  from  the  field  on 
the  return  of  the  battery  to  oiur  Une,  and   a 
James  rifle  gun  and  limber  was  hauled  to  the 
company  by  hand  and  turned  over  to  Lieuten- 
ant Shannon,  by  members  of  the  brigade.    The 
division  remained  in  this  position  tfll  ^e  fol- 
lowing morning,  when  it  was  moved  by  tiie  left 
flank  about  one  mile,  and  afterwards  two  miles 
to  the  right,  to  a  position  in  Ihe  rear  and  to 
the  right  of  Oen^td  Breckinridge,  who  was 
then  engaging   the  enemy.    The  division  re- 
mained here  till  ten  a.  h.,  when  it  was  ordered 
forward  to  the  support  of  General  Breckinride. 
On  reaching  the  rear  of  General  Breckinridge's 
command,  it   was  found  to   be  falling   back, 
though  repeatedly  rallied  and  renewed  the  con- 
test   The  artillery  was  ordered  into  position  in 
rear  of  the  line,  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
fronting  the  west,  which  position  we  were  or- 
dered to  defend ;  but  did  not  find  it  necessary 
to  fire.    Fowler's  battery  was  here  moved  for- 
ward and  an  effort  made  to  gain  a  position  od 
the  right  of  our  line,  which  could  not  be  done 
in  consequence  of  the  infantry  continually  giv- 
ing way.    We  remained  here  till  half  past  four 
p.  M.,  when  we  moved  against  the  enemy,  the 
artillery  following  by  the  road,  and  asoending  a 
hill  and  taking  position  in  an  orchard  near  Mc- 
Donald's house,  and  on  the  right  of  the  divis- 
ion, we  succeeded  in  getting  seven  guns  in  po- 
sition and  engaged  a  Jrarrott  battery  of  the  en- 
emy, distant  about  eight  hundred  yards,  but  had 
no  sooner  opened  than  we  were  fired  upon  by 
a  masked  battery,  two  hundred  yards  from  oar 
right  flank,  and  bv  one  one  thousand  yards  from 
and  south-west  of  us,  and  by  another  on  the  left 
flank  of  Liddell's  bri^de.    The  effect  of  onr 
fire  was  very  destructive  to  the  enemy,  but  we 
were  forced  to  leave  the  ground,  as  the  advance 
of  a  line  of  the  enemy  at  a  double^uiok  on  the 
left  flank  of  Liddell's  brigade,  together  with  th^ 
artillery -fire  made  the  position  untenable.    The 
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order  was  given  to  Ihe  artillerpr  not  to  retire  till 
Ae  kst  moment,  nor  nntQ  the  mfantry  had  fallen 
back.  The  artillery  reached  the  base  of  the 
hill,  when,  being  flaiiked  by  the  Federals  and  a 
horse  shot  down  in  a  gun  of  both  Fowler's  bat- 
tery and  the  Washington  light  artilleir  com- 
pany, lieutenant  Shannon  caJQed  upon  Captain 
Fletcher,  of  the  Thirteenth  Arkansas,  who  ral- 
lied a  few  men  and  secured  both  pieces,  which 
were  soon  afterwards  taken  to  the  rear. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-first,  a  gun  was 
ordered  by  Greneral  Liddell  to  the  i>osition  occu- 
pied by  us  on  the  previous  evening,  and  soon 
afterwards  both  Fowler's  batteiy  and  the 
Washington  light  artillery  were  ordered  to  the 
same  place.  It  soon  being  discovered  we  had 
no  enemy  in  our  front,  the  command  moved  on 
the  Lafayette  and  Chattanooga  road  in  the  di- 
rection of  tiie  latter  place.  A  r^ort  of  the 
casualties  in  the  artillery  of  the  mvision  has 
been  forwarded. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chables  Swbtt, 
(kptain  and  Acting  Qii«f  of  Artillery,  UAdtiWu  Dtytolcn. 
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THE  BATTLE  OF  STONE  BIVEB.* 

MAJORrOENERAL  lloCX)OK'8  HEPOBT. 

BliJMIUASTBSS  BlGBT  WOiO  FOLRIEMIH  ABXT  CI0BF8,1 

Iv  Caxp  Two  and  a  bax^  Uiubi  South  or  v 

MLHimuBMOBO,  TBcnBBBBB,  Jawury  8,  IMS.  j 

Mq}ar  C.  Ghddard,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Majob  :  In  compliance  with  telegraphic  orders 
from  the  General  commanding,  received  at  my 
camp  on  Mill  Creek,  five  miles  south  of  Nash- 
ville, at  half-past  four  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  tiie  twenty-sixth  of  December,  1862,  I 
pot  the  right  wing  of  the  Fourteenth  army  corps 
in  motion  toward  Nolensville,  Tennessee. 

The  First  division,  Brigadier-General  Jeff.  C. 
Davis  commanding,  marched  at  six  a.  m.,  upon 
the  Edmonson  pike,  with  orders  to  move  upon 
that  road  to  Prim's  blacksmith's  shop,  whence 
it  was  to  march  direct,  by  a  country  road,  to 
Nolensville. 

The  Third  division,  Brigadier-General  Philip 
H.  Sheridan  commanaing,  also  marched  at  six 
A.  H.,  and  upon  the  direct  road  to  Nolensville. 

The  Second  division,  Brigadier-CJeneral  R.  W. 
Johnson  commanding  (the  reserve  of  the  right 
wing),  followed  the  Third  division  upon  the 
direct  road. 

Tho  advance  guard  of  Grenerals  Davis'  and 
Sheridan's  columns,  encountered  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry about  two  miles  beyond  our  picket  line. 
There  was  continuous  skirmishing  with  the 
enemy  until  the  heads  of  these  colunms  reached 
Nolensville. 

About  a  mile  beyond  the  town,  the  enemy 
made  a  determined  stand  in  a  defile  and  upon  a 
range  of  hills  that  cross  the  turnpike  at  this 
point,  lining  the  slopes  with  skirmishers  and 
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placing  a  six-gun  battery  on  a  commanding  posi- 
tion, endeavoriii^  to  repel  our  advance.  , 

They  were  attecked  in  front  and  their  posi- 
tion handsomely  turned,  by  Greneral  (Colonel) 
Carlin's  brigade  of  Davis'  division,  c^turing 
one  piece  of  their  artillery  and  several  pris- 
oners. After  taking  possession  of  the  defile 
and  hills,  the  command  was  encamped. 

On  the  night  of  this  day,  I  was  visited  by 
the  General  commanding,  who  ^ve  me  verbal 
orders  to  move  forwanl  in  the  morning  to 
Triune,  seven  miles  distant,  and  attack  Hardee's 
corps,  supposed  to  be  quartered  at  that  place. 
At  this  place  I  was  joined  by  Brigadier-General 
D.  S.  Stanley,  Chief  of  Cavalry,  with  the  First 
and  Second  Tennessee  regiments  and  Fifteenth 
Pennsylvania  cavahy. 

Preparations  were  made  to  move  forward  at 
daylignt,  the  cavalry  under  General  Stanley  in 
advance,  followed  by  the  Second  division  under 
General  Johnson. 

It  havine  rained  all  the  day  previous  and  the 
entire  night,  there  was  a  deep  fog,  which  pre- 
vented our  seeing  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
in  any  direction. 

The  columns  having  moved  about  two  miles 
to  the  front,  they  again  encountered  tlie  enemy, 
consisting  of  cavalrv,  infiEmtry,  and  artillery. 
The  fog  at  this  time  being  so  thick  that  friend 
could  not  be  distinguished  from  foe,  and  our 
cavalry  being  fired  upon  by  oiu:  infantry  skir- 
mishers on  the  flanks — ^the  enemy  being  con- 
versant with  the  ground,  my  troops  strangers  to 
it,  and,  from  prisoners  captured,  naving  learned 
that  Hardee's  corps  had  been  in  line  of  battie 
since  night  before.  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to 
advance  until  the  fog  lifted.  I  ordered  the  com- 
mand to  halt  until  the  work  could  be  done 
understandingly.  The  fog  having  lifted  at  one 
o'clock  p.  M.,  an  advance  was  immediately 
ordered,  driving  the  enemy's  cavalry  before  us. 

On  nearing  Triune,  we  found  that  the  main 
portion  of  the  forces  had  retired,  leaving  a  bat- 
tery of  six  pieces,  supported  by  cavalry,  to 
contest  the  crossine  or  Wilson's  Creek,  which 
has  steep  and  bluff  banks. 

The  enemy  having  destroyed  the  bridee,  it 
was  wit^  difficulty  that  it  could  be  crossed. '  On 
the  approach  of  our  skirmishers,  the  battery, 
witii  the  cavalry,  took  flight  down  the  Eagles- 
ville  road.  It  now  being  nearly  dark,  and  a 
severe  and  driving  rain-storm  blowing,  they 
were  pursued  no  further. 

Johnson's  division  crossed,  and  camped  be- 
vond  Wilson's  Creek,  repairing  the  destroyed 
bridge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth,  I  or- 
dered out  a  strong  recoxmoissance,  under  com- 
mand of  Brigadier-General  WiUich,  to  leam 
whether  the  enemy  had  retired  to  Shelbyville 
or  Murfreesboro.  Pursuing  seven  miles  down 
the  ShelbyvUle  road,  it  was  found  that  the 
enemy  had  turned  to  the  left,  having  taken  a 
dirt  road  which  led  to  the  Salem  pike,  thence  to 
Murfreesboro. 

Leaving  the  Second   brigade  of  Johnson's 
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divkion  at  Triune,  I  marched  on  the  twentvHiinth, 
with  my  command,  on  the  Salle  Jack  road, 
toward  Murfreeeboro,  the  road  being  very  bad, 
and  the  command  did  not  reach  Wilkinson's 
Cross-roads  (five  miles  from  Mnrfreesboro)  nntil 
late  in  the  evening. 

My  command  was  encamped  in  line  of  battle, 
Sheridan's  on  the  left  of  Wilkinson's  pike, 
Davis'  division  on  the  right  of  the  same  road, 
Woodmff's  brigade  guarding  the  bridge  over 
Overall's  Greek,  and  me  two  brigades  of  John- 
son's division  watching  the  right 

On  that  evening,  believing  that  the  enemy 
intended  givine  our  army  battle  at  or  near  Mnr- 
freesboro, I  ordered  the  brigade  left  at  Triune 
to  join  the  command  without  delay,  which  it 
did  on  the  thirtieth. 

At  one  o'clock  a.  h.,  on  the  thirtieth,  I  received 
an  order  from  General  Rosecrans  to  report  in 
person  at  his  headquarters,  on  the  Mnrfreesboro 
pike,  and  arrived  there  at  three  and  a  half 
o'clock  A.  H.,  received  m^  instructions,  which 
were  that  the  left  ot  my  hue  should  rest  on  the 
right  of  (General  Negley's  division,  and  my  right 
was  to  be  thrown  forward  until  it  became  paral- 
lel, or  nearly  so,  with  Stone  River,  the  extreme 
right  to  rest  on  or  near  the  Franklin  road. 

My  entire  command  advanced  at  nine  and  a 
half  o'clock,  and  Sheridan's  division  moving 
down  the  Wilkinson  tiumpike,  until  its  advance 
encountered  the  enemy's  pickets. 

The  line  of  battle  was  then  formed,  the  left  of 
Sheridan's  division  resting  upon  the  Wilkinson 
pike,  immediately  upon  Greneral  Negley's  right 
The  remainder  of  Sheridan's  division  was  do- 
ployed  to  the  right,  the  line  running  in  a  south- 
easterly direction.  Davis'  division,  which  had 
ahre«idy  been  deployed,  moved  up,  his  left  rest- 
ing upon  Sheridan's  right,  Johnson's  division 
bemg  held  in  reserve.  Our  front  was  covered 
with  a  strong  line  of  slprmishers,  who  soon  be- 
came sharply  engaged  with  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters and  skirmishers. 

The  line  moved  forward,  but  slowly,  as  the 
enemy  contested  stubbornly  every  inch  of  ground 
gained  by  us.  The  ground  was  very  favorable 
to  them.  They  were  under  cover  of  heavy 
woods  and  cedar  thickets.  At  twelve  o'clock  m. 
on  the  thirtieth,  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Harding 
came  within  our  lines.  From  that  point  I  ascer- 
tained where  the  enemv's  line  of  oattie  was — 
our  skirmishers  being  meq  about  five  hundred 
yards  distant  from  it 

The  right,  under  G^eral  Davis,  moved  hand- 
somely, but  slowly,  into  position,  as  the  ground 
over  which  he  had  to  march  was  hotiy  contested 
by  the  enemy's  skirmishers. 

At  one  o'clock  p.  x.,  word  was  sent  to  General 
D.  S.  Stanley,  Chief  of  Cavah-y,  tiiat  Colonel 
Zahii,  c(Mnmanding  three  regiments  of  cavahry 
on  my  right  flank,  was  hard  pressed  by  a  supe- 
rior force.  I  ordered  one  brigade  of  my  reserve 
division  to  report  to  General  Stanley,  who  con- 
ducted it  to  the  Franklin  road.  On  hu  approach, 
the  enemy  pressing,  Colonel  Zahn  retired,  and  the 
brigade  was  ordered  back  to  its  former  position. 


At  two  o'clock  p.  X.,  a  citizen,  residing  on  the 
Franklin  road,  and  about  half  a  mile  in  front  of 
the  enemy's  Ime  of  battie,  was  put  under  guard 
by  General  Stanley.    He  reported  as  follows : 

"  I  was  up  to  the  enemy's  line  of  battle  twice 
yesterday,  and  once  this  morning,  to  get  some 
stock  taken  from  me.  The  enemy's  troops  are 
posted  in  the  following  manner:  The  right  of 
Cheatham's  division  rests  on  the  Wilkinson  pike. 
Witiiers  is  on  Cheatham's  left,  with  his  left  rest- 
ing on  tiie  Franklin  road.  Hardee's  corps  is 
entirely  beyond  that  road,  his  right  resting  on 
that  road,  and  his  left  extending  toward  the 
Salem  pike." 

This  man  was  immediately  sent  to  the  General 
commanding,  and  subsequentiy  returned  to  me 
with  the  report  that  his  information  had  been 
received. 

I  also  sent  a  report  to  the  General  command- 
ing, by  my  Aid-de-Camp,  Horace  N.  Fisher,  that 
the  right  of  my  line  rested  directiy  in  front  of 
the  enemy's  centre.  This  made  me  anxious  for 
my  right  All  my  division  commanders  were 
immeoiatelT  informed  of  this  fact,  and  two  bri- 
gades of  tne  reserve  division,  commanded  re- 
spectively by  Generals  Willich  and  Kirk,  two  of 
the  best  and  most  experienced  Brigadiers  in  the 
army,  were  ordered  to  the  right  of  the  line,  to 
protect  the  right  flank,  and  guard  against  sur- 
prise there. 

At  six  o'clock  p.  M.,  I  received  an  order  from 
the  General  commanding  to  have  large  and  ex- 
tended camp-fires  built  on  my  right,  to  deceive 
the  enemy,  making  them  believe  we  were  mass- 
ing troops  there.  This  order  was  communicated 
to  General  Stanley,  commanding  cavalry,  and 
carried  into  execution  by  Major  R.  H.  Nodine, 
Twenty-fifth  Illinois,  Engineer  Officer  on  my 
BiaS. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  the  order  of 
battie  was  nearly  parallel  with  that  of  the  enemy, 
my  ri^ht  slightiy  refused,  and  line  of  battle  in 
two  hues. 

Two  brigades  of  the  reserve  reinforced  the 
right  of  the  line,  and  the  Third  brigade  of  the 
reserve  was  posted  in  column  about  eight  hun- 
dred yards  in  rear  of  the  right  On  the  evening 
of  the  thirtieth,  Sheridan's  left  rested  on  the 
Wilkinson  road,  and  on  the  right  of  Neglev'a 
division,  and  the  line  then  ran  in  a  south-easterly 
direction,  through  a  cedar  thicket,  until  General 
Davis'  right  rested  near  the  Franklin  road.  Kirk's 
brigade  was  on  Davis'  right  Willich's  brigade 
flanked  on  a  line  nearly  perpendicular  to  the 
main  line,  forming  a  crochet  to  tiie  rear,  to  avoid 
the  possibilities  of  my  right  being  turned  by 
anytning  like  an  equal  force.  My  line  was  a 
strong  one,  open  ground  in  front  for  a  short  dis- 
tance. My  instructions  for  the  following  day 
were  received  at  about  six  and  a  half  o'clock  p. 
X.  on  the  thirtieth,  which  were  as  foDows : 

*'  Take  strong  position ;  if  the  enemy  attack 
you,  fall  back  slowly,  refusing  your  right,  ci>r- 
testing  the  ground  inch  by  inch.  If  the  enemy 
do  not  attack  you,  you  will  attack  tiiem,  not 
vigorously,  but  warmly.    The  time  of  attack  by 
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you  to  be  designated  by  th^  General  command- 

I  was  also  infonned  that  Crittenden's  corps 
would  move,  siquultaueoiis^  with  my  attadk, 
into  Murfreesboro'. 

Written  instructions  were  sent  by  mo  to  each 
diviBion  commander,  on  the  night  of  the  thir- 
tieth, explaining  to  eadi  what  would  be  required 
of  them  on  the  thirty-first 

At  about  six  and  half  o'clock  on  the  thirty- 
firjst,  a  determined,  heavy  attack  was  made  on 
Kirk's  and  Willich's  brigades,  on  the  extreme 
right  They  were  attacked  by  such  an  over- 
whelming force,  that  they  were  compelled  to  fall 
back. 

Greneral  Kirk  being  seriously  wounded  at  the 
first  fire  upon  his  main  line^  Greneral  WiHich 
having  his  horse  killed  early  m  the  action,  and 
ho  famng  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the  two 
brigades  were  deprived  of  their  immediate  com- 
manders, and  gave  way  in  confusion.  Colonel 
Fost*8  brigade,  on  the  ri^ht  of  Davis'  division, 
and,  in  fact,  my  entire  hue  to  Sheridan's  left, 
was,  almost  simultaneously,  attacked  by  a  heavy 
force  of  the  enemy.  The  attack  in  front  of  Davis 
and  Sheridan  was  repulsed  several  times ;  and 
had  not  the  heavy  attacking  columns  of  the  ene- 
my on  my  right  succeeded  so  well,  my  line  could 
have  been  maintained,  and  the  enemy  driven 
back  to  his  barricades,  which  extended  from  the 
Wilkinson  pike,  with  but  a  short  interval,  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  beyond  the  Franklin  road^ 
General  Sheridan's  division  was  ably  manoeuvred 
by  him,  under  my  own  eye. 

As  soon  as  it  became  evident  that  my  lines 
would  be  compelled  to  give  way,  orders  were 
given  to  re-form  my  line  in  the  first  skirt  of 
timber,  in  ihe  rear  of  my  first  position.  The 
enemv  advancing  so  rapidly  on  my  righ^  I 
found  this  impossible,  and  changed  the  pomt  of 
re-forming  my  line  to  the  high  ground  in  rear  of 
the  Wilkinson  pike. 

Movine  to  the  left  of  my  line,  and  in  rear 
of  Sherioan's  division,  I  here  met  General  Rous- 
seau, in  a  cedar-wood,  posting  his  division  to 
repel  the  attack.  I  tiien  ordered  mv  line  to  fall 
still  further  back,  and  form  un  the  right  of 
Rousseau.  I  gave  Ceneral  Johnson  orders,  in 
person,  to  form  his  division  in  rear  of  Rous- 
sean;  Rousseau's  division  having  been  with- 
drawn to  the  open  ground  in  rear  of  itie  cedsr- 
woods,  the  last  position  became  untenable,  and 
rav  troops  were  retired  to  the  Nashville  pike, 
where  my  win^,  except  Shaeffer's  briffade  ei 
Sheridan's  division,  was  reassembled  and  replen- 
ished with  ammunition.  On  arriving  at  the  pike, 
I  found  Colonel  Barker's  brigade,  of  Wood's 
division,  retiring  before  a  heavy  force  of  the 
enemy.  I  immediately  ordered  Roberts'  bri- 
gade, of  Sheridan's  division,  to  advance  into  a 
cedar- wood,  and  charge  the  enemy  and  drive 
him  back.  Although  this  brigade  was  reduced 
in  numbers,  and  having  but  two  rounds  of  car- 
tridges, it  advanced  to  the  charge,  under  the 
gallant  Colonel  Bradley,  driving  the  enemv  back 
with  the  bayonet,  captiuring  two  guus  and  forty 
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prisoners,  and  securing  our  communication  on 
the  Murfreesboro  pike  at  this  point  This  bri- 
gade is  composed  of  the  Twenty-second,  Forty- 
second,  Twenty-seventh,  and  Fifty-first  Illinois. 
The  Twenty-seventh  particularly  distinguished 
itself. 

About  eleven  o'clock  a.  h..  Colonel  Moses  B. 
Walker's  brigade  arrived  vjpon  the  field,  and 
reported  to  me  for  duty.  Tney  were  assigned 
to  General  Sheridan's  command,  to  whose  report 
I  refer  for  the  good  conduct  of  this  brigade. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  thirty-first,  the  right 
wing  assumed  a  strong  position ;  its  left,  com- 
posed of  Walker's  brigade,  resting  near  a 
commanding  knoll,  the  line  running  nearly 
north-west  along  the  slope  of  a  rid^e,  covered 
with  qpdar  growth,  the  right  resting  on  the 
Murfreesboro  pike.  On  the  slope  strong  barri- 
cades were  erected,  which  could  have  been  well 
defended  b^  single  lines.  The  second  line, 
Gibson's  brigade  (late  Willich's),  was  used  as  a 
reserve.  Tne  right  wing,  excepting  Davis' 
division  and  Gil)son's  brigade,  did  not  partici- 
pate in  any  general  engagements  after  the 
&irty-first  There  was  constant  skirmishing  in 
my  front  tiU  the  night  of  the  third. 

On  the  fourth,  the  enemy  left  his  position  in 
front  of  the  right,  and  evacuated  Murfreesboro 
the  night  of  the  same  day.  On  the  sixth,  the 
right  wing  marched  to  its  present  camp,  two 
miles  and  a  half  south  of  Murfreesboro,  on  the 
ShelbyviUe  pike. 

Tlie  reports  of  Generals  Johnson,  Davis,  and 
Sheridan,  division  commanders,  are  herewith 
inclosed.  Accompanying  General  Johnson's 
report,  you  will  find  the  reports  of  the  brigade, 
regimental,  and  battery  commanders,  carefully 
prepared. 

I  have  been  thus  ^articular  on  account  of  the 
commanding  General's  dispatch  to  the  Greneral- 
in-Chief,  and  also  from  erroneous  reports  sent  to 
the  public  by  newspaper  correspondents.  The 
attention  of  ue  General  commanding  is  particu- 
iarly  called  to  the  reports  of  Colonels  Gibson  and 
Dodge ;  also,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones'  report, 
who  commanded  the  pickets  in  front  of  Willich's 
brigade. 

Captain  Edgarton,  commanding  battery  of 
Kirk's  brigade,  certainly  was  guilty  of  a  great 
error  in  taking  even  a  part  of  his  horses  to 
water  at  such  an  hour.  He  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  and  tiierefore  no  report  can  be  had 
from  him  at  present 

In  a  strict  oompliance  with  my  orders,  and  the 
knowledge  I  possessed  of  the  position  of  the 
enemy,  which  was  communicated  to  my  supe- 
rior and  the  Generals  under  my  command,  I 
could  not  have  made  a  better  disposition  of  my 
troops. 

On  subsequent  examination  of  the  field,  I 
found  the  statements  of  the  citizens  referred  to 
in  my  report  correct  as  the  barricades  extended 
fully  three-fourths  of  a  mile  beyond  the  Franklin 
road.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  Hardee's  corps, 
supported  by  McCown's  division  (late  of  Kirov 
Smith's  corps),  attacked  Kirk's  and  Willich^ 
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brigade  about  the  same  time  Withers'  diviiion 
f  attacked  Davis,  tsA  Cheatham's  division  attackecl 
Sheridan.  Chcath&m*s  and  Withers'  divisionB 
compose  Polk's  corps. 

I  was  in  the  rear  of  the  centre  of  my  lino 
when  this  attack  commenced ;  therefore  I  did 
not  see  all  of  the  columns  that  attacked  and 
turned  my  rieht ;  but  it  mav  be  safely  estimated 
that  the  rebel  force  outnumbered  ours  tiiree  to 
one. 

After  leaving  my  line  of  battle,  the  ground  in 
the  rear  was,  nrst^  open  fields ;  second,  woods 
— then  a  dense  cedar-thicket;  and  over  such 
ground  it  was  almost  impossible  for  troops  to 
retire  in  good  order,  particularly  when  assailed 
by  auperior  numbers. 

My  ammunition  train,  under  charge' of  my 
efficient  ordnance  officer,  Captain  Gates  P.  Thurs- 
ton, First  Ohio,  was  at  an  early  horn:  ordered  to 
take  a  position  in  the  rev  of  the  oentre  of  my 
line.  It  was  th^n  attacked  by  the  cavalir, 
^hich  was  handsomely  repulsed  by  a  detach- 
ment of  cavalry  under  the  direction  of  Captain 
H.  Pease,  of  General  Davis'  staff,  and  Captain  Q. 
P.  Thurston,  ordnance  officer. 

The  train  was  conducted  safety  to  thii  Nash- 
ville pike  by  Captain  Thurston,  cuttfaig  a  road 
through  the  cedar-wood  for  the  passage  of  the 
train. 

To  Brigadiers  R.  W.  Johnson,  PhiMp  H.  Sher- 
idan, and  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  I  return  my  thanks,  for 
their  gallant  conduct  upon  the  day  of  the  battle, 
.  and  for  their  pron^)t  support  and  conscientious 
attention  to  duty  during  their  service  in  the 
right  wing.  I  commend  them  to  my  superiors 
and  nrr  country. 

To  Brigadier-General  D.  8.  Stanley  my  thanks 
are  particularlv  due.  He  commanded  my  ad- 
vance from  Noleusville,  and  directed  the  cavalry 
on  my  right  flank.  A  report  of  the  valuable 
services  of  our  cavalry  will  be  furnished  by 
General  Stanley.  I  commend  him  to  my  supe- 
riors and  my  counfry. 

For  the  particular  instances  of  good  condudt 
of  individutis,  I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of 
division  commanders. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  again  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  ^y  superiors  to  the  conspicuous  Kallaotry 
and  untiring  zeal  of  Colonel  W.  H.  Gn>son,  of 
the  Forty-ninth  Ohio  volunteers.  He  succeeded 
to  the  command  of  WiUich's  brigade,  and  was 
ever  prompt  to  dash  upon  the  epemy  with  his 
gallant  brigade  when  opportunity  permitted.  I 
have  repeatedly  recommended  him  for  promo- 
tion. He  has  again  won  additional  claims  to  his 
reward. 

Colond  Harker,  comn^andinff  a  brigade  of 
Wood's  division,  performed  gsdlant  service  un- 
der my  supervision,  as  abo  did  Colonel  Pyffe,  of 
the  Fifty  ninth  Ohio.  Tliey  are  commended  to 
my  superiors. 

To  my  staff— Lieutenant-Colonel  B.  Bassett 
Langdon,  Inspector-General;  Major  R.  H.  No- 
dine,  Engineer  Officer;  Major  JV  A.  CampbeD, 
Assistant  Adiutant^neral ;  Captain  Gates  P. 
Thurston,  Ordnance  Officer ;  Captain  B.  D.  Wil- 


Hams,  Aid-de^lJamp ;  Captain  J.  F.  Boyd,  Assist- 
ant Ouftrtermaster ;  Captain  0.  F.  Blake,  Provost 
Marshal ;  Major  Caleb  Bates,  Volunteer  Aid-de- 
Camp ;  Captain  Horace  N.  Fisher,  Volunteer 
Aid-de-Camp  and  Topo^phical  Engineer— my 
thanks  are  aue  for  tneur  conspicuous  gallantry 
and  intelligence  on  the  field. 

Mv  escort,  under  command  of  lieutenant 
Huokston,  Second  Kentucky  Cavalry,  and  my 
orderlies  behaved  ffaDantbr.  When  my  horse 
was  shot,  Orderly  Cook,  of  the  Second  Indiuia 
oavaliy,  replaced  nlm  with  his  own. 

The  officers  of  the  Signal  cc^ps  were  ever 
ready  to  perform  any  service  in  their  line,  or  as 
Aids. 

The  report  of  Sur^on  C.  McDeVmot,  &e  Med- 
ical Director  of  the  right  wipg,  is  also  submitted. 
Surgeon  McDermot's  gallant^^  on  the  field,  and 
his  great  care  of  the  wounded,  is  worthy  of 
great  praise.  My  entire  medical  corps  behaved 
nobly^  except  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  8.  Fish,  of 
the  Third  Indiana  cat ahry,  who  fled  to  Naiah- 
ville.    He  is  recommended  far  dismissaL 

Ilia  casualties  of  my  wing  are  five  liiindred 
and  forty  killed,  and  two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  thirty-four  wounded. 

The  nation  is  again  oeJled  imon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  grallant  spirits  who  fell  upon  the  ean- 
guinarv  field. 

First  of  these,  Bri^ier-General  J.  W.  SiH 
commanding  First  brigade,  Third  diviaion.  He 
was  noble,  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of 
every  duty,  brave  to  a  fault  He  had  no  ambi- 
tion save  to  serve  his  aountry.  He  died  a  Chris- 
tian soldier,  and  ini  the  act  of  repulsing  the  en- 
emy. 

Such  names  as  Roberts,  Shaeffer,  Harrison, 

Stem,  Williams,  Reed,  Houssam,  Drake,  Woos- 

ter,  and  McKee,  all  field  officers,  and  many  other 

commissioned  officers,  of  the  nght  wing,  who 

fell  vindicating  their  flag,  will  never  be  K>i^ot- 

ten  bv  a  gratetol  country. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

A.  McD.  McCooK, 
llMor4MaaraI  TTnlted  States  Volanteera. 
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McMimnQBO,  Jaaoftry  U,  1833. 
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Mofjor  C  Goddard,  Adjuiant-Gmerai  and  (^ief 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the 
Major-General  commanding  the  Department  of 
the  Cumberland,  the  following  report  of  the  op- 
eratioas  of  that  part  of  my  command  which 
was  eiu^ed  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  in 
front  OT  Murfireesboro.  It  is  proper  to  state 
here,  that  two  brigades  of  Fry's  division,  and 
Reynolds'  entire  division,  w6re  detained  near 
Ganatin  and  along  &e  Louisville  and  Nashville 
railroad,  to  watch  thq  movements  of  the  rebel 
leader,  Morgan,  who  had  been,  for  a  long  time, 
on  the  watch  for  an  opportunity  to  destroy  the 
railroad. 

Rousseau's,  Negley's,  and  Mitchell's  divisions, 


DOCUMENTS. 


483 


»  ^^ 

and  Walker's  brigade,  of  Fry'a  division,  were 
concentrated  at  Nashville ;  but  Mitchefl's  divis- 
ion being  required  to  garrison  Nashville,  mv 
only  avauafile  force  wis  Rousseau's  and  Negley  s 
divisions,  and  Walker's  brigade,  of  Fry's  divis- 
ion, about  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  and 
ninety-five  (13^395)  elective  men. 

Negley's  division,  followed  by  Rous8eau%  di- 
vision and  Walker's  brigade,  marched  by.  the 
Fnmkfin  pike  to  Brentwood,  at  ^ftt  point  taking 
the  Wilflcm  pike.  Nteley  and  Roasseaa  were  to 
have  encamped  for  &e  night  at  Owen's  stote. 
On  reaching  the  latter  place,  Neeley,  lueariag 
heavy  firing*  m  Uie  dvection  of  Nolenaiville,  left 
his  train  with  a  guard  io  follow,  and  pushed 
forward  with  his  troops  to  the  support  of  Briga- 
dier-General J.  G.  Davis'  command,  the  advance 
division  of  MoGook's  Qorps,  Davis  having  be- 
come botly  engaged  with  ^e  vaemy  posted  in 
Nolensville  and  in  the  pass  ihrough  the  hills 
Boutii  of  that  village.  Rousseau  encamped,  witii 
his  dirimon,  at  Owen's  store,  and  Wa^er,  with 
his  brigade,  at  iPrentwood.  During  the  night  a 
heavy  rain  fell,  making  the  cross-road  auRost 
impassable,  and  it  was  not  until  the  night  of  the 
twenty-seventh  that  Rousseau  reached  Nolens- 
ville with  his  troops  and  train.  Negley  re- 
mained at  Ndensvitte  until  ten  a.  m.  on  the 
twentymevenl^,  when,  having  brought  his  ttain 
across  fron  Wilson's  p3re,he  moved  to  the  east, 
over  an  exceedingly  rough  by-road,  to  the  r^ht 
of  Qrittonden,  at  Btewastsboro,  on  tiie  Mur&ees- 
boro  pUie.  Walker,  by  my  orders,  rettaoed  lUs 
steps  from  Brentwood  and  crossed  over  to  the 
Nolensville  pike. 


Negley  remaiBed  in  camp  at  (Stewartsboro, 
bringing  his  train  fsom  ilie  rear.  Boasseau  reach- 
ed Stewartsboro  on  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
eighth.    His  train  arrived  early  next  day. 

DtoembwM. 

Negley's  division  oiossed  Stewart's  Greek, 
two  nnles  sovth-west  and  above  the  Turnpike 
Bridge,  and  marehed  in  support  of  the  bead  and 
right  flukk  K^  Grittenden's  corps,  which  "moved, 
by  the  Murfiroesboro  pike,  to  a  point  Within  two 
miles  of  Murfreesboro.  The  ensury  fell  back 
before  oar  advance,  contesting  ike  gtound  ob- 
stinately with  their  oavalry  reac-gasird 

Roasaeaa  remained  in  esmp  at  StewartsboR), 
detaching  Starkweather's  bngade,  wllii  a  sec- 
tion of  artillery,  to  the  Je£ferson  pike  crossing 
of  Stone  Riyer,  to  observe  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  in  tiiat  direetion.  Walker  reached  Stew- 
artsboro, from  the  IVolensv^e  pike  about  dark. 

December  ao. 

A  cavalry  force  of  like  enemy,  something  over 
four  hundred  strong,  with  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, attacked  Starkweatiier  about  xkiae  a.  k.,  bat 
were  soon  driven  off.  The  enemy  opened  a 
brisk  fre  on  Grittenden's  advance,  doing  but 
little  execution,  howeyer,  about  seven  a.  v. 
During  the  morning,  Negley's  division  was  ob- 


liqued to  the  right,  and  took  up  a  position  on 
the  right  of  Palmer's  division  of  mttenden's 
corps,  and  was  then  advanced  through  a  dense 
cedar  thicket,  several  hundred  yards  in  width, 
to  the  Wilkinson  Cross-road,  driving  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  steadily,  and  wilh  considerable  loss. 
Our  loss  comparatively  small.  About  noon, 
Sheridan's  division  of  lifcCook's  corps,  ap- 
nroached  by  the  Wilkinson  Cross-road,  joined 
Negley's  right,  McCook's  two  other  divisions 
coming  up  ou  Sheridan's  right,  thus  forming  a 
continuous  line,  the  left  resting  on  Stone  River, 
the  right  stretcning  in  a  westerly  direction,  and 
resting  on  high  wooded  erOund,  a  short  dis- 
tance to  the  south  of  the  Wilkinson  Cross-road, 
and  has  since  been  ascertained,  nearly  parallel 
with  'the  enemy's  hitrenchments,  thrown  up  on 
the  sloping  land  bordering  on  the  north-west 
bank  oi  Stone  River.  Rousseau's  division  (with 
the  exception  of  Starkweather's  brigade)  being 
ordered  up  from  Stewartsboro,  reached  the  posi- 
tion occupied  bv  the  army  about  four  p.  m.,  and 
bivouacked  on  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  in  the  rear 
of  the  centre.  During  the  night  of  the  thirtieth, 
I  sent  orders  to  WaSker  to  Itake  up  a  strong 
position  near  the  tnmpike  bridge  over  Stewart's 
Creek,  and  defend  the  position  against  any 
attempts  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  to  destroy  it. 
Rousseau  was  ordered  to  move  by  six  a.  m..  on 
the  thirtr^-fost,  to  a  positfan  in  rear  of  Negley. 
Tliis  position  placed  his  division  with  its  left  on 
the  Murfreesboro  pike,  and  its  right  extending 
into  the  cedar  thicket,  through  which  Negley 
had  marched  on  the  thirtieth. 

In  front  of  Negley's  position,  bordering  a  large 
open  field,  reaching  to  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  a 
heavy  growth  of  timber  extended  in  a  southerly 
direction  toward  the  river.  Across  Ae  field, 
running  in  an  easterly  direction,  the  enemy  had 
thrown  up  rifle-pits  at  intervals  from  the  timber 
to  the  river  bank  to  the  east  side  of  the  turn- 
pike. Along  this  line  of  intrenchments,  on  an 
eminence  about  eight  hmulred  yards  from  Neg- 
ley's position,  and  nearly  in  front  of  his  left, 
some  cannon  had  been  placed,  affording  the  ene- 
my great  advantage  in  covering  an  attack  on  our 
centre.  However,  Mmer,  Negley,  and  Sheri- 
dan held  the  position  their  troops  had  so  man- 
fully won  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  against 
every  at(!empt  to  drive  them  back,  and  remained 
in  line  of  bottle  during  the  night 

peeeBb«r81. 

Between  six  and  seven  a.  il,  the  eaeniy  hav- 
ing massed  a  heavy  focee  on  McGook's  right 
during  the  night  oi  the  thirtieth,  attacked  and 
drove  it  back,  pushing  his  divisions  .in  pursuit 
in  echelon,  aqjlia  sapportin^  distance,  until  he 
had  gained  sufficient  ground  m  our  rear  to  wheel 
his  masses  to  the  rigkt,aad  throw  them  upon 
the  ri^ht  flank  of  the  centre,  at  the  same  moment 
attacking  Negley  and  Palmer  in  front  with  a 
greatlf  superie»force.  To  oouoteiact  this  move- 
flMnt,I  had  ordered  Reosseau  to  place  two  brig- 
ades, with  a  battery,  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Sheri- 
dan's division,  facing  toward  the  west,  so  as  to 
support  Sheridan,  should  he  be  able  to  hold  his 
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ground,  or  to  oover  hinii  should  he  be  compelled 
to  fall  back.  About  eleven  o'clock,  Qeneral 
Sheridan  reported  to  me  that  his  ammunition 
was  entire^  out,  and  he  would  be  compelled. to 
fall  back  to  get  more.  As  it  became  necessary 
for  General  Sheridan  to  fall  back,  the  enemy 
pressed  on  still  further  to  our  rear,  and  soon  took 
up  a  position  which  gave  &em  a  concentrated 
cross-nre  of  musketry  and  cannon  on  Negley's 
and  Rousseau's  troops,  at  short  range.  This 
compelled  me  to  fall  baok  out  of  the  oedar- 
woods,  and  take  up  a  line  along  a  depression  in 
the  open  cTound,  within  eood  musket  range  of 
the  edge  or  the  woods,  wnile  iiie  artillery  was 
retired  to  ^e  high  around  to  the  right  of  the 
tiuDpike.  From  this  last  position,  we  were 
enabled  to  drive  back  the  enemy,  ana  cover  the 
formation  of  our  troops  and  secure  the  centre 
on  the  high  ground.  In  the  execution  of  this 
last  movement,  the  r^ular  brigade,  under  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel.8hepara,  Eighteenth  United  States 
infantry,  came  under  a  most  murderous  fire, 
losing  twenty-two  officers  and  five  hundred  and 
eight  men  in  killed  and  wounded ;  but,  with  the 
co-operation  of  Scribner's  and  Beatty's  (JoUh) 
brigades,  and  Guenther's  and  Loomis'  batteries, 
ga£mt)yheld  its  ground  against  overwhelming 
odds.  The  centre  having  succeeded  in  driving 
back  the  enemy  from  its  front,  our  artillery, 
concentrating  its  fire  on  the  cedar-thicket  on  our 
right,  drove  him  back  far  under  cover,  from 
whicn.  though  attempting  it,  he  could  not  make 
any  advance. 

Jannaiy  1, 1803. 

Repeated  attempts  were  made  by  the  enemy 
to  advance  on  our  position,  during  the  morning, 
but  they  were  driven  back  before  emerging 
from  tkie  woods.  Colonel  Starkweather's  bn- 
gade,  of  BooBseaii's  division,  and  Walker's  bri- 
gade, of  Fry's  division,  having  reinforced  as 
during  the  night,  took  post  on  the  right  of  Rous- 
seau, and  left  of  iSheridan,  and  bore  their  share 
in  repellinK  the  atteaipts  of  the  enen^  on  the 
morning  oi  the  firet  instant 

Negley's  divison  was  ordered,  early  in  the 
day,  to  me  support  of  McCook's  rieht,  in  which 
position  it  remained  during  the  ni^U. 

About  seven  ▲.  m.,  the  enemy  opened  a  direct 
and  cross-fire  from  his  batteries  in  oni  front,  and 
frcTm  a  position  on  the  east  bank  of  Stone  Kiver, 
to  onr  left  and  front,  at  the  same  time  making  a 
strong  demonstration  with  infentPy,  resnlting, 
however,  in  no  serious  attack.  Oii  artilleiT — 
Loomis*,  Guenther's,  Stokes',  and  another  bat- 
tery— ^the  conunander's  name  I  can  not  now  re- 
call— soon  (frove  back  ftieir  fnfintry.  Negley 
was  withdrawn  from  the  extreme  riffht,  and 
placed  m  reserve  behind  Oitteiiden^s  right 
About  four  p.  M.,  a  division  of  Crittenden's  com- 
mand, which  had  croesed  Stone  River  to  recon- 
noitre, was  attacked  by  an  overwhelming  force 
of  the  enemy,  and,  arber  a  gattant  reeistanee, 
compefled  to  fkll  back.  The  movements  of  the 
enemy  having  been  observed,  and  reported  by 


some  of  my  troops  in  the  centre,  I  sent  orders 
to  Negley  to  advance  to  the  support  of  Critten* 
den's  troops,  should  liiey  want  help.  This  order 
was  obeyed  in  a  most  oaflant  style,  and  resulted 
in  the  complete  ahnihi&tion  of  me  Twen1y-«ixth 
Tennessee  (rebel)  regiment,  and  the  capture  of 
their  flag.  Also,  in  the  capture  of  a  mitteTy, 
which  the  enemy  had  been  forced  to  abandon 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  (See  Negley's 
repOTt) 

January  a. 

Soon  after  davligfat^  the  Forty-second  Lidiana, 
on  pidket  in  a  dump  of  woods  about  eight  hun- 
dred yards  in  front  of  our  lines,  was  attacked 
by  a  Wgade  of  the  enemy,  evidently  by  svperior 
numbers,  and  driven  in,  With  oonsideraUe  loss. 
lientenan^Colonel  Skaoktin^  commanding  the 
rmnent,  was  surrounded  and  taken  prisoner, 
while  gallantly  endeavoring  to  draw  offnis  men, 
under  ttie  fife  of  such  anperior  munbers.  Frxnn 
these  woods,  tlie  en^ny's  sharpshooters  con- 
tinued to  fire  oooasionally  during  the  day,  on  onr 
pickeis. 

About  six  p.  v.,  two  regiments  from  Colonel 
John  Baatty's  brigade,  Rousseau's  divfrion,  co- 
operating with  two  regiments  of  Spears'  (Ten- 
nessee) brisade,  of  Neeley's  division,  covered 
by  the  skiSul  and  wefi-directed  firs  of  Guen- 
ihet^  Fifth  United  States  artilleiT,  and  Loomis' 
First  Michigan  battery,  advano&a  on  Mie  woods 
and  drove  the  enemy,  not  only  from  ks  cover, 
but  from  the  intretkolMiienti,  a  short  distsnoe 
heyopd. 

The  enenir  bavfaig  retreated  during  the  night 
of  the  thira,  our  troops  were  occupied  dunif 
the  night  of  the  fourth  in  burying  the  dead  Icn 
on  the  field.  In  the  afternoon,  one  brigade  of 
Negley's  division  was  advanced  to  the  crossing 
of  etone  River^  with  a  brigade  of  Roveaeau's 
division  in  Biq)porting  distance,  in  reserve, 

jaaoaryfi. 

My  entire  command,  preceded  by  Stanley's 
cavafary,  marched  into  Murfreesboro  and  took 
up  the  positieii  which  we  now  hold.  Ilie  ene- 
my's rear  guard  oi  cavalry  was  overtaken  on  the 
Shelbf  viUe  and  Manchester  roads,  about  five 
miles  from  Murfreesboro,  and  after  sharp  skir- 
mishing for  two  or  three  hours,  was  driven  from 
onr  immediale  front 

The  otnduDt  of  my  oommaAd,  from  the  time 
the  armx  left  NaekviHe  to  its  entir  into  Mur- 
freesboro, is  deserving  of  the  h^est  praise, 
both  for  tiieir  patient  endmanoe  of  the  fatigues 
and  discomforts  of  a  five  dan^  battle,  and  for 
the  maiily  spirit  exhibited  by  them  in  the  various 
phaaes  in  this  memorable  contest  I  refer  you 
to  the  detailed  rep<vts  of  division  commanders, 
for  special  mention  of  those  oflBcers  and  men  of 
their  c6mmands  whose  oondnct  they  thought 
worthy  of  particular  notice. 

AH  the  members  of  my  stiff,  Major  G.  £. 
Flynt,  Assistant  Adjutant-General;  I^entenant- 
Colonel  A.  Von  Schmder,  Seventy-fourth  Ohio. 
Acting  Ihspector-Seneral ;  Captain  0.  A.  Maek« 
Thirteenth  United  States  tirfkntry,  acting  Chief 
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GomiDiBaaiy ;  and  Captain  A.  J.  Maoka^,  Chief 
Quartennaster,  were  aotiyely  employed  m  carry- 
ing orders  to  yariouB  parts  of  my  comttitaid,and 
in  tke  execution  of  ihe  appropriate  duties  of 
their  office^  Cafitain  0.  A.  Mack  was  danger- 
ously wounded  in  the  right  hip  and  abdomen, 
while  conTeying  orders  from  tine  to  Major-€^* 
era!  Bonssean.  The  officers  of  the  Signal  corps, 
attached  to  my  hettdquarters,  did  exoelleni  ser- 
vice in  their  appropriate  sphere,  when  possible ; 
and  as  AidsHCbd-Camp,  carrying  orders.  My  es- 
cort, composed  of  a  select  detail  from  the  First 
Ohio  eavalry,  commanded  by  lientenant  Barker, 
of  the  same  regiment,  having  been  on  dnty  with 
me  for  nearly  a  year,  deserve  commendation  for 
tile  faithful  performance  of  their  appropriate 
duties.  Private  Gosteam  was  killed  by  a  cannon 
shot,  on  the  morning  of  January  second.  Sur- 
geon C  D.  Beebe  deserves  special  .mention  fbr 
his  efficient  arrangements  for  moving  the  wound- 
ed from  the  field,  and  giving  them  immediate 
attention. 

The  detailB  wil  be  seen  in  the  a0coii^>inying 
reports  oi  division  cemmandera. 
Very  respeotfulfy. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

Gbomge  H.  Thomas, 

Vajv-QooeaBl,  United  States  yolnmMrs. 


MAJDIUQBNIKAL  CKI'ITKNIHSK'S  ItEPORP. 

HsAPQxrABiBS  Utn  Wnni 
Mum— HBOBO,  Janvry  M,  ] 


Ueutenani^Cohnel  C.  €Mdard,  ChUf  of  Staff: 
Colonel:  In  obedience  to  oidevs,  I  left  camp 
near  Nashvflle  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  December, 
and  readied  the  point  where  the  battle  of  Stone 
River  was  fon^t«  before  dnsk  dn  ^e  morning 
of  the  twen1y-n:nth.  llie  march  from  Nashville 
was  accompanied  by  the  skirmisHng  nsnal  when 
an  army  mows  toward  an  enemy,  posted  near 
by  and  in  force.  The  gallant  and  handsome 
things  done  \fy  sevand  dlfforent  portions  -of  my 
command  during  this  maroh,  have  been  men- 
tioned in  detail  by  the  immediate  commanders 
conducting  the  aavance  and  leading  the  skir- 
mishers. The  seisure  of  two  bridges,  one  by 
General  Haacall,  and  the  other  by  Colonel  HaEsn ; 
the  gallant  charge  of  the  troops  of  Hascall'e 
brigade  at  liavergne;  and  the  oomter-charge 
and  capture  of  tweB#f*five  of  the  enemy  by  a 
compaaj  of  tke  new  regimeBt)  One  Hundredth 
niiBoia,  when  okar^ed  by  the  enemy%  cavalry, 
are  worthy  of  special  notice. 

It  was  about  dnsk,  and  just  at  the  moment 
when  Glenerals  Wood  and  Fahnsr  had  halted  to 
gather  iqp  then*  ^oopSt  that  I  reached  tke  head 
of  my  command.  These  two  Qenerala  had  Ikeir 
divisions  in  line  of  battle— ^neral  Wood  on 
the  leifc,  and  Qeneral  Palmer  on  the  rigkt ;  the 
enemy  m  sight,  and  evidently  ki  heav^  force 
than  we  had  yet  encountered  them,  it  was  evi- 
dent they  intended  to  dispute  the  passage  of 
the  river  and  to  fight  a  battle  at  or  near  Mur- 
freesbwo. 

At  1^  moment  I  reeeived  an  order  to  ooonpy 


Mnrfreesboro  with  one  division,  camping  the 
ether  two  outside. 

I  immediately  gave  the  order  to  advance,  and 
the  movement  was  commenced.  General  Wood 
was  ordered  to  occupy  Ae  place,  GenersA  Palmer 
being  ordered,  at  General  Wood's  suggestion,  to 
keep  in  line  With  Wood's  division,  ana  advance 
with  him,  mitil  he  had  forced  tile  passage  of  the 
river.  At  this  time  it  was  dark.  General  Wood 
had  declared,  when  he  received  the  order,  that 
it  was  hasarding  a  great  deal  for  very  little,  to 
move  over  unSnowii  ground  in  the  ni^ht,  in- 
stead of  awaiting  for  daylight,  and  Hiat  I  ought 
to  take  t^  responsibilify  of  (Hsobeying  the  or- 
der. I  thought  the  movement  hazardous,  but  as 
the  success  of  Hie  whole  army  might  depend  on 
Hie  prompt  execution  of  orders  by  every  officer, 
it  was  my  duty  to  advance.  After  General 
Wood  had  issned  the  order  to  advance,  and 
General  Pdmer  had  received  his  also,  they  both 
came  to  see  me,  and  insisted  that  the  order  should 
not  be  carried  out  I  revised  to  rescind  the  or- 
der, but  consented  to  suspend  it  for  one  hour, 
as  General  Rosecrans  could  be  heard  from  in  that 
time.  Durins  the  interval  flie  G^end  himself 
came  to  tke  front,  and  approved  of  what  I  had 
done. 

In  the  meantime.  Colonel  Barker,  after  a  sharp 
skirmish,  gaUantlv^  crossed  the  river  with  his 
brigade  and  Braclley's  battery,  and  Qascall  was 
already  in  the  river  advancing,  wfien  the  order 
to  suspend  l^e  movement  was  received.  As 
soon  as  possible  I  Recalled  Barker,  and,  to  my 
great  satislhction,  this  able  officer,  with  consum- 
mate address,  withdrew  from  the  actual  presence 
of  a  vastly  superior  force  his  artillery  and  troops, 
and  recrossea  the  river  without  any  serious  loss. 
During  the  night  General  McCook  came  over  to 
see  the  commanding  (xenerai,  and  reported  that 
he  was  on  the  Wllkmson  pike,  about  three  miles 
in  the  rear  of  our  Hne,  and  that  he  should  ad- 
vance in  the  morning. 

The  next  morning  (the  Ifairfieth)  early,  my 
line  of  battle  was  K>rmed.  Palmer's  division 
occupied  the  groimd  to  the  right  of  the  tum- 

Eike,  his  right  restiBg  on  N^fey's  left,  Negley 
aving  ad^miced  hito  tiie  woo£  and  taken  a 
position  in  the  centre,  to  tske  a  position  with 
General  McCook  when  he  rtimild  come  into 
line.  Generri  Wood  was  to  occupy  that  part 
of  enr  front  to  the  left  of  tiie  turnpike,  ex- 
tendiBg  down  the  river.  General  Van  Cleve 
was  held  in  reserve  to  the  rear  and  left. 
This  position  of  our  foroM  was,  without  mate- 
rid  change,  maintamed  sM  day,  lliough  the  skir- 
mishing during  part  ef  the  day  was  very  heavy, 
partiewrly  on  our  extreme  right,  where  Mc- 
Cook was  coming  lip.  Then,  ^hen  it  apparently 
assomed  the  prop<nrtion  of  a  battle,  I  proposed 
to  cross  the  river  with  ny  corps,  and  attack 
Mnrfreesboro  from  the  left,  by  way  of  the  Leb- 
anon pike ;  but  the  €reneral,  though  approving 
tbe  man  of  attack,  would  not  consent  that  1 
should  move  untii  MsOook  was  more  seriously 
engaged. 
On  the  morning  of  the  Hiirty-flxat,  when  the 
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battle  began,  I  occupied  the  front  near  the  tfuu- 
pike,  General  Psdmer's  division  on  tha  n^t 
General  Wood  on  the  left,  General  Van  Cleva  in 
reserve  to  the  rear  and  left  About  eight  o'clock, 
when  my  troops  under  Tan  Cleve  were  crosakig 
the  river,  as  ordered,  and  when  all  was  read^ 
for  an  advance  mov^nent,  it  became  evident 
that  our  right  was  being  driven  back ;  ordt^rs 
were  received  and  immediately  issued  recalling 
Van  Cleve  and  stopping  the  advance  ;  Van  Cleve 
was  ordered  to  leave  a  brigade  to  guard  the 
ford — MatUw  wf  *  brigade.  Colonel  Price  command- 
ing in  Colonel  Matthews  absence,  was  left— and 
to  hurry  with  all  po^ible  dispatch  to  try  and 
check  the  enemy  to  the  right  and  rear.  One 
brigade  of  bis  division,  Coloa^l  Fyke's,  had 
already  been  ordered  to  protect  the-  train  then 
threatened  near  Hie  hospital,  and  General  Van 
Cleve  moved  at  onoe  and  quickly  to  the  right 
with  Beattv's  brigade.  He  arrived  most  oppor- 
tunely, as  nis  own  and  Colonel  Beatty's  reports 
show,  and  diecked  the  enemv.  The  confusion 
of  our  own  troops,  who  were  being  driven  from 
the  woods  at  thjs  point,  hindered  nim,  fw  some 
time,  frqpa  fonning  his  men  in  line  ef  battle. 
This  dimcultv,  however,  was  soon  overcome,  his 
line  rapidly  tormed,  and  one  small  brigade,  com- 
manded by  the  gallant  Colonel  Beatty,  of  the 
Nineteenth  Ohio,  under  the  direction  of  General 
Van  Geve,  boldly  attacked  vastly  superior  forces 
of  the  enkny  then  advancing  in  full  career, 
checked  their  advance,  and  drove  them  back. 
Being  soon  remforoed  by  Fyffe's  brigade  and 
Barker's  brigade,  of  Wood's  division,  the  ene- 
my were  pressed  vigorously,  and  too  far.  They 
came  upon  the  eueiqv  massed  to  receifve  them, 
who,  outnumbering  them  and  outflanking  them, 
compelled  them  to  foil  back  in  tum.  This  they 
did  m  good  order,  and  fighting  with  such  effect 
that  the  enemy  drew  off  and  left  them,  and  the^ 
were  able  to  hold  their  position  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day.  From  this  time  the  great 
olpect  of  the  sneiqy  seemed  to  be  to  break  our 
lert  and  front^  where,  imder  great  disadvantages, 
my  two  divisions,  under  Generals  Wood  and  Pal- 
mer, maintained  their  grouad. 

when  the  troops  <)omposing  the  centre  and 
right  wing  of  enr  anny  had  been  driven  by  the 
enemy  from  our  original  Ihic  of  battle  to  a  line 
almosi  perpendicular  to  it,  the  First  and  Second 
divisions  of  the  ieft  wing  still  nobly  maintained 
their  position.  Though  several  times  assai^d 
by  the  eneo^y  in  great  force,  it  was  evident  that 
it  was  vital  to  us  thai  this  poaitien  ehould  be 
held,  at  least  until  cmr  troops,  who  had  been 
driven  baok^could  establish  themselves  on  their 
new  hne.  The  country  is  dee^^y  indebted  to 
Generals  Wood  and  Palmer  for  the  sound  jodg- 
ment»  skill,  and  courage  with  which  they  man- 
aged their  commands  at  this  important  crisis  in 
the  battle.  The  reports  of  my  division  com- 
manders show  hpw  nobly  and  how  ably  they 
were  supported  by  their  officers ;  and  the  most 
melancholy  and  oonvincii^  proof  of  the  bravery 
of  all  who  fought  in  this  part  of  the  field  is 
their  terrible  list  of  kiUed  and  wounded,  for 


witii  them  was  no  rout,  no  comfosion  |  the  men 
who  fell,  feU  fighting  in  ^  rwoks. 

Geneials  Wood  and  Van  deve  being  wounded 
on  the  thirty-first,  their  commands  devolved,  of 
coarse,  on  other  officers^-General  Haacall  tak- 
ing command  of  Wood's  division,  and  Colonel 
Beatty  of  Van  deve's,  on  tiie  fiiet  day  of  Jan- 
uaiy.  It  was  a  fortnnate  thnig  tiiat  competent 
and  gallant  officers  toek  oomnand  of  these  two 
noble  divisions. 

On  the  night  of  the  thirty-first,  with  the  con- 
eent  of  the  Genexal  commanding,  I  seunited  mv 
oommand,  bringing  them  all  together  o&  the  left 
of  the  turnpike,  and  before  daylight,  by  orders 
from  tlie  General  commanding,  we  took  up  a 
new  line  of  battle,  about  five  hundred  yvds  to 
the  rear  of  our  former  line ;  Hascairs  division 
was  ordered  to  rest  lh«r  right  on  the  position 
occupied  by  Stokes'  batteiy,  and  hia  left  on 
Genecal  Palmer's  right;  General  Palmer  was  to 
rest  his  left  on  the  ford,  his  right  extending 
toward  the  railroad,  and  perpendicular  to  i^ 
thus  briogiag  the  line  at  ri^t  angles  to  the 
railroad  ana  turnpike,  and  extending  from 
Stokes'  battery  to  the  ford.  On  the  morning  of 
the  first  of  Jannaiy,  Van  Cleve's  division  again 
crossed  the  river,  aii4  took  position  on  ground 
the  General  considered  it  important  we  should 
hoM,  extending  from  the  ford  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  river,  the  right  resting  on  high  ground 
near  the  river,  and  me  left  thrown  forward,  so 
that  the  direction  of  the  line  should  be  nearly 

Cpendfcular  to  it.  These  changes  in  position 
iag  been  aocomiklished,  the  day  passed 
quietly,  except  conthnied  skivnishing  and  oc- 
oasional  artillery  firing.  The  next  day  (Jan- 
uary second|  large  forces  of  the  enemy's  infjii- 
try  and  artille^  were  seen  to  pass  to  the  right, 
apparently  contemplating  an  attack.  Lientensmt 
lAvingstott,  with  Drury's  batteiy.  was  ordered 
over  the  river,  and  Colonel  Qroee's  brigade,  of 
Palmer's  division,  wee  also  crossed  over,  taking 
post  on  the  hill  near  tiie  hospital,  so  ae  to  pro- 
tect the  left  and  rear  of  Beauty's  position. 

About  four  o'clock  on  the  evemng  of  tihe  sec- 
ondj  a  sudden  and  concentrated  attack  was  made 
on  thiQ  Third  divieion,  now  commanded  by  Col- 
onel Beatty;  several  batteries  opened  at  the 
same  time  on  their  division. 

Tiie  9veiwhelming  numbers  of  flie  enmy  di- 
rected upon  two  brigades,  forced  them,  after 
a  bloo4y  but  short  conflict,  back  to  the  river. 
The  olyect  of  the  enemy  (it  is  since  ascertaim^) 
was  to  take  the  battery  which  we  had  on  that 
side  of  the  river.  In  this  attempt  it  is  most  likelv 
they  would  have  succeeded,  but  for  the  sdanii 
judgment  and  wise  piecaution  of  Colonel  Beatty, 
m  dianging  the  position  of  his  battery.  It  was 
so  late  when  tiie  attack  was  made  that  the  cne- 
niy,  faiMng  in  their  enterprise  to  captsre  our 
ba^ry,  were  eure  of  not  soffering  any  great 
disaster  in  ease  of  a  repube,  becaase  night 
woiild  protect  them.  They  noi  only  Culled  to 
capture  our  battery,  but  lost  four  of  their  guns 
in  tlieir  repulse  and  flight  As  soon  as  it  be- 
came evident  that  the  enemy  were  driving  Col- 
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onel  Beatty,  I  torned  to  mj  Chief  of  ArtiUery, 
Captain  John  Mendenhall,  and  said,  ''Now, 
Mendeflohall^ou  must  coTer  my  men  with  yotir 
cannon."  Without  any  show  of  exoitemeirt  or 
hafite,  almost  as  soon  as'  the  order  was  g^ven, 
the  batteries  began  to  open,  so  perfectly  Ind  he 
placed  tiiem.  In  tweniy  minntes  from  the  time 
tiie  order  was  received^fifly-two  guns  were  fir- 
ing upon  the  enemy.^  They  cannot  be  6aid  to 
have  been  checked  in  their  adTance;  from  a 
rapid  advance  13iey  broke  at  once  into  a  rapid 
retreat  RoinforcemOTta  soon  began  to  arrive ; 
our  troops  crossed  the  river  ana  pursued  the 
flying  enemy  until  dark. 

It  18  a  pleasant  thing  to  report  that  the 'offi- 
cers and  men  from  the  centre  and  right  win^ 
hurried  to  the  support  of  the  left  wing,  when  it 
was  known  to  be  hard  pressed.  General  J.  G. 
Davis  sent  a  brigade  at  once  without  orders, 
then  applied  for  and  obtained  orders  to  follow 
immediately  with  his  division.  Gkneral  Ne^ley, 
from  the  centre,  crossed  with  a  part  of  his  divis- 
ion. General  Mc€k)ok,  to  whom  I  applied  for  a  bri- 
gade, not  knowing  of  Davis'  movement,  ordered 
munediately  Oolonel  Gibson  to  go  with  his  bri- 
gade, and  we  Colonel  and  the  brigade  passed  at 
Qouble-quick  in  less  than  five  minutes  after  the 
request  was  made.  Honor  is  due  to  such  men. 
On  the  night  of  the  second.  General  Hascall, 
with  his  division,  and  General  Davis  with  his, 
camped  a  little  in  advance  of  fbe  position  which 
Beatfy  had  occupied.  General  Palmer,  com- 
manding the  Second  division,  camped  with  two 
brigades  in  reserve  to  HaBcall's  ana  Davis'  divis- 
ions, and  the  remainin|;  brigade,  on  this  side  of 
the  river.  In  this  position  these  txoops  remain- 
ed until  Satmrday  night,  when  the  river  begin- 
ning to  rise,  and  the  rain  continuing  to  faU,  it 
was  feared  we  might  be  separated  from  the  rest 
of  the  army,  and  aJl  re-crossed  the  river  except 
Pahner^s  two  brigades,  which  remained,  and  did 
not  come  back  until  it  was  ascertained  the  next 
day  (Sunday)  th^t  the  enemy  had  evacuated 
Murfreesboro. 

I  feel  that  this  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my 
command  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River  is  very 
imperfect.  I  have  only  endeavored  to  give  a 
general  outline  of  the  most  important  features 
of  the  battle.  The  reports,  however,  of  the  di- 
vision commanders,  and  the  report  of  the  Chief 
of  Artillery,  give  a  detailed  and  good  account 
of  the  memorable  incidents  which  occurred  in 
this  particular  fight 

Reports  of  the  division  commanders  show 
how  nol^  they  were  sustained  by  their  subor- 
dinate oincers,  and  all  reports  show  how  nobly 
the  troops  behaved.  Generals  Wood  and  Van 
Qeve,  though  wounded  early  in  the  battle  of 
the  thirty-first,  remained  in  the  saddle  and  on 
the  field  throughout  the  day.  and  at  night  were 
ordered  to  the  rear ;  General  Palmer,  exposing 
himself  everywhere  and  freely,  escaped  unhurt, 
and  commanded  the  Second  division  throughout 
the  battle^  To  these  division  commanders,  I 
return  my  most  earnest  and  heartfelt  thanks, 
for  the  brave,  prompt,  and  able  manner  in  which 


they  executed  every  order,  and  I  most  urgently 
present  their  names  to  the  commanding  General 
and  to  the  Govennnent,  as  having  fiiiny  earned 
promotion. 

After  the  thirty-first;  General  Hascall  com- 
manded Wood's  division,  the  ^^t.  and  Colonel 
Beatty  the  Second,  Van  Glove's.  To  these  offi- 
oers  I  am  indebted  for  the  same  cheerful  and 
prompt  obedience  to  orders,  the  same  brave 
support  which  I  received  from  their  predeces- 
sors in  command ;  and  I  also  respectfully  pre- 
sent their  names  to  the  commanding  General 
and  the  Government,  as  having  earned  promo- 
tion on  the  field  of  battle. 

There  are  numerous  cases  of  distinguished 
conduct  in  the  brigade  as  well  as  regimental 
commanders,  mentioned  by  my  division  com- 
manders as  meriting  promotion.  I  respectfully 
refer  the  Gtoeral  commanding  to  division,  bri- 
gade, and  regimental  reports,  and  solicit  for  the 
gallant  officers  and  men  who  have  distinguished 
lemselves  for  conduct  and  bravery  in  battle, 
the  honors  they  have  won.  We  have  officers 
who  have  commanded  brigades  for  almost  a 
year,  though  they  have  but  me  rank  of  Colonel ; 
in  such  cases,  and  in  all  like  cases,  as  where  a 
Lieutenant  commands  a  company,  it  seems,  if  the 
officers  have  capacity  for  their  commands  on  the 
field,  that  they  should  have  the  rank  the  com-* 
mand  is  entitled  to.  The  report  of  Captain 
Mendenhall,  Chief  of  Artillery  to  the  left  wine, 
shows  the  efficiency^  skiU,  and  daring  with 
which  our  artillery  officers  han<!Qed  their  oatter- 
ies.  Division  and  brigade  commanders  vie  with 
each  other  in  commemlation  upon  diiferent  bat- 
teries. Some  of  the  batteries,  fighting  as  they 
did  in  parts  of  the  field,  won  praises  from  all. 
To  these  officers,  also,  attention  i«  called,  with  a 
sincere  hope  that  they  may  be  rewarded  as  their 
valor  and  bearing  deserves. 

Major  I^yne- Starling,  Assiataiit  AdjutautGen- 
eral  to  the  left  wing,  has  bceti,  for  nearly  eight- 
een months,  the  most  indefatigable  officer  I  ever 
knew  in  his  department  ]£s  services  to  me 
are  invaluable.  On  the  field  here,  as  at  Shiloh, 
he  was  distinguished,  even  among  so  many 
brave  men,  for  his  daring  and  efficiency.  Cap- 
tain R.  Loder,  Inspector-General  for  the  left 
wing,  has  entifled  himself  to  my  lasting  grati- 
tude, by  his  constant  and  able  management  of 
his  department.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the 
gallant  and  lamented  (Colonel  Garesche  told  him, 
m  my  preaence,  but  a  short  time  before  the  bat- 
tle, that  h»  had  froved  liimsalf  to  be  the  best 
Inspector-General  in  the  army.  On  the  field  of 
battle  bravery  was  added  to  the  same  efficiency 
and  aofeivity  which  marked  his  conduct  in  the 
camp. 

Captain  John  Mendenhall,  who  has  been  men- 
tioned already  as  Chief  of  Artillery  to  my  com- 
mand, but  of  whom  too  much  cannot  be  said,  is 
also  Topographical  Engineer  on  my  staff.  In  this 
capacity,  as  in  alt  where  he  works,  the  work  is 
well  and  SuUifully  done.  His  services  at  Shiloh. 
of  which  I  was  an  eye-witness;  his  splendid 
conduct  as  Chief  of  Artillery  to  the  left  wing ; 
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bin  unifonn  Boldierly  bearing,  point  him  out  as 
eminently  qualified  for  promotion. 

To  tbe  Medical  Director  of  the  left  wing.  Dr. 
A.  J.  Phelps,  the  thankft  of  the  army  and  tbe 
country  are  dne,not  only  for  his  prompt  attention 
to  tbe  wounded,  but  for  his  arTiuajg;ementa  for 
their  immediate  accoaimodation.  He  took  good 
care  not  only  of  the  wounded  of  my  conmiaad, 
but  of  more  than  two  thousand  wounded  from 
other  corps,  and  from  the  enemy.  Sinoe  the 
battle,  I  have  visited  his  hospitals,  and  can  bear 
testimony  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  left  wing. 

Captain  Louis  M.  Buford  and  Lieutenant 
George  Knox^  my  Aidfr<le-Camp,  were  brave^ 
active,  and  efficient  helps  to  me  all  through  the 
battle.  Cs^tain  Buford  was  struck  just  over  the 
heart,  fortunately,  by  a  ball  too  far  snent  to  pen- 
etrate, and  which  only  bruised.  The  Captain 
and  Lieutenant  Knox  were  frequently  exposed 
to  the  heaviest  firing,  as  they  fearles^y  carried 
my  orders  to  all  parte  of  the  field. 

Captain  Case,  of  the  Signal  corps,  tendered  his 
services  as  a  volunteer  Aid,  and  proved  himself 
a  bold  soldier  and  an  efficient  Aid.  Two  other 
officers  of  the  same  corps,  Lieutenants      ■ 

and  ,  tendered  their  services  as  Aids, 

and  were  placed  on  my  staff  during  the  battle, 
and  I  thank  them  sincerely  for  their  services. 

Lieutenant  Brown,  of  th^  Third  Kentucky 
cavalry,  who  commanded  mv  escort,  was  as 
quietly  brave  on  the  battle-field  as  he  is  mild 
and  gentlenumly  in  the  camp. 

Before  concluding  fhis  report,  it  will  be 
proper  to  add,  that  when  I  speak  of  a  auiet  day, 
I  mean  to  speak  comparatively.  We  haa  no  quiet 
days :  no  rest  from  me  time  we  reached  tiie  bat- 
tle-field until  the  enemy  fled,  skirmishing  con- 
stantly, and  sometimes  terrible  cannonading.  On 
the  second,  which  we  call  a  quiet  day,  until  about 
four  o'clock  p.  M.,  the  First  division,  imder  Has- 
call,  lay  for  half  an  hour,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
day,  under  the  heaviest  cannonading  we  endured. 
Many  men  were  killed,  but  he  and  his  brave 
soldiers  would  not  flinch. 

The  number  of  killed  and  wounded  demon- 
strates with  what  fearful  energy  and  earnestness 
the  battle  was  contested  in  my  command. 
Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  Crittenden, 

Major-General,  comaumdlnf. 
0ENE3tAL  Bl  8.  STAMKW  REMHI*. 


HlADQUiOBBBS  CATXtBY.  TOV. 

DlPARTHKKT  or  TBS 


ARirr  OoBn,') 
»,  UMLJ 

Majob  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sij^bmit  for  the 
information  of  Hie  General  commanding  the 
army,  the  following  statement  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  cavalry  under  my  command  m  the  ad- 
vance upon  and  battle  of  Murfrecsboro : 

Upon  the  twenty-sixfh  day  of  December,  I 
divided  the  cavalry  into  three  columns,  putting 
the  First  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Mlnty, 
Fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  upon  the  Murfrees- 


boro  pike,  in  advance  of  G«Qend  Crittenden's 
corps.  Tne  Second  brigade,  CMOxnaiidAd  hj 
Colonel  Zahn,  Third  Ohio  cavalry,  was  ordered 
on  Franklin,  to  dislo^;e  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
and  move  viumllel  to  (^eral  McCooVs  corps, 
protecting  nis  right  flank.  The  reserve  cavahy, 
consisting  of  the  new  regiments,  vi&:  Anderson 
troop,  Firat  Middle  Teaoessee,  Second  East  Ten- 
nessee cavalry,  and  four  companies  of  the  Third 
^diana,  I  commanded  in  person,  and  preceded 
General  McGook's  oorps  on  the  Nolensrille  pike. 

Cofenel  John  Kenuett,  commanding  cavalry 
division,  commanded  the  cavalry  on  the  Mur- 
freesboro  pike.  For  the  operations  of  this 
column,  and  also  &e  movements  of  GoloDel 
Zahii  up  to  the  tliirty-first  of  December,  I  would 
refer  you  to  the  inclosed  reports  of  Colonel 
Kennett,  and  Colonels  Zahn  and  Minty. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenly-sixtli,  our  cav- 
ahry  first  encountered  the  enemy  on  the  Nolen»- 
ville  pike,  one  mile  in  advance  of  Ballo  Jack 
Pass;  their  cavalry  was  in  large  force,  and 
accompanied  by  a  battery  of  artilleiy.  The 
fighting  continued  from  ten  o'clock  until  even- 
ing, during  which  time  we  had  driven  the 
enemy  two  miles  beyond  Laversne.  The  Third 
Indiana  and  Anderson  troop  behaved  .gallantly, 
char^ins  tibie  enemy  twice,  and  bringing  them  to 
hanoHand-hand  encounters.  The  conduct  of 
Mcjors  Rosengartan  and  Ward,  the  former  now 
deceased,  was  most  heroic.  On  the  twenty- 
eighth  we  made  a  reoonnoissance  to  Cc^lege 
Grove,  and  found  that  Bardee's  rebel  corps  had 
marched  tp  Murfreesboro. 

On  the  twenty-ninth.  Colonel  Zahn's  brigade 
having  formed,  was  directed  to  march  upon 
Murfrecsboro  by  the  Franklin  road ;  the  reserve 
cavalry  moving  on  the  Balle  Jack  road,  the  col- 
umn conununicating  at  the  crossing  of  Stewart's 
Creek.  We  encountered  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
and  found  them  in  strong  force  at  Wilkinson's 
Ooss-roadfi.  Our  caval^  drove  them  rapidly 
across  Overall's  Creek,  and  within  one-half  mile 
of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle.  The  Anderson 
cavalijr  behaved  most  gallantly  this  day,  pushing 
at  full  charse  upon  the  enemy  for  six  miles ;  un- 
fortunately their  advance  fronted  too  recklessly ; 
havine  dispersed  their  cavalry,  the  troop  fell 
upon  rwo  regiments  of  rebel  infantry  in  ambush, 
and  after  a  gallant  strugele  were  compelled  to 
retire,  with  the  loss  of  Major  Rosengarten  and 
six  men  killed,  and  the  brave  Major  Ward  and 
five  men  desperately  wonnded.  With  the  loss 
of  these  two  most  gallant  officers,  the  spirit  of 
the  **  Anderson  Troop,**  whioh  gave  such  full 
promise,  seems  to  have  died  out,  and  I  have  not 
been  able  to  get  any  duty  out  of  them  since. 

On  Che  ftirtieth  the  entire  cavalry  force  was 
engaged  in  guarding  the  flanks  of  the  army  in 
position.  Some  sroSH  cavalry  skinniahing  oc- 
curred, but  nothing  of  Importance.  At  efeven 
o'clock  p.  M.,  the  tnirtieth,  I  marched  for  La- 
veigne,  with  the  First  Tennessee  and  tiie  Ander- 
son cavalry.  Near  that  place  I  was  Joined  bv 
detachments  of  the  Fourth  Michigan  and  Seventh 
Pennsylvania  cavalry.    At  half-past  nine  o'clock 
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on  the  thirty-first  I  received  an  order  from  the 
GeaerttL  cosuMnding,  directiDg  me  to  hasten  to 
the  right  I  made  s3l  possible  speed,  leaving  a 
strong  detachment  to  protect  die  trains  crossing 
the  road  at  Stewartsboro,  and  to  pick  np  strag- 
glers. Upon  arriving  npon  the  right  flank  of 
the  army,  I  fonnd  order  restored,  and  took  posi- 
tion on  General  McOook'b  right,  my  right  ex- 
tendiaog  toward  Wilkinson's  Cross-roads,  occu- 
pying the  woods  about  tbe  meeting-honse  and 
Overall's  Greek.  In  this  position  we  wei^e  at- 
tacked, abont  fbnr  o'clock  p.  m .,  by  a  long  Ikie  of 
foot^kinnisfaers.  My  first  impression  was  that 
these  were  covered  infimtry,  but  I  soon  learned 
that  they  were  dismonnted.  cavalry.  We  soc- 
cessfnlly  held  them  at  bay  for  half  an  honr  with 
fbe  Fonrfli  Michigan  and  Seventh  Pennsylvania 
dismoimted,  when,  bein^  outflanked,  I  ordered 
our  line  to  mount  and  fail  back  to  the  open  field. 
The  enemy  fc^owed  here,  and,  beinff  reinforced 
by  detachments  of  the  Anderson  and  Tliird  Ken- 
tucky cavalry,  and  by  Hie  First  Tennessee,  we 
chareed  ^e  enemy  and  put  him  to  rout.  The 
cavahy  iM^d  the  same  posiQon  this  night  tfaev 
had  taken  upon  my  arrival  upon  the  field. 
About  nine  o'clodk  New  Year's  morning,  the 
enemy  showed  aline  of  skirmishers  in  the  woods 
to  our  front,  and  soon  after  brought  a  six-gun 
battery  to  bear  npon  my  cavalry.  As  We  could 
not  reach  the  enemy's  skinnishers  nor  reply  to 
his  artillery,  I  ordered  my  cavalry  to  fidl  bac^. 
A  part  of  Zahn*8  brigade  marched  this  day  to 
Nashville,  to  protect  our  trains.  Golonel  Zahn*8 
report  i»  inclosed. 

The  second  and  tiiird  of  January  the  cavalry 
was  engseed  m  watching  tiie  flanks  of  nur  po- 
sition. On  the  fbuith  it  beeame  evident  tluit 
the  enemy  had  fled ;  the  cavalry  was  collected 
and  moved  to  the  fords  of  Stone  River.  Upon 
the  fifth  we  entered  Murfreesboro.  Zahn's  bri- 
gade marched  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  on  the 
Mielbyville  pike  sb:  miles,  finding  no  opposition. 
With  the  remainder  of  the  oavahy,  I  marched 
on  the  Manchester  pike,  and  encountered  the 
enemy  in  heavy  force  at  LiyJ^'s  Greek,  three  and 
a  half  miles  from  town.  We  fotieht  witli  this 
force  tin  near  siradown,  pushing  mem  from  one 
c^inr-hrake  to  another,  when,  being  reinforced 
by  Cknend  Bpears'  brigade  of  East  Tennessee- 
ana,  we  drove  tiie  enemy  out  of  his  last  stand  in 
disorder.  We  returned  after  dnsk  and  encamped 
on  Lytle's  Creek.  Our  troops  tH  behaved  well. 
The  Bkimushing  was  of  a  very  severe  char- 
acter. 

The  Fourth  United  States  carafay,  whidi  was 
this  day  first  under  my  control,  behsfved  ^ery 
handsomely.  Guitain  Otis*  comftiand  acted  in- 
dependently until  the  fifth  instant,  when  they 
came  under  my  command. 

The  duty  of  the  oavalry  was  very  arduous. 

From  the  twenty-sisth  of  December  till   1h^ 

fourth  of  iaauary,  the  saddles  w«re  only  taken 

off  to  groom,  and  were  immediately  replaced. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  S.  BrAMLir, 
Br|iialB^aalerml  lad  Oblef  of  Qiyiliy. 


RRPORT  OF  OOLONEL  JOHN  KENNKFT. 


HiABQUABav  Fttsi  CUtauei  OnvaH^  \ 
Camp  dKAUr,  January  8, 1861.     / 

Captaim  W.  H.  Smdaiiri 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the 
reports  of  the  part  taken  in  the  fighting  of  the 
two  lurigades  composing  the  First  cavalry  divis- 
ion from  Deoembcr  twenty-sixth,  1862,  up  to  the 
night  of  January  fifth,  1863,  from  Nashville  to 
Murfreesboro,  acd  six  miles  beyond  Murfrees- 
boro, on  the  Manchester  and  Shelbyville  uikes. 

On  leaving  Nashville  the  Second  brigaae,  un- 
der Colonel  2iahn,  took  the^oad  to  Franklin; 
Brigadier-General  D.  S.  Stanley,  with  the  First 
and  Second  Tennessee  caval^  and  Anderson 
troop,  taking  the  Nolensville  pike.  The  First 
brigade,  Colonel  Mintjr  commanding,  under  my 
charge,  took  the  Murfreesboro  pike.  I  reported 
iny  command  to  General  Pabner,  who  placed  us 
in  advance.  Our  skirmishers  drove  the  enemy 
some  nve  miles.  The  afternoon  was  well  spent 
when  General  Palmer  relieved  us  with  infantry 
skirmishers.  The  cavalry  forming  the  reserve 
on  the  right  and  left  flanks,  the  First  brigade 
marched  direcUy  as  a  reserve  to  the  advance 
skirmishers  of  the  army  eomposing  the  left  wing, 
on  their  flanks,  up  to  Decesaber  Oiirtieth,  1862. 

On  December  thirty-first,  1862,  we  were 
posted  as  reserves  on  Hxe  flanks,  throwing  out 
our  skirmishers  and  vedettes,  watching  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.  We  performed  a 
variety  of  duty  &s  scents  on  the  diflerent  ave- 
nues leading  to  our  camp  and  connecting  with 
the  roads 'centring  upon  jTashville,  Tennessee — 
flankers,  vedettes,  couriers — engaging  the  enemy 
daily  on  the  right  flank. 

Some  few  mcidents  which  could  not  have 
fallen  under  the  eye  of  the  brigade  commanders, 
having  oecurred  under  my  itmnediate  notice,  I 
beg  leave  to  append. 

When  the  enen^  charged  upon  oxxr  wing, 
scattering  a  few  regiments^  who  stampeded 
to  tfje  rear,  I  received  orders  from  General 
Rosecrans,  in  person,  to  collect  all  the  cavalry 
at  my  command,  and  proceed  to  rally  the  right 
wing  and  drive  the  enemy  away.  I  found  Col- 
onerMnrra3f,  of  the  Third  Kentucky,  in  command 
of  about  a  squadron  of  men.  with  that  we 
made  our  way  to  the  right  We  found  a  com- 
plete stampede— infant^,  cavalry,  and  artiUery, 
rushing  to  the  rear,  and  tne  rebel  cavalry  charg- 
ing upon  our  retiring  forces  on  the  Murfreesboro 
pike.  Colonel  Murray,  with  great  intrepidity,  en- 
gaged the  enemy  toward  the  skirts  of  the  wood, 
and  drove  them  in  three  charges.  His  men 
behaved  like  old  veterans.  Between  his  com- 
mand and  the  field,  was  filled  with  rushing  rebel 
cavalry  charging  upon  our  retreating  cavalry 
and  infkntiy,  holding  many  of  our  soldiers  as 
prisoners. 

I  rallied  the  Third  Ohio,  some  tuf  o  companies, 
who  were  falling  back,  and  formed  them  in  the 
rear  of  a  fence,  where  volley  after  volley  had 
the  effect  of  driving  back  the  rebels  on  the  run, 
the  Third  Ohio  charging  upon  them  effectually, 
thereby  relieving  the  pike  of  their  presenue, 
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saving  tha  train,  one  piece  of  artUleiy,  and  res- 
cuing from  their  grasp  many  of  our  men  taken 
as  prisoneiB.  One  of  mj  sta^,  Lieutenant  Rielly , 
being  a  prisoner  in  their  hands,  was  released. 
Lieutenant  Murray,  of  Ao  Third  Ohio,  dfeplayed 
energy,  courage,  and  coohiess  upon  this  occa- 
sion, m  executing  my  orders.  I  also  take  great 
pride  in  mentioning  the  prompt  manner  with 
which  my  staff  conveyed  my  orders  in  all  these 
engagements. 

Two  of  my  (M'derlies  displayed  high  order  of 
chivalry,  daggers  chargea  upon  two  rebel  cav- 
alry, rescuing  two  men  of  the  Fourth  Ohio  vol- 
unteer cavahy,  who  were  being  taken  off  as 
prisoners.  The  other,  Farrish^shot  two  of  the 
rebds,  and  came  to  my  rescue  m  a  personal  en- 
counter witii  a  rebel,  who  was  in  the  act  of 
levelling  his  t^istol  at  my  head,  but  he  found  a 
carbine  levelled  into  bis  own  face,  and  at  my 
order  to  surrender,  he  delivered  lus  pistols,  car- 
bine, aad  horse  to  me.  They  both  deserve  pro- 
motion, and  would  make  good  officers. 

The  able  and  undaunted  soirit  and  abili^ 
which  Colonel  Minty  has  displayed  whenever 
coming  under  my  eye,  I  take  great  satisfaction 
in  noticiuff.  The  officers  and  men  all  displayed 
cpreat  selfsacrifice.  M^r  Wynkoop,  of  the 
Seventh  Pennsylvania,  commanding,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Wooley,  Adjutant^General  of  the  i^rst 
brigade,  carried  out  every  order  with  unhesitat- 
ing energy  and  will,  displaying  the  highest  order 
of  gallantry. 

Captain  E.  Otis,  of  the  Fourth  regular  cavahy, 
although  he  does  not  belong  to  my  division,  but 
being  posted  on  the  left  wing  of  our  skirmishers 
on  the  march  on  the  Manchester  road,  I  feel  it 
my  duty  as  well  as  take  great  pleasure  in  stating 
he  is  an  able  and  efficient  officer. 

Brigadier-General  D.  S.  Stanley  beinj^  in  com- 
mand of  the  forces  pursuing  the  retinng  rebels 
on  the  march,  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  convey  and 
see  his  orders  executed.  Before  closing  this 
report  it  is  my  dufy  to  make  honorable  mention 
of  the  meritorious  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Newell, 
commanding  a  section  of  artillery  attached  to 
my  division.  During  the  first  day  s  engagement 
near  Lavergne,  he  placed  his  two  pieces  on 
well-selected  ground,  and  did  great  execution, 
killing  throe  horses,  dismounting  seven,  and 
scattering  the  rebel  cavalry  by  nis  well  and 
timely  aimed  shots.  He  has  on'  several  occa- 
sions displayed  talents  of  the  first  order  as  an 
artillerist 

It  Y^ould  not  be  amiss  at  Ihis  time  to  state  that 
my  entire  command  were  short  of  rations,  per- 
forming duly,  night  and  day,  in  the  wet  neld 
without  shelter,  exposed  to  ^e  wet,  cold,  and 
hunger,  without  a  murmur.  Major  Paransom,  of 
the  Third  Ohio,  displayed  ^rcat  presence  of 
mind  and  determination  in  mamtaining  his  posi- 
tion on  the  right  flank  with  his  battalion,  to  cover 
an  ammunition  train,  long  after  the  cavalry  on 
his  right  had  been  driven  aw^  by  the  enemy's 
shells.  Your  obedient  servant, 

JoBK  Kbnnett. 

Oommttudtng  BlvltloiL 


RBFOBT  OP  GENERAL  B.  W.  JOHNSON. 

BtApQUARmw  Bkx^-d  Dmsioir         ) 
Bnaf  Wiao,  JaAttary  6, 180S.  j 

Mqfar  J,  X  CctmpbeH  Asaitiant  Adfuiani-Gen- 

eral: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fdlowing  re- 
port of  the  operations  of  the  Second  division, 
under  my  command,  beginning  December  twen- 
ty-sixth, 1862,  the  (hiy  upon  which  it  left  Nasb- 
villOy  and  terminating  on  January  sixth,  1863 : 

Agreeab\y  to  oraera,«  tae  divisions  of  the 
right  wing  of  the  Fourteenth  army  corps 
mardied  from  their  campa  near  NashviU«,  tak- 
ix^  the  Nolensville  pike,  and  arrived  in  that 
vulaff e  the  same  day,  at  four  o*clock  r.  m.  On 
the  following  day  the  sam^  divisioni,  with  mine 
in  advance,  marched  to  Triune.  The  rebel  rear- 
ffuaad  contested  the  ground  inoh  bgr  inch,  and 
vie  day  wa»  passed  oonstanUv  skirmishiog  with 
them,  with  no  loss  on  our  sioe,  but  sevend  cas- 
ualtiea  on  their  part  Triune  was  occupied  by 
my  division  dbout  four  p.  ic.  The  foUowine  day 
(December  twenty-eighth),  the  command  re- 
mained in  Triune.*  A  reconnoissanoa,  to  ascer- 
tain the  direction  the  enemy  had  retreated,  was 
made  by  a  brigade  of  n^  command,  comnaanded 
by  Brif^ier-General  A.  WilUcU.  It  having 
ascertamed  that  the  enemy  had  retreated  to- 
ward Murfreesboro,  I  was  ordered  to  leave  a 
brigade  at  Triune,  and  on  the  twenty-ninth  to 
march  on  Muifreesboro  on  what  is  knowa  as 
the  BaUe  Jack  road.  Goloael  P.  P.  Baldwin, 
Tfaord  brigade,  was  left  at  Triune.  The  com- 
mand arrived  at  Wilkinson^s  Groas-roade  about 
eight  F.  M.,  on  tlie  twenl^-ninth,  and  an  order 
sent  at  once  to  Colonel  Baldwin  to  move  for- 
ward his  brigadsk  which  arrived  e^y  on  the 
afternoon  of  we  thirtieth  Mj  division  was  in 
reserve  on  the  twenty-ninth.  On  the  following 
morning,  December  thirtielh,  General  Sheridan  s 
division  was  ordered  to  advance  in  line  of  bat- 
tle, covering  the  WUkinson  pike,  while  General 
Davis*  division  .marched  in  tika  same  order,  on 
the  right  of  General  Sheridan.  M^  division, 
being  neld  in  resecve,  was  marched  in  column 
on  the  pike.  There  being  no  troops  on  General 
Davis'  right,  and  General  Sheridan's  left  betii^ 
guarded  by  General  CSrittenden's  left  wing  (N. 
S<-— Negley's  division  of  centre),  I  was  oraered 
to  oblique  to  the  rights  covering  the  right  of 
General  Davis'  division.  About  two  o*clook 
p.  ]f.,I  reoeived  an  order  from  Major-General 
McCook  to  look  well  to  my  rights  as  General 
Hardee  (rebel),  with  his  corps,  was  on  ihe  right 
flank  of  our  column.  I  ordered  the  Second  bri- 
gade, Bri|p»dier-General  £•  K.  Kirk  commanding, 
to  tak»  position  with  his  brigade,  his  left  rastr 
ing  against  the  right  of  General  IH^vis,  his  right 
refused  so  as  to  cover  our  right  flank..  About 
dflffk  I  placed  General  WilUch  s  on  the  right  of 
Ekk's.  refusing  his  right,  and  directed  a  heavy 
line  of  skirmisaers  to  >  bo  thrown  forward,  con- 
neoling  on  the  left  with  those  of  General  Davis, 
and  extendins;  to  the  rif^ht  and  rear,  near  the 
Wilkinson  puce.  This  Ime  of  skirmishers  was 
Ihrown  forward  about  six  hundred  yards,  and 
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near  tbone  of  ib«  ^ejooy.  My  Third  brigade, 
Colonel  Baldwin  coxDoaandiiig,  waa  held  in  re- 
serve. In  conBultation  with  Greners^  McGook, 
late  in  Hm  aftemoan  of  the  thirtieth,  he  in- 
formed me  that  he  hed  reliable  information  to 
the  efTect  that  the  centre  of  the  rebel  line  of 
battle  was  opposite  to  our  extreme  right,  and 
that  we  woula  probably  be  attacked  by  the 
entire  rebel  army  early  on  the  following  morn- 
ing. His  predicUoa  proved  true*  fie  i^  in- 
formed me  tha^  he  bad  communicated  this  infor- 
mation to  the  commanding  General.  I  eipected 
a  change  in  the  programme  for  the  folLwing 
day,  but  none  was  made.  'Hy  brigade  com- 
maiideiB  were  called  toeetber.  and  the  opera- 
tions of  the  followiug  od^  fully  explained  to 
them.  Every  arraugonient  was  made  for  an 
attack.  Two  gallant  and  exparieooed  officers 
commanded  my  two  sdvance  brigades,  sjid 
every  precaution  was  taken  against  surprise. 

At  tweniy-two  minutes  past  six  o'olock  on  the 
morning  of  the  thirty-firsi  the  out|>osts  in  fromt 
of  my  division  were  driven  in  h^  an  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  infiemtry,  outnumbering  n^y  forces 
gready,  and  known  to  contain  about  thixty-^v^ 
tbouaaad  men.  At  the  .same  time  my  exjvem^ 
right  was  attacked  by  the  enemy's  oavahgr.  The 

et  Kirk  and  Willich  soon  opaned  up  a 
^  fire  of  muaketcy  and  artiHuy  en  the 
advancing  columns,  causing  wavering  in  the 
lanks;  but  fresh  columns  would  soon  replaee 
them,  and  it  was  apparent  that  to  fall  back  was 
a ''  military  necessity."  £(%arteii's  battscy,  after 
firing  thjcee  romids,  had  so  many  of  his  horses 
killed  as  to  render  it  unmanageable^  He,  bow- 
ever,  remained  with  it,  and  continued  to  fire, 
until  he  fell  by  a  severe  wouimI,  and  he  and  his 
battery  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enen^.  Before 
falling  back,  the  horse  of  General  WiUich  was 
killed,  and  he  was  woundea  and  taken  prisonet. 
About  the  sitfue  time,  Grenoral  Kirk  received  a 
severe  wound,  wh^ioh  disabled  him.  Seeing  the 
pressure  upon  my  lines,  I  ordered  up  my  reserve 
brigade,  under  the  gallant  Baldwin.  Tae  troops 
of  his  brigade  advanced  promptl/^aiul  delivesed 
their  fire,  Aolding  their  ground  for  some  time^ 
bat  they,  too,  were  compellQd  to  &11  back.  The 
troops  of  i}m  division,  for  the  first  time,  Wese 
compelled  to  yield  the  field  temporarily,  Iwt  the 
heroes  of  Shilohand  Ferry  ville  did  not  abandon 
their  ground  until  foeced  to  do  so  by  Uie  im- 
mense masses  of  the  enemy  hurled  agamait  them, 
and  then  iueh  by  inch. 
The  ground  over  which  the  division  passed,  eov- 
ered  with  the  enenqr's  dead  and  those  of  our  own 
men,  shows  that  the  field  was  varmly  acuteated. 
Several  times  the  lines  were  re4brmed  asd  ra- 
Bistance  o^ered ;  but  the  ooLomaa  of  the  enemy 
were  too  heavy  for  a  single  line,  and  ours  would 
Have  to  yield.  Finally  Uie  left  flank  of  my  di- 
vision reached  the  line  oi  General  BouaseauW, 
when  it  was  re-formed  and  fought  until  out  of 
ammunition,  but  my  efficieat  (hdnanee  Officer, 
Lieutenant  Murdoch,  had  a  supply  in  readiness, 
which  was  soon  issued,  and  the  division  assisted 
in  driving  &e  enemy  from  the  field  in  their  last 


desperate  straggle  of  the  dsy.  Soon  the  curtain 
of  darkness  feu  upon  the  scene  of  blood,  and  all 
was  ^i*t,  awaiting  the  oomii^  of  morn  to  renew 
hosluiti^s. 

Morning  came,  but  the  enemy  had  withdrawn. 
January  first  was  a  di^  of  comparative  quiet  in 
camp,  few  shots  being  fired,  but  many  prepara- 
tions made  for  a  heavy  battle  on  the  following 
day.  Gleneral,  Crittenden's  wing  was  attacked 
in  force  on  £he  second,  and  one  of  my  brigades, 
Colonel  G-ibaon*s,  was  sent  to  reinforce  them. 
For  the  eallant  part  taken  by  it  reference  is 
made  to  tne  report  of  Major-General  Crittenden. 
The  enemy  evacuated  Murfreesboro  on  the  night 
of  the  third.  Oa  tlM  sixth  I  was  ordered  to 
move  my  camp  to  a  point  on  the  ShelbyviUe 
road,  four  miles  south  of  Murffeesboro. 
,  The  oonduct  of  the  officers  aad  men  under  my 
oommand  t^as  good.  Ilie  Louisville  Legion, 
under  the  comsiand  of  the  gaUaat  Lieuteaant- 
Colonel  Berry,  brought  off  by  hand  one  eannoii, 
after  the  horses  were  kiUed. '  They  yielded  the 
ground  o«^  whan  oveif  oweied,  offering  an  ob- 
stinate tesisiance  at  every  point  Some  few  in 
each  reffiment,  becoming  paiiu>-6tnoken,  fled  to 
NashTiSe  for  safety.  Captain  Simcmson  man- 
aged his  battery  widi  skill  and  courage,  and 
with  it  did  j^ood  execution.  He  lost  two  guns, 
but  no4  untu  the  horses  had  been  kiUed  ana  the 
guns  disabled.  Goodspeed's  battery  lost  three 
guns  and  quite  a  nmnoer  of  horses.  This  bat- 
tery was  handled  well  and  did  good  exeoutiou, 
under  Lieiifceuant  Belden. 

After  the  capture  of  Qenecal  Willich,  his  bri- 
gade was  commanded  temporarily  by  Colonel 
WaUace,  of  Uie  Fifteenth  Ohici;  bui  was  after- 
ward oammanded  by  Colonel  W.  &  Gibson, 
Forfy-ninth  Ohio.  General  Kirk  becoming  dis- 
abled was  replaced  by  Colonel  Dodge,  Thirtieth 
Indiana,  while  the  Thu-d  brigade  was  commanded 
by  C<donel  Baldwin.  These  fom:  Colonels  have 
demonstrated  their  fitness  for  oommand  on  sev- 
eral bloody  fields,  and  are  recommended  to  my 
supmois  for  promotion.  Their  ooolness  and 
Qouri^  rendered  them  aos^icuous  throughout 
the  bloo^  engagement  M%)or  Klein  ai^l  his 
battsJioQ  of  toB  Third  Indiana  cavaky,  deserve 
special  mention ;  under  their  gallant  l^der,  the 
iMittalicn  wtts  alwa^a  iu  front,  aad  rendered  effi- 
cient service. 

To  Captains  Barker,  Hoober,  Thurston,  and 
McLeland ;  Lieutenants  Taft,  Hilla,  and  Sheets, 
of  my  slafi^  map»y  thanks  are  due  far  their  effi- 
oiency  and  promptness  in  carrying  orders  to  all 
parts  of  th#  field.  My  Medical  Director,  Surjgeou 
Marks,  and  the  med|cal  officers  of  the  division, 
were  imtiring  in  theu:  exertions  to  alleviate  the 
sufferings  of  the  wounded,  and  to  them  my  thanks 
are  due.  My  escort  oompesed  of  the  following 
named  men  of  the  Third  Kentucky  cavalry,  who 
aocompaoied  me  throughout  the  engagement, 
deserve  special  mention  for  their  good  eon- 
duet:  Sergeant  Wm.  C.  Miles;  privates  Geo. 
Long,  Thomas  Salyers,  John  Christian,  John 
Whitten,  James  Bawen,  B.  Haamierslein,  IL  A. 
Novah. 
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Private  Bowen's  horse  wafi  killed  by  a  eannon 
ball. 

The  loss  of  the  division  was  as  foBows: 
KiUed.  260;  wounded,  1,005;  missinir,  1,280; 
total,  2,545. 

The  missfog  are  snppoaed  to  have  be«n  cap- 
tured. 

Very  ren^ectfolly, 

X  our  obedient  servant, 

R.  W,  JoHKsoy, 

Brigadier  Oancml,  oomttudlVK. 
BRIGADUR  GENERAL  JIETP.  a  DAVIS'  BEPOKT. 


Warn  DnMuw,  Risar  Wnw, 
Janwry  8,18091 


} 

Mc^or  J,  A,  CampheBj  Acting  AeHtUani-Oen&tai : 

Majob  :  I  hav«  the  honor  to  sabHiit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  division 
under  my  comiBana,  in  the  recent  ojperallons 
s^ainst  the  enemy's  forces  in  the  vicinity  of 
Triune  and  Murfreesboro : 

On  the  morning  of  ftie  twenty-sixth  ult,  fai 
compliance  with  instructions  received  fW>ra  the 
Genera]  commanding  the  right  wing,  I  broke  up 
camp  at  8t  James'  Chapel,  on  Mm  Greek,  and 
advanced  upon  Nolensville  via  the  Edmonson 
pike,  as  far  as  Prim's  blacksmith  *shop ;  from 
thence  my  advance  was  over  a  rugged  country 
road,  rendered  almost  impassable  by  the  incea> 
sant  rain  which  had  been  falling  io  torrents  d«p> 
ing  the  entire  morning. 

The  enemy's  picketo  were  diecovsred  by  my 
cavalry  escort  (composed  of  Company  B,  Thirty- 
sixth  Illinois  volunteers,  under  command  of  C^ 
tain  Shir^r),  wiihin  a  few  miles  of  our  camp. 
This  small  force  of  cavalry  beinr  Ifee  only 
mounted  force  mider  our  command,  I  ordered 
ihem  to  the  front,  with  instructionB  to  drive  in 
the  enemy's  pickets,  and  to  altiack  him  on  his 
flanks  at  every  opporttmity.  So  effectually  was 
this  done  that  uie  infanliT  and  artillery  were 
enabled  to  move  with  little  interrfiption  to 
within  a  mile  of  Nolensville.  By  this  thne  I 
had  learned  from  reliable  infonnation.  through 
citizens  as  well  as  cavalry  scouts,  that  me  enemy 
occupied  the  town  is  some  force  both  of  cavalry 
and  artillery. 

The  First  brigade,  coasisting  of  the  Twenty>- 
second  Indiana,  Seventy-fourth,  Seveflty^th, 
and  Fifly-ointh  IHfnois  regimefiiB,  and  the  Fifth 
Wiscondn  battery,  commanded  by  Colonel  P. 
Sidney  Po^,  was  isnuediaisly  deployed  for  an 
advatice  upon  the  town.  Finney's  Fifth  Wis- 
consin battery  was  posted  so  as  to  command  the 
town  and  all  approaches  firom  the  south-weat 
The  enemy's  cavahy  was  seen  by  Hob  time  taking 
position  on  a  range  of  hills  south-west  of  town, 
and  was  evidently  attempting  to  flank  our  posi- 
tion. A  few  sheUB  from  Pinney's  batteiy  soon 
caused  them  to  fall  back.  A  battery  which  by 
this  time  they  had  succeeded  in  getting  into 
position,  opened  fire,  but  was  after  a  few  rounds 
silenced  by  Pinney's  guns. 

The  Second  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Twenty- 
first  and  Thirty-eighth  Qlinois,  Fifteenth  Wis- 


consin, and  One  Hundred  and  First  Ohio  regi- 
ments, and  the  Second  Minnesota  batteiy,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Canin,  had  bv  &is  time 
formed  a  Ime  of  battle  on  Fbst*s  riglit,  and  mov- 
ing rapidfy  forward  soon  engaged  the  enemy's 
dismounted  cavalry  in  a  sharp  skirmiBh. 

The  Third  brigade,  consistmg  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  and  Thir^-fifth  Illinois,  Eightyfirst  Indiana, 
and  the  Eighth  Wisconsin  battery,  commanded 
by  Colonel  WoodruflF,  waa  deployed  on  the  right, 
so  as  to  cbedt  any  effort  which  might  be  made 
to  attack  my  iBank  from  this  direction.  CarHn 
advanced  in  excellent  order,  driving  eveiytlring 
before  him  untO  ordered  to  halt,  iuivine  dis- 
lodged the  enemy  from  his  position  enthrely. 

By  this  time  I  asoertaiiwd  that  the  enemy 
would  probabh"  make  another  effort  to  resist 
our  advance  about  two  miles  further  on,  and 
notwithstanding  ft  was  late  in  the  afternoon, 
and  the  men  were  much  fhttgued  from  a  hard 
day's  march  through  rain  and  mud,  I  could  not 
Ibrego  the  apportunily  thus  ofiered  in  giving 
them  another  chance  to  si^aKze  their  courage 
and  enduraiioe.  Ascertaining  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion as  wen  as  I  could,  I  ordered  the  advance. 
Their  lines  were  soon  discovered,  occupying 
a  range  of  high  rocky  hills,  through  which  the 
Nolensville  and  Triune  pike  passes,  known  as 
"  Knob's  Gkip."  This  was  a  fcvorable  position 
to  the  enemy,  and  well  guarded  by  artillery, 
which  opened  fire  at  long  range  upon  Carlin*s 
lines. 

HotchkiaB'  and  Ptmiev's  batteries  were  rapidly 
brouf  ht  into  action  and  opened  fire,  while  Car- 
lin's  brigade  charged  the  batteiy,  carried  the 
heights  in  his  front  and  capttired  two  guns.  Post  s^ 
brigade  carried  the  heights  on  the  left  of  the* 
TOM.  with  but  little  resistance,  while  WoodTufTs 
brigade  drove  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers  on 
the  extreme  right. 

The  day  had  now  closed,  and  I  ordered  the 
troops  to  bivouac  in  accordance  with  instruc 
tions  from  tlie  General  commanding,  who  arriveii 
at  ^s  time  upon  the  around,  followed  by  Gen- 
erals Sheridan^  and  Johnson's  divisions. 

The  steady  courage  and  scidieriv  zeal  dis> 
played  on  this  occasion  by  both  omcers  and 
Bien,  g«rve  ample  assurance  of  ^Imt  could  be 
expected  of  them  in  the  coming  struggle  at 
Murfreesboro. 

On  the  twenty-sev^th,  in  accordance  with 
the  General's  instructions,  the  division  took 
position  at  the  junction  of  ike  Bafie  Jack  road 
with  the  Nolensville  pike,  one  mile  from  Triune, 
where  it  remained  in  bivouac  until  the  morning 
of  the  twenty-ninth,  at  which  time  the  advuTice 
was  resnmedL  In  compliance  with  InslnictionB, 
I  moved  forward  on  the  Balle  Jack  as  far  as 
Stewart's  Creek,  a  few  miles  bevond  which  it 
was  repori^d*  by  our  cayafry  me  enemy  had 
i^own  himself  In  considerable  force.  The 
General  commanding,  arriving  at  this  time  in 
person  at  the  head  of  the  column,  oordered  a 
halt  until  tha  division  in  thb  rear  could  bo 
brought  up. 

Bngadier-General  Stanley,  commanding  the 
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cavalry  in  advaooe,  soon  reported  the  road  clear, 
and  the  march  was  reatuaed  wiiiot^  ohatruo- 
tion,  until  tke  e9tire  command  reached  the 
Wilkiu«on  pike,  jsix  miles  from  Murfreeaboro. 

The  diviaion  blTpnacked  durkur  the  night  al 
Overall's  Greek,  three  and  a  hduf  Boilea  from 
Murfreesboro,  tlie  left  brigade  reeting  on  tbe 
Wilkinson  pike.  On  the  mocoing  of  the  thir- 
tieth, the  division  moved  forward  and  to<dc 
position  on  (General  Sheridan's  right,  about  three 
oundr«i  yards  south  of  and  paralfel  ts  the  Wil- 
kinson pike,  in  which  position  it  remained  imtil 
two  o'clock  p»  x.  A  few  companies  of  skir- 
mishers thrown  to  the  front,  in  a  skirt  of  timber 
land,  6«oo  found  those  of  the  enemy,  and  for. 
several  hours  a  buisk  donnish  waa  kept  is> 
with  varymg  results. 

Aboat  two  o'dock  p.  jc,the  Genenl  oommaod- 
ing  ordered  a  general  advance  of  the  whole 
line.  This  the  enemy  seemed  at  first  dispoied 
to  resiat  only  with  his  skirmishers;  gittauallyf 
however,  as  both  parties  strengthened  their 
lines  of  skirmishers,  the  contest  oecame  more 
animated.  Our  Buiin  Unea  steadily  advanced, 
occnpj^ing  and  holding  the  grouna  gained  by 
the  slomishere,  until  about  half  an  hour  before 
sunset,  when  the  enemy's  position  was  plainly 
discovered  running  diagonaHy  across  the  old 
Murfreesboro  and  Franklin  road.  The  enemy's 
batteries  now  announced  our  close  proadmity 
to  their  lines.  Oarpenter's  and  Hotchkisa's.bai- 
teries  were  soon  brought  into  opposition  and 
opened  fire.  Woodrufrs  and  Carlm's  brigades 
by  this  time  felt  the  Bxe  of  the  enemy's  main 
lines  and  responded  in  the  most  gallant  manner. 

Post's  brigade,  moving  steadily  forward  on 
the  right,  after  a  meet  obstiuate  reaiatance  on 
the  peuct  of  &e  enemy,  succeeded  in  dtiving  his 
skinnidierB  from  a  sfrosg  position  in  our  front, 
forcing  them  to  retire  upon  their  main  lines. 
Night  soon  brought  a  close  to  the  conflict  Re- 
ceiving directions  at  this  time,  from  General  Mc- 
Cook,  to  desist  from  any  further  offensive  <)e- 
monstratioii  tfaah  what  might  be  uecesaary 
to  hold  my  position,  1  ordesed  the  troops 
to  rest  for  the  n^dit  on  their  aims.  Twe  bri- 
eades  of  Gkneral  Johnson's  division,  heretofore 
held  in  leserve,  arrived  and  took  position  on  my 
right  about  sunset,  thus  extending  our  liEe  <x 
battle  beyond  the  oid  Franklin  and  Mxirfrees- 
boro  road.  These  brigSidea  were  commanded 
by  GenanUs  Wiliieh  una  Kirk. 

The  vai^t  oaaaed  off  quietly  until  about  day- 
light, when  the  enemy's  forces  were  observed 
by  our  pickets  to  be  in  metioB.  Their  object 
could  not»  however,  with  certainty  be  deter- 
mined until  near  sunrise,  when  a  vigorous  attack 
was  made  upon  Willich's  and  Kirk's  brigades. 
These  troops  seemed  not  to  have  been  fuUy  pre- 
pared for  ue  assault,  and,  with  little  or  no  resist- 
ance, ret^<^tedfroin  their  position,  leaving  their 
artillerv  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  This  left 
my  right  brigade  exposed  to  a  flank  movement, 
whioh  the  enemy  wa«  now.  rapidly  exeouting, 
and  compelled  me  to  order  Post's  brinule  to  fall 
back  ana  partially  change  its  front    oimultane- 


oue  with  this  movement  the  enemy  commenced 
a  heavy  and  verv  determined  attack  on  both 
Gaclin's  and  WoocbrufiTs  brigades. 
.  These  brigades  were  imLy  prepared  for  &e 
attack,  and  received  it  wiu  veteran  courage. 
The  conflict  was  fierce  in  the  extreme  on  both 
sides. .  Our  loss  was  heavy,  and  that  of  the  ene- 
my no  less.  It  was,  according  to  my  observa- 
tions, the  best  contested  point  of  the  day,  and 
woidd  have  been  held  but  ibr  the  overwhelming 
force  moving  so  persistently  against  my  right 
Garlin  finding  his  right  flsuik  being  severelv 
pushed  and  threatened  with  bei^  turned, 
ordered  his  troops  to  retire.  WoodruS^s  brigade 
succeeded  in  repulsing  the  enemy,  and  holding 
its  position  until  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops 
on  both  its  flanks  compelled  it  to  retire. 

^nnejr's  battery,  which  was  posted  in  an  open 
field  upon  my  extreme  right,  and  ordered  to  be 
supported  by  a  part  of  Post's  brigade,  now 
opened  a  destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy's 
advancing  lines.  This  gallant  and  distineulBhcd 
battery,  supported  by  the  Twenfy-second  Indiana 
and  Fmy-ninth  Illinois  regiments,  together  with 
a  brigade  of  Grenerai  Johnson's  division,  com- 
manded bv  Colonel  Baldwin  (8ixth  Indiana  vol- 
unteers), for  a  short  time  brought  the  enemy  to 
a  chec^  on  our  right  Hotch^ss's  battery  had 
also,  by  this  tune,  taken  an  excellent  position 
near  the  Wilkinson  pike,  so  as  to  command  the 
enemy's  approach  across  a  large  cotton-flcld  in 
his  front,  over  which  he  was  now  advancing. 
The  infimtry,  however,  contrary  to  expectations, 
failed  to  support  this  battery^  and  after  firing  a 
few  rounds  was  forced  to  retire.  In  accordance 
with  instructions  received  during  the  night,  an- 
nouncing the  plan  of  operations  for  the  day,  I 
desisted  from  any  furtner  attempts  to  engage 
the  enemv  except  by  skirmishers  thrown  to  tne 
rear  for  that  purpose,  until  my  lines  had  reached 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  Nashville 
and  Murfreesboro  pikes,  when  I  aeain  deter- 
mined to  re-form  my  lines  to  resist  his  further 
advance.  To  this  order  but  few  of  the  regi- 
ments responded,  their  noke  being  much  thin- 
ned by  killed  and  wounded,  and  not  a  few 
availed  themselves  of  the  £»vorable  opportunity 
offered  by  the  dense  woods  through  whieh  we 
were  compelled  to  pass,  to  skulk  uke  cowards 
from  the  ranks. 

The  reserve  fbroe  here  moved  to  the  front, 
and  relieved  my  command  from  any  farther  par- 
ticipation in  the  engagemoDt  until  late  in  the 
afternoon,  when,  in  compliance  with  instructions, 
I  took  position  on  the  right  My  skirmishers 
were  immediately  thrown  out,  and  soon  engaged 
the  enemy's,  untd  night  brought  a  close  to  hos- 
tilities for  the  day. 

During  the  first  and  second  of  January,  the 
division  occupied  this  position  in  skirmishing 
with  ^e  enemy's  pickets  until  late  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  second,  when  I  received  orders  from 
General  Rosecrans  to  hasten  to  the  support  of  a 
part  of  General  Crittenden's  command,  who  had 
been  some  time  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy 
across  the  river,  on  our  extreme  left 
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Moyine  as  rapidly  as  pofldble  acroes  the  river 
to  the  field  of  battle,  I  fbund  our  gallant  troops 
forcing  tiie  enemy  back  on  his  reserves.  Tbe 
brigade  of  Colonel  Woodmif,  bein^  in  the 
advance,  only  arrived  in  time  to  participate  in 
the  eenorai  enni^ement 

After  relievhjg  the  troops  of  Gtenerai  Pahner 
and  Colonel  Beatly,  and  particnlarly  the  brigade 
of  Colonel  Hazen,  which  had  so  nobly  vindicated 
their  courage  in  ttie  fiien  closing  conflict,  I 
ordered  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers  to  be  thrown 
out.  The  enemy's  lines  were  soon  encountered, 
and  a  renewal  of  the  engi^ement  seemed  immi- 
nent A  few  rounds  of  grape  and  canister  from 
one  of  our  batteries,  however,  caused  them  to 
withdraw,  and  night  again  brought  a  cessation 
of  hostilities. 

During  the  flight  I  disposed  of  my  troops  in 
such  manner  as  would  best  enable  me  to  repel 
an  attack,  and,  in  compliance  with  instructions, 
I  directed  rifle-pits  and  breastworks  to  be  thrown 
up.  ThiB  was  done,  and  morning  ft>und  us  well 
prepared  for  any  emergency,  either  offensive  or 
defensive. 

The  following  day  (^Ird  of  January),  oonsid- 
erable  skirmislnng  was  kept  up  witliout  abate- 
ment, from  early  in  the  morning  untfl  dark. 
During  the  night,  I  received  orders  from  General 
Crittenden  to  witfidmw  my  command  from  the 
eaht  bank  of  the  river,  and  to  report  with  it  to 
General  McCook.- 

This  movement  was  executed  between  one 
and  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  during  which 
time  the  rain  fell  incessantly.  The  pickets 
about  this  time  reported  the  enemy  as  naving 
been  very  active  in  their  movements  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  ni^ht,  and  their  convictions 
tluitLe  was  evacuatmg  his  position.  Further 
observations  made  after  daylight  proved  this  to 
be  die  case. 

The  following  list  of  casualties  shows  a  loss  in 
the  division  during  the  several  engagements 
alcove  described,  as  foUows : 


Killed U 

Wounded 34 

Misflhig • •• 

Killed 176 

Woundad 784 

Missing , 399—1,359 

Total 1,411 

This  division  lost  three  pieces  of  artiUeiy, 
and  captnred  two.  In  the  list  of  oflBcers  killed, 
are  the  names  of  Colonel  Stem,  One  Hundred 
and  First  Ohio ;  Colonel  Williams,  Twenty-fifth 
Illipois ;  lieutenant-Colonel  Wooster,  One  Hun- 
dred and  First  Ohio ;  LieutenantOolonel  Mc- 
Kee,  Fifteenth  Wisconsin;  Captain  Carpenter, 
Eighth  Wisconsin  battery,  and  Captain  McCul- 
locn,  Second  Kentucky  cavaly,  of  my  staff,  who^ 
noble  deeds  of  valor  on  the  field,  had  ab*eady 
placed  their  names  on  the  list  of  brave  men. 


The  histoiT  of  the  war  will  record  no  brighter 
namea,  and  the  countr}'  w^ill  mourn  the  loss  of 
no  more  devoted  patriots  thsli  these. 

Amonr  ^e  wounded  are  Colonel  Alexander, 
Yweniy-nrst  QUnois  ;  LiefftenantColonel  IWmer, 
TVenty-second  ladiana ;  Oaptain  Pinney,  Fifth 
Wisconsin  battery,  and  Captain  Austin,  Acting 
Assistant  Adfutant-Ueneral,  on  die  staff  of  Col- 
onel Woodruff,  whose  names  it  affords  me  spe- 
cial gratification  to  mention. 

From  the  twenty-sixth  of  December,  until  the 
dose  of  the  engagement  on  the  fourth  of  Janu- 
ary, at  Murffeesboro,  no  entire  day  elapsed  that 
the  division  or  some  portion  of  it  dm  not  en- 
gage 4ie  enemy.  Dming  a  great  pert  of  the 
thne  "ttie  weather  was  excessively  inclement  and 
the  troops  suffered  much  from  expoaore.  A 
heavy  Nst  of  oasuahies  and  mudi  suffering  was 
unavoidable  under  the  drcmnatances. 

It  sifords  me  much  pleasure  to  be  abk  to  re^ 
port  the  cheerfyil  and  soldier-Uke  manner  in 
which  these  hardriiipe  and  privations  were  en- 
dured by  the  troops  throughout  History  will 
record,  and  the  country  reward,  Uieir  deeds. 

My  staff,  consisting  of  T.  W.  Morrison,  act- 
fog  Assistant  Adjutant-General;  Oaptain  H. 
Pease,  Inspector-C^eral ;  Captain  McCuOondh, 
Lieutenants  Frank  B.  Beync^,  and  Thomas  H. 
Dailey,  AidsKie-Camp ;  Surgeon  J.  L.  Judd,  Med- 
ical Director;  Captain  Shriver,  Ordnance  Offi- 
cer )  Lieutenant  R.  Flunket,  Provoat  Marehal ; 
private  Frank  Clark,  Cleric  to  Hie  Assistant  Ad- 
jutantOeneral,  and  acting  Aid-deOmip ;  de- 
ported themselves  throughout  the  entire  cam- 
paign, as  well  as  on  the  lmtie-6eld,  witii  distin- 
guished zeal  and  conspicuous  gaDantiy. 

While  expressfng  my  high  r^raxd  and  appro- 
bation oF  the  General  commanding,  I  deaire  to 
tender  my  thanks  to  yofuwlf,  Ifejer,  and  to  Col- 
onel Langdon,  Major  Bates,  Captains  Thurston. 
Williams,  and  Fisher,  of  his  staff,  for  the  prompt 
and  efficient  manner  in  which  the  field  duties 
were  performed  by  them, 

Dunng  the  severri  engagements  in  which  the 
division  participated,  my  subaHem  officers  at- 
tracted n^y  admii-ation  by  their  conspicuons  gal- 
lantry, and  whose  names,  I  regret,  cannot  be 
mentioned  in  this  report,  lliey  wm  be  remem- 
bered in  future  recommendation  for  promotion. 
I  am.  Major,  very  respeetfolly, 
Yovr  obedient  servant, 

JsFP.  0.  DAvn, 


GENOUL  8BEBn>AX*B  BIPOfEOL 

BKADQr^RTBRS  TflIRD  DXTIStOJr,  RlCDT  WOfO, 

Omf  a»  Srami  Bimu  Tiniiii—s, 

Janaiy  9«  1S63. 


} 


Mqfor  J.  A  CampbeU,  A^jkUmt-Qmeral  and 
Chief  (f  /Sferf  : 

Majob  :  In  obedience  to  instructiona  from  the 
headquartera  of  the  rigkt  wing,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  following  as  the  operations  of  my 
division,  from  the  twent^Hsfxth  aie^  of  December, 
1862,  to  the  sixth  day  of  Janiiery,  1868  : 

On  the  twenty-sixth  of  December  I  moved 
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from  camp,  near  Naahville.  on  the  Nolensyifle 
pike,  in  the  direction  of  NoleneviHe.  At  the 
crossing  of  Mill  Greek  the  enemy's  c&TaJry  made 
Bomc  resistance,  but  were  soon  i:t)utofl,  one  pri- 
vate and  one  Lieutenant  0|f  Hie  enemy  being 
captured. 

On  approaching  Nolensrille,!  received  a  mes- 
sag^o  from  Greneral  Davis,  wbo  had  arrived  at 
Noleosville,  via  the  Edmonson  pike,  that  the 
enemy  were  in  considerable  force  on  his  front, 
and  requesting  me  to  support  him. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  head  of  my  division  at 
Nolensville,  General  Davis  advanced  upon  the 
enemy's  position  about  two  miles  south  of  that 
place,  supported  by  my  division.  The  enemy 
had  here  made  a  t^d  in  a  gap  of  the  moun- 
tains, but  after  a  shai))  conmct  with  General 
Davis's  command,  were  routed  and  one  piece  of 
artiUeiy  captured. 

On  the  next  day  (twenty-sefventh)  I  supported 
General  Johnson  s  division  In  its  advance  on 
Triune,  where  the  enemy  were  supposed  to  be 
in  considerable  force. 

The  town  was  taken  possession  of  after  a 
slight  resistance,  the  main  portton  of  their 
forces  having  evacuated  the  place. 

On  the  twentjr-eighth  I  encamped  at  Triune. 
On  the  twen^-niftlii  I  supnorted  General  Davis's 
division,  which  had  the  advance  from  Triune  on 
Murfreesboro,  encamping  Ihat  night  at  Wilkin- 
son's Cross-roads,  from  which  point  there  is 
a  good  turnpike  to  Murfreesboro. 

On  the  next  day  (thirtieth)  I  took'the  advance 
of  the  right  wing  on  this  turnpike,  toward  Mur- 
freesboro, General  Stanley  with  a  regiment  of 
cavalry  having  been  thrown  in  advance. 

Aft^  arriving  at  a  point  about  three  miles 
from  Murfreesboro,  the  enemy's  infantry  pidcets 
were  encountered  and  driven  back,  their  num- 
bers constantly  increai^g  until  I  had  anived 
within  about  two  miles  and  a  quarter  of  Mur- 
freesboro. At  this  point  the  resistance  was  so 
strong  as  to  require  two  regiments  to  drive 
them.  I  was  here  directed  by  Major-General 
McCook  to  form  my  line  of  battle  and  place  my 
artillery  in  position.  My  line  was  formed  on 
tlie  right  of  the  pike  and  obliquely  to  it,  four 
regiments  to  the  front  with  a  second  line  of  fom: 
regiments,  within  short  supporting  distance,  in 
the  rev,  with  a  reserve  of  one  brigade,  in  col- 
umn of  regiments,  to  the  rear  and  opposite  die 
centre,  (^neral  Davis  was  then  ordered  to 
close  in  and  fbrm  on  my  right,  the  enemy  all 
thia  time  keeping  up  a  heavy  artmery  and  mus- 
ketry fire  upon  my  skirmishers. 

The  enemy  continued  to  occupy,  with  their 
skirmishers,  a  heavy  belt  of  timber  to  the  right 
and  front  of  my  line,  and  across  some  open 
fields,  and  near  where  the  left  of  Greneral  Da^'s 
diviaion  was  intended  to  rest  General  Davis 
was  A^n  directed  by  Major-Gkneral  McCook  to 
swing  his  division,  and  I  was  directed  to  swing 
my  right  brigade  with  it  until  our  conthiuous 
line  would  front  neiffly  due  east  This  would 
give  us  posscsfllon  of  the  timber  above  alluded 
to«  and  which  was  occupied  by  the  enemy's 


sVLrmisherB  in  considerable  force.  This  move- 
ment was  successful^  executed,  afler  a  stub- 
bom  resistance  on  tne  part  of  the  enemy\  in 
which  they  used  one  battery  of  artiliery.  This 
battery  wsa  silenced  in  a  very  short  time  by 
Bush's  knd  HescooVs  batteries,  of  my  division, 
and  two  of  the  enemy's  pieces  disabled. 

At  sundown  I  had  taken  up  ray  position,  my 
right  resting  in  the  timber,  my  left  on  the  Wilk- 
inson pike,  my  reserve  brigade  of  four  regi- 
ments to  the  rear  and  opposite  the  centre. 

The  lolled  and  wounded  4tiring  the  day  was 
seventy-five  men.  General  Davis's  left  was 
closed  in  on  my  rleht,  ana  his  line  thrown  to 
the  rear,  so  that  it  lormed  nearly  a  right  angle 
with  mine.  General  ^egley's  division,  of  Thom- 
as's corps,  was  immediately  on  my  left,  his  right 
resting  on  the  left  hand  si^e  of  the  Wilkinson 
pike. 

The  enemy  appeared  to  be  in  ^ong  force  in 
a  heavy  cedar-wood,  across  an  open  valley  in 
my  front  and  paralTel  to  it,  the  cedar  extending 
the  whole  length  of  the  valley,  the  distance 
across  the  valley  varying  from  tl^ree  hundred  to 
four  hundred  yards. 

At  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  thirty- 
first,  General  Sill,  who  had  command  of  my 
right  brigade,  reported  great  activity  on  the 
part  of  ue  enemy  immediately  in  nis  front. 
This  being  the  narrowest  point  in  the  valley,  I 
was  fearfm  that  an  attack  might  occur  at  tiiat 
point.  I  therefore  directod  two  regimenta  from 
the  reserve  to  report  to  General  Bffl,  who  placed 
them  in  position  in  Very  short  STq)portfng  dis- 
ance  of  his  lines. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  division 
was  assembled  .under  arms,  and  me  cannoniers 
at  their  pieces.  About  fifteen  minutes  after 
seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced to  the  attack  across  an  open  cotton  field 
OB  Sill's  front.  This  column  was  opened  on  by 
Du^'s  battery,  of  SiVs  brigade,  which  had  a 
direct  fire  on  its  front ;  also  by  Hesoock's  and 
Houghtaling's  batteries,  which  had  an  obIi(]ue 
fire  on  their  front,  from  a  commanding  position 
near  the  centre  of  my  line.  The  effect  of  this 
fire  upon  the  enemjrs  columns  was  terrible. 
The  enemy,  however,  continned  to  advance 
'until  they  had  reached  nearly  Hie  edge  of  tiio 
timber,  when  they  were  opened  upon  by  Sill's 
infantry  at  a  range  of  not  over  fifty  yard&  The 
destruction  to  tine  enemy's  column,  which  was 
dosed  in  mass,  being  several  regiments  in 
depth,  was  terrible.  For  a  short  tkne  they 
withstood  the  fire,  wavered,  then  broke  and 
ran;  still  directing  his  troops  to  charge,  which 
was  gallantly  responded  to,  and  &e  enemy 
driven  back  across  the  vaQey  and  behind  their 
intrenchments.  In  ^s  charee  I  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  lose  Geneial  SHI,  wno  was  kOied. 

Tlie  bri^pade  &en  fell  back  in  good  order  and 
renewed  its  original  lines.  The  enemy  soon 
rained  and  advanced  to  fhe  attack  en  my  ex- 
treme right,  and  in  front  of  Colonel  Woooruff, 
of  Davis's  division.  Here,  unfortunately,  the 
brigade  of  Colonel  Woodruff  g^ve  way,  alao  one 
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regiment  of  8ill*B  bri|ptde,  which  was  in  the 
second  line.  This  regiment  fell  back  some  dis- 
tance into  the  open  field  and  then  ralLed,  its 
place  beinff  occupied  by  a  third  regiment  of  my 
reserve.  M  this  time  the  enemy,. who  had 
attacked  on  the  extreme  right  oi  our  wing, 
against  Johnsos,  and  also  on  Davis^s  front,  had 
been  successful,  and  tbe  two  divisions  on  my 
riffht  were  retiring  ia  great  confusion,  closely 
followed  by  the  eneay,  completely  taming  my 
position,  and  exposing  my  line  to  a  fire  from  the 
rear.  I  bastilv  withdrew  the  whole  of  SilFs 
brigade,  aad  me  three  regiments  sent  to  sup- 
port it  at  the  same  time  directing  Colonel  Roe>- 
erts,  ol  the  left  brigade,  who  bad  dianged  front 
and  formed  in  column  of  regiments,  to  charge 
the  enemy  in  the  timber  from  which  I  had  with- 
drawn three  regiments.  This  was  very  gal- 
lantly done  bv  Colonel  Roberts,  who  captured 
one  piece  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  which  had  to 
be  aiMuidoned. 

In'  the  meantime  I  had  formed  Sill's  and  Shaet> 
fer*s  brigades  on  a  line  at  right  angles  to  my 
first  line,  and  behind  the  three  batteries  of 
artillery,  which  were  placed  *in  a  fine  position, 
directing  Colonel  Roberts  to  return  and  form  on 
the  new  lisle.  I  then  made  an  unavailing  at- 
tempt to  form  the  troops  on  my  right  in  this 
line,  iu  front  of  whi<d&  there  were  open  fields 
through  which  the  enenrf  was  approaching 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  fiescock's,  fioughtal- 
ing's,  and  Bushes  batteries. 

After  the  attempt  had  proved  to  be  entirehr 
unsuccessful,  and  my  risnt  was  again  turned. 
General  McGook  directed  me  to  advance  to  the 
front  and  foim  on  the  right  of  Negley.  This 
movement  was  snccessfully  aocymplidhed,  under 
a  heavy  fire  of  muskefry  and  artillery,  eveiy 
regiment  of  mine  remaining  unbroken. 

1  took  position  on  Negley's  right,  Roberts' 
brigade  having  been  placed  in  position  at  right 
an^es  to  Neglcy's  line,  facing  to  the  south,  tne 
other  two  brigades  being  placed  to  the  rear  and 
at  right  an^&  with  Roberis',  and  facing  the 
west,  covering  the  rear  of  Negley's  lines.  I 
then  directed  Houghtaling's  battery  to  take 
position  at  the  angle  of  iMie  two  lines,  Captain 
Heecodk  sending  one  section  of  his  battery, 
under  Iieate«uit  TaUafecro,  and  one  section  of 
Bush's  battery,  to  the  same  point ;  the  remaining 
pieces  of  Hescock's  and  Bush's  batteries  were 
placed  on  the  right  of  Negley's  lino,  &cing  to- 
ward Mmrfreesboro.  In  this  position  I  'vms 
immediately  attacked,  when  one  of  the  bitterest 
and  most  sanguinary  contests  of  the  whole  day 
ooourred. 

(General  Chatham's  division  advanced  on 
Roberte'  brigade,  %i^  heavy  masses  of  the 
enemy  with  three  batteries  of  artiHeiy  ad- 
vanced over  the  open'groand  which  I  had 
occupied  in  the  previous  part  of  the  engage- 
ment, at  the  same  time  the  enem^  evening 
from  tlisir  intreachments  in  the  direction  of 
Murfreesbaro. 

The  contest  then  became  terrible.  The  ene- 
my made  three  attacks  and  were  three  times 
repuUed,  the  artillery  range  of  the  respective 


batteries  being  not  over  two  hundred  yards. 
In  these  attacks  Roberts*  brigade  lost  its  gal- 
lant commander,  who  was  killed. 

There  was  no  sign  of  faltering  with  the  men, 
ike  only  cry  being  for  more  ammunition,  which, 
unfortunately,  could  not  be  supplied  on  account 
of  the  discomfiture  of  the  troops  on  the  right 
of  our  wing,  which  allowed  the  enemy  to  come 
in  and  capture  our  ammunition  train. 

Shaeffer*s  brigade  being  entirely  out  of  am- 
munition, I  directed  them  to  fix  bayonets  and 
await  the  enemy.  Roberts'  brigade,  which  was 
nearly  out , of  ammunition,!  directed  to  fall  back 
resisting  the  enemy.  Captain  Houghtaling,  hav- 
ing exhausted  all  his  ammunition,  and  nearly  all 
the  horses  of  his  battery  having  been  killed,  at- 
temptoa,  with  the  assistance  of  &e  men,  to  with- 
draw his  pieces  by  hand. 

Lieutenant  Taliaferro,  commanding  the  section 
of  Hescock's  battery,  having  been  killed,  and 
several  of  his  horses  shot,  his  two  pieces  were 
brought  off  byhis  sergeant  with  the  assistance 
of  the  men.  The  difficulty  of  withdrawing  the 
artillery  here  became  very  great,  the  ground 
being  rocky  and  covered  with  a  dense  growth 
of  cedar.  Houghtaling's  battery  had  to  Im  aban- 
doned, and  also  two  pieces  of  Bush's  battery. 
The  remaining  pieces  of  artillery  in  the  division 
were  brought  through  the  cedars  wi^  great 
difficulty,  under  a  terrible  fire  from  the  enemv, 
on  to  the  open  space  on  the  Murfreeaboro  pike, 
near  the  right  oi  General  Palmer's  division.  In 
oominp  through  the  cedars  two  regiments  of 
Shaen&'s  brigade  succeeded  in  obtaining  am- 
munition, and  were  immediately  put  in  front  t4) 
resist  the  enemy,  who  appeared  to  be  driving  in 
our  entire  lines. 

On  arriving  at  the  open  space  I  was  directs 
by  M^or^neral  Rosecrans  to  take  tliese  tno 
regimente  and  put  th^m  into  action  on  the  right 
of  Palmer's  division,  where  the  enemy  were 
pressing  heavily.  Tne  two  regimente  went  iu 
very  gtdlantly,  driving  the  enemy  from  the  cedar 
timber  and  some  distence  to  the  front.  At  the 
same  time  I  put  four  pieces  of  Hescook's  bat- 
tery into  action  near  by  and  on  the  same  tnmt 
The  other  two  regimente  of  Shaefiers  brigade, 
and  the  Thirty-sixth  Illinois,  of  BUVs  brigade, 
were  directed  to  cross  the  railroad,  where  they 
could  obtain  ammunition.  I  then,  by  direction 
of  liigor-General  McCook,  withdrew  the  two 
regimente  that  had  been  pkoed  on  tiie  right  of 
Palmer's  division,  also  Oaptein  Hescock's  ])icces, 
that  point  having  been  given  up  to  tbe  enemy 
in  the  re-arrangement  of  our  lines. 

These  regimente  of  Shaeffer's  brigade  having 
supplied  themselves  with  ammunition,  I  pnt  it 
into  action,  by  direction  of  Major-GenersJ  Rose- 
crans, directi^  to  the  front  and  r^ht  of  General 
Wood's  division,  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the 
railroad. 

The  brigade  advanced  through  a  dump  of 
timber,  and  took  position  on  the  edge  of  u  cot- 
ton field,  (dosa  upon  the  enemy's  linea,  relieving 
the  division  of  ueneral  Wood,  which  was  falling 
back  under  a  heavy  pressure  from  the  enemy. 

At  this  point  I  lost  my  third  and  last  brigpade 
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commands,  Colonel  Shaeffsr,  who  was  kIDed. 
The  brigade,  remalnhig  in  tins  position  rniMl 
after  it  had  expended  ito  ammunifeioii,  wae  with- 
drawn to  the  rear  of  l&is  timber,  when  it  was 
agam  mipplitid,  and  joined  by  the  Thirty -eixtii 
minois.  1  WEB  here  directed  \>y  Geoeraf  Ro«^ 
crana  to  f^km  a  dose  eolmnn  of  attack  and  charee 
^e  enemy  ahotild  tfiey  again  eom»  down  on  tne 
open  gronod. 

The  femainxng  portion  of  ftie  eyerang  this 
gaUant  brigade  remained  in  close  colvmn  ef 
legimeiita^  and  «id«r  fire  of  the  miaaxfB  bat- 
teries, whidi  killed  about  twenty' of  the  men  by 
round  allot  In  the  meantime,  Colenel  Roberts' 
brigade,  whfoh  bad  oome  ont  of  the  cedara  un> 
broken,  was  pnt  into  action  by  0eneftl  McGook 
at  a  point  a  short  ^tanee  to  the  rear,  where  the 
enemy  thresitened  onr  conunmisatfona  en  the 
Mnrfteesboro  f^Be. 

The  brificade,  having  but  three  or  four  rounds 
of  anuDunmon,  cheerfully  went  into  action,  gal- 
lantly ehargei  the  eneu^,  routing  Ihem,  recap- 
turing two  pieees  of  «rniery,  and  taking  forty 
prisoners.  The  rout  of  the  enesay  st  this  point 
deeerres  specia]  eonsldevation,  as  they  had  nearly 
reached  th^Murfreesboro  j)ike. 

Ba  the  night  of  Ifte  thirty^rst  I  was  plaoed 
in  position  on  |he  Ifurfreesboro  pfke,  iaciv^ 
soutm,  and  on  the  ground  where  Boberts'  bri- 
gade had  chai^^  the  enemy.  General  Davis 
being  on  my  ri^ 

On  the  first  of  lanuary  heavy  skirmish  fiehir 
ing,  wtl^  oecasional  aitOlery  shots  on  both  sides, 
was  kept  up  till  about  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  when 
a  charge  was  made  by  a  brigade  of  the  enemy 
on  my  position.  This  was  handsomely  repulsed, 
and  one  officer  and  eighty-five  men  of  the  enemy 
captsred.  Colonel  WaUosr's  brigade,  of  Thomas, 
corpe,  was  also  placed  wider  my  command  tern- 
ponurilr,  having  a  position  on  mv  left,  whore  the 
same  characHer  of  nc htipg  vws  kept  up. 

On  Hie  second  off  January  Colonel  Walker  sus- 
tained two  heavy  attacks,  which  he  gallanily 
repulsed.  On  the  Adrd  skfrmishing  took  place 
throughout  the  day.  On  the  fourth  all  was  quiet 
in  front,  the  enemy  having  disappeared.  On  the 
fifth  nothi^  of  Importance  occurred,  and  on 
the  sixth  I  moved  my  division  io  Its  present  camp 
on  Btone  Biver,  three  miles  south  of  Murfrees- 
boro  on  the  ShelbyviOe  pfte. 

I  truitfl  thitt  the  ftcuera  commanding  is  satis- 
fied with  mv  divinott.  It  fought  bravely  and 
welL  Tlie  loss  of  Houghtalin^'s  batterv  and 
one  section  of  Bush's  was  imavoidable.  AB  the 
horses  were  shot  down  or  disabled.  Captain 
Honghldlng  wounded,  and  LieQtsnaot  Taliaferro 
killecL 

My  dtvisioB,  db&e  andyunbroken,  made  a  gal- 
lant staad  to  protect  tfie  right  flank  of  our  army, 
being  all  that  remafbed  of  the  rielrt  wing.  Had 
niy  ammtmition  held  out  I  would  not  have  fatten 
back,  although  such  were  my  orders  if  hard 
pressed;  As  it  was,  thfb  determined  stand  of 
my  froops  gave  time  for  a  rearrangement  of  our 
lines. 

The  division  mourns  the  loss  of  8in,  tSbaeffBr, 
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sad  Rotorts.  They  w«re  aH  instaoiliy  kJNed, 
and  at  tlie  moment  when  their  gallant  brigades 
were  charging  the  SBei^.  Tliey  were  true 
soldiers^Mprompt  tmd  brave. 

On  the  deatii  of  these  officers,  respeetively. 
Colonel  Grensel,  Thirty-sixth  Illinois,  took  cqbi- 
mand  of  Sill's  brigade ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lai> 
bold,  Second  Missouri,  of  Shfleffer'B,and  Colonel 
Bradley,  of  Roberts'  brigade.  Tlisse  ofioers 
behaved  gaUaatly  throughout  thedav. 

It  IS  also  my  sad  duty  to  veoord  the  dsalh  of 
Colonel  F.  A.  Harrington,  of  the  Twenty-seventh 
flfinois,  who  fell  hsroicaUy  leading  his  regiment 
to  the  chazge. 

I  refer  with  pride  to  fte  splenAd  conduct, 
bravery,  and  efn^ency  of  the  fbUowlng  regi- 
mental commanders,  and  the  officers  ana  men 
of  their  re^Sp^ve  bommands : 

Colonel  F.  T.  Sherman,  Eighty-eighth  Illinois. 

Major  F.  JShrler,  Second  Missouri. 

LieutenantX)olonel  JoJm  Weber,  Fiftasath 
JtfiiMouria^ 

Oaptain  W.  W.  JBairett,  Forty-fovrtk  IHktta, 
(wounded). 

Major  W.  A.  FJreston,  Seveoty-third  IHkiois 
(wounded). 

Major  Silas  MDler,  of  Hhe  Thhty-sizth  Illinois 
(wounded  and  a  prisoner). 

Ca^tafin  P.  C.  OlesonJIhirty-sizth  Illinois. 

Major  G.C.  Hubbard,  Twenty-fourth  Wisconsin. 

Lieutenaiit^Boiooel  MeCkasiy,  Tweaty-first 
Michigan. 

Lieotenant-Colonel  K.  H.  Widworth,  Forty- 
second  Illinois. 

LieutenantOolonsl  F.  Swanuick,  Twenty^aeo- 
ood  Illinois  (wounded  and  a  prisoner). 

Captain  Samuel  Johnson,  Twenty-second  IHi- 
neis. 

Major  W.  A.  Schmitt,  Twenty-seventh  Illinois. 

Captain  Weseott,  Fifty-first  lllineis. 

I  respectfully  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Gen- 
eral commanding,  the  good  conduct  of  Captain 
Hescock,  Chief  of  Artillery,  whose  services 
were  aUnost  invaluable.  Also,  Captains  Hough- 
tailing  and  Bush,  and  the  oifioers  and  men  of 
their  batteries. 

Surgeon  D.  J.  Griffiths,  Medical  Director  of  my 
dfvishm,  and  Doctor McArthnr,  of  the  Board  of 
Medical  Ezaminess  of  Hineli,  wers  most  aosid" 
nous  in  their  care  of  the  wounded. 

Major  H.  F.  Diets,  PrcTvost  Marshal ;  Captaht 
Morhardt,  Topographical  fingiileer ;  Lieutenant' 
George  Lee,  ActingAssistant AdjfK3nt<General ; 
Lieutenants  A.  M.  Dennfng,  nrank  H.  Attefr,  B. 
W.  Delruin.  J.  L.  Foramn,  aad  Sowsrd,  Aidm- 
de-Campf  oflmers  of  my  staff,  were  of  the  ffPHA- 
est  service  to  me,  delivering  Iny  orders  IMthr 
full^,  and  premptty  diechaifing  the  duties  of 
their  respective  positions. 

The  ammunition  train  above  alluded  Io  as 
osfitured,  was  retaken  from  'die  enemy  by  the 
good  conduet  of  Oe^ytain  Thurston,  Ordnance 
Officer  of  the  corps,  and  lieutenant  I>9tiglta, 
Ordnance  Officer  of  my  division,  who,  with 
Sergeant  Goeper  oft  my  escort,  rallied  the  strag^ 
glers  and  drove  oif  the  enemy's  cavalry. 


An 
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laie  faHowiBg  is  the  tetalof  casiialtii*  m  tibA 
diiriaioat 

KiDed  W 

Wonniled 38 

MIsBing 11—     M 

BVIilBWD  MSiU 

Wounded » 943 

MwftBif.....^ 400-^^6 

Tfrfal 1,^ 

Of  the  eleven  officers  and  four  htmdred  en- 
listed men  missing,  maoj  are  known  to  be 
wonnded  and  in  tlie  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Prisoners  were  captured  from  the  enemy  1^ 
my  divisioOt  as  follows : 

Majors 1 

Oaplains % 1 

Lieutenants 3 

SoUMd  mtuk. 216 

7otal t . .  I . « 28 1 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servanti 

P.  H.  SHBftlDAM, 

Briginllcr-GenQral,  oommandlng. 

vmBBLAL  smtm  s.  NBounra  SHranL 

HEABQUAKESR3  EkKTH  DmBlQM,  \ 

UufOTCasaoBOy  January  8, 1808.  J 

Ma^  George  R  Fl^fni,  Ckirf  (/  Stog: 

QiR :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  theloUowiqg 
report  of  Hk^  operations  of  the  troops  under  my 
command,  in  tne  engagement  with  the  enen^ 
on  StoKie  River : 

On  Tuesday  morning,  December  thirtieth, 
1862,  the  Eiehdi  division,  composed  of  the 
Seventh  and  Twenty-ninth  brigades,  Schulfz's, 
Marshall's  and  Wells'  batteries,  was  posted  on  a 
reeling  slope  of  the  west  bank  of  Stone  Kiver. 
in  advance,  but  joinii^g  the  extreme  right  of 
General  Crittenden^s  line,  and  the  lefit  of  Genezal 
MoCook's. 

In  iLe  rear  and  on  the  r^t,  was  a  denae  oe- 
dar-woQ4  with  a  bsokeii,  rocky  surface.  IVom 
one  position,  several  roads  were  cut  through  the 
woods  in  our  rear,  by  which  to  bring  up  the 
artUlery  and  amasiipiioa  tndns. 

In  front,  a  heavy  g^ewth  of  oak  timber  ex- 
tended toward  the  river,  ^ich  was  about  a 
mile  distant  A  narrow  thicket  dittfonallv 
croseed  our  left,  and  skirted  the  base  of  f^  c\u^ 
tivatod  slope,  eii>aDding  to  the  width  of  a  mile, 
as  it  approached  the  Nashville  pike. 

This  slope  afforded  the  enemy  his  command- 
ing position^  (in  the  centre),  on  the  crest  of 
whicn  his  rifle-pits  extended  (with  interval^ 
from  the  oak  timber  immediate^  in  my  front,  to 
the  Na«hville  pike,  with  a  battery  of  four  Na- 
poleon and  two  iron  guns,  placed  k^  position, 
near  the  woods,  and  about  eight  hundred  yards 
from  my  position. 


this  tteber*  on  the  river  baok^  the  en- 
emy massed  his  columns,  for  the  movements  of 
the  next  day. 

His  skirmishers  were  driven  from  our  inune^ 
diate  front  after  a  sharp,  contsst;  iu'^rhich  the 
Nineteenth  Blinoia  and  Seventy-eighl^  Peiin- 
Sjrlvania  volunteers  dispkyed  admiiahle  effi- 
cienogr.  The  position  of  m^  eonunand  was  held, 
under  a  heavy  fire,  until  darkness  terminated 
the  skirmishing  In  our  front,  \>y  which  time  we 
had  inflicted  considerable  loss  upon  the  enemj. 

In  the  meantime,  General  Siieridan  a  division 
oaine  up  and  formed  *'  line  of  bettJe**  (his  left 
resting  oi\  my  tighti,  and  bM;an  to  advance, 
driving  the  enemy,  until  no  had  passed  the  cen- 
tre of  my  brigade. 

While  Greoeial  Sheridan  was  in  this  position, 
I  changed  my  front  sUghtff  «  bearing  it  more  to 
the  \en,  to  avoid  masking  a  portion  of  Sheridan's 
command. 

The  iroops  remained  in  this  position  and  in 
"  order  of  battle"  aU  ni^hi^  chcHEof  vUy  enduring 
the  cold  and  rain,  awaiQDg  the  jaorrow's  susk,  to 
renew  the  contest 

Early  the  next  momuig,  and  before  the  heavy 
fog  had  drifted  from  our  ^oot^  the  eMmj^  iu 
strong  force,  attacked  Geaeral  McCook's  r^t, 
coinmenciz^  a  general  eiu^a^ement,  which  in- 
creased in  mtensil^  towardhis left. 

Sheridan's  division  stood  itagsonnd  manfolly, 
supported  by  the  Eighth  division^  repulsing  and 
driving  the  enemy  at  evenr  advanoe. 

The  enemy  stUl  gained.' ground  on  General 
McOook's  right,  and  succeeded  in  placing  sev- 
eral batteries  in  < position,  wliich  covered  my 
right ;  from  these,  and  the  battery  on  my  left, 
which  npw  opened,  the  troops  were  expoaed  to 
a  converging  Are,  which  was  most  destructive. 

Houghtahng^s,  Schultz's,  Marshall's,  Bush's, 
and  Wells'  batteriea  were  all  ordered  into  action 
in  my  fron^  pouring  destructive  voUeya  of  m4>e 
and  shell  into  the  ad^^nc&g  columns  of  uxe 
enemy,  mowing  him  down  like  swaths  of  grain. 

For  four  hours  the  Eighth  division,  with  a 
portion  of  Sheridans  and  Pahner's  divifiioua, 
maintained  their  position,  amid  a  miuderons 
storm  of  lead  ana  iron,  strewing  the  gromid 
with  their  heroie  dead* 

The  enemy,  maddened  to  desperation  by  the 
determined  resistance,  still  pressed  forward 
&esi^  troops,  concentn^tiug  and  fonnii^  them 
in  a  concentric  linOf  on  eit^  flag^. 

By  eleven  o'clock,  Shendan's  men,  with  their 
ammuiitioD  exhausted,  were  ibtling  bs^  Gen- 
eral Rousseau's  reserve  and  General  PeJmer  s 
division  had  retired  in  Qiq  rear  of  tl\e  oedars,  to 
form  a  new  line.  The  artillery  aiumuni^oa  was 
expended^at  of  tiie  infantry  seduced  to  a  few 
rounds,  llie  artillery  horses  were  neiirly  all 
killed  or  wounded ;  wo^  ammunition  train  had 
been  sent  back,  to  avoid  capture;  a  heavy 
column  of  the  enemy  was  marching  directly  t^ 
our  rear,  through  tike  cedars.  Communicatiou 
w^th  Grcnerals  Boaecraos  and  Thomas  was 
entirely  cut  off,  and  it  was  manifestly  impoasibld 
for  my  oommand  to  hold  the  posibon,  without 
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eventually  m&kiog  a  hopelesB,  fmitteas  saorifice 
of  the  whole  divimon. 

To  rehire,  was  but  to  cut  our  w»y  tktmgh 
the  ranks  of  the  enemy.  The  order  wm  given, 
and  vmtiMiy  execated ;  drirfng  back  the  enemy 
in  front,  and  checking  his  approaol»ig  colmmifl 
in  OUT  rear. 

All  the  regfmeifls  in  my  oommand  distin- 
pished  themselves  for  their  coolness  and  daring, 
freqiLen^*  halting  m\d  ciiarging  the  enemy,  un- 
der a  wi&ering  fire  of  musketry. 

On  approaching  Gfenend  Rousseas's  line,  the 
liattalion  of  regulars,  under  command  of  Major 
King,  at  my  request,  gallantly  charged  forward 
to  our  assistance,  sustaining  a  severe  loss  in 
officers  and  men,  in  the  effort 

Colonels  Stanley  and  Miller  now  promptly 
re-fonned  their  brigsdes,  with  the  remaining 
portions  of  the  batteries,  and  took  position  on 
the  new  line,  as  designated  by  Major-General 
Thomas. 

Shortly  afterward,  the  Twenty-ninth  brigade 
was  ordered  to  the  left,  to  repel  an  attack  nrom 
the  enemy's  cavalry  upon  the  trains. 

The  troops  remained  in  line  all  night  and  the 
next  day  in  '*  order  of  battle"  until  noon,  when 
the  division  was  ordered  to  the  right  of  General 
McCookls  line,  in  expectation  of  an  attack  upon 
his  front 

The  next  day  f  Jantmry  two)  at  one  o'clock 
p.  H.,  nly  commana  was  ordered  to  the  support 
(>f  General  Crittenden,  on  the  left,  and  took  posi- 
tion in  the  i«ar  of  the  batteries,  on  the  west  bank 
of  Stone  River. 

About  three  p.  h.  a  strong  force  of  the  enemy, 
with  artillery,  advanced  rapidly  upon  General 
Van  elevens  division ;  which,  after  sustaining  a 
severe  fire  for  twenty  or  thirty  minutes,  foil  back 
in  considerable  disorder;  the  enemy  pressing 
vigorously  forward  to  the  river  bank. 

At  &is  important  moment,  the  Eighth  division 
was  ordered  to  advance,  which  it  did  promptly ; 
the  men  crossing  the  river  and  charging  up  tne 
Bteep  bank  witn  unflinching  bravery.  The 
Twetity-firat,  Eighteenth,  Sixty-ninth,  and  Seven- 
tr-fourth  Ohio,  Nineteenth  IllJnois,  Eleventh 
Michigan,  Thirty-seventh  Indiana,  and  Seventy- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  disj^ying  their 
nsnal  promntness  and  gallantry.  Four  pieces  of 
artillexy  ana  a  stand  of  colors  belonging  to  the 
Twenty-sixth  (rebel)  Teanessee,  were  captured 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  also  a  large  number 
of  prisoners ;  the  enemy  retreating  in  disorder. 

It  is  proper  to  mention  here,  that  the  artillery 
practice  of  Schultz's,  MendenhaU's,  Standart's, 
Wells*,  MarahalFs,  and  Stokes'  batteries,  which 
were  acting  temporarily  under  my  orders,  in  this 
engagement,  was  highly  satisfactory,  giving  the 
enemy  great  tribulation. 

The  promptness  displayed  by  Osptain  Stokes, 
in  bringing  his  battery  into  action  by  my  orders, 
and  the  efficient  manner  with  which  it  was 
served,  affords  additional  evidence  df  his  marked 
ability  and  bravery  as  an  officer  and  patriot  In 
the  same  connection,  I  feel  permitted  to  speak 
in  complimentary  tenns  of  the  gallant  Morton, 


and  his  pioneer  brigade,  which  marched  for< 
ward  under  a  aoalliing  fire,  to  tha  support  of  my 
division. 

The  enemy  having  fallen  back  to  his  intrench- 
ments,  my  division  re-crossed  the  river  and 
resumed  its  former  position. 

On  the  evening  of  the  fowth.  the  Twenty- 
ninth  brigade  was  moved  forward  to  the  norui 
bank  of  Stone  River,  near  the  railroad,  as  an 
advanced  force.  On  the  same  day,  General 
Spears'  First  Tennessee  brigade  was  assigned  to 
the  Eighth  division.  This  brigade  distinguished 
itwlf  on  the  evenkig  of  the  second,  in  a  des- 
perate charge  on  the  enemy.  On  the  morning  of 
the  fifth,  I  was  ordered  to  take  comaiand  of  the 
advance,  and  pursue  the  enemy  toward  Mnr- 
freeaboro. 

By  nine  a.  m.,  the  Eighth  division.  Walker's 
brigade  (pioneer  brigade),  and  Genetal  Stanley *s 
cavalry  force  had  crossed  the  river  and  taken 
possession  of  Muxfreesboro,  without  meeting 
any  resistance ;  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  re- 
treating on  the  Manchester  and  SkeibyviUe 
roads,  our  cavalry  pursuing,  supported  by  the 
Twenty-ninth  brigade,  on  me  Shelbyville  ^nke, 
and  by  Colonel  Byrd^s  First  East  Tennessee 
regiment,  on  the  Manchester  pike. 

The  rear  guard  of  tha  enemy  (three  regiments 
cavalry  and  one  battery)  was  overtaken  on  the 
Manchester,  five  miles  from  Murfireesbore. 
Colonel  Byrd  fearlessly  char^ad  this  unequal 
force  of  the  enemy,  driving  him  from  his  posi- 
tion, with  a  loss  of  four  killed  and  twelve 
wounded ;  enemy's  loss  not  ascertained. 

Our  army  marched  quietly  into  Murfreesboro, 
the  chosen  position  of  the  enemy,  which  he  was 
forced  to  absmdon  after  a  series  of  desperate  en- 
gagements. The  joyful  hopes  of  traitors  have 
been  crushed-^treason  receiving  another  fatal 
blow. 

My  command  enthusiasticallyjoin  me  in  ex- 
pression of  admiration  of  the  official  conduct  of 
Generals  Rosecrans  and  Thomas.  During  the 
most  eventful  periods  of  the  engagements  their 
presence  was  at  the  point  of  danger,  aiding 
with  their  counsels  and  animatine  the  troops  by 
their  personal  bravery  and  cool  determination. 

I  refer  to  my  command  with  feelings  of  na- 
tional pride  for  the  living,  and  personal  sorrow . 
for  the  dead.  Without  a  murmur,  they  made 
forced  marches  oyer  almost  impassable  roads, 
through  drenching  winter  rains,  without  blankets 
or  a  diangd  of  dothing ;  deprived  of  sleep  or 
repose,  constantly  on  duty  for  eleven  days ;  liv- 
ing three  days  on  a  pint  of  flour  and  parched 
eOrn.  Ever  vigilant,  always  ready,  sacrificing 
their  lives  with  a  contempt  of  peril,  displaying 
the  coolness,  determination,  and  high  discipline 
of  veterans,  they  are  entitled  to  our  country's 
gratitude.  Pennsj^lvania,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  In- 
diana, minois,  luchigan,  and  Tennessee,  may 
proudly  inscribe  upon  their  scrolls  of  fame  the 
names  of  the  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvmia  vol- 
unteers, i^hteentfa,  Twentf-tnt)  Sixty-ninth, 
and  Beventy-fourtb  Ohio,Schultz's  and  Marshall's 
(Ohio)  batteries,  the  Eleventh  Michigan,  Nine- 
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teeath  Illinois,  Thirty-MTWith  ludiaaa,  Wells* 
section  (Kentnoky)  Imttery,  and  8|>ears*  Tetwes- 
see  brigade. 

I  wish  to  make  honorable  mention  of  the 
braverj  and  efficient  eenrices  rendered  by  the 
following  named  officers  and  men,  for  whom  I 
earnestly  request  jwomotion : 

Brigadier-General  Spears,  commanding  First 
Tennessee  brigade,  ^ 

Colonel  T.  R.  Stanley,  Eighteenth  Ohio  volun- 
teer inCwtry,  commanding  Twentynunth  bri- 
gade. 

Colonel  John  T.  Miller,  Twenty-ninth  Indiana 
volunteers,  commanding  Seventh  brigade. 

Captain  Jmt,  St.  dair  Morton,  commanding 
pioneer  brigade. 

Captain  James  H.  Stokes,  commanding  Chicago 
battery. 

Major  John  H.  Kmg,  commanding  Fifteenth 
United  States  infiBntry. 

Captain  Bush,  commanding  Fourth  Indiana 
battery. 

CaptuA  James  A.  Lowrie,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General. 

liemtenant  Fred.  H.  Kennedy,  Aid-de-Camp. 

G^>tain  Charles  T.  Wing,  Assistant  Quarter- 
master. 

Major  Fred.  H.  Gross,  Medical  Director. 

Captain  James  R.  Hayden,  Ordnance  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Wm.  W.  barker,  Aid-de-Camp. 

Lieutenant  Robert  H.  Cochran,  Provost  Mar- 
shal 

Lieutenant  Francis  Riddell,  acting  Assistant 
Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


LieateuMii  Gbariss  C'Cook,  acting  Aid-de- 
Oamp. 

LuHilenant  W.  D.  lagraham,  TopogMphical 
Engineers. 

&ptain  Frederick  Shults  and  LieiU^nant 
Joseph  Hein,  Battery  M,  First  Ohio  artillery. 

Lieutenants  Alex.  Marshall,  John  Crable,  and 
Robert  D.  Whittlesey,  BaMeiy  6,  First  Ohio 
artiUeiy. 

Captain  W.  &  Standsrt,  Battery  B,  First  Ohio 
artilleiy. 

Lieutenant  A.  A.  EQsworth,  commanding 
Wells'  section  Kentucky  artillery* 

lieutenant  W.  H.  Spenoe,  Wells'  section  Ken- 
tucky artillery. 

Lieutenant  H.  Teiry,  Third  Ohio  cavalry. 

Secretaries—Sergeant  H.  B.  Fletcher,  Oom- 
ranjrK, Nineteenth  Illinois  volunteers;  Corporal 
Ruius  Rioe,  Company  K,  First  Wisconsin  volun- 
teers; Private  James  A.  Sangston,  Company  C, 
Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  oer- 
geant  Charles  Rambour,  Company  K^  Seventy- 
fourth  Ohio  volunteers ;  Wm.  LongweU,  Ordhezly, 
Seventh  Pennsylvania  cavahy. 

Escort— Sergeant  George  C.  Lee,  Corporal 
K  K  Daugherty,  Privates  Henry  Schwenk, 
Henry  R  Zimmerman,  John  Higgins,  Leon  Starr, 
Daniel  Walker,  John  MoCorkle,  Abraham  Kep- 
puly,  George  GiUem,  John  Cunningham. 

The  following  is  an  approximate  report  of  the 
casualties  in  my  command,  during  the  bathes 
before  Murfreesboro,  December  thirtieih  and 
thirty-first,  1862,  and  January  sacond  and  tiiird 
1863: 


CaauaUies. 


OOMKiKD. 


SeooBd  Dt^iskn— Centre— Franeenth 
Army  Corps. 


Flfst  TenneBsee  Brigade,. 
Twenty-ninth  Brigade,. . . 
Serenth  Brigade, 


tftfantrjfy <. 


Schalti  Battery.... 
Marshall's  Battery,. 
Wells' BaUery 


Total 


Wdct  isto  Acnox. 
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93 
71 
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8 
2 


287 
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784 
1719 
1948 


4401 

78 

110 

47 


282 
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8 

37 


45 
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116 

40 


212 


257 


18 
13 


KlUed. 


8 
8 


11 


11 


8 

78 
79 


160 

1 

8 
1 


167 


Lost  vk  Aoikht. 


Wounded.     Iflssing. 


I 


1 

26 
20 


46 


47 


I 


22 

259 
416 


096 


6 
8 


8 
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I 


91 
198 


287 

1 

14 
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21 


1     808 


6 
84 
19 


67 


62 


I 
s 


1 
8 


4 

12 

6 


26 


X 


I 
I 

5 


1 

4 
l.i 


dii 


Rbcabxs.— My  oommand  captured  upwards  of  four  hundred  prisoners,  four  brass  field  pieces,  and  one  stand  of  re^ESmaatal 
colors. 


I  hav*  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respeotfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 


James  S.  Nbglst. 

Brlgadkr-GcneFai,  comiiiaDdlog, 
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Kasbvuue,  TisrxEaBB,  Y 

January  11,  1088.  / 

Minor  Charge  K  FlyrU,  Chitf  of  Sicff: 

biR :  I  havo  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken 
by  my  command,  the  Third  division  of  the  army, 
in  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  begun  on  the 
thirtj'-first  ultimo,  and  ended  on  the  third  instant : 

Birly  on  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth  ult.,  in 
obedience  to  the  order  or  Maior-Qeneral  Thomas, 
my  division  moved  forward  toward  Murfrees- 
boro fr6m  Btewartsboro,  on  the  Nashville  and 
Murfreesboro  turnpike,  about  nine  miles  from 
the  latter  place.  Cm  the  march  forward  several 
dispatches  from  General  Rosecrans  reached  me, 
aaloog  exactly  where  my  command  was,  and  the 
hour  and  minute  of  the  dav.  In  consequence 
we  moved  rapidly  forward,  halted  but  once,  and 
that  for  only  five  minutes.  About  half  past  ten 
o'clock  A.  K.,  we  reached  a  point  three  miles 
from  Murfreesboro,  where  Generals  Rosecrans 
and  Thomas  were,  on  the  Nashville  and  Mur- 
fruesboro  turnpike,  and  remained  during  the 
day,  and  bivouacked  at  night 

At  about  nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  thirty-first, 
the  report  of  artillery  and  the  heavy  firing  of 
small  arn^s  on  our  right  announced  that  the  battle 
had  beeun  by  an  attack  on  the  right  wing,  com- 
mandea  by  Major-General  McCook.  It  was  not 
long  before  the  direction  from  which  the  firing 
came,  indicated  that  General  McCook's  command 
bad  given  way  and  was  yielding  ground  to  the 
enem^^  His  forces  seemed  to  swing  round  toward 
our  right  and  rear.  At  this  time  wnetal  Thomas 
ordered  me  to  advance  my  division  quickly  tA 
the  front  to  the  assistance  of  General  McCook. 

On  reaching  the  right  of  General  Negley*s 
line  of  battle,  General  Thomas  there  directed  me 
^j  let  my  left  rest  on  his  right,  and  to  deploy 
my  division  off  toward  the  right  as  far  as  I  could, 
Ko  as  to  resist  the  pressure  on  General  McCook. 

^e  consulted  and  agreed  as  to  where  ihe  line 
should  be  formed.  This  was  in  a  dense  cedar- 
brake,  tlirough  which  my  troops  marched  in 
quick  time  to  get  into  position  before  the  enetny 
reached  us.  He  was  then  but  a  few  hundred 
yards  to  the  front,  sweepinr  up  in  immense 
numbers,  drivii^g  everything  oefore  him.  This 
ground  was  new  and  unknown  to  us  alL  The 
woods  were  almost  impassable  to  infantry,  and 
artillery  was  perfectly  useless,  but  the  line  was 
prompfiy  formed.  The  Seventeenth  brigade. 
Colonel  John  Beatty  commanding,  on  the  left:  the 
regular  brigade,  Lieutentant-Cmonel  0.  L.  She^- 
ard  commanding,  on  the  right ;  the  Ninth  bri- 
gade, Colonel  5.  F.  Scribner  coimnanding,  was 
placed  perhaps  a  hundred  yards  in  l^e  rear  and 
opposite  the  centre  of  the  front  line,  so  as  to 
support  either  or  both  the  brigades  in  front, 
^  occasion  might  require.  My  recollection  is 
that  perhaps  Ihe  Second  and  Thirty-third  Ohio 
raiments  filled  a  gap  between  General  Ne^ley^s 
J^ght  and  the  Seventeenth  brigade,  occasioned 
by  the  effort  to  extend  our  lines  far  enough  to  the 
riglit  to  afford  the  desired  aid  to  General  McCook. 

The  Twcnty-eigh^  brigade,  Colonel  John  C. 
ctiirkweather  commanding,  and  Stone's  battery  | 


of  the  First  Kentucky  artillery,  were  at  Jefferson 
crosshig  on  Stone  River,  about  ei|^t  miles  below. 

Our  fines  were  hardly  formed  before  a  drop- 
ping fire  from  the  enemy  announced  his  approach. 
General  McCook's  troops,* in  a  good  deal  of  con- 
fusion, retired  through  our  lines,  and  around  our 
right,  under  a  most  terrific  ftre.  The  enemy  in 
pursuit  furiously  assailed  our  front,  and,  greatly 
outflanking  us,  passed  around  to  our  rignt  and 
rear. 

By  G^eral  Thomas's  direotion  I  had  already 
ordered  the  artillery,  Loanis*  and  Guenther  s 
batteries,  to  the  open  field  in  the.  rear.  Seeing 
that  my  command  was  outflanked  on  the  right, 
I  sent  orders  to  the  brijeade  coimnanders  to , 
retire  at  once  also  to  this  field,  and  riding  back 
myself,  I  posted  the  batteries  on  a  ridge  in  the 
open  ground  parallel  with  our  line  of  battle, 
and  as  my  men  emerged  from  the  woods  they 
were  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  right  and 
left,  and  in  support  of  these  batteries,  which 
was  promptiy  done.  We  had  perhaps  four  or 
five  hundred  yards  of  open  ground  in  our  front. 
While  the  batteries  were  unlimbering,  seeing 
General  Van  Oleve  close  by,  I  rode  up  and  asked 
him  if  he  would  move  his  command  to  the  right, 
and  aid  in  checking  up  the  enemy  by  forming  on 
my  left,  and  thus  giving- us  a  more  extended 
line  in  that  direction  in  the  new  position  taken. 
In  the  promptest  manner  possible  his  line  was 
put  in  motion,  and  in  double^nick  time  reached 
the  desired  point  in  good  season. 

As  the  enemy  emerged  from  the  woods  in 
great  force  shouting  and  cheering,  the  batteries 
of  Loomis  and  Guenther,  double-shotted  with 
canister,  opened  upon  them.  They  moved 
straight  ahead  for  awhile,  but  were  finally 
driven  back  with  immense  loss.  In  a  littie 
while  they  rallied  again,  and,  as  it  seemed,  with 
fresh  troops,  again  assailed  our  position,  and 
were  again,  after  a  fierce  struggle,  driven  back. 
Four  deliberate  and  fiercely  sustained  assaults 
were  made  upon  our  position,  and  repulsed. 
During  the  last  assault,  I  wad  hiformed  that  our 
troops  were  advancing  on  our  right,  and  saw 
troops,  out  of  my  division,  led  by  General  Rose- 
crans, moving  in  that  direction.  I  informed 
General  Thomas  of  fiie  fact,  and  asked  leave  to 
advance  my  lines.  He  directed  me  to  do  so. 
We  made  a  charge  upon  the  enemy  and  drove 
him  into  the  woods,  my  staff  and  orderlies  cap- 
turing some  seventeen  prisoners,  including  a 
Captain  and  Lieutenant,  who  were  within  one 
hundred  and  thirty  yards  of  the  batteries.  This 
ended  the  fighting  of  that  day,  the  enemy  in 
immense  force  hovering  in  the  woods  during 
the  night,  whUe  we  slept  upon  our  arms  on  the 
field  of  battle.  We  occupied  this  {>osition  dur- 
ing the  three  following  days  and  nights  of  the 
fignt  Under  G^eneraTThomas's  direction  I  had 
it  intrenched  by  rifle-pits,  and  believe  the  enemy 
could  not  have  taken  it  at  all. 

During  the  day,  the  Twenty-eighth  brigade, 
Colonel  Starkweatiier,  was  attacked  by  Wheeler*s 
cavalry  in  force,  and  some  of  the  wagons  of  his 
train  were  burned  before  they  reached  him, 
having  started  that  morning  from  Stewartsboro 


502 


KEBELUOSr    BBOCttD,    1862-65. 


to  loin  him.  The  enemy  were  fi&a%  rMmked 
and  driven  off  with  lose.  Bia/kweakkes  %  loss 
was  smaUL  In  this  afihir  the  whole  brigade 
behaved  handsomely. 

The  burden  of  the^fight  fell  upon  the  Second 
Wigconsin,  Lieutenant^lonel  Hdbart  command- 
ing. This  regimMit,  led  by  its  efficient  com- 
mander, behaved  like  vetesans.  From  the 
evening  of  the  thirty-first  until  Saturday  night, 
no  general  battle  occurred  in  front  of  my  divis- 
ion, though  firioi^  of  artillery  and  small  arms 
was  kept  up  dunng  the  day,  and  much  of  the 
small  arms  during  the  night  The  rain  on  the 
night  of  the  thirty-first,  which  continued  at 
intervals  until  the  Saturday  night  foDowing, 
'  rendered  the  ground  occupied  by  my  command 
exceedingly  sloppy  and  muddy,  and  during  much 
of  the  time  my  men  had  nei^er  shelter,  food, 
nor  fire.  I  procured  corn,  which  they  parched 
and  ate,  and  some  of  them  ate  horse-steaks  cut 
and  broiled  from  horses  on  the  battle-field.  Day 
and  night  in  the  cold,  wet  and  mud,  my  men 
suffered  severely,  but  during  the  whole  time  I 
did  not  hear  one  single  murmur  at  their  hard- 
ships, but  all  were  (3ieerfu]  and  ever  ready  to 
stand  by  their  arms  and  fight  Such  endurance 
I  never  saw.  In  these  severe  trials  of  their 
patience  and  their  strengih,  they  were  much  en- 
couraged by  the  constant  presence  and  solicitous 
anxiety  of  General  Thomas  for  their  welfare. 

On  the  evenu%  of  Saturdav,  third  inst,  I 
asked  permission  of  General  Thomas  to  drive 
the  enemy  from  a  wood  on  our  left  front,  to 
which  he  gave  his  consent  Just  before,  I 
directed  the  Irabtteries  of  Guenther  and  Loomis 
to  shell  the  woods  with  six  rounds  per  gun, 
fired  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Tliis  was  very 
handsomely  done,  and  ended  just  at  dark,  when 
the  Third  Ohio,  Lieutenant^losel  0.  H.  Law- 
son,  and  Eighty-eighth  Indiana,  Colonel  George 
Himiphreys,  both  under  command  of  the  bri- 
gade commander.  Colonel  John  Beatty,  moved 
promptly  up  to  ike  woods.  When  near  the 
woods  they  received  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy,  but  returned  it  vigorously  and  gallantly 
and  pressed  forward.  On  reaching  the  woods 
a  fresh  body  of  the  enemy,  attracted  bv  the  fire, 
moved  up  on  their  left  to  support  them.  On 
that  body  of  ^  enemy  Loomis  s  battery  opened 
with  shell.  The  fusilade  was  very  rapia,  and 
continued  for  perhaps  three-quarters  of  an  hour, 
when  Beatty's  command  drove  the  enemy  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  and  held  the  woods.  It 
turned  out  that  the  enem^  were  posted  behind 
a  stone  breastwork  in  me  woods,  and  when 
ousted  about  thirty  men  were  taken  prisoners 
behind  the  woods.  This  ended  the  oattle  of 
Murfireesboro. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirty-first,  six  com- 
panies of  the  Second  Kentucky  cavalry,  Major 
Thomas  P.  Nicholas  commanding,  were  ordered 
down  to  watch  and  defend  the  fordis  of  Stone 
B-iver  to  our  left  and  rear.  The  cavalry  of  the 
enemy  several  time^in  force,  attempted  to  cross 
these  fords,  but  Nicholas  very  gsJlandy  repulsed 
them  with  loss,  and  they  did  not  cross  tb«  riv^r 


I  should  favve  iiientMNiied>that  Fktday  eTening 
late  I  was  directed  by  General  Thomas  to  place 
a  refpiment  in  the  woods  on  our  left  front  as  an 
outpost,  and  with  the  view,  t^  hold  tbe  woods, 
as  they  were  near  our  lines,  and  ^bB  enemy 
could  greatly  amioy  us  if  allowed  to  hold  them. 
Our  skirmishers  were  then  just  leaving  the 
woods.  I  ordered  the  Forty-second  Indiana, 
LieutenantrColonel  Shanklin  commanding,  to 
take  that  position ;  which  he  did.  But  earty  the 
next  morning  the  enemy,  in  large  force,  attacked 
Colonel  Shflnkliu,  first  farioiuly  shelling  the 
woods,  and  drove  the  regiment  back  to  our 
lines,  tiJdng  Shanklin  prisoner.  It  waa  this 
wood  that  was  retaken  on  Saturday  night  as 
before  described. 

The  troops  of  the  division  behaved  admirably. 
I  could  not  wish  them  to  behave  more  gallantly. 
The  Ninth  and  Seventeenth  brigades,  under  the 
lead  of  their  gallant  commanders,  Scribner  and 
Beatty,  were,  as  well  as  the  Twenty-eiehtii  bri- 
gade, Colomel  Starkweather, veterans;  £ey  were 
with  me  at  Chaplin  Hills,  and  could  not  act  badly. 

The  Twenty-eighth  bricpuie  held  a  position  in 
our  front  after  the  first  aay*s  fighting,  and  did 
it  bravely,  doing  all  that  was  required  of  them 
like  true  soldiers. 

The  brigade  of  United  States  in&ntry,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel 0.  Ih,  Shenard  commanding,  was 
on  the  extreme  right  On  that  body  of  brave 
men  the  shoc^  of  battle  feU  heaviest,  and  its 
loss  was  most  severe.  Over  one-third  of  the 
command  fell  killed  or  wounded ;  but  it  stood 
up  to  the  work  and  bravely  breasted  the  etorm, 
4ind  though  Major  King,  commanding  the  Fif- 
teenth, and  Major  Slemmer  {"  Old  Pickens  *^,  the 
Sixteenth,  fell  severely  wounded,  and  Major 
Carpenter,  commanding  the  Nineteenth,  fell 
dead  in,tiie  last  charge,  together  with  many 
other  brave  officers  and  men,  the  brigade  diii 
not  falter  for  a  moment  These  three  battalions 
were  a  part  of  my  old  Fourth  brigade  at  the 
battle  of  Shiloh. 

The  Eighteenth  infiantry.  Majors  Towns^id  and 
Caldwell  commanding,  were  now  troops  to  me. 
but  I  am  proud  now  to  say  we  know  eaoh  other. 
If  I  could  I  would  promote  every  officer  and 
non-commissioned  officer  and  private  of  this 
brigade  of  regulars  for  gallantty  and  good  ser- 
vice in  this  terrific  batUe.  I  make  no  distinc- 
tion between  these  troops  and  my  brave  volun- 
teer regiments,  for  in  my  judgment  there  were 
never  better  troops  than  mese  regiments  in  the 
world.  But  the  troops  of  the  line  are  soldier? 
by  profession,  and  with  a  view  to  tbe  future  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  say  what  I  have  of  them. 
The  brigade  was  admirably  and  gallantly  handled 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Shepard. 

I  lost  some  of  the  bravest  and  best  officers 
I  had.  Lieutenant  Colonel  KeQ,  commanding 
Second  Ohio,  was  killed.  After  he  fell  his 
regiment  was  efficiently  handled  by  Major 
Anson  McCook,  who  ought  to  be  made  Colonel 
of  that  regiment  for  gallantry  on  the  field. 
Colonel  Forman,  my  brave  boy  Colonel  of  the 
l^ifteenth  KeotoclQr,  also  felL    Major  Oftrpenter, 
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of  ihB  '^iBeh&erxltinSBintryjMi  in  Hie  fast  diarg^. 
His  loss  is  irreparable.  Many  other  gallant 
oflScers  were  lost 

Of  the  batteries  of  Gnenther  and  LoomSs  I 
cannot  say  too  nrach.  Loomis  was  Chief  of 
Artillery  for  Hie  Third  division,  and  J  am  jnnch 
indelMed  to  him.  His  batteir  was  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Y«n  Peft  Gnenther  is  bnt  a 
lieutenant  Both  of  these  men  deserve  to  be 
promoted,  and  onght  to  be  ^  onoe.  .  Without 
&em  we  cmdd  not  have  held  our  position. 

I  fen  in  with  many  gallant  regiments  and 
officers  on  the  fidid,  not  of  my  c<Anmand.  I 
wish  I  oonld  name  aU  of  them  here.  While 
fallfaig  back  to  the  Ime  in  the  open  field,  I  saw 
Colonn  Charles  Anderson  esJlantly  and  cooHj 
railying  his  men.  Colonel  Grider,  of  Kentucky, 
and  his  regiment,  efficiency  aided  in  repulsing 
the  enemy.  The  IXghteentti  Ohio,  I  think  it 
was,  tfaongh  I  do  not  know  any  of  its  officers, 
fiu:ed  about,  and  charged  the  enezny  in  nry  pres- 
ence^ and  I  Went  alone  with  ft.  The  Eleventh 
Michigan,  ani  its  gaUant  little  Colonel  (Stough- 
ton),  behaved  weQ,  and  the  Sixth  Ohio  infkn^, 
ColoQ^  Nick  Anderson,  joined  my  command  on 
Ihe  right  of  the  reeplar  brigade,  and  stood  man- 
fully up  to  the  wonc. 

I  fell  in  with  the  Louisville  legion  in  retreat, 
Lieiit0itatitCk)lonel  Berry  commanding.  This 
regiment,  tihough  retreathig  Jt)efore  an  over- 
v4iehning  force,  was  dramng  by  hand  a  section 
of  artQleTy  which  it  had  been  ordered  to  sup- 
port A  part  of  General  ftCcCook's  wing  of  the 
army  bad  fallen  back  with  the  rest^  but  through 
the  woods  and  fields,  with  great  difficulty, 
bravely  brought  off  liie  cannon  it  could  no 
longer  defend  on  the  field.  When  I  met  it,  it 
&ced  about  and  formed  line  of  battle  with 
cheers  and  shouts. 

To  Lieutenant  McDowell,  my  actmg  Assistant 
Adiutant^neral ;  Lieutenant  Armstrong,  Sec- 
ond Kentucky  cavalry;  Lieutenant  Millard, 
Nineteenth  United  States  infantry,  Inspector- 
General  ;  Captain  T^lor,  Fifteenth  Kentucky, 
and  Lieutenant  Alf.  Pirtle,  Ordnance  OfficeV,  my 
regular  Aids,  and  to  Captain  John  D.  Wickliffe 
and  Lieutenant  W.  0.  tfenkins,  both  of  Second 
Kentacky  cavalry,  Aids  for  that  battle,  I  am 
much  indebted  for  services  on  that  field. 

The  wounded  were  kindly  and  tenderly  cared 
for  by  the  Third  Division  Medical  Director, 
Surgeon  Muscroft,  and  the  other  surgeons  of 
the  command. 

Lieutenant  MdDowell  Was  wounded.  My  Or- 
derlies. James  Emery  and  the  rest,  went  through 
Hie  whole  fight  behaving  well.  Emery  was 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Carpenter,  Fhrst  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry,  one  of  my  Aids,  was  so 
bodlv  injured  by  tiie  fall  of  his  horse  that  I 
wotud  not  permit  him  to  go  on  tiie  field.  Lieu- 
tenant Hartman,  Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania 
volunteer  infantrr,  a  member  of  my  stc^,  was 
01  with  fever,  and  uufible  to  leave  his  bed. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  Eighth-eighth 
Indiana^  Coldnd  Humphreys,  being  placed  at 
one  of  the  fords  on  Stone  River  where  our 
forces   were   temporarily  driven   back,  very 


Gf^lpof timely  r^led  the  stragglers,  and  promptly 
crossed  the  -river  and  drove  the  enemy  back. 
In  this  he  was  afded  by  the  stragglers,  who 
rallied  and  fought  well.  The  Colonel  was 
wounded  by  a  bayonet  thrust  in  ^e  hand  in 
the  attack  of  Saturday  night  on  the  enemy  in 
the  woods  in  our  ii*ont 

I  have  l^e  honor  to  be,  &c., 

LOVXLL  H,  ROCSSBAU, 

M20<]r '  Oeii6nL 

BBIOADIEBrGEMSiUL  fAUIEB'S  BEPQBT. 

HRADQUARtiits  SiooirD  Dimoir,  L»r  WiNO.       \ 
Caxp  tti»  lIUBmaKno,  Jaauary  e,  U9.  / 

Major  L,  Starling,  Chief  of  Stcff: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the 
information  of  the  General  commanding,  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  this 
division,  from  and  including  the  twenty-sev- 
enth of  December  up  to  and  including  the 
fourA  of  January : 

At  11.20  A.  M.,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of 
December,  while  in  camp  near  Lavergne,  I 
received  orders  to*move  forward,  following  me 
division  of  General  Wood,  ana  to  detach  a 
brigade  to  proceed  by  the  Jefferson  pike  and 
seize  the  bridge  across  Stewart's  Creek.  The 
duly  of  conducting  this  operation  was  assigned 
to  Colonel  Hazen — ^which  was  well  and  skil- 
fulty  done. 

'nie  brigades  of  Cruft  and  Grose  reached  the 
west  bank  of  Stewart's  Creek  late  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  twenty-seventh,  and  bivouacked 
there  until  the  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth. 

During  all  tiie  day,  Sunday,  the  twenty-eighth, 
the  enemy's  pickets  were  in  sight  across  the 
creek,  firing  upon  us  occasionally  at  long  range, 
but  did  us  no  harm.  On  Monday  morning, 
twenty-niuA  of  December,  at  nine  o  clock,  I  was 
ordered  to  deploy  one  regiment  as  skirmishers ; 
to  dispose  of  my  other  troops  so  as  to  suppdrt 
it,  ana  move  forward  at  ten  o'clock  precisely 
and  continue  to  advance  until  the  enemy  were 
found  in  position. 

This  disposition  was  made. 

A  few  minutes  before  ten  o'clock.  Parsons 
was  ordered  to  shcU  the  woods  to  our  front,  and 
at  ten  o'clock  Grose's  brigade  moved  forward, 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  supported  bv  the 
Fii:st  brigade,  Haeen  not  having  yet  ioined  me. 

The  command  advanced  steadily,  driving  the 
light  force  of  rebel  skirmi&ers  before  it  to  the 
top  of  the  hill,  some  mile  and  a  half  this  side  of 
Stewart's  Creek,  and  beins^  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  divisions  of  Wood  and  Negley 
were  to  advance  with  me. 

In  a  few  moments  Wood's  advance  came  up  on 
the  left  of  the  pike  and  the  two  divisions  moved 
forward,  constantlv  skhrmishing  (though  much 
heavier  on  Wood  s  front  than  my  owi^  to  the 
ground  occupied  that  night,  afterward  the  thea- 
tre of  battle  of  the  thirty-first 

Durinff  the  d^y  the  casualties  were  ten 
woxmdea  in  Grose's  brigade,  none  severel^r. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  my  division 
was  formed  aa  follows :  Third  brigade  (Grose's) 
in  two  lines,  the  left  resting  on  the  pike ;  First 
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brigade  (Graft's)  to  the  rights  eKtending 
tiie  point  of  woods,  hia  extreme  right  retired  to 
coimect  with  Negley'a  left ;  md  ^^n*8  brigade 
in  reserve. 

There  was  oonsiderable  akirmiBhiDg  during  the 
day,  the  greater  portion  of  whioh  feQ  upon 
Gruft's  brigade,  which  wa^  iu  rather  unpleasant 
proximity  to  a  point  of  wooda  to  his  front  and 
right,  held  by  ike  enemy  in  strong  force. 

About  four  o'clock  I  was  ordered  to  advance 
and  open  upon  the  enemy  with  aU  my  artillery. 
This  was  not  done,  Mbably,  as  soon  as  the 
order  conten^lated.  The  ground  occiq>ied  by 
the  tetteries  at  the  time  the  order  was  received 
was  low  and  confined ;  upon  pushing  forward 
the  akirmiahera  of  the  First  brigade  to  dear  the 
way  to  a  good  artillery  position,  in  the  open 
field  to  t^e  front,  (ho  rebels  were  found  numer- 
ous and  atubbom.  Learning  very  aoon  that  a 
mere  demonstration  was  intended,  all  my  bat- 
teries opened,  and,  I  am  aatiafied,  damaged  the 
enemy  conaiderably.  The  skirmish  attending 
this  movement  was  auite  brisk;  the  trooiw 
engaged  doixtg  themselves  great  credit  Tms 
closea  the  operationa  of  the  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirty-first,  Cruft'a  bri- 
gade retained  its  position  of  the  day  before. 
Hazen's  brigade  had  relieved  Grose,  who  had 
fallen  back  to  a  point  some  two  hundred  yards 
to  the  rear,  and  was  formed  in  two  lines  nearly 
opposite  the  interval  between  the  First  and 
Second  brigades ;  Standart'a  battery  on  the 
extreme  right,  Parsons'  naar  me  centre. 

Early  in  the  morning  I  rode  to  the  right  of 
my  own  command,  and  the  battle  had  com- 
menced on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line ;  soon 
afterward,  near  eight  o'cbck.  General  Negley, 
through  one  of  his  stE^,  informed  me  he  was 
about  to  advance  and  requested  ma  to  advance 
to  cover  his  left  I  gave  notice  of  this  to  the 
General  commanding,  and  a  few  moments  later 
received  orders  to  move  forward.  I  at  once 
ordered  Greneral  Gruft  to  advance,  keeping  dose 
up  well  toward  Negley ;  Golonel  Hazen  to  go 
forward,  observing  the  movements  of  Wood's 
right ;  and  Grose  to  steadily  advance,  support- 
ing the  advance  brigades,  and  all  to  uae  their 
artillery  freely. 

My  Une  had  advanced  hardly  a  hundred  yards 
when,  upon  reaching  my  own  right,  I  found  that 
General  Negley  had,  instead  of  advancing, 
thrown  back  his  right,  so  tliat  his  line  was 
ahnoat  perpendicular  to  that  of  Gruft  and  to  his 
rear ;  and  it  was  also  apparent  that  the  enemy 
were  driving  General  McGook  back,  and  were 
rapidly  approaching  our  rear. 

Gruft's  line  was  halted  by  my  order.  I  rode 
to  the  left  to  make  some  disposition  to  meet  the 
coming  dtorm,  and  by  the  time  I  reached  the 
open  ground  to  the  south  of  the  pike,  the  heads 
of  the  enemy's  columns  had  forced  their  way  to 
the  open  ground  to  my  rear.  To  order  Grose 
to  change  front  to  the  rear  was  the  work  of  a 
moment,  and  he  obeyed  the  order  almost  as 
soon  as  given;  retiring  his  new  left  so  as  to 
bring  the  enemy  under  the  direct  fire  of  his 
line,  he  opened  upon  them  in  fine  style  and 


^mA  great  eflbct^  and  bald  hia  graud  until  the 

enamy  were  driven  back. 

In  the  meantime  General  Negley  a  cofloauand 
had,  to  some  extent^  become  conpromiaed  by 
the  confusion  on  the  right,  and  ngr  first  brigade 
was  exposed  in  front  and  flank  to  a  aavere 
attack,  which  also  now  extended  Alons  May 
whole  front  Orders  ware  sent  to  Golonel  Hazen 
to  fall  ba^  from  the  open  cotton  field  into 
which  he  had  moved.  He  fell  back  a  titctt  dia- 
tance,  aiid  a  regiment  from  Wood's  diviaiaii 
which  had  occi^ied  the  crest  of  a  low-wooded 
hill,  between  the  juke  and  ttie  railroad,  having 
been  removed,  he  took  poaaeaaioa  of  that,  and 
tiiere  resisted  the  enemy.  Hasten  on  thf  rail- 
road, one  or  two  regimenta  to  the  right,  aome 
troopa  in  the  point  ai  woods  south  of  ttie  cotton 
field  and  a  abort  distanoe  in  advance  of  the 

Senaral  line,  amonr  whom  I  was  on^  able  to 
istinguish  the  gauant  Golond  Whittaker  and 
his  Sixth  Kentucky;  still  further  to  the  right 
Gruft  was  fighting,  aided  by  Staadart'a  gnna, 
and  to  the  rear  Grose  was  fightiqg  with  appar- 
ently great  odda  against  him.  All  were  aoqditRne 
themselves  nobly,  and  all  were  hard  proooo<L 
I  could  see  that  Grose  was  losing  a  great  many 
men,  but  the  importance  of  Haacen'a  poaition  de> 
termined  me,  if  neceaaary,  to  expend  the  last 
man  in  holding  it  I  gave  my  attentioa  from 
that  time  chiefly  to  that  point 

The  One  Himdredth  uHnois  cama  up  on  the 
left  of  the  raihoad  and  fought  ateaaily.  Aa 
aoon  as  Golond  Grose  was  relieved  of  the  enecny 
inhiarear,  he  again  changed  fronts  moved  to 
the  left  and  coK>perated  with  Golonel  Hasen. 
One  regiment  was  aent  to  my  support  froa  Qen- 
end  Wood's  command,  and  which  behaved  ^ileo- 
didly.  I  regret  my  inability  either  to  name  the 
regiment  or  .its  officers.  Again  and  again  the 
attack  was  renewed  by  the  enemy,  and  each 
time  repulsed,  and  the  gallant  men  who  had  ao 
bravely  struggled  to  hold  the  poaition  ocou] 
it  during  the  night 

Brigaaier-Gkneral  Gruft  deservea  grelt 
for  so  long  holding  the  important  position  oc- 
cupied on  our  rights  and  for  skilfully  extrieatiiur 
his  command  from  tiie  mass  of  confusion  around 
it  Standart  fought  hia  gnns  until  theenemj 
were  upon  him,  and  then  brought  them  off 
safely ;  while  the  8econd  Kentucky  brought  off 
by  hand  three  guns  abandoned  by  General 
Negley's  division. 

Golonel  Hazen  proved  himself  a  brave  and 
able  soldier  by  the  skill  and  oourage  exhibited 
in  forming  ana  sheltering  his  troops,  and  in  or- 
ganizing and  fighting  aU  the  materials  around 
him  for  the  maintenance  ofhis  important  position. 

Golonel  Grose  exhibited  great  coolness  and 
bravery,  and  fought  against  great  odds.  He 
was  under  my  eye  during  the  whole  day,  aod  1 
could  see  notiiingto  improve  in  the  management 
of  his  command. 

I  shrink  from  the  task  of  specially  mentioning 
regiments  or  regimental  officers.  All  did  their 
duty,  and,  from  my  imneriect  acquaintanoa  widi 
regiments,  I  am  apprenensive  of  injurious  mia- 
takes. 
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I  xMJbgiiizMl  dmiBg  the  buttte  like  9orty4i»t 
Ohie,  wliioh  fought  imAil  ii  upended  ite  hMt 
cartridge,  aad  vas  theo  leUeyed  hj  th*  noble 
Ninlfa  Indiana^  whioh  came  into  line  with  a  heavy 
fihout^  inspiring  all  with  confidence.  TheEifl^ty- 
fonrtb)  One  Hiuidrad  and  Tenti,  and  One  Hun- 
dredib  lUinoiB  I  knew ;  all  mm  leginenta,  and 
all  JM>  fon^t  that  even  the  veteraoa  of  *'  Shiloh" 
aod  other  bloody  fields  had  no  oocaaicm  to  boast 
over  tiiem.  The  Sighty-f onrth  stood  its  grouid 
until  more  tiuMi  one-third  of  its  number  were 
kfiOed  or  wounded.  The  Sixth  OIho,  the  Tw«B<y- 
fourth  Ohio,  the  Twenty-tlMrd  Kenindi^,  and 
Ihe  Thir^-Bixlh  Indiana  wore  pointed  out  to 
me;  and  I  recognized  the  brave  Golonai  Whit- 
tabar  and  his  fighting  men  doii^  soldierB'  dmkv. 
I  only  saw  the  regiments  of  Gruft's  brigade 
fighting  eacly  in  tli^  day;  I  bad  no  fears  far 
them  where  valor  oould  win.  Indeed,  the 
whole  division  fought  Uke  soldaars  trained  un- 
der the  rigid  discipline  of  ths  lamented  Nelson, 
and  by  their  oourage  proved  that  they  had 
canght  a  large  portion  of  his  hefoic  and  uncon- 
querable Spirit 

During  uie  whole  dm  1  regarded  the  batlefy 
under  the  command  of  lienteaant  Borsons,  as- 
sisted by  lieutenants  Gushing  and  Huntington, 
as  my  right  arm,  and  well  did  the  conduct  of 
these  soinngeous  and  skilful  young  officers  jus- 
tify lay  confidence.  My  erders  to  Parsons  were 
simple:  ^i^ht  where  jqu  can  do  the  most 
good.*    Never  were  orders  better  obeyed. 

The  leported  conduct  of  the  other  batteries 
attached  to  the  division  is  equally  favorable. 
Iliev  were  in  other  parts  of  the  field. 

My  personal  staff,  Captain  Norton^  acting  As- 
BiBtMit  Adjntanf^OeneMl ;  Lieutenants  Sisftmons 
and  Child  ;  Lieutenant  Grozton,  Ordnance  Offi- 
oer;  Lieutenant  Hays,  Division  Topographical 
iSnginser;  lieutenant  Shaw,  Ssventh  Ininoia 
cavabfy,  wore  with  me  all  da^  on  the  field,  ukL 
carried  my  orders  everywhere  with  the  greatest 
courage.  Lieutenant  Simmons  was  sevesely  in- 
jured by  a  fragment  of  a  shelL 

I  cannot  commend  the  conduct  of  Dostor  Sher- 
man, Ninth  Indiana  VQlunteen,  Medical  Diasctor, 
too  highly.  At  all  times  from  the  oommencemant 
of  the  march  from  NsshviUe,  and  during  ihe  bat- 


tles and  skiraifahes  in  which  the  division  was 
engaged,  up  to  the  occupation  of  Murfreesboro, 
he  was  always  at  his  post,  and  by  his  industry, 
humanity,  and  skill,  earned  nsi  on]|r  my  grati- 
tade  and  that  of  this  cesunand,  but  that  cSf  the 
womnded  of  the  enemy,  asny  «f  whom  were 
thrown  upon  his  casSb. 

On  ths  first  of  January,  this  division  was  re- 
tieveckand  placed  in  reserve.  On  Friduf,  the 
second,  Qrose  s  brigade  was  ordered  over  the 
river  te  the  left  tft  support  the  division  of  Col- 
onel Beatty,  and  during  the  ao|ion  the  brigade 
of  Colonel  Sazen  was  also  ordered  over  to  co- 
(Mperate  with  Gkwse,  while  the  First  brigade 
(Gruft's)  was  posted  to  support  a  battery  on  the 
hiU  near  the  ford. 

Durij^  the  heavy  cannonade  the  First  brigade 
maintained  its  position  with  perfect  coolness^ 

While  the  engagement  was  going  en  across 
the  river  a  rebel  force  of  what  seemed  te  be 
three  snaU  regiments,  entered  the  ohimp  of 
woods  in  front  of  the  position  of  onr  batteries 
on  the  hill  near  the  lord.  These  troops  were  in 
muskel  range  of  our  right  across  the  creek,  and 
I  determined  at  once  to  dislodge  them.  Seeing 
two  regimento,  one  of  which  was  commanded 
by  Colonel  Oarrit,  and  the  other  by  Colonel  Att- 
mire,  I  ordered  them  to  advance  to  the  edge  of 
the  wood  and  deploy  some  companies  as  skir- 
mishers. They  obeyed  me  cheerfully  and  pushed 
in.  Not  being  willing  to  leave  the  repulse  of 
the  enemy  a  matter  of  doubt,  or  to  expose  these 
brave  fellows  to  the  danger  of  heavy  loss,  I  or- 
dered up  two  of  Gruft's  regimente,  and  upon 
approaching  the  edge  of  the  woods  halted  them, 
ana  told  them  it.  was  my  purpose  to  dear  the 
woods  at  the  point  of  the  bavonet.  To  inspire 
them  with  coolness  and  confidence,  the  prepara- 
tion for  the  chasge  was  made  with  great  delib- 
eration. To  get  the  proper  direction  for  the  line, 
guides  were  uirownout  and  the  proper  chaages 
were  made.  Bayonets  fixed,  and  these  two  re^- 
msnto.  Thirty-first  Indiana  and  Ninetieth  Ohio, 
ordered  to  clear  the  woods.  They  went  in 
splendidly.  It  was  done  so  quicU^  that  the 
rebels  had  hardly  time  to  discharge  their  pieces. 
They  fled  with  the  utmost  spS&d.  All  these 
regimento  behaved  handsomely. 


First  Brigade, 

S«ODi!d  Brlfad©,  ... 
Tbird Brigade  ..... 
SUadart's  Battery,. 
Parson's  Battery,... 


Total,. 
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20 
22 
18 


1,541 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  Fespectfully,  yours, 


J.  H.  PlLMSB, 

BrigwUor-(}onera],  ooxnmaadlng. 
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«NIRAI#S.  JL  WVOiyS 


N4flBTiLLi^  Tmv.,  January  6,  ISQSw 

On  the  morning  of  th»  twMify-eixth  ult,tiie  Mt 
-wing  of  the  VourlBiQth  snny  (xmi  brohe  «p  its 
encampment  in  the  vicinM^  of  Nash^rilk,  ahd 
moved  Ivwud  the  eneny.  Reliable  infonoiktion 
aflBured  ns  that  they  were  encamped  in  inrae  at 
and  is  the  vioini^  of  Maiireesboro ;  but  ma 
their  cavaliry,  sapported  oooam>iiaUy  by  infantry, 
had  extended  ito  operatioM  up  to  our  outpoata, 
and  as'we  had  been  compelled,  aomo  days  pre- 
yiom  to  Ae  movement  on  the  tweni^izth  «lt, 
to  fight  for  the  greater  part  of  the  forage  oon- 
Bumed  by  our  aniroals,  it  was  supposed  we  would 
meet  wtlh  reaistance  aa  soon  as  ovr  troops 

Saased  beyond  the  tines  of  our  own  ostpoats. 
for  waa  this  expectation  disappointed.  The 
order  of  march,  on  the  first  day  oC  the  move- 
ment, pkced  the-Becond  division  (Ghnsnd  Pihn- 
er'e)  in  advanae,  followed  by  my  own.  Bev«ral 
miles  northward  of  Lavelgne,  a  small  hamlet 
nearW  equidistant  between  NashviUa  aad  Mur- 
fraesboro,  portians  of  the  enemy  were  enooun- 
tered  by  our  advance  guard,  a  cavalrv  force,  and 
a  Tunninr  flg^  at  once  oammenced.  The  country 
occupied  by  these  bodies  of  hoatUe  troops, 
affords  ground  peculiarly  favorable  for  a  suttll 
force  to  retard  the  advanoe  of  a  larger  force. 
Large  eultivated  tracts  occur  at  intervals,  on 
either  side  of  the  turnpike  road,  but  the  countrv 
between  the  onlttvated  tracts  is  denaely  wooded, 
and  much  of  the  woodland  is  intenpersed  with 
oedmr.  The  face  of  the  country  is  undulalmg, 
presenting  a  sucoasaion  of  swells  and  deprea- 
sions. 

This  brief  description  ia  applicable  to  the 
whole  country  between  Nashme  and  Murfrees- 
boro,  and  it  will  show  to  the  most  casual  ob- 
awer  how  favorable  it  was  for  oovering  the 
moivements  and  demgna  of  the  enemy  in  resist- 
ing our  progress,  'nia  resistanee  of  the  enemy 
prevented  our  troops  from  gaininf^  possession  of 
the  commanding  heights  immediately  soulk  of 
Lavergne,  during  the  first  day^e  operation,  and 
d«bv^ed  the  arrival  of  my  division  at  the  site 
selected  for  its  encampment  untQ  some  time  after 
nighlfaU.  The  darkness  of  the  evening  and  the 
lateness  of  the  hour  prevented  such  a  reconnois- 
sance  of  the  eronnd  as  is  so  necessary  in  dose 
proximity  to  ihe  enemy.  But  to  guard  effectually 
against  surprise,  a  regiment  from  each  brigade 
waa  thrown  well  forward  as  a  grand  guard,  and 
the  front  and  flanks  of  the  division  covered  with 
a  continuous  line  of  skirmishers. 

The  troops  were  ordered  to  be  roused  at  an 
hour  and  a  half  before  dawn  of  the  following 
morning,  to  get  their  breakfast  as  speedily  as 
possible,  and  to  be  formed  under  arms  and  in 
order  of  battle  before  daylighii  An  occasional 
sheU  from  the  opposite  heights,  with  which  the 
euomy  commenced  to  ereet  us  shortlj^  after  the 
mornmg  broke,  showed  these  precautions  were 
not  lost  As  it  was  understood  from  the  com- 
manding Qeneral  of  the  corps,  that  the  right 


wftig  w«B  not  ao  fin*  advoaad  as  tha  kfl,  the 
kller  did  natmova  forward  until  elevoD  o'obck 
A.  M.  on  the  tv^Bn<^«evoBth.  At  this  hour  the 
echranae  waa  ordered,  and  aqr  division  was  di- 
reoled  to  take  the  lead.  The  enliro  eavalry  on 
duty  with  the  teft  wins  waa  ordered  to  veport 
tome;  bohigsaliafied, however, ftom the iiaifeare 
of  the  comitay,  that  its  poaitioa  in  the  advance 
would  be  injudioioua,  and  retard,  father  than 
«td,  the  progreas  of  the  in£Mtry,  I  diraoted  it  to 
take  poaitioa  in  rear  of  the  flanhs  of  the  leading 
brigade.  I  offdei«d  Haacall's  brigade  to  tdro 
the  adv—ao,  and  moved  forward  m  two  lines, 
with  the  finout  and  flanks  wall  oovered  with 
aktrmiahera.  The  other  two  hrwadoa,  Wagner's 
8Ad  Barker's,  were  ordered  to  SOTaace  <m  eAtfaer 
side  of  the  turnpike  road,  prepared  to  sustain 
the  leading  brigade,  and  especially  to  protect  its 
flanks.  Imse  two  brigades  were  aloa  ordered 
to  protect  their  outer  ianka  by  flankera.  In  this 
order  the  movement  commenoed.  Pooaession  of 
the  hamlet  of  Lavergne  waa  ikie  first  object  to 
be  attained.  The  enemy  ware  stroogly  poafeed 
in  the  houses,  and  on  the  wooded  hoiglits  in 
tho  tear,  wheso  thoy  weva  enabled  to  oppose  our 
advance  by  a  dveot  and  croas-Are  of  musketry. 
Hascall's  brigade  advanced  nobly  acroea  an 
open  ield  to  the  attack,  and  ^iwokly  routed  the 
enemy  from  their  stronghold.  This  waa  the  work 
of  orAy  a  few  minuteB,  Jbut  more  than  twenty 
casualties  in  the  two  leading  regiments  proved 
how  sharp  waa  the  fire  ot  the  enemy,  llie  for- 
ward movement  of  Hascall's  brigade  was  con- 
tianed,  supported  by  Bstep's'  Eighth  Indiana 
battery.  The  enemy  availea  themselves  of  the 
numberless  positions  which  oGoar  akmg  the 
ontiro  road,  to  dispute  our  progress,  but  oould 
not  materially  retard  the  advanoe  of  ov  troc^M, 
so  determined  and  enthusiastic.  Thoy  oontiniiBd 
to  press  forward  through  the  densely-wooded 
country,  in  o  drenching  rain-atorm,  tffl  the 
advanoe  reached  Btewarf  s  Greek,  distant  some 
five  nfles  from  Lavergne.  Stewart's  Qreek  is  a 
narrow,  deep  stream,  flowing  between  high  and 
precipitous  banks.  It  is  spanned  by  a  wooden 
bri^^,  with  a  single  arch.  It  was  a  matter  of 
cardinal  importance  to  secure  possession  of  dits 
bridgO,  aa  its  destruction  •would  entail  diffiodty 
and  delay  in  crossing  the  river,  and,  perhaps, 
involve  the  necessi^  of  constructing  a  new 
bridge.  The  advance  troops  found,  on  their 
arrival,  that  the  enemy  had  lighted  a  fire  upon 
it,  but  had  been  pressed  so  warmly  that  there 
had  been  no  time  for  the  flames  to  be  commnni- 
catad  to  the  bridge.  The  line  of  skirmiehers 
and  the  Third  Kentucky  volunteers,  Colonel 
McKee,  dashed  bravely  forward,  though  opposed 
to  a  fire  from  the  opposite  direction,  threw  the 
combustible  materials  into  the  stream,  and  saved 
the  bridge.  While  this  gallant  feat  was  b^g 
performed,  the  left  flank  of  the  kadiqg  brigade 
was  attacked  by  cavalry.  The  menaced  rai- 
ments immediately  changed  front  to  left,  repulsed 
the  attack,  and  a  company  of  the  One  Hunoredtli 
nUnois,  Oolonel  Bartuaon,'  succeeded  in  catting 
off  and  oaptorisg  twon^«five  pfiaoners,  with 


m 


th«lr  anas,  and  tirdhre  hone%  wHb  ti«ir  dMcm- 
ti»mwrfte.  The  rmmh  of  tbe  daf  ^b  operadtons 
iras  twenty  OMnalttes  (wtonded),  in  Baseall's 
brigade,  and  sense  twenty-fiiw  prtBoneri  lakeii 
fipoiii  l^e  enenj.  Tbe  enemy  fell  back  in-^eat 
disorder  from  SfmnrVs  GreiAk.  He  left  tents 
etaadng  ob  the  southern  bank  of  the  creek,  and 
hi  this  enoampnent  the  grovnd  was  strewn  "witii 
svna. 

Sandajf  fte  twvnfy-eighth  nil,  we  remaiiied 
in  caalip,  waiting  for  ttie  troops  of  the  right  ^ng 
and  eentre  to  get  into  position. 

Monday,  the  twenty-ninUi,  the  advanoe  was 
resumed.  Wagner's  brigade,  of  my  division, 
was  depleyed,  in  ofller  ef  M^e,  on  tin  lelt  or 
easteni,  And  a  brigade  of  Crenefsd  Pislmer's 
division,  <m  the  ri^t  or  WMtem  side  of  the 
road.  Oeik's  Tenth  Indiana  katteiy  supported 
Wagner^  brigade.  Moving  pctri  passu,  the  two 
brigades  advnnoed,  clearing  all  opposition,  till 
we  arrived  within  two  miles  and  a  lialf  of  Mar- 
freesboro.  Barker's  brigade  was  disposed  on 
the  left  yyf  Wagner's  brigade.  In  the  advanee, 
and  Haeeaii^  held  in  reserve.  On  arriving 
wiHihi  two  miles  and  a  InJf  of  Mnrfreesbore,  the 
evidences  were  perfectly  muttiBtakable  that  the 
enemy  weire  in  taroe  immediately  in  omr  front, 
prepared  to  resist,  seriously  and  determined^, 
oar  fnrtlier  advance.  Th9  rebels,  displayed  m 
bat^  army,  were  plainhr  seen  in  onr  front 

NegleylB  division,  which  was  to  take  position 
in  the  centre,  to  complete  the  commanication 
between  Ihe  right  and  left  wings,  was  not  up, 
but  several  miles  in  the  rear.  Van  Gleive's 
division,  whi^h  was  to  support  i^e  left,  was  in 
the  reap  of  Negley^.  CkNiseqnently,  I  halted  the 
troops  in  advance,  morted  Ihe  fact  to  General 
Crittenden^  commanmng  the  left  wing,  a&d 
desired  fhrttier  orders.  Up  to  this  moment,  the 
infonnatron  feceived  had  indicated,  with  con- 
siderable probability,  that  the  enemy  wonld 
evaouata  Murfireesboro,  offering  no  serioas  op- 
position. Birt  observations  assured  me,  very 
soon  aftOT  arriving  so  near  the  town,  that  we 
^onld  meet  with  determined  resistance,  and  I 
did  not  deem  it  proper  to  precipitate  the  force 
in  ad vance--two  divisions,  my  own  and  Palmer's 
^on  the  entire  f^ree  of  the  enemy,  With  the 
remainder  of  our  troops  so  far  in  the  rear  as  to 
make  it  entir^y  possible — ^perhaps  probable— 
that  a  serious  reverse  wonla  occur  before  they 
•sold  support  us.  Furtliermore,  the  afternoon 
was  weU  nigh  spent,  and  an  aMraipt  to  advance 
woM  have  involved  m  in  the  obaenrity  of  the 
i%ht,  on  unexamined  ground,  in  the  preseace  of 
ta  unseen  foe,  to  wiiom  our  movements  waakl 
have  rendered  us  seriously  vulnerable. 

The  halt  being  approved,  my  diviaioa  was 
disposed  in  ordcir  <n  battle,  and  the  front  se- 
carely  guarded  by  a  eontinuous  line  of  skir- 
mishers, thrown  out  weH  in  advance  of  their 
reserves.  The  right  of  the  division  (Wagner's 
brigade)  rested  on  the  turnpike,  and  occupied  a 
piece  of  wooded  groond,  with  an  open  field  in 
front  of  it ;  the  centre  (Harker%  brigade)  oecu- 
pM,  in  part,  the  woods  in  which  Wagner's 


brigaded  was  posted,  and  ectendei  leftward  into 
an  open  fields  covered  in  front  hy  a  low  vweU 
which  it  was  to  oeeupy  in  case  of  an  afttaek,  and 
(General  HMcalTs  brigade  was  posted  on  the  l^t 

I  of  the  drriskm,  With  fbt  left  flank  restkig  neariy 
oa  Stone  Biver.  The  entire  division  was  drawn 
up  in  two  fines*  Hone  River  runs  obfiquebf  in 
fiNKit  of  the  position  oeenpied  by  the  division, 
leaving  a  trimigular  piece  of  ground  of  eome 
hundreds  of  yards  in  breadth  in  front  of  the 
right,  and  nai  rawing  to  almost  a  point  in  front 
of  the  left. 

Sudh  wnslheposition  ooovpied  by  vaf  division 
en  Monday  n^M.  It  ranained  in  this  poaition 
throughout  'Tuesday,  *the  thirtieth — tiie  i^ir- 
misheva  keeping  up  an  active  ftre  with  the 
enemy*  In  this  encounter,  Liaatenant  Elliott, 
Adjutant  of  the  Fifly-seventii  Indiana,  was  badly 
wounded.  In  the  afternoon,  I  had  ttree  days' 
subaistenoe  issaed  to  tiie  men ;  and,  near  nig ht- 
fiJl,  by  order,  twenty  additional  nnmdB  of 
cartridges  were  distributed  to  tiiem.  Oommand- 
ers  were  directed  to  instruct  the  troops  to  be 
ekcee^ngly  vigilant,  and  to  report  ptsmpdy 
any  indication  in  their  fronts  of  a  movement  by 
the  enemy.  The  artillery  horses  were  kept 
attached  to  their  pieoss.  ^twean  midnight  and 
daylight  en  Wednesday  morning  I  received  a 
message  ftx>m  Colonel  Wagner,  to  the  eflbct  that 
the  enemy  seemed  to  be  moving  lar|^e  bodies  of 
troops  tiom  the  right  to  the  left*  I  unmediately 
dispatohed  the  information  to  the  headquarters 
of  the  left  wing,  and  I  douiht  not  ft  was  sent 
thence  to  Ike  commandinflr  General,  and  by  hhn 
distributed  to  the  rest  of  uie  eovps.  The  dfvision 
was  roused  at  five  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing ;  the  men  took  tiieir  breakfasts,  and,  before 
daylight,  were  ready  Ibr  aotion.  8horttv  after 
dawn,  I  repaired  to  the  headqaartsrs  of  tiie  left 
wing  for  orders.  I  met  the  commanding  Qanenl 
there,  and  veoeived  orders  from  fasm  to  aom- 
mence  passing  Stone  I)iver,  immediately  in  frY>nt 
ef  the  division,  bv  brigades.  I  rode  at  once  to 
my  division,  and  directed  Colonel  Barker  to 
cenunence  the  movement  with  Us  brigade, 
dispatching  an  order  to  General  Hascall 
to  follow  Oolonei  Gbrker,  and  an  order 
to  Colonel  Wa«ier  to  follow  General  Hascall. 
While  Colonel  Barker  was  preparing  to  move,  I 
rode  to  the  front  to  examine  tbe  ground.  A 
long,  wooded  ridge,  withdrawn  a  few  hundred 
yards  from  te  stream,  extends  along  the  south- 
ern and  eastern  side  of  Stone  River.  On  the 
crest  of  this  ridge  the  enemy  appeared  to  be 
posted  in  force.  During  the  morning  some  firing 
had  been  heard  on  the  rwht,  butsot  to  ^anffioient 
extent  to  indicate  that  the  troops  were  seriously 
engaged.  But  the  sudden  and  fieroe  roar  and 
rattle  of  musketry^  which  burst  upon  us  at  this 
moment,  indieated  that  the  enemy  had  attacked 
tUtd  right  wing  in  haa^  force,  and  scan  the 
afrivalol  messenfpers, rimg  in  hot  haotsv con- 
firmed tiie  indications.  I  was  ordered  to  atop 
Has  movement  to  erosa  the  river,  and  to  with- 
draw the  brigades  to  the  rear,  for  the  pnrfjope 

1  of  relnfofding;.  the  aentre  and  right    Geiieral 
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Haaoall'fl  «nf  Orioael  Harfctr's  brigadeB  trero 
witfidnBWD,  and  the  latter,  vndet  ordwa  from 
the  MMuaBdiDflr  Generaly  Boved  to  the  right 
and  rea&    I  oiatEed  Colonel  Wagner  to  hxM 
hia  poaiMon  ia  the  wooda  at  «ll  hawrda,  aa  l^ia 
waa  an  imporlaiit  poiDt^  and  ao  long  aa  it  ivaa 
held,  not  only  were  onr  lift  firant  and  Aanke 
aeearad,  hut  the  oosunaiid  el  the  road  leading 
to  the  rear  preaerved.    The  vigtffona  attoak  on 
our  right  and  oantMi^  extende4  to  onr  leli,  and 
onr  whola  Una  became  aeriowjif  engaged.    Not 
only  was  the  extreme  left  exposed  to  the  attack 
in  Ihe  iK>ni,  Imt  waa  mach  haraaaed  by  the 
enea^y's  artOlery,  poated  on  thia  heighia  oa  tbe 
Boatheni  stda  or  Btone  KiTer.    But  the  troose 
nobly  maintained  their  poaition,  and  gallantly 
repulaed  the  aaamy.    A  alaokening  of  the  ene- 
my'a  fire  at  thia  moment,  in  his  attack  on  onr 
cestre  and  left,  and  other  indications  that  his 
fovoea  ware  weakening  in  the  aentre,  rendered 
the  jnnoture  apparent^  favoeable  for  bringing 
additional  and  fresh  troops  into  the  engagement 
Haacall'a  brigade  was  now  brought  forward,  and 
piit  into  poaiMon  on  ihe  right  of  Wagnar's  bri- 
gade.   But  the  abatement  of  the  eneay's  fire 
waa  but  tha  lulMng  of  the  storm,  to  burst  soon 
with  greater  ftary.    The  attack  waa  renewed  on 
our  centre  and  left  with  redoubled  violenoe. 
HaaeaU's  brigade  hai^got  into  poaition  in  good 
seaaon,  and  aided  in  gallant  atyle  in  driving 
back  tha  enemy.     Estep'a  battery,  generally 
aaaociated  with  HaaoaU'e  brigade,  had  been  de- 
tached eaiiy  in  the  morning,  and  sent  to  the 
right  and  rearward,  to  aid  in  drivias  back  the 
enemy  from  our  centre  and  right    The  feiUing 
back  of  the  right  wing  had  brought  our  lines 
into  a  Gvoohet    This  rendered  the  poaition  of 
the  troopa  on  the  extreme  left  particularly  haa- 
ardoua,  for  had  the  enoiny  succeeded  in  gainimr 
the  tampike,  in  his  attack  on  the  right,  the  left 
would  luive  been  exposed  to  an  atteok  in  the 
reverae.  Thia  dan^r  imposed  on  me  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  a  rigid  watah  te  the  right,  to  be 
prepared  te  change  front  in   that  direction, 
should  it  bec(»iie  neoasaary.    Again  the  eneaay 
were  seen  concentrating  large  masses  of  troopa 
in  the  fields  to  the  front  and  right,  and  soon 
theae  maasea  moved  to  the  attack.    Eatep's  bat- 
tery waa  now  moved  to  the  front  to  jom  Haa- 
cairs  brigada.    The  artmery  in  the  front  lines, 
as  well  as  those  placed  in  the  rear  of  the  cenire 
and  left»po«red  a  deatruolive  five  on  the  ad- 
vancing foe,  but  on  he  came  until  within  amallr 
arm  range,  when  he  waa  repulsed  and  driven 
back     But  our  thinned  ranks  and  dead  and 
wounded  offiaeaa  totd,  i»  sad  and  unmiatakable 
language,  how  aerioualy  we  were  auiBBera  from 
these  repeated  aasaulta.    Colonel  McKee,  of  the 
Third  Keatacky,  had  been  killed  ;  and  Colonel 
Hines  and  lieutenant'ColoBel  Dannard,  oi  the 
Fifty>«eventh  Indiana,  and  Colanel  Blake  and 
Lieutei»n1>Colonel  Nafi;  oi  Urn  Fortieth  IndiaM, 
with  otbera,  were  wounded.  During  thia  attack, 
the  Fifteenlh  Indiana,  commanded  by  lieutan- 
ant-Colonel  Wood,  coimter-ohaiged  on>  one  of 
the  enemy's  regiments,  and  oaptored  one  hun- 


dffed  ami  aeventg^frre  priaoneia.    Tl»  capture 
waa  (ran  the  Twaatieth  Lauiaiana.    WUe  this 
attack  waa  m  progfess,  I  received  a  mesMge 
from  Ctoneral  Palmer,  oommaading  Uie  Second 
division  of  tha  left  wing,  that  Im  waa  sorely 
pressed,  aad  dealped  I  weoki  aend  him  a  regi- 
ment, if  I  could  poaaibly  spare  ona    I  aent  an 
order  to  General  AiacaU  to  mmA  a  regiment  in 
General  Palmer's  assistance,  if  his  own  BttaaioD 
would  warrant  it     He  diijpatchad  the  Fifty- 
eigfath  Indiana,  Colonel  G.  r,  B«ieU%  regiment 
to  report  to  General  Palmar.    The  regiment  got 
into  poaitte,  reserved  ith  fire  until  the  enemy 
were  in  doae  range,  and  then  poured  in  a  with- 
ering diaeharge,  from  whieh  the  foe  veooiled  in 
disorder.    Oar  extreme  left  next  became  the 
object  of  the  enemy's  attention.    SkianisherB 
were  seen  descending  the  slope  on  tiaa  oppoette 
side  of  the  river,  as  also  working  their  way 
down  the  stream  for  tha  purpose,  apparently,  d 
gaining  our  left  fiank  and  rear.    A  few  wett- 
oirected  ehaiges  of  erape  and  canister  from 
Cox's  battery  drove  ttem  back.    This  battery 
did  most  excellent  service  in  counter-battering 
the  enemy's  arliilery,  poated  on  the  heigfalB  on 
the  southern  side  ot  the  river.    The  afternoon 
was  now  well  advanced,  but  the  enemy  did  not 
aeem  disposed  to  relinquish  the  design  of  fore- 
ing  us  from  oar  poaition.    Heavy  maaaoo  were 
again  assembled  in  frsnt  of  the  centre,  with  a 
view,  evidently,  of  renewing  the  onset    Bnt 
the  woU-directed  fire  of  the  artillery  held  them 
in  check,  and  only  a  small  force  came  within 
range  of  our  bbmU  arms,  whioh  waa  readily 
repulsed.    The  enemy  concluded  his  opeiations 
against  the  left,  aa  ni^l^  approached,  by  open- 
ing on  it  with  hia  arldlery.    Coz'a  and  Batep% 
batteries  gallantly  and  eiectaally  replied.    Bet 
darkness  soon  put  a  conclusion  to  tins  artifieiy 
duel,  and  whan  the  night  deacended  brought  a 
period  to  the  long  and  bk)ody  oonteat  oi  this 
eveMnemorable  day,  which  found  tha  First  and 
Second  brigadea,  Hascatt's  and  Wagner's,  occu- 
pying, with   some  alight   intarchuige  in  the 
poaition  of  particular  regiments,  the  ground 
on  which  they  had  gone  into  the  fight  in  the 
mominff.    Eveirv  effort  of  the  enemy  to  dis> 
lodge  tnem  had  failed ;  every  aittack  wba  gal- 
lantiy  repulsed.    I  cannot  apeak  in  too  high 
terms  of  praise  of  the  soldierity  baaring  vpA 
steadiut  courage  with  which  the  oAoers  and 
men  of  theae  two  briffadee   maintained  the 
battles  tlirougha«t  the  day.    Their  good  ooa- 
doct  deaenws   and  wiM  .receive  the  faigheit 
commendatiov  of  their  commanden  and  coun- 
trymen.     The   commanding   General  of   the 
enemy  haa   home  teatimoay  in  his  dispatch 
to  the  gallantry  and  snoceaa  of  their  relist- 
ance.    Cbx'a  and  Eatep's  batteries  were  splen- 
didly served  throughont  the  day,  and  did  the 
moat  effective  aervice.     They  loat  heavily  in 
men   and   hcvaee,  and   it  waa   neceaaaiy  for 
Eatap  to  call  on  tba  One  Hundredth  BUaois, 
for  a  detail  to  aid  in  working  his  gtina-  } 
have  previoualy  remarfced  that  ike  Third  bri- 
gade, Colonel  Harkar's,  waa  detached  aai^ 
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in  the  BKnixig  and  sent  io  reinfcuir  4iM 
right  It  ranakiftd  on  Utttpurt  of  the  firti  dur- 
ing the  entile  dij,  I  dm  ne*  able,  ecMMeqnenlif, 
to  speak  of  its  servioe  from  personal  obaerrft- 
tion.  Bat  ifte  exireiaely  hear^  list  of  aasi^ 
akiM  ahewa  hovr  hotiy  it  waa  engaged,  and 
wbaA  Talnafale  serTioa  it  rendarad.    I  am  aura 


it  met  tibe  expaatotion  I  had  ever  confidently 
antertaitted  of  what  woirid  ba  itr  bearing  in 
praaenoa  of  Hie  foa^  Bradley's  Sixth  Ohio  bat* 
tery  waa  aseaoiated  with  thia  brigade  daring  tiie 
chy,  waa  akilfally  bandied  and  did  moat  effiso- 
tire  aairioe.  ^  It  loat  two  ef  ila  guai,  but  they 
were  spiked  bifare  they  were  abandoned  They . 
wereaabaaquently  raoaptwrad  bytiia  Tfairteentn 
Michigan,  attehed  to  thia  brigade.  Frosa  aU 
I  hare  learned  of  the  senrioa  of  the  'Rurd  bri> 
gadke  and  BiaAey's  baMery,  I  aoi  sore  they  da» 
serve  eqoal  commendation  with  the  eiher  two 
brigades  and  battoriea,wfcieh  aoakmtly  held  the 
left.  An  official  report  of  events  so  thrilling  as 
those  of  the  battle  of  the  thirty-first  alt,  msAe 
from  personal  observations  amid  the  din  and  roar 
of  the  conflict,  and  unaided  by  the  reports  of 
the  subordinate  oommandMrs,  must  necessarily 
present  but  a  brief  and  meagre  outline  of  the 
part  enacted  by  the  tfoopa  whase  sarvicea  it 
profesaea  to  portray.  A  report  so  prepared  may, 
entirs^  unialentionallv  on  ike  pariof  the  writcn:, 
do  injoatioa  to  partfoalsr  troopa  and  officers. 
Fxam  the  inability  of  reference  la  the  lapoiiB  of 
anbordinate  comfciandars,  I  canaat  give  any  de- 
tail of  the  heavy  casioalties  of  the  battle  of  the 
tfaiirty-&rst  I  muii  leave  them  to  be  raportad, 
vrith  the  subsequent  oaaualties,  by  my  svocea- 
sor  in  command.  The  absence  of  each  veports 
ppaiPNits  me  from  signalizing  by  name  suah  re^- 
meotai  and  company  officers  as  partianlarly  di» 
tingiriahed  tfiemsdives.  But  whara4ill  did  so  well 
it  would  be  difficnlt,  perhaps  isvidiaua,  to  dis- 
dtminate  amone  them.  To  my  brigade  com- 
manders, Brigaoier-^Seneral  Hascall,  eommand- 
ing  Firat  brigade,  Gokxaal  Wafpier,  Fifteentii 
Indiana,  commanding  Seaond  bngade,  and  Col- 
onal  Barker,  Sixfy^tfth  Ohio,  aommanding  Third 
brigade,  my  warmest  thanka  are  due  for  their 
vsmable  aasistanoai  their  hearty  co-operation, 
and  intelligent  nerfoimanoa  of  duty  throighoo* 
the  whole  of  that  trying  day.  For  these  ser- 
vices and  their  gallant  and  manly  bearing  under 
the  heaviest  fire,  they  richly  deaervethe  nighest 
cemmendailion  and  the  gratitude  of  their  coa»- 
trymen.  Colonels  Wsgner  and  Barker  have 
long  and  ably  oanmianded  brigades^  and  I  re- 
spectf^ly  submit  it  would  be  simply  an  act  of 
justice  to  confer  on  them  tiie  actual  and  legal 
rank  of  the  oonunand  they  have  so  lang  exer- 
cised. To  Major  8.  Race,  COiief  of  Artillery ; 
Suigeun  W.  W.  Blair,  Fifty^^ighth  Indiana ;  Gap- 
tain  M.  P.  Bestow,  Assistent  A^putaaM^eneral ; 
Firat  lienteiant  J.  L.  Targan,  Fifty-eighth  Indi- 
ana,  Aide4e4Samp ;  Gaptai»  Y.  K  Pamaer,  Thir- 
teenth  Michigan,  InspectsgOaneral,  and  Major 
Walker,  SecdUd  Indiana  cavalry,  volmlaer  Aid- 
ds-Oaaap,  my  thankaara  due  and  cordially  gives. 
Gaptaan  L.  D.  Mf^n,  DiviaiDn  Quartermaster; 


CkptsiB  HendenoB,  CommlssMBry  of  SnbsiBt- 
enee  to  the  dlrision.  and  Fint  Lieutsmmt  Mar- 
tin, Twen^-flret  Otto,  Qimatk  OCaer,  tat  fcr 
some  time  engaged  in  pertoming  tbe  duties  of 
Aoting  Assistant  i^aarterraaater,  gvaat  credit  is 
dna  for  tbe  intsfiigant  and  afflaienit  psrfofmanoe 
of  duty  in,  ther  respective  departments.  Oap- 
tani  Bruce,  Fifl^ightii  indiwia,  Oidnaace  Offiaer 
of  the  Ffrst  Virginia,  deserves  amdit  fir  valofr. 
Ue  services  rendered  in  th«  Ordnanaa  Depart- 
ment for  tite  entisa  division,  during  the  abaenoe 
of  the  Division  Ordnance  <MScer. 

My  division  is  oonposad  of  regimeflta  ft«m 
t^  Stat«  of  Bliaoisriiidiana,  Ol£>,  Michigan, 
and  Kentucky.  To  the  rektivea  and  personal 
fiienAi  of  those  who  have  laHen  in  defence  of 
their  country,  I  would  respeeifatty  oier  my 
synmathy  and  condolence. 

About  ten  o'clock  Wednesday  morning,  dar- 
ing one  of  the  heaviest  atiacks,.!  was  atruck  bv 
a  Sfinnie  baU  on  the  inner  aide  of  the  left  heel. 
FMtanatelv  the  bail  struck  obliquely,  or  the  in- 
jury would  have  been  much  severer.  My  boot 
was  torn  e^en,  the  foot  laaerated,  and  a  severe 
cenloaian  inflicted.  I  did  ne*  dismount  from 
my  horse  till  seven  e^eloek  in  the  evening.  The 
cwnees  of  tbe  night,  osmbined  with  the  i^fvry, 
made  my  foot  so  painful  and  8ti£f  as  ta  sMider 
it  evident  I  wooM  not  ba  eSeolive  far  imme- 
diate service.  I  waa  ordeied  by  tiM  nnmmend- 
ing  Genenl  u€  the  eoips  to  repair  thai  aight, 
by  smbolanoe,  with  an  esaori,  ta  ikie  ta^.  It 
was  with  SBEtreme  regret  I  fauod  mynsif  in  a 
condition  to  mahe  it  neceenssy,  en  aacoMt  of  ay 
injury,  ta  leave  the  division  i  had  iwrawd  nd 
so  long  commanded;  bottharegrat  was  allevi- 
ated by  the  reflection  that  I  had  left  Hm  dinaton 
under  tlie  oomnand  ef  en  able  and  enarianced 
officer,  one  who  had  long  served  wiin  it,  who 
knew  it  w^  and  m  wham  it  had  eaaid< 


I  am  atill  conftned  tnmy  roon^  but 
long  to  be  able  toius^io  rav  dvtiaa. 
I  am,  very  reanacM^, 

Yenr  oMisni  senmst, 

Tm  J.  Weonw 


GENVRAIf  VAN  CLEVFS  BEPOBT. 


oy 


} 

M^iont  I  have  the  hanor  to  snboMt  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  opantiona  ai  my  diviaion 
on  the  Ibir^F-firat  of  DeaembM,  litt ; 

At  aeven  n*elock  on  the  moaning  of  that  day, 
I  receinred  an  order  to  croea  8tMe  River,  en 
whidi  my  left  rested,  and  march  toward  Mor- 
freeaboro.  The  Firat  M^fada^  Gehmel  Beatty, 
Third  brigade,  Colonel  m^e,  and  Hm  bartaiiea, 
Oaptem  Swallow  oomsaandiig.  were  psamptly 
moved  over  and  formed  into  line ;  the  fieoand 
brigade,  Gdbnal  Fyffe,  being  retained  en  ^e 
aeutii  side  by  a  enbaeqimnt  order. 

My  linen  being  SoraMMi  and  atant  to  advanoe, 
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by  your  older  I  iMKHaed  tfa*  nrer^  leavng  th» 
Thild  bnsada  to  gimrd  .tb»  fonL  With  the 
Fii«t  iiiigiid»  I  marchad  rapidly  t»  the  BVpport 
of  QeaenJ  Rouaneii,  whose  diviaioii  ««■  hard 
preaaed  by  the  eneaiy.  We  ibrmed  in  a  vood 
on  the  south  Bide  of  the  Mnrteeaboro  aad  Kaah- 
vilie  tuiBiHkie.  0\a  lines  wate  no  eoonar  foaaoed 
than  the  «Muy  waaa  aean  •dvaBOtaef  driviag 
before  them  ow  sonttared  troopa.  Our  raoke 
were  opeaed  to  eofba  them  to  peaa,  when  they 
doaed  and  .opened  on  the  enem^  with  e  wither- 
ing fire,  who  were  aooD  brought  to  a  halt  A 
mufdewfiia  fire  wee  taapt  19  on  heth  aidea  about 
tw«afty  ramuteer  when  the  eneasy  begaA  to  re* 
coiL  Oer  aecoAd  line  now  relieving  the  fimt 
with.a  hearty  cheer,  the  rehels  broke  end  re#ee^ 
ed.  The  Seooad  brigade  coming  up  at  thia 
moment,  formed  on  the  rightMid  joined  in  the 
purauit  We  preoaed  the  enemy  through  this 
wood,  and  eoroaa  aft  open  field,  to  another 
wood,  where  thejr  appear  to  have  met  wi^ 
reinffffcementa  and  re-formedb  The  Seventh 
Indiana  battery,  Oaptain  fiwaUew,  joined  us  on 
this  open  field,  and  readered  efficient  aida  Hare 
I  received  iatema^n  from  General  KooacsaDB 
that  Geaarel  Bonaaaen  wae  driving  the  enemy, 
accoapaiUBd  wath  an  eeder  for  me  to  preas 
them  hard. 

At  the  same  aMment  I  waa  notified  by  a 
mesBsnger  tem  Colonel  Haahsr,  whose  bfigade 
waa  te  a^r  right  and  rear,  that  the  enemy  were 
in  foree  on  vty  right  in  a  wood,  and  were  plant- 
ing a  hnttwj  theMn  I  immediately  aent  a  mee- 
sage  toiMonal  TTiiiiim  te  press  the  enemy  hard, 
as  i  hnd  no  iieaefve  to  protect  my  rif^t ;  to 
Gaptam  flwallewi  who  was  doing  eoed  service 
with  hie  battery,  net  to  anffar  it  to  be  captured ; 
to  Oaieciel  Beat^  te  aand  two  ragimenta,if  they 
coakL  poaeihly  be  apaned,  to  the  suppoit  of 
Colonel  Fyffa,  and  a  ioarth  to  Qeaeral  Qritten- 
den  to  inform  him  of  my  critical  aahinHon,  %e 
enem^ASw  poured  a  gaUing  fire  of  ttueketry, 
accompanied  with  gM>e  and  aheil,  on  our  right. 
Colonel  Fyfie's  br^ade,  supported  bv  Captain 
Swallow's  battety,  gaUantly  returned  the  fire, 
but  being:  ovarpoweaed  by  numbers  on  front 
and  %KBk,  wem  aeon  compelled  to  retire,  fol- 
lowed but  a  short  distance  by  the  enemy.  Cap- 
tain Swallow,  to  whom  too  much  praise  cannot 
be  awnrded,  haoufht  off  hia  battery  safdy. 

Colonel  Beatty,  who  had  been  pressing  the 
enemy  en  the  left,  as  9Kmi  m  he  learned  the  con- 
dition of  afiairs,  retu-ed  in  good  order ;  with  two 
of  hie  regfnents,  waa  oadered  by  General  Rose- 
crans  to  protect  a  battery  on  the  Murfreesbofo 
road  ;  the  rannining  twe  regiments  of  his  bri- 
gade and  Colonel  Pyia's  hrigade  were  M-fermed, 
and  took  a  position  en  the  left  of  General  Me- 
Cook's  oeape,  and  to  the  right  of  te  Pioneer, 
wbleh  poeitften  we  eecmpled  widiout- farther 
adf  entme  tiH  after  dnrk* 

I  eaanet  cloae  ikw  report  without  inviting 
year  attention  to  the  gallantry  disphiyed  by 
thoee  wider  niy  command  daring  Ihia  engage- 
ment To  both  offioeraend  men  too  much  praise 
cannot  be  ewnriad.    I  wo^d  partioQlaity  notice 


tbetsoohieaa,  intrapidilgF,  andskiB  oimf^  bngade 
coBBttanders,  Oolonele  jBaatfy  and  f^e^  and  of 
O^itain  SwaUow,  Chief  c£  Artillery  To  the 
members  of  n^  stafi^  Csptain  £»  A.  OtHL  Aaoist- 
ant  AdjutantGenend ;  Oaptaki  C.  H.  Weed,  In- 
epectoivGaaeral ;  Oaptain  William  Starling^  Tepe^ 
gvnhical  Engineer ;  LieatenHitB  T.  F.iurdooh 
and'H.  M.  Wlliiama,  Aids-de^kBop,  I  owe  mach 
for  the  promnlnem,  flathfulneaa,  and  gallaatry 
with  wfaloh  uiey  executed  nay 'orders,  and  con- 
veyed intelligence  on  the  field*  Sergeant  E.  B. 
Rhodes,  of  the  First  Ohio  oavalir,  in  coaamand 
of  my  eeeoBt^  condueted  kimaelf  uke  a  ferae  sol- 
diw,  and  deserves  honorable  mention. 

A  dight  WDond  reeeived  eaiiy  thie  day,  be* 
coming  exceedingly  painful,  on  the  f<^lowing 
morning  I  wae  cempelted  to  turn  over  the  com- 
mend of  the  diviaion  to  Oaienel  Beatty  aodjretire 
from  the  field. 

Yery  req^eetfoUy,  yoar  obedient  senraait, 

BL  P.  Van  C^jbvb, 

OOLONEIi  RKiTlT^  R3ST0RT. 


HsMMXDiaEBBs  TmBO  Dmrnumf        ) 
Caxp  zoAfi  MusrasESWRO,  Januazy,  1883L  j 

Mj(jor  Ljime  StmHimg,  Amialiemt  Adli^iani'Qent- 
rak 
MAJone  I  have  the  honor  to  subaait  the  folr 


lowing  report  of  the  opeiatiQnB  of  this  diviaion 
for  the  twie  enl)raoea  between  the.  first  and 


third  days  of  JMuary,  1863,  inohisive  1 

I  was  oaHed  to  the  commend  of  the  division 
on  the  Baomhig  oC  January  fiial^  by  Genaal  Van 
Cleve^  dimbitity^  from  the  wound  received  in 
the  battle  ol  the  preceding  da^. 

•  At  three  r.  ic  on  that  day,  I  received  ordem 
to  cross  Stane  River  with  my  command  ai  the 
"  upper  ford,"  and  hold  the  hill  oveiloekin^  the 
river  near  the  lord. .  Accordingly,  at  daybreak 
the  Third  brigade.  Colonel  Price  commanding, 
croaaed  the  nver  at  the  jplaoe  indicalad,  throw- 
ing out  skirmishere  and  flankers.  Colonel  iViee 
was  quickly  folhiwed  bv  Colonel  Fyffe*s  brigade ; 
the  force  being  formea  in  two  lines,  the  right 
retiring  on  the  high  ground  near  the  river  voA 
east  of  tlM  ford,  and  uie  left  thrdwn  forward  so 
that  the  direction  of  the  line  should  be  neaz(^ 
perpendicular  to  the  river. 

In  the  Pfieantims,  the  First  brigade.  Colonel 
Grider  commanding,  had  been  disponed  as  fol- 
lows :  Two  regiments  were  formed  in  the  hollow 
near  the  hoapitaly  as  a  reserve^  the  other  two 
remaining  on  the  other  aide  of  tiie  river  to  sup- 
port a  b^ery. 

The  enemy's  skirmiahers  were  now  diaoov- 
ered  in  a  wood,  distant  half  a  mile  or  so  from 
our  first  line,  and  occasionaJ  firing  took  place  on 
both  sides* 

Information  (tf  all  these  movemants  was  sent 
to  General  Crittenden,  who  sent  me  word  if  I 
needed  artillery  to  order  Up  a  bdttery.  The 
Tlnrd  Wisconsin  bnttay,  lieatenaat  Livingston 
commanding,  waa  aoooadiagly,  at  about  toi 
o'clock  A.  x.y  ordered  ip  cross  the  rirer  and  re* 
main  in  the  hoUow  near  Ihe  todL 
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BamXk  partiet  <d  tibe  eiMm7*B  etS99ky  and  fn- 
&atr7  vere  oooMioiiaUsr  seen,  and  at  leocth  a 
BtroD^  line  wa»  distiacthr  -viaiblB  ihr#ii|pi  the 
(^tonlngs  0i  the  wood.  lieutaiHdtfl  lAviDgaUm 
vaa  oTCMrad  ia  brin^  up  hk  batteiy.  It  was 
aoeoadingly  plaoad  m  positioii  on  th#  risiof 
gromd  in  mot  of  6omeiF7ffi'B  brigade.  Sav^ 
eial  ahalla  were  Ibriwa  ad  Hie  enemy's  ikie, 
which  caused  its  disappearance;  it  was  aop- 
poaed  timt  tbe^  had  Ma  damn.  One  section, 
Lteuienant  Hubbard  oommanding,  was  now 
moved  to  the  hiU  on  the  light,  whence,  also,  one 
or  two  shells  were  Hirown  ai  detaahad  partiea. 
Oolonel  Fyfie'i^bfigade  w«8  moved  to  Iho  left  of 
the  battel^  where  it  was  covered  by  a  akirt  ol 
woods.  Our  whole  foioe  had  beea  oonntaatily 
concealed  by  making  the  men  lie  down. 

Abofit  one  o'clodc  fite  remaiaing  two  regi- 
ments of  Colonel  Qrider's  brigade,  the  Nine- 
teenth Ohio  and  Ninth  Kantucl^,  were  ordered 
to  cross  the  river,  which  they  did,  forming  near 
the  hospital  on  th^  left  of  the  other  two  regi- 
ments of  the  aame  l^iga^e,  to  protect  our  left 
flank.  The  enem^  force  was  occasionflily  seen 
movix^  to  our  left,  and  Generals  Crittenden  and 
Pkdmer  were  advised  of  the  fact ;  Colonel  Grose 
was  conaequently  ordered  to  support  ae.  His 
brigade  formed  so  as  to  protect  our  leffc^  retievk 
ing  the  Nineteenth  Ohio  and  Ninth  Kentucky. 
Tm^  two  regimenta  were-foviaed  in  rear  of  the 
right  of  the  second  line^as  a^aeseraay  being 
posted  in  the  hollow  near  the  ford. 

No  other  disturbance  occurred  durmg  the 
day;  excapt  iAie  oecasional  fifte  of  the  aUr- 
mishers ;  so  Colonel  Grose's  brigaae  and  Livhi^s- 
ton's  battteif  recrostadtha  river.  Aboii^  mid- 
night we  were  alaimed  by  tharp  iring  frovi  the 
B&miaherai  thev  reported  that  it  was  canaed 
by  tlia  enemy's  skumiahera  advanaii^  and  firisg 
upon  ua.  One  of  our  men  WM  Idtted  and  one 
weondad.  Nothing  eke  oocimed  duriag  the 
night  On  iha  morning  of  Friday,  Jawnary  aao- 
ond,  livineatQn'a  battery  cama  across  the  river 
^in,  and  was  poeted  aa  befoie.  There  was 
light  skirmiihing  during  the  aaiiier  part  of  tha 
day. 

The  Seventy-Biisih  Lidiaa^  Colonel  Kniflav, 
waa  ordered  to  ^a  place  in  the  first  line,  te 
olese  the  gap  between  Colonel  Fyffe's  brigade 
and  the  omers.  Nothing  of  aatt  oeeurred  until 
about  elevao  o'clock,  when  the  firiag  of  the 
enemy*a  akkttiahore  beoame  very  oonatant  and 
heavy,  aa  they  slowly  erept  op'  toward  na.  The 
shirBiBhtni  now  r^<»ted  »  battery  being 
planted  in  ov  front,  and  shortly  afterward,  that 
fifteen  regiments  of  infimtry  and  three  piecea^f 
artillery  were  moving  to  our  left 

Kotioa  of  all  thaae  movements  was  giiua  to 
Geneada  Grittandan  and  Palmer,  and  Colonel 
Qroaa'a  brigade  again  cama  over  to  ow  aapp^ 
Abe«t  noon  the  enemy's  battery  opened  with 
oooaaional  sheila,  directed  at  Lieiitenaat  Hob- 
bard'a  sactioa  of  artillei^  m  the  hifl.  The 
enemy *s  artillaay  ware,  now  seen  moving  to  onr 
left,  and  ao<m  another  battery  opened  me  upon 
LieateDant  fiubbard'a  aeotioiL 


J^  We  enea^'a  eUnoiaheia  ware  so  aear  that 
their  firing  waa  anaoying  and  dan^ooa  to  the 
aaiiUery,  I  ordered  Lieutenant  laviogaiaii  to 
retire  aMd^ahaa  positien  on  the  hitt  near  the 
haapitil.  A  few  shaUs  were  atiU  tkrown  by  the 
enamy'a  battery  4m  our  left,  and  oaoaaional  onea 
fr«m  an  apparently  Iraay^  battery  aoraaa  the 
rivei.  Aa  the  eaemir's  alarmiakera  preaaed  oara 
very  closely,  our  lines  were  straagtheaed.  by 
thrawing  out  tvw  more  companies.  The  firing 
waa  very  ahavp,  and  many  of  our  man  aa  well  aa 
theirs,  were  wounded.  At  about  half-paat  two 
o'clock  it  waa  reported  that  fawr  mare  oC  the 
enemv's  'gone  ware  moving  toward  anr  left; 
Word  waa  sent  of  thia,  as  in  aaae  of  aU  other 
nM»vemeiits,  to  General  (kitteaden*  Ai  about 
three  o'dock  our  skirmishers  reported  that  the 
enemy's  skirmishera  were  throwing  down  the 
fence  in  feont  of  our  line.  Orders  were  sent  to 
Colonel  Price  to  let  his  first  line  fall  back  behind 
the  crest  of  the  hUl,  but  before  he  coul^  receive 
them  tin  enemy  were  advancing  across  the  field 
to  the  charge.  "Biey  were  formed  in  column, 
with  a  front  of  apparently  two  regiments. 

The  first  column  waa  three  regiments,  or  six 
ranks  deep ;  thia  was,  anccoadoA  by  i>aaaond  af 
the  aame  depth,  and  a  third  apparent^  greater. 

M  the  aame  moment  their  artillery  opened 
firom  three  or  four  different  pointa,  throwing 
ahot,  ^lall  and  caniaier  dkeetly  into  aa. 

Aa  the  eaamy's  aolumns  approached  to  within 
a  hundred  yards  or  so,  the  first  line  rose  up 
and  delivered  a  heavy  fire  upon  their  column, 
which  ohedBed  it  fur  a  meaMni;  their  soon 
preaaed  on,  howcrver.  The  rtgiaaanti  of  the 
first  line,  the  Fif^-first  Ohio,  Eighth  fientiy^ky, 
and  Thirty-fifth  and  Seventy-nintb  Iadiana« 
fooght  gallantly  until  the  enemy  were  withMi  a 
few  yarda  of  them,  when,  overpowered  by  nam- 
bers,  they  were  compelled  to  retire. 

This  Biovement  oonfuaed  and  diaoiganiaed 
the  aeocmd  line,  which  also  waa  ordered  ta  £r11 
back.  The  reserve,  oonaisttng  of  the  Nineteenth 
Ohio,  Ninth  Kentadqr,  and  Eleventh  Keutu^l^, 
waa  now  ordered  i^  They  advaaoad  most 
gallantly  toward  the  crest  of  the  hiU,and  pourad 
a  destructive  fiie  upan  the  enemy,  whose  irst 
cohunn  waa  by  this  time  almost  annihilated. 
Their  sipporting  eolumns  soon  cama  «p,  how- 
ever, and  at  the  aama  tfane  a  foraa  admaDoed 
along  the  river  bank  upon  our  right  fianlu  Onr 
men  fought  wtfi  most  deaperate  couraee,  aa 
will  awMar  from  their  severe  loss,  until  forced 
baek  (^  the  actual  preasnre  of  the  enemy.  Even 
then  they  broke  oack  from  the  right,  file  by 
file,  stuw>otnly  contesting  their  gi^um.  At 
last,  however,  the  right  tMeing  fmed  liaak,  Hie 
left  was  ordered  to  retire,  which  it  alowly-did 
until  the  bank  of  the  rivar  waa  reached* 

Atlemptr  were  mftde  to  rally  the  laee  at 
several  points,  b«t  it  ^aaa  impoaeibialraia<the 
heairy  fire  and  the  doaa  proiimity  ef  the  enemy ; 
moat  of  them  were,  therofore,  foaaed  aareaa 
the  fiver,  where  many  of  then  sallied  and  ao- 
turned  with  the  first  aupperting  troopa  ;  and  I 
am  proud  to  aay  thai-  die  ooloaa  of  the  Nine* 
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teenth  Ohio,  Ninlk  Kentnoky,  Md  Fill3r4i«t 
Ohio  were  the  first  to  reoroBB  the  siream  after 
the  eneiQy'B  6he(^.  "Hie  tremendous  fire  of  eur 
artillery  on  the  sonth  side  of  ^e  rivw,  with 
Livingston's  hatteiy  on  the  other,  with  the  de- 
termined resistanoe  they  had  met,  had  stopped 
the  enemy  at  the  river ;  and  now,  as  onr  troops 
pressed  forward,  they  fled  iB  confusion,  leering 
fonr  of  their  gnns. 

fievend  brave  bflloers  had  rallied  a  great  num- 
ber of  our  men,  and  were  the  foremost  m  the 
advance.  * 

Night  now  canne  on  and  closed  the  porsnit. 
The  regiments  were  rapidly  reorganized,  and  In 
a  fow  hours  were  in  a  state  of  efficiency,  and 
turned  ont  promptly  and  cheerfully  at  an  alarm. 


The  fieoond  brigade,  OolmMl  F^flh,  was  not 
attaclBBd,  the  tent  lyf  the  tuemy's  eohann  not 
eztedkmg  to  Aem.  Beefaig  tiis  vight  driven 
back,  1h^  also  retiMd  in  good  ortier.  Lieo- 
tenant  Livingsten's  batlny  ired  eDnstantly  and 
wiril  from  the  first  appeaianoe  of  the  efeeray, 
until  the  veiy  last  nuMaent  he  enid  remain 
safely.  He  then  sroased  the  river  withewt 
losing  a  piece. 

I  cannot  too  mndi  oemmead  the  gaDaoC  man- 
ner in  which  my  men  fought,  and  the  ^ompt- 
ness  with  which,  when  forced  to  give  way, 
th^  rallied  and  reorganised. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  vnmber  of 
killed,  wounded  and  misBing  in  tiie  engagement 
befofe  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee : 
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To  the  commanders  of  the  different  brigades, 
Oofonels  QrMer,  Price  and  Ffffe,  my  timnls  are 
dne  for  the  gallantry  and  coolness  of  their  be- 
havior ender  very  tiying  circumstances.  lieu- 
tenent  Livingston,  of  the  Third  Wisconsin 
battery,  did  mcient  service,  and  performed  his 
duty  ably  and  handsomely.  Lieutenant  Smoch, 
Third  Kentucky  cavahy,  who  oommanded  a 
detachment  of  couriers,  remained  constantly  on 
hand  near  me,  and  was  of  great  use. 

To  the  following  officers,  members  of  my  staff, 
I  tender  my  thanks  for  their  assistance,  and  tiie 
manner  in  which  it  was  rendered :  Captain  ES. 
A.  Otis,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gkneral ;  Captain  C. 
H.  Wood,  Acting  Assistant  Inspector-General ; 
Ooptain  William  Starling,  Topomphical  ESnri- 
neer,  and  Lieiitenants  T.  F.  Murdoch  and  H.  M. 
Wlmama,  Aide4e-Camp. 

Bespeotfnlfy  submitted, 

Bamuh/  Beattt, 

Ookmel, 


8liPUIN  J.  ST  CLAIK  MORTON'S  BXPOBaL 

lie  folowing  is  a  full  abstract  of  tiie  official 
report  of  Captain  James  St  Clair  Morton,  corps 
of  engineers,  commanding  brigade  of  pioneers : 

The  pioneer  brigade  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland eonsists  of  three  battalions  of  infantry, 
seleeted  fktmi  forty  different  regimentB,  and  the 
Cfatea^  Board  of  Trade  battery,  Captain  Stokes. 
Oaptam  Bridges,  ef  the  Nineteenth  Illinois,  fx>m- 
manded  the  First  battalion;  Captain  Hood,  of 
the  Eleventh  Miohigan,  the  Second,  and  Qap- 


tahi  ClenenlB,  of  ttie  Bixiy-ninlfa  Ohio,  the  Third 
battalion. 

On  the  march  from  KaAvflle,  tfie  brigade 
constrected  two  bridges  over  Stewart's  €^^ 
between  the  honni  of  four  p.  m.  and  four  &c\ofk 
A.  v.,  twenty-ainth  and  thirtieth  of  Deoemher, 
arriving  at  the  batHenficAd  on  the  thirtieth. 

On  me  morning  of  the  th]rty<'lEr8t  of  l^cem- 
ber.  the  brigade  was  engaged  in  impnuvuig  the 
fords  of  Stone  River,  in  which  the  ridit  Mttal- 
ion  sustained  the  fire  of  some  rebel  cavalry. 
Captain  (now  Biigadier<^neTal)  Morton  was 
ordered,  soon  afterward,  to  take  position  in  line 
of -battle.  The  brigade  was  formed  by  order  of 
General  Rosecrans,  in  person,  fronting  toward 
the  riffht  The  enemy  appearod  on  a  rise  of 
grouncf,  in  firont,  ftom  which  they  had  driven 
one  of  our  battwies.  Stokes'  battery  immedi- 
ate^ opened  fire,  with  camster,  and  drove  tiwm 
back.  Captain  Morton,  at  the  personal  erder  of 
Qeneral  Resecrans,  who,  with  his  staff  aooom- 

anving  him,  advanced  to  the  eminqnoe  and 

eld  it,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  rebel  bat- 
teries and  sharpshooters.  Btokes'  battery  was 
supported  by  tiie  First  battalion,  on  the  left, 
posted  in  a  thicket ;  the  "niird  bettelion  ott  the 
right,  its  Hank  protected  by  the  Second  battal- 
ion, posted  in  a  wood,  still  f^irther  to  the  r^t 

HShortlr  after  the  line  was  fonned  the  enemy 
appeared  across  t6e  Md,  preparing  to  charge 
upon  one  of  our  retiring  detachments,  which  had 
been  rallied  by  the  commanding  GencsnL  Sliokes' 
battery  opened  upon  the  foe,  and  tiio  advance 
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of  the  enetaj  was  speedily  arrested,  ^e  right 
battalion  was  attaeked  soon  after,  the  enemy 
obviot2sly  intending  to  penetrate  the  line  nnder 
cover  of  the  forest  The  battalion  changed 
front  to  obtain  a  flanking  fire,  and  by  a  single 
voUey  r^nlsed  the  enemy,  composed  of  3ie 
Eleventh  and  Foorteenth  Texas  regiment  The 
Seventy-ninth  Indiana  had  rallied  on  the  right 
of  the  battalion  in  the  meantime,  and  assisted 
in  the  success.  This  was  one  of  the  most  bril- 
liant episodes  of  the  battle.  It  followed  quickly 
upon  the  charge  made  by  the  Geneivd  in  per- 
son, and  was  really  the  second  act  of  the  druna, 
which  changed  the  tide  of  battle. 

Toward  sunset  the  enemy  appeared  on  Mor- 
ton's left  Two  sections  of  Stokes'  battery 
were  brought  to  the  left  of  the  First  battalion, 
and  a  brisade  of  the  enemy  which  had  attacked 
the  battfilion  in  the  thicket,  was  bitterly  re- 
pulsed. Their  dead  were  left  within  fifty  paces 
of  Morton's  Hues.  The  troops  behaved  admir- 
ably. 

The  pioneers  slept  on  their  arms  that  night 
Early  New  Year's  morning,  liie  enemy  again 
appeared  on  the  left,  apparently  to  advance 
through  a  gap  between  it  and  ^e  Murfreesboro 
turnpike.  Morton  inmiediately  changed  front 
and  occupied  the  eap.  A  hot  engagement 
ensued,  infantry  and  artillery  being  used  so 
effectively  that  ihe  enemy  could  not  push  be- 
yond the  edge  of  the  wood,  and  they  were 
finally  driven  back  with  severe  loss.  The  posi- 
tion was  held  by  the  pioneers  until  after  night- 
fall, when  they  were  relieved  and  formed  in 
reserve. 

On  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  second  part  of 
the  pioneers  were  engaged  •making  road-cross- 
ings over  the  railroad,  when  the  enemy  opened 
a  severe  cannonade.  Stokes'  battery  returned 
the  fire,  and  &e  battalions  advanced,  support- 
ing it  under  a  fire  of  solid  shot  and  shell,  until 
the  rebel  battery  was  silenced,- when  the  pio- 
neers fell  back  to  their  position. 

In  the  afternoon,  when  Breckinri^e  made  his 
attack  upon  Van  Cleve's  small  division,  which 
had  been  thrown  across  the  river  on  our  left. 
General  Rosecrans,  in  person,  ordered  the  pio- 
neers to  the  left  as  reinforcements.  Morton 
marched  his  command  at  double-quick,  and 
arrived  on  the  line  occupying  a  gap  in  it,  under 
the  firing  of  a  rebel  battery,  iwiich  was  soon 
silenced  by  Stokes' battery,  which  was  worked 
with  great  skill  and  vigor. 

General  Negley's  (Eighth)  division  was  al- 
ready tr^aienaously  engaged.  The  enemy  had 
advanced  in  columns  of  brigades  six  deep  with- 
out intervals,  presenting  a  most  formidable  mass, 
and  threatening  to  carry  everything  before  them. 
Our  batteries  opened  in  magnificent  concert,  and 
the  most  obstinate  combat  of  the  whole  series 
of  engagements  was  culminating.  General  Neg- 
ley  now  requested  Morton  to  reinforce  him,  and 
™  pioneers  were  at  once  moved  up  at  a  double- 
quick  and  formed,  the  Third  battalion  in  second 
line  behind  tlie  division  under  command  of  Gen- 
eral JeiL  C.  Davis,  the  First  extending  beyond  it, 
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and  throwing  out  its  own  advance,  occupying 
the  space  between  it  and  the  river ;  Stokes'  bat- 
tery was  posted  on  a  knoll  between  the  First 
and  Second  battalions,  the  Second  being  in  ser 
ond  line  on  the  extreme  right  The  fighting, 
meantime,  of  the  most  violent  description,  was 
growing  slack,  and  the  enemy,  finally  defeated, 
were  fl3dng  back  to  Murfreesboro,  darkness  pre- 
venting pursuit 

After  nightfall,  the  pioneers  recrossed  the 
river,  and  again  assumed  position  in  the  reserve, 
the  Second  battalion  beine  detailed  to  dig  rifle- 
pits  in  the  front,  near  me  pike,  and  on  the 
extreme  right  They  labored  all  night  in  the 
rain.  On  January  third,  the  Third  battalion 
relieved  the  First,  then  on  dutv  in  the  trenches ; 
ou  the  fourth,  the  Second  and  Third  battalions 
began  the  construction  of  two  lunettes  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  First  battalion 
began  a  trestle  bridee  across  it ;  on  the  fifth  the 
work  continued,  and  the  Third  battalion,  with 
the  advance  of  tiie  army,  went  m  pursuit  of  the 
enemy. 

The  loss  of  the  brigade  was  as  follows : 
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The  force  of  the  brigade  actually  engaged  was 
sixteen   hundred  men— ninety-five  in   Stokes* 

battery. 

Throughout  the  engagement  the  pioneers  be- 
haved nobly,  and  upon  requisition  worked  zeal- 
ously night  and  day,  although  insufficiently 
subsisteo,  and  under  vicissitudes  of  inclement 
weather  and  rebel  fire. 

Captain  Morton  eulogized  the  conduct  of  the 
artillerymen  in  the  highest  manner.  They 
fought  under  the  eye  of  the  General,  and  won 
high  encomiums  from  him.  Captain  Alortou,  in 
his  report,  says :  "  As  the  conomanding  General 
was  everywhere  present  on  the  field  with  his 
staff",  he  cannot  but  have  remarked  the  good 
service  done  by  Captain  Stokes,  who  manifested 
the  greatest  zeal,  and  managed  his  battery  witii 
the  utmost  decision  and  success." 

Captain  Morton  most  honorably  mentions  his 
Adjutant,  fcieutenant  Lambessen,  of  the  Nine 
teenth  Illinois;  his  Inspectors,  Lieutenants 
Clark,  of  the  Sixteenth  United  States  infantry, 
and  Murphy,  of  the  Twenty-first  Wisconsin ;  his 
Aids,  Lieutenant  Reeve,  of  the  Thirty-seventh 
Indiana,  and  Assistant  Engineer  PearsaU ;  '^  all  of 
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whom  exhibited  the  utmost  ardor  and  alacrity 
in  the  performance  of  their  duty." 

Captain  Hood,  Captain  Clements  and  Captain 
Bridges,  commanding  the  battalions,  are  highly 
extofied.  The  latter,  though  wounded  on  the 
thirty-first,  remained  in  command  of  his  bat- 
talion. 

CAPTAIN  MENDENHALL'S  REPORT. 

Hradquasisbs  Ldt  Wdto,  January  10, 1863. 

Mqjor  L.  Starling,  Chief  of  Stqf: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  artillery 
in  the  left  wing,  from  December  twenty-six, 
1862,  to  January  two,  1863.  This  array  marched 
from  camp,  near  Nashville,  December  twenty- 
sixth  ;  the  left  wing  marching  on  the  Murfrees- 
boro  pike. 

December  26. 

About  three  p.  m.,  our  advance  was  brought 
to  a  stand-stUl,  near  Lavergne,  by  a  rebel  ba1> 
tery.  It  was  opposed  by  a  section  of  artillery 
serving  wiA  the  cavalry,  which  being  unable 
to  dislodge  tlie  enemy,  our  advance  battery 
(Captain  Standart,  Battery  B,  First  Ohio)  was, 
after  a  little  delay,  put  in  position  and  opened 
fire,  soon  silencing  the  enemy. 

December  27. 

General  Hascall  took  the  advance  with  his 
brigade,  and  Lieutenant  Estep's  Eighth  Indiana 
battery.  They  marched  steadily  forward  till  the 
enemy  were  cbriven  across  Stewart's  Creek ;  the 
battery  halting  only  when  it  was  necessary  to 
fire ;  two  pieces  were  posted  near,  covering  the 
bridge. 

December  28. 

Some  artillery  was  so  disposed  as  to  check 
the  enemy,  eJiouid  they  attempt  to  destroy  or 
retake  the  bridge. 

Dcoomber  229. 

Lieutenant  Parsons,  commanding  Batteries  H 
and  M,  Fourth  artillery,  being  in  a  commanding 
position,  threw  a  few  shells  about  nine  a.  m., 
driving  the  enemy's  picket  from  the  opposite 
woods.  Our  colunm  sulvanced  across  the  bridge 
at  ten  a.  m.,  meeting  with  little  resistance  till 
within  about  three  miles  of  Murfreesboro.  Our 
troops  were  placed  in  line  of  battle  as  the^ 
came  up,  the  artiUery  remaining  with  their 
divisions. 

December  60. 

About  nine  a.  m.,  the  enemv  opened  fire  upon 
Captain  Cox's  Tenth  Indiana  battery  (which  was 
between  the  pike  and  the  railroad,  and  in  front 
partially  covered  by  woods).  Captain  Bradley's 
Sixth  Ohio  battery  at  once  took  a  position  to 
tiie  left  of  the  woods,  and  in  a  com  field.  The 
two  batteries  soon  silenced  that  of  the  enemy. 
One  shot  killed  a  man  near  where  a  number  of 
general  and  staff  officers  were  standing,  and 
another  passing  through  Battery  H,  Fourtih  artil- 
lery, killing  one  man,  wounding  ano^er,  beside43 
disabling  a  horse. 


31. 

Tlie  left  wing  started  to  cross  Stone  River, 
about  eight  a.  m.,  but  before  a  divimon  had 
crossed,  intelligence  was  received  that  the  right 
was  falling  bacK.   Colonel  Fyffe's  brigade,  which 
was  about  crossing,  was  ordered  to  counter- 
march and  move  at  double^uick  to  the  right 
Captain  Swallow's  Seventh  Indiana  battery  oper- 
ated for  a  time  with  this  brigade,  shelling  the 
rebel  cavalry  from  the  brick  nospitaL    Colonel 
Beatty's  brigade,  having  recrossed  the  river, 
advanced  to  the  support  of  the  right  wing ;  but 
the  Twenty-sixtii  Pennsylvania  battery,  lieu- 
tenant Stevens  conmianding,  being  unable  to 
foUow  the  brieade  through  the  woods,  took  a 
position  near  me  pike,  and  receiyed  the  enemy 
with  shot  and  shell  as  they  advanced  after  our 
retreating  columns,  and  I  think  did  his  part  in 
checking  them.  He  advanced  as  they  retreated, 
and  took  a  position  in  a. com  field  on  the  right 
of  the  pike  near  the  three^nile  post,  and  again 
opened  upon  the  enemy.    The  position  of  this 
battery  underwent  several  changes  during  the 
rest  of  the  day,  but  remained  in  the  same  im- 
mediate vicinity.  The  Third  Wisconsin  battery, 
having  recrossed  the  river  with  the  brigade, 
took  a  position  commanding  the  ford,  and  about 
twelve  M.   opened  upon  me  enemy's  cavalry, 
while  attempting   to  drive  off  some  of  our 
wagons  which  had  crossed  the  river,  and  were 
near  a  hospital  we  had  established  on  the  other 
side,  driving  them  away  with  very  little  booty. 
Tlie  batteries  of  General  Wood's  division  (Cox's 
Tenth  Indiana,  Estep's  Eiehth  Indiana,  and  Brad- 
ley's Sixtl)  Ohio,  all  under  command  of  Major 
Race,  of  the  First  Ohio  artillery)  fought  with  the 
bri^bdes  with  whifh  they  were  serving.    I  had 
no  occasion  to  give  special  orders  to  them  during 
the  day.  The  batteries  of  General  Palmer's  divis- 
ion served  with  it  during  tiie  morning,  rendering 
good  service.    Captain  Standart's  battery  fell 
back  with  General  Cruft's  brigade,  and  was  not 
again  engaged  during  the  day.    Captain  Cock- 
erell,  during  the  afternoon,  was  ordered  to  ^e 
front,  taking  a  position  in  ihe  com  field  on  the 
left  of  the  woods  where  the  enemy  were  mak- 
ing such  desperate  attempts  to  force  back  the 
left.     At   this   place,  CStptain  Cockerell  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  foot,  and  the  command 
of  his  battery  devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Os- 
bum.     Two  guns  of  this  battery  were  dis- 
abled from  their  own  firing,  the  axles  being  too 
weak.    One  of  the  Umbers  of  this  battery  was 
blown  up  during  the  day.    Lieutenant  Piursons, 
commanding  Batteries  H  and  M,  Fourth  artil- 
lery, was  ordered  up  to  support  ^e  left,  about 
four  p.  H.,  and  took  a  position  near  the  railroad. 
After  he  had  expended  aU  his  ammunition,  1 
sent  Captain  Swauow's  Seventh  Indiana  battery 
to  replace  him.    These  batteries  did  much  to 
rej^el  tiie  enemy  as  they  advanced  with  the 
evident  determination  to  drive  us  back  at  all 
hazards  if  possible.    During  the  night  tiie  bat- 
teries were  re-supplied  with  ammunition,  and  1 
directed  them  to  take  positions,  as  follows,  be- 
fore daylight,  viz. :  Lieutenant  Livingston,  com- 
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mandisg   ford  on  the  extreme  left;   Captain 
Swallow,  on  his  right,  near  the  raikoad  ;  Lien- 


forward  with  his  brigade,  and  send  his  battery 
to  the  crest  of  the  hill  near  the  batteries  en- 
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manding  ford  on  the  extreme  left;  Captain 
Swallow,  on  his  right,  near  the  ndkoad ;  Lien- 
tenant  Stevens  also  near  the  railroad,  bnt  on  the 
.left  of  Captain  Swallow.  The  batteries  of  the 
First  division  between  the  railroad  and  the 
pike.  Captain  Bradley  on  the  left,  Captain  Cox 
CD  the  right,  and  Lieutenant  Estep  in  the  cen- 
tre. The  Second  division  batteries  near  the 
pike  in  reserve. 

During  the  morning,  Lieutenant  Livingston 
was  directed  to  cross  me  river  (he  was  assigned 
a  position  by  Colonel  BeattyJ,  and  Captain  Swal- 
low took  his  place  commanduog  the  lord ;  Lieu- 
tenant Farsons  was  ordered  to  a  position  on 
General  Rousseau's  front  by  General  Rosecrans, 
and  Captain  Cox  was  moved  across  the  pike 
near  Stokes'  battery,  to  support  tlie  right  of  his 
division,  which  had  moved  its  right  to  that 
point  After  dark,  Captain  Standart  was  or- 
dered to  relieve  Strokes'  battery.  No  firing, 
except  now  and  then  a  shell  at  the  enemy  s 
pickets,  during  the  day. 

Jaooary  2. 

Early  in  the  forenoon,  the  enemy  opened  fire 
first  upon  our  left,  which  was  not  responded  to, 
their  shot  and  shell  doing  no  harm.  They  were 
opened  more  furiously  upon  the  troops  and  bat- 
teries near  the  railroad  and  pike,  several  of  our 
batteries  replying  and  soon  silencing  them. 
When  t^e  enemy  had  nearly  ceased  firing, 
Stokes*  battery  opened  with  canister  upon  Cap- 
tain Bradley's  battery  and  Colonel  Barker's  bri- 
gade, wounding  several  men  and  horses. 

Captain  Standart,  with  three  pieces.  Captain 
Bradley's  and  Lieutenant  Estep  s  batteries,  re- 
tired a  short  distance  to  fit  up,  they  having 
received  more  or  less  injury  from  the  enemy. 
Captain  Bradley  fell  back  on  account  of  being 
fired  into  by  Captain  Stokes.  He  returned  to 
his  former  position,  after  a  little  while,  but  Cap- 
tain Standart  and  Lieutenant  Estep  remained  m 
reserve.  I  then  ordered  Lieutenant  Parsons, 
with  Batteries  H  and  M,  Fourth  artillery,  to  a 
position  on  the  ridge  to  the  right  of  Captain 
Swallow  (who  was  on  the  highest  point  ndge, 
covering  the  ford)  and  Lieutenant  Osbum,  lot- 
tery F,  First  Ohio,  to  a  position  perhaps  a  hun- 
dred yards  to  the  right  of  Lieutenant  Parsons. 
During  the  afternoon  Colonel  Beatty  changed 
the  position  of  Lieutenant  Livingston  s  battery 
to  near  the  hospital  (across  the  nver). 

About  four  p.  M.,  while  riding  along  the  pike 
with  General  Crittenden,  we  heard  heavy  firing 
of  artillery  and  musketry  on  the  left.  We  at 
once  rode  briskly  over,  and  arriving  upon  the 
hiU  near  th^  fords  saw  our  infantry  retiring  be- 
fore the  enemy.  The  General  asKed  me  if  I 
could  not  do  something  to  relieve  Colonel  Beat- 
ty with  my  guns — Oeiptain  Swallow  had  sdready 
opened  with  his  battery.  I  ordered  Lieutenant 
Parsons  to  move  a  little  forward  with  his  guns ; 
then  rode  back  to  bring  up  Lieutenant  Estep 
with  his  Eighth  Indiana  battery ;  meeting  Cap- 
tain Morton  with  his  brigade  of  pioneers,  he 
asked  for  advice,  and  I  tola  him  to  move  briskly 


forward  with  his  brigade,  and  send  his  battery 
to  the  crest  of  the  hill  near  the  batteries  en- 
gaged; the  Eighth  Indiana  battery  took  posi- 
tion to  the  right  of  Lieutenant  Parsems.  See- 
ing that  Lieutenant  Osburn  was  in  position  (be- 
tween lieutenants  Parsons  and  Estep)  I  rode  to 
Lieutenant  Stevens'  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania 
batter}',  and  directed  him  to  change  front  to  fire 
to  the  left,  and  open  fire  ;  and  then  to  Captain 
Standart's,  and  durected  him  to  move  to  the  left 
with  his  pieces,  and  take  position  covering  the 
ford.  I  round  that  Captain  Braiilev  had  antici- 
pated my  wii^es,  and  had  changed  front  to  fire 
to  the  left,  and  opened  upon  the  enemy.  This 
battery  was  near  the  railroad.  Lieutenant  Liv- 
ingston's battery  (which  was  across  the  river) 
opened  upon  the  advancing  enemy  and  con- 
tinued to  fire  until  he  thought  he  could  no 
longer  maintain  his  position,  when  he  crossed 
over,  one  section  at  a  time,  and  opened  fire 
again.  The  firing  ceased  about  dark.  During 
this  terrible  encounter  of  little  more  than  an 
hour  in  duration,  forty-three  pieces  of  artillery 
belonging  to  the  left  wing,  Captain  Stokes'  bat- 
tery of  six  guns,  and  the  batteries  of  (jreneral 
Negley's  division,  about  nine  guns,  making  a 
total  of  about  fifty-eight  pieces,  opened  fire 
upon  the  enemy.  The  enemy  soon  retired ;  our 
troops  following.  Three  batteries  of  ^e  left 
wing,  besides  tnosc  of  General  Davis,  crossed 
the  river  in  pursuit.  During  this  engagement, 
Lieutenant  Parsons  had  one  of  his  howitzers 
dismounted  by  a  shot  from  the  enemy,  but  it 
was  almost  immediately  replaced  by  one  cap- 
tured from  the  enemy  and  brought  over  by  the 
Nineteenth  Illinois. 

Captain  Cockerell  and  Lieutenant  Buckmar 
were  both  wounded  on  the  thirty-first.  The 
former  conmianded  Battery  F,  First  Ohio,  and 
the  latter  belonged  to  the  Seventh  Indiana  bat- 
tery. Major  Race,  First  Ohio  artillery.  Chief  of 
ArtiQery  in  the  First  division,  and  the  several 
battery  commanders,  with  their  ofiBcers  and  men, 
all,  with  (me  exception,  deserve  most  grateful 
mention  for  their  coolness  and  bravery  tnrough- 
out  tiie  battle.  Lieutenant  Parsons,  conunand- 
ing  Batteries  H  and  M,  Fourth  artillery,  and  his 
omcers.  Lieutenants  Gushing  and  Huntington, 
deserve  great  credit  for  their  courage  under  the 
hottest  of  the  enemy's  fire.  They  were  proba- 
bly under  closer  fire  and  more  of  it  than  any 
otner  battery  in  the  left  wing,  and  perhaps  in 
the  army.  I  am  more  than  pleased  with  the 
way  they  behaved,  as  well  as  the  brave  men 
tmder  them.  Captain  Bradley,  Sixth  Ohio  bat- 
tery, deserves  particular  notice  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  handled  liis  battery.  The  one  exoep' 
turn  above  referred  to,  is  Lieutenant  Richard 
Jervis,  of  the  Eighth  Indiana,  who  is  repre- 
sented to  have  acted  in  a  very  cowardly  manner, 
by  retiring  a  section  of  the  battery  at  a  critical 
moment  without  orders,  or  notifying  his  batter^' 
conmiander. 

The  following  are  the  casualties,  etc,  in  the 
several  batteries : 
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H  and  M.  Foarth  Artillery ,  Ueatenaii  FWeoos,. . 

B,  First  Ohio,  Captain  Standart, 

F,  First  Ohio,  Captain  Oockerell, 

Seventh  Indiana,  Onptain  Swallow, 

Third  Wisconsin ,  Lieutenant  LiTingsUm,. ........ 

Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania^eutenant  Steyens,. 

Eighth  Indiana,  Lieutenant  i^tep, 

Tenth  Indiana,  Captain  Ooz, 

Sixth  Ohio,  CH>tain  Bradley, ; 


Total,. 


WounMD. 


1 
1 


Iter. 


Killed. 


8 
8 
2 

4 


2 


1 
2 


18 


Wounded. 


14 
18 
12 

7 
4 
7 
6 

5' 


Missing. 


6 
8 


6 

i 


16 


I  am,  Major,  very  reepectfnlly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 


John  Mbndbkhall. 

dUfif  or  ArUUery. 


Doc.  43. 
OPERATIONS  IN  TENNESSEE  VALLET. 

MAJOBrOSmRAL  HAZEN'S  REPORT.* 

HsjJDQUABiwa  8M02n>  Bbuum,  Sboqmd  DnnaK>9,    \ 
Twnrrr^rnsr  Atorr  Cokpb,  OHAiTAirooaA,  Oct.  8, 1888.  > 

LiezUeiicttU-Clolond  C.  Ooddoard^  A,  A.  OenercUf 

HiBodqtiftriers  DepU  Cumb»: 

lu  obeoience  to  orders  received  at  Poe's  Tav- 
ern, September  third,  1863,  from  Headquarters 
of  the  Department,  I  assmned  commaiia  of  all 
the  troops  in  the  Tennessee  Valley,  embracing 
Wagners  and  my  own  brigade  of  infantry, 
Minty's  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  Wilder^s  bri- 
gade of  mounted  infantry — in  all  between  aix 
and  seven  thousand  men — with  orders  to  keep 
these  forces  well  in  hand,  to  closely  watch  tlie 
movements  of  the  enemy  at  all  the  crossings  of 
the  Tennessee  River,  make  such  dispositions 
of  the  force  as  should  lead  the  enemy  to  believe 
that  the  valloy  was  occupied  by  a  large  force, 
and  to  cross  ourselves  and  occupy  Chattanooga 
at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

The  forces  were  scattered  from  Kingston  to 
William's  Island,  a  distance  of  seventy  miles, 
watching  the  entire  line  of  the  river  for  this 
distance,  and  guarding  at  least  at  twenty  ferries 
and  fords. 

I  at  once  visited,  in  person,  the  entire  length 
of  the  line,  making  such  dispositions  as  I  thought 
best  for  carrying  out  the  design  of  the  com- 
mand, withdrawing  as  much  as  possible  the  left 
of  the  line,  and  giving  orders  for  the  construc- 
tion of  boats  in  the  North  Chickamauga,  to  be 
floated  down  and  used  for  crossing,  when  needed, 
at  the  mouth  of  that  stream'. 

Troops  were  made  to  appear  simultaneously 
at  three  or  four  dififerent  crossings,  and,  by  in- 
geniously arranging  their  camp-fires  and  beating 
their  calls,  and  ^e  dexterous  use  of  artillery, 
were  made  1x>  represent  a  division  of  troops 
at  each  place. 

•  Bee  Brown's  Ferry,  Georgia. 


The  object  desired  was  fully  obtained. 

I  also  placed  all  heavy  stores  on  Waldon's 
Ridge,  and,  as  the  enemy  threatened  to  cross 
his  cavalry  in  heavy  force,  made  preparations 
to  receive  him,  and,  failing  to  destroy  him,  to 
drive  him  up  the  valley  beyond  PikeviUe,  where 
he  could  be  met  by  Gkneral  Bumside. 

A  battery  and  two  regiments  of  infantry  were 
placed  opposite  Chattanooga,  and  the  enemy  at 
that  point  annoyed  and  two  of  his  boats  dis- 
abled. I  also  established  conmiuuication,  by 
signal,  between  all  the  crossings  near  me  and 
my  headquarters. 

On  the  second,  the  enemy  burned  the  London 
Bridge,  and  Buckner's  corps  commenced  moving 
slowly  down  the  river,  making  strong  demon- 
stration npon  its  banks,  as  if  to  cross,  at  several 
places.  They  moved  on  Tyner's  Station,  reach- 
ing that  point  on  the  sixth  and  seventh,  followed 
by  a  heavy  cavalry  force,  that  took  the  place  <j( 
the  infantry  on  the  river  as  they  were  relieved, 
and,  from  their  numbers.  Colonel  Minty  reported 
that  indication  made  it  pretty  certain  that  a 
crossing  was  about  to  be  attempted. 

At  the  same  time,  the  pontoon  bridge  of  the 
enemy  was  moored  at  Chattanooga,  as  tf  to  cross 
over  troops  at  that  point. 

All  the  crossings  were  closely  watched,  and 
the  troops  held  in  readiness  for  any  movement 
On  the  eighth,  the  river  was  cleared  of  all  rebel 
troops  above  Chickamauga,  and  I  directed  Miner 
to  cross  over  at  the  mouth  of  Sale  Greek,  recon- 
noitring the  country  well  in  his  front,  and  move 
cautiously  down  to  Harrison,  always  controlling 
one  of  the  fords  near  him,  so  as  to  cross  back  u 
it  should  be  foimd  necessary. 

Before  the  order  could  be  obeyed,  a  heavy 
cavalry  force  confronted  him  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  and  the  crossing  was  not  at- 
temnted.  On  that  night,  however,  they  aU  re^ 
tireoi  from  above  Prior's  Island,  and  at  eleven 
A.  M.,  on  the  ninth,  from  their  works  opposite 
that  island. 

The  city  of  Chattanooga  was  also  evacuated 
the  same  morning,  and  the  troops  of  Qenenl 


DOCUMENTS. 


617 


Wagner  crossed  over  and  occupied  the  city,  a 
portion  of  Wilder's  force  crossing  at  Frier's 
Island,  reconnoitring  thoroughly  the  country 
opposite  and  towards  Chattanooea. 

Colonel  Minty  was  at  once  ordered  down  to 
cross  and  report  to  Goionel  Wilder,  while  all  the 
troops  not  already  over  were,  on  the  night  of 
the  ninth,  concentrated  at  Frier's  Island,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  tenth  crossed  hy  fording, 
which  was  accomplished  within  the  space  of  six 
hours,  without  loss  of  life  or  material 

The  boats,  although  completed,  were  not  re- 
qnired.  I  found  in  the  Tennessee  YaUey  an 
abundance  of  subsistence  for  my  troops,  and 
bronght  out  of  it  seventy  beeves  for  the  army. 

The  casualties  in  all  these  operations  were, 
two  killed,  one  drowned, and  five  or  six  wounded. 
Several  hundred  prisoners  and  deserters  were 
sent  to  the  rear. 

I  have  earnestly  to  conmiend  to  the  attention 
of  the  Government  the  services  of  Colonels 
Wilder  and  Minly,  commanding  cavalry  bri- 
gades. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

I  our  obedient  servant, 
W.  B.  "Eazes, 

Brigadlcr-GeneraL 


Doc.  44. 


liETTEB  FROM  MAJOE-GENEBAL  G.  B. 

MoCLELLAN. 

THE  ATTACK  ON  MUNS0N*8  HIIL. 

The  following  letter,  addressed  to  Colonel  H. 
L.  Scott,  explains  itself. 

Jan.  11, 1866  [7].     / 

CoLONRL :  I  received  last  evening  yours  of  the 
twenty  fourth  December,  informing  me  that  a 
friend  had  written  to  you  as  follows : 

"  When  we  meet,  I  will  tell  you  of  the  gener- 
ally preNTiiling  prejudice  against  you  in  New 
York  and  elsewhere,  growing  out  of  the  story 
that  General  McCleUan  had  in  some  way  inti- 
mated that  you  had  had  correspondence  with 
the  rebels  and  had  given  them  important  infor- 
mation, before  McClellan^s  attack  on  Munson's 
Hill  (I  think  it  was),  not  far  from  Washing- 
ton." 

You  are  entirely  correct  in  believing  that  no 
intimation  from  me  led  to  the  foregoing  accusa- 
tion. I  am  ignorant  of  the  origin  of  ttie  story, 
but  I  know  that  no  word  or  tnought  of  mine 
could  possibly  have  given  rise  to  it.  It  affords 
me  great  pleasure  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
repeating  to  you  what  I  have  always  said  when 
queistioned  in  regard  to  this  story,  viz. :  that  I 
never  had  the  slightest  reason  to  suppose  for  an 
instant  that  you  did,  on  the  occasion  referred  to, 
or  any  other,  give  any  information  to  any  one 
concerning  the  movements  of  the  Goveniment 
troops,  and  that  I  did  not  believe  you  knew  any 
thing  about  what  was  going  on  after  I  reached 
Washington,  in  Jnly,  1861,  for  I  did  not  think 
you  were  in  Washington  at  all  from  the  period 


of  my  arrival  there  up  to  the  retirement  of 
General  Scott  from  active  service. 

I  always  regarded  this  story  as  simply  one  of 
the  many  slanders  which  were  so  abundant 
during  the  excitement  of  the  war. 
I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  MoClellan. 
CoL  H.  L.  SooTT, 
Elizabeth,  N.  J. 


Doa  45. 
THE  DEFENCE  OF  CHAELESTON,  S.  C* 

UEBSAGE  OF  JEFFERSOK  DAVia 

RiOHMOHD,  Va.  ,  Feb.  12, 1864. . 

lb  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives : 

I  herewith  transmit  for  your  information  a 
conmiunication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  cov- 
ering copies  of  several  additional  "reports  of 
General  Beauregard,  connected  with  the  defence 
of  Charleston. '^  Jefferson  Davis. 

LETTER  OF  THE  SEGRETARY  OF  WAR. 

OdsnoBUXB  ScixB  or  Aioebga,  Wab  nvumcBfT, ) 
Richmond,  Va.,  February  10,  1864.     / 

To  the  President  of  the  Omfederate  States: 

Sm :  In  response  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  calling  for  '*  the  reports  of 
Geneial  Beauregard,  connected  with  the  defence 
of  Charleston,  which  have  not  hitherto  been  pub- 
lished," I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  follow- 
ing, which  cover  all  the  periods  reported,  except 
those  embraced  in  such  reports  as  have  already 
been  transmitted  to  Congress : 

1.  Report  of  the  examination  of  Charleston 
harbor,  by  the  Spanish  consul,  after  attack  by 
Confederate  iron-dads : 

2.  Report  of  the  action  of  the  seventh  of  April, 
1863,  between  the  abolition  iron-clads  and  the 
forts  and  batteries  in  Charleston  harbor. 

3.  Reports  of  Brigadier-Generals  Ripley  and 
Taliaferro  of  operations  from  the  eightn  to  the 
twentieth  of  July,  1863,  inclusive. 

4.  Report  of  operations  from  the  first  to  the 
twentie^  August,  inclusive. 

5.  Report  of  operations  from  the  twenty-first 
to  the  thirty-first  August,  inclusive. 

6.  Reports  of  the  evacuation  of  Morris  Island. 

7.  Major  Elliott's  report  of  night  assault  on 
Fort  Sumter. 

I  am,  Sir,  respectfully. 

Your,  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 

REPORT  OF  THE  EXAMINATION  OF  CHARLESTON  HARBOR 
BT  THE  SPANISH  OQNSUI^   AFTER  ATTACK  BY  CON 
FEDERATE  IRON-CLABa 

Spamvh  ComULATB,  ) 

CtaABUBiGor,  February  iBt,  1898.  / 

Mr,   TTiomas  Jordan,  Brigadier-General  and 
Chief  of  Stc^  of  the  DepaHment  SotUh  Car- 
olina, Gfeorgia,  and  Florida : 
Mt  Deab  Sir:  I  take  pleasure  in  replying  to 

•  See  Dooamenta,  page  816.  Tolame  8,  B.  R 
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your  communication  of  the  thirty-first  of  Jan- 
uary last,  respecting  the  notification  of  the  rais- 
ing of  the  blockade  at  Charleston  by  the  naval 
force  of  tiie  Confederate  States. 

I  should  inform  you,  that  I  remitted  a  copy  of 
the  same  commumcation  to  His  Excellency  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Washington.  I  tiiank 
you  for  your  kind  oflfer  in  placing  a  steamer  at 
my  disposal,  so  that  I  may  go  and  satisfy  myself 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  port  Having  gone 
out  in  company  with  the  French  consul,  ana  ar- 
rived at  the  point  where  the  Confederate  naval 
forces  were,  we  discovered  three  steamers  and 
a  pilot  boat  returning.  I  must  sAso  mention  that 
the  British  consul  at  this  port  manifested  to  me 
verbally,  that  some  time  subsequent  to  this 
naval  combat,  not  a  single  blockading  vessel 
was  in  sight 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  offer  you 
iny  sincere  respects. 

MUNOZ  DE  MONGADA. 

Spanish  Conso]. 

GESfERAL  BEAURBaARD'S  REPORT  OF  THE  ACTIOK  OF 

7TH  OF  AFRO.,  1868. 

BtAsxffjAKTSBa  TiKf Axaasit  BovTH  Gabouva.  Obowha,  ) 
AKD  TumxDAj  CBABLBroM,  8.  C,  May  24, 1868.     j 

Chneral  8.   Cooper^  At^uUmi  and   Inspector- 
General,  Richmond^  Va. : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  with 
this,  the  report  of  Brigadier-General  Ripley, 
commanding  the  First  military  district,  South  Cai- 
.   oliua,  of  the  battle  of  the  seventh  ultimo,  together 
with  the  reports  of  his  subordinate  officers,  and 
of  Majors  D.  B.  Harris  and  W.  H.  Echols,  Pro- 
visional Engineer  corps. 

The  accumulation  of  the  enemy's  troops,  trans- 
ports, and  iron-clad  vessels  at/Port  Royal,  during 
the  months  of  February  and  March,  and  subse- 
quently, in  the  North  Edisto  and  Stono  Rivers, 
having  convinced  me  that  the  long  threatened 
attack  on  Charleston  was  immediately  impend- 
ing, every  possible  precaution  was  at  once  made 
for  the  exigency,  including  the  concentration,  at 
strategic  points  in  this  vicinity,  of  all  availa- 
ble troops,  for  the  defence  of  the  several  land 
*  approaches  to  the  position,  and  jprovisions  for 
the  further  and  rapid  concentration,  upon  this. 

Soint,  of  forces  from  other  of  the  military  sub- 
ivisiors  of  the  Department. 
Qn  the  fifth  of  the  month,  the  enemy's  iron- 
clads, of  the  monitor  class,  appeared,  and  an- 
chored off  the  bar,  which  tiiey  crossed  on  the 
following  day,  accompanied  by  the  iron-mailed 
frigate  New  Ironsides,  bearing  the  Admiral's 
pennant  On  the  seventh  of  April,  in  the  after- 
noon, the  enemy  moved  forward  to  the  attack, 
in  single  file-Hieven  single^urreted  ntoniiors^  to 
wit :  Weehawken^  CatskiU,  Montavk,  Nantitcket^ 
PassaiCy  NakarUy  and  Paiapsco,  the  Keokuk  with 
two  fixed  turrets,  and  the  New  Ironsides — the 
Weehawken  leading,  the  New  Ironsides  fifth  in 
the  order  of  battle.  By  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  the 
head  of  tlie  line  had  come  within  easy  range  of 
Forts  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  and  Batteries  Beau- 
regard/Bee,  and  Cummins'  Point,  and  Wagner  ; 


a  few  minutes  later  the  first  gun  was  fired  from 
Fort  Moultrie,  and  booh  the  engagement  became 
general. 

On  our  side,  seventy-aix  guns  of  varioiui  cali- 
bre, including  nine  mortars  and  fifteen  smooth 
bore  thirty-two-pounders,  were  brou^xt  to  bear 
on  the  fleet,  wluch  carried  thirty-two  guns  of 
the  heaviest  calibres  ever  used  in  war,  to  wit : 
Fifteen  and  eleven-inch  Dahlgien  gans,  and 
eight-inch  rifle  pieoee.  The  Weeha^mn  in  ad- 
vance, provided  with  a  contrivance  for  catdung 
and  exploding  torpedoes,  was  soon  oompeDed  to 
retire  before  the  iron  storm  it  encomitered.  The 
New  Ironsides,  at  the  distance  of  seventeen  him- 
dred  yards  from  Fort  Sumter,  was  frequently 
struck,  and  was  next  forced  to  fiill  bac^  ont  of 
range^  evidently  injured.  The  Keokuk  having, 
meantime,  approached  to  about  nizie  hundred 
yards  of  Fort  Sumter,  was  quickly  riddled,  her 
guns  silenced,  and  she  was  withdrawn  from  the 
fight  vitally  crippled.  The  remaining  mcmitoni, 
six  in  number,  with  twelve  guns,  maintained 
their  fire  until  twenty-five  minutes  after  five  r. 
M.,  when  thev,  too,  retired  out  of  raoge  of  our 
batteries,  and  came  to  anchor,  four  of  them  ^on 
de  oombatf  and  one  of  them,  the  Plassaic,  so  disa- 
bled as  to  make  it  necessary  to  send  her  under 
tow  at  once  to  Port  BoyaL 

On  the  following  morning,  the  full  extent  of  die 
injury  done  to  tiie  Keokiuc  was  shown,  as  she 
sunk  at  her  anchors  in  the  shallow  water  off 
Morris  Islsmd.  Her  armament,  two  eleven-inch 
D£^gren  guns,  two  United  States  flags,  two 
pennants  and  three  signal  flags,  have  since  been 
taken  from  her,  and  the  former  are  now  in  po- 
sition for  effective  service — substantial  trophtes 
of  the  affair.  The  New  Ironsides  and  six  mon- 
itors remained  at  anchor  within  the  bar,  but  out 
of  effective  range  of  any  of  oiir  works,  until  the 
afternoon  of  the  twelfth  of  April — ^their  carews  aod 
a  corps  of  mechanics  visibly  and  actively  em- 
ployed repairing  damages,  and  apparently  pre- 
paring to  renew  the  atback ;  then  weighing  an- 
chor they  all  recrossed  the  bar,  the  New  Iron- 
sides to  resume  her  position  as  one  of  the  block- 
ading fleet,  and  the  monitors  (four  of  them  in 
tow)  to  return  to  Port  Royal. 

For  the  detail  of  this  conflict,  I  beg  to  refer 
you  to  the  several  reports  herewith  sabmitted. 
but  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  recapitulate  some  of 
tiie  salient  results. 

The  action  lasted  two  hours  and  twenty-five 
minutes,  but  the  chief  damage  is  reported  by 
the  enemy  to  have  been  done  in  thirty  minutes ; 
the  Keokuk  did  not  come  nearer  than  nine  hun- 
dred yards  of  Fort  Sumter.  She  was  destroyed. 
The  New  Ironsides  could  not  stand  the  fire  at 
the  range  of  a  mile.  Four  of  her  consorts, 
monitors,  were  disabled  at  the  distance  of  not  less 
that  thirteen  hundred  yards.  They  had  only 
reached  the  goixe  of  .the  harbor,  never  wi&in  it^ 
and  were  bamea  and  driven  back  before  reach- 
ing our  lines  of  torpedoes  and  obstnictionfs 
which  had  been  constructed  as  an  ultimate  de- 
fensive resort,  as  far  as  they  could  be  provided. 
The  heaviest  batteries  had  not  been  employed; 
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therefore  it  may  be  accepted  as  shown,  that 
tiieee  vaunted  monitor  batteries,  tbongh  formi- 
dable engines  of  war,  after  all,  are  not  invulnera- 
ble or  invincible,  and  maj  be  destroyed  or  de- 
feated by  heavy  ordnance,  properly  placed  and 
skilfally  handled ;  in  reality  they  have  not  ma- 
terially altered  the  military  relations  of  forts 
and  ships.  , 

On  ibis  occasion  the  monitors  operated  nnder 
the  most  favorable  circnmstances.  The  day 
was  calm;  and  the  water,  conseqaently,  was 
aa  stable  as  of  a  river.  Their  guns  were  fired 
with  deliberation,  doubless  by  trained  artiller- 
iflts.  According  to  the  enemy's  statements,  the 
fleet  fired  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  shots,  eieht 
of  which  were  ascribed  to  the  New  Ironsides, 
three  to  the  Keokuk,  and  but  nine  to  the  Pas- 
saic, which  was  so  badly  damaged.  Not  more 
than  thirty-four  shots  took  effect  on  the  walls  of 
Fort  Sumter— «  broad  mark — ^which,  with  the 
number  of  discharges,  suggests  that  the  monitor 
arrangement,  as  yet,  is  not  convenient  for  accu- 
racy or  celerity  of  fire. 

Fort  Moultrie  and  other  batteries  were  not 
touched,  in  a  way  to  be  considered,  while  in  re- 
turn they  threw  one  thousand  three  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  shots.  At  the  same  time,  Fort 
Sumter  discharged  eight  hundred  and  ten  shots ; 
making  the  total  number  of  shots  fired  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  nine,  of  which  the 
enemv  reports  that  five  hundred  and  twenty 
struck  the  different  vessels— a  most  satisfactory 
accuracy,  when  the  smallness  of  the  target  is 
considered.  This  precision  was  due  not  only  to 
the  discipline  ana  practice  of  the  garrison  en- 
gaged, but  in  no  slight  degree  to  an  invention 
of  lieutenant-Colonel  Joseph  A.  Tates,  First 
regiment  South  Garolina  artillery,  which  had 
been  applied  to  many  of  our  best  guns,  and 
which  shaU,  as  fast  as  possible,  be  arranged  for 
all  the  heavy  ordnance  in  the  department  By 
this  felicitous  device,  our  guns  were  easily  held 
trained  upon  the  monitors,  although  the  latter 
were  constantly  in  movement,  and  this  with  but 
five  men  at  the  heaviest  pieces.  The  reports 
of  the  engineers  (herewith)  will  show  the  pre- 
cise extent  of  the  damage  inflicted  on  Fort  Sum- 
ter. It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  say,  that  at  the 
time  the  enemy  quit  these  waters,  the  work 
was  capable  of  resisting  as  formidable  an  attack 
as  the  one  it  had  just  foiled. 

For  the  casualties  of  the  day  (so  slight),  1 
must  refei:  you  to  the  reports  herewith.  Too 
much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  officers  and 
men,  in  all  the  works  engaged,  for  their  spirit, 
gallantry,  and  discipline,  which,  indeed,  I  had  a 
right  to  expect,  from  the  high  soldierly  condi- 
tion into  which  these  garrisons  had  been 
brought  by  their  officers.  My  expectations 
were  fully  realized ;  and  the  country,  as  well  as 
the  State  of  South  Garolina,  may  well  be  proud 
of  die  men  who  first  met  and  vanquished  the 
iron4Dailed,  terribly  armed  armada,  so  confi- 
denti^  prepared,  ana  sent  forth  by  the  enemy  to 
oertam  ana  easy  victory. 


To  the  professional  resources,  skill  as  an  ar- 
tillery officer,  intelligent  and  indefatigable  zeal 
and  assiduity  of  Brigadier-General  Ripley,  com- 
manding the  First  military  district,  and  spe- 
cially charged  with  the  defence  of  the  harbor, 
mudb  is  due  for  the  completeness  of  the  de- 
fence, and  the  proud  results  of  the  seventh  of 
ApriL  He  was  ably  seconded  by  his  subordinate 
commanders,  whose  services  he  has  fitiy  noticed 
in  his  own  report.  To  Colonel  A.  J.  GonzcJes, 
Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Artillerv,  and  Major  D. 
B.  Harris,  Chief  Engineer,  and  Major  W.  H. 
Echols.  Provisional  Engineer  corps,  and  their 
several  assistants,  I  return  my  thanks,  for 
valuable  services  in  their  respective  depart- 
ments. 

I  have  also  to  record  my  obligations  to  the 
Honorable  William  Porcher  Miles,  representa- 
tive in  Congress,  for  constantiy  exerted  ser- 
vices, in  secuijng  for  the  defence  of  Charleston 
so  many  of  the  heaviest  guns  wielded  so  effect- 
ually. 

The  Confederate  States  iron-clad  ships,  P^- 
metto  State  and  Chicora,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  J.  R.  Tucker,  C.  S.  N.,  as  soon  as  the 
enemy  advanced  to  the  attack,  took  their  posi- 
tions (previously  arranged),  ready  to  perform 
their  part  in  the  conflict,  at  the  opportune  mo- 
ment 

On  the  day  after  the  combat,  Flag  Officer 
Lynch,  C.  S.  N.,  arrived  here  from  North  Caro- 
lina, witii  an  effective  detachment  of  sailor  ar- 
tiUerists,  to  tender  service  in  any  battery.  He 
was  assigned  to  a  most  responsible  position — 
Cummins*  Point  battery — but  was  in  three  days 
ther^ter  recalled  by  the  Navy  Department 

The  flags  and  trophies  sent  herewith  were 
taken  from  the  wreck  of  tiie  Keokuk,  by  Lieu- 
tenant W.  T.  Glassell,  C.  a  N.  The  more 
material  trophies,  two  eleven-inch  Dahlgren 
pieces,  now  in  battery,  ^^e  recovered,  under 
tbe  supervision  of  Gfeneral  Ripley,  by  the 
mechamcal  resources  and  energy  of  Mr.  Add- 
phus  lAcoste,  employee  of  the  district  ordnance 
department,  assisted  by  parties  from  the  «mri- 
son  of  Fort  Sumter,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant S.  C.  Boyleston,  and  Lieutenants  J.  M. 
Rhett  and  K.  Kemper,  First  South  Carolina 
artillery. 

The  enemy's  land  forces,  collected  in  con- 
siderable strength  on  Seabrook  Island,  and  in 
the  transports  m  North  Edisto  River,  and  on 
Folly,  Coles,  and  other  islands  about  the  mouth 
of  the  Stono  River  inlet,  made  no  attempt  to 
co-operate  actively  with  the  naval  attack. 

In  conclusion,  I  shall  avail  mvself  of  the 
occasion  to  give,  as  my  opinion,  that  the  best, 
the  easiest  way  to  render  Fort  Sumter  impreg- 
nable would  be  to  arm,  conformably  to  its 
original  plan,  both  tiers  of  casemates  and  the 
bsrbette,  with  the  heaviest  guns,  rifled  or 
smooth-bore,  that  can  be  made. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  Bkaitsboabd, 

General,  oommaiidliig. 
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BEU0ADISR-OSNEZUL  B.  &  BIPIJ£Y*8  BEPOBT  OF  AOION 
OF  SEVENTH  OF  APRIL,  1863.  BBTWEEN  THE  ABOUTION 
IRONCLADS  AND  THE  FORtB  AKD  BATEBRIK8  IN 
OEtARLEarON*  HARBOR. 

HJBASQUJJtTBia  Fnai  Moitakt  Disnaoir,) 
DBPABIMEfr  OF  8.  C,  6a.,  asd  Fla.,    V 
CHAKLBton^  April  IS,  1868        ) 

Brigadier  •>  General  TTiomas  Jordan^  Chi^  of 
Saff,  Ikp'to/8.  C,  Go.,  and  Fla.  : 
Gbnbral  :  Upon  the  first  instant  the  increase 
of  the  enemy's  force  in  the  Stono,  and  infonna- 
tion  from  >forth  Edisto,  gave  warning  that  the 
long  threatened  combined  movement  npon 
Charleston  was  about  to  take  place.  Brigamer- 
Qeneral  S.  R.  Gist,  commanding  First  subdi- 
vision of  this  district,  James  Island  and  St 
Andrews,  took  prompt  measures  for  the  obser- 
vation and  repulse  of  any  attack  in  that  direc- 
tion. Colonel  H.  T.  Graham,  commanding  Third 
subdivision,  occupied  the  shore  of  Morris  Island 
on  Light  House  inlet,  to  control  the  passage 
from  FoUy  Island,  and  a  strict  watch  has  been 
kept  up  to  the  present  time  on  the  land  move- 
ments of  the  enemy. 

On  the  fifth,  the  iron-clad  fleet  of  the  aboli- 
tionists,  consisting  of  seven  monitors  and  one 
double-turreted  vessel,  hove  in  sight  from  Fort 
Sumter,  and  came  to  anchor  outside,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Ironsides  frigate,  then  a  part  of 
the  blockading  squadron.  The  sixth  was  appa- 
rently spent  b^  the  enemy  in  preparation,  and 
by  our  artillerists  in  verifying  the  condition  of 
their  material.  On  the  morning  of  the  seventh, 
the  enemy  was  inside  the  bar  with  all  his  irour 
clads,  including  the  frigate,  but  from  his 
proximity  to  the  shoals  aud  the  haze  of  the 
atmorohere,  his  position  could  not  be  deter- 
mined. 

The  various  works  of  preparation  were  pro- 
gressed with,  both  on  the  exterior  and  interior 
Une  of  defence,  until  about  two  o'clock  p.  x., 
when  the  enemy  steamed  directly  up  the  channel, 
the  Weehawken,  with  a  falsy  prow  for  remov- 
ing torpedoes  attached,  leading,  foUowed  by 
three  monitors,  thd  Ironsides,  na^hip ;  three 
other  monitors;  the  Keokuk,  double-turret, 
bringing  up  the  rear. 

At  each  fort  and  battery,  officers  and  men 
made  preparation  for  immediate  action,  while 
the  enemy  came  slowly  and  steadily  on.  At 
three  o'clock  Fort  Moultrie  opened  fire.  At 
five  minutes  past  three,  the  leading  vessel,  h&v- 
ing  arrived  at  fourteen  hundred  yards  off  Fort 
Sumter,  opened  upon  it  with  two  guns.  The 
eastern  battery  of  Fort  Sumter  replied.  Batteries 
Bee,  Beaure^urd,  Wagper,  and  at  Cummins* 
Point,  opened  about  this  time,  and  the  action 
became  general,  the  four  leading  monitors  clos- 
ing up  on  the  Weehawken,  and  taking  position 
at  an  average  distance  from  the  forts  and  bat- 
teries of  about  fifteen  hundred  yards.  In 
accordance  wltJi  instructions,  the  fife  from  the 
different  points  was  concentrated  upon  the 
leading  vessels,  and  the  effect  was  soon  appar- 
ent from  the  withdrawal  of  the  leading  monitor 
from  action,  her  false  prow  having  been  detached 
and  she  otherwise  apparently  injured. 


The  remaining  momton,  in  advacoe  of  the 
flag-ship,  held  their  position,  directii^  their  fire 
prmcipally  at  Fort  Sumter,  but  ^ving  occasional 
shots  at  Fort  Moultrie  (of  which  the  flag<«taff 
was  shot  away),  Batteries  Beauregard  and  Bee. 
The  Ironsides,  meantime,  opened  fire  and  drew 
the  attention  of  Forts  Moultrie  and  Sumter,  and 
the  Cummins'  Point  battery.  A  few  heavy  and 
concentrated  discharges  caused  her  to  withdraw 
out  of  range,  where  she  was  soon  foQowed  by 
two  other  monitors. 

At  five  minutes  past  four,  the  Keokuk  left  her 
consorts  and  came  to  the  front,  approaching  to 
within  nine  hundred  yards  of  Tort  Sumter, 
twelve  hundred  from  Batte^  Bee,  and  one 
thousand  of  Fort  Moultrie.  Her  advance  was 
characterized  by  more  boldness  than  had  hith- 
erto been  shown  by  any  of  the  enemy's  fleet ; 
but,  receiving  full  attention  from  the  powerful 
batteries  opposed  to  her,  the  effect  was  soon  ap- 
parent The  ten-inch  shot  and  seven-inch  rifle 
bolts  crashed  through  her  armor,  her  hull  and 
turrets  were  riddled  and  stove  in,  her  boats 
were  shot  away,  and  in  less  than  forty  minutes 
she  retired  with  such  spood  aa  her  disabled  con- 
dition would  permit  The  remuning  monitors 
kept  their  position  for  a  time ;  but  soon,  one  by 
one.  dropped  down  the  diannel  and  came  to 
anchor  out  of  range,  after  an  action  of  two  hours 
and  twenty-five  minutes,  at  ranges  varying  from 
nine  hunted  to  fifteen  hundred  yards. 

The  full  effect  of  our  batteries  upon  the  enemy 
could  not  be  precisely  ascertuned,  and  as  our 
strength  had  not  been  entir^y  put  forth,  it  was 
believed  that  the  action  would  soon  be  renewed. 
The  monitor  which  had  led  into  the  action,  how- 
ever, proceeded  south,  outside  of  the  bar,  on  the 
same  evening. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  affiur,  I  was 
proceeding  in  a  boat  to  Battery  Bee,  and  watched 
the  progress  of  the  cannonade  from  that  point 
The  guns  were  worked  with  as  much  predsion 
as  the  range  would  admit  There  were  no 
damages  or  casualties.  Visiting  Fort  Moultrie, 
the  damaged  flag-staff  was  being  replaced,  and 
everything  prepared  for  the  renewal  of  the  fire, 
shomd  the  enemy  approach  again.  One  man  had 
been  mortally  wounded  by  the  falling  of  the  sta£ 
Crossing  the  channel  to  Fort  Sumter,  the  effect 
of  impact  of  the  heavy  shot  sent  by  the  enemy 
against  the  fort  which  they  are  so  anxious  to  re* 
possess,  greater  in  qalibre  and  supposed  de- 
structive force  than  any  other  hitherto  used  in 
war,  was  found  to  have  been  much  less  than  had 
been  anticipated. 

Five  men  h«d  been  injured  by  spUnten  from 
the  traverse,  one  eight-inch  columbiad  had  ex- 
ploded, one  ten-inch  carriage  had  its  rear  transom 
shot  away,  and  one  rifled  K>rty-two-pomuler  had 
been  temporarily  disabled  from  the  effect  of  re- 
coil upon  defective  carriages.  The  garrison  wn 
immediately  set  to  work  to  repair  damages,  and, 
the  strength  of  the  enemy's  projeotiles  having 
been  ascertained,  to  guard  such  points  as  might 
be  exposed  to  their  effect,  should  the  attack  be 
renewed.    Cummins'  Point  battery  and  Battery 
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Wagner  wore  urnqjnred  exoept  from  the  acci- 
dental exploaioQ  of  an  ammnmtion  chest  in  Bat- 
texy  Wagner. 

During  the  night  of  the  seventh,  stores  were 
replenished,  thrwtened  points  upon  land  rein- 
forced, working  parties  from  the  Forty-sixth 
Georgia  regiment  brought  to  Fort  Sumter,  and 
die  renewal  of  the  struggle  in  the  morning 
awaited  with  confidence. 

When  day  dawned,  on  the  'morning  of  the 
eighth,  the  enemy's  fleet  was  discovers  in  the 
same  position  as  noticed  on  the  previous  eve- 
ning. About  nine  o'clock,  the  Keokuk,  whidi 
had  been  evidently  the  most  damaged  in  the 
action,  went  down  about  three  and  one-half  miles 
from  Fort  Sumter  and  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
from  Morris  Island.  The  remainder  of  the  fleet 
were  repairing  damages.  Preparations  for  re- 
pulsing a  renewed  attock  were  progressed  with 
in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  com- 
manding General,  who  visited  Fort  Sumter  on 
that  day.  A  detachment  of  seamen,  under  Flag- 
Officer  W,  F.  Lynch,  arrived  from  Wilmington, 
and,  on  the  ninth,  temporarily  relieved  the  artil- 
lerists in  charge  of  the  Cummins'  Point  battery. 
The  operations  of  the  enemy's  fleet  consisted 
only  in  supply  and  repair.  Toward  evening  of 
the  ninth,  a  raft,  apparently  for  removing  torpe- 
does or  obstructions,  was  towed  inside  o{  the 
bar.  Nothing  of  importance  occurred  during 
the  tenth. 

During  the  night  of  the  tenth,  Lieutenant- 
Golonel  Dargan,  of  Colonel  Graham's  command, 
crossed  Light-House  Met,  drove  back  the  ene- 
my's pickets  with  loss,  and  returned  with  one 
prisoner. 

On  the  eleventh  there  were  indications  that 
the  attacking  fleet  was  about  to  withdraw ;  and 
on  the  tw&aih,  at  high  water,  the  Ironsides 
crossed  the  bar  and  took  up  her  position  with 
the  blockading  fleet ;  and  the  monitors  steamed 
and  were  towed  to  the  southward,  leaving  only 
the  sunken  Keokuk  as  a  monument  of  their  at- 
tack and  discomfiture. 

In  this,  the  first  trial  of  the  abolition  iron  fleet 
against  brick  fsrtifications,  and  their  first  attempt 
to  enter  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  inivirhich  they 
were  beaten  before  theif  adversaries  thought 
the  action  had  well  commenced,  they  were  op- 
posed by  seventy-six  pieces  in  all,  including 
mortars.  Thir^-eeven  i^f  these,  exclusive  of 
mortars,  were  aoove  the  calibre  of  thirty-two- 
pounders.  The  expenditure  of  shot  against  the 
fleet  was  twenty-two  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
projectiles,  of  which  over  sixteen  hundred  were 
over  the  calibre  of  thirty-two-pounders.  The 
guns  which  the  enemy  brought  to  bear,  were,  if 
tiieir  own  account  is  to  behoved,  thirty  in  num- 
ber, including  eight-inch  rifled,  eleven  and  fifteen- 
inch  guns,  wiiich  would  make  |heir  weight  of 
metal,  at  one  discharge,  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal 
to  that  thrown  by  the  batteries. 

During  the  action,  Brigadier-General  Trapier, 
commanding  Second  subdivision  of  this  district, 
was  present  at  Fort  Moultrie ;  Brigadier-General 
Gittt^  commanding  First  subdivision,  at  Fort 


Johnson;  Colonel  K  F.  Graham,  oommandinc 
Third  subdivision,  on  Morris  Island,  and  Colond 
L.  M.  Keitt,  commanding  Sullivan's  Island,  at  Bat* 
tery  Bee,  attending  to  tiieir  duties  and  awaiting 
the  devdopment  of  the  attack.  The  action,  how- 
ever, was  purely  of  artillery — ^forts  and  batteries 
against  the  iron-clad  vessels  of  the  enemy ;  other 
means  of  defence,  obstructions  and  torpedoes, 
not  having  come  into  play.  Fort  Sumter  was 
the  principal  object  of  the  enemy's  attack,  and 
to  that  garrison,  under  its  gallant  commander, 
Colonel  Alfred  Rhett,  ably  seconded  by  lieuten- 
antdolonel  J.  A.  Yates  and  Major  Ormsbv  Blan- 
ding,  and  all  the  officers  and  men,  special  credit 
is  due  for  sustaining  ^e  shock,  ana,  with  their 
powerful  armament,  contributing  principally  to 
the  repulse.  The  garrison  of  Fort  Moultrie, 
under  Colonel  William  Butler,  seconded  by  Ma- 
jor Baker  and  the  other  officers  and  soldiers, 
upheld  the  historic  reputation  of  that  fort,  ana 
contributed  their  full  share  to  the  result  The 
powerful  batteries  of  Battery  Bee  were  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant€olonel  J.  C.  Simkins,  and 
were  served  with  great  e£fect  Battery  Wagner, 
under  Major  C.  K.  Huger ;  Cmnmins'  Point*  bat- 
tery, under  Lieutenant  Leseene,  and  Battery 
Beauregard,  under  Captain  Sitgreaves,  all  did 
their  pait  acbording  to  their  armament.  Indeed, 
from  the  reports  of  the  commanders,  it  is  hard 
to  make  any  distinction  where  all  did  their  dutv 
with  devotion  and  zeaL  Those  cases  which 
have  been  ascertained  will  be  found  in  the  re- 
ports of  the  subordinate  commanders.  The 
steadv  preparation  for  receiving  a  renewed  at- 
tack by  the  officers,  and  the  good  conduct  and 
discipline  of  the  troops,  especially  in  the  gar- 
rison of  Fort  Sumter,  where  the  labor  was  neces- 
sarily great,  have  been  quite  as  creditable  as 
their  conduct  under  fire.  While  service  in  im- 
mediate action  is  that  which  is  most  conspicu- 
ous after  such  a  result  has  been  accomplished, 
the  greatest  credit  is  due  to  that  long,  patient^ 
and  laborious  preparation,  by  which  our  works, 
never  originally  intended  to  *  withstand  such  an 
attack  as  has  been  encountered,  have  been  so 
re-secured  as  to  enable  our  gallant  and  well-i&- 
structed  officers  and  men  to  obtain  their  end 
with  comparatively  small  loss.  In  that  prepa- 
ration, the  late  Lieutenant^lonel  Thomas  M. 
Wagner  contributed  much  on  both  sides  of  the 
channel,  and  Colonel  Rhett,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Tates,  Major  Blanding,  and  other  pfficers  of 
Fort  Sumter,  have  been  more  or  less  engaged 
since  the  fort  fell  into  our  hands,  two  years 
since.  Colonel  Butler,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sim- 
kins,  and  other  officers  of  the  First  South  Carolina 
infantry,  have  been,  for  more  than  a  year,  en- 
gaged at  the  works  on  Sullivan's  Island.  Be- 
sides these,  various  officers  of  engineers  and 
other  branches  of  the  department  staff*,  known 
to  the  conomandin^  General,  have  been,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  principal  contributors  in  the  work ; 
and  although,  in  the  limits  of  this  renort,  it  is 
impossible  to  mention  all  to  whom  credit  is  due, 
it  IS  well  that  works  like  these,  without  which, 
in  such  emergencies,  personal  gallantry  avails 
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naoght,  ahoald  be  appreciated.  •During  the 
seven  days,  while  the  presence  of  the  fleet 
threatened  action,  Captain  Wm.  F.  Nance,  prin- 
cipal Assistant  Adjulant-General  on  the  district 
staff,  performed  his  difficult  duties  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  a  command  of thousand 

men  in  a  prompt,  judicious,  and  efficient  manner. 
He  was  assisted  by  Lieutenants  H.  H.  Rogers 
and  W.  H.  Wagner,  A.  D.  C.  Captain  F.  B. 
Dubarry,  District  Ordnance  Officer,  was  espe- 
cially active  and  energetic  in  the  supply  of  am- 
munition and  materi^  for  the  batteries.  He 
was  assisted  by   Lieutenant  C.  C.  Pinckney. 

^Captain  B.  H.  Read,  A.  A.  6. ;  Colonel  Edward 
Manigault,  and  LieutenantnColonel  8t  Clair  Dear- 
ing,  volunteers  upon  the  staff,  were  present 
during  the  action  at  Fort  Sumter.  Captain  K 
M.  Seabrook,  volunteer  Aid-de-Camp,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Schmerle,  Enrolling  Officer  and  acting 
Aid-de-Camp,  were  generally  with  me  during 
the  active  period,  and  all  were  energetic  and 
prompt  in  tne  discharge  of  the  duties  required 
of  them.    Captain  John  8.  Ryan  acted  on  my 

*  immediate  staff.  To  Majors  Motte  A.  Pringle  and 
Norman  W.  Smith,  Post  and  District  Quarter- 
masters, and  Captain  McOenahan,  A.  C^  8.,  many 
thanks  should  be  rendered.  The  duties  of  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  were  excessively 


laborious  on  account  of  the  limited  means  of 
transportation,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  congratula- 
tion that,  with  such  means,  they  were  so  well 
performed. 

The  reports  of  engineer  officers  will  inform 
the  commanding  Greneral  of  ^e  condition  of  the 
various  works,  as  well  as  of  the  acts  of  officers 
in  that  branch  of  t}ie  service. 

I  have  the  hopor  to  transmit  herewith  a  sketch 
of  the  position  of  the  enemy's  fleet  at  a  quarter 
past  four  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  seventh,  a  return 
of  the  guns  engaged,  a  return  of  anununition  ex- 
pended, a  numericfli  return  of  casualties,  and 
the  reports  of  different  commanders.  To  the 
last  I  Deg  respectfully  to  refer  for  such  infdrma- 
tion  as  is  not  included  in  this  report. 

I  have  also  to  transmit  herewith  two  abolition 
ensigns  obtained  from  the  Keokuk,  as  she  lies 
off  Moxris  Island  beach,  by  Lieutenant  Olassell, 
C.  8.  N.,  one  of  which  is  evidently  the  ensign 
under  which  she  fought  and  was  worsted.  None 
of  the  iron-dads  flew  laige  flags,  the  object  hav- 
ing doubtless  been  to  avoid  presenting  a  mark 
to  our  artillery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeotfidiy, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  8.  RiPLsr, 

BrfgMUer-Ctoneral,  ooaaaaaSiag. 


Return  of  Ouns  and  Mortars  at  Forts  and  Batteries  in  Gkarleston  Harbor,  engaged  wiik  the 

Abolition  Iron-dads,  April  sevenihf  1863.* 
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Return  of  Casualties  in  action  .* 
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Behim  cfAmmunUion  expended  in  anikm  AprU  eenenthj  1863 : 


BAXmiT  OB  FOKZ. 
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Exhibit  of  number  of  Bounds  fired  by  (he  Enemy 
on  seoeTith  of  April,  ccnd  number  of  Shot  re- 
ceived by  each  JronFclad,  copied  from  United 

States  Jota^nals : 

Booods. 

New  Ironsides  fired 8 

Catskiflfired 26 

Keokiik  fired ' 3 

Montauk  fired 26 

Naiitacket  fired '. 15 

Paesaic  fired jf 9 

Nahant  fired 24 

Weehawkeu  fired 26 

Patapsco  &red 18 


Total 


.154 


New  Ironsides  received  of  shots 65  . 
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Thoxab  Jobdan, 

Chief  of  Stalt 


BEPOBT  OF  OOLONIL  ALFBED  BEBTT  OF  SirGAGOfERT 
OF  SEVENTH  OF  APBIL,  HETWEEW  TANKEE  JBON- 
CLAS6  AND  FQBT  SUMTESl,  ka 

EmsMffj. 


Tnat  Soon  Gabouha  Axrubit,  \ 
FOBT  Suvm,  April  18, 1868.        / 

Captain  WiUiam  F.  Nance,  A,  A,  Q.,  First  MUi- 

tary  Distrid,  South  Carolina : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  abolition  iron-clad  fleet,  oonsisting  of  th  • 
frigate  New  Ironsides  and  eight  monitors,  ap- 
peared in  sight  on  Sunday  morning,  April  fifth, 


instant ;  crossed  the  bar  the  some  evening,  and^ 
anchored  in  the  main  ship  channel. 

At  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  April  seventh,  instant, 
the  whole  iron-clad  fleet  advanced  to  the  attack 
in  the  following  order,  viz. :  four  monitors  were 
in  the  advance,  led  by  the  Passaic ;  the  Iron- 
sides came  next,  followed  by  three  other  single 
turreted  monitors,  and  the  Keokuk,  a  doublo- 
turreted  monitor,  bringing  up  the  rear. 

At  thirty  minutes  past  two  p.  m.,  the  long  roll 
was  beaten,  and  every  disposition  made  for 
action. 

At  fifi^-five  minutes  past  two  p.  m.,  the  garri- 
son, regimental  and  Palmetto  flags  were  hoisted, 
and  saJuted  by  thirteen  guns,  the  band  playing 
tbe  national  airs. 

At  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  action  was  opened 
by  a  shot  from  Fort  Moidtrie.  At  three  nunutes 
past  three  p.  m.,  the  leading  vessel  having  ap- 
proached to  within  about  fourteen  hundred 
yards  of  the  fort,  she  fired  two  shots  simultane- 
ously, one,  a  fifteen-inch  shrapnel,  which  burst ; 
both  passed  over  the  fort  The  batteries  were 
opened  upon  her  two  minutes  later,  the  firing 
being  by  battery.  The  action  now  became 
general,  and  the  four  leading  monitors  taking 

Eosition  from  thirteen  hundred  to  fourteen 
undred  yards  distant,  the  fire  was  changed 
from  fire  by  battery  to  fire  by  piece,  as  being 
more  accurate.  The  fire  by  battery  was  again 
resumed  as  occasion  offered.  The  Ironsides  did 
not  approach  nearer  than  seventeen  hundred 
yards.  Hie  whole  fire  of  the  batteries  engaged 
was  concentrated  on  the  Passaic  for  thirty 
minutes,  when  she  withdrew  from  the  engage- 
ment, apparently  injured.  The  other  Btups, 
each  in  turn,  received  our  attention.  T)[ie 
fire  of  both  Fort  Moultrie  and  this  fort  being 
now  directed  against  the  Ironsides,  she  imme- 
diately wittidrew  out  of  effective  range.  The 
other  turretted  monitors  came  under  our  fire, 
in  like  manner  as  the  preceding,  slowly  passing 
in  front  of  the  fort  in  an  ellipse ;  one  only, 
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the  last,  approaohing  to  abont  one  thousand 
yardB. 

At  five  minntes  past  four  p.  m.,  the.  Keokuk 
left  her  consorts  ana  advanced,  bow  on,  gallantly 
to  within  nine  hundred  ^ds  of  onr  ^tteries. 
Bhe  received  our  undivided  attention,  and  the 
efifect  of  our  fire  was  soon  apparent  The 
wrought-irun  bolts  from  a  seven-inch  Brooke 
gun  were  plainly  seen  to  nenetrate  her  turret 
and  hull,  and  she  retirea  in  fortv  minutes, 
riddled,  and  apparently  almost  disabled. 

At  twenty-five  minutes  past  five  p.  m.,  the  whole 
fleet  withdrew.  The  irouKdads  had  been  under 
our  fire  for  two  hours  and  twenty-five  minntes. 
The  Keokuk  has  sunk,  one  monitor,  was  towed 
south  on  the  morning  of  the  eightili  April, 
« instant;  several  were  apparently  injured ;  and 
the  fact  has  been  demonstrated,  that  iron-clads 
of  the  monitor  class  are  not  invulnerable. 

The  enemy's  fire  was  mostly  ricochet  and  not 
very  accurate ;  mos^  of  their  shot  passed  over 
the  fort,  and  several  to  the  right  and  left  The 
greater  portion  oT  their  shots  were  frcHn  thirteen 
to  fourteen  hundred  yards  distant,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  the  extent  of  their  effective  range ; 
some  shots  were  from  a  ereater  distance,  and 
did  not  reach  the  fort  at  aU. 

For  the  effect  of  the  fiire  of  die  enemy  upon 
the  fort,  I  would  respectfully  refer  to  tiie  report 
of  Engineer. 

One  eight-inch  colnmbiad,  old  pattern,  cham- 
bered gmi,  exploded.  This  gun  was  bein^  fired 
at  about  one  degree  elevation,  and  it  is  my 
opinion  that  its  biu^ting  was  caused  by  the  shot 
rolling  forward,  when  the.  gun  was  run  into 
batteiy.  In  firing  at  low  degrees  of  elevation 
and  at  depression,  sabot  shot  would  be  used. 

One  forty-two-pounder  rifled  gun  was  dis- 
mounted b^  recoil,  and  temporarify  disabled.  » 

One  ten-mch  columbiad  was  disabled,  by  hav- 
ing the  rear  transom  of  its  carriage  shot  away. 
Both  guns  were  again  ready  for  action  in  a  few 
hours. 

The  garrison  flag  received  a  shot  through  the 
Union.  The  regimental  flag  was  much  torn  by 
fragments  of  shell. 

The  garrison,  oonsiBting  of  seven  companies. 
First  South  Carolina  artillery,  was  disposed  of 
as  follows,  viz : 

J^'r8t--Gaptaui  D.  G.  Fleming,  with  Company 
B,  seventy-eight  men,  in  command  of  east  parar 
pet  batteiy,  assisted  by  Lieutenants  F.  D.  Bake 
and  •  Iredell  Jones ;  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Bhett, 
Companv  A,  although  on  sick  report,  was 
assigned  temporarily  to  Company  B. 

Set^bnd—^je^piain  F,  H.  Harleston,  with  Com- 
pany D,  seventy-four  men,  in  command  of  north- 
east parapet  battery,  assisted  by  Lieutenants 
McMillan,  King  and  W.  S.  Simkins. 

7%trG^— Captain  J.  C.  King,  with  Company  F, 
in  command  of  north-west  parapet  battery, 
assisted  by  Lieutenant»  A.  a.  Gilliard,  John 
Middicton,  and  W.  H.  Johnson. 

i^otir(A— Captain  J.  C.  MitcheJl,  with  Company 
I,  seventy-eight  men,  in  command  of  west  para- 
pet battery,  assisted  by  Lieatenant  J.  8.  Bee. 


J^V^ft^-Oaptahi  J.  R.  Macbeth,  with  Company 
E,  seven1y<eeven  men,  in  command  of  mortar 
battery  and  east  casemate  battery,  assisted  by 
Lieutenant  J.  J.  Alston. 

Siath — Captain  W.  H.  Feronneau,  with  Com- 
pany G,  seventy-seven  men,  in  command  of 
norUx-east  casemate  battery,  assisted .  by  lieu- 
tenant £.  8.  Ficklin. 

Seventhr-^ptam  C.  W.  Parker,  with  detach- 
ment Company  C,  fifty-five  men,  and  detachment 
Company  £,  in  command  of  north-west  casemate 
battery,  assisted  by  Lieutenants  G.  K  Haym- 
worth  and  K.  Kemper. 

^i^Al^r— Lieutenant  H.  Grimball,  with  r^i- 
mental  band,  fifteen  men,  in  command  of  second 
tier  casemate  batteiy. 

JSftfUh — ^lieutenant  darkson,  with  detachment 
of  twenly-five  men  of  Company  B,  Charleston 
battalion,  posted  in  second  tier  of  casemate  as 
sharpshooters. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Yates,  having  reported  for 
duly  on  ^e  morning  of  the  seventh  of  April, 
was  assigned  to  the  immediate  command  of  the 
parapet  batteries. 

The  casemate  batteries  were  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  Ms^or  Ormsby  Blanding. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  fpJUB  brought 
into  action :  Two  seven4nch  Brooke  guns ;  four 
ten-indi  columbiads ;  two  nine-inch  Dahlj^^ns ; 
four  eight4nch  columbiads ;  four  eight-inch  navy 
guns ;  seven  banded  and  rifled  forty-two  pound- 
ers ;  one  banded  and  rifled  thirty-two  pounder; 
thirteen smooth-borethirty-two-pounders;  seven 
ten-inch  sea-coast  mortars.    * 

The  following  were  the  officers  of  the  staff: 

Lieutenant  8.  C.  Boyleston,  Adjutant ;  Captain 
T.  M.  Barker,  Assistant  Quart^master ;  Captain 
8.  P.  Ravenel,  A.  C.  8. ;  Reverend  N.  Akuidi, 
ChapkiD ;  8ereeant-M%jor,  C.  F.  Grunshig,  and 
Quartermaster-Sergeant,  William  NicolL  lieu* 
tenant  Charles  Inglesby  was  Officer  of  the  Day. 
lieutenant  J.  G.  Heyward  was  Officer  of  the 
Guard.  Lieutenant  £.  P.  Ravenel  was  acting 
Ordnance  Officer,  assisted  by  lieutenant  James 
B.  Heyward,  lieutenant  of  Ordnance. 

The  medical  department  was  under  chai^ge  of 
Surgeon  M.  8.  Moore,  assisted  by  Assistant-Sur- 
geon Samuel  MuUer. 

Mr.  Edward  White  was  present  as  acting 
Eimneer  Officer. 

The  members  of  the  Signal  corps  were  T.  P. 
Lowndes,  Arthur  GrimbaU,  and  Joseph  W.  Sea- 
brook. 

Several  officers  of  General  Ripley's  staff  were 
present  during  the  engagement,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  General  Ripley,  tendered  their  services 
tome. 

Captain  Beniamin  Read,  A.  A.  Greneral ;  Col- 
onel Edward  Manigault  and  Colonel  St  Gair 
Dealing  were  present,  having  tendered  their 
services  also. 

Mr.  Lacoste  also  was  present,  and  re&dsred 
efficient  service. 

With  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  garrisoD, 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  draw  any  distinction. 
Officers  and  men  were  alike  animated  with  the 
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same  spirit,  and  I  caimot  speak  in  too  high 
tenns  of  their  coolness  and  gallantry  throngn- 
out  the  action.  All  acted  as  thongh  they  were 
engaged  in  practice,  and  the  minutest  particu- 
lars of  drill  end  nulitaiy  etiquette  were  pre- 
served. 

For  expenditure  of  ammunition,  I  would  re- 
flrpectfuUy  refer  to  enclosed  report  of  Ordnance 
Officer. 

For  a  list  of  casualties,  I  would  also  refer  to 
enclosed  But geon*s  report 

At  nine  oxdock  a.  m.,  April  eighth,  th^  Keo- 
kuk was  seen  to  sink  near  Moiris  Island  beach, 
'where  she  now  lies. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Alfbbd  Rhstt, 

Colonel,  coirnnandlng. 


BBIGIOIER-QEKERAL  TRAFIER'S  BEPOBT  OF  ACnOS  IS 
CHABLEarON  HABBOB,  JlPRJL  SEVENTH,  1M8. 


Hbadqd. 


SioosD  Suinnvisioir, 
AST  Dnmor,  Souitav 
IsuJSD,  April  18,  1868. 


'} 


Captain  W.  F,  Nbmce,  A.  A.  O.: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  action  of  the  seventh  in- 
stant, between  the  enemy's  fleet  of  iron-clad  war 
vessels  and  the  fort  and  batteries  on  this 
island: 

At  about  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  that  day,  it  was 
reported  to  me  that  the  movements  of  the  fleet, 
which  had  been  for  some  time  anchored  within 
the  bar,  were  suspicious,  and  that  some  of  the 
vessels  appeared  taSbe  advancing.  8o  stealthily 
did  they  approach,  however,  that  not  until  half 
past  two  o  (Stock  did  I  become  convinced  that 
the  intentions  of  the  enemy  were  serious  and 
that  the  long  threatened  attack  was  about  to 
begin.  I  immediately  renaired  to  Fort  Moultrie, 
where  I  had  previously  determined  to  make  my 
headquarters  during  the  action.  Slowly  but 
steadily  &e  iron-clMS  approached,  conung  by 
the  middle  or  ''swash"  diannel  in  single  file, 
the  Fassaic  (it  is  believed)  in  the  van,  followed 
by  the  rest  (eight  in  nmnber)  at  eqyal  distances, 
tiie  flag  ship.  New  Ironsides,  occupying  the  cen- 
tre. 

At  three  o'clock.  Colonel  William  Butler,  com- 
manding in  the  fort,  reported  to  me  that  the 
leading  ship  was  in  range.  I  ordered  him  im- 
mediately to  open  his  batteries  upon  her,  which 
was  done  promptly,  and  the  action  began.  Fear- 
ing that  the  range  was  rather  long  for  efiective 
work,  the  firing,  after  a  few  rounds,  was  sus- 
pended for  a  short  time ;  but  finding  the  enemy 
refused  close  quarters,  there  was  no  alternative 
but  to  engage  him  at  long  range  or  not  at  all. 
We  decided  upon  the  former,  and  Fort  Moultrie 
again  opened  her  batteries.  Batteries  Bee  and 
Brauregard  had  also,  by  this  time,  opened  fire, 
and  the  action  had  become  general.  It  soon  be- 
osme  obvious  that  the  enemy's  intentions  were 
to  fight  and  not  to  nm  by,  and  orders  were 
given  to  "  train  **  on  vessels  nearest  in,  and  to 
tire  bv  battery.  Volley  after  volley  was  deliv- 
ered in  this  way ;  but  although  it  was  plain  that 


our  shot  repeatedly  took  effect,  their  impact 
against  the  iron  casing  of  the  enemy  being 
distinctly  heard  and  seen,  yet  we  could  not  dis- 
cover but  that  the  foe  was  indeed  invulnerable. 

About  half  past  five  or  six  o'clock  p.  m.,  or 
after  the  action  had  lasted  about  two  hours  and 
a  half,  the  enemy,  as  slowly  as  he  had  advanced, 
withdrew  from  the  contest,  apparently  un- 
harmed, so  far  at  least  as  his  power  of  locomo- 
tion went  Subsequent  events  have  happily  re- 
vealed the  fact,  that  one  at  least  of  our  enemy's 
*'  invulnerables"  has  given  proof  that  brick  walls 
and  earthen  parapets  still  hold  the  mastery. 

The  nearest  the  enem^  ventured  at  any  time 
to  Fort  Moultrie  was  estunated  at  one  thousand 
yards,  to  Battery  Bee  sixteen  hundred  yards,  to 
Battery  Beauregard  fourteen  hundred  yards. 

Fort  Moultrie  was  garrisoned  by  a  detachment 
from  the  First  South  Garolina  regular  infantry, 
Colonel  William  Butler  commanding,  assisted 
by  Major  T.  M.  Baker,  and  consisting  of  the  fol- 
lowing companies : 

Company  A,  Captain  T.  A.  Huguenin ;  Com- 
pany £,  O&ptain  R.  Press  Smith ;  Company  F, 
Captain  B.  S.  Burnett ;  Company  G,  First  lileu- 
tenant  K  A.  Erwin  commanding ;  Company  K, 
Captain  C.  H.  Rivers. 

Battery  Bee  was  garrisoned  by  another  de- 
tachment from  the  same  regiment,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  C.  Jenkins,  and  con- 
sisted of  the  following  companies : 

Company  C,  Captain  Robert  DeTreviUe ;  Com- 

8 any  H,  Captain  Warner  Adams ;  Company  I, 
aptain  W.  Taboum. 

Colonel  L.  M.  Keitt,  Twentieth  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  by  my  consent,  took  post 
at  Battery  Bee,  and  remained  there  during  the 
action. 

battery  Beauregard  was  under  the  command 
of  Captain  J.  A.  Sitgreaves,  First  South  Carolina 
regular  artillery,  and  was  garrisoned  by  the 
foflowing  companies : 

Company  K,  First  South  Carolina  regular  artil- 
lery, First-Lieutenant  W.  £.  Erwin  commanding. 

Company  B,  First  South  Carolina  regular  in- 
&ntry,  Captain  J.  H.  Warlev  commanding. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  have  it  in  my  power 
to  report  that  not  a  single  casualty  occurred 
among  any  of  these  troops,  with  the  exception 
only  of  one  in  Fort  Moi&trie.  Early  in  the  ac- 
tion our  flaff-staff  was  shot  away,  and  in  falling 
struck  private  J.  S.  Lusby,  Company  F,  inflict- 
ing a  severe  wound,  from  which  he  died  in  a 
short  tune.  Neither  the  fort  itself,  nor  the  mate- 
rial was  in  the  least  injured.  It  is  due  to  the 
garrison  of  Fort  Moultrie  and  their  soldierly 
and  accomplished  commander.  Colonel  Butler, 
tiiat  I  should  not  close  this  report  without  bear- 
ing testimony  to  the  admirable  skill,  coolness, 
and  deliberation  with  which  thev  served  their 
guns.  They  weniL  all — ^men  as  well  as  officers — 
to  their  work  cneerfully  and  with  alacrity, 
sho^j^g  that  their  hearte  were^  in  it.  There 
was  enuiusiasm,  but  no  excitement  They  lost 
no  time  in  loading  their  guns,  but  never  fired 
hastily  or  without  aim. 
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The  reports  of  Colonel  Keitt»  lieutenantCol- 
onel  SimpkiuB,  and  Captain  Sitgreavee,  give  me 
every  reason  to  believe  the  garrisons  of  Batter- 
ies Bee  and  Beauregard  acquitted  themselves 
equally  well,  and  are  equally  entitled  to  the 
thanks  and  gratitude  of  their  commander  and 
their  country. 

Colcmel  Butler  makes  honorable  mention  of 
the  following  officers:  Captain  M.  H.  Wigg, 
A.  C.  S.^when  the  flag  staff  was  shot  away, 
promptly  mounted  a  transom  and  placed  the 
regimental  flag  in  a  conspicuous  place  upon  it 
Captain  G.  A.  Wardlaw,  A.  Q.  M.,  and  Lieuten- 
ant and  Adjutant  Mitchell  King,  and  First-Lieu- 
tenant D.  G.  Calhoun,  were  likewise  prompt  in 
placing  the  battle  and  garrison  flags  in  conspic- 
uous positions.  Lieutenant  Williams,  Ordnance 
Officer,  is  also  favorably  mentioned. 

To  Captains  William  Greene  and  B.  Gtl  Pinok- 
ney,  of  my  staff,  and  First-Lieutenant  A.  H.  Lu- 
cas, my  Aid-de-Camp,  I  am  indebted  for  valuable 
assistance,  and  my  thanks  are  also  due  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel 0.  M.  Dantader  and  Doctor  G.  W. 
Wescott,  volunteer  Aids  for  the  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  state- 
ment in  tabular  form,  showing  the  expenditure 
of  ammunition  by  Fort  Moufirie  and  the  bat- 
teries during  the  action. 

All  of  wmch  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  H.  Trapzeb. 

BrSgmdier'Genonl,  oommandiag. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PART  TAKEN  BT  FORT  HOULTRIE  tS 
THE  ACnOK  OF  THE  SEVENTH  OF  APRIL. 

HKADQc^uEzm,  Fort  Mouuiub,  S.  0.,1 

April  IS,  1863.        J 

First  Lieutenant  W.  K  Hone,  Adfjutanl  of  Forces 

on  SvUivan^s  Island : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing statement  of  the  part  taken  by  this  fort  in 
the  action  with  the  iron-clad  fleet  of  the  aboli- 
tionists on  the  seveRth  of  this  month : 

On  the  fifth,  the  attacking  fleet,  consisting  of 
eight  turreted  gunboats  and  the  steam-frigate 
Ironsides,  crossed  the  bar  and  took  a  position 
about  three  miles  and  a  half  or  four  miles  from 
this  fort  On  the  seventh  it  advanced  in  tiie 
direction  of  the  harbor,  one  of  the  turreted 
boats  some  distance  in  advance.  As  sooi)  as 
the  leading  boat  came  within  range,  I  reported 
the  fact  to  the  Brigadier-General  commanding, 
and  received  orders  from  him  to  commence  the 
action.  Thinking  it  was  the  object  of  Ihe  ene- 
my to  run  by  Fort  Sumter,  I  permitted  the 
firing  to  be  rapid  at  the  commencement,  using 
every  precaution,  however,  to  encourage  delib- 
eration in  aiming.  The  boats  engaged  were  at 
all  times,  during  the  action,  within  range  of  the 
guns  of  this  fort.  About  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  after  the  first  gun  was  fired,  the  frigate 
Ironsides  steamed  up  to  within  sixteen  hun^'ed 
yards  and  took  a  position  apparently  with  a 
view  of  taking  a  prominent  part  in  the  action. 
All  the  gims  that  could  be  brought  td*  bear 
were  trailed  upon  her  and  fired,  and  she  in  a 
fpw  minnt^s  afterwards  moved  out  of  range. 


The  fire  was  generally  directed  upon  the  boat 
in  advance,  and  I  think  with  some  effects  Shots 
were  seen  to  strike  frequently,  many  of  them 
breaking  to  pieces.  The  guns  engaged  were 
maimed  by  Companies  A,  £,  F,  and.  G,  First 
South  Carolina  infantry,  conmianded  respectively 
by  Captains  T.  A.  Huguenin  and  R.  Press  Smith, 
f^t  Lieutenant  Erwin,  and  Captain  B.  S.  Bur- 
nett ;  the  mortars  by  Companies  F  and  K,  Cap- 
tain C.  H.  Rivers,  were  &red  with  creditable 
accuracy.  Officers  and  men  performed  their 
duti^  with  spirit  and  celeri^.  During  the 
action  the  flag-staff  was  cut  down  by  a  shot 
from  the  enemy,  wliich,  in  falling,  struck  private 
Lusby,  Company  F,  First  South  Carolina  infan- 
try, causing  his  death  in  a  few  minutes.  This 
was  the  oiuy  casualty  of  any  importance.  One 
gunner,  private  Harrison,  Company  G,  lost  a 
nnger  by  some  inadvertence  in  running  a  gun 
into  battery,  but  retifhied  to  his  post  after  get- 
ting his  wound  dressed.  When  the  flag  was 
struck  down,  Captain  W.  H.  Wigg,  A.  C  S., 
promptly  placed  the  regimental  flag  in  a  con- 

Eicuous  place  upon  a  traverse.  Captain  W. 
Wardlaw,  A.  Q.  M.,  and  Lieutenant  and  Ad- 
jutant Mitchell  King  and  First  Lieutenant  0.  G. 
Calhoun  were  likewise  prompt  in  placing  the 
battle  and  garrison  flags  in  conspicuous  posi- 
tions. Major  T.  M.  Baker,  First  South  Carolina 
infantry,  was  wherever  his  services  would  be 
mo  st  useful.  The  Ordnance  Officer,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant Thomas  Williams,  was  at  his  poet  at  the 
magazine.  Much  credit  is  due  to  mm  for  the 
good  condition  of  the  gun  carriages  and  the 
ordnance  stores.  I  have  already  submitted  a 
report  of  the  amount  of  ammtmition  expended. 
The  guns  engaged  consisted  of  nine  eij^t-mch 
columbiads,  five  thirty-two-pounder  rifled  and 
banded  guns,  five  smooth-bore  thirty-two  pound- 
ers, and  two  ton-inch  mortars. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

William  Butlbb, 

Colonel  First  South  CoroUna  Inftatr7,oaiiiiDaiidiBC. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  KEFTT  OF  THE  PABHTAKS?  BT  THE 
BATIERIES  OF  SUUJVAN'S  ISLAND  IN  THE  ACTION  UF 
THE  SEVENTH  OF  APRIL 

HEADQDABnU,  8UUJTl]r*B  ISUXD,  1 

AprU  18,  IWL    i 

Ccmtain  Green,  A,  A.  O. : 

Captain  :  I  had  the  honor  this  morning  to  send 
to  you  the  reports  of  the  commandants  of  the 
various  batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island  engaged  in 
the  action  of  the  seventh  instant  with  the  ene- 
my's iron-clad  fleet.  The  action  was  commenced 
at  three  o'clock  by  Fort  Moultrie,  and  in  a  short 
time  thereafter  was  general  throughout  all  the 
batteries.  Immediately  after  the  opening  of  the 
engagement,  I  left  Fori  Moultrie  Avhere  Briga- 
dier-General Trapier  had  stationed  nis  h^Miouar- 
tors  and  was  overlooking  the  conflict)  and  re^ 
paired  to  Battery  Bee. 

At  this  battery  I  found  the  garrison  alert  and 
ready  to  direct  their  fire  against  the  invadine 
fleet.    Their  guns  were  pronqptfy  trained^  ana 
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fired  with  rapidity  and  great  precision.  I  saw, 
very  distincuy,  a  large  number  of  ten-inch  shot 
from  this  battery  strike  the  Keokuk,  and  also 
two  of  the  monitor  vessels,  which  alten^ately 
advanced  to  the  front.  They  struck  turrets, 
decks,  and  hull.  The  injury  inflicted  could  not 
be  accurately  estimated,  but  I  believe  that  it 
was  severe.  The  o£5cers  of  the  garrison  were 
cool,  vigilant,  and  energetic,  and  tne  men  were 
prompt,  active,  and  thoroughly  familiar  with 
their  duties.  LieutenantOolonel  Simkins  over- 
looked the  management  of  the  battery,  ^d  I 
testify  to  his  vigimnce,  skill  and  the  energetic 
discliarge  of  his  duties.  The  firing  I  thought  a 
tittle  too  rapid,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  the 
end  it  subserved  a  good  purpose.  The  storm  of 
shot  and  bolts  which  fell  around  the  enemy  con- 
fused, if  it  did  not  appal  him. 

The  Beauregard  battery  directed  its  fire  with 
great  precision  a^inst  the  Ironsides  and  the 
two  monitors  which  were  nearest  to  it  The 
shot  of  this  battery  struck  those  vessels  repeat- 
edly. The  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the 
highest  coolness  and  gallantry. 

Fort  Moultrie  was  under  General  Trapier'S 
own  eye,  and  he  can  best  tell  how  wortiiily  she 
vindicated  her  historical  reputation. 

The  companies  of  the  Twentieth  r^ment 
South  Carohna  volunteers,  which  were  upon  the 
island,  were  drawn  up  to  protect  the  upper  bat- 
teries and  to  repel  a  land  attack,  if  such  were 
attempted.  They  were  eager  to  join  their 
brethren  in  arms  m  the  conflict,  but  the  prudent 
abstinence  of  the  foe  from  an  attempt  to  land 
prevented  them.  They  were  under  command  of 
Captain  P.  A.  McMichael,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dantzler  having  been  invited  by  (General  Tra- 
pier  to  act  as  his  special  aid  on  the  occasion ; 
and,  had  a  land  attack  been  made,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Dantzler  could  easily  have  reached  the 
portion  of  his  regiment  drawn  up  on  the  island, 
and  have  taken  conmumd  of  it,  which  he  in- 
tended to  do.  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Captain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Lawbencb  M.  Keitt, 

Oolonel,  oommandlag  Post. 
Official: 

Wnxux  F.  Nakgb, 

AntetaDt  A4)atant-G«nenL 

CIBCULAB. 

HsAooriXBoa  Fnvr  Mjutabt  Dmitior  8.  C,  Oa.,  a^td Fu., \ 

GBLA]iijaR»r«  Deoember  2aUi ,  1869.     f 

In  case  the  proposed  attack  upon  this  harbor 
is  known  beforehand,  special  directions  will  be 
given  for  the  service  or  the  different  batteries. 
As,  however,  it  may  happen  that  a  surprise  may 
be  attempted,  or  that  the  intervening  time  be- 
tween the  knowledge  of  the  intention  and  the 
event  may  be  too  snort,  the  instructions  here- 
inafter contained  will  bo  carefullv  attended  to. 

Each  commanding  officer  of  a  fort  or  battery, 
will  give  his  attention  immediately  to  the 
strengthening  of  bis  carriages,  and  the  com- 
plete preparation  of  his  materisl   Besides  mak- 


ing the  proper  requisitions  on  the  staff  depart- 
ments, let  him  endeavor  to  do  as  much  as  possible 
from  his  own  resources.  While  staff  depc^tments 
are,  to  a  great  extent,  crippled,  for  want  of  mar 
terial  and  workmen,  much  can  be  accomplished 
by  ready  expedients  without  their  aid.  Every 
carriage  must  be  kept  carefully  screwed  up,  and 
if  any  are  defective,  made  at  least  temporarily 
efficient  All  the  elevating  screws,  eccentric 
wheels,  and  traversing  gear  must  be  put  in 
order,  and  kept  so,  and  especial  care  must  be 
taken  to  see  that  a  full  supply  of  small  imple- 
ments is  constantly  on  hana. 

Anununition  should  be  examined,  and  imme- 
diately apportioned  to  the  several  guns,  ref- 
erence bem^  had  to  the  orders  heretotore  ^iven 
on  that  subiect ;  but  where  the  quantity  is  not 
sufficient,  the  greater  portion  should  be  given 
to  the  heavier  guns,  as  on  them  principally  the 
success  of  Ihe  defence  must  depend. 

Officers  and  men  of  each  command  must  be 
kept  on  the  alert,  and  instructed  to  go  to  bat- 
tery, at  once,  upon  an  alarm ;  and  especial  care 
must  be  taken  that  each  battery  is  in  readiness 
for  instant  action  as  the  men  arrive  at  their 
guns. 

It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  most  of  these 
things  are  nabitually  attended  to,  but  as  constant 
vigifimce  is  our  only  security,  they  cannot  be 
too  forcibly  insisted  upon. 

Upon  observing  a  disposition  to  attack  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy,  the  nearest  fort  or  battery 
will  ^ve  the  alarm.  By  day  a  shotted  gun,  and 
dipping  the  flag,  will  communicate  the  danger 
to  tne  other  fortifications  and  headquarters.  AW 
commands  will  go  at  once  to  battery,  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  alarm  communicated  to 
headquarters  by  telegraph  or  signal.  By  night, 
a  shotted  gun  and  a  rocket  will  give  the  intelli- 
gence. 

In  whatever  way  the  attack  is  made  by  the 
enemy,  he  is  to  be  engaged  as  soon  as  possible 
to  do  so  effectually,  with  a  few  long  range  guns 
from  every  fort  that  will  bear.  The  number  of 
these  guns  must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
oommanding  officers,  who  must  see  that  the  fire 
is  as  accurate  as  possible.  They  must  not  en- 
gage too  great  a  number,  and  be  careful  not  un- 
duly to  excite  their  men,  or  strain  their  guns  and 
carriages.  While  the  long  range  fire  is  valuable, 
if  accurate,  to  annoy  the  enemy,  and  force  him 
to  develop  his  attack,  it  is  not  to  be  depended 
on  for  more.  Other  tilings  being  equal,  it  will 
be  well  that  the  guns  to  leeward  are  first  en- 
gaeed.  The  remaining  guns  of  the  batteries 
wiU  be  trained  by  battery  on  different  points 
where  the  enemy  must  pass,  care  being  taken 
to  have  Hie  fire^f  each  battery  concentrated. 
As  ti^e  enemy  approaches,  let  the  distance  he 
will  be  in  passing  be  accurately  estimated  by 
the  distance  buoys,  and  the  elevation  made  to 
correspond,  making  it  too  little  rather  than  too 
great  lor  direct  fire.  If  the  vessels  are  passing 
rapidly,  the  guns  should  be  discharged  by  bat- 
tery, just  OS  liie  prows  of  the  vessels  como 
across  the  line  of  sight 
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In  the  case  of  wooden  yesBels,  the  object  will 
be  to  hit  them  near  the  water-line,  juBt  abaft  the 
smoke-Btack.  In  the  case  of  iron-clad  veeselB, 
to  hit  the  deck  or  the  turrets  at  the  intersection 
with  the  deck,  and  e^ecially  to  let  all  the  shots 
strike  at  once. 

The  first  fire  will  be  concentrated  upon  the 
leading  vessels,  and  wiU  be  continued  upon 
them  as  long  as  theeuns  by  battery  will  bear 
weU,  and  especially  if  they  become  entangled  in 
obstructions,  even  if  certain  vessels  engage  to 
draw  ofif  the  attention  of  the  outermost  batter- 
ies and  remain  behind. 

Should  some  of  the  vessels  succeed  in  pass- 
ing, the  action  must  then  pass  into  the  hands  of 
commanding  officers  of  batteries.  They  will 
pour  in  their  fire  as  far  as  nracticable,  by  bat- 
tery, and  as  fast  as  it  can  be  done  with  accuracy 
on  whatever  vessels  of  the  enemy  may  be  near- 
est them. 

The  guns  of  Beauregard  batteiy,  Fort  Moul- 
trie, Battery  Bee,  and  me  eastern,  north-eastern, 
and  north-western  faces  of  Fort  Sumter  will  be 
used  to  form  the  first  circle  of  fire  to  which  the 
enemy  must  be  subjected ;  the  centre  being  a 
little  to  the  eastward  of  a  line  between  the  forts 
and  midway.  Every  e£fort  must  be  made  to 
crush  his  vessels  and  repel  his  attack  within 
this  circle,  and  especially  while  he  is  entangled 
in  the  obstructions. 

All  the  mortars  of  Fort  Sumter  and  Fort 
Moultrie  will  be  trained  on  the  centre  above 
indicated.  The  fuzes  will  be  of  the  full  length, 
and  the  shells  have  larse  bursting  charges ;  it 
being  better  to  have  the  fuzes  fail  than  the 
shells  to  burst  in  the  air,  and  the  full  effect  of 
the  explosions  being  desirable  if  successfuL 
The  mortar  batteries  will  be  fired  by  batteiy 
when  the  enemy's  vessels  are  about  two  ship  s 
lengths  from  the  point  on  which  they  are 
trained. 

If  the  fleet  is  large,  the  mortars  will  be  kept 
trained  on  the  same  point,  and  fired  by  battery 
as  rapidly  as  possible  while  the  fleet  is  passing. 
If  snuJl,  and  a  portion  has  passed  the  first  cir- 
cle of  fire,  the  mortars  of  Fort  Sumter  will  be 
trained  to  operate  on  the  second  cirde,  the  cen- 
tre of  which  will  be  at  a  point  about  midway 
between  Forts  Sumter  ana  Ripley,  and  to  the 
southward  of  the  middle  ground  shoal.  It  wiU 
be  formed  by  the  heavy  guns  of  Fort  Johnson, 
Fort  Ripley,  Oastie  Pincfcuey,  Battery  Bee,  and 
the  north-western  and  western  faces  of  Fort 
Sumter. 

The  guns  of  Forts  Johnson  and  Ripley  and 
Castle  finckney  will  open  on  the  leaaing  ves- 
sels as  they  come  within  easy  range,  care  being 
taken  that  every  shot  finds  its  mark.  Those  of 
Fort  Sumter  ana  Battery  Bee  wiU  continue  upon 
the  leading  vessels  as  long  as  they  are  close, 
but  if  they  elongate  their  distance,  the  fire 
will  be  concentrated  on  the  vessels  nearest 
them. 

ai«^ni<4  ,my  vessel  succeed  in  passing  the  seo- 

'  fire,  the  third  will  be  formed  and 

n  by  the  guns  of  White  Point  bat- 


tery and  Batteiy  Obver»  with  sack  ^^nB  of 
Forts  Johnson  and  Ripley  and  Castle  Pinckney 
as  wiU  bear.  Concentration  on  the  leading  ves- 
sels wUl  be  the  object  as  before. 

During  the  action,  care  will  be  taken,  as  Ui 
as  possible,  to  prevent  the  chances  of  shot  from 
the  batteries  taking  the  direction  of  oar  o\m 
works.  The  best  way  of  doing  this  will  be  to 
let  none  miss  the  enemy,  and  when  he  is  be- 
tween the  works  most  especial  accuracy  will  be 
striven  for. 

The  vessels  of  the  Confederate  navy  will  en- 
gage'during  the  action,  and  they  may  often  pass 
our  batteries.  In  this  case,  officers  and  guniieni 
cannot  be  too  careful  to  avoid  hitting  them. 
The  fire  by  battery,  as  a  general  thing,  will  be 
discontinued  at  those  vessels  of  the  enemy 
which  our  ships  engage  closelv ;  but  if  occasion 
offers,  endeavors  will  be  made  to  hit  the  ports 
of  the  revolving  turrets  on  the  enemy's  vessels 
when  turned  from  our  ships,  to  disanrange  and 
throw  out  of  gear  the  machinery  for  closing  the 
ports. 

Accurate  fire  by  single  guns  will  be  concen- 
trated on  the  enemy's  vessels,  if  two  or  mure 
attack  one  of  ours ;  and  should  the  distance  ad* 
mit,  then  it  will  be  advisable  to  pour  upon  one 
of  them  a  heavy  fire  bv  battery. 

The  plunging  fire  n-om  Fort  Sumter  is  ex- 
pected to  he  particularly  effective,  and  when 
single  rifled  guns  are  fired  from  the  barbettes 
of  that  fort,  it  will  be  well  to  hit  the  grated 
roofs  of  the  turrets  with  square-headed  bolts, 
followed  by  shells  filled  with  molten  iron. 

The  square-headed  bolts  for  the  ten-inch  col- 
umbiads  and  the  heavier  guns  will  be  fired  by 
battery  when  the  enemy  is  within  close  ranee. 
SoUd  shot  and  bolts  will  be  used  generi^y 
against  iron-clods  during  the  action. 

The  furnaces  for  melting  iron  and  heating 
shot  will  be  kept  in  heat,  and  heated  projectiles 
will  be  used  whenever  occasion  offers  advan- 
tage. 

Should  it  happen  tiiat  anv  of  the  enemy's 
vessels  become  disabled  and  endeavor  to  get 
out  of  fire,  the  outermost  batteries  must  pay 
particular  attention  to  prevent  them,  and  in  ease 
other  of  the  enemy's  snips  come  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  disabled,  let  every  gun  and  mortar 
which  will  bear  be  turned  upon  them  by  bat- 
tery. 

The  great  object  of  the  enemy  will  probably 
be  to  run  by,  and  every  effort  must  be  made  tu 
crush  him  in  each  successive  circle  of  fire 
which  ho  encounters. 

Hog  Island  channel  will  be  obstructed,  and 
the  obstructions  must  be  guarded  by  the  loag 
range  guns  of  Fort  Bumter  and  the  columbiad 
of  Battery  Bee  nearest  it 

It  is  doubtful  whether  the  enemy  will  attempt 
to  pass  by  Folly  channel.  If  he  does,  a  circle 
of  fire  will  be  formed  by  the  guns  of  Fort 
Ripley,  Castle  Pinckney,  and  White  Point  lot- 
tery. 

The  position  of  torpedoes  will  be  coomiuni- 
cated  to  commanding  officers,  and  the  effort 
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made  to  drive  the  enemy's  yessels  npon  them 
if  he  is  takiBg  other  eourses. 

The  obstructions  will  also  be  designated,  and 
under  no  circumstances  will  the  enemy  be  per- 
mitted to  reconnoitre  them. 

Hie  headquarters  of  the  undersigned  will  be 
at  Fort  8amter,  and  directions  be  sent  by  tele- 
graph and  signal  to  the  different  posts,  should 
anytfaing  reauire  special  ^ections. 

Batteries  Marshall  and  "Wagner  will  be  worked 
to  the  extent  of  Iheir  capacity  for  injuring  the 
enemy/ by  their  commanding  officers,  without 
nndurjr  exposing  their  commands. 

The  directions  given  above,  relate  generally 
to  the  defeat  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy's  fleet 
alone.  Should  a  combined  attack  be  made  by 
land  and  water,  other  orders  can  be  issued,  as 
nothing  of  that  kind  can  be  done  by  surprise. 

The  present  circular  wUl  be  studied  and  re- 
flected npon  by  all  ofiBcers  who  will  be  engaged 
in  this  honorable  duty  o(  the  coming  defence. 
With  careful  attention,  coolness,  and  skilful 
^nnery,  success  is  far  more  than  probable. 

R.  8.   RiPLET, 
Brigidief^Oeaenl,  oonunuidlng. 

Official: 

Wx.  F.  Namcb, 

A.  K  General. 

BEPORTS  OF  THE  ULITARr  ENGINEESd  OF  THM  KWGAGE- 
IfEMT  OF  THE  ENEKT'B  IBON^CLAD  FLEST  WITH  THE 
FDBIB  AND  BATTERXES  COMMANDING  THE  OUTER  HAR- 
BOR OF  CHARLESTON  ON  THE  SEVENTH  OF  APRII^  1863. 

Omoi  or  Cmv  Evqcoebb,  ) 

CtUBLBiosr,  Bouts  Cakounji,  V 

April  28, 1868L     j 

Brigadier-Generd  Thoinas  Jordan,   Chief  of 

Geneiul:  In  compUauce  with  instructioiis, 
Major  Echols  has  made  a  report  in  detail  of  the 
engagement  on  the  seventh  instant,  of  the 
enemy's  iron-cbd  fleet  with  the  forts  and  bat- 
teries commanding  the  outer  harbor  of  this 
city,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  here- 
with. 

This  report  is  based  upon  information  derived 
firom  the  commanding  oflScers  of  the  forts  and 
batteries  engaged  in  the  fight,  and  upon  an 
examination  in  companv  with  myself  of  those 
works  on  the  eighth  and  ninth  instant 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  directed  chiefly 
against  Fort  Sumter,  at  a  distance  of  from  nine 
to  fifteen  hundred  yards.  The  injuries  to  the 
fort,  of  which  the  tables  and  drawings  accom- 
panying Major  Echols*  report  give  an  accurate 
description,  were  not  of  a  character  to  impair 
its  efficiency.  The  crushing  eflFect  of  the  enemy's 
heavy  missiles  was  less  than  I  had  anticipated. 
The  chief  damage  was  probably  caused  by  the 
explosion  of  shells  against  and  in  the  walls  of 
the  fort. 

The  manner  in  which  the  fort  withstood  the 
bombardment  is  a  matter  of  congratulation,  and 
encourages  us  to  believe  that  the  repairs  that 
have  been  made,  and  the  measures  now  in  pro- 
gress to  strengthen  and  protect  its  walls,  will 
enable  the  fort  to  wiUistand  a  much  more  for- 
midable bombardment  with  like  good  results. 
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Of  the  other  works  engaged,  none  of  which 
attracted  much  of  the  enemv's  attention,  only 
one— Fort  Moultrie — ^received  any  damage,  and 
that  was  very  trivial. 

Fort  Moultrie,  Battery  Wagner,  and  Cummins^ 
Point  battery  fired  upon  the  fleet  at  a  distance  of 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  yards ;  Batteries 
Bee  and  Beauregard  at  a  distance  of  from  sixteen* 
hundred  to  two  thousand  yards — too  far,  in  the 
case  of  tiie  latter-named  batteries,  for  useful 
efifect  aeainst  iron-clads. 

Our  batteries  were  admirablv  served  by  our 
skilled  artillerists.  Much  of  the  rapidity  and 
accuracy  with  which  our  heavy  guns  were  fired 
was  due  to  the  use  of  Ck)loneI  Yates'  traverser, 
wiUi  the  merits  of  which  the  General  command- 
ing has  been  fully  impressed. 

Our  batteries  discnarged  about  twenty-two 
hundred  ^ot  of  all  sorts;  the  enemy's  fleet 
about  one  hundred  and  ten,  chiefly  fifteen-inch 
shell  and  eleven-inch  solid  shot— not  less  than 
eighty  of  which  were  directed  at  Fort  Sumter. 

The  sinking  of  the  Keokuk,  and  the  discom- 
fiture of  other  iron-clads,  has  established  their 
vulnerability  to  our  heavy  projectiles  at  a  range, 
say,  of  from  nine  to  twelve  hundred  yards. 

It  appeared  on  an  examination  of  the  wreck  of 
the  Keokuk,  on  the  sixteenth  instant,  by  Lieuten- 
ant Boyleston,  confirmed  in  the  main  by  my  own 
observations  on  the  nineteenth  instant,  that  her 
turrets  witiiin  four  and  a  half  feet  of  their  tops, 
luad  been  pierced  by  four  ten-inch  shot  and  one 
seven-inch  rifle  shot,anda  wrouffht  iron  Brooke 
bolt  had  pentrated  seyen-eighUis  of  its  length 
and  stuck  m  the  plating.  Several  severe  inden- 
tations were  also  observed,  near  which  the 
plates  were  warped  and  the  bolts  broken  ur 
started.  The  top  of  the  smoke-stack  (of  sheet 
iron)  was  very  much  torn,  and  the  bottom  of  it 
(of  similar  structure  to  the  turrets)  pierced  by 
a  ten-inch  shot  The  vessel  havmg  snnk  i^ 
thirteen  feet  of  water,  prevented  an  examination 
of  tiie  lower  portions  of  her  turrets,  or  of  her 
hull,  which,  no  doubt,  were  served  in  like  man- 
ner. From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  ten- 
inch  shot  are  just  as  effective  at  the  distance, 
say.  of  nine  hundred  yards  as  the  seven-inch 
Brooke  bolts  against  such  structures  as  the  tur- 
rets of  the  Keokuk. 

The  result  of  this  engagement  is  highly  grat- 
ifying, and  increases  our  confidence  in  our 
ability,  witli  good  batteries  of  suitable  guns,  to 
contend  successfully  with  vessels  of  the  moni- 
tor class.  The  enemy's  evident  and  just  dread 
of  torpedoes,  as  evinced  in  his  preparation  for 
^eir  explosion,  by  the  "  Devil,"  or  torpedo- 
searcher,  should  induce  us  to  multiply  our  de- 
fences of  that  character  in  whatsoever  manner 
they  can  be  made  available. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Tours,  very  respectfuUv, 

D.  B.  Haxbis, 
Mivor  asd  Chl«f  of  Qai^een. 

Official: 

0.  Tbokas  Cox. 

Lieateoaat  fiDglnMriL 
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OonmnDun  Bcaib  E^fcmnnft*!  Omat,  \ 
QuxLoacaSf  8.  C. ,  i^prU  9, 186S.     j 

Mqjar  D.  B.  Harris,  Chirf  Engineer  Deparir 
ment: 

Major  :  I  havo  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  enffagement  between  Fort 
Sumter  and  the  enemy  s  iron-clad  fleet  on  the 
Beventh  of  April,  1863,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m., 
lasting  two  hours  and  twenty-flve  minutes : 

The  incidents  which  transpired  during  the 
engagement  are  based  upon  information  received 
from  the  oificers  in  charge  of  the  works,  but 
more  particularly  from  the  observations  of  Col- 
onel Khett,  commanding  Fort  Sumter,  and  Lieu- 
tenant S.  C.  Boyleston,  Adjutant  First  regiment 
South  Carotiiia  artillery,  who  made  special  ob- 
servations during  the  whole  action ;  the  remain- 
der from  personal  inspection  afterward. 

Forts  Sumter,  Moultrie,  Batteries  Bee,  Beaure- 
gard, Cummins'  Point,  and  Wagner,  were  en- 
gaged. The  fleet  consisted  of  the  Ironsides, 
supposed  armament  sixteen  ^uns ;  the  Keokuk, 
two  stationary  turrets,  carrymg  one  g^un  each, 
and  seven  single  revolving  tnirreted  vessels,  car- 
rying (supposed)  two  guns  in  each,  presumed 
to  be  the  Montauk,  Passaic,  Weehawken,  Pa- 
tapsco,  Nahant,  Catskill,  and  Nantucket,  wldch 
took  position  from  nine  hundred  to  fifteen  hun- 
dred yards  from  Fort  Sumter. 

They  steamed  up  main  ship  channel  towt^d 
Fort  Moultrie,  in  line  of  battle,  as  follows :  Four 
single  turrets,  Ironsides,  tbr^e  single  turrets,  and 
Keokuk,  following  one  after  the  other  at  inter- 
vals of  about  three  hundred  yards — ^the  fore- 
most one  moving  slowly,  and  carrying  on  her 
prow  the  "Devu,"  or  torpedo-searcher,  a  de- 
scription of  which  will  be  sent  you.  When 
within  twenty-two  hundred  yards.  Fort  Moul- 
trie fired  the  first  gun  upon  her,  near  buoy 
number  tjiree,  then  distant  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred yards  from  Sumter,  which  had  previously 
trained  her  battery  of  barbette  guns  upon  the 
buoy,  and  opened  fire  by  battery  when  she 
reached  that  position,  at  three  minutes  past 
three  o'clock. 

The  first  turret  opened  fire  at  five  minutes 
past  three,  and  moved  backward,  thus  develop- 
ing their  manoeuvre  of  attack.  At  this  moment 
the  engagement  became  general  The  second 
turret  passed  the  first,  fired,  moved  backward ; 
the  first  moved  forward,  passed  the  second, 
fired,  and  backed,  then  retired  from  action ;  the 
other  turrets  monoeuvring  in  the  same  relative 
manner,  each  time  nearing  or  receding  a  littie 
from  the  fort  in  order  not  to  present  a  perma- 
nent taiget. 

The  Ironsides,  when  at  seventeen  hundred 
yards  from  Moultrie,  and  two  thousand  from 
Sumter,  stopped,  discharged  a  battery  at  tiie 
former,  when  Sumter  concentrated  a  heavy 
fire  upon  her ;  numbers  of  shot  were  seen  to 
strike  her,  and  several  to  penetrate;  three, 
at  least,  in  her  wooden  stem.  Deeming  two 
thousand  yards  too  close  quarters,  she  retired 
out  of  range,  supposed  injured,  in  favor  of 
less  pronunent  and  more  formidable  imps,  after 


an  engagement  of  forty«five  minutes.  The  Keo- 
kuk, at  five  minutes  past  four,  defiontlj  turning 
her  prow  directiy  toward  Bumter,  finng  from 
her  forward  turret  gun,  the  batteries  of  «imter, 
Moultrie,  Bee,  and  Cummins'  Point,  were  con- 
centrated upon  her,  her  turrets  reoeiving  num- 
bers of  well-directed  shots,  several  apparentiy 
penetrating,  showed  evidence  of  considerable 
damage.  When  within  nine  hundred  yards  she 
was  struck,  supposed  by  a  wrought  iroa  bolt 
(one  hundred  and  seventeen  pounds)  from  a 
seven-inch  Brooke  rifle  en  barbette,  near  her 
bow,  penetrating,  and  ripping  up  a  plating 
about  six  feet  long,  and  two  and  a  half  wide, 
which  ended  her  career ;  she  stopped,  seemed 
disabled  for  a  few  minutes,  then  turned  to  the 
channel  and  proceeded  toward  the  bar  at  forty- 
five  minutes  past  four.  She  sank  off  the  south 
end  of  Morris  Island,  at  half  past  eight  o'clock, 
the  following  morning;  her  smoke-stack  and 
turrets  are  now  visible  at  low  water.  From  her 
wreck  floated  ashore  a  book,  a  spy-glass,  and 
pieces  of  furniture  bespattered  with  blood,  and 
small  fragments  of  iron  sticking  in  them. 

The  firing  of  the  turrets  was  timed — ^they  dis- 
charged generally  at  intervals  of  ten  minutes ; 
the  engagement  lasted  two  hours  and  twenty- 
five  minutes.  Allowing  six  of  them  c(Histantiy 
engi^ed,  they  delivered  eighty-seven  shots; 
one  fired  twice,  and  retired ;  the  Keokuk  fired 
three  or  four  times,  and  the  Ironsides  about 
seventeen — making  the  total  number  fired  by 
the  enemy  about  one  hundred  and  ten,  which 
were  principaQy  directed  at  Sumter.  Her  walls 
show  the  effect  of  fifty-five  missiles— shot,  shell, 
and  fragments ;  the  carriage  of  a  ten-inch  co- 
iumbiad  on  the  western  face  was  completely  de- 
molished by  a  shot  coming  over  the  parapet ; 
a  forty-two-pounder  rifle  on  the  north-east  &oe, 
dismounted  by  breaking  a  travese  wheel — both 
soon  remoimted  in  position;  four  small  hoks 
knocked  in  the  roof  of  the  eastern  quarters  by 
grazing  shots;  an  eight-inch  columbiad  burst 
on  the  eastern  face,  throwing  the  diase  and 
half  the  reinforce  over  the  parapet,  the  other 
half  over  the  quarters  in  the  paraae,  demolished 
the  carriage,  but  did  no  other  damage ;  nearly 
all  the  window  nanes  and  some  of  the  sadies 
in  the  fort  were  oroken  by  concussion. 

The  accompanying  table  of  effects  of  shot, 
and  sketches  of  the  elevations  of  the  faces, 
show  the  points  of  impact,  the  kind  of  projec- 
tile used,  so  far  as  could  be  ascertained  by  in- 
spection, and  found  ;  they  were  principally  fif- 
teen-ii\,ch  shell  and  eleven-inch  shot  The  na- 
ture of  the  material  against  which  they  were 
projected,  crumbling  generally  without  retails 
ing  an  impression,  precludes  any  positive  infor- 
mation as  to  their  exact  kind  or  calibre— -only  a 
few  were  evident ;  to  the  best  of  my  judgment . 
according  to  the  effect,  eight  fifteen4nch  BheL< 
struck  the  faces — ^two  of  these  penetrated  Ui*. 
wall  of  the  eastern  &ce,  just  bdow  the  embn- 
sures  in  the  second  tier,  next  to  the  east  pan- 
com)e,  not  seriously  damaging  the  masonry ;  oste 
e:q)ioding  in  the  casemate  set  fire  to  some  bed- 
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ding,  tho  other  passed  throngh  a  window  and 
burst  in  the  centre  of  the  fort  Several  explod- 
ed in  contact  with  the  wall,  by  which  the  prin- 
cipal craters  appear  to  have  been  formed ;  one 
passed  over  the  parapet  into  the  quarters  on 
the  western  side,  exploded,  damaging  several 
walls;  five  eleven-inch  shot  strucK  me  faces, 
one  penetrating  near  one  of  the  same  em- 
brastires  pierced  by  the  fifteen-inch  shell,  broke 
through  and  entered  the  interior  wall  of  the 
quarters ;  only  one  impression  represented  any 
appearance  of  a  rifle  projectile.  One  fifteen- 
inch  solid  shot,  one  fifteen  inch  hollow  shot, 
several  fifteen-inch  shells  and  eleven-inch  ^ot 
were  found  in  and  around  ^e  fort ;  fragments 
of  fifteen-inch  shells  were  picked  up  on  the 
outside ;  the  berme  being  very  narrow  and 
sloping  prevented  any  means  of  ascertaining 
by  the  bodies  themselves,  their  kind — all  being 
precipitated  into  the  water,  after  striking.  It 
is  reported,  also,  that  several  shrapnel  were 
fired  over  the  barbette  guns  of  Sumter.  Some 
of  the  shells  which  exploded  in  contact  with  the 
wall  may  probably  have  been  percussion  rifle 
shells,  as  some  of  the  turrets  are  Imown  to  carrv 
oight-inch  rifles,  but  no  fragments  were  found, 
nor  do  any  of  the  ofBcers  report  indications  of 
rifle  projectiles  by  sound  or  otherwise,  with  but 
one  exception;  the  commanding  officer  of  Battery 
Wagner  reports  one  by  sound  to  have  passed 
over,  fired  by  the  Ironsides.  Nine  shots  were 
flred  at  Moultrie  at  distances :  of  turrets,  thir- 
teen hmidred  yards;  of  Ironsides,  seventeen 
hundred  yards;  an  eleven-inch  shot  struck 
down  the  flag-sta£f  at  thirty-seven  minutes  past 
three — passed  through  the  roof  of  the  quarters, 
penetrated  the  wall  of  the  ordnance  storehouse, 
about  two  feet  thick,  and  dropped  in  the  room ; 
another  struck  the  glacis  and  ricochetted  over 
the  fort ;  a  third,  a  fifteen-inch  shell,  burst  at 
the  water's  edge,  a  fragment  of  which  was  found ; 
the  others  passed  over.  Five  shots  were  fired 
at  Battery  B  without  effiect,  at  a  distance  of 
about  two  thousand  yards— one  fell  behind  the 
breakwater,  another  passed  along  the  front  of 
the  battery  and  burst ;  the  others  passed  over. 
Six  or  seven  were  fired  at  Battery  Beauregard, 
at  3  distance  of  two  thousand  yards,  wimout 
cfTect ;  two  eleven-inch  shot  were  found.  Two 
were  fired  at  Cummins*  Point  without  effect — 
one  at  twelve  hundred  or  thirteen  hundred 
yards,  from  the  Ironsides ;  the  other  at  fourteen 
hundred  to  fifteen  hundred  yards,  from  a  tmret. 
Four  were  fired  at  Battery  Wagner  ;  one  from 
the  Ironsides  sounded  like  a  rifle  shot  passing 
through  the  aur ;  one  grazed  the  top  of  the  tra- 
verso,  and  another  exploded  over  the  battery, 
sending  a  fragment  into  a  traverse. 

A  single  turret  which  fired  her  two  guns  sun- 
ultaneously,  ceased  to  fire  one  of  them  at  about 
four  o'clock  ^half  of  the  port  being  closed  the 
remainder  of  the  action ;  cause  not  visible.  They 
wc«re  frequently  struck  upon  their  decks,  and 
several  shot  were  seen  sticking  in  the  hull  of 
one  of  them.  And  from  another,  steam  issued 
when  struck  upon  it    A  cast  iron  bolt  (rifle 


forty-two)  struck  a  bevelled  plate  or  guard 
around  the  base  of  a  turret,  wmch  curved  and 
turned  one  end  up. 

The  projectiles  generally  broke  in  pieces,  as 
could  be  seen  by  nragments  falling  in  the  water, 
or  bounded  from  the  vessel.  One,  after  striking, 
was  observed  to  drop  and  rest  at  the  foot  of  the 
turret  Several  of  tne  smoke-stacks  were  pen- 
elrated. 

A  lookout  appeared  on  the  top  of  one  of  the 
turrets,  apparently  observing  tne  effect  of  the 
shot ;  at  me  flash  of  a  battery  from  Moultrie  he 
instantly  disappeared. 

The  casualties  are  shght  At  Sumter  five  men 
were  wounded  by  fragments  of  masonry  and 
wood.  One  of  the  negroes  engaged  at  work  at 
the  fort,  who  was  sittine  on  we  berme  of  the 
western  face,  was  wounded  by  a  brick  knocked 
from  the  parapet  and  falling  upon  his  head. 

At  Moultrie  one  man  was  kuled  by  the  falling 
of  the  flag-staff  when  shot  away. 

At  Battery  Wagner  an  ammunition  chest  in 
the  angle  of  the  parapet  and  traverse,  in  the 
chamber  of  the  thirty-two  pounder,  exploded 
from  the  blast  of  the  gun,  Killing  three  men, 
mortally  wounding  one,  slightly  wounding  Lieu- 
tenant Steadman,  m  charge  of  we  gun,  and  three 
men ;  blew  them  about  twenty  feet,  cracked  the 
traverses,  threw  the  shot  from  the  pile  of  balls 
in  every  direction,  and  slightly  damaged  the 
chassis. 

I  arrived  at  Fort  Sumter  about  two  o'clock  at 
night  after  the  engagement,  and  found  Mr.  E.  J. 
Wnite,  of  the  engineer  department,  biisilv  en- 
gaged building  in  the  casemates,  iisst  and  sec- 
ond tiers,  behind  the  damaged  walls,  with  sand 
bags ;  several  of  them  were  completed  and  con- 
siderably strengthened.  This  work  was  con- 
tinued all  night  and  the  next  day  by  the  garri- 
son and  the  fifty  negroes  who  had  been  em- 
ployed at  the  fort,  and  remained  during  the 
engagement  On  the  following  morning  the 
fleet  lay  inside  the  bar,  in  the  same  line  of  bat- 
tle in  which  they  approached — ^the  first  one 
about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Sumter,  and  one 
and  a  half  miles  from  Morris  Island.  Men  were 
visible  all  day  on  the  turret  of  one,  hammering, 
evidently  repairing  her  plating.  Wind  saus 
were  set,  indicating  that  their  quarters,  even  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  were  uncomfortable 
and  badly  ventilated.  About  noon  one  of  the 
turrets  went  south,  probablv  to.  Port  Royal,  for 
repairs  or  for  the  security  of  that  place  against 
our  iron-clads  from  Savannah. 

The  Ironsides  has  kept  up  a  fuU  head  of 
steam  since  the  engagement,  as  can  be  seen  by 
her  constantly  blowmg  off.  Three  holes  are 
distinctly  seen  in  her  stem,  two  just  above  the 
water-line. 

The  *'  Devil "  floated  ashore  on  Morris  Island 
— the  cables  by  which  it  was  attached  to  the 
turret's  bow  were  cut  away.  It  is  probable 
that  the  "  Devil,"  becoming  unmanageable,  was 
the  cause  of  the  turret  retiring  early  from  the 
action-*it  being  a  massive  structure,  consisting 
of  two  layers  of  white  pine  timbers,  eighteen 
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inches  square,  strongly  bolted  togetJier ;  a  re- 
entering angle  twenty  feet  deep  to  receive  the 
bow  of  the  vessel,  fifhr  feet  long,  twenty-seven 
feet  wide ;  a  layer  of  bevelled  timbers  on  the 
front  forming  a  bow,  seven  heavy  iron  plates, 
through  which  passed  chains  directly  down  and 
over  the  sides,  through  hawser-pipes ;  to  these 
were  attached  grappling-irons  with  doable 
prones,  suspended  underneath,  at  the  sides 
and  bow;  in  the  countersinks  of  the  plates 
were  loose  iron  rollers,  apparently  to  facilitate 
the  drawing  of  the  chains  through  the  holes 
over  them,  when  the  erapplings  took  hold,  to 
drag  up  to  the  **  Devil  '"whatever  he  may  catch 
with  his  hooks. 

The  colors  of  the  six  tuiretB  remaining  on  the 
eighth  are  as  follows :  • 

First  turret,  lead  color ;  stack,  lead  color ;  top 
of  stack,  red,  with  black  rine. 

Second  turret  and  stack,  black. 

Third  turret,  black ;  stack,  white ;  top  green. 

Fourth  turret,  black ;  stack,  blade ;  top  stack 
(1-3)  lead  color. 

Fifth  turret  and  stack,  lead  color. 


Sixth  turret  and  stack,  black. 

The  hull  of  the  turret  in  running  trim  stands 
about  two  feet  above  water  level,  carrying  a 
whistle,  stovepipe,  and  stanchionB  for  swingiog 
a  small  boat  on  aeck,  with  a  light  railing  around 
it  When  cleared  for  action,  she  is  suDmerged 
almost  to  the  water  level ;  the  other  articles  all 
removed  flush  with  the  deck.  The  issue  of 
steam  from  the  deck  several  times  observed,  if 
not  from  injury,  is  probably  from  the  blow-off 
pipe,  taken  down  flush,  as  she  cannot  carry  it, 
as  otiier  vessels,  on  her  sides. 

I  accontpany  the  report  with  a  aketcdi  of  the 
battle^ound,  showing  the  relative  positions  of 
tiie  forts  and  fleet ;  one  of  the  foces  of  the  fort, 
showing  parts  damaged ;  one  of  the  Keokuk ; 
one  of  a  turret  submerged  for  action ;  and  one 
of  the  "  DeviL" 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WiLLZAif  H.  Echols, 

Mi^or  EBginMR. 

Official: 

G.  Thomas  Cox, 

Ueuienant  E^iglneen. 
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6.  Thos.  Cox, 

Lieutenant  Ehgineen. 


WiLLLAM  H.  EgHDLS, 

M^Jor  Engineers. 


Table  showina  (he  number,  kind,  arid  position  of  Qwm  in,  action,  and  number  and  kind  of  prqjeo- 
(ties  used  against  the  irorCdadfleet  before  CharlesUm,  sewnOi  April,  1863. 


Looahov. 


Fort  Sumter, 
BlOshota.. 
BMt  and  north-east  faces,* 
barbette. 


1st  tier  casemate, 
2d  tier       « 


Fort  Moultrie, 
808  shots. 


Battery  Bee, 
288  shots. 


Battery  Beauregard, 
167  shots. 


Oummins'  I\>lnt, 
66  shots. 


Battery  Wagner, 
20  shots. 


No.  of  Oons. 


No. 


i 


a 

4 
4 
6 
2 
8 
2 
2 
8 
1 

9 
6 
6 
2 

6 
1 


1 
2 

1 
1 

1 
1 
2 


KncD  or  GvH. 


7>in.  Brooke's  Rifles.. 
10-in.  Oolnmbiade 

8-in.  **       

42-pounder  Bifles 

O-in  Dahlgrens 

10*in.  8. C.  Mortars.... 

8-iD.  Shell  Oans,  navy 

8-ln  "  '*    , 

82-pvunders 

48'pouader  Rifle 

8-inch  Oolumbiads. . . . 

82-poundor  Rifles 

824'Ottnder8  

lO-inch  8.  CL  Mortars . . , 

10-taich  Oolumbiads.. . . 
8-inch  « 

8-in             «• 
82-pounder  Rifles 

10-ln.  Ocdambiad 

O-in.  Dahlgren. ....... 

82-pounder  Rifle 

24-       "       **    

82-pounders 


Wrought  iron  bolts 

SolidShot 

Shot  and  bolts !!.* 

Shot 

Shells  fllled  with  melted  iron. 
Shot 


u 
(I 


Shot  and  6  incendiary  shells. 

102  bolts,  88  shells 

Shot 

Shells 


Shot. 


14 


41  bolts  (76  lb.),  46  Shot. 
7shells 


Shot.. 
Shells, 


u 

Shot. 


Total  number  of  Shots  fired. 


Bbois. 


80 

120 

100 

188 

64 

40 

00 

60 

100 

2 

844 

280 

243 

61 

226 
68 

04 

08 

87 
28 

0 

1 
10 


.2200 


Official : 

G.  Tho8.  Cox, 

Lieutenant  I^aglnetri. 


Wm.  H.  Eohols, 

MA}or  Qigiaeers. 
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cover  of  their  fire,  sncceeded  in  effecting  a  land- 
ing at  Oyster  Point,  and  the  main  ehore  of  Mor- 
ris Island.  The  enemy  advanced  immediately, 
driving  back  our  inferior  force  of  infantry,  and 
sncceeded  in  expelling  our  troops  from  the 
south  end  of  Morris  Island,  and  capturing  the 
artillery  above  named,  with  its  munitions.  This 
was  not  effected  without  a  severe  struggle,  in 
which  we  lost  two  hundred  and  ninety-four 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  among  whom  I 
mention,  with  especial  renet,  the  following 
officers :  Captain  Gheves  ana  Haskell,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Bee,  who  had  rendered  important  service 
previous  to,  and  behaved  with  distinguished 
gaDantry  in,  the  engagement 

The  first  reinforcements,  Nelson's  Seventh 
battalion  South  Carolina  volunteers,  arrived  at 
the  close  of  the  action,  and  could  only  assist  in 
covering  the  retreat,  which  was  made  under  the 
flank  fire  of  the  monitors  to  Battery  Wagner, 
where  our  troops  were  formed  to  resist  further 
advances,  and  uie  guns  of  which  opened  on  the 
pursuing  enemy.  Fort  Sumter  and  Batteiy 
Uregg  also  opened  fire,  and  put  a  stop  to  their 
proceedings  for  the  day. 

In  the  evening  Battery  Wagner  was  rein- 
forced by  Colonel  Olmstead's  command  of  Geor- 
?;ia  troops,  and  the  garrison  kept  on  the  alert 
or  defending  it  against  an  attack.  This  occur- 
red at  dawn  on  the  eleventh,  when  the  enemy 
advanced  upon  the  jwork  in  two  columns  and 
made  a  desperate  assault,  which  was  gallantly 
and  decidedly  repulsed,  with  a  loss  to  the  ene- 
my which  may  seiely  be  estimated  at  over  eight 
hundred  men.  Our  bur3dng  parties  interred 
over  one  hundred  inside  of  our  lines,  and  one 
hundred  and  thirty  were  taken  prisoners. 

Our  loss  was  one  officer  and  five  privates 
killed,  and  one  officer  and  five  privates  wounded. 
Tlie  enemy  on  land  remained  comparatively 
quiet  durine  the  day,  being  engaged  burying 
his  dead  ana  strengthening  hi»  position.  Three 
monitors  and  three  wooden  ganboats  engaged 
and  bombarded  the  fort 

On  the  twelfth,  Brigadier-General  Hagood 
took  command  of  the  positions  on  James  Island. 
Brigadier-General  Taliaferro  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  works  on  Morris  Isknd.  The 
armament  of  the  fort  was  increased  by  four 
twelve-pounder  howitzers,  under  Colonel  Du 
Pass  and  Lieutenant  Watios,  and  (wo  thirty* 
two-pounder  carronades,  on  siege  carriages. 
The  enemy's  shot  took  effect  on  the  steam-scow 
Manigault,  lyins  at  a  partially  constructed  bat- 
tery at  Vincent^  Creek,  disabling  the  scow  and 
scattering  the  workmen.  Battery  Wagner  was 
shelled  by  the  enemy's  fleet  continuously  during 
the  day.  One  monitor  took  a  position  to  the 
northward,  apparently  to  enfilade  the  rear  of  the 
work.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yates  ordered  Bat- 
tery Gregg  to  open  rapidly,  which  it  did,  driv- 
ing the  monitor  off,  apparently  severely  injured, 
as  she  transferred  her  crew  at  once  to  one  of 
the  gunboats. 

On  the  thirteenth,  under  the  able  super- 
vision of  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro,  contin- 


ued preparationB  were  made  aniitot  a  renewed 
attaok.  The  Twenty-firat  Sonu  Carolina  volim- 
teers  and  two  companiee  of  the  First  8onA 
OuroUna  artillery  were  relieved  by  the  F^Pty-fint 
North  Carolina  and  a  detadmient  of  Georgia 
artilleiy  under  Captain  Bui±ner.  The  lutd 
operations  of  the  enemy  consisted  in  ereotiaf 
batteries  and  protections,  in  which  ihBy  were 
interrupted  by  the  fire  from  Fort  Suniter  and 
Batteiy  Gregg.  The  gunboats  and  momton 
kept  up  a  continued  Sielling  tiucoughout  the 
day,  with  bat  slight  intermissions  when  thej 
had  suffered  from  the  sea  fronts  of  Wagner  and 
Gregg.  In  the  evening  the  enemy  soooeeded 
in  settine  fire  to  the  wreck  of  the  steam-ecow 
Manigault,  in  Vincent  Creek. 

On  the  fourteenth,  two  regiments,  under  Bn- 
gadier-General  A.  H.  Colquitt,  arrived,  wiiich 
were  sent  to  James  Island  to  reinforce  Brigadier- 
General  Hagood's  command.  Brigadier-Genenl 
Clingman's  command,  consisting  of  the  Eighth, 
Thirty-first,  Fifty-first  and  Suty-first  North 
Carolina  regiments,  had  airived  the  previov 
day,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  Fiftyrfirst^ 
were  stationed  on  James  Island. 

The  enen^y 'S  wooden  gunboats  shelled  Bat- 
tery Wagner  during  the  <ky  at  long  rax^e. 
During  £e  night,  Brigadier-<ten»ral  Tahafeno 
threw  out  a  party,  one  hundred  and  fifty  strong, 
under  Major  Ryan,  of  the  Seventh  South  Caro- 
lina battalion,  which  drove  in  the  enemy's 
pickets  from  his  rifle-pits,  extending  across  the 
island  about  three-quarters  oi  a  mile  from  Bat- 
tery Wagner,  back  upon  his  main  supports, 
inflicting  a  considerable  loss,  with  but  small 
upon  our  part 

On  the  fifteenth  the  enemy  landed  troops  in 
force  on  Morris  Island,  and  there  were  indica- 
tions of  a  renewal  of  the  assault  on  the  fort 
The  frigate  Ironsides  had  crossed  the  b^  on 
the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  During  the  db;y 
the  enemy  was  strengthening  his  position,  our 
troops  being  engaged  in  repairing  aamages  and 
replying  to  the  enemy's  monitors,  gunb<»tB  and 
sha]^>shooterB.  The  Charleston  battalion,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  P.  C.  GkdUard,  relieved  tiie 
Seventh  battalion  and  three  companies  of  the 
Twentieth  regiment  South  Carolina  volmiteera ; 
LieutenantOolonel  J.  C.  Simkins,  First  South 
Carolina  infantry,  relieved  LieutenantOol<»iel 
J.  A.  Yates,  in  command  of  the  artillery  on 
Morris  Island;  Captain  Adams'  con^iaQy^  of 
First  South  Carolina  infantrv,  relieving  Captain 
Chichester's  company  of  artillery. 

Brigadier-General  Hagood  made  a  reoonnois- 
sance  of  the  enemy,  in  his  front,  on  James  Island. 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth,  in  accordance 
with  instructions,  Brigadier-General  Hagood  ad- 
vanced against  the  enemy,  from  his  headquartjers 
near  Secession ville,  James  Island,  driving  in  the 
enemy's  pickets  on  his  left,  and  making  an  ad* 
vance  against  that  portion  of  their  force.  Two 
columns  made  the  attack,  one  led  by  Brigadier^ 
General  A.  H.  Colquitt,  and  the  other  by  Briga* 
dier-General  Hagood  in  person.  The  enemy  was 
protected  by  the  fire  of  his  gunboats  in  Stono 
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and  Litde  ToOj  Biyere.  Brigadier  -  General 
Hagood  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy,  abont 
two  thousand  in  nmnber,  mmi  James  Island, 
and  inflicting  upon  him  a  serious  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded,  capturing  fourteen  negroes  be- 
longing to  the  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetls  regi- 
ment. Not  the  least  important  of  these  opera- 
tions was  the  engagement  with  the  sloop  of  war 
Pawnee,  by  two  sections  of  Napoleon  guns, 
under  command  of  lieutenant-tlolonel  Del. 
Kemper,  in  which  the  steamer  was  injured  and 
forced  to  retire.  General  Hagood's  loss  was 
three  killed,  twelve  wounded,  and  three  missing. 
The  enemy  withdrew  entirely  from  James 
Lafamd,  to  Battery  Island,  when  General  HaeoM 
advanced  his  pickets,  and  the  ground  has  been 
held  to  the  present  date,  twenty-second  July. 

At  Battery  Wagner  and  on  Morris  Island,  our 
troops  continued  their  work  of  repair,  subject 
to  a  continued  shelling  from  gunboats  and  moni- 
tors at  long  range. 

On  the  seventeenth,  the  enemy's  vessels  all 
disappeared  from  the  Stono,  and  his  troops 
were  concentrated  on  Little  Folly  and  Morris 
Islands.  Firing  from  the  enemy's  fleet  and  land 
batteries  was  Jcept  up  during  the  day  on  Bat- 
tery Wagner,  which  interfered  seriouslv  with 
the  transportation  to  Cummins'  Point  This  has 
had,  ever  since,  to  be  carried  on  at  night 

On  the  night  of  the  seventeenth,  me  Thirty- 
finst  North  CSarolina  regiment  relieved  Colonel 
Oldstead's  command  of  Georgia  troops,  and  Cap- 
tain Oaven's  company  of  the  Twentieth  South 
Carolina  volunteers. 

The  work  of  repaur  and  preparation  was  pro- 
ceeded with  during  the  night,  and  at  daylight 
on  the  eighteenth,  the  enemy's  land  and  sea 
batteries  opened  a/<?u  d*enfer  upon  the  devoted 
work.  The  practice  was  rapid  in  the  extreme, 
from  the  Ironsides,  from  the  monitors,  and  from 
an  the  wooden  gunboats  which,  without  expos- 
ing themselves,  could  get  the  range.  According 
to  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro's  estimate,  over 
nine  thousand  shot  and  shell  were  thrown ;  but, 
as  if  by  the  special  interposition  of  Providence, 
oar  loss  was  slight  Indications  of  an  aasault 
at  dusk  were  apparent,  and  the  guns  of  Sumter 
and  Battery  Gregg  were  in  preparation  to  open 
fire  over  Battery  Wagner  on  the  columns  of  the 
enemy.  Brigadier-Creneral  Hagood  was  relieved 
from  the  command  of  James  Island,  to  be  in 
readiness  to  support  or  relieve  Brigadier-G^^neral 
Taliaferro,  and  Colonel  Harrison's  Thirty-second 
regiment  of  Georgians  proceeded  to  the  rein- 
forcement and  relief  of  tlie  garrison.  While  in 
passage,  the  assault  commenced,  which  was 
bravely  met  and  repulsed  with  terrific  slaughter 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  by  the  heroic  garrison 
and  its  commander,  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro, 
who  directed  all  the  operations  until  the  final 
repulse. 

In  his  report  the  details  of  the  assault  and  its 
repiilse  arc  set  forth,  and  I  cannot  do  more  or 
better  than  to  second  his  commendations  of 
those  brave  officers  and  men  who  stood  the 
tempest  of  shot  and  shell  and  sent  back  the 


column  of  the  enemy  from  their  work,  with  a 
loss  which  may  safely  be  computed  at  about 
three  thousand  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners. 
Brigadier-General  Hagood,  with  Colonel  Harri- 
sons regiment,  assisted  in  the  final  repulse  of  a 
party  who  had  made  a  lodgment  in  me  south- 
eastern salient  of  the  battery. 

The  carnage  of  the  enemy  in  the  confined 
space  in  front  of  Battery  Wagner,  was  extreme. 
The  ditch  and  glacis  were  encumbered  with  the 
slain  of  all  ranks  and  colors,  for  the  enemv  had 
put  the  poor  negroes,  whom  they  had  forced 
into  an  unnatural  service,  in  front,  to  be,  as  they 
were,  slaughtered  indiscriminately.  The  white 
Colonel  who  commanded  them  fell  with  many 
officers  of  the  regiment,  the  Fifty-fourth  Massa- 
chusetts, and  the  colors  under  which  they  were 
sent  to  butchery  by  hypocrisy  and  inhumanity, 
fell  draggled  in  blood  and  sand  in  the  ditch,  a 
mournful  memorial  of  the  waste  of  industry. 

This  result  wflB  not  accomplished  without  a 
loss  on  our  part  of  brave  officers  and  men, 
though  of  those  who  in  the  struggle  battled  for 
the  right,  the  proportion  who  feU  was  far  less 
than  that  of  their  enemy. 

In  this  en^s^ement,  our  loss  in  MUed,  wound- 
ed, and  missmg,  was  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
four.  Among  the  officers,  whose  loss  we  have 
to  lament,  and  whose  position  and  services  en- 
title them  to  special  mention,  were  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  J.  C.  Simkuis,  of  the  First  South  Carolina 
infantry,  Captain  William  H.  Ryan,  Charleston 
battahon,  Captain  W.  T.  Tatum,  First  South 
Carolina  infantry,  who  were  killed ;  and  Major 
David  Kamsay  of  the  Charleston  battalion,  who 
was  severely  wounded.  Other  gallant  officers 
and  soldiers  feU,  whose  names  are  mentioned  in 
t^e  reports  of  their  several  commanders,  and 
whose  memories  should  be  cherished  by  a  grate- 
ful country.  While  the  assault  on  Battery  Wag- 
ner was  progressing.  Battery  Crregg,  under  Cap- 
tain Lesesne,  and  the  batteries  oi  Fort  Sumter, 
under  Colonel  Alfred  Rhett,  kept  up  a  continu- 
ous fire  upon  the  ^ound  over  whicn  the  enemv 
advanced,  until  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro  ad- 
vanced his  pickets  to  the  front,  when  l!hey 
ceased,  and  the  narrow  field  of  battle  was  quiet 
for  the  night 

Brigadier-General  TUiaferro,  who  had  been 
in  command  and  on  trench  dutv  for  five  days, 
was  relieved  in  the  morning,  by  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Hagood. 

This  report,  ending  with  the  second  repulse 
of  the  enemy  from  Battery  Wagner,  will  be  con- 
tinued from  that  time.  1116  operations  of  the 
enemy  from  that  date,  within  the  limits  of  my 
command,  have  changed  their  character.  In 
closing  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  express  my  high 
appreciation  of  the  distinguished  services  of 
Bngadier-G^neral  Taliaferro,  who  commanded 
the  troops  in  Battery  Wagner  with  great  ability 
and  gallantry,  and  repulsed  the  memorable  as- 
sault of  the  eighteentli,and  of  the  excellent  con- 
duct of  Brigadier-Generals  Hagood  and  Colquitt, 
as  evidenced  in  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion, on  ^e  sixteenth.    Besides  these,  Colonel 
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REPORT  PROM  BATTERKS  AT  PORT  JOHNSON,   OF  EN- 
QAOEMENT  OF  SEVENTH  APRIL,  1868. 

HsADQUABma  AX  East  Lawif  April  12,  1863. 

Colond  C,  H,  Stevens,  oommanding  East  Di- 

vision^  Jcanes  KUmdy  S.  (7.  .* 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  one 
of  my  companies,  Company  I,  Captain  Humberi;, 
Btationed  at  Fort  Johnson,  had  a  small  share  in 
the  glorious  Utile  fight  of  the  seventh  instant, 
with  the  turreted  iron-clads  in  Charleston  har- 
bor. 

About  half-past  two  o'clock  of  that  afternoon, 
eight  (8)  iron-clads  were  seen  approaching  for 
the  purpose  of  engaging  Fort  Sumter,  and  when 
within  easy  range,  they  opened  fire  upon  her. 
My  guns  oi  heavy  calibre  at  that  post,  being  so 
placed  as  to  bear  only  upon  tlie  inner  harbor, 
could  not  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  iron- 
clads ;  but  in  our  anxiety  to  "  have  a  place  in  the 
picture,"  and  in  order  somewhat  to  test  the 
range  of  a  ten-inch  mortar  in  that  direction,  I 
authorized  Lieutenant  Bolivar,  in  charge,  to  open 
fire  from  it,  which,  after  being  fired  twice  with 
shell,  filled  and  plugged,  and  the  object  sought 
attained,  was  ordered  to  be  discontinued. 

The  officers  and  men  were  all  eagerly  anxious 
to  play  a  part  in  the  engagement,  and  we  only 
regret  that  our  position  was  such  as  to  prevent 
our  liaving  a  more  prominent  place  in  an  engage- 
ment which  does  so  much  credit  to  aU  con- 
cerned. • 

I  am.  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 

A.  D.  Fbedbriok, 

Oolonel  Second  Regiment  S.  C.  Artillery,  commanding. 

Upon  this  was  the  following  indorsement : 

BMAOQVJtxsmu  Jaxb  Dbland  i»i>  St.  Axdbxws,  ) 
MciLiOD'e,  AprU  14,  1868.        / 

Respectfully  forwarded.  I  reached  Fort  John- 
sou  some  twenty  minutes  after  the  engagement 
between  the  monitors  and  the  forts  and  batteries 
had  commenced,  on  the  seventh  instant,  and, 
finding  thr^t  the  mortar  at  Fort  Johnson  was  not 
effective,  the  range  being  too  great,  ordered  the 
fii'ing  discontinued  after  two  shells  had  been 
thrown.  Battery  Glover  was  not  engaged  at 
any  time. 

Respectfully, 

8.  R.  GiBT, 

Brl(;adier-Genend. 
ACnON  OF  APRIL  SEVENTH,  CHARLESTON  HARBOR. 

BATrmT'BBAUBBQABD,  SULUVAN'S  IBLASD,  ) 

AprU  16,  1863.        / 

Captain  Wm,  Oreen,  A,  A.  O, : 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
about  two  o'clock-  p.  m.,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh 
instant,  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy's 
iron-dads,  which  had  previously  taken  a  position 
iuHide  the  bar.  wore  steaming  up  main  ship 
channel.  I  ordered  the  long  roll  sounded,  and 
all  the  guns  of  this  battery  to  be  manned  forth- 
^th,  placing  those  men  who  were  not  engaged 
j^^  ♦!,«  *%;anAa  in  q  positlou  so  as  to  be  protected 
f  the  enemy.    As  soon  as  the 


leading  boat  came  witiiin  range,  and  afler  Moul- 
trie and  Bomter  had  opened,  I  directed  the  fire 
of  two  rifled  guns  and  an  eightrinch  colmnbiad 
on  that  boat,  and  continned  to  fire  on  her,  until 
I  was  satisfied  that  it  was  not  her  intentloik  to 

Fass  the  forts.  I  fired  rapidly  at  first,  because 
saw  that  she  would  soon  reach  a  point  on 
which  my  rifled  guns  could  not  be  brought  to 
bear.  About  this  time  the  Ironsides  came  up 
and  exposed  her  broadside,  when  I  inmiediatelT 
directed  tiie  fire  t>f  the  same  guns  on  her,  and 
paid  more  attention  to  her  than  any  other  boat 
during  the  fight  I  occasionally  fired  a  shot  at 
the  Keokuk,  or  any  one  of  them  that  offered  a 
fair  mark  to  the  guns  used.  Abont  half-past 
four,  I  found  that  my  supply  of  rifled  projectiles 
and  eight-inch  solid  shot  was  getting  short.  I 
ordered  the  firing  to  cease,  and  sent  a  messenger 
to  the  fort  to  know  if  I  could  be  supplied,  but 
received  a  message  from  Brigadier-General  J.  H. 
Trapier,  in  the  meantime,  to  cease  firing  alto- 
gether. 

The  guns  tiiat  were  engaged  were  manned 
sJtematoly  bv  detachmento  &om  Company  K, 
First  South  C&rolina  artillery.  Lieutenant  W.  £. 
Erwin  commandine,  and  from  Company  B^  First 
infantry.  Captain  J.  H.  Warley  oommandir^.  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  Ironsides  was  straok  sev- 
eral times  by  shot  from  this  battery,  and  I  think 
one  or  two  others  were  also  struck,  with  what 
effect  it  is  impossible  to  say,  except  from  reports 
since  the  engagement,  which  lead  us  to  bmeve 
that  the  enemy  were  considerably  damaged.  I 
have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  firing,  and 
the  cool,  deliberate,  and  determined  aspect 
which  characterized  botii  men  and  officers  dar- 
ing the  engagement  I  indose  a  tabular  state- 
ment of  the  amount  and  kinds  of  ammunition 
expended.  The  enemy  fired  several  rounds  at 
us,  none  of  which  took  effect  .  Xhere  were  no 
casualties  trqpi  any  cause  whatever. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  SiTGBBAVES, 

Captain,  oomTnanrtfrif. 

REPORT  OP  EHGAGEBIENTOF  SEVENTH  OF  AFRII^  ISSS. 

HiusquABnRB  DwAnrnnpti  Flan  JsrismTy  I 
BARnr  Bb,  April  13th,  186&        / 

Captain  Wm.  Green,  A,  A.  G^ : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  at 
about  half-past  two  p.  m.,  on  Ttiesday,  the 
seventh  instant,  the  ofiSoer  of  the  dav  reported 
to  me  that  the  monitor  fleet  of  the  enemy, 
accompanied  by  the  Ironsides,  was  approach- 
ing. I  immediately  ordered  the  long  roll  beat; 
the  guns  were  manned,  and  everything  got  in 
readiness  for  action.  On  reaching  the  battery, 
nine  (9)  iron-clads,  including  Hie  Considee,  were 
observed  slowly  making  their  way  vp  Ship 
channel.    At  this  time,  tour  (4)  of  the  monitora 

E roper  were  in  line  of  battle  in  advance,  die 
ronsides  and  otiiers  in  rear.  Wliile  waiting 
the  nearer  approach  of  the  enemy,  instructions 
were  given  that  the  loft  section  of  the  battery 
commanded  by  Captain  Wairen  Adams,  should 
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oommenoe  firing,  on  an  order  from  me,  to  be 
followed,  first  by  Captain  Wm.  T.  Tatom,  com- 
manding  centre  eeotion,  and  finally  by  Captain 
Robert  D.  Treville,  commanding  section  on  ex- 
treme right,  and  that  the  fire  snonid  be  concen- 
trated on  the  leading  Teasel,  nntil  otherwise 
directed.    The  advance  vessels  still  numbering 
four,  took  their  positions,  alternately  ranging 
from  eighteen  hundred  to  two  thousand  yards 
from  this  battery.    At  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  Fort 
Monltrie  opened  on  the  enemy,  followed  by  Fort 
Sumter.    Ten  minutes  later  (ten  minutes  past 
three  p.  u.)  this  battery  opened  fire.    At  this 
time  the  fire  became  general  from  sJl  the  outer 
forts  and  batteries  in  the  harbor,  and  the  ad- 
vanced iron-clads  of  the  enemy,  which  fired 
elowly,  directing  then:  fire  principally  at  Fort 
Sumter.    An  occasional  shot  was  fired  at  this 
battery,  none  of  them  doing  any  injury.    As  it 
was  believed  that  the  object  of  the  enemy  was 
to  pass  the  batteries  and  enter  the  Imrbor,  the 
firing  at  first  was  rapid,  but  at  all  times  deliber- 
ate and  well  directed.    When  it  became  evident 
that  such  was  not  his  intention,  tiie  firing  from 
the  battery  became  slower,  and  continued  so 
untQ  the  Keokuk  advanced  in  close  range  to 
Fort  Sumter  and  this  battery,  at  which  time  the 
order  was  given  to  fire  more  rapidly  and  to 
concentrate  it  on  her.  Two  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  (283)  solid  shot  were  fired  from  this  bat- 
tery— Captain  Adams  firing  one  hundred  and 
twenty  six,  Captain  Tatum,  eighty-four.  Captain 
De  Treville,  seventy-three.     Of   this  number 
many  were  distinctly  seen  to  strike  the  vessels 
aimed  at,  and  it  is  believed  doing  serious  dam- 
age in  many  instances. 

At  half^past  five  p.  m.,  the  enemy's  fleet  with- 
drew, and  all  firing  ceased.  The  ofiScers  and 
men  of  this  command  did  their  duty. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  no  casualties  occurred 
at  this  battery,  and  believe  the  command  to  be 
as  effective  as  it  was  prior  to  the  engagement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  SiMKIKS, 
U6at.-Ool.,  oommanding. 

BEFOBT  OF  UOOVESAST  W.  a  6LASBELL  OF  VISIT  TO 

THE  KEOKUK. 

C.  a.  QxmaoAT  Cbiooaa,  \ 

CBJJOJBtOK  Oasbob,  April  lath,  1808.  j 

Brtgadier-OenercU  Ripley : 

CFsNisBAL :  Having  made  a  visit  to  the  Keokuk 
this   morning,  with  a  view  to  observing  the 
eflfect  of  your  batteries  upon  her  iron  turrets,  I ' 
succeeded  in  procuring  the  trophies,  which  it  | 
affords  me  much  pleasure  to  forward  to  you,  i 
viz. :  two  United  States  flags,  two  pennants,  and  | 
tbreo  signal  flags.    Several  other  articles  were  j 
also  obtained — a  rammer,  sponges,  lanterns,  &c, 
which  are  on  board  the  Chioora. 

I  am,  (General,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obeaient  servant, 

W.  S.  Glasbbll, 

Ffarvt  LtoutMUttt,  0.  &  N. 


BBSSAlXaSBrQZSMBAL  R.  &  RIPLEY'S  BEPORT  OF  THE 
OPBKATIONS  OF  TROOPS  UNDER  HIS  COMMAND  FROM 
TEEE  EIGHTH  TO  THE  TWENTIETH  DAT  OF  JULY,  1868, 
INCLUSIVE. 

HsAOQUiJBms  Fast  JliuTARy  Disnuci,    ) 
CkAKLBTOV,  SouiB  CARouyA,  July  23, 1863.  j 

Brigadier'Oeneral  ThomoB  Jordan^  Chirf  of 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  daily  occurrences  of  my 
command,  commencing  on  the  eighth  instant,  on 
which  day  the  enemy%  iron-clad  fleet  appeared 
off  the  bar,  and  his  force  of  transports  at  sea 
and  in  the  Stono  River  was  largelv  increased, 
indicating  the  renewal  of  the  attack  on  the  ap- 

E roaches  of  the  city  of  Charleston.  With  the 
mited  force  at  my  command,  such  measures  as 
could  be  taken  to  guard  the  salient  uoints  of 
attack,  the  south  end  of  Morris  Island  and 
James  Island,  were  ordered,  and  directions  given 
for  the  disposition  of  troops  ordered  by  the 
commanding  General  for  reinforcements. 

On  the  ninth,  the  enemy  landed  a  strong  force 
on  Battery  Island  and  unmasked  works  on  Little 
Folly  bearing  upon  our  positions  at  the  south 
end  of  Moms.  The  works  at  that  point  were, 
from  various  causes,  incomplete,  and,  from  want 
of  transportation,  the  arrival  of  reinforcements 
was  tardy. 

Endeavors  were  made  to  strengthen  oiu:  posi- 
tion on  Morris  Island,  bulLfrom  lack  of  force, 
no  great  improvement  was  accomplished. 

On  the  morning  of  the  tentjb,  the  enemy 
opened  a  heavy  mre  upon  our  position  from 
Little  Folly  with  from  twenty  to  thirty  long- 
range  guns,  which  he  had  placed  in  battery  dur- 
ing the  night.  Soon  after  four  monitors  took 
position  to  the  north-east  of  the  position,  enfi- 
lading it  and  taking  some  of  the  batteries  in 
reverse.  Our  troops  defending  were  composed 
of  the  Twenty-first  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
under  Colonel  R.  T.  Graham ;  two  companies  of 
the  First  South  Carolina  artillery,  under  Captains 
J.  C.  Mitchell  and  J.  R.  Macbeu,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  the  First  South  Carolina  infantry,  under 
Captain  Charles  T.  HaskeU,  in  all  about  seven 
hundred,  with  the  following  artillery  placed  in 
position;  in  detachea  batteries  along  the  shore, 
to  command  the  beach  and  the  crossing  from 
Little  Folly,  viz.:  three  eight-inch  navy  shell 
guns,  two  jeight-inch  sea-coast  howitzers,  one 
rifled  twenty-four-pounder,  one  thirty-pounder 
Parrott,  one  twelve-pounaer  Whitworth,  and 
three  ten-inch  searcoast  mortars,  in  all  eleven 
pieces. 

There  were  on  Morris  Island,  besides  two 
companies  of  artillery  under  Captains  Chiches- 
ter and  Matthews,  the  garrison  of  Battery  Wsf- 
ner,  and  one  at  Battery  Gregg,  under  Captam 
Lesesne,  all  the  artillery  under  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel James  A.  Yates,  First  South  Carolina  artil- 
lery. After  about  three  hours'  furious  shelUng 
from  the  enemy,  to  which  our  guns  steadilv 
replied,  a  large  number  of  barges,  fiUed  with 
troops,  came  up  Little  FoUy  River,  and,  under 
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cover  of  their  fire,  sncceeded  in  effecting  a  land- 
ing at  Oyster  Point,  and  the  main  ahoro  of  Mor- 
ris Island.  The  enemy  advanced  immediately, 
driving  back  our  inferior  force  of  infantry,  and 
sncce^ed  in  expelling  onr  troops  from  tlie 
south  end  of  Morris  Island,  and  capturing  the 
artiUery  above  named,  ¥rith  its  munitions.  This 
was  not  effected  without  a  severe  struggle,  in 
which  we  lost  two  hundred  and  ninety-four 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  among  whom  I 
mention,  with  especia]  regret,  the  following 
officers :  Captain  Gheves  ana  HaskeU,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Bee,  who  had  rendered  important  service 
previous  to,  and  behaved  with  distinguished 
gallantry  in,  the  engagement 

The  first  reinforcements,  Nelson's  Seventh 
battalion  South  C^ffolina  volunteers,  arrived  at 
the  close  of  &e  action,  and  could  only  assist  in 
covering  the  retreat,  which  was  made  under  the 
flank  fire  of  the  monitors  to  Battory  Wagner, 
where  our  troops  were  formed  to  resist  further 
advances,  and  we  guns  of  which  opened  on  the 
pursuing  enemy.  Fort  Sumter  and  Batteiy 
Uregg  also  opened  fire,  and  put  a  stop  to  their 
proceedings  for  the  day. 

In  the  evening  Battery  Wagner  was  rein- 
forced by  Colonel  01mstead*s  command  of  Qeor- 
ffia  troops,  and  Hie  garrison  kept  on  the  alert 
for  defending  it  against  an  attack.  This  occur- 
red at  dawn  on  the  eleventh,  when  the  enemy 
advanced  upon  the  ji^ork  in  two  columns  and 
made  a  desperate  assault,  which  was  gaUantly 
and  decidedly  repulsed,  with  a  loss  to  the  ene- 
my which  may  seiely  be  estimated  at  over  eight 
hundred  men.  Our  burying  parties  interred 
over  one  hundred  inside  of  our  lines,  and  one 
hundred  and  thirty  were  taken  prisoners. 

Our  loss  was  one  officer  and  five  privates 
killed,  and  one  officer  and  five  privates  wounded. 
Tlie  enemy  on  land  remained  comparatively 
quiet  durine  the  day,  bein^  engaged  burying 
his  dead  ana  strengthening  ni»  position.  Three 
monitors  and  three  wooden  gunboats  engaged 
and  bombarded  the  fort 

On  the  twelfth,  Brigadier-General  Hagood 
took  command  of  the  positions  on  James  Island. 
Brigadier-General  Taliaferro  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  works  on  Morris  Island.  The 
armament  of  the  fort  was  increased  by  four 
twelve-pounder  howitzers,  under  Colonel  Du 
Pass  and  Lieutenant  Waties,  and  (wo  thirty- 
two-pounder  carronades,  on  siege  carriages. 
The  enemy's  shot  took  effect  on  the  steam-scow 
Manigault,  lyins  at  a  partially  constructed  bat- 
tery at  Vincent^  Creek,  disabling  the  scow  and 
scattering  the  workmen.  Battery  Wagner  was 
shelled  by  the  enem^-'s  fleet  continuously  during 
the  day.  One  momtor  took  a  position  to  the 
northward,  apparently  to  enfilade  the  rear  of  the 
work.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yates  ordered  Bat- 
tery Gregg  to  open  rapidly,  which  it  did,  driv- 
ing the  monitor  off,  apparently  severely  injured, 
as  she  transferred  her  crew  at  once  to  one  of 
the  gunboats. 

On  the  thirteenth,  under  the  able  super- 
vision of  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro,  contin- 


ued pTeparatioDB  were  made  agaiAst  a  renewed 
attaoK.  The  Twenty-first  South  OaroUna  volun- 
teers and  two  con^panies  of  the  First  Sontfa 
Ourolina  artillery  were  relieved  by  the  Fifty-firat 
North  Carolina  and  a  detadiment  of  Geoigia 
artillery  under  Captain  Buckner.  The  kmd 
operations  of  the  ^nemy  consisted  in  erectiiig 
batteries  and  protections,  in  which  tiiey  were 
interrupted  by  the  fire  from  Fort  Sumter  and 
Battery  Gregg.  The  gunboats  axKd  mofniton 
kept  up  a  continued  shelling  tiuoughout  the 
day,  with  bat  slight  intermissions  when  they 
had  suffered  from  the  sea  fironls  of  Wagaer  and 
Gregg.  In  the  evening  the  enemy  snooeeded 
in  setting  fire  to  the  wreck  of  the  steam-Mow 
Manigault,  in  Vincent  Creek. 

On  the  fourteenth,  two  rej^iments,  under  Bri- 
gadier-General A.  H.  Colqmtt,  arrived,  which 
were  sent  to  James  Island  to  reinforce  Brigadier- 
General  Hagood's  command.  Brigadier-General 
Clingman's  command,  consisting  of  the  Eiehtii, 
Thiriy-first,  Fifty-first  and  Sixty-first  North 
CaroUna  regiments,  had  arrived  the  previous 
day,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  ¥^fty-first, 
were  stationed  on  James  Island. 

The  eneiQy's  wooden  gunboats  shelled  Bat- 
tery Wagner  during  the  day  at  lo^g  range. 
During  the  night,  Brigadier-General  l^aferro 
threw  out  a  party,  one  hundred  and  fifty  stroqg, ' 
under  Major  Ryan,  of  the  Seventh  Sooth  Oaro- 
lina  battelion,  which  drove  in  the  enemy's 
pickets  from  his  rifle-pits,  extending  acroaa  tise 
island  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  Bat- 
tery Wagner,  back  upon  his  main  aupports, 
inflicting  a  considerable  loss,  with  but  amall 
upon  our  part 

On  the  fifteenth  the  enemy  landed  troops  in 
force  on  Morris  Island,  and  there  were  indica^ 
tions  of  a  renewal  of  the  assault  on  the  fort. 
The  frigate  Ironsides  had  crossed  the  bar  on 
the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  During  th,e  day 
the  enemy  was  strengthening  his  position,  our 
troops  being  engaged  in  repairing  damages  and 
replying  to  the  enemy's  monitors,  gunboats  and 
sharpshooters.  The  Charleston  battalion,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  P.  C.  Gaillard,  relieved  the 
Seventh  battalion  and  three  companies  of  the 
Twentieth  regiment  South  Carolina  volnnteers ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  C.  Stmkins,  First  South 
Carolina  infantry,  relieved  Lieutenant^]!ok»el 
J.  A.  Yates,  in  command  of  the  artillery  on 
Morris  Island;  Captain  Adams'  con^any,  of 
First  South  Carolina  infantrv,  relieving  Ca4>tain 
Chichester's  company  of  artillery. 

Brigadier-General  Hagood  made  a  reoonnoia- 
sance  of  the  enemy,  in  his  front,  on  James  Island. 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth,  in  accordance 
with  instructions,  Brigadier-G«neral  Hagood  ad- 
vanced against  the  enemy,  from  his  headquarters 
near  Secessiouville,  James  Island,  driving  in  the 
enemy's  pickets  on  his  left,  and  making  aa  ad- 
vance against  that  portion  of  their  force.  Two 
columns  made  the  attack,  one  led  by  Briradier^ 
General  A.  H.  Colquitt, and  the  other  byHriga- 
dier-(}eneral  Hagood  in  person.  The  enemy  waa 
protected  by  the  fire  of  his  gunboats  in  Stooo 
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and  Litde  Volty  Bitotb.  Brigadier  -  GoDeral 
Hagood  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy,  about 
two  thousand  in  number,  from  James  Island, 
and  inflicting  upon  him  a  serious  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded,  capturing  fourteen  negroes  be- 
longing to  the  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetls  regi- 
ment. Not  the  least  important  of  these  opera- 
tions  was  the  engagement  with  the  sloop  oi  war 
Pawnee,  by  two  sections  of  Napoleon  guns, 
under  command  of  lieutenant-CJolonel  Del. 
Kemper,  in  which  the  steamer  was  injured  and 
forced  to  retire.  General  Hagood's  loss  was 
three  killed,  twelve  wounded,  and  three  missing. 
The  enemy  withdrew  entirely  from  James 
Island,  to  Battery  Island,  when  General  Hago6d 
advanced  his  pickets,  and  the  ground  has  been 
held  to  the  present  date,  twenty-second  July. 

At  Battery  Wagner  and  on  Morris  Island,  our 
troops  continued  their  work  of  repair,  subject 
to  a  continued  shelling  from  gunboats  and  moni- 
tors at  long  range. 

On  the  seventeenth,  the  enemy's  vessels  all 
disappeared  from  the  Stono,  and  his  troops 
were  concentrated  on  Little  Folly  and  Morris 
Islands.  Firing  from  the  enemy's  fleet  and  land 
batteries  was  Jcept  up  during  the  day  on  Bat- 
tery Wagner,  which  interfered  seriously  with 
the  iaransportation  to  Gnnmiins*  Point  This  has 
had,  ever  since,  to  be  carried  on  at  night 

On  the  night  of  the  seventeenth,  the  Thirty- 
first  North  Carolina  regiment  relieved  Colonel 
Oldstead's  command  of  Georgia  troops,  and  Cap- 
tain Craven's  company  of  the  Twentieth  South 
Carolina  volunteers. 

The  work  of  repair  and  preparation  was  pro- 
ceeded with  during  the  night,  and  at  daylight 
on  the  eighteenth,  the  enemy's  land  and  sea 
batteries  opened  a/eu  dCenfer  upon  the  devoted 
work.  The  practice  was  rapid  in  the  extreme, 
from  the  Ironsides,  from  the  monitors,  and  from 
aJU  the  wooden  gunboats  which,  without  expos- 
ing themselves,  could  get  the  range.  According 
to  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro's  estimate,  over 
nine  thousand  shot  and  shell  were  thrown ;  but, 
as  if  by  the  special  interposition  of  Providence, 
our  loss  was  slight  Indications  of  an  assault 
at  dusk  were  apparent,  and  the  guns  of  Sumter 
and  Battery  Gregg  were  in  preparation  to  open 
fire  over  Battery  Wagner  on  the  columns  of  the 
enemy.  Brigadier-Creneral  Hagood  was  relieved 
from  the  command  of  James  Island,  to  be  in 
readiness  to  support  or  relieve  Brigadier-General 
Taliaferro,  and  Colonel  Harrison's  Thirty-second 
regiment  of  Georgians  proceeded  to  the  rein- 
forcement and  relief  of  tlie  garrison.  While  in 
passage,  the  assault  commenced,  which  was 
bravoTy  met  and  repulsed  with  terrific  slaughter 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  by  the  heroic  garrison 
and  its  commander,  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro, 
who  directed  all  the  operations  until  the  final 
repulse. 

In  his  report  the  details  of  the  assault  and  its 
repulse  are  set  forth,  and  I  cannot  do  more  or 
better  than  to  second  his  commendations  of 
those  brave  officers  and  men  who  stood  the 
tempest  of  shot  and  shell  and  sent  back  the 


column  of  the  enemy  from  their  work,  with  a 
loss  which  may  safely  be  computed  at  about 
three  thousand  in  kiUed,  woundea  and  prisoners. 
Brigadier-General  Hagood,  with  Colonel  Harri- 
son s  regiment,  assisted  in  the  final  repulse  of  a 
party  who  had  made  a  lodgment  in  the  south- 
eastern salient  of  the  battery. 

The  carnage  of  the  enemy  in  the  confined 
space  in  front  of  Battery  Wagner,  was  extreme. 
The  ditch  and  elacis  were  encumbered  with  the 
slain  of  all  ranks  and  colors,  for  the  enemv  had 
put  the  poor  negroes,  whom  they  had  forced 
into  an  unnatural  service,  in  front,  to  be,  as  they 
were,  slaughtered  indiscriminately.  The  white 
Colonel  wno  commanded  them  fell  with  many 
officers  of  the  regiment,  the  Fifty-fourth  Massa- 
chusetts, and  the  colors  under  which  they  were 
sent  to  butchery  by  hypocrisy  and  inhumanity, 
fell  draggled  in  blood  and  sand  in  the  ditch,  a 
mournful  memorial  of  the  waste  of  industry. 

This  result  v/;as  not  accomplished  without  a 
loss  on  our  part  of  brave  officers  and  men, 
though  of  those  who  in  the  strugele  battled  for 
the  right,  the  proportion  who  feu  was  far  less 
than  that  of  their  enemy. 

In  this  engagement,  our  loss  in  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  missing,  was  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
four.  Among  the  officers,  whose  loss  we  have 
to  lament,  and  whose  position  and  services  en- 
title them  to  special  mention,  were  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  J.  C.  Simkins,  of  the. First  South  Carolina 
infantry,  Captain  William  H.  Ryan,  Charleston 
battalion,  Captain  W.  T.  Tatum,  First  South 
Carolina  infentry,  who  were  killed  ;  and  Major 
David  Ramsay  of  the  Charleston  battalion,  who 
was  severely  wounded.  Other  gallant  officers 
and  soldiers  fell,  whose  names  are  mentioned  in 
the  reports  of  their  several  commanders,  and 
whose  memories  should  be  cherished  by  a  grate- 
ful country.  While  the  assault  on  Battery  Wag- 
ner was  progressing.  Battery  Greg^  under  Cap- 
tain Lesesne,  and  the  batteries  of  Fort  Sumter, 
under  Colonel  Alfred  Rhett,  kept  up  a  continu- 
ous fire  upon  the  ground  over  which  the  enemv 
advanced,  until  Brigadier-Gteneral  Taliaferro  ad- 
vanced his  pickets  to  the  front,  when  fliey 
ceased,  and  the  narrow  field  of  battle  was  quiet 
for  the  night 

Brigadier-General  TUiaferro,  who  had  been 
in  command  and  on  trench  duty  for  five  days, 
was  reheved  in  the  morning,  by  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Hagood. 

This  report,  ending  with  the  second  repulse 
of  the  enemy  from  Battery  Wagner,  will  be  con- 
tinued from  that  time.  The  operations  of  the 
enemy  from  that  date,  within  me  limits  of  my 
command,  have  changed  their  cliaracter.  In 
closing  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  express  my  high 
appreciation  of  the  distinguished  services  of 
Bngadier-General  Taliaferro,  who  commanded 
the  troops  in  Battery  Wagner  with  great  ability 
and  gallantry,  and  repulsed  the  memorable  as- 
sault of  the  eighteentn,  and  of  the  exceUont  con- 
duct of  Brigadier-Generals  Hagood  and  Colquitt, 
as  evidenced  in  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion, on  the  sixteenth.    Besides  these,  Colonel 
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Graham,  Twenty-first  South  Carolina  volunteers; 
Colonels  Olmstead  and  Harrison,  of  the  Georgia 
volunteers;  Lieutenant€olonel  P.  C:  Gail]ard, 
Charleston  battalion ;  LieutenantrOolonel  Tates, 
Captains  J.  C.  Mitchell,  Lesesne,  First  South 
Carolina  artillerjr ;  Captains  Chichester,  Mathews, 
Buckner,  Dixon,  Du  Pass,  and  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Harris  and  Captains  Ramsay  and  Barnwell, 
engpeers,  deserve  especial  consideration  for 
their  gallant  and  valuable  services. 

The  Signal  corps,  under  Lieutenant  Markoe, 
have  been  actively  emploved,  and  that  officer 
has  reported  Sergeant  /.  £.  Edgerton,  privates 
W.  8.  Lance,  E.  W.  Martin,  W.  D.  Du  ^ury,  A. 
Grimball,  and  F.  K.  Huger,  for  zeal  and  gallantry 
in  performing  their  duties  under  the  heavy  and 
continuous  fire  of  the  enemy. 

During  this  period  of  anxiety  and  activity, 
the  officers  serving  upon  the  dislrict  staff  have 
performed  their  duty  in  such  manner  as  to  en- 
able me  to  rely  with  confidence  upon  their  fur- 
ther exertions  during  the  continuance  of  the 
contest  I  feel  it  proper  to  refer,  with  special 
commendation,  to  Captain  William  F.  Nance, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  whom  I  have  more 
than  once  recommended  for  promotion,  and 
whose  services  become  steadily  more  valuable 
as  they  become  more  arduous.  I  have  also  to 
express  my  satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which 
their  respective  and  laborious  duties  have  been 
difichareed  by  Majors  Motte  A.  Pringle  and  C.  H. 
Juber,  Quartermasters,  and  Captain  C.  C.  Pinck- 
ney,  Ordnance  Officer,  Captain  B.  H.  Read,  A.  A. 
G.  and  Lieutenant  Schnierle,  A.  A.  D.  C,  were 
present  and  actively  engaged  in  the  operations 
of  the  sixteenth.  Lieutenants  Rogers  and  Wag- 
ner, A.  D.  C.  have  been  continuously  employed. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  services  of  Major 
J.  Motte  Middleton,'and  Captain  Thomas  D.  Ea- 
son,  upon  my  personal  staff 

The  limits  of  this  report  are  such,  that  it  may 
be  that  many  things  are  omitted  which  should 
be  mentioned  to  the  credit  of  many  meritorious 
officers,  and  these  I  will  endeavor  to  mention  in 
a  supplement 

Accompanying,  are  the  reports  of  Colonel  R 
T.  Graham,  of  the  action  of  the  tenth  instant, 
and  of  the  assault  on  the  rroming  of  the  eleventh ; 
of  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro,  of  the  operations 
of  the  troops  on  Morris  Island,  from  the  thir- 
teenth to  the  nineteenth  instant,  inclusive; 
of  Brigadier-General  Hagood,  of  the  engage- 
ment with  the  enemy's  pickets  on  James  Island, 
and  with  the  Pawnee,  in  the  Stono ;  of  Lieuten- 
ant Markoe,  Signal  Officer,  and  of  all  subordinate 
commanders. 

I  also  enclose  tabular  lists  of  the  killed,  wound- 
ed and  missing,  and  list  of  prisoners  captured 
during  the  period  of  this  report 
Very  respectfulljs 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  Ripley, 

&iga4ier-General ,  commanding. 

"h  appears  the  following  indorse- 


HSADQUAKIBS  SOUIB  CAVnnk,  GaOBGU  Jjn>  FlAKDA,  1 

CtaARUBVov,  BomB  CsaouHA,  AttgoBt  1,  IMS.  f 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  tlie  information  of 
the. War  Department  I  see  but  little  to  add  to 
this  clear  and  full  report  of  recent  operations  in 
this  quarter,  submitted  by  the  commanding 
General  of  this  district,  whose  disposition  of 
troops  and  general  conduct  of  the  responsible 
duties  intrusted  to  him,  I  beg  to  commend  to 
the  special  notice  of  his  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent 

In  connection,  however,  with  this  relation  of 
events,  between  the  ninth  and  nineteenth  ultimo, 
I  beg  to  call  attention  to  my  letters  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  of  the  tenth  May  and  twentieth 
July,  and  one  to  General  Cooper,  Adjutant  and 
Inspector-General,  dated  June  fifteenth,  as  con- 
taining information  essential  for  a  proper  knowl- 
edge of  the  situation. 

I  beg  leave  also  to  express  my  high  apprecia- 
tion 01  the  gallant  conauct  of  the  officers  and 
men  engaged,  especially  those  mentioned  by 
Brigadier-Generals  Ripley  and  Taliaferro,  and  by 
subordinate  commanders. 

The  conduct  of  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro 
during  the  operations  of  the  eighteenth  of  July, 
and  the  assault  on  Battery  Wagner  that  niglit, 
cannot  be  too  highly  commended.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  D.  B.  Harris,  Chief  Engineer,  present  on* 
that  occasion,  behaved  in  the  emergency  with 
characteristic  and  conspicuous  coolness,  energy 
and  professional  skill.  He  aided  materially  to 
repulse  the  enemy.  Accompanying  are  the  fol- 
lowing papers,  viz. : 

Repoct  of  Brigadier-€kneral  Taliaferro  and 
subordinate  commanders,  marked  **  A  ;**  report 
of  Colonel  R  T.  Graham  and  subordinate  com- 
manders, marked  "  B  ;*'  report  of  Lieutenant  F. 
Markoe,  commanding  Signal  corps,  marked  *'  C  ;** 
list  of  officers  and  men  captured  by  our  forces 
on  Morris  Island,  marked  *'  D ;"  papers  relative 
to  exchange  of  wounded  prisoners,  marked  "  E  ;"• 
and  list  of  negro  prisoners,  marked  "  F." 

G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Gcnorol,  oommaadfaag. 

REPORT  OF  BRiaADIER^E>fERAL  WHXIAM  &  TAUA- 
FERBO  OF  THE  BOMBARDMENT  AND  ASSMJUS  OF  POST 
WAGNER,  JULY  EIGHTEENTH,  1868. 

OkUBUmBL  BOGTB  Gaxouu,         1 

July  21,  1863./ 

Captain  Nance,  A,  A.  O. : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the 
information  of  the  Brigadier-General  command- 
ing the  District  of  South  Carolina,  the  opexa- 
tions  of  the  troops  of  my  command,  on  ^lorris 
Island,  during  the  week  commencing  M^onday, 
the  thirteenm  instant,  and  particularly  the  oc- 
currences of  Saturday,  the  eighteenth  instant, 
which  terminated  in  a  most  decisiye  and  over- 
whelming repulse  of  the  enemy : 

On  Monday,  the  thirteenth  instant^  I  ma^io 
such  an  inspection  of  parts  of  the  island  as  the 
limited  means  at  my  disposal  offered,  and  on 
Tuesday  morning  relieved  Colonel  Graham  i«f 
the  command  of  tlie  troops,  including  the  garri- 
sons of  Forts  Wagner  and  iGregg. 
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I  found  that  the  abolitionists  occupied  the 
island,  in  force,  from  the  southern  part  to 
Gregg's  Hill,  upon  which  they  were  ahready 
erecting  batteries,  and  had  constructed  a  signflJ 
station;  that  they  had  thrown  forward  their 
skirmishers  to  a  point  indicated  by  a  single 
pahnetto  tree,  one  mile  and  a  quarter  to  their 
front,  and  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from 
Fort  Wagner,  at  which  mst  post,  the  undulating 
and  successive  ranges  of  sand  hills  shielded 
them  and  their  operations  from  our  view. 

In  the  coiurse  of  the  morning,  their  riflemen 
gave  us  some  annoyance,  and  during  the  day, 
me  wooden  vessels  of  their  fleet,  aided  by  one 
torreted  iron-clad,  attacked  our  works,  throwing 
some  three  hundred  heavy  shell  and  shot  I 
determined  to  make  a  slight  reconnoissance  at 
night  (to  feel  the  enemy  and  to  add  to  the  con- 
fidence of  the  garnson),  and  ordered  a  party 
consisting  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  from 
various  commands,  under  Major  Ryan,  of  Nel- 
son's South  Carolina  battalion,  to  push  forward, 
drive  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  feel  its  way 
iintil  it  encountered  a  heavy  supporting  force. 
This  duty  was  gallantly  and  weU  penormed. 
Major  Ryan  pushed  the  pickets  and  first  reserve 
back  upon  a  reserve  brigade,  in  such  disorder 
that  the  latter  bred  upon  their  retreating  com- 
panies, inflicting  a  heavy  loss,  in  addition  to 
the  punishment  already  inflicted  by  Major 
Ryan. 

I  established  rifle-pits  some  two  hundred 
yards  outside  the  works  (the  nearest  practicable 
point),  and  made  such  dispositions  for  holding 
the  post  against  assaults  (by  assigning  each 
command  its  particular  position,  &c.)  as  were 
necessary. 

On  Wednesday,  Thursdav,  and  Friday,  the 
bombardment  was  kept  up  irom  the  fleet  firom 
ten  until  five  each  day ;  the  average  number  of 
projectiles  thrown  at  the  works  being  three  hun- 
dred daily ;  tlie  casualties  being  few,  and  the 
damage  to  the  fort  inappreciable,  our  work  hav- 
ing been  directed  up  to  this  time,  not  to  repairs, 
but  to  improvements  at  Forts  Wagner  and 
Gregg.  During  these  three  days,  the  enemy, 
under  cover  of  the  sand-hills,  erected  batteries 
on  land,  the  nearest  being  about  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  off,  and  others  extending  from  Gregg's 
Hill  to  the  left,  and  distant  about  one  mile  and 
three-quarters  from  Fort  Wagner.  These  bat- 
teries were  gradually  unmasked,  and  were,  with 
the  exception  of  the  first,  entirely  without  range 
of  c>ar  guns. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  eighteenth  instant, 
at  8.15  A.  M.,  the  enemy  naving  ofisclosed  his  land 
batteries,  brought  up  to  their  support  his  entire 
fleet,  consisting  of  me  h-onsides,  flag  ship ;  five 
monitors,  and  a  laree  number  of  wooden  steam 
^n-ships.  With  uiis  immense  circle  of  fire  by 
hmd  and  sea,  he  poured,  for  eleven  hours,  with- 
out cessation  or  intermission,  a  storm  of  shot  and 
shell  upon  Fort  Wagner,  which  is,  perhaps,  ud- 
eqoallcd  in  history. 

My  estimation  is  that  not  less  than  n*ne  thou- 
sand solid  shot  and  shell  of  all  sizes,  from  fifteen- 


inch  downwards,  were  hurled  durine  this 
period,  at  the  work ;  the  estimate  of  others  is 
very  much  greater.  The  garrison  of  the  fort  on 
this  day  consisted  of  the  Charleston  battalion, 
lieutenant^lonel  Gaillard  (whose  position  ex- 
tended from  the  sally-port,  in  Light-House  Inlet 
Greek  on  the  right,  to  the  left  until  it  rested  on 
Colonel  McKeatehin's  regiment,  Fifty-first  North 
Carolina),  which  extended  to  the  gun-chamber, 
opposite  the  bomb-proof  door,  at  which  point, 
and  extending  along  the  face  of  the  work  to  the 
left,  to  tlie  «dly-port  next  to  Fort  Qregg,  the 
Thirty-first  North  CaroUna,  Lieutenant&lonel 
Knight,  occupied  the  work.  These  positions  for 
the  in&ntry  were-  verified  by  frequent  inspec- 
tions, and  uie  several  commands  were  required 
to  sleep  in  position,  and  each  man  was  instructed 
as  to  uie  exact  point  which  he  should  ocoupv, 
and  which  in  any  moment  of  confusion  he  would 
be  required  to  gain  and  hold.  In  addition  to 
this,  a  small  portion  of  Hie  Thirty-first  North 
Carolina  were  held  as  a  reserve  in  the  parade, 
and  a  part  occupied  the  parapet  just  to  im  right 
of  the  sally-port  On  the  outside  of  the  fort  two 
compames  of  the  CSiarleston  battalion  held  the 
sand-hills  along  the  beach,  and  their  face  exteud- 
ingfrom  the  sally-port  to  the  sea  beach. 

The  artilleriste  occupied  the  several  gmhcham- 
bers,  and  two  light  field  pieces  were  placed  in 
battery,  outside  of  the  fort  on  the  traverse,  near 
the  sally-port.  The  artillery  command  consisted 
of  Captains  Tatum  and  Adams'  First  South  C^o- 
Una  in&ntry,  Buckner  and  Dixon's  Sixty-third 
Georgia  heavy  artillery,  and  Captain  Du  Pass, 
commanding  light  artillery,  all  under  the  general 
command  of  Lteutenan^Colonel  Simkins,  Chief 
of  Artillery.  The  infiemirv,  except  the  Charleston 
battalion,  and  the  artillery,  except  the  gun 
detachments,  were  placed,  shortly  after  the 
shelling  commenced,  under  cover  of  the  bomb- 
proofs.  The  first-named  battalion,  with  a  heroic 
intrepidity  never  surpassed,  animated  by  the 
splendid  example  of  their  field  officers,  Lieuten- 
ant^olonel  Ghullard  and  Major  Ramsay,  had  no 
protection,  except  such  as  the  parapet  afforded 
them,  yet  maintained  their  position  without 
flinching,  during  the  entire  day.  The  ten-inch 
gun  was  fired  at  intervals  of  ten  to  fifteen  min- 
utes, against  the  iron-dads,  and  the  heavy  guns 
on  the  land  face,  whenever  the  working  parties 
or  cannoniers  of  the  enemy  on  the  land  snowed 
^emselves  within  range.  The  mortar  in  charge 
of  Captam  Tatum  was  fired  every  half  hour. 

The  casualties  during  the  day,  from  the*  bom- 
bardment, did  not  exceed  eight  killed  and 
twenty  wounded. 

About  ten  o'clock,  the  flag  halyards  were  cut, 
and  the  Confederate  flag  blew  over  into  the  fort 
Instancy  Major  Ramsay,  of  the  Charleston  bat- 
talion, Lieutenant  Rudick?  Sixty-third  Georgia 
(artillery),  Sergeant  Shelton,  and  private  Flynn, 
Charleston  battalion,  sprang  forward  and  re- 
placed it  on  the  ramparts,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  Captain  Barnwell,  of  the  engineers,  dashed 
out,  seized  a  battle-flag,  and  erected  it  by  the 
side  of  the  garrison  flag.    This  flag  was  subse- 
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^uently  shot  awaj,  and  replaced  by  private  G. 
l-illeland,  Gharleeton  battauon. 

Ab  night  approached,  the  increased  severity 
of  the  bombardment  plainly  indicated  that  an 
assanlt  would  be  made,  and  orders  were  issned 
to  the  coomiand  to  prepare  to  man  the  ram- 
parts. 

At  a  qnarter  to  eight,  the  lines  of  the  enemy 
were  seen  adyancin^,  and  l^o  bombardment 
slackened  to  an  occasional  shell  from  the  ships 
and  land  batteries.  As  the  enemy  advanced 
they  were  met  by  a  shower  of  grape  and  canis- 
ter from  onr  gnns,  and  a  terrible  fire  of  musketry 
from  the  Charleston  battalion  and  Fifty-first 
North  Carolina.  These  two  commands  gaflantly 
maintained  their  position,  and  drove  the  enemy 
back  qnicMy  from  their  front,  with  immense 
slaughter. 

In  the  meantime,  on  the  left  of  the  work,  the 
Thirly-first  North  OeuroUna  could  not  be  induced 
to  occupy  their  position,  and  in^lorioudv  de- 
serted tne  ramparts,  when,  no  resistance  being 
offeredSt  this  point,  the  advance  of  the  enemy, 
pushing  forward,  entered  the  ditch,  and  ascended 
the  work,  at  the  extreme  left  salient  of  tiie  land 
face,  and  occupied  it. 

I  at  once  directed  LieutenantX!olonel  Gaillard 
to  keep  np  a  severe  enfilading  fire  to  his  left, 
and  directed  the  field  pieces  on  the  left  of  the 
fort,  outside  of  the  sally-port,  to  direct  their  fire 
to  the  right,  so  as  to  sweep  the  ditch  and  exte- 
rior slope  of  that  part  of  the  work  thus  occupied, 
and  thus  at  the  same  time  prevented  the  enemy 
from  beine  supported  at  tmit  point,  and  cut  on 
all  hope  of  his  escape. 

The  main  body  of  the  enemy,  after  a  brief 
attempt  to  pass  over  the  field  of  fire,  retreated 
under  the  mre  of  our  artillery  and  tiie  shells  of 
Fort  Sumter,  and  must  have  suffered  heavily  as 
long  as  they  were  within  the  range  of  our  guns. 

Colonel  Harris,  of  the  engineers,  to  whose 
skill  I  am  much  indebted,  and  whose  coolness 
and  gallantry  were  most  conspicuous  during  the 
previous  day,  placed  a  howitzer  on  the  nskt  of 
the  fort  outside  the  beach,  and  co-operated  widi 
the  guns  on  the  left. 

Thinking  it  advisable  to  dislodge  the  enemy 
at  once,  before  they  had  time  to  communicate 
their  temporary  success,  I  called  for  volunteers 
to  dislodge  them.  This  call  was  promptly  met 
by  Major  xMcDonald,  of  the  Fifty-first  North 
tSarolina  infentry,  and  by  C^tain  Ryan,  Charles- 
ton battalion.  I  Selected  Captain  Kyan's  com- 
pany, and  directed  them  to  charge  the  enemy  in 
the  salient. 

This  work  they  advanced  to-with  great  spirit, 
but  unfortunatelv  Captain  Ryan  was  killed  at 
the  moment  of  tne  aavance,  and  his  men  hesi- 
tated, and  the  opportunity  was  lost 

Wherever  the  eneny  lihowed  themselves  a 
sharp  fire  was  kept  up  upon  them  by  the  Fifty- 
first  North  Carolina,  and  After  considerable  in- 
jury thus  inflicted,  a  part^  of  the  Thirty-second 
Georgia  regiment  having  been  sent  along  the 
parapet  to  the  left  and  on  the  top  of  the  maga- 
une  to  approach  tiieir  rear,  they  surrendered. 


In  front  of  the  fort,  the  soene  of  otraage  is 
indescribable.  The  repulse  was  overwhelmiDg, 
and  the  loss  of  the  enemy  could  not  have  been 
less  than  two  thousand  (2,000)  in  killed,  woondr* 
ed,  and  prisoners,  perhaps  much  more. 

Our  losiB  I  estimate  at  fifty  killed,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  wounded,  but  will  forward  an 
exact  return. 

The  assailants  consisted  of  troops  from  Con- 
necticut, Pennsylvania,  New  Hamphire,  Ohio, 
and  New  York,  and  tdie  Fifty-fourth  Massachu- 
setts negro  regiment  (under  Colonel  Sbaw,  who 
was  killed),  under  tiie  command  of  Brigadier- 
Greneral  Strong.  The  supports  were  Gcnnmanded 
by  Br^eadier-General , 

I  win  hereafter  make  a  supplementary  report^ 
and  give  such  details  as  may  be  required. 

As  to  the  damage  done  to  the  work  and  guns, 
I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to  the  reports  of 
the  Engineer  OfiBoer  and  Chief  of  Artillet^, 
which  will  be  forwarded. 

I  will  remark  this,  whilst  the  injury  done  to 
the  work  is  considerable,  it  is  much  less  than 
could  have  been  expected,  and  the  damage  to 
the  guns,  it  is  hoped,  may  be  repaired  in  a  short 
time. 

In  conclusion,  whilst  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  men- 
tion the  disgraceful  conduct  of  me  Thirty-first 
North  Carolina  infantry,  I  am  proud  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  efficiency  and  gaUantiy  of  the 
other  troops. 

Colonel  McKeatchin's  regiment,  Fifty-first 
North  Carolina  in&ntry,  redeemed  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  Thirty-first  regiment.  They  gal- 
lantly sought  their  positions  under  a  heavy 
shelune,  and  maintained  it  during  the  actioik 
ColonelMcKeatchin,  LdeutenantrCoIonel Hobeon, 
and  Major  McDonald,  are  the  field-officers  of  this 
renment,  and  deserve  special  mention. 

The  Charleston  battalion  distingui^ed  them- 
selves, not  only  by  their  gallantry,  but  by  their 
discipline,  and  cool  performance  of  their  duty, 
and  obedience  to  orders  under  the  excitement 
and  confusion  always  incident  to  a  night  attack. 

lieutenaut^olonel  Gaillard,  and  the  brave 
Major  Ramsay,  who,  I  regret  to  say,  was  severe- 
ly wounded,  deserve  the  hig&est  expression  of 
commendation  for  their  conduct  during  the  bom- 
bardment and  assault 

The  artillery  behaved  throughout  the  day 
with  remarkable  courage.  LientenantOolonel 
Simkins  had  a  most  severe  duty  to  perform  dur- 
ing the  day,  in  directing  the  operati(Hi8  of  the 
artillery.    This,  unflinchingly  and  admirably,  he 

Eerformed,  and  after  the  enemy*a  heavy  gans 
ad  ceased,  he  mounted  the  parapet  and  e» 
couraged  the  infantry.  There,  on  the  rao^^arts, 
in  the  front,  this  admirable  soldier  and  acoom* 
plished  gentleman  sealed  his  devotion  to  our 
cause  by  an  early  but  most  heroic  death. 

Captains  Buclmer  and  Dixon,  Sixty-third  G««t- 
^ia,  and  Captain  Adams,  First  South  Garolim 
infantry,  deserve  especial  mention ;  but  I  decirr 
to  bring  most  conspicuously  to  the  notice  of  the 
Brigadier-General  commanding,  the  name  c«f 
Lieutenant  Poore,  whose  coobaKiy  skill  aad  ^ai* 
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lantiy  w«re  tmsturpaBsed.    I  regret  to  Bay  he 
waa  eeverely  wonndisd. 

I  would  also  especially  meotion  lieutenant 
Watens,  commanding  tbe  field  pieces  on  the  left 
of  the  works,  who  was  conspicnoos  for  his  galr- 
lantry,  and  was  severely  wonnded ;  and  the 
skill,  coolness,  and  gallan^  of  Captain  Da  Pass, 
who  assumed  command  of  his  pieces  after  his 
faU.  These  pieces  rendered  most  important 
service. 

I  have  doubtless  omitted  the  names  of  many 
officers  whose  gallantry  should  be  recorded,  and 
shall,  in  a  subsequent  report,  endeavor  to  do 
Justice  to  an. 

I  must,  in  conclusion,  mention  the  good  con- 
duct of  Seigeant  Williams,  of  Lieutenant  Poore's 
company,  and  Corporal  Gonneway ,  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Georgia  battalion,  who  greatly  distin- 
gliished  themselves. 

To  the  officers  of  my  personal  staff  I  am  under 
oblleations. 

I  lament  to  recOTd  the  death  of  the  gallant 
Captain  Warin|f,  A.  A.  D.  C,  and  the  wounding 
of  Captain  Twiggs,  Inspector-Oeneral,  and  Cap- 
tain Stony,  A.  D.  C,  who  were  stricken  down, 
nobly  discharging  their  duty. 

To  Captain  Taliaferro,  A.  A.  G.,  Lieutenants 
Ifazyck  and  Cunningham,  Ordnance  Officer^ ,  and 
Meade,  A.  D.  C,  and  to  Surgeon  Habersham, 
Major  Holcombe,  and  Captain  Boot^,  I  tender 
my  thanks  for  their  aid,  £c.,  during  the  course 
of  the  week.  I  would  especially  mention  Cap- 
tain Barnwell,  of  the  eneineers. 

In  the  early  part  of  ike  week,  the  commands 
of  Colonel  Olmstead,  Lieutenant^lonel  Capers, 
Major  Harney,  and  Major  Bosinger,  of  Lieuten- 
ant>Colonel  Nelson  and  Lieutenan^Colonel  Dant- 
zler,  and  the  artillery  under  the  admirable  man- 
agement of  Lieutenan^Colonel  Tates,  wiih  sudi 
officers  as  Captains  Mathews  and  Chichester, 
deserve  great  credit  for  their  bravery  afed  zeaL 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Very  respectfully. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
William  B.  Taliapebso, 

Brfgadier-OeiMnl. 

BnOADEER  GENERAL  R  a  BIPLEY'S  REPORT  OF  THE 
DEFENCE  OF  CHARLESTON.  FROM  THE  FIRST  TO  THE 
TWE2mEIB  OF  AUGUST,  18(S8,  INCLUSIVE. 

HsAOQiTiASnsBa  Fan  Mojxabt  Dbrbict,       ) 
Ca^BUBSnnr,  August  21, 1868.  j 

Briffadier^Qenertd  Thomm  Jordan^   Chief  of 

Gsni&al  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  va- 
rious operations  for  the  defence  of  Charleston 
against  the  present  attack,  from  the  first  of  Au- 
^st,  on  which  day  Colonel  L.  M.  Keitt,  of  the 
Twentieth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  relieved 
Brigadier-Oeneral  Clingman,  in  c(»nmand  of  Bat- 
tery Wagner. 

The  work  of  repair  and  strengthening  Bat- 
tery Wagner  had  been  progressed  with  until  the 
batteiy  had  become  quite  as  strong  as  it  origi- 
nally was.  The  commanding  General  having  de- 
termined to  keep  up  an  mcreased  armament, 


spare  carriages  and  chassis  and  one  ten-inch 
gan  were  (rtmsported,  on  the  night  of  the  thir- 
tieth of  July,  to  Battery  Wagner,  and  arrange- 
ments made  for  getting  them  in  position.  This 
delicate  and  important  work  was  accompUshed 
under  the  direction  of  Iieutenant<k)lonef  Yates, 
by  Captain  Frank  Harleston,  First  South  Caro- 
lina artillery,  and  Mr.  A.  D.  Laooste,  with  Cap- 
tain Harleston's  company,  First  South  Carolina 
artillery,  assisted  by  heavy  details  from  the  gar- 
rison of  Batterer  Wagner.  The  enem^  during 
the  day  was  pnncipa]Iy  employed  on  ms  works 
of  attack,  but  kept  up  an  occasional  fire  upon 
the  battery,  doing  no  damaee. 

In  the  evenine  he  opened  on  the  light  draft 
steamer  Chesterfield,  at  Commins'  Point,  driving 
her  off,  and,  for  the  first  time,  attempting  to  in- 
terrupt our  communication  with  Morris  Island. 

The  Fifty-fourth  Georgia  regiment  n^as  re- 
lieved from  Morris  Island  by  the  Cliarleston  bat- 
talion. The  Runs  of  Battery  Wagner  were  gen- 
erally silent  during  Utie  day.  Fort  Sumter  and 
Battery  Gregg  opened  upon  the  enemy  wltenever 
they  were  observed  at  work  within  range.  Bat- 
tery Simpkins,  at  Shell  Point,  kept  up  a  steady 
fire. 

Our  works  in  process  of  erection  on  James* 
Island,  progressed  steadily,  and  tiie  troops  in 
that  locality  were  held  in  readiness  for  such 
movements  as  might  become  necessary,  under 
Brigadier-General  Taliaferro. 

Durinff  the  morning  of  the  second,  Battery 
Simkins  kept  up  its  fire  on  the  enemy's  works, 
which  did  not  reply  until  abqut  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  when  they  opened  sharply  from 
the  land  works  and  one  gunboat,  keeping  up  a 
fire  durii^  most  of  the  attemoon,  which  was  re- 
plied to  by  Batteries  Wagner,  Gregg,  Simkins, 
and  Fort  Sumter.  At  night  the  enemy  again 
opened,  with  mortars  and  rarrott  guns,  towards 
Cummins'  Point,  to  cut  off  the  communication. 
No  material  damage  occurred,  and  in  oti^er  por- 
tions of  this  command  all  was  quiet 

The  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries  was  kept 
up  on  Battery  Wagner  quite  steadily  during  tne 
morning  of  me  thurd,  having  the  effect  of  kill- 
ing one  man  and  wounding  two  officers  and 
twelve  privates,  most  of  tnem  slishtiy.  Bat- 
tery Wagner  replied  but  littie  to  me  enemy!s 
fire,  the  garrison  being  at  work.  The  carriages 
for  the  two  ten-inch  guns  proved  to  be  so  baaly 
fitted  as  to  cause  d^y  in  getting  them  ready 
for  service.  Fort  Sumter  and  the  exterior  bat- 
teries kept  up  a  fire  on  the  enemy's  advanced 
works.  At  night  the  Twentieth  South  Carolina 
volunteers  and  detachments  of  the  Fifty-first 
North  Carolina  regiment,  were  relieved  by  the 
Twenty-first  South  Carolina  volimteers.  As  the 
communication  by  means  of  steamers  was  quite 
dangerous,  the  exchange  was  effected  bv  means 
of  small  boats,  manned  by  crews  from  the  navy. 

These  performed  their  duty  well,  and  my 
thanks  are  due  to  Flag  Officer  J.  R.  Tucker,  U. 
S.  N.,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  command, 
for  ^e  valuable  assistance  rendered. 

The  fourth  passed  very  quietiy  on  Morris 
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Island,  there  being  very  little  firing  on  eitiier 
Bide.  Only  the  nsual  auties  occurred  in  oilier 
parts  of  the  command. 

On  the  fifth,  the  two  ten*4nch  gnns  and  other 
armament  of  Battery  Wagner  were  in  readiness 
for  action.  The  enemy  showing  bnt  litfle  dispo- 
sition to  engage  with  his  iron-dads,  the  ten-inch 
guns  were  kept  masked  nntil  such  timeaSk^he 
should  come  to  close  action.  On  land  he  was 
busy  putting  down  mortar  platforms.  His  fire 
was  principally  from  Gohom  mortars  at  our 
sharpshooters  from  the  Twentieth  South  Caro- 
lina volunteers  and  the  Charleston  battalion; 
who,  armed  with  Whitworth  rifles,  caused  him 
serious  annoyance. 

During  the  night  the  Eighth  North  Ouolma 
relieved  the. Nineteenth  G^eoma,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  the  Twentieth  South  Carolina  volun- 
teers, Captains  Chichester's  and  Mathews'  com- 
Sanies  of  artillery,  relieved  Captains  Miles'  and 
[unter's.  The  difTerent  detachments  of  artil- 
lery from  light  batteries  and  siege  trains  were 
also  changed.  This  work  was  accomplished,  as 
before,  under  the  direction  of  Major  Motte  A. 
Pringle,  Quartermaster,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  navy. 

The  enemy  having  established  an  anno3ring 
picket  guard  at  an  trnfinished  battery  at  the 
mouth  of  Vincent's  Creek,  he  was  attacked,  at 
about  nine  o'clock,  by  a  party  from  the  navy 
and  from  the  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina  volun- 
teers, under  Lieutenant  Commanding  Warley  of 
the  Confederate  States  steamer  Chicora,  Captain 
Sellers  commanding  the  land  forces.  The  party 
proceeded  in  four  boats,  guided  by  Mr.  J.  Fra- 
ser  Mathews,  to  the  northern  entrance  of  Light- 
house Creek,  where  Captain  Sellers  landed  and 
proceeded  against  the  enemy's  picket.  Lieu- 
tenant Warley,  with  two  boats,  went  round  to 
the  mouth  of  Vincent's  Creek  to  cut  6f  the  ene^ 
my's  barges.  A  brisk  sku-mish  ensued,  which 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  one  boat,  with  one 
Captain  and  ten  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  enemy,  of  which  the  Captain 
and  four  non-commissioned  officera  and  privates 
were  wounded,  one  mortally.  The  remainder 
of  the  enemy's  party  were  driven  off  in  another 
boat  under  a  heavy  fire,  which  undoubtedly 
caused  them  some  damage.  On  our  side,  one 
private  of  the  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina  vol- 
unteers was  killed. 

Brigadier-General  He^ood  relieved  Colonel 
Keitt  m  the  command  of  our  forces  on  Morris 
Island  on  the  sixth,  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  Welsh- 
man Brown  relieving  Major  Warley  in  command 
of  the  artillery.  The  Sixty-fl*«t  North  Carolina 
regiment  relieved  the  Charleston  battalion  dur- 
ing the  night  The  operations  of  the  enemy  were 
very  quietly  conducted.  Throughout  the  com- 
mand the  work  of  preparation  went  on,  Fort 
Sumter  and  Battery  Simkins  firing  occasionally, 
during  the  day,  whenever  the  enemy's  parties 
were  working  within  range. 

A  thirty-two-pounder,  rifled,  was  transported 
to  and  mounted  on  Battery  Wagner  during  the 
night  of  the  sixth,  and  the  wor£i  on  both  sides 


progressed  wiHiout  interrnptioii  thronglioat  the 
seventh,  except  from  sbarpehooters,  of  wh<Ha 
ours  from  Battery  Wagner  annoyed  the  enemy 
to  a  considerable  extent  At  night,  being  at- 
tracted by  the  communication  of  a  steamer  with 
Cummins'  Point,  the  enemy  s^nt  u^  a  rocket 
from  the  fleet  opposite  Battery  Wagner,  when 
his  land  batteries  opened  heavily  on  the  supposed 
locality  of  the  steamer,  and  kept  up  the  fire  until 
near  daylight  It  was  replied  to  by  Fort  Som- 
ter  and  Battery  Simkins.  No  damage  was  done 
to  the  steamer. 

On  the  eighth  a  working  party  of  the  enemy 
was  discovered  to  the  east  of  Black  Isbnd,  either 
building  a  bridge  or  battery.  It  waa  opened 
upon  from  Battery  Haskell,  and  the  work  ceased 
for  the  time.  During  the  day  the  firing  at  in- 
tervals from  Sumter,  Greg^,  and  Simkins  was 
kept  up ;  but  the  enemy  remained  comparatively 
qniet  until  evening,  when  he  opened  witli  mor- 
tars and  Parrott  guns,  principally  on  Battery 
Wagner,  keeping  up  the  oannonacle  until  near 
five  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  ninth. 

On  the  nintii  operations  were  continued,  the 
enemy  being  greatly  annoyed  by  our  sharp- 
shooters, and  occasionally  opening  fire  with  great 
spirit  and  rapidity,  to  endeavor  to  dislodge  mem. 
At  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  ene- 
my's land  batteries  opened,  shelling  briskly  from 
their  mortars  towards  Battery  Wagner  and  the 
landing  at  Cummins'  Point 

Dunng  the  night  of  the  ninth  the  Eighth 
North  C^olina  regiment  was  relieved  by  Colonel 
Oknstead's  command  of  Geoigia  troops,  and  the 
detadmient  of  couriers  from  the  Fifth  South 
Carolina  cavalry  by  others  of  the  same  re^ment. 

On  the  tenth  the  enemy  were  very  b«isily  at 
work,  and  although  Fort  Sumter  and  Battery 
Sin^ns  kept  up  a  steady  fire,  they  caused  him 
but  little  interruption,  and  he  succeeded  in  ap- 
proaching about  one  hundred  yards  in  advance 
of  his  former  position  of  attack. 

During  the  day  he  kept  quiet,  except  firing 
from  his  sharpshooters,  which  was  replied  to 
with  spirit  and  efiect  by  ours,  until,  at  about 
five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  his  land  batteries, 
of  both  mortar  and  Parrott  guns,  opened  briskly. 
No  great  damage  was  effected  beyond  knockiBg 
off  me  wheel  of  a  carronade,  which  was  soon 
replaced. 

Colonel  Harrison,  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Georgia 
regiment,  relieved  Brigadier-<reneral  Hagood  in 
command  of  our  troops  on  Morris  Island,  but  tiie 
fire  of  the  enemy  interfered  seriously  with  the 
relief  of  the  troops  on  Morris  Island,  he  having 
erected  a  large  Drummond  light  in  a  poaition  to 
brightly  illiuninate  the  landing.  The  steamers 
engaged  in  the  transfer  were  withdrawn,  and  the 
relief  discontinued  for  the  night 

Colonel  Olmstead  relieved  Colonel  Graham  in 
the  command  of  Fort  Johnson,  which  was  made 
a  depot  for  the  troops  relieving  the  garrison  of 
Morris  Island.  lieutenant^^lonel  J.  A.  Tatea 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  artillery  at 
Batteries  Simkins  and  Cheves,and  at  Fort  John- 
son. 
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At  about  seven  o'clock  on  tbe  morning  of  the 
eleventii,  the  enemy's  land  batteries  and  moni- 
tors opened  heavily  on  Battery  Wagner,  but  the 
monitors  soon  withdrew.  The  fire  from  the 
land  batteries  was,  however,  kept  np  with  more 
or  less  spirit  during  the  day,  and  replied  to  by 
Fort  Bnmter,  Batteries  Simkins  and  wegg.  The 
damage  to  onr  works  was  slight. 

Daring  the  night  of  the  eleventh  the  relief  of 
the  garrison  by  fresh  troops  was  accomplished, 
with  Iftie  asnstance  of  the  boats  of  the  navy. 
So  soon  as  it  had  been  finished.  Colonel  Harrison 
opened  fire  upon  the  enemy's  working  parties 
nearest  Battery  Wagner,  interfering  with  and 
pntting  a  stop  for  the  time  to  their  progress. 

Fort  Sumter  and  Battery  Simkins  also  kept  np 
a  steady  fire  on  the  approaches.  The  enemy  re- 
plied from  his  land  batteries,  Parrotts,  and 
mortars,  doing  some  damage  to  the  bomb- 
proofs,  but  without  inflicting  any  casualty  on 
onr  side. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twelfth,  the  enemy 
opened  with  two-hundred-ponnd  Parrott  shot 
and  ^ell  upon  Fort  Snmter  from  his  batteries 
near  the  foot  of  Craig's  Hill,  on  Morris  Island, 
a  distance  of  about  five  thousand  yards.  Wher- 
ever the  shot  struck  light  ibasonrv  it  did  serious 
damage.  The  heavy  masonry  of  concrete  and 
tile  revetments  of  sand  were  not  matenallv 
damaged.  The  fort  was  struck  seventeen  times. 
The  transport  steamer  £[ibben,  lyine  at  the  wharf 
of  Fort  Sumter,  was  shot  through  her  boiler, 
scalding  and  injuring  nine  negro  hands  on 
board. 

The  enemy  was  observed  from  Battery  Wag- 
ner building  a  work  at  their  extreme  left  Colonel 
Rhett,  commanding  Fort  Sumter ;  Captain  Mitch- 
eU,  commanding  Battery  Simkins,  and  Captain 
L^sne,  commanding  Battery  Gregg,  directed 
their  fire  upon  his  parties,  which  were  dispersed 
and  the  work  stopped. 

At  dark  Battery  Wagner  opened  oh  the  ene- 
my's works  immediately  in  its  front  with  eight 
guns,  and  kept  a  steady  Sate^  at  intervals,  through- 
out me  night.  Sumter  and  Simkins  also  kept 
up  a  steady  fire,  and  no  progress  in  advance  was 
made  by  the  enemy.  His  rearmost  batteries, 
however,  were  in  progress,  and  a  continued 
reply  was  kept  to  the  fire  of  Battery  Wagner, 
with  shots  at  Battery  Gregg  to  interrupt  com- 
munication. 

The  effect  was  to  kill  one  and  wound  four  of 
tbe  garrison  at  Battery  Wa^er,  and  I  regret  to 
add  that  of  the  latter  Captain  J.  C.  Gray,  of  Lu- 
cas's battalion  of  artilleTy,  a  gallant  and  accom- 
plished young  officer  of  high  promise,  was  mor- 
tally iniured.    He  has  since  died. 

On  we  thirteenth  the  enemy  several  times  un- 
dertook to  repair  the  damage  to  their  advance, 
but  were  repulsed  by  a  me  skilfully  directed 
against  them  from  lottery  Warner.  Finding 
that  it  was  difficult  to  proceed  with  his  ap- 
proaches, he  fell  back  to  his  roar  batteries,  and 
with  his  naval  force  opened  fire  -oii  Battery 
Wagner  and  Battery  Gregg.  Fort  Sumter  and 
Battery  Simkins  replied,  and  the  sharpshooters 


at  Battery  Wagner  kept  tiiose  of  the  enemy  quiet 
during  the  day. 

One  man  was  mortally  wounded  at  Battery 
Gr^g.  During  the  afternoon,  the  heavy  Parrott 
guns  of  the  enemy  opened  on  Fort  Sumter,  of 
which  several  struck  the  gorge  wall  and  the  re- 
inforce to  the  western  magazine,  injuring  the 
brick  work  to  a  considerable  extent,  but  not 
sufficiency  to  cause  any  serious  apprehension 
of  a  speeay  penetration  of  the  defences  on  that 
side.  One  falling  in  the  interior  of  the  work 
injured  temporarily  a  mortar  platform. 

The  Twelfth  Georgia  battalion  was  relieved 
from  Morris  Island  during  the  night,  bringing 
the  garrison  to  about  the  strength  of  eleven 
hundred,  as  ordered  by  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral 

During  the  fourteenth  the  enemy  remained 
remarkably  quiet,  firing  only  occasionally,  replied 
to  by  our  batteries,  At  night  Fort  Sumter  was 
struck  five  times  by  land  batteries,  and  once 
from  a  gunboat,  with  slight  damage.  Batterv 
Wagner,  opened  fire,  first  at  intervals,  to  which 
the  enemy  replied  with  all  the  guns  he  could 
bring  to  bear.  Our  guns  were  allowed  to  re- 
main quiet  for  a  time,  to  permit  him  to  bring 
up  his  working  parties,  when  they  were  re- 
opened with  vigor,  putting  a  stop  to  his  opera- 
tions, and,  from  tiie  report  of  our  advanced 
pickets,  it  is  believed  that  serious  loss  was  in- 
flicted upon  him.  His  operations  against  other 
points  consisted  only  in  occasional  snots,  wliich 
were  replied  to  from  our  batteries. 

On  the  fifteeth  the  enemy  fired  occasionally 
at  Battery  Wagner,  and  was  at  work  principally 
on  his  long  range  batteries  at  the  southern  part 
of  Morris  Island.  A  few  shots  were  directed 
at  Fort  Sumter  during  the  evening.  Colonel  L. 
M.  Keitt,  of  the  Twentieth  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment, relieved  Colonel  Harrison  in  command  of 
the  troops  on  Morris  Island.  The  Twentieth 
South  Carolina  volunteers  relieved  the  Fif(y- 
first  North  Carolina  at  Battety  W^ner.  A  brisk 
artillery  action  was  kept  up  between  our  bat- 
ties  on  Morris  Island  and  those  of  the  enemy, 
and  one  of  the  monitors  threw  several  shells  at 
tiie  transport  steamer  Sumter.  Battery  Sim- 
kins and  Fort  Sumter  kept  up  a  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  approaches. 

During  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  the  enemy 
kept  up  a  vigorous  fire,  both  vertical  and  direct, 
on  Battery  Wagner  and  Battery  Gregg,  until  about 
half-past  four  o'clock  on  the  sixteenth,  when  it 
ceased.  It  was  replied  to  by  Sumter,  Gregg, 
and  Simkins  at  intervals.  From  Battery  Wag- 
ner the  fire  wast)ontinuous  and  slow  until  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  a  general  dis- 
charge took  place  along  the  whole  front,  caua- 
ing  interruption  to  the  advancing  works  of  the 
enemy.  The  enemy's  batteries  were  universally 
quiet  during  the  sixteenth,  so  far  as  Wagner  and 
Gregg  were  concerned;  but  during  tiie  after- 
noon he  opened  on  Fort  Sumter,  apparently  to 
get  the  range,  firing  forty-eight  shots,  of  which 
four  passea  over,  four  or  five  fell  short,  ten 
struck  inside,  and  the  remainder  outside  the 
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foru  Whenever  the  shot  etmok  the  lighter 
brickwork  it  did  considerable  damage,  and  dis- 
abled a  twenty-four  pounder  in  the  gorge,  by 
loosening  the  pintle  throngh  the  masonry.  Dm^ 
ing  the  night  the  Twenty-first  South  Carolina 
volunteers  relieved  Oolonel  Olmstead's  com- 
mand on  Morris  Island.  The  artillery  com- 
mands and  couriers  were  also  relieved  by  de- 
tachments from  their  respective  regiments  and 
battalions,  and  about  twelve  o'clock  Battery 
Warper  opened  on  the  enemv,  keeping  up  a 
contmuous  fire  during  the  night  Fort  Bumter 
and  Battery  Simkins  also  kept  up  their  prac- 
tice. 

On  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth  the  enemy 
opened  with  mee  two-hundred-pound  Parrott 
guns  and  one  one-hundred-pounder  on  Fort 
Sumter,  at  distances  vamng  from  two  and  a 
quarter  to  three  miles.  This  fire  was  kept  up, 
with  but  little  intermission,  throughout  the 
morning.  At  twenty-fii^  minutes  past  nine  the 
Ironsides  and  six  monitors  came  into  action 
against  Fort  Sumter,  Batteries  Warner  and 
Gregg,  directing  their  shots  principal^  at  Sum- 
ter. At  a  auarter  before  eleven  they  came  with- 
in about  three  thousand  vards  of  Fort  Sumter, 
when  Colonel  Rhett  opened  his  batteries.  Colonel 
Butler,  from  Fort  Moultrie,  had  opened  a  few 
guns,  but  a  large  force  of  negroes  being  at  work 
on  his  front,  he  was  directed  to  discontinue  his 
fire.  The  Ironsides  and  the  monitors  were 
struck  repeatedly;  and  at  ten  minutes  before 
one  o'clock  th(&  rapid  firing  ceased,  the  fleet 
withdrawing  from  the  contest  *  One  of  the 
monitors,  during  the  action,  left  the  squadron 
and  steamed  rapidly  down  the  channel  to  the 
wooden  fleet  of  the  enemy,  and  soon  after  all 
their  flags  were. observed  to  be  flying  at  half- 
mast  Six  hundred  and  twelve  shots  and  shell 
had  been  fired  at  Fort  Siunter,  of  which  most 
struck.  The  casualties  in  the  fort  were  one 
man  killed ;  Lieutenant  John  Middleton,  Lieu- 
tenant Julius  Rhett,  Lieutenant  Johnson,  enei- 
neer,  and  ten  privates  slightly  wounded.  The 
fort  was  seriously  injured  on  the  north-west  face ; 
one  nine-inch  Damgren  gun,  three  forty-two- 
pounders  and  one  eight-inch  columbiad  dibbled. 
During  the  afternoon  the  land  batteries  re-open- 
ed their  fire  heavily  upon  the  fort,  cutting 
deeply  into  the  gorge  wall  and  adding  much  to 
the  damage  of  the  north-western  face,  and  dis- 
abling a  ten-inch  columbiad.  By  night  the 
enemy  had  thrown  nine  hundred  and  fortyeiirht 
shot,  of  which  four  hundred  and  forty-five 
struck  outside ;  two  hundred  and  se ventv  passed 
over.  Battery  Wagner,  whicb  received  its  full 
share  of  the  enemy's  fire,  vfOA  but  little  dam- 
aeed ;  but  sustained  a  serious  loss  in  the  dea^ 
of  Captain  Wampler,  of  the  engineers,  a  gallant 
and  accomplished  officer,  who  was  killed  by  a 
shell  from  the  enemy's  fleet  while  faithfully 
performing  his  arduous  duties.  Battery  Chevee 
was  opened  on  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth, 
at  nine  o'clock,  with  four  eight-inch  columbiads 
and  four  eight-inch  nav  v  guns  on  ship  carriages. 
The  fire  was  kept  up  throughout  the  day  with 


the  ooluBfajads  at  1^  «DMi|y*8  woika  on  Monis 
Island,  and  working  parties  in  the  marsh,  hav- 
ing the  effect  of  annoying  the  fonner  and 
dj]^ersin^  the  latter.  The  four  eigh^ioch 
navy  carriages  were  found  to  be  inadequate  to 
stand  the  elevation  and  ranffe,  and  dismouoted 
their  g^uns  after  about  an  nour.  They  wen 
directed  to  be  re-mounted  on  columbiad  car- 
riages and  repwired  for  service  as  speedily  as 
possible.  Battery  £[aakell  also  opened  on  the 
enemy's  workiog  parties  between  Moxxia  aod 
Black  Islands. 

During  the  night  of  the  seventeenth,  the 
enemy  remained  comparatively  qBiet  The 
troops  on  Morris  Islana  were  resupplied,  and  a 
large  quantity  of  ammunition  and  storps  were 
removed  from  Fort  Sumter  to  Sullivan's  Island. 

Earlv  on  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth,  the 
Ironsides,  two  monitors,  and  the  enemy  s  land 
batteries  opened  upon  Fort  Sumter  and  Bai> 
tery  Wagner.  The  battery  and  forts  replied 
slowly.  Batteries  Simkins  and  Qheves  also 
opened  upon  the  enemy,  annoying  them  to  a 
considerable  extent;  but  on  account  oC  the 
miserable  quality  of  our  fuses,  only  by  the 
striking  of  die  shells,  but  few  bmrst 

Before  two  o'clock,  the  Ironsides  and  monitora 
retired,  the  land  batteries  alone  keeping  up  the 
cannoimde,  with  the  effect  of  causing  the  waB 
on  the  north-west  face  of  Sumter  to  project  and 
cutting  well  away  into  the  gorge.  During  the 
afternoon  the  Ironsides  and  five  monitois  took 
up  position  in  line,  and  with  the  knd  batterici 
kept  up  heavy  fire,  taking  the  north-west  £ace 
in  reverse,  disabling  ^e  remaining  guns,  and 
two  ten-inch  columbiads  on  the  norubeastlace ; 
two  guns  on  the  west  face  remaining  were  alft> 
disabled,  besides  the  seven-inch  Brooke  gun  in 
the  south-west  angle. 

The  enemy  ceased  his  fire  about  seven  o'idock 
p.  M.,  having  thrown  eight  hundred  and  seventj* 
six  shot  and  shell,  of  which  four  himdred  and 
fifty-two  struck  outside,  two  hundred  and  forty- 
four  inside,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty  went 
over.  One  man  was  seriously,  and  two  (uightij 
wounded. 

At  Battery  Warner  a  rifled  gun  and  ten4Dcb 
columbiad  were  diaabled,  but  the  damage  to 
the  works  otherwise  was  not  serious.  Ooe 
monitor  of  the  enemy  was  observed  undergouag 
repairs  during  the  night 

The  enemy^  land  batteries  commenced  firis^ 
at  half-past  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  prica- 
pallyon  Fort  Sumter,  but  firing  frt>m  mortan 
and  small  guns  on  Batteiy  Wagner. 

By  ten  o'clock  the  oannonade  on  Bnmter  had 
become  more  serious  than  hitiierto,  damaging 
the  walls  seriously,  killing  one  and  woundinf: 
four.  All  the  gorge  guns  had  been  rendered 
useless,  and  the  firat  shot  passed  through  tb^ 
gorge  walls,  just  under  the  crown  of  an  arch 
west  of  the  main  gateway.  The  fire  conxinacd 
steadily  during  the  afti^oon,  with  its  nsnv 
eflfeot  The  western  quartws  of  Fort  Sumter 
having  been  demolished,  the  walls  were  core 
down  by  the  garrison.     One  ten4n<di  moror 
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moimted  in  the  parade  of  Fort  Snmter  UraB  dis- 
mounted in  the  afternoon- 

The  width  of  twenty  feet  of  the  gorge  wall 
fen  dtiiing  flie  night,  leaving  the  protection  on 
that  side  through  the  upper  arches  only  the 
sand  and  cotton  with  which  the  casemates  were 
filled.  The  damage  to  other  narly  of  the  fort 
was  fn  proportion.  One  man  nad  be^  killed 
and  four  womided  at  Fort  Sumter.  The  fort 
received  seven  hundred  and  eighty  shots,  four 
hundred  and  eight  outside,  two  hundred  and 
forty-oue  inside,  and  one  hmidred  and  thirty-ooe 
over. 

The  enemy's  fleet  made  a  demonstration  of 
attackSng  during  the  afternoon,  but  having  re- 
ceived a  few  shots,  retired. 

At  Battery  Wagner,  his  approachss  wer©  kept 
up,  but  being  checkea  by  tne  rifleipen  and  arul- 
lery,  his  progress  was  sfow.  During  the  night, 
the  Charleston  battaKon  relievecT  the  Pirst 
Georgia  battalion,  and  a  companv  of  the  Becond 
South  Carolina  artillery  relieved  Captain  Mfles^ 
company  (acting  artilleryj  at  Battery  Wagner. 
The  garrison  was  otherwise  supplied  and  pro- 
visioned. Ab  additional  supply  of  ammtmition 
was  transported  from  Bumter  to  SuBivan*s 
Island. 

Batteries  Cheves  and  Sitnkins  had  kept  up 
thoir  fire  during'the  day  and  night  of  the  nine- 
teenth, receiving  an  occasional  shot  from  the 
enemy. 

On  the  twentieth  the  enemy  re-opened  his  fire 
heavily,  principally  against  Fort  Sumter,  doing, 
as  might  be  expected,  more  damage  than  before. 
It  wad  steadity  kept  up  throughout  the  day, 
and  at  night  Colonel  Rnett  reported  it  as  the 
heaviest  which  had  taken  place.  Eight  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  shots  were  fired,  of  which  four 
hundred  and  eight  struck  outside,  two  hundred 
and  ninety-six  inside,  one  hundrea  and  seventy- 
five  passed  over.  The  greater  portion  of  the 
gorge  wan  had  fallen  in,  but  the  sand  and 
cotton  in  the  rooms  had  been  revetted  by  the 
debris,  and  jprotection  to  a  certain  extent  was 
still  affordca.  The  north-west  face  was  clearty 
breached  by  the  severe  fire,  and  a  casemate 
knocked  through.  One  rifled  forty-two  pounder 
on  the  east,  and  one  on  the  north-east  face,  were 
disabled.  Captains  Gaillard  and  Fleming,  3Jid 
oneprivate,  were  slightly  wounded. 

The  enemy  being  observed  advancing  by  sap 
on  Battery  Wagner,  Colonel  Keltt  opened  his 
l>atteries  upon  them,  and  with  his  shai^shooters 
succeeded  in  checking  their  progress.  The 
Ironsides  and  monitors  moved  up  to  close 
proximity  of  fte  fort,  and  opened  a  heavy  en- 
filading and  direct  fire,  which  caused  him  to 
close  his  embrasures.  The  damage  to  Battery 
Wagner  was  no  greater  than  usual  upon  that 
l>attery. 

Batteries  Simkins,  Cheves  and  Haskell,  were 
in  operation  upon  the  enemy's  flank  during  the 
t-vrentieth.  Llei^tenant-Colonel  Yates  reports  the 
practice  as  having  been  much  improved,  and 
tliat  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  two  ammuni- 
tion  chests  had  been  blown  up  in  the  enemy's 
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trenehes,  and  one  gun  diemoantod.  Also,  that 
in  the  aitemoon  the  fire  of  the  euensy  had  be- 
come somewhat  wild  from  the  effect  of  rapid 
firing  on  his  pieces  at  long  ran^. 

The  report  |^en  above  contams  the  priaoipal 
active  operations  of  the  defence  aod  attack,  up 
to  tbe  evening  of  the  twentietlL  Duiing  th« 
tuoe  induded  m  it,  our  works  of  pfeparadou  on 
Hie  interior  lines  have  steadily  progressed.  The 
batteries  and  shelters  on  Sumvan's  Island  have 
advanced  to  completion,  and  the  heavy  guns 
and  mortars,  whioh  have  been  received  and 
seoured  i^m  Fbrt  Sumter,  have  been  placed  in 
position,  manned,  and  provided  witili  ammunition 
as  far  as  possibla.  A  strong  front  has  been 
made  to  command  the  chaane],  should  the 
enemy  snoceed  in  <w«rpowerinc  the  4»rave  de- 
fenders of  Batteries  Wagner,  Gfregg  and  Fort 
Sumter.  Preparations  have  been  made  for 
pladng  heavy  liatteries  along  the  shores  of  Ash- 
ley River,  from  Fort  Johnson,  west,  to  conimand 
the  inner  harbor  and  channels.  All  batteries 
which  wotdd  bear  upon  the  enemy  have  been 
served  with  as  m«ch  viger  as  ciroumstanoes 
would  permit,  and  his  attack  oonfined  to  as  nar- 
row limits  as  possible. 

During  this  twenty  days'  progress  of  the  aiege, 
the  conouct  of  the  troops  and  their  commanders 
has  been  admirable. 

Brigulier-General  Hagood  and  Colonels  Keitt 
and  Barriaon,  who  have  commanded  the  ad- 
vanced posts  on  Morrie  Islaiid,  during  tiie  period 
of  this  report,. have  shown  the  qualities  of  ooa- 
slancy,  bravery,  and  skill,  in  tiie  performaaee  of 
their  trying  and  arduous  duties.  The  varioua 
officers  attGK^ed  to  the  staff  of  these  oommanders 
have  performed  their  daties  well,  and  I  beg 
hearfly  to  concur  in  the  reports  of  their  chiefs, 
heretofore  transmitted  to  Deportment  headquar- 
ters. 

Amongst  those  who  deserve  espeeid  mention 
tar  their  conduct  in  the  defence  of  the  poets  on 
Morris  Island,  are  LieutenantOolonels  Gaillard, 
Charleston  battaUon ;  Dantzkr,  Twentieth  South 
Carolina  volunteers;  and  Daigan,  Twenty-first 
South  CaroHna  volunteers ;  lieutenantOolonelJ. 
Welshman  Brown  and  Major  Warley,  Second 
South  Carolina  volunteer  artillery,  and  Captain 
Chichester,  artillery.  The  latter  has  served  sev- 
eral times  with  distinction. 

Captain  Hill;  Ordnance  Officer  attached  to 
these  headquarters,  having  been  sent  to  Battery 
Wagner,  remained  during  a  very  prolonged  tour 
of  dut;^,  which  was  performed  in  such  manner  as 
to  eh'cit  flie  wannest  approval  of  the  difEerent 
commanders. 

Major  Henry  Bryan  and  Captain  Maloney,  of 
the  Adjutant-deneral*s  department,  are  deserv- 
edly commended  by  Colonel  Keitt  and  Bngadier- 
General  Hagood. 

Majors  Holcombe  and  G^^t  Commissaries, 
and  Captains  Guerard  and  Wood\vard,  Qnarter- 
masters,  have  perfonned  their  duties  witn  their 
uiefficient  means,  in  such  manner  as  to  insure 
the  supply  of  the  positions  of  which  they  had 
charge. 
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ilier  aBWutt  upon  owwoarln  on  MoiziiidiDiL 
From  the  twenty-fint  to  tiM  twentip«foiiztii  liuie 
kas  been  ocoaMonil  iring,  botii  nosi  the  «Be- 
my's  fleet  and  laud  bstteriee ;  bat  his  time  has 
been  ehiefly  oconpied  in  the  etectioD  ud  oom- 
pletion  of  three  new  bailerieB  on  that  portioD 
of  the  island  in  hia  poaseesion,  t2iiis  adTancug 
hia  linea  aa  &r  as  could  be  done  with  nfetj. 

On  Hie  tw0nty-^iet  &e  enemy  aent  in,  by  a 
flag  of  truce,  a  oemmiinieation  from  GeDeial 
Gumore,  with  a  reqneat  tliat  the  officer  oom- 
manding  Batteiy  Wagaer  wenld  give  to  Geoenl 
Vogdes,  who  accompanied  it,  a  peraonal  inter- 
view. While  Captain  Txmcgr,  the  atajBT  o&cet  of 
General  Hagood,  then  in  command,  waa  bttriag 
the  message  brought  by  the  flag,  both  the  fleet 
and  land  batteriea  re-op^ed  their  fire,  and  Gea- 
eral  Hagood  var^  prompt  refuaed  to  leoeiTe 
any  communication  untd  an  imology  had  heen 
made  for  this  violation  of  the  nag.  A  aatis&c^ 
tory  explanation  having  been  offered  and  eo- 
oepted,  an  interview  waa  had  between  Genenl 
Bagood  and  General  Vogdea,  whioh  tenoinated 
in  arrangement  to  exchange  the  womided  pro- 
onera  on  both  sidea,  and  ten  o'dook  on  the  M- 
lowing  FYiday  was  appointed  aa  tiie  hoar,  when 
the  transports  from  each  parl^  ahonld  efiact  the 
ezobange  at  the  point  fiom  whidi  ^e  fleet  have 
nsaaliy  oondmctod  4he  attack  wpoa  Batteij 
Wagner. 

On  the  morning  of  th^  twenty-flrai,  the  daj 
upon  ^ioh  the  exchange  was  to  be  efiacted, 
the  enemy  opened  fire  about  d^-Ught  both  fruco 
the  fleet  and  land  batteriea.  This  fire  was  t%- 
orously  sustained  until  the  arrival,  abont  tea 
o'clock,  of  the  flag  of  tmoe  boat^  oonveyiog  tbe . 
priaonera,  and  for  a  portioii  of  that  time  vu 
equal  in  intensify  to  the  bombardment  of  the 
eighteenth.  Upon  the  arrival  of  tiie  boat  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  place  appointed,  the 
firing  oeaaed,  and  the  ex<»aQge  was  regularlv 
effected,  we  deliveriag  one  hundred  and  fi^e 
and  receiving  tUrfy-nine  wounded  priaooera 
No  reference  naving  been  made  la  me  agree- 
ment to  the  negro  ^prisoners  of  the  Fifty-four^ 
Massachosetta  reemient,  none  of  them  were  is- 
eluded  in  the  ezcnaage,  a  report  of  whidi  bj 
Colonel  Anderson  and  Major  Middleton,  the 
officers  appointea  to  conduct  it^  haa  ahead? 
been  fumisned.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  oa  itis 
morning,  espedally  from  one  of  the  more  ad- 
vancedland  batteriea,  armed  with  FarrotI  guBS, 
did  serious  damage  to  Batteiy  Waener.  T^^ 
ranaining  ten-inch  oolumbiad  was  oiamoaiited 
from  the  sea-face  of  the  batteiy,  and  the  na^ 
tinea  so  much  exposed  that  it  became  neceastfj 
to  remove  the  ammunition;  and  General Talia- 
ferro,  who  had  previously  relieved  General  fi*- 

good  in  the  command,  antidpatiog  a  roieval  d 
le  bombardment  up^m  the  completion  oC  tb$ 
exchange  <ji  priaonera,  raqueated,  aa  a  matter  of 
prudent  precaution*  that  all  neceaaair  anao^ 
ments  should  be  made  for  thelransiar  of  the 
troops  from  the  iabmd  in  case  of  neeeaaity. 

The  exchange  of  prieoners  wme  completed 
about  two  o'dock,  when  the  flag  of  truce  bcbt 


The  garrison  ef  Fort  Sumter,  under  Colonel 
Alfred  Khett  and  Major  Ormsby  Blanding,  have 
stood  to  the  defence  of  their  castle  wilh  untiring 
fortitude  and  oravery.  From  the  nature  of  the 
struotiure,  and  the  enenojr's  projectileB|  the  ex- 
posure during  the  periods  when  subjected  to 
nre,  haa  been  great,  and  extremei|y  atmoying, 
and  yet  every  duty  of  repair  and  details  haa 
been  carried  on  without  intemq>tion  or  undue 
delay.  I  refer  ge^eiallv  to  Colonel  Bhett*s  re- 
ports for  the  mention  of  thoso  subordinate  offi- 
cers who  have  distiaguished  themselves  by 
good  conduct  But,  in  this  conaection,  I  would 
mention  the  services  of  Lieutenant  John  John- 
son, of  the  enjB^ineer  oorps,  at  Fort  Sumter,  be* 
fore  and  during  the  siege,  as  evincii^  high 
talent  and  character  in  hia  profesaion,  as  well  as 
bravery  and  constanGjy. 

Captains  Farlesou  and  Fleming  deserve  an 
especial  mention  for  tludir  continued  and  sealois 
seryices 

The  staff  officers  attaohed'to  district  head- 
quarters have  been  constantly  employed.  Cap- 
tain W«  F.  Nance,  principal  A.  A.  G.,  who  has 
earned  hanocable  mention  on  every  occaaion, 
under  my  command,  and  several  times  been 
recommended  for  promotion,  has  performed 
every  duty  to  my  satisfaction. 

Major  J.  M.  Middleton  and  Captain  Epfaraim 
Seabrook,  vduntear  A.  D.  C:  Captain  0.  C. 
Pinckney,  District  Ordnance  Officer,  and  Migor 
Buber,  District  Quartermaster,  have  been  actively 
and  uaef ully  employed. 

lC%jor  Motte  A«  Ftiqgle,  Post  Quartermaster, 
and  eapecially  in  diaige  of  tranaportatieD,  has 
been  indefatigable  night  and  day,  with  the  aoaall 
meena  at  his  dispoM,  and  which  he  oould  ob- 
tain, in  Corwarding  atores  and  aupplies,  and  re- 
lieving troope  during  the  whole  period. 

In  this  duty  he  has  been  assisted  greatly  by 
the  boats  and  crews  of  the  Confederate  navy, 
under  ohaige  of  lieutenants  Ward,  Haakell,  and 
Fme. 

I  ahaU  continue  thia  report  from  this  date.  I 
have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  report  of  caaualtiea 
during  the  period  treated  of.  I  alao  send  the 
reports  of  Lieutenant  John  Johnson,  Bngineer,  in 
charge  of  Fort  Sumter,  and  a  list  of  pripoaerp 
eaptured.  » 

Very  respectfhllv. 

Your  obeoieat  servant, 

R.  Sw  fiounr, 

BrtsadSer-Oenecml,  oomiiMiidiiv* 

Rsrcwr  OF  BRioiLianuoEyKRAL  b.  a.  Ripigr  ofopsb- 

ATTONS  FROM  THE  TWEMTT-PliWr  TO  HB  THIBT7- 
FIRST  OF  JULY,  INCLUSIVE. 

HBADQr4>mB  Fwtt  Vnjtm  Dmioi,       1 
GkABURoy,  Aigwl  1st,  1888./ 

Brigadier-General  Thomm  Jordan,  (Jhitf  of 
Siqffi 
G£.N'BKAL :  Since  n^  report  of  the  twenty-, 
second,  detailing  the  operations  of  this  com- 
mand up  to  the  twentieth,  inclusive,  the  plan  of 
the  enemy,  as  I  then  stated,  seems  to  have  been 
-^— —ed.    There  has  been  no  attempt  at  a  fur- 
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retimed*  Vie  eiMai7,  hewever,  did  net  renew 
his  attack,  and  the  tine  thie  allewed  Wias  iv- 
proved  to  the  utmost  ia  sepiiniiff  the  damage 
whidi  had  been  done.  The  ceiiaitioA  of  ue 
batte^,  as  reported  bj  Ctoeral  'Mjeferro,  was 
snbBHted  to  the  Qeaeral  coramanding,  and  after 
full  delihemtion  it  was  ABtennined  to  hr^  it, 
and  instriieltona  sent  to  General  Taliaferro  not 
to  abandon  the  worin  without  express  erders  to 
that  effect  From  that  date  to  the  present  the 
bombardmeBt  hasneverbeen  reaswed^al^ongli 
there  has  been  Msssional  and  brief  firing  npon 
the  batterf  from  the  iron-dads.  In  the  meantime 
the  battexj  has  been  thoroughlj  repaired  and 
placed  in  a  condition  even  superior  to  wb^t  ft 
was  in  the  beginning.  The  enemy,  meanwhile, 
are  busily  at  work  m  improving  their  present 
works  and  ereoting  new  OBe%  of  whteh  our 
meains  of  obserralion  do  not  enaUe  soe  to  give 
a  detailed  aeconnt^  On  our  side  new  batteries 
have  been  ereeted,  and  the  work  of  completing 
them  and  mouating  the  neoaisaiy  armament  ac- 
tively preflaed,  and  eyer^r  effort  made  to  annoy 
the  eueiny  by  such  batteries  as  bear  upon  tiieir 
working  parties  and  lines^Hm  attempt  m  which, 
I  hays  reaeos  t#  tfaiuk,  we  ha^e  been  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  successfuL  The  condition  of  Uie 
x&ew  batteries  is  known  to  the  commaading 
General,  and  will  be  meutiooed  in  the  suceee£ 
ing  report 

The  garrisons  of  Baitleries  Waflpsv  and 
Gregg  have  been  rdieved  as  legulsny  as  pos- 
sible with  Qor  means  of  transportation.  On  the 
twenty-second  Brigadier-Qenend  Taliafenro  re- 
lieved BrigadieiHieneral  Hagood.  On  the 
tweo[|y«sixtti  Brigadiar-GeneralColqiiitt  relieved 
Brigadier-Oenend  TaliafeiTa  Brigadier^S^eral 
Colquitt  was  relieved  on  the  twenty-eighth  bv 
Bri^adier-Geneial  C&gvan,  and  thd  kttes  offl- 
cser  was  relienred  on  the  first  of  August  by  Col- 
onel L.  M.  Keitt  The  fire  frem  the  land  bat- 
teries of  the  enemy  upctt  Batteries  Wagoar  and 
Oregg  has  been  annoying,  especially  upon  anr 
commumcstion  \rr  stesmir  between  Fort  Sum- 
ter and  Guauains  Point 

The  casnalties  which  have  ooovred  from  the 
twantieth  to  ^e  thirty-first  of  July,  induaive, 
have  beea  thirteen  killed  and  fottjr-nine  wound- 
ed. I  have  Ae  honor  to  enclose  the  retoms  and 
iiata. 

Very  respectfully, 

Teur  obedient  servant, 

R.  8.  RlFLKT, 
ltotsBdi«r-G«iMraUcoioaitfuins« 


GBoaeu  Aw»  SXQUD^ 


CBABUSroir,  B.  C,  AnffOBt  7,  IMS.  j 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  mfonnatiou  of 
the  War  Department,  hd  view  of  the  poasibilify 
that  Batteries  Wagner  and  Gr^,  which  are 
cmly  outworks,  mounting  rmipwiWfe^  twelve 
and  three  guns,  might  tall  under  the  eonceu- 
trated  fire  of  the  euemv's  numerous  and  powsr- 
fiil  land  and  naval  oatteiies,  I  determined, 
immediately  alter  the  &U  of  the  south  end  of 


Morris  Island  into  the  possession  of  the  enemy 
to  establish  a  cirole  of  batteiles  from  Legare's 
Point,  on  Schooner  Gceek,  James  Island,  to  Bat- 
tery Beauregard,  on  Sullivan's  bland,  so  as  to 
concentrate  their  fire  (including  Forts  Sumter 
and  Moultrie)  on  Morris  Island,  from  about  haJf 
its  lergth  to  Cmnmins'  Point,  and  render  that 
portion  of  the  island  untenable  to  the  enemy, 
sheuld  he  succeed  in  drivmg  us  away  from  it. 
That  detosive  system  is  now  being  carried  out 
to  the  extent  of  our  available  means  in  labor 
and  heayv  ordnance.  Many  of  the  long  ran^e 
^uns  ia  Sumtec.  not  absolutely  required  for  its 
aefenoe,  have  oeen  removed  to  arm  the  new 
batteries  under  construction.  The  remaining 
guns  are  being  protected  wHh  traverses,  mer- 
jous  snd  embrasures.  The  officers'  quarters  on 
the  gorge  of  the  fort  (south  &ce)  nave  been 
fille<r  up  with  wet  cotton  baas  and  sand,  and  a 
"chemise  "  of  sand  bags  is  oeing  added  to  the 
scarp  wall  of  the  same  face,  to  extend,  if  practi- 
cable, from  bottom  to  top.  Tlie  defective  lines 
on  James  Island  are  also  to  be  shortened  by  the 
construction  of  a  new  line  of  redans  and  re- 
doubts from  SecesrtonvOte'  to  the  Stone  River, 
long  since  contemplated,  but  not  dxeoated  for 
want  of  labor. 

Herewidi  are  papers,  marked  A,  B,  G,  D,  E, 
F,  connected  win  me  defence  of  Morris  Island 
during  the  present  attack. 

G.  T.  Bbattbbqabd. 

HiAsqujumBS  DspjuaiBiiT  op  Boom  OisouirA, ) 

It  is  reported  Gilmore  will  open  fire  iu  the 
morning,  and  attempt  an  assault  afi^erwards. 
Will  be  assisted  by  fleet  Be  on  watch  and 
prepared. 

Tboous  JoXDJkV, 

Ohief  of  Staff. 

Official: 

H.  H.  RoosBS, 

A.  D.  0. 

Send  the  above  dispatch  to  Colonel  Bhett, 

Fori.  Sumter,  and  Brigadie^Oeneral  Tidiaferro, 

Morris  hdaod. 

H.  H.  RoQVBs, 

A.ao. 


BiiSQuiBsns  Tom  Milraiit  IhnsiOT,  DauajaKi  ot) 
Bourn.  CUaouvi.  GtOROu  jjxd  VtoaiaA,  V 

Cbarlkston,  8.  C,  July  IS,  1808.  J 

Do  the  best  that  you  can  to  set  fresh  troops 
on  the  island.  Enemy  possibly  so  punished 
tlttt  he  may  give  no  annoyance  early  to-morrow. 
Make  the  best,  at  least 

Thomas  Jobdan, 

Chief  of  8ta£ 

QbHBRAL  BlPLlT, 

CcaBflBandlng  Fort  Somtw. 


,  a  c  Adr  IS,  laas-i  a.  a. 

BHgadier-OtneraiR.  8.  SMw^  Fori  Sumter: 
Mfnris  Island  must  be  held  at  all  cost,  for 
present  The  commanding  General  directs  Kcitt's 
regiment  to  be  thrown  there,  to  push  any  advan- 
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tage  before  daylight ;  also,  nearest  other  regi- 
ment or  battalion — Graham's  (9t  Nelson's,  as  moat 
expeditiously  moved.  Otenot  navy  help  witii 
transportation  ? 

Thomas  Jordan, 

chttrarsMr. 


8.  C,  My  U,  ia8S2^.IO  a.  k. 

Brigadifr-Oeneral  R,  S.  Rifley,  F^ni  Sumter: 
I  advise  yov  (without  seeing  General  Beaure- 
gard) to  embaik  Keitt's  r^ment  at  once,  and 
tiirow  it  on  Morris  Island.    I  will  see  him. 

TbOMAS  JOBDAK, 

ObltfoTfllift 


,  &  C,  Joty  19,  &M»^  p.  M. 


Brifoe^er-Oenertd  W,  B,  TtiUaferro, 

jSUmd: 

Detailed  telegram  of  events  at  Battery  Wag- 
ner wanted  from  General  Taliaferro.  Reinforce- 
ments on  way  to  posh  advantage,  if  possible. 

Tbokas  Jobi>an, 

ChtoforStiiC 


&  a,  July  19,  1868. 

Brwadi9r^€hmral  R.  8.  Ripisy,  Fori  Sumter  : 

What    has    Harrison's    regiment    effeotad? 

Troops  thrown  on  Morris  I^nd  at  onoe  might 

strike  an  effective  blow.    Detailed  report  from 

Battery  Wagner  wanted  np  to  latest  moment 

Thomas  Jorpan, 

Ohtof  of  Staff. 

HiADQUimn  DwMRMMt  OP  aoom  CABOuir^       \ 
Gmbqu,  MKD  Ftomu,  OnARLBSioir,  a  C. ,  July  24, 1863./ 


Ideuiemmi^Cfoiond  D.  B,  Harrie,  Gkiff  Engineer, 

Morrie  Island: 

GoLOinEL :  Examine  condition  for  resistuice  of 
Battery  Wagner  and  report  in  person,  as  soon 
as  possible.'  Explain  to  General  Taliaferro  that 
he  must  fight  the  fleet  wi&  sand  ;  that  the  bat- 
tery originally  was  only  meant  to  defend  against 
land  approach.  The  battery  must  be  held  as 
long  as  possible— ^ven  twenty-four  hours  are 
importvitb 

B0^>«ctfn]]y,  &c, 

G.  T.  Beaurioabs, 

Gonerai,  oommaiiding. 

Hkadquarrrs  DxPARnoxT  or  SorxQ  CARoinf  a,       \ 
OiosGU,  Aia>  Fu)iUDA,  CBaslutov,  S.  C,  July  24, 1863.  / 

Brigadier-Qenerol   W,  B.   TdlicferrOy   Morris 

Mand: 

General:  The  batteries  designed  to  render 
Batteries  Wagner  and  Gregg  untenable  hj  the 
enemy,  if  reduced,  not  being  completed,  it  has 
become  exigent  that  those  last  batteries  should 
be  held  to  the  last  extremity.  Wagner,  being 
under  the  guns  of  Sumter  and  Gregg,  should  be 
held  by  infantry  and  siege  guns  cuone^  until  its 
parapets  and  bom1)-proom  are  destroyed  and  no 
longer  cfiordeiheUer  againet  arUXLery,  The  Gen- 
eral regards  it  almost  improbable  that  another 
assault  will  be  attempted.  Furthermore,  the 
evacuation  of  Wagner  does  not  necossarilV  in- 
volve immediate  abandonment  of  Gregg,  which, 
^nced  garrison  and  sharpshooters  filling 


the  saod-hSs  between  it  and  Wagner,  may  be 
held  for  several  dM  longer.    Wlun  obliged  to 

Suit  either  wevk,  tae  gone  must  be  tfaoroni^y 
ieabled  by  spiking,  knocking  off  tnmnioDS,  entr 
ting  and  bnniiAg  csrriages,  and  bomb^inmrfa, 
and  hy  blowing  up  the  BUMdnee  and  psnpets. 
In  vfew  of  the  greet  itopnibalnlity  of  aa  SBBsqlt, 
may  it  not  be  well  to  tednee  the  ganiBoii 
minimum  te-merrow  moniing,  jiiat  about  two 
o'elockt 

ReepeotMlly,  yoiv  obediant  eervanty 

TbDHAS  JOIDAX, 

CUaforStaK 

BEPQBT  OF  ^S  KVACUAXION  OF  MOBBIS  ISLAXD^KlTH 
ENDOBSKD  RDCABXB  OP  TBE  OUMMANDINe  GSHERAL 

CtatfftflRQH,  September  T,  28SL 

Oa^Mii  WiUiam  F.  Nanee,  A.  A.  Q^  FirU  m- 
hary  Distrid,  Ikp9. 8.  a,  €kL,  and  Fla.: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  anke  tlie  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  evaovalioQ  ef  MoniB 
labnd,  incmding  Batteries  Wagner  end  Gregg, 
by  the  troops  under  my  command,  en  the  ni^t 
of  tiie  sixth  instant  This  step  wis  antfaorizeil 
by  a  dii^atch  sent  by  aignale  from  dietrict  head- 
quarters, and  received  by  me  between  foor  a&d 
five  p.  x.,  and  directed  in  detail,  by  a  special 
order  from  depertment  headquartan,  which  was 
received  from  Captain  McCabe,  of  Cienenl  Rip- 
ley's staff,  at  dark,  and  was  necessitated  from 
the  untenable  conditkm  of  Battery  Wagner,  tfa« 
greatly  emanated  oondition  of  tbe  gecrison,  and 
constant  artillery  snd  sharpehooting  fire  of  tbe 
enemy,  which  prevented  repairs. 

The  gradual  approaches  of  tiie  enemy  had 
passed  the  front  of  the  batteiy,  and  the  tenni- 
nation  of  their  sap  was  not  over  fifty  yards  from 
ttie  parapets  of  the  sefrface,  enabMng  them  to 
throw  a  mass  of  troope  upon  this  flank,  wheo 
our  men  were  mostly  in  the  bomb-proofs,  where 
I  was  forced  to  keep  them  by  the  tmceamng  %n 
of  mortar  and  rifle  guns  on  hind,  wWi  an  esfi- 
lading  fire  from  the  fleet,  dnriog  most  of  the 
day.  The  salient  on  Hie  left  of  tm  bnttery,  bad 
been  swept  by  such  a  terrible  croeO'fire  as  to 
breach  the  parapet  and  throw  it  into  irregular 
shapes,  rendering  the  ascent  from  the  moat 
easy,  and,  moreover,  mett  could  not  be  kept* 
there  dtiring  ihe  cross-fire,  without  tbe  oertaintr 
of  most  of  them  being  wounded  or  stnmied. 
This  salient  is  the  part  of  the  wofk  gained  b? 
the  enemy,  in  the  aesanlt  of  the  eighteenth  of 
Julv. 

As  soon  as  the  evacnsilion  was  authorized,  I 
gave  detailed  instructions  to  the  regLmeDtol 
coDomanders,  via. :  lientenantCoknel  John  G. 
Pressly,  commandir«  Twenty-fifth  6ou&  Caro- 
lina volunteers ;  Major  James  Gardner,  com- 
manding Twenty-seventh  Georgia  volunteers; 
Captain  W.  P.  Crawford,  oommandine  Twen^* 
eigh^  Georgia  volunteers,  for  the  grndnal  olov^ 
ment  of  tiieh'  men  to.  Cummins*  rant,  eo  »  to 
keep  up  an  effective  front  to  the.  enemy,  and 
insnre  nlenoe  and  promptness.  They  ^Kpreaaed 
their  hearty  approval,  believing  an  evaeqatiffi) 
necessary,  to  prevent  a  useless  sacrifice  olmeOi 
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The  men  west  down  us  if  for  special  daty,  and 
though  the  most  intelligent  knew  the  fiaofc, 
nearly  all  went  off  ae  if  going  to  he  relieved. 

Oetptaan  Hittuenin,  Gmef  of  Artillery,  was 
promptly  notified  of  the  atepe  to  he  taken,  and 
made  hw  amngementa  wim  my  aaoctioDifor 
the  removal  of  Hie  artillery,  and  the  written 
ordeta,  when  reeetved,  were  anhmitted  to  him 
for  hia  gmdanee.  He  waa  intmated  with  the 
dehoate  dntv  of  bringing  tip  the  extreme  rear, 
and  firing  we  only  magamne  which  contained 
powder'-^Lieutenant  Maeyck,  Ordnance  Officer, 
being  ordered  to  aaaist  him.  His  report,  wilh 
Lieutenant  Mazy ck's,  is  inclosed,  marked  A,  and 
is  referred  to  as  an  important  portion  of  thjis  re- 
port 

At  dark  I  sent  to  Oaptain  H.  B.  Lesesne,  who 
was  oommandmg  Battery  €hregg.  an  order  to 
prepare  to  Mow  np  his  magazine,  and  render  his 
guns  nnBerviceable,directmg  him  to  confer  with 
Captain  F.  I>.  Lee,  of  the  engineers,  who  had 
read  the  orders.  I  had  no  copy  of  the  detailed 
order,  whidi  came  late,  to  give  him,  which  was 
thns  not  oommunicated  to  him.  I  refer  yon  to 
his  report  marked  B,  for  particnlars. 

To  anticipate  the  possibilily  of  a  pnrsnit  by 
the  enemy  while  retreating  from  Wagnar,  I  or- 
dered Lieutenant  Bobert  M.  Stiles,  Chief  Engi- 
neer at  Battery  Gregg,  to  construct  a  rifle-pit 
across  the  island,  at  a  narrow  pointy  about  a 

anarter  of  a  mile  in  advance  of  Battery  Gregr; 
[lis  was  accomplished  by  him  after  dark,  whue 
ixnder  mortar  fire,  with  a  foroe  of  seventy-seven 
negroes  in  charge.  He  also  cot  away  most  of 
the  earth^overing  of  the  magazine  on  the  side 
towards  our  James  Island  batteries,  then  sent 
his  negroes  off  to  Fort  Johnson,  usiag  a  large 
flat  left  at  Cummins'  Point  for  that  purpose. 

Owing  to  the  necessity  of  protecting  the 
already  reduced  garrison,  I  had,  earh'  on  the 
morning  of  flie  sixth  instant,  made  the  Allowing 
disposition  of  my  troops :  The  8eventy-savent£ 
Georgia  regiment,  effective  total  one  hundred 
and  sevens-five  men,  commanded  by  Major 
Chffdner,  a  gallant  and  intelligent  officer,  were 
in  the  eand  hills,  well  protected  in  pits  dug 
there,  the  hillocks  being  natural  traverses.  Fifty 
men  of  the  Twenty-sighth  Georgia,  under  Cap- 
tain Adams,  who  had  picketed  the  beach  djiring 
the  night,  were  also  tnere ;  the  remainder  of  the 
T^^iment,  numbering  one  hundred  and  thirty 
effectives,  were  assigned  to  the  extreme  right  of 
Battery  Warner;  about  forty-five  kept  out  on 
the  lines,  and  the  remainder  in  the  bomb-proof. 
The  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina  (Eutaw)  regi- 
ment, which  had  been  terribly  redoced  by  casu- 
alties and  sickness,  during  the  day  and  night 
preceding,  to  an  eftective  total  ef  about  three 
hnndred  and  sixty-five  men«  maimed  the  left  and 
centre  of  the  battery,  keeping  only  a  guard  of 
each  company  on  its  respective  position  of  the 
lines,  the  remainder  in  the  boml>proof.  Two 
companies  of  this  r^^ent  were  sent  to  the 
sand  hiUs  for  protection,  -and  to  make  room  in 
the  bombproof,  where  several  men  had  fainted 
qn  the  fifm,  from  ezoesaive  heat  and  foul  air. 


I^'or  Gardner  was  ordered  to  cover  the  retreat 
with  the  Twenty-seventh  Georgia,  in  case  of  pur- 
suit by  the  enemy ;  ui  the  meantime  to  pi^et 
the  beach  at  dai^,  and  hold  his  reserve  in  readi- 
ness to  support  Battery  Wagner. 

At  early  dark  I  oraered  LieutenantOelonel 
Pressly,  commanding  Twenty^ftib  South  Caro- 
lina, a  very  intellig^t  and  rdiable  officer,  to  de- 
tail four  com^panies  (about  one  hundred  men)  to 
take  a  field-piece  from  the  left  curtain  to  Cum- 
mins' Point,  and  embark  on  the  first  boat  Half 
an  hour  after,  Oaptain  C^wford,  commanding 
Twenty-seventh  G^rgia  volunteers,  was  ordered 
to  move  a  howitzer  m>m  the  right  of  Wagner, 
to  the  rifle-pit  near  Gregg,  place  the  piece  in 
position  tiiere,  collect  his  regiment  from  Una  of 
battle  in  rifle-ptts,  and  when  notified  that  trans- 
portation was  ready  to  send  a  company  at  a  time 
to  embark.  Major  (Gardner  was  oniered  to  man 
the  rifleipitB  when  Captaia  Crawford  had  left 
LientenaniOQioBel  Freaky  was  ordered  to  ex- 
tend his  lines  and  cover  me  line  manned  by  ihe 
Twenty-eighth  Georgia,  as  soon  as  that  regiment 
stactea,  which  was  promptly  done  by  hun. 

I  will  here  remark,  that  all  this  night,  as  on 
the  previous  night,  the  enemy  threw  a  strong 
cakiom  light  on  the  front  of  Battery  Wagner. 
About  nine  o'clock  p.m.,  being  informed  that 
transportation  was  rwdj,  the  embarkation  com- 
menced, and  went  on  briskly  and  quietly  until 
all  had  been  embarked  except  the  tear  guard, 
which  was  commanded  by  Captain  T.  A.  Hu- 
guenin,  numbering  tiiirty-five  men*>tweaty-five 
men  of  the  First  South  Carolina  infantry,  Com- 
pany A,  ten  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  South  Caro- 
lina volunteers,  under  conunand  of  LieuleBantB 
Brown  and  Taft. 

At  about  eleven  e'dock  p.  m.,  I  tamed  over 
the  command  of  Battery  Wagner  to  Captain 
Hu^enin,  «id  ordering  my  Adjutan^General, 
Major  H.  Bryan  (a  member  of  Gencnral  Beaure- 
gard's staff),  who  had  volunteered  for  special 
duty  on  Morris  Island,  to  accompany  me,  1  pro- 
ceeded towards  Cummins*  Point  At  the  rifle- 
pits  I  received  information  tlutt  more  transpor- 
tation was  ready,  and  I  immediately  ordered 
Major  Gardner  to  embark  his  regiment,  and  to 
take  with  him  the  twelve-pounaer  howitzer; 
which  he  did,  but  could  not  bring  it  off  the 
isknd. 

The  transportation,  under  the  direction  of 
Major  M.  A.  Frin^le,  Post  Quartermaster  in 
Charleston,  was  admurably  managed.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Dantzler,  Twentieth  South  Carolina  vol- 
unteers, having  been  specially  detailed  by  Gen- 
eral Ripley  to  8ui>erintend  tiie  transportation, 
under  his  spirited  spd  excellent  management,  it 
succeeded  perfectly.  When  the  in&ntry  were 
all  embarked,  I  directed  Oaptain  Kanapaux, 
commanding  light  artillery,  id  spike  hfe  three 
howitzers,  and  embark  his  command.  Oaptain 
Lesesne  was  then  ordered  to  spike  the  guns  of 
Battery  Gregg,  and  embark  his  men.  The  rear 
guard  from  Wagner  comine  up  at  this  time, 
were  embarked.  I  had  ordered  Oaptain  Hu- 
gneuin  down,  sending  word  by  private  John  A. 
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Stewart,  '*  Gist  Gnards/'  the  cavalry  oonrien 
having  left  withont  permiBmn. 

There  was  no  light  kept  at  Gregg,  so  I  could 
not  well  note  the  hoar.  With  two  or  three 
boats,  I  now  axadowBty  waited  for  Oaptain  Hn- 
gnenfai's  partj.  FiaiSkj,  pereeiving  that  the 
enem/s  barges,  from  Vincent  Greek,  were  atfeaok- 
ing  our  bMts  with  mnsketry,  I  ordered  the 
m3ety4mQ  to  the  magazine  of  Battery  Gregg  to 
be  lighted.  It  was  lit ;  the  firing  then  oeased. 
^s  I  desired  13ie  explosions  at  boui  batteries  to 
be  simultaneous,  as  ordered,  I  ordered  Gaptain 
Lesesne  to  ektingnish  the  fdse,  intendinf  to  re^ 
hf  ht  it  or  apply  ^another  fuse,  wben  Aptains 
Euignenin  ana  Pmckney ,  and  Lieutenant  Masyck, 
who  were  the  only  persons  who  had  not  yet 
come  to  the  point,  arrived.  Major  Holcon^be, 
who  had  Hghted  the  fhse,  immediately  attempted 
to  extinguish  it.  He  informed  me  from  tlie  para- 
pet of  the  battery  that  it  would  be  dtfflonlt  to  cut 
it  in  twain,  and  that  it  was  burning  brightly. 
At  that  moment,  the  absent  narty  arnved,  and  I 
directed  him  not  to  interfere  with  tiie  fuse, 
which  was  then  burning  brightly.  About  half- 
past  one  A.  M.y  with  Hie  rear  guard  of  my  com- 
mand I  embarked,  thus  succesmlly  withdrawing 
from  Morris  Island,  and  my  responsibility  ended. 
As  we  started  off,  Ihe  Yankee  barges  directed 
their  mnskelzy  fire  upon  us,  eausing  the  bullets 
to  whie  around  us,  but  doin^  no  hann.  Bearing 
towards  Fort  Sumter,  I  proceeded  to  flag- 
steamer  Charleston,  and  notified  Captiin  Tucker 
that  the  evacuation  af  Morris  Iskna  was  accom- 
plished, and  requesting  him  to  give  the  ro<^t 
signal  to  our  batteries.  I  then  proceeded  to 
distriot  headquarters,  and  repeated  the  informa- 
tion, arriving  at  three  a.  x.  on  the  seventh. 

During  Hie  day  and  evening  of  the  sixth,  Oap- 
tain Adger,  the  efiScient  Quartermaster,  kept  his 
only  wagon  moving  the  wounded  from  Wagner 
to  Gregg,  under  the  direction  of  Chief  Surgeon 
William  C.  Ravenel.  Strange  to  say,  none  were 
hurt  by  the  enemy's  fire,  which,  from  time  to 
time,  swept  across  tiie  way.  Of  course,  the 
wounded  were  embarked  first.  Dr.  Ravenel 
performed  his  aiduous  duties  with  alaerity  and 
zeal,  showing  every  kindness  to  the  wounded 
and  stunned,  which  poured  in  from  sunrise  on 
the  fifth,  till^he  evenine  of  the  sixth.  He  left 
about  half-past  ten,  leading  his  ambulance 
corps.  I  am  happy  to  stato  that  the  majority  of 
the  wounds  were  sligl^t,  though  disabling  the 
men  for  the  tfane.  The  fvais  in  the  batteries 
were  spiked,  and  the  implements  generally 
destroyed,  equipments  mostly  carried  off.  Hie 
magazines  were  not  blown  up,  owingr  to  the 
faulty  character  of  the  safaty-fuses  used  for  the 
purpose,  which  were  ignited — ^that  at  Battery 
Wagner  by  Oaptain  Hi^uenin,  assisted  by  Cap- 
tain Phlckney,  District  Ordnance  Officer,  and 
that  at  Battery  Gregg  by  Major  Holcombe, 
under  Captain  Lesesne's  instructions,  and  the 
supervision  of  Captain  F.  D.  Lee,  and  Lieutenant 
StUes,  of  the  enffineers.  The  enemy  were  within 
thirty  steps  of  ue  front  of  Battery  Wagner,  the 
voices  ox   their  sappers   could   be  ustinctly 


heard;  any  attenipt  to  break  off  ilia  truinuon,  or 
shatter  the  carriage  of  a  gun,  ooald  have  been 
distinctly  hqard,and  our  movements  discovered ; 
besides  tiie  gun-chambers  had  been  filled  with 
loose  sand,  disflaoed  by  Ae  enemy'b  shoC  The 
guns  001^  not  be  managed.  I  attempted  to 
move  the  stod,  but  my  wockine  pariieB  were 
broken  up  as  soon  as  put  to  work.  The  anemy 
bad  phmted  heavy  mortan,  within  one  hoodred 
vards  of  the  battery,  and  they  could  and  did 
throw  their  shells  into  any  deaiKnated  spot 
TheV  could  hear  Ihe  movement  m  a  parlv  at 
work  along  the  line,  and  would  kill,  wound,  or 
disperse  the  men. 

Fropertyhad  to  be  destroyed  within  tibirty 
steps  of  the  enemy ;  and  while  they  could  hear 
the  voices  of  our  men  in  this  close  proximity  to 
them,  the  whole  garriBon  had  to  be  removed. 
Their  sand  batteries  and  fleet  swept  eveiy  inch 
of  flTound  between  Batteries  Wi^^ner  and  vregg, 
ana  an^  sun>icion  of  our  mov^menta  compro- 
mised, if  it  did  not  destroy,  the  safety  of  &e 
garrison.  AH  the  guns  were  effeotaally  epiked. 
At  Battery  Gfegg,  every&ing  was  destroyed  but 
the  two  ten-inch  guns ;  tiiey  were  prepared  for 
bursting  when  the  last  party  embarked.  Before 
this  party  arrived,  the  enemy's  barses  fired  upon 
ours,  transportiiig  our  troops,  ana  also  turned 
their  fire  upon  us.  An  attonpt  had  been  made 
by  the  enemy  the  precediiur  night,  in  bargea,  to 
assail  and  capture  Battery  Gregg ;  the  number 
of  their  barges  there,  in  easy  range,  could  not  be 
ascertatried.  I  was  informed  by  the  engineer, 
Oaptain 'Lee,  that  the  explosion  of  the  magazine 
wotdd  destroy  the  guns ;  tiie  fuse  was  lighted, 
burning  well,  and  no  doubt  was  entertained  of 
its  ignitiijg  the  magaaine.  The  rear  guard  from 
Battery  Wagner  had  enrt>arked  under  fire  from 
the  enemy's  barges.  These  barges,  I  am  con- 
vinced, gave  the  enemy  the  •infbnnation  of  the 
withdrawal  of  our  earrison.  The  guna  of  Battery 
Gregg  were  sp&ed.  My  chief  exertion  waa  to 
save  my  men,  whose  fictture  services  will,  I 
trust,  be  worth  much  more  to  the  Confederacy 
than  what  I  ftdled  to  destroy  to  the  enemy.  Had 
instructions  been  sent  to  me  eariier,  more  might 
have  been  done. 

Li  eiiteimnt  Stiles,  Assistant  En^pneeir,  stationed 
at  Battery  Gr^g,  at  niy  request  had  eome  up  to 
Battery  Wagner  in  the  morning.  Upon  exam- 
ination, he  expressed  to  me  a  (kmbt  whether 
there  was  powder  enough  in  the  magazine  to 
blow  it  up.  I  shoidd  state  at  this  point,  that  I 
had  sent^  on  Friday,  for  an  additional  supply  of 
powder,  sending  the  requisition  and  my  report 
as  to  the  state  of  the  garrison,  and  of  the  day 
preceding,  by  Major  Warley,  Chief  of  Artillery, 
who  was  wounded,  and,  returning  to  the  city 
in  a  small  boat,  sent  for  the  purpose.  This  boat 
was  captured  by  the  enemy's  barges,  and  my 
report  either  taken  or'  destroyed  by  Mtuor  War- 
ley.  Of  this  capture  I  had  no  knowledge  until 
Saturday  night  The  blowing  up  of  the  maga- 
zines was  intrusted  by  me  to  brave  and  inteUi- 
gent  officers,  who,  I  think,  did  their  best  to 
effect  it    The  Chief  Ordnance  Officer  of  the  d^ 
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trict  came  to  MozriB  Island,  apparent)^  to  look 
after  thU,  and  was  given  every  xacility  be  asked 
for.  I  did  not  attempt  to  destroy  the  bomb- 
proof at  Wagner,  becanse,  after  coflsolting  with 
Captain  I^e,  of  the  engineers,  X  deemed  it  im- 
practicable, from  the  small  quantity  of  combus- 
tible matenalat  my  disposal,  and  that  any  smoke 
would  at  once  inform  the  enemy,  and  stimulate 
bim  to  pursue  us  by  land  and  waiter.  It  must 
be  femembered  that  the  sand  above  the  bomb- 
proof was  eonsiderably  satorated-  with  water, 
wbioh  dripBed  through  in  several  places. 

To  Oaptam  Huguenui,  CSiief  of  Artillery,  lla- 
jor  Bryan,  A.  A.  G.,  LieutenantFGolonel  Fressly, 
oommanding  Twen^-fiflh  South  Garolina  volun- 
teers, and  Ueutenant-Golonel  Dantder,  superin- 
tending embarkation,  I  am  ohiefly  indebted  for 
the  success  of  the  evacuation. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  J.  F.  Mathews, 
engineer  corps,  for  the  use  of  his  boat  and  crew, 
for  moving  troops,  and  bringing  me  off  at  tiie  last 

Owtun  Havne,  and  Lieutenants  Mon^mery 
and  Bluni,  ox  the  Twenty-fif^  South  Garolina 
volunteers  (three  valuable  officers),  were  kiUed 
at  their  posts  of  duty,  during  tae  last  of  the 
siege.    Let  their  names  be  honored. 

i  desire  to  record  the  faithful  services  of  nri- 
vaiss  Laith,  and  Stewart,  and  Bond,  of  the  Ois^ 
Guard,  South  Ovolina  volunteers,  who  have 
remamed  voluntariljr  on  du^  at  Battery  Wagner 
almost  the  entire  siege,  alwavs  attentive  and 
cool  under  fire.  Stewart  would  make  an  ezoel- 
lent  oommissary,  and  LaMi,  a  practical  and  hard- 
working ordnance  officer. 

Lieutenant  R.  M.  Stiles,  ^igineer  corps,  credit- 
aUv  performed  the  duties  assigned  to  him. 

Lieutenant  Miller,  Company  A,  Second  Soutfi 
Carolina  artiUeiy,  was  distinguished  for  bis 
ooura^e,  and  for  his  cheerfulness,  which  was 
not  duninished  by  a  slight  wound  on  the  knee, 
and  bv  being  stunned  for  half  an  hour. 

To  Major  Bryan,  of  Qeneral  Beauregard!s  staff, 
who  volunteered  as  my  Adjutant-Qeneral,  I  am 
under  the  greatest  obliganons.  Although,  at 
the  time  I  was  ordered  to  Morris  Isluid  to 
assume  command  of  the  forces  there,  he  bad  a 
forloueh  to  visit  his  father  in  Georgia,  who  was 
very  iS,  he  promptly  waved  it,  and  volunteered 
to  go  with  me.  His  tact,  coolnesSt  experience, 
courage  and  untiring  industry,  were  of  the 
greatest  service  to  me.  During  the  night  and 
the  day,  his  vigikmce  extended  to  every  depart- 
ment, and  perpetually  sought  out  means  of 
increasing  our  resources  and  defences. 

In  spite  of  severe  indisposition,  for  several 
days,  I  have  made  every  exertion  to  meet  the 
vei^  unusual  responsibities  imposed  upon  me. 

'Mcing  aU  circumstances  into  consideration,  I 
trust  that  this  will  not  compare  unfavorably  on 
the  part  of  the  garrison  with  any  other  retreat 
made  during  this  war. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Ejextt, 

Colonel,  onmnaiidiag. 

Official: 

W.  GoBDON  McGabb. 


BBADQUi 


[EnxnsiD.] 

DiPAKnaarr  Bcnrb  Ohouka, 

OflOBOU,  .Aim  FUIBIDA, 

,  a.  C,  Sept.  19, 1MB. 
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Had  the  evacuatian  been  conducted  in  strict 
compliance  with  detsiled  orders,  it  would  be 
one  of  the  most  memorable  in  history,  and  here- 
after it  maybe  regarded  as  a  signal  success, and 
hidaly  creditable  to  the  oommanding  officer  and 
an  officers  and  men  who  participated  in  it 
Subjected  to  a  terrible  fire,  and  oeleaguered 
ahnost  to  the  Tery  ditch  of  the  work,  by  an 
enterprising,  watchful  adversary,  yet  the  entire 
garrison  was  withdrawn  in  niety.  The  cool- 
ness and  discipline  which  chaiacterized  this 
operation,  and  through  which  an  efficient  com- 
mand has  been  saved  to  the  countrv  for  future 
use,  are  deemed  worthy  of  note  and  commenda- 
tion by  the  "far  Department,  especially  when 
taken  in  connection  with  ttxeir  stoat  defence 
of  Morris  Island,  for  four  days  preceding  the 
evacuation,  together  with  the  limited  and  imper- 
fect means  of  water  transportation  at -command. 
One  of  ^e  reasons  assigned  for  not  bursting 
tiie  flpns,  blowing  up  the  magazines  and  bomb- 
proofs  in  Batteries  Wagner  and  Gregg,  is  an 
alleged  want  of  time,  after  the  order  to  evacuate 
had  reached  Morris  Island.  This  calls  for  re- 
marks from  these  headquarters.  It  had  been 
a  standing  order  for  several  weeks  previous  to 
the  evacuation,  that  in  such  an  event,  all  guns, 
magazines,  bomb-proolb,  ftc,  riiould  be  thor- 
oughly destroyed,  and,  with  that  view,  time 
fuses  had  been  tested,  and  with  *'  rat-tail "  fflee 
were  provided  for  bo&  works.  Further,  the 
written  special  instructions  of  Brigadier-General 
Ripley,  prescribing  measures  and  means  for 
the  complete  deetraction  of  these  works,  and  of 
their  armaments,  at  the  proper  time,  and  the 
detailed  orders  directing  and  regulating  the 
evacuation  of  Morris  Island,  were  received  bv 
the  oommanding  officer  ctf  cUxrk,  on  the  sizm 
instant  (about  bSl  p.  x.).  Tbe  last  detachment  of 
his  command  did  not  quit  the  island  until  after 
one  A.  K.,  on  tibie  seventh  instant ;  hence  there 
were  seven  hours  for  the  completion  of  all 
necessary  arrangements.  I  am,  therefore,  unable 
to  admit  that  there  was  any  lack  of  time  for  the 
thorough  executioli  of  the  work  of  destruction 
ordered.  It  is  not  explained  why  the  time-fuses 
failed  to  explode  the  powder  left  in  the  soaga- 
cines ;  tiiey  were^en  burning  brightlv  when 
last  observed,  and  it  is  theVefore  probable  that 
either  before,  or  whilst  ^e  fire  was  being 
applied,  the  ends  in  contact  wilh  the  powder 
were  accidentally  detadied. 

G.  T.  BaAUBBOABD. 
\  General,  ooinin«adiiis. 


PAPOtS  BSLATINO  to  SB  EVACUATION  OF  MORBD 
ISLAND— UBDTCffAirr  COLONEL  D.  K  HABBIB-REOQll- 
MEMOS  EVACUJfllON  OF  MORRIS  ISLAND  BATTERIES. 

OmcM  Of  "CuiEf  EifQincUf      ^    1 
Qunnrar,  Sooib  Gabouha,  Aogoie,  IMS.  J 

Brwadier-Oenercd   Thomas  Jordan,  Chi^  cf 
Gbnbral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I 
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visited  our  works  oa  Morris  Island  to-day,  and 
in  consideration  of  their  condition,  of  our  in- 
ability to  repair  damages  at  Battery  Wagner  as 
heretofore,  of  the  dispirited  state  of  its  garri- 
son, and  of  the  progress  of  the  enemy's  sap,  I 
am  reluctantly  constrained  to  recommend  an 
immediate  evacuation  of  both  Batteries  Wagner 
and  Gregg. 

The  thirty-six  hours  severe  bombardment  to 
which  these  batteries  have  been  sut^ected — 
confining  the  troops  to  the  shelter  of  the  bomb- 
proof— ^has  resulted  in  so  dispiriting  the  garrison 
of  Wagner,  as  to  render  it  unsafe,  in  the  opinion 
of  its  chief  officers,  to  rely  upon  it  to  repel  an 
assault,  should  the  enemy  attempt  one.  The 
head  of  the  euemv's  sap  is  within  forty  yards 
of  the  salient  of.  the  battery,  and  he  is  making 
rapid  progress  in  pushinjg;  it  forward,  unmo- 
lested oy  the  fire  of  a  single  gun,  and  with 
scarcely  any  annoyance  from  our  sharpshoot- 
ers. 

In  conse(^uence  of  the  accuracpr  of  fire  of  his 
land  battefies,  which  are  now  m  close  prox- 
imity to  Battery  Wagner — say  from  five  to  eight 
hundred  yard^— aided  by  reverse  fire  from  nis 
fleet,  it  is  impossible,  in  the  opinion  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  fort,  to  keep  up  a  fire  either  of  ar- 
tillery or  small  arms ;  and  tne  enemy  is  thus  left 
free  k)  work  on  his  trenches,  \^ich  he  is  push- 
ing rapidly  forward,  the  heaa  of  his  sap  being, 
as  above  stated,  within  forty  yards  of  the  salient 
of  the  work,  which  is  so  seriously  damaged  bpr  a 
battery  of  Parrott  ffuns,  kept  constan^v  playmp 
upon  it,  as  to  render  it  untenable.  This  difiS- 
culty  could,  however,  be  overcome  by  the  erec- 
tion of  a  parapet  across  the  gorge  of  ttie  salient, 
and  the  conversion  of  the  bomb-proof  covering 
into  another  parapet  overlooking  the  salient,  S 
it  were  practicaole  to  work,  as  heretofore,  at 
night.  The  covering  to  the  bomb-proof  and 
magazine  also  need  repair.  Wo  have  been  thus 
far  able  not  only  to  repair  damage  at  night,  but 
to  add  from  day  to  day  to  the  strength  of  the 
battery;  but  now  that  the  enemy's  sap  is  in 
such  close  proximity  to  the  battery,  and  he  has 
contrived  to  throw  light  upon  the  parapets  at 
nighty  it  is  impossible  to  do  so  without  a  heavy 
loss  of  men.  In  the  effort  last  night  to  repair 
damages,  the  commanding  officer  of  tiie  Tort 
reports  a  loss,  in  killed  and  wounded,  of  sixty 
to  eighty  men  of  the  working  pariy  alone. 
Without  our  ability*  to  repair  damage  at  night, 
the  battery  will  become,  under  the  incessant 
fire  of  the  enemy's  land  batteries  and  fleet,  un- 
tenable—say in  two  days. 

It  is  in  view  of  these  facts  that  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  make  the  recommendation  at  the 
commencement  of  this  report 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 

Yours  very  respectfully, 
D.  B.  Harris, 

Lientenaat-OoIoQel  and  Chief  Engineer 
Official: 

E.  Kbaxnt, 

A*  A  A.O«iktniL 


MPTOlBBOr  A  OQMWffittyOB  OF  GSOBAL  OFFttPS  P 

ooMiiKinoK  wns  tbb-  uuMunoH  or  Biamns 

WAOmB  AMD  «BHa 


SBiDQpntngB  ntPiirr— rr  Soon  QmoMffi, 
Gbobou.  avcd  TumxDA, 
GBttuntw,  &  C,  Seplember  Si,  1868. 
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At  eleven  o'clook  a.  v.,  ipurth  instant^  a  meet- 
ing of  offioers  wa«  convened  by  the  cofflmaad- 
mz  General,  at  his  office,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abung  him  to  dbtennine  how  much  Iwiger  he 
BhouQ  attempt  to  hold  the  north  end  of  Morris 
Island.  Present — General  6.  T.  Beauregard, 
commanding ;  Major-General  J.  F.  Gilmer,  sec- 
ond in  command ;  Brigadier-General  R.  S.  Rip- 
ley, commanding  First  military  distriot ;  Bnga< 
dier-General  Thomas  Jordan,  Qiief  of  Staff  and 
acting  Recorder ;  Brigadier-Genecal  Johnson  Ha- 
good;  Brigadier-General  A.  H.  Golauitt;  Lieo- 
tenant^olonel  D.  B.  Harrw,  Chief  Engineer  of 
the  Department. 

Brigadier-Generals  Hagood  and  Colquitt  have 
both  recently  commanded  on  Morris  Island,  and 
lieutenantOolonel  Harris,  who  had  frequently 
visited  Morris  Island  during  the  operations,  aaid 
was  present  during  the  assault  made  by  tlie  en- 
emy on  the  night  of  the  eiehteenth  of  July,  in 
companv  with  M%jor-Qeneral  Gilmer,  inspected 
the  worxs  on  the  night  of  the  third  instant,  by 
order  of  the  commanding  GeneraL 

The  first  question  addressed  to  these  officen 
was  as  follows : 

First — ^How  long  do  you  tiiink  Fort  Wagn^ 
can  be  held  without  vigard  to  safety  of  garri- 
son? 

Generals  Hagood  and  Colquitt  replied-— That 
in  their  belief  the  enemy  could  now  storm  and 
carry  the  parapet  of  Battery  Wagner  before  our 
men  could  be  got  out  of  the  oomb-proo£a,and  we 
would  then  be  held  at  a&tal  disadvantage.  That 
if  the  enemy  should  continue  bis  approaches 
as  now,  by  zig-zags  up  to  the  ditdi,  soma 
eight  or  ton  days  would  probably  elapse  before 
he  could  be  expected  to  take  the  work  by  reg- 
ular approaches,  but  that  an  assault  could  be 
made  successfully  some  days  sooner,  should  the 
enemy  advance  somewhat  nearer  by  construct- 
ing another  parallel  and  thence  dash  forward 
and  storm  the  works. 

Colonel  Haxris — ^Thought  the  enemy  would 
seek  to  take  the  work  bv  regular  approaches,  for 
which  ten  days  would  oe  neoeaaary.  The 
chances  of  success  of  an  attenipt  to  oairy  the 
work  after  a  partial  approach  somewhat  nearer 
than  at  present  would,  ne  believed,  bo  unfavor- 
able for  the  enemy.  An  attempt  to  cany  the 
work  by  storm  or  assault  at  present  would 
scarcely  be  successfuL 

Second— 'H.ow  long  can  the  fort  be  held  with 
a  fair  prospect  of  saving  its  garrison  with  the 
means  of  transportation  at  our  oommandf  and 
circumstances  relative  thereto  aa  heretofore  in- 
dicated bv  actual  experience  ? 

General  Hagood — ^Did  not  think  the  gairison 
of  Battery  Wagner  can  be  saved  without  we 
steal  a  march  on  the  enemy,  and  that  whmi  the 
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enemj  approaches  nearer,  he  will  be  oerfain  to 
get  nowiedg^  of  any  movement  toward  evacn- 
ation. 

General  Colquitt— Thonght  the  enemymaytake 
the  position  at  his  pleastire ;  may  lifht  np  the 
won:  now  witii  caloinm  lights ;  wai  toe  chances 
are  diminishing  dailjf  for  saving  the  garrison. 
Bat  both  Ihonght  with  proper  preoantions  the 
garrison  might  be  snocessfimy  withdrawn. 

Colonel  mrris — Did  not  believe  the  enemy 
would  attempt  assanit,  bnt  wonld  seek  to  take 
it  by  regular  approaches  on  the  salient,  hence 
the  garrison  might  be  saved  within  two  dar^s  of 
the  time  the  enemy  would  be  able  to  reach  the 
ditch,  or  the  completion  of  his  approaches. 

J%ird — ^How  lone  affcer  the  loss  or  evacnation 
of  Wagner  could  Fort  Gregg  be  held  T 

General  Hagood — ^If  vigorously  attacked, 
Battery  Gregg  would  fall  immediately  after 
Wagner  was  carried. 

General  Colquitt — Would  evacuate  both  the 
same  night. 

Colonel  Harris — BeHeved  if  vigorously  fol- 
lowed up,  Battery  Gregg  must  &U  immediately 
after  the  enemy  shall  get  possession  of  Wagner. 
In  case  the  reduction  of  Wagner  is  delayed  a 
week,  we  can,  however,  throw  up  intermediate 
works  for  infantry  to  check  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  and  delay  the  fall  of  Battery  Gregg,  say, 
three  aaye. 

Four&r-€a,n  the  heavv  guns  (two  in  Wagner 
and  three  in  Greg^)  in  those  two  works  be  re- 
moved before  their  evacuation,  without  endan- 
goring  the  safety  of  the  works  and  their  garri- 
sou? 

Generals  Hagood  and  Colquitt — ^Thought  the 
columbiads  could  be  removed  without  en- 
dangering the  safety  of  the  garrison,  especially 
if  precautions  were  taken  to  assure  tne  men 
that  these  guns  were  removed  because  now 
useless,  and  to  be  replaced  by  others  more  effec- 
tive in  this  Bta^e  of  defence.  The  columbiads 
do  not  materially  enhance  the  strength  of  the ' 
worlra  at  this  time.  ^ 

Colonel  Harris — ^Thought,  if  obstinate  resist- 
ance is  to  be  made,  the  guns  shoidd  not  be  re- 
moved. 

F\flh — Can  we  take  the  offensive  suddenly 
with  a  fair  prospect  of  success,  by  throwing, 
during  tiiie  night,  three  thousand  men  on  the 
north  end  of  Morris  Island,  making,  in  all,  four 
thousand  men  available,  bearing  m  mind  that 
no  reinforcements  could  be  sent  there  until 
night,  and  perhaps  none  for  several  nights^  ac- 
cording to  the  movements  of  the  enemy's  iron- 
clads and  the  fire  of  his  land  batteries  7 

GeneraLs  Hagood  and  Colquitt — ^Did  not  think 
the  offensive  can  now  be  undertaken  with  our 
present  means  of  transportation,  and  thought  it 
would  certainly  fail  if  attempted. 

At  half  past  two  p.  n.,  Brigadier-Ctonerals 
Hagood  ana  Colquitt  were  dismissed  to  their 
posts,  and  at  thrpe  p.  m.  the  conference  was  ad- 
journed, to  meet  aeain  at  eight  p.  x. 

At  eight  p.  x.  me  conference  was  resumed. 


Fteaent — General  G.  T.  Beaoregard,  Major-Gen- 
eral  J.  F.  Gilmer,  Brigadier-General  R.  &  Ripley, 
Brigadier-General  Thomas  Jordan,  and  Lieuten- 
ant^olonel  D.  B.  Harris. 

A  discussion  then  took  place  relative  to  the 
condition  of  the  works— the  probable  plan  of 
attack  of  the  enemy,  onr  means  of  defence,  of 
transportation,  and  reasons  for  prolonging  our 
foothold  on  Morris  Island  until  ten  o'clock 
p.  X.,  the  result  of  which  was  the  determination 
by  the  commanding  General,  to  hold  Morris 
Island  so  lone  as  communication  with  it  could 
be  maintained  at  night  by  means  of  row-boats, 
but  for  which  purpose  sailors,  or  men  able  to 
handle  boats  and  oars  with  efficiencr,  were 
essMitial.  It  was  agreed  that  the  holdUiig  of 
Morris  Island  as  long  as  possible  was  most  im- 
portant to  the  safely  and  free  use  of  the  harbor 
of  CSiarleston,  and  our  ability  to  keep  up  easv 
communication  with  the  works  on  Boltivan  s 
and  James  Islands,  in  view  of  which  it  was 
thought  proper  to  renew  wpplications  by  tele- 
graph to  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Naval  De- 
partments for  some  two  hundred  sailors  or  oars- 
men, which  was  done  at  once.  It  was  farther 
decided  that  tiie  five  heavy  guns  on  Morris 
Island,  being  neoessary,  morally  and  physically, 
for  the  defenoe  of  the  position  to  the  last  ex- 
tremibr,  and  such  beinflr  the  difficulties,  if  tiot, 
indeed,  the  insunnountMble  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  their  removal  at  this  time,  that  no  effort 
should  be  made  to  save  them,  and  conseqnentiy 
that  tiiey  should  be  ultimately  destroyed,  witii 
as  much  of  ^e  works  as  practicable,  when  fur- 
ther defmce  was  abandoned.  The  conferenee 
was  then  adjourned  until  an  answer  should  be 
received  to  applisation  for  oarsmen. 

Quauaanr,  a  GL,  Stptambw  7, 1MB. 

On  tfie  morning  of  the  sixth  instant,  the  de- 
spatches herewith,  marked  **  A,"  and  subsequent- 
ly a  letter,  marked  "B,"  from  Colonel  L.  M. 
imttf  commanding  Confederate  States  forces  on 
Morris  Island,  having  been  received,  reportine 
that  Battery  Wagner  was  no  longer  tenable,  and 
that  the  garrison  must  be  sacrificed  if  the  posi- 
tion was  not  evacuated  that  night,  detailed 
orders  were  issued  for  the  with£awal  of  the 
garrison  and  destruction  of  the  works  and  arma- 
ment, contingent  on  the  report  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hams,  Chief  Engineer,  who  was  direct- 
ed to  repair  at  onoe  to  Battery  Wagner  and 
iuflpect  and  report  its  condition  for  further 
derenoe.  His  report  is  appended,  marked  **  C." 
Meantime,  fW  Officer  Tucker  was  conferred 
with  and  callea  on  for  such  means  of  assistance 
in  ihe  withdrawal  of  the  garrison  as  were  at 
his  disposition,  and  every  possible  arrangement 
was  made.  The  orders  and  an  accompanying 
memorandum,  marked  ''E"and  ''F,''  were  S- 
nally  issued  and  reached  Morris  Island  about  six 
p.  X.  Orders  several  days  previouslv,  under 
instructions  from  these  headquarters,  had  been 
issued  by  the  district  commander,  reeulating 
the  manner  of  destroying  the  work  and  arma- 
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ment,  in  case  of  such  an  ezigeDcy.    See  papw 
marked ''  F." 

RaapectfiiUy  aabmiUed, 

TaOWJM  JoHOAtf, 

Ohiar  <tf  Btaff. 

IMSIKCCnONB  IN  REFERENCE  TO  EVlCUATION  Of  BAT- 

imiBB  WAomm  amd  ORBoa 


[ouft  JuixiiriuL  ] 

DvABimirr  gv  Sooiv  Cabouha,  GaoBOUf  iii]> 
twasDAf  CnASLUTov,  S.  C,  Boptomber  6, 186S. 


} 


Chmmamdinfi  Offktr  Battery  Wctfiwr: 

Sb:  As  It  is  within  the  contingendea  that 
Batteries  Wagner  and  Ghregg  may  be  evaouatod, 
I  wish  the  ensineer  and  aidUery  officers  to  be 
folly  prepared.  A  {quantity  of  safely-f use  has 
been  sent  down,  at  diffiarent  times,  to  both  Bat- 
teries Wagner  and  (kegg.  This  will  at  once  be 
examined  and  kept  in  plaioe  for  service.  All 
magazines  will  be  prepared  for  explosion,  be- 
fore the  final  evacvation  takes  place,  by  caus- 
ing aalaty-f uses,  at  least  three  in  nwnber,  to  be 
inserted  in  a  file  of  cartridges  or  a  barrel  of 
powder  in  each  magaaine,  to  be  carefnl^  trained 
so  that  ignition  be  not  premature,  and  of  the 
lebgth  to  insure  time  for  Maving  with  the  rear 
guard.  The  fuse  boms  filteen  seconds  to  the 
.foot,  so  that  if  ten  TPinntes  is  required,  the 
length  of  the  fuse  should  be  forty  feet,  or  more 
in  proportion. 

The  Engineer  Officer,  or  some  careful  peraon, 
should  be  provided  witii  mttfcches  and  Imstock, 
and,  at  a  signal  from  the  commanding  officer, 
should  light  carefully,  and  without  undue  haste, 
each  safety-fuse,  and  report 

The  Artillery  Officer  should  destroy  the  im- 
plements of  each  gun  which  is  not  firing,  and 
should  spike  secur^y  all  the  guns  of  raudler 
calibre,  destroy  the  elevating  screws,  a^d  ren- 
der the  carriages  unserviceable.  It  will  be  well 
to  ram  a  shot  or  shell  down  without  cartridge, 
first  insertinf^  a  small  wed^e  of  wood,  to  cause 
the  ball  to  stick  in  its  position. 

The  ten4nch  columbiads,  if  not  removed, 
must  be  destroyed.  They  must  be  burst,  if  pos- 
sible. It  is  intended  to  send  down  a  few  two- 
hundred-and-ten-pound  bolts,  with  Tennessee 
cajps.  If  these  come,  piit  in  two  cartridges, 
with  two  bolts,  prime  with  powder^  and  lasn  a 
small  cartridge  over  the  vent,  with  a  slow 
match  inserted.  Let  the  matches  be  fired  at  the 
same  time  with  the  magasines.  It  will  be  well 
to  cut  through  the  braces  of  the  carriage,  and 
put  all  the  eccentric  wheels  in  gear.  If  the 
Dolts  do  not  come,  put  in  two  cartridges,  two 
solid  shot,  another  cartridj^e,  and  then  fill  the 
gim  up  to  the  muzzle,  pruning  and  arranging 
the  saxety-fuses  as  before. 

Other  instructioDs  will  be  given  with  regard 
to  the  evacuation,  as  far  as  the  troops  are  con- 
cerned ;  but  ^ould  it  take  place,  as  these  ar- 
rangements will  depend  on  circumstances — and 
the  circumstances  and  the  destruction  of  armtf- 
ment,  &c,,  will  require  consideration  and  espe- 
cially coolness  on  the  part  of  the  artillery  and 


engineer  officer»-*it  haa  been  thought  firoper 
to  send  these  instroctioiis  now.  You  will  please 
communicate  them  to  the  artillery  and  engineer 
officers  of  the  command,  and  furxuah  them  with 
the  copies  indssed,  in  strict  confidence.  They 
most  be  turned  over  to  their  successors,  as  will 
be  the  case  with  this  papec  to  the  officMor  who 
relieves  you.  Should  Battery  Oregg  be  evacu- 
ated, the  same  arrangements  will  m  made  for 
the  demohtion  of  magaaines  and  armament ;  but, 
of  course,  at  that  point  it  will  not  take  place 
until  the  last  moment,  aooordiiw  to  instractions 
from  these  or  Department  headquaxters. 
Very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servanti 

R  &  Bipur, 

Brigftdl«r<Q«iMnl,  ooainaBdiag. 

Official :       Wx.  F.  Navgb, 

A.  A«  G. 

Official:       B.  KxAmnr, 

A.  A.  A.  O. 

TELBOBAMB  QIVINO  KKVCTIVK  FORCE  AT  WAOKBt* 
ffTATE  or  AFFAIRS  AT  THAT  WORK,  ETC. 

L  Bffignalyfwrived  at  12M  A.  M^Smtgmber 

sM^L863. 

MtmaoB  bum,  Septenbar  f,  1861 
Ckmiain  Nanoe,  A,  A,  O. : 

1  had  nine  hundred,  and  not  fourteen  hundred 
men.  About  one  hundred  of  these  to-day  were 
killed  and  wounded.  The  parapet  of  salient  ia 
badlv  breached.  The  whole  fort  is  much  weak- 
ened A  repetition  to-morrow  of  to-day's  fire 
win  make  the  fort  almost  a  ruin.  The  mortar 
fire  is  stni  very  heavy  and  fatsl,  and  no  important 
work  can  be  done.  Is  it  desirable  to  sacrifice 
the  garrison?  To  continue  to  hold  it  is  to  do 
so.  Gaptain  Lee,  the  engineer,  has  read  this 
and  agrees.    Act  promptly  and  answer  at  once. 

li.  M.  Keut, 

OBtoiM^  oonmMi&diiig. 

The  above  was  reoeived  by  me  at  1.30  a.  x., 
September  sixth.  G.  T.  B. 

ror  answer  of  General  commanding  see  No.  4. 

n.  Bjf  signal  from  MorrU  &UmdL 

8.46  JL  v.,  StptemMr  8th. 

Omtam  Nance,  A.  A.  O. : 

incessant  fire  from  Yankee  mortar  and  Parrott 
battery.  Oani;  work  negroes — ^better  look  after 
them  promptly.  Had  thirty  or  forty  soldiers 
wounded  in  an  attempt  to  work.  Will  do  all  I 
can,  but  fear  the  garrison  will  be  destroyed 
without  injuring  the  enemy.  The  fleet  is  open- 
ing, but  I  hope  that  we  may  stand  till  to-night 

Oqlonkl  Kkiit. 

m.  By  signoiflwn  Morris  hkmd. 

10J91.  ■.,  September  6th. 

Ooptoin  Nanoe^  A.  A,  O. : 

0oatB  must  be  at  Cummins*  Point  early  to- 
night, withotttfaU.  CouwxL  Kbdr. 

Official: 

£.  KXAXNT, 

A.A.A.Q 
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IV.  By  wtfinai  to  OokmA  L.  M,  JEM,  ootwrnand- 

fhA»T«ro>,  Septembor  0,  1368^2.15  a.  il 

Bepttir  work  with  soldiera  and  negroes  on 
island.  I  will  detenaine  to-d^y  what  meairarQS 
to  adopt  No  action  should  be  taken  in  haste. 
Tis  too  late  to  act  this  night 

G.  T.  Bbaobkuso. 
Officialt 

£.  KxABvr, 
A.  A.  A.  a 

MoBm  feusD,  September  0, 18(0— S.1S  p.  k. 

Cca^iain  Nance: 

Will  boats  be  here  UHiight  for  the  garrison  f 
If  so,  at  what  time  ?  And  if  our  saormoe  be  of 
benefit,  I  am  ready ;  let  it  be  said  so,  and  I  will 
storm  the  enemy's  works  at  once,  or  lose  every 
man  here.  The  enennr  are  within  fifty  vards  of 
us,  and  before  day  dawns  we  shomd  assault 
him,  if  we  remain  here.  Answer  positively,  and 
at  once. 

Assistant  Engineer  Stiles  has  just  inspeeted 
the  fort    He  says  it  is  untenable. 

lb  M.  Ksm, 

(Moneli  oommaDding. 

Official : 

W.  F,  Na5CK,     * 

A.A.O. 
E.  KVABHT, 

A.  A.  A.  e. 

BiAOtfunM  Batixbi  Wisim,  SepUmber  a,  186a 

Octpiain Nanoe,  A.  A.  O.,  Charieiten,  8.  €.: 

Caftaiit  :  The  enemy  will,  bjv  night,  advance 
their  parallel  to  the  most  of  tUs  battery.  The 
garrison  must  be  taken  away  immediately  after 
dark,  or  will  be  destroyed  or  ci^tiffed.  It  is 
idle  to  deny  that  the  'heavy  Parrott  shell  have 
breached  the  walls  and  are  knocking  awav  tiie 
bomb4)roofe.  Pray  have  boats  immediately 
after  dark  at  Cummins'  Point,  to  take  away  the 
men.'  I  say  deliberately  that  this  must  be  done, 
or  the  garrison  will  be  sacrificed,  I  am  sending 
the  wounded  and  sick  now  to  Cummins'  Point, 
and  win  continue  to  do  so,  if  possible,  until  aU 
are  gone.  I  have  a  number  of  them  now  there. 
I  nave  not  in  the  garrison  four  hundred 
efifective  men,  excluding  artiUery.  The  engineers 
agree  in  opinion  with  me,  or  rather  shape  my 
opinion.    I  shall  say  no  more. 

L.  M.  KiiR. 
E.  KsABirr, 

A.  A.  A.  O. 

8FBCIAL  OEtDEBS  DIBBCnNO  THE  EVACUATION  OF  BAT- 
TERHS  WAGNER  AND  ORfiGO. 

HiuD^ABBRS  nKPAsmr  ev  Sons  OAMUirA,) 

GlOSOU,  MSB)  Fttouiu,  > 

QijaLVTOir,  8.  C,  September  6, 188&  j 

JS^feckd  Qrder$t  No.  176. 

Battery  Wagner,  Morris  Island,  being  no 
longer  tenable,  without  undue  loss  of  life,  and 
the  risk  of  final  capture  of  its  entire  garrison, 
the  position  and  Battery  Gregg  wiU  be  evaou- 
ated  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  which  end  Uie 


following  anangements  win  be  made  by  the 
district  commander : 

1.  Two  of  the  Confederate  fiMates  iron-clads 
should  tike  up  positions  near  Fort  Sumter,  with 
their  guns  bearing  on  Cummins'  Point,  and  to 
the  eastward  ni  it 

At  the  same  time  all  our  land  batteries  wiU  be 
held  prepared  to  sweep  all  the  water  faces  of 
Battery  Gregg.  Transport  steamers  will  take 
poattions  wiwin  the  harbor,  but  as  near  as  prac- 
ticable to  Cummins'  Pointy  to  receive  the  men 
from  the  row-boats,  by  which  the  embarkation 
will  be  effected  from  Morris  Island* 

As  many  row-cheats  a*  necessary,  or  which 
can  be  manned  by  efficient  oarsmen,  will  be  pro* 
vided  and  kept  in  readmess  at  onoe,  to  ^Hroceed 
to  and  rea^  Cummins'  Point,  or  that  vicmity,  as 
soon  after  dark  as  may  be  prudent  Having 
reached  the  beach  of  Morris  hdand,  a  courier,  or 
a  relay  of  footmen,  wiM  be  dispatched  by  the 
naval  officer  in  chanc,  with  notice  of  the  fact  to 
ih»  officer  in  commuid  of  Battery  Wagner,  and 
of  the  exact  transport  capacity  of  the  boats.  A 
naval  officer,  with  proper  sssislaBts,  wifl  have 
ezelnsive  charge  of  tiie  boate  and  of  their  move- 
ments. 

2.  The  oommanding  officer  of  Battery  Wag- 
nmr  having  made,  during  the  day,  all  arrange- 
ments for  the  evacuation  and  destruction  of  the 
work  and  armament,  and  when  informed  of  the 
arrival  of  the  boats,  will  direct— first,  the  re- 
moval and  embarkation  of  all  wounded  men ; 
and,  thereafter,  acoordinff  to  the  capacity  of  the 
boats  at  hand,  will  wilhauraw  his  command,  by 
companies,  with  aoldier^  silence  and  ddibera- 
tion.  Two  companies  will  remain  in  any  event 
to  preserve  a  amow  of  occupation  and  repair, 
ana  to  defend  from  assault  during  embarkation ; 
and  it  is  sbictly  enjoined  that  no  more  men  shall 
be  pennitted  to  ouit  the  work  and  go  to  the 
landing,  than  can  be  safri^  embarked.  The  em- 
barkation will  be  supenntonded  by  the  field 
offioersi  or  regimental  and  battalion  commanders, 
who  will  halt  and  keep  their  respective  com^ 
mands  about  one  hundred  (100)  yards  from  the 
beats,  divide  them  into  suitable  squads,  for 
assignment  to  the  boats,  in  exact  conformity 
with  the  directions  of  the  naval  officers  in  charge 
of  embarkation,  and  then  superintend  the  dis- 
position of  the  men  aooordipgly,  impreasing  on 
all  the  vital  necessity  for  silence,  obedience  to 
orders,  and  the  utmost  coolness. 

3.  Tlie  companies  left  to  occupy  Battery  Wag- 
ner to  the  last,  will  be  under  the  charge  of  a 
firm  and  intelligent  field  officer,  who  will  not 
withdraw  his  command  until  assured  there  is 
sufficient  transportation  for  all  the  remaining 
earrison  of  the  island,  including  that  of  Battery 

4.  The  final  evacuation  will  depend  for  suc- 
cess, on  the  utmost  coolness  and  quiet  on  the 
part  of  everv  man.  At  least  two  officers, 
previously  selected,  wiU  be  left  to  light  the 
fuses,  already  arranged  and  timed  to  about  fif- 
teen minutes,  to  uow  up  the  magazine  and 
bomb-proof,  wad  to  destroy  the  armament  in  the 
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Buuiner  aiready  indicated  in  special  instmotions 
from  district  headquarters.  But  tbe  fuses  must 
not  be  set  on  fire  uitil  it  is  certain  that  there  is 
transportation  for  the  removal  of  all  the  nmrir 
son,  or  exoept  the  enemy  beoome  aware  of  tibe 
evacuation  and  are  evidently  aboAt  to  st<Hm  and 
enter  the  work.  The  men  must  be  embarked  with 
arms  loaded,  ready  to  repel  an  attack  by  both 
parties  of  the  enemy. 

6.  The  garrison  of  Battenr  Oregg  will  stand 
stanchly  at  their  post  until  the  uwt  company 
from  Battery  Wagner  ahall  be  embarked,  it 
will  then  take  to  the  boats  with  silence  and  de- 
liberation, provision  having  been  duly  made  at 
Battery  Wagner  for  the  destruction  of  the  work 
and  its  ordmnce.  Both  explosions  shall  be  as 
nearly  simultaneous  as  possible,  and  the  com- 
plete success  of  the  evacuation  will  nrobablv 
be  in  the  hands  of  those  whose  high  duty  will 
be  to  apply  the  fire  to  the  fuses  at  Battery 
Wagner. 

The  ganrison  of  Battery  Gregg  will  be  em- 
barked with  the  same  precautions  and  regula- 
tions a»  prescribed  for  Battery  Wagner. 

In  case  the  enennF  should  carry  Battery  Wag- 
ner immediately  after  the  garrison  shall  have 
evacuated,  or  in  any  way  the  explosion  of  the 
magagine  shall  be  prevented,  a  signal  of  three 
(3)  rockets,  discharged  in  rapid  succession,  shall 
be  made  from  Battery  Gregg,  when  the  naval 
vessels  in  position  and  our  land  batteries  bearing 
on  Battery  Wagner  will  be  opened  with  a 
steady  fire  on  the  sight  of  that  work,  as  will  be 
likewise  done  immediately  after  an  explosion 
shall  take  place,  and  this  me  will  be  maintained 
slowly  during  the  nisht 

Brigadier-General  Kipley  wiH  give  such  addi- 
tional orders  as  wiU  be  calculatea  to.  secure  the 
successful  evacuation  of  Morris  Island,  or  to 
meet  emergencies.  He  wiU  confer  with  Flag 
Officer  Ingraham,  and  procure  all  necessary  as- 
sistance. 

The  operation  is  one  of  the  most  delicate  ever 
attempted  in  war.  Ooolness,  resolute  courage, 
judgment  and  inflexibility  on  the  part  of  officers ; 
obedience  to  orders  and  a  constant  sense  of  the 
necessitv  for  silence  on  the  part  of  the  men,  are 
essential  for  complete  success  and  the  credit 
which  must  attach  to  those  who  achieve  it 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard. 

Thqiiab  Jordan, 

Cblef  oTSUlt 

Official: 

Jomr  M.  Otbt, 

A.  A,o, 

MEMORANDUM  IN    REFERENCE    TO    THE    REMOVAL  OF 
TROOFB  FROM  MORMB  ISLAND. 


HlADQUAKTBRfl  DlPAXTMXTr,  1 

Soum  Cmboukx^  Gwboia,  avd  Florida,  v 
lARLBRDif,  80pteab«r  6, 1868,  8.80  p.  m.  j 


Brigadier-Oeneral  IL  8,  Ripley,  eommanding 

First  MUUary  Disiria,  ChdrleHon,  8.  C: 

The  steamboats  to  take    position  near  the 

soutib  edge  of  the  channel,  and  about  midwav 

bAtw««n  Forts   Johnson  and  Sumter.     Small 

ply  between  steamers  and  Cummins' 


Point;  shonld  steamboats  be  driven  itom  their 
position,  must  go  to  F%rt  Johnson. 

First  trip  of  small  boats  to  take  off  the  sick 
and  wounaed  to  steamboats. 

First  (and  possibly  the  second)  trip  with 
troops,  to  be  landed  at  Sumter,  the  rest  at  steam- 
ers. If  the  steamboats  are  driven  away  by 
shot  and  shell,  then  at  Johnson. 

The  trips  to  be  continued  until  aU  are  off  of 
Morris  Island,  notwithstanding  the  sbdUng  of 
the  enemy. 

The  troops  landed  at  Snmter  to  be  removed 
to  steamers  or  Fort  Johnson,  as  soon  as  the 
transportation  of  the  whole  from  Morris  laland 
shall  have  been  finished. 

A  fast  boat  to  be  left  behind  for  the  dozeo 

(about)  officers  who  are  to  blow  up  magazines, 
>urBt  guns,  etc. 

Officers  in  Sumter  must  be  notified  of  the  in- 
tention to  land  troops  at  that  work,  frx>m  Morris 
Island. 

All  the  batteries  must  be  notified  of  this 
movement  of  small  boats  and  steamers  in  the 
harbor  to-night 

When  the  officers  left  at  Wagner  and  Grea 
to  explode  magazines,  &c.,  shall  have  got  sfm- 
oiently  &r  from  Cummins'  Point  for  our  batteries 
to  open  on  the  site  of  those  two  wotka,  those 
officers  will  set  off  from  their  boat  three  rockets, 
or  make  some  other  agreed  signal  to  notify  the 
batteries  that  they  can  commence  firing. 

A  blue  light  at  Gregg  will  indicate  when  the 
ten-minute  rases  in  Wagner  are  to  be  lighted : 
those  in  Gregg  are  not  to  be  lighted  imtil  ^ 
offioers  from  Wagner  have  reported. 

Troops  in  Wnnier  and  Gregg  win  march  at 
proper  times  to  Cummins'  Point  beach,  by  oom- 
pames,  each  company  being  Wted  a^nt  one 
hundred  yards  from  the  position  of  the  boats ; 
their  officers  will  then  send  them  by  equads 
equiviUeat  to  the  capaoify  of  each  boat  defined 
to  receive  them.  AJl  the  men  must  have  their 
arms  loaded  on  entering  ih»  boats  to  defend 
themselves  in  case  of  neoesaity. 

The  most  complete  silence  and  order  mast  be 
maintained  throughout  the  entire  operation. 

G.  T.  BBA)DigBQAB0, 

Oenenl,  oodbbmumUdk. 

Official: 

A.  R.  Ghibholm, 

A.  D.  0, 

Official: 

John  M.  Otkt, 
A.  A.  o« 

REPORT  of  major  SLLIOTt 


BiAOQCiKBMi  Iter  Senna,  \ 
September  9,  ISO.     / 

Oernktin  W.  F,  Kance,  A.  A.  O.:  • 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  of  making  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

About  eight  o'clock,  yesterday,  the  Ironsides, 
and  five  monitors,  took  positions  dose  to  Snlli- 
van's  Island,  and  engaged  Fort  Moultrie,  and  the 
batteries  on  that  isund.  They  kept  up  a  very 
severe  fire  for  several  hours,  our  batteries  repl> 
ing  promptiy. 


BOCDMEKTS. 
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Yesterday  morning,  a  monitor  waB  evidently 
aground  near  Morris  Island ;  on  reporting  ^e 
fact,  Fort  Moultrie  opened  on  her,  hitting  her 
efifectively  at  least  twioOb  Her  deck  was  six 
feet  above  the  watei4ine,  leaving  her  sides  ex- 
posed. Shell  Point  battery  also  fired  on  her. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  onr  fire  was  not  more 
general  and  continnons.  At  high  water,  in  tiie 
afternoon,  she  got  off. 

In  the  engagement  of  the  fleet  with  Fort 
Monltrie,  the  monitors  were  frequently  stmck, 
and  the  Ironsides  had  her  deck  hit  twice,  one 
of  the  shots  tearioe  away  a  kage  portion  of  her 
npper  bulwarks.  She  lay  alongside  of  a  trans- 
port all  the  afternoon,  evidentiy  undergoing 
repairs. 

Having  for  several  nights  expected  a  boot 
attack,  I  had  one-third  of  the  garrison  under 
arms  on  the  parapet,  and  tlie  remainder  so 
posted  as  to  reinforce  with  promptness. 

At  one  A.  X.,  this  morning,  I  saw  a  fleet  of 
barges  approaching  firom  the  eastward.  I  or- 
dered the  fire  to  be  reserved  until  they  should 
arrive  within  a  few  yards  of  ti^e  fort  The 
enemy  attempted  to  land  on  the  south-eastern 
and  southern  faces.  He  was  received  by  a  well 
directed  fire  of  musketrv,  and  by  hand-grenades, 
-which  wwe  very  effective  in  demoralizing  him. 
Fragmenta  of  the  epaulement  were  also  &own 
down  upon  him.  The  crews  near  the  shore 
Booght  refuge  in  the  recesses  of  the  foot  of  tiie 
scarp ;  those  farther  of,  in  flight  The  repulse 
was  decided,  and  the  assault  was  not  renewed. 
His  force  is  reported  to  have  been  four  hundred 
men,  but  it  is  beHeved  to  have  been  nrach 
larger.  His  loss  is  four  men  killed;  two  offi- 
cers and  seventeen  men  wounded,  and  ten  offi* 
cers  and  ninety-two  men  captured.  We  secured 
five  stands  of  colors  and  five  barges;  others 
were  disabled,  and  drifted  off.  One  gunboat,  and 
Fort  Johnson,  and  the  Sullivan's  Mand  batteries 
enfiladed  our  faces,  and  contributed  to  prevent 
a  renewal  of  the  assault  Many  of  the  shots 
struck  the  fort  The  garrison,  consisting  of  ^e 
Ghaiieston  battalion,  behaved  admirabTy.  All 
praise  is  due  to  Major  Blake,  his  officers  and 
men,  for  the  promptness  and  gallantry  displayed 
in  the  defence. 

Very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

Stspbsn  Elliott;  Jr., 

Major  Artillery,  P.  ▲.  CL  8.,  commaiullng. 


Doc.  46. 
THE  SIEGE  OF  VICKSfiUBG,  MISSISSIPPL 

UEUTESfAirr-GENERAL  PEMB01TON*S  REPORT 


OAxmnriLU.  Ai.*ii*if«,  > 
Augosi  2d,  1868.         i 

General  8»  Oooper,  A,  andl.  G.,  Richmond^  Via, : 
Gbneral  :  At  the  earliest  moment  compatible 
with  the  performance  of  other  and  very  press- 
ii^  duties,  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  tiie  troops 


of  the  Department  of  Mississippi  and  East 
Louisiana,  preceding  and  during  the  siege  re- 
sulting in  the  capimlation  of  Yicksburg.  The 
enemy,  after  long  continued  and  strenuous  efforts 
to  reach  the  rirht  flank  of  Yicksburg  by  forc- 
ing a  passage  uirou^h  the  upper  Yazoo  River, 
fiimlly  relinquished  his  design,  and  on  the  nieht 
of  the  fourth  and  fifth  of  April,  re-embarked  his 
troops,  and  before  daylight  was  in  rwid  retreat. 
About  the  same  time  a  heavy  force  or  the  enemy 
whidi  had  been  collected  at  Baton  Bo^e,  was 
mostly  withdrawn,  and  transferred  to  Western 
Louisiana,  leaving  but  one  division  to  occupy 
that  place.  After  consultation  by  telegraph 
with  Major-G^etal  Qardner,  commanding  Port 
Hudson  and  the  Third  military  district,  deem- 
ing the  garrison  at  Port  Hudson  more  than 
sufficient  under  existing  circumstances,  and  to 
save  supplies  at  a  point  so  difficult  to  provide 
— the  navigatfon  of  the  Mississippi  River  being 
then  obstructed  to  us,  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Bed  River,  from  whence-  large  quantities  of 
subsistence  stores  were  "drawn,  being  blockaded 
by  one  of  the  enemy's  gunboats—I  ordered 
Rust's  brigade  and  two  regiments,  under  Briga- 
dier-General Bufbrd,  to  proceed  immediately  to 
Jackson,  Mfssissippi,  with  the  then  view  of 
employing  them  against  raids  of  the  enemy  in 
Northern  Mississixypi,  m^  great  deficiency  in 
cavalry  leaving  that  portion  of  the  department 
almost  wi&out  protection. 

About  the  eleventh  March,  fearing  that  the 
enemv  might  succeed  in  opening  a  canal,  prac- 
ticable for  the  passage  of  transports  across  the 
peninsula  opposite  Yicksburg,  I  deemed  it 
necessary  to  occupy  Grand  Gulf,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Biff  ^fack,and  assigned  Brigadier- 
General  Jno.  £  Bowen,  with  his  Missouri 
brigade,  to  that  point,  with  instructions  to  con- 
struct batteries  tor  the  protection  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Big  Black,  and  as  a  secondary  obstacle  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississipp  iRiver.  Gen- 
eral Bowen  was  also  directed  to  look  well  to  the 
approaches  by  the  Bayou  Pierre.  He  subse- 
auently  informed  me  that  he  had  prepared  for 
the  defence  on  both  sides  of  the  Bayou.  On  the 
twenty<second,  five  heavy  guns  were  mounted 
and  ready  for  service ;  two  of  these  were  re- 
moved from  the  batteries  at  Yicksburg,  and  three 
intended  for  gunboats  being  built  in  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department,  were  detained  by  my 
order,  it  being  impracticable  to  obtain  them  else- 
where. At  the  same  time  the  enemy  commenced 
his  movement  to  reach  Yicksburg  by  the  Hush- 
puccana  and  Deer  C^eek ;  another  expedition  was 
also  attempted  through  BteePs  Bayou,  via  Roll- 
ing Fork  and  the  Sunflower,  the  object  of  both 
being  to  enter  the  Tazoo  River,  above  Havnes' 
Bluff;  in  these  designs  he  was  completely 
baffled.  Many  of  our  smaller  boats,  which  were 
also  fitted  for  tiie  navigation  of  these  streams, 
and  which  were  employed  in  the  tranportation 
of  supplies  for  Yicksburg,  were  necessarily 
diverted  from  this  purpose  to  transport  troops 
to  meet  and  repel  these  expeditions.  The  same 
interruption  in  the  transportation  of  supplies 
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was  also  of  ooiwiMit  ocoorrMioe  during  the  pro- 
tracted expedition  Tia  tbe  Tazoo  Fmss,- 

On  ihe  sevenili  of  April  I  received  a  tdbgnun 
from  the  President,  incpiring  as  to  tiie  praoti- 
cabiiity  of  aendine  remforcementa  to  General 
Bragg,  in  Middle  Tenneeaee,  and  directing  me 
to  send  them  if  existing  oironmstuisee  in  the 
department  wonld  admit  of  it 

On  the  same  day  I  informed  the  President  bry 
telegram,  that  in  my  judgment  it  was  not  safe 
to  diminish  the  forces  in  tnis  department  at  that 
time.  On  ihe  nintii  of  April  I  telegr^died 
General  S.  Cooper,  A.  and  L  G.,  as  follows: 
*'  I  am  confident  that  few  reinforcements,  if  any, 
have  been  sent  to  Rosecrans  from  Grant;  no 
troops  whatever  are  roported  to  have  gone 
above  the  month  of  the  Tazoo  Pass.  I  endeavor 
to  keep  (General  Johnston  advised  of  any  move- 
ment which  may  affect  his  army.  TIm  enenqr 
is  constantly  in  motion  in  all  directioiis;  he 
appears  now  to  be  partictdary  engaged  with 
Deer  Greek,  by  land  m>m  Greenville.  I  have 
forces  there  to  meet  him.  It  is  reported,  but 
not  yet  confirmed,  that  a  movement  imder 
MoGlemand,  in  laar^  force  by  land,  is  in  pro- 
cess west  of  the  nver  aad  so^othward ;  I  donbt 
it  My  operations  west  of  the  Mississippi  mnst 
greatly  depend  on  the  movement  of  the  enemy's 
eunboats.  I  have  several  regiments  now  near 
Kew  Carthage.  I  will  inform  yon  promptly  of 
anything  important,  and  if  I  ascertdn  that  part 
of  Grant's  amy  is  retnforoine  Rosecrans,  will 
dispatch  troops  to  (General  J(»mston  as  rapidly 
asjpossible/* 

On  the  eleventh  of  April,  I  again  telegraphed 
General  Cooper,  A.  and  I.  G.,  and  Genml  J.  K 
Johnston,  at TnUahoma,  as  foUows:  ''A  scont 
from  Austin  reports  that  forty  transports,  loaded 
down,  bnt  witnont  troops,  passed  up  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  on  the  third!^aod  fonrai  instant" 
Bri^ier-General  Chalmers  reports  that  EHetf  s 
marme  brimde  passed  np  ^e  Mississippi  on  ti^e 
seventh.  The  same  evening,  tihree  gxmboats 
and  nineteen  transports,  loaded  with  troops, 
passed  up — ^the  last  ten  boats  from  TaUahatohie, 
twenty  miles  up  Cold  Water,  on  Wednesday, 
going  up.  I  think  that  most  of  Grant's  forces 
are  being  withdrawn  to  Memphis." 

On  tiie  same  day  I  again  telegraphed  General 
Johnston  as  follows:  "The  following  report  just 
received :  Scout  Kemp  reports :  *  Near  !E^haha  on 
the  tenth ;  the  enemy  is  strengthening  his  guard 
on  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Ram-oad. 
Twelve  thousand  troops  passed  Memphis  going 
up  the  river,  on  the  seventh,  llie  same  dav, 
fiftv  pieces  of  artillery  were  landed  at  Memphis, 
and  taken  to  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  depot 
Ftert  of  Grant's  army  reported  to  be  going  to 
Corinth,  and  down  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road— ^the  balance  to  reinforce  Rosecrans.'  Law- 
son  reports,  near  Memphis,  tentii:  'Marine 
brigade  gone  up  Cumberland  River ;  also,  four- 
teen transports  and  two  gunboats  passed  up  the 
river  on  the  night  of  the  seventh.  A  corps  of 
engineers  reached  Memphis  from  below.' "  Act- 
ing on  these  and  other  corroborating  reports,  I 


said  to  Geaeral  Jolmston,  in  olesing  my  dis- 
patdi:  **  I  am  coHeoting  taroofNi  here^  and  can 
send  you  four  thousaiid  (4/X)0)  at  once,  if  abao- 
lutelv  necessary ;"  and,  aooordmgly,  the  Mgades 
of  Gfenenbis  Tflglunan,  Rust»  and  Boford,  were, 
on  the  thirteentn  of  April,  placed  under  orden 
to  move  witti  dispatBh  to  ToBahoma,  while 
General  Yanghn's  brieade,  of  Bast  TeoneMeaDs, 
was  ordered  to  be  held  in  veadjaess  to  aaove  at 
short  notice.  Mijor  L.  Mima,  Qaief  Qoarter- 
mastsr,  was  instructed  to  fumirii  the  necessary 
transportation  as  speedily  as  possible ;  and  the 
following  dispatch,  dated  April  twelfth^  wis 
transmitted  to  General  Johnston:  **I  wiB  for- 
ward  troops  to  yom  as  fast  as  traasportalion  can 
be  furnished,  about  eight  thousand  men.  Am 
satitfied  Roseorans  ivHll  be  reinforced  from 
Grant's  army.  Shall  I  order  troops  to  Tu]]a> 
homaf"  On  the  fifteenth  April,  statementB 
made  by  persons  just  out  of  Memphis,  of  which 
I  was  notified  by  telegraph,  indicated  that  the 
retrograde  movement  max  Vicksfouig  was  prob- 
ably a  ruse,  and  that  an  early  attack  might  be 
expected  on  that  place;  and  on  the  sixteenth,  I 
telegraphed  General  Johnston  thus:  *'I  can 
send  jrou  only  two  brigades ;  the  latest  iaforma- 
tion  induces  the  belief  that  no  large  part  of 
Grant's  army  will  be  removed."  On  the  sasK 
day  General  Btevenson  was  directed  to  delay 
the  movemwit  of  Vaughn's  brinde;  and  on 
the  seventeenth  Major  Mismi,  Chief  Quarter- 
master,  was  isstracted  that  no  more  troop 
would  be  forwarded  in  the  direction  of  Tolb- 
home  until  further  orders. 

General  Tilghman's  was  held  In  position  be- 
tween Jackson  and  the  Big  Black  filidge,  and 
on  th9  same  day  the  following  telegram  wk 
dispatched  to  Qeaeral  Cooper,  A.  sod  L  G.: 
"  General  Btevenson  noorts  that  eiRht  boala  at- 
tempted to  pass  Yicksbuig  hwt  ni^t;  Ave  woe- 
ceeaed  in  passing,  one  was  burned  and  sank, 
and  two  disabled.  Ctaneral  Chalsaws  mports 
sixty-four  stesmen  left  Menqxhis  en  the  M- 
teenth  instant,  loaded  with  troops  and  negroes, 
apparently  with  intention  of  malring  an  assault 
on  Yioksbure.  The  enemy  has  nine  (9)  boats 
between  Yicacsbuig  and  Port  Hudson.  I  cannot 
send  any  more  troops,  and  think  that  these  on 
the  way  to  General  Johnstcm  should  come  beck.' 

Genera]  Bowen,  at  Grand  Gulf  was  immedi- 
ately advised  of  the  passage  of  the  boats  re^ 
ferred  to  in  the  above  dispatoh,  and  instmcied 
to  withdraw  his  troops  from  die  LouisiaBa 
shore,  at  the  first  &vorable  opportunitf;  he 
was  also  immediately  reinforced  by  the  Sixth 
Mississippi  regiment  and  First  Gonfedeimte  bat- 
tidion,  ana  a  field  battery.  On  the  sane  day  the 
following  telegram  was  dispatched  to  GeWal 
Johnston.  "The  troops  sent  you  were  taken 
from  Port  Hudson ;  a  bngade  under  Brigadier- 
Genera]  Buford,  aggregate  present  four  tfioo- 
sand  and  sizty^ve.  The  enea^  has  nine  baatB 
between  Yicksburg  and  Port  Hudson.  He  has 
land  forces  at  New  Carthage,  from  Grants  amy. 
and  can  reinforce  them  to  an^  extent ;  he  caa 
use  his  nine  boats  to  cross  his  troepn  to  this 
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Bid«.  The  arrival  of  Gkoesal  Loranzo  lliooiaa 
has  ohanged  tfaa  enemy's  plana,  or  hia  move- 
ment up  the  rhrer  waa  a  mae.  I  onght  to  have 
baok  Biiford*8  brigade;  oertau4y  no  more 
troopa  ahonld  kave  this  dopartment.  A  dish 
patdi  froai  Brigadies^Genenl  Ghalmara,  yeater- 
axy^  Bti^f  nxty-fonr  boata  loft  Memphia  ainoe 
Tharada^,  loaded  vith  aoldiers  and  negroea, 
oetenaibly  to  aaaavlt  Tiokabnrg.  The  rut  on 
iheTaaoo,  at  Snyder'a  Milla,  has  given  way,  and 
ia  entirely  deaiaroyed ;  I  ana,  therefore,  oompelled 
to  Btreng[then  the  balteiieB  there  at  the  ezpenee 
of  Viokabnrg.  General  Btevenson  reporta  that 
eight  boati  paaaed  the  bend  laat  night ;  one  waa 
bnmed  and  two  diaaUed ;  ai^parently,  the  other 
five  eaeaped  imiiqnred.  Inoioationa  of  an  at- 
tack on  V  iokabnrg  are  ao  atrong,  that  I  am  not 
warranted  in  aending  any  more  troops  from  this 
department"  From  information  received  after 
this  dispatch  waa  aent,  I  teamed  that  eight 
of  the  enemy's  most  formidable  gnnboata,  oe- 
sides  hia  truisports  and  barges,  ancoeeded  in 
passing  safely  on  the  sixteenth. 

I  fonnd  it  a  very  difficult  matter  to  obtain  the 
necessary  hawsers  and  chaitts  for  the  raft  in 
the  Taasoo,  but  it  waa  speedily  replaced  under  the 
active  and  energetic  anpervision  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Weldon.  My  request  for  the  return  of  ti^e 
troopa  forwarded  to  Middle  Tenneesee  to  re- 
inforce General  BtBipg,  waa  immediately  com- 
plied with.  A  portion  of  them,  however,  had 
reached  Chattanooga ;  the  remainder  were  halted 
by  telegraph  at  various  points  on  the  route,*  and 
the  whole  were  reatorea  to  this  department  as 
Bo<m  aa  was  praetieable. 

The  enemy's  vessels  of  war  occupying  the 
river  between  Vicdttbui^  and  Grand  Gulf,  it 
was  impoaaible  for  me  to  operate  effectually  in 
the  Tran»>Mississippi  Deptuianent,-  to  prevent 
the  advance  of  the  enemy  to  the  west  Dank  of 
the  river. 

On  theaeventeenth  April,therefore,  I  addressed 
tiiie  following  tekgiapnic  communication  to  Gap- 
tain  £.  Powell,  A.  Q.  M.,  at  Natchez :  ''  Forward 
the  following  to  I^eutenant^neral  Smith,  or 
Major-Qenenu  Taylor,  viz.:  'For  the  want  of 
the  necessary  transportation,  I  cannot  operate 
efifectaally  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river ;  the 
enemy  is  now  in  force  at  New  Carthage  and 
Richmond.  I  be^  your  attention  to  this.  Cap- 
tain Powell  notified  me  at  once  that  this  dis- 
patch had  been  forwarded  by  courier. 

On  the  eighteenth,  I  addressed  a  second  com* 
munication,  through  the  same  medium,  as  fblr 
lows:  *' LieutenantGeneral  Smith,  or  Mi^'or- 
General  Taylor :  The  enemy  are  cuttmg  a  passage 
from  near  Young's  Point  to  Bayou  Vidal,  to  reach 
the  Missisaippi  River,  near  New  Carthage; 
without  co-operation  it  is  impossible  to  oppose 
him.  Inform  me  what  action  you  intend  to 
take."  To  these  communications,  and  to  a  sub^ 
sequent  one  of  twenty-second  April,  I  received 
no  replv,  until  after  the  capitulation  of  Ticks- 
burg,  when  an  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of 
that  of  the  twenty-secono,  dated  May  thirtieth, 
reached  me* 


On  the  nineteenth,  reports  of  raids  in  Northern 
Mississippi,  from  several  points  in  Tennessee, 
reached  me.  AU  the  available  cavahry  north  of 
the  Southern  Railroad  was  at  once  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  Brigadier-Generals  Ruggles  and 
Chalmers,  commanding  respectively  ue  First 
and  Fifth  military  districts,  which  embraced  all 
the  northern  portion  of  the  State  of  Mississippi ; 
and  both  were  notified  of  the  ejected  raids. 
Two  companies  of  cavaby  of  Waul's  L^on 
alone  were  ordered  to  report  to  Brifradior-Gen- 
eral  Barton,  at  Warrenton.  One  of  me  maraud- 
ing expeditions,  under  Colonel  Grierson,  whidi 
orossea  the  Tallahatchie  River  at  New  Albany, 
succeeded  in  passing  directly  through  the  State, 
and  eventually  joined  General  BatiKs'  forces  at 
Baton  RougCy  liouisiana.  So  great  was  the  con- 
sternation created  by  this  raid,  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  obtain  any  reliable  information  of 
the  enemv's  movements,  rumor  placing  him  in 
various  places  at  the  same  time. 

On  the  twentieth,  I  addressed  the  following 
telegram  to  General  Johnston:  '^Can  you  not 
make  a  heavv  demonatration  with  cavalry  on 
the  Tallahatchie,  towards  Abbeville,  if  only  for 
fifty  miles  ?  The  enemy  are  endeavoring  to  com- 
pel a  diversion  of  my  troops  to  Northern  Missis- 
sippi." The  same  day  the  following  communi- 
cation was  addressed  to  General  Johnston  in 
response  to  one  from  him,  asking  if  I  could  not 
send  reinforcements  to  the  assistance  of  Colonel 
Roddy :  '^  I  have  not  sufficient  force  to  give  any 
efficient  assistance  to  Colonel  Roddy.  The  ene- 
my are  advancing  from  Memp^iis,  via  Hernando ; 
from  Grand  Junction  and  LaGrange,  via  Holly 
Springs  and  Salem,  and  from  Corinth,  via  New 
Albany.  You  are  aware  that  I  have  but  a  feeble 
cavalry  force ;  but  I  shall  certainly  give  you  all 
the  aid  I  can.  I  have  literally  no  cavalry  from 
Grand  Gulf  to  Yazoo  City,  whUe  the  enemy  is 
threatening  to  pass  the  river  between  VickB- 
burg  and  Grana  Gulf,  having  now  twelve  (12) 
vessels  below  the  former  place.  A  gunboat 
and  one  transport  passed  Austin  on  the  eight- 
eenth, having  in  tow  fifteen  flatrboats  or  pon- 
toons, with  twenty-five  skifGs  on  them.  Another 
transport  passed  Austin  on  the  nineteenth,  tow- 
ing sixteen  flats  or  pontoons." 

Brigadier-General  Buggies  was  directed  to 
send  bXL  his  available  cavalry,  both  Confederate 
and  State,  at  once  towards  Corinth,  as  a  diversion 
in  favor  of  Colonel  Roddy,  General  Johnston 
having  infonped  me  that  a  superior  force  of  the 
enemy  from  Corinth  was  in  front  of  Roddy  at 
Tuscumbia,  and  desiring  me,  if  possible,  to  send  | 
aid  to  the  latter.  Havmg  no  available  cavalry 
to  meet  the  raid  of  Grierson,  which  was  ravag- 
ing the*  northern  portion  of  the  State,  I  endeav- 
ored to  employ  a  portion  of  Buford's  brigade 
i infantry),  then  retumin|;  to  the  department,  and 
lirectea  the  commanding  officer  of  the  First 
regiment,  on  his  arrival  at  Meridian,  to  remain 
until  further  orders,  to  protect  the  niost  impor- 
tant points  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
and  tnereby  succeeded  in  saving  the  valuable 
pjroperty,  machinery,  &c.,  at  Enterprise,  upon 
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which  town  the  enemy  advanced  and  demanded 
its  Borreuder ;  bnt  Major-General  Loring  having 
reached  there  with  a  aniBcient  force  of  infantry 
in  time,  their  object  waa  frnatrated.  The  enemy 
had  previonsly  ancceeded  in  destroyingaeveral 
miles  of  the  track  of  the  Southern  Raihroad 
west  of  Oinnky  River,  which  for  more  than 
a  week  greatly  delayed  the  transportation  of 
troops,  and  entirely  prevented  that  of  supplies 

Sccept  bv  wagons)  fW>m  onr  depots  on  ihe 
obile  and  Ohio  Railroad. 

To  meet  these  raids,  as  far  as  possible,  Major- 
General  Loring  was  placed  in  command  of  all 
the  troops  then  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road ;  he  was  directed  not  to  leave  the  line  of 
the  road  for  any  great  distance ;  to  keep  in  tele- 
graphic communication  with  me,  and  constantiy 
to  advise  me  of  his  position ;  and  that,  opera- 
tions on  that  line  being  minor  in  importance  to 
those  upon  the  Mississippi  River,  his  troops 
must  be  so  disposed  as  to  enable  him  to  move 
tiiem  in  that  direction  at  a  moment's  notice. 
The  same  day  the  following  oomraunication  was 
addressed  to  General  Johnston  at  TuUahoma : 
"  Heavy  raids  are  making  from  Tennessee  deep 
into  this  State ;  one  is  reported  now  at  Stark- 
ville,  thirty  (30)  miles  west  of  Gohunbus.  Oiv- 
alry  is  indispensable  to  meet  these  expeditions ; 
the  littie  I  have  is  in  the  field  there,  but  totally 
inadequate.  Gould  vou  not  make  a  demonstra- 
tion with  a  cavalry  rorce  on  iheir  rear  f^ 

Another  expedition  having  been  reported 
moving  across  the  country  in  a  south-westerly 
direction  from  Pontotoc,  Bri^dier-Oenerai  Fea- 
therston,  then  commanding  Fort  Pemberton,  on 
the  Yazoo,  was  ordered  to  move  without  delay 
toward  Duck  Hill,  or  Winona,  and  GeneraJ 
Til^hman,  then  at  Canton,  was  directed  to  hold 
trams  in  readiness  to  move  to  Winona  at  a 
moment's  notice.  This  became  more  necessaiy 
as  a  heavy  column  of  infantry,  as  well  as  cav- 
ah*y,  was  reported  moving  from  Memphis,  with 
the  supposed  view  of  taking  possession  of  Gre- 
nada. The  same  day  the  following  communica- 
tion was  telegraphed  to  General  Cboner,  A.  and 
L  G. :  "I  have  so  littie  cavalry  that  I  am  com- 
pelled to  direct  a  portion  of  my  infeintry  to  meet 
raids  in  Northern  Mississippi.  If  any  troops 
can  possibly  be  spared  from  other  departments 
I  think  they  should  be  sent  here."  Every  effort 
was  made  by  me  to  provide  cavalry  to  arrest 
Grierson's  raid,  also  to  accumtUate  a  force  for 
operations  in  the  direction  of  Warrenton,  and 
Gfrand  Gulf. 
^  Thinking  it  quite  as  probable  that  Grierson 
would  retom  by  the  route  on  which  he  was 
advancing  as  that  he  would  continue  his  prog- 
ress southward,  on  the  twenty-fourth  Briga- 
dier-Gkneral  Chalmers,  at  Panola,  was  directed 
to  move  with  all  his  cavalry  and  light  artillery, 
via  Oxford,  to  Okolona,  to  intercept  the  force  of 
the  enemy  then  at  Newton  Station,  on  the  South- 
em  Railroad.  Captain  Henderson,  commanding 
special  scouts  at  Grenada,  was  also  instructed  to 
send  couriers  to  Generals  Loring,  Buford,  and 
Ruggles,  notifying  those  officers  i>y  telegrams 


from  the  nearest  telegraph  offioe.  and  adviaing 
each  station  on  the  road  that  the  enemy  had 
readied  Newton,  on  the  Southern  road. 

A  force  was  also  ordered  to  proceed  from 
Jackson  to  Forrest  or  Lake  Station,  or  to  such 
oilier  points  aa  circomstances  might  render 
necessary.  Major-General  Gardner,  at  Port 
Hudson,  was  notified  that  the  enemy  had 
reached  tiie  Southern  Ridlroad;  Ifaat  it  was 
probable  he  would  endeavor  to  form  a  junc- 
tion witii  Banks  at  Baton  Rouge,  and  was  in- 
structed to  send  all  his  disposable  cavalry  to 
intercept  him.  Brigadier-General  Featheiatone, 
witii  his  brigade,  then  at,  or  en  route  for,  Win- 
ona, was  ordered  to  move  to  Grenada,  if  there 
was  any  approach  of  the  enemy  (as  was  re- 
ported) from  the  north  on  that  place,  unless  he 
was  idso  threatened  bv  an  advance  from  the 
east  As  it  was  possible  that  Grierson'a  forces 
might  return  by  Jackson,  such  anaoieements  as 
my  means  allowed  were  made  to  d^end  the 
capital  of  the  State.  Brigadier-Geneial  Tilgh- 
man,  then  at  Canton,  was  authorized  to  mount 
one  of  his  regiments  at  that  plaoe,  by  the  im- 
pressment of  horses,  or  otiierwiae,  and  imme- 
diate steps  were  taken  to  mount  the  Twentieth 
Mississippi  and  a  detachment  of  the  Fourteenth 
Mississippi,  both  of  these  regiments  being  at 
the  time  on  dutv  in  Jackson.  Similar  authority 
was  given  to  General  Loring,  then  on  the  Mo- 
bile and  Ohio  Railroad,  to  mount  what  force  he 
could  on  that  line.  In  the  impressment  of 
horses  and  their  necessary  equipments,  Major 
L.  Mims,  Chief  Quartermaster,  was  materiallT 
aided  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Mis- 
sissippi, who  was  also  eamestiy  advised  to 
mount,  by  the  same  process,  a  porti<Mi  of  the 
the  State  troops  in  Northern  MississippL 

All  the  cavalry  I  could  thus  collect  soiith  of 
the  Southern  Railroad  was  placed  under  the 
orders  of  Colonel  R.  V.  Richardson,  until  be 
should  frJl  in  with  Colonel  Wirt  Adams,  who 
was  then  dfrected  to  assume  ccMmnand  acd 
direct  the  movements  of  the  whole.  On  tlte 
twenty-eighth,  it  was  ascertained  that  Griersoii 
was  continuing  his  movement  south  of  Hazle- 
hurst,  and  not  towards  Grand  Gulf,  or  the  Kg 
Black  Bridge.  tJolonel  Adams  was  directed  to 
follow  him  up  and  ambuscade  him  if  posssible. 
These  instructions  were  carried  out  as  far  as 
practicable,  and  resulted  in  a  smart  skirmish 
near  Ui^ion  Church ;  Colonel  Adams'  force,  how- 
ever, was  too  weak  to  effect  anything  impor- 
tant Grierson,  after  suffering  consideTabk  los^ 
by  an  ambuscade  further  south,  which  was  weO 
planned  and  executed  by  a  cavalry  force  frojai 
Major-General  Gardner's  command,  eventually 
succeeded  in  joining  General  Banks'  army  at 
Baton  Rouge. 

I  have  been  thus  circumstantial  in  reciting 
the  incidents  connected  with  this  celebrated 
raid,  that  I  might  clearly  demonstrate  the  gre»t 
deficiency,  I  may  almost  say  the  absence  of 
cavalry  in  mv  department,  and  the  aibaolute  im- 
possibility of  protecting  my  commuiitcatioi;js 
depots,  and  even  my  most  vital  positions  with- 
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out  it ;  and  further  to  Aaw  that  consequent  upon 
this  want  of  cavahy,  I  was  compelled  to  emploj 
infantry,  and  thus  weaken  my/orce  in  that  arm 
at  other  important  points.  I  wrote  to  General 
Johnston  on  March  twenty-fifth,  urgently  re- 
questinK  that  the  division  of  caTaJry  under 
Major-ueneral  Van  Dom,  which  had  been  sent 
to  the  Army  of  Tennessee  for  special  and  tem- 
poraiy  purposes,  might  be  returned  to  me. 
Under  date  of  TuDahoma,  April  third,  Ookmel  B. 
S.  Ewell,  A.  A.  G.,  replied  to  my  reqmest  and 
from  that  reply  I  make  the  following  extract : 
**  In  the  present  aspect  of  affidrs.  General  Van 
Dom's  cavalry  is  much  more  needed  in  tiiis  dM)ar^ 
ment  than  in  that  of  Mississippi  and  Bast  £oui* 
aiana,  and  cannot  be  sent  back  as  long  as  this 
state  of  things  exists.  You  have  now  in  your 
department  five  brigades  of  the  troops  you  ao«t 
require,  viz.,  infant^,  belonging  to  me  Army  of 
Tennesee.  This  is  more  than  a  eompenaation 
for  the  absence'of  €kneral  Van  Dom's  cavahry 
command." 

I  will  terminate  this  subject  with  tiie  follow- 
ing telegram  addressed  to  Greneral  Johnston,  at 
Tmlahoma,  on  the  twenty-sevenlh  of  April : 

**  However  necessary  cavalry  may  be  to  the 
Army  of  Tennessee,  it  is  indispensable  for  me 
to  maintain  my  communications.  The  enemy 
are  to  day  at  nazlehurst,  on  the  New  Orleans 
and  Jackson  Railroad.  I  cannot  defend  every 
station  on  the  roads  with  infimtrv.  I  Am  com- 
pelled to  bring  cavalry  here  from  Nortiiem  Mis- 
sissippi, and  muB  the  whole  of  that  secticm  of 
the  State  is  left  open ;  further,  these  raids  en- 
danger my  vital  positions." 

When  it  seemed  probable  that  the  enemy 
would  succeed  in  opening  a  navigable  canal 
across  the  peninsula  opposite  Ticksburg,  and 
thus  to  a  great  extent  avoid  the  batteries  estab- 
lished there,  I  directed  that  Grand  Gulf  should 
be  occupied,  and  as  roanv  heavy  guns  placed  in 
position  as  could  be  without  too  much  weaken- 
ing the  defences  of  Vicksburg. 

Believing  that  the  urgency  of  the  case  de- 
manded it,  I  assumed  the  responsibility  of  de- 
taining three  heavy  guns  en  route  for  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department,  and  .withdrew  two 
others  from  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg.  Insuf- 
ficient as  I  knew  this  battery  to  be,  it  was  the 
heaviest  I  could  place  there.  Fort  Pemberton, 
on  the  TaUahatchie,  then  occupied  our  attention ; 
the  enemy  in  large  force  by  land  and  water, 
was  exerting  all  his  energies  against  the  posi- 
tion with  the  view  of  turnine  the  right  Aaiik  of 
Ticksburg,  and  every  avaikble  gun  was  re- 
quired for  its  defence.  This  necessity  con- 
tinued to  exist  until  the  fall  of  the  rivers  ren- 
dered an  approach  bv  water  impracticable. 
Grand  Gulf  was  not  selected  as  a  position  for 
land  defence,  but  for  the  protection  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Big  Black,  ana  also  as  a  precau- 
tionary measure  against  the  passage  of  trans- 
ports, should  the  canal  before  referred  to  prove 
a  success,  which  then  seemed  highly  probable. 

The  necessary  works  were,  however,  con- 
Btmcted,  under  the  direction  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
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era!  Bowen,  to  defend  the  .batteries  against  an 
assault  from  the  riverfront,  and  against  a  direct 
attack  from  or  across  Big  Black.  When,  how- 
ever, the  enemy  succeeded  in  passing  sufficient 
transports  to  oross  his  troops  from  Uie  west  bank 
of  the  river,  below  Grand  Gulf — there  being  a 
practicable  route  1^  which  to  move  his  limd 
forces  from  above  vicksburg  to  a  point  nearlv 
opposite  Bruinsbur^ — ^the  position  of  Giand  GuJf 
itself  lost  most  of  its  value ;  but  so  great  were 
his  facilities  of  transportation,  and  so  rapid  his  • 
movements,  that  it  wae  impsaotioaUe  to  with- 
draw the  heavy  guns.  The  only  msaas  of  sub- 
■isiinff  an  army  south  of  Big  Dlaok,  are  from 
Vieksburg  or  Jackson ;  the  f oimer  requiring  a 
transportation  by  dirt  road  of  forty,  and  the 
latter  of  fifty-five  miles,  in  addition  to  that  by 
raiL  Without  cavalry  I  could  sot  have  pro- 
tected my  own  commuiiioaliona,  much  less  have 
cut  those  of  the  enemy. 

To  have  marched  an  anny  across  Big  Black 
of  sufficient  strength  to  warrant  a  reasonable 
hope  of  suooessMly  encountering  his  verv  su- 
perior forces,  would  have  stripped  Vicksburg 
and  its  essential  flank  defences  of  their  garrisons, 
ondMhe  city  itself  might  have  fallen  an  easy  prey 
into  the  eager  hands  of  the  eneniy. 

The  enemy  having  succeeded,  on  the  night  of 
April  sixteenth  (as  heretofore  related),  in  pass- 
ing the  batteries  at  Yit^burg  with  a  number  of 
Mb  gunboats  and  transports,  and  the  report  of  a 
heavy  movement  soutnward  on  the  Louisiana 
shore  being  fully  confirmed,  I  immediately  made 
tiie  necessary  dispositions  for  more  peofectly 
guarding  all  points  between  Vicksburg  and  Grand 
Gulf,  aiSi  reinforced  Brigadier-Grcneral  Bowen 
with  Green's  brigade,  the  Sixth  Mississippi  reg- 
iment, the  First  Confederate  battalion,  and  a 
battery  of  field  artillery.  Other  troops  were 
collected  on  the  line  of  the  railroad  between 
Jackson  and  the  Big  Black  Bridge,  and  measures 
were  tdcen  to  set  the  troops  that  were  bfting 
returned  from  Middle  Tennessee  into  such  posi- 
tions that  they  could  be  readily  moved  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice. 

Major-Gkneral  Stevenson  was  directed  to  place 
five  mousand  men  in  easy  supporting  distance 
of  Warrenton,  in  addition  to  the  brigade  already 
there.  Major  Lockett,  my  Chief  Engineer,  was 
sent  to  Grand  Gulf.  On  &»  twenty-second  I  ad- 
dressed a  communication  to  Lieutenant^neral 
E.  K.  Smith,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  one 
from  him  of  the  fifteenth,  asking  my  co-opera- 
tion on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
stating  my  inability  to  do  so  because  of  tne  ene- 
my's gunboats  in  the  river,  and  fh)m  want  of 
transportation,  and  aoain  asking  his  co-operation 
in  front  of  Grand  Gulf  and  New  Carthage.  The 
following  telegram  was  addressed  to  M^or- 
General  Stevenson  on  the  twent^-thfrd :  ''  I  con- 
sider it  essential  that  communications,  at  least 
for  infantry^  should  be  made  bv  the  shiH'test  f 
practicable  route  to  Grand  GuIl  The  indica- 
tions now  sre  that  the  attadk  wiU  not  be  made 
on  your  front  or  right,  and  all  troops  not  abso*  ' 
lutely  necessary  to  hold  the  works  at  Vioksbuig 
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should  be  held  ab  a  movable  force  for  either 
Warrenton  or  Grand  Qnlf." 

On  the  twenty^ighth,  Brigadier-Geiiera]  Bowen 
telegraphed  tMt  "*  transports  and  bargee  loaded 
down  witii  troops  are  landing  at  Hsurd  Times, 
on  the  west  biuik.**    I  imtn«iiately  repUed  as 
foUowB :  **  Hare  yon  force  enowgh  to  hold  your 
position?    If  not,  give  me  (be  smallest  addi- 
tional Bnnber  with  which  jun  can.    My  smaH 
cavalry  foroe  neoessitates  the  «se  of  iateiry  to 
protect  importaatpoints."  Mi9or-OeneralLorm|^, 
then  at  Iraidian,  was  erdeped  to  send  two  of  hm 
regiments  aeroes  the  break  on  tiie  fkmtheni 
Raihrood,  near  Chunky  River,  and  Ookmek  ¥u^ 
rell  and  ReynoMs,  who  were  west  of  the  break, 
were  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  to  Jiaek- 
•on.    Major-General  Backner,  oommandinff  at 
Mobile,  was  notifted  that  I  should  look  to  him 
to  assist  me  in  ptoteetiBg  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  as  I  required  all  the  troops  I  ooold 
spare  to  strengthen  Ckneral  Bowen.    Major*Oen- 
eral  Gkirdner.  at  Port  Hudson,  was  also  ordered  to 
move  Oregg  s  brigade  rapidly  to  JaokBon.    Bri- 
oradier^eneral  Tilghman,  then  on  the  Mississippi 
Central  Railroad,  was  directed  to  movepromptty 
with  ail  his  troops  (save  bridge  guards)  to  Jaok- 
Bon.    Major  Ghn,  commanding  at  Brookhaven, 
was  instructed  to  send  couriers  to  all  cavalry 
commanders  near  him,  ordering  them  to  move 
towards  Grand  Gidf,  with  directions  not  to  en- 
counter tbe  main  body  of  the  enemy,  bmt  to 
harass  him  in  the  rear  and  flank.    Btmilar  instruc- 
tions were  forwarded  to  Osvka  and  Haslehurst 
To  General  Johnson,  at  Tullahoma,  the  follow- 
ing   tei^ram  was  sent:    "The  enemy  is  at 
Hard  Times,  La.,  in  large  force,  with  barges  and 
transports,  indicating  an  attack  on  Grand  Gulf 
with  a  view  to  Vioksbui^.    I  must  look  to  the 
Army  of  Tennessee  to  protect  the  approaches 
through  Northern  Mississippi."    The  following, 
also,  to  Major-General  Stevenson,  at  YidEsburg : 
**  Hold  five  thousand  men  in  readiness  to  move 
to  Grand  G^lf,  and  on  the  requisition  of  Briga- 
dier-General  Bowen  move  them.     With  your 
batteries  and  rifle-pits  manned,  the  city  front  is 
impregnable."    To  General  Bowen,  at  the  same 
time,  tne  foDowing  was  sent :    *'  I  have  directed 
General  Stevenson  to  have  five  thousand  men 
ready  to  move  on  your  requisition,  but  do  not 
make  requisiti<m  unless  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  safety  of  your  position.    I  am  also  mi&riug 
arrangements  for  sending  you  two   or  three 
thousand  men  from  this  direction  in  case  of  ne- 
cessity.   You  cannot  communicate  with  me  too 
frequently.**    I  believe  I  fully  estimated  the  im- 
portance of  preventing  an  advance  upon  Jack- 
son, if  it  could  be  done  without  sacrificing 
Vicksburg ;  but  if  the  latter  was  lost  the  former 
was  comparatively  of  little  value.    Yicksbuxg 
might  still  be  held  witii  Jackson  in  possession 
of  file  enemy,  but  it  was  the  hope  of  being  able 
to  hold  the  position  on  Bayou  Pierre,  upon 
which  file  safety  of  Jackson  depends,  that  OAde 
~xiouB  to  reinforoe  General  Bowen, 
^hat,  at  least  to  have  a  sufficient 
to  secure  his  retreat  acrosB  the 


^  Black.  On  the  thirtiefii  of  April  I  re- 
oeived  the  first  infonnatioQ  of  the  landiu^  of 
file  enemy  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Miasisiippi 
River.  General  Bowen  reposted  by  telegraph 
fiiat  three  fiiousaad  (3,(MM))  Federal  troops  were 
at  Bethel  Ghoroh,  ten  miles  from  Port  Gibsoo, 
at  three  o^dock,  on  the  eveniitt;  of  the  twenty- 
ninth,  and  that  they  were  stilT  landing  at  Bra- 
insbuig.  Brigadier^^eneral  Tracy,  of  Steven- 
son'a  oivisioQ,  had  reached  Grand  Gulf  with  ins 
brigade  en  the  thirtieth.  Lieatenant^>iloDd 
fir^m,  of  fifts  IVenfiefii  Jfissiaaippi,  with  fi% 
saoui^ed  men  of  his  regiment,  len  Jackson  £» 
file  saooM  place  on  the  twenty'«intb,  and  Major 
J*  D.  Biadford,  a  good  artillery  offioer,  was  se&t 
to  replaee  the  laoaaoted  Colonel  Wade  as  Chief 
of  AifiUeiT.  Between  twelve  and  two  o'dod^ 
r.  ii.,on  the  fiiirlieth,  Brigadier-General  Bald- 
winy  with  his  brigade  of  Smith's  division,  had 
eroased  the  Big  Bkck  at  Haakioaon's  Feny.  At 
nine  o'clock  a.  k..  May  first,  General  Bowen  ia- 
formed  me,  by  telegraph — ^his  army  being  thai 
in  position  time  miles  sovth  of  Pco't  Gibson— 
that  General  Baldwin  waa  entering  the  latter 
place.  On  the  same  day  General  Bowen  tele- 
mphed  me  that  prisoners  taken  reported  Mo- 
Gemand  in  command ;  that  three  diviaions  had 
landed,  one  of  whioh  took  the  right  hand  roed 
from  Rodney,  and  that  the  enemy*s  force  was 
estimated  at  twenty  thovaand  men.  Head<^ 
however, "  I  disbelieve  the  report'*  At  three  r. 
x.,  the  same  day,  General  Bowen  advised  me 
that  he  still  held  his  position,  but  that  lie  wt£ 
hard  pressed,  and  concluded  by  asking  wbea 
Major-Generai  Loring  would  arrive.  In  reply, 
he  was  notified,  by  telegram,  that  another  hn- 
gade  from  VicksbtLnp  was  en  route  to  reinforce 
him,  and  would  probably  reach  him  before  Ma- 
jor-General Loring  could  arrive  from  Jacksoa. 
At  6.30  P.  X.,  he  imonaed  me  that  he  wan  fiaDing 
back  aoroaa  the  Bayou  Pierre,  and  that  he  would 
endeavor  to  bold  that  position  until  the  arrival 
of  reinforcements»  On  reaching  Rock  Springs, 
about  eighteen  miles  from  Grand  Gulf,  liajor- 
General  Loring,  learning  fiiat  Brigadier^General 
Bowen  had  faUsn  back  before  a  luge  force  bom 
Port  Gibson,  in^  the  directton  of  Grand  Gulf^  di- 
rected two  regiments  and  a  field  battery  of 
Tilghman*&  brigade,  which  had  been  wifiidrawn 
from  the  Big  Black  Bridge,  to  move  as  r^idly 
as  possible  to  Grand  Stone  Ford,  and  hold  it  at 
all  hazards,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  ft^l""r 
Bowen  in  that  direction,  and  fiien  proceedea 
himself  to  the  headquarters  of  Gtenend  Bowen, 
near  Grand  Gul£  Major-General  Loring^  ooe- 
cnrring  with  General  Bowen  as  to  the  impraclica- 
biHty  of  holding  his  position  with  so  smaO  a 
foroe,  directed  ita  withdrawal  across  the  Big 
Blaek  at  Hiankinson's  Farm 

In  his  official  report,  tftijor-Genenl  Loring 
am  i  '*  This  had  hardly  been  detemuned  a^^ni 
when  your  communication  was  received,  &taxxn| 
that  the  anny  had  fallen  back  towards  Qm^ 
Gulf,  and  ordering  it  to  move  at  once  oat  of  its> 
position,  and  to  cross  tiie  Big  Black  at  Haodcic- 
son*8   Ferry.**    The  movement  was  pttanp^ 
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carried  out;  previotw  to  crossiBg  the  river, 
however,  Colonel  A.  W.  Reynolds  brigade,  of 
Stevenson's  division,  had  arrived.  Not  having 
heard  from  Generai  Bowen  after  6.30  p.  v.,  on 
the  first  instant,  I  dispatched  him,  via  Rockv 
Springs,  on  the  moitdiig  of  the  seooiMi,  as  fol- 
lows :  **  If  yon  are  holding  your  positioa  on  the 
Bayon  I'ierre,  and  your  oommamoation  is  open 
by  the  Bi^  Blaisk  to  tiiia  place,  oontinne  to  hold 
it.  I  am  mformed  that  yoti  have  fUlen  baek  to 
Grand  Gulf;  if  this  is  so,  cacry  out  my^  fusirae- 
tions  just  sent  in  cipher."  ^lese  isstmatioiis 
were,  in  case  he  had  faDen  back  to  Grand  Qtdf, 
which  is  a  iml4»4ai,  to  destroy  hia  heavy  gnaa, 
and  such  stores  as  could  not  be  transported,  and 
endeavor  to  retfare  aeroas  the  Big  Blade  The 
last  brigade  of  Major-General  BteveniOD's  di- 
vision, which  had  been  huiriad  forward  to 
reinforce  Bowen,  with  th*  hope  of  eoaiUiBg  him 
to  hold  his  positioii  on  the  Bayou  Pierre ;  or,  in 
case  he  shotdd  be  oonpelled  to  fall  bask,  to  pro- 
tect his  retreat,  had  not  all  arrived  when  the 
retiring  ooliiom,  under  Major-Geuefal  Loring, 
commenced  crossing  the  Big  Black,  at  Haakin- 
Bon's  Ferry. 

For  the  details  of  the  battle  of  Port  Gibson, 
the  list  of  oasuahiefl,  &c,  I  beg  to  refer  to  the 
official  report  of  Brigadiei^General  Bowen,  and 
the  reports  of  bis  aabordinato  eommanders, 
which  1  have  the  honor  to  traBsmit  herewith ; 
as  also  the  report  of  Major-General  Loring,  who 
commanded  tiie  retreat,  after  the  column  had 
been  put  in  motion  by  Brigadier*Oeiieral  Bowen. 
Amongst  the  slain  whom  the  ooimtry  deplores,  I 
regret  to  mention  Brigadier'^GeDeral  K  D.  Tracy, 
a  bitive  and  skilful  officer,  who  fell  wiiere  it  is 
the  soldier's  pride  to  fell,  at  the  post  of  duty 
and  of  danger.  Though  disastrous  m  its  rewUs, 
the  bloody  encountor  in  front  of  Port  Gibson, 
nobly  illustrated  the  valor  and  oonstancy  of  our 
troops,  and  shed  additional  lustre  upon  the  Con- 
federate arms.  Confronted  by  overwhelming 
iinmbers,  the  heroic  Bowen  and  his  gaUant 
officers  and  men  maintained  the  unaaual  contest 
for  many  hours,  with  a  courage  ana  obstinacy 
rarely  equalled ;  and  though  they  fisuled  to  secure 
a  victory,  the  world  will  do  th^m  the  justice  to 
say  they  deserved  it  With  a  moderate  cavalry 
force  at  my  disposal,  I  am  fimdy  convinced  that 
ihe  Federal  army,  under  General  Grant,  would 
have  been  unable  to  maintain  its  ooaununica- 
tions  with  the  Mississippi  River ;  and  that  Uie 
attempt  io  reach  Jaokaon  and  Vickabuig  from 
that  base  would  have  been  as  signally  d^eatod 
in  31ay,  1863,  as  a  like  attempt  from  another 
base  luu),  by  the  employment  of  cavalry,  been 
defeated  in  December,  1862.  The  mpiiw  of 
Qeneral  Bowen  at  Port  Gibson,  and  our  conse- 

Saent  withdrawal  to  the  north  bank  of  the  Big 
lack,  rendered  it  necessary  that  I  sfaouhi,  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  concentrate  my  vhcJe  force 
for  the  defence  of  Vioksbuig  from  an  attack  in 
the  rear  by  Grant's  army,  whidi  was  hourly 
swelling  ite  numbers.  Orders,  ther^ore,  were 
immediatehr  franamitted  to  the  officers  in  oom- 
mand  at  Grenada,  Oolumbns  and  Jackson,  to 


move  all  available  forces  to  VickBbnrg  as  rapidly 
asjpossible. 

On  the  morning  of  the  third,  two  of  the 
enemy's  barges,  loaded  with  hospital  and  com- 
missary stores,  were  destroyed  in  attempting  to 
pass  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg.  On  the  fifm,  I 
teleeraphcd  Gkoeral  Johnston  that:  ^ Six  thou- 
sand cavalry  should  be  used  to  keep  my  com- 
munications open,  and  that  tike  enemy  advancing 
on  me  was  douUe  what  I  ceuld  bring  into  the 
field."  To  the  Honorable  Secretarv  of  War  I 
sent  ihe  following  telegram,  under  date  of  May 
sixth :  **  General  Beaureeard  sends  but  two  bri- 
gades, perhaps  not  five  thousand  men.  This  is 
a  very  msumcient  number.  The  steks  is  a  great 
one.    I  can  see  nothing  so  important." 

On  the  seventh  the  President  notified  xne  that 
all  the  assistance  in  his  power  to  send  shooid  be 
forwarded,  and  that  it  was  deemed  necessary  to 
hold  Port  Hudson  as  a  means  of  keeping  up  our 
communicatioBs  with  the  Trans-Miasiasippi  De* 
partaaeni 

Major-General  Gkirdner,  who,  with  Brigadier- 
General  Maxcey  and  five  thounnd  (5,000)  men, 
had  previously  been  ordered  to  Jackson  to  re- 
inforce this  army,  was  immediately  directed  to 
send  Maxcey*s  brigade  rapidly  forward,  and  to 
return  himself,  witli  two  thousand  (2,0001  men, 
to  Port  Hudson,  and  hold  the  place  at  ali  haz- 
ards. On  the  sevMith,  indications  rendered  it 
Sirobable  that  the  enemy  would  make  a  raid  on 
ackson;  the  staff  departments,  therefore,  and 
all  valuable  stores,  were  ordered  to  be  removed 
east  In  the  meantime  my  troopa  were  so  dis- 
posed  as  to  occupy  the  Warrenton  and  Hall's 
Ferry  road,  which  afforded  great  facilities  for 
eoBoentration,  and  various  positions  on  the  Bald- 
win's Fer^  road,  and  from  thence  between 
Bovina  ana  Edwards  Depot— -each  division  be- 
ing in  good  supporting  distance  of  the  other. 
CkHonel  Waul,  commanding  Fort  Pemberton,  was 
directed  to  leave  a  gamsouof  three  hundred 
misa  at  that  place,  and  proceed  with  the  remain- 
der of  his  force  to  Snyder's  Milla.  On  the  tenth, 
information  was  received  from  a  scouting  party 
that  visited  Gayugaaod  Utica,  where  the  enemy 
had  recently  been,  that  his  cavalry  force  was 
about  two  thousand,  and  that  he  was  sapposed 
to  be  moving  on  Yicksburff.  My  dLspositiocs 
were  made  accordingly,  and  every  effort  was 
used  to  collect  all  the  cavalry  possible.  Such  as 
coold  be  obtained  was  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Wirt  Adams,  who  was  directed 
to  harssB  the  enemy  on  his  line  of  march,  cut 
his  communications  wherever  practicable,  patrol 
the  country  thoroughly,  and  to  keep  Bri^^ior- 
Gkneral  Gregg  (who  has  just  arrived  with  his 
brigade  from  Port  Hudson,  and  was  then  at 
BaymoQd|  fully  advised  of  the  enemy's  move- 
ments. On  the  eleventh,  Brigadier-Gen wal  John 
Adams,  commanding  at  Jackson,  was  directed  to 
hurry  forward,  as  fast  as  they  could  arrive,  the 
troops  from  South  Carolina,  to  reinforce  firigar 
dier«G«neral  Gregg  at  Bavmoadt  At  this  time, 
information  was  received  from  Brieadier-General 
'nighman  that  the  enemy  was  in  Iprce  opposite 
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Baldwin's  Ferry,  and  Greeg  was  notified  accord- 
ingly, and  informed  that  the  enemy's  movements 
were  apparently  towards  the  Big  Black  Bridge, 
and  not,  as  had  been  mipposed,  against  Jackson. 
On  the  twelfth,  the  following  was  addressed  to 
Major-Genend  Stevenson:  ''From  information 
received,  it  is  evident  the  enemy  is  advancing 
in  force  on  Edwards  Depot  and  Big  Blaxk 
Bridge ;  hot  skirmishing  has  been  going  on  all 
the  morning,  and  the  enemy  are  at  Fourteen- 
mile  Creek ;  von  must  move  np  with  yonr  whole 
division  to  tae  sup^Kirt  of  Loring  and  Bowen, 
at  the  bridge,  leaving  Baldwin's  and  Moore's 
brigades  to  protect  yonr  right"  In  consequence 
of  this  information,  Brigadier-Greneral  Greeg 
was  ordered  not  to  attack  the  enemy  nntil  he 
was  engaged  at  Edwards  or  the  bridge,  bat  to 
be  ready  to  fiJl  on  his  rear  or  flank  at  any  mo- 
ment, and  to  be  particnlarlv  oautions  not  to  allow 
himself  to  be  flanked  or  taken  in  the  rear.  Thus, 
it  will  be  seen  that  every  measure  had  been 
taken  to  protect  Edwards'  Depot  and  Big  Black 
Bridge,  and  by  offering  or  accepting  battle  to 
endeavor  to  preserve  my  communications  with 
the  east 

At  this  juncture,  however,  the  battle  of  Ray- 
mond was  fought  by  a  large  body  of  the  enemy's 
forces,  and  one  brigade  or  our  troops,  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier-Greneral  Gr^g. 

I  have  receiv^  no  official  report  of  that  afiair, 
and  hence  cannot  say  how  it  was  fought,  or  bv 
whom  the  engagement  was  brought  on.  Unoffi- 
cial information  represents  Bn^idier-General 
Gregg  and  his  small  command  to  nave  behaved 
with  great  gallantry  and  steadiness ;  but  after 
an  obstinate  conflict  of  several  hours,  they  were 
finally  overwhelmed  bv  superior  numbers  and 
compelled  to  retire.  The  command  was  with- 
drawn in  good  order,  and  retired  to  Jackson. 

On  the  fourteenth,  a  large  body  of  the  enemy 
made  their  appearance  in  front  of  Jackson,  the 
capital  of  the  State.  After  some  fighting,  our 
troops  were  withdrawn,  and  the  enemy  took 
possession  of  the  place ;  but  as  General  John- 
ston was  commanding  there  in  person,  his  official 
report,  which  has  doubtless  gone  forward,  will 
furnish  all  the  information  required. 

On  the  twelfth,  the  following  telegram  was 
sent  to  Greneral  Johnston :  *'  The  enemy  is  ap- 
parently moving  his  heavy  force  towards  Ed- 
wards' Depot,  on  the  Soutibem  Railroad ;  with 
my  limited  force,  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  meet  him ; 
that  will  be  the  battie^eld  if  I  can  forward  suffi- 
cient force,  leaving  troops  enough  to  secure  the 
safety  of  this  place  (Vicksborg).  Reinforce- 
ments are  arriving  very  slowly,  only  one  thous- 
and  five  hundred  having  arrived  as  yet  I  ur- 
gently ask  that  more  be  sent ;  also,  that  three 
thousand  cavalry  be  at  once  sent  to  operate  on 
this  line.  I  urge  this  as  a  positive  necessity. 
The  enemy  lareely  outnumber  me,  and  I  am 
obliged  to  hold  back  a  large  force  at  the  ferries 
on  Big  Black,  lest  he  cross  and  take  this  place. 
T  ow»  oiaA  compelled  to  keep  considerable  force 
nk  of  Yicksburg,  out  of  supporting 
"he  same  dispatch  was  also  sent  to 


His  Excellency  President  Davis,  on  the  some 
date. 

The  divisions  of  Major-Generals  Loring  and 
Stevenson  moved  from  &e  line  they  had  occu- 
pied between  Warrenton  and  Big  Black  Bridge 
to  Edwards'  Depots  General  Stevenson  being 
directed  to  keep  weU  dosed  up  on  the  rear  <^ 
General  Loring's  column.  On  the  evening  of 
tiie  twelfth,  I  moved  my  headquarters  to  Bovina 
to  be  nearer  the  soene  of  active  operatioD& 
The  command  arrived  at  Edwards*  Depot  oo 
the  thirteenth,  and  was  plaoed  in  position  cov- 
ering aU  approaches  from  the  south  and  east  in 
tike  f oUowing  order,  vii. :  Bowsn  en  the  right, 
Loring  in  the  centi«,  and  Steyeneon  on  the  leli 
This  position  was  occupied  from  the  nigbt  <^ 
the  thirteenth  until  the  morning  of  the  fifte^ith. 
On  the  thirteenth,  the  following  dispatch  was 
sent  to  General  Johnston :  "  Qeneiml  Forney  re- 
ports fr<»n  Vicksburg,  ^taa  mbnung,  four  traos> 
ports  loaded  with  troops  arrived  at  Toung « 
Point  tiiis  morning.  Five  legisMnts  and  a  bat- 
tery passed  down  by  Brown  and  Johnalon's. 
Wagon  trains  continue  to  pass  back  and  for& 
My  reinforcements  will  be  very  small  and  ar- 
rive very  slowl;^.  If  possible.  Port  Hudson 
should  also  be  reonforcecL  I  have  been  forced 
to  draw  largely  from  thwe.  I  have  no  Major- 
(}eneral  to  eommand  brigades  arriving  in  Jad:- 
son.  I  am  in  position  with  eight  brigades  near 
Edwards'  Depot" 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth,  while  on 
my  way  from  Boviua  to  Edwards'  Depot,  I  re- 
ceived the  followine  dispatch,  dated  May  thir- 
teenth, from  General  Johnston,  then  at  Jadcson : 
**  I  have  lately  arrived,  and  lesm  that  General 
Sherman  is  between  us  with  four  divisions  at 
Clinton.  It  is  important  to  re-establish  commu- 
nications that  you  may  be  reinforced.  If  prac- 
ticable, come  up  in  his  rear  at  once;  to  beat 
such  a  detachment  would  be  of  immense  value ; 
the  troops  here  oould  co-operate ;  all  the 
strengtii  you  could  quickly  assemble  should  be 
brought ;  time  is  all  important"  I  immediately 
replied  as  follows:  ^Bovina,  May  14,  '63-4 
have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your 
communication.  I  move  at  once  witli  whole 
available  force,  about  sixteen  thousand,  trom 
Edwards'  Depot,  leaving  Vaughn's  lu-igade. 
about  fifteen  hundred,  at  Big  Bmck  Bridge: 
Tilghman's  brigade,  fifteen  hundred,  now  at 
Baldwin's  Ferry,  I  have  ordered  to  bring  up  tb« 
rear  of  my  coltimn ;  he  will  be,  however,  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  miles  behind  it.  Baldwin  s 
Ferry  will  be  left  necessarily  unprotected.  To 
hold  Vicksburg  are  Smith's  and  Fomey*s  divis- 
ions, extending  from  Snyder's  Mills  to  Warr^i- 
ton,  numbering  effective,  seven  &oneand  fiy<^ 
hundred  men.  The  men  have  been  raarchinc 
several  days,  are  mudi  fatigued,  and  I  fear  wiii 
straggle  v^ry  much.  In  directing  thia  move,  I 
do  not  think  you  fully  comprehend  the  poeitioa 
that  Vicksburg  will  be  Im  in,  but  I  compK 
at  once  with  your  order." 

The  '^  detachment"  (General  Johnston  spe^c* 
of  in  his  communication,  consisted    of    foo 
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divisions  of  the  snemv,  ooostitiitaDg  an  entire 
army  corps,  numerically  greater  than  my  whole 
available  force  in  the  field ;  besides  the  enemy 
had,  at  least,  an  equal  foroe  to  the  south,  on 
my  right  flank,  which  would  be  nearer  to  Yicks- 
burg  than  myself  in  case  I  should  make  the 
movement  proposed.  I  had,  moreover,  positive 
information  that  he  was  daily  increasing  his 
streogthi  I  also  learned,  on  reaching  Edwards* 
Depot,  that  one  division  of  the  enemy  (A,  J. 
Smith's)  was  at,  or  near,  Dillons.  This  con- 
firmed me  in  the  opinion,  previously  expressed, 
that  the  movement  indieaS^d  by  (reneral  Jqhn- 
ston  was  extremely  hazardous.  I  aocordinglv 
called  a  council  of  war  of  all  the  General  offi- 
cers present,  and  placing  the  subject  before 
them  (including  Greneral  Johnston's  dispotchj  in 
every  view  in  which  it  appeared  to  me,  assed 
their  opinions  respectively.  A  majority  of  the 
ofllcers  present  expressed  themselves  favorable 
to  the  movement  indicated  by  General  John- 
ston. ^  The  others,  including  Major-Generals 
Loring  and  Stevenson,  preferred  a  movement 
by  which  the  army  might  attempt  to  cut  off  the 
enemy's  supplies  from  the  Mississippi  River. 
My  own  views  were  strongly  expressed  as  un- 
favorable to  any  advance  wmch  might  separate 
me  farther  from  Vioksburg,  which  was  my 
base ;  I  did  not,  however,  see  fit  to  put  m^  own 
judgment  and  opinions  so  far  in  opposition  as 
to  prevent  a  movement  altogether,  but  believ- 
ing the  only  possibility  of  success  to  be  in  tiie 
plui  oi  cutting  the  enemy's  communications,  it 
vras  adopted,  and  the  foUowing  dispatch  was 
addressed  to  General  Johnston :  ''  Edwards'  De- 
pot, May  14,1863—1  shall  move  as  early  t(Hnor- 
ro w  morning  as  practicable  with  a  column  of  sev- 
enteen (17)  mousand  men  to  Dillon's,  situated  on 
the  main  road  leading  from  Raymond  to  Port 
Gibson,  seven  and  a  half  miles  below  Raymond, 
and  nine  and  a  half  miles  from  Edwards'  Depot 
The  object  is  to  cut  the  enemy's  commxinica- 
tions  and  to  foroe  him  to  attack  me,  as  I  do  not 
consider  my  force  sufficient  to  justify  an  attadc 
on  the  enemy  in  position  or  to  attempt  to  cut 
my  way  to  Jackson.  At  this  point  your  nearest 
communication  would  be  through  Raymond.  I 
wish  very  much  I  oould  join  my  reinforcements. 
AVhether  it  will  be  most  practicable  for  the 
reinforcements  to  come  by  Raymond  (leaving 
it  to  the  right,  if  the  march  cannot  be  made 
through  Raymond),  or  to  move  them  west 
along  the  line  of  railroad  (leaving  it  to  the  left 
and  south  of  the  line  of  mar<£)  to  Bolton's 
Depot,  or  some  other  point  west  oi  it,  you  must 
determine;  in  either  movement  I  should  be 
advised  as  to  the  time  and  road,  so  that  co-op- 
eration mav  be  had  to  enable  the  reinforcements 
to  come  through.  I  send  you  a  map  of  the 
country  which  will  furnish  you  with  a  correct 
view  of  the  roads  and  localities."  Pursuant  to 
the  plan  laid  down  in  this  dispatch,  the  army 
was  put  in  motion  on  the  fifteenth,  about  one 
in  the  afternoon,  in  accordance  with  the  foUow- 
wing  order,  viz.  >- 
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^  Specicd  Orders, 

**Thia  annjr  will  move  to  morrow  morning,  fif- 
teenth inst,  m  the  direction  of  Raymond,  on  the 
military  road,  in  the  following  order : 

'^  let  Colonel  Wirt  Adams'  cavahry  will  form 
the  advance  Kuard,  keeping  at  least  one  mile  in 
advance  of  me  head  of  me  column,  throwing 
out  one  company  in  front  of  his  column  and  a 
smaU  detachment  in  its  advance,  besides  the 
flankers  upon  his  column  when  practicable. 

"  2d.  Loring's  division  wiU  constitute  the  right 
and  the  advance  in  the  line  of  march.  Ho  will 
throw  a  regiment  of  infantry  with  a  section  of 
artillery  at  least  two  hundred  yards  in  his  front, 
with  a  company  of  infantry  at  least  seventy-five 
yards  in  its  advance,  all  with  the  necessary  de- 
tachments and  flankers. 

**  3d.  Bowen's  division  will  constitute  the  cen- 
tre, and  will  follow  the  leading  division. 

**  4tb.  Stevenson's  division  will  constitute  the 
left,  bringing  up  the  rear  of  the  column. 

^  5th  The  artillery  of  each  brigade  will  march 
in  the  rear  of  the  brigade. 

"  6th.  The  ambulances  of  each  brigade  will 
follow  in  the  rear  of  their  brigade. 

*'  7th.  The  ordnance  wagons  of  each  division 
will  follow  in  the  rear  of  tneir  division. 

'*  8th.  The  wagon  train  will  follow  in  the  rear 
of  the  entire  column. 

**  9th.  Should  Tilghman's  brigade  arrive  after 
the  departure  of  the  column,  it  will  constitute, 
with  a  field  battery,  the  rear  guard,  following 
immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  waeon  train. 

"  10th.  A  company  of  Wirt  Adams*  cavalry 
will  close  the  order  of  march. 

**  11th.  The  wagon  train  will  follow  in  tiie  or- 
der of  division,  that  is  to  say,  the  wagon  train  ot 
Doring's  division  in  the  rignt  of  tlie  train  ;  that 
of  Bowen's  division  in  the  centre,  &c.  Quar- 
termasters, Commissaries  and  Ordnance  Officers, 
wiU  remain  with  their  trains,  unless  otherwise 
ordered. 

*'  Straggling,  alwavs  dioBTacefnl  in  an  army,  is 
particul^y  forbidden.  Stringent  orders  will 
be  issued  by  the  division  commanders  to  pre- 
vent this  evil ;  the  rear  guard  is  especially  in- 
structed to  permit  no  one  to  fall  to  tne  rear  uur 
der  any  circumstances." 

A  continuous  and  heavy  rain  had  made  Ba- 
ker's Oeek  impassable  bv  the  ordinary  ford 
on  the  main  Raymond  road,  where  the  country 
bridge  had  been  washed  away  by  previous 
freshete ;  in  consequence  of  this  the  march  was 
dekyed  for  several  hours,  but  the  water  not 
falling  sufficientiy  to  make  the  creek  fordable, 
the  column  was  directed  by  the  (Clinton  road,  on 
which  was  a  eood  bridge,  and  after  passing  the 
creek  upwards  of  one  and  a  half  miles,  was 
filed  to  the  right  along  a  neighborhood  road,  so 
as  to  strike  the  Raymond  road  about  three  and 
a  hedf  miles  from  Edwards'  Depot  The  march 
was  continued  until  the  head  of  the  column  had 
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passed  Mrs.  EDiston's  honse^  where  it  was  halted 
and  the  troops  bivouacked  m  order  of  march. 

I  made  my  headquarters  at  Mrs.  Ellistou's, 
wherp  I  found  ^^or-Oeneral  Loring  had  also 
established  his.  The  dirisions  of  Generals  8te- 
Tenson  and  Bowen  havine  been  on  the  march 
until  past  midnight,  and  me  men  considerably 
fatigued ;  desiring  also  to  receive  reports  of  re* 
connoissances  made  in  my  fi-ont  before  proceed- 
ing further,  I  did  not  issue  orders  to  continue 
the  movement  at  aa  early  hour  the  following 
morning. 

Immediately  on  my  arriTal  at  Mrs.  EDiston's, 
on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth,  I  sent  for  Colonel 
Wirt  Adams,  commanding  the  cavalry,  and  gave 
him  the  necessary  instructions  for  picketing  all 
approaches  in  my  front,  and  directed  him  to 
send  out  scouting  parties  to  discover  the  ene- 
my's whereabouts.  I  also  made  strenuous  ef- 
forts to  effect  the  same  object  through  citizens, 
but  without  success.  Nothing  unusual  occurred 
during  the  night  On  the  momine  of  the  six- 
teentti,  at  about  hdf  past  six  o'clock.  Colonel 
Wirt  Adams  reported  to  me  that  his  pickets 
were  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  on  tne  Ray- 
mond road,  some  distance  in  our  front  While 
in  conversation  with  him  a  courier  arrived  and 
handed  me  the  following  dispatch  from  General 
Johnston : 

«  CisnOK  Road,  mr  nam  nunc  jAOKBoir,       \ 
"  Mi^  u,  1M8,  &ao  A.  X.  / 

"  Our  being  compelled  to  leave  Jackson  makes 
your  plan  impracticable.  The  only  mode  by 
which  we  can  unite  is  by  your  moving  directly 
to  Clinton,  informing  me  that  we  may  move  to 
that  point  with  about  six  thousand  men.  I  have 
no  means  of  estimating  the  enemy's  force  at 
Jackson.  The  principal  officers  here  differ  very 
widely,  and  I  fear  he  will  fortify  if  time  is  left 
him.    Let  me  hear  from  you  immediately. 

"  General  Maxcey  was  ordered  back  to  Brook- 
haven,  you  probably  have  time  to  make  him 
join  you — do  so  before  he  has  time  to  move 
away." 

I  immediately  directed  a  counter-march,  or 
rather  a  retrograde  movement  by  reversing  the 
column  as  it  then  stood,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
turning towards  Edwards'  Depot  to  take  the 
Brownsville  road,  and  thence  to  proceed  towards 
Clinton  by  a  route  north  of  the  railroad.  A 
written  reply  to  General  Johnston's  instructions, 
in  which  1  notified  him  that  the  countermarch 
had  been  ordered,  and  that  the  route  I  should 
take,  was  dispatcned  in  haste,  and  without  al- 
lowing myself  sufficient  time  to  take  a  copy. 

Just  as  this  reverse  movement  commenced, 

the  enemy  drove  in  Colonel  Wirt  Adams'  cavalry 

.   pickets,  and  opened  with  artillery  at  long  range, 

\   on  the  head  of  my  column  on  the  Kaymond  rom ; 

not  knowing  whether  this  was  an  attook  in  force, 

or  simply  an  armed  reconnoissance,  and  being 

anxious  to  obey  the  instructions  of  Generu 

Johnston,  I  directed  the  continuance  of  (he 

movement,  giving  the  necessary  instructions 

Hng  the  safety  of  the  wagon  train.  The 


demonstrations  of  the  enenqr  eoosi  becooui^ 
more  serious,  orders  were  eeot  to  division 
commanders  to  form  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
cross  road,  from  the  Clintoo  to  the  Raymond 
roads — ^Loring  on  the  right,  Bowen  in  the  cen- 
tre, and  Stevenson  on  the  left  Major  General 
Stevenson  was  instructed  to  make  the  necessary 
dispositions  for  the  protection  of  the  trainfl 
then  on  the  Qinton  road  and  arossrng  Baker's 
creek.  The  line  of  battle  was  qiii<^y  formed 
without  any  interference  en  tiie  part  of  the 
enemy;  the  position  aeleoted  was  natsnlly  a 
strong  one,  and  all  approaches  from  the  froot 
well  covered.  A  short  time  after  the  formation 
of  the  line,  Loring's  division  was  thrown  back  eo 
as  to  cover  tl^  military  road,  it  being  reported 
that  the  enemy  had  appeared  in  that  direction. 
The  'enemy  made  his  first  demonstration  on  our 
right,  but  after  a  lively  artillery  duel  for  an 
hour  or  more,  this  attack  was  relinquished  and 
a  large  force  was  thrown  against  our  left,  where 
skirmishing  became  heavy  i^ut  ten  o'clock, 
and  the  ba^  began  in  eaniest  along  Stevenson's 
entire  front,  about  noon.  Just  at  this  time  a 
column  of  the  enemy  was  seen  moving  in  front 
of  our  centre  toward  the  right  Landis  s  bat- 
tery of  Bowen's  division  opened  upon  and  soon 
broke  this  column  and  compelled  it  to  retire. 
I  tiien  directed  Major-General  Lortng  to  move 
forward  and  crush  the  enemy  in  his  front,  and 
directed  General  Bowen  to  oo-operate  with  him 
in  the  movem^it  Immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  my  message,  Creneral  Bowen  rode  up  and 
announced  his  readiness  to  execute  his  part  of 
the  movement  as  soon  as  Major-GeneFal  Loring 
should  advance.  No  movement  was  msdeby 
Major-General  Loring ;  he  informed  me  that  the 
enemy  was  too  strongly  posted  to  be  attacked, 
but  that  he  would  seize  tne  first  opportunity  to 
assault  if  one  should  offer.  The  enemy  still 
making  strenuous  efforts  to>  turn  Major-G«neraI 
Stevenson's  left  flank,  compelled  him  to  make 
a  similar  movement  towards  tioe  left,  thus  ex- 
tending his  own  line  and  making  a  gap  botween 
his  and  Bowen's  division.  General  Bowen  was 
ordered  to  keep  this  interval  closed,  and  tht> 
same  instructions  were  sent  to  General  Loring. 
in  reference  to  the  interval  between  his  and 
General  Bowen's  division. 

(General  Stevenson  having  informed  me  that 
unless  reinforced  he  would  be  unable  to  reeis! 
the  heavy  and  repeated  attacks  along  his  whol^ 
Hue,  Bowen  was  ordered  to  send  one  brigade  to 
his  assistance,  which  was  promptly  brought 
forward  under  Colonel  F.  M.  OockreU,  and  in  a 
very  short  time  his  remaining  brigade,  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Martin  K 
€^een,  was  put  in,  and  the  two  togeHier  undiT 
tiieir  gallant  leaders  charged  the  enemy,  and 
for  a  time  turned  the  tide  of  battle  in  our  favr>r. 
again  displaying  the  heroio  oourage  which  this 
veteran  division  has  made  oonsptcoous  on  so 
many  stricken  fields.  The  enemy  still  con  tinned 
to  move  troops  from  his  left  to  his  right,  thu^ 
increasing  his  vastly  superior  forces  against 
Stevenson's  and  Brown's  divisions.      Peeling 
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asBored  that  there  was  no  important  foroe  in 
hia  front,!  diaftatched  Beveral  ataff  officara  in 
rapid  ancocaaaion  to  Mijor^veneral  Lorine, 
ordeiing  him  to  move  all  but  one  brigade  (Tilgh- 
man'a,  which  waa  directed  to  hold  the  Eajmond* 
road  and  cover  tiie  bridge  and  lord  at  Baker'a 
Greek)  to  the  left  aarapu%  aa  poeaibla.  To  the 
irai  of  theae  meaaagae  aent  abont  two  r.  m.,  an- 
awar  waa  retamed  by  Majo^general  Loring  that 
die  enemj  waa  in  atrong  force  in  hia  front  and 
endeavoring  to  flai^  him. 

Hearing  no  firing  on  tibia  ni^  I  repeated  my 
erdera  to  Major^neral  Loring,  e^lained  to 
him  the  condition  of  afiura  on  the  left,  and 
directed  him  to  pnt  hia  two  left  brigadea  into 
the  fight  aa  aoon  aa  poaaible.  In  iiie  tranamis- 
aion  of  theae  variona  meaaagea  to  and  fro,  over 
a  distance  of  more  than  a  mile,  much  valuable 
time  waa  neceaaarily  oonaumed,  which  the  enemy 
did  not  fail  to  take  advantage  of.  About  four 
o'clock  p.  K^  a  part  of  Stevenaon'a  diviaion  broke 
badly  and  feU  back  in  great  diaorder,  but  waa 
partially  rallied  by  the  atrenuoua  exertiona  of 
myaeli  and  atafif,  and  put  back  under  their  own 
omcera  into  the  fight ;  but  obaervinff  that  large 
numbera  of  men  were  abandoning  the  fiyeld  on 
Steveneon'a  left— deaerting  their  comradea  who, 
in  thia  moment  of  greateat  tzial,  atood  manfully 
at  their  poata— I  rode  up  to  General  Stevenaon, 
and  informing  him  that  I  had  repeatedly  ordered 
two  brigadea  of  General  Loring^a  diviaion  to  hia 
aaaiatance,  and  that  I  waa  momentarily  expect- 
ing them,  aaked  him  whedier  he  could  hold  hia 
poaition.  He  rejplied  that  he  could  not ;  that 
he  waa  fighting  from  aixty  thouaand  to  eighty 
tbouaand  men.  I  then  told  him  I  would  en- 
deavor myaelf  to  find  Qeneral  Ixiring,  and  haaten 
him  iq>,  and  aterted  immediately  with  that 
object  I  preeently  met  Brigadier-Qenexal 
Buford'a  brigade,  of  Loring*a  diviaion,  on  the 
march,  and  in  rear  of  the  right  cd  fiowen'a 
diviaion. 

Colonel  Gookrell,  commanding  the  First  Mia- 
aouri  brigade,  having  in  peraon,  aome  time 
previoualy,  urgently  aaked  for  reinforcementa, 
which  fnone  of  Lonng*a  troopa  having  come  up) 
I  waa  tnen  unable  to  give  him,  one  regiment  of 
Bufr>rd*a  brigade. waa  detached  at  once,  and 
directed  to  hia  aupport;  the  remainder  of  Bu- 
ford'a bri^^e  waa  moved  aa  rapidly  aa  poaaible 
to  the  aaaiatance  of  General  Stevenaon.  Finding 
that  the  eaemy'a  vaatiy  laperior  numbera  ware 
preaaing  all  my  foroea  engaged  ateadily  back 
into  old  fielda,  where  all  advantagea  of  poaition 
would  be  in  hia  frivor,  I  felt  it  to  be  too  late  to 
aave  the  day,  even  ahould  Brisadier-GeniarBl 
Featheratoae  a  bri^^e,  of  Generu  Loring'a  di- 
viaion, eome  up  immediately.  I  could,  however, 
learn  nothing  of  General  Looring'a  whereabonta ; 
aeveral  of  my  ataff  were  in  aearch  of  him,  bat  it 
waa  not  until  after  General  Bowen  had  per- 
aonally  informed  me  that  he  could  not  hold  hia 
poaition  longer,  and  not  untU  after  I  had  ordered 
the  retreat,  that  General  Loriuff  with  FeaUier- 
Btone's  brigade,  moving,  aa  1  aubaeqnently 
learned,  by  a  country  roiM,  which  waa  consider* 


ably  longer  than  the  direct  route,  reached  the 
poaition  on  the  left,  known  aa  Champion'a  Hill, 
where  he  waa  forming  Hne  of  battle,  when  he 
received  my  orders  to  cover  the  retreat  Had 
the  movement  in  aupport  of  the  left  been 
promptly  made  when  nrat  ordered,  it  la  not 
unprobable  that  I  might  have  maintained  my 

Eoaition,  and  it  ia  poaaiMe  the  enemy  might 
ave  been  driven  back,  though  hia  vaatiy  aupe- 
nor  and  constantly  increaaing  numbera  would 
have  rendered  it  neceaaary  to  withdraw  durine 
the  night,  to  aave  my  communioationa  witn 
Vickaburg.  Early  in  the  day,  Mi^or  Lockett, 
Chief  Engineer,  had  been  inatructed  to  throw 
a  bridge  acroaa  Baker'a  Creek,  on  the  Raymond 
road.  The  atream  had  also  fallen  aufficiently  to 
render  the  ford  practicable.  The  retreat  waa 
ordered  to  be  conducted  by  that  route,  and  a 
ataff  officer  immediately  diapatched  to  Brigadier- 
Greneral  Tilghman,  who  waa  directed  to  hold  the 
Baymond  road  at  all  hazarda.  It  waa  in  the 
execution  of  thia  important  troat,  which  could 
not  have  been  confided  to  a  fitter  man,  that 
the  lamented  (General  bravely  loat  hia  life. 
He  waa  atruck  by  a  fmgment  of  ahell,  and  died 
almoat  inatantly.  Although,  aa  before  atated, 
a  laree  number  of  men  had  ahamefullj  aban- 
doned their  oommanda,  and  were  making  their 
way  to  the  rear,  the  main  body  of  the  troopa 
retired  in  good  order.  On  reaching  the  ford  and 
bridge  at  Baker'a  Creek,  I  directed  Brij^adier- 
Gteneral  Bowen  to  take  position  with  hia  diviaion 
on  the  west  bank,  and  to  hold  the  crossing  until 
Loring'a  diviaion,  which  waa  directed  to  Ining 
up  the  rear,  had  effected  their  passage. 

I  then  prooeeded  at  once  to  the  intrenched 
line  covering  the  wagon  and  railroad  bridges 
over  the  Big  Black,  to  make  the  neceaaary 
arrangementa  for  holding  that  point  during  the 
paaaage  of  the  river. 

In  hia  official  report,  Major-General  Stevenaon 
aaya :  ^Otimy  arrival,  about  aunaet,  at  the  ford 
on  Baker'a  C^ek,  I  found  that  the  enemy  had 
croeaed  the  bridge  above,  and  were  advancing 
artillery  in  the  airection  of  the  road  on  which 
we  were  moving ;  one  battery  bad  already  taken 
poaition,  and  waa  playing  on  the  road,  but  at 
right  anglea  and  with  too  long  a  range  to  pre- 
vent the  paaaage  of  troops.  Here  I  found  on 
the  west  side  the  brigadea  of  General  Green 
and  Colonel  Gookrell,  of  Bowen'a  division,  who 
had  ^ere  halted  and  taken  up  poaition  to  hold 
the  poii)t  until  Loring's  diviaion  could  croas.  I 
found  Colonel  Scott,  of  the  Twelfth  Louisiana 
reffiment  of  Loring'a  diviaion,  halted  about  one- 
half  mile  from  the  ford,  on  the  eaat  aide,  andr 
directed  him  to  croea.  I  there  addreaaed  a  note 
to  General  Loring,  informing  him  of  what  I  had 
done,  telling  him  of  the  change  I  had  cauaed 
Colonel  Scott  to  make  in  hia  position,  stating 
that,  with  the  taroopa  then  there  and  others  that 
I  could  collect,  I  would  hold  the  ford  and  road 
until  hia  division  could  cross,  and  urging  him  to 
hasten  the  movement  To  this  note  I  received 
no  anawer,  but  in  a  abort  time  Colonel  Scott 
moved  off  his  regiment  quickly  in  the  direction 
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of  his  original  positioii,  in  obedience,  I  was  in* 
formed,  to  orders  from  General  Loring.  Inferring 
from  this  that  General  Loring  did  not  intend  to 
cross  at  that  ford,  he  having  had  ample  time  to 
commence  the  movement,  I  suggested  to  General 
Green  and  Colonel  Coekrell  to  move  forward  to 
the  Railroad  Bridge.  My  command  reaohed  that 
point  at  about  one  o'olocuc  tiiat  nighty  and  bivou- 
acked near  Bovina." 

Hie  entire  train  of  tiie  annj,  nnder  the  jo* 
dicioofl  management  of  Oolonel  A.  W.  Reynolds, 
commanding  Tennessee  brigade  of  Stevenson's 
division,  was  crossed  without  loss,  thongh  the 
movement  of  the  en^my  oompeUed  Colonel  Rey- 
nolds' brigade  to  cross  the  Big  Black  above  the 
Railroad  Bridge.  On  reaching  the  line  of  in- 
trenchments  occupied  by  Brigadier-General 
Vaughn's  brigade  of  East  Tennesseans  (Smith's 
division),  he  was  instmcted  by  myself  in  person 
to  man  the  trenches  from  the  railroad  to  the 
left ;  his  artillery  to  remain  as  then  posted,  and 
all  wagons  to  cross  the  river  at  once.  Special 
instructions  were  left  with  Lieutenant  J.  H. 
Morrison,  A.  D.  C,  to  be  delivered  to  Generals 
Loring,  Stevenson,  and  Bowen,  as  they  should 
arrive,  «nd  were  delivered  to  all  ezoept  General 
Loring,  as  follows : 

Genoul  Stevenson's  division  to  cross  the  river 
and  proceed  to  Mount  Alban. 

General  Loring's  to  cross  and  occupy  the  west 
bank. 

Brigadier-General  Bowen's  division,  as  itshould 
arrive,  was  directed  to  occupy  the  trenches  to 
the  right  and  left  of  Vaughn's,  and  his  artillery 
to  be  parked,  that  it  might  be  available  for  aqy 
point  of  the  lines  most  threatened. 

(General  Stevenson's  division  arriving  very 
late  in  the  night,  did  not  move  beyond  Sovina, 
and  I  awaited  in  vain  inteliigenoe  of  the  ap* 
proach-of  General  Loring.  It  was  necessaiy  to 
hold  the  position  to  enable  him  to  cross  ihe 
river,  should  the  enemy — which  wss  probable— 
follow  him  closely  up.  For  this  purpose  alone 
I  continued  the  troops  in  position,  until  it  was 
too  late  to  withdraw  them  under  cover  of  night 
I  then  determined  not  to  abandon  so  strong  a 
front  whilst  there  was  yet  a  hope  of  his  arrival. 
I  have  not,  up  to  this  time,  received  General 
Loring's  report  of  the  share  taken  by  his  divis- 
ion in  the  battle  of  Baker's  Creek,  nor  have  I 
yet  been  informed  of  the  reason  why  he  failed 
to  rejoin  the  army  under  my  command. 

The  Big  Black  River,  where  it  is  crossed  by 
the  Railroad  Bridge,  makes  a  bend  somewhat  in 
the  shape  of  a  horse-shoe ;  across  this  horse- 
shoe, at  its  narrowest  part,  a  line  of  rifle-pits 
had  been  constructed,  making  an  excellent  cover 
for  in&ntry,  and  at  proper  intervals  dispositions 
were  made  for  field  artillery.  The  line  of  pits 
ran  nearly  north  and  south,  and  was  about  one 
mile  in  length.  North  of,  and  for  a  considerable 
distance  south  of  the  railroad  and  of  the  dirt 
road  to  Edwards'  Depot,  nearly  parallel  with  it, 
extended  a  bayou,  which,  in  itself,  opposed  a 
serious  obstacle  to  an  assault  upon  the  pits. 
This  line  abutted  north  on  the  river  and  south 


upon  a  cypress  brake,  which  spread  itmHi  neaily 
to  the  DMik  of  the  river.  In  addition  to  the 
Railroad  Bridge,  which  I  had  caused  to  be  floored 
for  the  passage  even  of  artilleiy  and  wagons, 
the  steamer  ''I>ot,"  from  which  the  machinecy 
had  been  taken,  was  ocMiverted  into  a  bridge, 
by  placing  her  fore  and  aft  araoss  the  river. 
Between  tne  works  and  the  bridge,  about  three- 
qnarten  of  a  mile,  the  country  was  open,  being 
either  old  or  cnltivatsd  fields,  sffording  no  cover 
should  the  troops  be  driven  frtun  the  tztmches. 

East  and  soum  of  the  railroad,  the  topographi- 
cal features  of  the  country,  over  which  ue  ene- 
my must  necessarily  pass,  were  similar  to  those 
above  described ;  but  north  of  the  railroad,  and 
alK>ut  three  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  rifle- 
pits,  a  copse  of  woods  extended  from  the  road 
to  the'river.  Our  line  was  manned  on  the  right 
by  the  gallant  Cockrell's  Missouri  brigade ;  the 
extreme  left  by  Brigadier-General  Green's  Mis- 
souri and  Arkansas  men,  both  of  Bowen's  di- 
vision, and  the  centre  by  Brigadier-Oeneral 
Vaughn's  brigade  of  East  Tennesseana,  in  iJH 
about  four  ^ousand  |4,000)  men,  as  many  as 
could  be  advant^^usly  employed  in  defending 
the  Hne,  with  about  twenly  (20)  pieces  of  field 
artillery. 

So  strong  was  the  position  that  my  greatestt 
almost  only,  apprehension  was  a  flank  movement 
by  Bridgeport  or  Baldwin's  Perry,  which  would 
have  endsttffered  my  oommunications  with  Vicks- 
burg ;  yet  Sua  position  was  abaiidoDed  by  our 
troops  almost  without  a  struggle,  and  with  the 
loss  of  nearly  all  oar  frtillecy,  I  speak  not  now 
of  the  propriety  or  of  the  necessity  of  holding 
this  position ;  I  had,  as  heretofore,  noticed  my 
object  in  doii^  so;  I  considered  that  object 
sufficient,  and  I  also  deemed  the  force  employed 
for  the  purpose  amnle. 

Brigadier-Generu  Vaughn's  brigade  had  not 
been  engaged  at  Baker's  Greek ;  his  jnen  wece 
fresh,  and  1  believed  were  not  demoralised.  I 
knew  that  the  Missouri  tro<4>s,  under  their  pl- 
iant leaden,  could  be  d^>ended  upon.  By 
whose  order  the  battaty  horses  were  so  far 
removed  from  their  guns,  as  not  to  be  available, 
I  do  not  know ;  it  certainly  was  not  bv  mine. 

General  Bowen,  with  whom  I  had  bad  a  per- 
sonal interview  in  his  tent  (m  the  night  of  the 
sixteenth,  and  who  received  my  instructions 
from  my  own  lips  (lieutenant-Colonel  Mon%om- 
ery,  of  LieutenanM^eneral  BL  £.  Smith's  stafi, 
being  then  present,  and  actiiur  as  n^  A*  D.  C), 
I  do  not  believe  to  be  responsible  for  it ;  he  was 
too  old  and  too  good  a  soldier ;  enough,  how- 
ever, will,  I  think,  be  developed  in  a  few  words 
to  cover  tiie  whole  case,  Earfy  in  the  marains 
of  the  seventeenth,  the  enemy  opened  his  ar£ 
lory  at  long  range,  and  very  soon  preeeed  for- 
W8urd  with  in&ntry  into  the  copse  of  wood  north 
of  the  railroad ;  about  the  same  time  he  opened 
on  Colonel  Cockrell's  ^sition  with  two  batterieft 
and  advanced  a  line  of  skirmisheEs,  throvring 
forward  a  column  of  influitsy,  which  was  quickly 
driven  back  by  our  battwies.  Fretfy  heavy 
skirmishing  was  for  a  time  kept  up  alos|^  our 
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whole  line ;  but  presently  tibe  enemy,  who  had 
maesed  a  large  foroe  in  the  woods  immediately 
north  of  the  railroad,  advanoed  at  a  ran,  wiu 
lond  fleers.  Oar  troops  in  their  front  did  not 
remain  to  receive  tiiem,  bnt  broke  and  fled  pre- 
cipitately. One  portion  of  the  line  being  broken, 
it  very  soon  became  a  matter  of  mmoe  mripeuL 

I  smJl  only  add,  with  reference  to  ttie  afhir 
of  Big  Blade,  that  a  strong  position  wiA  an 
ample  force  of  infontry  and  artillery  to  hold  it, 
was  shamefdly  abandoned  almost  witbont  resist- 
ance. 

The  troops  occupying  the  centre  did  not  do 
their  dnty^  with  an  aknost  impassable  bayou 
between  themselyes  and  the  enemy,  they  fled 
before  the  enemy  had  reached  that  obstacle. 

I  have  received  no  report  from  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Vaughn  of  the  operations  of  his  brigade 
on  this  occasion.  Colonel  Gockrell  savs,  in  his 
official  report :  **  After  a  lively  skinniaLfire  had 
been  kept  up  for  some  timo  along  our  whole 
front,  I  saw  tae  fine  between  the  rattroad  and 


first  skirt  of  thnber,  north  of  the  railroad,  be- 
ginning to  give  way,  and  then  running  in  dis- 
order. I  watched  tbis  disorderly  iklling  back  a 
few  minutes,  when  I  saw  that  the  enem^  had 
possession  of  the  trenches  north  of  the  nulroad, 
and  were  rapidly  advancing  towards  the  bridge, 
our  only  crossing  and  way  of  escape ;  the  ene- 
my now  being  nearer  this  crossing  than  my  line, 
I  therefore  ordered  the  brigade  to  fall  back, 
and,  moving  rapidly,  gained  the  bridge,  crossed 
over,  and  womed  on  the  west  bai^  of  the 
river,  north  of  the  railroad.'' 

Colonel  Gates,  commanding  Second  brigade, 
Bowen's  division,  sajs,  in  his  official  report: 
''They  (the  enemy)  formed  their  men  on  the 
river,  in  the  timlier,  where  we  could  not  see 
them.  Thev  brought  their  men  out  by  the  right 
flank,  in  column  of  four,  about  one  hundred  and 
forty  yards  in  frcmt  of  my  regiment  at  a  double- 

3uick.  I  then  opened  a  most  terrific  fire  upon 
lem  and  kept  it  up  until  the  brigade  nad 
passed  out  of  my  sig^t  behind  a  grove  of  tim- 
ber, immediately  i^on  my  right ;  they  moved 
so  as  to  strike  me  trenches  occupied  by  firi^a- 
dier-Geneml  Vaughn^  brigade— so  I  am  in- 
formed* I  do  not  know  whose  troops  were 
there,  but  it  was  immediately  on  the  right  of 
Green's  brigade.  After  they  had  passed  me  I 
listened  for  our  men  to  open  a  heavy  voUey  on 
my  right  and  drive  the  enemy  back ;  upon  not 
hearing  any  firing  on  the  right,  I  direct^  lieu- 
tenant4>)loBel  Law  to  mount  his  horse  and  g^o  to 
Gtenefal  Green  sad  know  whether  the  centre 
was  holding  their  position  or  not.  Colonel  Law 
returned  in  a  few  minutes  and  said  that  General 
Qreen  ordered  me  to  ML  back.  I  did  so  at  once. 
After  I  had  got  back  below  the  bend  of  the 
river  I  discovered  that  they  had  crossed  the 
ditches  and  were  between  me  and  the  bridge." 
In  this  precipitate  retreat  but  little  order  was 
observeo,  the  object  of  all  being  to  reach  the 
bridge  as  rapidly  as  possible;  many  were  un- 
able to  do  so,  but  effected  th^ir  escape  by  swim- 
ming the  river ;  some  were  drowned  in  the  at- 


tempt ;  a  considerable  number  unable  to  swim, 
and  dtben  too  timid  to  expos  3  themselves  to 
the  fire  of  the  enemy  by  an  effort  to  escape,  re- 
mained in  tiie  trenches  and  were  made  prison- 
ers. In  this  connection,  I  deem  it  my  anty  to 
make  the  following  extract  from  the  report  of 
Cok>nel  Oookrell :  *'  Captain  T.  B.  Wilson,  of  the 
Second  inftmtrv.  Company  G,  claiming  to  have 
been  exhausted,  did  not  go  with  his  company 
into  the  battle  of  Baker^  Creek,  and  having 
made  his  way  to  Big  Black,  joined  his  conn>any 
in  the  rifle-pits  early  on  the  morning  of*^  the 
seventeenth  instant,  and  when  his  company  was 
ordered  to  fall  back,  abandoned  his  company 
and  remained  lying  in  tiie  rifle-pits  and  was  cap- 
tured by  the  enern^,  and  whilst  a  prisoner 
stated  to  Colonel  Elijah  Gates,  of  the  First  Mis- 
souri cavalry,  who  was  also  a  prisoner,  that  he, 
Oaptam  Wilson,  intended  to  take  the  oath  and 
then  go  to  fighting  the  enemy  as  a  guerilla. 
Such  conduct  merits  a  dismissal  in  disgrace, 
and  such  an  officer  should  not  remain  in  the 
way  of  gaUant  and  efficient  officers,  now  com- 
manding his  company."  In  this  opinion  I  fully 
concur. 

Neither  Brigadier-General  Bowen  nor  Green 
had  furnished  reports  of  the  action  on  Big 
Black  previous  to  their  death.  To  the  former 
had  been  intrusted  the  defence  of  the  Mi9  de 
pontf  and  he  had  reoeived  my  instructions  in 
person.  Tlie  latter  had  been  second  in  com- 
mand. Brigadier^General  Vaughn  having  failed 
to  render  his  report,  I  am  dependent  for  the 
particulars  of  the  action  upon  uiose  of  Colcmels 
Gates  and  Cockrell,  which  are  respectfully  for- 
warded herewith. 

Major  Lockett,  Chief  Engineer,  was  instructed 
to  fire  both  bridges  after  seeing  that  all  the 
troops  had  crossed.  This  was  effectnally  ao* 
compMshed  under  his  personal  supervision .  The 
guns  in  position  were  ample  for  the  defence,  but 
the  infantry  failing  to  support  them,  they  were 
abandoned ;  such  as  were  not  in  position  were 
safely  brought  from  the  field,  placed  in  battery 
on  the  bluff  on  the  west  bank,  and  with  others  al- 
ready established,  and  a  sufficient  force  of  in- 
fanti^^,  held  the  advancing  columns  of  the  ene- 
my effectually  in  check. 

It  had  become  painfully  apparent  to  me  that 
the  morale  of  my  army  was  not  such  as  to 
justify  an  attempt  to  hold  the  line  of  the 
Big  Black  River.  Not  only  was  it  greativ 
WMkened  by  the  absence  of  General  Loring'k 
division,  but  also  by  the  large  number  of 
stra^lers,  who,  having  abandoned  their  com- 
mands, were  already  making  their  way  into 
Vi<dcsburg.  The  enemy,  by  flank  movementB  on 
my  left,  by  Bridgeport,  and  on  my  right  by 
Baldwin's  or  other  ferries,  might  reach  Vicks- 
burg  cdmost  simultaneously  wi&  myself,  or  per- 
haps interpose  a  heavy  force  between  me  and 
that  city.  Under  these  circumstances  noticing 
remained  bnt  to  retire  the  army  within  the  de- 
fenoes  of  Yicksburg,  and  to  endeavor  as  speed- 
ily as  possible  to  re-oreaaize  the  depressea  and 
cUscomflted  troops,    ^ders  were  accordingly 
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issued  at  ten  A.  x.,  and  MajoF-G«nenl  Steven- 
Boa  direoted  to  conduct  the  retreat,  whioh  was 
executed  without  haste  and  ineood  order.  I 
•  myself  proceeded  at  once  to  Yicksburg  to  pre- 
pare for  its  defence.  I  Uiink  it  due  to  myself, 
in  bringing  this  portion  of  my  report  to  a  oon- 
cluaion,  to  state  emphatically  that  the  advance 
moYenaent  of  the  army  from  Edwards'  DqK>t, 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  fifteenth  of  May,  was 
made  against  my  judgment,  in  opposition  to  my 
previously  expressed  intentions,  and  to  the  sub- 
versi(m  of  my  matured  j^lans.  In  one  eontin- 
eency  alone  I  had  determmed  to  move  towards 
Jackson ;  the  safety  of  Vicksbuig  was  of  para- 
mount importance — under  no  drcumstaoees 
could  I  abandon  my  communication  with  it ;  a 
auffioient  force  must  ^so  be  left  to  defend  the 
river  front  of  the  city — ^the  apnroaohes  by 
Chickasaw  Bayou,  by  Snyder's  luOs,  and  War- 
renton,  agamst  a  coup  de  main.  My  effective 
aggregate  did  not  exceed  twentv-eight  thousand ; 
at  least  eight  thousand  would  be  required  for 
these  purposes ;  it  would  also  be  neeeasary  to 
hold  tne  bridges  across  the  Big  Black,  on  the 
line  of  the  Southern  Railroad.  With  these  de- 
ductions ^my  movable  army  might  readi  eight- 
een thousand.  I  give  this  number  as  the  maxi- 
mum. In  the  event,  therefcve,  of  the  enemy 
advancing  with  his  whole  force  east  of  tlM 
Mississippi  River  against  Jaokson«  my  commu- 
nications by  the  shortest  Hne  being  open,  would 
have  enabled  me  to  move  upon  hu  rear.  Gen- 
eral Johnston's  forces  and  my  own  mi^t  have 
formed  a  junction,  or  have  attacked  simultane- 
ously in  front  and  rear ;  but  I  did  not  think  it 
would  be  wise  to  attempt  to  execute  this  plan 
until  tiie  arrival  of  expected  reinforcements  at 
or  near  Jackson;  hence  I  reeeived  Gleneral  John- 
son's instructions  on  tiie  momine  of  tiie  four- 
teenth to  move  to  Clinton  with  m  the  force  I 
could  quickly  collect,  with  great  regret^  and  I 
well  remember  that,  in  the  presence  of  one  or 
more  of  my  staff  officers,  1  remarked  in  sub- 
stance, *'such  a  movement  will  be  suicidal." 
Nevertheless,  notifying  General  Johnston  of  the 
fact,  I  took  measures  for  an  advance  movement 
at  once— not,  it  is  true,  directly  towards  Clin- 
ton, but  in  the  only  direction  which,  from  my 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances  surrounding 
me,  I  wonght  offered  a  possibility  of  suo- 
cess.  Had  I  moved  directly  to  Clinton  the  ene- 
my would  not  have  given  roe  battie  in  front,  but 
would  have  interposed  a  force  greater  than  my 
own  between  me  and  Yicksburg.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  refer  to  the  maps  aocompanying 
this  report  to  see  how  feasible  was  sudi  a 
movement  I  have  already  given,  in  the  body 
of  this  report,  the  two  letters  of  instructions 
from  General  Johnston,  dated  respectively  the 
^  thirteenth  and  fifteenth  of  May,  1B63.  In  obe- 
dience to  the  injunctions  contained  in  the  former, 
which  was  received  on  the  morning  of  the  four- 
teenth, I  lost  no  time  in  putting  my  armv  in 
motion  in  the  direction  already  stated,  and  for 
the  reasons  given.  About  seven  a.  m.,  on  the 
sixteenth,  I  received  the  latter,  which  reiterated 


the  previous  instructions.  I  had  in  no  measure 
chaose^  my  views  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
movement  therein  indicated,  but  I  no  longer  felt 
at  liberty  to  deviate  from  General  Johnston's 
positive  orders ;  he  bad  been  made  aware  of  my 
views  and  did  not  sustain  them.  ^  The  order  of 
march  was  at  once  reversed,  but  the  army  was 
hardly  in  moti<m  before  it  became  necessary  to 
form  line  of  battie  to  meet  the  greatly  superior 
foroes  of  the  enemy.  About  six  p.  ic,  on  the 
sixteenth,  whilst  on  tbe  retreat,  the  following 
communication  was  handed  to  me : 


jma  nax  J^gook,  May  14^  1963. 

"  Gnmui* :  The  body  of  troops  mentioned  in 
mv  note  of  last  night  corapeUea  Brigadter-Gen- 
ral  Gregg  and  his  command  to  evaonaie  Jack- 
wm  about  noon  to<dav,  the  necessity  of  taking 
the  Canton  road  at  right  angles  to  timt  upon 
whioh  &e  enemy  approadies  prevented  sn  ob- 
stinate defence. 

**  A  body  of  troops  r^orted  this  morning  to 
have  reached  Raymond  last  night,  advanced  at 
the  same  time  from  that  direction.  Prisoners 
say  it  was  McPherson's  corps  (four  divisions) 
which  marched  from  Ctinton ;  I  have  no  certain 
information  of  the  other ;  botii  ddrmished  very 
cautiously.  Telegraaw  were  dispatdied  when 
the  enemy  was  near,  directing  deamk  Gist  to 
assemUe  the  atpproaohinff  troops  at  a  point 
forty  or  fifty  mues  from  Jadkson,  and  Gmenil 
Mazoey  to  return  to  his  wagons  and  provide  for 
the  security  of  his  brigade,  for  instanoe,  by  join- 
ine  Gknend  Gist.  Toit  body  of  troops  will  be 
able,  I  hope,  to  prevent  the  enemy  in  JaK^son, 
from  drawing  provisions  frt>m  tiw  east,  and  this 
one  may  be  aUe  to  keep  him  from  the  cxnmtry 
towards  Ftaola.  Can  he  suppty  himself  from 
the-Mississippi  ?  Can  you  not  cut  him  off  from 
itT  And  above  all,  should  he  be  oompalled  to 
Call  back  for  want  of  supplies,  beat-  him?  As 
soon  as  the  reinforcements  are  all  up  they 
must  be  united  to  the  rest  of  the  army.  I  am 
anxious  to  see  a  force  assemble  thai  may  be 
able  to  inflict  a  heavy  blow  upon  the  enemy. 

**  Would  it  not  be  better  to  place  the  foroes  to 
support  Yicksburg  between  General  Lnring  and 
that  place,  and  merely  observe  tiie  ferries,  so 
that  you  miefat  unite  if  opportunity  to  fight  pre- 
sented itself  t 

'^General  Gregg  will  move  towards  Canton  to- 
morrow. If  prisoners  tell  the  truth,  tiie  force  at 
Jackson  must  be  half  of  Grant's  anny.  It  would 
decide  the  campaign  to  beat  it ;  which  can  oalr 
be  done  by  concentrating,  especially  when  the 
remainder  of  the  Eastern  troops  arrive ;  thev  are 
to  be  twelve  thousand  to  thirteen  thousand.* 
**  Most  respectfully, 

**  Your  obedient  servant, 
•^  (Signed)        J.  S.  J^mrsioK." 

It  will  be  observed  that  General  Johnston^s 
letter  of  the  fifteenth,  whi^  oaused  me  to  re- 
verse my  column  with  the  view  of  marching  to 
Clinton,  was  received  before  the  retreat  com- 
menced, and  about  eleven  hours  earlier  than  the 
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one  of  the  fourteenth,  just  preaented.  I  know 
nothing  of  the  causes  which  produced  this  re- 
snit,  but  I  respectfully  imrite  attention  to  the 
&ct  that  in  this  letter  of  liie  fourteenth.  General 
Johnston  suggests  that  yery  movement  which 
I  had  made,  and  for  the  purpose  I  had  indi- 
cated. 

After  expressing  the  hope  that  certaim  dia- 
positiona  made  by  himself  mi^ht  prevent  the 
enemy  from  drawing  proyiaions  from  the 
east,  or  from  the  couirtry  towards  Panola, 
he  says,  ''Can  he  supply  himaetf  from  the 
Mississippi?  Can  you  not  cut  him  off  from 
it,  and  above  all,  should  he  be  compelled  to 
fall  back  for  want  of  supplies,  beat  nira  f^  1 
have  introduced  General  Johnston'a  letter  en- 
tire, that  the  context  as  well  as  that  portion  to 
-which  I  have  particularly  called  attention  may 
be  considered.  I  had  resisted  the  popular 
clamor  for  an  advance,  which  began  from  the 
moment  the  enemy  set  his  polluting  foot  upon 
the  eastern  bank  of  tiie  Mississippi  River.  I 
had  resisted  the  universal  sentiment,  I  believe, 
of  the  army,  I  know  of  my  general  officers,  in  its 
favor,  and  yielded  only  to  the  orders  of  my 
superiors.  I  was  not  invited  by  General  John- 
ston to  submit  my  plans  to  him  for  his  consider- 
ation ;  it  is,  therefore,  unnecessary  now  to  speak 
of  them. 

One  of  the  immediate  results  of  the  retreat 
from  the  Big  Black  was  the  necesstljy  of  aban- 
doning our  defences  on  the  Yaaoo,  at  Snyder's 
Mills ;  that  position,  and  the  line  of  Cbickasaw 
Bayou  were  no  longer  tenable. 

All  stores  that  could  be  transported  were 
ordered  to  be  sent  into  Y icksburg  as  rapidly  as 

Sossible— the  rest,  including  heavy  guns,  to  be 
estroyed.  There  was  at  this  time  a  large 
quantity  of  com,  probaMy  twentv-five  thousand 
or  thirty  thousand  bushels,  on  boats,  much  of 
which  might  have  been  brought  in,  had  it  been 
possible  to  furnish  the  necessary  wagons.  The 
boats  were  sent  up  the  river.  Two  companies 
were  directed  to  remain  at  Snyder's  Mills,  mak- 
ing a  show  of  force  until  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  by  land  should  compel  them  to  retire ;  to 
them  was  intrusted  the  duty  of  forwarding  all 
stor^  possible,  and  of  destroying  the  remain- 
der. This  detachment  rejoined  its  command  in 
Vicksburg  on  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth. 
£very  precaution  was  taken  to  guard  the  im- 
portant approaches  to  the  city  by  Forney's  and 
Smith's  (uvisionB,  while  the  troops  which  had 
been  engaged  in  the  battles  of  the  sixteenth  and 
sevententh  were  bivouacked  in  rear  of  the  in- 
trenchments.  During  these  battles  the  troops 
of  Major-General  Forney's  division  were  dis- 
posed as  follows  : 

Brigadier-General  Hubert's  brigade' occupied 
the  Ime  along  the  Yazoo  River,  from  Hames' 
Bluff  to  the  Mississippi,  including  the  approaches 
by  Chickasaw  Bayou.  Brigadier-General  Moore's 
brigade,  with  the  Mississippi  State  troops,  under 
General  Harris,  attached  (about  six  hundred), 
guarded  the  river-front  at'Warrenton,  and  the 
approaches  from  the  lower  ferries  on  Big  Black 


River.  Brigadier-General  Shoupe's  brigade,  of 
Miyor-Genera  Smith's  division,  euarded  the 
river-front  of  the  city.  Brieadier-Ueneral  Bald- 
win's brigade,  with  WauTs  Legion  attached, 
guarded  the  approaches  to  the  city  from  the 
Hall's  Feiry  road  ai^und  to  the  Rsdlroad  Bridge 
on  the  Big  Black;  the  heavy  artillery  at  the 
batteries  on  the  river-front,  under  Colonel  Hig- 
gins. 

^igadier-Gkneral  Moore's  brigade  was  drawn 
in  at  once  from  WarrentoiL  and  placed  in  the 
intrenchments  on  either  side  of  the  Baldwin's 
Ferry  road. 

Brigadier-Gkneral  Hubert's  brigade  arrived 
balore  daylight  on  the  eighteenth,  bringing  with 
it  all  the  asht  pieces,  and,  in  addition,  two 
twenty-pounoer  Parrotts  and  a  Whitwortb  gun. 
This  bngade  immediately  occupied  the  intrench- 
ments on  both  sides  of  the  Jackson  road.  On 
the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  the  troops  were 
disposed  from  right  to  left,  as  foUows : 

Major-Greneral  Stevenson's  division  of  four 
brigades,  occupied  die  line  from  the  Warrenton 
roflwd,  including  a  portion  of  the  river-front  to 
the  railroad—- a  distance  of  about  five  miles; 
Major4}eneral  Forney,  with  two  brigades,  the 
line  between  the  railroad  and  the  &raveyard 
road — about  two  miles;  and  Major-General 
Smith,  with  three  brigades,  the  Mississippi  State 
troops,  snd  a  small  detecimient  from  Loring's 
division,  die  line  from  the  Gi»veyard  road  to  me 
river-front  on  the  north^-^bout  one  and  a  <}uar- 
tsrmfles.  Brigadier-General  Bowen's  division 
was  held  in  reserve  to  strengtiien  any  portion  of 
the  line  most  threatened,  and  Waul's  Texas  Le- 
gion (about  five  hundred)  was  in  reserve,  es- 
pedady  to  support  the  right  of  Moore's  or  the 
left  of  Lee's  brigades.  On  the  entire  line  about 
one  hundred  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  of  dif- 
ferent calibre,  principally  field,  were  placed  in 
position  at  such  points  as  were  deemed  most 
suitable  to  the  character  of  the  jpm ;  changes  of 
location  being  made  when  occasion  called  for  it 
An  engineer  officer  under  the  supervision  of 
Major  Xiockett,  Chief  Engineer  oi  the  Depart- 
ment, was  assigned  to  each  division,  with  an  as- 
sistant to  each  brigade  commander.  Daily  re- 
ports were  made  through  the  proper  channel  to 
Major  Lockett  of  the  operations  of  the  Engineer 
Department,  and  of  the  progress  of  the  enemy's 
works.  Major  Lockett  thus  kept  me  constantly 
informed  of  all  important  changes,  making,  him- 
self, a  daily  report 

Instructions  had  been  given  from  Bovina  that 
all  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs  belonging  to  private 
parties  and  likely  to  faU  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  should  be  driven  within  our  lines.  A 
large  amount  of  fresh  meat  was  secured  in  this 
way.  The  same  instructions  were  given  in  re- 
gard to  com,  and  all  disposable  wagons  applied 
to  this  end. 

On  the  eighteenth.  Colonel  Wirt  Adams,  •who 
had  been  previously  directed  to  cross  to  the 
west  bulk  of  the  Big  Blade  with  all  his  cavalry 
was  notified  that  Snyder's  MiUs  would  be  aban- 
doned, and  that  he  was  expected  to  operate  on 
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the  flank  and  r'ear  of  the  enemy,  with  the  view 
of  catting  off  his  supplies  in  that  direction. 
Colonel  Adams's  force  was,  however,  very  inade- 
quate to  this  purpose. 

Daring  the  nignt  of  the  ^veuteenth,  nothii)g 
of  importance  occurred.  Most  of  the  artillery 
was  speedUyplaoed  in  position  on  the  lines,  and 
immediate  measures  were  taken  to  srm  all  men, 
who  had  either  unavoidably  lost,  or  who  had 
thrown  away,  their  arms  on  the  retreat  (Gen- 
eral Johnston  was  notified,  on  the  seventeenth, 
of  the  results  of  the  battle  of  Baker's  Greek  and 
Big  Black,  and  informed  that  I  had  in  conse- 
quence been  compelled  to  evacuate  Snyder's 
.  Mills.  About  noon  of  l&e  eighteenth  Mav, 
whilst  engaged  in  an  inspection  of  the  intrench- 
ments,  with  Major  Lockett,  my  Chief  Elngineer, 
and  several  of  my  (General  officers,  the  enemy 
was  reported  to  be  advancing  by  the  Jackson 
road.  Just  at  this  moment  the  following  com- 
munication was  received  by  courier : 


<*Ca]if 


iJvnoBov  ijn>  Baownsviujc,  \ 
"  Kaf  17, 1863.     J 


''  Lieutenant-  Oenercd  Pemberton  : 

**  Tour  dispatch  of  to-day,  by  Captain  Hender- 
son, was  received.  If  Haines'  Bluff  is  untena- 
able,  Vicksburg  is  of  no  value,  and  cannot  be 
held.  If,  therefore,  you  are  invested  in  Vicks- 
burg, yon  must  ultimstdy  surrender.  Under 
such  circumstances,  instead  of  losing  both 
troops  and  place,  we  must,  if  possible,  save  the 
troops.  If  it  is  not  too  late,  evacuate  Vicksburg 
and  its  dependencies,  and  march  to  the  north- 
east 

**  Most  respectfully, 

**  Your  obedient  servant, 

.'   **  (Signed)  J.  £.  Johnstox, 

«» Geaenl.*' 

The  evacuation  of  Vicksburg  I  It  meant  the 
loss  of  the  valuable  stores  and  monitions  of  war 
collected  for  its  defence ;  the  fall  of  Port  Hud- 
son; the  surrender  of  &e  Mississippi  River, 
and  the  severance  of  the  Confederacv. 

These  were  mighty  interests,  which,  had  I 
deemed  the  evacuation  practicable,  in  the  sense 
in  which  I  interpreted  Qeneral  Johnston's  in- 
structions, might  well  have  made  me  hesitate  to 
execute  them.  I  believed  it  to  be  in  my  power 
to  hold  Vicksburg.  I  knew  and  appreciated 
the  earnest  desire  of  the  government  and  of  the 
people  that  it  should  be  held.  I  knew,  perhaps 
better  than  any  other  individual,  under  aU  the 
circumstances,  its  capacity  for  defence. 

As  long  ago  as  the  seventeenth  of  February 
last,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  his  ExceUency  the 
President,  I  had  suggested  the  possibility  of  the 
investment  of  Vicksburg  by  land  and  w^ter,  and 
for  that  reason  the  necessity  of  ample  supplies 
of  ammunition,  as  well  as  of  subsistence,  to  stand 
a  sifge.  My  application  met  his  favorable  con- 
sideration, and  additional  ammunition  was  or- 
dered. With  proper  eoonomy  of  subsistence 
and  ordnance  stores,  I  knew  that  I  could  stand  a 
siege.  I  had  a  firm  reliance  on  the  desire  of  the 
President  and  of  (General  Johnston  to  do  all  that 


oould  be  done  to  raise  a  siege.  I  felt  that  eveiy 
effort  would  be  made,  and  I  believed  it  would 
be  successfoL  With  these  ooayictions  in  my 
own  mind,  I  immediately  summoned  a  ooundl  of 
war,  composed  of  all  my  General  officers.  I  laid 
before  them  General  Johnston's  communication, 
but  desired  them  to  confine  the  expression  of 
their  opinions  to  the  question  of  practicability. 
EDaving  obtained  their  views,  the  following  com- 
munication was  addressed  to  General  Johsiston : 


DvAsncBR  Of  XasBKRi  iua>) 
**£A8V  LonxsBAXA,  V 

**Yi(B&aoso,  Uaf  18,  1888.) 

**  Gfensrot  J.  E.  Johnston : 
'  **  Gbsixral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  your  communication  in  reply  to  mine, 
by  the  hands  of  Captain  Henderson.  In  a  sub- 
sequent letter  of  same  date  as  this  letter,  I 
informed  you  that  the  men  had  fEiiled  to  hold  die 
trenches  at  Big  Black  Bridge,  and  that,  as  a  con- 
sequence, Snyder's  Mills  was  directed  to  be 
abandoned. 

*<  On  the  receipt  of  your  communication,  I  im- 
mediately assembled  a  council  of  war  of  the 
General  officers  of  this  conmiaad,  and  having 
laid  your  instructions  before  them,  asked  the  &ee 
expression  of  their  opinions  as  to  the  j^ractica- 
bility  of  carrying  them  out  The  opimon  was 
unanimously  expressed  that  it  was  impossible  to 
withdraw  the  army  from  this  position  with  such 
morale  and  material  as  to  be  of  further  service 
to  the  Confederacy.  While  tlie  council  of  war 
was  a8seml:^ed,  tiie  guns  of  the  enemy  opened 
on  the  works,  ami  it  was  at  the  same  time 
reported  that  they  were  crossing  the  Yazoo 
River  at  Brandon's  Ferry,  above  Snyder's  Mills. 
I  have  decided  to  hold  Vicksburg  as  long  as  is 
possible,  with  the  firm  hope  that  the  govern- 
ment may  yet  be  able  to. assist  me  in  keeping 
this  obstruction  to  the  enemy*s  free  navigatioQ 
of  tlie  Mississippi  River.  I  still  conceive  it  to 
be  the  most  important  point  in  the  Confederacy. 
**  Very  respectfully, 

"  Tour  obedient  servant, 

**J.  C.  PEUBERTOy, 

**  licutenant-Qotterai." 

The  development  of  the  intrenched  line  from 
the  extreme  right  of  Major-General  Stevenson's 
position  to  the  left  .of  Major-General  Smith's 
was  about  eight  miles,  the  shortest  defensible 
line  of  which  the  topography  of  the  country 
admitted.  The  plan  was  subpiitted  to  me  imme- 
diately after  I  assumed  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana,  in  the 
latter  part  of  October,  1862 — was  approved  and 
ordered  to  be  carried  out  with  the  utmost  dis- 
patch. Similar  instructions  were  about  the 
same  time  given  for  fortifying  the  strong  posi- 
tion at  Snyder's  Mills ;  and  the  line  of  defence  of 
Port  Hudson  was  also  ordered  to  be  commenced 
at  once.  The  line  of  defence  around  the  ci^r  of 
Vicksburg  consisted,  as  is  shown  on  the  map 
accompanying  the  report  of  Major  Lockett, 
Chief  Engineer,  of  a  system  of  detached  works 
(redans,  lunettes  and  redoubts),  on  the  promi- 


^ 


DOCUMENTS. 


578 


nent  and  commanding  pointB,  with  the  nsnal 
profile  of  raised  field-works,  osnnected  in  most 
cases  hy  rifle-pits.  To  man  the  entire  line  I  was 
able  to  bring  into  the  trenches  about  eighteen 
thonsand  five  hundred  muskets ;  bat  it  was  ab- 
solntely  necessary  to  keep  a  reserve  akeady  to 
reinforce  anj  point  heavily  threatened.  It  be- 
came indispensable,  tiierefore,  to  reduce  the 
nnmber  in  the  trenches  to  the  mimmnm,  capable 
of  holding  them  nnttl  a  reserve  oonid  oome  to 
their  aid.  It  was  also  necessary  ^at  the  re- 
serve shonid  be  composed  among  the  best  and 
most  reliable;  accordingly  Bowen'itf  division 
(abont  two  thousand  fonr  nnndred  men),  and 
Wanl*s  Texas  Legion  (abont  five  hnndred),  were 
designated  for  that  pnipose,  thns  reducing  the 
force  in  the  trenches  to  htde  less  than  nneen 
thonsand  five  hundred  men.  The  legion  was  on 
the  eighteenth  assigned  as  a  reserve  to  Forney's 
division,  and  was  held  in  rear  of  Brigadier-Qen- 
eral  Moore's  right ;  but  in  the  evening  of  the 
nineteenth  was  transferred  to  Stevenson's  di- 
vision ;  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  siege 
was  held  in  rear  of  Brigadier-General  Lee's  bri- 
gade, occupying  one  or  the  most  exposed  and 
important  positions  on  the  whole  line.  On  the 
night  of  the  seventeenth,  and  during  the  eight- 
eenth, Major-Greneral  Smith,  misapprehending 
my  instructions,  given  him  inmiediately  after 
my  return  from  the  Big  Black,  had  occupied  an 
outer  line  of  defense  on  the  range  of  hills  north 
of  the  Fort  Hill  road.  This  line  had  undoubt- 
edly some  advantages ;  it  was  within  six  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  inner  line,  and  partially 
commanded  one  of  our  most  important  river 
batteries.  I  considered,  however,  that  the  in- 
creased length  which  would  be  necessarily  given 
to  the  whole  line  of  defence,  the  intervening 
valley,  and  other  obiections  to  its  occupation, 
more  than  counterbaJanced  the  advanti^e ;  the 
troops  and  artillery  were,  therefore,  on  the  ni^ht 
of  tne  eighteenth,  silently  and  safely  with- 
drawn, and  General  Smith's  division  occupied 
the  inner  line  during  the  remainder  of  the  siege. 
The  enemy  had,  however,  made  durinff  the  oay 
a  demonstration  with  artillery  and-  imantry  on 
his  position ;  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
nineteenth  he  occupied  the  abandoned  neights. 
During  the  day  there  was  constant  and  heavy 
skirmishing  along  the  left  of  our  centre  on  the 
Graveyard  road,  accompanied  with  brisk  artil- 
lery fire ;  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  made  a 
charge  on  Smith's  right  and  Forney's  left,  but 
was  severely  repulsed,  losing  two  Stanas  of 
colors.  Later,  their  sharpshooters  and  artillery 
opened  heavily  on  the  Jackson  and  Baldwin's 
Feny  roads.  A  courier  was  dispatched  with 
the  following  telegram  to  the  President : 

"We  are  occupying  the  trenches  around 
Vicksburg ;  the  enemy  is  investing  it,  and  will 
probably  attempt  an  assault  Our  men  have 
considerably  recovered  their  morale^  but  unless 
a  large  force  is  sent  at  once  to  relieve  it,  Ticks- 
burg  before  long  must  falL  I  have  used  every 
effort  to  prevent  all  this,  but  in  vain." 


The  enemy  continued  to  move  from  our  right, 
with  heavy  cannonading  towards  the  centre 
and  left,  three  gtms  temporarily  disabled. 
At  noon,  the  mortar-fleet  of  Admiral  Porter 
took  position  on  the  west  side  of  the.  peninsula 
and  oommenoed  the  bombardment  of  the  city. 
The  following  dinpatch  was  forwarded  by  cou- 
rier to  GenenJ  Johnston :  '*  The  enemy  assaulted 
our  intrenched  lines  yesterday  at  two  points,  cen- 
ire  and  left,  and  was  repulsed  with  heavy  loss. 
Owt  loss  smalL  I  cannot  eslamate  the  enemy's 
force  now  engag^ed  around  Vicksburg  at  less  tlian 
mjty  thousand,  it  is  nrobaldy  more.  At  this  hour, 
8:30  A.  v.,  he  is  brisKly  cannonading  with  lon^- 
range  guns ;  Ihat  we  may  save  ammunition,  his 
fire  is  rarely  returned.  At  present  our  main 
neoessity  is  musket-caps ;  can  ^ou  send  them  to 
me  by  hands  of  couriers  or  citizens  7  An  army 
will  be  necessary  to  relieve  Vicksburg,  and  that 
quickly;  will  it  not  be  sent?  Please  let  me 
hear  from  you  if  possible." 

The  fire  firom  the  mortar-fleet  continued 
without  intermission,  accompanied  by  heavy 
artiQery  and  musketry  fire  from  the  rear,  to 
which  but  slight  response  was  given.  Sev- 
eral guns  were  dismounted  and  a  number  of 
officers  and  men  killed,  and  wounded.  In  the 
afternoon  the  enemy's  eunboats  steamed  up  and 
threw  a  number  of  sheus  into  the  city,  but  with- 
out material  damage.  Anticipatinff  an  attack  on 
the  right,  General  Bowen  was  ordered  to  hold 
his  command  in  readiness  to  assist  the  threat- 
ened point,  and  that  the  safety  of  the  magazines 
mi^ht  be  secured  from  the  possible  danger  of 
diuoyal  persons  within  the  lines.  General  Stev- 
enson was  ordered  to  organize  a  guard  for  their 
protection  from  among  the  most  reputable  of 
the  citizens,  and  to  place  the  gttard  under  the 
command  of  a  commissioned  officer.  The  pros- 
pect of  a  protracted  siege,  and  the  uncertaintv 
as  to  how  many  assaults  we  mi^ht  have  to  repel, 
and  in  view  of  the  possibihty  of  having  to 
march  out  from  our  intrenohments  to  meet  and 
co-operate  with  an  assisting  army  expected 
under  General  Johnston,  rendered  it  a  matter  of 
vital  importeuace  that  eVery  charge  of  ammuni- 
tion on  hand  should  be  hoarded  with  the  most 
zealous  care.  The  amount  of  ammunition  in 
Vicksburg,  though  laige,  would  not  have  suf- 
ficed for  an  unlimited  daily  expenditure  for  a 
protracted  period.  The  importance  of  the  most 
rigid  economy,  therefore,  in  its  use  was  appar- 
ent, and  strict  orders  were  consequently  issued 
against  all  picket  skirmisfaiiig  and  artillery  duels 
wnere  neitner  served  any  useful  pvrpose.  These 
orders  were  repeated  as  occasion  required.  It 
behig  impracticable  to  continue  feeding  the 
hurge  number  of  mules  and  horses  then  in  Vicks- 
burg, General  Stevenson  was  directed  to  have 
Ihem  driven  beyond  the  lines  for  pasturage,  or, 
if  practicable,  to  send  them,  in  charge  of  a  de- 
tail, to  Greneral  Johnston.  By  this  means  we 
were  relieved  of  a  serious  encumbrance  which 
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would  else  have  drawn  heavily  npon  onr  lim- 
ited supplies  of  fozBge.  Another  ooorier  was 
to^ay  sent  to  General  Johnston  with  the  follow- 
ing (Uspatches :  **  During  the  past  two  days  the 
enemy  has  passed  np  the  river  in  transports  in 
large  force  for  a  point  not  yet  discovered." 

'*  The  enemy  has  contuined  a  spirited  fire  all 
day,  also  his  shelling  from  mortar  boats.  Onr 
men  have  replied  rarely.  Two  large  tran^orts 
came  down  loaded  with  troops ;  thev  are  evi- 
dently reinforcing  their  present  large  force.  Am 
I  to  expect  reinforcements?  from  what  direc- 
tion, and  how  soon  ?  Have  you  heard  nodiing 
from  (General  Loriag  ?  Oaa  yon  send  me  mna> 
ket-caps  by  coarierf 

'*  The  enemy  kept  im  ineessaat  shsrpshoot- 
ing  all  yesterday  on  toe  left  and  centre,  and 
picked  off  our  omoers  and  men  whenever  they 
showed  themselves.  Their  artillery  fire  was 
very  heavy,  ploughed  np  our  works  considera- 
bly and  dismounted  two  guns  on  the  centre ; 
the  works  were  repaired  and  the  guns  replaced 
last  night  *  The  great  question  is  ammunition. 
The  men  credit,  aad  are  encourap^ed  by,  a  report 
that  you  are  near  with  a  laree  force.  The^  are 
fighting  in  good  Q>irite,  and  ue  reorganization  is 
complete.'^ 

'*  P.  S. — ^Brisk  musketiy  and  artillery  fire  to-day 
on  the  centre.  Three  guns  there  dismounted — 
will  be  replaced  as  far  as  possible.  Officers 
suffer  most  from  their  sharpshooters.  Inces- 
sant mortar  firing  from  the  river,  and  last  night 
thre«;  of  their  gunboats  engaged  the  lower  bat- 
teries." 

May  22. 

The  fire  fi^m  the  enemy's  artillery  and  sharp- 
shooters fr^m  the  rear  was  heavy  and  incessant 
until  noon,  when  his  gunboats  opened  upon  the 
city,  while  a  determined  assault  was  made  along 
Moore's,  Hebdrts,  and  Lee's  lines.  I  cannot  bet 
ter  describe  this  assault  than  by  the  foUowine 
extracts  fr^m  the  official  reports  of  my  seveiS 
division  commanders.  Greneral  Stevenson  says, 
in  his  report.: 

"On  the  momiiig  of  the  twenty-second  of 
May,  many  indications  showed  that  they  (the 
enemy)  contemplated  an  assault  upon  the  line 
of  General  Lee.  A  tremendous  artiUerv  fire 
was  opened  and  kept  up  for  about  two  hours, 
while  the  fire  of  Hieir  Isrge  force  of  sharpshooters 
was  heavy  and  incessant  At  about  one  o'clock 
p.  H.,  a  heavy  force  moved  out  to  the  assault, 
nurfong  a  gallant  eharoe.  They  were  allowed 
to  approach  unmolested  until  within  good  aus- 
ket  range,  when  every  available  gun  was  opened 
upon  them  wiAh  gmpe  and  canister,  aoa  the 
men  rising  in  the  trettohes  poured  into  their 
ranks  volley  sitw  volley  with  so  dsad^  an 
effect  that,  leaving  the  ground  literally  covered 
in  some  places  with  their  dead  a&d  wounded, 
th^  preoipitaiely  retreated." 

The  angle  of  one  of  our  redoubts  having  been 
breached  by  their  antillery  previous  to  ue  as- 
sault, when  the  repulse  oeourred,  a  party  of 
about  sixty  of  the  enemy,  under  the  comoiand 
of  a  Lieutenant-Colonel,  made  a  rush  and  suc- 


ceeded in  effecting  lodgments  in  the  ditch  at 
tiie  foot  of  the  redoubt,  and  planted  two  colors 
on  the  parapet  It  was  of  vital  importance  to 
drive  them  out,  and  upon  a  call  for  volunteers 
for  that  purpose,  two  companies  of  Waul's 
Texas  Leeion,  commanded  respectively  by  Gap- 
tain  Bradley  and  Lieutenant  Hoague,  accompa- 
nied by  the  gallant  and  chivalrous  Udonel  E.  W. 
Pettus,  of  ttie  Twentieth  Alabama  rogimeDt, 
musket  in  hsnd,  pronqptl^  presented  themsdves 
for  the  hsiardous  service.  Of  their  sucoeas 
and  the  manner  in  whioh  it  was  achieved.  Gen- 
eral Stevenson  says : 

**  A  more  g^aUanlT  feat  than  this  has  not  illus- 
tnted  our  annals  duiipg  the  war.  The  prepa- 
rations were  QVctdHy  mS  quickJty  msde,  but  S» 
enemy  seemed  at  onoe  to  divine  our  purpose, 
and  opened  upon  the  angle  a  terrible  fire  of 
shot,  skell,  and  musketry ;  undanatedf  this  little 
band — ^its  chivalrous  commander  at  its  bead- 
rushed  upon  the  works  and  in  less  time  than  it 
requires  to  describe  it,  it  and  the  flags  were  in 
our  possession.  Preparations  were  then  quickly 
made  for  the  use  or  hand-grenades,  when  the 
enemy  in  the  ditoh,  being  informed  of  our  pur- 
pose, immediately  surrenaered." 

Oeneral  Forney,  in  his  report,  speaking  of  the 
assault  upon  our  intrenchments,  says : 

**  On  the  twenty-second  of  May  he  aasanlted 
three  points  on  my  line,  as  follows :  Three  times 
on  my  extreme  left  and  extending  to  General 
Smith's  frt>nt ;  twice  on  the  Jackson  rood,  and 
twice  on  i^e  Baldwin's  Ferry  road,  at  eleven  a. 
H.,  and  five  p.  m.  These  assaults  were  made  by 
laiger  bodies,  and  apparently  with  more  deter- 
mination than  those  of  the  nineteenth  of  May. 
Colonel  Waul*s  Legion  had  previously  been  sent 
to  (General  Stevenson,  but  Green's  brigade  of 
Bowen's  division,  was  in  reserve  behind  my 
right,  and  assisted  in  repelling  the  attach  at  that 
point.  There  were  also,  on  this  day,  two  Loo- 
isiana  regiments,  of  Smith's  division,  in  reserve 
behind  my  division.  The  enemy  was  repulsed 
in  each  of  his  attempts,  though  he  snoceeded  ia 
getting  a  few  men  into  our  exterior  ditches  at 
each  point  of  attack,  from  which  they  were, 
however,  driven  before  night  Hand-grenades 
were  used  at  each  point  with  good  effect  A 
color  banner  and  two  stands  of  colors  were  cap- 
tured by  the  Second  Texas  regiment  of  Moore's 
brigade.  On  this  day  the^  casualties  in  my  di- 
vision were  forty-two  kiUed  and  ninety-five 
wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  must  have 
reached  two  thousand." 

General  Smith,  in  his  report  of  this  assault 
aayex 

"  The  twentyHBeoond  passed  in  the  same  man- 
ner imtil  about  two  f.  v.,  when  a  column  was 
discovered  advancing  against  the  right  of 
Shoupe's  brigade.  It  was  immediately  driven 
back ;  another  then  approached  on  the  right  of 
tiie  centre.  This  was  dispersed  without  great 
effbrt^and  with  consideraole  loss.  Again  the 
enemy  appeared  in  increased  force  on  my  right 
and  Forney's  left  He  was  promptly  repulsed 
with  heavy  loss.    This  terminated  the  dt^'s  op- 
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erationB,  with  the  exception  of  the  same  heayy 
fire  of  nmBketry  and  artillery,  kept  up  nntu 
dark  along  my  entire  front" 

After  these  seyeral  decided  repulses  tiie  ene- 
my seemed  to  have  abandoned  the  idea  of  taking 
by  assault,  and  went  vigorously  at  work  to 
thoroughly  invest  and  attack  by  regular  ap- 
proaches, and  the  history  of  one  day  is  pret^ 
much  the  history  of  aH. 

Kay  28. 

This  day  vnm  naiMniiiily  quiet,  wi^  hat  liti^ 
artUleiT  thing  until  late  m  the  aftenMKm.  The 
sharpshooters  of  the  enemy  were  more  oentioiie, 
and  Be  was  evi^eotly  steggered  by  the  severe 
repulse  of  tile  dm  previovs.  Ifany  of  his  dead 
were  etill  lying  unouried  iH  sight  of  our  trenohes. 
The  fire  fi^  the  mortar  fleet  continued  heavy 
and  incessant  At  night  the  engineers  were 
busily  engaged  repairing  in  the  work  in  fronted 
Lee,  Moere,  and  Hebert^  which  were  iMidJy 
shattered. 

ItiySi. 

At  an  early  hour  the  mortar  fleet  opened  and 
kept  a  continuous  and  heavy  bombardment 
throiu^out  the  day.  Just  before  dark  the  artil- 
lery from  the  rear  opened  a  rapid  and  heavy 
fire,  but  not  of  long  duration.  In  the  afternoon 
the  enemy  attempted  to  mine  our  works  on  the 
Jackson  road,  but  were  soon  driven  off  bv  the 
use  of  liand-grenades.  During  the  night  the  en- 
gineers were  engaged  in  increasing  and  strength- 
ening our  works.  Before  daylight  our  nver 
pickets  ca|ptured  a  barge  laden  with  coal,  which 
was  sunk,  it  being  found  impracticable  to  unload 
it  General  Stevenson  was  ordered  to  have  col- 
lected all  fihe  ammunition  scattered  in  front  of 
our  trenches,  and  to  have  the  cartridge-boxes  of 
the  enemy's  dead  emptied  of  their  contents,  it 
being  important  to  sul,  in  any  way,  to  our  lim- 
itod  supply  of  ammunition  and  musket-caps  es- 
pecially, of  which  latter  we  stood  greatly  in 
need,  having  a  million  more  of  cartridges  than 
of  caps,  without  which  latter  the  former  could 
be  01  no  possible  value. 

Vav  25. 

The  enemy  appeared  in  force  to-day  on  the 
Warreuton  and  Hall's  Ferry  roads.  The  firing 
was  about  as  usual  until  about  six  o'clock,  when 
a  ceaeation  of  hostilities  was  agreed  to,  to  per- 
mit the  enemy  to  bury  his  dead,  kUled  in  the 
assault  of  Friday.  The  following  is  the  corre- 
spondence oa  the  subject : 


M  HsAOOvinna  DiPARnoDfr  or  JSuaasFn  akd 
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<*  VraBBBCBO,  May  2&,  180a. 

"  Commanding  Oetiercd  Untied  SUOa  Forces  in 

front  of  Vicksbtirg: 

"  Snt :  Two  ditys  naving  elapsed  since  your 
dead  and  wounded  have  been  JQruig  in  our  front, 
and,  as  yet,  no  disposition  on  your  part  of  a  de- 
sire to  move  them  being  eihibitod ;  in  the  name 
of  humanity,  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  a  ces- 
sation of  hostilities  for  two  and  a  half  hours, 
tiiat  you  may  be  enabled  to  remove  your  dead 


and  dyin^  men.  If  you  cannot  do  this,  on  noti- 
fication from  you  that  hostilities  will  be  sus- 
pended on  your  part  for  the  time  specified,  I 
will  endeavor  to  nave  the  dead  buried  and  tiie 
wounds  cared  for. 
**  Very  respectfully, 

**  Tour  obedient  servant, 

"J.  C.  Pbmbibrton, 

**  lioaleiiAat-Oeiien].'' 

To  ^ioh  communication  the  following  reply 
w«6  received : 

**  BBAoquiBTBts  BtPAioMBrr  or  tbb  Huthim,  ) 
"  Nkar  Vickbbowi,  May  86, 1968—8.80  P.  ».     J 

^Lietdenant-Chneral  J.  C.  Pemberlim,  command' 
'    ina  Vickeburgf  Mies. : 

"  tint :  Your  note  of  this  date,  proposing  a  ces- 
sation of  hostilities  for  two  and  a  half  hours  for 
the  ptupose  of  giving  me  an  opportunity  of  col- 
lecting the  deaa  and  wounded,  is  just  received. 
As  it  will  take  some  time  to  send  word  to  all 
my  forces  to  avail  themselves  of  tiie  opportu- 
nity afibrded,  and  to  return  this  to  you  so  that 
notice  may  "be  given  to  your  troops  of  the  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities,  I  will  name  six  o'clock  p.  m., 
to-day,  as  the  hour  when  we  will  commence  col- 
lecting any  wounded  or  dead  we  may  have  still 
upon  the  field.  From  that  hour  for  two  and  a 
half  hours  all  hostilities  shall  cease  on  our  side. 
"  Very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

« (Signed)  U.  S.  Grant, 

"  JiiUor-Oe&era]." 

During  the  day  about  one  hundred  prisoners 
were  captured,  and  a  working  party  was  sent 
to  throw  up  obstructions  on  the  flat  below  the 
cify.  No  circumstance  wortiiy  of  special  note 
occurred  between  this  date  and  that  of  the  twen- 
ty-seventh. The  enemy  evidently  was  discour^ 
aged  by  his  previous  frniticss  and  costiy  assaults 
upon  our  works  in  the  rear,  and  he  therefore 
determined,  if  possible,  to  attempt  to  silence 
our  upper  battery,  and  then,  by  ^le  aid  of  his 
gunboats,  to  effect  a  lodgment  in  the  trenches 
immediately  above  and  beyond  it  With  this 
design,  on  the  rooming  of  the  twenty-seventh, 
ttt  about  nine  o'clock,  four  of  his  boats  eng«^ea 
our  lower  batteries ;  at  the  same  time,  the  Cin- 
cinnati, a  turreted  iron-dad  of  the  largest  dass, 
and  carrying  fourteen  guns^  puphed  boldly  down 
the  river,  rounded  the  peninsula,  and  was  soon 
hotiy  engaged  with  our  upper  battery  at  short 
Tttige.  After  a  spirited  engagement  of  about 
for^-five  minutes,  the  Cincinnati  was  rendered 
a  complete  %reck,  and  only  escaped  total  de- 
struction by  being  run  i^ground  on  the  Missis- 
rippi  shore,  ^ere  she  is  probably  still  lying. 
The  lower  fleet,  witnessing  her  discomfiture, 
soon  threw  off,  wrth  what  draoage  to  themselves 
it  is  impossible  to  say.  The  finng  from  our  bat- 
teries was  most  excellent,  and  too  much*  praise 
eamiot  be  awarded  to  Colonel  Higgins,  his  offi- 
cers and  men,  for  their  gallantry,  coolness,  and 
•kilL  The  enemy  still  continued  to  work  stead- 
ily in  completing  and  strengthening  hia  line  of 
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circumvallatioD.  His  fire  of  mnsketrj  and  a]> 
tiUery  was  continaous  during  each  day.  Major 
Mathews,  Ordnance  Officer,  was  ins&ucted  to 
have  the  large  number  of  unezploded  Farrott 
shells  scattered  around  the  city  sent  to  Paxton*s 
foundry  and  re-capped.  On  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-ninth,  the  enemy-opened  a  terrific  fire 
from  the  rear^and  for  four  hours  a  storm  of  shot 
and  shell  was  rained  upon  the  city,  seriouslv 
damaging  many  buildings,  killing  and  wouna- 
ing  a  laree  number  of  aoMiera  and  dtisens. 
During  me  day  Ellett's  marine  brigade  ar- 
rived and  anchored  at  the  bend  above.  Two 
couriers  had  arrived  from  General  Johnston  on 
the  twenty-eighth  and  twenty-ninth,  respectively. 
The  former  OTought  eighteen  thousand  caps,  the 
latter  twenty  thousancL  and  the  following  dis^ 
patch,  the  first  received  since  the  eighteenth : 

:<'iaij»,iS6S. 

**  LieiUenant-Oeneral  Pemherton : 

**  Mr  last  note  was  returned  by  the  bearer. 
Two  hundred  thousand  caps  have  been  sent 
It  will  be  continued  as  they  arrive.  Bragg  is 
sendinga  division ;  when  it  comes  I  will  move  to 
you.  which  do  you  think  the  best  route?  How 
and  where  is  the  enemy  encamped  ?  What  is 
your  force  t ' 

•*  (Signed)  J.  E.  Johnstok." 

The  two  hundred  thousand  caps  mentioned 
in  the  above  dispatch  were  captured  by  the 
enemy.  I  dispatched  the  following  in  reply: 
"Tour  dispatch  of  twenty-fifth  received  this 
morning,  with  twenty  thousand  caps ;  Fontaine 
yesterday  with  eighteen  thousand.  No  messen- 
ger from  you  smce  the  eighteenth.  I  have 
eighteen  thousand  men  to  man  the  lines  and 
-iver-front;  no  reserves.  I  do  not  think  you 
should  move  with  less  than  thirty  or  thirty-five 
thousand  men,  and  then,  if  possible,  towards 
Bnyder^s  Mills,  giving  me  notice  of  the  time  of 

Sour  approach.  The  enemy  encompasses  my 
nes  from  right  to  left  flank,  occupying  idl  roads. 
He  has  three  corps :  Sherman  on  my  left ;  Mo- 
Fherson,  centre;  McClemaud  on  mv  right; 
Hurlburt*s  division  from  Memphis,  and  Ellett's 
marine  brigade  (the  last  afloat).  Enemy  has 
made  several  assaults.  My  men  are  in  good 
spirits,  awaiting  your  arrivsd.  Since  investment 
we  have  lost  about  one  thousand  men,  many 
officers.  You  may  depend  on  my  holding  the 
place  as  lon^  as  possible.  On  the  twenty-sev- 
enth we  sunk  one  of  their  best  iron-dad  gun- 
boats." 

On  the  thirtieth,  I  asain  dispaiched  as  fol- 
lows :  *'  Scouts  report  ue  enemy  to  have  with- 
drawn most  of  his  forces  from  our  right  yester- 
day, leaving  Hall's  Fer^  road  open,  I  apprehend, 
for  a  movement  against  you.  I  e;q>eot  this 
courier  to  return  to  me." 

The  meat  ration  having  been  reduced  onfr- 
half,  that  of  sugar,  rice,  and  beans^  was  largely 
increased.  It  was  important,  above  all  things, 
that  every  encouragement  should  be  eiven  to 
the  troops.    With  tnis  object  in  view,  I  ordered 


the  impressmont  of  chewing-tobacco,  and  its 
issue  to  die  troops.  This  haJd  a  very  beneficial 
influence.  The  enemy  kept  steadily  at  work, 
day  and  night,  and,  taking  advantage  of  the 
cover  of  the  hills,  had  run  his  parallels  up  to 
within  seventy-five  yards  of  our  works.  He  was 
also  mining  at  different  points,  and  it  required 
the  active  and  constant  attention  of  our  engi- 
neers to  repair  at  night  the  damage  inflicted 
upon  our  works  during  the  da^,  and  to  meet  his 
different  mines  by  counterminuag.  Orders  were 
iflsned  to  prepare  thundep^Murda  aad  petards 
for  the  deranoe  of  near  points,  and  every  pre> 
caution  takao  to  check  tae  enemy  in  his  opera- 
tions, aad  to  delay  them  as  &r  aa  poaaible.  On 
the  ssTenth  of  June,  the  following  dispatch  was 
sent  to  QcBeral  Johnaton :  '*  I  am  stiil  without 
inlbraoation  from  yon  later  than  yow  dispatch 
oftweaty^th.  The  enemy  oontinaeato  intrench 
his  poaition  around  Yicksbui^g.  I  have  sent  out 
couriers  to  you  almost  daily.  The  aame  men 
are  constantly  in  the  trenches,  but  are  atill  in 
good  spirits,  expecting  jronr  approach.  The 
enemy  is  so  vigilant  ihkt  it  is  impossible  to  ob- 
tain reliable  information.  When  may  I  expect 
you  to  move,  and  in  what  direction  ?  My  sub- 
sistence may  be  put  down  for  about  twenty 
days."  On  uie  tenth,  I  again  dispatched  as  fol- 
lows :  "  The  enemy  bombsu-ds  dav  and  night  from 
seven  mortars  on  opposite  side  of  peninsula. 
He  also  keeps  up  constant  fire  on  our  lines  with 
artillery  and  sharpshooters.  We  are  losing 
many  officers  and  men.  I  am  waiting  most  anx- 
iouslv  to  know  your  intentions.  Have  Heard 
nothmg  of  you  or  from  you  since  twenty-fifth  of 
May.  I  shall  endeavor  to  hold  out  as  lon^  as 
we  have  anything  to  eat.  Can  you  not  aena  me 
a  verbal  message  by  a  courier  crossing  the  river 
above  or  below  VicKsburg,  and  swimming  across 
again  opposite  Vicksburg?"  4s^''>  ^^  ^^ 
twelfth,  I  dispatched  as  follows:  '* Courier 
Walker  arrived  this  morning,  with  caps.  No 
message  from  you.  Very  heavy  firing  yesterday 
from  mortars  and  on  lines."  About  this  time 
our  provisions,  particularly  of  meat,  having  be- 
come exhausted,  General  Stevenson  was  in- 
structed to  inipress  all  the  cattie  in  the  city, 
and  the  Chief  (^mmissary  directed  to  sell  only 
one  ration  per  diem  to  any  officer.  He  waa  also 
instructed  to  teue  for  bread  equal  portions  of 
rice  and  flour — four  ounces  each.  About  the 
thirteenth,  Captain  Saunders  arrived  from  Jack- 
son, via  Steele's  Bayou,  with  two  hundred  thou- 
sand percussion-caps,  and  a  day  or  two  subse- 
quent^ I  received  the  following  dispatch  from 
General  Johnston : 

''lam  too  weak  to  save  Yicksbuig;  can  do 
no  more  tiian  attempt  to  save  you  and  your 
garriscm.  It  will  be  impossible  to  extricate  you 
unless  you  c(H>perate,  and  we  make  mutiudly 
supporting  movements.  Communicate  your  plans 
and  suggestions,  if  possible." 

On  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth,  I  addressed 
General  Johnston  as  follows:  ''Last  night  Gap* 
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tain  BannderB  arriTed  with  two  hnxidred  fhon- 
Band  caps,  but  brought  no  ioformatioh  ea  to 
TOOT  position  or  movements.  The  enemy  is 
knding  troops. in  large  nmnbers  on  Louisiana 
shore,  above  Vicksburg.  They  are  probably 
from  Memphis,  but  it  may  be  from  lazoo;  I 
cannot  ascertain  positively.  On  the  Graveyard 
road  the  enemy  has  run  his  saps  to  within  twen- 
ty-five yards  of  our  works.  He  will  probably 
attempt  to  sink  a  mine ;  I  shall  try  to  tiiwart 
him.  I  am  anxiously  expecting  to  hear  from 
yon,  to  arrange  for  co-operation. 


Jono  U,  1886. 

**  The  enemy  has  placed  several  very  heavy 
guna  in  position  against  our  work^,  and  is  ap- 
proaching then  very  near  by  sap.  His  fire  is 
ahnost  continuous.  Our  men  have  no  relief—- 
are  becoming  much  fetteued,  but  are  still  in 
pretty  good  spirits.  I  mink  your  movement 
should  be  made  as  soon  as  possible.  The  enemy 
is  receiving  reinforcements.  We  are  living  on 
greatly  reduced  rations,  but  I  think  suflBcient 
for  twenty  days  yet."  The  enemy  had  now 
placed  in  position  on  the  peninsula  several  very 
heavy  guns,  the  fire  of.  which  was  very 'de- 
structive, and  though  repeated  attempts  were 
made  we  could  not  succeed  in  silencing  them. 
On  the  nineteenth,  the  following  telegram  was 
sent  to  General  Johnston :  "  The  enemy  opened 
all  hifl  batteries  on  our  Hnes  about  han-past 
three  o'clock  this  morning,  and  continued  the 
heaviest  fire  we  have  yet  sustained,  until  eight 
o'clock,  but  he  did  not  asault  our  works.  Artil- 
lery is  reported  to  have  been  distinctly  heard 
about  two  o'clock  a.  m.,  towards  and  east  of 
Snyder's  Mills,  supposed  to  have  ^en  an  en- 
gagement with  your  troops.  On  the  Graveyard 
road  the  enemy's  works  are  within  twenty-five 
feet  of  our  redan,  also  very  close  on  Jackson 
and  Baldwin's  Ferry  roads.  I  hope  you  will  ad- 
vance with  the  least  possible  delay.  My  men 
have  been  thfrty-four  days  and  nights  in 
trenches  without  relief^  and  the  enemy  within 
conversation  distance.  We  are  living  on  very 
reduced  rations,  and,  as  you  know,  are  entirely 
isolated.  What  aid  am  I  to  expect  from  you? 
The  bearer.  Captain  Wise,  can  be  confided  in." 
On  the  night  of  the  twenty-second  a  party  from 
Camming^  Georgia  brigaae,  Stevenson's  divis- 
ion, made  a  gallant  sortie  on  the  Hall's  Ferry 
road,  and  captured  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  and 
twelve  men,  with  their  intrenching  tools^&c 
On  the.  night  of  the  twenty-third  a  neavj^  skir- 
mish occurred  in  front  of  Cummings's  kne  for 
the  possession  of  a  picket-etation,  wmch  resulted 
in  the  repulse  of  the  enemy.  Under  date  of  the 
twenty-first,  the  fc^owing  dispatch  was  sent 
out  to  General  Johnston : 

''Tour  dispatches  of  foiirteenth  and  sixteenth 
received.  If  it  is  absolutely  impossible  in  your 
opinion  to  raise  the  siege  with  our  combined 
forces,  and  that  nothing  more  can  be  done  than 
to  extricate  this  garrison,  I  suggest  that,  giv- 
ing me  full  information  in  time  to  act^  you  move 
by  the  north  of  Hio  railroad,  drive  in  the  enemy's 
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pickets  at  night,  and  at  daylight  next  morning, 
engage  him  heavily  with  skirmishers,  occupying 
him  during  the  entire  day,  and  that  on  that  night, 
I  move  by  the  Warrenton  road,  by  Hsoikinson's 
Ferry,  to  which  point  vou  should  previously 
send  a  brigade  oi  cavalry,  with  two  field  bat- 
teries to  build  a  bri&ge  there,  and  hold  that 
ferry  ;'«]8o  Hall's  and  Baldwin's  to  cover  my 
crossing  at  Hankinson's.  I  shall  not  be  ^ble  to 
move  with  my  artillery,  and  wagons.  I  suggest 
this  as  the  best  plan,  because  all  the  other  r^ds 
are  too  strongly  intrenched,  and  the  enemy  in 
too  heavy  fcNrce  for  a  reasonable  prospect  of 
success,  unless  you  move  in  sufficient  force  to 
compel  him  to  abandon  his  communications 
with  Snyder's,  which  I  stifl  hope  we  may  be 
able  to  do.  I  await  your  orders.  Oapiain 
Cooper  understands  all  my  views,  and  wifl  ex- 
plain further." 

I  insert  here  two  dispatches  from  General 
Johnston,  one  of  which  is  acknowledged  in  my 
letter  above : 

a  June  14, 1668. 

"All  that  we  can  attempt  is  to  save  you  and 
your  garrison.  To  do  this  exact  co-operation  is 
indispensable.  By  .fighting  the  enemy  simul- 
taneously, at  the  same  point  of  the  fine,  you 
may  be  extricated.  Our  joint  forces  cannot 
raise  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  My  communica- 
tions with  the  rear  can  best  be  preserved  by 
operating  north  of  the  railroad.  Inform  me,  as 
soon  as  possible,  what  point  will  suit  you  best. 
Your  dispatch  of  the  twelfth  received.  General 
Taylor  with  eight  thousand  men  will  endeavor 
to  open  communication  with  you  from  Rich- 
mond." 

i<  Jane  22,1863. 

"Tour  dispatch  of  the  fifteenth  received. 
General  Taylor  is  sent  by  General  E.  K.  Smith 
to  co-operate  with  you  from  the  west  bank  of 
the  river,  to  throw  in  supplies,  and  to  cross 
with  his  force  if  expedient  and  practicable.  I 
will  have  the  means  of  movin«^  towards  the 
enemy  in  a  day  or  two,  and  will  try  to  make  a 
diversion  in  your  &vor,  and,  if  possible,  commu- 
nicate with  you,  though  I /ear  my  force  is  too 
small  to  effect  the  latter.  I  have  only  two- 
thirds  of  the  force  you  told  messenger  Saunders 
to  state  to  me  the  least  with  whicm  I  ought  to 
make  an  attempt.  Scouts  report  the  enemv 
fortifying  towards  us,  and  the  roads  blocked. 
If  I  can  do  nothing  to  relieve  you,  rather  than 
surrender  the  garrison  endeavor  to  cross  the 
river  at  the  last  moment,  if  you  and  General 
Taylor  commimicate." 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-filth  the 
enemy  exploded  his  first  mine,  under  the  para- 
pet of  General  Forney's  works.  In  his  omcial 
report  that  officer  sa^s :  "  The  explosion  effected 
a  breach  through  which  the  enemy  immediatelv 
attempted  to  charge,  but  was  promptly  and  gal- 
lantiy  repulsed.  The  Sixth  Missouri  reciment, 
whi^  had  been  held  in  reserve,  was  on  tEe  spot 
immediately  after  the  explosion,  and  its  com- 
mander, Colonel  Eugene  Irwin,  was  instantly 
killed  while  attempting  to  lead  a  charge  over  the 
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works.  Six  men  of  the  Forty-third  MiBsiBaippi 
regiment,  who  were  in  the  shaft  countermining  at 
the  time  of  the  explosion,  were  buried  and  lost 
At  dark  the  enemy  had  possessed  himself  of  the 
ditch  and  slope  o^  the  parapet,  and  our  troops 
retired  to  an  interior  line  a  few  feet  back.  Tms 
point  was  now  reinforced  by  Colonel  Gockrell's 
brigade  of  fiowen*s  division,  and  work  was  re- 
sumed by  the  enemy,  and  by  us,  they  mining, 
and  we  countermining."    From  this  time  nntd 

*  the  first,  nothing  of  moment  occurred.  On 
that  morning,  however,  the  enemy  sprung  an- 
other mine,  on  the  right  of  the  Jaclraon  road, 
which  is  thus  spoken  of  by  General  Forney,  in 
his  report :  ^  The  Result  was  the  entire  demo- 
lition of  the  redan,  leaving  only  an  immense 
cha»n  where  it  stood.  The  greater  portion  of 
the  earth  was  thrown  towards  tiie  enemy,  the 
line  of  least  resistance  bein^  in  that  direction. 
Our  interior  line  was  much  injured.  Nine  men 
who  were  countermining  were  necessarily  lost, 
and  a  large  number  of  those  manning  the  works 
were  killed  and  wounded.  The  enemy,  how- 
ever, made*  no  attempt  to  charge,  seeming  satis- 
fied with  having  materially  weakened  tiie  posi- 
tion. I  understand  tiiat  tiie  amount  of  powder 
need  by  the*  enemy  in  this  explosion  was  one 
ton.  While  all  this  was  taking  *place  on  the 
Jackson  road  the  enemy  was  by  no  means  idle 
at  other  points.  A^the  work  on  the  Baldwin's 
Fcny  road  his  sappers  had  nearly  reached  the 
ditch.  At  this  place  we  sprung  a  countermine, 
which  was,  unfortunately  a  little  premature." 
From  this  time  forward,  our  engineers  were 
kept  constantly  and  busily  employed  in  counter- 
mining against  the  enemy,  who  was  at  work 
day  and  night  counterminine  on  the  different 
portions  of  the  line.  About  tnis  time,  our  stock 
of  bacon  having  become  almost  exluiusted,  the 
experiment  of  using  mule  meat  as  a  substitute 
was  tried,  it  being  issued  only  to  those  who 
desired  to  use  it ;  and  I  am  gratified  to  say  it 
was  found,  by  both  oflBcers  and  men,  not  only 
nutritious  but  very  palatable,  and  every  way 
preferable  to  poor  beef.  I  have  already  given 
in  extensOj  the  several  letters  received  from 
General  Johnston  up  to  this  time,  and  my  re- 
plies thereto.  In  this  connection  I  take  occa- 
sion to  introduce  General  Johnston's  letter  of 

.  the  twenty-seventh  June,  which  was  never  re- 
ceived by  me,  but  a  copy  of  which  General 
Johnston  was  kind  enougk  to  furnish : 

<*JaneS7,U«L 
''Your  dispatch  of  the  twenty-second  re- 
ceived. General  E.  K.  Smith's  troops  have  been 
mismanaged,  and  have  fallen  back  to  Delhi.  I 
have  sent  a  special  messenger  urging  him  to 
assume  direct  command.  The  determined  spirit 
you  manifest,  and  his  expected  co-operati<m,  en- 
conrage  me  to  hope  that  something  may  yet  be 
done  to  save  Yioksburg,  and  to  postpone  both 
the  modes  suggested  of  merely  extricating  the 
garrison.  Negotiations  with  Grant  for  £e  re- 
lief of  the  garrison,  should  they  become  neoes- 
sary,  must  be  made  by  you.    It  would  be  a  oon- 


feasion  of  weakness  on  my  part,  which  I  ought 
not  to  make,  to  propose  them.  When  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  make  terms,  they  may  be 
considered  as  made  under  my  authority.  To 
preserve  the  continuity  of  the  narrative,  and 
that  events  may  be  mentioned  in  the  order  of 
their  dates,  I  also  eive  General  Johnston's  letter 
of  July  third,  which  was  received  by  me  on  the 
tenth : 

<*  joij  s,  ISA      ; 

**  Your  dispatches  of  the  twenty-eighth  were 
destroyed  by  messenger.  He  states  that  Gen- 
eral Smith's  troops  were  driven  back  to  Moo- 
roe.  This  *BtatBm6nt,  and  his  account  of  your 
condition,  make  me  think  it  necessary  to  create 
a  diversion,  and  tlius  enable  you  to  cut  your 
way  out,  if  the  time  has  arrived  for  you  to  do 
this ;  of  that  time  I  cannot  judge ;  you  must, 
as  it  depends  upon  your  ccndition.  I  hope  to 
attack  uie  enemy  in  your  front  on  tiie  seventh, 
and  your  oo-operation  wUl  be  necessary.  The 
manner  and  the  proper  point  for  you  to  bring 
the  garrison  out,  must  oe  determined  by  you, 
from  your  superior  knowledge  of  the  ground 
and  distribution  of  the  enemy's  forces.  Our 
firing  will  show  you  where  we  are  engaged.  If 
Vicksburg  cannot  be  saved,  the  garrison  must" 
On  the  first  of  July  I  felt  satisfies  that  the  time 
had  arrived  when  it  was  necessary  either  to 
evacuate  the  city  and  cut  my  way  out,  or  to 
capitulate  upon  the  best  attainable  terms.  My 
own  inclination  led  me  to*fiivor  the  former; 
with  this  view,  therefore,  I  addressed  to  my 
division  commanders,  Grenerals  Stevenson,  For- 
ney, Smith,  and  Bowen,  the  following  communi- 
cation :       ^ 

<«HlADQDABnM  DBPABnODIT  OV  M'""" ) 

Asm  East  Louboaka.  V 

ViOKsmrBO,  Jul  J  1,  188S.    J 

"  Gbnbral  :  Unless  the  siege  of  Yicksbure  is 
raised,  or  supplies  are  thrown  in,  it  will  be- 
come necessary  very  shortly  to  evacuate  die 
place.  I  see  no  prospect  of  the  former,  and 
there  are  many  great,  if  not  insuperable  obsta- 
cles in  the  way  of  the  latter.  You  are,  there- 
fore, requested  to  inform  me  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible  as  to  the  condition  of  your  tzxK>ps, 
and  their  abiUty  to  make  the  marches,  and  un- 
dergo the  fatague  necessary  to  accomplish  a 
successful  evacuation.  You  will,  of  course,  use 
the  utmost  discretion  whilst  informing  younelf 
through  your  subordinates,  upon  all  points  tend- 
ing* to  a  clear  elucidation  of  the  subjects  of  my 
inquiry. 

•*  Veiy  respectfully, 

'*  Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  PKMBEBTOKy 
Ii»a(.-GeQaraI,  oammMnSiDg." 

The  next  day  I  received  a  reply  from  each  of 
these  officers,  which  is  herewitJx  submitted  : 

VnuBBwi,  Joijr  s;  1M8l        / 

r  **  GnnouLL :  Your  note— confidential— of  ye^ 
terday,  requesting  me  to  infonn  you  as  to  the 
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condition  of  my  troops,  and  their  ability  to  make 
the  marches  and  undergo  the  fatigue  necessary 
to  accomplish  a  successful  evacuation  of  this 
city,  was  duly  receiyed,  and  I  have  the  honor 
to  reply  thereto,  as  follows :  My  men  are  very 
cheerful,  but  from  long  confinement,  more  than 
forty-five  days,  in  the  trenches,  on  short  rations, 
are  necessarily  much  enfeebled,  and  a  consider- 
able number  would  be  unable  to  make  the 
marches  and  undergo  the  fatigue  which  would 
probably  be  necessary  to  a  successful  evacua- 
tion of  this  city.  If  pressed  by  the  enemy,  and 
it  should  be  necessary  to  place  the  Big  Black  in 
our  rear  in  one  march,  the  chances  are  that  a 
large  number  of  them  now  in  the  trenches 
comd  not  succeed.  I  believe,  however,  that 
most  of  them,  ratiber  than  be  captured^  would 
elert  themselves  to  the  utmost  to  accomplish  it 
I  respectfully  transmit  herewith  the  opinions  of 
my  brigade  commanders  on  these  points. 
*^  I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  BrBVENSON, 

Major-Genoml.*' 


*<  Oinaoir  Hbadquabisiis, 
Nbab  VioEmuia,  July  2,  1868. 


} 

**  GB!rERAL  :  In  repl^  to  your  confidential  note 
of  yesterday,  requestmg  to  be  informed  as  to 
the  condition  of  my  troops,  and  their  ability  to 
make  the  marches  and  undergo  the  fatigues 
necessary  to  accomplish  a  successful  evacua- 
tion, as  heart-rending  as  the  reply  may  be,  I 
have  to  state,  that  I  concur  in  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  brigade  and  regimental  command- 
ers, that  the  physical  condition  and  health  of 
our  men  are  not  sufficiently  good  to  enable 
them  to  accomplish  successfully  the  evacuation. 
The  spirit  of  the  men  is  still,  however,  unshak- 
en, and  I  am  satisfied  they  will  cheerfully  con- 
tinue to  bear  the  fatigues  and  privations  of  the 
siege.  I  inclose  herewith,  for  your  further  in- 
formation, the  brigade  reports. 
"  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
"  Very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  Jno.  H.  Forkit, 

"  July  2, 1868u        / 

'*  Genxrajl  :  Your  note  of  yesterday  desires 
from  me  a  reply  on  two  points,  viz. :  the  con- 
dition of  my  troops,  and  their  ability  to  make 
the  marches  and  undergo  the  fktigue  necessary 
to  a  successful  evacuation  of  this  place.  The 
length  of  the  marches  and  amount  of  fati^e 
necessary  to  a  successful  evacuation,  not  bemg 
indicated,  I  confine  myself  to  giving  the  follow- 
ing information  and  opinion :  There  are  about 
(3,000)  three  thousand  men  in  my  division,  in- 
cluding State  troops,  in  a  condition  to  under- 
take a  march  of  eight  or  ten  miles  a  dav  in  this 
weather,  if  there  is  an  opportunity  of  resting 
at  intervals.  Out  of  these  three  thousand,  only 
about  two  thousand  are  considered  reliable*  in 
case  we  are  strongly  opposed  and  much  har- 


assed. A  secret  evacuation  I  consider  almost 
impossible,  on  account  of  the  temper  of  many 
in  my  command,  who  would  of  necessity  be  teft 
behind,  not  to  mention  their  natural  timidity 
when  left  alone,  which  would  induce  them  to  at 
once  get  into  commimication  with  the  enemy 
for  their  own  fancied  safety.  I  would  really 
expect  the  enemy  to  become  aware  of  the  move- 
ment before  my  command  had  cleared  the  right 
of  our  line.  It  is  proper  to  mention  that  the 
two  thousand  alluded  to  have  suffered  severely' 
in  the  loss  of  field  officers  during  the  siefire, 
and  while  their  individual  bravery  remains  the 
same,  they  will  be  more  readily  thrown  into 
confusion  from  want  of  officers  to  handle  them, 
if  forced  to  halt  and  go  through  any  formation 
to  oppose  an  enemy.  In  other  words,  while 
under  the  impression  that  the  troops  will  to-day 
resist  an  assault  as  obstinately,  or  perhaps  more 
so,  as  when  they  first  manned  the  trenches,  I  do 
not  think  they  would  do  as  well  out  of  them 
and  in  the  field.  I  believe  that  General  John- 
ston either  has  or  will  fight  Grant,  and  my  hope 
has  been  that  he  will  be  successful,  and  m  time 
to  relieve  us;  at  present,  however,  I  see  no 
clumce  of  timely  relief  from  him,  and  his  dis- 
patches have  never  indicated  a  hope  of  being 
able  to  raise  the  siege.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  deem  it  l^t  to  propose  tonus  of 
capitulation  before  forced  to  do  so  from  want  of 
provisions.  The  following,  although  not  called 
for  by  your  note,  is  respectfully  stated  on  ac- 
count of  a  personal  conversation  had  some  days 
since.  In  regard  to  evacuating  with  or  without 
entering  into  terms  of  agreement  with  the  ene- 
my, I  should  much  prefer  the  former ;  there  is 
to  my  mind,  no  practical  difference  between 
giving  up  a  place  openly  or  seoretiy. 
"  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

^  Your  obedient  servant, 

**  M.  &  Smith, 

*«HftU)QUARTIBS  B0ins'8  DXVBXOV,  \ 

xViossBUBO,  Ubb.,  July  2, 180S.  j 

•*  General  ;  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  this 
morning,  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  my  com- 
mand to  force  their  way  through  the  enemy's 
lines,  in  case  that  the  necessity  should  arise  to 
evacuate  this  position,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  my  men  are  in  as  good,  if  not  bettor  apirite 
than  any  others  in  the  Tine,  and  able  to  stand  as 
much  fatigue ;  yet,  I  do  not  consider  them  capa- 
ble (phymcalty)  of  endurix^  the  hardships  inci- 
dent to  such  an  undertaMog.  Forty-five  days 
incessant  duty,  day  and  nigh^  with  short  rations 
^-the  wear  of  bom  mind  and  body,  incident  to 
our  situation,  has  had  a  marked  effect  upon  them, 
and  I  am  satisfied  tfa^t  they  cannot  give  battle 
and  march  over  ten  or  twelve  miles  in  the  same 
day.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  Greneral  Johnston 
has  never  held  out  to  us  the  slightest  hope  that 
the  siege  could  be  raised—that  his  demonstra- 
tion in  our  fiakvor  to  relieve  this  exhausted  garri- 
son would,  of  necessity,  be  sufficient  to  raise  it, 
I  see  no  alternative  but  to  rescue  tiie  oonmiand. 
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by  making  terms  with  the  enemy.  Under  the 
most  favorable  circumstances,  were  we  to  cut 
our  way  out,  we  could  not,  in  my  opinion,  save 
two-thirds  of  our  present  effective  strength ;  no 
provision  could  be  made  for  our  wounded  who 
fell  in  the  attempt,  or  those  we  leave  behind  in 
tiie  hospitals,  and  our  army  would  reach  Greneral 
Johnston  (if  we  should  get  through)  a  mere 
handful  oi  broken-down  stragglers.  I  would, 
therefore,  reoommend  that  an  immediate  propo- 
sition be  made  to  capitulate.  If  accepted,  we  get 
everything  we  have  a  rieht  to  hope  for;  if 
rejected,  we  can  still  hola  out  stuDDomly  for 
some  days,  and  our  enem^  may  make  the  proposal 
to  us.  When  our  rations  are  exhaustea,  or 
nearly  so,  we  may  accept  a  surrender  with  the 
oondQtion  of  a  general  parole,  instead  of  impris- 
onment, for  the  command.  If  the  offer  is  made 
at  once,  we  have  a  better  chance  of  muTring 
terms  than  when  we  have  only  one  day's  resist- 
ance in  store,  in  cass  of  a  refusal.  The  proposi- 
tion coming  from  us,  if  rejected,  will  make  our 
men  determined  to  fight  to  the  last ;  theirs,  on 
the  contrary,  will  feel  that  after  Vicksburg  has 
been  offered,  their  blood  is  shed  to  gratify  a 
mere  vindictive  feeling  against  its  garrison, 
whose  only  &ult  has  been  the  noble  defence 
they  have  made ;  and  I  believe  that  numbers  of 
the  enemy  have  still  enough  manhood  to  admire 
our  courage  and  determination,  and  urge  liberal 
terms  of  c^itulation. 

"  I  am,  General,  veiy  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 
"jKa  S.  BowKN, 

The  opinions  of  General  Stevenson's  brigade 
commanders  will  be  found  in  that  officer's  report, 
while  those  of  General  Forney's  are  presented 
in  the  appendix  to  this.  So  far  as  I  know,  not 
a  solitary  brigade  or  regimental  commander 
favored  the  scheme  of  cutting  out ;  and  only 
two,  whose  views  were  presented  to  me,  inti- 
mated the  possibility  of  making  more  than  one- 
half  of  their  commands  available  for  that 
purpose.  With  this  unanimous  opinion  of  my 
officers  against  the  practicability  of  a  successful 
evacuation,  and  no  relief  from  General  Johnston, 
a  surrender,  with  or  without  terms,  was  the 
only  eJtemative  left  me.  I  therefore  addressed 
the  following  note  to  Major-Geueral  Grant : 

"  Vicksburg,  July  S,  1663. 

"  Major-General  U.  8,  Orant^  commanding  U,  8. 

ForceSy  near  Vtckehura,  Miss : 

'*  GvNERAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  to  yon 

an  armistice  for  hoiurs,  with  a  view  to 

arranging  terms  for  the  capitulation  of  Vicks- 
burg. To  tiiis  end,  if  agreeable  to  you,  I  will 
appoint  three  commissioners  to  meet  a  like  num- 
ber to  be  named  by  yourself,  at  such  place  and 
hour  to-day  as  you  may  find  convenient.  I  make 
this  proposition  to  save  the  further  effusion  of 
blood,  which  must  otherwise  be  shed  to  a  fright- 
ful extent,  feeling  myself  fully  able  to  maintain 
my  position  for  a  yet  indefinite  period.    This 


communioation  win  be  handed  jrou  tmder  flag  of 
truce,  by  Major-General  J.  S.  Bowen. 
**  I  am.  General,  very  reepectfoUy, 
^  Your  obedient  servant, 
**J.  C.  Pbmbebiov, 

«i  liefalOHuit-OfMnl,  ooiniiiaiulli«." 

In  the  course  of  two  hours  the  annexed  reply 
was  received : 


(( 


or  TBI  Ikxrans^l 
«NiAK  Vhsebdm,  Jbly  S,  ISSdL       / 


**  LieuienoM'Qeneral  /.  C  Pembetton^  command- 

ing  Ooft^ederate  Forces^  cfto. ; 

''Gbkebal:  Your  note  of  this  date  is  just 
received,  proposing  an  armistice  for  several 
hours  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  terms  of 
capitulation  through  commissioners  to  be  ap- 
pomted,  &C.  The  useless  effusion  of  blood  you 
propose  stopping  by  this  course,  can  be  ended 
at  any  time  you  nuijr  choose  by  an  unconditional 
surrender  of  the  city  and  garrison.  Men  who 
have  shown  so  much  endurance  and  courage  as 
those  now  in  Vicksburg,  will  alw^  challenge 
the  respect  of  an  adversarv,  and  I  can  assure 
you  will  be  treated  with  all  the  respect  due  to 
prisoners  of  war.  I  do  not  favor  the  proposi- 
tion of  appointing  conmiissioners  to  arrange  the 
terms  of  capitulation,  beoMise  I  have  no  tenns 
other  than  those  indicated  above. 
"  I  am,  Genend,  very  respectfully, 
"  Your  obedient  servant^ 

"U.-S.  Gbai!t, 

"Jligor-Oeaeral.'' 

Upon  the  return  of  General  Bowen  with  this 
letter,  I  understood  that  it  was  the  desire  of 
M&jor-Geueral  Grant  to  have  a  personal  confer- 
ence with  me,  and  this  bein^  agreed  to,  at  three 
o'clock  p.  M.,  accompanied  by  Greneral  Bowen 
and  Oaptain  Montgomery  (then  supposed  to  he 
a  Lieutenant-Colonel),  I  proceeded  to  the  finest, 
where  I  met  GenenU  Grant,  surrounded  by  a 
number  of  his  officers.  I  soon  learned  that  tliere 
was  a  mutual  misunderstanding  in  regard  to  the 
desire  for  this  interview,  and  therefore  informed 
General  Grant  that  if  he  had  no  terms  to  pro 
pose  other  than  were  contained  in  his  letter,  the 
conference  could  terminate,  and  hostilities  be 
resumed  immediately.  After  some  farther  con- 
versation, he  proposed  that  General  Bowen  and 
Captain  Mon^omory,  and  two  of  his  officers, 
Major-Gener^  McPherson  and  Smith,  should 
retire  for  consultation,  and  suggest  such  terras 
as  they  might  think  proper  for  our  conBidera> 
tion.  After  some  conversation  between  these 
officers,  we  parted,  with  the  understanding  that 
General  Grant  would  communicate  with  me  by 
ten  o'clock  p.m., and  about  that  hour  the  follow- 
ing letter  was  received : 


"  EbAiXKTABXiRS  DiTAirnucrr  op  ibb  Tkmbbmk.  ) 
"  NiAB  Vromnta,  Joly  S^  ISO.     j 

^  lAeHtenani-G^eneral  J.  C.  Pemberton,  oomimattd' 
ing  Confederate  Forcee,  VidMurg,  Hiss.  •* 
*'  GsirsBAL :  In  conformity  with  agreement  of 

this  afternoon,  I  will  submit  the  following  propo- 
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sition  for  the  msnender  of  tfae  city  of  Yicks- 
borg,  public  stores,  ko.  On  jour  accepting  tiie 
terms  proposed,  I  will  march  one  division,  as  a 
guard,  and  take  possession  at  eight  a.  m.,  to- 
morrow. As  soon  as  rolls  can  be  made  out 
and  paroles  signed  by  officers  and  men,  you  will 
be  allowed  to  march  out  of  our  lines,  the  officers 
taking  with  them  their  side-arms  and  clothing, 
and  the  field,  8tafif,and  cavalry  officers,  one  horse 
each.  The  rank  and  file  will  be  allowed  all 
their  clothing,  but  no  other  property.  If  &ese 
conditions  are  accepted,  any  amount  of  rations 
you  may  deem  necessary  can  be  taken  from  the 
stores  you  now  have,  and  also  the  necessary  cook- 
ing utensils  for  preparing  them ;  thirty  wagons 
also,  counting  two  two-horse  wagons  or  mule 
teams  as  one,  will  be  allowed  to  transport  such 
articles  as  cannot  be  carried  alone.  The  same 
conditions  will  be  allowed  to  all  iddc  and  wound- 
ed officers  and  soldiers,  as  fiist  as  they  become 
able  to  travel;  The  paroles  of  these  latter  must 
be  signed,  however,  whilst  officers  are  present 
authorized  to  sien  the  roll  of  prisoners. 
^  I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  « 

**  Your  obedient  servant, 

**  U.  8.  Oraiit, 

This  letter  was  immediately  submitted  to  a 
council  of  General  officers.  My  own  inclination 
was  to  reject  these  terms,  but,  after  some  dis- 
cussion, I  addressed  General  Grant  as  follows : 

"  HiADqvAKna^  VicnDiTBa,  Jaly  8, 1868. 

"  Major-Oeneral  Ui  &  QratU^  commanding^  dc : 
**  General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  this  date, 
proposing  terms  of  c^itulation  for  this  garrison 
and  post.  In  the  main,  your  terms  are  accepted ; 
but,  in  justice  both  to  the  honor  and  spirit  of 
my  troops,  I  have  to  submit  the  following  amend- 
ments, which,  if  acceded  to  bv  you,  will  perfect 
the  agreement  between  us :  At  ten  a.  m.  to-mor- 
row, I  propose  to  evacuate  the  works  in  and 
around  VicKsburg,  and  to  surrender  the  city  and 
garrison  under  my  command,  by  marching  out 
with  my  colors  and  arms,  stac^og  them  in  front 
of  my  present  lines,  after  which  you  wiU  take 
possession ;  officers  to  retain  their  side-arms 
and  personal  property,  and  the  right  and  prop- 
erty of  citizens  to  be  respected. 
"  I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

**  Yoor  obedient  servant, 

'^J.  C.  PSMBERTOir, 
"  LSeateiuiat  Gentral,  commuidliig. " 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth,  the  fol- 
lowing reply  was  received : 


(«HbAIX|D. 
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uBrAtTMMSn  Or  IBS  IMllMflBi,  I 

▼iciKBCBa,  July  4, 1808.     / 


**  General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  vour  communication  of  third  instant 
The  amendments  proposed  by  you  cannot  be 
acceded  to  in  fulL  It  will  be  necessary  to  fur- 
nish eveiy  officer  and  man  with  a  parole,  signed 


by  himself,  which,  with  the  completion  of  the 
roll  of  prisoners,  will  necessarily  take  some 
time.  Again,  I  can  make  no  stipulations  with 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  citizens  and  their 
private  property;  while  I  do  not  propose  to 
cause  them  any  undue  annoyance  or  loss,  I  can- 
not consent  to  have  myself  under  any  restraint 
by  stipulations.  The  property  which  officers 
will  be  allowed  to  take  wiUi  them,  will  be  as 
stated  in  my  proposition  of  last  evening ;  that 
is,  officers  will  be  allowed  their  private  baggage 
and  side-arms,  and  Inounted  omcers  one  norse 
each.  If  you  mean  by  your  proposition  for  each 
brigade  to  march  to  the  front  of  the  line  now 
occupied  by  it,  and  stack  arms  at  ten  o'clock  a* 
M.,  and  retirni  to  the  inside  and  remain  as  pris- 
oners until  properly  paroled,  I  will  make  no  ob- 
jection to  it  choma  no  notification  be  received 
of  your  acceptance  of  my  terms  bv  nine  o'clock 
A.  v.,  I  shall  regard  them  as  having  been  rejected, 
and  shall  act  accordingly.  Should  these  terms 
be  accepted,  white  £^  should  be  displayed 
along  your  lines,  to  prevent  such  of  my  troops 
as  may  not  have  been  notified,  from  firing  upon 
your  men. 
''I  am.  General,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  U.  8.  Grant, 

"Ifi^r-GeDena." 

In  response  to  this  note,  I  immediately  dis- 
patched the  following,  accepting  the  terms  of 
surrender  as  modified  by  GoneralGr  ant : 


(«BBiDqDAiam,  VioESBuaa,  Jnly  4, 1883. 

"*  Major-General  O.  8.  Orant,  oommanding  UnU- 
edSkOei  Forces,  4c.  •* 

^  General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  recept  of  your  communication  of  this  date, 
and  in  reply  to  say  that  the  terms  proposed  by 
you  are  accepted. 

"  Very  respectfully, 

**  Your  obedient  servant, 

''J.  G.  Pembbbton, 

"  UBaleninUtoiMnL" 

These  terms,  it  may  be  proper  to  say,  were  ap- 
proved by  every  division  and  brigade  com- 
mander, with  one  exception  (Brigadier-General 
Baldwin),  who,  without  offering  any  objection  to 
them,  insisted  upon  holding  out,  but  assigned 
no  reason  for  it  In  accordance  with  this  agree- 
ment, the  g^arrison  was  surrendered  at  ten 
o'dock  A.  M.,  and  the  Federal  forces  immedi- 
ately  took  possession  of  our  works  and  placed 
guards  in  the  city.  If  it  should  be  asked 
why  the  Fourth  of  July  was  selected  for  the 
day  of  the  surrender,  me  answer  is  obvious. 
I  believed  that  on  that  day  I  should  obtain 
better  terms.  Well  aware  of  the  vanity  of 
our  foes,  I  knew  they  would  attach  vast  impor- 
tance to  the  entrance  on  the  Fourth  of  July  mto 
the  stronghold  of  the  great  river,  and  that,  to 
gratify  their  national  vanity,  they  would  yield 
then  what  could  not  be  extorted  from  them  at 
any  other  time.    This  question  of  time  was  also 
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discnsBed  by  my  General  officers  in  conncil  and 
my  TiewB  concnrred  in.  The  aesertion  that  the 
surrender  of  Vicksbnrg  was  compelled  by  the 
want  of  subsistence,  or  that  the  garrison  was 
starved  out,  is  one  entirely  destitute  of  truth. 
There  was  at  no  time  any  absolute  suffering  for 
want  of  food  among  Ihe  garrison.  That  the  men 
were  put  upon  greatly  reduced  rations  is  unde- 
niably true,  but  in  the  opinion  of  many  medical 
officers  it  is  at  least  questionable  whether,  un- 
der all  the  circumstances,  tiiis  was  at  all  injuri- 
ous to  their  health.    It  mtst  be  ren^embered 
that  for  forty-seven  days  and  nights  these  heroic 
men  had  been  exposed  to  burning  suns,  and 
that  during  all  this  period  they  never  had — ^by 
day  or  night — ^the  slightest  relief.  The  extent  of 
our  works  required  every  available  man  in  the 
trenches,  and  even  then  they  were  in  many 
places  insufficiently  manned.    It  was  not  in  my 
power  to  relieve  any  portion  of  the  Une  for  a 
single  hour.    Confined  to  tiie  narrow  limits  of  a 
trench,  with  their  limbs  cramped  and  swollen, 
without  exercise,  constantly  en)osed  to  a  mur- 
derous fire  of  shot  and  shell,  while  the  enemy's 
unerring  sharpshooters  stood  ready  to  pick  off 
every  one  visible  above   the  parapets,  is  it 
strange  that  the  men  grew  weak  and  attenu- 
ated f   They  had  made  a  most  heroic  defence  ; 
many  had  met  death  with  a  smile  upon  their 
lips ;  all  had  cheerfully  encountered  danger,  and 
aunoat  without  a  murmur  had  borne  privation 
and  hardships  well  calculated  to  test  their  man- 
hood.   They  had  held  the  place  against  an  ^ne- 
my  five  times  their  number,  admirably  clothed 
and  fed,  and  abundantly  supplied  with  all  the 
appliances  of  war.    Whenever  the  foe  had  at- 
tempted an  assault,  they  drove  him  back  dis- 
comfited, covering  the  ground  with  his  killed 
and  wounded,  and  already  had  they  torn  from 
his  grasp  five  stands  of  colors  as  trophies  of 
their  prowess  ^none  of  which  were  allowed  to 
fall  s^ain  into  tneir  hands).    Knowing  the  anx- 
ious desire  of  the  government  to  relieve  Vicks- 
burg,  I  felt  assurea  that,  if  within  the  compass 
of  its  power,  the  siege  would  be  raised ;  but 
when  forty-seven  weary  days  and  nights  had 
passed,  with  the  knowledge  I  then  possessed 
that  no  adequate  relief  was  to  be  expected,  I 
felt  that  I  ought  not  longer  to  place  in  jeopardy 
the  brave  men  whose  lives  had  been  intrusted 
to  my  care.    Hence,  after  the  suggestion  of  the 
alternative  of  cutting  my  way  out,  I  determined 
to  make  terms,  not  because  my   men   were 
starved  out,  not  because  I  could  not  hold  out 
yet  a  little  longer,  but  because  they  were  over- 
powered by  numbers,  worn  down  with  fatigue, 
and  each  day  saw  our  defences  crumbling  beneath 
their  feet  The  question  of  subsistence,  therefore, 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  surrender  of  Vicks- 
biu*g..     With  an  unlimited  supply  of  provis- 
ions, the  garrison  could  not,  for  the  reasons 
ah-eady  given,  have  held  out  much  longer.    My 
previous  dispatches  from  General  Johnston  had 
not  made  me  very  sanguine,  and  his  dispatch  of 
Juno  twenty-second  was  not  calculated  to  ren- 
der me  more  hopefoL    He  said : 


''Genenl  Taylor  is  sant  by  Qen^al  £.  K. 
Smith,  ta  co-operate  with  you  from  the  west 
bank  of  the  river,  to  throw  in  supplies,  and  to 
•cross  over  if  expedient  and  practicable.  I  will 
have  the  means  of  moving  towarda  tlie  enemy 
in  a  day  or  two,  and  will  try  to  make  a  diver- 
sion in  your  favor,  and  if  possible  communicate 
with  you,  though  I  fear  my  force  is  too  small  to 
effect  the  latter."  ♦  *  ♦  *  ♦ 
'*  If  I  can  do  notJiing  to  relieve  you,  rather  than 
surrender  ^  ganrison  endeavor  to  cross  the 
river  at  the  last  moment,  if  you  and  General 
Taylor  can  communicate." 

1  never  received  any  oommunication  from 
Major-General  Taylor  on  the  subject  of  co-op- 
eration, nor  had  I  any  knowledge  of  hia  where- 
abouts, or  of  his  forces,  and  I  heard  no  more 
from  Gieneral  Johnston  until  the  tenth  of  Jul^, 
when  I  received  his  diapatch  of  the  tiiird,  in 
Vicksburg,  from  the  bearer  who  had  been  sev- 
eral days  ooofined  and  a  prisoner  to  the  Federal 
authorities*  Had  I  received  General  Johnston  s 
dispatch  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  June,  in 
which  he  encouraged  the  hope  that  both  Vicks- 
burg and  the  garrison  might  be  saved,  I  would 
have  lived  upon  an  ounce  a  day  and  woold 
have  oontinued  to  meet  the  assaults  of  all 
Grant's  army  rather  than  have  surrendered  the 
city  untU  General  Johnston  had  realized  or  re- 
linquished that  hope ;  but  I  did  not  receive  his 
dispatch  until  the  twentieth  of  August,  in 
Gamesville,  Alabama,nor  had  I  the  most  remote 
idea  that  such  an  opinion  was  entertained  by 
General  Johnston;  he  had  for  weeks  ignored 
its  possibility.  I  had  notified  him  on  the  fif- 
teenth of  June  that  I  had  enough  to  subsist  my 
army  for  yet  twenty  days,  bnt  he  held  out  no 
hope  of  raising  the  siege.  On  the  twenty-fifth 
of  May,  thirty-four  days  previous,  he  had  in- 
formed me  that  on  the  arrival  of  an  expected 
division  from  Bragg's  army,  he  would  ^  move 
to  me."  I  supposed  then,  with  my  co-operation^ 
to  raise  the  siege.  No  subsequent  dispatch 
from  him  sustained  my  understanding  of  his 
communication ;  all,  without  exception,  ot  later 
date,  spoke  only  of  the  possibility  of  extricating 
the  garrison.  His  dispatch  of  July  third,  re- 
ceived by  me  six  days  after  the  capitidation, 
held  out  no  such  hope,  and  I  am  fully  and  en- 
tirely satisfied  that  no  efficient  aid  would  have 
been  given  me  even  to  effect  an  evacuation.  I  do 
not  mean  nor  desire  to  be  understood  as  imply- 
ing that  it  might  have  been  given  me ;  I  only 
express  my  conviction  that  had  I  been  able  to 
hold  the  enemy  at  bay  for  yet  a  month,  I  do  not 
believe,  as  anxious  as  I  was  to  co-operate,  that  I 
would  have  been  relieved  by  any  force  from  the 
outside. 

In  a  dispatch  of  the  sixteenth,  I  think,  for  I 
have  not  uie  copv,  I  suggested  that,  as  (General 
Johnston  deemed  it  impracticable  to  do  mc^rti 
than  by  possibility  to  relieve  the  garrison^  a 
proposition  from  him  for  an  evacuatioa  of  Vicks- 
burg might  be  favorably  entertained  by  Oeoeral 
Grant  In  his  dispatch  of  the  twenty-seventh, 
already  alluded  to,  and  previously  copied,  wJi 
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be  fotmd  his  views  on  that  point  The  dispatch 
of  Jane  twentjHsecond  from  General  Johnston, 
rendered  it  painfdiy  apparent  that  the  mege 
coxdd  not  be  raised  (to  cross  the  Mississippi 
River,  as  snggested,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy's 
p:nnboat8  and  land  batleries,  was  an  impossibil- 
ity), and  nnless  this  was  effected,  tiie  defence 
which  had  been  so  long  and  gaDantiy  main- 
tainedf  ceased  to  be  of  any  praetical  utility. 

Frond  bs  I  was  of  my  brave  troops,  honoring 
them  as  I  did  and  do  for  the  courage,  fortitude 
and  constancy  they  had  so  nobly  displayed,  I 
felt  that  it  would  be  an  act  of  cru^  inhumanity 
to  subject  them  longer  to  iJie  terrible^ ordeal  to 
which,  for  so  many  days  and  nights,*  they  had 
abeady  been  exposed.  Brain  and  sinew  will 
alike  wear  out,  the  bravestmay  be  overpowered 
by  numbers,  and  I  saw  no  advantage  to  t^  gained 
by  protractine  a  hopeless  defence,  which  Iknew 
must  be  attended  with  a  useless  waste  of  life  and 
blood.  I  had  then  to  choose  between  such 
favorable  terms  as  I  might  be  able  to  obtain  and 
an  unconditional  surrender,  or  subject  the  garri- 
son and  the  citisens,  including  hundreds  of 
women  and  children,  to  the  horrors  of  an  assault 
which  I  could  no  longer  hope  to  repeL 

Much  (and,  I  think,  trnmerited)  obloquy  has 
been  cast  upon  me,  by  a  kree  portion  of  flie 
public  press,  for  an  imputed  nulure  to  provide 
adequately  for  the  subsistence  of  the  garrison  of 
Yicksbur^  and  Port  Hudson.  The  government 
and  my  immediate  military  superior,  perhaps 
better  informed  of  facts,  have,  so  fiur  as  I  am 
aware,  refrained  from  censure^  reserving  a  deci- 
sion until  a  full  investigation  shaU  have  deter- 
mined to  what  extent,  if  any,  it  is  deserved. 
Immediately  on  assuming  command  of  the  De- 
partment of  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana,  on 
the  fourteenth  of  October,  1862,  I  gave  my 
earnest  and  unremitting  attention  to  the  reornm- 
ization  of  the  several  staff  departments,  and  to 
the  great  question  of  supplies.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  speak  of  the  great  confusion  and  general  want 
of  system  which  prevailed.  I  found  most  of  the 
district  commanaers  exercising  the  authority 
which  pertained  only  to  the  oepartment  com- 
mander, or  to  a  General  commanding  an  army  in 
the  field ;  each  appeared  in  a  great  measure  to 
be  acting  independently  of  the  other.  To  some 
considerable  extent  this  seemed  necessary,  under 
the  existin'^  circumstances.  Major-General  Van 
Dom  was  in  immediate  command  of  the  army 
at  Holly  Springs,  and  it  naturally  engaged  most  • 
of  his  attention.  General  Bragg,  to  whose 
department  the  geographical  districts,  just 
organized  into  a  separate  department,  had  been 
attached,  was  too  far  removed  to  permit  him  to 
give  his  personal  supervision.  It  resulted  almost 
necessarily  from  this  state  of  things,  that  but 
little  attention  had  been  eiven  to  the  accumula- 
tion of  supplies.  No  depots  of  importance 
existed  witnin  the  limits  of  the  department,  nor 
had  any  measures  been  taken  to  establish  them. 
Much  of  the  season  best  suited  to  the  collection 
of  stores  from  the  Trans-Mississippi  had  gone 
by ;  Hiey  were  undoubtedly  abunoant  there,  but 


my  command  did  not  embrace  that  district  of 
countrv ;  I  had  no  control  over  the  steamboats 
in  Red  River.  It  was  one  thing  to  purchase 
suppUes,  but  another  to  transport  thoHi.  Most 
of  me  boats  were  engaged  in  carrying  sugar, 
molasses  and  salt,  either  for  private  parties,  or 
for  the  government  There  was  great  opposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  owaers  at  every  attempt  to 
divert  them  from  these  purposes.  The  govern- 
ment was  appealed  to  against  what  was  styled, 
the  violation  of  the  rights  of  citizens,  by  tiie 
militan  authorities.  It  required  time  to  ascer- 
tain w&t  was  needed  to  be  done,  and  time  to 
acquire  the  means  of  its  accomplishment  On 
the  twenty-fifth  of  October,  the  necessary  orders 
were  issued  to  procure  and  tn^sport  supplies 
from  the  parishes  of  Point  Goupe6,  Concordia, 
and  Tensas.  Major  Oaney,  then  chief  com- 
mander, was  directed  to  oonfer  with  lieutenant- 
Colonel  Broadwell,  sgent  of  the  commanding 
General,  then  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment ;  but  to  make  arrangements  for  supplying 
the  department  without  relying  upon  him. 
Major  Dillon,  Commissary  for  the  army,  with 
Major-General  Van  Dom,  was  directed  to  use 
every  effort  to  subsist  it  from  the  northern  and 
north-western  counties.  For  several  months 
alter  I  entered  upon  duty  in  the  department, 
there  was  not  water  enough  to  admit  of  the 
passage  into  the  Mississippi  of  the  larger  boats 
which  had  been  run  up  tne  Yazoo  or  Bed  River 
for  safety.  As  early  as  the  latter  part  of  Octo- 
ber, I  authorized  the  opening  of  the  raft  in  tiie 
Yazoo,  that  the  smaller  boats  might  pass  out 
Notwithstanding  the  violent  opposition  of  pri- 
vate parties,  very  many  of  these  were  imme- 
diately taken  either  into  the  permanent  employ 
of  the  government^  or  chartered  as  supplies 
could  be  obtained.  The  transportation  of  sugar 
and  molsases  owned  by  the  government  and  by 
speculators  interfered  materially  with  the  rapid 
accumulation  of  other  supplies.  When,  how- 
ever, about  the  eighteenth  of  January,  the  larger 
boats  were  able  to  enter  the  Mississippi,  a 
sufficient  number  was  at  once  put  into  requisi- 
tion for  government  transportation,  and  a  large 
amount  of  com  and  bacon  was  thrown  into 
Vicksburg  and  Fort  Hudson  from  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department  I  regret,  however,  to 
say  that,  from  want  of  proper  care  and  energy 
upon  the  part  of  those  responsible  for  its  safe 
keeping,  a  large  quantity  of  com  which  had 
been  landed  on  tlie  shore  was  removed  so 
slowly,  and  so  little  precauti<m  taken  to  secure 
it  from  the  effects  of  the  heavy  rains  of  the  sea- 
son, that  much  was  destroyed  by  that  cause, 
and  much  was  carried  off  by  the  rapid  rise  of  the 
river.  It  happened  that  just  at  this  time,  about 
the  tenth  of  January,  I  made  an  official  visit  to 
Port  Hudson,  and  was  myself  a  witness  of  the 
consequence  of  this  neglect  at  that  pokit  On 
tiie  fourteenth  of  January,  I  addressed  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  LieatenantOilonel  Broadwell, 
agent  of  the  Commissary-General,  and  also  for 
my  department^  under  my  immediate  instruc- 
tions: 
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<*  Porohase  bacon  for  this  department ;  if  p 
Bible,  buy  several  million  pounds ;  also  send,  if 
you  can,  a  few  Uiousand  live  hogs  to  Port  Hudson 
and  y  icksbure.  If  the  present  navigation  siionld 
be  interrupted,  try  to  get  the  hogs  aoross  the 
river,  so  that  they  can  be  driven  to  the  interior 
of  the  State,  and  rendered  available  for  the  use 
of  the  troops.  If  nothing  better  ean  be  done, 
you  will  contract  with  energetic  men  to  get  from 
Texas  two  or  three  hunoured  wagons  loaded 
with  bacoQi  the  meat  to  be  paid  for  oy  the  Chief 
of  Subsistence  of  this  d^MLrtment,  the  transpor- 
tation to  be  settled  by  the  Qusrtermasw,  and 
the  wagons  and  teams  to  be  taken  by  the  gov- 
ernment at  a  &ir  valuation.  You  had  better  at- 
tend to  salt  first^bacon  next,  and  to  sugas  after- 
wards. You  are  properly  accredited  to  com- 
manding Generals  elsewhere,  who  are  reouested 
to  assist  you  in  accomplishing  my  wishes,  as 
herein  indicated.  I  was  extremely  desirous  at 
this  time  to  procure  a  sufficient  supply  of  salt, 
to  enable  me  to  cure  bacon,  and  with  that  pur- 
pose, an  order  was  issued  prohibiting  die  ex- 
portation of  hogs  from  the  department  The 
difficulty  in  obtaining  salt  in  sufficient  quanti- 
ty at  the  proper  season,  prevented  the  success 
of  this  plan  to^iny  great  extent  Though  ex- 
tremely anxious  at  this  time  to  purchase  all  ^e 
meat  possible,  I  did  not  think  it  advisable  to 
make  large  purchases  of  com  from  the  Tran»- 
Mississippi,  for  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  and 
Lieutenant^lonel  Broadwell  was  so  notified.  It 
has  already  been  shown  that  the  laree  amount 
at  Rort  Hudson  had  not  been  properqr  secured, 
and  more  was  still  being  dehvered.  The 
enemy's  attempt  on  Vicksburff,  via  Chickasaw 
Bayou,  had  just  signally  failed,  and  his  troops 
been  withdrawn  and  re-embarked.  Before  the 
first  of  JanuaiT  supplies  from  Deer  Creek  and 
Sunflower,  could  not  be  brought  down  owing 
to  the  low  staee  of  the  water,  and  when  the  rise 
of  the  river  admitted  their  bein^  landed  at  ^  Sny- 
der's Mills,'*  the  character  of  me  soil,  and  tbe 
roads  over  which  wagons  must  pass,  was  such 
as  to  render  transportation  almost  utterly  im- 

Eraoticable.  I  had,  however,  appropriated  one 
undred  wagons  for  that  spedsd  purpose.  In  a 
communication  dated  February  twenty-sixth. 
General  Stevenson  says :  "  During  wet  weather 
we  cannot  use  the  dirt  road  from  Haines'  BhaS 
to  this  point  (Vicksbure).  The  passage  of  our 
train  of  over  one  hundred  wagons  would  ren- 
der it  impassable  in  one  day ;  besides,  not  be- 
ing able  to  haul  more  than  a  quarter  load,  it 
would  prevent  its  being  kept  in  good  order.  To 
relieve  it  at  such  times,  grain  should  be  obtained 
by  railroad,  but  it,  as  now  managed,  cannot  be 
relied  on."  There  was  an  abundance  of  com  in 
the  department,  but  in  very  many  instances 
planters  refused  to  sell,  except  for  cash  pav- 
ments.  And  the  great  delav  in  forwarding  fonds 
embarrassed  me  accordingly.  On  the  twentietii 
of  January  I  telegraphed  as  follows  to  the  Hon- 
orable Secretary  of  War:  ** Unless  funds  are 
sent  immediately  to  Major  Thomae  Johnston, 
Chief  C.  S.  of  Department,  the  army  cannot  be  sup- 


ported;  estimates  have  been  forwarded.   Please 
nave  money  sent  at  onoA."    During  this  time 
stores  were  being  rapidly  eollected  at  various 
dfl^tSy  but  the  dtmcutty  d  transportation,  owing 
to'  the  wretched  condition  of  the  &  R.  IL,  the 
obstacles  that  were  beii^  continually  thrown  in 
the  way  by  the  railroad  authoritiesyand  the  cJamor 
made  at  any  attempt  <^'mine  to  make  private 
interests  subservient  to  |;ovemment  necessities, 
had  the  effect  of  prevent!!^  effectoally  the  npid 
accumulation  of  supplies.    Positive  prohibitioii 
had  been- issued  by  me  War  Department  against 
the  interferenoe  of  commanding  Qenerals,  or 
other  offioers,  with  railroad  tananapovtation.    Im- 
mediately %n  the  reception  of  this  prohibition  I 
telegraphed  the  A.  and  I.  General,  Richmond : 
'*  If  I  cannot  control  the  railroads  in  this  depart- 
ment, the  bssiness  of  the  department,  and  the 
subsistence  of  the  troops,  wiU  faiL    I  b^  that 
Colonel  Wadley  may  be  sent  here  at  once.**    Ar- 
rangements had  been  made,  as  already  stated,  as 
fully  as  the  means  at  my  disposal  would  admit, 
to  transfer  supplies  from  Snyder *s  Mills  to  Yicks- 
burg,  and  the  Chief  of  8abai6tei}oe  was  posi- 
tively ordered  to  keep  constantly  on  hand  a  sup- 
ply of  not  less  than  sixty  days.    Similar  instruct 
tions  were  g^vea  to  the  Chief  Quarteimastnr  of 
the  department    Everv   possible   effort   vras 
made  to  cairy  out  my  orders.  If  I  tailed  in  the  fall 
aocomplishment  of  my  wishes,  it  wasfrom  circnnk- 
stances  utterly  beyond  my  controL    It  moat  be 
remembered  that  almost  oontinuous  movements 
of  troops  and  ordnance  were  necessary  in  con- 
sequence of  the  .persistent  efforts  of  the  enemy 
from  about  the  middle  of  December  to  the  date 
of  the  investment  of  Vicksbmg.    About  the  fif- 
teenth of  February,  the  enemy  beffan  his  move- 
ment through  the  Tazoo  Pass.    Sone  but  our 
smallest  boats  could  be  employed  in  the  upper 
waters.    From  this  date  until  the  enemy  aban- 
doned his  designs  not  only  by  the  Pass   and 
TaUahatcbie,  but  also  by  the  Simfiower    and 
Deer  Creek,  the  boats  which  were  employed  in 
bringing  down  supplies  from  those  small  streams 
were  frequently  and  necessarily  diverted  to  the 
transportation  of  troops  and  munitions  of  war. 
Btf  ly  in  February  the  enemy  also  succeeded  in 
passing  two  of  his  gunboats  bv  our  batteries 
at  Vicksburg ;  this  at  cmce  rendered  the  navi« 
gation  of  the  Mississippi  and  Red  Rivers  dan- 
gerous, and  from  that  time  forth  it  was  only  by 
watching  opportunitieB,  i^d  at  great  risk  of 
capture,  that  supplies  could  be  thrown  into  Port 
Hudson  and    Yicksbuis;   nevertheless,  large 
amounts  were  sucoessfuSjr  introduced  into  both 
plsces,  into  tiie  latter  via  Black  River ;  Port 
Hudson,  however,  received  much  the  Wg^ 
portion,  being  easier  of  access.    In  addition  to 
efforts  made  oy  agents  under  my  own  instruc- 
tions to  supply  Port  Hudson,  the  Chief  of  Sub- 
sistence of  the  department  was  ordered  on  the 
eighteentii  of  February,  to  furnish  Major^veneral 
Garner's  command  with  ample  funds  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  service.    About  the  middle 
of  the  same  month,  believing  it  liighly  probable 
that  not  only  the  subsistence  of  my  own  army^ 
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but  alBo  Hiftt  of  General  Rngglee  nrfglit  be  de- 
pendent mpon  the  suppliee  of  the  ooQntiT  intcr- 
eected  by  the  MisstoBippi  imd  Ohio  Rauroed,  I 
juned  peeitive  orders  that  neither  grain  nor 
meat  snonld  be  allowed  to  leave  the  dOTartment 
by  that  read.  The  condition  of  the  Southern 
Railroad  daily  growing  worse  in  oonseqaeoce 
of  the  heavy  rains  and  its  light  stniotore,  every 
effort  was  made  on  my  part  to  aid  tiie  managWB 
in  its  speedy  and  efiednal  re^^air.  A  oommiDnio 
cation  urging  its  importance  in  a  military  point 
of  view,  was  addressed  to  his  BxoeHenoy  the 
Governor  of  the  State  on  the  twentieth  of  Feb- 
ruary, asking  his  assistance  by  the  impressment 
of  negroes  to  labor  on  it,  &e  Vice-President 
having  informed  me  that  planters  would  not 
hire  their  hands.  On  the  twenty^ighth  of  Feb- 
mary  and  second  of  March  instmetions  were 
again  sent  to  LientenantOolonel  Breadwell  to 
porchase  all  the  meat  possible  at  the  price  sng- 
gested  by  lum,  and  notified  also  that  beef  oonld 
be  crossed  safely,  and  to  send  forward  all  he 
could  control.  March  first,  Brieadier-Qeneral 
Ruggles  was  direeted  by  telegraph  as  frrflows : 
''You  must  ^ve  every  possible  assistance  in 
procuring  witiiin  your  district  all  the  com, 
beeves,  and  bacon,  and  salted  pork,  that  can  be 
had,  and  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  for 
army  at  Vioksburg.  Purchase  from  planters  at 
the  lowest  prices  you  can,  and  impress  all  in 
hands  of  speculators  at  same  rates."  About  the 
same  time  Major-General  Taylor,  commanding 
West  Louisiana  was  respectfidlv  urged  to  have 
all  the  beeves,  bacon,  and  salted  pork,  forward- 
ed, and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  add  ttiat  I 
am  greatly  indebted  to  his  active  exertiotts,  as 
well  as  to  Lieutenant^ionel  Broadwell,  for  large 
supplies  of  com  and  meat  On  the  twenly-third 
of  March  the  following  letter  was  received  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Broadwell : 
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Li.,  ITth  Mw6h,18aa, 

'  "  Gbiteral  :  Four  steamboats  arrived  here  to- 
day from  Shreveport  and  JTefferson,  loaded  chiefly 
with  com.  One  of  them  had  three  hundred 
thousand  pounds  of  bacon;  three  others — ^the 
Charm,  Texas,  and  Frolic — are  reported  coning 
down  with  loads ;  five  others — ^the  Falls  City,  Lou- 
iinriUe,  Starlight,  General  Hodges,  and  Ninahnis 
— are  below  here,  with  full  cargoes,  designed 
for  Port  Hudson ;  but  the  Federal  gunboats  are 
reported  blocking  the  mouth  of  this  river.  Great 
Godl  how  unfortunate.  We  must  try  to  get 
cattle  to  Bowman's  Landing,  fifteen  miles  back 
of  Waterproof,  and,  if  possible,  swim  them  at 
the  latter  point ;  but  the  cattle  here  are  thin, 
and  may  be  unfit  for  beef,  when  they  arrive  on 
the  other  side  ;  in  fact,  it  is  doubtful  whether 
many  of  them  will  ever  fet  through  the  swamps 
and  bayous  through  which  tuey  are  required  to 
pass  on  this  side.  As  the  water  declines,  I  think 
that  catde,in  large  quantity,  can  be  crossed  over 
by  swimming ;  butL  at  present,  the  prospect  of 
your  ^ettine  supplies  from  this  side  is  gloomy 
enough.    With  the  hope,  Gleneral,  that  the  su- 


pervision of  steamboat  navigation  may  embarrass 
you  less  than  at  present, 

**  Very  respectfully,  Ac, 
''(Signed)  W.  A.  Bsoadwsll." 

On  the  day  of  its  receipt,  the  above  letter 
was  referred  to  Major  Thomas  Johnston,  Chief 
of  Subsisteoee,  for  his  information,  and  was  re- 
toned  with  the  foUowipg  indorsement; 

"  Respectfully  returned.  The  fc^owing  boats 
have  snived  out  of  Red  River,  and  have  dis- 
chargea  their  cargoes  at  Port  Hudson : 

"  Frolic,  com,  to  A.  Q.  M  ; 

"  Louis  d'Or,  com,  to  A.  Q.  M. ; 

'*  Trent,  corn,  to  A.  C.  8. ; 

**  Drover,  com,  to  A.  C.  S. ; 

''Red  Chief,  com.  to  A.  C.  8.  j 

"  Starlight,  com,  to  A.  C.  S. ; 

"  Indian,  com,  to  A.  C.  S. ; 

"  T.  D.  nine,  bacon,  hogs,  and  beef,  to  A.  C.  S. 

"  The  steamer  General  Hodges  spoken  of,  dis- 
charged her  cargo  at  Alexandria.  The  Louis- 
ville had  twenty  thousand  bushels  of  com.  The 
Falls  City  tumed  over  aU  her  cargo  except  three 
hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  molasses  to  steamer 
T.  t),  Hine.  Lieutenant  Cammack  left  Alexan- 
dria on  the  eighteenth  inst,  one  day  later  than 
the  communication  for  Colonel  Broadwell. 

"(Signed)  Thos.  Johnston, 

"Uejor  and  Chief  of  Sabaistence." 

Evidence  of  a  similar  character,  all  showing 
the  constant  and  earnest  efforts  made  by  myseu 
and  officers  to  secure  an  ample  store  of  subsist- 
ence for  Vioksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  could  be 
adduced  to  an  indefinite  extent ;  but  to  give  the 
whole,  would  swell  this  report  to  a  huge  vol- 
ume. I  oentent  myself,  therefore,  wiUi  throwing 
a  number  of  letters,  orders,  telegiams,  &c.,  on 
this  subject,  into  an  appendix.  In  the  month  of 
March  I  was  in  receipt  of  a  number  of  letters 
from  respectable  citizens,  containing  suggestions 
that  were  frequ^tly  valuable;  but,  unfortnu- 
atelv,  they  were  such  that  should  have  been 
made  months  before,  and  some  of  them  at  a 
tame  when  I  was  not  in  the  department  But 
these  suggestions,  whether  timely  and  valuable 
in  themselves  or  not,  were  rendered  worthless 
to  me  by  reason  of  the  then  active  military  op- 
erations on  the  Yazoo  River  and  its  tributaries, 
which  were  constantly  diverting  all  my  boats 
from  tiie  important  duty  of  transporting  supplies 
to  the  indispensable  service  of  transporting 
troops  and  munitions  of  war.  This  was  also  the 
case  in  many  instances  where  provisions  were 
ofiered  me  by  citizens.  I  was  offered  supplies 
of  com  and  meat,  but  at  a  time  when,  from  ttie 
proximity  of  the  enemy  and  other  causes,  it  was 
utterly  impracticable  for  me  to  make  them  avail- 
able. In  this  connection,  I  cannot  forbear  say- 
ing that,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  where  subsist- 
ence was  oflEered  me,  the  offer  carried 'with  it 
a  demand  for  transportation  which  it  was  en- 
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iaxfAy  <mt  of  my  power  to  f imush.  To  have 
made  purchases  under  sach  oircttmstances  would 
have  heen  simply  ridiculous.  A  cargo  of  bacon 
which  had  been  run  up  Choctaw  Ba^rou  on  the 
eighteenth  of  April,  to  avoid  the  enemy's  gun- 
boats on  [led  River,  was,  by  the  energetic  exer- 
tions of  Mr.  Howell  Hinds,  of  Jefferson  county. 
Miss.,  successfully  transported  across  the  river 
to  Port  Gibson.  I  was  extremely  anxious  to  get 
this  meat  to  Port  Hudson,  but  the  difficulties  of 
transportation  prevented,  and  before  it  could  be 
removed  by  General  Bowen  to  a  point  of  safety, 
it  became  necessary  to  destroy  much  of  it^  to 
prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
In  this  connection,  I  again  refer  to  the  &ct  that 
when  I  was  compdled  to  abandon  Snyder's  Mills, 
there  was  at  least  thirty  thousand  bushels  of 
com  at  that  place.  I  mention  this  to  show  that 
there  was  no  deficiency  of  com  in  the  depart- 
ment, but  that  the  great,  and,  indeed,  insupera- 
ble obstacle,  was  the  want  of  transportation  by 
dirt  road,  and  the  almost  constant  and  daily  in- 
terruption of  railroad  communication  on  the 
Southern  road,  which  was  the  only  means  of 
transportation  of  subsistence  to  Vicksburg.  I 
think  I  have  now  .shown  conclusively  that  I 
spared  no  exertion  to  have  Vicksburg  and  Port 
Hudson  abnndanthr  provisioned,  and  ihat  when- 
ever the  supply  ^11  short  of  the  demand  or  of 
my  expectations,  it  was  caused  by  circumstances 
wholly  beyond  my  controL  In  this  connection 
I  may  add,  that  I  had,  at  the  time  of  the  surren- 
der of  Vicksburg,  about  forty  thousand  pounds 
of  pork,  and  bacon,  which  had  been  reserved 
for  the  subsiBtence  of  my  troops  in  the  event  of 
attempting  to  cut  my  wav  out  of  the  city ;  also, 
fifty-one  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-one 
pounds  of  rice ;  five  thousand  bushels  of  peas ; 
ninety-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  tnirty- 
four  pounds  of  sugar ;  three  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  pounds  of  soap ;  five  himdred 
and  twenty-seven  pounds  of  tallow  candles; 
twenty-seven  pounos  of  star  candles,  and  four 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  pounds  of 
salt 

Much  unnecessary  clamor  *has  been  raised 
about  the  want  of  ammunition  in  Vicksburg.  I 
have  ahready  shown  that  my  supply  of  ammuni- 
tion was  large,  and  the  principal,  indeed  the 
only,  deficiency  was  in  musket-caps.  The  ap- 
pendix devoted  to  the  subject  of  ordnance  w&l 
demonstrate  that  I  am  not  responsible  for  that 
deficiency,  whatever  its  extent  may  have  been.  I 
therefore  beg  special  attention  to  my  telegrams 
to  Colonel  Gorgas,  of  the  Ordnance  Departoient, 
for  ordnance  and  ammunition,  commenced  as 
early  as  November,  within  three  weeks  after  I 
assumed  command  of  the  department,  and  they 
were  continued  persistently  up  to  almost  the 
last  hour  of  uninterrupted  communication  with 
Richmond.  I  believe  that  the  Chief  of  Ord- 
nance furnished  me  with  everything  in  his 
power.  I  only  desire  that  I  may  not  be  held 
respon^ble  for  what  the  government  could  not 
furnish. 

I  am  unable,  as  yet,  to  give  full  reporte  of  the 


at  Baker's  Croek,  Big  Bbck,  and  dar- 
ing the  siege  of  Vick8bui|g.  lliey  will  be  for- 
warded as  soon  as  division  commanders  shall 
have  tendered  them  complete.  The  same  with 
reference  to  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores. 
Very  many  officers  and  soldiers  hanre  diertin- 
gttidied  themselves  by  particular  acts  of  gal- 
nntry,  or  have  rendered  themselves  oonspico- 
oos  by  untiring  exertions  and  devotion  to  doty. 
So  many,  indeed,  as  to  predode  the  possibili^ 
of  my  referring  to  aacn  in  the  body  of  this 
report;  attention  is  therefore  respectfully  in- 
vited to  the  appendix,  and  to  the  reports  of 
division,  brigaae,  and  other  oommandeas. 

I  eanndt  close,  however,  without  expressing 
my  eq;>eotal  thanks  to  Major-Generals  G.  & 
Stevenson,  J.  H.  Forney,  and  M.  L.  Smith,  and  to 
Brigadier-Glenerals  Barton,  Cummings,  Lee,  and 
Colonel  A.  W.  Reynolds,  of  (General  Stevenson's 
division.  To  Major-General  Fom^s  brigade 
commanders,  Brigadier-Generals  Hebdrt  and 
Moose  ;  to  Major-General  M.  L.  Smith's  br^ade 
commanders,  Brigadier-Generals  Shoupe,  Bald- 
win, and  Vaughn ;  to  Colonels  Gates,  Dookery, 
and  CockrQU,  of  Bowen's  division,  and  to  Col- 
onel Higgins,  commanding  the  river  batteries, 
and  to  Colonel  Waul,  commanding  Texas  Legion. 
If  the  most  unremifetLng  attention  to  the  ardu- 
ous duties  of  their  position,  entitle  officers  to 
commendation  and  respect,  they  have  each  and 
all  won  it  during  the  protracted  and  tnring 
siege.  To  MaJor-Greneral  C.  S.  Stevenson  I  am 
particularly  indebted  for  much  and  valuable  aid 
m  many  ways  during  the  siege ;  to  his  imme- 
diate supervision  was  principally  intrusted  the 
subsistence  of  the  troops. 

To  the  officers  of  my  staff  I  return  my  sinoere 
thanks  for  the  cheerful  and  zealous  manner  in 
which  they  have  discharged  all  their  duties. 
Colonel  Thomas  H.  Taylor,  who  accompanied 
me  on  the  field  at  Baker's  Creek,  and  who,  dur- 
ing the  siege,  was  assigned  tp  duty  an  L^Lspeo- 
tor-Gtoneral  and  Commandant  of  ue  Post,  in 
both  capacities  rendered  most  valuable  service. 
Major  Jacob  Thomson,  Inspector-General  of  the 
department)  also  accompanied  me  on  the  field 
on  that  ocoa8ion,'as  on  all  others,  whether  in  the 
office  or  in  the  active  performance  of  the  duties 
of  his  department,  has  ever  shown  himself  zealoqs 
and  competent  Major  Thompson,  imnMidiately 
after  the  retreat  into  Vicksburg,  was,  in  com- 
pany with  Major  Sprague,  dispatehed  to  com- 
municate in  person  with  General  Johnstos. 
Major  R.  W.  Memmin^er,  A.  A.  G.,  and  Chief  of 
Staff;  and  M&jor  W.  K  McArdle,  A.  A.  G^  have 
for  many  months  been  in  the  constant  pcurfonii- 
ance  of  their  arduous  and  responsible  'duties 
pertaining  to  the  Adjutant^eneral's  depaztmeut 
It  is  little  to  say,  that  on  these  officers,  assisted 
by  Second  Lieutenant  F.  M.  Stafford,  C.  S.  A., 
and  A.  A.  A.  G.,  has  devolved  a  labor  and  an 
amount  of  business  scarcelv  equalled  in  any  other 
military  department  of  the  Confederacy ;  d^ 
and  night  they  have  devoted  themselves  to  the 
pubUc  service,  and  I  specialty  commend  them 
and  Major  J.  Thompson  to  the  ^vorable  coosid- 
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oration  <^  llie  goyermnent     No  officer  in  the 
department  has  been  more  constantly  and  ac- 
tively engaged  than   Major   Samnel   Lockett, 
Cblef  Engineer,  for  his  professional  skill  and 
esoellentmdgment,  -wherever  occasion  required 
it,  firom  (jfreiuuia  to  Port  Hudson ;  daring  the 
siege  of  Yicksbnrg,  none  exposed  themselves 
more  fearlessly  to  danger  than  he  and  his  gal- 
lant assistants,  Captains  Powhattan  Robinson. 
James  Cooper,  J.  J.  Conway,  D.  Winter,  ana 
James  Hagan,  and  Lieutenants  £.  W.  McMahon, 
W.  0.  Flynn,  Geo.  Donnelan,   W.  A.  Qloster, 
Sontiiard,  Blessing,  and  Mr.  Ginder.    It  gives 
me  pleoaure  to  name  them,  and  to  ask  a  recog- 
nition of  tiieir  merits.    I  consider  'myself  to 
have  been  particularly  fortunate  in  the  selection 
of  Chief  Quartermaster  of  the  Dejpartment  of 
Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana.   Major  L.  Mims 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  that  office  mmiediately 
on  my  assuming  command,  and  has  proved  him- 
self eminentiy  qualified  for  the  position;  his 
energy  and  capacity  I  have  rarely  seen  equalled. 
I  believe  that  no  man  could  have  done  more 
with  the  means  at  his  disposal.    Major  Mims 
was  greatiy  aided  by  that  most  excellent  and 
efficient  officer,  Major  Qeo,  Whitfield,  Quarter- 
maater,  in  charge  of  the  transportation  depart- 
ment   Major  Johnston,  Chief  of  Subsistence, 
has  been  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  ^ovide  for 
so  large  a  command ;  he  had  great  difficulties  to 
contend  with,  and  generally  obm  met  them  suo- 
cesefnUy.     I  am  also  greatiy  indebted  to  my 
Chief  Paymaster,  Major  A.  B.  Cooke,  for  the 
ability  and  energy  he  has  displayed  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  business  of  his  office.    To  Major 
6.  L.  Gillespie,  Chief  Commissary  of  (General 
Stevenson's  division,  and  acting  Chief  Gommis- 
sary  of  the  army  during  the  siege,  I  owe  my 
thanks ;  much  is  due  to  his  energy  and  good 
judgment    Also  to  Major  Orme,  General  Stev- 
enson's Chief  Quartermaster.    Surgeon  Bryan, 
Medical  Director  of  the  Army  of  Yicksbuie,  ac- 
companied me  on  the  field,  and  performed  aU  his 
duties  there  and  during  the  siege  to  my  entire 
satisfaction.     Captain  Bryce,  Ordnance  Store- 
keeper, displayed  great  ability  and  devotion 
to  duty  during  the  siege.    He  was  everywhere 
he  should  have  been,  and  was  emphatically  the 
right  man  in  the  right  place.   Colonel  C.  A.  Ful- 
ler, Inspector  of  ^avy  Artillery,  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel J.  S.  Saunders,  P.  A.,  Chief  of  Artil- 
lery of  the  department,  performed  their  respec- 
tive duties  satisfactorily,  and  Colonel  Saunders 
accompanied  me  on  the  field,  where  he  rendered 
me  valuable  service.    Colonel  W.  T.  Withers, 
Oiief  of  Field  Artillery  with  the  army,  was  ac- 
tive iCnd  attentive  to  his  duties,  and  prompt  in 
the  execution  of  orders.     In  addition  to  his 
duties  as  Chief  of  Artillery,  Colonel  Withers 
continued  in  command  of  his  regiment ;  he  also 
accompanied  me  on  the  field.  Captain  C.  McRae 
Solph,  A.  A.  G.,  on  duty  with  Colonel  T.  H.  Tay- 
lor, was  of  great  assistance  to  that  exoeUent 
officer,  more  particularly  durine  the  siege ;  he 
also  accompanied  me  on  the  field,  and  was  con- 
Btantiy  engaged  in  tiie  transmission  of  orders. 


To  my  personal  staff,  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Morrison, 
A.  D.  C. ;  Lieutenant  J.  C.  Taylor,  A.  D.  C,  aud 
Lieutenant  H.  C.  Tupper,  Twenty-fourth  regi- 
ment Mississippi  volunteers,  A;  D.  C,  I  am 
greatiy  indebted,  not  only  for  service  in  the 
field,  but  for  much  laborious  duty  in  the  office, 
and  I  commend  them  to  tiie  favorable  consider- 
ation of  the  government  Captain  L.  M.  Mont- 
gome^,  being  unable  to  reach  tiie  Trans-Missis- 
sippi'Deportment  to  which  he  had  been  assign- 
ea,  tendered  his  services  as  volunteer  A.  D.  C. 
I  found  him  an  energetic  and  gallant  o&cer,  and 
a  most  vahiable  assistant  To  him,  and  MaJor 
Sturges  Sprague,  volunteer  A.  D.  C,  who  also 
accompanied  me  on  the  field,  and  was  constant- 
ly engaged  in  the  transmission  of  orders,  I  ten- 
der my  sincere  thanks.  Also  to  Captain  James 
Cooper,  Fourteenth  Mississippi,  who  served  me 
as  voluntas  A.  D.  C.  on  me  occasion  of  the 
battie  of  Baker's  Creek.  Captain  Barclay  and 
Lieutenant  Wilkinson,  of  Bowen*s  division,  with 
fifty  brave  fellows  of  that  command,  are  entitied 
to  special  mention  for  their  gallant  conduct  on 
the  night  of  the  thirtieth  of  May,  in  burning 
the  sunken  gunboat  Cincinnati,  which  they  ac- 
complished as  £eu:  as  practicable. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  General, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Pbmbeston, 

Lieutoiuuii*GezieraL 

OENEBiAL  JOSEPH  E.  JOHNSTONS  REPORT. 

HlBlteAll,  MimUMKfl,  \ 

MoTemberl,1868.J' 

General  S.  CfoopeTf  Ad^vtani  and  Inapedor-Qer^ 
end: 

Sir  :  The  following  report  of  my  operations 
in  tiie  Department  or  Mississippi  and  East  Lou- 
isiana, is  respectfully  offered  as  a  substitute  for 
the  imperfect  one  forwarded  by  me  from  Jack- 
son on  May  twenty-seventh,  1863 : 

While  on  my  way  to  Mississippi,  where  I 
thought  my  presence  had  become  necessary,  I 
received,  in  Mobile,  on  March  twelfth,  the  fol- 
lowing telegran^  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
dated  March  ninth :  ^  Order  General  Bragg  to 
report  to  the  War  Department  for  conference. 
Assume  yourself  direct  charge  of  the  Army  of 
Middle  Tennessee."  In  obedieDce  to  this  order 
I  at  once  proceeded  to  TuUahoraa.  On  my  arri- 
val I  informed  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  a  tele- 
gram, of  March  nineteentii,  tiiat  Gkneial  Bragg 
could  not  then  be  sent  to  Richmond,  as  he  had 
ordered,  on  accoimt  of  the  critical  condition  of 
his  family. 

On  the  tenth  of  April  I  repeated  this  to  the 
President,  and  added,  **  being  unwell  then,  I  af- 
terwards became  sick,  and  am  not  now  able  to 
serve  in  the  field.  General  Bragg  is.  therefore, 
necessary  here."  On  the  twenty-etgnth  my  un- 
fitness for  service  in  the  field  was  reported  to 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

On  the  ninth  of  May  I  received,  at  TuUahoma, 
the  following  dispatch,  of  the  same  date,  from 
the  Secretary  of  War :  '*  Proceed  at  once  to 
Mississippi   and   take  chief  command  of  the 
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foroes  thero— giving  to  those  in  the  field,  as  fiur 
as  practicable,  the  enconragemaDt  and  benefit 
of  your  personal  direction." 

It  is  thus  seen  that  neither  my  orders  nor  my 
health  permitted  me  to  yisit  the  Mississippi 
after  the  twelfth  of  March  nntil  the  time  when 
I  took  direct  charge  of  that  department 

From  the  time  of  my  anival  at  ToUahoma  un- 
til the  fourteenth  of  April,  General  Pemberton's 
reports,  all  by  tel^;Taph,  indicated  that  the  ef- 
forts of  the  enemy  wooki  be  against  Greneral 
Bragg  rather  than  himself,  and  looked  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  his  attempt  on  Yicksburg.  In 
that  of  April  thirteenth,  ne  says :  "  I  am  satis- 
fied Bosecrans  will  be  reinforced  from  Grant's 
army,    ^all  I  order  troops  to  TuUahoma  ?" 

6n  the  seventeenth  of  April  General  Pem^ 
berton  telegraphed  the  retom  of  Grant  and  the 
^  resumption  oi   the   operations  against  Yicks- 
bnrg. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  April  he  telegraphed : 
**  The  enemy  is  at  Hard  Times,  in  large  force, 
with  barges  and  transports,  indicating  a  pm-pose 
to  attack  Grand  Gulf  with  a  view  to  Y  icksburg." 
He  also  reported  ^  heavy  firing  at  Grand  QwL 
The  enemy  is  shelling  our  batteries,  both  above 
and  below." 

On  the  first  of  May  he  telegraphed :  ^  A  fu- 
rious battle  has  t>een  going  on  since  daylight, 
just  below  Port  Hudson.  ♦  ♦  ♦  The  enemy 
can  cross  all  his  army  from  Hard  Times  to 
Bruinsburff.  I  should  have  large  reinforce- 
ments. The  enemy's  movements  tnreaten  Jack- 
son, and,  if  successful,  will  cut  off  Yicksburg 
and  Port  Hudson.''  I  at  once  ur^ed  him  to  con- 
centrate, and  to  attack  Grant  immediately  on 
his  landing ;  on  the  next  day  I  sent  the  following 
dispatch  to  him :  **  If  Grant  crosses  unite  a& 
your  troops  to  beat  him ;  success  will  give  back 
what  was  abandoned  to  win  it" 

I  telegraphed  to  you  on  the  first :  "  General 
Pemberton  calls  for  laree  reinforcements.  They 
caimot  be  sent  from  nere  without  giving  up 
Tennessee.  Can  one  or  two  brigades  be  sent 
from  the  east?" 

On  the  seventh  I  again  asked  for  reinforce- 
ments for  Mississippi. 

I  received  no  further  report  of  the  battle  of 
Port  Gibson,  and  on  the  fifth  I  asked  General 
Pemberton :  **  What  is  the  result,  and  where  is 
Grant's  army?"  I  received  no  answer  and 
gained  no  additional  information  in  relation  to 
cither  subject  until  I  reached  the  Department  of 
the  Mississippi,  in  obedience  to  my  orders  of 
May  nintii. 

There,  on  May  thirteenth,  I  received  a  dis- 
piatch  from  General  Pemberton,  dated  Yicks- 
burg, May  twelfth,  asking  for  reinforcements,  as 
the  enemy,  in  large  force,  was  moving  from  the 
Mississippi,  south  of  the  Big  Black,  apparentiy 
toward  Edwards'  D^pot,  "which  will  be  t^e 
battle  field  if  I  can  forward  sufficient  force, 
leaving  troops  enough  to  secure  the  safety  of 
this  place." 

Before  my  arrival  at  Jackson,  Grant  had  beat- 
en General  Bowen  at  Port  Gibson ;  made  good 


the  landing  of  his  army— oocnpied  Gnnd  Golf, 
and  was  marching  upon  the  Jackson  and  Yick^^ 
burg  Railroad. 

On  reaching  Jaokson,  on  the  nieht  of  the  thir- 
teenth of  May,  I  found  there  tne  brieadea  of 
Gregg  and  Walker,  reported  at  six  hondred.  I 
learned  from  General  Gregg  that  Maxoey's  bri- 
gade was  expected  to  arrive  from  Port  Hudson 
tiie  next  day ;  that  General  Pemberton's  forces, 
except  the  garrison  of  Port  Hudson,  (five  thou- 
sand) and  of  Yicksburg,  was  at  Edwards'  De- 
pot— ^the  general  headquarters  at  Bovina ;  that 
tour  divisions  of  the  enemy,  under  Sherman, 
occupied  Clinton,  ten  miles  west  of  Jackson,  be- 
tween Edwards'  Depot  and  ourselves.  I  was 
aware  that  reinforcements  were  on  their  way 
from  the  east,  and  that  the  advance  of  tiiese, 
under  Greueral  Gist,  would  probably  arrive  tibe 
next  day,  and  with  Maxcey's  brigade,  swell  my 
force  to  about  eleven  thousand. 

Upon  this  information  I  sent  to  General  Pesn- 
berton,  on  the  same  night,  the  thirteenth,  a  dis- 
patch informing  him  of  my  arrival,  and  of  the 
occupation  of  Glinton  by  a  portion  of  Granf  s 
army ;  urging  the  importance  of  re-est^lishing 
communications,  and  ordering  him  to  come  up, 
if  practicable,  on  Sherman's  rear  at  once ;  and 
adding,  **  to  beat  such  a  detachment  would  be  of 
immense  value — ^the  troops  here  could  co-oper- 
ate. AU  tlie  strength  you  can  (quickly  asaemblo 
should  be  brought — ^time  is  all  unportaot" 

On  Thursday,  May  fourteenth,  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced, by  the  Raymond  and  Qintpn  roada, 
upon  Jackson.  The  resistance  made  by  the  bri* 
sades  of  Gregg  and  Walker  gave  sufficient  time 
for  the  remow  of  the  public  stores,  and  at  two 
p.  M.,  we  retreated  by  the  Canton  road,  from 
which  alone  we  could  form  a  junction  with 
General  Pemberton.  After  marching  six  miles 
the  troops  encamped. 

From  this  point  I  sent  to  General  Pemberton 
the  dispatch  of  May  fourteenth,  of  which  the 
following  ie  a  copy : 

**  General  :  The  body  of  troops  mentioned  in 
my  note  of  last  night,  compellea  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Gregg  and  his  command  to  evacuate  Jack- 
son about  noon  to-day.  Tlie  necessity  of  taking 
the  Canton  road,  at  right  angles  to  that  npon 
which  the  enemy  approached,  prevented  an  ob- 
stinate defence.  A  body  of  troops,  reDort^ 
this  morning  to  have  reached  Raymond  bust 
night,  advanced  at  the  same  time  from  that  di- 
rection. Prisoners  say  that  it  was  McPheiBon's 
corps  (four  divisions),  which  marched  from 
Clinton.  I  have  no  certain  information  of  the 
other.  Both  skirmished  very  cautiously.  Tele- 
grams were  dispatched  when  the  enemy  was 
near,  directing  Gteneral  Gist  to  assemble  tiie  ap- 
proaching troops  at  a  point  forty  or  fifty  miles 
from  Jackson,  and  General  Maxcey  to  retom  to 
his  wagons,  and  provide  for  the  security  of  his 
brigade — ^for  instance,  by  joining  General  Gist 
That  body  of  troops  will  be  able,  1  hope,  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy  in  Jackson  from  drawing  pro- 
visions from  the  east,  and  this  one  may  bo  able 
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to  keep  him  from  fiie  coontry  towards  Panola. 
Can  lie  supply  himself  from  the  Mississippi? 
Can  you  not  cut  him  o£f  from  it ;  and,  ahove  all, 
should  he  h*i  compelled  to  fttll  back  for  want  of 
supplies,  beat  him  ?  As  soon  as  the  reinforce- 
ments are  all  up,  they  must  be  united  to  the  rest 
of  the  army.  I  am  anadous  to  see  a  force  assem- 
bled ^at  may  be  able  to  inflict  a  heavy  blow 
upon  the  enemy. 

"  Would  it  not  be  better  to  place  the  forces  to 
support  Vicksburg  between  General  Loring  and 
that  place,  and  merely  observe  tiie  ferries,  so 
that  you  might  unite  if  opportunity  to  fight  pre- 
sented itself? 

"  Qeneral  Gregg  will  move  towards  Canton 
to*morrow. 

"  If  prisoners  tell  the  truth,  the  forces  at  Jack- 
son must  be  half  of  Grant's  army.  It  would  de- 
cide the  campaign  to  beat  it,  which  can  be  done 
onl^  by  concentrating,  especially  when  the  re- 
mainer  of  the  Eastern  troops  arrive ;  they  are 
to  be  twelve  or  thirteen  tibousand." 

This  dispatch  was  not  answered.  General 
Femberton  states  in  his  official  report  that  it 
was  received  at  six  p.  m.,  on  the  sixteenth,  whilst 
on  the  retreat  (from  the  battle  field  of  Baker's 
Creek). 

On  the  next  day,  May  fifteenth  (Frid^),  the 
troops  under  me  marched  ten  and  a  half  miles 
furdier,  to  Calhoun  Station.  On  the  morning  of 
that  day  I  received  a  letter  from  General  Fem- 
berton, dated  Edwards'  Depot,  May  fourteenth 
(Thursday )~^.40  p. h . :  "I  shall  move,  as  early 
to-morrow  momine  as  practicable,  a  column  of 
seventeen  thousand  to  Dillon's.  The  object  is  to 
cut  o£f  enemy's  communications  and  force  him 
to  attack  me,  as  I  do  not  consider  my  force  suffi- 
cient to  justify  an  attack  on  the  enemy  in  po- 
sition, or  to  attempt  to  cut  my  way  to  Jackson." < 

This  was  the  first  communication  received 
from  Cknend  Femberton  after  my  arrival  at 
Jackson,  and  from  it  I  learned  that  he  had  not 
moved  towards  Clinton,  ten  hours  after  the  re- 
ceipt of  my  orders  to  do  so,  and  that  the  junc- 
tion of  the  forces,  which  could  have  been 
effected  by  the  fifteenth,  was  defeated,  and  that, 
in  disobedience  of  my  orders,  and  in  opposition 
to  the  views  of  the  majoritv  of  the  council  of 
war,  composed  of  all  his  GFenerals  present — 
before  whom  he  placed  the  subject — ^he  had  de- 
cided to  make  a  movement  by  which  the  union 
would  be  impossible.  General  Femberton  was 
immediately  instructed  that  there  was  but  one 
mode  by  which  we  could  unite,  viz.,  by  his 
moving  directiy  to  C^ton. 

The^rigadier-Grenerals  representing  that  their 
troops  required  rest  after  the  fatigue  they  had 
undergone  in  the  skirmishes  and  march  preced- 
ing the  retreat  from  Jackson,  and  having  yet  no 
certain  intelligence  of  General  Femoerton's 
route-  or  of  G«n^ral  Gist's  position,  I  did  not 
move  on  Saturday.  In  the  evening  I  received 
a  reply  to  my  last  dispatch,  dated  four  miles 
south  of  Edwards'  Depot,  Slay  sixteenth,  stating 
it  had  reached  him  at  6.30  that  morning ;  that 


''it  found  the  army  on  the  middle  road  to  Ray- 
mond. The  order  of  countermarch  has  been 
issued.  Owing  to  the  destruction  of  a  bridge 
on  Baker's  Qreek,  which  runs  for  some  distance 
parallel  with  the  railroad  and  south  of  it,  our 
march  will  be  on  ^e  road  leading  from  Edwards' 
Depot  in  the  direction  of  Brownsville.  This 
road  runs  nearly  parallel  with  railroad.  In  going 
to  Clinton,  we  shall  leave  Bolton's  Depot  four 
miles  to  the  right  I  am  thus  particular,  so  that 
you  may  be  able  to  make  a  junction  with  this 
army."  In  a  postscript  he  reported,  ''heavy 
skirmiBhii^  is  going  on  in  my  front." 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  I  received 
Qeneral  Femberton's  first  reply  to  the  order  sent 
him  from  Jackson  to  attack  Sherman,  dated 
Bovina,  May  fourteenth,  9.10  a.  m.,  as  follows : 
"  I  move  at  once,  with  mv  whole  available  force, 
from  Edwards'  Depot  Li  directing  this  move, 
I  do  not  think  you  fully  comprehend  the  condi- 
tion Ticksburg  will  be  left  in,  but  I  comply  at 
once  with  your  order." 

On  May  seventeenth  (Sunday),  I  marched  fif- 
teen miles  in  the  direction  indicated  in  General 
Femberton's  note,  received  the  previous  even- 
ing. In  the  afternoon  a  letter  was  brought  from 
him,  dated  Bovina,  May  seventeenth,  a  copy  of 
which  has  been  forwarded  to  the  War  Departp 
ment  In  this,  referrii^  to  my  dispatch  of  May 
thirteenth,  from  Jackson,  General  Femberton 
wrote :  "  I  notified  you  on  the  morning  of  the 
fourteenth  of  the  receipt  of  your  instructions  to 
move  and  attack  the  enemy  towards  Clinton.  I 
deemed  the  movement  very  hazardous,  pre- 
ferring to  remain  in  position  befiind  the  Bis 
Black,  and  near  to  VicKsburg.  I  called  a  councu 
of  war,  composed  of  all  tne  General  officers. 
*  *  ♦  *  A  majority  of  the'  officers 
expressed  themselves  favorable  to  the  movement 
inoicated  by  you.  The  others,  including  Major- 
Gtenerals  Loring  and  Stevenson,  preferred  a 
movement  by  which  this  army  might  endeavor 
to  cut  off  the  enemy's  supplies  from  the  Missis- 
sippi. My  own  views  were  expressed  as  uur 
favorable  to  any  movement  which  would  remove 
me  from  my  base,  which  was,  and  is,  Vicksburg. 
I  did  not,  however,  see  fit  to  place  my  own  judg- 
ment and  opinion  so  for  in  opposition  as  to  pre- 
vent the  movement  altogether ;  but,  believing 
the  only  possibility  of  success  to  be  in  the  plan 
proposed,  of  cutting  off  the  enemy's  supplies,  I 
directed  all  my  disposable  force — say  seventeen 
thousand  five  hundred — ^towards  Raymond  or 
Dillon's."  It  also  contained  intelligence  of  his 
engagement  with  the  enemy  on  the  sixteenth, 
near  Baker's  Creek,  three  or  four  miles  from 
Edwards'  Depot,  and  of  his  having  been  com- 
pelled to  withdraw,  with  heavy  loss,  to  Big 
Black  Bridge.  He  farther  expressed  apprehen- 
sion that  he  would  be  compelled  to  fall  back 
from  this  point,  and  represented  that,  if  so,  his 
position  at  Snvder's  Mills  would  be  untenable, 
and  said :  "  I  have  about  sixty  (60)  days'  pro- 
visions at  Vicksburg  and  Snyder's.  I  respect- 
fuUv  await  your  instructions."  I  immediately 
replied,  May  seventeenth :  "  If  Haynes'  Bluff  be 
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untenable,  Vicksbnrg  ia  of  no  yalne,  and  cannot 
be  held.  If,  therefore,  joa  are  inveBted  in  Vicks- 
bnrg, yon  must  ultimately  surrender.  Under 
such  circumstances,  instead  of  losing  both  troops 
and  place,  you  must, If  possible,  save  the  troops. 
If  it  is  not  too  late,  evacuate  Vicksburg  and  its 
dependencies,  and  march  to  the  north-easL"  That 
night  I  was  informed  that  General  Pemberton 
hskd  ftdlen  back  to  Vicksburg. 

On  Monday,  May  eighteenth,  Qeneral  Pember- 
ton informed  me  by  letter,  dated  Vicksburg, 
May  seventeenth,  that  he  had  retired  within  the 
line  of  intrenchments  around  Vicksburg,  having 
been  attacked  and  forced  back  from  Big  Black 
Bridge,  and  that  he  had  ordered  Haynes'  Bluff 
to  bo  abandoned.  His  letter  concluded  with  the 
following  remark :  **  I  greatly  regret  that  I  felt 
compelled  to  make  the  advance  beyond  Big 
Black,  which  has  proved  so  disastrous  in  its 
results."  It  will  be  remembered  that  General 
Pemberton  expected  that  Edwards'  Depot 
would  be  the  battle  field  before  I  reached  Jack- 
son. Bee  his  dispatch  of  the  twelfth,  aJready 
quoted,  and  that  nis  army,  before  he  received 
any  orders  from  me,  was  seven  or  eight  miles 
east  of  the  Big  Black,  near  Edwards*  Depot 

On  Tuesday,  May  nineteenth.  General  Fember- 
ton's  reply,  dated  Vicksburg,  May  eighteenth, 
to  my  communication  of  the  seventeenth,  was 
brought  me  near  Vernon,  where  I  had  gone 
with  the  troops  under  my  command  for  the  pur- 
pose of  effecting  a  junction  with  him,  in  the 
event  o/  his  evacuating  Vicksburg,  as  I  had 
ordered,  in  which  he  advised  me  that  he  had 
"assembled  a  council  of  war  of  the  Greneral 
officers  of  this  command,  and  having  laid  your 
instructions  before  them,  asked  theiree  expres- 
sion of  their  opinion  as  to  the  practicability  of 
carrying  them  out;  the  opinion  was  unani- 
mously expressed,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
withdraw  tno  arm^  from  this  position  with  such 
morale  and  material,  as  to  be  of  further  use  to 
the  Gonfederacy.  On  receiving  this  information, 
I  replied :  '*  I  am  trying  to  gather  a  force  which 
may  attempt  to  reUeve  you.  Hold  out"  The 
same  day  I  sent  orders  to  General  Grardner  to 
evacuate  Port  Hudson. 

•  I  then  determined,  by  easv  marches,  to  re- 
establish my  line  between  Jackson  and  Canton, 
as  the  junction  of  the  two  commands  had  be- 
come impossible. 

On  the  twentieth  and  twenty-first  May,  I  was 
ioined  by  the  brigades  of  GreneraLs  Gist,  Ector,  and 
McNair ;  the  division  of  Greneral  Loring,  cut  off 
from  General  Pemberton  in  the  battle  of  Baker's 
Greek,  reached  Jackson  on  the  twentieth,  and 
Greneral  Maxcey  with  his  brigade,  on  the  twenty- 
third.  By  the  fourth  of  Jane  the  army  had  m 
addition  to  these  been  reinforced  by  the  brigade 
of  General  Evans,  the  division  of  Greneral  Breck- 
inridge, and  the  division  of  cavalry,  numbering 
two  tnousand  eight  hundred  men,  commanded 
by  Brieadier-General  W.  H.  Jacjpon. 

Bmall  as  was  this  force— about  twenty-four 
thousand  infantiy  and  artilleiy,  not  one-tlurd  of 
that  of  the  enemv — it  was  ddlcient  in  urtilleiy, 


in  ammunition  for  all  arms,  and  in  fi^  inms- 
portation,  and  could  not  be  moved  upon  that  of 
the  enemy,  already  intrenching  his  large  force, 
with  anv  hope  of  success. 

The  draft  upon  the  country  had  so  hi  re- 
duced the  number  of  horses  and  mules  that  it 
was  not  until  late  in  June  that  draught  animals 
could  be  procured  from  distant  points,  for  the 
artillery  and  teams. 

There  was  no  want  of  commissary  supplies  in 
the  department,  but  limited  transportation 
caused  a  deficiency  for  a  moving  army. 

On  the  twentj-third  of  May,!  received  a  dis- 
patch from  Major  General  Gktrdner,  dated  Fort 
Hudson,  May  twen^j^-first,  informing  m%  that 
the  enemy  was  about  to  cross  at  &you  Sara, 
tiiat  the  whole  force  from  Baton  Rouge  was  in 
his  front,  and  asking  to  be  reinforced.  On  this 
my  orders  for  the  evacuation  of  Port  Hudson 
were  repeated,  and  he  was  informed  "  you  can- 
not be  reinforced ;  do  not  allow  yourself  to  be 
invested ;  at  every  risk  save  the  troops,  and  if 
practicable  move  in  this  direction."  This  di»- 
^tch  did  not  reach  General  Gardner,  Fort 
Hudson  being  then  invested. 

About  the  twenty-fourth  of  May,  the  enemy 
made  such  demonstiations  above  the  Bie:  Black 
and  towards  Yazoo  City ,  that  I  sent  Walker's 
division  to  Tazoo  City  with  orders  to  fortify 
it.  and  the  demonstrations  being  renewed, 
placed  Loring*s  division  within  supporting 
distance  of  Walker's,  and  in  j>erson  took  post  at 
Qinton. 

Dispatches  arrived  from  General  Pemberton, 
dated  Vicksburg,  May  twentieth  and  twenty- 
first  In  that  of  the  twentieth  he  stated  that 
the  enemy  had  assaulted  his  intrenched  lines 
the  day  before,  and  was  repulsed  with  heavy 
loss.  He  estimated  their  force  at  not  less  than 
sixty  thousand,  and  asked  that  muaketK»p6  be 
sent,  they  being  his  main  necessity.  He  con- 
cluded: ''an  army  will  be  necessary  to  save 
Vicksburg,  and  that  quickly ;  will  it  be  sent  V*  On 
the  twenty-first  he  wroi^ :  "  The  men  credit,  and 
are  encouraged  by,  a  report  that  you  are  near 
with  a  large  force.  They  are  fighting  in  good 
spirits  and  their  organiisation  is  complete." 

Caps  were  sent  as  fast  as  they  arrived.  On 
May  twenty-ninth  I  sent  a  dispatch  to  Grenend 
Pemberton,  to  the  following  effect :  **  I  am  too 
weak  to  save  Vicksbm^,  can  do  no  more  than 
attempt  to  save  you  ana  your  garrison.  It  will 
be  impossible  to  extricate  you  unless  you  co- 
operate and  we  make  mutually  supporting 
movements.  Communicate  your  plans  and  sug- 
gestions if  possible."  The  receipt  of  tiiia  was 
acknowledged  in  a  communication  dated  Vicks- 
burg, June  third,  in  which  General  Pemberton 
says :  **  We  can  ^et  no  information  from  outside 
as  to  your  position  or  strength,  and  very  little 
in  regard  to  the  enemy.**       «  ^ 

In  a  dispatch,  dated  June  tenth,  from  General 
Gardner — the  first  received  since  his  invest' 
ment — he  reported  having  repulsed  the  enemy 
in  several  severe  attacks,  out  that  he  was  get- 
ting short  of  provisions  and  ammunitioxi.    To 
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which  I  replied,  June  fifteenth,  informing  hhn 
that  I  had  not  the  means  of  relieving  him,  add- 
ing :  "  Greneral  Taylor  will  do  what  he  can  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Hold  the  place 
as  long  as  you  can,  and,  if  possible,  withdraw 
in  any  direction,  or  cut  your  way  out  It  is 
very  important  to  keen  Banks  and' his  forces 
occupied.*'  In  a  dispatch,  dated  June  twentieth, 
I  sent  him  word  that  (General  Taylor  had  in- 
tended to  attack  the  enemy  opposite  Port  Hud- 
son on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth,  and  attempt  to 
send  cattle  across  the  river. 

The  want  of  field  transportation  rendered 
any  movement  for  the  relief  of  Port  Hudson 
impossible,  had  a  march  in  that  direction  been 
admissible ;  but  such  a  march  would  have  en- 
abled Grant  (who  had  now  completed  his  strong 
lines  around  Yicksbnrg)  to  have  cut  my  line  of 
communication  and  destroyed  my  army;  and 
from  the  moment  that  I  put  my  troops  in  march 
in  that  direction,  the  whole  of  Middle  and  North 
Mississippi  would  have  been  open  to  the  enemy. 

On  June  seventh,  I  repeated  the  substance  of 
my  dispatch  of  May  twenty-ninth  to  General 
Pemberton. 

On  the  fourth  of  June,  I  had  told  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  answer  to  his  call  for  my  plans, 
that  my  only  plan  was  to  relieve  Yicksbnrg,  and 
my  force  was  far  too  small  for  the  purpose. 

On  June  the  tenth,  I  told  him  I  had  not  at  my 
disposal  lialf  the  troops  necessary. 

On  the  twelfth,  I  said  to  him^  **  to  take  from 
Bragg  a  force  which  would  make  this  army  fit 
to  oppose  Grant  would  involve  yielding  Tennes- 
see. It  is  for  the  government  to  decide  be- 
tween this  State  and  Tennessee." 

On  the  fourteenth,  I  sent  General  Pemberton 
the  following :  "  All  that  we  can  attempt  to  do 
is  to  save  you  and  your  garrison.  To  do  this, 
exact  co-operation  is  indispensable.  By  fight- 
'  ing  the  enemy  simultaneously  at  the  same  point 
of  his  line  you  may  be  ezmcated.  Our  joint 
forces  cannot  raise  the  siege  of  Yicksburg.  My 
communication  with  the  rear  can  best  be  pre- 
served by  operating  north  of  railroad.  Inform 
me,  as  soon  as  possible,  what  point  will  suit  you 
best  Your  dispatchei)  of  the  f^elfth  received. 
General  Taylor,  with  eight  thousand  men,  will 
endeavor  to  open  communications  with  you 
from  Richmond!"  To  this  communication,  Gen- 
eral Pemberton  replied,  June  twenty-first,  re- 
conmiendinp;  me  to  move  north  of  the  railroad 
towards  Yicksburg,  to  keep  the  enemy  at- 
tracted to  tihat  side,  and  stating  that  he  would 
himself  move  at  the  proper  time  by  the  War- 
renton  road,  crossing  the  Big  Black  at  Hankin- 
Bon's  Ferry;  that  '*the  ouier  roads  are  too 
strongly  intrenched  and  the  enemy  in  too  heavy 
force  for  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success,**  un- 
less I  could  compel  him  to  abandon  his  commu- 
mq^tlons  by  Snyder's. 

On  the  fifteenth,  I  expressed  to  the  depart-' 
ment  the  opinion,  that  without  some  sreat  Dltui- 
der  of  the  enemy,,  we  could  not  hold  botii  (Mis- 
sifisipi  and  Tennessee),  and  that  I  considered 
saving  Yicksburg  hopeUa^. 


On  the  eighteenth, -I  said  :  **  Grant's  position, 
naturally  very  strong,  is  intrenched  and  pro- 
tected by  powerful  artillery,  and  the  roads  ob- 
structed. His  reinforcements  have  been,  at 
least,  equal  to  my  whole  force.  The  Big  Black 
covers  him  from  attack,  and  would  cut  off  our 
retreat  if  defeated." 

On  June  twenty-second,  in  reply  to  a  dispatch 
from  General  Pemberton,  of  the  fifteenm,  in 
which  he  said,  that  though  living  on  greatly 
reduced  rations,  he  had  sufficient  for  twenty 
days,  I  informed  him  that  General  Taylor  had 
been  sent  by  (General  K  E.  Smith  to  co-operate 
with  him  from  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, and  tirnt  in  a  day  or  two  I  would  try  and 
make  a  diversion  in  his  favor,  and,  if  possible, 
open  communications;  adding, " though  I  fear 
my  force  is  too  small  to  effect  the  latter,  I  have 
omy  two-thirds  of  the  force  you  told  messenj^er 
Saunders  to  state  to  me  as  the  least  with  which 
I  ought  to  make  an  attempt  Scouts  report 
the  enemy  fortifying  towards  us,  and  the  roads 
blocked." 

A  day  or  two  after  this  a  dispatch'  was 
brought  me  from  (General  Pemberton,  dated 
June  twenty-second,  suggesting  that  I  should 
make  to  General  Grant  "propositions  to  pass 
this  army  out  with  all  its  arms  and  equipages," 
renewing*  his  hope  of  my  being  able,  by  foroe 
of  apns,  to  act  with  him,  and  expressing  the 
opinion  that  he  could  hold  out  for  fifteen  days 
longer.  To  this  dispatch  I  replied,  June  twenty- 
seventii,  informing  him  that  (rener^  £.  K. 
Smith's  troops  h^  fallen  back  to  Delhi,  and 
that  I  had  urged  him  to  assume  the  direct  com- 
mand ;  and  continued,  **  the  determined  spirit 
you  manifest,  and  his  expected  cooperation,  en- 
courage me  to  hope  that  something  may  yet  be 
done  to  save  Yicksburg,  and  to  postpone  both 
of  the  modes  suggest^  of  merely  extricating 
the  garrison.  Negotiations  with  Grant  for  the 
relief  of  the  garrison,  should  they  become  neces- 
sary, must  be  made  by  you.  It  would  be  a  con- 
fession of  weakness  on  my  part,  which  I  ought 
not  to  make,  to  propose  them ;  when  it  becomes 
necessary  to  make  terms,  they  may  be  consid- 
ered as  made  under  my  authority." 

On  tiie  twenty-ninth  of  June,  field  transporta- 
tion and  other  supplies  having  been  obtained, 
the  army  marched  towards  the  Big  Black,  and 
on  the  evening  of  July  ^rst  encamped  between 
Brownsville  and  the  river. 

Reconnoissances,  which  occupied  the  second 
and  third,  convinced  me  that  attack  north  of  the 
railroad  was  impracticable.  I  determined,  there- 
fore, to  make  the  examinations  necessary  for 
the  attempt  south  of  the  railroad,  thinking,  firom 
what  was  already  known,  that  the  chance  of 
success  was  much  better  there,  although  the 
consequences  of  defeat  might  be  more  dis- 
astrous. 

On  the  night  of  the  third,  a  ntessenger  was 
sent  to  General  Pemberton  with  information  that 
an  attempt  to  create  a  diversion  would  be  made, 
to  enable  him  to  cut  his  way  out,  and  thai  I 
hoped  to  attMk  the  enemy  about  the  serenth. 
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On  the  fifth,  however,  we  learned  the  fall  of 
Vicksbnrg,  and,  therefore,  fell  back  to  Jackson. 

The  army  reached  Jackson  the  evening  of  the 
seventh,  and  on  the  .morning  of  the  ninth,  the 
enemy  appeared  in  heavy  force  in  front  of  the 
works  thrown  np  for  the  defence  of  the  place. 
These,  consisting  of  a  line  of  rifle^its,  prepared 
at  intervals  for  artiUery,  extended  from  a  point 
norlii  of  the  town,  a  litde  east  of  the  Canton 
road,  to  a  point  south  of  the  town,  within  a 
short  distance  of  Pearl  River,  and  covered  most 
of  the  approaches  west  of  the  river ;  but  were 
badly  located  and  constructed,  presenting  but  a 
alight  obstacle  to  a  vigorous  assault 

The  troops  ijromptly  took  their  assigned  po- 
sitions in  the  intrencnments  on  the  appearance 
of  the  enemy,  in  expectation  of  an  unmediate 
assault  Major-General  Loring  occupying  the 
right ;  Major-General  Walker,  the  risnt  of  the 
centre ;  Major-General  French,  the  left  of  the 
centre,  and  Major-General  Breckinridge  the  left 
The  cavalry,  under  Brigadier-Greneru  Jackson, 
was  ordered  to  observe  and  guard  the  fords  of 
Pearl  River  above  and  below  the  town. 

The  reports  that  had  at  various  times  been 
made  to  me  by  the  commandinj^  officers  of 
troops  encamped  near  Jackson,  of  the  scarcity 
of  water,  led  me  to  believe  that  Sherman,  who 
advanced  in  heavy  order  of  battle  from  Cluiton, 
could  not  besi^e^ut  would  be  compelled  to 
.  make  an  assault  His  force  was  representied  to 
consist  of  his  own  and  Ord's  arm^  corps  ajid 
three  divisions  in  addition.  The  spirit  and  con- 
fidence manifested  by  the  whole  army  imdet  mj 
command  were  such  that,  notwithstanding  this 
vast  superiority  of  numbers,  I  felt  assureo,  with 
the  advantages  given  by  the  intrenchmeuts, 
weak  as  they  were,  an  assault  by  him  would 
result  in  his  discomfiture. 

Instead  of  attacking,  tiie  enemy,  as  soon  as 
they  arrived,  commenced  intrenching,  and  con- 
structing batteries.  On  the  tenth,  tiiere  was 
spirited  skirmishing,  with  slight  cannonading, 
continuing  throughout  the  day.  This  was  kept 
up  with  varying  intensity  and  but  little  inter- 
ruption until  the  period  of  our  evacuation. 
Hills  commanding  and  encircling  the  town, 
within  easy  cannon  range,  offered  favorable 
sites  for  batteries.  A.  cross-fire  of  shot  and 
shell  reached  all  parts  of  the  town,  showing  the 
position  to  be  entirely  untenable  against  a  pow- 
erful artillery. 

On  the  eleventh,  I  telegraphed  the  President : 
**  If  the  position  and  works  were  not  bad,  want 
of  stores,  which  could  not  be  collected,  would 
make  it  impossible  to  stand  a  siege.  If  the 
enemy  will  not  .attack,  we  must,  or,  at  the  last 
moment,  withdraw.  We  cannot  attack  seriously 
without  risking  the  army.*' 

On  the  twelnh,  besides  the  shirmishing,  there 
was  a  heavy  cannonade  from  the  batteries  near 
the  Canton  and  South  Clinton  roads.  The  mis-* 
Biles  reached  all  parts  of  die  town.  An  assault, 
though  not  a  vigorous  one,  was  also  made  upon 
Major-General  Breckinridge's  line.  It  was 
qmokly  repelled,  however— -principally  by  the 


dareot  fire  of  Cobb's  and  Slocomb's  batteries,  and 
flank  attack  of  the  skirmishers  of  the  First, 
Third,  and  Fourth  Florida,  and  Forty-seventh 
Georgia  regiments.  The  enemy's  loss  was  two 
hundred  prisoners,  nearly  the  same  number 
killed,  many  wounded,  and  the  colors  of  the 
Twenty-eighth,  Forty-first,  and  Fiftyrthird  M- 
nois  regiments. 

By  the  thirteenth  the  enemy  had  extended 
his  lines  nntU  both  his  flanks  rested  on  Pearl 
River. 

I  telegraphed  the  President,  ontiie  fourteenth, 
that  a  Ifu^e  force  lately  left  Vicksburg  **  to  torn 
us  on  the  north.  This  will  compel  us  to  aban- 
don JackBOB.  The  troops  before  us  have  been 
intrenching  and  constructing  batteries  sinoa 
their  arrival.** 

On  the  fifteenth  I  telegraphed  the  President : 
"  The  enemy  is  evidently  making  a  siege,  which 
we  cannot  resist  It  would  be  madness  to  at- 
tack him.  The  remainder  of  the  army  under 
Grant  at  Vicksburg,  is,  beyond  doubt^  on  its 
way  to  this  place." 

On  the  sixteenili  of  July  information  was  re- 
ceived that  a  large  train  from  Yicksbuiig,  loaded 
with  ammunition,  was  near  the  enempr's  camp. 
This,  and  the  condition  of  their  batteries,  made 
it  probable  that  Sherman  would,  on  the  next 
day,  concentrate  upon  us  the  fire  of  near  two 
hundred  euns.  It  was  also  reported  that  the 
enemy  had  crossed  Pearl  River  in  the  rear  of 
their  left  flank.  The  evacuation  of  Jackson 
that  night  was,  therefore,  determined  on. 

Our  withdrawal  was  effected  on  the  night  of 
the  sixteenth.  All  public  property  and  the  sick 
and  wounded,  except  a  few  not  in  a  condition  to 
be  moved,  had  been  previously  carried  to  the 
rear.  The  right  wing  retired  towards  Brandon 
by  the  new  Brandon  road,  and  the  left  wing  by 
l^e  old  Brandon  road.  The  cavalry  remained 
to  destroy  the  bridges  over  Pearl  River  and  ob-« 
serve  the  enemy.  The  evacuation  was  not  dis- 
covered by  the  enemy  until  the  next  day. 

Our  loss-  during  tiie  sieee  was  estimated  at 
seventy-one  killed,  &ve  hundred  and  four 
wounded,  and  about  twenty-five  missing.  The 
army  retired,  by  easy  marches,  to  Morton,  dis- 
tant about  thirty-five  miles  from  Jackson.  De- 
sertions during  the  siege  and  on  the  march 
were,  I  regret  to  say,  frequent 

Two  divisions  of  the  enemy,  with  oavahy, 
drove  our  cavalry  through  Brandon  on  the  nine- 
teenth, returning  to  Jackson  the  next  day.  Tlieir 
object  seemed  to  be  to  destroy  the  railroad 
bridges  and  depots. 

C(3onel  J.  L.  Loflnn.  commanding  a  mounted 
force  around  Port  Hudson,  reported  three  suc- 
cessful engagements  with  detachments  of  the 
enemy. 

On  the  twelfth  of  July  I  received  inforraatioiLi 
from  Colonel  Lo^an,  of  the  surrender  of  Port 
Hudson  on  the  mnth;  subsequently  the  report 
of  Major  Jackson,  A.  A.  G.,  was  received,  in- 
forming me  of  the  surrender.  That  officer  stated 
that  provision  tras  exhausted,  and  that  the 
position  of  the  enemy  rendered  it  impossible 
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for  the  garrison  to  cnt  it»way  out;  but  two 
thousand  five  hundred  of  the  garrison  were  fit 
fcv  dntj  at  the  time  of  the  snrrender. 

The  enemy  advanced  against  Tazoo  City  both 
by  land  and  water  on  the  thirteenth.  The  at- 
tack by  the  gunboats  was  handsomely  repulsed 
by  our  h^vy  battery,  under  the  command  of 
Commander  Isaac  N.  Brown,  of  the  navy.  The 
'*  Be  Kalb,"  the  flag-ship  of  thehostQe  squadron, 
on  iroo-dad,  mounting  thirteen  guns,  was  sunk 
by  a  torpedo.  To  the  force  advancing  by  land 
no  resistance  was  made  by  the  garrison,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Creasman,  of  l^e  Twenty- 
ninth  North  Carolina  regiment 

I  have  introduced  my  dispatch  of  May  four- 
te^ith  into  this  report,  because  Qeneral  Pember- 
ton,  after  stating  uiat  it  was  not  received  untQ 
after  the  battle  of  Baker's  Creek,  claimed  that  sd- 
tfaough  he  had  not  acted  on  those  instructions, 
the  letter  suggested  the  very  movement  he  had 
made,  and  for  the  same  purpose.  When  the 
enemy  was  at  Jackson  the  letter  suggested  a 
movement  for  the  sole  purpose  of  dislodging  him, 
and  so  stated.  Greneral  Pemberton's  march, 
with  whatever  purpose  made,  was  begun  cdfter 
the  enemy  had  abandoned  Jaokson,  and  was  al- 
most in  his  presence.  My  order  of  the  fifteenth — 
at  which  time  I  should  have  joined  General 
Pemberton,  to  take  immediate  command  of  the 
main  army,  but  that  I  was  still  too  weak  to  at- 
tempt such  a  ride— which  was  received  by  him 
very  early  on  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth,  re- 
quired him  to  abandon  tliAt  movement ;  had  he 
obeyed  it  the  battle  of  Baker's  Creek  would  have 
been  escaped. 

About  the  middle  of  January,  finding  the  cav- 
alry in  Mississippi  inactive,  and  being  satisfied, 
by  the  representations  of  well  informed  persons, 
acquainted  with  the  country,  that  it  conld  not 
be  usefully  employed  in  Mississippi  until  late  in 
«the  spring,  anci  persuaded  that  a  larger  cavalry 
force  was  needed  to  cover  that  portion  of  Ten- 
nessee from  which  Oenend  Bragg  was  drawing 
hia  supplies,  I  transferred  about  two-thirds  of 
the  pavalry  of  Mississippi  to  Tennessee. 

By  this  transfer  from  Mississippi  at  a  time 
when  General  Grant  had  falfen  bask  on  Memphis, 
and  Sherman  and  McClemand  had  been  repulsed 
at  Vicksborg,  I  gave  strength  to  the  Army  of 
Tennessee,  which  had  been  greatly  reduced  by 
the  engagements  near  Murfreesboro,  and  ena- 
bled General  Bragg  to  cover  the  country  and 
secore  supplies  for  his  army. 

About  March  twentieth,  General  Pemberton 
applied  for  cavalry  for  the  protection  of  the 
northern  part  of  the  8tate  during  the  planting 
season.  But  his  reports  heretofore  referred  to, 
indicated  that  the  enemy's  forces  were  to  be 
employed  in  Tennessee  rather  than  Mississippi, 
and  Van  Dorn's  cavalry  being  then  absolutely 
necessary  to  hold  the  country  from  which  Gen- 
eral Bragg  was  drawing  his  supplies,  I  could 
not  send  it,  and  so  informed  General  Pemberton. 
When  he  reported  that  Grant's  array  was  return- 
ing to  the  Mississippi,  a  strong  brigade  of  cavalry 
ordered  from  Temiesaee  into  tiiat  State. 
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The  time  to  strike  the  enemy  witii  the  best 
hope  of  saving- Vicksburg,  was  when  he  was 
landing  near  Bruinsburg.  To  do  this  with  any 
prospect'  of  success,  a  rapid  concentration  of  all 
the  forces  should  have  been  made,  and  dh  attack, 
^nder  this  conviction,  I  telegraphed  to  Greneral 
Pemberton  ou  May  first,  from  Tullahoma :  "  If 
Grant's  army  lands  on  this  side  of  the  river,  the 
safety  of  Mississippi  depends  on  beating  it  For 
that  object  you  should  unite  your  whole  force." 
And,  again,  on  May  second :  *'  If  Grant  crosses, 
unite  your  whole  force  to  beat  hiuL  Success 
wiU  give  back  what  wss  abandoned  to  win  it" 

These  instructions  were  neglected,  and  time 
was  given  to  Grant  to  gain  a  foothold  in  the 
State,  and  at  Port  Gibson  and  Raymond  detach- 
ments of  our  troops  were  defeated  and  driven 
back  by  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy. 
•  On  tiie  thirteenth,  when  I  learned  that  there 
were  four  divisions  of  the  enemy  at  Clinton,  dis- 
tant twenty  mUes  from  the  main  body  of  G^sneral 
Pemberton's  forces,  I  gave  him  orders  to  attack 
l^em,  ^d  notified  him  that  we  could  co-operate. 
This  order  General  Pemberton  disobeyea ;  and 
so  reported  to  me  in  his  letter  of  the  seven- 
teenth. I  directed  him  to  move  twenty  miles  to 
the  east  to  co-operate  with  me  in  attacking  Sher- 
man. He  moved  to  the  south,  and  made  our 
coK)peration  and  junction  impossible.  He  claims 
that  this  order  compelled  him  to  make  the  ad- 
vance beyond  the  Big  Black,  which  proved  so 
''disastrous."  Before  I  had  reached  Jackson, 
and  before  the  order  was  given,  General  Pem- 
berton made  his  first  advance  beyond  (east  of) 
the  Big  31ack,  to  Edwards'  Depot;  after  the 
receipt  of  the  order,  in  violation  of  it,  he  made 
his  second  and  his  last  advance  from  that  point 
to  the  field  of  Baker's  Creek.  He  farther  claims 
that  this  order  caused  the  subversion  of  his 
''matured  plans."  I  do  not  know  what  those 
plans  were,  but  am  startled  to  find  matured  plans 

fiven  up  for  a  movement  in  violation  of  my  or- 
ers,  rejected  by  a  majority  of  his  council  of 
war,  and  disapproved  (as  he  states)  by  himself. 
On  the  twelfth,  he  wrote  me  that  if  he  could 
collect  force  enough,  Edwards'  Depot  would  be 
the  battle-field.  The  battle  of  Baker's  Creek 
was  fought  three  or  four  miles  from  Edwards' 
Depot  The  presence  of  the  enemy  was  reported 
to  him  the  night  before.  There  was  no  apparent 
obstacle  to  prevent  him  from  resuming  his  orig- 
inal position,  and  carrying  out  his  "matured 
plans." 

It  is  a  new  military  principle,  that  when  an 
officer  disobeys  a  positive  order  of  his  superior, 
that  superior  becomes  responsible  for  any  meas- 
ure his  subordinate  may  choose  to  substitute  for 
that  ordered. 

But,  had  the  battle  of  Baker's  Creek  not  been 
fought,  General  Pemberton's  belief  that  Vicks- 
burg was  his  base,  rendered  his  ruin  inevitable. 
He  would  still  have  been  besieged,  and,  ^ere- 
fore,  captured.  The  larger  force  he  would  have 
carried  into  the  lines,  would  have  added  to,  and 
hastened  the  catastrophe.  His  disasters  were 
due  not  merel/  to  his  entangling  himself  witU 
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the  advancing  colnmnB  of  a  superior  and. unob- 
served enemy,  but  to  his  evident  determination 
to  be  besieged  in  Yicksburg,  instead  of  manoBUr 
vring  to  prevent  a  siege. 

Gonvfoced  of  the  impossibility  of  collecting  a 
sufficient  force  to  break  the  investment  of  VicKS-' 
burg  should  it  be  completed,  appreciating  the 
difficulty  of  extrix^ting  l^e  nmson,  and  con- 
vinced that  Yicksburg  and  Fort  Hudson  had 
lost  most  of  their  value  by  the  repeated  passage 
of  armed  vessels  and  transports,  I  ordered  the 
Evacuation  of  both  places.  General  Grardner 
did  not  receive  tiiis  order  before  the  investment 
of  Port  Hudson,  if  at  all.  General  Pemberton 
set  aside  this  order,  imder  the  advice  of  a  council 
of  war,  and,  though  he  had  in  Yicksburg  eight 
thousand  fresh  troops  not  demoralized  by  de- 
feat, decided  that  it  '*  was  impossible  to  with- 
draw tiie  army  from  this  position  with  such 
fnorale  and  material  as  to  be  of  further  service 
to  the  Confederacy  f  but,  "  to  hold  Yicksburg 
as  long  as  possible,  with  the  firm  hope  that  the 

fovemment  may  yet  be  able  to  assiJst  me  in 
eeping  this  obstruction  to  the  enemy's  free 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River.''  Yicks- 
burg was  greatlv  imperilled  when  my  instruc- 
tions from  iTullahoma  to  conoentrate  were  neg- 
lected; it  was  lost  when  my  orders  of  the 
thirteenth  and  fifteenth  of  May  were  disobeyed. 
To  this  loss  were  added  the  labor,  privations, 
and  certain  destruction  of  a  gallant  army,  when 
my  orders  for  its  evacuation  were  set  aside. 

In  this  report  I  have  been  compelled  to  enter 
into  many  details,  and  to  make  some  animadver- 
sions upon  tiie  conduct  of  Greneral  Pemberton. 

The  one  was  no  pleasant  task ;  the  other  was 
a  most  painful  duty.  Both  have  been  forced 
upon  me  by  the  official  report  of  General  Pem- 
berton, made  to  the  War  Department  instead  of 
to  me,  to  whom  it  was  due. 

General  Pemberton,  by  direct  assertion  and  by 
implication,  puts  upon  me  the  responsibility  of 
the  movements  which  led  his  army  to  defeat  at 
Baker's  Greek  and  the  Big  Black  Bridge— defeats 
which  produced  the  loss  of -Yicksburg  and  its 
armv. 

This  statement  has  been  circulated  by  the 
press,  in  more  or  less  detail,  and  with  more  or 
less  marks  of  an  official  character,  until  my  silence 
would  be  almost  an  acknowledgment  of  the  jus- 
tice of  the  charge. 

A  proper  regard  for  the  good  opinion  of  my 
government  has  compelled  me,  therefore,  to 
uirow  aslda  that  delicacy  which  I  would  gladly 
have  observed  towards  a  brother  officer,  suffer- 
ing much  undeserved  obloquy,  and  to  show  that 
in  his  short  campaign  General  Pemberton  made 
not  a  sinsle  movement  in  obedience  to  mj  or- 
ders, and  redded  none  of  my  instructions; 
and,  finally,  did  not  embrace  the  only  opportu- 
nity to  save  his  army — that  given  by  my  order 
to  abandon  Yicksburg. 
Most  respectf ally. 

Your  obedient  servant^ 

J.  E.  JouNSTOir, 

Oeneral, 


LETTER  YBOU.  FBOFESBOB  KWBLL. 

WiLUAicsRJito,  JmiB  26, 1B68. 

7b  the  Editor  of  the  BeMU&n  Record: 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  Dr.  Craven's 
diary: 

"  Pemberton  made  a  splendid  defence  of  Yicks- 
burg, and  might  have  been  relieved  if  the  officer 
commanding  the  army  sent  to  relieve  him  (Gen- 
eral Johnston)  had  not  failed  to  obey  tiie  positive 
orders  t6  attack  General  Grant,  which  Bir.  Sed- 
don,  then  Secretary  of  War,  had  sent  If  the 
same  officer,  who  was  upheld  in  command  by 
the  anti-administration  party,  had  vigorously  a^ 
tacked  Sherman  at  Atknta  when  directed,  the 
tprtunes  of  war  would  have  been  changed,  and 
Sherman  hurled' back  to  Nashville  over  a  sterile 
and  wasted  countzy — his  retreat  little  less  dis- 
astrous than  Napoleon's  from  Moscow.  He  did 
not  do  so,  and  was  reUeved ;  General  Hood,  a 
true  and  spirited  soldier,  taking  his  place.  But 
the  opportunity  then  was  gone ;  and  to  this  de- 
lay, more  than  to  any  other  cause,  the  Southern 
people  will  attribute  their  overthrow  whenever 
history  comes  to  be  truly  written." 

In  the  statement  this  extract  contains,  that 
General  J.  £.  Johnston  flailed  to  obey  '*  positive 
order^'  or  directions  to  attack  General  Grant  at 
Yicksburg,  in  1863,  or  (General  Sherman  at  At- 
lanta, in  1864,  there  is  a  mistake,  caused,  no 
doubt,  by  Dr.  Graven  having  misapprehended 
his  distinguished  patient,  with  whom,  in  his 
misfortunes,  I  know  no  one  sympathizes  more 
truly  than  Greneral  Johnston.  I  venture  to  nu^e 
this  correction,  in  iustice  to  a  war-worn  veteran 
who  freely  shed  his  blood  in  defence  oi  the 
Southern  cause,  and  who  is  too  Rood  a  sol<]Uer 
to  wilfully  disregard  an  order  of  his  military 
superior.  The  only  approach  to  an  order  to  at- 
tack General  Grant  in  1863,  was  given  in  a  tele- 
gram from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  this  was 
modified,  and  virtually  revoked,  by  a  second 
telegrs^hio-  communication,  received  the  same 
day.  Ihe  gentleman  who  was  at  the  time  Sec- 
retary of  War  of  the  Ck>nfederate  States,  had 
too  much  wisdom  and  practical  sense  to  i^ve  a 
'*  positive  order"  to  Greneral  Johnston  to  attack 
with  {lis  army  of  about  twenty-three  thousand 
men  General  Grant's  army,  numbering  some 
eighty  thousand,  covered,  in  a  position  of  great 
natuial  strength,  by  the  unfordable  Big  Black 
River,  and  by  formidable  lines  of  intrench- 
ments,  defended  at  all  points  by  powerful  ar- 
tillery. 

In  like  manner,  no  such  orders  were  given 
during  the  Atlanta  campaign^  and  the  disasters 
that  befell  the  Army  of  Tennessee  after  General 
Johnston  was  relieved,  clearly  demonstrated 
that  they  ought  not  to  have  been  given.  M j 
position  on  General  Johnston's  stafiE,  and  my  re- 
lations to  him,  caused  all  his  corroapondenoe 
with  the  authorities  in  Richmond,  by  mail,  by 
telmaph,  or  by  messengers,  from  January, 
1863,  to  July,  1864,  at  which  time  he 
lieved,  to  pass  through  xoj  hands.    Ai^ 
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tion  I  have  Herein  made  I  am  fully  prepared  to 
prove. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


Doa  47. 


THE  BATTLS  OF  HELENA. 

REPORT  07  UEUTEKANT-OENERAL  HOLMES. 

Uim  Rocs,  Angoai  14, 1868. 

Brioadier^Getieral  W.  R  Boggs,  Ckitf  qf  Staff", 

tkpartment    Trans-MissUsippif    Shreveporij 

Louisiana  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the 
Lieutenant-Genertil  commanding  the  followiug 
report  of  the  attack  made  by  me  upon  Helena, 
on  the  fourth  of  July,  1863 : 

In  the  month  of  June,  1862,  the  Federal  forces 
under  Gtoeral  Curtis,  from  the  attempted  inva- 
sion of  Arkansas  betook  themselves  to  the  city 
of  Helena,  and  there  fortified.  Since  timt  time 
it  has  been  constemtiy  and  heavily  garrisoned 
by  Federal  troops.  Tne  possession  of  this  place 
has  been  of  immense  advantage  to  the  enemy. 
From  it,  they  hare  threatened  at  all  times  an 
invasion  of  Arkansas,  thereby  rendering  it  neces- 
sary that  troops  should  be  held  in  position  to 
repel  such  invasion.  From  it  they  have  con- 
trolled the  trade  and  sentiments  of  a  large  and 
important  scope  of  country.  It  has  been  to  them 
a  most  important  depot  for  troops  in  their  opera- 
tions a^inst  Vicksburg. 

In  view  of  these  great  advantages  to  them,  of 
the  great  embarrassment  to  my  movements  else- 
where, arising  from  the  proximity  of  a  large  and 
threatening  army,  and  of  the  deleterious  effect 
on  that  portion  of  the  State  caused  by  their 
presence,  it  was  deemed  of  very  great  impor- 
tance that  they  should  be  driven  from  their  only 
stronghold  in  Arkansas.  As  a  means  of  raising 
the  Bie^e  of  Yicksbur^,  and  of  keeping  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  closed,  m  the  event  of  a  surren- 
der of  that  city,  the  policy  of  the  move  was 
perfectly  apparent  Moreover,  from  information, 
considered  reliable,  in  my  possession,  &e  cap- 
ture of  Helena  by  the  forces  at  my  disposal 
seemed  perfectly  practicable. 

On  the  fourteenth  June,  1863, 1  telegraphed 
to  Lieutenant-<j^eneral  Smith,  that  I  believed  I 
could  take  the  place,  and  asked  his  permission 
to  attack  it  Two  days  after  I  start^  to  Jack- 
Bonport,  there  to  consult  with  Generals  I^ice 
and  Marmaduke,  and  to  make  the  necessary  pre- 
liminary arrangements.  The  result  of  this  inter- 
view was  the  foOewing  orders : 

Price's  comnumd,  consisting  of  General  Mo- 
Bae's  Arkansas  and  General  rarsons'  Missouri 
brigades  of  infantry,  constituting  Ftice*s  divis- 
ion, and  Colonels  Green's  and  Shelby's  brigades 
of  Missouri  cavaby,  Marmaduke's  division  to 
rendeevouB  at  Cotton  Plant,  and  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Fagan's  Arkansas  brigade  of  mfSemtry,  at 
darendon,  on  the  twenty-sixth  June  (Friday), 


whence,  by  conveiging  roads,  the  two  columns 
would  move  in  the  direction  of  HelencL  I  also 
informed  General  Walker,  commanding  brigpetde 
of  cavalry  in  the  vicinity  of  Helena,  of  my  in- 
tention, and  directed  him  to  allow  no  ingress  to 
theplaoe« 

Upon  my  return  to  Little  Rock,  I  found  that 
General  Smith  had  fiiUy  sanctioned  my  proposed 
attaok,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  War  nad  writ- 
ten a  slrongletter,  suggesting,  advising,  and 
urging  it  Thus  encouraged,  on  the  twenty- 
'sixth  of  June,  I  proceeded  to  Clarendon,  and  as- 
sTuned  command  of  the  expedition.  From  un- 
avoidable necessity,  consequent  upon  rain,  high 
water,  and  wretched  roads,  General  lice's  com- 
mand did  not  reach  its  rendezvous  for  four  days 
after  the  day  fixed,  thus  giving  the  enemy  abun- 
dant notice  of  my  approach.  General  Fagan 
arrived  at  his  place  of  rendezvous  (Cbirendon), 
on  the  twenty-sixth.  As  soon  as  the  troops 
were  in  position,  I  proceeded  towards  Helena 
by  converging  roads,  and  reached  Allan  Polk's 
house,  five  miles  from  Helena,  on  the  morning 
of  July  third. 

Having  received  full,  accurate,  and  reliable  in* 
formation  of  the  forces  and  fortifications  of  the 
enemy  in  Helena,  and  the  topography  of  the 
surrounding  country,  I  here  made  the  final  dis- 
position for  the  attack.  That  information  dis- 
closed that  the  place  was  very  much  more  diffi- 
cult of  access,  and  the  fortifications  very  much 
stronger  than  I  had  supposed,  before  underteJc- 
in^  the  expedition ;  the  features  of  the  country 
bemg  peculiarly  adapted  to  defence,  and  all 
that  the  art  of  engineering  could  do  having  been 
brought  to  bear  to  strengthen  it  The  fortifica- 
tions consisted  of  one  regular  work,  heavily 
armed  with  siege  guns,  and  four  strong  re- 
doubts, motmted  with  field  pieces  and  protected 
by  rifle-pits  on  suburban  hills. 

The  disposition  for  the  attack  was  as  per  fol- 
lowing order : 

"The  attack  on* Helena  will  be  made  to-mor- 
row morning  at  daylight,  and  as  follows : 

**  First — ^Major-Gfeneral  Price,  in  command  of 
McBae's  and  Parsons'  brigades,  will  proceed  by 
the  best  route,  assume  position,  assai^t  and  take 
Graveyard  Hill,  at  daylight 

*'  Second — ^Brigadier-G  eneral  Walker,  with  his 
cavalry  brigade,  will,  in  like  manner,  proceed 
to  the  Stirling  road,  where  he  will  hold  himself 
in  position,  to  resist  any  troops  that  may  ap- 
proach Riehton  Hill ;  and  when  that  position  is 
captured,  he  will  enter  the  town  and  act  against 
the  enemy  as  circumstances  may  justify. 
• "  Third — Brigadier-GenerSl  Fagan  will  proceed 
by  the  best  route,  assume  position,  and  take  the 
batteries  on  Hindman  Hill,  at  daylight 

^  Fourth — ^Bri^dier-General  Marmaduke  will 
proceed  vrith  his  command,  by  the  best  route, 
assume  position,  and  take  Righton  Hill,  at  day- 
light- 

This  plan  of  attack  was  fblly  concurred  in  by 
all  my  General  officers,  and  the  part  assigned  to 
each  accepted  jvrith  abcriiy. 
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Between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  at  night, 
the  troops  began  to  move  to  their  respective 
positionB,  whence  to  assault  in  the  morning. 

General  Fagan  detached  a  regiment  from  his 
brigade,  and  sent  it  forward  to  the  right,  on  the 
lower  Little  Bock  road,  to  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  enemy  in  the  rifle-pits  below  the  city, 
and  to  protect  his  flank,  in  case  of  an  attack 
from  that  quarter. 

Three  detached  companies  of  cavalry,  under 
Gaptain  Denson,  were  ordered  to  act  as  vedettes 
in  the  plain  south  of  the  city,  and  to  transmit 
to  Qeneral  Fagan  rapid  information  of  any  at- 
tempt to  flank  him.  His  artillery  was  also  sent 
forward  on  this,  the  only  practicable  road,  with 
the  hope  that  it  mi^ht  assist  in  creatuig  a  diver- 
sion, and  thereby  aid  the  general  movement 

I  took  a  position  alittie  after  daylight  on  the 
Graveyard  nidge,  half  a  mile  from  the  fortifica- 
tions, a  central  point,  there  to  await  the  develop- 
ment of  the  attack. 

Soon  after  daylight,  Brigadier-General  Mar- 
maduke  drove  in  the  pickets  of  the  enemy  in 
his  front  and  assaulted  Kighton  Fort  It  is  be- 
lieved that  a  strong,  vigorous,  and  sudden  at- 
tack on  this  fort  would  liave  been  successful ; 
but  some  delay  occurring,  a  heavy  force  of  the 
enemy  appeared  on  his  left  flank  and  rear,  and 
held  him  perfectly  in  check  during  the  whole  day. 
It  was  the  pecidiar  duty  of  Bngadier-G^neral 
Walker  to  have  prevented  this  movement  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  and,  as  represented  by 
General  Marmaduke,  the  same  could  have  been 
easilv  accomplished.  No  satisfactory  reason 
has  been  given  by  General  Walker  why  this 
service  was  not  rendered.  This  attack,  being 
most  remote,  was  not  under  my  personal  super- 
vision, and  was  too  distant  for  me  to  give  spe- 
cific orders. 

The  assault  on  the  first  line  of  rifle-pits,  in 
front  of  Hindman  HiU,  was  made  at  a  few  min- 
utes after  daylight  General  Fagan,  at  the  head 
of  his  brigade,  charged  gallantlv  over  four  lines, 
under  a  deadly  ^q  from  the  rine-pits  and  guns 
on  his  front,  and  most  disastrous  enfilading  fire 
from  Graveyard  Hill  on  the  left,  previous  to  the 
attack  by  General  Price.  Havmg  driven  the 
enemy  from,  and  carried  the  Qfth  and  last  line 
of  rifle-pits,  the  brave  men,  who  had  followed 
him  thus  far,  overcome  by  sheer  exhaustion,  re- 
sulting from  the  inordinate  exertion  of  their 
difficmt  charge,  and  the  intense  heat  of  the  day, 
were  unable  to  proceed  further.  A  charge  upon 
the  fort  was  nevertheless  attempted,  and  failed. 
The  brigade  tiiereupon  took  shelter  behind  the 
inner  Ime  of  breastworks,  anxiously  awaiting 
assistance.  This  assistance  never  arrived.  Ma- 
jor-General  Price  did  not  make  his  attack  till 
after  sunrise,  and  more  than  an  hour  after  the 
time  named  in  the  order.  As  an  explanation  of 
this  delay,  his  report  states  that,  finding  when 
he  had  gotten  within  one  and  a  half  miles  of 
the  position  he  had  been  ordered  to  take,  that 
his  division  would  arrive  upon  the  ground  pre- 
maturely, he  ordered  a  halt,  and  resumed  his 
march  at  dawn   of  day.    His   troops,    when 


brought  into  position  and  ordered  forward,  be- 
haved magnificentiy,  charging  rifle-pits  and 
breastworks  without  a  falter^  and  taking  the 
hill  without  a  halt 

As  soon  as  the  works  were  carried,  I  rode 
rapidly  into  them.  Finding  the  guns  in  the  fort 
had  been  rendered  useless,  by  the  enemy,  be- 
fore being  abandoned,  I  at  once  dispatched  one 
of  my  staff  to  the  rear,  to  bring  up  some  artil- 
lery. Owing  to  the  impraeticabuity  of  tiie  roads, 
this  could  not  be  effected  in  time. 

Perceiving  the  position  of  the  gaDant  Fagan 
and  his  command,  I  ordered  Brigadier-General 
P^ursons,  the  only  General  officer  present,  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  attack  the  Hindman  Fort  in  the 
rear.  Everjrthing  was  in  confusion.  Regiments 
and  brigades  mixed  up  indiscriminately,  and  tiie 
order  was  not  attended  to.  Immediately  after- 
wards I  sent  an  order  to  General  Price  to  ^e  same 
effect,  and  then  returned  to  my  headquarters. 

Two  or  three  hundred  vards  in  the  rear,  I 
passed  Brigadier-General  McRae,  who  bad  not 
loined  his  brigade  since  the  assault  I  drdered 
him  at  once  to  the  fort. 

It  seems  that  General  McBae  was  the  officer 
designated  by  General  Price  to  go  to  Qeneral 
Fagsbi's  assistance.  After  much  delay,  he  pro- 
ceeded on  this  duty,  but  utterly  failed  to  render 
the  slightest  aid,  making  no  attempt  to  assault 
thehiU. 

Not  having  been  advised  of  this  order  for 
General  McRae,  and  being  impatient  of  the  de- 
lay, I  proceeded  again  to  the  fort  on  Graveyard 
HiU,  where  I  found  (General  Parsons,  with  only 
tiiree  himdred  or  four  hundred  men  of  his  bri- 

fade.  He  informed  me  that  General  McRae  had 
een  ordered  to  the  relief  of  General  Fasan. 
That  officer  was  nowhere  to  be  seen,  while 
General  Fagan,  with  greatiy  reduced  force,  was 
being  assamted  and  driven  back  by  the  enemy 
largSy  reinforced.  Under  these  circumBtanoes. 
at  ten  and  a  half  a.«m.,  I  ordered  the  troops 
to  be  withdrawn. 

My  retreat  from  Helena  was  effected  in  the 
most  perfect  order,  and  without  the  slightest 
demoralization  of  any  kind. 

My  whole  force  engaged  in  this  expedition 
amounted  to  seven  thousand  six  hundred  a^d 
forty-six  (7,646).  My  loss,  as  near  as  is  ascer- 
tained, is  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  (173) 
killed ;  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven  (687) 
wounded ;  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six  (776) 
missing.  Total,  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty-six 
(1,636).  See  reports  of  division  and  brigade 
commanders  forwarded  herewith. 

I  write  this  report  with  a  deep  pain.  I  com- 
manded brave,  gallant,  and  willing  troops,  and 
should  have  succeeded  in  the  capture  of  Helena : 
for,  though  the  difficulties  were  very  great,  they 
were  not  insurmountable,  and  the  misfortnxie  of 
a  failure  was,  in  a  very  great  measure,  conse- 
quent on  the  men  not  being  well  in  hand  afr^r 
success.  Most  of  my  loss  in  prisoners  rostilt^-l 
in  not  restraining  the  men,  after  the  capture  <^i 
Graveyard  Hill,  from  advancing  into  the  t^wn. 
where  they  were  taken  m'iinly  without  rest*!- 
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onoe.  If,  instead  of  this,  the  regimemtB  and  bri- 
gades had  been  reformed  instantly,  the  capture 
of  Hindman  Hill,  and  consequently  of  the  town, 
would  have  been  of  easy  occurrence. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing ' 
ray  obligations  to  his  Excellency,  Harris  Flam- 
gan,  (jk>vemor  of  Arkansas,  Who  accompanied 
me,  and  had  my  confidence,  during  the  whole 
campaign.  I  owe  to  his  cool,  discriminating 
judgment,   many  valuable   suggestions.     His 

Sresence,  confidence,  and  zeal  nad  no  little  in- 
uence  on  the  spirit  and  enei^  of  the  Arkansas 
troops^  He  and  Colonel  Gk>rdon  Rear,  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  State,  acted  as  volunteer  Aids-de- 
Camp  on  my  staff  durine  the  battle.  A4  the 
expedition  failed,  which  should  have  succeeded, 
I  refrain  from  all  expressions  of  commendation, 
believing  that  the  brave  officers  and  men  who 
distinguished  themselves  witt  willingly  forego 
the  applause  due  to  them,  in  consideration  that 
our  beloved  country  reaped  no  benefit  from 
their  exploits. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  General, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Thoilas  H.  Holmes, 

Ueateaant-Geaeral. 

BEPOBT  OF  IfAJOR^KNERAL  FBICE. 

HiADQUAsnBS  Psrac'R  Dmsiosr,     \ 
GAxr  OS  Jons*  Laxi,  July  13,  IMS./ 

Ccmtain  John  W.  Hinsdale,  A.  A.  G.  : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the 
Lieutenant-General  commanding,  i^e  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  division  in  the 
attack  made  upon  Helena  on  the  fourth  instant : 
I  left  Jacksonport,  in  obedience  to  his  orders, 
on  the  twentv-second  day  of  June,  witii  this  di- 
vision and  Marmaduke's  division  of  cavalry. 
My  march  was  greatly  impeded  by  the  extraor- 
dinary rains,  which,  b^inning  on  the  evening 
of  the  twenty-fourth  «fune,  and  falling  almost 
without  intermission  for  four  days,  made  tlie 
rivers,  bayous,  and  creeks,  over  wnioh  my  route 
lay,  and  the  bottoms  and  swamps  through  which 
it  ran,  almost  impassably  to  troops,  unprovided, 
as  mine  were,  with  the  means  of  repairing  roads 
and  constructing  bridges  or  rafts.  I  was,  how- 
ever, enabled  by  the  skill  and  energy  of  my 
officers,  and  by  the  willing  endurance  and  la- 
borious induslzy  of  my  men,  to  surmount  these 
unlooked-for  obstacles,  and  to  reach,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  third  instant,  a  point  within  five  miles 
of  Helena. 

At  this  point,  Lieutenant-Greneral  Holmes, 
having  assumed  the  immediate  command,  of  all 
the  troops  before  Helena,  detached  Marmaduke's 
division  from  my  command,  leaving  me  two 
brigades ;  the  one  of  Arkansians,  under  Brigar 
dier-General  Dandridge  McRae,  consisting  of 
three  regiments  of  infantry  and  a  field  battery, 
with  twelve  hundred  and  twenty-seven  men 
present  for  dutv ;  the  other  of  Missourians,  un- 
der Brigadier-General  M.  Monroe  Parsons,  con- 
eisting  of  four  regiments  of  infantry,  a  battalion 
of  sharpshooters,  and  a  field  battery,  having  in 


all,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-ei^ht 
(1,868)  men  present  for  duty.  These  two  bri- 
gsuies  constituted  this  division. 

The  order  of  attack  directed  that  |I,  "in  com- 
mand of  McRae's  and  Parson's  brigades,  should 
proceed  by  the  best  route,  assume  position,  as- 
sault and  take  the  Graveyard  Hill  at  daylight.*' 
I  made  mv  dispositions  accordingly,  and  moved 
at  midnight,  with  Parsons*  brigade  in  ftont 

As  my  route  lay  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
way  across  abrupt  hills  and  deep  ravines,  over 
which  it  was  utterly  impracticable  to  move  my 
artillery  during  the  darkness,  I  ordered  the 
pieces  to  be'  left  behind  until  daybreak,  and 
armed  details  from  each  battery  to  accompany 
the  infantry,  in  order  to  man  the  guns  which  I 
expected  to  capture. 

Finding,  when  I  had  gotten  within  a  mile  and 
a  half  of  ite  position  which  I  had  been  ordered 
to  take,  that  my  division  would  arrive  upon  the 
ground  prematurely,  I  ordered  a  halt,  during 
which  the  Lieutenant^eneral  commanding  came 
to  and  remained  with  the  division  until  the  dawn 
of  day,  when  the  line  of  march  was  resumed* 
Then  pushing  forward  rapidly,  until  my  skir- 
mishers had  become  engaged  with  those  of  the 
enemy,  and  within  half  a  mile  of  his  works,  the 
troops  were  formed  into  two  columns  of  divis- 
ions, Parsons'  brigade  occupying  the  right  and 
moving  in  front 

The  enemy's  fire  becoming  somewhat  sharp 
about  this  time,  the  guides  who  were  conduct- 
ing the  columns  took  occasion  to  leave  unper- 
ceived.  Borne  confusion  and  consequent  delay 
ensued,  but  another  guide  having  been  obtained, 
the  head  of  the  column  soon  occupied  the  posi- 
tion from  which  the  assault  was  to  be  made.  A 
brief  halt  was  here  ordered,  to  give  the  troops 
time  to  recover  somewhat  from  the  exhausting 
fatigues  consequent  ujpon  their  rapid  march  over 
a  succession  of  almost  precipitous  and  heavily 
wooded  hills. 

The  order  for  the  assault  (as  explained  to  the 
General  officers  and  regimental  commanders  of 
the  division  the  evening  before)  directed  that 
General  Parsons,  moving  in  front,  should  halt 
the  head  of  his  column  at  the  point  from  which 
he  was  to  make  the  assault,  until  the  head  of 
Creneral  McRae's  column  should  reach  its  posi- 
tion on  the  left,  when  both  columns  should 
advance  simultaneously  to  the  assault. 

During  the  brief  halt  just  alluded  to,  and  just 
as  I  had  ordered  General  McHae  forward,  the 
Lieutenant-General  commanding  rode  up  and 
asked  why  the  assault  had  not  been  made.  I 
explained  the  facts  to  him,  and  thinking  that 
time  enough  had  elapsed  for  General  McHae  to 
get  into  position,  I  dispatched  one  of  my  staff 
to  General  Parsons  to  ascertain  why  he  was  not 
advancing.  He  replied  that  he  was  waiting  for 
General  McRae  to  get  into  position.  Mean- 
while General  McR^  had  moved  his  brigade 
into  position,  but  (owing  to  the  difficulties  and 
necessities  of  the  ground)  further  to  the  left 
than  had  been  originally  ordered  and  explained 
to  General  Parsons,  and  with  a  high  ridge  inter- 
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posing  between  it  and  ParsonB*  brigade,  so  that 
the  latter  officer  could  not  see  that  it  bad  gotten 
into  position.  I  immediately  directed  one  of  my 
staff  officers  to  commnnicate  ^ese  &cts  to  Gen- 
ersd  Parsons  and  to  order  him  to  make  the 
assault  without  any  further  delay,  as  General 
l^IcRae,  to  whom  I  had  sent  orders  to  that  effect, 
would  be  advancing  before  he  (General  Parsons) 
could  receive  my  ord^. 

Both  brigades  moved  forward  on  the  instant, 
rapidly,  steadily,  unflinchingly,  and  in  perfect 
order,  under  a  storm  of  Minnie  balls,  grape  and 
canister,  which  were  noured  upon  them  not 
only  from  the  Graveyara  Hill  in  tiieir  front,  but 
from  the  fortified  hills  upon  Ihe  right  and  the 
left,  both  of  which  were  in  easy  range. 

The  enemy  gave  way  before  the  impetuous 
assault  of  the  attacking  columns,  which,  enter- 
ing the  works  almost  simultaneously,  planted 
the  Confederate  flag  upon  the  summit  of  the 
Gravevard  HilL 

Each  brigade  had  done  its  allotted  duty  with 
equal  zeal,  devotion,  and  gallantry,  and  each  is 
entitled  to  an  equal  share  of  the  honor  which 
justly  attaches  to  those  who  discharge  their 
duty  as  these  men  did,  fearlessly,  well,  and  suc- 
cessfully. 

Being  in  possession  of  the  hill,  and  finding 
that  the  captured  guns  had  been  shot- wedged,  I 
directed  my  Chief  of  Artilleiy  to  bring  forward 
the  pieces  which  I  had  left  behind.  This  he 
did  as  promptlv  as  the  difficulties  of  the  ground 
would  permit,  out  not  until  it  was  too  lato  for 
them  to  be  used  in  the  action.  Meanwhile  a 
heavy  fire  was  concentrated  upon  the  hiU  from 
the  four  fortified  positions,  which  the  enemy 
still  continued  to  hold,  and  from  the  hill-sides 
and  ravines,  under  cover  of  which  their  sharp- 
shooters delivered  a  well-directed  and  very 
effective  fire,  whilst  the  gunboat,  which  lay  in 
front  of  the  town,  kept  up  an  unintermitting  dis- 
charge of  its  heavy  guns. 

Perceiving  at  once  that  the  surest  way  to 
relieve  my  men  from  the  disastrous  effects  of 
this  galling  fire,  was  to  aid  General  Fagon  to 
take  the  enemy's  works  upon  my  right,  and 
receiving  information  at  the  same  time,  that  that 
gallant  officer  had  been  repulsed  in  every  at- 
tempt to  assault  tfiose  works,  I  sent  to  General 
Parsons  an  order  directing  him  to  move  his  bri- 
gade forthwith  to  the  reinforcement  of  General 
Fagan.  He  replied  to  the  officer  by  whom  I 
sent  the  order,  that  General  McRae  (who  was 
by  his  side  at  the  time)  would,  with  my  permis- 
sion, go  to  the  assistance  of  General  Fagan, 
whilst  his  (Parsons')  brigade,  being  the  stronger 
of  the  two,  would  hold  tne  Graveyard  Hill.  Be- 
fore this  reply  was  brought  back  to  me  I  sent 
another  of  mv  staff,  by  direction  of  the  Lieu- 
teuant-General  commanding,  to  deliver  to  Gen- 
eral Parsons  an  order  similar  to  the  one  already 
sent.  General  Parsons'  replv  having  been  mean- 
while received,  another  order  was  sent  direct- 
ing him  to  hold  the  hill,  and  General  McRae  to 
reinforce  General  Fagan,  as  speedily  as  possible, 
with  his  brigade. 


It  soon  became  obvious,  however,  Unt  both 
brigades  had  been  so  much  weakened  by  their 
heavy  losses  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  partic- 
ularly in  prisoners  (tlie  most  of  the  latter  hav- 
ing oeen  captured  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  town,  whither  they  had  gone  without  orders 
from  me),  and  by*  the  straggJune  of  those  whom 
thirst  and  the  intense  heat  of  the  day  overcame, 
or  who  had  become  disheartened  by  the  failare 
of  the  other  assaulting  columns,  that  I  could  not 
send  any  effective  aid  to  General  Fagan,  witibout 
too  greatlv  endang^ering  my  own  position.  It 
was  equally  obvious  that,  unless  such  aid  could 
be  promptly  sent  to  General  Fagan,  the  general 
attack  upon  Helena  must  faiL  It  was  under 
these  circumstances  that  I  received  an  order 
from  the  Lieutenant-General  commanding  to 
withdraw  my  division.  Ia  compliance  with 
this  order  my  t^^ps  were  withdrawn  to  a 
point  about  four  miles  from  Helena,  where  they 
rested  for  the  night,  and  resumed  the  march 
hither  on  the  mormng  of  the  fifth. 

The  Lieutenant-General  commanding  was  him- 
self a  witness  of  the  conduct  of  my  division. 
He  saw  the  alacrity  with  which  they  advanced 
to  thepositions  to  which  they  had  been  assign- 
ed. He  knows  the  steadiness  and  iin&Jtering 
courage  with  which  they  moved,  in  the  midst 
of  a  deadly  fire,  over  deep  ravines  and  precip- 
itous hills,  obstructed  with  felled  timber,  to, 
into,  and  over  the  works  whi(m  ^ey  had  been 
ordered  to  take,  driving  everything  before  them. 
He  himself  was  a  witne^  of  the  imiiaujited 
bravery  and  enduring  constancy  witi^  whidi, 
animated  by  his  own  inspiring  example  and  gal- 
lant bearing,  they  stood  unshaken  in  the  very 
centre  of  that  unceasing  fire  which  was  hnrle!i 
a^nst  them  from  gunboat,  from  flats,  and  from 
rme-pits.  I  am  sure  that  he  wiU  pay  them  that 
tribute  of  praise  to  which  their  courage  and 
endurance  entitle  them.  The  accompanying 
reports  of  Brigadier-Grcnerals  McRae  and  Par- 
sons wiU  explain  in  detail  the  part  taken  by 
their  respective  brigades,  and  point  out  to  the 
Lieutenant-General  commanding,  such  of  their 
officers  and  men  as  are  particularly  deserving 
of  mention.  I  have  ndt  been  able  to  obtain  per- 
fectly accurate  reports  of  the  casualties  of  this 
division,  but  these  may  be  stated  approximately 
as  follows : 


• 

1 

• 

1 

• 

1 

McRae's  Brigade 

Parsons'  Brigade 

46 
69 

168 
836 

133           SiT 
Sdd           764 

106 

604 

1 
602    j  lau 

I 

I  will  forward  detailed  reports  of  these  casn- 
alties  as  soon  as  the  lists  can  be  carefuUv  re- 
vised.   The  separation  of  the  command    will 
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Beoeaearilj  entail  some  deky  in  the  revlflion  of 
tiiem. 

The  admirable  conduct  of  Brigadier-Qeneral 
ParBonfi,  not  onJj  npon  the  field,  but  upon  the 
march,  merits  my  earnest  commendation,  whilst 
his  skill  send  gallantry,  as  well  as  his  long  and 
uninterrupted  actiTe  service  as  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral, first  in  the  Missouri  State  Guard,  and  more 
recently  in  the  Provisional  Army  of  the  Gonfed* 
erate  States,  are,  in  my  opinion,  worthy  of  re- 
coeration  on  the  part  of  the  government 

1  must  lUso  commend  the  excellent  discipline 
which  General  McRae  maintains  at  all  times  in 
bis  brigade ;  the  marked  good  sense  and  energy 
with  wich  he  conducted  its  march  to  Helena ; 
the  promptitude  with  which  he  has  always 
obeyed  my  commands,  and  the  earnest  efforts 
which  he  made  to  reinforce  General  Fagan  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  attack. 

I  have  not  in  my  former  reports  mentioned 
the  officers  of  my  staff,  thou^  most  of  them 
have  beem  eminently  deservmg  of  praise  for 
gflJlant  and  meritorious  conduct  upon  more  than 
one  hard-fought  field.  Justice  requires  that  I 
should  not  permit  the  present  occasion  to  pass 
without  placing  upon  record  my  sense  ana  ap- 
preciation of  me  worth  and  merits  of  those  of 
them,  at  least,  who  participated  in  the  present 
movement 

Major  Thomas  L.  Snead,  Senior  Assistant  Ad- 
lutant-Greneral  at  my  command,  to  whom  I  have 
be^i  often  indebted  for  vigorous  support  in 
hours  of  perilous  trial  (apart  from  the  intelli- 
gent and  nuthfnl  performance  of  the  responsible 
and  onerous  duties  of  his  office),  surpassed  him- 
self this  day  in  the  intrepid  manner  with  which 
he  bore  himself  tbrouehout  the  conflict,  rally- 
ing the  troops  again  ana  again,  and  urging  them 
forward  to  ue  scene  of  action. 

In  this  work,  imder  the  hottest  fire  of  the 
enemy,  and  until  we  had  swept  their  intrench- 
ments  and  carried  the  hill,  he  was  faithfully, 
fearlessly,  and  gallantly  assisted  by  Major  L.  A. 
Maclean,  A.  A.  G. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  my  Aid8^e-Ganq[>,  Lieu- 
tenant Richard  T.  Morrison  and  Lieutenant  Cel- 
stis  Price,  for  their  willing  assistance  promptly 
rendered  upon  this,  as  upon  other  hotly  con- 
ieeted  fields. 

I  commend  all  these  officers  to  the  Lieuten- 
antpGreneral  commanding,  and  through  him  to 
the  President,  for  promotion,  on  account  of  gal- 
lant and  meritorious  conduct  in  tiie  field. 

Acting  Engineers,  John  Mhoon,  of  Alabama, 
and  D.  G.  Gage,  of  Mississippi,  not  only  deserve 
honorable  mention  for  their  gallantry  upon  the 
field,  but  for  the  skill  and  energy  with  which 
they  overcame  the  difficulties  that  obstructed 
my  road  from  Gache  River  to  Helena.  I  have 
repeatedly  reconmiended  Mr.  Mhoon  for  ap- 
pointment in  the  Engineer  corps,  and  again  re- 
spectfully urge  the  President  to  recognize  the 
worth  of  so  excellent  an  officer.  Au.  Gage's 
services  demand  a  similar  recognition. 

Nor  should  the  less  conspicuous,  but  equally 
Qsefuly  services  of  M%jor  Isaac  Brinker  and  Ma- 


jor John  Reid  be  passed  over  in  silence.  To 
the  practical  good  sense  and  untiring  and  well 
directed  energy  of  the  former,  as  Ghief  Quarter- 
master of  my  division,  I  am  greatly  indebted 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  mardh  to  Helena 
and  back  to  this  point;  while  the  latter,  as 
Ghief  Gommissary  of  Subsistence,  has,  in  spite 
of  many  difficulties,  continued  to  subsist  the 
troops  Doth  regularly  and  weU. 

LieutenantCk>lonel  Glay  Taylor,  Ghief  of  Ar- 
tillery and  acting  .Ghief  of  Ordnance,  dischaffged 
the  onerous  duties  of  botii  those  offices  with 
laborious  fidelity  and  to  my  entire  satisfiMstion. 

To  my  Ghief  Surgeon,  Thomas  D.  Wooten,  to 
Surgeon  William  M.  McPheeters,  and  to  Assist- 
ant Field  Purveyor  R.  M.  Slaughter,  my  con- 
stant thanks  and  commendation  are  due  tor  the 
sedulous  manner  in  which  they  have  at  all  times 
devoted  themselves  to  the  sick  and  wounded, 
but  never  more  humanely  or  more  conspicuously 
than  upon  thi?  occasion. 

These  gentlemen  tell  me  that  they  owe  their 
grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Marvin  for  the  very  important  services  which 
he  rendered  at  their  hospitals,  not  only  offering 
the  consolation  of  his  holy  office  to  the  dying, 
but  ministering  assiduously  to  the  wants  of  the 
wounded. 

Major  John  Tyler,  G.  S.  A.,  acting,  for  want  of 
an  appropriate  conunand,  as  volunteer  Aid-de- 
Gamp,  remained  by  my  side  in  view  of  special 
contmgencies,  which  might  fittingly  task  his 
valuable  accoinplishments. 

Mr.  Gharles  T»  Perrie,  volunteer  Aid^ie-Gamp, 
is  also  entitled  to  my  thanks  for  the  activity 
which  he  displayed  at  the  opening  of  the  at- 
tack. 

I  would  refer  particularly  to  the  gallant  con- 
duct and  bearing  of  Mr.  Gustavus  A.  Dyer, 
Glerk  in  the  office  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  and  of  Orderly  0aniel  M.  Eavanaugh, 
both  of  whom  have,  by  their  conduct  in  Qie 
field,  merited  commissions  in  the  army,  and  both 
of  whom  have  borne  themselves  equally  well  in 
more  important  battle  fields. 

Major  Henry  M.  Glark,  Assistant  Inpector- 
General,  was  detained  from  the  field  by  serious 
iUness ;  Major  £.  G.  Gabell,  Paymaster,  by  duties 
elsewhere. 

I  am,  Gaptain,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Stkblino  Price. 

McOor  •General. 


BEPORT  OF  GENERAL  PARS0N3. 

PnCB's 
Jaly  10, 1868. 


HumuAnna  Foojsb  BbAuds,  Pncs's  DmnDv,  \ 


Mqjor  T.  X.  Snead,  A.  A.  G,: 

Majob  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  follow- 
ing as  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Helena,  on  the  fourth  instant : 

On  the  evening  of  the  third  of  July  the  army 
bivouacked  on  the  Little  Rook  and  Helena  road, 
and  six  miles  from  the  latter  place.  It  having 
been  determined  to  attack  the  enemy  at  dawii 
next  morning,  the  disposition  of  the  troops  for 
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the  yarious  points  of  attack  was  immediately 
made  by  the  Lieutenant-General  commanding 
the  army,  and  the  Major-Gkneral  commanding 
this  division.  I^e  assault  and  capture  of  the 
enemy's  works  on  Graveyard  Hill  was  assigned 
by  the  Major-General  commanding  to  Brigadier- 
Gfeneral  MoRae's  brigade  (Arkansas),  and  my 
brigade  (Missouri  vmimteers).  This  position 
was,  by  the  Lieutenant-general  commanding, 
believea  to  be  the  strongest  of  all  the  enemy  s 
works,  and  the  key  to  all  his  defences.  He  was 
particularly  solicitous  that  it  should  be  carried 
and  held  at  all  hazards.  It  was  represented  to 
contain  six  heavy  pieces,  protected  by  earth- 
works and  a  line  of  rifle-pits  on  its  front,  and 
extremely  inaccessible  on  account  of  the  nu- 
merous sharp  ridges,  steep  ravines,  and  felled 
timber,  in  its  front  and  flank.  These  works 
were  situated  between  Fort  Hindman  on  the 
ri^ht,  and  another  fort  on  the  left,  both  belnfi: 
within  rifle  ranee  of  the  position  to  be  assailed 
by  my  command,  and  supported  in  its  rear  by 
another  fort  between  it  and  the  town  of  Helena, 
and  Fort  Curtis  obliquely  to  the  right  and  rear 
of  the  work  to  be  assaulted.  All  these  fortifi- 
cations were  situated  upon  hi^h,  steep  hills, 
with  deep  ravines  and  felled  tmiber  between, 
rendering  the  rapid  and  orderly  movement  of 
the  troops  very  difficult 

At  twelve  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  third, 
the  division  was  put  in  motion,  my  brigade  in 
advance,  which  moved  in  the  following  order, 
viz.:  first,  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  Major 
Pindall  commanding,  in  front ;  second,  the  Ninth 
regiment,  Colonel  White ;  third,  the  Eighth 
regiment.  Colonel  Bums  commanding ;  fourth, 
the  Seventh  regiment.  Colonel  Lewis  command- 
ing ;  fifth,  the  Tenth  regiment,  Colonel  Pickett 
commanding.  After  moving  on  the  main  road 
about  two  miles,  the  column  diverged  to  the 
left,  along  an  obscure  path  for  two  nmes  further, 
and  then  left  this  path  to  the  left,  and  followed 
up  a  rivulet,  untQ  arriving  within  about  one  and 
a  half  miles  of  Gravej^ard  HilL  Day  having  not 
yet  dawned,  a  halt  was  ordered,  to  await  suffi- 
cient light,  during  which  time  my  command  was 
ordered  to  "load."  I  had  previously  thrown 
out  well  to  the  front,  as  skirmishers,  Major  Pin- 
dall's  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  to  which  com- 
mand was  attached  Captain  Biscoe's  company  of 
sharpshooters,  from  McRae's  brigade.  Ta^g 
advantage  of  this  halt,  I  particularly  instructed 
in  person  the  commandants  of  regiments  as  to 
the  plan  of  attack,  and  charged  them  that,  in  the 
event  if  any  of  their  division  should  become 
disordered  in  carrying  the  works,  they  should 
be  promptly  re-formed,  and,  as  the  orders  of  my 
superiors  extended  only  to  the  capture  of  Grave- 
yard Hill,  that  no  farther  movement  should 
be  made  without  orders.  I  deemed  this  precau- 
tion absolutely  necessary,  as  it  was  impossible 
for  either  myself  or  staff'  to  ride  over  the  rough 
ground  on  which  we  moved»  and  consequonSy 
orders  could  not  be  transmitted  with  the  ususi 
rapidity. 

At  daylight  the  march  was  resumed,  and  in  a 


short  time  we  enoountered  tiiie  steep  ridg^  and 
deep  ravines,  which  rendered  the  movement 
very  slow  and  fatiguing.  At  five  o'clodc  a.  m., 
Major  Pindall  encountered  the  enemy's  pickets, 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  mtificationa. 
Sharp  skirmishing  ensned,  and  finally  they  were 
driven  in.  I  ordered  the  column  to  fonn  divis- 
ions at  half  distance,  and  moved  steadily  forward 
in  that  order.  .  The  enemy  now  commenced 
throwing  shells  and  grape  upon  the  column, 
killing  and  wounding  about  twenty  men ;  but  no 
signs  of  disorder  or  fear  were  apparent— 4hey 
moved  steadily  and  firmly  forward.  By  this 
time  PindalFs  sharpshooters  had  arrived  wi&in 
musket  range  of  the  enemy's  works,  and  from 
behind  stumps  and  logs,  and  the  branches  of 
felled  trees,  were  delivering  an  effective  fire 
upon  the  gunners  of  the  enemy's  artillery. 

Upon  arriving  within  three  hundred  yards  of 
the  line  of  rifle-pits,  I  again  halted  the  columns, 
to  allow  rest,  and  to  enable  Brigadier-General 
McBae  to  move  upon  my  left  and  take  position, 
as  previously  agreed  upon  between  that  offioor 
ana  myself,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  com- 
bined assault  upon  the  works.  So  soon  as  it 
was  announced  to  me  that  he  was  in  position,  I 
ordered  the  ^  forward"  at  doubleKjuick,  to  which 
officers  and  men  responded  with  alaoritv.  Juat 
at  this  moment  a  heavy  fire  was  opened  on  my 
right  flank  from  a  rifle-pit,  distant  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards ;  also  the  shell  and  grape 
from  Fort  Hindman  were  lowered  down  upon 
the  column.  This  was  the  critical  moment.  I 
watched  with  an  anxious  eye  to  see  whether 
my  battalions  would  falter  or  break  under  this 
flank  attack,  but  they  moved  gallantly  on,  on- 
heeding  the  murderous  missUes  now  being  hurled 
on  them  both  from  front  and  flank.  Tumitiig 
my  attention  to  the  front,  the  head  of  the  two 
columns  (McRae's  and  mine)  were  beyond  the 
rifle-pits,  and  in  an  instant  White's  battle-flag, 
waving  over  the  works,  announced  that  Grave- 
yard Hill  was  won. 

Thirty  men  of  Tilden's  battery  havin^^  been 
armed  and  sent  forward  with  Colonel  White  s 
regiment,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Leas- 
neur,  for  the  purpose  of  working  the  enemy's 
guns,  upon  their  capture,  this  officer  immei(ii- 
atelv  took  them  in  change,  but  finding  shot 
wedded  in  the  bore,  and  the  enemy  having 
taken  away  the  worms,  he  could  not  work  them. 
He  and  his  men  resumed  their  muskets,  and 
fought  as  infantry  throughout  the  baUle. 

As  previously  ordwed,  the  commandants  of 
regiments  proceeded  to  restore  order  in  their 
commands,  wherever  confusion  had  occurred. 
Just  at  this  time  the  Lieutenant-General  coii>- 
manding  arrived  upon  the  hill,  and  gave  orders 
directly  to  one  of  my  Colonels  to  attack  and 
carry  me  fort  in  the  direction  of  the  town,  and 
he  proceeding  to  execute  the  order,  the  oiher 
commandants,  imdenitanding  it  to  be  a  general 
movement  towards  the  town,  advanced  in  that 
direction,  some  portions  of  raiments  roshiiif 
into  town,  and  even  to  the  river's  bank.  JS 
the  way  from  Graveyard  Hill  to  the  towiii  and 
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through  i1,  those  devoted  troops  were  exi)osed 
to  a  £tal  cross-fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery 
and  musketry.  It  was  here  that  my  loss  was  the 
heaviest ;  not  more  ,than  half  of  those  that  went 
in  that  direction  retmned — ^the  remainder  were 
killed,  womided,  and  taken  prisoners. 

From  time  to  time  the  enemy  made  repeated 
assaults  on  Graveyard  HiU,  but  was  always  sno- 
cessfolly  repulsed.  Whilst  General  Mcllae  and- 
myself  were  thns  holding  it  under  the  terrific 
storm  of  bullets  hurled  upon  us,  both  from  the 
ri^ht  and  from  the  left,  he  suggested  that  if  I, 
with  my  command,  wotdd  hold  the  position,  he 
would  assault  Fort  Hindman  in  the  rear,  which 
Oeneral  Fagan  was  then  engaging  in  front  This 
arrangement  having  been  agreed  upon,  he  moved 
with  what  troops  he  had  at  his  disposal  to  the 
assault ;  but,  being  assailed  by  the  euns  from  the 
fort,  by  the  musketry  from  the  rino-pits,  and  in 
flank  by  the  heavy  artillery  from  the  gimboat^ 
he  was  compelled  to  yHthdraw  his  gallant  com- 
mand into  the  timber  for  shelter. 

During  these  operations  against  Fort  Hindman, 
the  enemy  was  continually  shelling  my  position 
from  the  fort  upon  my  left,  and  repeatedly  ad- 
vanced i^ainat  me,  but  was  each  time  repulsed. 
General  Fagan  having  retired  from  the  assault 
upon  Fort  uindman,  no  troops  were  now  upon 
the  field  except  my  own.  The  enemy  moved 
upon  me  in  front  and  upon  both  flanks,  and 
opened  a  furious  cross-fire  of  artillery  from  ri^ht 
and  left  I  still  maintained  my  position,  driving 
back  the  enemy*s  infantnr  wherever  assaulted. 
At  a  quarter  past  ten  o  clock  a.  m.,  I  received 
an  order  from  the  Major-€^neral  commanding 
to  "  retire."  I  immediately  sent  orders  to  com- 
mandants of  regiments  and  pipdall's  battalion  to 
withdraw  their  commands  in  good  order,  and 
fight  the  enemy  as  they  retired.  At  half-past 
ten  ▲.  u.,  I  withdrew  my  command  from  the 
field. 

It  gives  me  great  pain  to  report  the  heavy 
losses  in  brave  officers  and  men  that  my  brigade 
sustained  on  that  bloody  field.  The  following 
commissioned  officers  of  the  Ninth  regiment  feu 
killed  on  the  field:  Major  Sandfora,  Captain 
Launius,  Lieutenant  Bpencer.  The  following 
were  wounded  :  Colonel  White,  Adjutant 
Thomas,  Lieutenants  Kelly,  Essleman,  andKerr. 

In  Pmdall's  battaUon  were  wounded:  Cap- 
tains Cake  and  Phillips,  and  Lieutenant  Arm- 
strong. 

In  the  Eighth  regiment  were  killed :  Lieuten- 
ants Foster  and  Farley.  Wounded :  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Murray;  Captains  M'Rill, Bradley  and 
Johnson ;  Lieutenants  Pierpe,  McBride,  Gibson, 
Dudley,  Good,  Stevens,  and  Weatherford. 

In  the  Seventh  regiment  were  killed:  Cap- 
tains Cocke  and  Perry.  Wounded :  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cummings ;  Adjutant  Waisburg,  Captain 
Gillett,  Stemmons,,  and  McGee;  Lieutenants 
Austin,  Anderson,  Weims,  Wight,  Strong,  Wall, 
Finley,  West,  €k)nce,  and  Bronaugh.  Colonel 
Lewis  captured. 

In  the  Tenth  reg^entwere^  wounded:  lieu- 
tenants Wright,  Baker,  and  Hanley.- 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  my  losses  in 
each  regiment,  battalion,  and  the  artillery  de- 
tachment : 

Seventh  regiment. .  Killed 17 

Wounded 126 

Missing........  54—197 

Eighth  regiment  ....Killed 14 

Wounded 82 

Missing 67—163 

Ninth  regiment.. ..Killed 7 

Wound'jd 63—  60 

Tenth  regiment . . .  .Killed 11 

Wounded 41 

Missing 237—289 

Pindall's  sharps'trs  ..Killed 9 

.Wounded 26 

Missing 8^  43 

Artillery  detach't.  .Killed 1 

Wounded 8 

Missing 3 —  12 

Totalloss 764 

BECAPITULATION. 

KiUed 59 

Wounded 336 

Missing 469—764 

It  wiU  thus  be  seen  that  every  regiment,  bat> 
talion  and  squad  of  my  brigade  was  actively 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  that  each  sustain- 
ed its  proportionate  of  the  heavy  losses  above 
reported — Captain  Tilden's  battery  not  having 
been  taken  into  action,  it  being  impracticable  to 
do  so  on  account  of  obstructions  in  the  line  of 
march. 

While  the  country  will  long  mourn  the  loss 
of  the  gallant  officers  and  men  who  fell  as  mar- 
tyrs to  our  cause,  the  historians  of  this  revolu- 
tion will  record  them  as  **  the  bravest  of  the 
brave."  For  their  gallant  comrades  who  lie 
now  disabled  from  their  wounds,  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  this  brigade  feel  the  deepest  solici- 
tude, and  cherish  me  hope  that  they  will  soon 
recover  and  return  to  their  commands,  to  give 
the  country  more  examples  of  unprecedented 
coolness  and  daring. 

To  mention  the  name  of  any  particular  officer 
or  soldier  as  having  distinguished  himself  for 
^jallantry  above  his  fellows,  would  be  to  do  in- 
justice ;  for  the  brigade,  as  a  whole,  has  fully  sus- 
tained its  well-earned  reputation,  and  given  ad- 
ditioiuJ  evidence  of  the  disinterested  devo- 
tion of  Missourians  to  the  cause  of  their  coun- 
try— showing,  as  heretofore,  that  they  are 
always  among  the  first  in  the  breach,  and  the 
last  to  leave  it.  I  am  indebted  to  my  Aids, 
Captain  Edwards  and  Lieutenant  Chesnut  for 
the  prompt  and  untiring  energy  with  which 
they  assisted  me  in  the  engagement  Major 
Monroe,  my  brigade  Quartermaster,  and  Major 
Ruthven,  my  brigade  Commissary,  deserve 
ereat  praise  for  the  activity  with  which  they 
discharged  the  duties  of  their  respective  de- 
partments.   Chief  Surgeon  Bear,  wiUi  the  rogi- 
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mental  augeons  and  their  assiBtantB,  were  on 
the  field,  and,  by  their  prompt  professional  at- 
tention to  the  wonnded,  saved  many  valuable 
lives.  A  report  in  detail  of  the  killed,  wonnded 
and  missing,  will  be  forwarded  at  an  earlj  day 
to  the  proper  department. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfoQy, 

M.  M.  Pabsonb, 

Brigadier-Ge&enl,  oommaadlog. 
Official: 

Thomas  L.  Snbad, 

ICaJor  ftnd  A.  A.  G. 

RKFOBT  OF  OKNEEIAL  HoRAE. 
HuDQUisTBBS  KgRib's  BsKum,  Jolj  14,  IMS. 

Mqhr  Thomas  L,  Snead,  ^Asistcmt  Adljuicml' 

Sfeneral,  Price's  Division : 

Major  :  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
action  of  my  brigade  in  the  assault  npon  tiie 
town  of  Helena,  on  the  fourth  instant : 

On  the  third  orders  were  issued  from  district 
headquarters  for  Qeneral  Parsons'  and  my  bri- 
gade to  assault  and  take  the  fort  upon 
Graveyard  Hill  at  daylight  upon  the  morn- 
ing of  the  fourth.  By  agreement,  General  Far- 
sons'  brigade  was  to  move  in  front  untQ  he  got 
into  position,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  rush  past 
the  fortification,  b;^  way  of  the  ravine  south 
of  the  Graveyard  Hill,  and  then  charge  the  fort 
in  reverse.  As  soon  as  General  Parsons  was  in 
position,  my  brigade  was  to  move  to  the  left 
and  charge  the  works  in  front,  simultaneously 
with  the  assault  to  be  made  bv  (General  Parsons. 
The  evening  before  the  assault  General  Parsons 
and  myself  had  been  furnished  with  five  guides. 
We  took  up  the  line  of  march  at  twelve  o'clock 
at  night  Three  of  these  guides  went  with 
Grenenil  Parsons.  I  also  sent  to  his  front  one 
company  of  sharpshooters,  under  command  of 
Gaptun  BiBcoe,  or  Hart's  regiment — Captain  Bis- 
coe  being  famiUar  with  the  country.  Before 
dayUght  our  column  was  halted,  to  wait  until 
the  other  attacking  columns  were  in  position. 
After  forming  into  columns  of  divisions,  we 
again  moved  on.  As  soon  as  the  enemy's  fire 
opened,  General  Parsons  sent  back  for  another 

fuide,  those  sent  with  him  having  deserted  him. 
sent  one,  and  the  one  who  remained  with  me 
shortly  after  left.  At  this  time  we  were  upon 
the  ridges,  three  in  number,  each  having  a  fort 
npon  it  and  firing,  and  in  appearance  were  ez- 
actiy  alike.  Here  I  halted  for  a  short  time,  in 
doubt  as  to  the  route.  Finding  the  correct 
route,  we  pushed  on  upon  the  crest  of  the  hill 
to  where?  the  timber  was  cleared  away  in  front 
of  the  rifle-pits,  and  then  crossed  to  the  north 
side  of  the  ridge,  and  moved  up  to  a  position 
that  I  thought  near  enough  to  make  a  charge ; 
but  between  my  position  and  the  work  that  was 
to  be  carried,  tiiere  was  a  deep  ravine,  just  in 
front  of  the  fort.  As  soon  as  me  command  was 
massed  into  position,  a  general  rush  was  made 
into  the  fort,  and  the  works  were  carried.  This 
assault  was  made  from  the  north.  The  enemy 
were  driven  from  the  works  and  pursued  into 


the  vene  of  the  town.  About  this  time  General 
Parsons^  brigade  entered  into  the  fort,  he  hav- 
ing charged  about  the  same  time  as  my  brigade, 
thus  rendering  the  capture  of  the  position  cer- 
tain ;  for,  had  our  assault  failed,  he  would  have 
been  so  close  that  we  could  not  have  failed. 
Here  I  would  state  that,  while  moving  along  tiie 
north  side  of  Graveyard  HiU,  my  command  was 
exposed  not  only  to  the  fire  of  the  fort  and  rifie- 
pits  in  front,  but  also  to  the  fort  north  of  Grave- 
yard Hill,  which  fort  was  not  attacked,  and  to 
whose  fire  my  command  was  exposed.  While 
moving  alon^,  I  discovered  a  battery  of  fields 
pieces  were  oeine  moved  to  the  rear,  so  as  to 
completely  enfilade  my  command,  and  being  in 

foint  blank  range  for  canister.  Before  marchiiis 
had  armed  Captain  Marshall's  company  of  arm* 
lery  with  muskets,  and  moved  it  along  in  rear  of 
my  column,  so  that  in  the  event  we  captured 
the  fort,  I  would  be  prepared  to  work  tiie  guns. 
I  now  was  compelled  to  use  this  company  as 
sharpshooters,  and  deployed  them,  ordering 
them  to  approach  as  close  as  possible  to  the 
battery  and  prevent  it  getting  into  position, 
which  they  accomplished  m  a  very  gallant  man- 
ner. As  soon  as  the  works  were  carried,  I  at 
once  returned  to  where  I  had  deployed  Mar- 
shall's company,  and  ordered  Capttun  Marshall 
to  call  his  men  and  take  charge  oi  the  guns  and 
work  them.  While  giving  these  orders  Lieu- 
tenant-General Holmes  rode  up  and  ordered  me 
at  once  to  the  assistance  of  General  Fagan,  who 
was  attacking  the  fort  upon  the  south  of  Grave- 
yard HiU.  I  at  once  went  to  the  fort  and  ordered 
my  officers  to  assemble  their  men ;  but,  belore 
they  were  able  to  do  so.  General  Holmes  again,  in 
a  peremptory  manner,  ordered  me  to  the  aaaiBt- 
ance  of  General  Fagan.  I  had  not  more  than 
two  hundred  men  with  me.  With  them  I 
charged  down  the  hill,  aiming  to  assault  the 
north  front  of  the  fort,  but  when  I  arrived  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill,  the  fire  of  tiie  enemy  was  so 
withering  that,  with  th^  force  I  had,  it  was  mad- 
ness to  attempt  to  scale  tiie  hill,  the  hollow  be- 
ing raked  by  artillery  situated  opposite  its 
mouth,  and  completely  enfiladed  with  rifle-pits, 
in  point  blank  range.  I  therefore  deployed  my 
men,  and  commenced  firing  upon  the  rifle-ptta 
and  works,  which  were  being  attacked  by  Gen- 
eral Fa^n,  aiming  to  make  as  great  a  diversion 
as  possible. 

I  remained  here  until  I  was  informed  that  the 
enemy  had  retaken  the  works  on  Graveyard 
Hill,  when  I  sent  Captain  Cobbs,  of  Hart*s  regi- 
ment, with  his  company,  to  General  Fagan,  and 
to  inform  him  that  I  was  unable  to  attack  the 
works  in  front,  being  now  exposed  to  fire  in 
rear,  as  well  as  flank.  I  crossed  over  the  nar- 
row ridge  in  front  of  the  fort  attacked  by  Gen- 
eral Fagan,  and  the  fire  was  so  great  and  sevens 
that  the  men  were  compelled  to  cross  this  ridge 
singly.  When  I  reached  the  cre^  of  the  hiU  1 
discovered  Greneral  Pagan's  men  in  a  rifle-pit  ir 
front  of  the  main  works,  and  they  seemed  tuo 
few,  even  reinforced  with  what  men  I  hak<i,  t<> 
accomplish  anything,  and  within  a  short  time  I 


D0C0MSSTT8. 


608 


them  rush  out  of  the  rifle-pits  into  a  deep 
gorge  immediately  in  their  rear.  Discovering 
the  enemy  moving  aronnd  the  crest  of  Uie  hill, 
«nd,  fearing  that  I  wonld  he  surrounded,  I  re- 
peated iato  the  ravine  hetween  the  two  forts 
attacked,  and  re-organized  what  command  I  had 
with  me,  and  then  moved  to  the  rear,  forcing 
every  straggler  that  I  foiuid  to  fall  into  the 
ranks.  The  first  field  officer  that  I  met  was 
Colonel  ELawthome,  at  some  hnts  where  some 
of  General  Fagan^s  wounded  were,  and  in  a 
short  time  General  Fagan  came  up.  After  mov- 
ing a  short  distance  from  here  I  met  General 
Holmes. 

I  must  here  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  information  concerning  the  localities, 
strength  of  the  enemy,  &c.,  was  very  erroneous. 
The  ground  over  which  we  moved  was  almost 
entirely  impassahle ;  the  crest  of  the  hiU  so 
narrow  that  it  would  have  heen  murder  to  have 
attempted  to  have  assaulted  alone  it ;  the  sides 
of  the  hill  full  of  gullies,  with  umost  perpen- 
dicnlar  sides,  and  that  covered  with  fallen  tim- 
ber, so  placed  as  most  to  impede  an  approach ; 
the  day  one  of  the  hottest;  our  column  not 
only  exposed  to  a  storm  of  shell,  hut  for  a  long 
'way  (say  six  hundred  vards)  to  a  fire  of  canis- 
ter and  grape,  front  ana  flank,  as  well  as  from 
sharp-shooters  from  rifle-pits,  which  were  placed 
by  the  enemy  to  protect  every  possihle  ap- 
proach. 

Under  all  this,  I  am  proud  to  say  that  my 
little  brigade  of  less  than  three  regiments,  and 
these  small,  moved  steadily,  without  faltering, 
upon  the  foe,  protected  by  fortifications  and 
artillery ;  and  tne  hill  up  which  the  final  rush 
was  made,  was  so  steep  and  slippery  that  it  was 
almost  impracticable.  For  all  tnat,  with  a  wild 
shout  they  rushed  up  .it,,  drove  the  concealed 
enemy  from  his  position,  and  seized  his  works. 

I  am  happy  and  proud  to  state  that  the  offi- 
cers and  men  in  my  brigade  did  their  whole 
dufy,  and  when  all  did  so  well  a  distinction  is 
difficult  As  for  my  field  officers — ^that  they  did 
their  duty,  it  needs  but  to  state  that,  of  nine 
who  went  into  the  battle,  six  were  wounded, 
two  mortally. 

Attention  i8>  called  to  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Colonel  Hart,  who  led  his  men  to  the  assault, 
and,  when  in  the  fort,  seized  one  of  tiie  enemy's 
guns  and  fired  it  against  them. 

Here  also  fell  mortally  wounded  Lieutenant 
W.  F.  Rector,  Adjutant  of  Hart's  regiment, 
whose  gallantry  and  undaunted  bravery  sig- 
nally distinguished  him  in  the  assault 

Major  Davie,  gallantly  leading  his  men,  feU 
shot  through  the  thigh  in  front  of  the  fort 

Captain  Robinson,  acting  Major,  feU  mortally 
wounded  in  front  of  his  men. 

There  also  fell  mortally  wounded  the  brave, 
the  zealous  Major  Martin,  of  Hart's  regiment,  as 
also  Major  Stephenson,  of  Causes  regiment 
There  also  fell  Uaptain  Garland,  of  Glenns  regi- 
ment; Lieutenant  Eppes,  of  Gfause's  regiment, 
than  whom  a  better  man  or  braver  soldier  has 
not  offered  up  his  life  during  tiie  war. 


Colonels  Glenn  and  Ganse  and  LieutenantOolr 
onels  Rogan  and  Hicks  deserve  special  mention 
for  the  cool  and  daring  manner  in  which  they 
led  their  men. 

Lieutenant  Crabtree,  of  Green's  regiment,  dis- 
played the  greatest  intrepidity. 

Sergeant  Champ,  Company  A,  of  Hart's  regi- 
ment, deserves  the  greatest  credit  for  gallantry, 
rushing  in  advance  of  his  regiment  in  the 
charee. 

Color-Sergeant  Garland,  of  Glenn's  regiment, 
also  deserves  special  mention.  He  advanced 
his  regimental  colors  to  the  front,  and  main- 
tained his  position  through  tiio  assault^  his 
colors  being  torn  into  ribbons. 

My  thanSs  are  due  my  staff  for  efficient  aid 
rendered  me  during  the  action,  especially  to 
lieutenant  John  McKoy,  my  A.  A.  I.  G. 

In  condttsion,  I  wiU  state  that  I  left  the  field 
without  orders.  Having  been  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Holmes  to  the  part  of  the  field  upon  which 
General  Fagan's  brigade  fought,  I  was  unable  to 
communicate  with  Major-General  Price,  but 
when  he  left  all  effort  upon  our  part  had  ceased.. 
Mv  loss  is  as  follows :  Alilled,  forty-six ;  wound- 
ed, one  hundred  and  sixty-eight ;  missing,  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three ;  total,  three  hundred 
and  forty-seven.  For  further  particulars  refer- 
ence is  made  to  list,  which  is  respectfully  sub* 
mitted. 

Respectfully, 

D.  McRab, 

Brlgadler-Q«nenL 

Official: 

Thomas  I/.  Sitead, 

IfiOor  and  A.  A.  O. 


BEPQBT  OF  GENERAL  FAGAK. 

BiADQUJJtRU  Seooiid  Brioads,  &a, 

CUxr  AT  SBABOT,  ARKA5848, 

July  21, 1863 


"■} 


Mqjor  TT.  B.  Blair,  A.  A,  A.  General,  Head- 
muxrters  District  of  Arkansas,  ^c  : 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows 
in  regard  to  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  the 
attacK  on  Helena,  upon  the  foiu'th  instant : 

On  the  evening  of  the  third  instant,  at  dark, 
I  ordered  Colonel  Brooks,  with  his  regiment,  one 
section  of  Etter's  battery  of  liglit  artillery,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  John  C.  Arnett,  and  three 
companies  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Captain 
Densen,  to  move  to  tiie  front  in  support  of  the 
cavalry,  then  within  three  miles  of  the  town  of 
Helena.  About  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  with 
the  three  remaining  regiments,  commanded  re- 
spectivelv  by  Colonels  King,  Hawthorne  and 
Bell,  and  Blocker's  battery  of  light  artillery, 
conmianded  by  Captain  W.  D.  Blocker,  I  moved 
forward  on  the  road  towards  Helena.  On  join- 
ing Colonel  Brooks,  where  the  old  hill  road 
leaves  the  Little  Rock  road,  I  ordered  him  to 
advance  at  once  with  his  command,«n  the  latter 
road,  to  attract  and  engage  the  attention  of  the 
enemy,  south  of  the  town,  and  hold  his  forces  in 
the  nne-pits  on  the  river.  At  the  same  time,  I 
ordered  Colonel  Hawthorne,  whose  regiment 
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was  in  advance,  to  lead  the  brigade  forward  on 
the  hill  road.  This  was  promptly  complied 
with,  and  the  brigade  moved  on  without  inter- 
ruption, until  within  one  mile  of  the  outer  works 
of  the  enemy.  At  this  point,  the  road  was  com- 
pletely filled  with  felled  timber,  the  largest  forest 
growth  intermingling  and  overlapping  its  whole 
length,  whilst  on  either  side  precipitous  and  im- 
passable ravines  were  found  runmng  up  even  to 
ihe  ver^  intrenchments  of  the  enemy.  It  was 
utterl;^  impossible  to  move  my  artillery  or  am- 
munition train  along  this  road;  the  obstacles 
were  so  great,  indeed,  that  I  was  under  tUe  ne- 
cessity of  directing  every  officer  of  my  command 
to  dismount,  and  proceed  on  foot — a  dire  neces- 
sity, whicfi  subsequent  events  gave  occasion 
seriously  to  deplore.  After  crawline  through 
the  interstices  of  the  closely  jutting  limbs  and 
boughs,  and  climbing  over  me  thickly  matted 
timber,  for  one  mile,  my  line  of  skirmishers,  who 
had  been  ordered  by  me  not  to  fire,  came  within 
sight  of  the  enemy.  I  went  to  ^e  front,  and 
could  plainly  see  that  the  enemy  was  on  the 
alert,  and  evidently  e:q)ectine  and  awaiting  an 
attack.  The  order  of  ^e  Lieutenant-General 
commanding  was  to  assault  the  fortifications 
with  the  several  attacking  columns,  precisdv  at 
daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth.  Not 
having  been  apprised  of  the  obstructions  in  the 
road,  I  made  no  arrangements  to  remove  them. 
The  limited  time  to  daylight  would  not  allow  of 
an  attempt  even  to  take  my  artillery  along.  It 
was  ordered  to  remain  in  tiie  road,  where  the 
obstructions  were  first  met  with.  To  conform 
to  orders,  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  move  with 
the  utmost  celerity.  Freeing  myself  of  every- 
thing except  my  column  of  infantry,  I  pushed 
forward  with  aU  the  haste  in  my  power. 

At  daylight  I  reached  and  attacked  the  enemy 
in  his  works.  Colonel  Hawthorne  being  in  aa- 
vance,  was  hurried  rapidly  into  line  on  3ie  right 
of  the  road,  which  led  directly  up  to  the  fort  on 
Hindman*s  Hill.  He  at  once  engaged  the  enefiiy, 
who  occupied  their  extreme  or  outer  line  of 
rifle-pits.  Bell's  regiment  emerged  next  from 
the  confused  mass  of  felled  timber,  and  coming 
up  was  also  double-quicked  into  line  on  the  left 
of  the  road,  engaging  as  they  came  into  position 
the  intrenched  forces  of  the  enemy,  over  against 
them.  King's  regiment  brought  up  the  rear. 
He  rapidly  threw  nis  men  into  position,  and  was 
ordered  by  me  immediately  to  tiie  support  of 
(Colonel  Hawthorne.  My  entire*  force  was  now 
engaged.  The  assault  upon  the  rifle-pits  was 
made  from  both  the  right  and  left  of  tne  road. 
Never  did  men  behave  with  greater  steadiness 
and  gallaatry  than  did  the  troops  of  those  three 
regiments.     Over  the  heavy  timber,  the  deep 

gorges,  and  the  precipitous  banks,  they  movecf. 
ver  opposite  to  them  ran  the  long  line  of  forti- 
fications, towards  which  they  moved  with  eager, 
anxious  steps.  Cowering  behind  their  strong 
works,  the  enemy  beheld  their  advance  with 
consternation.  Still  on  they  moved,  unhesitat- 
ingly, amid  the  "  leaden  rain  and  iron  haU."  The 
gorge  is  passed,  the  ascent  of  the  steep  acclivity 


is  nearly  gained,  the  red  line  of  rifle-pits  looms 
up  clearly  amid  the  uncertain  light  and  haee  of 
dawn.     W  ith  a  shout  of  triumph  they  rush  to* 
wards  it,  and  Hie  enemy  are  driven  peU-mdl 
from  one  row  of  the  rifle-pits  to  another.    Cp  to 
this  time  there  had  been  no  attack  at  any  otiier 
point    Daybreak  had  come  and  gone,  and  still 
the  guns  of  my  brigade  and  tSiose  of  the  enemy 
were  the  oidy  ones  that  interrupted  the  sttUness 
of  the  morning.    Owing  to  this  my  brigade  was 
exposed  to  a  constaut  and  gallingenfilading  firs 
from  the  works  on  Graveyard  HilL    This  ex- 
posure, combined  with  the  close  and  constant 
nre  in  our  front,  was  most  tryine  to  the  men. 
Their  numbers  were  being  rapimy  decimated, 
not  only  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  but  by  ex- 
treme exhaustion,  occasioned  by  their  soeding 
the  steepest  of  hills,  made  almost  impassable  by 
quantities  of  timber  cut  down,  which  was  of 
itself  an  almost  insurmountable  barrier  to  our 
advance.    We  reached  and  took  possession  of 
the  fourth  tier  of  rifle-pits.    Now  it  was  that 
the  column  commanded  by  Major-General  Price 
(Parsons'  and  McRae's  brigaaesL  charged  the 
works  on  Graveyard  Hill,  gallantly  driving  tiie 
enemy  before  tnom,  and  taking  possession  of 
their  fortifications  and  artillery.  There  remained 
yet  one  row  of  intrenchments  between  my  bri- 
gade and  the  fort  on  Hindman^s  HilL    I  ordered 
a  charge.  My  men,  though  thoroughly  exhausted 
and  worn,  answered  with  a  shout,  and  sprarig 
forward  most  gallantly.    This  being  the  inner 
and  last  line  of  works  between  us  and  the  ene- 
my, of  course  was  defended  with  great  stub- 
bornness.   It  was  of  no  avail.    My  nien  sprang 
forward  bravely  and  defiantly,  and,  after  a  severe 
contest,  succeeded  in  driving  out  the  enemy, 
who  fled,  crowding  back  into  the  frowning  fort, 
and  under  cover  of  its  heavy  guns.    The  fort 
yet  remains  to  be  taken.    Of  all  the  many  obsta- 
cles and  threatening  fortifications  that  opposed 
our  advance  that  mom,  there  only  remained  the 
fort    All  other  obstacles,  natural  and  artificial, 
had  been  overcome — ^rugged  and  almost  impass- 
able ravines — ^the  steepest  and  most  broken  hill- 
sides, abcUiSf  and  line  after  line  of  breastworks, 
had  been  passed  and  left  behind.     Before  tis 
there  only  remained  the  fort,  and  the  plain  on 
which  it  was  built     Notwithstanding  the  re- 
duced condition  of  my  command  and  tlie  ex- 
haustion of  those  yet  remaining,  I  ordered  a 
charge  upon  the  fort    My  Colonels,  King.  Haw- 
thorne, and  Bell,  did  aU  in  their  power    to 
encourage  the  men  to  the  attack.    The  effort 
was  made,  but  the  prostrate  condition  of  my 
command  prevented  success,  and  after  losing  in 
the  attempt  several  gallant  officers  and  many 
brave  men,  I  formed  again  in  rear  of  the  inner 
line  of  rifle-pits,  whilst  the  guns  of  the  fixt  con- 
tinued to  pour  forth  a  furious  fire. 

It  was  now  vereiug  on  eleven  o  clock  in  the 
day.  More  than  tiiree  hours  before,  the  ^uns  on 
Graveyard  Hill  had  been  taken  by  our  triiaKla, 
and  there  seemed  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  their 
victorious  march.  Eagerly  did  we  look  to  0e« 
their  column  coming  to  our  aid,  and  at  first  -with 
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the  most  nndoubtiag  hope  and  confidence,  but 
less  confidently  as  honr  after  hour  wore  on,  and 
still  thej  made  not  their  appearance.  Time 
wore  on,  the  pleaaant  morning  deepened  into 
the  sultriest  and  hottest  of  days.  The  thinned 
ranks  of  my  regiments  became  thinner  and  thin- 
ner each  moment  The  guns  of  the  enemy  (not 
more  than  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  mty 
yards  distant)  were  telline  sadly  against  us, 
whilst  the  heat,  the  want  ofwater,  and  the  toil, 
^were  no  mean  auxiliaries.  Still,  the  brave  men 
left  stood  manfully  up  to  the  discharge  of  their 
duty.  At  this  time,  written  orders  were  re- 
ceived from  Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  direct- 
ing that  I  withdraw  my  troops  from  the  field, 
and  fall  back  to  Allan  rolk's  fsix  miles  in  the 
rear).  We  retired  from  the  field,  and  fell  back 
slowly  to  that  point  It  was  in  the  last  assault 
upon  the  fort  that  Major  Cocke,  of  Hawthorne's 
regiment,  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  shoul- 
der. I  would  make  especial  mention  of  this 
brave  and  accomplished  officer-^his  daring  was 
conspicuous  throughout  the  engagement 

Here,  also,  the  much  beloved  Captain  Walton 
Watkins,  whilst  most  gallantly  leading  his  com- 
pany over  the  enemy's  works,  fell  It  has  never 
been  my  lot  to  witness  more  gallantry  and  more 
determined  courage  than  displayed  by  this 
youne  officer  on  tlukt  day.  We  mourn  the  loss 
of  ot£er  brave  and  true  officers  who  fell  during 
the  engagement 

Of  the  conduct  of  my  Colonels,  too  much 
praise  cannot  be  said.  Brooks,  Kin^,  Hawthorne, 
and  Bell,  each  s(nd  every  one,  did  his  whole 
duly.  Brooks'  command  being  on  the  lower 
road,  was  not  immediately  under  my  eye,  but  of 
the  part  taken  by  him  I  respectfully  refer  you 
to  his  report  He  succeedea  entirely  in  carry- 
ing out  the  orders  he  received  to  the  letter. 
His  report  will  show  the  number  of  prisoners 
captured  by  him,  as  well  as  the  amotmt  of  prop- 
erty taken  and  brought  from  the  field,  or 
destroyed. 

The  position  assigned  to  Colonel  King  threw 
him  perhaps  on  that  ground  most  difficult  of 
all  to  get  over.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  deter- 
mined character  of  this  brave  young  Colonel, 
his  reeiment,  perhaps,  would  not  have  been  ad- 
vanced over  all  the  difficulties  he  met  with. 

Major  Dillard  and  Adjutant  Bourne,  of  same 
regiment  (King's),  deserve  much  praise  for  the 
assistance  they  rendered  Colonel  King. 

Colonel  Hawthorne  was  constantly  at  the 
front,  cheering  his  men  on  from  one  success  to 
another.  When  orders  came  from  Lieutenant- 
Gkoeral  Holmes  to  abandon  the  field,  Colonel 
Hawthorne  remained  with  a  small  number  of 
his  men,  engaging  the  enemy,  until  the  last  of 
^e  army  had  left  the  field,  and  retired  beyond 
the  high  hills  which  lay  between  them  and 
danger. 

Colonel  Bell  and  LieutenantColonel  Johnson, 
same  regiment,  vrith  a  large  number  of  his  offi- 
cers and  over  one  hundred  of  his  men,  were 
captured  by  the  enemy,  in  an  attempt  to  enter 


the  fort  from  the  south  side.  The  loss  of  Col- 
onel Ben  is  a  serious  one  to  us.  It  affords  me 
pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  his  distinguished 
gallantry  and  daring. 

Major  BlackwelT  (Bell's  regiment)  was  in* 
trusted  b^  me  with  an  important  part  on  the 
field,  and  is  entitled  to  my  thanks  tor  the  suc- 
cessful manner  in  which  he  performed  it 

Major  B.  T,  Duval,  Quartermaster  on  my  staff, 
is  entitled  to  mv  thanks  for  his  constant  atten- 
tion to  every  du^  on  the  march  from  Little 
Rock.  He  was  with  me  on  the  field,  and,  by  his 
coolness  and  good  judgment,  was  enabled  to 
render  me  important  assistance  up  to  the  time 
of  the  vrithdrawal  of  my  troops  from  the  field. 

Captain  Wyatt  C.  Thomas,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  brigade,  was,  as  usual,  at  his 
post  The  conduct  of  this  young  officer  has 
often  before  won  for  him  ^  honorable  mention." 
On  this  field,  he  was  constantly  with,  and  cheer- 
ing the  troops  forward.  His  bravery  and  gal- 
lantry justify  especial  mention. 

My  Aid-de-Camp,  Captain  Albert  Belding,  al- 
ways eager  to  discharge  every  duty,  was  sent 
by  me  at  daylight,  with  important  orders  to  Col- 
onel Brooks,  some  distance  from  me  on  my 
right  I  was  consequently  deprived  of  the  valu- 
able assistance  his  quickness  and  daring  so  well 
qualify  him  to  render  on  the  field. 

Captain  John  B.  Howell,  my  Ordnance  Officer, 
was  ordered  to  remain  constantly  with  his  am- 
munition train,  which,  as  above  stated,  had  to  be 
left  in  the  rear.  This  deprived  me  of  the  im- 
mediate services  of  this  gallant  officer. 

The  officers  of  mv  stan.  Major  B.  F.  Fall,  bri- 
gade Commissary ;  Mr.  James  H.  Tucker  volun- 
teer Aid-de-Camp,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Paul,  acting  In- 
spector-General, are  all  entitled  to  my  thanks 
for  the  assistance  rendered  me  during  the  en- 
gagrement 

The  aggre^te  force  engaged  against  Fort 
Hindman  andf  the  de£dnces  in  front  of  it,  was 
thirteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

I  have,  Major,  the  honor  to  be, 
With  much  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  F.  Fagak, 

Brigadier-G«iieraL. 

BEPOBT  OF  COLONEL  KINO. 

HiiOQUJumaai  Kivo'a  Rm3i»T  Abkar&ui  IxwAwnj,  \ 
Cam?  At  Sbarct,  July  22,  1863.     / 

Ccmkdn  Wt/ait  G,  Thomas: 

DIB :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in  the 
late  battle  fought  at  Helena,  on  the  fourth  in- 
stant: 

On  the  night  of  the  third  instant  I  took  up 
the  line  of  march  at  eleven  o'clock,  taking  the 
road  leading  to  Helena ;  and  when  within  about 
ten  miles  of  that  place,  I,  with  Colonels  Haw- 
thorne and  Bell,  lea  by  General  Fagan,  took  the 
road  leading  into  town  b^  the  way  of  Hindman 
HilL  When  arriving  within  about  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile  of  the  nill,  we  found  the  road  so 
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blockaded  by  fallen  timber  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  anything  bat  inlkntiy  to  pass,  and  it  was 
with  great  dimcnlty  that  the  men  conld  get 
through  it  at  all  by  the  time  I  got  my  regi- 
ment to  the  open  road,  skirmishing  commenced 
by  Colonel  Hawthorne,  who  was  moving  in 
front  I  immediately  moved  my  regiment  up  at 
a  double-ouick,  arriving  at  the  scene  of  action 
4bout  da^ight  I  was  immediately  ordered  by 
General  ragan  to  take  position  on  the  right  of 
Colonel  Hawthorne,  who  had  formed  Ime  of 
battle,  and  was  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in 
the  rifle-pits,  which  were  immediately  in  front 
of  us.  1  moved  my  regiment  as  ordered,  taking 
position  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  overlooking  the 
town,  where  I  was  exposed  to  a  galling;  fire  from 
the  enemy's  rifle-pits  or  breastworks,  which 
were  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  front 
of  us.  By  the  time  I  got  my  men  well  up  and 
in  line,  I  received  an  oraer  from  General  ragan 
to  charge  the  works  in  front  of  me,  which  I  old ; 
but,  as  you  yourself  know,  the  eround  was  so 
very  rough  that  it  was  impossible  to  move  rap- 
idlv.  Auer  scrambling  over  and  under  the 
fallen  timber,  across  a  ravine,  that  I  would  at 
any  other  time,  or  under  any  other  circum- 
stances, have  considered  impossible  to  make  mv 
way  through,  and  at  last  up  the  side  of  a  hiu 
that  was  so  steep  that  the  men  had  to  pull  them- 
selves up  by  the  bushes,  we  reachea  the  first 
line  of  breastworks,  and  drove  the  enemy  back. 
Here  we  were  met  with  a  terrific  fire,  not  only 
from  the  inner  line  of  works  and  an  enfilading 
fire  from  our  left,  but  from  the  fort  on  the  hill 
in  front  of  us,  near  Hlndman's  house,  which 
was  about  two  hundred  yards  distant  from  us, 
and  also  from  the  battery  on  what  is  known  as 
Gravevard  Hill. 

In  this  position  we  kdpt  up  a  heavy  fire,  mov- 
ing forward  from  one  line  of  works  to  another, 
until  we  reached  tiie  inner  line  of  tiie  enemy, 
taking  refuge  in  their  forts.  I  then  received  an 
order  from  General  Fagan  to  send  a  small  force 
round  to  the  right  of  my  position,  to  see  that 
the  enemy  did  not  flank  us ;  also,  to  move  my 
regiment  to  the  left,  where  I  found  Colonel 
Hawthorne,  with  his  regiment  and  a  portion  of 
Colonel  BelFs,  behind  me  last  line  of  works, 
which  was  about  one  hundred  yards  from  the 
first  line.  Here  it  was  we  found  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  oiur  men  to  go  further.  Many  of 
them  had  been  left  so  exhausted  that  they  could 
notgo  on. 

Wlule  in  this  situation.  General  Fagan  order- 
ed me  to  take  the  fort,  but  the  men  were  so  ex- 
hausted that  most  of  them  were  unfit  for  further 
service. 

We  remained  behind  the  breastworks,  keep- 
ing up  a  steady  fire  &t  the  fort,  imtil  about  eleven 
o'dock  A.  K.,  atwhidi  time  we  were  ordered  off 
the  field. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  most  of  my 
officers  and  men  throu^out  the  fight,  particu- 
larly of  the  gallant  Mtyor  Dilhird  and  Adjutant 
Bourne,  who  were  in  every  charge,  and  cheering 
the  men  on  at  all  times. 


My  loss  was  as  follows :  twelve  killed,  tortt' 
six  wounded,  and  twenty  missing. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Kino, 

OoloDel,  oommuMUng  BegimeuL 
REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BBOOEa 


HBADQUABnn  Bbooeb*  RaminiT,  > 

Gaxp  joub  Oonov  Fijurr,  Joly  10, 1863.  J 

Ckniain  WyaU  C,  Thomat,  AasisUoU  AofjnkaO' 

thneral  Second  Brigade  : 

Caftain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing as  the  part  taken  bv  my  command  in  the 
engagement  of  the  fourth  mstant  at  Helena : 

At  dusk  on  the  third,  in  compliance  with  in- 
structions from  Brigadier-Genenu  Fagan,  I  mo  v^ 
forward  with  my  regiment  and  one  section  of 
Etter's  li^ht  artillery,  Lieutenant  J.  C.  Amett 
commandmg,  to  the  support  of  the  cavalry,  then 
within  three  miles  of  tne  enemy. 

At  half-past  one  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  morning 
of  the  foiurth,  I  received  orders  from  Brigadier^ 
Crenoral  Fagan,  to  advance  on  the  Littie  Rock 
road  with  my  regiment,  Captains  Denson's,  Mil- 
ler's and companies  of  cavabry,  and  the 

section  of  artillery ;  make  a  feint  on  the  south 
of  Helena ;  attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy  in 
that  direction,  hold  the  force  in  the  rifle-pits 
south  of  the  town,  and  operate  otherwise  as  I 
could. 

Before  reaching  Beech  Grove,  I  withdrew  tiio 
cavalry  advance,  and  deploying  skirmishers,  met 
the  enemy's  infantry  and  cavurv  pickets  at  day- 
break. A  sharp  skirmish  ensued,  m  which  three 
of  the  enemy  were  killed  and  six  captured.  The 
company  of  cavalry  in  position  on  the  right  of 
the  line  of  skirmishers  received  a  fire  whidi 
killed  three  horses.  Moving  forward  to  the  ne- 
gro quarters,  I  found  them  abandoned,  the  occu- 
paints  having  fled  to  the  town  at  the  first  alann. 
Eight  negroes  were  taken  and  sent  to  the  rear. 
Shortiy  afterwards  I  reached  the  hill  at  the 
Clements  House,  and  placed  my  command  in 
position,  advanced  skirmishers  well  to  the  front 
and  right,  extending  nearly  to  the  river.  The 
enemy  soon  openea  with  a  rifled  battray  from 
the  left  of  the  rifle-pits  next  to  the  levee,  but 
without  doing  any  injury.  Immediately  the 
^nboat  commenced  firing,  one  shell  exploded 
m  Captain  Benson's  company,  wounding  three 
men,  and  killing  three  horses.  Captain  Blocker 
reported  to  me  with  his  battery,  but  a  position 
for  it  could  not  be  obtained.  I  moved  Etter's 
section  to  the  hill,  and  upon  gaining  tiie  smn> 
mit  it  was  foimd  impracticable  to  use  but  one 
piece.  This  opened  briskly,  drawing  a  terrific 
fire  from  the  battery  and  gunboat,  and  after  ex- 
pending tiiirteen  rounds  Ldeutenant  Anett  was 
compelled  to  withdraw.  About  eleven  o'clock, 
I  ozdered  Lieutenant  E.  T.  Delony  upon  the  hill 
with  the  gun.  The  range  of  tiie  enemy's  guns 
was  so  accurate,  and  the  fire  so  furious,  that  he 
retired  after  firing  eight  rounds.  The  force  ia 
front  and  on  the  right  was  fioUy  three  times  as 
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large  as  mine.  An  advance  to  attack  the  enemy 
in  the  rifle-pits  would  have  subjected  my  small 
command  to  the  heavy  guns  of  Fort  Curtis,  a 
light  battery  in  the  rear  of  the  works,  an  en- 
filading fire  from  the  rifled  battery,  and  an  attack 
in  flank  and  rear  from  the  levee.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  deemed  it  best  to  hold  that 
force  of  the  enemy  in  check,  and  prevent  him 
from  reinforcing  his  most  importsmt  points  of 
defence,  and  by  the  use  of  a  six-pounder  {not 
being  able  to  bring  more  than  one  piece  mto 
position)  divert  as  much  as  possible,  the  fire  of 
the  battery  and  gunboat  from  the  attacldng 
columns.    In  this  I  was  entirely  successfuL 

At  twelve  o'clock  m.,  I  received  orders  from 
BrigadierOcneral  Fagan  to  retire,  and,  subse- 
qnently,  instructions  fronf  Lieutenant-General 
Holmes  to  halt  at  a  designated  position,  as  the 
rear  guard  of  the  army.  By  my  direction,  Gap- 
tain  Denson's  company  applied  the  torch  to  the 
negro  quarters,  which  were  consumed,  together 
with  five  thousand  pounds  of  bacon,  fifteen  hun- 
dred bushels  of  com,  and  a  quantity  of  commis- 
sary stores  and  clothing. 

Dnring  the  entire  morning  the  demonstrations 
of  the  enemy  behind  the  levee  were  of  a  ^eat- 
ening  character.  Captain  Denson^  commanding 
cavwy  detachment,  rendered  efficient  service 
in  counteracting  his  movements  and  protecting 

my  right  flank. :-,  of  his  company, 

distinguished  himself  in  the  capture  of  thr^e 
prisoners. 

I  brought  off  nine  prisoners,  eight  negroes, 
five  mules,  one  horse  and  equipments,  one  am- 
bulance and  team,  and  a  small  lot  of  clothing  and 
canteens. 

Companies  6  and  K  (skirmishers],  commanded 
respectively  by  Captains  F.  R.  Earie  and  Arkan- 
sas Wilson,  deserve  especial  mention  for  the 
steadiness  with  which  they  advanced,  drove  the 
enemy  before  them,  and  maintained  their  posi- 
tions under  a  heavy  artillery  fire. 

Lieutenant^lonel  Gunter  and  Major  Petti- 
grew  were  constantly  at  their  posts  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties. 

The  only  casualty  in  my  regiment  was  private 
A.  C.  Peck,  Company  B,  severely  wounded  in 
the  chest 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Brooks, 

OdIqd^,  oommaadlng, 

BE70RT  OF  OOLONEL  BELL'S  REGDIENT. 

CUmp  Batov  DbViiw,  July  10,1868. 

Ccmtain  Thomas: 

Captaih  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  my  report 
of  the  part  taken  by  BelFs  regiment  in  the  en- 
gagement of  the  fomrlh  instant  at  Helena.  We 
moved  for  half  a  mile  at  double-quick,  passing 
through  brush  and  logs,  with  which  the  road 
was  bfockaded,  and  approached  in  view  of  He- 
lena at  half-past  four  o'clock  a.  v.,  taking  our 
position  on  Colonel  Hawthorne's  left  in  line  of 
battle,  and  commenced  firing  on  the  enemy  in 


front  The  enem^  threatened  to  flank  us  on  the 
left,  when  Captams  Hurley's  and  Don^dson's 
companies  were  detached  and  thrown  out  to  en- 
gage him,  under  my  command,  to  protect  our 
left  flank.  The  regiment  then  advanced  over  the 
first  hilL  Here  Captains  Pleasants  and  Smith 
were  wounded,  and  many  men  killed  and  wound- 
ed. The  ground  at  this  point  was  almost  im- 
passable, and  the  whole  road  and  deep  ravine 
full  of  timber,  over  which  I  scattered  my  men, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  keep  in  line ;  but  we 
succeeded  in  getting  through,  after  remaining 
in  the  timber  and  hollows  nearly  two  hours  un- 
der a  heavy  fire,  and  made  a  charge,  when,  the 
enemy  giving  way,  we  entered  the  riflo-'pits. 
Here  many  of  our  men  fell,  perfectly  exhausted, 
from  over-heat 

^  At  this  point  the  firing  ceased  on  our  left,  in- 
dicating that  our  forces  had  been  called  off.  The 
enemy,  seeing  our  condition,  rushed  upon  and 
surrounded  us,  and  compelled  many  of  our  offi- 
cers and  men  to  surrender. 

The  detachment  under  my  command  advanced 
over  two  ravines  and  up  the  hill  fronting  and 
nearest  to  the  intrenchments  and  fort,  about 
three  hundred  paces  distant,  which  posiUon  we 
held  about  two  hours,  keeping  up  a  constant  fire 
until  the  ammunition  was  exhausted. 

About  that  time  Colonel  Hawthorne,  on  our 
right,  ordered  a  charge  on  the  intrenchments. 
I  called  on  my  men  to  join  in  the  charge,  which, 
with  the  exception  of  Captain  Donaldson  and 
part  of  his  company,  followed,  and  in  about 
twenty  minutes  we  reached  the  intrdbchments, 
where  I  remained,  awaiting  ammunition,  which 
I  had  sent  for,  until  I  was  ordered  to  fall  back. 

My  men,  with  few  exceptions,  acted  well.  I 
will  mention  the  names  of  Lieutenant  Porter,  of 
Company  B,  Lieutenant  Thompson,  Sergeant 
Lowry,  and  private  Dance,  of  Company  A^  as 
actii^  with  marked  braverv.  The  loss  of  the 
detachment  was  two  killed,  six  wounded,  and 
thirty  missing.  The  regiment  entered  the  fight 
with  an  aggregate  of  four  hundred  and  thiriy- 
two ;  the  entire  loss  was  two  hundred  and  sev- 
enteen. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  above  as  my  report 
of  the  part  taken  by  Bell's  regiment  in  the  en- 
gagement of  the  fourth  instant  at  Helena. 

T.  H.  Blacenall. 

If^jor,  oommandlng  Bell's  Beglmeat 

BEPORI  OF  COLOIIEL  HAWTHOBN& 

HiADQUAiexnai  HAvnoBint^  Rwumiiit, 
Camp  2nus  Batov  ObVikw. 


BIT,) 


Ju]y0,l&88, 

CapUxin  W.  G.  Thomas^  A,  A,  General: 

Bib:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade 
headquarters,  I  have  tho  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part,  mv  regiment  took 
in  the  action  at  Helena,  on  the  fourth  instant : 

At  eleven  o'clock  p.  M.,  on  the  night  of  the 
third,  we  left  our  encampment,  six  miles  from 
Helena,  and  marched  to  take  up  our  positions  in 
front  of  the  intrenchments,  my  regiment  being 
in  the  advance.    Ths  road  over   which  we 
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passed  (known  as  the  Hill  road,  from  Little 
Ilock  to  Helena)  was  extremely  rugged,  and  it 
was  not  without  considerable  dimculty,  and 
great  fatigue  to  the  men,  that  we  succeeded  in 
getting  within  one  mile  of  the  enemy's  intrench- 
mcnts.  At  this  point  I  found  the  road  blockaded 
With  fellen  timber  to  such  an  extent,  that  I  halted 
the  brigade,  of  which  I  was  temporarily  in  com- 
mand^ sent  Captain  Millar's  company,  which  had 
been  m  advance,  to  the  rear,  and  sent  forward 
Captain  P.  G.  Roper's  company  (A.),  deployed  as 
skirmishers.  General  Fagan  now  arrived  at  the 
head  of  the  column,  and  ordering  all  the  field 
and  staff  officers  to  dismount,  we  moved  for- 
ward as  rapidly  as  possible  towards  the  intrench- 
ments — the  s^rmishers  deployed  on  either  side 
of  the  road,  keeping  well  in  advance  of  the 
main  body.  At  five  minutes  past  four  o'clock  a. 
M.,  my  skirmishers  reported  the  enemv  in  sight 
By  order  of  General  Fagan  I  moved  my  regi- 
ment in  double-quick  by  the  right  flank,  alone 
the  crest  of  a  hill  running  at  right  angles  wiu 
the  road,  and  parallel  with  the  enemy's  first  line 
of  intrenchments ;  and,  without  haltmg,  so  soon 
as  mv  left  had  passed  the  road  I  moved  by  the 
left  flank  in  line  of  battle  towards  the  enemy. 
Without  waiting  for  the  other  regiments  of  the 
brigade  to  form,  I  ^ave  the  order  to  charge, 
which  was  respond  el  to  by  loud  shouts  along 
my  entire  line.  The  men  dashed  down  the 
steep  declivity  amid  a  perfect  storm  of  btiHets, 
climoed  step  by  step  over  vast  piles  of  fallen 
timber,  up  the  rugged  sides  of  almost  perpen- 
dicular hills,  and  hnally,  after  unheard-of  toil 
and  fatigue,  scaled  the  opposing  height  and 
drove  the  enemy  in  consternation  from  their 
first  line  of  defences.  Here  I  waited  to  recruit 
my  men,  whose  strength  was  very  much  ex- 
hausted, and  to  give  Colonel  Bell  time  to  form 
his  regiment  and  move  up  on  my  left  As  soon 
as  Colonel  Bell  informed  me  that  he  was  ready, 
our  two  regiments  moved  forward  together,  and 
after  encountering  and  overcoming  obstacles 
similar  to  and  even  greater  than  those  in  front 
of  the  first  line  of  rifle-pits,  drove  the  enemy 
out  and  took  po3seBsion  of  their  second  line. 
Colonel  King  had,  by  order  of  General  Fagan, 
under  a  heavy  and  constant  fire,  and  after  almost 
superhuman  exertions,  placed  his  regiment  two 
or  three  hundred  yards  beyond  my  extreme 
right,  partly  in  rear  of  the  enemy's  third  line  of 
intrenchments,  and  nearly  at  right  angles  with 
the  position  occupied  by  Colonel  Bell's  regiment 
and  mine.  I  sent  a  courier  to  communicate  with 
him,  who  returned  with  the  gratifying  intelli- 
gence that  his  regiment  was  in  position,  and 
was  ready  and  anxious  to  charge  the  enemy. 
The  three  regiments  now  moved  forward  wiQi 
a  shout,  and,  nc^withstanding  the  steep  hill- 
sides, covered  with  immense  masses  of  fallen 
timber,  up  and  oVer  which  we  had  to  climb, 
and  notwithstanding  the  perfect  hail-storm  of 
bullets  which  assailed  us  at  every  step,  we  soon 
drove  the  enemy  out  of  his  third  line  of  defence. 
We  soon  rallied  our  exhausted  troops,  re-formed 
our  broken  lines^  and  again  charged  the  enemy. 


driving  him  from  his  fourtilL  line  of  intrench- 
ments. It  was  now  about  seven  o'clock  a.  x. 
My  regiment  had  been  hotly  engaged  for  nearly 
tliree  hours.  The  men  were  completely  ex- 
haustod.  Numbers  had  fainted  from  excessive 
heat  and  fatigue.  Many  had  been  killed  and 
wounded,  and  a  large  majority  in  each  of  our 
three  regiments  wei*e  utterly  unable  to  fight  any 
longer.  We  began  to  be  discouraged.  From 
the  very  commencement  of  the  actiou  we  had 
beenUstening  for  the  guns  of 'Generals  Price, 
Marmaduke,  and  Walker,  but  thus  far  we  had 
listened  in  vayi.  Every  brigade  except  ours 
had  failed  to  attack  at  daylight,  as  ordered. 
Even  the  very  guns  on  Graveyard  Hill  were 
wheeled  around  and  directed  against  our  lines, 
which  they  swept  again  and  again  from  one  end 
to  the  other  wiu  grape  and  canister. 

Just  at  this  moment  the  scene  changed. 
Heavy  and  rapid  volleys  of  musketry  were 
heard  on  our  left  General  Fagan  announced 
to  us  that  our  friends  were  storming  Graveyard 
Hill,  and  ordered  us  to  move  forward  at  once. 
Our  men  responded  with  a  shout,  dashed  down 
into  the  deep  ravine,  climbed  the  steep  sides  of 
the  opposite  hill,  and  just  as  the  noble  brigades 
of  Parsons  and  McBae  swept  in  triumph  across 
the  face  of  Graveyard  Hill,  curove  tlie  enemy  from 
his  fifth  and  last  line  of  rifle-pits  back  to  his 
forts,  and  mider  cover  of  his  siege  gims.  An 
attempt  was  now  made  by  General  Fagan  to 
capture  the  fort  on  Hindman's  Hill,  which  was 
immediately  in  our  front.  But  our  men  were 
too  much  exhausted  and  our  numbers  too  few. 
The  attack  was  unsuccessful,  and  resulted  in 
the  death  and  capture  of  many  valuable  officers 
and  men.  It  was  here  that  Captain  Walton 
Watkins,  commanding  Company  D,  of  my  regi- 
ment, was  killed,  while  gallantly  leading  this 
last  and  most  desperate  charge.  His  conduct 
throughout  the  engagement  had  been  chivalrous  * 
and  manly,  so  much  so  as  to  attract  universal 
attention  and  admiration.  Here,  also,  I  lost  the 
services  of  Major  John  B.  Cocke,  who  was  se- 
verely wounded  and  compelled  to  retire  from 
the  field.  It  afibrds  me  much  pleasure  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  coolness,  courage,  and  efficiency 
of  this  gallant  officer.  His  services  throughout 
that  desperate  fight  were  invaluable,  and  his 
absence  was  most  keenly  and  sensibly  felt 
Lieutenants  Richard  8haadock,  Hinson,  Hain- 
ard,  and  Thompson,  were  killed  while  bravely 
fighting  at  their  posts. 

But  to  return  to  the  fight:  Graveyard  HiH 
was  evacuated  soon  after  it  was  taken.  The 
other  positions  to  the  left  of  that  hill,  that  were 
to  have  been  taken  at  daylight,  had  not  evto) 
been  attacked.  The  firing  had  ceased  at  all 
points  except  the  firing  of  our  brigade,  and 
that  of  our  enemies  directed  against  us.  This 
latter  was  now  most  terrific,  and  the  wh<'>ie 
force  of  the  enemy  seemed  to  bo  directt^ 
against  our  little  band.  Yet,  notwithstajidinf: 
their  vast  superiority  in  numbers  and  poAiti<^T.  * 
notwithstanding  the  terrible  withering  fire  that 
continued  to  poor  upon  us  from  their  own  ranks ; 
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notwithBtaaiiiiff  Hm  iittMiptegf  Hie  enemy  to 
flank  our  position,  both  on  the  right  and  on 
th9  fell,  we  M4  OOF  position  firm^  for  Ihree 
long  honrs. 

AX  thirty  mkmiea  Mot  ten  o'clock  a.  it,  I  r^ 
ceived  an  order  from  General  Fagan  to  withdraw 
my  regiment  from  the  field.  I  had  inarched 
some  forty  or  fifty  |)aoes,  in  compliance  wi(&  tiiis 
order,  whan  I  received  another  requiring  me  to 
leave  a  small. guard  to  cover  my  retreat  I 
called  for  volunteers,  but  no  one  aesponding,  I 
returned  xayaelf,  and  wiiii  mne  men  who  volmi- 
teered  to  accompany  me,  kept  up  a  fire  upon 
the  ei^my  for  twei^fy  minutes  loneer.  Hie  am- 
munition was  now  expended  anal  thought  it 
prudent  to  retire.  The  enemy  were  dose  upon 
us  and  adv^dng  from  all  points.  Not  a  mo- 
ment was  to  be  lost.  We  relreated  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  but  as  we  descended  the  first  hiU, 
the  enemy  assailed  us  with  a  terrible  volley  of 
moaketry.  Three  of  our  little  party  feQ  to  rise 
no  more.  The  remaining  si:^  myself  and  ft 
Yankee  prisoner,  whom  we  had  Kept  with  us  afi 
the  time,  succeeded  in  making;  our  escape. 

My  officers  •and  men,  witE  but  few  excep- 
tions,  departed  themselves  with  great  ^'• 
kntry. 

My  lose,  so  far  as  I  have  beem  able  to  ascer- 
tain, is  as  follows :  Killed,  twenty ;  wounded, 
aeven^ ;  missing,  forty-three* 
Very  ret^ectfully, 

i'our  obedient  servant, 

A,  T.  Hawthobnb, 

GoloMl,  oominMidiog  Regiment. 

Bil'QBI  OJ  GCNCEUL  XARICADOXB; 

HSADQOlitnDii  M^BKAom'a  Ditwnr,  \ 
|*aceoin*aar,  AKAjftis^MjSft,  1863.  f 

To  Mqfor  W.  B,  Blair,  A.  A.  A.  Oenend,  Di^ 

triot  of  ArkansoM : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  herewith 
the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  battle  at 
Helena. 

I  was  ordered  on  the  evening  of  the  third  of 
July  to  be  in  position,  attack  and  take  the  fort 
OB  Keiter's  HiIL  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of 
the  fourth  of  July. 

My  command,  mounted,  consisted  of  Shelby's 
bri|^e,  about  one  diousand  one  hundred  men, 
ana  Greene's  brigade,  six  hundred  and  fifhr  men, 
total  one  thou^nd  sev^i  hundred  and  fifty 
men. 

At  ten  o'clodi  p.  K.,  July  l^ird,  I  marched  to 
get  into  position ;  when  three  miles .  from  the 
fort  I  dismeuated  mj  whole  force  except  one 
conipaov,  under  Majer  EUiott  I  then  moted 
forwara.  When  within  two  miles  of  the  fort,  I 
found  the  road  and  country  thoroughly  ob* 
stracted.  the  eoemf  havizu;  chopped  down  the 
tree«  and  rendered  alo^osr  impassable  that  ap- 
proach to  the  fort  aad  town.  The  country  was 
exceedingly  rough. 

I  was  delayed  some  half  hour  or  more  by  my 
gvid^  who  lest  their  way,  and  reported  that 
thi^  were  completfi^  Im^  md  mable  to  guide 
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me  further ;  in  ^nsequenoe  of  which  I  did  not 

fat  into  position  until  a  litfle  after  daylight,  but 
efore  sunrise. 

The  enemy'a  pickets  and  skinushers  were 
encountered  some  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from 
the  fort,  and  driven  to  within  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  of  the  fort  In  this  the  enemy  lost 
several  killed^  wounded,  and  five  nrisoners. 

Shelby's  brigade  was  ia  the  aavance,  and  so 
iparrow  was  the  road,  and  so  rough  and  rugged 
wexo  the  hills,  that  uie  troops  could  only  march 
by  the  flank,  and  the  artillery  with  gref^t  diffi- 
culty was  brought  qp,  piece  by  piece  and  by 
hand* 

By  the  tkne  the  advance  had  reached  within 
two  hundred  yards  of  the  fort,  and  those  la  rear 
brought  up  and  deployed  along  the  ndges,  the 
enemy  had  brought  to  my  left  and  rear  a  bodv 
of  infantry  and  several  pieces  of  artillery,  whicn 
durhig  ^e  whole  day's  fight  pomred  upon  me  a 
deadly  fire. 

I  now  had  a  heavy  force  in  my  front  (infantry 
in  rifle-pits  and  artiDeiT  in  position),  which  it 
would  have  been  difficult  witn  my  whole  force 
to  lu^ve  carried.  In  addition,  I  had  the  force  on 
my  left  jof  infantry  and  artillery)  thoroughly  pro* 
tected  by  the  levee,  which  engaged  a  large  part 
ofmy  force,  and  on  every  attempt  to  advance 
enfiladed  my  line.  It  was  from  uie  sharpshoot- 
ers and  artillery  on  my  left  and  rear  that  I  Buf- 
fered my  greatest  loss,  and  not  untfl  the^  were 
dislodged  could  I  have  advanced.  I  twice  dis- 
patch^ to  Brigadier-Genea^  Walker  to  advance 
and  assist  me  in  dislodging  them.  It  was  not 
done. 

From  half  paflt  four  a.  m.,  tfll  eleven  a.  v.,  I 
held  my  position,  unable  to  advance ;  the  ene- 
my with  their  infimtry  and  artillery  on  my  front 
and  left  flSnk  constantly  engagine  my  forces. 
At  eleves  a.  x.,  I  received  orders  from  (General 
Holmes  to  retire. 

^  My  loss  w&s  fourteen  killed,  flfly-two  wound- 
"^f  one  missing.  Atoonj^  the  Idlled  were  Major 
R.  H.  Smith,  wj  division  Quartermaster,  and 
Captain  J.  G.  uark,  of  Company  D,  Shelby's 
rerimenl  Major  Smith  was  a  gallant  and  valu- 
able officer ;  be  was  shot  dead  beside  a  piece  of 
artillery,  encour^ing  and  assisting  the  canon* 
niers  in  their  duties.  Captain  dark  was  a  most 
exemplary  man  and  excellent  officer;  he  wab 
killed  letnine  his  men  forward. 

Amongst  me  wounded,  I  rectet  to  announce 
that  Colonel  Shelby,  commanding  brigade,  wha 
was  erer  in  the  Sickest  of  the  flghi^  received  a 
painful  and  serious  wound  in  the  wrist. 

For  a  mors  specii^  report  of  the  conduct  of 
the  several  regiments  aad  their  officers,  I  re- 
spectfttBy  refer  you  to  the  brigade  commander. 

As  yet  I  have  not  ^ce|ved  the  report  for 
Shelby^s  brigade-^win  forward  it  as  soon  as 
received— -have  delayed  this  report  awaiting 
same.  The  conduct  of  every  officer  and  soldier 
of  my  command,  as  far  ta  I  know,  was  ex- 
cellent^ 

The  Afl&kiikTipcm'fMl  Better,  by  my  command, 
was  t  fluhire.    1  have  every  reason  to  believe 
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tliat  SIT  troops  woiid  have  carried  it,  hail^tt  not 
been  nr  Ihe  foroe  on  my  left  and  raar.  whkii 
occnpied  that  position  after  dayligfit,  ana  which 
could  and  flihodd  have  been  jMreTentod  (torn 
taking  that  positfon,  and  alter  mey  had  gained 
tbe  poeition,  cotdd  have  been  driyen  from  it  by 
General  Walker^  brigade,  wMch  dfd  not  come 
to  the  enpport  of  my  left  tiU  after  seTon 
o'clock  A.  v.,  and  <ftii4ng  ^e  whole  engagement 
hie  force  was  .itiore  than  heSt  a  mile  to  my  left 
and  rear.  I  coidd  see  the  force  which  engaged 
Walker's  br^ado,  and  at  no  time  did  it  exceed 
five  hundred ;  I  think  thiee  hmdred  a  big  e^- 
mate.  Walker's  brigade  not  only  did  not  pre- 
vent relnlbf^wmentB  from  going  to  Port  Reiter, 
bnt  the  enemy,  after  smoise,  actoafly  passed  to 
my  lefly  and  naif  a  mile  to  biy  rear,  and  heM 
that  position  ^ring  the  day. 

Very  respectfydly, 

9.  Marxasitki, 

Brl(adier-a«neral,  OMn 


0F« 


filAOQU. 
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or  BB  FJDRA.  ) 

,  July  t,  Im  ; 


Majob  :  I  h«ve  the  honor  to  submit  the  fbl- 
lowing  report  of  the  condnct  of  my  cavaiUy 
brigade,  ia  the  battle  before  Heleoa,  on  the 
fourth  iofltant : 

In  obedience  to  General  Orders  No.  2,1  moved 
my  command  towards  Helena,  on  Sterling's  road. 
Arriving  at  the  bloq^Lade  before  daylight  I  di»-| 
mountea  and  sent  forward  three  companies,  at-^ 
tempting  to  capture  the  enemy's  pickets  in  that 
direction.  At  dayljght,  I  sent  forward  three 
more  companiea  dismounted,  and  commenced 
the  work  for  removing  obstaclea  In  the  bloc]^- 
ade,  for  the  passage  ox  artillery.  My  advance 
soon  becl^ne  engaged  with  the  enez^y.  Rein- 
forcing my  advance,  and  forwarding  and  bring- 
ing into  action  my  artillegry,  I  was  (;ontinual^ 
engaged  untQ  nearly  three  o'clock  p.  x.  I  effei^' 
ually  complied  with  the  part  assigned  me  in  tihe 
order  of  attack,  bv  preventing  the  enemy  from 
throwing  troops  to  Eeiter*s  MiU^  which  they 
were  constant^  trying  to  do,  and  made  two 
strong  efforts  and  were  repuked.  I  protected 
Genera}  Marmaduke's  left  fiaz^  Uy  coomiaDd 
was  engaged  in  front  of  his  left.  4I  about  two 
o*clock,  I  was  informed  by  General  Marmaduke 
that  he  had  already  withdrawn  his  command. 
I  had  hard  fightii^  to  protect  nur  loft  flank,  and 
when  niy  right  bsicame  exposed  I  commenced 
getting  loose  from  the  enemy,  and  retired. 

I  must  speak  iu  <be  ^heat  knns  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  m^  command  upon  the  ocaa- 
Bion — ^no  straadini^  in  reaching  the  place  ae- 
signed  theuLaFuiough  accompamed  by  apparent 
insurmountable  dimcultlea,  resisted  aucceesfuttr 
the  enem^and  twice  drove  him  %way  band- 
aomel^.  laend  berewilli  rq^rta  of  Colon^ 
Pobbma  and  Newton. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respeotfoBy, 

Xm  ebe^aat  MviA^ 
L  M.  w^iLin, 

Brtfadier-OeiMnil. 


Onffodier-QeneraH  Weaker: 

StxauL :  rrespcctfhllf  snbmft  the  fblowing 
report  of  the  movements  of  my  regiment  on  the 
fourth  instant : 

According  to  your  order,  Iihoved  my  regi- 
ment and  battery  of  fbnr  pieces,  at  ttie  evening 
of  Ihe  third,  from  the  Bowie  Farm,  on  the  Little 
Rock  road,  (bur  mUes  west  of  Helena,  to  the  old 
Porter  Farm,  east  of  Crawley's  Britee,  on  tiie 
road  leading  from  Helena  to  Sterling,  a  distance 
of  about  fiffeen  mftea,  and  Remained  at  that  place 
untQ  two  o'clock  on  the  mmidng  of  the  fourth, 
then  moved  down  the  road  to  anoint  where 
the  mill  road  intersects  the  Bterfftg  toad,  one 
and  a  bdf  miies  north  of  Helena,  where  I  die- 
mounted  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  sent 
them  forward  as  skirmishers,  be^d  flie  block- 
ade, to  within  three-quarters  of  a  mUe  of  Helena, 
and  a  short  distance  above  the  levee  leading  out 
ttom  the  Iiills.    t  then  dismounted  one  hundred 
and  fifty  more  men.  and  sent  them  forward  to 
the  same  point,  ana  extended  the  Hue  of  flikir- 
mishers  from  the  bflls  to  the  Missiaalppi  rtver. 
I  then  drew  up  the  remainder  of  the  regiment 
in  ftie  of  battfe  north  of  ^e  Hodktfde,  about 
four  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  Hn©  of 
skirmishers,  and  there  waited  to  Ibam  the  result 
of  the  attack  made  1^  General  Msfmadidce  upon 
the  battery  and  fortillcatfons  of  Reiter's  HiU, 
and,  not  teaming  anything  definite,  and   dia- 
covoring  the  enemy  moving  up  l>etween  the 
levee  and  Mississippi  river,  I  moved  my  bat- 
tery forward  accoramg  to  yottr  ortter,  and  com- 
menced firing  9n  the  enemy  advancing,  and 
also  Ae  enemv's  batteries  plioring  upon  €ren- 
eral  Marmaduke's  command  apd  my  front.    I 
then  advanced,  causing  the  enemy  to  fhH  back, 
moving  their  batteries  some  six  nundred  yards 
further  down  the  levee.    About  two  hours  after 
ttie  enemy  again  advanced  with  artfflery,  and  in 
much  larger  force  than  at  first    I  again  Opened 
fire  on  them  with  my  battefjr  and  smaB  arua, 
and,  with  the  assistance  of  a  portion  of  Colonel 
Newton's  regiment,  again  caused  them  to  faJl 
back  and  move  their  battery  still  fiirllier  down 
the  levee;  aftef  which  ddrmishtnewaa  kept  up 
untfi  some  three  hours  after  the  firuig  had  cewted 
along  our  entire  line,  at  Which  time  f  received 
your  order' to  ftdl  ban:  dbwly  on  the  Qrant  Mm 
road,  which  I  succeeded  in  doi^g  without  losing 
any  men  after  Ilelt  the  battMreuL 

The  loss  in  my  regiment  in  tiie  eagag^emept 
was  four  killed  and  eight  wounded — one  mor- 
tally, two  seriously,  and  five  sUgh^f  .  For  par- 
ticulars I  refer  you  to  Jh,  Dmm,  8urge4iii  of  my 
reguxieni 

The  officers  and  men  of  mr  regiment  and 
bifttery  dt^serve  s^eat  exvdit  m  fukntrj  mni 
courage  displayea  on  that  day. 
V  eiy  rei^ectful^ 

Tour  obedient  su^anti 
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C4ICP  ia  Gai'Si  PaitLiFS  CouinY,  Abkamub,  1t^  8, 

C^^Mit  /.  A  .ifcwiwi%  A.  Jk  Q. 

GAnrAin:  I  have  tk6  bonmr,  k  ol>edMtMe- 1> 
yMT  totruoMoM  of  tMi^,  t»  BiiteiMheilllov- 
iBg  vtpofi  ol  tk»  pifft  liiDMi  ^myregkfiMitfc 
the  &tteok  m  ddltDft  «•  ib«*nrlh  inttMitt 

I  reMhed  Mm  IfoouksP^  and  MtadL 
abo«l  twelva  o'eMk  vw  &,  o»  tfte  tfadrd  I 
Abdutaa  hour  Mbva  day«i€ia  morotof  ofthe 
iatxrl^  Ift  obadiaaa^te  m  m6m  irein  tin  Bri^ik 
digg  Omtrnii  oiiiMiw1iDp»Iii— and  thanagoh, 
taMa^  the  Stering  MadtoiiaaiB  fiel^a,  no^ 
ing  im  re«if  afOaloiid  DoMns*  t«9iaiMt  M- 
rtving  al  ^a  iprinei  alhaat  a  mia  froia  towa, 
the  Mgade  ^pw  MM  hjr  4leaaial  Wator. 
W^reHHDadliMreuAil  tiia  ifitg  eomoMMed 
OS  ovrighA,  ^^en  I  waa  ordaaad  vp  ta  a  potat 
near  Ihe  hlookai»  af  Med  t«i)«is  thare  to 
await  otdMNK 

jlbo«t  aavea  Mhck  I  laaaiTed  aa  aider  to 
aend  thirty  AavpBboatera  to  Ae  anpport  of 
Cok>iiel  Mbina'  lafinpat.  wba  iMra  deplojad 
to  ov  front,  bafoad  the  Mockade  aod  to  the 
left  of  4h»  #Jniiritor%  Iron  OeDeaai  Mnoa- 
dokie^  oaaainand.  I  detailed  the  repaired  nam- 
ber  froai  tlie  diieraiit  eompaniei,  selecting  men 
with  tofcgiaDge  fpwa»  as  fur  aa  pffacticalile ; 

eioed  theai  aodev  caamaMMd  of  Lieutenant 
rnea»  of  Conpaay  A,  and  earned  tbem  for- 
ward to  ^e  left  of  Dobbtea'  skinnishera  and  be- 
yond the  lacoan  (whick,  startaig  from  near  the 
base  of  the  Wee,  aa  the  aarth  alda  of  Helena, 
rans  oaaii^wrd  to  Forter'a  Lake),  where  they 
w«r«  Boen  engaged  ^rith  Iha  eaetty,  md  did 
ffood  aer^ioe* 

At  haif^mal  ■tfvea,  by  ovier  of  Coneial 
Walker,  I  detaohed  Gom|>aaie8  B  and  0  under 
oevnmand  of  Captain  PortiB,  of  iM  forater,  and 
deployed  them  aaakifiniflharft  taauppart  Barnes' 
sharpehootars,  aad  reaiat  a  smafl  force  of  Fed- 
eral oavalry  which  was  laported  to  be  threat- 
ening our  exfrema  lefh  About  eight  o'clook 
Portis  remrted  to  na  Hiat  i^  eaeay  had  ta- 
enfbrced  m  hia  front,  that  hawaa being  preMed, 
and  tkeed«4  twa  mote  aoapaaiea.  f  lb- 
mediatehr  comnnaiicailed  theinfomatfan  toOe»- 
eral  WiAcev,  and,  by  his  directieii,  teatrncted 
PoHis  ta  obaerre  tlM  eaaiay  ctoaay,  skfrraiah 
jwith  hkd.  and,  if  too  heavily  preaaid,  1^  bad^ 
slowly,  adviriag  laa  fr«a  f^m  ta  thM  ef  what 
was  traoapvnig* 

About  Mi  tine  I  racefvad  mt  oHar  to  aaad 
forward  aaother  aampaay  ta  auppovt  Dobbiaa 
skinniahera,  wIMi  I  obey^l  br  nandiiig  0 
RoUand's  drnfun  £,  vnder  ooiMaM  af 
tanaatOWMPr     * 

beftndng  «Mt  tha  eaen^  haii  laada  aa^iral 
attempts  to  foroa  PMIa  badli,aAd  flla  poaaa- 
sion  Of  the  wast  bank  Kt  rortsr's  lak«i  which 
would  enable  khu,  bf  aiam  ef  hia  sharp- 
fhootei«,lD  oBBoy  Ika  rasffataar  baimj  puatsd 


on  the  bill  in  front  of  Hb/b  blockade,  and,  per- 
haps, finally  force  us  from  th^  hill  altogether,  I 
weaft  hi  periotf  to  where  rryruB  wai  to  learn  ihe 
true  oonoitiiin  of  aiSun^  and  aacertain  what,  if 
anything,  could  be  done.  T  found  that  Portis. 
with  hia  eBMH  fovea,  had  anda  a  gallant  resist- 
ance, and  had  thus  far  foiled  the  enemy  in  his 
aavaaal  attempts  to  oacun^tthi  weitetn  at  inner 
bank  of  Portac'a  lain ;  b«t  *at  he,  nawAeless, 
had  lostaaangTaaadj  and-  had  bat  MMa  more 
to  laaa.  I  dawied  it  iaapaitMat^  thaiatea.  not 
only  to  ragiin  whai  had  ham  kM4  1>^  ^  ime 
^e  aaeny  bayand  tha  iavaa  ind  lata  toam,  if 
paeaiUe,  with  my  anal  faro^  Thaaa  not  belaig 
tine  Ml  na  ta  paaviondy  caaoBBianiaale  witn 
Genacal  Walker,  I  ardarad  lyOaaapaaiaaG  and 
F,  willnut irst aoti^jring bin.    Thakttatlde- 

^ad  a&  skKiniBhnsy  and  adaanced  to  the 
I     They  ware  aoan  angagea.     i  noved 
Company  0  forwawi  aoron  the  lagaon  before 


Lonad,  and,  paraAig  the  skinnishera  to  the 
front  ▼tg^oroualy,  ordered  a  eharga.  Tha  enemy 
fled  praoipitataly*  We  nnmad  him  about 
three  hvndrad  yiurds.  Finding  Ibat  ha  waa  ral- 
lying his  men  in  his  rifl&pits,  whioh  were 
titaated  to  tha  left  of  the  k&w9^  and  near  the 
river  bank,  I  deployed  nip  wtoW  force  then 
with  me  as  skirmtshers,  poatad  tiien  aa  beat  I 
could,  and  left  Ihem  under  command  of  Oaptain 
Portia,  with  inabrueaions  to  hold  tin  ground  we 
had  thus  gained,  until  ha  ahoidd  nceiTe  elber 
ordeta  fr on  me.  I  started  ta  tha  headqaartera 
of  the  Brigadiar-Qenoaal  qoiniainding>  to  get 
permhnion  to  naaniy  wh<de  vegimant  for  the 
purpoae  of  dislodf^ng  the  enemy,  or,  fhiling  hi 
that,  confining  him  to  hie  riflb-ptts,  and  thus 
prevent  him  from  annoying  aur  tali  AniTing 
there,  I  lonncd  that  our  Iroopa'wara  withdraw- 
iag,  and,  by  General  Walk^^a  direction,  retired 
nty  connand  to  the  poiat  winra  the  mowitain 
WMdf  kadhur  from  liie  spni^  on  Ihe  SterUng 
road  to  the  Gaanf  s  Mill  road,  diTargaa  from  tha 
Sterling  road,  and  there  diapoaad  my  f oroea  ao 
as  to  cover  the  withdrawal  of  ov  troopa.  Whan 
the  rear  of  Dobbina*  reginent  had  paaaed,  I 
moved  back  on  the  Mountain  read,  aa  directed, 
and  thence  upon  Granf  a  Mill  road. 

I  enclosa  herewith  a  hat  of  easaakiee.  Die 
officers  and  men  engaged  helnvad  in  adnirable 
etyle.  Qaptains  Portia  and  Bryant,  aamnanding 
aldrmiahera,  did  their  d«^  welL  Lieutenant 
Banes,  who,  with  hia  tiurlgr  ahBi|iahootata,waa 
afaaoet  conaaantly  engaged,  hsra,  aa  everywhere 
alae  that  I  harva  ever  ptaoBd  hhn,  was  pronpt 
and  fidthfuL  and  diaplayad  grant  aoonge.  Liea- 
tenant  SaaMh,  at^utnt  of  tte  rpginen^  banve  to 
a  fiauH,  ana  aaeking  mlhw  %am  avoidiuff 
danger,  randerai  mnSh  valinhia  aarviea.  Ana 
aa  irera  ih»  ofiaan,  ao  weae  ttie  faivate  aoktieia 
whom  they  kd,  fearieas  of  daaiger,  each  aeemiag 
Intent  aole^  on  doii«  hia  My 

I  n%  Oaptain,  vary  rg^iaaHa 
Tograbediant 

R>  Oi  NswTow, 
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XHt  BAJXZ3  or  BEISTOi;  STATIOlIt 

&EPOBT  Of  ORfS&AL  ▲«  P.  HILL.* 


^(»0lolkvS|iM^i 


Ite 


tt>«MB  thai  m 
tiM  Mmi^^  of  the  fiowtenii  iMtent^  I  Ml  m^ 
caai|»,  •■•  tnlbjdialMt  Itoa  Wafinmloii,  on  tM 
AmiwyiBi  %mMpfci»  »tfif  oWoflk  a.  Ii.,  Md  Ih 
oMU«iio0^  orae«  i(«ui  the  O«o«ff«l oomiMBd- 
inr^  **#mA  til*  W li  lilnii  Mi  Alemidrift  tw*- 
pSe,  vnttt  iwobte  Bioai  Rta  Olrar«h,  tben  to 
t*«  lh«  womi  by  flffifwrioii  nd  «i  «»Bri8toe 
BtetioKi.*  UfMaitivingMl  9nmi  Bmi  Okvoii 
inftniBaloii  raMlvi  ■•,  from  ▼aiiont  soimei, 
th«t  the  «Diaiy i»eM Bflrvkif  by  avtad  leaiang 
ftom  QmwiwiDh  to  ttie  WMPMitia  and  Aleam- 
dria  pilM,  and  Moili^  into  it  a  mtte  balaw  BmIe- 
knd.  The  i  ■■tiling  of  wagosa,  wfaieh  could 
be  dMlinelly  hcaed,  M  me-to  plaoe  reMamie  in 
these  ri^poits. 

General  Andefien  ^ma  directed  to  toke  hie  dl- 
▼ielon  4fmm  the  hsiipifce  te^raada  Bvckhnd, 
and,  if  posMie,  toslrike  theeoimm  at  tiie  potnt 
whew  It  caiaa  hito  (he  pike,  if  nolhin^^  ooirid 
be  aoooiapUalied  there  to  tain  off  aad  Feioin  me 
atdroenvioh.  faitheaeantiaie,Iaiovedontfae 
nwd  to  Oi^ewfrieh  whh  Heth^  and  WOoox'e 
diyi8iom>  iee>f*^  eae  battor j  aad  BcaJee'  brigade 
at  Bnddaiid  to  giiifd  the  traia  which  had  been 
directed  to  halt  there,  icmrai  Andetaoa,  in 
the  exeoation  of  my  urdefB,ibani  the  force  re- 
ferred to  to  be  ef  c«f«hT»  haviag  already  die- 
appeared,  nd  that  MajotCeaeml  FilEhngh  Lee 
had  come  np  with  hie  ea^afay  on  my  left  flank ; 
Goloael  Reeaer,  of  hii  adTatooe,  having  ekir^ 
vnihed  w¥L  the  eneaiy,  and  drives  them  back, 
rejoined  wu  «t  Greenwich,  foMowing  Heth'a  di- 
Tieeon.  From  thia  point  to  Bristoe,  we  followed 
doae  upon  the  veaf  of  the  ThM  corpe,  pioking 
up  aheqt  one  hondred  and  Mty  8tniggle#a. 
Upon  reachiip  the  hille  thfc  aide  of  Bvoad  Ran, 
and  overlookiig  the  plain  en  the  aorth  eide,  the 
1%ird  ooipe  was  dleooiweved  reating ,  a  portion 
of  it  joet  eemmeaehig  the  aiaroh  to%rard8  Man- 
aaaae.  f  dateminad  that  no  tane  ahoaid  be  loet, 
and  harried  up  Meth^  diviaion,  forming  in  line 
of  battle  along  the  creet  of  the  hills,  and  paral- 
lel to  Uroai  Saau  Bawae^  hoMilioa  was 
broQ^t  to  the  front  aad  dveoted  to  open  on  the 
oneaiy.  They  waia  oridoatty  tahea  oomoletaly 
by  8«pprtee,aad  retii^d  in  the  ataieot  oonraaion. 
Seeing  thie,  #ei«Ma  Melh  ww  dhaeted  to  ad- 
Tancc  hii  Hne  taM  veaMng  the  rear,  aad  then 
to  tnove  by  the  loll  tank,  ere«  at  the  tofd, 
ind  preaa  the  esMiy.  Thia  order  waa  beiag 
promptly  obeyed  whua  1  pareei^ad  the  eaen^a 
skirmishera  luiilag  Iheir  appeManaeos  Ihh  aide 
of  Broad  Man,  aad  ^a  4he>  right  and  roar  of 
Hetb%  dHlaion.  'Word  waa  sent  to  General 

*  Bm  pigo  MO,  Ooeunaats,  VoL  7,  Rebellton  Record. 


Cooke  (cooanadtoi  tftt  r^^  brigade  of  Eeth's 
division)  tolook  ont  for  his  risht  flank,  and  he 
▼ei^  yiompOj  ^hft^ped  the  frSnt  of  oDe  of  his 
regmients,  and  drove  the  enemy  back.  Tn  the 
laattitlBie, I  sttt  hack'ta  OiOBral  Aadaaoa  to 
send  Mclntoph's  helhdi&a  to  the  te^  aad  to 
toha  tm%  briMdea  to  Iha  poaitfoii  thnateoed, 
and  yroteoi  die  right  ftak  of  Beth.    Ihehead 


rf  Andaiaon'a  cohuaaappaarinfc  9eth  waa  now 
ordered  to  advaftoa  aaaia  aiia  ovry  oat  tiie 
aaiginal  qgder.  Davia'  Eri^e,  af  Heth'a  divis- 
ioa,  had  he«ideteriied  aa  a  oapport  h^Poegne  g 
batiyiM  The  thme  haijrfeai  rnnka'aTtirk- 
kad'a^aoi  Walhar'^^^iaaoed  la  beaatifai  or- 
dec^and^aitoatowliljk  Geehe'e  hMais^apaa 
aeaohiai  the  aaeit  of  the  Jiill  ai  their  front, 
eame  wilhia  fnU  now  ef  the  eaeo^'a  line  of 
hattfe  hehiad  the  vihoad  ettbaakxaent,  the 
Seeond  corpop  aad  of  ^hoaa  paaaonca  I  was  on- 
awiiak  Thu  pmiitirn  -aeean  eTaradingiy  iitmn(r 
eae»  and  eoveiad  kgr  the  direcA  and  eaiiladii^ 
flre  of  battaiiaa  oa  the  riaiag  groand  ia  rear. 
A  portion  of  Cooke's  brigade  beoaaM  hotly  en- 
figed^and  af  ooaaK  ii  beolpie  ixopoflnUe  to 
axeoate  his  oainaal  aider  to  jvave  by  the  left 


flank.    EirUand,  findiag  Qpoke  eogeged*  also 
swung  aeouad  his  left,  aad  gaUaatly  ohanved  to 
Coohf  s  aaiiatatiQa.   Melatoeh^a  hattahoa  had, 
before  thi^  been  ordered  b|y  me  to  take  a  posi- 
tion overlookiqg  the  railrtwid  aad  Btatiqa»  and  in 
rear  of  Gooka's  left    Foefae's  battalion  was 
ordered  to  t^e  aaolher  poStkun,  aad  open  fire 
oa  the  batte^  which  waa  e^flM'^g  Kizk- 
knd*s  lias.    This  wae  not  done  as  quic^y  as 
I  ex]peoted»  and  ,Kicklapd*a  line  waa  espoeed  to 
a  vary  delibanto  and  deetroctive  fiirau    Never- 
theless it  eontinaed  to  advenoe»  aad  Mined  Ui^ 
railroid,  fliearing  It  tor  a  tiaie  of  me  eaeaaj. 
About  this  timo  Generals  Cooke  and  Kirkland 
were  both  ^WMaidedi  and  Hiair  kXL  at  this  crit- 
ical momeat  had  a  aerioas  inflaeace  npon  the 
fortuaea  of  the  oombat    Tboir  men  we^e  una- 
ble to  stand  the  heavy  fire  which  wm  poured 
apon  them,  and  aoauaanoed  givii^  back,  the 
three  rid^ht  rggimentp  of  Geofaa^s  brigade  in 
good  oroer.    Wdker  had  cepeeod  Broad  Run  in 
paiaBanoa  of  the  original  order.    Aadereon  had 
been  sent  to  tita  ngbt  to  look  oat  for  thMS  ^uneal- 
eaed  right  flank,  and  ao  support  waa  iaunedi- 
4itel^  avaikble^Wilecn^'a  division  not  havii^ 
Tot  come  op.    The  in&ntiy  fallii^  back  (the 
Jeft  of  CQoka*8  brigade)  iMSsed  through  >f cln- 
tosb'e  guis^  and  the  enemy  pMiiqg  en,  ihe  gium. 
Ave  to  nHtber,  wore  imvieUiate^  seized  ana 
ran  down  the  hiU,  under  the  prcte^tioa  of  the 
aaen^'e  aiiiUi^  and  line  oTb^tle.    Geuend 
Walker,  apon  being  iafonned  of  the  nerfloiK 
aondition  of  the  cooa,  invnedJatolir  aaat  Ibrward 
arefimentbaadtfove  «ff  Iha  aimny^  bat  the 
guns  had  disappeared.    Dark  came  apon  aa  be- 
foaa  new  disiAai^eae  oeold  be  flado  to  aUack^ 
aad  daring  the  night  the  enen^y  ^treatad. 

Brigadier-Ganar^  9oeey  was  aedonaly  wound- 
ed kr  a  ehefl  in  .the  early  part  ^af  the  action. 
In  oonelaeien,  tarn  aenvwaed  that  I  made  tlw 
attack  too  haetily,  and  at  the  aame  time  that,  a 


in  »^  II  I  >< 
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delay  of  half  an  hour  and  fteve  would  bira 
been  no  eiiexii7  tO  isttMAc.  Iti  ttat  etent^  I 
Bhonld  eqiiA^f  kava  Islttaad  v^ialf  Ibr  nM 
attacliny  aft  once. 

I  enclose  my  offidtf  teporf  of  MM,  woiMilei), 
and  mfssini;. 

J  aoiy  flify  very  reapectftdihf, 

Tour  bbedfent  ierf&ift, 
A.  F.  Xntx 


lOCPUftt  Of  QEMBtAL  tiBSL 


Captain :  Iliave  Ihe  kanor to  subailt  tftt Ibt 
lowing  r^oft  of  itt$  opeMtiaaa  of  my  #^itioa 
on  the  fottrteentH  MMMtt 

The  dirision  aiOTed  from  map  near  Wiutea- 
ton  at  hatf^paet  fiva  o'doek  m.  tf.,  on  #i\»  iMi< 
teenth  instUnt^  ftiowiag  Oeu»ut  A«dei«on^i 
division.  When  witkin  a  mMe  ef  New  finMk 
more,  orders  were  reMvad  to  faea  Qaui'M 
Andeiton's  ailttity,  by  keeping  to  tin  rl|^,  as 
it  was  des^fned  Ihatny  dkrWoa  shotild  ft^W 
a  different  road:  After  pasring  Ifaroi^h  New 
Baltimore,  and  i^boct  •  mHa  and  a  has  or  less 
from  the  "^Ikf^,  i  wia  dtreeted  le  tJie  a  r%tat 
hand  mad,  which  proved  to  le  a  aresirosii 
leading  to  BrMoe  (MUm,  vta  OvfieuPWlch.  JasI 
before  reacMn^  #reeiiwtth,  some  twenty  ilrap- 
glera  of  4ie  IttM  cotpt,  Mteal  army,  wwe 
captured.  A  desultory  fire  of  artillery  w«a 
heard  from  just  after  daVbreak,  appacanfly  on 
.  our  rights  and  cMtlniied  dasteg  tka  entire  day. 

It  Wtt  iaeertained  at  Greenwich  that  a  corps 
of  the  en^y  had  encamped  there  the  evening 
previous,  the  last  of  this  corps  leaving  about  ei^ht 
o'clock  A. «.,  oil  the  fonrteewffi.  F^om  flfreenwich 
we  piflsad  on  by  thaaoet  direct  road  to  Bristoe 
Station,  piokihg  «p  a  maaber  &[  stragglers  on 
the  roao. 

When  wMkin  «  kila  mi  a  kalf  of  ArMee 
Station,  I  was  directed  by  Geneial  A.  P.  Htti  to 
form  three  brigadea  of  nf  diviekm  ki  line  of 
batde,  parpeadiciritf  to  Ae  road  on  which  wa 
were  advancliigi'bokitaig  Ike  Pomrth  brigade  as 
a  reserve,  whidi  was  to  confthiae  its  marek  by 
tkeflanlL  Caokel  brigade  (leading)  was  formed 
on  the  ri^  of  tkeroad,  Its  left  resting  on  tiie 
road ;  K&kfend  was  ^t  ki  peeilSon  «■  tke  Idt 
of  Ami  foad,  kis  liskt  teatiag  on  tke  road;  a«d 
fonaii^  a  conlkMcm  Mne  with  Obeka  ?  Wdker 
was  directed  to-fona  on  filrkkaid's  Mt ;  Davis^ 
brinde  was  held  hi  raeerve  ki  the  road. 

Kirkknd  had  not  qnlta  complaled  tke  fonaa- 
tion  of  kll  Itne  whea  orders  wera  reaeived 
from  Qeneral  Ml  tapaak  on  wMk  Ike  two  bf(- 
gades  then  in  Mne  (dooke's  and  Ktikkmd's),  li- 
forming  me,  at  the  same  time,  #mt  tke  eaem^ 
were  retreafltig  lapidly,  and  ttmt  expedition 
was  neoessary. 

Walker's  brigade  was  at  Ikis  time  ki  rear  of 
Kirkkmd,  hii  right  tatltag  ki  IMT  of  KlrkkSBd% 


rjitt  General  Walker  was  iafarmed  af  the 
cnH|^e,  sttd  difaatai^  ta  Aim  oa  SkEMvaVs  lefty 
if  posrikis,  m  KbrkUmd  moved  fas  aMil. 

Tke  erdvr  waa  noir  gi^na  ta  ad^vnae.  On 
reackiaar  e  efemred  epttce^  SDiaa  t#a  ar  Htfaa 
haadred  ytf^  in  eurlhmt,  ftie  eaemy  was  die* 
oe>vered  ifboat  Ikfae-^iameMa  af  a  mia  ia  froat 
of  Kirkland's  left.  A  few  shots  from  one  ef 
^m<w%  kaMriea  Ikeew  ll«m  kik»«iaek  een- 
faMn,  andaH  ehat  waia  ki'iigk*  satoaatod  m 
disorder  acresa  Iread  INm.    Dm  eesiai  Ikia, 

aa  br2e  kft 
Bnwid  Iki,  dndaftkudltka  Ikgitiaeo, 
HilB  order  waagfive%«ad  mrltekrilsdfeathe 
left  to  commenoe  the  flank  movemenA  Beffeas 
tkii  aMfement  wi«  coBEiaBsaBedi  iufssamtion 
was  reeeived  tkata  beawy  eeiaBmaf  Ike  sasmy 
had  appesiad  aa  oar  liaklir  I  sdked  Ganaral 
■M  wketor  tke  flnk  maveaMMk  akaahl  eon- 
Unaa.  A  dlwaied  tha>  it  aliaild  ba  deiMriad 
1^  the  areaenk*  fioaie  tea  masateaafliswaida  I 
reeeived  entaaa  tatnave  fctwaadi  Aboat  thia 
tkaa  General  Oeeke  ia  pesaen  la^eitsd  to  oa 
that  Uto  enemy  woald  tike  kim  m  §mk  m  ha 
amvad  IkrwrnL  Ikis  waa  rsfpestid  ta  Qeusval 
HiM,  wko  informed  on  thai  Oenssa^  Aadenon'a 
dtoiaiati  bad  kaeo,  er  weald  be^  asdesad  to  the 
rigkt  floaewJ  Ceoka  wee  tofaraetd  af  thk,  end 
Am  forward  movemeat  oomrtmnaed.  Walker 
had  not  been  able  to  imn  kaa  of  kaftftle  oa  Kirk- 
knd'e  left  Ike  ewo  btigadea  (Oeeka'a  aod 
Ik-kktnd'^  mevad  off  kt  kibdsoae  algrle.  Iha 
sktrmnkeraeoaabasamaenfaMdk  ikb 
strength  in  my  front  wm  oalfnaam 


feperia  made  ky  Qiptaia  Mnstm,  SMJarer 

W«rea%  Seeead  army  eetpe.  liMakk«  parallel 
te  the  laikaad,  tke  laimy  waa  aenaeelad  from 
oar  %iew  by  kitta  and  waoda.  Oa  seeuig  e«r 
advance,  the  enemy  taMOd  hia  liaa  in  aoar  ol 
«ie  reffroad  eiaiwiihiasii%  hia  i%kt  reali^  on 
Areadlkai,aBdkUkienbyaiaibeadaat  labia 
taw  a  Mne  of  kils  asoendad  to  aome  ikm^ec 
fBierfset  bk  height,  giviHr  Um  aa  admitakla 
posMoaforkis  artaiKy.  Tka  rsiieead  ant  sad 
embankment,  at  thaloot  of  tka  kiMr  gaae  hka 
perf eot  protaciioa  te  M$  iatei^.  in  rear  of 
«e  enen^'s  fifbt,  «  tka- kiMa  fast  aatioed,  a 
eireidar  Mae  ef  ftte^dts  had  keen  tkiawn  op 
fcrtkefratmlieii<rf4eiwft%aaastJlwdBnn. 
Tkeee  itf  e^dte  wesa  illed  wttk  rndkairy,  and  a 
batftsty  was  eskMiked  i»aear  aad  kigksr  up 
ikakiks. 

Aa  Kiikkftd  moai*  fcrwaai,  kIs  kft  airook 
«M  evmy  ia  Ikerailraad  aat,  aear  Bnad  Run, 
He  dn)^  avasytWki^iB  kiadNoatalaaig  the  liaa 
of  the  railroad  before  him,  bat  waa  anakla  to 
eaby  Ika  aeaand  Maa  of  wmiks  M^P^  ^^^ 
were  ki  hie fraak  When  ia  tka  saikisi  cat, 
Ma  maa  ware  sapssid  te  aa  anMMkm  iae  ftom 
his  Tight,  in  additien  te  a  aaasae  iae  fteae  a  bat- 
^ttryaa  the  aartk  aide  aflaaadBifti.  As  posi- 
tien  waa^ntooaMe.  Ha  waa  «■■  iHid  te  M 
back.  AnaBikaaofklBman,ana^lMBwtaaBpoae 
tkeaiaslvea,  laianiard  in  Ika  ralfcpsad  aati  and 
were  c^itBred,   General  Gooka  was 
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eariy  in  <U  ««lk>9.  Wlm  witkU  Mne  ir* 
liniriixi  jwrdi  <rf  t^  mJimmti  km  krigidt  Ml- 
ed,  and  ■iwnniii  ir^  It  tBlmi^fatfy 
oh*rg«d  1^^  to  intU»  ftrlpr  ywj^^f  AflyRikqnH 
«nhiDlBi6«k  bvl  waft  iiireR  kMk,  btuiv  W' 
posed  «»t  94r  to  <i^o  lMi5^j  ir*  htWiiiri  th*niU 
HMd  fiwhanhiBni.  J^'rt  akir  l»»fii» oa its  right 
flank. 

Cooke  mi  tTirMtwd,  •oaptoUlr  aii^pt  Ae  WM 
ov«  idknk  thoftdYMM  weowwdei 

As  eooft  m  Qeolv't  brigade  gwie  «iis  i 
ordered  fliiTd  Parte  Id  tern  him  heigide  o» 

iBoveMenl 

Donw  the  aifUMe  ef  Coofce  Mtd  Siikkod»  a 
batteiySeloMnf  to  Mofaloek'e  battalieBt  w 
deraoA'a  divteoa,  ww  «rdeied  to  tite  poeitioa 
onahillakeQlfive  or  eu  kindied  yovdo^fveM 
tfie  nihroed,  tad  akovt  oppieite  Sirkleadli 
light  iaidKwidOeoke'oleiL  Thift  k^tery  wM 
oaptuwd  hy  tka«MMv.  I  wm  igMWit  ef  tke 
ikot  tkalakattw/  kod  been  eidered  to  ooowr 
this poillMft, witil it kiid be«i takea.  AkB<n3> 
edge  of  its  pmHAm  oftjiy  part,  heweyet,  wanld 
Bot  kavtt  gMPed  U,  aa  k  voaU  sot  have  been 
deemed  aeeeMaiy  to  have  funiekad  a  flpeeiol 
aa|»pert  Iht  it  ae  loag  m.  the  tw»  krigadea 
(Cooke's  and  KUtoBd's)  weae  to  ite  freat.  te 
reoenrkig  tolerafwtinn  that  the  eMaqr'a  skii^ 
niahoia  vera  apfaaaaUng  Ike  battery,  md  tfato 
it  was  to  daogv,  a  aagiairiat  waa  eadered  to  ita 
anppaat^  kift  »tored  cm  Ike  gpeaad  after  ive 
gone  kail  kaea  tokea  oft 

Itorii«;  the  ad^aiMa  el  Kkkkad,  Walker 
gained  grevnd  to  tka  laft»  awaaiag  Bipoad  ftwL 
Ftodk«  that  KifklMidVi  left  waa  gaiwDg  graud 
to  the  rights  Qanaaal  Walkv  laersiaad  Ike  ana. 
Befbia  keoMdd  Icwm  on  iioiUMid'a  lift,  £kk- 
ktf)d  kad  been  dawn  beak. 

CI  Mill  W Ae»,  doatog  tka  real  a^  the 
eogaff  eaeai,  aaapoited  a  kajtoty  &obi  Boagae^a 
kattattMi,pkoad  onaUttakook  aeveu  er  eigkt 
kvnckad faade hma tke aailroad.  Thiaaagega 
OMfit  waa  over  before  eiliwr  Walker  or  itoina 
oould  be  braaghiinto  aotiai^ 

iitor  the  wipakii  of  floate  aad  jjrttod,  I  aa^ 
formed  aajr  liae,  aad  advaaeed  agata  to  witkto 
abont  ftva  handved  msda  of  tkeaaikaad,  where 

iLi  night    Jbia 


daring 
waa  erdeaedy  aa  I  was  aeuviaeed  that  the  poai- 
tion  of  the  aawny  waa  toaatra^  to  ka  atlaokad 
in  front  The  position  now  occupied  -ODaUed 
ana  to  aaafl  m^mHrni  aa  oggaatuaiir  to  leaame 
the  attack,  in  tiM  eveoA  af  aa  attock  betog  made 
OB  the  aaaai^'a  toft  flaak  ^  Q«wrdl  Bwen^ 
trooea,  er  atkeia. 

I  deeai  libat  iaat  to  tka  traaaa 
by  Qaaaadk  Caaka  aad  Kirkkai  to  a^ 
witb  te  mMmfAm  el  oae  iegiflMnt»  all  kekaaad 
woll  uaiiw  Itet  wiaiM^a m 

It  aiaat  ka  kaaaa  to  a^id  tiatt  wkea  il» 
attaek  W«»  Hade  k^  Gaoko  aad  Kiikted,  tke 
eaeay  *a  feaaa  to  iroat  waa  imkaawBi  Ittiaaad 
oat  that  aaiaek  kaget  foaea  wm  to  mm  inot 

if  aot  Ike  greater  per- 


tiaa  of  twa»  aatiae  corps*  The  poaHton  acci- 
jnataMy  oeeiipied  by  the  a^tafty  vsa  as  strong, 
ea  ataatger»,nafeiT|Hy  and  astilklaMy.  tbaa  mili- 
tary art  could  nave  made  it  ay  aiaiur  hours' 

wolfcit  the  aaapv'siaft  ^apfcaKtoBdod  a  mile, 

or  ^ree-qiurters,  to  my  right ;  he  waa  not  com- 
pelied  to  manostoW  Jo  gat  iato  poaitioii,  march- 
mg  by  tka  ibaik  i  ae  waa  atoeady  in  line  of 
battle,  piatocted  by  a  railroad  embankment,  at  a 
q^ysaSintkaigkt  to  ahaitoa  ktoaaaa ;  with  hills 
in  his  rear  admirably  adapted  to  render  effectiTe 
hie  numerona  hsOnrwa  No  aukto^  man,  who 
haa  examined  the  ground,  or  who  mideratonds 
the  peaHtoa  aaid  oa  diipaaportionato  numbers 
of  the  ooatending  foreoa,  would  attadi  bkune  to 
tliaaa  two  kKigava  for  maaliat  wUh  m  rapaise* 
My  confidence  in  theae  troops  is  not  akakaa  by 
tka  iMill»  aad  I  tod  atoisfiad  an  fidda  to  oome 
tov  ^tfU  TJTMliMto  tka  hmk  aepatottoa  they 
have  Rained  on  many  a  haaa«foagv  katHa  field. 
Sad  nay  aaaniadsn  to-diiyiag  tke  enemy  iu 
tkato  frant  betora  tkeas,  aad  cwM  itm  hills 
key^  the  uaiiwdi,  it  to  prababb  toa  two  bri- 
gartaa  woald  kaaa  bean  oaptarad  h|f  the  eaeaay 

I  beg  la«re  to  krii«  to  llisaottoa  of  Urn  lieo- 
taMD^Oeaaial  aeauaan^ii«  tke  gdtoakr  dis- 
ftoyed  kg  Oanarda  Coeks  and  KwUaad,  both 
af  wkosa  waia  aavevekr  woandad.    I  regret 

»to  ttoi  abaaaaael  m  rfpeala  af  brigade 
aagiaieatak  aaniaaihii  i^  I  am  aaabto  to 
sane  tbe  aiOeeaa  wfcu  daaaave  apaatol  laantjon 
fisr gaad aoadaoi  ihsapaat^f 
JKy  ttoadw  a«a  daa  to 


Vary  i^eapaatfaBy, 
¥owokadiiat 


tLBmm, 


Haoenaaa  Mnmmt*B  ^twtit&r^ 


W*  IT.  ao^  A.  d.  Bmmnd  nird 

Army  Ckrpa/ 

Gsttain:  At  Wf-paat  tww  o'etoak  to  ^e  afilrar- 
aeoa  of  the  foaatoentk  toatsat  wkaa  aear  Bria- 
toe  Statteti,  I  reoeiyad  aadara  nraaa  tka  Liautee- 
aatflnaard  rsafmwndlipg  tka  f^ird  cetpa,  to 
aead  Matoteak  a  kattottoa  of  ^tilfeij  to  tke 
front,  aai  to  -tptw  two  krigades  of  n^  diTtoion 
to  tka  rii^tof  Ike  read  kf  wkiak  wa  bad  be«n 
apfiraaaaiag  tke  atoiaoa,  to  toteieepl  a  aoiomn 
flf  Ike'eaeanir'a  taoops  whiok  was  moviiig  along 
Ike  adlroad  towardaike  ataioa. 


Poaey*a  and  Pwrsy^  ksuDactoa 
aMy  pa*  to  aaaliaa  ttomigk  a  piece  of  aroods, 
to  eaeento  tke  ordaa,  kat  betoae  tkayarriyed 
w^kto  aMte  diata^e^  1to»  eaeaiy  aMYod  off 
at  doBhto^aicB,  and  d&Mppeared  in  a  place  of 
pina  f oraat  aaar  toa  raikaad. 

Tka  brigadas  aQatinaed  to  adaaaea  towards 
the  railroad,  in  the  direction  wUsk  kad  been 
todtoated  ^  iieatoMntfOewsnl  SlL  natal  tiiej 
fovad  tka  aaaay  «atcoBg|gr  poated  behiiid  ttie 


f:t  I'M 


ii5 


and 


anil  ««l%-^Hilfei  •  btttHf 

plnalwi  m  H  — fttoito  ibt  rmkr 


tesevpt  ImmI  m^  iiA^poitfOTi 
aadlMled 

WkiA  w  •MRed.  I 

to 

nenttd,  is  i  dewier  it 
adwDMof  1h»t»oop»of  «^ 
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of  lb»  Sicoad  •orpB  ^ptft  «8niiw  «^  <n»»y 


Ikon  ^di^dwod 
qnitAiTtf  Ihi 


iMfton  iMoMDo  holftr  «M«i/  nd  * 
brignde  «f  Mi  iMom,  •i^  tb»  Mt  o#  V7  liMn- 
ioB,%raidri<v<enliic^  Mi  «BMiy%  iklMiibMto 
nd^<«i]9Md  1lB««gb-1i9  ftp,  ini^  Of  wal  Lmg 


fotto*  it  itamnmftMb  io  pest  M 
rcnyn  nngwie  oqmbni  xnvivw 


^VNMtfj^i   A. 


Diffition: 

viflton  hoiifl^fiili  ImUy  I  *1iaV4i  md  honor  to  malra 
tfi/e  IMtowhilr  report  (yf  tii6  pail  takon  hy  ixxf 
l>rf ffftd^  in  ^M  €iisga|^eni0htr  ot  BKtfloe  Stttion, 
on  the  loiirteeiith  of  October,  18A : 


tfto  MMmy,  and  Miiio<M'8  w  pot  hUMliuii  to' 

regite  Hm  gtoittd  #iaiwhi«  o«  mdn  Ind 

be«i  Artven,  bnl  \ml$ih  it  tmdbii  the^^^tt 

divMoif.  *  ^ncry^  wb^  Puiiof's  hipin#9  Ibin 

Qonunl  Lotig*!  nrtiflbiy  gi#tiiito  potilRNi  ^  bvi  It 
wiMlia«r  neS^Er  dfltk,  oi^  iHer  ft  few  uMfttn' 

CftBflOIIBdiR^  j  to  ^WA  tho'^Mn^  MpHftd  "WftfUiy, 

t]i6  ftili|^  nM  dtseoflttmiedl 

The  troope  of  my  diirirtfn  ^SBoftfile^h^  Use 
of  bstOe  dnrlBf  the  vlfht.*  b  the  morfiaf  Hie 
enemy  ni^Bve  gone, '     ' 

1  fftgfet  to  f epof t  fliftt  in  IMf  %nidr  Chcplnlu 
Thcfeam  L.  fttfMd;:  «f  lb«  fHxtewi^  VfajMi 
re^^ent,  an  excellent  officer,  was  killed.  Brig- 
ftdier-Genend  Po«^Yftnd  LletflefidbliuoIoflM  1^7% 
commanding  EH^ft  Fforida  regimenti  received 
nev«re  irotude,  the  former  in  the  left  ^igh, 
and  the  fetter  in  the  right  hip ;  and  Oaptain  A. 
JL  Jones,  Twelfth  Miaaissippi  reinment,  was 
wonoded  in  l6e  rif^  teg.  fde  ton!  casaalties 
wei«  «bmi  #U  kMM  «id  fmlpl^u  (4S) 
wonndsd.         TwyiremoMlly;* 

Tbv  most  obeaient  servant, 
'  -  '     -  lb  fl.  Aimnsoir, 


M7brigftdft.wJnBndin1lMolbattle  ina 
woods,  about  one  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  Ckn- 
era!  ^aMmd\  my  light  coKsilnff  hia  ngbt,  his 
btigada  b#ing  nearly  double  the  Mi«th  of  mine. 
WhUeln  thift  position Ganarftl  q»th  ii^naed 
ma  tha  enaai^' vaa  innnii^;  that  ha  would  not 
have  time  for  me  to  gat  imf»  lirkknd^  left, 
but  ikA%  I  must  do  ao  on  lia  march.  This  I 
foq^  hnpoarfbk  to  do.  I^irtjand'a  brigade 
aooa  foi  into  the  opeaifidd.andcaHuneneed  gahi- 
ing<groaad  to  the  right,  byn  wheri, wMleanne, 
akaa^y  hahind  and  on  the  oiroamfsaenee,  had 
ft  denaa^wooda  to  awrok  teangh  for  hatf  a  mile. 
Thia  dlitMaa  baaught  mm  brigade  on  Broad 
Rom  While  cMMing  thia  in  line  af  batHe, 
Ki^klaad  beaaBM  hotly  angagad.  Seeing  his  left 
fSltimm  iMnAd  so  faat  to  Aeiront  and  right,  I 
taarahad  m^  bngnde  bytiM  vight  §ai^ again 
MUfifttd  Broad  Ran,  and  4ouble-<|«icked  my  bri- 
■ada  to  t7«Mi  «fttq|i  19  wMh  KiiUand'te  left 
Wban  I  gat  inta  tfaa  apen  ieid  I  saw  his  left 
had  been  ianniand  and  wns  laBiog  back  in  utter 
oiiMBon.  I  anaoended  in  getting  tha  three 
righ;!  ragiamnla  od  my  btigade  intvpoaad  be- 
tvaan  *e  anaaay'andvaftee  md  tie  battwy  on 
tiM  hill  at  the  eeaaatiry.  A  porHan  af  EJrk- 
kndW  fasiflada  (two  ragsnant^  waie  than  rallied 
on tka lighl af theaa regimeBtB.  Tl*fonrzegi- 
zaanta  an  tiie  kit  af  my  brigade  were  hnhed  on 
the  aaaat  af  4faa  hil  at  the  aanH«My,  abreast 
wdii  it»  battnry  nt  that  plaaa.  fha  Ihia  re- 
maiMd  tbna  notil  ftn  vagteeiita  of  Kiridand's 
biinnde  ware  aasi^,  endcr  ^raotioa  of  Oen- 
aaal  Kaakfend's  A<^tvi^«enand,  ta  ^a  right 
and  rear  cf  Aa  batiafT  at  Ilia  oaraelary.  Cm- 
lain  qtt,af  «aMral  ifii^s  atafl^^  bm^tan 
oadar  dtor  tWa  batlffy  to  Slave  ta  tba  iMit  I 
tald  bIm  i  ^ma  snppartiBg  the  battery,  and  asked 
Um-M  d  alK>ild  nave  wiUi  it  Sa  iMiad: 
«'¥aa."  1*  had  aoaroelr  gotlan  Mf  w^  dawn 
Hia  bil  ^rtth  my  ba«Kbde  wi^n  lif  a^or  IMntosh 
lapaated  ta  me  thai  lia  suppuats  haaiiig  retwed 
km  bad  tawilMiairMa  mea  from  thS  battery 
o»4he  f%bt  af  tba  rood,  ftdel  tint  if  I  eonMget 
ft  Mitoaal  there  in  time,  I  might  retake  it  Ttns 
1  eManroiai  to  da  fmmediataiy,  and  eitered  a 
rMtm4bt#adoMie-i|aiuk  to  tiapoailiofi,  but  be- 
fcta  tl  aorriired  the  gmis  were  out  m  sight 
etanilaiisflnsly  wiHr  Ma^  Hclntosfar,  Major 
Fha*y,  IM^rtnt^kneral,  reported  thait  ^  en- 
emy were  agalM  advaaeing  m  tiie  dfreotion  of 
Iha  MBStarf.  i  humadlatslT  deploTad  a  regi« 
nmnt  av  akiiiiiMiuiB  *  agalb  fonned  nsr  brigade 
in  Ma*  tad|(bBd  pesilion,  and  roTnahiea  so  until 
new  dlniArttiana  were  made  for  the  ifiglit 

I  aauiied  ^  etata  at  the  oonmancenieiit,  be- 
fore my  brigade  was  put  into  line,  General  Hill 
ddiacdied  ms  TeUilaonth  Tennessee  regiment, 
aM  dlpsaled  tt^  tidn  a  position  as  skfnnisherB 
on  tie  Tlgiit  ef  Ilia  fftie.  This  regiment  rejoined 
the  brigade  the  next  mombif.  Ihiclosed  is  a 
Hit  df  cftHiflNies  duHt)^  the  eiigagementi 
lloapectfnlly  submitted, 
•        ••     H.  H.  WitraB, 
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BEBELUOir   SEOORD,    186»^. 


Bbidquaiqxbs  CkMKi'a  BBiaApB.  '    \ 

Major:  Tb«ve  the  hoiror  to  report  Umt,  on 
the  fourteetrfti  imtsnt,  on  Arffvfog  witMn  one 
or  two  mitee  cf  Br^itoe  Station,  tb«  brigade 
formed  a  ffm  <^  batie  dn  the  ri|^ht  of  the  road 
in  ttie  foltowing  orde^:  first,  For^-feilth  Ifor^^ 
OaroHnit;  ae^ond,  FiftieenUl  NoH&  GarofflMt; 
third,  TVentf-aeventh  Nortb  Omrotna,  and  Ihe 
Fort^Mgh^yotSi  Carolina  on  Hie  lefH  Mltr 
forming  -vre  adraiiced  tfarofu;1i  a  vcrry  IbMt 
undergroPTth.  On  ^Mirliig  Ibe  woods  abd  ar- 
riving in  the  ftrst  owning,  Am  biigade  was 
halted  a  few  nomants  to  oorrect  the  dignment. 
Tha  enemy  was  diaeoverefl  massed  upon  ovp 
left  beyond  the  raibt)ad,  and  to  Hie  left  sf  Ifte 
road  leading  to  the  station.  Being  then  br  eotn- 
mand  of  the  extreme  right  regiment,  T  Inrnedf^ 
atetf  diseo  wared  timt  Hie  enemy  wait  fn  beft^ 
force  on  my  rigbft^iind  bnsfiy  engaged  bi  geftCbig 
in  position.  In  a  few  flieiAeiits  wi  were  ordei^ 
ed  te  ad^tinee)  and  soon  after  the  eiieniy^  iricb^ 
inishers  eommenxied  fring  ob  iiy  HgW  flask. 
I  discovered  the  Itee  of  baMIe  btMna  Hievatik 
rood,  exiendbig  as  far  on  my  rigbt  as  f  ooidd ' 
sesi  Also,  a  mass  of  Ipsops  lying  perfwidierav' 
to  the  road^  and  on  the  side  ne^ee  to  >«s,  from 
whieb  body  an  Bffnmoe  was  made  en  my  ftgbl 
in  ooHSideraM»  vambers;  I  iben  sent  weid  to 
General  Oeoke  Hiail'I  waSTnaclt  annoyed  by  #ie 
fire  and  serbnialy  ihseatuaed.  ^  I  «ent  my  iMil 
compaliy  to  <SDga^  Ibe  skdraslshiffs  o#  rnvriprt, 
bat  they  wen  soon  drives  in.  I  Ibea*  emiged' 
the  front  ef  or  n^laent  tm  tbe  ftrsi  cempany 
and^obeeked  tlieir  MheHoe.  The^rigadtf  had 
agaift  batted,  jttrt  befcre  gelCbM  tn^sr  ftPe,  ^aiftd 
I  moved  baokj«B#  in  liae  to  jo&  Ihe4ine  U  Ma- 
final  aiwiuel.  0eon  after  gettiav  mder  Irek  I 
f omid  Ibat  tbe  Ml  of  Ibe  brigSde  bad 
menced  irii^  bs  they  ndvasKMidf  wMcb  Was 
taken  «p  akmg  the  whole  liaa.    ihestir 


seeff  ma  we»e  kw  <f  laeli—  IfciBhn  b«A, 

tbeyfei  b^jk?  tha  tir^^righi lagmwita  m  faod 
order;  Ibe  M«4  (T'waaiyujsssatb  K««h  Coro* 
line)  in  an  honorable  coniualHi^  h«M  ikm  fmai 
tbkt  bilimi  iias  hill  a^  i»i  i  tl^is  of  the 
rMmsttl  bsi  bete  WBai  md  t^vmlad,  ihey 
baof  biate  sier^  sBPSid  peiMoiilhaii  tha 
olhflrtwofegiiMStatMhaAfnMfufllhv.  The 
>M*f»eifehih,  bi  adeMcbig,  mmmi^i4  the 
wimfelneldliag'bMh.  1  SttaAtha  bn^s  ^m 
the  Am  ftild  we  oaiM  ta^^bM^iav  fawind 

eMmyti  ttM^teti  wfaish  poai- 
k  hiywi  the  aaeend  icM^ea 
seeing  the  mtm^  ease  o«t  em  mat  bigfai  and 
left.  After  sAeHiHie^habeisftdaeraaiiaial 
Dvria  jobssd  m  m  tha  eighty  «f1sm  we  s«aia 
to  wslhiBtfaT  bmndrai  fUd^^  Hm 
the  ridMt  tiweair  briM 
dlwHM  ihe  m^iL 


STrStSTm 


th*  ei«i«SBBHrt^  anl  JpDti  ito  fnmmi^  to  the 
bfigade  tbe.toib  Mf  be  Imd  toitj  Wiftstato 
tha*  I  kftew  nathsig  of  tiM  «aiMi  Saisv  than 
nttbl  we  bed  Men  baek  to  tha  ^acoad  field. 
ThagMB  eat^  AsMbaea  iaavteer^bvltbey 
iMMt  c  I'lshaajy^hsiwa  beaii  ptoned  iim^  aftor  we 
advaMBd;«0d,  to  rekeaitoM^ ftesa  cor  kasba* 
betb  bf  ibiiiriiM  end  attogjlipir, dbertoeed  »»r 
Umbsni  MMbthat,  wilb  ^  atfiian  of  oae  of 
G«eral  Kirk&Mi'a  rsMiiirihi  ^ost^foNs^ 
North OaEvdtoa), wbi^  jehwdToar  kfk^^bft 
of  th»  brigade  iwnaipa  distaasoitotha  eight  of 

tito-fOBSii  (ktle0nu&»tb»^aaavefetbevMiMi 
to  fjangsi  1 1  i  fi^patobed  »  pestjoa  of  my^^muot 

to  the  rebel,  bii4  tbeaw  bad  be^  takeo  gff  he- 
foae  the  iwliefairivedL  l  wopUxe|Mctfu%  ateto 

thatLbegftbeeftwithtbe  ^qgadeawgagae  of 

the  heaviest  engagem|M)to  ef  the  am^  and  Wve 

itmmm  amr^  90^  aed  deteooiaad. 


Gooke  was  womMled,  and  Ibat  I  wae  to  eta^ 
inand.  I  ordered  my  regiment  to 
and  pflsaed  «p  to  tha  eentre  of 
sioppbig  the  wiag  as  I  went;  The  brigade  _ 
then  wiwn  two  bimdred  yarda  of  the  mdkoad. 
On  getting  00  the  top  of  the  ^biB,  I  fmnai  the 
brigade  auffetiqg  from  a  be«^  todT  fire  of  er> 
tiUery,  frvm  the  right^-^M  ftaaber  of  g«ue  I 
canaot  aa^,  evideatif  meve  than  one  bsAtonp; 
Alao^  thsgpne  on  the  left  and  rasT  of  the  tait- 
roadhadaaeefiladingfireoaiiB.  TbeHMMhslry 
fire  from  ihe  line  (3  railroad  was  very  hftivy. 
I  soon  saw  that  a  rapid  advaaaa  moat  be  made, 
or  to  withdraw.  I  ohose  the  forsMr^  I  paeeed 
the  word  to  tha  r%ht  regjraento  to  en^ge, 
whicn  was  dope  in  what  I  ooneeiiee  to  be  ingood 
style.  The  Fourth  vegimeet  waa  eomewbat 
confused*  But  I  sent  tiie  Lieatanaot-Calenel 
commanding  w(Hrd  to  follow  the  Bm^  wblab  be 
did  with  aboat  two-lfafads  of  bis  regiment, 
the  balance  giving  iwey.-  The  brigade  charged 
up  to  withto  forty  yerds  of  the  railroad,  and 
from  the  severity  of  the  fire,  and  from  then 


afl4  Ihe4  tlieir  fatMng  .baok  ramOtod  froati  no 
facdt  of  meira,  but  from  the  great  aupeitority  of 
nraaben  and  peaiboii  oC  the  eeajpay«  ana  entire 


war<to  bilosmation  waa  broniM  m»  tbat'£teMrid  j  Ipn^  ^.  seppart,  betb  Ml  em 

of  itarhaeen  . 

I  httve  the  boBor  te  i^at 

Beeipectfttgr 

»Aiei3ai    ■BBissi  »■ 
*oci!^isto  / 
Oaptaim  Wi  K  SiaHIm  A.  A.  0.  Third  Arm^ 

CAPTAiif :  In  aeoordenoe  with  voor  reqneet,  I 
have  the  Mbidr  to  eabmit  fte  IWtowlnr  report, 
being  depMasto  ef  as»  ftesedy  toliabed  Colonel 
Wefisr,  ef  the  part  tdken  by  tbk 
the  SMMSBMiBt  a%  Br||toe  at^n  ^  the 
noon  of  8ie  fourteenth  tnstant : 

Whem  witoa  ahei^  a  mHi^  of  the  atatioQ.  I 
reeelved  an  order  firoon  Jfajer-Qeoeial  Andfgwan, 
throng  lfiEi|or  DunoaBfiiia  atoff  omar»  to  aaove 
iqy  MhAoii  to  fte^  front  T^amag  fiie  divv> 
sion,  I  halted  a  moiBe&t  upon  the  op«i  ground 


m 
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where  (he  desoent  td  the  ftCQroad  ^egfkii  f  «Aid 

Uaior  Doooan  aayitig,  iB  he  jMneA  me  i|ga&.  ttbt 

he  had  d!rectlon0  from  Lieotebait-QeBeiv  Hlf 

where  to  pMce  me^  I  moTed  immedbtei^  oii«  at- 

tractiiiff  aome  flnf  firom  the  6B«n9''8  ImlleneaL 

ObeerYUtf  that  I  wair  approadlhig  i^af  the  tbff- 

my,  I  ordered  Oq;>hun  JEtmt  to  take  Ws  two 

Whltwofth  rntm  oaf  of  tfiecolomn  abd  plaoe 

fhem  hi  Hie  oeat  poaitio«  be  eonld  itA  on  tte 

hiOa  in  rear.    OAjptain  Johnaon'a  bitteiy  had 

preTiowfy  beeiK  detached  brr  order  ef  flwaal 

Andemon,  and  hft  at  Brood  Rftn.    WM 1^  fih 

maining  nine  fpas,  I  proceeded  to  ^Itow  liaj^r 

Dancan,  who  pointed  out  ta  open  spaeo  between 

two  pine  thicKeti  aa  the  pomtlon  wfaioli  I  w«a 

to  oocimy.    Oor  fine  of  itdhntry  wm  thete  in  ibe 

act  ^  airandng  oref  ttie  hfllat thw  potot,  and 

drew  a  heain[  mnakfltrj  fire  on  f^eni  in  rear,    f 

therefore  halted  my  ophmm  d  4ie  btmf4  lim 

rising  0ronnd  in  f^ont,  flevdbli^  woi^^  b^  LiPi^ 

tenant  Hotwton,  my  Ordnance  Ofleer ,  w4ie>  a^ 

companied  me  mi  the  field,  te  Lteutoiiaiit-Owwitf 

Hill,  why  T  had  done  no,  and  ordering  tli«  ptooea 

to  draw  op  nndcfr  cover,  I  proceeded  to  look  aft 

the  gronnd  with  Major  OmKsan.    On  oaflil^a  my 

ere  over  the  jield, I  saw  and repieatiited  to  mj&t 

Ijoncan  the  exposuxv  of  the  aitoation,  becanae  el 

its  proximity  to  the  ndfaroad  bank,  b^ng  only 

four  or  fiye  lttm<^red  yards  diatait,  iHioiu  the 

enemy's  line  of  battle  y^fm  poatad,  and  in  Ml 

view  of  a  number  #f  typpofltog  'baMMtafi,  afreiDfa^ 

ing  from  the  left  to  fhe  extMBke  f%lilkr    lie 

(M%|or  DoBcan)  left,  aayin^  he  wotdd  tepreteiiNr 

the  intm/don  to  GeneM  HiQ.    fo  Ike  iwiwlliiie 

onr  lijiahad  adraneeda  abort dislMoe  o^r«p tk9 

creat  of  the  hfli  fl^d  exhibiting  efuytetti  el 

waverfng,  I  draered  up  fl^e  Uj^t  rijo  g  arna^  ontih 

BiBting  of  the  Second  RMiAHd||^  battery,  thlres 

gfuna,  Lieu  tenant  WiAace  comuaaokig ,  iaEid  % 

section  of  Hnnf^  battery,  vnder  Lietteitant 

Grenshair,  and  dtrecMM  them  to  epee  with  fAidl, 

firing  cfw^r  th<i  heada  of  our  neai  * 

Lieutenant  Bonslon  returned  Jnat  at  Mi 
time,  with  a  meaaige  from  Oeneral  HiH^  tkad  ke 
wished  me  to  take  a  paaitfon  afe-<|4lik^  aa  ye» 
alble,  and  I  therefore  (M'dered  up  a  aeetlon  of 
Rice*8  If apoleOQ  battery,  placing  it  t»  ttie  Ml  of 
the  illle^na.  Before  this  order  wai  oiecttled, 
however,  our  HnOof  infkntry  in  frontkad  bnAoB^ 
and  falling  back  to  the  guns,  pwiaod  on  to  the 
rear ;  my  offioera  joined  me  m  ondeavofteg  to 
rally  and  stop  them  upon  the  elope  in  rear  of 
the  guns,  btt  wmoot  avail.  Lieatonant  Wllaoa 
whin  thus  erikaged  waa  atrwk  down  «ad  aart- 
oujsIy  injured  by  a  abeU. 

The  ground  bekig  oloarof  oitf  hitetiy  ki 
front,  I  dlreJMl  a  rmmd  or  two  of  eialilor  ta 
bo  thrown  at  tka  vtemy  alone  Ike  raikoad,  k«t 
painted  tbo  fire  chiefly  aganiat  the  oppoakig 
battery,  whidi  conoenbwted  npon  me  a  oon^ 
verging  Ih'e  from  flifee  direotiona.  I  deopatdhod 
a  mesaenger  haatily  to  Qeneral  Hid,  to  aay  that 
I  was  bi^ly  oofladod  froa  tlia  ri^t,  aood  re- 

Srded  the  pooitfon  nnteoaiUe.  whioh  meaaaga 
o  Qeneral  naa  ainco  kik>nBOa  me  ko  dM  aot 
roooive. 


lbllB¥fi%'  I  eoM  eblftki  a  poatMoa  to  Ao 
right,  where  I  could  divert  the  onemy^  iro,  I 
proeeeded  in  tkax  directk>n  wMk  tko  two  grms 
undiapoaed  of,  a  aectioB  of  NeaoUnn,  aadar 
LlouteaMt  rrtoo,  mA  met  IMar  Btacaa  m  «ko 
way,  wkotM  ne  guna  won  Booded  Ib  tkot 
(Toarter,  and  who  aEowod  mo  a  poditlan  droaa 
wick  tko  onamv*o  baMary,  Ikon  aHHPylaf  «o 
m  mttch.  Ootid  be  taken  a^oot  ia  reaa.  Ho 
iBffehifed  me  altkaaaaie  time  that  Ooaaial  Lang 
would  have  up  a  number  of  guna  in  a  lew  mta' 
utea,  and  m  ono  of  LidOkmaail  Meo'a  was  de- 
tained by  ^n  aecidoBt  on  tko  way,  1  deemed  it 
imprudent  to  opok  with  one  gun,  and  ordered 
the  Lieut^ant  to  report  to  General  Long  aa 
soon  aa  he  came  up»  and  desired  him  to  open 
imaMdiatoly. 

Returning  to  the  first  position,  where  I  had 
left  seven  guns  eugaged,  1  observed  that  ^e 
fire-jMi  aaaaori*  On  iDquicing  tba  raa^n  jsf 
LdeuteDant  Wallace,  then  In  comifiand,  he  re- 
plied that  ho  hod  not  men  enough  l^ft  to  work 
the  guns ;  that  the  enemy  was  advancing,  and 
he  had  jaist  boon  to  look  iar  Infantry  support 
I  at  OBoe  ordered  the  guna  to  be  dragged  down 
the  hill  by  hand,  and  the  remaining  men,  who 
o^iO'lytig  in  the  bash,  alaated  forwaod ;  but  #t 
that  instant,  a  body  of  the  enemy,  OHpatently 
dk&nntikora,  appeared  atealiag  over  tho  omal  of 
diohtiliaBd'iKannaont  mora  wwa  aatoog  tho 
gHOa.  i  aaw  it  waa  tao  lata  to  remooo  wem, 
and  dkiealud  ika  limbara  and  oaiaaona  to  bo 
drawn  off  aa  tko  odgo  of  th*  wood,  and  Ika 
mHt  to  teHao  witboalaotto. 

Boliorint  Hm  ■■labor  of  ika  omu^  at  tko 
goaa  #»  bo  aaaU^and  tkat  thor  aould  atill  bo 
rooaivaoad  wilk  paoaoptactioaiyl  aodo  npidly  in 
ih  of  •  body  «<  Bteky,  kot  the  pkin  ia 


my  rear  waa  bare  of  all  troops.  After^omO'aHl" 
atoa»  I  fiMSid  a  -ktigais  QaawTd  Walkar'%  I 
tkhla  Mid  r«»«otod  to  kim  tko  oondilkw  of 
aWra,aad4aabod  kia^  to  throw  forward  a  body 
aa  quiokly  aa  poaeible. 

▲  ^mr  mkrales  after  i  obaaavad  ^OMaal  Heth 
aapiiihaaa,  wken  I  ii^ormed  him  alao  of  a^ 
aitaatfen.  Ueutoaant  WaHaoo  infoaaaa  mo  1M 
ka  aaw^ha  oaaaiy  roll  off  the  guns  by  hand,  in 
a  few  miantaa  after  thoy  wore  taken  poaagaaion 
of.  Hko  two  Napoloon  giM  of  Oaptaia  Rioo 
were  botk  daabiod,  having  thoir  axles  brohon, 
aid  tko  okeek  ol  oao  skivered ;  ono  woo  drag- 
ged off  before  tke  abroach  of  tko  oaeagr. 
Tko  olke*  waa  roooveiod  tho  aoxt  maaBiag. 
Al  iM  MUOBBittoa  in  tho  liari^ora  of  the  fkioaea 
aaopoBdod  by  G^tam  Bloo»  hia  calaaoaa 
J  kevt  in  rear.  He  ootimatea  Ike  tiao 
dviag  wiiiah  ho  waa  engaged,  at  obo  1io«$ 
kia  qaoaaitiaa  woro  eight  men  wounded,  and  ton 
koiaea  dknbM. 

Tko  five  liAe  pieoaa,  whioh  preceded  Gapkua 
Rkio  ia  tko  aokon,  were  engaged  probab^  an 
kow  and  a  qBaalar.  lieutanaBt  WiOlaco'a  tkioo 
gBDofirad  two  kiadrod  and  four  louadoi  Mia 
oaoBaitioo  ware  two  liaateBaats  woandod,  and 

two  maB  iillad  aad  thirtaon  i idiri  ;  liou- 

tenant  Grenahaw's  section  fired  only  twenty-five 
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sixtotti  wounded* 

ftp  tvtel  «f  iMwOlMi  wM  4fafe«iii«i  kiOed 
and  mir^y^int  womided;  forfy4oar  h«BiM  wer« 
dtelifedk  1M  atotisn  <tf  ^)^k)1ma  fiBL  wdtr 
Tii<rtaiilt  F^Hoe,  itoortod  |oXi»qlM>wtr#1onftl 
JoMi,  «l  fitoeial  Xong'tt  odquimd^  and  wa» 
mgngai  Into  in  lb*  afliaio«ii«  witbopi  sufiedog 
any  latB  ia  maa  or  boiaaa.  Tfaa  aeoiio^  ot 
TVktwodiw  ftrad  eight  ahftto  ai  t^  flftemy,  iko 
withcMitloiflt 

i  a*,  0^ptai%  Tvy  reapealMl^ 

Y^rnr  obadawit  Borvao^ 
S.  Gb  Mq[ino8B. 

X^  ArQIlari; 


Doa  49. 


N  INTO  KA8T  minsdb^ 


BIPOBI  or  MAJOIUOERERAL  URVlAHOff. 


Hove: 


■oa'tiiinwa.) 

flKinoir.  > 

nfber  1%  IMJ 


9b  a>&MMf  ^.  if:  BtwU,  A.  A,  €k 


OwaimL «  Agradibif  to  ordava  Moaivad  froa 
army  headq«arlani  on  tfaa  aav«nlemk  iiMimo,  I 
prooaedad  to  Oharleataa,  Tannaaaae»  arriiMf 
tfaera  with  a  portion  of  my  oonMand  abant  tva 
o*alo<At  p.  v.,  on  #ia  ninetaaatb  iltinM). 

The  faUnre  of  the  aaMrond  oftciaii  to  emaw 
a«l  the  ifTangrimahta  and  obay  tha  mdmm  nb- 
tire  to  the  tranaportaiiaD  of  tha  toaopa,  and  Hia 

"      I  flMMe 


dahgr  canaed  thereby,  have  baao 

ject  af  a  apeciai  uiaiiMi^ition  ta  tha  aoi»- 

inandtng  CroneraL 

IniBiediailely  upon  my  amral  at  Chaiinatqa  I 
gave  the  f oUoving  diteotiona  to  Colonaia  MfBmA' 
mm  and  Dibrell,  oommaDdtog  b^^padan  ol  aav- 
alry: 

*"  ColaiMl  Manriaan,  wilh  hia  «hok»  effactiye 
fbrce,  rahtforcad  by  Colonel  KJnFanaa'a  awi 
Mi^or  Jaaaie^i  oonmanda,  wil  move  an  aa 
to  reaah  the  rear  ol  PhikdelpUn  by  difi^fed 
tuvaMiraw  morMtig,  and  be  prc^Munad  to  ao^apan- 
ate  with  Colonel  Dibrell,  who,  with  hn  aftctiv>a 
command,  will  ad^noa  ao  aa  to  attoeh  the  ana- 
lly, supposed  to  be  at  that  point,  at  di^ifl^ 
dhaidd  tha  enemy  not  ba  foand  at  Phfladalphiaft 
the  aoBunanda  will  aeak  and  oaptnra  aa  oiive 
him  acrosB  tiie  Tennessee.  Having  routai  (be 
aandry,  they  will  move  on  Landanyaad,  should 
the  forea  of  the  anamy's  infimhry  tbeia  be 
wtil  ttttaak  and  aarry  that  plaoa.  in  that 
London  will  be  held  byaoaffi^ 
suitable  scouts  sent  up  Uie  river 
with  regard  to  the  enemy  in  Ihnt  dlraeCion. 
Colonel  Morrisom  wtM  sand  a  aoleat  torca  of  ana 
hmidred  and  Mtj  men,  in  coBBmnnd  of  a  snttfr 
Ma  ofloer,  to  destroy  the  farry  at  £ingatoik  B^ 
wiU  alao  detail  from  hIa  comoiaad  twa 
ntoa  to  piakat  the  riv«r  on  omr  Ml  faok.'' 


Dm  moYsn^Qt  djr^tod  wm  at  once  com- 
wanrod,  jtot  owii^  to  ^e  duBcuIty  m  cross- 
ing tihp  Hiwaaaea  at  ^e  ford  oy  which  C<]i- 
onel  Itonrison  mov^d^  the  athick  waa  not  made 
nntfl  m  kto  ^  ocp  o*alock  p.  il»  on  the  twentieth 
uUmo.  for  %  ome  the  riaistaoce  waa  stub- 
bom,  the  anemy  making  a  g^Uant  fight^  but 
fiMly  ti3M0^  broke  and  ieOf  in  the  greatest  oon- 
fosioty  to  their  defency  at  Lcoidon.  The  met 
that  th«y  lind  {here  a  fort^cl  ppsitiop,  widt  an 
wSmtCf  V^pqr^  i^  affproach  of  d^Kiiess,  and 
^  OBUianahon  of  oar  oavsJry  after  Aieir  lon^ 
wmk  and  ievera  figb^  decided  Colonels  Mom- 
mna  and  DilNreD.  not  to  maka  ao  tmmedfote  at- 
t|okn|iw  Lcmdon.  Our  loss  amouut^^d  to  fif- 
tacn  ^|ifedi  «igh1y4wo  wounded,  and  three  miss- 
ing. That  Qi  toe  enepy  jras  greater  in  killed  and 
woondady  and  by  iiaptore  about  seven  hundred 
pElpOBiBxai  ai:(  piaces  of  artillery,  and  all  their 

mifan^  nmhiil^fnitt  *"^  <^^^P  ^ulp^e.  On 
tte  nasi  mocaing  ih«  enemy  aavancea  in  force, 
TB^nfry  and  aavah^r^from  London,  and  Colonels 
M^raiftn  and  DlhceU  wltbi^?^  ^u:  ^ommanda 
to  Sv^etwatar:  there  to  await  the  arrival  of 
the  inamtyy  Tbe  eoei^y  fell  back  to  London  that 
nighib  I  reached  the  uont  on  the  morning  of 
the  tv#n^-aeoand,ffioved  the  in£i<Ltry  to  Moosa 
Qraak  th^  d^,  and  soon  afterw^roa  to  Sweet- 
water, ti^  u#  eveQ^ig  of  the  twenty-third  of 
Oatobar  the  apeni^  AOvaaoad  in  considerable 
toivagnd  sMSged  tha  oawlry  i(f  ^  AoTt  time, 
MMri^  ai  oiiik*  Their  Ipsa  is  not  known. 
Qmm  ia  fii^a  wo«udad. 

fta  aagie  jnovement  was  agaiQ  made  jby  them 
aa  tha  avaniiig  af  the  twaut^-aUft  c^  October. 
In  Hiia  «A^  ov  lorn  wfM  tprea  wounded  and 
ftra  miadf#  The  anemy  are  kapwn  tp  have 
had  thfaa  nammhiainnflff  efficeca  and  several 
privitoa  killed,  and  a  numbar  wounded* 

On  the  twaid^p«eva|i^  ot  October  I  waa  in- 
tomi^d  that  ine  notorioua  oaahwha^er  and 
robber,  Brvaon^  had  bean  aent^  with  nis  com- 
Mpd«  b^Mmaida,  to  get  in  i^y  rear  and  obftain 
i^fonnation  aa  to  our  moveooanti  an^  iut^tiona. 
Limmadiata)y  gsive  BrigsfLier-Gentfal  Yaqghn 
%  dfttoohment  of  abont  odQ  hundred  men,  and 
direatod  him  to  int^oapt  and,  if  poakibla,  to  do- 
stroy  tha  ^arty.  He  ^ucceedad  in  disparaing 
tham»  kSUag  several  i^d,  taking  amon^  the  pria- 
oners  a  Captain.  JwlAg  the  pursuit  Bryaon 
himself  waa  killed. 

Ou  me  twanty^wventh  of  OotoW  Cheathan*a 
diviaton,  commanded  during  the  euadltion  by 
Btjgadiar-Gronend  Jackson,  reacliad  Athena,  ana 
by  this  accession  my  force,  before  so  weak  as 
to  ba  antirelf  inadeqoato  for  a  decided  move- 
menfcagainsl  the  enemy  at  London^  waa  strei^gth- 
anad  to  sucn  an  extopt  aa  woiM  have  eonbtod 
91a  to  actively  assume  the  o&iaiva:  but  the 
enan^,  informed  doubtlees  bv  dialoyal  citiaeiin 
ol  the  airival  of  these  reuiforoemento.  evaco- 
Ated  JU^ndon  on  the  night  of  th^  same  (laor* 

On  the  twent^lghto  of  October  I  sent  Bri^- 
adtor-Oeontal  vaq^n,  widi  a  force  oi  oavalry, 
•oroia  the  Littto  Tennessee  Blvar  at  Horgaji- 
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town,  with  orders  4d  Mke  %  demoiifltz«lk>n 
upon  Knozville  and  gain  all  the  Information  he 
could  of  Iha  aaaar'a  lpr»^  ■■  ■  wiiwiiL  and  in- 


tentiona.  He  found  a  force  at  Leaper's  Fery ; 
attacked  and  droTe  fbmn  Msroti  #iie  fi^m  Mr 
qmto  A  ahasp  eogjMiDMnit,  infliiiinjg  oonaiderabie 
loM  upon  them.  He  ako  went  to  Lenoir'a  Ferry. 
The  sudden  and  heavy  rais  Hm*  fel  at  this  #«a 
raiaeA  the  litlla  Tfn»ewee  8on9^  Hwl  it 
beaMM  sfw^n(Hmly  humiiom  for  him  lo  f» 
iiiaiB«itliataie,«Bd  ka  aaaovdta^  rafevwed 


OaTSe  tfaM  aT  Mafhcg,  CMo»al  Dted 


the  Utds  TeanMiM,  with  «bo«t  aef^l 
huadrad  nieii,bTil  hni,  the  aMwyia  tea 
ibroa  in  his  tent  to  prawit  him  to  w$k 
decided  move.    The  reenlta  of  these  scottta 
aHcitnigr  infonBatian  waop*  protap^  ooDMBVui- 
cated  to  yon  by  teleenqph. 
Om  lite  iawth  of  No^Mnhsv  I  vaoaivad  oi4sn 
telepaph  to  aeai  Iwa  of  tha  bvi|pdaa  af 


If  telefn 
Cheathaan' 


I'a  divkion  to  f>fl»r'a  hy  aalkoai  aa  tltf 
mb,  and  the  wimihii^  twoom  ttia  aiath^ai^ 


media^Bly  tbareaflar  ta  aaad  tka  two  hngadea  of 
my  0wm  divfiion.  (hi  the  eighth  iMtsat  I  le- 
oeived  oidera  irom  ike  coawnandtng  Gtenerai  to 
leave  Brigadiw  Qearaal  Oamtamg  te  hmg  <m 
my  diviaios,  aad  report  ia  fMieon  ft  mmy  hotd- 
gnastn  aasooB  aa  poenbla  afifcar  ih»  anriTai  of 
Liententrnt-Oeneral  Langatroot  at  Sweelwater. 


a»  MMhed  that  prnii  m  the  night  oi  the 
ninth,  and.  aa  directed,  I  left  awaetwator  en  the 
mocnii^  ef  the  ten%aMiTiag  atT^iMr'a  ifoo 
tbeMMa<kj. 

lam,  Golenel,  reapee(lu]|f , 
Yov  ebedieiit  aarvan^ 

C  8.  SrivpiactXi 


CUT 


OwBi*i,  VBAB  8wnrwAX9, 


OcW 


St,  UiS. 


} 

Mqfo^  /.  J.Rmv€§.  A.  A.  G,t 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  lepuii  tha^ 
agreeiftAT  to  inelnntfoiia  thm  Qeaeral  flleven- 
aon,  i  moeaded  in  ^ettinc  my  entire  oemsaaaHl, 
nmnberiBig  abont  ei^hteea  h«i«h«d4nflB,  eoreas 
HiwasMo  Hiver,  at  and  aheive  Rencaanoa^  Fer- 
ry, by  tHi  o'dook  on  ito  va^i  ef  the  aiaateenlh 
inatant  Itnawdfataly  teoknp  ifceltee  of  amrah 
far  tbe  tear  ef  AikdelDhia,  the  dhstuioe  to  the 
point  where  I  expected  to  aliAie  the  Philad# 
phia  mi  Undoa  road  beiar  fiir  mike.  The 
weaAer  wee  rery  Asamreaablo,  and  the  voaia 
were  ia  vaiy  bad  eanaitlon,  readeaad  iroiae 
•▼evy  hma  by  the  ineeeaaat  showers  liiat  had 
been  Ibling  since  I  kft  brriaon.  Mea  aa4 
officers  bore  ap  aetoaishinghr  wnderthe  sitnam 
atances,  having,  in  crossing  me  river  and  aaU|g 
the  amrds  last  two  ni|^*  abep  ia  aaeceailon. 
On  arriving  near  Philadeli^ilLl  eommaaicatei 
with  Osioosl  Dihrai,  aaneadag  that  ha  had 
tetter  'move  aa  and  mdEe  a  demonatratiea  ia 
tiie  firoat,  ao  ^t  I  eoald  witheat  iatemptioa 


and  mdiacoviagi,  maka  the  eaeoij'a  rear ;  and 
reaching  Pond  C^eek,  a  point  to  the  left  of  and 
oppoeita  flihHMphiaj  I  talegasyttid  and  cap- 
tured a  foraging  train  and  forty  prisoners.  From 
this  point  I  sent  a  f^^  V^  ^h  4>f  the  roada 
laadiqg  into  town^^^Wi  mstnctions  to  driv^  in 
the  eneao^'a  pickets  and  hold  their  positions  if 

tosaible,  aod  thus  pteyent  bis  learning  the  direo- 
on  tsken  by  the  main  part  of  my  command.  I 
finally  reached  the  rear  of  FhiJadcIphia,  after 
a  hard  march  of  fifty  milea  in  fifteen  houre,  nn- 
obaenred.  I  caiued  the  telegraph  wire  to  be 
cut,  and  sent  aa  rapid^  a^  possible  one  regi- 
ment to  London,  a  oiBtanoe  of  four  miles,  there 
to  nvike  a  feint  and  prevent  General  White  fVom 
reinforcing  Woolfora  at  Fhiladelpliia,  with  bis 
in£ufe^  from  that  point  The  snrprise  was  com- 
plete, and  the  feint  at  London  a  success.  I  now 
haatened  on  to  Philadelphia,  a  distance  of  two 
miWa.  and  soon  had  a  yiew  of  the  enemy's  line 
of  battle,  whereupon  T  dismounted  my  men  and 
oommenced  the  attack^  Colonel  Dibrell  having 
epeqied  an  artillery  duel  in  the  front  some  time 
before.  The  enemv,  on  .discovering  me  hi  their 
rear,  at  once  turned  thefr  whole  force,  with  six 
pieces  of  artidery,  against  my  oommand,  which 
waa  oow  reduced  to  aboat  one  thousand  men. 
Afterwards  eosued  one  of  the  hardest  cavalry 
Ightaof  the  war,bo&  sides  strundiDe  vigoronsiy 
for  tliemi^ry.  I  was  made  to  f^Jnack  twice,  but 
witii  little  efibrt  each  time  rallied  my  men,  and 
soon  bad  the  enemy  completely  routed  and  fly- 
ing in  confusion  towards  London,  capturiiy  thair 
tilery  (aiz  pieoea),  wagon  train,  lonbnlanoes, 
atoree,  and  |>etwe0li  ^y^  hondred  and  seyen 
htdidied  primpeta.  k  portion  of  the  latter  was 
aaptored  by  Colonel  Dibrell's  command- 

Tim  officers  and  men  of  my  command  con- 
ducted ttiemaelvea  handsomely  from  the  eom- 
aienoement  of  the  march  to  the  ront  of  the 
enemy  at  Philadislphia^  but  credit  is  esj^cialhr 
dne  to  Golon^  Hart«  oi  the  Sixth  Qeoreia,  Col- 
onel Rice,  of  the  Third  Confederate. andColonel 
Harper,  of  titf  First  C^Dorgia  cavarrv,  who  lost 
a  leg  while  leacBqg  his  man  in  a  gallaat  charge. 
Colonels  Rioe  and  Hart  oocunied  the  lelt,  and 
no^y  did  each  do  hia  duty.  From  an  intrepid 
charge  on  the  enemy's  rear,  hia  artillery,  wacona, 
and  rtorea.  witii  moat  of  the  prisoners,  felTinto 
Aeir  hanop.  Llentenaat  Geor«e  Toe,  Captain 
Davidaon  Lamar,  and  A^jatant  John  W.  Tench, 
acting  on  my  statf,haye  my  thanks  for  their 
aeaistaoce,  efleienoy,  and  gallantly  on  the 
field.  . 

AHhongh  the  Tidtoiy  waa  oMaplete,  the  nroits 
of  it  fen  short,  far,  of  what  they  weald  have 
reached  if  I  Imd  had  the  prompt  cooperation 
of  the  Axroea  tn  ftant. 

Tbe  eaamdilea  ia  my  command  are  Ibarteen 
killed,  eighty-two  woanded.  Thoee  of  the  enemy 

J.  J.  K<»aaMir, 

BmodA  GbTilry  Brlgtda . 


Jao.  J.  BsHvas, 

A.  A«. 
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warn,  dnndiiy,  Ootober  3T|  INl.  J 

Miyor  /  /.  J2de0ei,  ^.  A.  tf.> 

Sib  :  Aocording  to  DreviouB  orden  ref^rei^ 
I  moved  with  my  brigade  and  a  detachmont  of 
Oen«ral  Morgan's  command,  from  Chlifleston,  oft 
the  nineteenth,  al  tweWe  o'dook  n. ;  crogeed 
^e  Hiwa«see  Ki^er  ana  trayftBed  aO  night.  B  v 
an  ajpreement  with  Ck)lonal  Morrisoii,  command- 
ing Dngade,  I  waa  to  be  in  front  of  Philadelphia 
by  twelve  u^  of  llle  twentieth.  He  was  to 
cro^  the  Hiwasaea  below  mA  and  move  to  the 
rear  of  the  enemy.  Snb'aeqnenfly  Colond  Mor- 
rison notified  me  fhat  he  could  not  be  at  the 
appointed  place  before  two  (9'clock  p.  H.  Mcf^n- 
tmie  I  advanced  rjxy  forces,  drove  in  the  efiemv^l 
pickets*  kept  up  a  skirmish  at  a  respectable  ofB- 
tance,  keeping  all  my  command  out  of  sight  of 
the  enemy,  except  two  rseiments  and  one  sec- 
tion of  artillery,  imtil  QoTonel  Morrison  could 
get  in  position.  As  soon  as  this  was  known,  I 
moved  rapidly  forward  and  opened  upon  the 
enemy  with  my  artillery,  and  4iarged  them 
with  cavalry,  held  in  reaoiness  for  that  purpose, 
completely  routing  the  enemy  and  scattering 
them  through  the  woods  in  every  direction, 
capturing  in  aS  six  pieces  of  artiUexr,  all  theit 
wagons,  ambulanoes,  stores,  &a,  ana  a  hu'ge 
number  of  horses,  eqnipmeute,  eio^  ^ve  him- 
dred  and  six  prisoners. 

In  (his  engagement  I  only  daim  fbs  n^  bri- 
gade that  they  did  their  part  most  admfrably, 
and  are  entitled  to  the  reputation  they  had  pre- 
viously BO  ricb]y  merited ;  Und  I  fclly  accora  to 
Colonel  Morrison's  brigade  an  equal  share  of  all 
the  glories  won,  foi^  the  gallant  part  acted  b^ 
them  in  the  engagements.  Without  their  co-op- 
eration, so  brilliant  a  success  would  have  proveil 
a  fiailure,  as  the  enemj  were  but  a  few  miles 
from  a  large  infantry  force  to  support  them. 

Mv  loss  was  one  maa  killed  and  three  cc^ 
toreo.    A  few  horses  were  wounded. 

BriRadier-General  Yau^hn  bad  kindly  volun- 
teerea  his  services,  whicn  were  invaluat^le  to 
me,  and  his  gallantry  and  daring  charge  upon 
the  enemy  has  endeaced  him  to  my  brigade,  and 
caused  them  all  to  regard  him  as  one  of  the 
bravest  o^  the  brave. 

In  the  engagement  of  the  twenty-third  my 
loss  was  nve  wounded ;  the  loss  of  the  enemy 
not  known.  In  the  engagement  of  yesterday, 
my  h)sa  was  three  WQimded  and  five  misains. 
Two  horsefi  were  woanded.  The  enemy  \m 
some  twelve  or  ifteen  dead  and  wouitded  npon 
the  field,  and  are  known  to  htkwe  ha4  tlmee  coip- 
miwitomid  officers  and  several  privates  killed 
and  a  number  woanded* 

The  conduct  of  the  men  and  officers,  both 
cavalry  and  artillery,  was  very  fine  during  all 
tlie  engagements. 

1  am,  Major,  very  reBt>ectfbOy» 

Your  obeaient  servant, 

0.   Q.   DiBRBLL, 
Oolonel,  Gomma&diog  Brigide. 


Doe.  iO. 

tff"^M  WOMffBmABiyS  OBSBEL  BE3PSRB  THS  BimE. 

flSABqa 


^aljSi,  ISiL    i 

fl|pS9W  vTxMFf  jBiib^^ 

71*  folDWlng  osdep  im  pthhA^  te  fta 
fbrmctioa  of  divliio*  and  brifaie  ooMmantes : 

J»Ji.^-4Hftdia»<Hocwd  ifwril's  brig^e  will 
march  via  Umon  Mills  Ford,  and  place  ttsdf  in 
position  •f  aiback  upon  Ae  snea^.  It  will  be 
laid  in  na^uMs  eiAwr  to  BVpfart  the  9/tkKk 
wptm  Osntrevflle,  or  to  avvva  ifa  the  direction  of 
Saflgalnr's  CroBS-roaia,   aocordmg  to  oircnm- 

The  order  to  a^ance  wffl  to  given  tj  ftis 
Commander-in-Chief. 

&Kond,  -^  Brigaiiie»OI«o6ral  Joms'  brigade, 
sapporM  by  OoloncA  ftsify'a  brigade,  will 
march  via  McLean'o  Pbrd,  to  place  itself  fai  po* 
irftioii  of  attack  on  liM  eaamy;  on  or  abemi  the 
Unioa  Mine  and  Osnimtik  reads.  Itwill  beheld 
in  readiness  either  to  snnport  the  attack  on 
Centrevilie  or  to  mov«  in  oie  direction  of  Fvr* 
fkx  Station,  wtoordtng  to  ohinmataaoea,  with 
its  T^ht  fadk  towards  the  left  of  Bwefl^  cod- 
maad,  mere  or  less  iistant,  aeeordhug  to  ttie  na* 
tore  of  Mie  covntnr  and  attaolc.  « 

Th«  order  to  advancd  wiM  b«  girea  hf  the 
Commander-fn-dhlDf. 

3%M:-^Brigadler<Q«tasMd  Lo«gslrest%  bri- 

fade,  supported  bv  Bri^euiier-General  Jaotaaon's 
rigade,  will  taartm  tia  McLean's  Pird,  to  place 
itself  in  position  of  sttaek  ftpon  the  enemy,  on 
or  about  the  Union  Mill  ana  CentrevUle  road. 
It  wiH  be  held  fn  readttiess  either  to  support  the 
attack  on  CentreviUe  or  to  move  in  the  direction 
of  Fairfisx  €o«t  Hoase,  acosrdiMr  to  circum- 
stances, wi^  its  right  flank  towards  the  left  of 
Jones'  coipmiKid,  more  or  tols  dtslaiit,  acoording 
to  the  nature  of  the  country. 

The  order  to  adfaooe  WiA  be  give^  by  the 
ObamsndmviTk^niiHL 

A«rAir--Srigadiflr<2ensfal  Bonham's  biicpade, 
Mppaitsd  l^  Colniel  Barton's  brigade,  win 
■arob  ^«a  IfilQbeil'a  ford,  to  the  attack  o^  Ceii> 
treviile,  tba  right  wing  to  the  left  of  tU  Third 
dtvasm,  mora  or  leas  digkint,  aooording  to  the 
ttitBM ef  tite abiinti^ aad of  thaeitaek. 

The  ofdiT  to  advanaa  wii  be  gives  by  tbe 
dSiHoindar-in^kief. 

jyiil.— CoiWBel  OaihB'a  brigade,  swppsitad  by 
Oakmel  Elseys  brigade,  Hill  maixsh  vm  atcme 
Bridge  aad  ttaa  f orda  oe  tiM  right  thcrela,  to  tbe 
attack  of  Oeetreville;  tibe ri^  wing  totiie  kfl 
of  the  Pbnrth  dlftoion,  moTe  or  ksa  distont^  ae- 
oordlhg  ta  the  nature  of  tlie  oountry  and  of  tbe 


Tbe  ofier  to  aAvaace  wfll  be  giiwn  bry  tbe 
^mmander-in-Chief. 

S^tjMft.— BrigadiopOeneial  Bee's  brigade,  sop- 
ported  bf  Onkmel  Wikex'a  brigade,  ^Oabmel 
Btnait^  regiment  of  (savehry,  and  the  whole  of 
Walton's  rattery,  wiU  form  the  reserve,  aad  will 
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mudk  via  Mitcliell's  Ford,  lo  b«  vmi  9emxiiMg 
to  cironmstances.  ' 

ifi^MnlA.— The  Sght  batteriet  wiD  be  dislrib- 
ntod  M  followfi; 

1.  Ta(^iieral£weirsooBmiand,Oa{)tBin  Walk- 
er's m  piocea. 

2*  To  Briga4ier-6«neFal  Jgae^  Oafiiwms  ii- 
berW  and  9tai»jdar4]^  batteriea,  eigbt  plecea. 

3.  To  Brigad^BT-Ghneral  LooffBu-eet  Colonel< 
PendktoD^s  ana  Gaptaia  ImbcMyJ^fL's  hAtb&niOB^ 
aigUjaiMes. 

4i  To  Briaadiei^Qaeial  Bpn^m,  Cbplaios 
Kenner'y  ana  SbieUs*  batteriefl,  i|U(bt  piecea. 

6.  w  GoIodaI  CodiB.  Colonel  Hunt<H|'0^ap" 
taina  liatbam'a  aod  BeoUiam]a  battariaS|  Arolve 
pieces. 

JS^^M.  Oolqpel  Radfoid^  conuMndlxig  cay- 
ally,  wul  detail,  to  i^^t  inux^fioiatelj,  pa  fot 

To  Brigadier<}aDaMl  Swell,  two  compamy 
cavaliy. 

To  BiSgadiar^Qfinapl  Jooe^  two  companiaa 
cavalij.  ^ 

To  w^adii^-General  Loogatreat,  two  compa- 
nkaiwyauy. 

'o  &tteral  Bonbam»  tiunaa  conpaaias  cavalry. 
'6  Colonal  Qocke,  tha  raoaaioiog  aompanka  of 
caratrj^,  except  thoae  otL  social  aarvi^. 

JVtiiM.— The  Fotirtb  ana  Pifdi  diviaiODS,  after 
the  fisil  of  CenUeville,  ifill  advance  to  ilm  attack 
of  tmxfsa.  Court  Houae,  via  thi|  Bsaddoqk  aod 
TaxnpikB  reads,  to  tke  nprth  of  (iia  lattar^ 

Tbe  Firat,  Seoood,  and  Third  diviaions  will, 
if  naoeaaary.  aujM><^t  the  F.o«rth  aod  Fifth  di^ 
viaitfM. 

JMi.-^la  thia  movaioeat  tfie  Fikst,  SaoonoL 
and  Third  diviaiooa  will  fonn  tba  conaaiaod  of 
Geoasal  HoUaes ;  the  Fourth  ana  Fifth  divisions 
that  Qf  ilia  aecoiul  in  connaiid*  The  reaarve 
wiU  iQova  upon  the  plains  between  Mitchell  a 
Ford  aiad  Stone  Bridge,  And»  iotattier  with  the 
Foorth  and  Fifth  divittoM^  wifl  oe  ander  the 
ionediate  direation  o^  Genaral  Baaui^egard* 

By  caninand  of  Gaperal  Baausegard. 

Tmaus  Job^an, 

A.  A.  0«DeraL 


Dpc  tl. 

BATTLES    PIT    POCQTALtfeO    ASH 

mMKf  OF  BB]B4BllfUfiDinU£  W:%  WaUKCB.*- 

POootAUOO,  Kovember  I,  nR.        j 


Brigadi0t-Qen0ral  Thomm  Jewdcm^.Oki^  $f 

Aj§  and  A.JL(i*i 

8ib:  I  have  the  iMttoc  to  a^port,  that  abovt 
nisiA  o*a)Mk,  on  iha  morning. of  the  twes^yvoaO' 
oBtd  of  OctobaK^I  was  infiomad  by  n^  pickala 
i^BoX  Ihaeaemy  vwsa  iandiBg  in  iorca  ai  Mna- 
ka|y%  Poiot,  hm^  tfFabao  guaboala  jnd  tcant- 
portei    I  waa  qgtffiad,  aA  the  aaaie  tia%  thait 

'a 
•  8m  EMbeUloa BMordi  vol.  a^ p>a*^» DoowneBti. 


ware  aacendiqg  the  C9oaawhatchie  River 
four  transports. 

le  commana  waa  tnunediately  ordered  under 
arms,  to  march  to  Old  Pocotallgo.  I  moved  in 
advance  to  the  telegraph  office ;  aAd  made  the 
following  disposition  of  lay  farces :  The  La&y- 
etta  artmety,  foujr  pieces,  under  Lieutenant  Le- 
Bleur,  aad  a  section  of  tl&e  Bcanfbrt  volunteer 
artillerv;  imder  Lientesant  N.  Bf,  Stnart,  were 
orderaa  to  Coosawhatchie,  a  ^Wn  two  jniles  dis- 
tant from  my  t^adqaarters  in  Mcl^ersonville, 
and  five  firom  Cfla  pooot4i^o.  Captain  Wyman'a 
company,  stationed  near  Gobaawliatchie,  and  ^ve 
ofter  companiea  of  the  Eleventh  reepment  of 
hifonti)r,  from  Hardee vffle,  wera  ordeiid  to  sup- 
port this  artiHeiy.  Colond  Colcocka's  command 
(^  tve  conq;)atues  of  cavafary,  and  two  compa- 
mes  of  sharpshooters,  had  beeii  recency  potined 
to  expect  an  attack  at  Coosawhatchie,  and  in 
that  event  were  jnstmcte^  to  move  to  its  sup- 
port Major  JeCbrd's  cotnmand,  of  three  com- 
panies of  cavalrv,  were  ordered  from  Green 
Fond  to  the  Salfk^tchia  Bridgre.  WUh  tha 
llessings  of  a  good  Providence,  these  combina- 
tiona  of  my  forcaa,  scattered  over  an  extent  of 
sixty  jnues,  were  effected  b  tSme  to  fofl  the 
enemy, 

I  8U80  lelegraphad  to  General  Beauregard's 
headquarters  to  Bjjgadiar-Greneral  Hagood.  com- 
manding Stecond  Muitarv  Diatrict,  ana  to  Briga- 
dier-General Mercer,  at  BavannaM,  for  reinforce- 
ments, requesting  Uiose  from  Ghafleston  to  dis- 
embark at  Pocotaligo,  and  4>^  from  Savannah 
at  Co^sawhatchie.  Captain  W.  L.  Trenholn^ 
who  Was  in  command  of  llie  outpost^  consist- 
ins  of  two  companies — his  fufledge  mounted 
illfemen  and  Captain  Kirk's  partisan  ranA«rs — 
was  ordered  to  witfidraw  the  main  body  of  the 
^pickets,  only  I^aviny  a  few  important  posts 
guarded,    . 

Tha  force  with  whidb  I  first  engs^ed  the 
enemy  consisted  of  two  sections  of  the  Beau- 
fort t'oluoteer  artillery  and  the  Nelson  light 
artillery,  eight  pieces,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Stephen  Elliott;  the  uiarleston  light 
dragoons,  Caption  B.  W.  Bulledge ;  I^rst  bat- 
talion cavahgr,  Major  Morgan;  Captsin  D.  B. 
Heyward's  company  df  cavury ;  Captain  Kirk's 
partisan  rangers ;  Captain  Auston's  Oompaxiy  of 
sharpshooters;  Captain  Izard*s  Company  I,  of 
{ha  flleventh  regiment  of  infantiy,  Lieutenant 
W.  -L^  Campbeu  commanding  t  numoer  in  all 
four  hundred  and  aevenfy-five  (475). 

As  on^fonrth  gf  the  cavalry  were  hors^old- 
ara,  the  force  actnaOy  en^ed  was  reduced  to 
four  hundred  and  five  (405)  men. 

.The  fcrce  of  1)ia  aneoiv  was  represented  by 
pris<m^rs»  and  aonfinnea  bjF  the  atat^tiaDt  aif 
negroes  who  had  crossed  Foci  Boyal  Ferry  to 
toA  main  land  on  (nat  day  and  been  (Mtptured,  to 
be  seven  regiments,  one  of  which  I  judge  went 
tp  Coosawl^t^e.  ^ 

I  sent  in  adji^ance  a  secfion  of  the  Beaufoit 
yolunteer  -a^tiHaiy,  auppo^ted  by  Ci^tain  Alls- 
ton'^a  aharpahpotera  ana  two  companies  of  cav- 
alfy  under  Mi^jor  Morgan  to  ^^r^iah  with  the 
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enemy,  wli3e  I  took  positkRi  pn  the  Xac^ey^s 
Point  road,  near  Dr.  HutBOn's  raideDce,  at  a 
Bait  marsh  i^kirted  by  woods  on  both  sf^es  and 
crossed  by  %  caoaeway.  ^ttsr  a  short  encoun- 
ter wilh  ihe  enemy,  in  whidll  Major  Motgaa, 
while  at  the  head  of  nis  command,  was  oeverely 
wounded  in  the  anlfley  my  Mlviuice  force  retired 
in  good  order  to  Qie  main  position.  The  Bean- 
fort  artillery  was  postea  m  «nd  netr  Hie  road 
oommandi^  the  oanteway.  and  tfie  Niison  artil- 
lery in  an  open  ifeld  In  me  ssar  of  Ae  line  of 
skraishers  and  scmned  from  the  enen^  by 
the  trees  in  front  A  dropping  fire  of  JnfRitiy 
first  ooiqinenoed.  whioli  was  soon  sw^ed  by 
their  artiflepr.  Owing  ^  Aie  dose  prozbnily  of 
&e  trees  fringing  the  other  side  of  the  swamp, 
I  foond  tkat  my  artillerv  were  suffering  saveTerr 
in  men  snd  horses,  ana,  aooordingly,  after  hold- 
ing n^  ground  for  three-quarters  of  an  boor,  I 
determijMd  to  withdraw  to  a  second  position 
two  miles  and  a  half  tn  rear.  This  wm  done  in 
good  order,  GaptaUi  Allston's  sharpshooters  And 
part  of  Ck>mpaQT  1,  Beventh  infantry,  coyerijy 
our  retreat  and  behaying  for  the  most  part  wiA 
^eat  spirit  At  ^a  head  of  the  road  I  was 
joined  by  Captain  Trenholm  with  the  lar^r  por- 
tion of  his  oempany*  and  Captain  Kirk%.  I 
assigned  tha  oommand  of  the  cavalry  to  him, 
and  ordered  my  whdle  Ifone  to  more  back 
acroas  PocolaUgo  BrtdflS  and  take  up  a  position 
among  thB  howMi  ac3  scattered  ^fees  of  the 
hamlet 

The  aMlDery  was  placed  in  position  to  cooi- 
mand  the  bridge  ana  oaaseway — the  Ch£u;leston 
light  ditgoona  beiiig  held  m  fteerve.  The 
bridge  was  cxdered  to  be  torn  up;  and  lUs 
was  scarcely  done  when  ttie  enemy  appeared 
in  sight  and  commeaped  a  contfnuous  ana  rapid 
fire  of  musketnr  and  riflbd  guns.  Lieutenant 
Massie,  of  the  KaLson  artillery,  could  bring  only 
one  piece  of  his  battery  into  action,  owSig  to 
the  original  smallness  of  his  con\paay.  now 
greatly  reduced  by  deaths  and  wounds. 

Two  nieces  of  the  Beaufort  artillery  were  ri- 
lenced  ny  the  diaal^ng  of  the  gunners ;  the  re- 
maining two  kept  up  a  fire  to  the  dose  of  the 
fight  The  enemy's  artiDerv  was  entire^  si- 
lenced and  withdrawn  early  in  the  action.  One 
piece  of  the  Beaufort  ArtDlerv  was  most  judi- 
ciously withdrawn  duriqg  the  batt)p  and  posted 
tiiree  huadred  yards  on  my  rifht,  under. fier- 
geant-Migor  FiAer.  It  was  retirea  by  a  cross- 
road unseen  by  the  enemy,  and  had  all  the 
efiTecC  of  a  reimorcement  from  its  new  and  un- 
expected postdon.  It  ifared  spherical  case,  and 
the  practice  was  excellent 

At  the  crisis  of  ths  fight  I  irdereA  iq>  the 
Ghaileston  Light  Ihagoons.  Aat  gallant  corps 
came  forwara  With  an  lns||irittng  diout  and 
took  poaliion  onmylef^whiai  wanted  sttaigth- 
eninff. 

I  had  been  notified  bj  tetepafA  tikaf  rain- 
f orcements  were  on  the  way  from  Gharfeston 
and  Sayaanah  and  Adaauf  Ran.  ¥he  Nebon 
battalion  of  two  hundred  men,  Qapt^  Slight 
commanding,  was  the  only  reinfbrcement  ^at 


aiffted  fh  tnie  fbr  (he  fight,  flA>oixt  an  hour  and 
a  half  before  its  doae. 

As  soon  as  tftfs  corps  vnde  its  appearance 
near  the  field,  I  ordered  one-haV  to  a  position 
commanding  a  causeway  some  Sfz  hundred 
yards  on  my  right,  to  protect  ^y  Ihxik ;  md  the 
remainder  was  deployed  to  the Ifrent  to  relieye 
my  exhaasted  men.  The  arrivai  of  this  tettal- 
{on  gaye  me  asamfance  of  yielory;  I  foil  per^ 
nKHfy  certain  fit  suacelK. 

The  two  companies  sent  to  xny  ifg^tusader 
Osptein  l^tA>ks  were  wsK  haiufled;  eno  was  de- 
ployed as  skinqlahers  and  aatjouled  to  a  seal* 
tamy  fire.  Their  appeanaioe  threatemed  the 
enemy'a  ftnk,  anft  no  doi:ft>t  Itetenad  his  re- 
treat 

The  enemy  oonlinued  their  ire  aetfl  lux 
o'dodk  p.  v.,  when  it  slackened  and  ceaaed.  I 
then  sent  a  squad  of  six  men  of  the  Rufledge 
Vou&ted  Riflemen  orer  Ihe  bridge  to  asoertam 
the  poaition  of  the  enemy.  The  bridge  was  m 
so  daoAged  a  condition  tet  it  was  sotte  time 
before  the  infiantry  coi^d  cross. 

the  oayaliy  ware  Obliged  to  make  a  eircuit 
of  fiye  miles  to  reach  the  head  of  the  read  by 
which  the  enemy  had  retreated.  Thia  eaabled 
them  lo  retire  mmM^ested.  Am  toon  as  the 
cayalry  airiyei,  I  arafe  two  oooapteiies,  Rtfiedgo 
Mounted  Riflemen,  laeutenant  L.  L  Walker  com- 
maading,  and  Gi^fbain  Kirk's  Pvtisan  Raag^a, 
to  fcdlow  titp  tiM  retreat  I  waa  relaoCHit  to 
send  a  llffger  force,  as  I  did  not  know  tt*  raaolt 
of  the  contest  at  QK>sawha1ehie,  and  fktm  the 
telegraph  wire  being  cut,  was  ftarfel  it  waa  dia- 
astrous  to  our  arms.  A  locomotive  waa  de- 
apalehed  f^om  PocotaHgo  Station  hf  m^Aid, 
Itr.  R.  M .  Fuler,  and  two  coanera  by  Bayaelf  to 
Ikat  point  to  reeonnoitre,  whfle  I  held  la^  Ibroe 
at  tfie  function  of  the  Maokey^  Point  and  Ooo- 
aawhahmie  roads,  ready  to  operate  either  way. 
The  eayahy  had  proceeded  but  two  and  a  half 
nflep  in  pursuit  when  Ihey  were  stopped  1^  a 
bridge  oompietely  torn  upsad  destroyed  fay  the 
enemy  in  neir  fli|(bt  This  aould  sat  ba  re- 
paired vndl  maming.  There  were  abundant 
eyidences  that  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  was 
precipitate  and  disosderedi  One  hundred  amaQ 
arms  were  picked  up  and  a  considerable  amount 
of  stores  and  ammunition.  The  road  was  strewn 
with  the  debris  of  the  beaten  foe.  Fortj-^  of 
the  enemy's  dlead  were  found  on  the  batdMeld 
and  nMMuside.  SeVen  frerii  flprayea  were  dia- 
oorend  at  Mackay's  f  oiat  I  estimated  Dieir 
total  killed  and  wounded  at  three  hundred. 

The  fif^t.  from  te  fin*  fire  af  ear  adyanoa  to 
tlw  final  retreat  of  the  enemy,  lasted  from  half 

Cstel»yeiio'«loska.v.to8ixo^Qkickr.  K.  We 
ye  ample  reason  to  beHeva  Ihat  our  small 
forea  not  only  iht^ht  against  great  add%  Inii 
i^giiQBt  freak  trcwoa  hroaghl  «p  to 
ntt  eagaged.  Ida  sntira  aoauunf  had 
esmeatir  warned  ia  osdeia  aet  to 
ire.  This  oaatfan  was  mged  upon  tlMBi  dariiE^ 
thps  aatian  by  the  enaunaodl^  oflaer,  hin  aida, 
and  the  company  officers.  I  am  satisfied,  trxna 
my  own  observation,  they  fired  with  aara  and 


MOmBN'fB. 


688 


judfliMnt ;  aad  yot  8oni6  of  ov  UMi  ^XpAdofl 
eigmy  ronndB  of  eartridees  in  the  battle,  .the 
doee  Tiomity  of  the  oronanee  Irain  tmdef  its 
energetic  diief,  Captain  W.  W.  Bliott,  enaUed, 
me  to  keep  tip  the  etip^. 

I  be^  ib  ^xpem  my  achnirvtloa  of  IIm  re- 
maikame  eoiin%e  and  tetuioi^  with  which  the 
troops  li4d  their  gromid.  The  mnouncenient 
of  toy  detenninstion  to  mdiiitain  m^  poaition 
nntH  r^fofroementi  arrtred  aeetfiea  to  nz  tfa^ 
to  the  flpet  with  anoonqaetable  reeolaticn. 

The  rapid  and  oontfaxiioiiB  yolleye  <rf  the  ene- 
iny's  inTiBlDBtry  1am  oiHy  Ibtermittod  wliile  freeh^ 
treopa  were  brought  uff  aM  while  Iboae  en- 
gagftd  retired. 

The  Beanfori  Tdonteer  artillery  fought  with 
great  oonrage,  and  &eir  pieoea  were  admirably 
eerred.  Captain  Stephen  EUott  whoae  name 
ia  identified  with  the  history  of  me  defence  of 
this  coast  by  many  m  daring  exploit,  *behaYed 
with  his  accustomed  coolness,  Kill,  and  deter- 
mination^ 

OsEptain  Trenhohn,  hi  oommapd  of  ih»  cayalry, 
again  ezhlbftBd  high  qnaMties  as  a  soldier  on 
the  same  gromid  where  he  had  won  his  irst 
laurels. 

Captain  Bdwaids,  Company  **  6,**  Firrt  battal- 
ion cavalry,  Aowed  good  eondilct  in  the  com- 
mand of  his  company. 

Lientenant  Walker,  commanding  fte  Ratfledge 
Mounted  Rifiemen,  displayed  judgment  and  wr- 
ins^.  IGs  conmany  were  as  stead^^  as  T^rans, 
umng  their  rifies  With  great  precision  and  effect 

wnen  the  battle  was  hottest  I  ordered  Lieu- 
tenant Walker  to  take  a  ^uad  of  his  men  and 
assist  the  Beanlbrt  artiQery  to  remoTe  ote  of 
their  pieces  ftnrther  to  the  rear.  This  was  most 
gaDant^  done  under  a  severe  fire. 

Lieutenant  Massie,  of  the  Nelson  Light  Artp- 
lery,  was  active  and  enetgetic  in  the  service  of 
his  guns. 

Captain  Bu^edge,  of  the  Chaileston  Light 
dn^oons,  was  cool  and  collected  in  bot&  fights. 
His  gallant  corps  was  held  in  reserve,  and 
when  they  took  im  their  position,  came  with  a 
most  inspiriting  cneer,  which  the  men  engaged 
returned,  thus  giving  the  impression  to  the 
enemy  of  decided  reinforcements. 

Tbeeovemment  ia  greatly  indebted  to  Gap- 
tain  Snj^h  and  his  orave  DattaUon  for  thw 
timely  aid.  Captain  Bligh  behavdd  with  marked 
coolness  sad  courage.    Captain*  *     and 

Littntenantf  -^—  who  came  immediate^ 
under  my  notice,  showed  zeal  and  bravery.  I 
have  spin  to  commend  the  conduct  of  Idsu- 
teinantS.M.Skinaer^ting  adjutant  of  the  First 
bttttafiion  oavalnr.  JSe  was  aibong  the  foremost 
on  the  field  mtif  ibabled  by  a  severe  wound  in 
the  am. 

ESndoaed  is  Ooknel  Odoocke'ii  report  of  th^  bb- 
gagement  at  OooMwhatchie;  it  win  be  seen  tiat 
Bis  command  bdaived  with  spirit  and  suooess. 


t  the  oMBBMadfeiK  ^Omt  or  tlM  bftltidiOB  Imm 

■ftmetloiMi  tofbrward  ttMm  to  eepui&«at 


Vk€  ttost  uftpor{ant  point  to  deflhid  was  the 
raiload  bridge  over  the  CoosawfaatcMe  river. 
From  Ms  the  enemv  were  veiy  ^ddy  driven 
by  our  artillery  fire,  but  they  succeeded  in  peue- 
trsting  to  a  point  da  the  railroad  west  of  the 
brfage,  before  tl^  cavalry  arrived ;  one  or  two 
rafc  only^eing  tern  up  and  the  telegraph  wire 
cut,  the  damage  was  repaired  in  a  few  minntee. 
After  tiie  enen^  had  retired  to  theijr  gunboats, 
the  c0v«ry  under  Lienteaant-Colonel  Johnson, 
fired  wit^  efrect[upo&  their  orowded  decke. 

To  the  followini;  gentlemen,  acting  as  my  ptf - 
sonal  staff,  I  desire  to  ecpress  my  thanks  for 
their  9Ba},  gdjantfy,  and  intelligent  discharge  of 
dnjy :  (^tain  JEarlstene,  C.  8.  K.,  Naval  Aid, 
Captain  W.  W.  SUiott,  Ordnance  Oftser,QkiytBttL 
George  P.  Elliott,  Captain  John  H.  Sorevten,  Cor- 
poral D.  Walker,  and  priyatoa  Xripp  and  llartiB, 
of  iftie  Rntle(%e  Mounted  Riflemen,  and  private 
EL  B.  BeU.  (^  the  Seventeenth  BattaliQmiK&  V. 
Privates  F.  F.  Davant  and  Ion  Simmons,  of  the 
Charleston  Light  Dragoons,  had  their  horses 
shot,  and  afterwards  fouglit  with  thair  miinpnj 
on  foot 

My  Aid,  Jit,  R.  M.  Ftdlex^  rendered  valoabfe 
servioe  by  the  intelligent  discharge  of  his  duty 
at  the  telegraph  ettce*  '  Tbo  Messrs.  Cuthbert, 
father  and  S09,  gave  me  useful  aasietanss.  Pri- 
vates Tripp  and  BeD  were  seriouslys  and  nri- 
vate  Martm  slight^  wounded.  Captain  Hart- 
steAe's  horse  was  wounded,  and  Captain  Wdjkr 
er*s  killed. 

The  iudgment,  coolness,  and  gafian^  dis- 
played Dy  Captain  Hartsteue,  were  as  conspioi^ 
ous  on  iMd  as  he  hatf  hitherto  diown  oa  sea. 
I  most  express  my  indebtedness  to  Mr*  Buck- 
halter  of  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  RaOroadk 
for  valuable  services,  and  lor  the  reaelutMn  and 
courage  with  which  be  urged  a  train  filled  with 
troops,  after  the  engineer  had  been  kiUed, 
throWh  an  ambosQade  of  the  enoimito  Coosa- 
whatcaie. 

When  tixe  engsMgement  was  over,  ample  xein- 
foroements  arnvedirom  Savannah  and  Charles* 
ton.  The  enen^'e  gmiboats  remained  in  a  oom- 
aoanding  position  off  Mackii^'s  Point  on  the 
twenty-thm],  Qoverii^  their  embarkation.  My 
tece  could  not  be  moved  nearer  than  two 
nmes  without  being  exposed  to  a  destructive 
fire.  A  detoahmeiS:  of  eavah^  under  Captain 
Trenhohn  cksely  wat(ihed  their  opeisationai  oc- 
casionally saluted  by  thnr  shells. 

On  the  nieht  of  the  twenty-thir<L  Sergeant 
Robinsons  of  the  ftutle^ge  Mounted  BiiHaen, 
made  a  reconnoissanoe  up  to  the  extpene  noint 
and  discovered  that  tile  enen^  had  abanoonea 
the  Bai»  land.  Ear|y  on  the  mnrmg  of  the 
twenty-fourth,  Iheir  gnnboata  dasu>peared*  I 
enclose  a  list  of  the  casualties,  ana  a  sketch  of 
the  posi^MMial  wUflh  the  diffnwant  ssitfots  took 
place. 

I  have  Hm  honor  to  Iml 
Y^  respeotfofiy, 
.   Your  obedient  sertant, 
W.  8.  Wauobr. 

Bi1fiidMr-U«MHl,  cnnrtnaiMtlny. 
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^  GoMuaUim  in  ths  Sattk  qf  Poeokii§^, 
Odoh$r  23, 1862. 


Company  1  Bev«ttthTiiliuti7 . . 
C^ftita  Alislan<to  aMTprikoolen 

Nelaoa^BKttallOQ...... 

Boaofbrl  Volunteer  Artmeiy  . . . 

iMiDBUght  Artniery 
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BHlMi»  MooalBd  »iew«b. . . . 
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Mevtenaat  and  tvro  tnen  were  captured 

while  on  picket,  belonging  to  Goix^>aDj  tf,  First 
Battefion  of  O&Talrj. 


lBCUnTDI.Afll02r. 


Oomp^ny  I,BlByenlii  Infentry— killed,  wt)tmd- 
ed  and  fluflsipg ;  all  enBsted  men. 

Oaptaiii  Ailston's  sharpshooterd. — ^Wounded, 
Chptein  AUston,  0eoond  Lieutenant  M.  Stnaurt, 
Third  Lientenaot  B.  P.  Carter,  sUehtlv ;  killed, 
one  en&Bted  man ;  three  womided ;  two  miss- 


% 


eAion's  Battalion^^i^b  enlisted  men. 

Beaufort  Vdunteer  ArtiUery.  All  enlitfled 
men. 

Nelson  Light  Artfflery.— Wounded,  Lienten- 
SDt  MasBie,  severely;  enUsted  men,  four  killed, 
tiiirteen  wounded. 

Pkst  BattafioB  cavalry.— Wounded,  Major 
Morgan,  severely;  Lieutenant  R  M.  Bkiimer, 
aotinc  Adjutant,  severehr.  Company  A,  one  eur 
listed:  man  wounded.  Company  B,  one  enlisted 
man  kflled ;  wounded.  Lieutenant  P.  D.  Rush, 
slightly ;  and  eight  enlisted  men.  Company  C, 
eitusted  men;  one  wounded  and  one  missing. 
Company  D,  enlisted  men ;  one  killed  and  two 
wounded. 

Charleston  Light  Dragoons. — ^EnBsted  men; 
eighl  wounded. 

Kutledge  Mounted  Riflem^. — -Enlisted  men ; 
two  wounded. 

FlEirtisan  Rangers.--Second  Lieutenant  W.  T. 

?peoa  kiDed ;  wounded.  Third  Lieutenant  P.  E. 
erry,  severely ;  one  enlisted  maiv. 
^  Marion  men  of  Combahee. — ^Wounded,  six  en- 
listed men,  and  one  missing. 

BvoBT  or  tei:/>iiiL  a  J.  ootflacn. 

HBAOQumBRS  Tdro  RamiiHT  G*yAixr|i&  0.  V.,\ 
•  QBiBAicvnxB,  HoTtmber  4,  iwl        / 

Lieutenant  M,  K  BarmoeH,  A,  A.  A.  General: 

8m :  A  Httie  after  nine  o*ctock  on  the  morning 
of  the  twenty-second  of  October,  it  was  reported 


ta  M  nnoflBfially  that  about  dayli^t  that  mom- 
Ing  me  Abolition  fleet,  coasistiDg  of  fourteen 
steamers,  witli  numerous  barges  attached^  had 
proceeded  up  Bread  Eives» 

Prostrated  by  a  protraciad  spell  of  fever,  from 
which  I  had  joist  be^n  to  ooavalesoik  I  was  too 
we«k  to  take  the  SM^  but  i^esumed  &e  oom- 
mand  of  my  post  I  erdered  Ijeateoaot-Cqlooel 
Johnson  to  take  command  of  ue  smsD  force  at 
iny  dispoftal,  which  PQBsistedi  as  yoii  acs  aware, 
of  five  companies  of  cavalry  and  two  eoiapaiues 
of  sharpshootersy  of  Miyor  Ahnc^y's  battafion, 
w:ho  was  in  command,  and  to  m'ooeed  with  the 
least  possible  deli^  towards  .Coosawhatohie^  to 
which  point  I  was  informed  that  a  portion  of 
^  eneoiy's  fleet  were  advaiping.  On  #niviDg 
at  Bee*s  CreelL  still  four  mues  from  Coosawhat- 
ohie.  Colonel  Johosen  was  informea  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  Abolition  forces  were  landing  «t 
Seabrook's  Island,  in  his  Xfisix,  a  point  iudicatuos 
an  attack  upon  this  place.  To  meet  this  he  baa 
to  divide  his  command,  and  put  three  comi»anies 
in  the  viciniljy'of  Bee's  Creek  HilL  This  infor- 
mation was  subsequently  ascertained  to  be 
incorrect,  but  too  late  to  make  use  of  these 
forces  in  the  defence  of  Coosawhat^shie. 

Prooeeding  with  three  companies  of  cavalry 
towards  that  peint»  upon  arnvi^  within  two 
miles  of  it  he  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had 
already  landed  from  a  gunboat  aod  barge  lying 
a  Httie  below  the  Ocean  Landing,  and  was 
advancing  his  column  towards  the  airection  of 
$ee*s  Cbreek  jSilL  He  immediatelv  disnu^imted 
his  men,  and  formed  them  as  skirjnishors  to 
meet  the  expected  attack.  Jhla  movements 
however,  was  only  a  feiatj  as  ikey  soon  **  about 
faced"  and  advanced  towards  Coosawhatchie. 
The  ground  being  unfavorable  for. a  cba^qge.  the 
eifect  of  which  would  have  necessarily  oeen 
attended  with  severe  loss  to  the  cavalry,  with  a 

J  respect  of  little  injury  to  the  enemy,  Colonel 
ohnson  very  judicioui^ly  made  a  detour  to  the 
left,  hoping  to  out  them  off  before  they  reached 
Coosawnatchie. 

About  this  time  the  train,  with  a  portion  of 
Colonel  fillis'  re^imei^  and  Captain  Chiaholm^a 
company,  of  Major  Abney^s  battAlion,  which  had 
been  taken  up  within  a  snort  distanoe  of  Coosa- 
whatchie,  as  they  were  marching  along  Ifae 
railroad  track  towards  that  point,  passed  by. 
The  enemy  hearing  their  i^proach  for  some  dis- 
tance (the  two  roads  here  runnfog  parallel  and 
very  close  to  each  other)!^  availed  tiiemfielve« 
of  the  opportunity  to  ambuscade  and  fire  into 
the  train. 

.The  particulars  of  this  disastrous  9fNk  I  wHl 
not  refer  to,  as  I  suppose  a  fufi  report  of  all  the 
circumstances  wX  be  made  ud  by  the  officer  in 
command  of  that  detachment,  who  suQceeded 
the  late  unfortunate  Major  Harrison.  It  6eem.s 
that  on  arriving  near  Coosawh^tchie^  the  enemy 
divided  into  two  de^hments,  oae  of  which 
ambuscaded  thet  rain  as  above  referred  tti,  and 
the  other  advanced  to  the  xiver»for  tixe  puipo«e 
of  destroyine  the  railroad  and  tnraDM^e  CNri^p». 
With  thne^  forethought^  jou  had  f^unstelj 
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deapatched  at  an  early  hour  that  morning,  for 
their  protection,  the  Lafayette  artillery,  Lieuten- 
ant Le  Blenx  commanding,  and  a  section  of  Cap- 
tedn  Elliott's  bafcteiy,  Lieutenant  Stuart  com- 
manding. These,  supported  by  Oaptain  Wyman's 
company  of  in&ntry,  most  gallantly  repulsed  the 
enemy  in  their  attack  on  the  bridges,  and  drove 
them  in  confusion  towards  their  other  detach- 
ments, which,  beyond  the  range  of  our  artillery, 
had  succeeded  in  cutting  the  telegraph  wire  and 
displacing  a  couple  of  rails  on  the  track.  About 
this  time  the  cavalry,  which  had  to  make  a  con- 
siderable detour  over  very  unfavorable  ground, 
made  its  appearance,  and  the  enemy  beat  a 
hastr  retreat,  the  cavalry  pursuing.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  enemy  bad  taken  the  precaution,  in 
advancing,  of  destroying  all  the  Inidges,  which 
so  retarded  the  progress  of  ^e  cavalry  as  to 
prevent  their  cutting  ofif  their  retreat  to  their 
gunboat  and  barges.  Disappointed  in  this 
object,  Ck>lonelJoh^on  dismounted  his  men,  and, 
deploying  them  as  skirmishers^  advanced  to 
within  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  yards  of 
the  gunboats,  where,  under  the  protection  of  a 
few  trees,  they  poiured  three  volleys  from  their 
rifles  into  the  crowded  decks  and  barges  of  the 
enemy,  which  must  hava  done  considerable 
execution.  The  companies  composing  this 
detachment  consisted  of  Captains  J.  H.  Howard's, 
A.  B.  Estes',  under  the  immediate  command  of 
Lieutenant  Peebles,'  and  Captain  Greorge  C.  Hey- 
ward's.  Recovering  from  their  surprise,  the 
enemy  opened  a  terrific  fire  of  grape,  shell,  and 
musketry,  in  which  they  were  assisted  by  two 
of  their  gunboats  stationed  a  half  mile  lower 
down  the  river,  under  whose  enfilading  fire  our 
small  force  had  to  fall  back.  In  this  smsdr  I  re- 
gret to  inform  you  we  lost  private  Thomas  B. 


Fripp,  of  Oaptain  Heyward*s  company,  who  fell 
mortally  wounded,  shot  in  three  places — as  gal- 
lant a  soldier  and  true-hearted  gentleman  as  ever 
fell  a  martyr  in  defending  the  cause  of  liberty. 
First-Lieutenant  T.  G.  Buckq^r,  of  Captain  Hey- 
ward's  company,  was  also  severely,  but  I  hope 
not  mortally,  wounded  in  the  abdomen,  and  Cor- 
poral Thomas  Farr,  of  the  same  companv, 
received  a  flesh  wound  in  the  thieh,  from  whico, 
I  am  happy  to  say,  he  is  rapioly  recovering. 
That  the  casualties  were  not  greater,  I  can  only 
attribute  to  the  interposition  of  a  merciful 
jhrovidence,  who  protects  those  fighting  in  a 
righteous  cause*  For  casualties  occurring  in 
^jor  Abney's  command,  I  refer  you  to  that 
officer's  report,  which  you  wiU  find  herewith 
enclosed. 

Two  hours  after  this  train  passed  GrahamviUe 
another  train  arrived  from  Savannah  with  the 

Thirty-second  and  Georgia  regiments, 

under  the  conmiand  of  the  gallazit  Colonel  Har- 
rison. Unfortunately,  they  arrived  at  Coosa- 
whatchie  after  the  enemy  had  retired,  and  thus 
were  denied  the  pleasure  which  they  seemed 
ecumestiiy  to  desire,  of  having  a  brush  with  the 
Abolitionists. 

The  enemy's  boats  retired  immediately  aCter 
the  skirmish,  leaving  in  their  hasty  retreat  one 
of  their  splendid  barges,  capable  of  transporting 
seventy  or  eighty  men. 

The  next  morning  not  a  sign  of  the  Abolition 
fleet  was  to  be  seen  in  the  upper  waters  of^ 
Broad  River. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C  J.  COLOOCKE, 
OoloMl,  oommttidlng. 


HiAsquABTiBS  DsPABnmr  or  South  Garouia,  Gkimba.  asd  Ftonu,  \ 

CtaABLBiON,  S.  C,  DeoQiDDer  12,1868.     j 

Export  of  the  Casualiiea  in  the  command  qf  Brigadier-Oenercd  W,  8.  Walker  in  (he  cffair  with  the 
Abolitionists  at  Pocotaligo  and  Yemasaee^  October  twenZy-second^  1862. 
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Report  qf  QmuOtieB^Cbfaiinud). 


Vamm, 


8.  Sinclair ■. 

W.  D.  HiU 

F.  Dayis 

B.  Y.  Nell 

Jfobn  Hawklu. , 

J.  A.  Davlfl 

CEvaDg ; 

C.  FaoBt 

A.  Ammond • 

H.DeeB 

RTorner..... 

B.  IVirnor 

O.  W.  Borton 

J.  Hopklof 

O.  Smith 

M.  Olbrom r. 

A.  F.  Hngbes...., #. 

Wm.  Gosttoe 

W.R.  Tiller 
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J.  J.  H.  0»NeIlL 
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P.^.  RobIi 
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Wm.  O.Began 

H.  Yalenthie 

O.  W.  Way. 

James  Warren 

6.  P.  Warrsn 

James  Yarley..... 

EL  B.  Loyless 

R.  RUler.. 

J.  Hlers 

J.  M.  Hickman •«  .^ .. 

J.Polk 

W.  J.  Garter 

P.  a  McDNiiel 

J.  R  Allston 

H.  Stoart  ..* 

Capers «. 

J.  R  Aitaway 

W.  Broun.... ■*•....... 


Privato.. 
Sergeant. 


O0KP.A1IT. 


Do.  A,7thBak&C.V. 


It 


(brporal 

Private.. 

11 


Oorporal. 

PrlTate.. 

11 


II 
li 

II 
It 


ti 
It 
i« 


Cbrporal 

Private., 
II 


IC 


II 


14 


Lieutenant. 

Private .. . . 

Lieutenant. 

Private.... 
It 


i« 
ti 
II 


(I 


Lieutenant. 
Corporal.. . 

Private.... 

k 


ti 
It 
It 


Lieutenant. 
If 

Sergeant •• 

Private.... 

it 


II 
II 
It 
ti 
i< 


Lieutenant. 

MiOor 

Private  . . . . 
u 

Sergeant... 

Private . . . . 

Sergeant . . 

Private.... 

Sergeant... 

Private.... 
(I 


II 
f« 
i< 

II 


Charieitoa  LIsfat  Bngooos. 


I  e  •  •  •  •  •  • 


Lientenant. 

Private.... 

Corporal... 

Private.... 
t« 


11 
II 


R  Bt>otwri^t M 


Chplain.... 
Lientenant. 

Private...! 

44 


"  CL  « 

II  ((  II 

II  11  II 

M  41  «< 

14  II  II 

«  II  II 
II 
II 

«  It 


B,  «« 

K      11 


41      14 

II       « 
IC      II 


«  0,  " 

«  <l  «c 

14  IC  U 

II  41  II 

a  CI  «i 


It 

« 

CI 
44 

It 
II 
tl 
M 
II 
41 
II 
It 
IC 
14 
CC 
It 

u 

CI 


I* 

CC 
14 


14 

u 
u 

u 

14 
44 

14 
U 

n 
c« 

CI 

41 
CC 


KnjJD,  WounxDy  amd 


%  •  m      .4 


..«>..« 


k . %« .«  • 


Wounded 

It 

II 

IC 

H 

« 

|4 

«t 
14 
CC 
U 
41 
CC 
CI 
44 
4« 
14 
41 
U 
IC 

II 


CI 
CI 
CI 

It 

II 

K 

Co.  A, 

II  IC 

IC  IC 

CC  41 

IC  CC 

M  It 

"    A, 

II     c« 

a  il 

a  u 

II  tl 

It  It 

••   D, 

tl     d 
tf     It 

Kirk's 

u 

CC 

Co.  P, 

tt 

CI 
IC 
CC 


C« 
44 

CC 
C4 
CC 


CI 
IC 
CC 
C4 
CC 


.  .  . 
.  .  . 


.  ■  . 


Ist  Bat.  S.  C.  Y. 


tt 

It 

IC 

44 

IC 

tt 

It 

II 

M 

II 

II 

IC 

C 

CI 

CC 

IC 

tC 

IC 

IC 

« 

M 

CC 

CI 

H 

44 

4C 

tt 

II 

CC 

t< 

IC 

CI 

tl 

II 

CI 
41 

II 

It 

41 

It 

tt 

l( 

•C 

il 

U 

C4 

14 

II 

II 

II 

IC 


tc       mortally. 
Hissing. 


Co.  Par.  Bangers.  ... 
it     tl        tt 

«      CC  It         '.'.][[[ 

ad  S.C  cavalry.'.'!!! 
<«  tl 


11 
u 


II 

CC 
CI 


Rntledge  Mounted  Rifles. 

ti  Ct  It 


Go.K» 
It 

"  c, 

"  B, 

41     II 

-    ^ 

il     M 

CI     M 
IC    14 
II     CC 
IC     CI 
CI     « 
M     CC 
II     14 
CI     IC 
It     14 
II    IC 

«  H, 

II     M^ 
IC     M 
CI     14 

8dS.C.Y.  Cavalry.. 

uth  s.  a  Y 

tC 

IC 

CC            .       ^      ^ 

ic 

IC 

tc 

4C 

«4 

CC 

II    I'liii!! 

CC 

CC 

CC 

CI 

14 

•4 

<4 

14 

II 

.....     . . 

II 

**  B,UtBat.S.aS.S. 

U  It  II  Ci  tC 

II  CC  4i  CC  14 

U  (C  IC  CI  CI            * 

U  IC  tc  CC  C4 

M  IC  C4  44  IC 

U  a  C«  41  «| 


in  thigh, 
in  am. 

in  leg. 
in  chest, 
in  leg. 
in  mouth, 
inshottldsr. 


II 


CI 

inshoafatar. 
Inside. 
InnedE. 
tax  head. 
In  am. 

In  thigh. 

It 

IndiesL 

tai  thigh. 

aUghUy. 
It 

CC 
14 


If 
tl 
IC 

tl 
It 

KiUed. 
WoondedsUghtlr. 


■everely. 

14 
«4 

Slightly. 
poInAiIly. 


It 

C4 

CC 

u 

CC 
CI 


tt 

CC 
.4 

tc 
tc 

44 


CC 


« 

KiUed. 

Wounded  painfoDy. 
<<      'slightly. 


ct 
II 

IC 

II 

CC 
CC 

u 


tc 


palnftilly. 
In  thigh. 


tc 


severely. 

tnth^h. 

In  ana. 
Missing. 

Wounded  severely. 
**       slightly. 
«5       severely.' 
KlUed. 

Wounded  slightly. 
Crushed  by  rallroed 
Wounded  «llght]j. 

CI  ft 

Wounded. 

Kffled. 
It 

Wounded. 
•I 


u 

K 
44 


lOsBfng. 


djghtly. 


It 


Wounded  hi  Bhofuldc 

tt  cc 

CI 

It 

Killed. 
Wounded  alight^. 


severely. 
dighUy. 


•c 

CC 
CC 

« 
II 


tl 

CC 
IC 

II 


DOCDICEKTS. 


627 


Beport  cf  CanudHes    (OmUinved), 


Kao. 

Rask. 

OOMPiLHT. 

WaasQ. 

R  M.  flinltti T.. 

Prirate 

Go.  B,  Ut  Bat.  8.  C.  &  8 

4»    14      II         U               44 
U     II       14         II               l( 

Beaufort  Ught  Artillery* V.V. 

U                 14                 41 

14                 M                  II 

M                  H                  44           **'*] 

II                  14                 44          \\\\] 

44                 U                 M           *       ^ 

II                 II                  II 

•4                   W                   44           ]]"]] 

41                   14                  14           ',\\\\ 

U                  II                  II 

•  <                 «l                  H 

14                   44                  II           i'.l,, 

4  4                  II                  41           ^^ 

Woonded. 
Missiiig. 

Woanded  Blightlj. 
*•       severely. 

II                   14 
4<                   II 
14                   II 

«       Binoe  died. 
"       severely. 
•*       BlighUy. 

II                     14 

u             u 

14                    14 

"       severely. 
<•       dightly. 
»«           1. 

W.  W.  Ung. 

J.  Walden 

u 

u       " 

J.  P.  Ghapln 

9ergeHit 

Wm.  Hu>mpMO. .••..•.•.. 

« 

N.&  Fuller 

E.  E.  Mirbaa 

♦J^ 

J.  J.  Brown 

M 

J.  E.  Tripp 

PrivalA 

R.  F. ftwni a.... ••>... ........ 

14 

^nhi}  .fffnklns .1  . 1 . .  4 . . , 

M 

M           *  *  " 

Pftnt*!  Jmkliis. 

A.  Budden ,,.. 

(« 

E.  R  Tresoott 

41 

T.  E  Cathbftrt 

(1 

a  A.  ekuM..... rf 

44 

J.  P.  RIcliArdBon i 

14 

TMbI  osswlttes :  KiOed,  U ;  woanded,  103  •;  missing,  9. 


Ppa  52. 
EXPEDITION  TO  HABTSVi£lE,  TENN. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  BRAXTON  BRAGG.* 


HsADQiTAannB  Abut  or  T^issbmlb.  ) 

HunvBSBOBO,  TvcaasBt,  December  22, 1M2.  / 

Chneral  8.  Cooper^  Adjutant  and  Inspedor-Chn- 
eralf  Richmond^  Virginia  : 

Sib  :  Having  been  infonned  by  acting*  Briga- 
dier-General J^hn  H.  Morgan,  whose  cavaLry 
brigade  covered  my  front  in  the  direction  of 
Hartsville,  Tennessee,  that  the  enemy*B  force  at 
that  point  was  somewhat  isolated,  I  yielded  to 
his  request  and  organized  an  expedition  under 
him  for  their  attack.  On  the  fifth  instant  Han- 
son's brigade,  of  Breckinridge's  division,  was 
moved  forward  on  the  road  towards  Hartsville, 
and  halted  at  Baird's  Mills,  a  point  nearly  due 
east  from  Nashville,  and  half  way  to  Hartsville, 
when  it  was  joined  by  Morgan's  cavalry  force. 
Two  regiments,  the  Second  and  K^ith  Kentucky 
iii&ntiy,  with  Cobb's  Kentuckv  artillery,  moved 
from  this  point,  with  the  cavahry,  at  10  p.  m.  on 
the  sixth,  to  attack  the  enemy  at  Hartsville. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  same  day,  Hanson, 
with  the  remainder  of  his  brigade,  moved  as  di- 
rected, on  the  road  towards  Nashville,  for  the 
Surpose  of  a  reconnoissance  and  to  cause  a 
iversion. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  troops  above  named 
left  their  camps  near  here,  Major-Qeneral  Cheat- 
ham, with  two  brigades,  moved  out  on  the  Nash- 
ville road,  halted  at  nieht  at  Lavergne,  fifieen 
miles,  and  on  the  next  day,  in  conjunction  with 
General  Wheeler's  cavaliy.  made  a  strong  dem- 
oDfitration  on  the  enemy's  front 

These  movements  had  the  desbred  effect,  and 
completely  distracted  the  enemy's  attention  from 
the  real  point  of  attack.  Learning  that  a  foraR* 
ing  train  of  the  enemy  waa  on  his  right  flanx, 
Cheatham  detached  Wheeler  with  a  cavalry 
force  to  attack  it,  which  he  did  in  his  usual 

•  Sss  BsbsDlDB  Bsoord,  Tolome  6,psfe  att^  DoOQBSnta. 


dashing  and  successful  manner,  capturing  eleven 
wagons  and  fifty-seven  prisoners.  Under  cover 
of  these  feints,  Morgan,  hj  an  extraordinary 
night  march,  reached  the  pomt  of  his  destination 
about  sunrise,  and  in  a  short,  but  warmly  con- 
tested engagement, killed,  wounded,  and  captured 
the  entire  command  of  more  than  two  thousand 
ofiBcers  and  men. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  General 
Morgan  and  the  subordinate  commanders,  and 
take  great  pleasure  in  commending  the  forti- 
tude, endurance,  and  gallantry  of  all  engaged  in 
this  remarkable  expemtion.  It  is  a  source  of 
personal  and  official  gratification  to  perceive 
that  the  department  has  recognized  the  services 
of  the  gallant  and  meritorious  soldier  who  led 
the  expedition,  by  confirming  my  previous  nom- 
ination of  him  as  a  Brigadier-General. 

Two  sets  of  infantry  colors  and  one  artillery 
guidon,  taken  at  Hartsville,  are  also  forwarded 
with  this  report  A  third  set  of  infantry  colors 
was  presented  by  its  captors  to  the  President, 
on  his  recent  visit  to  this  place. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfdly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
BR4XT0ir  Bragg, 

General,  eommsndinf, 


BEPOBT  OF  GENERAL  JOHN  B.  M0B6AK. 


MoHLUi's  Heib^. 


OROflB-Roise  xsAK  HumnnoM^ 
Deoember  0,  U82. 


} 


CoUmd  Brent,  Chi^qf  Staff": 

Snt :  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you,  for 
the  information  of  the  General  commanding,  a 
report  of  the  expedition  against  the  Federal 
forces  at  Hartsville. 

I  left  these  headquarters  at  10  a.m.,  on  the 
sixth  instant,  with  one  thousand  four  hundred 
of  my  command  under  the  orders  of  Colonel 
Duke ;  the  Second  and  Ninth  Kentucky  infantry, 
commanded  b^  Colonel  Hunt;  Captain  Cobb's 
battery  of  artillery ;  two  small  howitzers-,  and 
two  rmed  EUswortii  guns,  belonging  to  my  own 
command. 

At  Lebanon  I  received  information  that  no 
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change  had  been  made  in  the  number  of  the 
Federals  at  HartsviUe,  their  number  being  still 
about  nine  hundred  infantry  and  four  hundred 
cavalry,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery.  I  found 
afterwards  that  their  force  had  been  consider- 
ably underrated. 

1  proceeded  with  the  infantry  and  artillery 
to  Purcell  Ferry  on  the  Cumberlsmd  River,  send- 
ing the  cavalry,  under  the  orders  of  Colonel  Puke, 
to  pass  at  a  ford  some  seven  miles  below  the  point 
where  we  were  to  "  rendezvous."  I  passed  my 
troops  with  great  difficulty,  there  being  but  one 
boat ;  and  about  half-past  five  on  the  morning 
of  the  seventh  I  arrived  at  Hague  Shops,  two 
miles  from  the  Federal  camp.  I  found  that  Col- 
onel Duke,  with  his  cavairr,  had  only  just 
marched  up,  having  crossed  the  ford  with  aiffi- 
culty,  and  that  one  regiment  of  his  command, 
five  hundred  strong  (Colonel  6ano*s),  had  not 
vet  reported.  Major  Stoner's  battalion  had  been 
left  on  the  other  side  of  the  Cumberland,  j^ith 
two  mountain  howitzers,  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  the  enemy  by  the  Lebanon  road,  and  Colonel 
Kenneth's  regiment  had  been  ordered  to  proceed 
to  Hartsville  to  picket  the  road  leading  to  Gal- 
latin, and  to  attack  any  of  the  Federals  they 
might  find  in  that  town,  to  take  possession  of 
the  Castilian  Springs,  Lafayette  and  Carthage 
roads,  so  as  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  enemy. 
This  .reduced  my  force  considerably,  but  I  de- 
termined to  attack,  and  tiiat  at  once ;  there  was 
no  time  to  be  lost ;  day  was  breaking,  and  the 
enemy  might  expect  strong  reinforcements  from 
Castilian  Springs,  should  my  arrival  be  known. 
Advancing,  therefore,  with  the  cavaby,  closely 
followed  by  the  artiUety  and  infantry,  I  ap- 
proached the  enemy's  position.  The  pickets 
were  found  and  shot  down.  The  Yankee  bivouac 
first  appeared  to  cover  a  lon^  line  of  ground, 
and  gave  me  to  suppose  that  their  number  was 
much  greater  than  I  anticipated.  On  nearing 
the  camp  the  alarm  was  sounded,  and  I  could 
distinctly  see  and  hear  the  officers  ordering 
their  men  to  fall  in,  preparing  for  resistance. 
Colonel  Duke  then  dismounted  Colonel  Clarke's 
and  Colonel  Chenault's  regiments,  in  all  about 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  men,  drawing  them  up 
in  line  in  a  laree  field  in  the  front,  and  a  littie  to 
the  right  of  the  enemy's  line  which  was  then 
forming,  and  seeing  that  the  artillery-  and  in- 
fantry were  in  position,  he  ordered  his  men  to 
advance  at  the  double-quick,  and  directed  Col- 
onel Chenault,  who  was  on  the  left,  to  oblique 
so  as  to  march  on  the  enemy's  flank. 

His  men  then  pressed  forward,  driving  the 
Federals  for  nearly  half  a  mile,  without  a  check, 
before  them,  until  their  right  wing  was  forced 
back  upon  their  own  left  wing  and  centre. 

Colonel  Duke  then  ordered  a  halt  until  the  in- 
fantry had  commenced  their,  attack  on  the  Fed- 
eral left  wing,  which  caused  a  retreat  of  the 
whole  line.  At  this  juncture  LieutenantrColonel 
Hopnan  and  Major  Steele,  of  Gano's  regiment, 
came  up  with  about  one  hundred  men  of  that 
regiment,  who  had  succeeded  in  crossing  the 
ford,  and  threw  their  small  force  into  the  fight. 
My  dismounted  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Duke, 


had  only  been  skirmishing,  previously  to  this, 
for  tfbout  twenty  minutes ;  but  seeing  that  Col- 
onel Hunt,  with  the  infauta*y,  was  pressing  hard 
upon  the  Federal's  left,  he  ordered  an  advance 
upon  the  right  wing  and  flank  of  their  new  line ; 
it  gave  way  and  ceased  firing,  and  soon  after 
surrendered.    . 

Colonel  Duke  reports  that  his  men  fought  with 
a  courage  and  coolness  which  could  not  be  sur- 
passed. 

Colonels  Clarke  and  Chenault  led  on  their  men 
with  the  most  determined  braveiy,  enoonraging 
them  by  voice  and  exanu>le. 

The  timely  arrival  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoff- 
man and  Major  Steele,  and  the  gallant  manner  in 
which  they  showed  themselves  into 'the  fight, 
had  a  very  decided  effect  upon  the  battle  at  the 
point  at  which  they  enterea.  The  artillery,  un- 
der Oaptain  Cobb,  did  most  excellent  service, 
and  sunered  severely  from  the  enemy's  battery, 
which  fired  with  great  precision,  blowing  up  one 
of  his  caissons  and  inflicting  a  severe  loss  on 
that  arm.        ; 

The  infantry  conducted  themselves  most  gal- 
lantly; the  Second  Kentucky  suffering  most 
severely. 

Colonel  Bennett's  regiment,  as  I  said  before, 
was  not  in  the  fight,  having  been  sent  on  special 
service,  which  was  most  efficiently  performed, 
four  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners' having  be^i 
taken  by  them,  and  twelve  Federals  killed. 

Thus,  sir,  in  one  hour  and  a  half,  the  troops 
under  my  command,  consisting  of  five  h)mdred 
cavalry  (Colonel  Gano's,  Colonel  Bennett's  regi- 
ments and  Major  Stoner's  command  not  partici- 
pating in  the  fight),  seven  hundred  in^tzy, 
with  a  battery  of  artallery,  in  all  about  one  thou- 
sand three  hundred  strong,  defeated  and  cap- 
tured three  well-disciplined  and  well  formed 
regiments  of  infantry  with  a  raiment  of  cavalry, 
and  took  two  rifled  cannon,  the  whole  encamped 
on  their  own  ground  and  in  a  very  strong  posi- 
tion, taking  about  eighteen  hundred  prisoners, 
eighteen  hundred  stand  of  arms,  a  quantity  of 
ammunition,  clothing,  quartermasters'  stores,  and 
sixteen  wagons.  The  battle  was  now  over. 
The  result  exceeded  my  own  expectations,  but 
still  I  felt  that  my  position  was  a  most  perilous 
one,  being  within  loni  miles  in  a  direct  line  and 
only  eight  by  the  main  G^Jlatin  road  of  an  ene^ 
my  8  forces  of  at  least  eight  thousand  men,  con- 
sisting of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  who 
would  naturally  march  to  tiie  aid  of  their  com- 
rades on  hearing  the  report  of  our  guns.  I, 
therefore,  with  me  assistance  of  my  staff^  got 
together  all  the  empty  wagons  left  by  the 
enemy,  loaded  them  with  arms,  ammonition, 
and  stores,  and  directed  them  immediately  to 
Hart's  Ferry 

There  was  no  time  to  be  lost  The  pickets 
placed  by  my  assistant  Adjutant^General  on  the 
Castilian  Springs  road  sent  to  report  the  aiS- 
vance  of  a  strong  body  of  Federals,  esUmsited  ar 
five  thousand  men. 

I  sent  to  Colonel  Clarke's  regiment  to  make  a 
show  of  resistance,  ordering  Colonel  6ano*» 
regiment,  which  had  arrived,  in  support.     In 
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the  meantime  I  pressed  the  passage  of  the  ford 
to  the  utmost 

This  show  of  force  caused  a  delay  in  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy,  who  had  no  idea  of  the 
number  of  my  men,  and  probably  greatly  over- 
rated my  strength,  and  gave  me  tmie  to  pass  the 
ford  wiu  infantry,  artillery,  and  baggage  wagons. 
The  horses  of  my  cavalry  being  sent  oack  from 
tiie  other  side  of  the  Cumberland  River,  to  carry 
over  the  infantry  regiments,  it  was  time  to 
retreat  The  enemy  attacked  our  rear,  but  was 
kept  at  bay  by  the  two  regiments  before  speci- 
fied, aided  by  four  ^ns  I  had  previously  ordered 
to  be  placea  in  position  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Cumberland,  looking  forward  to  what  was  now 
taking  place.  The  bfknks  of  the  riyer,  on  both 
sides,  are  precipitous,  and  the  stream  breast 
deep,  but  our  retreat  was  effected  in  excellent 
order.  We  lost  not  a  man,  except  three  badly 
wounded,  that  I  was  reluctantly  forced  to  leave 
behind.  Cavalry,  infentry,  guns,  and  baggage 
train  safely  crossed,  with  the  exception  of  four 
wagons  which  had  been  sent  by  another  route, 
and  which  are  still  safely  hidden  in  the  woods, 
according  to  accounts  received  to^av. 

In  justice  to  my  brave  command,  I  would 
respectfuUy  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  General 
commanding,  the  names  of  those  officers  who 
contributed,  by  their  undaunted  bravery  and 
soldier-like  conduct,  to  the  brilliant  success 
which  crowned  the  efforts  of  the  Confederate 
arms. 

To  Colonel  Hunt,  of  the  Ninth  Kentucky, 
commanding  the  infantry,  I  am  deeply  indebted 
for  his  valuable  assistajice.  His  conduct,  and 
that  of  his  brave  regiment,  was  perfect,  and  their 
steadiness  under  fire  remarkable. 

The  Second  Kentucky  also  behaved  most  gal- 
lantly and  suffered  severely — sixty-two  men 
killed  and  wounded,  three  regimental  officers 
left  dead  on  thd  field,  sufficiently  testified  to 
their  share  in  the  fight,  and  the  resistance  they 
had  to  encounter. 

Colonel  Clarke's  regiment  paid  also  a  high 
price  for  its  devotion.  It  went  into  the  field 
two  hundred  and  thirty  strong,  had  six  officers, 
with  twenlv-one  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  killed  and  wounded,  besides  six  miss- 
ing. 

Colonel  Duke,  commanding  the  cavalry,  was, 
as  he  always  has  been,  ^  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place.''  Wise  in  council,  gallant  in  the 
field,  nis  services  have  ever  been  invaluable 
to  me. 

I  was  informed  by  my  Adjutant-Greneral  that 
Colonel  Bennett,  in  uie  execution  of  the  special 
service  copfided  to  him,  and  in  which  he  so  en- 
tirely succeeded,  gave  proofii  of  great  gallantry 
and  contempt  of  conger. 

I  owe  much  to  my  personal  staff.  Major 
Xilewellyn,  Captains  Charlton  Morgan  and  Wil- 
liams, and  Lieutenant  Tyler,  acting  as  my  Aides- 
de-Camp,  gave  proof  of  great  devotion,  being 
ever}' where  in  the  hottest  fire,  and  Major 
Xilewellyn  received  the  sword  of  Colonel  Stew- 
art, and  the  surrender  of  his  regiment  Captain 
^ozgan  and  Captain  Williams'  horses  were  killed 


under  them,  and  Lieutenant  Tyler  was  severely 
wounded;  My  Orderly  Sergeant,  Craven  Peyton, 
received  a  shot  in  his*  hip,  and  had  his  horse 
killed  by  my  side. 

I  must  have  forgiveness  if  I  add,  with  a 
soldier  8  pride,  that  the  conduct  of  my  whole 
command  deserved  my  highest  gratitude  and 
commendation. 

Three  Federal  regimental  standards  and  five 
cavalry  guidons  fluttered  over  my  brave  column 
on  their  return  from  the  expedition.  With 
such  troops  victory  is  enchained  to  our  banners, 
and  the  issue  of  a  contest  with  our  Northern 
opponents,  even  when  they  are  double  our  force, 
no  longer  doubtful. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 
With  the  highest  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  H.  MoaoAjf, 

Brlgadier-GoQoral. 

REP03T  OF  JiAJOK-OESZRSL  BBSCKINBIDO& 

BtMoqiOAXtEas  BRaoninuDOB'B  Dimiox,  \ 
December  11, 1862.     / 

Mmor  Thos,  M.  Jack,  A,  A,  Oenercd: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  report 
from  Colonel  R.  W.  Hanson,  commanding  First 
brigade  of  my  division,  covering  the  report  of 
Colonel  Thos.  H.  Hunt,  who  commanded  the 
Second  and  Ninth  Kentucky  regimenta  and 
Cobb's  battery,  in  the  recent  expedition  (under 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Morgan)  surainst 
Harts ville ;  and  also,  the  reports  of  Major  Hewitt 
and  Captain  Morehoad,  commanding;  respec- 
tively, the  Second  and  Ninth  Kentucky,  and  of 
Captain  Cobb,  commanding  the  battery. 

1  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  officeVs  and  men 
specially  named  for  gallantry,  and  to  stiggest,  re- 
spectfully, that  the  troops  engaged. in  tuis  expe- 
dition deserve  mention  in  ordera  for  conduct, 
which,  in  fortitude  and  daring,  has  not  been 
surpassed  during  the  war. 
Very  respectfully, 

JoHX  C.  Breckixbiimie, 

IfiVJor-General,  oummandlog. 

REPORT  OF  OOLOXEL  R,  W.  HANSON. 

HKiDQUARma  Fmsr  Brmudb,  \ 

CiXF  MSAR  McKnxBBOBo,  December  11, 1M2.  J 

Colond  Buckner,  Assistant  A^ukmUOeneral : 

In  pursuance  of  the  order  of  General  Bragg, 
I  proceeded,  with  my  command,  on  the  fifth  in- 
stant, to  Baird's  MiU,  and  remained  two  days, 
making,  as  directed,  reconnoissance  towards 
Nashville.  General  Morgan  designated  the  Sec- 
ond and  Ninth  Kentucky  and  Cobb's  battery  as 
the  troops  he  desired  to  accompany  him  upon 
the  Hartoville  expedition.  They  were  detacned 
under  command  of  Colonel  Hunt  I  enclose, 
herewith,  his  report  of  the  battle  of  Harts  ville, 
and  the  reports  of  his  subordinate  officers.  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  the  honorable  mention 
that  is  made  in  Major  Hewitt's  and  Colonel 
Hunt's  reports  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  Sergeant 
Oldham,  of  the  Second  Kentucky  regiment,  wiUi 
the  hope  that  the  proper  steps  may  be  taken  to 
procure  for  him  the  proper  reward  of  his  con- 
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dact  Sereeant  Oldham  was  tlie  color-bearer  of 
the  Secona  Kentucky  regiment  at  the  battle  of 
Donelaon,  and  acted  with  great  gallantry  upon 
that  occasion.  He  is  a  suitable  man  for  a  heu- 
tenancy,  being  well  qualified  as  well  as  truly 
brave.  R.  W.  Haxsok, 

OolonQi,  oomnuaidlng  Brigade.. 

BKPORI  OF  COLONEL  THOMAS  H.  HUNT. 

Hbaoquibxkm  Nnrre  Kmtuuk.i  BaomifT.       1 
Gaxp  mui  If  UBTUttBOBO,  Deoomber  9, 1802.  J 

lb  Captain  John  8.  ffqpe,  Acting  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant-GhnercU : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  ihe 
detachment  from  the  First  brigade,  Breckin- 
ridge's division,  consisting  of  the  Seoond  Ken- 
tncKy  regiment,  Major  James  W.  Hewitt,  com- 
manding, three  hundred  and  seventy-five  strong ; 
Ninth  Kentucky  regiment,  Oeiptain  James  T. 
Morehead,  commanaing,  three  hundred  and 
twenty  strong,  and  Cobb's  battery,  placed  under 
my  conmiand,  as  senior  officer,  with  orders  to 
report  to  General  Morgan,  left  Baird's  Mill  where 
the  brigade  was  in  bivouac,  on  Saturday  the 
sixth  instant,  about  one  and  a  half  o'clock  f.  m. 
Marching  in  the  rear  of  the  cavalry  force  until 
we  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Lebanon  an  ex- 
change was  made,  when  the  infantry  mounted 
the  horses  and  rode  five  or  six  miles.  The  com- 
mand reached  Cumberland  River  about  ten 
o'clock.    The  infantry,  artillery,  and   a  small 

portion  of  cavalry,  crossed  at Ferry,  the 

balance  of  the  cavalrv  crossing  at  a  ford  a  few 
miles  lower  down  the  river.  The  two  boats 
used  for  crossing  were  of  small  capacity  and  in 
miserable  condition,  but  by  constant  bailing 
•  'they  weM  kept  afloat,  and  by  five  o'clock  in 
the  morning  the  command  was  safely  over. 

The  march  of  five  miles  to  Hartsville  (where 
the  battle  was  fought),  yet  to  make,  over  bad 
roads  for  artillery,  was  not  accomplished  until 
after  sunrise,  and  the  purpose  of  General  Mor- 
gan to  surprise  the  enemy  was  defeated.  When 
we  approached  in  sight  of  their  camp  we  found 
their  infantry  already  formed,  occupying  a  very 
strong  position  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  with  a 
deep  ravine  in  front,  alid  their  artillery  in  bat- 
tery. The  troops  under  my  command  were 
placed  in  position  west  of  the  enemy's  camp, 
while  under  a  heavy  fire  from  their  battery,  and 
sharpshooters  thrown  out  from  their  right,  but 
these  latter  were  quickly  driven  in  by  the  dis- 
mounted cavahy. 

The  Second  regiment  having  been  formed  on 
the  left  of  the  Ninth,  l^as  now  ordered  forward 
to  support  and  follow  up  the  success  gained  by 
the  cavalry  skirmishers.  That  thev  had  hot 
work  to  accomplish  is  shown  by  tiieir  heavy 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded. 

In  the  meantine  Captain  Cobb,  with  his  bat- 
tery, was  not  idle.  He  was  doing  good  execu- 
tion and  the  enemy  responded  with  eifect,  one 
of  their  shells  striking  and  blowing  up  a  cais- 
son. As  the  ground  was  cleared  of  the  enemy 
opposite  our  left,  he  (Captain  Cobb)  was  ordered 
to  take  a  new  position  with  his  battery  in  that 


direction,  and  at  the  same  time  the  Ninth  Ken- 
tucky regiment  was  ordered  forward  to  engage 
the  enemy's  left 

My  whole  conmiand  was  now  engaged.  The 
crest  of  the  hill  was  reached,  and  here  com- 
menced a  desperate  struggle,  as  the  contestants 
were  only  from  thirty  to  fifty  paces  apart,  where 
they  fought  for  the  space  of  ten  minutes,  when 
the  order  to  charge  was  given  and  most  nobly 
was  the  conmiand  responded  to.  The  enemy 
broke  and  were  driven  to  the  river  diff,  where 
thev  were  completely  surrounded  by  my  force 
in  front,  and  the  dismoimted  cavaliy  on  their 
flanks  and  rear,  and  where  they  surrendered  at 
discretion. 

It  was  a  continued  success  from  the  com 
mencement.  In  about  one  hour  and  a  half  from 
the  time  the  first  gun  was  fired  they  snrr^- 
dered,  and  more  prisoners  were  brought  off 
than  we  had  men  m  the  action.  Large  quanti- 
ties of  commissary  and  quartermasters'  stores 
were  also  secured,  a  section  of  artillery,  and  a 
large  number  of  small  arms  with  the  usual  sup- 
ply of  ammunition. 

(General  Morgan  had  made  most  skilful  dis- 
position, which,  with  the  good  fighting  qualities 
of  Hie  troops  engaged,  secured  success.  I  can- 
not speak  m  too  high  terms  of  praise  of  the 
troops,  and  I  scarcely  know  which  most  to  ad- 
mire, their  patient  endurance  on  the  march  or 
courage  in  ^e  battle.  They  marched  fifty  milett 
in  cold  winter  weather,  tiie  ground  covered 
with  snow,  crossed  and  recrossed  the  Cumber- 
land River,  fought  a  largely  superior  force, 
strongly  posted  within  six  miles  of  their  sup- 
ports, and  brought  off  the  prisoners,  aU  within 
the  space  of  thirty  hours.  Captain  Cobb,  with 
his  officers  and  men,  had  a  most  laborious  iime 
in  getting  their  pieces  and  horses  across  the 
river,  and  it  was  onlv  by  the  best  directed  exer- 
tions they  succeedea  at  alL  Where  officers  and 
men  all  behaved  so  well  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  single  out  individual  cases  as  peculiarly  wor- 
thy of  commendation.  I  cannot,  however,  re- 
frain from  mentioning  Lieutenant  Joseph  Bene- 
dicty  who  acted  as  my  Aid  on  the  occaAion.  He 
was  the  right  man  in  the  right  place. 

I  enclose  herewith  copies  or  the  reports  of 
Major  Hewett,  Captain  Morehead,  and  Captain 
Cobb,  and  would  bring  to  your  attention  tiie 
fact  that  the  former  commends  Color-Sergeaut 
John  Oldham  for  his  gallant  bravery. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  tlie  loes  sus- 
tained by  my  command : 
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Jodnded  in  the  above  are  of  the  Seoond  Ken- 
tocky  regimeut^  Chas.  H.  Thomas,  First  Liea- 
tenant,  and  John  W.  Rogers,  Seoond  Ideatenant 
Gompsmy  C,  killed;  T.  M.  Home,  First  Lieuten- 
anty  Company  A,  mortally  wounded;  Second 
Lieutenant  A.  J.  I^or,  Company  D,  Lieutenant 
Harding,  Company  K,  wounded.  Of  Ninth  Ken- 
tucky, Becona  Lieutenant  Dandridge  Crockett, 
killed.  First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Clev eland,  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  H.  Huirr, 

OoVmel,  oommaiiding  DetarJiinnnt. 

REPORT  OF  XAJOR  HEWTIT. 

HiAOQVABnn  anon)  KnmroKr  RaonnnT, ) 
Gamp  Mum>iuuhboim>,  Deo.  0,  ISdS.     | 

Colond  ThotnasK  Hunt: 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pur- 
suance of  your  orders,  I  formed  my  regiment  on 
the  left  of  the  Ninth  Kentucky,  opposite  the 
enemy's  camp  near  Hartsville,  a  portion  of  Gen- 
eral Morgan's  cavalry  being  at  the  same  time  on 
my  left  When  the  orders  came  for  me  to  ad- 
vance, I  ordered  mv  regiment  forward,  and  after 
passine  the  fence  the  nature  of  the  ground  was 
such  loat  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  deploy  my 
regiment,  and  therefore  gave  the  order  to  deploy. 
In  this  way  we  drove  the  .enemy  from  their  first 
camp  and  continued  to  drive  them  until  they 
surrendered.  The  officers,  without  an  exception, 
behaved  in  the  most  gaUant  style.  They  were 
continually  in  advance  of  their  men,  urein^ 
them  forward ;  and  where  ^  behaved  so  well,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  particularize.  Each 
seemed  to  vie  with  the  other  in  deeds  of  gal- 
lantrv.  The  whole  oonmiand,  I  am  pleased  to 
say,  behaved  in  a  most  unexceptionable  manner, 
I  cannot  conclude  my  report  without  reference 
to  Color-Sergeant  John  Oldham,  whose  conduct 
and  courage  during  the  whole  engagement  elic- 
ited the  encomiums  of  both  officers  and  men* 
Appended  is  a  list  of  the  kiUed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  all  of  which  I  respectfully  submit 
Your  obedient  servant, 

James  W.  Hewitt, 

IfifOor,  oommandlng  Twenty-seeood  Keotaokj  regimmit. 

Killed 8 

Wounded 54 

Missing 3 

Total 65 
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7b  Cohnsl  ThomoB  K  Hunt,  Commanding  In- 

fantry : 

Bnt :  At  twelve  o'clock,  on  Saturday  the  sixth 
instant,  I,  as  senior  captain,  was  placed,  by  your 
orders,  in  command  ox  the  Ninth  Kentucky  regi- 
ment which  had,  the  day  before,  moved  to 
Baira*B  Mills,  eighteen  mUes  from  Murf^eeeboro, 


and  was  at  that  time  about  to  march  against  the 
enon^,  reported  to  be  at  HartsviUe,  Tennes- 
see. 

The  weather  was  excessively  cold,  the  snow 
having  fallen  the  day  before  to  some  depth,  and 
the  ro^  was  very  rough ;  notwithstanmng,  the 
men  marched  steadily  durine  the  dav  ana  all 
night,  and  reached  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  the  enemy,  near  HartsviUe,  at  sunrise.  The 
enemy  occupied  a  strong  position  in  front  of  his 
encampment,  his  line  of  battle  stretching  along 
the  crest  of  a  hill,  which  was  separated  from 
our  forces  by  an  intervening  hollow  or  ravine. 
Our  line  of  battle  was  formed  with  Cobb's  bat- 
teiy  on  the  right  supported  by  the  Ninth  Ken- 
tucl^  regiment  airectJy  in  its  rear.  On  our  im* 
mediate  left  was  the  Second  Kentucky  regiment, 
and  still  further  to  the  left  a  portion  of  two  regi- 
ments of  dismounted  cavalry,  under  Colonel 
Duke.  The  enemy  occupied  with  his  sharp- 
shooters the  woods  and  ravines  in  front  of  the 
left  wing  of  oar  line,  and  opened  a  brisk  fire  on 
us.  Against  them  the  dismounted  cavalry  de- 
ploved  as  skirmishers,  and  soon  succeeded  in 
dislodging  and  driving  them  back  upon  the 
main  body  of  the  enemy.  The  Second  Kentucky 
regiment  was  ordered  forward,  and  the  Ninth 
left  in  support  of  the  battery.  In  a  few  minutes 
after  I  was  ordered  to  advance,  and  moved  the 
regiment,  in  double-quick,  in  the  direction  of 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  going  over,  in 
our  route,  very  rough  ground,  and  through  a 
deep  ravine.  Ascending  the  hill  the  regiment 
advanced  to  the  right  of  the  Second  Kentucky, 
halted,  and  immediately  became  engaged,  at  less 
than  fifty  paces,  with  the  enemy*  After  fight- 
ing for  a  short  time,  I  ordered  a  charge,  which 
was  made  with  such  gallantry  by  the  regiment, 
that  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy's  line  gave  way 
and  commenced  retreating  in  confusion.  Press- 
ed closely  by«  the  Ninth  Kentucky,  they  passed 
through  their  camps  and  took  refuge  under  the, 
brow  of  a  hill  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  in 
rear  of  their  artillery.  The  regiment  continued 
to  move  rapidly  on  and  captured  the  two  pieces 
of  artillery  and  a  stand  of  colors,  charged  the 
line  of  the  enemy  and  drove  them  to  the  brink  of 
the  river,  compelling  their  immediate  surrender. 
Here  we  captured  Colonel  Moore,  commanding 
Brigade,  who,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  Cap- 
tain Crouch,  answered  that  he  surrendered  him- 
self and  all  the  men  around  him,  meaning  the 
whole  force.  The  battle  was  now  fairly  won, 
the  firine  had  ceased,  save  a  few  scattering  shots 
here  and  there.  I  immediately  formed  the  regi- 
ment again  in  line  of  battle,  had  order  restored, 
stragglers  collected,  and  the  men  kept  in  their 

{)laces.  I  sent  details  from  aQ  the  companies  to 
ook  after  the  dead  and  wounded,  and  detailed 
Company  ''H,"  Captain  Bosche,  to  guard  the 
One  nundred  and  sixth  Ohio  regiment  captured 
by  us.  The  prisoners  being  collected,  I  was 
ordered  to  detail  Companies  '^  Aand  C,"  to  guard 
them,  and  afterwards  Company  **  6."  The  regi- 
ment recrossed  the  river  and  began  its  march 
towards  Lebanon,  Tennessee.    Too  much  praise 
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cannot  be  given  to  the  officers  and  men  for 
their  spirit  and  patient  endurance  under  a  march 
of  almost  unexampled  hardship  and  rapidity, 
and  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  m 
action. 

The  regiment  had  in  battle  an  aggregate  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  men.  The  casualties 
were  as  follows,  viz. : 

Company  A — ^Lieutenant  Thomas  McOaing, 
commanding ;  one  private  wounded. 

Company  B— ^ptain  Crouch,  commanding ; 
one  private  wounded. 

Company  D — Lieutenant  Beale,  commanding ; 
one  private  wounded.. 

Company  G^— Lieutenant  Daniel,  commanding ; 
one  private  missing ;  one  private  wounded. 

Company  H — Captain  "SL  Bosche,  command- 
ing ;  one  private  missing  and  one  corporal 
kified. 

Company  I — Cantain  John  Desha,  commanding ; 
three  privates  killed,  and  two  Heutenants  (J. 
W.  Cleveland  and  W.  T.  Casey)  and  three  pri- 
vates wounded. 

Company  K — ^Lieutenant  Gaines,  commanding.; 


killed  Lieutenant  D.  8.  Crockett,  and  one  pri- 
vate. 

Total:  Killed, seven;  wounded, ten; missing, 
nine. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Jambs  T.  5foB8HBAD, 

ORptatn,  oommandlDg  Ninth  Kentucky  RegimenL 
REPORT  or  CAPTAIN  OOBB. 

B^port  (/Killed  and  Wounded  in  Captain  K 

CobVs  (hmnany  of  Light  ArUUary^  in  the  Ao- 

turn  near  aartoviUe^  Tenneuee,  on  Sunday^  the 

seventh  Deeemher,  1862. 

Killed :  Sergeant  W.  E.  Etheridge ;  Privates 
David  Watts  and  Sanderfer.    Total  3. 

Wounded  and  left  on  the  field  on  account  of 
severity  of  wounds : — Corporal  James  Donoh ; 
Privates  T.  C.  Camhill,  B.  F.  Perdue,  Henry  Wil- 
liams,   Total  4. 

Wounded  and  not  left : — ^Private  John  Leon- 
ard (slightly),  John  Thomas,  R.  F.  Lear.    Total  3. 

Total  killed  and  wounded,  10. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  Cobb, 
CS^ytain,  oommftndlng  BitCary. 
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Gbo.  Wm.  Brbnt, 

A.  A. 
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B£AUBEaABD*S  LETTER   TO    PIERRE 

SOULK 

Hkadquartbrs  DBPARmssT  OP  Sons) 
CABOUMJi,  QBoaou,  iJCD  FunuDA,     y 
Cbaburoii,  SL  C,  December  8, 1803.  j 

Hon,  Pierre  Soule;  Btchtnond,  Vcl  : 

Mt  Dbab  Sib:  In  compliance  with  your  re- 
quest made  on  the  eve  of  your  departure  for 
Richmond,  I  have  prepared  for  you  a  sketch  of 
certain  operations  by  which  we  may  vet  retrieve 
our  late  losses,  and  possiblv  baffle  the  immense 
resources  of  men  and  available  material  of  our 
enemy : 


1.  The  system  hitherto  followed  of  keeping 
in  the  field  separate  armies,  acting  without  con- 
cert  on  distant  and  diverging  lines  of  opera- 
tions, and  thus  enabling  our  adversary  to  ooo- 
centrate  at  convenience  his  masses  agaiuBt  our 
fractions,  must  b6  discontinued  as  radically  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  &e  art  of  war,  and 
attended  with  inevitable  results  such  aa  our 
disasters  in  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  and  Kortb- 
em  Georgia. 

2.  We  must  arrange  for  a  sudden  and  rapid 
concentration,  upon  some  selected,  decisive  stra- 
tegic point  of  the  theatre  of  war,  of  eoough 
troops  to  crush  the  forces  of  the  enemy  ein« 
bodied  in  that  quarter.    This  must  neceeflu^y 
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be  done  at  the  expense  or  hazard,  for  l^e  time, 
of  other  4>oint8  less  important,  or  offering  less 
advantages;  for  striking  the  enemy  a  blow 
thus  struck  will  necessarily  disorganize  his 
combinations  and  give  us  the  choice  of  the 
field  of  operations.  ' 

I  am  sensibly  aware  of  onr  limited  means, 
onr  want  of  men,  the  material  appliances  of  war 
and  of  transportation,  and  hence  the  difificnl- 
ties  which  will  embarrass  ns  in  the  execntion  of 
this  plan  of  concentration ;  but  I  see  no  way  to 
snccess  except  through  and  by  it  A  different 
course  may  indeed  protract  the  contest,  which 
will  become  day  by  oay  more  imequal ;  we  may 
fight  stoutly,  as  hitherto,  many  more  bloody 
and  indecisive  battles,  but  will  never  win  a  sig- 
nal, conclusive  victory,  until  we  can  manage  to 
throw  a  heavy  and  overwhelming  mass  oi  our 
forces  upon  the  firactions  of  the  enemy,  and  at 
the  same  time  successfully  strike  at  his  com- 
munications, without  exposing  our  own. 

I  believe  this  may  yet  be  aone.  Not  know- 
ing, however,  our  present  available  forces,  and 
their  locations,  I  am  unable  to  make  a  definite 
or  detailed  plan  of  operations.  But  I  believe  I 
am  warranted  in  assuming  that  we  have  under 
arms  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  effective 
men,  distributed  nearly  as  follows : 

In  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

say 40,000 

Department  of  Alabama  and  Mississip- 
pi, say. 16,000 

Under  Hardee  (including  Longstreet),         « 

say 60,000 

Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 

and  Florida,  say 28,000 

Department  of  North  Carolina,  say 7,000 

Department  of  Virginia,  say 60,000 

Total 210,000 

Looking  at  a  map  of  the  Confederate  States, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  most  injurious  blow 
^vrhich  the  enemy  could  strike  at  present  would 
b^  to  take  possession  of  Atlanta — thus  isolating 
still  more  completely  the  Trans-Mississippi 
States,  and  detaching,  in  a  great  measure,  the 
States  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama  from  the 
Eastern  portion  of  the  Confederacv.  It  would 
also  be  a  deplorable  injury  to  the  energetic, 
populous  St|ite  of  Greorgia,  and  cripple  the  re- 
sources of  that  people.  We  shoiQd,^therefore, 
regard  Atlanta  as  tne  actual  objedwe  point  of 
tbe  large  force  which  the  enemv  has  concen- 
trated about  Chattanooga,  and  the  one  which 
-we  must,  at  all  cost,  prevent  him  from  obtain- 
ing. In  this  state  of  afifairs,  throwing  aside  all 
other  considerations,  subordinating  all  other 
operations  to  this  one  vital  campaign,  at  a  con- 
certed moment  we  must  withdraw  from  other 
points  a  portion  of  their  forces — all,  indeed,  not 
absolutely  essential  for  keeping  up  a  show, of 
<iefence  or  safety  against  a  (x>u/K&>main— and 
concentrate  in  this  way  every  available  soldier 
possible,  for  operations  against  General  Grant. 

Such  strategic  points  as  Richmond,  Weldon, 
"Wilmington,  Charleston,  Savannah,  Mobile,  ana 


Meridian,  or  Jackson,  Miss.,  at  the  same  time, 
should  be  fortified,  garrisoned,  and  provisioned, 
according  to  their  present  relative  value  to  tiie 
Confederate  States,  sufiSciently  to  prolong  their 
defence,  if  attacked  or  besieged,  until  troops 
for  their  relief  could  be  detached  as  required 
from  the  army  in  North-western  Georgia.  I 
will  now  state,  approximately,  what  troops  may, 
in  my  belief,  be  drawn  from  the  following  quar- 
ters, and  added  to  the  army  at  or  about  Dalton, 
namely : 

From  Alabama  and  Mississippi 10,000 

From  South  Carolina,  Creorgia,  and  Flor- 
ida      8,000 

From  North  Carolina 2,000 

From  Virginia. 20,000 

Total 40,000 

These  forty  thousand  men,  added  with  celerity 
to  the  force  now  under  Hardee,  and  including 
that  under  Longstreet,  and  other  detachmente, 
would  make  an  army  of  one  hundred  thousand 
men.  Let  this  army  take  the  offensive  at  once, 
aiid,  properly  handled,  it  should  crush  any  force 
that  Grant  could  assemble  in  time  and  oppose, 
scattered,  as  he  evidently  is,  and  unprepared,  as 
he  would  be,  for  such  an  event  To  insure  the 
success  of  a  plan  of  operations,  the  press  must 
be  led  to  preserve  complete  silence  touching  aU 
militaxy  movements.  Depots  of  subsistence,  mu- 
nitions of  war,  ambulances,  wagons,  horses,  ete., 
should  be  established  at  certam  points,  not  too 
far  from  Atlanta,  for  rapid  concentration  at  the 
proper  time.  Meantime,  whateoever  troops  that 
could  safely  be  withdrawn  from  the  departmente 
already  indicated,  should  be  quickly,  quietly 
concentrated  at  suitable  central. points,  thence 
to  be  thrown  fomard  with  all  possible  despateh 
to  Dalton,  with  all  the  means  of  transportation 
available,  of  all  sorts.  At  the  same  time,  the 
ofiRcer  appointed  to  command  this  large  army 
should  make  all  his  preparations  for  such  a 
trust,  and  the  sudden  accumulation  of  troops  of 
all  arms,  so  that  he  may  be  able  to  mould  it  into 
a  homogeneous  mass  as  early  as  practicable,  and 
to  inaugurate  offensive  operations  without  loss 
of  one  moment  of  time  ttiat  may  be  obviated; 
and  further,  he  must  be  invested  with  an  unre' 
stricted,  unembarrassed  selection  of  staff  officers, 
and  thoroughly  emancipated  from  the  least  subor- 
dination to  the  views  and  control  of  the  heads 
of  bureaus  at  Richmond — a  reproduction,  in  this 
war,  of  that  fatal  Austrian  system,  with  which 
no  eminently  successful  commander  ever  had  to 
contend— «  pernicious  plan  of  administration 
which  will  clog  and  hamper  the  highest  military 
genius,  whether  of  a  Napoleon  or  CaBsar. 

I  believe  the  success  of  the  plan  of  campaigpi 
thus  sketehed,  and  the  utter  defeat  of  the  enemy, 
would  be  almost  certain. 

The  question  would  next  be,  whether  to  pur- 
sue the  routed  enemy  with  vigor  to  the  banks 
of  th^  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  or  to  return  to  the 
several  sources,  whence  the  army  was  gathered, 
their  respective  detachmente  or  quotas  for  the 
campaign.    This  should  be  left,  however,  to  bo 
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detenniDed  by  the  nature  of  the  enemy's  opera- 
tions at  the  time. 

I  must  finally  remark  that,  were  it  possible  to 
concentrate,  with  sufficient  expedition,  at  or 
about  KnoxviUe,  such  au  army  as  I  baye  indi- 
cated, that  wonld  be  the  better  point  whence  to 
take  the  offensiye  into  Middle  Tennessee  than 
Dalton — ^that  is,  according  the  principles  of  the 
art,  would  promise  more  decisive  results ;  for 
it  is  evident  we  should  thus  threaten  the  ene- 
my's communications  without  exposing  our  own. 
(Principle  II.,  Ar^  of  War),  "jLe  secret  de  la 
ouerre  est  dans  k  secret  des  communications,** — 
Kapoleon.  By  a  movement  from  Elnoxville,  we 
should  be  doing  what  is  taught  in  connection 
with  the  Third  Maxim  (Art  of  War),  to  wit : 
**  That  part  of  ike  base  of  operations  is  the  most 
advantageous  to  break  out  from  into  the  theatre 
of  vior  tohich  conducts  the  most  direcUy  on  the 
enemy's  flank  or  rear,**  There  may  be,  how 
ever,  such  practical  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the 
execution  of  such  a  movement  on  that  line  as 
may  not  make  it  advisable  to  adopt  it.  **  The 
whole  science  of  war,"  it  has  been  well  said, 
**  may  be  briefly  defined  as  the  art  of  placing,  in 
the  right  position,  at  the  right  time,  a  mass  of 
troops  greater  than  your  enemy  can  there  op- 
pose to  you."  These  conditions,  I  sincerely  be- 
lieve, may  be  filled  by  very  much  such  a  pkn  as 
the  one  which  I  have  hurriedly  placed  before 
you.  Of  course  my  views  must  be  subject  to 
such  modification  as  my  want  of  precise  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  number  ana  location  of 
our  troops  may  render  necessary. 

The  hour  is  critical  and  grave— 

**  The  en«ray  increasotb  erery  d*j, 
We,  u  the  height,  are  reftdy  to  deeiiae.'' 

*  » 

I  am  filled  with  intense  anxiety  lest  golden 
opportunities  shall  be  lost — lost  forever.  In  no 
tneatre  of  human  actions  is  it  so  true  as  in 
war — 

**  There  to  a  tide  In  the  aflkira  of  men, 
Which,  taken  at  the  flood,  leads  on  to  fhrtone 
Omitted,  all  the  voyage  of  their  life 
Is  boimd  in  shaUows  and  in  miseries, 
a  a  ^  e  e  e 

And  we  most  take  the  current  whec*  It  serves, 
Or  lose  oar  ventores." 

It  is  concentration  and  immediate  mobility 
that  are  indispensable  to  save  us. 
Yours,  sincerely, 

G.  T.  BXAUBiaADD. 

Official:        A.  Terbt, 

A.  A.  General. 
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BATTLES  OF  OOBINTH  AND  HATCHIE 

BBIDGE.* 

BEPORT  OF  HAJOR^ENXRAL  VAN  DORN.e 

HBADQumtm  Akmt  or  Wist  TKsnnmi, ) 
HoLLT  Snmras,  Mas.,  OoU  90, 1862.    / 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  battle  of  Corinth : 
Having  established  batteries  at  Port  Hmdson, 

•  Bee  RehelUoii  Reoord,  toL  6,  page  488--Doenmenta. 


secured  the  mouth  of  Bed  Biver  and  the  navi* 
gation  of  the  Mississippi  River  to  Yicksbuiig,  I 
turned  my  especial  attention  to  affitirs  in  the 
northern  portion  of  my  district 

On  the  thirtieth  day  of  August  I  received  a 
despatch  from  General  Bragg,  informing  me 
that  he  was  about  to  march  into  Kentudcy,  and 
would  leave  to  General  Price  and  myself  the 
enemy  in  West  Tennessee,  On  the  fourth  day 
of  September  I  received  a  commxuication  from 
General  Price,  in  which  was  enclosed  a  copy  of 
the  despatch  from  General  Bragg  above  named* 
making  an  offer  to  co-operate  with  me.  At  this 
time  General  Breckinridge  was  opeiatiDg  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  between  Baton  Rouge  and 
Fort  Hudson,  with  all  the  available  force  I  had 
for  the  field ;  therefore  I  could  not  accept  Gen*-^ 
etdl  Price's  proposition.  Upon  the  return,  how* 
ever,  of  General  Breckinridge,  I  immediately 
addressed  General  Price,  ^ving  my  views  in 
full  in  regard  to  the  campaign  in  West  Tennes- 
see, and  stating  Hiat  I  was  then  ready  to  ioia 
him  with  all  my  troops.  In  ihe  meantime  orders 
were  received  by  him,  from  General  Brag^,  to 
follow  Rosecrans  across  the  Tennessee  lUver 
into  Middle  Tennessee,  whither  it  was  then  sup* 
posed  he  had  eoue.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this 
intelligence  I  felt  at  once  that  all  my  hopes  of 
accomplishing  anything  in  West  Tennessee,  with 
my  small  force,  were  marred.  I  nevertheless 
moved  up  to  Davis*  MiU^  a  few  miles  from  Grand 
Junction,  Tennessee,  witli  the  intention  of  de- 
fending my  district  to  ^e  best  of  my  ability, 
and  to  make  a  demonstation  in  favor  of  General 
Price ;  to  which  latter  end,  also,  I  marched  my 
whole  command,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, to  within  seven  miles  of  Bolivar,  driv- 
ing three  brigades  of  the  enemy  back  to  that 
§Ukce,and  forcing  the  return  from  Corinth  of  one 
ivision  (Ross's)  which  had  been  sent  thei«  to 
strengthen  Grant's  army. 

General  Price,  in  obedience  to  his  orders, 
marched  in  the  direction  of  luka,  to  cross  the 
Tennessee,  but  was  not  Ions  in  discovering  that 
Rosecrans  had  not  crossea  that  stream.  This 
officer,  in  connection  with  Grant,  attacked  him 
on  the  nineteenth  dav  of  September,  and  com- 
pelled him  to  fall  back  towards  Baldwin,  on  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad.  On  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  the  same  month  I  received  a  despatch* 
by  courier,  from  General  Price,  stating  that  he 
was  at  Bddwin,  and  was  then  ready  to  join  me 
with  his  lorces  in  an  attack  on  Corinth,  aa  had 
been  previous^  suggested  by  me.  We  met  at 
Ripley,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  September,  ao> 
cording  to  agreement,  and  marched  the  next 
mornine  towards  Pocahontas,  ^iiiich  place  we 
reached  on  the  first  of  October.  From  ail  the 
information  I  could  obtain,  the  foUowix^  was 
the  '*  situation"  of  the  Federal  army  at  that 
time:  Sherman  at  Memphis,  with  about  six 
thousand  men ;  Hurlbert,  afterwards  Ord,  at  Bi^l- 
ivar,  with  about  eight  thousand ;  Grant  (head- 
quarters at  Jackson),  with  about  tfa^ee  thouBand ; 
Rosecrans  at  Corinth,  with  about  fifteen  thou- 
sand ;  together  with  the  following  outpoets, ' 
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Rienzi,  twenty-five  hundred ;  Bornville,  Jacinto, 
and  Inka,  about  six  thousand.  At  important 
bridges,  and  on  garriBou  duty,  about  two  or 
three  thousand,  makine  in  the  aggregate  about 
forty-two  thousand  (42,000)  men  ir  West  Ten- 
nessee. Memphis,  Jackson,  Bolivar,  and  Corinth 
were  fortified,  the  works  mounting  siege  guns, 
the  outposts  slightJy  fortified,  having  field-pieces. 
Memphis,  Bolivar,  and  Corinth  are  in  the  arc  of 
a  circle,  the  chord  of  which,  from  Memphis  to 
Corinth,  piakes  an  angle  with  due  east  line  about 
fifteen  degrees  south.  Bolivar  is  about  equi- 
distant from  Memphis  and  Corinth,  somewhat 
nearer  the  latter,  and  is  at  the  intersection  of 
^e  Hatchie  River  and  the  Mississippi  Central 
and  Ohio  Railroad.  Corinth  is  the  strongest,  but 
the  most  salient  point  Surveying  the  whole 
field  of  operations  before  me,  calmly  and  dis- 
pcMsionately,  the  conclusion  forced  itself  irre- 
sistibly upon  my  mind  that  the  takmg  of  Corindi 
was  a  condition  precedental  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  anything  in  West  Tennessee.  To  lake 
Memphis  would  be  to  destroy  an  immense  amount 
of  property,  without  any  adequate  militiuy  ad- 
vantage, even  admitting  that  it  coidd  be  held, 
without  heavy  guns,  against  the  enemy's  guns 
and  mortar  boats.  The  line  of  fortifications 
around  Boliver  is  intersected  by  the  Hatchie 
River,  rendering  it  impossible  to  take  the  place 
by  quick  assault,  and  reinforcements  could  be 
thrown  in  from^  Jackson  by  railroad,  and,  situ- 
ated as  it  is,  in  the  angle  of  the  three  fortified 
places,  an  advance  upon  it  would  expose  both 
my  flanks  and  rear  to  an  attack  from  the  forces 
at  Memphis  and  Corinth. 

It  was  clear,  to  my  mind,  that  if  a  successful 
attack  could  be  made  upon  Corinth  from  tiie 
west  and  north-west,  the  forces  there  driven 
back  on  the  Tennessee  and  cut  off,  Bolivar  and 
Jackson  would  easily  &U,  and  then,  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  exchange  prisoners  of  war,  West 
Tennessee  would  soon  be  in  our  j^ossession,  and 
communication  with  General  Bragg  effected 
through  Middle  Tennessee.  Tlie  attack  on  Cor- 
inth was  a  military  necessity,  requiring  prompt 
and  vigorous  action.  It  was  being  strengthened 
daily  under  that  astute  soldier,  GenerS  Rose- 
crans ;  convalescents  were  returning  to  fill  his 
ranks ;  new  levies  were  arriving  to  increase  his 
brigades,  and  fortifications  were  being  cour 
structed  at  new  points,  and  it  was  very  evident 
that  unless  a  sudden  and  vigorous  blow  could  be 
struck  there  at  once,  no  hope  coidd  be  entertained 
of  driving  the  enemy  from  a  base  of  operations 
BO  convenient ;  that  in  the  event  of  misfortune 
to  Bragg,  in  Kentucky,  the  whole  vaUey  of  the 
Mississippi  would  be  lost  to  us  before  winter. 
To  have  waited  for  the  arrival,  arming,  cloth- 
ing, and  organisation  of  the  excnanged  prison- 
ers would  nave  been  to  wait  for  the  enemy  to 
strengthen  themselves  more  than  we  could  pos- 
sibly do.  With  these  reflections,  and  after  ma- 
ture deliberation,  I  determined  to  attempt  Cor- 
inth. I  had  a  reasonable  hope  of  success. 
Field  returns  at  Ripley  showed  my  strength  to 
be  about  twentyJtwo  thousand  men.    Rosecrans 


at  Corinth  h|ui  about  fifteen  thousand,  with 
about  eight  thousand  additional  men  at  out- 
posts, from  twelve  to  fifteen  miles  distant  I 
might  surprise  him  and  carry  the  place  before 
these  troops  could  be*  brought  in.  I  therefore 
marched  towards  Pocahontas^  threatening  Boli- 
var, then  turned  suddenly  across  the  Hatchie 
and  Tuscumbia  and  attacked  Corinth  without 
hesitation,  and  did  surprise  that  place  before  the 
outpost  garrisons  were  called  in.  It  was  neces- 
sary that  this  blow  should  be  sudden  and  deci- 
sive, and  if  imsuccessful,  that  I  should  with- 
draw rapidly  from  the  position  between  the  two 
armies  of  6rd  and  Rosecrans.  The  troops  were 
in  fine  spirits,  and  the  whole  Army  of  West 
Tennessee  seemed  eager  to  emulate  the  armies 
of  the  Potomac  and  of  Kentucky.  No  army 
every  inarched  to  battle  with  prouder  steps, 
more  hopeful  countenances,  or  with  more  cour- 
age than  marched  the  Army  of  Tennessee  out 
of  Ripley,  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  September,  on  its  way  to  Corinth.  Fully 
alive  to  the  responsibility  of  my  position  as 
commander  of  the  army,  and  after  mature  and 
deliberate  reflection,  the  march  was  ordered. 
The  ground  was  well  known  to  jne,  and  re- 
quired no  study  to  determine  where  to  make 
the  attack.  The  bridge  over  the  Hatchie 
was  soon  reconstructed,  and  the  army  crossed 
at  four  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  second  of  Octo- 
ber. Adams*  brigade  of  cavabry  was  left  to 
gruard  this  approach  to  our  rear,  and  to  protect 
ue  train  which  was  parked  between  the  Hatchie 
and  Tuscumbia.  Colonel  Hawkins'  regiment  of 
infantry,  and  Captain  Dawson's  battery  of  artil- 
lery, were  also  left  in  the  Boneyard  road,  in  easy 
supportuig  distance  of  the  bridc'e.  The  army 
bivouack^  at  Chewalla,  after  me  drivine  in 
of  some  pickets  from  that  vicinity  by  Arm- 
strong's and  Jackson's  cavalry.  This  point  is 
about  ten  miles  from  Corinth. 

At  daybreak  on  the  third  the  march  was 
resumed,  the  precaution  having  teen  taken  to 
cut  the  railroad  between  Corinth  and  Jackson 
with  a  squadron  of  Armstrong's  cavalry.  Lovell's 
division  in  front  kept  the  road  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Memphis  aqd  Charleston  Railroad. 
Price,  after  marching  on  the  same  road  about 
five  miles,  turned  to  the  left,  crossing  the  rail- 
road, and  formed  line  of  battle  in  front  of  the 
outer  line  of  intrenchments,  and  about  three 
miles  from  Corinth.  Lovell  formed  line  of  battle, 
after  some  heavy  skirmishing  (having  to  con- 
struct a  passage  across  the  cby  bed  of  Indian 
Creek  for  his  artillery,  under  fire),  on  the  right 
and  in  front  of  the  same  line  of  intrenchments. 

The  following  was  the  first  order  of  battle ; 
The  three  brigades  of  Lovell's  division,  Yille- 
pigue's,  Boweirs,  and  Ru^t's  in  line,  with  reserve 
m  rear  of  each ;  Jackson's  cavalry  brigade  on  the 
right  in  echelon.  The  left  flank  of  the  division 
on  the  Charleston  Railroad.  Price's  corps  on  the 
left,  with  the  right  flank  resting  on  the  same 
roadf  Maury's  division  on  the  right,  with 
Moore's  and  Pbifer's  brip^e  in  line ;  Cabell's  in 
reserve.    Hebert's  division  on  the  left,  with 
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Gates  and  Martin's  brigade  in  line ;  Colbert's  in 
reserve.  Armstrong's  cavalry  brigade  on  the 
extreme  left,  somewnat  detached  ana  ont  of  view. 
Hebert's  left  was  maake^  behind  a  timbered 
bridge,  with  orders  not  to  bring  it  into  action 
nntil  the  last  moment  This  was  done  in  hopes 
of  indacing  the  enemy  to  weaken  his  right  bv 
reinforcing  his  oenbre  and  left;,  where  the  attack 
was  first  to  be  made,  that  his  right  might  be 
forced. 

At  ten  o'clock  all  skinnishers  were  driven 
into  the  intrenchments,  and  the  two  armies  were 
in  line  of  battle,  confronting  each  other  in  force. 
A  belt  of  fiallen  timber,  or  abatis,  abont  fonr  hun- 
dred yards  in  width,  extended  along  the  whole 
line  of  intrenchmento.  This  was  to  be  crossed. 
The  attacked  commenced  on  the  right  by  Lovell's 
division,  and  extended  gradually  to  the  left,  and 
by  half-past  ten  o'clock  the  whole  line  of  outer 
works  was  carried,  several  pieces  of  artillery 
being  taken.  The  enemy  made  several  ineffec- 
tual efforts  to  hold  their  ground,  forming  line  of 
battle  at  advantageous  points,  and  resisting  ob- 
stinately oiu:  advance  to  the  second  line  of 
detached  works.  I  had  been  in  hopes  that  one 
dav*s  operations  would  end  the  contest,  and  de- 
cide who  should  be  the  victors  on  this  bloody 
field ;  but  a  ten  miles'  march  over  a  parched 
country,  on  dusty  roads,  without  water,  getting 
into  line  of  battle  in  forests  with  undergrowth, 
and  the  more  than  usual  activity  and  determined 
courage  displayed  by  the  enemy,  commanded  by 
one  of  the  ablest  Generals  of  the  iJnited  States 
army,  who  threw  all  possible  obstacles  in  our 
way  that  an  active  mind  conld  suggest,  pro- 
longed the  battle  until  I  saw  with  regret  the  sun 
sink  behind  the  horizon  as  the  last  shot  of  our 
sharpshooters  followed  the  retreating  foe  into 
their  innermost  lines.  One  hour  more  of  day- 
light, and  victory  would  have  soothed  our  grief 
for  the  loss  of  the  gallant  dead  who  sleep  on  that 
lost  but  not  dishonored  field.  The  army  slept 
on  their  arms  within  six  htmdred  yards  of 
Corinth,  victorious  so  far. 

During  the  night  three  batteries  were  ordered 
to  take  position  on  the  ridge  overlooking  the 
town  from  the  west,  jast  where  the  hi]&  dip 
into  tiie  flat  extending  into  the  railroad  depot, 
with  instructions  to  open  on  the  town  at  four 
o'clock  A.  M.  Hebert  on  the  left  was  ordered 
to  mass  part  of  his  division  on  his  left ;  to  put 
Cabell's  brigade  in  echelon  on  the  left  also 

S Cabell's  brigade  being  detached  from  Murray's 
iivision  for  this  purpose) ;  to  move  Armstrong's 
cavalry  brigade  across  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
railroad,  and,  if  possible,  to  get  some  of  his 
artillery  in  position  across  the  road.  In  this 
order  of  battle  he  was  directed  to  attack  at  day- 
break with  his  whole-  force,  swinging  his  left 
flank  in  towards  Corinth,  and  advance  down  the 
Purdy  ridge.  Lovell  on  the  extreme  right  with 
two  of  his  brigades  in  line  of  battle,  and  one  in 
reserve,  with  Jackson's  cavalry  on  the  extreme 
right  on  College  Hill,  his  left  flank  resting  on 
the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad,  was  order- 
ed to  await  in  this  order,  or  to  feel  his  way 


along  slowly  with  his  sharpshooters  until  He> 
bert  was  heavily  engaged  with  the  enemy  on 
the  left.  He  was  then  to  move  rapidly  to  the 
assault,  and  force  his  right  inwards  across  tbe 
low  grounds  south-west  of  the  town.  The  cen- 
tre, under  Maury,  was  to  move  at  the  same  time 
ouickly  to  the  front,  and  directly  at  Corinth. 
Jackson  was  directed  to  burn  the  railroad  bridge 
over  the  Tnsoumbia,  during  the  night  DaTlight 
came,  and  there  was  no  attack  on  the  left  A 
staff  officer  was  sent  to  Hebert  to  inquire  the 
cause.    That  officer  conld  not  be  found. 

Another  messenger  was  sent,  and  a  third ;  and 
about  seven  o'clock  (General  Hebert  came  to  my 
headquarters  and  reported  sick.  General  Price 
then  put  Brigadier-General  Green  in  command 
of  the  left  wing  ;  and  it  was  eight  o'clock  before 
the  proper  dispositions  for-t£e  attack  at  this 
point  were  made.  In  the  mean  time  the  troops 
of  Maury's  left  became  engaged  with  the  enemy's 
sharpshoooters,'and  the  battle  was  brought  on, 
and  extended  along  the  whole  centre  and  left 
wing,  and  I  regretted  to  observe  that  my  whole 
plan  of  attack  was,  by  this  unfortimate  delay, 
disarranged.  One  brigade  after  another  went 
gallantly  into  the  action,  and  pushing  forward 
though  direct  and  cross-fire,  over  every  obsta- 
cle, reached  Corinth,  and  planted  their  colors  on 
the  last  stronghold  of  the  enemy.  A  hand  to 
hand  contest  was  being  enacted  in  the  very 
yard  of  General  Rosecrans'  headquarters,  and  in 
the  streets  of  the  town.  The  heavy  guns  were 
silenced,  and  all  seemed  about  to  be  ended 
when  a  heavy  fire  from  fresh  troops  fit>m  luka, 
BumsviUe,  and  Rienzi,  that  had  succeeded  in 
reaching  Corinth  in  time,  poured  into  oar 
thinned  ranks.  Exhausted  from  loss  of  sleep, 
wearied  from  hard  marching  and  fighting,  com- 
panies in  regiments  without  officers,  our  troops 
(let  no  one  censure  them)  gave  way.  The  day 
was  lost  I  Lovell's  division  was  at  tiiis  time  ad- 
vancing pursuant  to  orders,  and  was  on  the 
point  of  assaulting  the  works  when  he  received 
my  orders  to  throw  one  of  his  brigades  (Ville- 

Eigue's)  rapidly  to  the  centre  to  cover  the 
roken  ranks  thrown  back  from  Corinth,  and 
to  prevent  a  sortie.  He  then  moved  his  whole 
division  to  the  left  and  was  soon  afterwards 
ordered  to  move  slowly  back,  and  take  position 
on  Indian  Creek,  and  prevent  the  enemy  from 
turn  ing  our  fiiank.  The  centre  and  left  were  with- 
drawn on  the  same  road  on  which  they  ap- 
proached, and  being  somewhat  in  confusion  on 
account  of  loss  of  officers,  fatigue,  thirst,  want 
of  sleep,  thinned  ranks,  and  the  nature  of  tiie 
ground,  Villepigue's  brigade  was  brought  in  op- 

Eortunely  and  covered  the  road  to  Chewalla. 
lOvell  came  in  the  rear  of  the  whole  army,  and 
all  bivouacked  again  at  ChewaHa.  Ko  enemy 
disturbed  the  sleep  of  the  weary  troops.  Dur- 
ing the  night  I  had  a  bridge  constructed  over 
the  Tuscumbia,  and  sent  Annstrone's  and  Jack- 
son's cavalry,  with  a  battery  of  artillery,  to  seize 
and  hold  Rienzi  until  the  army  came  up,  intend- 
ing to  march  to  and  hold  that  point,  but  ttfter 
consultation  with  Greneral  FHce,  who  lepre- 
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Bented  his  troops  to  be  somewhat  disorganized, 
it  was  deemed  adyisable  to  return  by  me  same 
road  we  came,  and  fall  baok  towards  Ripley  and 
Oxford.  Anticipating  that  the  Bolivar  force 
would  move  out,  and  dispute  my  passage  across 
the  B^tchie  bridge,  I  pushed  rapidly  on  to  that 
point,  in  hopes  of  reaching  and  securing  the 
Dridge  before  their  arrival ;  but  I  soon  learned, 
by  couriers  from  Colonel  Wirt  Adams,  that  I 
wonld  be  too  late.  I  nevertheless  pushed  on 
with  the  intention  of  engaging  the  enemy  until 
I  could  get  my  train  and  reserve  artillery  un- 
parked  and  on  the  Boneyard  road  to  the  cross- 
ing at  Oumb's  Mills  (this  road  branches  off 
south  from  the  State-line  road,  about  two  and  a 
half  miles  west  of  the  Tuscumbia  bridge,  run- 
*ning  south  or  up  the  Hatchie).  No  contest  of 
long  duration  could  be  made  here,  as  it  was 
evident  that  the  army  of  Corinth  would  soon 
make  its  appearance  on  our  right  flank  and  rear. 
The  trains  and  reserve  artillery  were«  therefore 
immediately  ordered  on  the  Boneyard  road, 
and  orders  were  sent  to  Armstrong  and  Jack- 
son to  change  their  direction,  and  cover  the  front 
and  flank  of  the  trains  until  they  crossed  the 
Hatchie,  and  then  to  cover  them  in  front  until 
they  were  on  the  Ripley  road.  The  enemy 
were  then  engaged  beyond  the  Hatchie  bridge 
by  small  fragments  of  Maury's  division  as  they 
could  be  hastened  up,  and  were  kept  in  check 
sufficiently  long  to  get  everything  oS,  Creneral 
Ord  commanded  the  forces  of  the  enemy,  and  { 
succeeded  in  getting  into  position  before  any 
number  of  our  travel-worn  troops  could  be  got 
into  line  of  battie.  It  is  not  surprising,  there- 
fore, that  they  were  driven  back  across  the 
bridge,  but  thev  maintained  their  position  on 
the  hills  overlooking  it,  under  their  gallant  leader. 
General  Price,  until  orders  were  sent  to  fall 
back  and  take  up  their  line  of  march  on  the 
Boneyard  road,  in  rear  of  the  whole  train.  At 
ODO  time,  fearing  that  the  enemy,  superior  in 
numbers  to. the  whole  force  I  had  in  advance  of 
the  train,  would  drive  us  back,  I  ordered  Gen- 
oral  LoveU  to  leave  one  brigade  to  guard  the 
reserve  to  Tuscumbia  bridge,  and  to  push  for- 
ivard  with  the  other  two  to  the  front  This 
order  was  quickly  executed,  and  very  soon  the 
splendid  brigades  of  Rust  and  Yillepigue  made 
tbeir  appearance  close  at  hand. 

The  army  corps  of  General  Price  was  with- 
drawn, and  Yillepigue  filed  in  and  took  position 
as  rear  guard  to  the  army  against  Ord's  forces. 
RuBt  was  ordered  forward  to  report  to  General 
Price,  who  was  directed  to  cross  the  Hatchie  at 
Crumb's  mills,  and  take  position  to  cover  the 
crossina  of  the  teams  and  artillery.  Bowen  was 
left  at  Tuscumbia  Bridge,  as  a  rear  guard  against 
tlie  advance  of  Rosecrans  from  Corinth,  with 
orders  to  defend  that  bridge  until  the  trains 
-were  uiiparked  and  on  the  road.  Then  to  cross 
-the  bridge  and  bum  it,  and  to  join  Yillepi^e 
at  the  junction  of  the  roads,  in  the  execution 
of  this  order^and  whilst  in  position  near  the 
'bridge,  the  head  of  the  Corinth  army  made  its 
appearance  and  engaged  him,  but  was  repulsed 


with  heavy  loss,  and  in  a  manner  that  reflected 
great  credit  on  General  Bowen  and  his  brigade. 
The  army  was  not  again  molested  on  its  retreat 
to  Ripley,  nor  on  its  march  to  this  place.  The 
following  was  found  to  be  our  loss  in  the 
severest  conflicts  with  the  enemy,  and  on  the 
march  to  and  from  Corinth,  viz.:  killed,  594; 
wounded,  2,162 ;  prisoners  and  missing,  2,102. 
One  piece  of  artillery  was  driven  in  the  night 
by  a  mistake  into  the  enemy's  Unes  and  cap- 
tured. Four  pieces  were  taken  at  the  Hatchie 
bridge,  the  horses  being  shot  Nine  wagons 
were  upset  and  abandoned  by  teamsters  on  the 
nighf  s  march  to  Crumb's  miUs.  Some  baggage 
was  thrown  out  of  the  wagons,  not  amounting 
to  any  serious  loss. 

Two  pieces  of  artillery  were  captured  from 
the  enemy  at  Corinth  by  General  Lovell's  divis- 
ion, one  of  which  was  brought  off".  Five 
pieces  were  also  taken  by  General  Price's  corps, 
two  of  which  were  brought  off.  Thus  making 
a  loss  to  us  of  only  two  pieces.  The  enemy's 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  by  their  own 
accounts,  was  over  three  thousand.  We  took 
over  three  hundred  prisoners.  Most  of  the 
prisoners  taken  from  us  were  the  stragglers 
from  the  army  on  the  retreat 

The  retreat  from  Corinth  was  not  a  rout,  as  it 
has  be^n  industriously  represented  by  the  ene- 
my, and  by  the  cowardly  deserters  from  the 
army.  The  division  of  General  LoveU  formed 
line  of  battie,  facing  the  rear,  on  several  occa- 
sions, when  it  was  reported  the  enemy  was 
near ;  but  not agun  was  fired  after  the  army  re- 
tired from  the  ^tdiie  and  Tuscumbia  briages. 
Kor  did  the  enemy  follow,  except  at  a  respect- 
ful distance.  Although  many  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  distinguished  themselyes  in  the  batr 
tie  of  Corintii,  and  in  tiie  afbir  of  Hatchie 
bridge,  came  under  my  perefonal  observations, 
I  wul  not  mention  them,  to  the  exclusion  of 
others,  who  may  have  been  equally  deserving, 
but  who  did  not  fall  under  my  own  eye.  I 
have  deemed  it  best  to  call  on  the  different  com- 
manders to  furnish  me  a  special  report,  and  a 
list  of  the  names  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
tiieir  respective  commands  who  deserve  special 
mention.  These  lists  and  special  reports  I  will 
take  pleasure  in  forwarding,  together  with  one 
of  my  own,  when  completed ;  and  I  respectfully 
request  that  they  may  be  appended  as  part  of 
my  report  I  cannot  refrain,  however,  from 
mentioning  here  the  conspicuous  gallantry  of  a 
noble  Texian,  whose  deeds  at  Corinth  are  the 
constant  theme  of  both  friends  and  foes.  As 
long  as  courage,  manliness,  fortitude,  patriotism, 
and  honor  exist,  the  name  of  Rogers  will  be 
revered  and  honored  among  men.  He  fell  in 
the  front  of  the  battie  and  died  beneath  the 
colors  of  his  regiment,  in  the  very  centre  of  the 
enemy's  stronghold.  He  sleeps,  and  glory  is 
his  sentence. 

The  attempt  at  Corinth  has  failed,  and  in  con- 
sequence I  am  condemned,  and  have  been  super- 
ceded in  my  command.  In  my  zeal  for  my 
country,  I  may  have  ventured  too  far  with  ixk* 
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adequate  means,  and  I  bow  to  tiie  opinion  of 
the  people  whom  I  aerve.  Yet  I  feel  if  the 
spiritB  of  the  gallant  dead  who  now  lie  beneath 
the  batteries  of  Corinth,  aee  and  judge  the  mo- 
tives of  men,  the^  do  not  rebnke  me,  for  there 
is  no  sting  in  mv  consdence.  Nor  does  retro- 
spection aomonim  me  of  error  or  of  a  disregard 
c^  their  valued  lives. 

Very  respeotfoHv,  sir,  I  am, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

£ahl  Vav  Dobk, 

lli^r-Geiiar^L 
BEFOBT  or  KAJOR^ENnUL  PBICS. 


BMAoqpjMxraa  Aaxt  or  ibb  Wm,       1 
Hour  SruiiaB,  October  20,  IMSL  / 

Majob  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  this  army, 
connected  with  the  several  engagements  at 
Corinth  and  Davis'  bridge,  of  the  third,  fourth, 
and  fifth  instants.^  Ebving  arranged  with  Major- 
General  Van  Dom  to  unite  mv  forces  with  his 
for  active  operations,  I  joined  him  at  Ripley  on 
the  twenty-seventh  ultmio.  My  force  at  this 
time  consisted  of  effective  infantry,  10,498; 
effective  cavahry,  2,437 ;  effective  artillery,  928 
men  and  forty-four  guns,  inclnding  two  twenty- 
four-pounder  howit^re  and  four  rifled  pieces  of 
three  and  fivO'eighths  calibre.  The  infantry 
was  divided  into  two  divisions,  commanded  by 
Brigadier-Generals  Maury  and  Hebert  Maury^s 
division  consisted  of  three  brigades,  command- 
ed by  Br^ulier-Creneral  Moore  and  Actine  Bri- 
jradier-Oenerals  CabeU  and  Fhifer.  Hebert's 
division  consisted  of  four  brigades,  commanded 
hj  Brigadier43eneral  Green  and  Colonels  Mar- 
tin, Gates,  and  Colbert  The  cavalry,  except 
such  companies  as  were  on  detached  service, 
was  under  command  of  Acting  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Armstrong.  ThQ  artillery  was  apportioned 
as  follows,  with  Maury's  division:  Hoxton's 
battery,  lieutenant  Tobin  commanding ;  Bled- 
soe's beittery;  McNally*s  battery.  Lieutenant 
Moore  commanding ;  Lucas'  battery,  and  Seng- 
stack's  batteiT  ;  Hozton's  and  Brown's  battery ; 
Bengstack's  batteries  were  held  as  reserves, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Burnett,  acting 
Chief  of  Artillery  of  the  division.  With  He- 
bert's  division  were  Wade's,  Lsndis',  Guibo's, 
Dawson's,  and  King's.  The  cavalrv  force,  under 
General  Armstrong,  reported  to  the  Major-Gen- 
eral  commanding  £e  oombined  foroes,  and  after- 
wards acted  under  orders  direct  from  him. 

On  the  momii^  of  the  thirtieth  ultimo  we 
took  up  the  line  of  march  in  the  direction  of 
Pocahontas,  which  plaoe  we  reached  on  the  first 
instant,  aoa  from  which  we  moved  upon  the 
enemy  at  Corinlb,  bivouacking  on  the  n^ht  of 
the  second  instant  at  a  point  nearly  opposite  to 
Chewalla — having  left  <Hie  regiment  <«  inlanlzy 
and  a  section  of  artillery  with  the  wagon  train 
as  a  guard.  At  four  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  ^ird  instant,  we  resumed  the  march ; 
my  command  moving  on  the  main  Pocahontas 
itfid  Corinth  road,  in  rear  of  Geoeial  Loveli's. 


At  a  point  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  ^le  ene- 
my's outer  line  of  fortifications,  my  command 
made  a  detomr  to  the  left,  with  instructions  to 
occupy  the  ground  between  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  and  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroads.  This 
done,  my  line,  Maury  occupving  the  right  and 
Hebert  the  left,  with  Cabell's  and  Colbert  s  bri- 
gades in  reserve,  fronted  the  enemy's  works  in 
a  south-easterly  direction,  the  right  restingupon 
the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad.  While 
these  dispositions  were  making  G^ieral  LoveU 
engaged  the  enemy  ui>on  our  right;  all  being 
now  ready  for  the  attack,  my  lina  was  oixlerea 
forward  at  about  ten  o'clock  a.  m.  Almost  si- 
multaneousfly  with  the  movement  the  opposed 
armies  became  engaged  in  a  desperate  conflict 
along  the  whole  extent  of  my  line.  My  oommaod 
had  scarcely  cleared  the  position  of  its  first 
formation,  when  entering  an  abatis  of  more  than 
three  hundred  jrards  it  became  unmasked  before 
a  positioa  naturally  exceedingly  formidable,  and 
rendered  trebly  so  by  the  extent  of  felled  timber 
though  which  it  must  be  approached ;  and  the 
most  improved  and  sci6ntifi<»Ily  constructed  in- 
trenchment,  bristling  with  artillery  of  large  cali- 
bre, and  supported  by  heavy  lines  of  in&ntry. 
My  troops  charged  the  enemy's  position  wiUi 
the  most  determmed  courage,  exposed  to  a  mur- 
derous fire  of  musketry  and  artillery.  Without 
faltering  they  pressed  forward  over  every  ob- 
stacle, and  wim  shouts  and  cheers  carried,  in 
less  than  twenty  minutes,  the  entire  line  of 
works ;  tiie  enemy  naving  fled,  leaving  in  our 
hands  many  prisoners  ana  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery—nme  a  four  inch  Parrott  gun,  the  other  a 
twenly-four-pounder  howitzer.  Our  loss  in  this 
attack  was  comparatively  smaU.  This  is  attrib- 
utable to  the  impetuosity  with  which  the  charge 
was  made  and  the  works  carried.  It  becomes 
my  painful  duty,  in  this  connection,  to  revert  to 
the  distinguished  services  of  two  gallant  officers 
who  fell  m  this  engagement :  Colonel  John  D. 
Martin,  commanding  a  Brigade  of  Mississip- 
plans,  and  Lieutenant  Samuel  Farrington,  of 
Wade's  battery.  Colonel  Martin  fell  mortally 
wounded  while  leading  the  charge  against  an 
angle  in  the  enemy's  works,  exposed  to  the  fire 
of  enfilading  batteries.  The  gallant  bearing  of 
this  Officer  upon  more  than  one  Moody  field  sad 
won  for  him  a  plaoe  in  ihe  heart  of  every  Msi- 
sissippian  and  the  admiration  and  confidence  of 
his  superior  officers.  Lieutenant  Farringti>n  was 
struck  and  instantly  killed  by  a  shot  fr'om  a 
rifled  gun,  while  bringing  one  of  the  ^uns  oC 
his  battery  into  position.  This  gallant  soldier 
and  courteous  and  chivalrous  gentieinan,  forget- 
ful of  personal  interest  and  mindftd  of  the  oe- 
ceseaties  of  the  service  only,  resigned  a  lieuten- 
antColonelcy  in  the  service  of  nis  State  for  a 
Lieutenancy  in  the  Confederate  service,  and  gave 
up  his  life  a  glorious  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of 
his  countrv's  nonor,  in  the  seventii  of  the  battles 
in  which  ne  htfs  been  conspicuous  ior  cool,  de- 
termined, and  effective  bravery.  Though  yoong, 
his  country  mourns  no  more  valtaot  defender. 
his  oommand  no  abler  oommander,  blB  friend* 
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DO  worthier  recipient  of  fheir  affection.  The 
onter  works  being  in  onr  poseession  my  line 
moved  forward  in  pursnit  of  the  retreating  ene- 
my nntQ  within  about  one  mile  of  Corinth, 
where  tlie  enemy  was  enootmtered  in  position 
and  in  force.  Trie  necessary  disposition  being 
made,  my  whole  line  again  moved  forward  to 
the  attack  at  about  tiiree  o'clock  p.  m.  Here  the 
fighting  was  of  unparalleled  fierceness  alone  the 
whole  extent  of  my  line.  The  position  ot  ilie 
enemy  along  the  entire  length  of  his  lines  was 
covered  by  fencing,  heavy  timber,  or  under- 
brush ;  wlule  portions  of  my  troops  advanced 
through  open  fields  exposed  to  a  deadly  fire 
of  batteries,  operating  over  the  eneioy's  Ime  of 
iufSuitry.  Here,  as  in  the  assault  upon  the  outer 
works,  we  had  little  artiUerv  in  action,  it  being 
impossible  to  procure  such  positions  for  my 
batteries  as  would  enable  them  to  co-op«rate 
effectively  with  the'inJESantry.  After  continuous 
and  most  desperate  fighting  along  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  my  line,  of  nearly  two  hours'  duration, 
the  enemy,  notwithstandmg  his  lines  had  been 
trebled  by  reinforcements,  was  driven  from  his 
positions  and  forced  to  take  refuge  in  his  inner- 
most works  in  and  around  the  town. 

The  troops  of  my  command  having  nearly  ex- 
hausted their  ammunition  in  the  heavy  fighting 
through  the  day,  were  withheld  from  immediate 
pursuit,  and  the  delay  in  procuring  the  neces- 
sary supply  of  ammunition  forced  me  to  dose 
the  fight  for  the  day.  My  troops  were  with- 
drawn for  cover,  and  laid  on  then-  arms  during 
the  night,  in  the  position  from  which  the  enemy 
bad  been  driven.  About  four  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  fourth,  three  batteries  of  my 
command  were  placed  in  position  and  opened 
fire  upon  the  town,  under  the  immediate  ordws 
of  the  Major-General  commanding.  About  day- 
light orders  were  received  to  advance  my  whole 
line.  In  the  execution  of  this  order  a  delay  was 
occasioned  by  tiie  illness  of  Brieadier-Genenl 
Hebert,  commanding  a  division.  He  was  neces- 
sarily relieved  from  duty.  The  command  de- 
volved upon  Brigadier-Oeneral  Green,  who 
moved  forward  as  -soon  as  he  could  make  the 
necessary  disposition  of  his  troops.  It  was  after 
nine  o'clock  when  m^  line  became  generally  and 
furiously  engaged  with  the  enemy  in  hiif  inner- 
most and  most  formidable  works,  from  which  his 
infantry  andiurtiUery  could  jointly  operate  against 
my  troops.  Here,  as  in  the  previous  actions, 
my  artillery  could  not  be  CTOCtively  brought 
into  action,  and  but  few  of  the  guns  were  en- 
gaged. The  fighting,  by  my  command,  was  al- 
most entirely  confined  to  the  fhfantzy.  My  men 
pressed  forward  upon  the  enemy,  and  with 
heavy  loss  succeeded  in  getting  into  the  wovks, 
havinr  driven  him  from  thera,  capturing  more 
than  torty  pieces  of  artillery,  and  forcing  him  to 
take  refuge  in  the  houses  of  the  town,  and  in 
every  pk^  that  would  afford  protection  firom 
our  galling  fire.  He  was  foUbwed  and  driven 
from  house'  to  house  with  great  slaughter.  In 
the  town  were  batteries  in  mask,  supported  by 
heavy  reserves,  behind  which  the  retreating  en- 


emy todc  shelter,  and  which  opened  upon  our 
troops  a  most  destructive  fire  at  short  range. 
My  men  held  their  positions  most  gaUantly,  re- 
turning the  fire  of  the  enemy  with  great  s^t 
until  portions  of  them  exhausted  their  ammuni- 
tion and  were  compelled  to  retire.  This  ne- 
cessitated the  withdrawal  of  the  whole  line, 
which  was  done  under  a  withering  fire.  The 
attack  was  not  resumed,  and  we  feU  back  to  our 
supply  train,  the  men  being  almost  exhausted 
from  exertion  and  want  of  food  and  water. 
General  Villepigue's  brigade  moved  ovw  to  our 
assistance,  but  did  not  become  engaged,  as  the 
enemy  was  too  badly  out  up  to  follow  us.  We 
fell  back  in  order  to  obtain  water,  some  six  miles 
from  Corinth,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the 
night,  brin^^ng  off  all  our  artillery  and  arms 
save  one  rined  piece,  which  had  been  inadvert- 
ently driven  into  the  enemy's  line  while  going 
into  battery  before  daylight  in  the  morning,  and 
had  been  left  We  brought  off,  also,  thp  two 
guns  captured  at  the  outer  liae  of  fortifications 
on  the  mird.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  courage  of  my  troops  in  these 
engagements,  nor  can  I  discriminate  between 
officers  and  commands  where  all  behaved  so 
nobly.  This  is  the  less  necessary,  as  the  oper- 
ations of  my  command  were  tinder  the  immediate 
observation  of  the  Major-General  commanding. 
For  minute  details  of  the  actions,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  artUlenr,  of  the  third  and  fourth 
instEmts,  as  well  as  for  instances  of  personal  and 
distinguished  gallantry,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the 
Major%leneral  commanding  to  the  reports  of 
commanding  officers  herewith  enclosed.  On  the 
mominp^  of  the  fifth  instant  we  resumed  the 
march  m  the  direction  of  Pocahontas,  my  com- 
mand moving  by  division.  Maury's  in  ftont, 
each  in  rear  of  its  ordnance  and  supply  train, 
except  Moore's  brigade,  which  constituted  the 
advance  gpiard.  After  crossing  the  Tuscumbia, 
Moore's  brigade  was  hurried  forward  to  protect 
Davis'  bridge  across  the  Hatchie,  which  was 
threatened  bv  an  advance  of  the  enemy.  It  be- 
ing found  mat  the  enemy  was  in  force,  the 
remainder  of  Maury's  division  was  ordered  for- 
ward, and  finally  I  was  ordered  to  move  up  the 
whole  of  my  command.  Moore's  brigade,  with 
a  section  of  the  8t  Louis  battery,  and  Seng- 
stack's  battery,  were  thrown  across  the  Hatchie, 
but  the  enemy  having  possession  of  the  heights 
commanding  the  crossing,  as  well  as  the  position 
in  which  these  troops  were  placed,  and  it  bemg 
found  that  he  was  m  very  heavy  force,  it  ^as 
deemed  advisable  to  cross  the  Hatchie  by 
another  road,  and  these  hroops  were  withdrawn 
after  serious  loss  to  the  east  side  of  the  Hatchie, 
where,  being  joined  by  Gabeli's  and  Fhifer's  bri- 

Skdes,  and  assisted  by  the  batteries  of  MoNallv, 
ogg,  Landis,  and  Tobin,  they  effectually  check- 
ed the  advance  of  the  enemy.  Gkeen's  divisions, 
which  had  been  delayed  by  passing  the  wagon 
train  that  had  unparked  near  the  Tuscumbia, 
arriving  on  the  ground,  was  formed  in  Une  of 
battle,  hut  i3b»  enemy  nnloBg  no  fulher  effort  to 
advance,  the  whde  of  my  oonimaad  was  moved 
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off  by  anotiier  route,  Qeneral  Lovell'B  command 
being  in  our  rear. 

This  was  our  last  engagement  with  the  enemy. 
In  4hi8  last  engagement  we  lost  four  gans,  occa- 
sioned by  the  &iUing  of  horses.  Our  whole 
wagon  train  came  on  without  molestation  or 
loss,  except  of  a  few  wagons  that  were  broken 
down,  and  had  to  be  abandoned. 

The  history  of  the  war  contains  no  bloodier 
page,  perhaps,  than  that  which  will  record  this 
fiercely  contested  battle.  The  strongest  ex- 
pressions fall  sho]rt  of  my  admiration  of  the  gal- 
umt  conduct  of  the  :officers  and  men  under  my 
command.  Words  cannot  add  lustre  to  the 
fame  they  have  acquired  through  deeds  of  noble 
daring,  which,  living  through  future  time,  will 
le^ed  about  every  man,  officer  and  soldier,  who 
stood  to  his  arms  through  this  struggle,  a  halo 
of  glory  as  imperishable  as  it  is  brilfiant 

They  have  won  to  their  sisters  t^nd  daughters 
the  distinguished  honor,  set  before  them  by  a 
Qeneral  of  their  ]pye  and  admiration,  upon  the 
event  of  an  impending  battle  upon  the  same 
fields,  of  the  proud  exclamation,  "  My  brother, 
fattier,  was  at  the  great  battle  of  Corinth."  The 
bloodiest  record  of  this  battle  is  to  come.  The 
long  list  of  the  gallant  dead  upon  this  field  will 
carry  sorrow  to  the  hearthstone  of  many  a  noble 
champion  of  our  cause,  as  it  does  to  the  hearts 
of  those  who  are  to  avenge  them.  A  nation 
mourns  their  loss,  while  it  cherishes  the  story 
of  their  glorious  death,  pointing  out  to  their  as^ 
sociate  officers  in  this  nughtv  struggle  for  libertv 
the  pathway  to  victory  and  honor.  They  will 
live  ever  in  the  hearts  of  the  admiring  people  of 
the  government,  for  the  establishment  of  which 
they  have  given  their  lives.  Of  the  field  officers 
killed,  were  Colonel  Rogers,  Second  Texas  in- 
ijBintry,  who  fell  in  the  heart  of  the  town,  of  eleven 
wounds ;  Johnson,  of  Twentieth  Arkansas,  and 
Daly,  of  the  Eighteenth  Arkansas ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  Maupm,  First  Missouri  cavalry,  dis- 
mounted, and  Lei^h,  Forty-third  Mississippi; 
Majors  Vaughan,  Sixth  Missouri  infantry ;  Dou- 
deli,  Twenty-first  Arkansas,  and  McDonald, 
Fortieth  Mississippi.  Many  of  my  ablest  and 
most  gallant  field  officers  are  wounded,  several 
mortaUv.  Of  this  number  are  Colonels  Erwin, 
Sixth  Missouri  infantry;  Macfarland,  Fourth 
Missouri  infantry;  Pritchard,  Third  Missouri 
infantry;  Moore,  Forty-third  Mississippi,  and 
McLean,  Thirty-seventh  Mississippi ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  Pixler,  Sixteenth  Arkansas;  Hedge- 
speth,  Sixth  Missouri  infantry ;  Serrell,  Seventh 
Mississippi  battalion ;  Jjanier,  Forty-second  Ala- 
bama ;  Hobson,  Third  Arkansas  cavalry ;  Mat- 
thews, Twenty-first  Arkansas  ;  Campbell,  Fortieth 
Mississippi,  and  Boone ;  and  Majors  Senteney, 
Second  Missouri  infantry ;  Keim,  Thirty-eighth 
Mississippi;  Staton,  Thirty-seventh  ^abuna; 
Timmins,  Second  Texas;  Jones,  Twenty-first 
Arkansas ;  Russell,  Third  Louisiana,  and  Yates ; 
and  McQuiddy,  Third  Missouri  cavahy.  For 
other  casualties  in  officers  and  men,  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  to  lists  enclosed.  I  cannot  dose  this 
report  without  recognizing  the  eminent  services 


and  valuable  assistance  of  Brigadier-Generals 
Mauiy,  Hebert,  ^whose  services  I  regret  to  have 
lost  on  the  mormng  of  the  fourth,  by  reason  of 
his  illness),  and  Green,  commanding  divisions. 
I  bear  willing  testimony  to  the  admirable  cool- 
ness, undaunted  courage,  and  military  skill  of 
these  officers  in  disposing  their  respective  cook 
mands,  and  in  executing  their  orders.  Through 
them  1  transmit  to  Brigadier-Genend  Moore, 
and  actinff  Brigadier-Generals  Cabell,  Phifer, 
Grates,  ana  Colbert,  my  high  appreciation  of 
theif  efficient  services  on  the  field. 

Their  skill  in  manoeuvring  their  troops,  and 
promptness  and  gallantry  in  leading  them 
through  the  most  desperate  conflicts,  encit  my 
highest  admiration.  And  of  my  troops  as  a  body, 
I  can  say  no  juster  or  more  complimentary 
words  than  that  they  have  sustained  and  deep- 
ened and  widened  their  reputation  for  exalted 
patriotism  and  determined  yalor. 

To  my  personal  staff  I  return  mv  thanks  for 
their  promptness  in  the  ddivery  of  my  orders, 
and  their  gallant  bearing  on  the  field. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Steblino  Pbicb, 

Major  M.  M.  Kimmel, 

jbMlsUDt  A^laUnt-General,  Army  of  West  Ttaiiessea. 
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Mqjor  M.  M.  Kimmd,  Assistant  AcfjtOcaU-Otn- 
eral: 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  division 
in  the  recent  operations  sround  Corinth.  On  the 
second  instant  the  division  repaired  and  crossed 
the  Tuscumbia  bridge,  fifteen  miles  from  Corinth, 
and  moved  forwara,  the  cavalry  under  Arm- 
strong and  Jackson  in  advance.  We  moved  to 
Che  walla,  skirmishing  lightly  with  the  enemy 
several  hours,  and  occupied  the  camp  just  aban- 
doned, capturing  some  tents,  quartermaster's 
and  commissar)'  s  stores. .  On  the  third  we 
moved  forward,  Villepigue*s  brigade  in  advance, 
skirmishing  more  heavily  with  a  force  of  the 
enemy  composed  of  two  regiments  of  in&ntry, 
a  section  of  artillery,  and  some  cavalry,  until  we 
drove  them  across  Indian  Creek.  At  this  point 
artillery  fire  became  more  frequent  Here  we 
took  an  abandoned  twelve-poundw  howitzer. 
The  bridge  was  repaired,  under  fire,  and  I  crossed 
the  whole  division,  consisting  of  Rusfs  brigade 
on  the  right,  BoWen's  in  the  centre,  and  V  ille- 
pigue's  on  the  left  The  enemy  occupied  with 
his  artillery  a  high  hill  at  the  crossing  of  the 
State  line  road  with  the  Memphis  and  C^u-leeton 
Railroad,  with  rifle-pits  extending  north  and 
south,  affording,  with  the  hill,  a  strong  position 
for  about  three  thotisand  five  hundred  men .  The 
skirmishers  were  there  reinforced,  and  the  wh<ik 
line  ordered  to  the  assault,  with  reserve  behind 
each  brigade.  The  conflict  was  short  and  bloody. 
Our  troops,  emerging  from  the  dense   imder* 
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growth,  nuhed  upon  the  hill  «id  rifle-pits  with 
9ie  most  detemmed  gallantry,  routed  and  drove 
off  the  enemy,  causing  them  in  their  haaty  re- 
treat  to  abandon  a  twenty*pounder  F&rrott  gnn 
and  caisson,  with  the  limber  of  another  gnn.   In 
this  assault  the  following  regiments  are  named 
as  paiticttlarlv  distinguishing  themselyeB,  viz. : 
the  Ninth  Arkansas,  Colonel  Dunlop,  and  Third 
Kentucky,  Colonel  Thompson,  of  Rust's  brigade ; 
the  Twenty-second  Mismssippi,  Captain  Lester 
commanding;  Caruthers*  Mississippi  battalion, 
and  the  First  Missouri  regiment,  Colonel  lUley, 
of  Bowen's  brigade ;  and  the  Third  Mississippi, 
Colonel  Hurst,  of  ViUepigue's  brigade.    The  mil 
was  carried  mainly  by  the  Ninth  Arkansas  and 
Twenty-second  Mississippi,  each  yiein^  with  the 
other  m  the  dashine  gallantry  of  their  charge. 
The  enemy's  camps,  niuf  a  mile  beyond  the  po- 
sition, were  taken  and  held  by  the  first  Missouri 
regiment    Rust  and  Villepigue  were  thrown  in 
advance,  in  line  of  battle,  and  Bowen's  was 
posted  on  the  hill  uatil  we  should  hear  from 
Price's  command,  on  ouf  left.    On  our  right 
front  was  a  strong  redoubt  well  flanked  with 
infantry  and  with  an  abatis  of  felled  timber, 
half  a  mile  in  width,  extending  around  it  in  one 
direction,  but  wiHi  no  obstructions  to  the  north, 
in  the  direction  of  Price's  right    This  fact  I 
communicated  to  the  Major-General  command- 
ing, and  shortly  afterwards  the  work  was  at- 
tacked and  gallantly  carried,  from  its  right  rear. 
by  Moore's  brigade,  while  Bowen  was  ordered 
to  turn  its  left  with  his  brigade  from  our  side. 
Having  replenished  our  ammunition,  the  whole 
division  was  moved  forward  and  formed  in  line 
of  battle  on  the  bridge  south  of  the  rmlroad, 
Villepigue  and  Bowen  in  front  and  Rust  in  re^ 
serve.    I  received  orders  from  the  General  com- 
manding to  move  forward  cautiously,  feeling 
our  way  along  the  ridge  to  develop  the  position 
of  the  enemy. 

Before  advancing  far,  night  put  an  end  to  the 
operations  of  an  arduous  and  fatiguing,  but  glo- 
rious day. 

In  the  night  I  was  notified  by  the  command- 
ingf  General  that  early  in  the  morning  Price 
-nvoiild  open  with  a  lazj^  battery  of  artillery  and 
then  attack  in  force  with  his  left,  and  that  while 
thus  engaged  my  division  should  pass  forward 
and  attack  with  vigor  on  our  right    Accord- 
in^ly,  at  daylight,  the  division  was  moved  for- 
"waxd,  in  line,  along  the  ridge,  for  a  mile  and  a 
half,  with  some  very  heavy  finng  of  infantry  on 
Villepigne's  left,  and  artUleiy  on  Bowen's  right 
HiiBt,  hitherto  in  reserve,  moved  up  and  occu- 
pied the  centre,  the  line  advancing  until  within 
a  few  hundred  yards  (tf  two  strong  works  oi 
nine  guns  each,  protected  lyy  heavy  infantry 
forces.    While  reconnoitring   these  positiens, 
ivith  a  view  to  the  assault,  1  received  an  order 
from  the  commanding  General  to  detach  my 
strongest   brigade  to  the  support  of  Price's 
centre,  which-  was  being  overpowered  by  lifge 
reinforcements  of  the  e«emy.    This  order  was 
ol>e7ed,  and  I  was  about  to  move  the  remaining 
bri^Adee  to  the  left»  to  dose  the  gap  made  by 
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detaching  Villepigue,  when  the  further  order 
was  received  to  retire,  covering  the  retreat  of 
the  army.  The  division  was  withdrawn  from 
under  the  very  guns  of  the  works  without  tiie 
diflrhtest  confusion,  and  in  the  most  excellent 
order.  Villepigue  crossed  the  railroad,  and  with 
his  artillery,  under  Major  Watts,  put  an  effectnal 
check  upon  the  pursuit  by  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

Rust's  brig^e  was  put  in  position  on  the  hill 
carried  the  day  before,  until  everything  had 
been  withdrawn  across  Indian  Greek,  when  he 
followed,  bringing  up  the  rear  to  Chewalla, 
where  the  division  was  reunited.  The  march 
was  resumed  on  the  fifth,  this  command  acting 
as  the  rear  guard  to  the  army.  Before  reaching 
Tuscumbia  oridge  an  order  was  received  from 
the  G^eral  commanding  to  press  forward,  with 
two  brigades,  to  the  support  of  Price,  who  was 
checked  by  large  reinforcements  of  fresh  troops 
at  Hatchie  bridge.  Leaving  Bowen's  brigade 
as  a  rear  guard  on  the  Corinth  road,  Villepigue 
and  Rust  were  pushed  forward  rapidly.  The 
former,  arriving  first,  was  put  in  line  of  battle 
on  the  road  to  Hatchie  bridge,  to  hold  the  enem^ 
in  check  in  that  direction,  while  Rust  was  dt-' 
rected  to  proceed  with  Gfeneral  Price,  in  ad- 
vance, to  the  crossing  at  Crumb's  MiUs,  where  it 
was  decided  to  pass  the  army  over. 

Villepigue  held  the  enemy  back  with  skirmish- 
ers. Bowen,  however,  was  attacked  in  force, 
on  the  other  road,  but  repelled  the  attack,  with 
great  slaughter  to  the  enemy  and  but  little  loss 
to  his  own  command.  They  were  clear  from  the 
field  when  he  crossed  the  Tuscumbia  and  burned 
the  bridge,  idl  Hie  wagons  having  been  passed 
over  in  safety.  The  Fifteenth  Mississippi  dis- 
tinguished itself  particularly  on  this  occasion. 
From  the  Hatchie  to  Hickory  Flat  (forty  miles) 
this  division  continued  as  the  rear  guard  to  the 
army,  frequentiy  forming  line  of  battie  when  the 
enemy  was  reported  to  be  coming  too  near, 
cheeif  ully  toiling  along  through  heat  and  dust 
and  undergoing  long  marches, loss  of  sleep,  and 
want  of  food,  with  a  fjortitude  worthy  of  the 
most  unqualined  admiration.  Good  order,  dis- 
cipline, and  subordination  suffered  no  detriment 
under  this  severe  and  trying  ordeal. 

To  the  commanders  of  brigades,  Generals 
Rust,  Villepigue^  and  Bowen,  my  thanks  are  es- 
pecially due.  Displaying  their  well-known  and 
approved  gallantrv  on  tiie  field,  they  evinced 
sound  judgment,  discretion,  and  ability  in  han- 
dling meir  troops,  both  in  action  and  on.  the 
march,  achieving  signal  success  with  small  loss. 
The  admirable  con£tion  in  which  the  division 
returned  to  this  point  is  the  best  proof  of  their 
merits.  Surgeon  fiawes,  chief  medical  officer 
of  the  division,  performed  his  duties  quietiy, 
systematically,  and  with  the  utmost  efficiency. 
Our  wounded,  with  very  few  exceptions,  were 
brought  to  this  depot  My  thanks  are  due  to 
the  officers  of  my  staff",  lieutonant-Colonel  Ivy, 
Captain  Toutant,  and  Captain  Quitman,  for  their 
assistance  in  the  field,  and  in  the  conduct  of  the 
retreat  Being  few  in  number,  additional  labor 
devolved  upon  tiiem.    Their  duties  were  per- 
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formed  oheeifolly,  coolly,  and  with  a  deliberate 
gallantry  which  caused  me  to  repose  the  great- 
est confidence  in  them.  The  following  named 
commanders  of  regiments  are  mentioned  par- 
ticnlarly  by  their  brigade  commanders  for  their 
conrage  and  efficiency :  Captain  Ashford,  Thirty- 
fifth  ^bama ;  Colonel  Donlop,  Ninth  Arkansas ; 
Captain  Lester,  Twenty-second  Mississippi ;  Col- 
onel RUey,  First  Missouri ;  Colonel  Hurst,  Thir- 
ty-third Missouri ;  Colonel  Shelby,  Thirty-ninth 
Mississippi.  For  the  names  of  other  officers 
who  particularly  distinguished  themselves,  you 
are  respectfully  referred  to  the  reports  of  the 
brigade  commanders  herewith  transmitted.  Col- 
one!  Jackson,  commanding  cavalry  brigade,  acted 
under  my  orders  during  a  portion  of  the  time, 
always  aisplaying  a  coolness,  courage,  and  effi- 
ciency for  which  he  has  heretofore  been  iMnark- 
able.  The  loss  in  my  oommaad,  during  the 
operations,  was  eevenf)r-fleven  killed,  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-fiye  wounded,  and  about  two 
hundred  missing. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  LOVBLL. 
imor-Genwal,  oommondlng. 

B^ort  o/JERUedf  Wounded,  and  Missing  in  Firsi 
iHvisum  of  (he  Amuf  qf  West  Tennessee,  near 
Corinihy  Miss.,  on  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  Oo- 
tober,  1862. 


• 

a 

1 

Flnt  Brigade,  General  Rost 

Second     ♦•           «*       VlUeplgue. 
Third        «           **       Bowen.... 
Cavalry    '*      Colonel  Jaokson .... 
Battalion  oC  Zouaves,  Mivj.  Dnplere. 

25 
21 
M 

1 
2 

117 
76 
92 

* .  »• 
> .  ■  * 

83 
71 
40 

•  •  •  « 

14 

TotalB. .,,...... 

77 

285 

906 

BSOAPITUULTXON. 


Killed.... 
Wounded, 
Missing.. 


77 
285 
208 


Grand  total 570 

i  HouT  SvBoras,  Mitt.,  October  16, 1862. 

REPORT  OF  BRIQADUXMEMBRAL  RC8T. 

HiADQUAsnBS,  FtBR  Bhoadb,  FiRn  DiWRnr,') 
Disnwr  or  MBBiMtfw^  Hoixv  Spbdmb,     y 


October  18, 1862. 


CoLONSL ;  In  response  to  Mfi^]>Oeneral 
LoTell's  circular  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  brigade  nea)r  Corinth,  on  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  inst  Moving  from  the  Hatchie . 
on  Thursday,  the  second,  my  brigade  in  advance, 
when  within  eight  miles  of  Cormth  our  cavah-y 
came  up  with  the  enemy,  and  reported  his  pres- 


ence. In  obediflfnce  to  orders  I  immediately 
formed  my  brigade  in  Ime  of  battle,  and  threw 
forward  two  companies  of  the  Nin^  Arkansas 
as  skirmishers.  Advancing  rapidly,  encounter- 
ing no  opposition  except  a  few  straggling  shots 
which  were  not  responded  to,  we  came  <urectly 
upon  an  abandoned  camp  of  the  enemy,  in  which 
were  a  redoubt  or  two,  and  some  rifle^its. 
These  were  all  abandoned,  and  after  passing 
theia,  without  halting  an  instant,  some  half  mile 
or  more,  we  wove  oraered  to  bivouac  in  line  of 
battle.  At  four  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
third,  the  division  moved.  General  ViUepigue  in 
front,  towards  Corinth.  When  witmn  three 
miles  of  the  town.  General  Yillepigue's  skirmiflh- 
ers  encountered  those  of  the  enemy.  This  was 
on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line  adopted  by  the 
Gkneral  commanding  the  division.  This  being 
my  position,  I  immediately  formed  my  men  in 
front  of  the  supposed  position  of  the  enemy, 
relievinfl^  General  Yillepigue.  Major  Gibson 
was  oraered  to  deploy  Ms  (Fourth  Alabama) 
battalion  as  skirmishers,  which  order  waa 
promptly  executed.  The  Ninth  Arkansas,  Col- 
onel Dunlop,  was  on  my  left,  and  Third  Ken> 
tucky,  Colonel  Thompson,  on  my  right  The 
SevenUi  Kentucky,  under  Colonel  Crowlove,  was 
held  in  reserve. 

These  dispositions  bein^  made,  an  advance 
was  ordered.  Colonel  Thompson  on  the  extreme 
right,  with  a  considerable  interval  between  his 
regiment  and  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  was 
purposely  put  in  motion  a  short  time  before  the 
other  regiments  were  ordered  forward.  In  a 
very  short  time  the  skirmishers  of  the  opposing 
forces  engaged  each  othcnr.  The  engagement 
soon  became  general.  On  the  right  ute  firing 
between  Colonel  Thompson,  Third  Kentucky ,  and 
what  was  supposed  to  be  two  regiments  of  the 
enemy,  posted  on  the  south  side  of  the  M.  &  C 
R.  R.  was  extremely  animated.  While  follow- 
ing up  the  Ninth  Arkansas  and  Thirty-first  and 
Thirty-fifth  Alabama  resiments  in  the  direction 
whence  came  terrific  volleys  of  shell,  grape,  and 
canister,  I  sent  a  staff  officer  to  Colonel  Thomp- 
son to  know  if  he  could  continue  to  advance 
against  the  apparent  odds  opposed  to  him.  He 
was  pressing  steadily  forward,  but  was  appnv 
hensive  his  right  might  be  tuined.  I  instantly 
ordered  the  reserve  regiment.  Seventh  Ken- 
tucky, to  his  support  Officers  and  men  Beemcd 
impatient  for  the  order,  and  rushed  impetuously 
forward,  but  only  reached  the  scene  of  confiict 
to  witnew  the  flight  of  the  enemy  firom  it 
Meanwhile  the  left  wing  advanced  through  a 
heavy  fire  of  artiDery  and  musketry  towards 
the  enemy's  battery  and  the  in&ntry  ^t  (be^ 
hind  trenches)  supported  it  The  donae  forest 
tliieugh  whicn  we  passed,  while  it  lasted,  was 
a  partial  protection.  As  we  emerged  from  it 
with  an  unbroken  line,  in  full  view  of  the  enenay 
in  its  strong  position,  beyond  a  deep  cut  in  the 
railfoad,  not  more  than  sixty  yards  distant  in  a 
straight  line,  the  officen  and  men  were  subject- 
ed to  a  test  that  it  is  rarely  the  lot  of  soldiers  to 
undergo.     They  were  equal  to  the  oocasioik 
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in  a  very  short  time  it  was  annoxmced  by  tHe 
Major-General  commanding,  that  our  friends  on 
the  left  had  been  compelled  to  gire  way  and 
abandon  the  field,  and  I  was  ordered  to  fall  back 
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while  his  comrades  were  falling  thick  and  fast 
around  bim.  When  all  behaved  so  well,  the 
conmiandine  General  will  not  hazard  injustioo 
by  mentiomng  those  who  particularly  attracted 
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For  a  moment  it  appeared  that  the  entire  line 
would  be  swept  away.  The  gaps  that  the 
enemy's  artillery  ploughed  through  the  ranks 
were  closed  up  with  the  coolness  and  steadiness 
of  veterans  of  a  hundred  fields.  On  my  left.  Gap- 
tain  D.  H.  Norwood,  and  Lieutenants  Kenneoro w 
and  Moore  fell,  killed,  and  Lieutenants  Ken  and 
Baity,  of  the  Ninth  Arkansas  regiment,  wounded, 
while  on  my  right  Captain  Fulton  was  killed, 
and  Captain  Mitchell  and  Lieutenants  Hunter, 
Lawler,  and  Collice,  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Akibama 
regiment,  were  severely  wounded,  bravely  lead- 
ing, and  by  their  examole  inspiring  their  men 
with  their  own  unquauing  courage.  In  a  few 
seconds  I  here  lost  over  a  hundred  men  and 
officers.  To  have  halted  or  hesitated  would 
have  brought  certain  destruction  upon  my  com- 
mand. I  ordered  bayonets  fixed  and  a  charge 
made  upon  the  battery.  The  order  was  obeyed 
with  cneers  and  yells,  and  by  making  a  detour 
to  the  left,  to  avoid  the  deep  cut  in  the  railroad, 
^e  Ninth  Arkansas  was  soon  in  possession  of 
the  enemy*s  strong  position  (we  had  assaulted 
and  taken  one  fine  gun  which  the  enemy  was 
nnable  to  get  ofif),  closely  followed  by  the  Thirty- 
fifth  Alabama,  under  Colonel  Crump.  After  ad- 
vancins  some  three  hundred  yards  down  the 
railroad.  I  halted  and  formed  my  men  and 
marched  again  to  the  south  side  of  the  railroad, 
and  remained  in  position  until  a  fort  and  large 
camp  in  front  of  us  was  evacuated,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  most  determined  attack  by  a  por- 
tion of  General  Price's  command,  on  their  rear. 
Late  in  the  evening  I  was  ordered  forward,  and 
bivouacked  in  line  of  battle  in  the  midst  of  1Aie 
forts  and  camps  of  &e  enemy,  and  inside  of  an 
abattis  which  extended  entirely  around  their  ex- 
terior line  of  defence. 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  fourth,  the 
whole  division  advanced  in  fine  of  battle  to- 
wards the  fortifications  of  the  enemy  on  College 
Hill;  General  Villepigue  on  the  left,  Genend 
Bowen  on  the  ri^ht,  in  front,  and  my  own  bri- 
gade following  close  in  the  rear,  as  a  reserve,  to 
support  either  or  both  as  occasion  might  require. 
When  within  two  or  three  hundred  yards  of 
several  forts  behind  which  long  lines  of'^infantry 
behind  formidable  looking  breastworks,  witli 
abattis  again  in  front,  were  plainly  visible.  The 
enemy  opened  a  most  rapid  fire  from  their  artil- 
lery, which  my  entire  command  sustained  with 
the  most  gratuying  steadiness,  not  an  officer  or 
man  leaving  his  position  or  exhibiting,  so  far  as 
I  could  perceive,  the  least  diteomposure.  About 
nine  ana  a  half  o'dock  I  moved  my  brigade  to 
the  front  and  left  of  the  advance  line  occupied 
by  General  Bowen,  who  was  ordered  far  to  the 
ri^ht,  and  General  VlBepigue  was  withdrawn  to 
reinforce  a  portion  of  General  Price's  line,  which, 
after  tiie  most  stabbom  and  heroic  resistance  to 
greatly  superior  numbers,  of  what  was  after- 
wards known  to  be  fresh  troops,  was  wavering. 
La  a  very  short  time  it  was  annoxmoed  by  the 
Major-General  commanding,  that  our  friends  on 
the  left  had  been  compelled  to  give  way  and 
abandon  the  field,  and  I  was  ordered  to  fall  back 


to  the  position  first  taken  from  the  enemy,  near 
where  the  road  from  Chewalla  to  Corinth  crosses 
the  railroad,  and  there  form  line  of  battle  in  the 
most  advantageous  position  to  cover  the  retreat 
of  our  army.  In  perfect  order,  but  as  quickly 
as  possible,  I  selected  a  line  of  great  strength, 
witn  skirmishers  displayed  on  a  line  a  mile  in 
extent  and  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  advance 
of  my  main  line,  from  which  I  could  repel  an 
advance  of  the  enemy  upon  the  two  roads,  and 
the  railroad  leading  to  Corinth,  and  awaited  the 
withdrawal  of  our  forces.  Remsdning  exactly 
forty  minutes  after  Colonel  Itiley  passed,  I  moved 
my  brigade  in  the  direction  ta&en  by  our  re- 
treating columns  until  I  came  to  the  field  hos- 
pital, where  I  found  eight  wounded  soldiers, 
only  three  of  whom  were  willing  to  be  moved. 
Two  of  them  I  had  carried  bevond  the  reach  of 
the  enemy  on  litters,  the  third  was  able  to  ride 
on  a  caisson.  I  then  continued  my  march  with- 
out again  confronting  the  enemy  during  the  en- 
tire retreat  The  good  conduct  of  officers  and 
men  in  performing  the  responsible  duty  of  rear 
guard  to  a  retreating  army,  cannot  be  too  highly 
commended.  There  was  not  a  semblance  of 
panic  or  disorder,  or  even  unusual  excitement 
during  the  entire  retreat,  upon  which  my  bri- 
gade marched  in  better  order  and  with  more 
deliberation  than  it  had  done  at  all  before,  or 
has  done  since.  The  signal  good  conduct  which 
they  displayed  on  the  field  of  battle  or  in  the 
face  of  dangers  and  death,  and  the  fortitude 
and  constancy  with  which  they  sustained  them- 
selves afterwards  under  privations  and  hard- 
ships and  sufierix^  more  trying  to  the  soldier 
than  the  most  appalling  dangers,  are,  I  trust, 
only  an  earnest  to  the  country  of  what  she  may 
expect  from  them  in  the  future.  In  conclusion, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  say  of  the  Third  Ken- 
tucky, that  Colonel  Thompson,  and  the  men  and 
officers  under  him,  fully  sustained  the  reputa- 
tion they  had  won  on  other  fields.  The  only 
regret  of  Colonel  Crosslove  and  his  men,  of  the 
Seventh  Kentucky,  when  ordered  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Third,  was  that  this  regiment  stood 
so  little  in  need  of  it  The  conduct  of  the 
Thirty-fifth  Alabama,  commanded  by  Captain 
Ashford,  though  deprived  by  illness  of  their 
accomplished  Colonel  (Robertson),  could  not 
have  Deen  improved  by  the  presence  of  any 
officer.  The  Fourth  Ambama  nattalion,  under 
Major  Gibson,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  per- 
formed well  the  part  allotted  to  them.  The 
Ninth  Arkansas,  under  Colonel  Dunlop,  who 
was  conspicuous  for  the  activity  and  gallantry 
displayea  in  keeping  his  men  in  line,  and  mov- 
ing steadily  forward  in  the  face  of  the  deadly 
fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  won  the  applause 
and  admiration  of  all  who  witnessed  its  con- 
duct Its  colors  were  borne  by  their  intrepid 
Serjeant,  Jphn  M.  Pearce,  upwards  and  onwards 
without  falterine  during  the  hottest  of  the  fire, 
while  his  comrsSes  were  falling  thick  and  fast 
around  him.  When  all  behaved  so  well,  the 
commanding  General  will  not  hazard  injuetioo 
by  mentioning  those  who  particularly  at&acted 
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his  notice.  I  re^t  tbat  a  sense  of  dnty  to  the 
senrice  and  of  justice  to  the  balance  of  the 
brigade,  will  not  allow  me  to  bestow  the  same 
unmixed  praise  upon  the  Thirty-first  Alabama 
regiment  A  portion  of  this  regiment,  in  spite 
of  the  gallant^  of  their  Colonel  and  ms  efforts 
to  make  them  do  their  duty,  foHowing  the  ex- 
ample of  some  of  its  commissioned  ofiBcers,  be- 
haved disgracefolly.  At  a  most  critical  moment 
it  broke  in  disorder  and  all  efforts  to  restore  it 
were  unavailing.  I  called  the  attention  of  their 
Colonel  to  the  misconduct  of  several  officers, 
whose  example  was  evidently  dcmoralizine  to 
the  men,  ana  ofdered  them  to  surrender  weir 
swords  and  leave  the  field.  Upon  their  earnest 
entreaties  to  be  tried  aeain,  I  permitted  them  to 
retain  their  swords  and  remain,  with  the  hope 
and  belief  that  hereafter  their  conduct  may  be 
in  harmony  with  the  brave  members  of  the 
same  regiments,  whose  conduct  could  not  suffer 
by  comparison  with  other  commanders  in  the 
brigade. 

I  withhold  their  names,  though  there  can  be 
no  controversy  as  to  the  regiments  that  were 
first  in  the  strong  position  abandoned  by  the 
enemy  and  in  possession  of  the  Ladv  Richard- 
son, which  in  their  flight  they  left  behind  them. 
It  is  due  to  the  right  wing  of  General  Bowen^s 
admirable  brigade,  the  ^enty-second  Missis- 
sippi, under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lester,  to  ac- 
knowledge that  their  advance  upon  our  left  and 
the  right  of  the  enemy's  batterv,  attracted  a 
portion  of  its  fire,  in  concert  with  our  advance 
greatly  facilitated  its  capture,  and  entitles  them 
to  a  full  share  of  the  honor. 

I  would  here  express  mv  obligations  to  Cap- 
tain Fall  and  Lieutenants  Anderson,  Ayers,  and 
Bertrand,  of  my  staff,  for  the  prompt  and  intel- 
ligent manner  in  which  they  executed  my  or- 
ders. Lieutenant  Sweeny,  in  command  or  the 
Hudson  battery,  attached  to  my  brigade,  had  no 
opportunity  to  participate  in  the  action,  but 
executed  quickly  and  cheerfully  every  order 
addressed  to  him. 

Casualties  on  the  field  and  upon  the  retreat, 
twenty-five  killed,  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
wounded,  and  eighty-three  missing. 

The  dense  forest  of  heavy  timber  and  thick 
undergrowth,  under  cover  of  which  the  brigade 
advanced  until  within  a  few  rods  of  the  enemy's 
battery,  accounts  for  the  comparatively  small 
number  of  killed  and  wounded. 

A.  Rust, 

SMgMUw-Graeral,  oommanding  First  Brigade, 

First  DlTlBloa,  Artty  of  the  Dlstriot  of  MiBS. 

Edward  Ivey, 

Uentenant-Oolonel  and  A.  A.  G. 

« 
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TtBKD  BsKUDiL  LoTRX's  Diymioif,  1 
U.T  SntcroB,  October  12, 1882.      ) 

To  Lieutmanl-Colond  Edward  Ivey,  AasislarU 
Ac(jtUant-General : 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith 
reports  from  my  several  commands  in  regard  to 


the  part  taken  by  them  in  the  actions  of  the 
third,  fourth,  and  £fth  instants,  at  and  near  Cor- 
inth. It  will  be  seen  that,  passing  over  the  de- 
ployments between  Chewallaond  the  creek  west 
of  Corinth,  where  the  enemy's  outposts  were 
driven  in  with  little  or  no  resistance,  this  bri- 
gade first  formed  line  of  battle  to  the  east  of  Cy- 
press Creek,  with  Rust's  brigade  on  its  right 
and  Yillepigue'v  on  the  left.  A  heavy  line  of 
skirmisfaers,  composed  of  the  First  Missouri 
regiment  and  the  Mississippi  battalion  of  sharp- 
shooters, proceeding  in  advance,  supported  by 
the  Twenty-second  and  Fifteenth  Mississippi 
regiment  in  line,  and  the  Sixih  Mississippi  regi- 
ment (Colonel  Lbwry),  and  Watson  battery  (Cap- 
tain Bursley)  in  reserve. 

The  line  advanced  steadilv,  fordng  back  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters  into  their  intrenohments, 
and  pushing  on,  charged  their  works,  capturing 
their  battery  at  the  salient  near  the  railroad,  and 
driving  their  entire  infantry  force  from  the 
tI:^nches.  Rust's  and  Yillepigae's  carrying  the 
trenches  in  front  of  them  about  the  same  time, 
rendered  tiie  work  comparatively  easy  for  my 
brigade.  The  Twenty-second  Mississippi  regi- 
ment. Captain  Lester  commanding,  deserves 
special  mention  for  their  gallant  chaige  on  this 
occasion.  The  Mississippi  battalion  of  sharp- 
shooters. Captain  Cfiruthers  commanding,  were 
conspicuous  for  their  coolness  and  courage,  also 
for  joining  the  Twenty-second  Mississippi  regi- 
ment in  the  charge  in  which  they  captured  the 
battery.  The  First  Missouri  regimen^  gathering 
in,  charged,  while  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and 
drove  the  enemy  from  the  trenches  before  I  could 
reach  the  position  with  the  Fifteenth  Missifr- 
sippi  regiment,  which  was  advancing  towards 
the  same  point  The  First  Missouri  regi- 
ment, LieutenantColonel  Riley  commanding, 
proceeding  onward,  drove  the  enemy  from  one 
of  their  encampments  nearly  a  mile  inside  of 
their  works,  holdine  the  same,  under  fire,  until 
the  second  line  of  battle  was  formed,  towards 
sunset,  for  the  attack  on  the  right  The  enemy 
having  abandoned  the  works  on  our  right,  the 
second  line,  above  alluded  to,  advanced  and  oc- 
cupied their  encampments,  capturing  a  few 
straeglers  in  the  evening.  On  the  morning  of 
the  fourth,  the  brigade  was  formed  in  accord- 
ance with  instructions  received  the  night  be- 
fore, immediately  in  advance  of  the  encamp- 
ment occupied,  and  advanced  steadily  with  Til- 
lepigue  on  its  left  and  Rust  in  reserve^  the 
whole  moving  together.  Arriving  within  six 
hundred  yards  of  a  strong  redoubt,  supported 
on  the  right  and  left  by  a  similar  work,  witii  a 
formidable  line  of  infimtry  intrenched  connect- 
ing them,  it  was  halted,  and  after  a  jx'otractdd 
skirmish,  which  failed  to  develop  the  enemy's 
strength  on  the  position,  I  determined,  in  ab- 
sence of  the  Major-General  commanding,  to  feci 
thBm  more  effectually  and  force  them  to  show 
their  strength.  The  Watson  battery  (four  guns) 
was  ordered  to  open  on  the  works  immediatelT 
in  our  front,  and  during  the  second  round  wi^ 
answered  by  a  terrific  cannonade  from  the  right. 
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left,  and  front,  convincing  me  that  the  information 
given  that  tbere  were  only  three  guns  at  this 
point  was  erroneons.  as  I  had  thus  developed  at 
least  twen^.  The  oattery  was  ordered  to  the 
rear,  and  after  the  firing  aMtted  slightly  I  moved 
the  brigade  a  short  distance  to  the  rear  near 
Kast's  Une.  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the 
ground  ana  save  it  from  a  repetition  of  the 
galling  fire  which  had  opened  upon  them. 

The  brigade's  loss,  during  this  sheHing,  was 
about  fifty  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  the 
whole  command  deserves  special  commendation 
for  their  coolness  under  fire.  After  remaining  for 
some  time  (two  hours)  in  the  new  position,  our 
skirmishers  keeping  up  a  continuous  fire  on  our 
front  and  right,  and  after  Villepigue  had  repelled 
the  attack  made  on  his  line  and  moved  to  the 
left,  my  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  rear,  while 
Bust  formed  line  of  battle  beyond,  at  the  salient 
near  the  railroad  crossing.    The  First  Missouri 
regiment,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  covered  the 
rear  of  both  brigades.    The  command,  after  |k 
successful  evacuation,  camped  at  Chewalla  about 
sunset    Detailed,  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth, 
as  the  rear  guard  of  the  army,  the  brigade  left 
its  encampments,  in  rear  of  the  train,  at  about 
ten  A.  X.,  marching  slowly,  very  much  annoyed 
and  delayed  by  the  wagons.    At  twelve  x.,  the 
enemy *8  advance  overtook  us,  and  J  formed  line 
of  battle  with  the  Mississippi  battalion  and 
one  section  of  artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Bar- 
low, in  advance,  our  line  then  fronting  the  ene- 
my.   The  attack  was  made  by  their  cavalry  and 
vigorously  repulsed  by  two  companies  of  Jack- 
son's cavalry  and  the  Mississippi  battalion,  and 
their  rout  completed  by  the  rapid  and  effective 
fire  of  Lieutenant  Barlow's  section.    Resuming 
the  retreat  we  were  not  again  molested  unm 
compelled  to  halt,  for  several  hours,  at  the  Tusr 
cumbia  River  bridge,  allowing  the  wagons  to 
cross.    The  enemy  arrived  at  our  position  near 
the  bridge  about  sunset    Deploying,  they  en- 
deavored to  turn  my  left  in  order  to  cut  me 
off  from  the  bridge,  at  the  same  time  advanc- 
ing strongly  on  my  front  and  centre.    After 
heavy  skirmishing,  well   maintained  on  both 
sides,  and  some  artillery  firing  by  the  enemy, 
they  advanced  boldly  m  front  of  my  centre, 
opposite  the   Fifteenth  Mississippi  regiment 
Taking  command  of  this  regiment  in  person,  I 
advanced  it  about  fifteen  paces,  and  then  poured 
a  deliberate,  well-auned,  and  simjiltaneous  vol- 
ley.   This  fire,  which  was  handsomely  seconded 
by  several  rounds  of  canister  by  Binley*s  first 
section  under  Lieutenant  Toledano,  on  our  im- 
mediate right,  which  enfiladed  their  line,  followed 
up   by  a   rapid,  weU-aimed,   and   continuous 
file  fire  from  the  Fifteenth  Mississippi  regiment, 
must  have  proved  destructive,  as  tue  tdvance 
was  not  only  thus  checked,  but  their  whole 
force  fled  from  the  field.    X  then  crossed  the 
Tuscumbia  at  my  leisure,  tore  up  and  burnt  the 
bridee,  obstructed  the  ford  near  by,  and  joined 
the  division  about  three  miles  beyond.  My  loss 
in  the  action  of  the  Tuscumbia  was  two  or  three 


killed  and  eight  or  ten  wounded.  This  brigade 
was  subsequently  detailed  as  the  jear  guard  of 
the  army,  but  had  no  other  engagement  with 
the  enemy.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  here- 
with a  full  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing in  the  three  days'  actions  alluded  to.  The 
officers  of  my  staff  were  present,  and  untiring  in 
the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties.  In 
addition  to  £e  assistance  ^iven  by  my  Adjutant- 
Gkheral,  Captain  Hutchinson,  my  Inspector- 
General,  Captain  Percy,  and  Lieutenant  Carter, 
Aide-de-Oamp,  I  am  indebted  to  Caldwell,  of  the 
Watson  battery,  for  bearing  orders  in  the  field. 
All  of  these  gentlemen  were  conspicuous  for 
coolness  and  courage  during  the  action,  and  on 
the  retreat 

In  closing,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
division  commander  to  the  unexampled  courage 
and  endurance  displayed  by  the  troops,  who, 
under  hardships  and  privs^tions  which  can  only 
be  appreciated  by  those  who  experienced  them, 
never  faltered  in  the  discharge  of  their  arduous 
duties.  The  exceptions  mentioned  in  the  report 
of  Colonel  Farrel,  Fifteenth  Mississippi  regiment, 
were  consnicuous  in  a  brigade  which  acted  so 
well  that  mey  deserve  to  be  immediately  pun- 
ished. I  know  of  no  better  way  of  rewarding 
the  two  thousand  brave  men  wan  by  casting 
out  the  two  or  three  cowards  who  happen  to  be 
among  them.  I,  therefore,  recommend  that 
Second  Lieutenant  S.  T.  Qark,  Company  A,  Fif- 
teenth Mississippi  regiment,  be  (usnussed  in 
disgrace,  and  that  Corporal  Bennett,  and  privates 
Applegate  and  Spiney,  Company  B,  be  drummed 
out  of  the  service,  and  their  nameA  pubHshed 
with  the  sentence  attached. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  S.  Bowsn. 

BrSgadiec-Qenoral,  oommandiDg. 
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BuDQUAioms  Saoom  BinaAmt,  nacr  dramr, 
Aaxt  OP  Diniucr  or  thb  iiaamim,  - 
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October  14,  1802. 

LietUenani-Colond  Edward  Ivey^  Assistant  Ad' 
jtUarU-Chneral,  First  Division^  Army  Dis- 
trict of  the  Mississippi : 

CoLONBL :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  Second 
brigade,  in  the  actions  before  Corinth,  on  the 
third  and  fourth  instants : 

In  approaching  Corinth  on  the  third  instant, 
the  Second  brigade  was  in  advance.  An  outpost 
of  the  enemy  was  met  about  five  miles  from  the 
fortress,  and  driven  into  the  outer  intrench- 
ments  without  much  opposition.  On  reaching  a 
creek  about  three  miles  from  the  fortress,  and 
quite  near  the  outer  intronchments,  the  march  of 
the  column  w&s  delayed  for  some  time  by  the 
enemy's  artillery,  and  from  the  bridge  over  the 
creek  having  been  destroyed.  The  passage, 
however,  was  effected  in  good  time,  and  the  bri- 
gade was  engaged  in  heavy  skirmishing  with 
ue  enemy  until  the  other  brigades  of  the 
division  had  crossed  and  taken  up  tiieir  posi- 
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tions.  The  whole  diviaion  then  advanced,  the 
Second  brigade  being  on  the  extreme  left  The 
enemy  were  driven  steadily  before  us  until  we 
came  in  view  of  the  outer  intrenchments  or  rifle- 
pits.  Our  onward  course  was  here  checked  for 
a  short  time,  in  consequence  of  the  deadly  fire 
of  file  enemy,  and  the  nature  of  the  obstructions 
in  front  of  us. 

After  a  slight  pause,  the  Thirty-third  Missis- 
sippi (Ck)ionel  D.  W.  Hurst,  commanding) 
chargea  the  intrenchments,  and  drove  the  enemy 
from  them  in  gallant  styles  In  consequence  of 
llie  dense  tiiicKness  of  the  undergrowth,  I  had 
lost  sight  of  all  of  my  regiments  except  the 
Thirty-third  Mississippi;  so  that  after  captur- 
ing the  intrenchments,  considerable  time  elapsed 
before  my  scattered  rc^ments  could  be  collected 
and  the  line  re-formed.  During  the  rest  of  the 
day  the  brigade  was  engaged  in  executing 
orders  from  me  Major-OeneraJ  commanding  the 
division,  but  was  not  actively  engaged  with  the 
enemy.  £arly  the  following  morning,  the  brigade 
advanced  as  directed  until  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  artillery,  which,  together  with  the  fire 
from  the  enemy's  shaipshooters,  was  very  heavy, 
causing  many  casualties.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, the  conduct  of  the  troops  was  excellent, 
and  could  not  be  surpassed.  Later  in  the  morn- 
ing it  became  necessarv  to  fall  back  from  this 
advanced  position,  to  defeat  an  attempt  of  the 
enemy  to  turn  my  left  flank,  which  was  accom- 
plished in.  good  order,  and  the  enemy  repulsed 
in  gallant  style,  and  with  considerable  loss.  This 
last  action  having  caused  the  whole  left  wing  of 
the  army  to  attacx  the  enemy's  right,  the  enemy 
did  not  again  appear  in  my  immediate  front 
and  the  brigade  remained  idle  until  ordered 
across  the  railroad  to  cover  the  movements  of 
the  left  wing  of  the  army,  which  had  been  with- 
drawn. "V^Hiile  performing  this  service,  the 
enemy's  cavalry  once  appeared  in  sight,  and  it 
became  necessair  to  disperse  them,  which  was 
done  by  Major  G.  0.  Watts,  by  a  few  rounds 
from  one  of  his  batteries.  I  wish  to  mention 
for  conspicuous  gallantry  Colonel  D.  W.  Hurst, 
Thirty-third  Mississippi  regiment,  who  drove 
the  enemy  from  their  intrenchments,  at  the  head 
of  his  regiment,  with  empty  guns ;  Colonel  W. 
B.  Shelby,  Thirty-ninth  Mississippi  regiment, 
who  rallied  his  men  at  great  personal  risk  from 
a  partial  disorder  into  which  they  had  b«en 
thrown  by  a  flank  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  fol- 
lowing officers  of  my  staff  were  with  me  on  the 
field,  and  rendered  me  important  service  in  con- 
veying orders,  etc. :  Captain  Kinlock  Falconer, 
Assistant-Adjutant  General,  and  Major  J.  P.  Carr, 
A.  C.  S.,  and  Captain  Belton,  A.  Q.  M. 

I  transmit  the  reports  of  the  different  regi- 
mental commanders,  giving  detailed  operations 
of  the  respective  commands.  I  also  enclose  a 
list  of  the  Killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

I  am.  Colonel,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  B.  Villbpigue, 

Brigadier-General,  commandiug. 


REPORT  OF  BBIOADISt<GENE&AL  MAUKT. 

HsAnQCAnmea  Mavkt'i  Dirisioir,  \ 

Gaxr  or  ItarAH,  October  10,  IStt.  j 

Captain  J.  M.  Lcmghbofough,  AssisiarU  Adjvfani- 
Qeneral: 

GAPtAix :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this 
division  of  the  Army  of  the  West  moved  from 
Ripley  towards  Corinth  on  the  thirtieth  Sep- 
tember, numbering  three  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety  infantry,  five  light  batteries  of 
four  gUns  each,  and  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  cavalry,  un  the  morning  of  October  third 
we  moved,  at  daylight,  from  our  camp  near 
Chewalla  to  attack  the  enemy  in  Corinth.  The 
division  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  near 
Walker's  house,  north  of  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Railroad.  Moore*s  brigade,  with  its 
right  resting  near  the  railroad ;  Phifer's  brigade 
was  formed  on  Moore's  left,  extending  to  Hebert  s 
division ;  and  Cabell's  brigade  was  held  in  re- 
serve, llie  line  faced  Connth  and  the  enemy's 
advanced  line  of  intrenchments. 

The  sharpshooters  of  Moore's  and  Fhifers 
brigades,  under  Colonels  Rogers,  Sherman,  and 
Bridges,  soon  became  briskly  engaged  widi 
those  of  the  enemy,  and  forced  them  back  into 
their  intrenchments.  At  ten  a.  m.  our  whole 
line  moved  forward,  and  the  strong  outworks  of 
the  enemy  were  carried  without  check.  Moore 
and  Phifer  at  once  pushed  on  towards  Corinth  'm 
pursuit  of  the  retreating  enemy.  When  within 
a  little  more  than  a  mile  of  the  town  they  were 
halted.  Moore  was  moved  towards  his  right  to 
unite  with  the  line  of  General  Lovell,  which  was 
advancing  along  the  south  side  of  the  Mempliis 
and  Charleston  Railroad,  and  soon  encountered  a 
heavy  force  of  the  enemy,  whom,  after  a  fierce 
contest,  he  drove  before  him.  Soon  afterwards 
he  was  reinforced  by  two  regiments  of  Cabell's 
brigade,  under  Colonels  Johnson  and  Dockery. 
The  advance  was  then  resumed,  and  Moore  &o<in 
became  hotly  engaged  witli  the  enemy,  occupy- 
ing a  field-work,  or  intrenched  camp.  This  he 
carried  by  assault,  capturing  the  camp  and  its 
stores.  Phifer,  advancing,  was  met  near  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  by  a  strong  force  of 
the  enemy,  whom,  after  an  obstinate  combat,  at- 
tended with  a  heavy  loss  on  both  side^,  he  drove 
back  into  Corinth,  and  was  then  halted,  with  his 
left  resting  within  four  hundred  yards  of  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad,  bis  right  being  a  little 
thrown  back.'  Cabell  was  sent  to  support  Phi- 
fer's  right,  now  separated  by  a  wide  space  from 
Moore,  and  was  soon  afterwards  withdrawn  to 
support  Hebert's,  who  was  threatened  by  a 
flank  movement  of  the  enemy  towards  his  ex- 
treme left  About  dark  Moore  was  drawn  m 
towards  his  left,  until  his  line  united  with  I*hi- 
fer's ;  and  the  troops  lay  on  their  arms  in  thesa 
positions  aU  night.  Just  before  daylight,  Major 
Burnett  placed  the  batteries  of  Tobin,  t>eng- 
stack,  and  McNally  upon  an  advanced  ridge 
about  six  hundred  yards  from  Corinth,  and 
opened  fire  upon  the  town.    One  of  their  x^iecca, 
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wlule  taking  position,  being  thrown  by  Gaptala 
Tobin  rather  too  far  beyond  his  support,  was 
surprised  and  captnred  by  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters. Captain  Tobin  was  made  prisoner  at 
the  same  time.  At  daylight  all  of  those  guns 
wore  withdrawn,  and  tiie  fire  of  the  division 
was  maintained  by  the  sharpshooters  only,  who, 
boldly  and  incessantly,  under  Rodgers,  Sherman, 
and  Bridges,  harassed  the  enemy.  I  had  been 
ordered  to  await  the  attack  of  Hebert's  division 
on  my  left  before  advancing  to  storm  the  town. 
Soon  after  nine  o'clock  the  nrin^  upon  my  left  be- 
came sharp,  and  Moore  and  Phifer  were  at  once 
advanced.  Cabell's  brigade  was  moved  closer 
up  and  held  in  reserve.  In  a  few  minutes  the 
fasflade  became  general  along  the  whole  line  of 
the  Army  of  the  West ;  and  (^bell's  brigade  was 
ordered  in  to  support  of  Gates'  brigade,  the  next 
on  Phifer's  left  The  brigades  of  Grenerals  Moore, 
Phifer,  and  CabeU  were  gallantly  led  by  their 
commanders  to  the  assault  of  the  enemy's  work 
in  the  heart  of  Corinth.  They  carried  them^ 
planted  their  colors  within  them,  drove  the 
enemy  from  them,  and  held  them  until  forced 
back  by  the  overwhelming  reserves  of  the 
enemy.  The  division  was  then  re-formed  and 
marched  back  to  encamp  near  Chewalla.  Next 
niominfi[  it  moved  towards  Pocahontas.  When 
within  five  miles  of  Davis'  bridee,  couriers  from 
Colonel  Wirt  Adams,  who  had  been  gvardine 
that  point,  apprised  us  that  the  enemy  was  ai- 
vancmg  in  force  to  seize  it  before  we  could 
cross.  Moore's  brigade,  now  reduced  to  about 
three  hundred  men,  was  pushed  forward,  and 
with  the  St  Louis  battery  and  two  guns  taken 
from  the  enemy  at  Corinth  (all  under  Major 
Burnett's  orders),  marched  across  the  bridges 
and  formed  with  tne  view  of  storming  the  heights 
of  Matamoras ;  but  they  were  too  few  and  too 
late.  The  enemy's  artillery  and  infantry,  already 
in  position,  swept  them  away  and  were  close 
upon  the  bridge  before  Phifer's  brigade,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Ross,  could  cross  and  form 
and  meet  them.  fWe  lost  four  of  our  guns  here.) 
Nothing  remainea  for  us  now  but  to  dispute  Ihe 
enemy's  passage  over  the  bridge,  and  to  hold 
him  in  check  as  long  as  possible.  This  was  gal- 
lantly done  for  more  than  an  hour  by  the  rem- 
nants of  Moore's,  Phifer's,  and  Cabell's  brigades, 
and  by  the  batteries  of  Hogg,  Sengstack,  Daw- 
son, Lieutenant  Moore  and  Lieutenant  Miles, 
superintended  by  Major  Burnett,  They  were 
all  then  ordered«to  retire  and  take  up  a  position 
within  the  timber.  This  was  done  in  good  or- 
der, and  the  enemy  not  advancing,  the  whole 
division  was  withdrawn  and  put  upon  the 
march  by  another  route,  our  rear  oeing  covered 
by  General  Villepigue's  brigade.  Last  night 
the  division  bivouacked  at  this  point  I  sndose 
herewith  the  reports  of  the  several  brigade 
commanders,  ana  refer  you  to  them  for  more 
detailed  accounts  of  tiiese  actions  than  I  can 
give.  I  can  bear  honest  testimony  to  the  fidelity 
and  valor  of  the  ofiicers  and  troops  under  my 
command.  The  instances  of  gallant  conduct 
would  include  too  many  for  me  to  mention  here. 


But  there  are  two  men  of  humble  rank  whose 
conspicuous  courage  and  energy  at  Davis'  bridge 
attracted  general  attention  and  admiration.  One 
is  Earnest  Gk>olah,  chief  bugler  of  Ross'  regi- 
ment ;  the  other  is  Benjamin  J.  Chandler,  a  pri- 
vate of  Company  C,  Slemm's  cavahry.  I  recom- 
mend them  to  the  most  favorable  considerations 
of  the  General  commanding  as  worthy  of  the 
honors  due  to  conspicuous  courage  upon  the 
battle-field.  M  v  staff  officers  were  &d  way  s  prompt, 
intelligent,  and  gallant 

I  enclose  the  reports  of  our  losses.  You  will 
observe  that  they  have  been  very  heavy.  But, 
sir,  we  remember  that  our  noble  dead  fell  in  the 
streets  and  in  the  innermost  fortifications  of 
Corinth,  and  that  our  torn  colors  have  floated 
in  triumph  over  the  very  stronghold  of  the  foe. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  yours, 

Dabnet  H.  Maurt, 

]£B0or-Gen6ral,  commanding  DiTision. 

(Official  copy.) 
Macekak, 

AflBlata&t  Ac^tant-GenenL 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIEB^ENERAL  6RBEN. 

October  19, 16a2L 

Acting  Ad^tdcmt-General^  Army  of  the  West : 

Sib  :  I  luive  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  taken  by  that  portion  of 
the  army  under  my  command  in  the  recent  en- 
gagement at  Corinth : 

On  the  morning  of  the  third  instent,  being  in 
command  of  the  Third  brigade  of  the  First  di- 
vision, commanded  by  Brigadier-Gbneral  He- 
bert,  I  was  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  left 
of  the  Fourth  brigade,  forming  a  line  in  front  of 
and  about  three  or  four  hundred  yards  from  the 
enemy's  outer  breastworks.  Scarcely  was  the 
line  formed  when  the  enemy  opened  upon  us 
with  great  fierceness  a  fire  of  shell  and  grape, 
doing  us,  however,  but  httle  harm — ^woiuding 
a  few  men.  About  twelve  o'clock  we  were  or- 
dered to  advance;  our  skirmishers  being  in 
front  of  our  lines,  soon  drove  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers inside  of  the  fortifications,  where  they 
endeavored  to  -make  a  stand,  and  opened  upon 
us  with  jnusketry.  We  contioued  to  advance 
rapidly ;  the  enemy  fled  and  we  took  possession 
of  the  fortifications.  The  order  being  still  to 
move  forward,  we  moved  in  line  until  .we  came 
to  an  open  field,  where  the  enemy  opened  upon 
us  a  murderous  fire  from  two  batteries  placed 
upon  a  hill  beyond.  I  halted  the  brigade  and 
ordered  Captains  Landis  and  Geuber,  with  their 
batteries,  to  take  position  and  fire  upon  the  ene- 
my. We  here  had  a  brisk  artillery  fight  which 
lasted  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  Our  bat- 
teries having  driven  those  of  the  enemv  from 
their  position,  I  then  advanced  my  brigade  until 
I  came  to  another  field  where  I  found  Sie  enemy 
in  line,  under  the  cover  of  a  fence  on  the  far 
side  of  the  field,  awaiting  our  approadi.  Here 
we  saw  danger  ahead,  with  a  buttery  and  a  line 
of  infantry  nrine  upon  us  from  the  left,  and  a 
heavy  fire  in  front  We  moved  forward  at 
double-quick  across  the  open  field  to  meet  the 
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enemy.  Here  was  an  tinoeasmg  fire  of  muB- 
ketry  for  about  one  honr  and  a  half,  and  as  we 
would  break  the  lines  of  the  enemy  they  would 
bring  fresh  troops.  I  sent  to  Colonel  Gfttes, 
whose  brigade  was  not  engaged,  to  try  and  re- 
lieve us  of  the  cross-fire  on  the  left,  which  he 
did  by  sending  to  my  support  the  Second  Mis- 
souri infantry,  Colonel  Cockerel  commanding. 
We  then  soon  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy 
from  the  field,  but  not  until  we  had  lost  many 
brave  and  gallant  officers  and  soldiers.  During 
this  engs^ement  I  was  enabled  to  see  the  whole 
length  of  my  bri^de,  consisting  of  three  Mis- 
souri and  two  Mississippi  regiments,  and  I  am 
proud  to  say  there  was  no  faltering,  but  all 
seemed  ea^er  for  the  combat  And  nobly  did 
they  sustain  it ;  no  troops  could  have  done  bet- 
ter, nor  could  I  distinguidi  between  the  regi- 
ments which  behaved  the  most  gallantiy ;  each 
did  vigorously  the  work  assigned  it  In  this 
charge  we  lost  largely  in  officers.  Colonels  Er- 
ond  McFarluid   and   lieutenant^Jolonels 
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Ferrell  and  Hedgespeth  were  wounded.  Col- 
onel Ferrell  fell  while  urging  his  men  forward ; 
He  was  at  least  twenty  yards  in  advance  of  his 
command.  I  fear  he  will  never  again  be  able  to , 
take  the  field.  In  him  we  lose  a  gallant  officer. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Leigh  of  the  Forty-third 
Mississippi  fell  while  gulantiy  leading  his  wing 
of  the  regiment  2&jor  McQuiddy  was  se- 
verely wounded.  Major  Vaughn,  ,of  the  Sixth 
Missouri,  was  kiUed.  While  leading  this  charge 
several  officers  of  the  line  were  killed,  among 
whom  were  the  foUowing:  Captain  Taylor, 
Captain  McKinney,  and  Captain  Graves. 

After  the  enemy  fell  back  and  the  firing 
ceased,  we  gatiiered  up  the  wounded  and  ad- 
vanced our  Tines  some  two  hundred  yards  be- 
yond where  the  enemy  had  fought  us,  and  slept 
on  our  arms  all  night 

About  daylight,  leaving  our  skirmishers  out; 
we  fell  back  about  one  nundred  yards  under 
cover  of  the  hiU,  in  order  to  get  some  refresh- 
ments. Before  we  were  done  eating  the  enemy 
opened  their  batteries  upon  us  most  furiously. 

Just  at  this  time  I  received  a  message  from 
General  Hebert  informing  me  that  he  was  una- 
ble to  take  the  field,  and  that  the  command  of 
the  division  would  devolve  upon  me ;  in  a  few 
minutes  I  received  an  order  from  General  Price 
placing  me  in  command. 

The  command  of  the  Third  brigade  now  de- 
volved upon  Colonel  Moore  of  the  Forty-third 
Mississippi  regiment 

At  the  time  of  assuming  command  I  found 
the  brigades  placed  as  follows :  the  Third  bri- 
gade on  the  left  of  (General  Phifer,  its  left  rest- 
ing near  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad ;  First 
brigade  (Colonel  Gales)  on  its  left,  frt)nting  the 
railroad ;  the  Fourth  brigade  (Colonel  McLean) 
on  its  left ;  and  the  Second  brigade  (Colonel  Cob- 
bert)  in  reserve.  I  immediately  sent  for  the  Sec- 
ond brigade  and  placed  it  in  line  where  the 
Third  was,  and  held  the  Third  in  reserve.  In 
this  position  we  skirmished  for  a  short  time 
witii  the  enemy.    Receiving  word  from  Colonel 


McLean  (commanding  Fourth  brigade)  Hut 
there  was  danger  of  his  left  being  turned  by 
the  enemy,  and  that  if  attempted  he  would  be 
unable  to  prevent  it,  I  ordered  the  Second  to 
move  to  the  left  of  the  Fourth,  placing  the 
Third  in  its  original  position.  I  then  ordered  & 
forward  movement,  directing  the  Second  and 
Fourth  to  move  forward  in  echelon,  throwing 
the  left  forward  so  as  to  come  to  a  charge  at 
the  same  time  of  the  ri^ht 

At. the  time  I  ordered  the  forward  movement 
I  sent  for  reinforcements,  believing  that  we 
would  need  tl}em,for  I  could  see  the  enemy  had 
two  lines  of  fortifications  bristling*  with  artil- 
lery and  strongly  supported  by  infantry.  Our 
lines  moved  across  the  railroad,  advancing 
slowly  and  steadily,  our  skirmishers  constantly 
fighting  with  those  of  the  enemy,  drivtug 
them  back.  When  within  about  two  hundred 
yards  the  command  was  ordered  to  chazge 
at  a  double-quick.  The  whole  line  now  moved 
forward  with  great  rapidity.  Officers  and  men 
all  seemed  eacer  to  be  foremost  in  reaching  the 
fortifications,  but  it  was  a  hard  road  to  travel, 
elimbing  over  logs,  brush,  and  fallen  timber, 
while  masked  ba^ries  of  the  enemy  opened 
upon  us  at  almost  every  step  with  ^;r^  slaugh- 
ter, but  nothing  daunted  the  divisions  pressed 
forward.  The  First  brigade  (Colonel  Gates  com- 
manding) arriving  at  the  fortifications  drove  the 
enemy  nrom  their  intrenchments,  taking  about 
forty  pieces  of  artillery.  The  Fourth  andSecond 
brigaoes  having  worse  roads,  and  the  distance 
being  greater,  only  a  portion  of  them  were  able 
to  reach  the  intrenchments,  and  the  left  being 
in  danger  of  beine  outflanked,  fell  back.  lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Maupin  of  the  First  Missouri 
cavalry  (serving  as  infiintry),  fell  while  gallantly 
leading  nis  regiment  in  the  chari^e  on  the  ene- 
my's fortifications,  bearing  his  r^^ental 
colors.  Colonel  Moore,  I  Tear,  was  mortally 
wounded  whUe  leading  the  Third  brigade  on  a 
charge  in  town ;  he  feu  near  the  depot  and  was 
left  on  the  field. 

Colonel  McLean  commanding  Fourth  brigade 
was  severely  wounded  in  the  charge.  ^&for 
McOuiddy,  who  was  wounded  on  the  day  hefore 
in  uie  arm,  but  would  not  leave  his  command 
^Third  Missouri  caval^),  was  severely  wounded 
m  the  thigh.  Major  Yates,  of  the  Thirty-sixth 
Mississippi,  was  also  wounded,  as  was  also  Col- 
onel Pntchard,  of  the  Third  Missouri  in&ntry. 
Reinforcements  again  bein^  sent  for.  General 
Cabell  came  up  with  his  brigade,  but  before  he 
could  get  to  the  fortifications.  Colonel  Gates*  am- 
munition was  exhausted  and  he  fell  back.  The 
fire  then  became  terrifia  General  OabeU  was 
unable  to  retake  the  fortifications,  and  the  whole 
line  feO  back  on  the  hiO,in  rear  of  the  batteries. 
Here  I  received  orders  to  move  the  division 
back  on  the  hill  beyond  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Railroad.  Before  readung  tiiai 
point,!  received  an  order  to  continue  the  mardi 
until  further  orders. 

We  encamped  early  in  the  evening  on  the 
right  of  the  road  opposite.    Sunday  morning  I 
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was  ordered  to  resiime  the  march,  marohine  hi 
the  rear  of  (General  Maury's  diviBion.    Before 
reaching  the  Hatchie,  I  received  an  order  to 
push  forward,  **  lliat  General  Maury^s  division 
had  engaged  the  enemy  on  the  Hatdiie,  and 
needed  asBiBtance.'*    I  pushed  forward  as  rapidly 
as  the  men  could  possiblv  travel ;  when  we  ar- 
rived, however,  we  fomid  Greneral  Cabell's  force 
falling  back  in  good  order.    I  was  ordered  to 
form  on  the  left  of  a  road  in  a  field,  behind  a 
fence.   We  threw  out  skirmishers,  who  soon  en- 
gaged those  of  the  enemy,  and  drove  them  back. 
The  Fourth  brieade  came  upon  a  body  of  the 
enemy's  skirmishers,  charged  and  repulsed  tiiem. 
We  here  lay  stiU  for  about  half  an  hour,  the  ene- 
my in  sight,  every  minute  expecting  to  move 
forward,  but  instead,  we  received  orders  to  **  &11 
back,"  which  we  did  without  any  interruption 
of  the  enemy,  though  they  still  continued  throw- 
ing shell  as  they  had  been  doing  all  the  iime ; 
here  I  had  three  or  four  men  slightly  wounded, 
I  was  then  ordered  to  move  my  division  out  on 
the  *^  Boneyard  'BUMd/*    At  the  crossine  of  the 
Hatchie  I  received  orders  to  proceed  to  the 
Bipley  road,  and  bivouack  for  the  night,  which 
I  (ud  m  line  alone  the  road  towards  Pocahontas, 
throwing  out  pidcets  to  give  notice  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy.    The  next  morning  I  re- 
sumed the  march  in  good  order  towards  l^ley. 
During  the  fight  and  on  the  retreat,  both  officers 
and  soldiers  have  shown  themselves  as  brave  as 
the  most  sanguine  could  desire.    AU  did  their 
duty  totfjEf,  a^  were  I  to  particularize  I  would 
not  know  where  to  beein.    I  cannot,  however, 
refrain  from  acknowleoging  my  obligations  to 
Gaptain  Wm.  B.  Pittman,  for  his  promptness  in 
carryii^  an  order  through  the  field  when  the 
very  atmosphere  seemed  filled  with  shot,  shell, 
grape,  and  canister ;  also  to  Major  Theo.  John- 
son, who  acted  as  voluntarv  aid,  and  who  con- 
veyed orders  with  ereat  despatch  through  the 
hottest  firing  regardless  of  danger. 
Very  respectfully. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

Martin  E.  GaBXir. 

BrIgBdIor-QenariJ,  oommaading  DhrMon. 
BOOBT  OF  BRIQADngt-qKWEIUL  OABKLL. 


HKADQDJiXXnS  CABiLL*9  BBOAD*.      \ 

UAom*a  Dmtioir,  October  10, 1892.  / 

Chptcdn  FkABerree,  ABHstani  A^^ftUanl-Qeneralj 
Maury* 8  Division  : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part 
taken  by  my  command  in  the  engagements 
before  Corinth,  on  the  third  and  fourth,  and  at 
the  Hatchie  bridge,  on  the  fifth  instant 

My  brignde  consisted  of  the  Eighteenth,  Nine- 
teenth, 'Twentieth,  and  Twenty-first  Arkansas 
regiments,  Jones'  battalion  of  Arkansas  volun- 
teers, Bapley's  battcdion  of  sharpshooters,  and 
the  Appeal  batteiy,  under  Lieutenant  Hogg. 
These  regiments  were  small,  making  an  aggre- 
gate of  thirteen  hundred  and  sixty-seven  (l367) 
effective  men.  On  the  third  instant,  in  obedi- 
ence to  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Maury, 
commanding  division,  my  brigade,  after  cross- 


ing the  Mississippi  and  Charleston  Railroad,  was 
had  in  reserve  to  support  the  brigades  of  Gen- 
erals Moore  and  Phifer,  that  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance and  attack  the  enemy.    I  remained  with- 
in supporting  distance  of  the  two  brigades  with 
mv  whole  brigade  until  half-past  three  o'clock, 
when  I  was  ordered  to  send  two  regiments  to 
support  General  Moore  on  the  right    I  sent,  at 
once,  the  Nineteenth  Arkansas  regiment,  under 
Colonel  Dockey.  and  the  Twentieth  Arkansas, 
under  Colonel  11.  P.  Johnson,  who  became,  after 
arriving  on  the  field  of  battle,  quickly  engaged 
with  the  enemy,  driving  the  enemy  before  them 
with  ^at  loss ;  our  loss  being  small,  not  over 
five  killed  and  ten  wounded  in  each  regiment 
After  these  regiments  had  been  sent  off,  I  re- 
ceived an  order  from  the  division  commander 
to  move,  with  the  remainder  of  my  brigade,  to 
the  support  of  General  Phifer.     This   order 
was  obeyed  promptly.    After  arriving  on  the 
field  I  found  General  Phifer's  brigade,  although 
much  exhausted  from  heat  and  dust,  had  driven 
the  enemy  within  less  than  eight  hundred  (800) 
yards  of  their  breastworks  around  the  city  of 
Corinth.    I  immediately  formed  my  line  of  bat- 
tle, threw  my  skirmiehers  to  the  front,  and  en- 
gaged the  enemy's  skirmishers,  which  enabled 
General  Phifer  to  withdraw  bis  brigade.    After 
his  brigade  had  been  withdrawn,  I  advanced 
with  my  skirmishers,  fighting  the  enemy  as  far 
as  I  deemed  it  prudent  with  the  small  force  I 
lead.    I  therefore  contented  myself  with  hold- 
ing the  position  I  had,  and  watchine  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy,  my  skirmishers  in  the 
meantime  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  with  the  ene- 
my's shaurpshooters.    I  am  confident  they  did 
terrible  execution  with  the  enemy's  skirmisherd. 
I  then  captured  two  fine  ambulances  and  nine 
prisoners  ;  the  enemy  during  this  time  kept  up 
a  constant  fire  of  grape  and  canister,  which, 
although  furious,  did  but  little  harm,  as  my  loss 
was  only  two  privates  killed  and  five  wounded. 
I  was  here  sbruck  myself  on  the  foot  with  a 
spent  Minni6  ball,  which  gave  mo  a  great  deal 
of  pain  at  the  time,  but  did  not  disable  me. 
About  sundown,  after  the  enemy  had  drawn  all 
their  infantry  and    artillery  inside  the  inner 
works,  I  received  an  order  to  report,  with  my 
brigade,  to  Greneral  Hebert,  on  the  extreme  left, 
to  guard  the  crossing  of  a  road  leading  from  the 
Purdy  road  across  to  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road.   I  reported,  as  directed,  to  General  fie- 
bert,  who  gave  me  the  necessary  instructions, 
and'  ordered  me  (by  the  consent  of  General 
Armstrong)  to  retain  a  secfion  of  Kink's  artil- 
lery and  Colonel  McCuIloch's  regiment  of  cav- 
alry.   After  making  such  a  disposition  of  the 
forces  under  mv  command,  placing  out  my  pick- 
ets to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and 
protect  our  left  from  a  flank  movement  of  the 
enemy,  I  remained   there  until   seven  o'clock 
A.  !£,,  on  the  fourth,  when  I  was  ordered  by 
General  Hebert  to  move  up  and  report  to  Gen- 
eral Green,  to  whom  he  had  fbeing  sick)  turned 
over  the  command  of  the  oivision.    1  moved 
up,  as  ordered,  and  reported  to  General  Green 
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who  ordered  me  to  remain  in  supporting  dis- 
tance of  his  brigade,  at  the  same  time  informing 
me  that  I  would  be  subject  to  orders  from  my 
own    division    commander,   Brigadier-Genecal 
Maury.    A  short  time  had  elapsed  before  I 
received  an  order  from  General  Maury  to  move 
as  near  General  Phifer  as  I  could,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  ground  to  protect  my  men  from  a 
terrific  fire  of  artillery,  which  I  was  exposed  to 
from  a  battery  of  the  enemy  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad.    I  placed  my 
brigade  on  the  side  of  a  hill  protecting  them  as 
much  as  possible  from  this  furious  discharge  of 
grape,  canister,  and  shell,  that  was  kept  up  with- 
out a  moment's  cessation,  sufficient  to  demoral- 
ize any  troops  except  such  as  the  troops  which 
composed  my  brigade.    This  was  within  less, 
than  seven  htmdred  (700)  ^ds  of  the  breast-' 
works  and  the  town  of  Gonnth,  where  the  First 
Missouri   brigade,  under   Colonel   Gkites,  was 
hotly  engaged.    About  eleven  o'clock  a.  x.,  I 
received  an  order  from  General  Maury,  deliv- 
ered by  Captain  Flowerree,  Adjutant-General, 
to  move  rapidly  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Gates, 
who  had  entered  the  enemy's  breastworks  ana 
could  not  hold  it  for  the  want  of  ammunition. 
This  order  was  received  with  a  shout  by  the 
whole  brigade,  who  had  stood    this  terrible 
cannonading  for  more  than  an  hour.     Imme- 
diately after  receiving  the  order,  I  moved  by 
the  left  flank,  at  douole-auick,  until  I  crossed 
the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad.    After  crossing 
the  raDroad,  through  a  terrible  fire  of  artillery, 
I  faced  to  the  front  and  moved  on  Hie  enemy's 
works,  the  left  in  the  open  field  and  the  right 
and  centre  through  a  skirt  of  woods  about  fifty 
yards  wide,  expecting  to  find  the  Missouri  bri- 
gade.   This  brigade  had,  however,  fallen  back, 
taking  a  road  on  my  extreme  right.    Instead  of 
meeting  the  Missouri  brigade  as  I  had  been  in- 
formed I  would,  I  found  the*  enemy  in  line  of 
battle  just  outside  of  the  timber,  and  about 
three  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  breastworks. 
My  left  became  engaged  at  once,  after  facing  to 
the  front,  and  the  whole  line  in  a  few  minutes 
afterwards,  when  I  gave  the  word  "  charge."    As 
soon  Iu9  the  command  was  given,  the  whole 
line  moved  at  double-quick,  almost  as  one  man, 
shouting  "  Butler,"  and  driving  them  until  they 
reached  the  crest  of  the  enemy's  breastworks, 
where  a  greater  force  than  I  had  driven  in 
sprang  up,  delivering  a  tremendous  volley  in 
the  very  faces  of  the  greater  part  of  my  whole 
line,  which  was  at  that  time  subject  to  mre,  from 
the  left  front  of  the  bastion  near  the  college,  as 
well  as  to  the  artillery  fire  from  the  battery  on 
the  sQuth  side  of  the  railroad,  and  on  the  left  of 
the  work  charged.    A  part  of  the  Twentietii 
Arkansas  regiment,  under  Colonel  Johnson,  went 
over  the  works  inside  of  Corinth.    The  numbers 
of  the  enemy  being  so  ereat  in  front,  at  the 
same  time  beine  exposed  to  such  a  dreadful 
cross  fire  of  musketry  and  artillerv  on  mv  flanks 
and  rear,  that  my  men  were  compeUed  to  mil  back 
with  a  verv  heavy  loss  of  killed  and  wounded, 
officers  and  men. 
The  courage  and  daring  of  my  men,  who  shot 


the  enemy  down  in  tlieir  trenches,  is  beyond  all 
praise ;  me  ground  in  front  of  the  breastworks 
was  literally  covered  with  the  dead  and  wounded 
of  both  friend  and  foe,  the  killed  and  wounded 
of  the  enemy  being  nearly,  if  not  fully,  two  to 
one.  Those  left  presented  the  appearance  of 
men  nearly  whipped,  and  convinced  me  that  it 
was  nothing  but  their  reinforcements  and  supe- 
rior numbers  tliat  kept  them  from  a  total  rout. 
My  loss,  in  officers  eq>ecia]ly,  was,  I  regret  to 
sar^,  very  great  at  this  time ;  a  great  many,  both 
officers  and  privates,  were  wounded  and  taken 
prisoners.  I  lost  here  three  brave  and  valuable 
neld  officers  killed — Colonel  H.  P.  Johnson  and 
Major  Dane  W.  Jones,  Twentieth  Arkansas 
regiment,  and  Major  Dowdle,  Twenty-first  Ar- 
kansas, and  Colonel  Daly,  Eighteenth  Arkansas, 
mortally  wounded  (since  dead).  LieutenantCol- 
onel  Matheny,  Twenty-first  Arkansas,  wounded. 
Captain  L3mch,  Eighteenth  Arkansas,  and  Cap- 
tain Atkins,  Rapley's  battalion,  two  gallant  offi- 
cers, were  killed.  Colonel  Cravens,  Twenty-first 
Arkansas,  acted  noblv,  and  had  his  horse  shot 
under  him.  Colonel  Dockey,  Lieutenant4>)l- 
onel  Disunke,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fletcher,  Ma- 
jor Williams,  and  Major  Wilson,  distinguished 
themselves  by  their  gallantry  and  daring ;  also, 
Oaptain  Ashford,  who  commanded  the  battalion 
of  sharpshooters  (Major  Rapley  being  silent, 
sick).  After  bein^  repulsed  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing force;  1  received  an  order  to  iail  back 
with  what  was  left  of  my  brigade,  with  the 
remainder  of  the  armv,  which  I  did,  taking  all 
the  knapsacks  and  buinkets  I  could  ^ith  me 
to  the  camp  on  Chewalla,  on  the  south  aide  of 
the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  where 
we  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  fiflh.  I 
only  numbered,  all  told,  on  the  morning  of  the 
fifth,  previous  to  marchihg  to  Davis'  bridge, 
across  the  Hatchie  River,  five  hundred  and  fifty 
(550)  men.  Mine  was  the  rear  brigade  in  the 
division,  and  was,  owing  to  the  order  of  march 
of  that  day,  some  distance  in  rear  of  the  advance 
brigade,  which  became  engaged  with  a  greatly 
superior  force  of  the  enemy  immediately  after 
crossing  the  Elatchie  River.  When  the  can-' 
nonading  was  first  heard  in  front,  I  was  then 
crossing  the  l\iscumbia  River,  a  distanoe  of  five 
miles.  I  received  an  order  from  General  Mauir, 
while  crossing  the  river,  to  move  rapidly  to  the 
front  to  the  support  of  General  Moore.  I  moved 
forward,  Chen,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  at  the 
double^uick  most  of  the  way,  until  I  reached 
the  field  of  battle,  which  was  then  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river,  and  where  General  Phifer's 
brigade,  with  my  battery  of  artillery,  which  I 
had  sent  in  the  advance,  was  hotly  engaged  with 
the  enemy.  I  immediately,  after  ascertaining 
the  position  of  the  enemy,  formed  line  of  battle, 
and  placed  my  line  on  the  right  of  General 
Phifer's  brigade.  The  enemy  opened  fiz^  on 
us  at  once ;  we  replied  instandv,  and  conthiuei 
to  keep  up  a  perfect  musketry  duel  for  about  an 
hour,  when  I  found  my  cartridges  giving  out. 
I  immediately  issued  about  ton  (10)  rounds  of 
cartridges  to  the  men  and  renewed  the  fire^ 
which  was  continued  untO  the  enemy  ceased 
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firing  (except  their  BkimuBhers)  and  my  cart- 
ridgee  nad  given  ont.  I  sent  word  to  General 
Man^  that  my  ammnnition  had  given  out,  and 
that  I  conld  only  hope  to  hold  the  ground  with 
the  bayonet  should  the  enemy's  cavaliy  attempt 
to  charge  us.  Oeneral  Maury  then  ordered  me 
to  fall  back  to  the  timber  and  f^et  ammunition. 
After  receiving  this  order,  I  withdrew  my  men 
in  good  order,  with  a  loss  of  not  more  than  two 
killed  and  eight  wounded,  a  thing  unprecedented, 
considering  the  obstinacy  of  the  fight  that  had 
been  going  on  for  nearly  an  hour  and  a  half. 
While  witndrawing  my  men,  my  horse,  who  had 
become  very  frantic,  fell  on  me  and  injured  my 
thigh  and  hip  very  seriously,  completelv  paralyz- 
ing my  left  leg.  I,  however,  formed  my  Ime 
and  gave  the  command  of  the  few  that  were 
left  to  Colonel  Dookey,  as  I  was  unable  to  walk. 
In  this  action,  as  well  as  in  the  engagements  of 
Friday  and  Saturday,  I  cannot  particularize. 
Every  officer  and  man  seemed  willing  and  anx- 
ious to  meet  the  enemy,  and  the  daring  and  eal- 
lant  charge  made  on  &e  enemy's  breastwoncs, 
and  the  obstinacy  with  which  they  stood  in  an 
open  field  and  fought  the  enemy  partly  concealed 
in  the  woods,  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  at  Hatchie 
Baver,  will  bear  testimony  to  the  fact,  and  give 
them  a  just  claim  to  the  admiration  and  gratitude 
of  their  State  and  country,  and  will  cause  them 
to  mingle  their  tears  with  the  survivors  for 
the  hen)e8  who  have  fallen.  My  personal  staff, 
Major  John  King,  Adjutant-General,  Captain 
Bauour,  Inspector-General,  and  Lieutenant  Mar- 
shall BairBton,  A.  D.  C,  were  all  distinguished 
for  their  daring  and  bravery.  I  am  under  many 
obligations  for  the  promptness  with  which  they 
assisted  me  in  every  engagement ;  also,  to  my 
volunteer  Aids,  Lieutenant  Shepherd  and  Mr. 
Templeman,  who  were  conspicuous  for  daring 
and  gallantry  in  every  engagement,  under  every 
fire.  Major  Hooper,  Brigad e  Quartermaster,  and 
Major  Smith,  Brigade  Commissary,  as  well  as  the 
Surgeons  of  the  whole  brigade,  deserve  my  es^ 
pecial  thanks  for  the  zeal  and  energy  displayed 
in  the  field  and  everywhere  during  the  whole 
expedition. 

Captaip  Burnett,  Chief  of  Artillery,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Hogg,  commanding  Appeal  battery,  witJh 
hia  officers  and  men,  deserve  special  notice  for 
tiie  skill  and  efficiency  with  which  they  handled 
the  battery  and  poured  the  shot  and  shell  into 
the  enemy's  ranks. 

Before  closing,  I  must  return  my  sincere 
iliankB  to  the  officers  and  men  who  have  sur- 
vived, ibr  the  promptness,  daring,  and  cheeiful- 
ness  with  which  they  have  executed  every 
order,  and  ask  them  never  to  forget  the  daring 
and  heroism  of  the  noble  dead.  Arkansas, 
though  for  a  time  cast  in  gloom  for  her  lost 
Bons,  can  look  with  pride  to  the  daring  and  gal- 
lantly of  her  sons,  and  console  herself  with  the 
happy  thought  that  her  soldiers  are  equal  to 
any  and  second  to  none  amonest  those  who  are 
battling  for  Sojithem  independence. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  Cabeix. 

Biigadl«r-06Qeral,  oommandlng  Brigade. 


BEPORT  OF  BRIOADIER-GEtTERAL  MOORE. 

hbasquabxbbi  moobb's  j^ooaok,  asmt  op  the  wlst,) 

Camp  at  Lumpkin's  Mill,  v 

Nkax  Hollt  SpRDfOfl,  October  la,  1862.) 

Captain  D.  W.  Flowerree^  A.  A,  General : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the 
action  on  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  instants. 

This  brigade  was  composed  of  the  following 
regiments,  to  wit :  Second  Texas,  Colonel  W.  P. 
Rogers ;  Lyle's  Arkansas  regiment,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Pennington ;  BooneV  Arkansas  regiment, 
Lieutenant^ionel  Boone ;  Thirty-fifth  Missis* 
sippi  regiment.  Colonel  Wm.  L.  Barry ;  Forty- 
second  Alabama  regiment,  Colonel  John  W. 
Portis ;  Bledsoe's  battery,  Captain  H.  M.  Bled- 
soe— ^making  five  regiments  and  one  battery; 
totel  effective  strenrai,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-two  (1,892),  aoout 

On  the  morning  of  the  third  we  formed  in 
line  of  battle  near  the  road  leading  from  Poca- 
hontas to  Corinth,  and  distant  about  one-half 
mile  from  the  enemy's  outer  works.  Our  brigade 
here  occupied  the  right  of  the  line  formed  by 
Itlaury's  division,  our  right  resting  on  the  Mobile 
and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  Lovell's  forces  on  our 
right  beyond  the  road.  Sopn  Lovell's  forces 
engaged  the  enemy,  and  our  brigade  was  order- 
ed forward  across  a  corn-field  to  their  support, 
with  instructions  to  halt  on  reaching  the  timber 
on  tiie  opposite  side,  and  await  further  orders. 
On  reaching  the  point  designated,  a  part  of  the 
Second  Texas  and  one  company  of  the  Thir^- 
fifth  Mississippi  were  thrown  forward  as  skir- 
mishers, and  at  once  engaged  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters,  when  they  were  driven  back 
within  their  intrenchments.  We  here  lost  a  few 
men,  and  Major  W.  C.  Simmons,  commanding 
the  skirmishers,  was  wounded.  We  were  now 
ordered  forward  to  assault  the  enemy's  works. 
We  advanced  in  a  well-preserved  line  of  battle, 
considering  ^e  difficulties  of  the  ground,  and  on 
reaching  the  fallen  timber,  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
intrencluoaents,  we  charged  and  carried  die 
works  with  but  little  opposition,  except  on  our 
left,  where  the  For^-second  Alabama  was 
exposed  to  a  heavy  fire,  though  their  loss  in 
Idlled  and  wounded  was  but  eight  or  ten,  includ- 
ing one  officer.  This  regiment  advanced  with 
remarkable  steadiness,  this  being  their  first  en- 
gagement Advancing  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile 
we  were  halted  to  form  a  junction  with  Lovell's 
forces,  now  on  our  right,  which  we  failed  to  do. 
Our  skirmishers  again  soon  engaged  the  enemy 
and  were  driven  back  on  our  Ime,  which  led  to 
a  pevere  but  short  engagement,  in  which  we 
soon  related  the  enemy  and  drove  them  from 
their  position.  Here  an  unfortunate  mistake 
was  conunitted,  the  Forty-second  Alabama  fir- 
ing on  our  skirmishers,  mistaking  them  for  the 
enemy,  and  killing  and  wounding  several  officers 
and  men.  At  this  time  a  heavy  cannonading 
was  kept  up  at  some  distance  to  our  right,  from 
a  strong  work  of  the  enemy  about  two  nundred 
yards  south  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston 
Railroad.  Being  now  remforced  by  Colonel 
Johnson's  and  (Lionel  Dockey's  Arkansas  regi- 
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ments  we  changed  directions  to  the  right,  and 
throwing  forward  the  left  wing,  moved  in  the 
directioii  of  the  firing.  We  soon  reached  the  rail- 
road, having  our  line  nearly  parallel  to  it,  and  in 
crossing,  the  enemy  opened  on  us  a  most  ter- 
rific fire  from  the  hrow  of  a  hill  not  more  than 
sevenfy-five  yards  distant  The  enemy  opposed 
to  us  with  a  heavy  force,  being  formed  in  two 
Unes,  the  front  lying  on  the  ground  and  the 
other  firing  over  them.    This  awful  fire  stag- 

fered  us  but  for  a  moment,  and  as  soon  as  our 
ne  was  steadied  a  little,  we  chaiged,  drove 
them  IGrom  the  position,  and  carried  their  works, 
capturing  a  few  prisoners,  and  taking  a  large 
camp  with  their  supplies  of  commissary  and 
quartermaster's  stores.  On  discovering  our  ap- 
proach, the  enemy  removed  and  saved  their  guns. 
This  we  found  to  be  a  strong  work  in  a  firm 
position,  and  well  constructed.  From  the  posi- 
tion, we  judged  this  to  be  the  point  from  wnich 
a  cannonading  had  been  kept  up  during  the 
day. 

Being  now  separated  from  our  division,  and 
night  approaching  (it  being  between  three  and 
four  o'clock),  we  despatched  Lieutenant  McFar- 
land  to  report  to  Greneral  Maury  our  success, 
and  asked  for  orders.  In  the  course  of  half  an 
hour  General  Lovell  and  staft  came  up,  and,  on 
consultation,  we  ac^eed  to  form  a  line  of  battie 
perpendicular  to  me  railroad,  our  left  resting  on 
the  road,  and .  advance  towards  Corinth.  In 
about  an  hour  his  forces  came  up,  and  moved  to 
our  right  At  about  dusk,  while  awaiting  for  a 
notification  from  Gkneral  Lovell  to  advance, 
which  he  said  he  would  give  when  ready,  we 
received  orders  from  General  Maury  to  rejoin 
the  division,  and  take  positiou  on  Fhifer's  right, 
which  brought  us  on  the  hill  in  sight  of  Corinth, 
about  an  hour  and  a  half  after  dark,  where  we 
slept  on  our  arms  until  morning. 

At  early  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth, 
our  batteries  having  been  placed  in  front  of  our 
lines,  to  c^en  fire  on  Corinth,  the  brigade  was 
moved  by  the  left  flank  and  placed  in  rear  of  Fhi- 
fer's,  sheltered  by  timber  in  front  When  the 
firins  from  the  batteries  ceased,  we  moved  for- 
ward and  took  position  obliquely  to  the  right 
and  front  of  Pmfer's.  Our  skirmishers  were 
again  thrown  forward,  and  kept  up  a  sharp  en- 
g^ement  with  the  enemy  until  about  ten  o*dock. 
We  had  been  previously  notified  by  General 
Maury  that  we  would  advance  when  Hebert's 
division  made  the  attack  on  our  left— our  bri- 
gide  being  supported  by  Cabell's  on  the  right  and 
Phifer's  on  the  left  About  ten  o'clock  the  fir- 
ing on  our  left  became  heavy,  and  we  at  once 
gave  the  conmiand,  ''forward,"  sending  Lieu- 
tenant McFarland  to  notify  General  Maury  of 
our  advance  movement  We  had  not  gone  one 
hundred  yards  before  the  enemy  seemed  to  dis- 
cover our  designs,  and  at  once  opened  upon  us 
and  kept  up  the  severest  fire  I  ever  imagined 
possible  to  concentrate  on  one  point  in  front  of 
a  fortification.  Yet  we  suffered  but  little,  being 
protected  by  the  timber,  until  we  reached  the 
Urllen  timber  and  open  space  which  extended 


about  one  hundred  yards  in  front  of  &eir 
works. 

On  reaching  lids  point  we  charged  and  car- 
ried the  enemy's  works,  the  whole  extent  of  our 
line,  and  "  penetrated  to  the  very  heart  of  Cor- 
inth," driving  the  enemy  from  house  to  house, 
and  frequency  firing  in  at  the  windows  and 
driving  ti^em  out  llie  enemy  were  driven  from 
the  breastworks  in  great  confusion,  leaving 
their  guns,  some  with  their  teams  still  hitehed, 
while  others  had  their  horses  cut  loose  and  ran 
ofil  Our  men  brought  off  two  or  three  hoiacs 
which  they  found  hitched.in  the  streete  near  the 
Corinth  House,  their  owners  bein^  absent  The 
Forty'«econd  Alabama^  from  their  position  in 
line,  were  brought  in  front  of  a  strong  bastion, 
the  walls  of  which  they  found  too  high  to  scale, 
but  rushinff  to  the  embrasures  they  fired  three 
or  four  volleys,  driving  the  enemy  from  their 
guns,  and  then  entering  the  works  mounted  the 
parapet  and  planted  their  flag  on  the  walls. 
After  entering  the  works  we  found  ourselves 
opposed  by  an  overwhelmii^  force,  and  being 
without  support  and  our  line  beine  broken  and 
disordered  in  the  assault,  we  had  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  fall  back,  which  was  done.  Our 
loss  in  this  assault  was  very  severe.  Three  of 
the  five  regimental  conunanders  were  either 
killed  or  wounded.  I  can  bear  testimony  to  the 
coolness  and  gallantry  with  which  our  men  and 
officers  made  this  assault  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  troops  ever  displayed  greater  courage  in  so 
desperate  a  charge.  Iliis  was  our  last  engage- 
ment in  the  vicinity  of  Corinth.  Our  division 
beinsr  reformed  we  fell  back  on  the  road  to 
PocahontajB  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  At 
an  early  hour,  on  the  morning  of  the  fiifth  in- 
stant, our  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  front  to 
act  as  an  advance  guard ;  when  within  two  or 
three  ndles  of  Davis'  bridge  across  Hatchie, 
received  orders  to  push  forward,  cross  the 
bridge,  form  a  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  and  then  advance,  take  and  hold  the 
Heighte  of  Matamoras,  which  commaDda  the 
crossing  at  Davis'  bridge.  We  pushed  forward 
with  alT  possible  despatoh,  but  the  men  being' 
greatly  exhausted  and  weak  for  the  want  of  fooJ, 
and  the  previous  two  days'  hard  marching  and 
service,  when  we  reached  the  crossing  and 
formed  line,  we  did  not  have  more  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  men  in  ranks. 
We  formed  on  the  right,  opposite  the  battery 
established  by  Major  Burnett  on  the  left  of  Ih^ 
road.  As  we  filea  off  to  the  right,  the  enemy's 
batteries  opened  on  us  from  Qie  hiU  at  Mata- 
moras. The  Second  Texas,  being  in  the  rear, 
was  cut  off  by  the  fire,  and  did  not  form  in  Udb 
with  the  other  regimente.  Our  position  was 
now  in  a  narrow  strip  of  woods,  with  open 
fields  in  front  and  rear,  that  in  front  extending 
up  to  the  enemy's  position.  We  bad  been 
ordered  to  advance  with  our  left  on  &e  rood, 
which  would  have  carried  us  through  the  open 
fields  up  to  the  very  muzzles  #f  mo  enemy  • 
guns. 

Being  now  satisfied  that  the  hiD  was  occupied 
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in  force,  and  to  advance  with  otir  small  force 
would  only  prove  its  total  annihilation,  we  de- 
spatched Lieutenant  McFarland  to  the  rear  for 
reinforcements,  and  to  report  to  the  command- 
ing General  that  we  not  only  could  not  advance, 
but  we  thought  we  could  not  hold  our  present 
position  lone  without  assistance. 

During  this  time  the  enemy  contiDued  to  pour 
a  heavy  fire  into  the  battery  and  woods  occu- 
pied by  our  line,  in  which  we  lost  several  men 
Killed  and  wounded.  The  batteries  being  soon 
withdrawn,  the  enemy  soon  gave  us  their  whole 
attention,  out  we  still  held  our  position  until 
they  reached  our  left  flank  and  poured  into  us  a 
most  destructive  fire.  This  throw  o«r  line  into 
some  confusion ;  but,  rallying,  we  moved  to  the 
left,  faced  the  enemy,  and  opened  on  them. 

We  had  not  fired  more  than  two  or  three 
rounds  before  a  perfect  shower  of  balls  was 
poured  into  our  n^ht  flank  from  the  direction 
of  &e  corn-field  which  was  at  first  our  front 
I  am  satisfied  that  this  fire  came  firom  a  line 
which  had  been  previously  formed  in  the  field, 
and  had  been  concealed  by  lying  down  in  the 
grass  and  com.  We  now  saw  that  we  must 
either  fall  back  or  be  surrounded.  The  order 
was  given,  and  the  bridge  being  now  swept  by 
the  enemy's  fire,  the  men  cross^  at  such  points 
of  the  stream  as  they  found  to  be  most  conven- 
ient In  crossing,  many  of  them  lost  their 
guns.  This  manner  of  crossing  caused  the  men 
to  become  much  scattered,  but  as  they  were 
collected,  they  joined  Cabell's  and  Phifer's  bri- 

fades  and  continued  the  fight  Our  loss  at  the 
ridge  was  considerable,  nuJdng  the  entire  loss 
of  the  brigade  during  the  three  days  fight  very 
heavy,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompan3ring  re- 
port It  is  impossible  at  nresent  to  make  an 
accurate  report  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  in  battle,  as  the  Thirty-fifth  Mississippi 
dispersed  after  the  fight  at  Davis'  bridge,  there 
being  now  present  some  forty  men,  and  one 
lin^-officer,  Lieutenant  Henry.  From  the  best 
information  we  can  obtain  we  are  assured  that 
Qiany  of  the  ofiicers  and  men  have  gone  to  their 
homes.  This  conduct  on  their  part  is  astonish- 
ine  and  unaccountable,  for  the  regiment  acted 
nobly  and  did  Vood  service  during  the  three 
days'  fighting.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  their 
commander.  Colonel  Barry,  was  not  present,  he 
having  been  sent  to  Corinth,  under  filae  of  truce 
to  bury  the  dead.  He  is  a  gallant  and  efScient 
officer,  of  whom  his  State  may  well  be  proud. 

Without  a  single  exception,  to  our  knowle<^e, 
the  officers,  one  and  all,  did  their  duty  nobly 
during  the  severe  engagements.  If  I  mention 
one  in  this  connection,  I  must  mention  all  or  do 
injustice.  Corporal  J.  A.  Going,  of  the  Forty- 
second  Alabama,  deserves  particulBr  notice. 
He  was  color-bearer,  and  tnough  once  shot 
down,  he  gallantly  bore  the  flag  through  the 
fight  on  the  fourth. 

Private  Morgan,  of  Company  H,  Boone's  regi- 
ment, is  reponed  as  havmg  acted  witii  great 
gallanlzy.    The  flag  of  Lyle's  regiment  was  torn 


into  tatters  by  the  enemy's  shots,  and  when  last 
seen,  the  Color-bearer,  Herbert  Sloane,  of  Com- 
paqy  D,  was  going  over  the  breastworks,  wav- 
ing a  piece  over  his  head  and  shouting  for  the 
Southern  Confederacy. 

I  am.  Captain,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MOOBB, 

BrlgAdier'Oeneral,  commanding  Brigade, 

BEPOBT  OF  COLONEL  W.  H.  JACKSON. 


HKADQDARBS  CATALKff  AlDCT  OF  THWJIMM^  1 

WAnBsiQso,  Norember  18,  IWl.       J 

JUqfor  M,  M,  Eimmdy  A.  A^  G.,  Army  if  Wesi 
Tmnesaee,  Abbevittef  M88, : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  report  df 
the  operations  of  my  brigade  of  cavalry  (First 
Mississippi  cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  F.  A.  Montgomery,  and  my  qwn  regi- 
ment, commanded  by  Lieutenant^lonel  J.  \3t. 
Stocks),  at  the  late  battle  of  Corinth  and  retreat 
from  that  place.  * 

During  the  battle  my  brifi;ade  was  divided : 
^uadrons  attached  to  Drigaaes  of  infantry  ana 
acting  on  the  flanks.  With  eight  companies  I 
made  a  reconnoissance  south  of  Corinth,  eu- 
^ed  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  repulsed  them 
m  gallant  style.  Returning,  I  advanced  the 
command  to  the  fortifications  on  College  TTill^ 
where  I  engaged  the  enemy  in  force  after  the 
main  body  of  our  troops  had  withdrawn.  I 
then  withdrew  my  command  without  serious 
loss  and  brought  up  the  rear  of  the  army.  I 
was  then  ordered  to  nienzi,  under  Genenral  Arm- 
strong; received  orders  cotmtermanding  that 
moVe  on  our  arrival  at  Kossutii. 

The  firing  having  commenced  at  Davis' 
bridge,  near  Pocahontas,  we  proceeeded  with 
both  commands  to  the  Ripley  and  Pooihontas 
road  ;  advanced  up  that  road  to  within  one  mile 
and  a  half  of  Pocahontas,  threatening  the  ene- 
my's rear,  engaging  them  in  a  brilliant  skirmish, 
which  was  a  move  very  favorable  towards  sav- 
ing the  train  of  wagons.  I  held  tiiat  position 
all  night  with  my  brigade,  and  fell  back  before 
the  enemy  next  day.  From  that  time  the  bri- 
gade was  engaged  in  bringing  up  the  rear  of 
the  army,  skirmishing  all  the  time  with  the 
enemy  to  Ripley. 

Owing  to  unavoidable  circumstances,  the  bri- 
gade was  without  rations  for  three  days.  The 
officers  and  men  all  behaved  with  coolness  and 
gallantry,  and  suffered  all  the  hardships  inci- 
dent to  the  march,  with  a  spirit  worthy  of  good 
soldiers.  Where  all  behaved  so  well,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  mention  by  name.  I  would  es- 
pecially notice,  however.  Lieutenant  Henry  W. 
Watkins,  Company  A,  Jackson's  regiment  cav- 
alry ;  also,  Corpond  Broohus  and  Privates  Brit- 
ton  and  Barton,  Company  C.  same  regiment; 
also,  Captain  Gadi  Herron,  Lieutenant  Uravens, 
and  Lieutenant  Foote,  First  regiment  Mississip- 
pi cavalry.  The  latter  (Lieutenant  Foote)  en- 
gaged the  enemy's  advance  and  checked  them 
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in  a  most  gallant  manner.  Tlie  report  from 
Armstrong's  brigade  does  not  mention  anj  one 
especially  by  name.  They  all  behaved  with 
coolness  and  ^Uantnr. 

I  am.  Major,  with  hi^h  respect, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
H.  W.  Jaoksok, 

Oolonel  and  Chief  of  Cavalry,  Army  West  Ttonn. 
GENERAL  FRIGE  TO  GENERAL  YAK  DORM. 


TCPKLO,  August  4,  1M2.        / 

JHqfor-General  Earl  Van  Dom,  commanding 
District  of  ike  Mississippi  : 

GsNEBAL :  1  telegraphed  yon  yesterday  that 
despatches  from  General  Bragg  make  it  almost 
impossible  for  me  to  reinforce  General  Breckin- 
ridge. He  says,  veryjpointedly,  that  West 
Tennessee  is  now  open  to  my  army,  intimating 
that  he  expected  me  to  enter  it ;  and  I  do  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  disregard  such  an  intimation, 
when  I  consider  the  very  important  relations 
which  this  army  bears  to  that  in  East  I'eunessee. 
I  cannot  get  possession  of  the  railroad  befoi;^ 
Thursday.  It  will  then  take  at  least  a  week  to 
transport  to  this  point  the  troops,  etc.,  which 
will  be  brought  hither  preparatory  to  a  forward 
movement  I  regret  very  much  that  I  have  to 
submit  to  this  unavoidable  delay,  and  I  cannot 
think  of  protracting  it,  except  under  compulsion 
of  the  greatest  necessity.  To  attempt  to  rein- 
force General  Breckinridge  would  protract  it 
indefinitely.  The  success  of  the  campaign 
depends  now  upon  the  promptness  and  boldness 
of  our  movements,  and  the  ability  which  we  may 
manifest  to  avail  ourselves  of  our  present 
advantages.  The  enemv  are  still  transporting 
their  troops  from  Corinth  and  its  vicinity  east- 
ward. They  wiU,  by  the  end  of  this  weefc,  have 
reduced  its  force  to  its  minimum.  We  should 
be  quick  to  take  advantage  of  this,  for  they  will 
soon  begin  to  eet  in  rei&forcemenis  under  the 
late  call  for  volunteera.  The  present  obstructed 
condition  of  the  railroad  is  another  reason  for 
instant  action.  In  fact  every  consideration 
makes  it  important  that  I  shall  move  forward 
without  a  day's  unnecessary  delay.  •  I* earnestly 
desire  your  co-operation  m  such  a  movement, 
and  will,  as  I  have  before  said,  be  glad  to  place 
my  army  and^myself  under  your  command  in  that 
contingency.*  The  very  names  of  yourself  and 
General  Breckinridge  would  bring  thousands  to 
our  ranks,  and  carry  dismay  to  those  of  the 
enemy.  You  speak  in  your  dispatch  of  the 
frightful  amount  of  sickness  in  General  Breckin- 
ri(&e's  division.  I  fear  that  the  sweltering  heats 
of  tills  latitude  will  soon  begin  to  tell  f^rfully 
upon  my  own  ranks,  and  am,  for  that  reason,  the 
more  anxious  to  take  them  northvrard,  where, 
too,  we  maygain  aooesrions  from  those  Tennes- 
seeans  and  Kentuckians  who  have  seen  and  felt 
the  wretchedness  of  Norliiem  domination. 

Captain  Loughbrou^h  will  deliver  this  com- 
munication to  you,  ana  explain  more  particularly 
the  condition  of  mings  in  this  viciiuty.  Hease 
inform  me,  by  telegraph,  of  your  determination, 


BO  that  in  the  event  of  its  being  favorable,  we 

may  concert  a  plan  of  operations. 

I  am.  General, 

With  the  profoundest  respect^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Stsblikg  FtoCE, 

Major-GeocnL 

M.  M.  EimnL, 

MJOw  end  A.  A.  Q. 

GENERAL  BRAGG  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

HiAOQUABTBiis  DBPAsmrr  So,  2,  1 

CbATTAKOooA,  Tsinf.,  August  11,  ISO.  J 

Mqjor-Ghneral  E,  Van  Dom^  commanding  De- 
partment of  the  Mississippi : 

General  :  In  view  of  the  operations  from  here 
it  is  very  desirable  to  press  the  enemy  cloeely 
in  West  Tennessee.  We  learn  their  forces 
there  are  being  rapidly  reduced,  and  when  our 
movements  become  known  it  is  certain  they 
must  throw  more  forces  into  Middle  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky  or  lose  those  regions.  If  jou 
hold  them  in  check,  we  are  sure  or  success  here ; 
but  should  they  reinforce  here  so  as  to  defy  as, 
then  vou  may  redeem  West  Tennessee,*  and 
probably  aid  us  by  crossing  the  enemy's  rear. 

I  cannot  give  you  specific  instructions,  as  cir- 
cumstances and  military  conditions  in  your  front 
may  yary  materially  from  day  to  day.  To  move 
yuur  avfiolabie  force  to  Holly  Springs  by  railroad, 
thence  into  West  Tennessee,  co-operating  with 
General  Price,  who  will  move  soon  towutls 
Corinth ;  or  to  move  to  Tupelo  by  rail  and  join 
Price,  are  suggestions  only.  Positive  instruc- 
tions, except  to  strike  at  the  most  assailable 
point,  cannot  be  given  when  so  little  is  known, 
and  when  circumstances  may  change  daily.  Of 
course,  when  you  join  Price,  your  rank  gives 
you  command  of  the  whole  force.  I  enclose  a 
copy  of  Captain  Jones*  inspection  report.  Many 
of  the  points  in  it  require  your  immediate  atten- 
tion :  1st  Most  important  is  the  prompt  reduc- 
tion of  your  li^ht  artillery.  You  have  enough 
for  an  army  ot  one  hundred  thousand  men.  It  is 
impossible  to  kee^  it  all  up  and  be  effective.  To 
keep  it  all  ineffective  must  be  avoided.  Eight 
batteries  of  four  (4)  guns. each  is  ample  for  your 
present  force.  As  you  cannot  dlschaige  the 
companies  without  authority  frt>m  tlie  Waz  De- 
partment, I  suggest  that  you  dismount  them, 
giving  such  horses  and  material  as  they  baye  to 
make  other  corps  effective,  and  transfer  the 
officers  and  men  to  your  heavy  batteries,  reliev- 
ing infiwtry ;  or  you  could  arm  tiiem  as-iniantry 
and  put  them  in  the  field.  Some  companies,  l 
see,  are  still  being  equipped.  Put  a  stc^  to  it 
immediately.  Other  parts  of  the  report,  too, 
require  your  prompt  consideration,  especially  in 
the  Stan  department  The  reports  from  the 
Medical  Inspector,  coming  in,  ar«  equally  misat- 
isfactory. 

Your  short  time  in  command  and  close  engage- 
ment at  Vicksburg  have  allowed  you  but  littid 
time  for  these  matters,  but  I  trust  you  will  be 
able,  through  intelligent  and  effiActive  staff  offi- 
cers, in  correcting  some  of  the  evils  soon.  It 
is  with  deep  regret  I  see  you  lose  General  Til- 
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lep^e,  as  I  consider  him  equal  to  any  officer  in 

the  service.     Brieadier-General   Duncan,  and 

perhaps  others  exchanged,  will  soon  be  with  ns, 

when  you  shall  be  attended  to. 

I  am,  General, 

Most  respectfaDj  and  tmly  yours, 

Braxton  Brago. 
General,  oomiDHidlBf. 

M.  M.  KnniBL, 

Uajor,  and  A.  A.  O. 

GENERAL  BRAGO  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

HKiOQUAKTms  DvABrnmiT  Na  S.        ) 
CtoAiBAKOooA,  TBanuB,  August  27, 1802.  J 

Mc^or-Oeneral  Earl  Van  Dom^  oommamding 
District  cf  the  BiRtiissippi,  Jackson,  Misa. : 

Ormiral  :  We  move  from  here  immediately — 
later,  by  some  days,  than  expedled,  bat  in  time, 
we  hope,  for  a  snccessfnl  campaign.  Baell  has 
certainly  fallen  back  from  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Railroad,  and  will  probably  not  make 
a  stand  this  side  of  Nashville,  if  there.  He  is 
now  fortifying  at  that  place. 

General  E.  K.  Bmith,  reinforced  by  two  bri- 
gades from  this  army,  has  turned  Cumberland 
Gap,  uid  is  now  marching  on  Lexington,  Ken- 
tacl^.  Qeneral  Morgan  (Yankev)  is  thus  cut 
off  n-om  all  supplies.  General  Humphrey  Mar- 
shall is  to  enter  Eastern  Kentucky  from  Western 
Virginia.  We  shall  thus  have  Buell  pretty  well 
disposed  of. 

'  Sherman  and  Rosecrans  we  leave  to  you  and 
Price,  satisfied  you  can  dispose  of  them,  and  we 
oonfidently  hope  to  meet  you  upon  the  Ohio. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Braxton  Bragg, 
OeDerml,  oommandlng. 
M.  M.  KXMKKL. 

GENERAL  ARMSTRONG  TO  GENERAL  PRICE. 

MnmmcBO,  rm  kbmb  iouth  or  Biilitab,  \ 

Aaguat  80, 1802.     / 

Minor  Sneedf  Assistant  Ac^tOant'Chnercd : 

Just  finished  whipping  the  enemy  in  from 
off  Bolivar.  Ran  in  town.  I  believe  fhey  will 
leave  the  conntiy.  West  Tennessee  is  almost 
free  of  the  invaders.  All  needed  is  an  advance  of 
the  infantry.  They  estimate  their  force  at  ten 
thousand*  I  believe  they  have  only  about  six 
thousand.  Captain  Fkyor  will  give  you  the  de- 
tails. I  send  seventy-one  prisoners  to  General 
ViUepigue — four  commandmg  officers.  There 
are  strong  works  in  the  rear  of  Bolivar,  and  I 
did  not  enter  the  town,  as  it  would  only  have 
caused  them  to  shell  it^  without  giving  me  any 
advantage. . 

Ton  will  hear  from  us  again  in  a  day  or  two. 

F.  C.  Abhstronq. 

M*  M>  Knnnp.^ 

Mi^,  and  A.  A.  a 


OKfSRAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  TAN  DORN. 
Hbadqu. 


Dwwur  Of  m ' 
TonLO,  Septembw  %  tSSH, 


} 

McffoT'Oenerdl   Van  Dom,  commanding  Dis- 
trict qf  the  Mississiopi,  Jacikson,  iOss.t 
GnncRAL :  I  received,  last  nighty  a  despatch  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy : 


"  IJQUAICHB  ViiLiT,  Angut  29^ 

"  7b  Omeral SterUng Price: 

"Buell's  force  is  in  full  retreat  upon  Nash- 
ville, destroying  th^ir  stores.  Watch  Rose- 
crans  and  prevent  a  junction ;  or  if  he  escapes 
you  follow  him  dosely. 

"Braxton  Bragg." 

1  feel  that  this  order  reduires  me  to  advance 
immediately,  and  I  shall  nave  my  whole  com- 
mand ready  to  move  in  three  days.  That  portion 
of  my  cavalry  which  did  not  accompany  General 
Armstrong,  has  been  ordered  forward  to  Boone- 
ville,  and  General  Little  is  moving  his  division 
to  Guntown  and  Baldwin.  I  hope  that  nothing 
will  prevent  you  from  coming  forward  without 
delay,  with  all  your  disposable  trooi)s.  Be 
pleased  to  telegraph  your  aetermination  in  such 
way,  however,  that  it  will  not  be  understood  by 
others,  and  to  write  to  me  fully  by  my  Aide-do- 
Camp,  Lieutenant  Wood,  who  will  hand  this  to 
you. 

I  enclose  for  vour  information  copies  of  a  let- 
tor  from  General  Bragg,  dated  August  twenty- 
seventh,  and  of  a  despateh  from  General  Arm- 
strong, announcing  the  result  of  an  engagement 
in  front  of  Bolivar. 

I  am.  General,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

Sterling  Price, 

MiOor-GMienL 

M.  M.  KiMinp*, 

lUJiot,  KOA  A.  A.  G. 
FROM  GENERAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

HBADQUiATBH  DlSnUOf  Of  TBM  IftiWlHIMl,! 

TupBLo,  September  4, 1001     j 

Mqjop-Qenend  Eearl  Van  Dom,  commanding 
District  of  the  Mississippi  : 

General  :  One  of  your  staff  officers,  Colonel 
Lomaz,  having  requested  me  to  do  so,  I  state, 
for  your  information,  that  I  can  put  in  the  field 
thirteen  thousand  infantry,  three  thousand  cav- 
alry, and  eight  hundred  artillery,  tffective  total; 
that  they  are  supplied  with  transportation  and 
ammunition,  as  prescribed  in  General  Bragg's 
last  general  orders ;  that  subsistence  has  been 
provided  to  the  first  day  of  October ;  that  the 
commissary  trains  wiD  transport  seven  days' 
provisions,  and  that  I  will  have  arms  for  all  my 
troops,  includine  those  exchanged  prisoners  that 
General  Bragg  has  been  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
me. 

I  am^  General,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Steruno  Pbiob, 

MlJor-Otnanl 

M.  M.  KmWi, 

Mijar,  and  A.  A.  G. 

GENERAL  FRICB  TO  GENERAL  YAK  DORK. 

HIUBQiFAHMS  Vmrmtot  or  m  Tiwiiwnw,  \ 
Thru),  Soptembw  6, 1809L     > 

Mqfor-General  Sari  Vim  Dom,  commanding 
District  of  the  3CSssissippi,  Jackson: 
General  :  I  have  received  your  reply  to  my 
letter  of  the  second  instant,  and  regret  veiy 
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mnoh  that  you  cannot  moye  in  this  direction  at 
once. 

I  feel  that  (General  Bragg's  iDstrnctions  and 
the  Bituatlon  of  affairs  withm  my  district,  alike 
compel  me  to  keep  near  the  line  of  the  road.  If 
I  move  towards  Holly  Springa,  as  you  suggeat, 
I  not  onl^  endanger  the  safety  of  the  road,  wnich 
is  essential  to  the  supply  of  my  armv,  but  I  ex- 
pose my  supplies  of  every  kind,  and  the  yalua- 
ole  workshoDS  and  public  property  at  Columbus 
and  Gainesville,  to  acstnicuon  by  the  enemj.  I 
learn  that  a  cavalry  force  of  thieyea,  seventeen 
thousand  strone,  is  even  now  within  forty-oight 
hours'  inarch  oT  Columbns. 

(General  Bragg's  ordera  also  compel  me  to 
keep  close  watch  upon  Rosecrans,  and  I  hear 
that  he  is  now  at  luka,  and  crossing  his  army  at 
Eastport  I  am,  therefore,  pushing  my  army 
slowly  forward,  and  shall  remove  my  own  head- 
auarters  to  Guntown  on  Sunday ;  I  shail  Hien 
aetermine  bv  what  route  to  aavance.  I  shall 
keep  you  fully  advised  of  my  moyements,  so  that 
wo  may  co-operate  or  unite  our  forces,  as  may 
be  most  advisable. 

I  am,  General,  very  sincerely, 

Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

Stebldto  Pbicb, 

Ifagor-General. 
M.  M.  KlMWET^, 

Ueatenaat-ObloMl,  and  lDfp6etor-6«ntnl. 

COMSRAL  PBICB  TO  QEKERAL  TAN  DORN. 

By  tdegrctph  from  Ivkcu 

SiTiiDAT,  SeptemlMr  14,  ISeSL 

Gentral  Van  Dom: 

Rosecrans  has  gone  westward  with  about  ten 
thousand  men.  I  am  ready  to  co-operate  with 
you  in  an  attack  upon  Corinth.  My  courier 
awaits  your  answer.  SrsBLiNa  Price, 

M.  M.  KnofSL. 

0KN1ERAL  PRICK  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 


Hjudqu. 


luKA,  Beptomber  17, 18S2.     { 


Muijor-Omardl  Earl  Van  Bom^ 
District  if  the  Miasinippi: 
Gbmkral:  I  entered  this  town  with  wy  army 
on  last  Sunday  morning.  The  rear  guard  of 
Rosecrans'  army  evacuated  it  at  my  approadi, 
and  are  retreating  westward.  I  tdecraphed  you 
immediately,  proposing  a  combinea  movement 
upon  Corinth,  and  sent  the  despatch  by  special 
messenger  to  Guntown,  with  instructions  to  for- 
ward it  to  you  immediately,  and  to  await  your 
reply.  I^s  has  not  been  receiyed  yet  I  hope 
that  you  will  answer  me  at  onoe,  for  General 
Bragg  has  just  sent  me  another  despatch,  in 
these  words: 

•*  Ek  both  to  Xtarrcoor,  S^ptembflr  12, 1802. 

**  By  the  preceedinga  of  a  o(M|iicil  of  war  in 
NashyiUe,  ciuptured  by  us,  it  seems  Rosecrans, 
with  part  of  his  army,  is  there.  I  haye  anx- 
iously ezpeoted  your  advance,  and  tmat  tt  will 
not  longer  be  delayed.  BsAZTOir  Braoo." 


I  cannot  remain  inactiye  any  longer,  and  must 
move,  either  witih  you  again^  Rosecrans,  or  to- 
wards Kentucky.    The  courier  who  takes  this 
to  you  will  bring  your  reply. 
I  am,  yery  respectfully, 

lour  obedient  servant, 

Stjeruno  Pbicb, 

M.  M.  S^onoEL, 

lliyor,«iul  A.  A.  a 
GBNERAL  price  10  OBNERAL  YAH  DORN. 

Tit^gram. 

lOKA,  0Bpl0Biber  M,  laei. 
Genared  Van  Bam: 

I  will  make  the  moyement  prq;>o0ed  in  your 
despatch  of  the  sixteenth  instant  Boemy  con- 
oentrating  against  me.  Please  mafcademonatnir 
tion  towards  RieuEi.  Have  written  by  courier. 
Send  your  telegrams  to  Tupelo. 


M.  M.  ElMMEL, 

MaOor,  and  A.  A.  O. 


M^jor^taMnl,  ooBu&Hidla^ 


OBNKRAL  mCB  TO  GENERAL  VAN  CORN. 

BLiiDim,  SiptoinlMr  83,  Ifitt. 

Oeneral  Earl  Van  Dom: 

I  will  leaye  here  on  Friday  morninff,  twentletii. 
Wrote  you  this  morning  stating  timt  I  would 
meet  you  at  Ripley.  As  you  know  more  of  tiie 
country,  if  any  point  be  better  state  it,  and  I 
will  meet  you  there. 

A  few  days  ago  the  enemy's  atictigUi  was 
thirty-five  thousand.  I  learn  diattiiej  are  leav- 
ing in  the  direction  of  Jackson,  and  whether  we 
atteok  them  or  not  before  receiving  our  ex- 
changed prisoners,  it  is  important  that  we  should 
unite. 

Stbblino  Price, 

lfiOar-G«o6nL 
M.  M.  KiMMEL,     - 

Mi^or,  and  A.  A.  a 

GENERAL  BRAGG  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORK 

Hkadquaksbs  DvAHvnnr  Va,  2,    \ 
Babdovwii,  Kt'.,  Septamber  96^  IStt.  j 

Mofor-Cfenercd  Van  Dom: 

General:  We  have  driven  and  drawn  the 
enemy  clear  back  to  the  Ohio.  Push  your  co^ 
umns  to  our  support  and  arouse  the  people  to 
reinforce  us.  We  have  thousands  of  arms  with- 
out men  to  handle  them. 

Nashville  is  defended  by  only  a  weak  dlvisinn, 
Bowling  Green  by  only  a  regiment  8weepthcm 
ofif  and  push  up  to  the  Ohio.  Secure  the  heavy 
guns  at  these  places  and  we  will  aecnre  the 
Tennessee  and  Oomberland  Riveis.  All  depends 
on  rapid  movements.  Trusting  to  your  encrpy 
and  zeal,  we  shall  confidently  expect  a  di veraion 
in  our  favor  againal  the  overwhelming  fucc« 
now  concentrating;  in  onr  front 

Respectful  and  truly  yours, 

Braxton  BsAiOo, 

M.M.  KlKMBL, 

lli4ar,MuiA  A.a 
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Majob  :  I  have  the  honor  to  snWU  like  foCo w- 
iDg  report  of  the  baCtle  near  Kernstown  *  Ya., 
on  Sondigr,  the  twentv-third  of  March,  1862. 
On  tha  preceding  Friday  evening  a  deBp^tch 
was  received  from  Goloxiel  Turner  Ashby,  com- 
manding the  cavahry,  stating  that  the  enemy  had 
evaeoated  StEMburg.  Apprehenaive  that  the 
Jedenda  wonld  leave  thia  inilitary  diatrict^  I  d&- 
tasB^Ded  to  fbOow  tlieia  with  aJl  my  available 
fwoe.  AAhf  with  hia  oavalrv  and  Chews'  \&ir 
taiy  wa  alxHttidy  in  front.  Ck>loneI  S.  £.  Fulker* 
aoD'a  brigade,  ooqfiatinj^  of  the  Twenly-third 
and  Thirty<«evanth  regiments  Virginia  voIud- 
taaia,  and  ShuMker's  battery,  waa  near  Wood- 
atoek. 

Srigadier-Genend  R,  B,  OaTDett's  brigade, 
ff^^iwi^^»g  oCtha  detond.  Fomrtih,  Fifth,  Twenty?- 
aeveaUi,  and  ThirW-third  regiments  of  Tirgima 
velanteera,  and  MoLaqghlin's,  Carpenter's,  and 
Watera'  battariea,  was  near  two  miles  beloV 
Mooat  JaoksoD. 

Oakfoeik  J.  8.  Biuka'  brffj^^,  consiBtbi;  of  the 
Twea^-firat,  Ferty-aeoono,  and  Farty-ei«nth  re(^ 
iments  Virginia  volmiteers,  and  the  First  Vir- 
ginia batla&n  P.  A.  0.  SL,  and  Maiye's  battery, 
waa  near  two  mttaa  above  Mount  Jackson*  The 
time  briasdaa  were  ordered  to  march  at  dawn 
of  tlia  f oUowiB^  likening* 

All  the  regjmanta  except  the  Forty-eighth, 
Ct^aal  Mm  Csmifballi  which  waa  tlie  rear 
goard,  trrived  withm  a  mile  or  two  of  Kenu^ 
town  by  two  o'clock  ?.  il  on  the  twenly-third, 
and  direotioaa  ware  given  for  bivooackini^ 
]>oriDg  the  march,  infannation  had  reached  me 
from  a  reliable  source  that  the  Federals  weie 
aendng  df  their  stores  ipd  troops  from  Wip- 
olMatar;  and  after  arriviag  near  Jt^ustown,  I 
laaned  from  a  aoaroe  Whicii  had  been  remarka- 
ble flbr  its  rehabilily,  that  tke  enemy's  infan 
Covoe  at  Wincheater  did  sot  exoeea  four  r 
DMla  A  lai^a  Federal  force  waa  leaving  tne 
vall#f,  and  md  alreadv  reached  Oaatleman's 
F^etty,  on  the  Shwnandosli.  Thoigh  it  was  veiy 
desirable  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  leaving  the 
vdley,  yet  I  demedk  beat  n«i  ta  attsdc  until 


But  aabaaqoanto  asaiUiiaiM  4bat  the  Fed- 
erab  had  a  poaidcn  ftt)m  whiah  our  forces 
could  be  seen,  I  concluded  thni  itwoald  be  daa- 
maua  ta  posi||Kma  ittill  the  next  d^^,  aa  rain- 
fareemeots  migh*  ba  brought  w^  dn«ug  the 
niaht  After  ascertaining  that  flia  troopa-  |Myrt 
ofwhfoh  bad  jasKCbad  cares  fenrteen  uuea  smce 
dawn,  and  Gamelt's  od  Bulks'  hrigaoes,  which 
had  made  a  Ibroad  msrck  of  near  tnHreo((y-Ava 
mHea  tha  day  praviena— were  in  good  spirits  at 

•  Ihlibattto  Is  jMBflMUr  ftaown  m  th«  tetlto  oT  Wlachw- 
iar     <80eyol.  4,  RebeDlonR0Dora,ptct8S8.) 
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Iha  ptinpaot  of  meetiaf  the  enemy,  I  de- 
tsi'Siiuad  to  advance  at  once.  Leavine  Colonel 
Aaliby  wMi  hia  oommand  on  the  Valtoy  tum- 
Ifike,  with  ColoBel  Barks'  brigade  aa  a  support 
to  tba  btttariea,  and  abo  to  act  aa  a  reserve,  I 
Bovad  with  one  piece  of  Csrpenter's  battery 
and  Ookmel  FnlkeMon's  brigade,  supported  by 
Qaneial  QaRmtfs  to  oar  lift,  fw  the  purpose  of 
seodriag  a  commandlBg  position  on  tne  enengr's 
righty  and  thus,  turning  iikn  \ty  that  flank,  force 
hfia  back  from  his  strong  position  in  frx>nt, 
whMk  prevented  a  dk«ot  Mvance.  Soon  after 
Casyltfin  Carpsatar  brooght  tq»  hia  otlur  pieces, 
also  MoUiqphlin's  sttd  Watera'  battviea  came 
forward,  Ibe  endnanoa  waa  reached,  ssid  the 
three  battvia^  imder  tfa€(ir  reepealive  Cbptsias, 
oamnanaad  pkytog  apon  fte  enemy,  whose 
position  was  bow  eomoaoded.  We  continued 
to  advaaca  our  artittary.  keeping  up  a  oontinu- 
aaa  lira  upon  tha  Feaenib  upon  our  right; 
whilst  Ookmal  Mm  Uhcls  wHfa  bis  regi- 
ment,  tiie  Twenty -aaveatti,  wifli  ita  akirmiidiers 
thrown  forward,  kepi  in  advanoe  and  opened 
the  infantry  engagement  in  whieh  it  waa  aup* 
parted  by  the  Twaaty-Drat,  under  Lieoleaant- 
Goloae)  i.  M.  Firtton,  aa  no  other  reguMat  of 
Oaraett'a  had  vat  aoma  up.  Wall  did  these  two 
regiments  do  their  duty,  onvmg  back  the  enemy 
twice  in  ouick  aoaoaasMi.  Soon  aiBovere  wound 
oonpettea  the  noble  leader  of  tfia  Twenty- 
seventh  to  levra  iha  Md,  and  iia  oonBand 
devolvad  upon  ita  liantsnantCSdlonal,  tiie  daunt- 
less Grigshy  9  great  pfuiae  is  due  to  the  officers 
and  ttien  of  bath  regimenta.  Colonel  Fulkeiaoa 
having  advanced  his  brigade,  conafeting  of  the 
Tweo^-thM  aad  TUrty-aaveaitb,  whieh  were 
fsepecttrely  under  liantenaait^okiiel  Taliaferro, 
and  UeutsaaatCotonal  R.  P.  OMVon,  to  the  left 
of  Colonel  Ediols,  jndiciaushr  posted  it  behind 
a  stone  wall,  towuds  whkh  the  enemy  was 
rapidly  advaaoing,  and  opanad  a  deatraotive 
fire,  which  drave  the  MarAen  fbtess  m  great 
disopder,  aflsr  sustaining  a  heavr  Idea,  and 
leaving  the  ookwa  of  oae  ef  the«  regiBMMto 
upon  vie  field. 

This  part  of  the  enemy's  routed  troops  hav- 
ing, to  aeaoe  axtsaiynllied  in  another  peafttion, 
wars  also  drtaan  from  Ihia  by  Colonel  Fulker* 
son.  Tha  oOaera  and  men  of  tbia  brigade  userit 
special  meaHon.  Baon  after  the  Twenty- 
seveaih  had  beeome  eagagadf  Geaaral  Gamett, 
wlti  tha  Seaond.  Fourth,  and  Thirty4hird  lagi- 
menta.  acmmnnaed  remwciively  by  Colonel  J. 
W.  AJQan,  Liaatennt^Jokmel  a^A.  Ransld,  and 
Ookmel  A.  a  OaniaihM  nwved  ferwaad  and 
jotoed  hi4he  hattla,  wMah  iMr  hacMia  ganeraL 

Tha  Fliat  Virginia  batliibB,  P.  A.&a,  wider 
Qt9>tain  It ».  Kridgferd,  tfaangh  it  nnfertunately 
became  separated  in  advancing,  wa^  in  tha  m^ 
gagement,  and  from  near  five  to  hal&paat  six 
p.  v.,  there  waa  shnoat  a  continuoua  roai;  of 
ttUshatiyi  ftos  enemy's  vepnlaed  regnianta 
weM  replaaed.by  flrash  anas  from  hia  laige 
mssiiif»  Aa>  the  amamaitiaa  off  aome  nf  anr 
mA  heOMna  eadhaiistsd,  noMe  inatancea  were 
seen  <rf  thefr  borrowing   from  comradea  by 
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-whose  sides  the j  ccmtitnad  to  fighiy  m  ihov^ 
TesoWed  to  die  rather  thao  give  vaj.  iMmtm- 
aotColonel  Ronald,  cwmmiHwiiay  flk»  Fovtii, 
having  been  ii^jorad  durwg  the  eaxfj  paii  of 
the  eongement  by  Mug  thiown  kom  faAi 
hone,  me  oommand  of  the  regiment  deveftv«d 
upon  Mi^  A.  Qw  Pendkion.  TWvgh  o«r 
troops  were  ficfating  mder  great  diMdvaft- 
tageSy  I  regret  laat  fienenil  Qarnetl  shoold  have 
given  the  order  to  kJl  httk,  aa  otherwise  the 
enemy's  advanse  would,  at  least,  have  keen  re- 
tarded, and  the  remaiaing  part  ef  n^  inlhultji 
reserve  have  had  a  better  ^pwtuiilgr  for  ooia- 
ing  np  and  taking  part  in  we  engagement,  If 
the  esmny  ooniiniiad  te  mess  forvaid.  As 
Qeneral  Oanwtt  fell  bacdc  hewM  pmnmed  h^ 
the  enemy,  iHio  thus  taming  OoioBal  Fiilte^ 
sob's  ri|^t  foroed  hhn  to  fill  haok.  floon  after 
this  tiie  FifOi  i^gimant,  imder  OoIomI  W.  H. 
Harman,  eame  ii|»,  iad  I  direoled  it  to  advaase 
and  support  o«r  mikntfy ;  ba^  befcra  it  met  the 
enemy,  (General  Gamelt  ordevid  it  bsjok,  and 
fbns  Ihe  enemy  were  penaitted  unresiated  to 
GontiBae  the  p«rsait» 

Be  aoon  as  I  saw  OoIomI  Barman  filiac  his 
regiaMot  to  the  rear,  I  took  steps  ta  reoeay,  as 
hr  as  praeticahle,  thia  ilUioMd  movement,  hy 
direoting  him  to  ooo^py  and  hold  the  woods 
immediate^  4&  his  rear;  and  oslUqg  QeiMaal 
Qamettfs  attention  to  &e  inq>ortBnoe  af  rally- 
ing hia  troopa,  he  tamed  ssd  aaeigaed  the  Fifth 
to  a  positiQiL  niiiah  it  held  rnata  Hm  arrival  of 
Colonel  Bvaka,  witti  the  Portjy  apoaad,  onder 
LievtenantCkileiiel  IX  A.  Laa^bama.  Colonel 
Bm-ks  and  Ae  offloeas  and  men  of  tlM  Fwir- 
seoond  proved  theasselviB  worthv  of  the  eaose 
th^  were  dw^iwiding,  bv  ihe  aphnt  with  w^oh 
this  regiment  took  and  held  its  poaitionimtil  its 
left  was  tamed  by  the  Federals  pressiivc  upon 
the  Fiflh  as  it  Ibll  bat^  • 

Oolonel  John  Osmpbefi  was  rapidhr  ad  vaneiag 
with  Us  regiment  lo  take  part  in  the  slmggle. 
but  night,  and  an  indispoaition  en  the  pari  of 


the  enemv  to  press  tether,  had  termiaated  the 
battle,  which  had  conmienced  at  four  o'oloek 
p.  v. 

Leaving  Aahhy  in  hmA,  the  i  waiiaidiir  of  ngr 
command  fell  bade  ta  its  wagons  and  bivoaaok- 
ed  for  tlM  night  Our  artillery  had  i>kyed  its 
part  well,  am  though  we  lost  two  piecea,  oae 
bdoiminff  to  Wstem'  wed  the  oOier  to  Mo- 
LoagfiliM-^the  former  from  having  upset 
when  hard  pleased  fagr  the  enemy,  and  ^ 
latter  from  having  its  honsaa  hilled,  wJljen  it 
was  en  the  eve  of  leanaag  the  field  whioh  it 
had  ae  wall  awept  with  caoisisr  ae  to  h«f e 
driven  book  ^e  aasinir  from  a  part  of  it|  over 
which  he  waa  pvsaaing  aesr  the  eloae  of  tjhe 
battle. 

Dunig  the  angagMoaot,  Gcdonel  Aahhy^,  with 
a  portion  of  his  command,  inelndiag  Cosfws' 
batteiy,  whSeh  rendered  valaahia  eervie%  bo- 
mained  on  our  ridbt,  and  not  ni^  protected 
our  rear  in  tho  vidnl^^  of  the  Talkgr  tarmike, 
but  alao  eerved  to  tlunaten  the  enanur'n  wmt 
and  left.    Colonel  Ashby  Mfy  aostamed  his 


deservedly  high  remtatiflii  by  tlie  able  manner 
in  whidi  he  discharged  the  important  trast 
confided  ta  him. 

Owinff  to  meet  of  our  infantry  having 
marcheof  hetareen  tlnrt^<ire  and  forty  miles 
since  the  morning  of  the  previous  day,  many 
were  left  behind.  Our  number  present  on  the 
eve&imr  of  the  batde  was,  of  inmntry  3,087,  of 
which  i,*f  42  were  engaged :  twenty-seven  pieces 
of  artillery,  of  wbi^  eighteen  were  ei%aged. 
Owing  to  recent  heavy  cavalir  duty  and  the 
ext^t  of  country  to  be  pioketea,  only  two  him- 
dred  and  ninety  of  tiiis  arm  were  present  to 
take  part  in  the  engagement 

Tliere  is  reeaon  to  believe  that  the  Pedeial 
infantry  on  the  field  numbered  over  eleven 
thousand,  of  which  pnobably  over  eight  thoa- 
saod  were  ei^gaged.  It  may*  be  tbM  our  artS- 
kry  engaged  equalled  that  of  Am  auemy,  and 
that  their  cavafry  exceeded  cure  in  number. 
Onr  loss  was:  kuled,  six  (rfftcers, twelve  uon- 
commiasioned  officers,  and  Bizty4wo  privatea ; 
wounded,  twenty-seven  oflficets,  fifty-three  non- 
commissioned officers,  snd  two  hundred  and 
sixty-two  privates,  of  whiA  nmnber  some  sev- 
enty were  left  on  tiie  field ;  mls^i^,  thirteen 
qpcers,  twenty-one  non-commisstonra  ofBoera, 
and  two  hundred  and  thirty4Hre  privates. 
Nearly  all  the  missing  were  csotored.  A  hm 
days  after  the  battle  t  Feaenu  officer  stated 
that  their  loss  in  killed  was  four  hundred  and 
eighteen. 

Their  wounded  upon  the  suppositicfn  that  it 
bears  some  relation  to  Hielr  kfDed,as  oiim,raust 
be  such  as  to  make  their  total  loss  snore  than 
three  times  that  of  ours.  Ovt  wounded  i^oeiv- 
ed  that  care  and  attention  fhmi  the  patriotic 
kdies  of  Winchester,  which  Ihey  km^  ao  weQ 
how  to  ^ve,  and  our  kiHed  were  burled  by  the 
loyal  citizens  of  that  tl^wn.  The  hospitality  of 
Bsltimoreans  relieved  ttie  wants  of  the  captured. 
For  these  acts  of  ktndness,  on  both  sides  of  the 
Pblomac,  I  am  under  ksttoa;  obligations.  The 
officers  and  men  of  tike  vanoul  Teghneata  and 
batteries  deserve  great  praise,  in  consequence 
of  M%jor  F.  B.  Jones,  fieOood  Bagfanent  YtigiBia 
Volunteers,  being  toQiByr  with  tfie  locaMtf ,  be 
was  detaehedt^om  his  regiment  and  acted'aa  a 
staff  officer  during  the  euMsement,  and  from 
his  familiarity  ySf&i  flw  oouotry,  added  to 
his  zeal  and  idaring,  fendevud  va^  valnaMe 
service 

Dr.  fiuater  MeGiflre^  ICedleal  Dirador,  dia- 
charged  his  duties  in  a  manner  which  piwed 
him  admirflfbhraualilled^^Mr  hia  position. 

Major  JX  narman,  Chief  Qmotermaater,  mhiy 
discharged  his  dutfte. 

Mi^r  W.  J.  Hawkes,  Chief  Oqiamiaaary,  with 
Ms  ueuM  f)reiright  had  the  wants  af  hin  dapmrt- 
meat  well  suppuM. 

Firat  lieutenant  €L  O.  Jmiltea,  A.  IX  €U  nod 
lu  A.  A.  GeneraL  fhiflift4y  ffefed  ailoiaatlx 
voted  himself  to  hk  duttsa  until  near  the 
of  tiie  engagement,  wlien  I  regret  to  any  he  vaa 
captured  by  the  enemy. 

First  Lieutenant  A.8.  FendletOD«  A.  D.  GL,  who 
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IB  an  officer  ettiineuttf  qnalfied  for  his  dmiM, 
discbarged  Ibemfna  mg^l^MCiflflMTlorT  BMoiiMr. 

First  Liientenant  J.  K.  BoBwell,  Chief  Bngineer, 
rendered  vahiable  Berviee. 

Though  Wincheitor  vnm  not  feoo^tred,  yet 
the  more  important  ob)0ct  oflho  pyeaeii^  tftiat  of 
calling  back  troops  tiiatwere  learii^  the  valloy, 
and  thus  preventing  a  junctkiii  t)f  Sanka'  oom- 
znand  with  other  forM8,'VM  aocoiflpllriiad  to  ad- 
dition to  hfa  heavy  loaa  in  killed  and  wonnded. 
Under  these  oirenmateiioes,  I  feel  Joatified  in 
saying  that  fhoneh  €ie  field  is  in  posaasdon  of 
the  enemy,  yet  the  most  essential  firdHB  of  the 
battle  are  oars. 

Respectlidly  yonr  obedieBi  serv«it» 

T.  J.  Jaoksow, 

Major  T.  Ot  Ron, 
-jxir.iVik 
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EBAOQrixnasFtBflrDlvBioiL  Fmn*  Com,  A.  W.  T.  \ 
DioeiBtar6,lMB.  J 

LieulenanS-Colimet  S.  Ttej/,A,  A.  Genercd: 

CoLOKSL :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  foilow- 
ing  report  of  the  action  of  the  fifth  instant,  be- 
tween ^e  Federal  advance  gnard,  near  Coffee- 
viUa.  axul  the  troops  placed  under  my  command 
by  Major-Genanu  Lovell,  commanding  First 
corps.* 

At  about  half-past  two  o^clock  p.*  v.,  on  Friday 
afternoon,  fifth  mstant,  whilst  engaged  in  the 
town  of  CofTeeville  with  the  varioos  duties  of 
my  command,  I  learned  that  the  enemy,  embold- 
ened by  their  successes  heretofore,  had  pushed 
^eir  aavance  within  one  mile  of  the  tQwn,  and 
that  having  commenced  skirmishing  with  our 
rear  guard  of  cavalry,  Maior-Oenml  Lovefi, 
commanding  Fizst  coips,  haa  gone  out  wilh  a 

Sortion  of  my  alvlHioa  to  check  them,  I  inuoe- 
iately  rode  out  with  a  portion  of  my  staff  and 
body-guard,  to  the  point  selected  by  General 
Lovell,  on  which  to  torm,  alkd  found  tibat  he  had 
pushed  forward  a  portion  of  the  First  brigade, 
under  General  Baldwin,  on  die  right  of  ^e  main 
road  to  Water  Yallev,  whilst  the  Ninth  Arkan- 
sas, of  General  Busts  division.  commaDded  by 
Colonel  Dunlop,  was  placed  in  line  of  battle  on 
the  left  of  the  same  road.  Colonel  A.  P.  Thomp- 
son, commanding  bf  igade,  of  the  Second  divis- 
ion, had  also  been  ordered  to  pkoe  the  Third  Ken- 
tucky regiment  of  his  brigade  upon  a  road  lead- 
ing out  from  CofieeviUe  to  flie  west  of  lite  main 
^  road  spoken  of,  in  order  to  watch  our  left  flank. 
Upon  the  main  road  and  in  rear  of  the  Fint 
brigade,  upon  a  small  eminence,  four  pieces  of 
artukiy  had  been  pjaoed,  bein^  part  of  Oaptsin 
Bouchard's  company  Of  vie  Pomt  Coupee  arttt- 
leiy  ;  whilst  at  three  hundred  yards  to  the  rear 
of  this  battery  two  Parrott  guns  from  CaptUii 

*  Bt9  TbloBM  6,  BeMUoa  Rnortf,  nooaHNoti,  pic»  SH 


■addwi^  battery,  of  n^  own  division,  were 
piaeed  on  a  utill  higher  point,  and  in  a  position 
101  to  endanger  line  infentiy  or  ib»  battery  in 
front,  should  occasion  present  itwlf  to  open 
imoo  tba  enemy.  Btiora  reaching  the  point  at 
wMsh  GoMrai  LovsH  was  stationed,  I  heard 
bri^  csDDonadiqg,  and  on  joining  General 
ifoveU,neav  where  tho^ear  battery  was  placed, 
ftMindifaat  it  prouaaded  from  our  advanced  bat- 
tsty,  which  was  being  replied  to  by  a  rifle  gun  of 
tho^eaany. 

I  immedlatalyfaportsi  for  oadors  to  General 
Lov^,  wko  dirsctad  us  to  ride  with,  him  to  the 
position  bald  by  lie  advaaoed  battery.  On 
reaching  that  point  and  fladiog  liiat  tha^nemy 
had  obtained  tha  exact  range  oi  our  guns,  Lre- 
tfand,  with  OaBoral  LoveH^to  Ifas  rear  battery, 
sari  was  izomadMely  oidered  ta  open  fire  wim 
the  Pairott  gun%  at  short  iBterrals.  This  was 
ckine,aBd  in  a  fow  noments  th»  fire  of  the  ene- 
my's battery  osassd. 

I  then  aAedynrmJasinn  of  &a  ilfljoM^ianeral 
ooTSwanding  topreaa  the  eom/j  and  drive  them 
back,  and  i^on  aeceiviBg  his  oadeis  to  do  so, 
with  mfbrBBliflB  that  fisBeal  Boat  had  been 
ordered  to  BanGSuvra  on  my  r%hi  with  parts  of 
two  of  his  brj|;adea,  voda  n^mw  to  the  front, 
ordeviag,  at  tba  same  tiaef  tba  Fourteenth 
Miasiosippi  is^:nient,  indac  MiyarDoas,  which 
had  been  held  inraaarve,  to  aasn^e  up  aidouble- 
fuiok  kdA  taks  position  on  the  extreme  #ifht  of 
my  linaw  The  oavaliy,  vnder  Co1q|m1  Jaokson, 
naaibering  abontseves  huadred,  were  placed  at 
my  disposal  also.  The  proper  disposition  of  the 
moes  was  aooa  mads;  oraem  were  given  to 
Ctonaml  Bddwhi,  on  the  rii^mid  to  Colonel  A. 
P.  Thompson,  el  the  6soosd  division,  who  had 
assbmod  the  diioctioa  of  the  Ninth  Arkansas, 
of  has  own  brigade,  to  dspk>y  tba  ri^t  oom|Mr 
niea  from  sach  regimen^  as  wJrirmmhers,  one 
tamidfod  paoea  in  front  of  the  main  line.  A 
greater  distance  was  not  deeaaed  pnaifent,  as 
&e  woods  were  very  denae  and  the  enen^ 
known  to  be  hi  dooe  piocDmity.  The  eavalry 
was  formed  in  the  mam  road  and  wdered  to 
move  with  caution  in  rear  of  thomain  line.  The 
line  of  shirmiahers  being  fiumad  and  every- 
thing  prepared,  oidera  were  given  to  the  men 
to  hou  thev  ftro  onti]  within  fifty  yasds ;  to 
move  with  caution  until  the  eaomy  waa  reaohed, 
bnt  then  to  prasa  than  with  all  their  oneigy. 
The  ooafimsnd,  **  forward,"  waa  giveniaod  both 
akdraaiahors  and  ik»  main  lino  anoMred.  The  line 
had  not  advanced  two  hundred  yardftbefore  the 
anamy  opened  on  onr  left  a  brisk  firs.  This'  was 
anawerei  first  by  a  yaU  aloag.our  whole  lino, 
the  men  aaoving  rapid^  mid  wjth  great  onthu- 
sfema  until  they  were  within  good  range,  when 
the  Ninth  Arkanaas,  directed  by  Colonel  A.  P. 
nompsott,  and  the  Eighth  Kantueky»  under 
Ook>nalH.B.LgR>%opened  fire  in  return.  Very 
•aooa  the  firo  esteoded  towards  oar  ri^ht,  along 
tiM  Twotttiy-iiiird  iiissiasippi,  under  Lieutenant 
OolonaiMoGbrle^yand  theTwenty«sixth  Missis- 
sippi, under  Mmor  Parker;  The  order  to  press 
&e  enemy  WBS  fully  carried  out,  and  they  were 
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oDtaQowed  time  to  broathe,  and  tton^  BNJdnt 
two  gaBaat  stends  in  the  first  mile,  tibey  weM 
driren  from  their  positions,  witdbeot  ev 
men  ftlterin^  tar  •  momsnt  The  teeties  of 
the  eoemy  did  Ihein  grest  eredit;  their  whdb 
force  condstod  of  motmied  ii^fantry,  anted 
with  Coifs,  Smxth's,  and  Shajq(>'s  Most  appfo^ed 
weapons^  wilh  two  fisoes  of  artillsfy.  Thi 
countiy  over  which  thej  had  to  pass  was  an 
alternate  wood  aAd  fiekL  On  being  driven  to  Hm 
edge  of  a  field,  thej  monnted  and  relraatsd 
across  it,  dissMonting  and  sevding  their  horses 
to  the  rear.  They  had  all  tiie  aavantage  of  po^ 
sition,  beimr  corered  by  Ifte  woodlaiid,  whust 
onr  man  aaTanoed  across  the  open  field.  At 
these  points  the  firs  of  the  enemy  was  terrific, 
bnt  nothing  conM  stop  tiie  oowaid  movement, 
and  onr  men  msired  forward  without  daokening 
their  pace  in  the  least  Having  driven  the  ene> 
my  for  mere  than  a  mite,  it  oceorred  t4>me  ^at 
shonld  the  troops  of  General  Bost^  coaamand 
not  have  moved  to  tteir  Mt  fisr  enough  to  |^uard 
my  right  flank,  that  I  mi§^t  nn  some  nsk  of 
being  outflanked.  To  gBurl  against  this,  I  de- 
tached lientonaot  Bttt)oar,  oammanding  mv 
body<^;nard,  witii  a  portion  of  hie  men,  wito 
orders  to  move  al  full  speed  to  niy  extreme 
right  and  take  position,  with  hk  men  weM  ez» 
tended,  and  watoh  my  right  flank.  No  sooner 
had  he  reached  the  point  and  commenced  mov* 
ing  up  with  our  main  Use  than  he  was  fired  upon 
by  the  eneoa^.  Lieutenant  Barbour  immediately 
sent  a  <k)vier  informing  me  of  the  fact,  when  I 
ordered  the  Fourteenth  Mississippi,  under  Mik 
jor  Does,  to  move  at  double-quick,  by  the  right 
flank,  utttn  he  reaohed  the  point  oooepiad  l^ 
Lieutenant  Balbour,  (hen  to  obsubm  his  original 
front  and  press  them  again.  During  aU  this  time 
the  enemy  were  interruptedly  driven  from  every 
position,  and  forced  back  to  a  point  three  miles 
from  GoffeeviQe,  when,  on  readning  a  command- 
ing position,  they  opened  fire  Iran  tbehrartil* 
lery  again,  supported  by  the  severest  fire  of 
musketry  we  had  yet  encountered.  The  beavi- 
est  fire  wa*  encountered  by  the  Ninth  Ar- 
kansas regiment  and  ^e  Eighlh  Kentucliy 
regiment.  Their  effbrto  were,  however,  useless ; 
nothing  could  cheok  the  advance  of  our  men, 
and  the  position  was  carried  without  a  momenta 
delay,  just  at  dark. 

It  occurred  to  me  a  few  momente  before  this, 
that  a  dash  of  our  cavalry  might  have  secured 
the  piece  of  artfllery  in  it9  last  position  ;  but  it 
woiild  have  involved  a  heavy  loss  of  Hfe,  not 
warranted  under  the  circumslanees,  and  I  did 
not  give  the  order.  Having  already  driven  the 
enemy  much  forthw  than  was  ordered  by  a 
message  from  General  Lovell,  I  gave  order  to 
halt  and  cease  firing,  veiy  much  to  the  chagrih 
of  both  officers  and  men,  who,  notwithstanding 
the  severe  duties  and  deprivations  of  the  last 
week,  seemed  to  forget  evetything  bnt  tfie  de- 
sire showed  by  all  to  repay  the  iniuriss  suflered 
by  them  durinetiieir  long  and  barbarous  im- 
imsonment  at  £e  North. 

The  Fourteenth  Mississippi,  Major  Doss  com- 


asndtogy  towards  the  etoee^bessne  too  Ui  sep* 
asated.  noB»  the  aais  eommaad,  but  was  abun- 
liaatly  able  to'take  care  of  itself  and  drove  back 
the  enemy  in  their  front,  kitting  and  wounding 
a  nuaaber,  ansng  ttieoi  LieBtonantColonel  Mc- 
Oidleu^i  who  waa  she!  dead  widiin  twenfy 
paces  of  our  line.  This  vsgimsnt  slso  oi^tured 
sevenfeaen  priaoners,  wi&  all  horoasi  anna,  and 
aeeoutxeneateb  Theloss on  oar psrt^ aa stated 
in  my  note  to  Ki^-Qeosru  Loveu,of  the  sixth 
in8tHit)iatoown  to  be  aseumtofy  aa  follows: 
Killed,  seven;  wounded,  fttrtsr-thrse.  That  ol 
the  enenj%  thirty^our  kyied;  amonsr  them 
Lieutenant-Colonel  McOuUough  and  a  Beoond- 
Lieutenant^  wli»  gave  Us  nsBie  aa  Wood- 
bury (ol  the  Third  Missouri)  just  before  expir- 
ing. l%e  wounded  of  the  enemy  could  not  be 
accurately  ascerteined,  inasmodn  aa  all  who 
were  not  too  badly  woundbd  were  removed  on 
horseback  as  fiist  as  they  fell.  Esthnatu:^  their 
wonn^d  by  the  number  killed,  in  the  same  ra- 
tio as  that  known  to  ezfet  on  our  part,  the 
wounded  may  be  given  at  two  hunmd  and 
thirty-four,  which,  from  the  number  seen  in  &e 
act  of  being  removed,  is  under  milker  Aan  over 
the  actual  loss.  Sixteen  of  their  severely 
wounded  fell  into  enr  hands.  Thirty-five  pris- 
oners, with  seventeen  hones  and  all  their  anna 
and  accoutrements,  i^ere  captured. 

Among  the  prisoners  were  one  Qiptain  and 
several  non-commisaioned  ofiieers.  He  wounded 
on  both  sides  were  removed  at  once  to  Coffee- 
vUle,  and  every  care  taken  of  them.  The  dead 
were  buried  next  morning.  TTie  body  of  the 
Federal  Lieutenant  was  decentlk^  buried,  and  the 
headstone  marked  eo  that  it  cotnd  be  recognized. 
The  body  of  Lieutenant4?olonelMcCulk)uj;h  was 
not  secured.  The  command  returned  to  ito  first 
position  near  CofleeviIIe.  a<id  bivouacked  in  line 
of  batfle.  The  whole  amur  was  a  complete  suc- 
ces^,  and  taught  the  enemy  a  lesson  I  am  sore 
they  will  not  soon  forget  The  troops  behaved 
in  the  most  gallant  manner ;  ofBcers  and  men 
emulated  each  other.  All  did  tBeir  d^ty  nobly. 
I  take  especial  pleasure  in  mentioning  ^e  names 
of  Brigadier-Gen&ral  W.  t  Baldwin,  of  my  own 
division,  jyod  C(^Qel  1.  P.  Thompson  (com- 
manding brigad/»  in  Gkmend  Bust's  division). 
These  (SScers  in  command  oq  n^  right  and  left, 
displi^ed  die  greatest  ffood  judgment  and  ral- 
Iwitry.  The  brunt  of  3ie  battle  was  borne  by 
the  Ninth  Arkansas,  Colonel  Dunlop;  Eighth 
Kentucky,  Colonel  H.  B.  Lyon;  Che  Twenty- 
third  Mississippi,  LieutenanM^lonel  McOarley ; 
and  the  Twenty-aixth  MllBsisaippi,  under  Major 
Parker. 

I  have  seldom  seen  greater  good  judgment  and 
impetuous  gallantry  shown  dv  any  officers  or  v 
men.  The  cavalry,  under  Goldfnel  Jackson, 
maintained  the  most  perfect  order,  and  were 
always  in  position  to  answer  fl^  summons.  Tlie 
batteriea  engaged  rendered  the  moA  efficient 
service  up  to  toe  time  of  Hff  ordering  the  ad- 
yancOk  The  first  shot  fired  from  the  Parrott 
guns  of  Captain  Hedden's  battery,  under  die  di- 
rection of  Captain  Cidbertson ,  Chief  of  Artil- 
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lenr  of  mv  dlvimoii,  wovnded  Gokiiel  Mi«D«r, 
and  IdUed  his  <mleriy  vnd  three  men.  These 
fiiotB  were  related  by  a  non^ooBuniiuaiied  offieer 
among  the  priaoAeia. 

My  thanks  are  espeoiady  doe  to  those  of  my 
peramial  staff  who  were  present  Major  Walls, 
inspector^ikiieral ;  Mttjor  fii^dayi  Chief  Ooai- 
missaiy  9  Ideatenant  Giaorge  Moonnaa,  Aide-de- 
Oamp ;  lietomnt  TQg)uittn,  Aide-de4)smp ;  rm- 
dered  Ihe  most  efficient  and  Talimble  servioe. 

I  notice  with  great  pleasure,  dso,  Lieutenant 
Barbour,  commanding  my  bodyguard,  together 
with  lieutenant  Lun<rjr,<]^  that  oompaay.  Thesh 
officers  and  their  men  rendered  me  great  sid. 
The  timely  serrice  of  Li0utenant  Barbour,  on 
my  right  wing,  nnr  huve  saved  us  probably  from 
serious  injury.    Tlie  vrhole  force  engaged  on  our 


sida  maybe  stated  as  not  exceeding  thirteen 
hundred  men,  whikt  the  enemy  is  known  to  have 
had  not  lass  than  five  resiments,  numbering  not 
less  than  thirly-Ave  hundred  men.  Bndesed  I 
havi  tha  honor  to  submit  a  correct  list  of  the 
kiDed  and  wounded  on  our  side. 

I  iwret  the  absence  of  Captain  Powhatan 
BHts,  Chief  of  StaJST,  during  the  action.  He  was 
'engaged  at  my  headquarters  in  an  important 
Inuiness ;  and  I  was  thus  Aeptived  of  his  val- 
uaUe  services.  The  same  may  be  said  of  oth- 
ers of  my  staff  who  were  absent  on  duly  at 
various  points. 

Respectfnly,  yenr  obedient  servant, 

LlOTD  T&QBMAir. 
•otnTnimrtiiig  Sim  Oirliton,  Fint  Oorpt,  Axmj  West  Tnn. 


OtmualHm  in  ihe  A^tm, 


W.  K.  Baldwdi,  ouuuisDfa. 
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I  certifjr  ihat  tiie  above  is  a  correct  retaa,  as  reported. 

Lloyd  TiLOBXAjf , 


Boa  97. 
THB  FAL&  OV  KBW  OBLSAKB,  LA. 

JCiJOK^ENXRAL  liOVBII^S  BEPORI& 

auogpAnsM  Dmanmrr  No.  1, ) 
jAcnoir,  MMi,  Hbj  IT,  lOOa     j 

Oenerdl  8.  Oooper,  Adjykint  and  Inqtector-Oen- 
eral,  Bkhmand,  Virginia : 
Bb  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
my  report  of  events  attendant  upon  tiie  (all  of 
New  Orleans.  Also  the  reports  of  General 
&nith  and  General  Duncan,  the  report  of  lieu- 
tenant-Coloi^l  Hifgrina  and  Gkptain  Squires,  and 
a  report  of  the  ulea  and  wounded  at  these 
points. 

RespectfhQv, 

X  our  obedient  servant, 

M.  LOVILL, 
M^)or4teagnJ,  ooiwiiwaitos. 

BSOBT  cr  KAJanOEimAL  LonxjL 

Oemral  8.  Cbdper,  AdjuUmt  mnd  J^^tpeCK^Oen- 
eralt  Bu^fmond,  Virginia: 

Sib  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 


tlie  reports  of  Brigadier-Gknerab  Dunoaa  and 
Smith,  with  the  aosompanying  documents,  of 
the  operatxona  pieceding  and  attendant  upon 
the  fall  of  New  Orleans. 

The  department  is  fully  aware,  from  my  offi- 
cial correspondence  and  telegraphic  despatches, 
of  the  exact  nature  of  Ihe  defences  ereeted  for 
the  protection  of  that  city ;  consisting,  in  gen- 
end  terms,  of  an  exterior  fine  of  forts  and  e^th- 
works,  intended  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  the 
anned  veaaels  of  the  enemy,  and  an  interior  line 
in  the  immediale  vidni^  of  the  city,  which 
was  constructed  almost  entirely  with  reference 
to  repelling  any  littaok  made  by  land  with  in- 
fantry. "Where  this  line  crossed  the  river  below 
Ae  city,  it  waa  intended  to  htfre  a  batterv  of 
twelve  thirty-two  and  ten  fortjr*two-pounaers, 
which  it  was  considered  would  enable  us  to  drive 
back  any  smdl  number  of  ships  that  might  suc- 
ceed in  passing  the  ebstrucnnns  at  the  forts, 
undev  the  fire  of  ihair  guns.  But,  whether  suf- 
ftciant  or  not,  no  more  were  to  be  had,  and  sub- 
sequently, at  the  earnest  reouest  of  th«  naval 
autboribea,  I  transferred  the  Itor^-two-pounders 
to  the  steamers  Garondelet  and  Bienville,  for 
service  on  Lake  Pontchartrain,  in  connection 
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wHh  Forts  Pike  and  Maoomb.     Immedittt^ 
ctfter  I  nwnmed  oommaod  c£  the  deptrtmeut, 
finding  that  there  were  no  gnne  of  the  heavieat 
calibre,  I  applied  to  Richmond,  Pensacola,  and 
other  pointo,  for  aome  ten-inch  colnmttiads  aad 
aearcoast  mortals,  which  I  oonsiderad  necesasEy 
to  the  defenoe  of 'the  lower  riTer,  b«b  none 
could  be  eroared ;.  the  ffeneral  impreaaion  being 
that  New  Orleans  would  not  be  attacked  by  the 
riTer,  and  I  wm  therefore  oompelled  to  make 
the  beat  poaaible  defenoe  with  tne  guns  ai  my 
diapoaaL   Twelve  forty*two4>oundera  were  aant 
to  Porta  Jackson  and  8t  Philip,  together  with 
a  large  additional  quantify  of  powder,  and  be- 
ing convinced  that  wilh  the  guna  of  inferior 
oafibre  mounted  there  we  oMid   not  hiader 
ateamers  from  paaaing,  unleaa  they  could  be 
detained  for  aome  time  under  the  fire  of  the 
works.  I  puahed  forward  rapidly  the  oonatmc- 
tion  of  a  raft,  which  offered  a  complete  obstruc- 
tion to  the  paaaage  of  vessels  up  the  river,  ex- 
cept t^ou^n  a  email  opening,  and  then  only 
one  at  a  tmie*.    The  fbita  haSi  aoventy-five  or 
eighty  guns  that  could  be  brought  ancceaaively 
to  bear  upon  the  river,  were  manned  by  garri- 
sons  of  well-trained   artillertata,  afibrduBe   a 
double  relief  to  each  gun,  and  commanded  by 
officera  who  had  no  auperiora  in  any  aervice. 
Under  theae  circumstances,  although  I  feared 
the  high  water  in  the  Spring,  with  the  accom- 
panying drift,  would  carry  awav  the  raft,  yet 
every  confidence  was  felt  that  iaie  river  would 
remain  cloaed  until  such  time  aa  the  iron-clad 
steamera  Miaeissippi  and  Louiaiana  could  be 
finiahed,  which   I   waa   confidently   informed 
would  not  be  later  than  the  firat  of  February. 
The  firat  raft  oonatructed  was  not  carried  away 
by  the  high  water  and  drift  until  the  lattar  part 
of  February.    But  HiiL  funds  placed  at  my  dis- 
posal by  the  oitizena  of  New  Oiiaans,  another 
was  placed  in  position  in  Mai'ch,  by  the  ener- 
getio  labora  of  uolonel  Higgina  and  othera,  and 
ue  poaition  waa  again  tenporarily  aecure.    No 
heavy  guna  bad  ;fet  been  veceived,'  althou^ 
strenuous  applications  were  made  by  me  to  get 
aome  from   renaaeola,  whe»  that  place  was 
abandoned.     The   general   impression   of  all 
those  to  whom  I  applied  w«b,  that  the  largest 

funs  should  be  plaoiBd  above  New  Orieuia,  not 
elow,  although  1  had  notified  the  department, 
on  the  twen^-second  of  Mtrch,  that  in  my 
judgment  the  fleet  only  awtfited  the  arrival  of 
the  mortar  vaaaela  to  attempt  to  paaa  i^  the 
river  from  below.  By  mesne,  however,  of  an 
energetic  and  persevering  officer,  Maior  W.  P. 
Duncan,  Oommiaaary  of  Subaiatenoe,  three  ten- 
inch  columbiaA  and  five  mortMra  werefinaDy 
procured  and  brought  over  just  in  time  to  be 
put  up  aa  the  firing  conomenoed.  Thinking  that 
the  enemy  *a  troopa  at  Isle  Breton  were  intended 
to  land  at  Quarantine  aad  act  in  rear  pf  Fort  8t. 
Philip.  I  ordered  Colonel  Sbamauski'a  regiment 
of  ninety  days'  men,  armed  with  ahot  guna,  to 
that  point  aa  a  protection.  I  had,  likewisOp  or- 
ganized two  companies  of  sharpshooters  and 
swamp  hunters,  under  Oa^ytains  Mullen  and  Lor- 


tique,  which  were  sent  dawn  for  operation  ^on 

the  enemy's  vessels  from  tlie  banka  of  ihe  river, 

b«t  the  nigk  water  keeping  the  men  day  and 

'  t  nearly  waist  deep  in  water,  soon  com- 

EkI  them  to  abandon  their  positions.  I  will 
atate  that  every  Gonfeaerate  soldier  in 
New  Qrleana,  with  the  exception  of  one  com- 
pany, had  been  ordered  to  Corinth  to  join  Gen- 
eral BeaqMjgard,  in  March,  and  iii»  city  was 
on^  garriaoned  by  about  three  tfioneand  ninety 
day  £oopa-H3allea  oat  by  the  Gk>vemor,  at  my 
requeat-^f  whom  aboiU  one  thounaad  two 
hundred  had  muaketa,  and  the  remainder  shot 
guns  of  an  indifierent  description. ' 

The  river  rose  rapidly  in  April,  and  soon 
drove  out  %amaiiaki'a  regiment,  which  was  re- 
moved to  the  west  bank,  about  aix  miles  above 
Fort  Jackaon.  The  whole  country  became  one 
vast  aheet  of  water,  which  roae  in  the  forts  and 
covered  places  heretofore  safe  from  its  encroach- 
ments, tinder  tbe  tremendous  pressure  of  ftis 
cuireat  and  astonn  of  wind  and  nan,  the  second 
raft  waa  broken  away  in  the  night  of  Friday, 
the  eleventh  of  April,  two  daya  before  the  ene- 
xny  firat  opened  &r%.  Tha  fourteen  veaeela  of 
Montgomery  River  defenoe  expedition  bad  been 
ordered  by  the  de{>artment,  wnen  completed,  to 
be  aent  up  to  Memphis  ana  Fort  Pillow,  but  be- 
lieving the  danger  of  attack  to  be  greater  from 
below,  I  detain^  six  of  them  at  New  Orleans, 
of  which  change  the  department  was  fully  ad- 
vised. At  my  suggestion,  Ck)vemor  Moore  had 
alao  fitted  up  two  steamera,  which  ware  sent  to 
the  forts  below  the  <nty.  A  large  number  of 
firenfts  were  also .  constructed  and  steered 
down,  and  two  small  steamers  were  employed 
for  the  special  purpose  of  towing  these  rafts 
into  position  where  they  could  be  most  effective, 
so  as  to  leave  the  armed  vessels  free  to  operate 
against  the  enemy.  I  telegraphed  General  Beau- 
regard to  send  down  the  iron-<dad  ram  Mananaan, 
and  when  the  Secretary  ni  the  Navy  <Mti^ed 
the  steamer  Louisiana  to  be  sent  also  up  the 
river,  I  protected  through  the  War  Department, 
being  satisfied  that  we  required  more  heavy 
guns  below.  She  was  eventually  peilmtted  to 
go  down  the  river  on  Sunday,  the  twentieth  of 
April,  but  not  in  a  condition  to  uae  her  motive 
power  with  effect. 

It  was  hoped  that,  notwi^tanding  ^is,  she 
would  be  able  to  assume  a  position  b«low  Fort 
St  Philip,  discovering  the  location  of  the  mortal' 
boats,  and  being  herself  proof  i^gainst  direct  fire, 
dislodge  the  enem^  with  her  ^qbs,  which  were 
of  very  heavy  calibre.  Knowmg,  also,  that  the 
incessant  bombardmcDt  kept  General  Duncan 
dosely  confined  to  Fort  Jackson,  so  that  he  could 
eive  no  orders  to  the  river  defence  ateamers, 
I  placed  the  whc^e  under  the  oontrol  of  Ckptain 
MltchelL  the  armed  steamers  aa  weU  aa  the  toga 
intended  to  tow  down  the  fire-rafts.  I  will  here 
state,  that  the  river  deiianoe  fleet  proved  a  fail- 
ure, for  the  very  reaaona  set  forth  in  my  letter  t/i 
the  department  of  the*  fifteenth  of  April  Unabie 
to  govern  themaekvea,  and  unwitting  to  bo  gov- 
erned by  othera,  their  almoat  toti^  want  of  aya- 
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tern,  Tigibiioe,  and  disoipUne,  rendered  liiem 
nseleflB  and  helpleee,  wfian  the  enefl^  finally 
dashed  npom  them  endden^y  in  a  dark  night  I 
regret  veir  nraok  that  Ute  department  <ud  not 
tidnk  it  advisable  ti>  gpmt  my  raqnset  to  plaoe 
some  competent  head  in  charge  of  tiieee  nim— 
era.  Leanoing,  snbseniently,  iwt  the  LeoiaiaBa 
waa  anchored  above  uie  forts  and  that  the  iBre- 
rafts  ^ere  Hot  sent  down,  I  tdegnqplMd  Ci^tain, 
MKchdl^  raqnesting  him  to  attend  to  it,  and 
afterwards  oaAsd  upon  Oaaunodmre  Whittle  and 
entreated  him  to' order  the  staamer  to  take  the 
desired  poaltioB  below  the^  forts.  This  he  de- 
clined to  do,  but  telegraphed  Captain  MitcAielL 
teffinghim  ^  to  strain  a  point  to  plaoe  the  vessd 
there,  H  in  his  judgment,  it  was  ad?risable."  Na 
diange,  however,  was  made,  and  in  ilie  night  of 
the  twenl7>-thihl  March,  I  went  down  myMlf  hi 
a  steamboat  to  urge  Oaptain  Mitcheli  to  liMre 
the  Loaisianaaachored  in  &a  ppaition  indicated, 
also  to  ascertain  why  the  fire-ntfis  were  not  sent 
down.  A  few  moments  after  the  attack  com- 
menced,and  theenemy  snooeeded  in  passing  with 
fonrteen  shins,  aa  daaoribed  in  (General  Duncan's 
report,  and  tne  batUe  of  N^w  OifaaBS,  aa  against 
ships  of  war*  was  over,  I  returned  at  onoe  to 
the  dty,  nanrowlv  escaping  captore,  and  giving 
orders  to  Qeneral  Bmim,  in  command  af  the  in- 
terior Hnes,  to  prepaie  to  make  all  possible  re* 
sistance  to  iSie  enen^'s  fleet  at  the  earthwork 
batteries  belew  the  town,  inatmeted  Colonel 
Lovell  to.  have  sevend  steamers  reedy  to  remove, 
as  ftr  as  possible,  the  commiasaty  and  ordnance 
stores,  being  satisfied  that  the  low  developments 
at  Cbdmette  cooM  ofier  no  piotraeted  reaislanoe 
to  a  poweiM  fleet,  whoae  gins,  owiag  to  the 
high  water,  looked  down  npon  flie  suface  of 
the  comitry,  and  conld  sweep  away  any  nnmber 
of  infantry  by  an  enfihMding  fire.  These  tines, 
as  befts^  remarked,  were  intended  ounnly  to 
repel  a  land  attaek,bat  in  a  high  stage  of  water 
were  ntter^  untenaMe  Irf  mfintry  against  gone 
afloat.  It  having  been  reported  to  me  t£it  a 
sufficient  number  of  dasperatehr  bold  men  conld 
easily  be  got  together  to  board  ths  enemy's  vea- 
sek  and  carry  them  by  assault,  I  anthoriaed 
Major  James  to  seize  snch  stsamera  as  might  be 
necessary  for  his  purpose,  and  to  attempt  it  Be 
called  for  one  thousand  men  bypuhac  adver- 
tisement, but  being  able  to  find  but  abont  a  hun- 
dred who  woold  undertake  it,  he  abandoned  the 
prdject  On  the  morning  oi  tiie  twenty-fifth  tlie 
enemy's  fleet  advanced  upon  the  batteries  and 
opened  fire,  which  was  returned  with  spirit  by 
tiie  troons  as  long  as  their  powder  laated,  but 
with  litde  apparent  effect  upon  the  eneaoiy.  The 
powder  intended  for  Ibis  batterf  of  thirty-two- 
pounders  had  been  transferred  by  me  to  the 
steamer  Louisiana  a  few  days  before,  under 
&e  supposition  that  it  would  render  mu^ 
bettM*  service  firom  her  heavv  riflea  a^i  shall 
guns  than  witll  a  battery  of  tight  thirty-twoa. 
For  the  operations  at  uiese  works,  you  ore 
respectfully  referred  to  General  Smith's  ro- 
poK.  The  sreatsr  portioa  of  the  ordnaooe 
stores,  provtuoDSy  and   quarantine  property, 


were  sept  from  the  dty  by  rail  or  steamer,  and 
a  portkn  of  the  volunteers  also  took  the  cars 
for  Gamp  Moore,  seventy-eight  miles  distant  on 
the  Jackson  Railroad.  The  greater  part  of  the 
ninety-days*  troops  disbanded  and  returned  to 
their  homes.  There  were  two  or  three  regi- 
ments sad  smaHer  bodiea  of  men  raised  for  Con- 
federate service,  in  the  city  at  the  time,  but  be- 
ing entirely  without  arms  of  any  kind  they 
could  he  of  no  service,  and  were  also  orderea 
to  Qan^i  Moore.  I  ad<N>ted  this  aourse,  recogniz- 
ing the  perfect  absurdity  of  confronting  more 
than  one  hundred  guns  afloat  of  the  largest 
calibre,  well  manned  and  served,  aad  looking 
down  upon  the  city,  with  less  than  three  thou- 
sand miktia,  moatly.  armed  with  indifierent  shot 
guns.  It  would,  in  my  judgment,  have  been  a 
wanton  and  crin^nal  waste  of  the  blood  of 
women  and  children,  without  the  possibility  of 
any  good  result,  fer  tibie  enemy  nad  only  to 
anchor  one  of  his  ships  at  Kenner  to  command 
the  Jacksoa  Railroad,  and  he  could  have  re- 
duced the  city  to  ashes  at  his  leisure,  without 
being  able  to  make  any  resistance  whatever. 

Wny  he  did  not  occupy  Kenner  and  cut  off 
all  exit  from  the  city  immediately,  I  do  not  un- 
derstand. Presuming  that  he  would  do  so,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  I  had  requested  Captains  Poin- 
deztar  and  Gwathney,  of  the  navy,  to  have  all 
tha  ateamers  ready  in  Lake  Pontchartrain,  to 
carry  the  troops  over  to  Madisonville,  whence 
they  could  readi  Camp  Moore,  A  pcnrtion  of 
them  were  taken  over  by  this  route.  Knowing 
that  the  enemv  would  at  once  seise  the  Opo- 
lousas  Bailroad,  and  thus  cut  off  the  traops  oc- 
oxspyiog  the  works  on  the  coast  of  West  Louisi- 
ana, I  sent  orders  to  the  different  commanding 
oiBcera  at  Porta  liyingston,  Guiorr,  Quitman, 
Berwick,  and  Chens,  to  4lestro^  their  euns,  and 
taking  their  small  arms,  provisions,  ana  ammuni- 
tian,  to  Join  me  at  Gamp  Moore.  Major  Joy 
brought  away  the  troops  at  the  two  latter  forts 
in  a  very  creditable  manner,  but  those  at  the 
other  works  became  demoraliaed,  disbanded, 
and  retitred  to  New  Orleans.  I  gave  verbal  in* 
atmctions  to  Colonel  Fuller  to  have  the  garrisons 
of  Porta  Pike  and  Maoomb,  battery  Bienvenu,  and 
Tower  Dupre,  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's 
notice,  as  their  posts  were  dependent  on  the 
city  for  provisions,  and  frequently  for  water. 
It  was  UDderstodd  that  the  nav^  steamers,  in 
connection  witll  other  vessels,  in  the  lake,  should 
bring  away  theee  garrisons  when  called  upon  to 
do  so ;  and  after  i^y  arrival  at  Camp  Moore,  orders 
were  given  qb  the  twenty-sixth  to  go  for  them, 
aa  I  mid  been  informed  that  Forts  Jackson  and 
Si  Philip  had  been  surrendered.  Finding  that 
this  report  was  untrue,  I  immediately  counter- 
manded the  orders,  giving  iustructions.  that 
they  should  be  held  untU  further  notice,  but  be- 
fore either  Qouki  reach  Madisonville  it  was  re- 
ported that  the  whole  command  was  already  at 
Covingrtsn.  I  adviaed  Captain  Poindezter  to 
make  nia  way  to  Mobile  with  his  armed  steam- 
ers, but  he  concluded  to  destroy  them.  We, 
howevsr,  procured  from  them  some  of  the  guns 
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and  ordnance  stores,  whioh  I  ordered 
ately  to  Vicksbiarg,  to  be  put  in  poaitioA  there. 
On  the  twenty-fifkh,  Captain  Bailey,  of  the 
Federal  Navy,  demanded  tlie  anrrender  of  the 
city,  and  that  the  flags  should  be  taksii  down, 
and  the  United  States  flag  put  m>  o»  the  mint, 
custom-house,  and  other  public  buildings.     To 
this  demand  I  returned  an  unquatified  xefnsal, 
declaring  that  I  would  not  surrender  the  city 
or  any  portion  of  my  oommand,  bat  added,  that 
feeling  unwilling  to  subjeet  the  city  to  bombard- 
ment, and  reoogni&ng  the  utter  impossibility  oi 
remoying  the  women  and  children,  I  should 
withdraw  my  troops  and  turn  it  over  to  the 
civil  authorities.    This  I  did  in  compliance  with 
the  expressed  opinion  of  all  the  prominent  citi- 
zens around  me— timt  it  would  be  a  useless 
waste  of  blood,  without  being  productive  of 
any  beneficial  results  to  the  cause,  for  the  troops 
to  remain.    Captain  Baifey  tiien  returned  to  his 
ship,  under  escort  through  the  city,  at  his  own 
request,  of  two  officers  of  my  staff,  Colonel 
Lovell  and  Major  James,  and  I  then  advised  the 
Mayor  not  to  surrender  Ihe  dty,  nor  to  allow 
the  flass  to  be  taken  down  by  any  of  our  people, 
but  to  leave  it  to  the  enemy  to  take  them  down 
himself.    This  advice  was  followed  by  the  dty 
authorities ;  but  Ihe  idea  being  held  out  in  their 
subsequent  correspondence  with   the  Federal 
offioers,  that  they  were  placed  in  a  defenceless 
condition  by  the  withdrawal  of  tiie  troops,  but 
for  which  a  different  course  might  have  b^n 
pursued,  I   promptlv   telegraphed    to    Me^or 
James,  of  my  staff,  then  hi  the  city,  offering  to 
return  ait  once  with  my  whole  conmand,  if  the 
citizens  felt  disposed  to  resist  to  the  last  ex* 
tremity,  and  remain  with  them  to  the  eftd.  I  had 
deliberately  made  up  my  mind,  tiuit  alttiough 
such  a  step  would  be  entirely  indefensible,  in  a 
military  point  of  view,  yet  if  the  people  of  New 
Orleans  Were  desirous  of  signalizing  their  pa- 
triotism and  devotion  to  the  cause  by  the  bom- 
bardment and  burning  of  tkeur  city,  I  would  re- 
turn with  my  troops  and  noi  leave  as  long  as 
one  brick  remained  upon  another.     Hie  only 
palliation  for  such  an  act  would  be,that1twoidd 
give  unmistakable  evidence  to  the  world  that  our 
people  were  in  deadly  earaest    VhM   deter- 
mination, plainly  expressed  in  my  despatches 
to  Major  James  (herewith  transmitted  marked 
A),  was  read  by  nim  to  the  Mayor,  and  alsa  to 
the  city  council,  iu  presence  of  one  or  more 
prominent  citizeps.    The  opinion  was  genendly 
and  fk-eely  expressed  by  the  Mayor  and  o&ers, 
tiiat  the   troeps  ought  not  to  vetii^Q.  .  (See 
report   of  Major  James,  hereunto  appended, 
marked  B.)    I  went  to  the  city  mysdf ,  however, 
on  the  nignt  of  the  twenty^eigfath  of  AprU,  sod 
in  order  tiiat  there  miffht  be  no  mistake,  made 
the  same  proposition  m  person  to  fh»  Mayor. 
He  said  he  did  not  think  it  advisable  for  the 
troops  to  return — ^b&i  such  a  step  would  only 
be  followed  by  a  useless  sacrifloe  of  life,  with- 
out any  corresponding  benefit,  and  urged  dsp 
cidedly  that  It  be  not  done.    I,  however,  ad- 
dressed   him  a   letter    (herewith  appended, 


marked  O)  dedpring  m  wiBlngness  to  return 
and  sbsM  •  \mnkmmeot  with  theoi,  and 
waited  until  the  night  of  the  twenty-oiath  for 
an  answer,  but  reoeiving  none  in  wiiliDi^  re- 
turaed  to  Camp  Moore^  The  same  proposition 
was  made  by  me,  in  the  course  of  the  daj^,  to 
several  prominent  ctlizeniibut  was  invanal^y 
dissountenaaoed  by  them. 

For  a  ^vaeek  after  the  witfadzawal  of  the 
Voops  I  had  a  number  of  officers  in  the  city, 
and  kept  trains  F«B|UBg  regularly,  which 
brought  out  a  hx^^  amount'  of  govsiment 
perty  and  stoBSs,  as  well  as  ftose  of  the 
te  of  liouisiana.     Nearly  everything    was 

ought  awi^exoept  the  he%vy  guns  and  aome 
property  which  peseona  in  th^  uright  hskd  de- 
stroyed, and  everythiug  night  have  been  saved 
had  not  persons  rafnsed  to  work  for  vay  (Moan, 
fearing  mat  they  might  be  subjeoi^  to  pvoish- 
meot  by  the  enemy.  Msiyr,  also,  remsed  to 
woriL  for  Gonfedsiaite  mooejr,  whioh  oocaaioned 
some  delajr  aod  difficulty  ia  the  removal  of 
stores.  I  led  grali^ed,  however,  in  being  able 
to  state  that  we  broujght  asray  all  the  troops 
that  would  leaW,  and,  induding  the  pronerty  of 
the  State,  a  greasier  amount  ia  value  oian  be- 
longed to  the  government  What  we  £uied  to 
\a£f  was  fron  inalnlity  to  get  txanaportation. 
Ia  tais  duty  I  was  mainly  asaisted  by  Cohnel 
Lovell,  MMor  James,  Majpr  Ball,  Chtptaia  Vena^ 
bles,  and  Meutsnant  McDoQild,  to  whota  the 
government  is  greatly  indebted  for  the  aaf ety  of 
much  valuaUe  property.  It  was  a  souroe  of 
great  distress  to  me  to  see  the  result  of  moalhs 
of  toil  sod  labor  swept  awa(y  in  a  few  hours, 
but  it  was,  in  my  opinion,  mainly  attributable 
to  the  f oUowing  cansesi  whioh  I  oould  aot  by 
say  posstlality  coii^  t 

Isl  The  want  of  a  suffloieBt  aumbw  of  guns 
of  hesfvy  Qatibra,  whioh  every  exertieA  waa 
made  to  proeure,  without  micoMS.. 

2d.  The  feilure  through  iaeflDeienoy  and  want 
of  energy  of  those  whd  had  charge  of  the  ooa- 
atruotioa  of  the  ko&olad  steamers  Tjouiaiana 
and  MiaBias^)pi,  to  have  them  oom^ted  ia  the 
time  speoi&ed,  S0  aa  to  sonply  the  pboe  of  ob- 
structuwB ;  and,  Anally,  tne  deeftension  of  the 
officexs  in  ehasge  of  too  Louisiana  to  allow  her 
(though  aot  enthreljT  ready)  to  be  plaoed  as  a 
batteqr  in  the  position  indioated  by  Geoaral 
Duncan  and  myself  On  these  last  points  I  oould 
only  advise  and  anggest,  as  they  appertained  to 
a  separato  and  inid^ndent  department,  over 
wfaicn  I  had  no  ooatrol  whatever.  (See  letter 
of  Major  James,  hereunto  appended,  marked  D.) 

Opened  firo  on  th«  thirteenth  of  April,  which 
was  kept  np,  at  intervala,  for  ive  ou^  when 
the  mortars  opened,  and,  ftom  that  tuata,  with 
but  a  single  uitenuptioa  of  a  few  hoiffs,  a  boia- 
bsrdBQent  waa  kept  up  for  seven  di^  and 
nights,  <which,  for  great  rapidity  and  aoooraqy  of 
range,  has  no  parallel.  Mere  than  tventywe 
thousand  shells  were  thsowa,  of  whioh  not  leas 
than  one^hird  fell  within  t)ie  limite  of  Fori  Jack* 
son,  yet  the  gaqriaon  haki  eat  althoiUKh  wet, 
.without  change  of  dotfaing,  and  ^xhaaatad  for 
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want  of  rest  and  reg^okr  food,  wHh  s  herdc  en- 
duranoe  which  is.  beyond  all  praise,  ttai  the 
enemj  succeeded  hi  passing  a  laii^e  portioii  of 
his  fleet  by  the  forts  on  a  mxk  tdght,  wtd»  a 
heavy  fire,  is  due  to  no  fi^ilt  of  the  ganfson  of 
the  forts.  They  did  their  whole  duty,  nobly  and 
heroicalfy,  and  had  they  been  seconded,  sb  they 
shonld  haTe  been,  by  the  defenees  aioalw  we 
should  not  have  to  record  the  ftfl  of  New 
Orleans. 

To  the  ofRo^v  of  my  sttoff,  who  traAanpsBt 
montiis  of  severe  and  ardnons  labor,  oolleette^ 
snppKee,  creating  resonroes,  with  the  Bost  Hm- 
itea  "means,  and  preparinfl^  aU  sorts  of  materials 
and  mimilioQS  of  war  by  iDgeoioiis  makeshifts,  I 
retmn  my  thanls.  Left  in  tiie  city  with asmall 
force  of  badly  anned  militia,  all  opportunity  for 
distinctioQ  or  glory  was  cut  off;  yet  Hiey  never 
flajfged  in  their  zeal  and  devotion  to  the  caose. 
When  the  cotmtrf  knows  all  nat  was  done,  and 
under  what  disadvantages  it  was  aocompliiAied, 
I  feel  confident  that  their  verdict  wiU  do  am|>le 
justice  to  tiiose  who  riuved  equally  In  the  labors 
of  preparation,  while  they  were  denied  the 
glonr  of  taking  part  in  the  defence.  The  battle 
for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans  was  fonght  and 
lost  at  Forts  Jiackson  and  8t  Philip. 

The  extraordinary  and  remarkable  conduct  of 
the  garrisons  of  theee  forts,  in  breaking  out  in 
open  mutiny,  after  covering  themselves  with 
glory  hy  their  heroic  defence,  is  one  of  those 
strange  anomalies  for  which  I  do  not  pretend  to 
account  The  fitcts  are  recorded  ana  speak  for 
themselves.  The  causes  will,  probably,  never 
be  known  in  fuQ. 

For  the  detailed  accounts  of  the  bombard- 
ment of  the  forts,  and  the  engagements  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  fleets  by  them  and 
tiie  batteries  at  Ghalmette,  you  arQ  respectfully 
referred  'to  the  accompanying  reports  of  Gen- 
erals Duncan  and  Smith.  There  were  no  btkV 
teries  except  at  these  two  points,  for  the  reason 
that  no  guns  could  be  procured  to  place  in  them. 
I  had  frequent  occasion  to  regret  that  it  was 
found  impossible  to  give  me  control  of  the  de- 
fences afloat  as  well  as  here.  A  single  control- 
ling head  might  have  made  aQ  ^e  resources 
more  available  and  efficient  in  working  out  the 
desired  result 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  Loviax, 

CUMTlfoou,  Aprfl  28^  ISea. 

My  or  James  f  Neva  Orieana: 

n  the  people  are  willing  to  stand  the  result,  I 
will  bring  four  thousand  five  hundred  men  down, 
as  soon  as  I  can  give  them  arms  and  powder, 
and  stay  as  long  as  a  brick  remains.  It  is  their 
interest  I  am  endearoring  to  consult,  not  the 
safety  of  my  men.  I  have  nothing  but  in&ntry 
and  two  batteries  of  field  artillery,  which  would 
be  of  no  use  against  ships.  I  wiU  come  down 
myself  if  they  wish  it,  and  bring  the  men  along 


as  fast  as  ready.  They  are  newly  raised  regi- 
nmits,  asKi  are  being  now  armed  and  equipj>ed, 
as  you  know.  Gau'bep^  to  bring  them  down  to- 
morrow, if  that  is  the  desire  of  tiie  oitisens. 
Sfaafl  I  osMe  down  myself  to^ught  ?  Will  do  so 
if  I  can  be  of  any  aasistanoe,  and  leave  General 
Smith  te  oooiplete  the  orgaaisatiep,  and  brinj^ 
down  the  five  Yeffiments  when  ready.  The  cith 
zens  must  dedae  as  to  the  consequ^Mes.  I 
will  come  if  it  is  wished,  dieeiMly. 

M.  LOVBLL, 
imor'Ctaneral,  oommaiuUiig. 

Oxp  llbon^  AprU  38,  IMS. 

Myor  JcoMS^  New  Orleane : 

I  shaU  start  down  myself  with  an  aid  now^ 
and  am  perfectiy  ready,  if  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
dt^,  to  hold  it  to  the  end.  Itisfw  them  to  say, 
not  me. 

M.  LovxUf, 

(a) 

Oenend  M.  LomU: 

SzB :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  while  I 
was  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  twen^- 
seventh  of  April,  executing  your  orders  to  assist 
in  removiue  the  govejrnment  and  State  property, 
and  while  uie  nago&tions  were  goinff  on  be- 
tween the  cit^  authorities  and  the  Federal  offi- 
cers for  the  surrender,  I  wae  informed  that  the 
nature  of  &e  replies  to  the  naval  commander 
was  sud^  as  to  throw  some  eensure  upon  your- ' 
self,  for  leaving  them,  as  the  Mayor  styled  if, 
witaoui  military  protection. 

I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  advise  yon  of  this 
immediately,  the  result  of  which  was  the  en- 
closed despatches  from  you,  offering  to  return 
with  your  troops,  and  afford  them  all  the  pro- 
tection in  your  power,  but  that  the  responsibility 
of  any  results  mat  might  ensue  must  rest  upon 
the  citizens  themselves  I  read  your  despatches 
to  the  city  council,  which  was  uen  in  session, 
in  presence  of  Mr.  Pierre  Soul6,  who  happened 
to  oe  there  at  the  time.  That  gentleman,  who 
seemed  to  speak  for  the  Mayor  and  council, 
most  emphatically  declared  that  you  ought  not 
to  return  with  your  troops,  as  did  also  the  Mayor 
and  members  of  the  council.  Several  of  them, 
however,  declared  that  they  would  be  glad  to 
have  you  return  alone,  and  see  matters  for  your- 
self, to  which  effect  I  telegraphed  vou.  You 
came  'to  the  city  that  evening,  with  a  single 
Aide-de43amp,ana  went  with  me  to  the  Mayor's 
house,  where  you,  in  my  presence,  told  hhn 
that  tne  citizens'  should  have  no  cause  to  say 
that  they  were  obliged  to  submit  for  want  of 
nulitary  protection;  that  vou  were  ready  and 
wiling  to  bring  your  whole  command  into  the 
city  within  twentv-four  hours,  and  undergo  a 
bombardment  with  them,  if  that  was  their  de- 
sire. That  you  had  withdrawn,  to  enable  the 
Mtizens  to  decide  the  matter  for  themselves,  as 
it  was  they,  and  not  you,  who  had  their  fiunilies 
and  property  at  stake.  In  reply,  the  Mayor 
earnest^  declined  your  offer,  stating  that  you 
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had  done  all  in  tout  power,  and  tiiat  it  would 
be  a  naeleaa  waste  of  life  to  brinff  the  troops 
into  the  city.  He  abo  oiged  you,  Dy  all  meana, 
to  retire  from  fbe  aity  for  your  own  safety,  and 
anbaequently  asked  me  to  persuade  yen  to  leave 
as  soon  as  possiUe,  as  he  would  b»  hung  if  the 
United  States  aothoritieB  found  you  wese  at  his 
house. 

Veiy  respectful^. 

Tour  obedient  serrant, 

L.  L.  Jaxis, 

Volantfder  Alde-de-Gu&p. 
(C.) 


Na  1,  Knr  0BU4m» 

Han.  John  T,  Mtmroe,  Mayor  if  New  Oriecau: 
Snt :  When  the  enemy,  having  succeeded  in 
passing  our  defences  on  tne  river  with  his  fleet, 
anchored  abreast  tiie  ott;^ ,  it  was  apparent  that 
the  infentxy  troops  under  my  command  could 
offer  no  effectual  resistance,  and  their  presence 
would  only  serve  as  a  pretext  and  justification 
for  them  to  open  their  guns  upon  a  city  crowded 
with  women  and  children,  whom  it  '^as  impos- 
sible to  remove.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
determined  at  once  to  withdraw  my  troops,  and 
leave  it  to  the  citizens  themselves  to  agree  upon 
the  course  of  action  to  be  pursued,  in  relation 
to  the  welfare  of  their  fiBuniHes  and  woperty. 
I  now  beg  leave  to  say,  that  if  it  is  uie  detei^ 
mination  of  the  pecnple  of  the  city  to  hold  it  at 
any  and  all  hazaras,  I  will  return  witfi  my 
troops,  and  share  ttie  danger  with  them.  That 
my  return  will  be  foDowed  by  bombardment,  is, 
in  my  opinion,  certain ;  but  if  that  is  the  con- 
clusion dbme  to,  I  will  afford  all  the  protection 
in  my  power. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  Ijovbll, 
ll«|or-0«D6ral,  ooninMidtag. 

Gamp  Xoqbs,  'IprU  80,  IMS. 

Qeneral  M,  Lovdl,  Commanding  Department 
lio,  1: 
Gkneril:  At  your  request,  upon  my  return 
from  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  I  accompanied 
you  to  call  upon  Commodore  Whittle,  of  the 
navy,  at  his  headquartors  in  New  Orleans,  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  that  officer,  if  possible, 
to  place  the  iron-clad  gunboat  Louisiana  in  a 
position  below  f^orts  Jackson  and  St  Philip, 
from  which  she  could  enfilade  the  position  of 
the  enemy's  mortar  fleet,  and  drive  them  from 
it,  thereby  relieving  the  forts,  for  a  time  at 
least,  from  the  heavv  bombardment  then  going 
on,  which  would  allow  Brigadier-General  Dun- 
can to  make  such  repairs  as  were  necessary,  and 
what  was  ^uallj  necessary,  give  Uie  garrison 
some  rest  The  position  designated  for  the  ves- 
sel to  be  placed  in  was  in  an  eddv  upon  the 
Fort  St  Fhilip  side  of  the  river,  and  uxider  the 
protection  ox  the  guns  of  both  forts,  and  en- 
tirely out  of  the  line  of  the  bombardment ;  and 
it  would  require  a  change  of  position  of  the 


mortar  fleet  to  enaUe  them  to  strike  the  vessel 
with  shell,  if  she  could  have  been  struck  at  all. 
All  these  nets  were  fully  explained  by  yourself 
to  Commodore  Whittle,  and  he  was  requested 
l^  you,  by  all  means,  to  place  the  vessel  in  said 
position,  even  if  she  was  lost,  as  the  maintain- 
ing the  position  then  he)d  by  your  troops  in  the 
Ibrts,  without  this  assistance,  was  merely  a 
question  of  time.  To  this  earnest  appeal  upon 
your  part,  Commodore  Whittle  telegraphed  to 
G(vnnuaider  Mitehdl,  of  the  fleet  stationed  just 
above  the  forts,  "  to  strain  a  point,  yT  in  hi$ 
judgmmd  U  wob  neceaeary,  to  coiap\j  with  your 
reauesti  and  place  the  Louisiana  in  the  position 
before  spoken  oV*  As  the  result  shows,  the 
request  of  Commodore  Whittle  to  Commands 
Mitshell  was  not  complied  with. 

I  make  this  statement  voluntarily,  in  order 
thftt,  if  sver  th^  question  of  the  defences  of 
New  Orleans  should  arise,  thst  you  can  have 
•veiy  evidence  to  ^ow  that  it  was  not  certainly 
the  want  of  proper  exertions  on  the  part  of  the 
land  forces  which  caused  the  fail  of  New 
Orleans. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant 

L.  Lb  James, 

Volunliear  Aid»-de-Ouiip. 

BEPORI  OF  BBIGADOBR-OENERAL  J.  K.  DCNC&K. 

Vkw  OnxiMV  La^  i|ira  a»,  ISA 

]Uh{for  J.  Q.  PickeU,  Assistant  A^idant-Oenerd, 
Department  No,  1,  Can^  Moore^  La, : 

I  have  the  honor  ^  to  submit  the  foUowing 
report  of  the  bombardment  of  Forts  Jackson 
and  St  PhUip,  La.,  from  the  sixteenth  to  the 
twenty*fourth  of  April,  1862 : 

About  the  twenty-seventh  of  Msrch  I  was 
informed  hv  Lieutonan^Colonel  £.  Higgins,  com- 
manding Forte  Jackson  and  St  Philip,  compos- 
ing a  p^  of  the  coast  defences  under  n^  com- 
mand, that  the  enemy's  fleet  was  crossiiig  the 
bars,  and  entering  the  Mississippi  river  in  force. 
In  consequence,  I  repaired  at  once  to  that  post, 
to  assume  the  general  command  of  the  threM- 
ened  attack  n^on  New  Orleahs,  which  I  had 
always  anticips^d  would  be  made  from  that 
quarter.  Upon  my  arrival,  I  found  that  Fort 
Jackson  was  suffering  severebr  from  transpira- 
tion and  backwater,  occasioned  by  the  excessive 
rise  in  the  river,  and  the  continued  prevalence 
of  strong  easterly  winds.  Notwithstanding 
every  enort  which  could  be  made,  the  water 
kept  daily  increasing  upon  us,  partiy  owix^  to 
the  sinking  of  the  entire  site,  and  to  the  natural 
lowness  ox  the  country  around  it,  until  the  n»- 
rade-plain  and  casemates  were  very  genemlv 
submeiged  to  the  depth  of  from  three  to  eigh- 
teen inches.  It  was  with  the  utmost  diflSculty, 
and  only  then  by  isolating  the  magazines,  aini 
by  pumping  day  and  night,  that  the  vr^ter 
could  be  kept  out  of  them. 

As  the  officers  and  men  were  all  obliged  to 
live  in  these  open  and  submerged  caaematea. 
they  were  greatly  exposed  to  disconofort  ani 
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sIcknesB,  as  their  clothing  and  feet  were  alwaja 
wet  The  most  of  their  clothing  and  blankete, 
besides,  were  lost  by  the  iSre  hereiaafter  men* 
tioned.  Fort  St  Philip,  from  the  sane  causes, 
was  in  a  similar  condition,  but  to  a  lesser 
extent 

No  attention  haying  been  previotisly  paid  to 
the  repeated  reoniisilionB  for  gwis  of  heavy 
calibre  for  these  forts»  it  becaase  necessary,  in 
ti^eir  present  condition,  to  bring  in  and  mount, 
and  to  bnild  the  platforms  for  the  three  ten- 
inch  and  three  eight-inch  oolnmbiads,  the  rifled 
forty-two  pounder,  and  tiie  fire  ten-inch  sesr 
ooost  mortars,  recently  obtained  from  Pensaoob 
on  the  evacuation  of  that  plaee,  together  with 
the  two  rifled  seven-inch  guns,  temporwily  bor- 
rowed from  the  naval  eutborities  in  New 
Orleans.  It  was  also  found  Beceesary  to  pre- 
pare the  old  water  battery  to-  the  rear  oC  and 
Delow  Fort  Jaekson,  wluch  had  never  been 
completed,  for  the  reception  of  a  portion  of 
theee  f^uns,  as  well  as  to  construct  mortar-proof 
magBEines  and  ^eH  rooms  within  the  same. 

Id  consequence,  also,  of  the  charaoter  of  tiie 
expected  attack  by  heavy  mortars,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  cover  all  the  main  maga- 
Bines  at  both  forts  with  ssnd-baga  to  a  consider- 
able depth,  to  protect  them  against  a  vertical 
fire. 

After  great  exertions,  cheerfully  made  by 
both  offioers  and  meo,  and  bv  working  the  gar- 
risons by  reliefo  n^ht  and  day,  this  work  was 
all  accomplished  by  the  thirteenth  of  ApriL  No 
sooner  Ium  the  two  rifled  seven-inch  navy  g^ns 
been  i^aoed  in  position*  however,  thui  orders 
arrived  to  dismount  one  of  them  immediately, 
and  to  send  the  same  to  the  city  at  once,  t6  be 
placed  on  board  of  the  iron-dbad  steamer 
Louisiana.  I  strongly  remonstrated  against 
this  removal,  by  telegraph,  but  was  informed  in 
reply  that  the  orders  were  imperative,  and  that 
the  gun  must  be  sent  without  fail.  It  was 
accordingly  sent,  but  with  great  diffiocdty,  owiuff 
to  the  overflow  and  the  other  causes  statea 
The  garrisons  of  both  forts  were  greatlv  &tieued 
and  worn  out  by  these  labors,  performed  as 
they  were  under  pressure,  and  within  sight  of 
the  enemy,  and  owing  to  the  many  discomforts 
and  disadvantages  we  were  laboring  under,  in 
consequence  of  high  water.  In  the  mean  tune 
I  had  called  upon  tne  Greneral  commanding  the 
department,  for  two  regiments,  to  be  stationed 
at  the  quarantine  buildings,  six  miles  above  the 
forts,  to  act  as  a  reserve  force,  and  to  co-operate 
widi  the  forts,  in  case  of  a  combined  land  and 
water  attack.  I  also  asked  for  CSaptsan  W.  Q. 
Mullen's  company  of  scouts  and  sharpshooters, 
to  be  stationed  in  the  woods  below  Fort  isck- 
son,  on  the  ri^ht  bank  of  the  river,  for  tiie  pur- 
pose of  picking  off  the  officers  and^men  from 
the  enemy's  vessels,  when  assuming  their  sev- 
eral positions  of  attack.  Captain  Mullen's  com- 
pany, of  about  one  hundred  and  twen^^Ave 
men,  was  sent  down  as  requested,  and  stationed 
in  part  in  the  point  of  woods  below  Fort  Jack- 
son, and  the  remainder  on  the  Fort  St  Philip 


side,  opposite  the  raft  obstructing  the  river. 
The  Ghiymette  regiment,  consistiDg  of  about 
five  hundred  men,  Colonel  ^ysmanskie  com- 
manding, was  seat  to  the  quarantine.  A  part  of 
it  was  stationed  there,  and  company  detach- 
ments were  placed  at  the  head  of  the  several 
canals  leading  from  the  ri'^er  into  the  back  bays 
of  the  same,  to  euard  against  a  land  force  being 
thrown  in  laua<3ies  above  us. 

Four  steamers  of  the  river  fleet,  protected, 
and  to  a  oertain  extent  made  shot-proof  with 
cotton  bnlk<4ieads,  and  prepared  with  irouv 
prows  to  act  as  rams,  viz.,  the  Warrior,  Stone- 
wall Jackson,  Defiaace,  and  Resolute.  comniaQd- 
ed  by  Captains  Steohensoii,  PhiUns,  McCoy,  and 
Hooper,  respective^,  were  sent  aown  to  report 
to  and  co-operate  wi^  me.  The  steamers  Gov- 
ernor Moore  and  G(eneral  Quitman,  prepared  as 
those  before  mentione(L  and  commanded  by 
Captains  B.  Kennon  ana  A.  Grant,  were  sent 
down  in  like  manner  to  co-opesate  with  tiie 
forts,  and  ram  such  vessels  of  the  enemv  as 
might  succeed  in  passing.  The  naval  autnori- 
ties  also  sent  down  the  u  S.  steam  ram  Manassa, 
Captain  Warly,  C.  S.  navy,  commanding.  She 
was  stationed  a  short  distance  above  Fort  Jack- 
son, with  her  stram  up  constantly,  to  act  against 
the  enemy  as  occasion  might  offer.  Subsequent- 
ly, also.  Captain  F.  B.  Henshaw,  C.  S.  navy, 
arrived  in  oosunand  of  the  C.  S.  steamer  Jackson. 
The  raft  of  logs  aad  chains,  which  had  formerly 
been  yjaoed  across  the  river,  having  proven  a 
foilure,  upon  the  rise  in  the  stream  ana  the  con- 
stant veloc&inr  of  the  driCM>earing  current,  a  new 
ohsDtruction  had  been  placed  across  the  river, 
opposite  Fort  Jackson,  by  Lieutenant€oIonel  B. 
Higgins,  prior  to  his  assumption  of  the  com- 
msad  of  the  forts.  This  consisted  of  a  line  of 
sohooners  anchored  at  intervals,  with  bows  up 
stream,  and  thoroughly  chained  together  amid- 
ships, as  weU  as  stem  and  stem.  The  rigging, 
ralunes,  and  cable,  were  left  to  trail  astern  of 
these  schooners,  as  an  additional  impediment,  to 
tangle  in  the  propeller  wheels  of  the  enemy. 
This  schooner  raft  was  seriously  damaged  by 
the  wind  storm  on  the  tenth  and  eleventh  of 
April,  which  parted  the  chains,  scattered  the 
Bcnooners,  and  materially,  affectea  its  character 
and  effectiveness  as  an  obstruction. 

In  addition  to  the  wind,  the  raft  was  also  much 
damaged  by  allowing  some  of  the  fire-barges  to 
get  loose  and  drift  ^g;ainstat|  through  the  care- 
feasness  of  those  having  them  in  charge.  A 
hurge  number  of  these  fire-barges  were  tied 
to  the  banks  above  both  forts^  ready  at  all 
times  to  be  towed  into  the  current,  and 
against  the  enemy,  for  the  double  purpose  of 
finng  his  ships,  and  to  light  up  the  nver  by 
night  to  insure  the  accuracy  of  our  fire.  My  in- 
structions to  the  river  fleet,  under  Captain^te- 
phenaon  (see  attached  document  A),  were  to  be 
m  the  stream  above  the  raft^  with  such  boats  as 
had  stem  puns,  in  order  to  assist  the  forts  with 
their  ftre,  m  case  tiie  enemy  should  attempt  the 
passage,  as  well  as  to  turn  in  and  ram  at  all 
hasaros,  aU  such  vessels  as  might  succeed  in 
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rting  above  the  ntL  He  wtm  ebo  reqniied 
take  entire  control  of- the  fire-barg^  (eee  at- 
tached document  B),  to  reconnoitre  tiie  eaeny 
above  the  head  of  tlie  paeeee^  and  to  keep  a 
watch  boat  below  every  night,  near  the  point  of 
woods,  to  signal  the  approach  «f '  the  enemj. 
The  diagram  will  iUneCrate  attthe  points  retered 
to  in  thb  report 

The  same  instmotions  wers  given  to  Cbptsine 
Kennon  and  Graal  and^  mpon  his  arrival  Gap- 
tain  Rrashaw  was  duly  infomed  of  the  arnoge- 
ments  made,  in  which  he  promised  heartily  to 
cooperate.  While  the  easily  resoained  at  the 
heaa  of  the  passes,  twenty4wo  and  a  half  miles 
belew  the  forts,  and,  smeqvently,  when  he 
came  up  to  the  Jomp,  or  Wilder's  Bi^on,  the 
boats  of  the  river  fleet  took  turns  in  miming 
down  and  watching  his  movements.  For  a  fow 
nights,  also,  at 'this  time,  one  of  them  was  kept 
below  as  a  g^nazd  boat  We  had  telegraphic 
commuDication,  besides,  down  to  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  Jumps,  nine  miles  below  the  forts, 
which,  together  with  seonfes  operating  in  the 
bays  to  the  east  and  west  of  the  rivwr,  in  ridflh 
and  perogues,  kept  ns  duly  posted,  meanwhile, 
of  the  enemy's  movements  below,  as  far  down 
as  the  South-west  Fiss.  The  enemy  was  not, 
meanwhile,  idle  in  the  interim.  His  large  ves- 
sels wo^ed  over  the  South-west  Bar,  after  fail- 
ing to  make  an  entraoee  at  Pass  « I'Outrs,  and 
tiie  mortar  fleet  was  brought  up  as  fkr  as  the 
South-west  Pilot  Station,  where  the  laorters 
were  scaled  and  -aAerwaros  tested.  From  seven 
to  thhrteen  steam  sloops  of  w«r  and  gunboats 
were  constantly  kept  at  the  Head  of  the  Pums 
or  at  the  Jump,  to  cover  his  operations  below, 
and  to  prevent  our  observing  his  movements 
by  way  of  the  river.  By  gradual  and  regiriar 
approaches  he  carefully  dosed  up  the  forts,  day 
by  day,  and  opeiMd  the  attadc  as  hereinafter  de- 
taUed. 

ipriie. 
One  of  our  reconnoitring  steamers  was  chased 
and  followed  up  by  two  of  the  enemy's  gun- 
boato  as  far  as  tne  point  of  woods  below  Fort 
Jackson,  but  were  soon  forced  to  retire  bv  a 
few  shots  from  our  batteries.  This  was  his  srst 
reconnoissance  and  our  fire  was  not  returned. 

AprttU. 

Several  of  the  hostile  jpinboato  again  cajne  up 
to  make  olraervations.  They  would  occasionally 
show  themsdves,  singly  or  in  pairs,  above  the 
point  of  woods,  and  exohanf  e  a  few  shoto  with 
the  forts,  and  then  re^e  anm  behind  the  point 
Our  Bharpshooters  obtained  a  few  shote  on  this 
occasion,  but  with  very  partial  resuk,  owing  to 
tiie  lowness  of  the  surroundii^  counrtzy  and  the 
extreme  rise  in  the  river.  Many  of»  the  men 
were  up  to  their  waiste  in  water,  and  in  conse- 
ouence,  sickness  prevailed  among  them,  and  ash 
fitted  them  for  duly. 

The  enemy  spent  the  principal  part  of  the  day 
in  firing  grape  and  canister,  and  m  shelling  4he 
woods  to  drive  them  out  This  was  repeated 
the  following  day,  the  enemy  not  coming  with- 


in range  or  sight  of  the  forte,  bat  confining  hkn- 
self  to  shelling  the  woeds  below.  The  sban- 
shooters  ware  all  cbxven  out  by  tikis  second  day  s 
firing.  Our  telegrapkio  oomnumioatioa  bek>w 
was  also  brokBii  upt  as  tlie  wires  were  removed, 
and  many  of  the  poeto  cut  and  torn  down  by  tiie 
enemy. 

There  beiag  no  ether  paint,  above  or  bebw, 
where  the  sluffpshooters  oovld  profitably  set  in 
that  e^Moity,  and  as  many  of  toem  were^  uaiit 
for  dutjr  from  eoEposne,  I  deemed  it  advisabie 
to  dispense  with  their  services  and  aend  them 
te  the  city,  whieh  was  aooordingly  dene. 

It  being  of  the  highest  importance,  however,  to 
keep  1^  the  telegraphic  conmunioataoni  bdow, 
Lieutenant  T.  J.  Hoyster's  Gmnpany,  sappers  and 
miners,  Twenty-secend  Louisiana  volunteen, 
voiaaleered  his  services  with  fifteen  men  of  hia 
company,  to  sot  aa  sharpshooters  in  peiegnes, 
and  cover  the  operator  in  repairing  the  line  and 
m  nstaMishing  the  oonnectooo.  with  the  forts 
above,  as  w^  aa  to  anney  the  eneni^.  This 
also  fiMted,from  the  great  ajffunilty  of  managing 
the  peroguea  effectively  m  the  dense  ui^ei^ 
growth  of  the  swampy  woods  below,  and  the 
talsgnphand  the  aharpahootecs  had  to  be  ahan- 
doBted  in  oonsequeocew 

The  enemy  brought  up  his  whole  fleets  es> 
tending  the  same  fh>m  the  Head  of  the  Faeses 
to  the  point  of  woods  below  the  forts.  Orden 
were  repeatedly  gfven  to  CSe^tain  Stephenson,  of 
the  river  fleet  to  cauae  the  fire^Mnea  to  be 
sent  down  nightly  upon  fhe  enemy ;  but  wery 
attempt  seemed  to  prove  a  perfect  abortion,  the 
barges  being  out  adrift  too  soon,  so  thai  ^bey 
drifted  against  the  banks  directly  under  the 
forte,  firing  our  whafves  and  lighting  m  up,  but 
obscuring  the  position  of  the  enemy.  In  coo- 
sequence,  I  turned  the  control  of  them,  as  well  as 
ibe  boato  employed  to  tow  them  into  tiie  stream, 
over  to  Captain  Renshaw,  the  senior  naval  ofli- 
cer  present  I  also  directed  Oaotains  Kennon 
and  Qrant  to  report  to  him  for  oraers,  as  I  found 
great  difficulty  in  communicating  with  or  con- 
trolling the  vessels  afloat^  and  directed  Oaptaan 
Stephenson,  with  his  four  boate,  to  co-operate 
witn  Oaptain  Renshaw  in  every  poaaiUe  way. 
lliese  boate  of  the  river  fleet  it  seemed,  coaii 
not  be  turned  over  directly  to  tiie  immediate 
command  of  nsfval  ottoers,  owing  to  certain  coo- 
ditions  imposed  by  the  Navy  Department 

April  U. 
From  half-past  seven  o'clock  a.  jc^  the  ene- 
my's ginboate  came  round  the  point  repoatedly 
for  (waervation,  but  were  invariably  toroed  to 
retire  by  our  fire.  In  the  meantime  he  was  io- 
catine  the  position  of  th^  mortar-flotUla,  coci- 
posea  of  twenty-one  sohooners,  each  mountuig 
one  thirteeMnch  mortar  and  other  guna,  close 
against  the  bank  on  the  Fort  Jackson  aide^  «id 
behind  the  point  of  wooda.  At  half-oast  fuur 
o'dodc  p.  M.,  the  enemy  run  out  a  eunboat  aiu! 
fired  upon  tiie  fort,  under  cover  of  which  t«v 
mortir-boate  were  brought  out  into  tlie  streuBo 
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ThflM  boftta  opened  fire  vpon  Fori  Jeokeen  el 
five  p.  M .,  whiMi  wae  oootiniied  for  en  hour  and 
a  balf,  the  eoen^,  under  our  fire,  letamg  behfaid 
the  point  of  woode. 

One  fire-bene  eent  doim  sacoeeefafly  M^eiaet 
the  enemy  at  K>Qr  o'clock  a.  m.,  which  drifted  in 
among  hie  Teeeels  and  wae  fired  upon  by  them, 
onatuMP  oaneideiahle  mofvement  and  periinba- 
tioB.  Dniiiiff  the  day  fiaptaina  Beaahaar,  Ken» 
non,  Seani^  Ste^Moson^  nd  Hooper  paiaed  in 
torn  with  their  boata  below  tiie  laft,  now  very 
maoh  diaconnected  and  ecattered,  and  exchanged 
a  few  ^ts  with  the  hoatile  gimbaata  end  mor- 
tar-boata. 

Two  more  abortiTe  attempli  wen  made  to 
aeod  down  fire43acge8  againat  the  enem^  doriBg 
thenght 

At  nine  o'doek  a.  v.,  the  enemy  opened  tipon 
Fort  Jackson  with  his  enMre  morter^eet  ef 
iweuly-one  yeeselfl,  and  with  rined  gum  from 
hie  gtmboatB.  Fifteeii  of  them  were  conceeled 
behmd  the  point  of  Mroode,  and  the  otiier  six 
faanled  ont  in  ^  stream  at  an  angle  with  them 
(see  diagram),  just  at  the  extrome  range  of  oar 
heaTiest  gnns.  Oar  ire  disabled  one  gunboat 
and  one  mortar*boat,  caosing  those  in  the 
stream  to  retire  behind  tbe  coYer  of  the 
woods.  Qeneimlly  onr  shots  Ml  short  for  hok 
of  elevation,  and  in  conseqwioe  of  the  inferi* 
ority  of  onr  powder  compered  to  that  of  the 
enemy.  Sven  oar  nearest  gon^-Hi  tea4n<di  coa 
ooast  mortar— ^wonld  not  reach  his  boats  with 
the  heaviest  charges.  The  enemy  eeased  firing 
at  seven  o'ch)ck  p.  ■.,  havhig  fired  this  day  two 
thonsand  nine  hondred  and  ninety-seven  mortar 
shells. 

The  qoartcffs  in  the  bastions  were  firad  and 
bnmed  down  earfy  in  the  day,  as  weH  as  the 
qnarters  immediately  wi^ont  the  fort  The 
citadel  was  set  on  fire  and  exthigoished  several 
times  dnring  flie  first  part  of  the  day ;  but  later 
it  became  impossible  to  put  oat  the  flames,  so 
that  when  tbe  enemy  ceased  firing  it  was  one 
homing  mass,  greatiy  endangering  the  maga- 
zineB,  which,  at  the  time,  were  reported  to  be 
on  fire.  Man^  of  tiie  men,  and  most  of  the  ofll- 
cers,  lost  their  beddkig  and  clothing  by  these 
fires,  which  greatly  added  to  the  discomlorts  of 
the  overflow.  The  n^oriar  fire  was  aeonrate  and 
terrible,  many  of  the  diells  faUing  everywhere 
withhi  the  fort,  end  disabling  some  of  our  best 
guns.  I  endeavored  to  get  the  naval  forces  to 
carry  down  fire-barees  against  the  enemy  so  as 
to  disperse  it,  bat  they  were  all  let  spo  above  the 
raft,  and  with  snch  a  laek  of  jndgm'ent  that 
they  only  lodged  nnder  the  fbrts  and  did  not 
reach  the  enemy. 

(See  attached  doeoment  C.) 

None  of  the  boats  acted  as  a  gaard^oat  be- 
low the  raft  at  night,  so  that  in  consequence  the 
enemy  sent  up  two  launches  to  examine  the 
character  of  tbe  raft  obs  true  ting  ^e  river. 

The  mortar-fleet  again  opened  at  half-past  six 


o'dock  A.  K.,  and  the  fire  was  constantly  kept 
up  throughout  tbe  day.  Gunboats  constanuy 
esine  above  the  point  diifog  the  day  to  en- 
gage the  forts,  but  were  as  constantly  driven 
back  by  our  fire.  One  of  them  we  crippled, 
which  was  towed  behind  the  point  of  woods. 
The  enemy's  fire  was  excellent,  a  large  portion 
of  his  shdls  faUing  within  Fort  Jackson.  The 
terce-plain,  parade^plain,  parapets,  and  platforms 
were  very  mueh  out  up^-as  well  as  muoh  dam- 
age dona  to  the  caswaates.  The  magaziaea 
were  considerably  threatened,  and  one  shdl 
nassed  throu^  into  the  casemates  contaimag 
flaad  ammunition.  One  ten-iaoh  and  one  eight* 
inch  oolniabiad,  one  thuty*two  and  one  twenty* 
four  pounder,  and  one  ten4nch  siege  mortar, 
weee  disaUea  in  the  main  work.  Also  two 
thiity-two^onnders  in  the  water  battery. 

Bombaroment  continued  very  regularly  and 
accurately  aJU  nighi    Failures  sgarn  made  in 

sending  down  fire-barges. 

Apruao. 

Some  rain  in  the  uoTDing.  Boinbaordment 
conatant  throughout  the  day,  with  occasional 
shots  from  the  gupboats  around  tbe  point. 
Wind  very  hi^h.  No  fire-bargea  sent  down  to 
light  up  the  nver  or  diatract  the  attention  of 
the  enemy  at  night.  In  consequence,  between 
eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  p.  u^  under  cover  of 
the  heaviesi  shelling  during  the  bombardment 
thus  far,  one  of  the  enemy's  Kunboats  came  up 
in  the  darkness  and  attempted  to  cut  the  chains 
oi  the  raft  and  drag  q8  the  schooners.  A  heavy 
fire  waa  opened  upon  her,  which  caused  her  to 
retire,  but  not  untQ  she  had  partially  acoon^ 
plished  her  purpose.  The  raft  after  this  could 
not  be  regwded  as  an  obstruction.  The  fire 
ocwtiaued  UDintermptedly  aU  night 

Firing  continued  aB  day  and  dd  nMit  without 
interruption.  Several  guns  disabled.  Disabled 
guns  were  repaired,  as  mr  as  practicable,  as  often 
as  accidents  happened  to  them  or  their  platforms. 
Fort  Jackson  by  this  time  was  in  need  of  exten- 
sive repairs  almost  everywhere,  and  it  was  with 
extreme  pleasure  that  we  learned  of  the  arrival, 
during  the  night,  of  the  iron-dad  steamer  Lou- 
isiana, under  the  cover  of  whose  heavy  guns 
we  expected  to  make  the  necessary  repairs. 

AprUaS. 

By  te  dkection  of  the  Mf^or-General  com- 
manding the  department  everything  afloat,  in- 
dnding  the^towboats,  and  the  entire  control  of 
the  fire>barges,  was  toraed  over  to  Captain  John 
K.  MitOhell,  G.  8.  Naivy,  commanding  the  G  S. 
Naval  Foroes,  Lower  Miseissipni  River.  I  also 
gi^e  Captain  Mitchell  one  hunored  and  fifty  of 
our  beat  men  from  Fbrts  ^Mskson  and  St  Philip, 
under  Lieutenants  Dixon  and  Gkndy,  and  Gap- 
tain  Byan*  to  serve  a  portion  of  the  guns  of  tho 
Louisiana,  and  to  act  as  shsrpshooters  on  the 
same  vessd.  In  an  interview  with  Captain 
Mitchell,  on  the  morning  of  this  date,  I  learned 
that  the  motive  power  of  the  Louisiana  was 
not  likely  to  be  completed  within  any  reason- 
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able  time,  and  that  in  oonaequeiioe  it  was  noi 
within  the  range  of  probabUitiee  that  she  oonM 
be  regarded  as  an  aggressive  steamer,  or  timt 
she  could  be  bronirht  into  the  pending  action  in 
that  character.  As  an  hx)n-clad;  invulnerable 
floatin^-batterj,  with  sixteen  guns  of  the  heavi- 
est oahbre,  however,  riie  was  then  as  complete 
as  she  would  ever  be.  Fort  Jackson  had  aiready 
undergone,  and  was  still  subjected  to,  a  terrible 
fire  of  thirteen-inch  mortar  shells,  which  it  was 
neoessaiT  to  relieve  at  once,  to  prevent  the  dS^ 
aUing  of  aB  the  best  guns  at  that  fort  And 
although  Fort  Bt  Fhifip  partiaUv  opened  out 
the  point  of  woods  oonoealing  the  enemy,  sad 
sallantiy  attempted  to  dislodge  him  or  draw  his 
fire,  he  nevertheless  doggedly  persisted  in  his 
one  main  object,  of  battering  Fort  Jackson. 
Under  these  circumstanoes  I  considered  that 
the  Louisiana  could  only  be  regarded  as  a  bat- 
tery, and  that  her  best  possible  position  would 
be  below  the  raft,  close  in  on  the  Fort  St 
Philip's  shore,  where  her  fire  could  dislodge  the 
mortar-boats  from  behind  tiie  point  of  woods, 
and  give  sufficient  respite  to  Fort  Jadcson  to 
repair  in  extenso.  This  position  (X  on  the 
diagram  herewith  sent)  would  give  us  three 
direct  and  cross-fires  upon  the  enemy's  ap- 
proaches, and  at  the  same  time  insure  the  Lou- 
isiana from  a  direct  assault,  as  she  would  be 
immediately  under  the  guns  of  both  fbrts. 
According^,  I  eamestiy  and  strongly  nrged 
these  views  upon  Oaptain  Mitchell,  m  a  letter 
of  this  date  (copy  lost)  but  without  avail,  as 
will  be  seen  by  his  reply  attached  as  docu- 
ment D. 

Being  so  deeply  impressed  myself  with  the 
importance  of  tnis  position  for  the  Louisiana, 
and  of  the  necesntf  of  prompt  action,  in  order 
to  insure  the  success  of  the  impending  vtrxif- 
gle,  I  again  urged  this  subject  upon  Oaptam 
Mitchell  during  the  latter  part  of  the  same  day, 
as  absolutely  indispensable  and  imperative  to 
the  safety  of  New  Orleans,  and  to  the  control 
of  the  lower  MississippL  Mv  efforts  were  in- 
effectual  to  fet  him  to  move  the  boat  from  her 
original  position  above  the  forts.  His  reply  is 
attached  as  document  E,  in  which  he  is  sus- 
tained by  all  the  naval  officers  present  having 
the  commaod  of  vessels.  I  also  addressed  him 
two  other  notes  through  the  day,  the  one  in 
regard  to  sending  fire-barges  against  the  enemy, 
end  the  other  rehtive  to  keeping  a  vigilant  look- 
out from  all  his  vessels,  and  asnng  for  oo-open- 
tion,  should  the  enemy  attempt  to  pass  during 
the  night    (See  attached  document  F.) 

Bombardment  continued  during  the  day  and 
night,  being  at  times  verv  heavv.  During  the 
day  our  fire  was  prinoipaUy  confined  to  sheOfng 
the  point  of  woods  from  both  forts,  and  with 
in>parentty  good  results,  as  the  mortar-fire  was 
slackened  towards  evening.  The  casemates 
were  very  much  out  up  1^  the  enemy's  fire, 
which  was  increased  at  night  There  was  Ktlto 
or  no  success  in  sending  down  fire-barges,  as 
usual,  owing  in  part  to  the  condition  of  the  tow- 
boats  Mosher,  Music,  and  B^e  Algerine,  in 


charge  of  Hm  same,  eiplained  by  attached  doo- 
tmient  G.  This  does  not  excuse  the  neglect, 
however,  as  there  were  six  boate  of  ttte  river 
fleet  available  for  this  servioe,  indepeodent  <^ 
those  alluded  to,  and  fire-barges  were  plentiiuL 

April  33. 

Th'B  day  broke  w«nn,  dear,  and  cloudleis. 
No  imflMcUate  rfllief  behig  looked  for  frtnn  our 
fleet;  the 'entire  comnand  was  turned  out  to 
repair  damsgss  tmder  a  very  heavy  fire  of  tiie 
enemy. 

The  bombardment  continued,  withoat  inter- 
mission, throughout  the  di^,  but  slackaiked  cif 
about  twelve  o'dook  v.,  at  which  hour  ^eie 
was  evecy  indioation  of  an  eshaostioa  on  the 
part  of  the  mortar-flotilla.  Henoe  it  beoame 
evident  that  the  tactics  of  the  enemy  would 
Bsoessarily  ba  idMaeed  into  an  attack  with 
broadsides  by  lua  hrger  vessels.  In  oonae- 
quenoe,  these  views  were  laid  before  Oaptun 
Mitchell,  and  he  was  ssaia  urged  to  place  the 
Louiaiaiia  at  the  point  before  mentioned,  bebw 
the  raft  and  near  the  Fort  St  Fhil^  bank  of 
the  vivar,  to  meet  the  eniergen<gr-  (See  at- 
tMhad  Doowneirt  H.)  Cintain  Mitchell's  reply 
is  attaehed  in  doonmeotB  Ii,  I,  J,  and  E,  wherein 
he  positively  declines  agaja  to  aasHme  the  only 
peaition  whiioh  offered  us  every  possible  chance 
of  success,  and  GbptaiDS  Molntosh,  Huger,  and 
War^  sustain  C^^tain  Mitchell  in  his  views 
of  the  oase.  Just  before  sundown,  under  a 
very  heavy  mortar-fire^  the  enemy  sent  op  a 
amall  boat,  and  a  series  of  white  flags  were 
piscitei  on  the  Fort  St  Philip  bank  of  the  river, 
oommeneing  aboot  three  hundred  and  eighty 
yards  above  the  lone  tree  upon  that  ahora. 
This  ooofirmed  my  previous  views  of  an  early 
and  difEerent  attack  from  tlM  usual  motUr 
bombardment,  especially  as  I  presumed  tiiat 
tiiese  flags  indicated  the  positions  to  be  takoi 
up  by  the  several  vessels  in  their  new  line  of 
operation.  As  nothioff  was  to  be  e^qwctod  foca 
the  liouiaiana,  after  the  correspondence  during 
the  day,  I  could  only  inform  Gaptatn  M^^'^ImB 
oi  this  new  movement  of  the  eneiay  (aea  ai> 
taohed  document  L),  and  particulady  imiReas 
upon  him  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  river 
well  lit  up  with  fire-barges,  to  act  as  an  impedi- 
BMut  to  the  aneniy,  and  assist  the  acouracy  of 
our  fire  in  a  night  attack.  lieutenant  Shyrock, 
G.  S.  N.,  Oqptain  MitohellVi  aid,  came  oai  diore 
about  nine  e'dock  p.  m.,  to  inform  me  that  the 
Tiouisiana  would  be  ready  for  serviee  by  the 
nsKt  evening — the  evening  of  the  twent^-fovlh. 

I  informed  him  tiMt  time  was  evarytluziir  to 
us,  and  thatto-merrow  would,  in  aU  probabffitf , 
prove  too  late.  Lieutenant -C!olonel  Hirans 
warmly  seconded  my  opimoB,  and  warned  Lien- 
t^nant  Sh^ock  that  the  final  battle  waa  iarau- 
nent  withm  a  few  hours. 

In  regard  to  lighting  the  river,  LiaatflaBCBt 
Shvrock  stated  tbat  fire-badges  would  be  regu- 
larly sent  down  throughout  the  night,  everf 
two  hours,  and  as  none  had  been  sent  up  to 
that  hour  (9.80  o'dook  p.  K.),  he  left,  iafiomiqg 
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me  that  this  matter  woqM  be  attended  to  as 
Boon  as  he  arriyed  on  board. 

To  my  utter  Burpriee,  not  one  shigle  ftre- 
barge  waa  sent  down  the  river,  notwraurtand- 
ing,  at  any  hour  of  tfaia  night  It  was  Smpoesible 
for  us  to  send  them  down,  as  everything  afloat 
bad  been  turned  over  to  Captain  MiticheH,  by 
order  of  the  Major-Oeneral  commanding,  and 
the  fire4>arge8,  and  the  boats  to  tow  them  into 
the  stream,  were  exclusiyelj  tmder  his  aontroL 
In  conseqnenoe  of  this  crimmal  neglect,  the  river 
remained  in  complete  darkness  mrougfaoiit  ttte 
entire  nk^ht  The  bombardment  continued  all 
mght)  ana  grew  furious  toward  mofning. 

Aprtis«. 

^t  8^0  A.  M.,  the  lavger  vessels  of  12m  eneinr^ 
were  observed  to  be  in  motion,  and,  as  we  pre- 
sumed, to  take  up  the  positioos  indicated  by 
the  small  flags  planted  by  them  ob  the  previous 
evening.  I  then  made  my  last  and  final  appeal 
to  Oap&tt  Mitchell,  a  copy  of  which  is  attached 
as  document  M. 

The  Louisiaoa  was  stiU  in  her  old  position 
above  Fort  St  Philip,  suironnded  oy  her 
tenders,  on  board  of  which  was  the  nu^erity  of 
her  canaoniers  and  crew,  and  the  otiMr  bcaite  of 
the  fleet  were  generally  at  anchor  above  her, 
excepting  the  /aekson.  Captain  Renshaw,  C.  8. 
N.,  commanding,  which  had  been  seat  the  day 
before,  at  my  auggestiottv  to  prevent  the  landing 
of  forces  throu^  the  canals  above.  The  Mo- 
Bae  lay  near  and  above  tiie  LouiaiaBa,  and  the 
steam-zam  Manassas,  with  her  tender,  aemained 
in  her  constant  position  above  Fort  Jackson, 
both  with  steam  np,  and  ready  for  immediaie 
action.  The  enemy  evidentiy  anticipated  a 
strong  demonstration  to  be  made  against  him 
with  fire-baiges.  Finding,  apoa  his  approach, 
however,  tiiat  no  anch  demonstration  was  made, 
sad  that  the  only  resistance  offered  to  his  pea- 
sage  was  the  expected  fire  of  the  forts  ■ -the 
broken  and  scattered  raft  being  then  no  obstacle 
— ^I  am  satisfied  tiiat  he  waa  suddenly  in^bed, 
for  the  first  tinie,  to  ran  the  aauntiet  at  aJi 
hasards,  although  not  a  part  of  his  original 
design.  Be  this  as  it  may,  a  rapid  rush  was 
made  by  him,  in  columns  of  twos  in  echelon, 
so  as  not  to  interfere  with  each  other'a  broad- 
sides.  The  mortor-fire  was  furiously  increaaed 
upon  Fort  Jackson,  and  in  dashine  by,  each 
of  the  vessels  delivered  broadside  mter  broad- 
aide  of  shot,  shell,  grape,  caniater,  and  spherical 
case,  to  drive  the  men  from  oar  goaa. 

Both  tiie  offioers  and  men  stood  up  manMly 
nnder  this  galling  and  fearlnl  haiL  aad  the 
batteries  of  both  forta  were  promptly  opened 
ttt  their  longest  rahgi^  with  shot^  dieU,hotahot, 
and  a  littie  crape,  sod  most  gallaiitly  and  rsiridly 
fought,  until  tne  enea^r  saeceeded  in  tr^ting 
above  and  beyond  our  raaga. 

The  absence  of  light  on  the  river,  together 
with  the  smoke  of  the  guna,  made  the  obso«xl|y 
BO  dense  that  scarcely  a  vessel  waa  visiUa,and 
in  consenuenoe,  the  gaaaers  weia  obhced  to 
govern  their  firing  entirelv  by  the  flasoea  of 
the  enemy's  gtma.    I  am  folly  satisfied  that  Ihe 


enemy's  dash  was  sucoessliil,  mainly  owing  to 
the  cover  of  darkness,  as  a  firi|;ate  and  several 
ettnboats  were  forced  to  retire  as  day  was 
breaking.  Simikir  results  had  attended  every 
prevkma  attempt  made  by  the  enemy  to  pass  or 
to  reconnoitre^  when  we  had  sufiicient  fight  to 
fire  with  accural  and  effact  The  passage  waa 
of  abort  dnxatkm,  having  been  accomplished 
between  three  and  a  half  a.  m.,  and  daylight, 
under  a  very  rapid  and  heavy  pressure  of  steam. 
Of  the  part  taken  in  this  action  by  the  Louisi- 
ana, Manassas^  snd  the  otiier  vesselB  composinff 
the  co-operating  naval  forces,  I  cannot  speak 
wMi  any  degree  of  certainly,  excepting  tiiat  the 
Louisiana  is  reported  to  have  fired  but  tw^ve 
riiota  dnrinir  the  ang^^mant  Bat  to  the  he- 
rofo  and  gaSant  manner  in  which  Captain  Huger 
handled  Sad  fought  the  McBae,  we  can  all  bear 
evidence.  The  Defiance,  Cantain  McCoy  com* 
mandmg,  was  the  only  vessel  saved  out  oi  the 
river  fleet 

Shortiy  after  daylight  the  Manassa^waa  ob- 
served driftiag  down  bv  the  forts.  She  had 
been  abandoned  and  fired,  and  was  evidentiy  in 
a  ainking  condition. 

The  McBae  was  considerably  cut  up  in  this 
action  by  diot  and  grape. 

The  Hsaohile  was  nm  on  shore  about  a  mile 
above  the  forts,  wiiore  she  hasted  a  white  flag, 
but  by  the  prompt  action  of  the  McRae,  die  was 
prevented  from  fiiUinff  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  She  was  simseqtiantiy  wrecked  and 
homed.  The  Wanior  was  run  ashore  and  (fared 
on  the  point  just  above  ^rt  St  Philip. 

Nothmg  was  known  by  us  of  the  movements 
of  the  Stonewall  Jackson,  the  GK)vemor  Meore, 
or  tiie  General  Quitman.  The  steamers  Mosher, 
Music,  and  BeU  Algerine,  in  charge  oif  the  fire> 
barges,  were  all  destroyed.  So  was  also  the  Star. 
The  heroic  courage  dirok^ed  by  the  officera  and 
men  at  bath  forts  was  deserv  lag  of  a  better  suo- 
oeas,  especiallT  after  the  fortitude  which  they 
constantly  exhibited  through  the  long  tedium 
of  a  proteacted  bombardment,  unsurpassed  for 
its  terrible  accuracy,  constancy,  and  foiv. 

Thirteen  of  the  enen^'s  vessels,  ont  of  tw«ity- 
tiiree,  succeeded  in  getting  by,  viz. :  the  Hart- 
ford, Pensacola^  Ricbmona,  Brooklyn,  Missia- 
sippi,  Oneida,  Iroquois,  Cayuga,  Wissahickon, 
Sciota,  Kineo,  Katahdin,  and  Pinola.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  foregoing,  and  to  Yaruna,  and  such 
ether  vessels  as  were  sunk,  there  were  six  g[UB- 
boats  and  one  frigate  engaged  in  this  action, 
besides  tiia  mortaMotilla.  Heavy  chaina  were 
flaked  along  the  sides  of  the  most  of  these  vee- 
sela  a^an  iron-j^roof  protection.  The  extent  of 
the  damage  which  waa  done  to  the  enemy  we 
have  no  meana  of  asoertainii^.  The  vessela 
which  passed  all  csme  to  an  anchor  at  or  below 
•aaaantine,  six  mUes  above  the  forts,  wtiere 
tn^  resaained  until  about  ten  o'cfodc  a.  m.,  when 
they  all  passed  slowly  up  the  river,  with  the 
exception  of  two  gunboats  left  at  the  quarantine 
aaagaard« 

Shortiy  after  the  fleet  above  got  under  wei^,a 
gunboat  from  below  made  her  appearance  with  a 
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flag  of  trace,  and  verbft&y  deouiidtd  Hie  bqp- 
render  of  the  forts,  in  the  name  of  Commander 
D.  D.  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommandiB^  tiie  mortar- 
flotilla,  mider  the  penalty  of  reopeiung  the  bom- 
bttrdmen^  which  had  ceased  mor^y  after  the 
passage,  ii)  case  of  refnsaL  The  demand  was 
rejected,  and  the  bombardment  was  reopened 
about  twelve  o'clock  m.  It  conthraed  nntil  near 
snndown,  when  it  ceased  altogether.  The  entire 
morttf^eet,  and  all  the  other  vessels  excepting 
six  gnnboats,  then  got  nnder  weigh  and  psssed 
down  the  river  and  oat  of  sight,  imder  foil  steam 
and  sail  A  vigilant  lookont  was  kept  np  above 
and  below  during  the  night,  but  an  reawined 
quiet  Bo  long  as  the  moftar-fleet  remained 
below,  the  position  i^ierein  the  Lotdsiana  could 
rrader  the  greatest  assistance  to  the  forts  was 
the  one  below  Fort  St.  Philip  hereinbefore  mei^ 
tioned,  where  the  fire  from  her  batteries  could 
dislodge  the  enemy  from  behind  the  point  of 
woods. 

After  thSe  mortar-fleet  had  l^t^however,  and 
when  the  enemy  had  got  in  foroe  above  the  forts, 
the  question  was  materiafly  chaneed,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  fact  that  all  of  our  heavy  guns  at 
both  forts  had  been  mounted  to  bear  upon  the 
lower  approaches,  and  not  on  those  above. 

The  most  efifoctive  position  whidli  the  Louisi- 
ana coidd  then  take  as  a  batlerv,  was  in  the 
bight  above  Fort  Jackson,  where  her  guns  could 
protect  our  rear,  and  sweep  the  long  reach  of 
river  above,  toivards  the  quarantine.  This 
wotdd  still  insure  her  safety,  as  she  would  be 
under  the  guns  of  both  forts.  This  is  evident 
by  a  reference  to  the  point  (XX)  on  the  dia* 
gpram. 

In  several  personal  interviews,  and  by  cor* 
respotidenoe  with  Captain  Mitch^  on  this  data 
(see  attached  documents  N,  0,  P,  Q,  and  B),  I 
requested  him,  during  the  morning  of  the  twentjr- 
fomrth,  while  the  mortar-fleet  was  below,  to 
place  the  Louisiana  below  the  raft  and  dislodge 
It;  and  later  in  the  day,  when  tiie  mortar-£e 
was  nearly  exhausted,  to  place  her  in  the  pori* 
tion  (XX),  above  Fort  Jackson,  to  ssnst  in  re- 
pelling an  attack  from  the  vessels  above. 

Daring  the  day  she  was  in  an  imfit  condition 
to  assume  either  position,  for  the  reasons  given 
by  Captain  Mitchell  in  his  letters  to  me.  The 
intoxicated  volunteers  referred  to  w«pe  none  of 
my  men,  nor.  did  they  get  their  liauor  at  the 
forts,  as  there  was  none  on  hand  uere  daring 
the  bombardment,  excepting  the  small  supplies 
oi  hospital  stores  in  the  medical  department 

▲prUSft. 

No  attack  attempted  during  the  day  by  tiie 
enemy,  either  from  above  or  below.  The  gUB- 
boats  from  the  quarantine  and  from  the  point  of 
woods  below  occasionally  shovred  themselves 
for  observation,  but  without  firing.  During  the 
day  all  the  principal  guns  that  would  admit  of 
it  at  both  forts  were  prepared  at  once  so  as  to 
traverse  in  a  full  circle,  and  bear  above  or  bekyw 
as  necessity  m^ht  require.  Some  of  the  twenty- 
four  pounder  barbette  guns  at  Fort  Jackson  were 


also  replsesd  by  guns  of  heavier  caUbre,  tobear 
on  the  river  above. 

Permission  was  granted  by  the  enemy  to  &6 
Goitfederate  States  Stesmer  McRae  to  proceed 
to  New  Orieaos,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  with  the 
wounded.  Availing  ourselves  of  the  ofier  of 
0^>tain  Mitchell,  the  seriously  wounded  of  both 
forte  were  sent  on  board  of  her*  As  it  was  late 
when  tbs  wounded  were  all  gotten  on  board, 
the  Mdpae  dia  not  g^t  off  untu  the  next  morn- 
ing, dtill  felled  daring  the  day  in  getttim;  Ou>- 
ti&MitdheU  to  place  &e  Ix>uisiaDa  in  the  bi^t 
abow  Fort  Jiackson,  where  she  could  sot  against 
the  enenur  from  above.  One  of  the  raft  soiocn- 
ers  was  burned  during  the  night  to  light  1h» 
river,  sod  all  remained  quiet 

A  gunboat  with  a  white  flas  dropped  down 
from  the  qusrsntine  to  esoort  the  McRae  cm  her 
mission.  The  McRae  did  not  again  retom  to 
the  forts.  Four  of  the  enemv's  steamers  were 
in  sight  at  the  quarantine  at  dawn.  A  gunboat 
oooasiooafly  showed  •herself  below  to  recon- 
noitre. In  tim  direction  of  Bird  Islaiid,  and  bade 
of  the  salt  works,  a  large  stsam  frijgate  and  an 
oidiasry  river  stesmer  ^ipeared  in  sight,  the 
latter  working  her  way  up  the  bay  behind  Fort 
8t  Philip^  apparently  towards  the  qusrantineL 
During  the  day  Gaptun  Mitchell  communicated 
with  tne  enemy  above,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and 
learned  that  the  city  had  surrendered,  and  tiiat 
the  Confederate  BbUes  steam  ram  Mississippi 
had  been  burned  by  our  authorities.  The  wreck 
of  the  floating  dock  or  battery  drifted  by  the 
forts  about  four  o'elock  p.  m. 

The  Louisiana  was  not  placed  in  the  pomtioii 
required  of  her  during  the  day,  Coptaia  MitdieU 
promiaing  to  pat  her  there  the  next  day,  the 
twenty-seventh.  Another  raftschooner  burned 
for  light,  and  all  quiet  during  the  night  No 
riiote  exchanged  during  the  day. 

Aprusr. 

At  daylight,  the  steamer  which  had  been  ob* 
served  the  day  before  working  her  way  up  tiie 
back  bays,  was  in  view,  immediately  in  the  rear 
of  Fort  8t  Philip,  and  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Fort  Bayou.  A  frigate  and  five  other  Teoaela 
were  also  in  sight  towards  Bird  Island,  one  of 
which  was  seen  working  her  way  up  the  bay. 
From  tea  to  thurteea  launches  wore  visiUe  near 
the  boat,  back  of  Fort  9t  Philip,  by  meaos  of 
whi<^  troops  were  being  leoded  at  the  quaivitine 
above  us.  About  twelve  o'clock  v.,  one  of  the 
enemy's  ranboato  from  below  nmde  her  appear- 
ooee,  vBder  a  flag  of  tnice^  bearing  a  written 
demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  forte,  s^ned  by 
CoBunsader  David  D.  Porter,  U.  3.  N.,  oomnm»i> 
lag  mortar^fotina.  (See  attached  docmiieiit  S.) 
The  forte  refased  to  surrMider.  (See  attadwc 
document  T.)  About  four  o'clock  p.  ai^  tiw 
Fraoch  maa^if-war  Milan,  Oaplain  Qouet  cem- 
maadmg,  passed  up  to  the  city,  alter  asking  sad 
obtaining  penoission  to  do  so.  The  poeitioai  of 
the  Louisiana  still  remained  undbsnged. 

8o  far,  throughout  die  entire  bombatdmesil 
and  final  aetion,  the  spirit  of  the  trocpe 
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oheerfol,  oonfident,  and  covxageovs.  They  were 
mostly  foreign  enliBtmentB,  without  any  peat 
interestB  at  Btake  in  the  ultimate  BOoceBs  of  tlie 
revcdntion.  A  reaction  set  in  among  them  dur- 
ing the  lull  of  the  twenty-fifth,  twenty-sixth, 
and  twenty-seventh,  when  there  was  no  other 
excitement  to  arouse  them  than  the  &tigue  duty 
of  repairing  our  damages,  and  when  the  rumor 
was  current  that  the  city  had  surrendered,  and 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  No  reply  had 
been  reoelTed  from  the  city  to  my  despatches, 
sent  by  couriers,  on  the  twenty-fourth  and 
twenty-fifth,  by  means  of  which  I  could  reassure 
them.  They  were  still  obedient^  but  not  buoyant 
and  cheerfuL  In  consequence,  I  endeavored  to 
revive  their  courage  and  patriotism,  by  publish- 
ing an  order  to  both  garrisons,  attachea  hereto 
as  dociunent  U.  I  reeret  to  state  that  it  did  not 
produce  the  desired  effect  Everything  re- 
mained quiet,  however,  until  michiight,  when 
the  garrison  at  Port  Jackson  revolted  en  masse, 
seized  upon  the  guard  and  posterns,  reversed 
the  field-pieces  commanding  tne  gates,  and  com- 
menced to  spike  the  guns,  while  many  of  the 
men  were  leaving  the  fort  in  the  meantime, 
under  arms.  All  this  ocouxred  as  suddenly  as 
it  was  unexpected. 

The  men  were  mosily  drawn  up  under  arms, 
and  positively  refused  to  fight  any  longer,  be- 
sides endeavoring  by  force  to  bring  over  the  8t 
Mary's  cannoniers,  and  such  other  few  men  as 
remained  true  to  their  cause  and  country.  The 
mutineers  stated  that  the  officers  intended  to 
hold  out  as  long  as  possible,  or  while  the  pro- 
visions lasted,  and  then  blow  up  the  forts  and 
everything  in  them ;  that  the  city  had  surren- 
dered, and  that  there  was  no  further  use  in 
fighting ;  that  the  enemy  were  abont  to  attack 
by  land  and  water,  on  three  sides  at  once,  and 
that  a  longer  defence  would  on^  prove  a 
butchery.  £veiy  endeavor  was  made  by  the 
officers  to  repress  the  revolt,  and  to  bring  the 
men  to  reason  and  order,  but  without  avaLL 
Officers  upon  the  ramparts  were  fired  upon  by 
the  mutineers,  in  attempting  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  spiking  of  the  guns. 

I  am  peatly  indebted  to  the  Rev.  Father 
Nachon  lor  his  efforts  to  quell  the  mutineers, 
through  some  of  whom  he  learned  that  the  revolt 
had  been  discussed  among  them  for  two  days, 
and  yet  there  was  no  one  man  true  enough  to 
communicate  the  fact  to  his  officers.  Signals 
also  were  said  to  have  been  passed  between  the 
forts  during  the  niarht,  ana  while  the  mutiny 
was  at  its  height.  Being  so  general  among  the 
men,  the  oSusen  were  helplesa  luid  powerless  to 
act. 

Under  these  circumstances,  there  was  but  one 
course  left,  viz. :  to  let  those  men  go  who  wished 
to  leave  the  fort,  in  order  to  see  the  number  left, 
and  to  ascertain  what  reliance  could  be  placed 
upon  them.  About  one-half  of  the  garrison  left 
immediately,  including  men  from  every  company, 
excepting  the  St.  Mary's  cannoniers,  volunteers 
and  regiuars,  non-comnussioned  officers  and  pri- 
Tates,and  among  them  many  of  the  very  men  who 
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had  stood  last  and  best  to  their  guns  throughout 
the  protracted  bombardment  and  the  final  actio]  i 
when  the  enemy  passed.  It  was  soon  evideut 
that  there  was  no  fight  in  the  men  remainiug 
behind,  that  they  were  completely  demoralized, 
and  that  no  faith  or  reliance  could  be  placed  in 
the  broken  detachments  of  companies  left  in  the 
fort 

In  the  mean  time  we  were  totally  ignorant  of 
the  condition  of  affiurs  in  FortSt  Philip, and  as  all 
of  our  small  boats  had  been  carried  away  by  the 
mutineers,  we  could  not  communicate  with  that 
fort  till  the  next  morning.  As  the  next  attack 
upon  the  forts  was  likely  to  be  a  combined 
operation  by  land  and  water,  and  as  Fort  St. 
Philip  was  uie  point  most  threatened,  from  the 
nature  of  the  country  around  it,  and  from  the 
character  of  the  work  itself,  with  narrow  and 
shallow  ditches,  and  but  little  relief  to  the  main 
work,  it  was  self-evident  that  no  reduction 
could  be  made  in  its  garrison  to  strengthen  that 
of  Fort  Jackson,  oven  if  all  the  men  there  re- 
mained true.  In  fact,  two  additional  regiments 
had  been  asked  for  at  quarantine,  in  anticipation 
of  such  an  attack,  to  act  as  a  reserve  to  strength- 
en the  garrisons  of  both  forts.  With  the  enemy 
above  and  below  us, it  will  be  apparent  at  once, 
to  any  one  at  all  familiar  with  the  surrounding 
cotmtry,  that  there  was  no  chance  of  destroying 
the  public  property,  blowing  up  tho  forts,  and 
escaping  with  the  reniaimng  troops.  Under  all 
these  humiliating  circumstances,  there  seemed 
to  be  but  one  course  open  to  us,  viz. :  to  await 
the  approach  of  daylight,  communicate  then 
with  the  gunboata  of  the  mortar  flotilla  below, 
under  flag  of  truce,  and  negotiate  for  a  surren- 
der under  the  terms  offered  us  bv*Goumander 
Porter,  on  the  26th  inst.,  and  which  had  pre- 
viously been  declined. 

April  28. 

A  small  boat  was  procured,  and  Lieutenant 
Morse,  Post-Adjutant,  sent  over  to  convoy  the 
condition  of  affairs  to  Fort  St  Philip,  as  well  as 
to  Captain  Mitchell,  on  the  Louisiana.  Cuptain 
Mitchell  and  Lieutenant  Shvrock,  C.  S.  N.,  camo 
on  shore  and  discussed  the  whole  question ; 
after  which  they  left,  remarking  that  they  would 
go  on  board,  and  endeavour  to  attack  the  enemy 
above  at  the  quarantine,  notwithstanding  that 
reasons  had  been  given,  from  time  to  time,  for 
not  moving  Ibis  vessel  into  her  proper  position, 
only  a  few  hundred  ^ards  distant  Captains 
Squires  and  Bond,  Lomsiana  artillery,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Dixon,  commanding  the  company  of  C.  S. 
regular  recruita,  came  on  shore  shortiy  after- 
wards from  Fort  St  Philip,  and  concurred  with 
us  that,  under  Uie  circumstances,  we  could  do 
nothing  else  than  surrender,  as  they  were  not  at 
all  confident  of  the  garrison  there,  after  the  un- 
looked-for revolt  at  Fort  Jackson,  although  none 
of  their  men  had  left,  or  openly  revolted. 

For  these  reasons,  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent 
down  to  communicate  wiUi  the  enemv  below, 
and  to  carry  a  written  offer  of  surrender  under 
the  terms  offered  on  the  26th  instant  (See  at 
tached   Document   V.)     This   communication 
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brought  up  die  Harriet  Lane  atid  three  other 
gunboats  opposite  the  fort,  with  white  flags  at 
the  fore,  white  flags  being  displayed  from  the 
yards  of  the  flag-masts  at  both  forts,  while  the 
Confederate  flags  waved  at  the  mast-heads. 
While  negotiations  were  pending  on  the  Harriet 
Lane,  it  was  reported  that  the  steamer  Louisi- 
ana, with  her  guns  protruding,  and  on  fire,  was 
drifting  down  the  river  towards  the  fleet  As 
the  wreck,  in  descending,  kept  close  into  the 
Fort  8t  Philip  shore,  the  chances  were  taken  by 
the  enemy  without  changing  the  position  of  his 
boats. 

The  guns  of  the  Louisiana  were  discharged 
at  random  as  she  floated  4own,  and  the  boat 
finally  blew  up  near  Fort  8t  Philip,  scattering 
its  fia^ents  evenrwhere  within  and  around  the 
fort,  killing  one  of  our  men  and  wounding  three 
or  four  others. 

Captain  Mcintosh,  C.  8.  N.,  who  had  been 
severely  wounded  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty 
on  the  night  of  the  enemy's  passage,  and 
who  was  then  lying  in  a  tent  at  uiat  fort,  was 
nearly  killed  also.  As  far  as  I  could  learn,  how- 
ever, the  Louisiana  was  fired  prior  to  the  time 
that  the  enemy's  boats,  with  white  flags,  came 
to  an  anchbr  abreast  of  the  forts  to  negotiate. 
8he  was  fired  in  her  first  and  original  position, 
without  any  change  of  any  kind  since  her  arrival 
at  the  forts. 

The  terms  of  capitulation  are  attached  hereto 
as  Document  W,  in  addition  to  which  Command- 
er Porter  verbally  agreed  not  to  haul  down  the 
Confederate  flag  or  hoist  the  Federal,  until  the 
officers  should  get  away  from  the  forts. 
^  The  officers  of  Fort  Jackson  and  the  St  Mary's 
cannoniers  left  about  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  for  &e 
city,  on  board  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Ken- 
nebeck,  and  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
ninth  in  New  Orleans.  The  officers  of  Fort  St 
Philip  were  sent  up  the  next  day,  and  all  the  men 
subsequently,  within  a  few  days,  as  transporta- 
tion could  be  furnished,  excepting  the  men  who 
revolted  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-«eventh, 
many  of  whom  enlisted  with  the  enemy.  Upon 
my  arrival  in  the  city  I  found  the  enemy's  ves- 
sels were  lying  off  the  town,  and  that  no  flag,  ex- 
cepting that  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  on  the 
City  Hall,  was  visible  upon  the  shore.  I  also 
learned  that  Flag-officer  Farragut  had  directed  it 
to  be  hauled  down  and  the  united  States  flag 
hoisted  in  its  stead,  upon  the  penalty  of  shell- 
ing the  city  within  forty-eight  hours  if  the  de- 
mand was  not  complied  with,  and  that  he  had 
warned  the  city  authorities  to  remove  the  wo- 
men and  children  within  the  time  specified. 

I  therefore  deemed  it  my  duty  to  call  at  once 
upon  the  Mayor  at  the  (Xty  Hall,  and  inform 
him  of  the  fate  of  the  forts  below,  which  I  did 
accordingly.  Learning  there,  from  one  of  his 
aids,  that  the  Major-&eneral  commanding  the 
department  was  still  in  the  city,  I  called  upon 
him  in  person,  and  verbally  reported  the  main 
incidents  of  the  bombardment,  the  passage  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  capitulation  of  the  forts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  re- 


port of  Lieutcmant-Colonel  E.  Higgins,  Twenty- 
second  regiment  Louisiana  volunteers,  com- 
manding Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip,  and  those 
of  the  different  compai^  and  battery  command- 
ers, together  with  the  Surgeon's  reports  of  the 
killed  and  wounded.  The  report  of  Colonel 
Sysmauski,  commanding  the  Chalmette  regiment 
at  quarantine,  has  not  been  received  by  me, 
so  wat  I  am  unable  to  report  upon  his  opera- 
tions. 

I  fullv  endorse  the  just  praise  bestowed  in 
the  enclosed  reports  upon  the  officers  at  both 
forts,  and  warmly  return  them  my  thanks. 
They  all  distiuguisiied  themselves  by  cool  cour- 
age, skill,  and  patriotism  throughout  ^e  entire 
bombardment,  and  by  the  patient  fortitude  wi& 
which  they  bore  the  several  trying  ordeals  of 
water,  fire,  and  the  energetic  fury  of  the  ene- 
my's protracted  and  continuous  fire. 

I  must  also  bear  testimony  to  the  cheerful 
courage  and  prompt  and  willing  obedience  with 
which  the  men  performed  their  duties  through- 
out the  bombardment,  and  up  to  the  sad  night 
when  they  took  the  rash  and  disgraceful  step  of 
rising  against  their  officers,  breaking  through 
all  discipline,  and  leading  to  such  disastrous  and 
fatal  consequences.  I  can  charitably  account 
for  it  only  on  the  grounds  of  great  reaction  after 
the  intense  physiod  strain  of  many  weary  days 
and  nights  of  terrible  fire,  duriug  which  they 
were  necessarily  subjected  to  every  privatiim 
from  circumstances  beyond  our  control,  but 
which  tihey  had  not  the  moral  courage  to  sharv 
and  sustain  with  their  officers,  all  of  whom  were 
subjected  to  the  same  hardships  in  every  par- 
ticular. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Higgins,  commanding 
the  forts,  my  thanks  are  especially  due,  for  his 
indefatigable  labors  in  preparing  his  heavy  bat- 
teries, preparatory  to  the  attack,  almost  in  the 
face  01  the  enemy,  and  for  the  quiet,  skilful, 
and  judicious  manner  in  which  he  caused  them 
to  be  fought  He  was  present  everywhere,  and 
did  his  whole  duty  well  and  thoroughly.  (^}>- 
tain  M.  T.  Squires,  Louisiana  regiment  of  artil- 
lery, as  senior  officer  in  charge  of  Fort  St. 
Philip,  under  orders  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hig- 
gins, commanding,  fuUy  sustained  every  antici- 
pation entertain^  of  his  gallantry,  akUl,  and 
efficiency. 

During  the  first  day's  bombardment,  when 
Captain  Anderson  was  wounded,  n^  Aide-de- 
Camp,  Lieutenant  William  M.  Bridges,  Louisiana 
artillery,  volunteered  to  command  the  ten-indi 
columbiads  on  the  main  work,  and  I  retom  hhn 
my  thanks  for  the  gallant  and  efficient  manner 
in  which  he  fought  them  during  the  rest  of  the 
action. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  making  personal  men- 
tion of  my  volunteer  aides.  Captain  Wilbam  T. 
Sevmour  and  Captain  Y.  R.  Smith,  for  the  vala- 
able  assistance  which  they  rendered  nte  ac 
all  times.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Doct«*f« 
Bradbury  and  Foster,  who  volunteered  iheJ 
services  to  assist  Assistant  Surgeona  L.  Burt 
and  C.  D.  Lewis,  at  Forts  Jackson  and  8t  Fh^ip 
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respectively,  and  most  efBciently  did  thev  aid 
in  this  department  Doctor  Bradbury  remained 
at  Fort  Jackson  until  its  &11,  and  was  paroled. 
Doctor  Foster,  at  my  request,  accoinpanied  Hie 
wounded  soldiers  to  the  city  on  the  Confederate 
steamer  McRae. 

Messrs.  Fulda,  Stickney,  and  Sergeant  Y.  R. 
Poindezter,  Fourth  Mississippi  volunteers,  tele- 
graphic operators,  rendered  the  most  valuable 
services  m  keeping  open  our  communication 
above  and  below,  under  the  most  dangerous  and 
difficult  circumstances.  Although  wo  have  failed 
in  our  mission  of  keeping  the  enemy's  fleet  from 
passing  the  forts,  and  have  been  subjected  to 
the  deep  humiliation  of  surrendeting  the  charge 
intrusted  to  our  keeping  to  the  enemies  of  our 
country,  I  must  nevertheless  state,  in  common 
justice  to  myself  and  those  under  my  command, 
that  to  the  very  best  of  our  ability,  with  the 
means  at  our  disposal,  our  whole  duty  was  per- 
formed faithfully,  honestly,  and  fearlessly.  If 
all  had  to  be  gone  through  with  again,  under 
similar  events  and  circumstances,  I  know  that 
we  should  be  forced  to  the  same  results  and 
consequences. 

Great  as  the  disaster  is,  it  is  but  the  sheer 
result  of  that  lack  of  cheerful  and  hearty  co- 
operatioYi  from  the  defences  afloat,  which  we 
had  every  right  to  expect,  and  to  ihe  criminal 
negligence  oi  not  lighting  up  the  river  at  night, 
when  the  danger  was  imminent,  and  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  absolutely  known,  almost  to 
tlie  hour  of  the  final  attack.  Except  for  the 
cover  afforded  by  the  obscnritv  of  the  darkness, 
I  shall  always  remain  satisfiea  that  the  enemy 
would  never  have  succeeded  in  passing  Forts 
Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DUNOAK, 
BrigMli0r-6«nera],  late  oommanding  Ooast  DefenoM. 

Nnr  Oruuhb,  La.,  lUj  18,  1892. 

Mqjor  J.  O.  PickeU^  Assistant  Adjuiant-Qeneraly 
Deparimsnt  No.  1,  Camp  Moore^  La. : 
Majob  :  In  addition  to  the  foreeoing  report,  I 
wish  to  add,  that  upon  the  arrival  of  the  parol- 
ed enhsted  men  from  Forts  Jackson  and  St 
Philip  in  this  city,  I  endeavored,  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  to  see  that  they  were  properly  cared 
for,  until  such  time  as  they  could  be  sent  out  of 
town.  As  far  as  it  could  be  done,  they  were 
paid  in  part  for  the  time  due,  and  arrangements 
were  also  made  through  the  City  Safety  Com- 
mittee to  have  them  boarded  and  lodged  tem- 
porarily, all  with  the  view  of  preventing  them 
from  going  over  to  tiie  enemy  through  distress 
and  starvation.  In  this  I  was  very  much 
assisted  by  Captain  M.  T.  Squires,  and  First 
Liieutenant  L.  B.  Taylor,  Louisiana  regiment  of 
artillery.  Notwithstanding  that  they  were  thus 
amply  provided  for,  scores  of  them  have  been 
daily  going  over  to  the  enemy  and  enlisting 
since,  untilnow  there  are  but  a  verv  few  left 
from  either  fort  not  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy. 
Altibongh  I  really  did  think,  at  the  time  of  the 


surrender,  that  some  few  of  the  men  were  loyal, 
the  fiicts  which  have  sinoe  come  to  light  have 
perfectly  satisfied  me  that  nearly  every  man  in 
both  forts  was  thoroughly  implicated  and  con- 
cerned in  the  revolt  on  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  April,  with  the  exception  of  the 
company  of  St  Mary's,  cannoniers,  composed 
mostly  of  planters. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DuNOAir, 
Brigadtor-Geaeral,  late  commanding  Coaai  Defenoea. 

(DoocwT  A.) 
Font  JiODCW  IXD  8r.  Pmir,  La.,  April  6,  1882. 

Cbptetn  Qlephensxin^  oommanding  River  Fleets 
preaeni: 

OATTAa :  Keep  your  boats  in  constant  readi- 
ness at  all  times  for  the  enemy's  approach. 
Should  he  attack,  all  vour  fleet  must  be  kept 
above  the  raft,  and  such  of  your  boats  as  have 
stem  guns  should  lay  in  the  middle  of  the 
stream  above  the  raft,  and  without  the  field  of 
our  fire,  and  use  these  guns  against  the  enemy. 

Should  any  boat  of  the  enem^  by  any  means 
get  above  the  raft,  you  must  instantly  ram  it 
with  determination  and  vigor,  at  all  risks  and  at 
every  sacrifice.  All  signal  mast-head  lights 
should  be  kept  extinguished  at  night,  or  never 
hoisted.  Trusting  to  your  known  energy,  and 
to  the  great  expectations  anticipated  of  the 
river  fleet  by  your  friends,  I  have  every  confi- 
dence that  your  whole  duty  will  be  tlioroughly 
performed. 

Very  respectfuUy, 

Your  Obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DUKOAK, 

Brigadier-Ctooeral . 
(B.) 

HaiPQiJARma  Forxb  jACESOir  axd  9r.  Pmup,  \ 

April  0,  1888.        J 

Certain  Jno.  A»  Stephenson,  oommanding  River 
Fleet,  present : 

Captain  :  Keep  one  of  your  boats  constantly 
below,  night  and  day,  opposite  the  wooded 
point,  where  you  can  watch  the  movements  of 
the  enemy.  Signal  us  his  approach,  and  the 
number  of  vessels  seen  coming  up,  and  give  me 
a  copy  of  the  signals  for  our  government  at  the 
torts. 

I  wish  you  to  take  the  entire  control  of  the 
fire-rafts,  and  you  will  be  assisted  therein  by  the 
steamers  Star,  Algerine,  and  such  other  boats  as 
I  can  procure  from  the  city  for  the  purpose. 

Your  own  knowledge  of  the  river  and  the 
currents  will  enable*  you  to  set  them  adrift  at 
such  time  as  your  judgment  warrants. 
Very  respectfully, 

I  our  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DUMCAlf, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding  Ooaat  Defmoei. 

(C) 

Jicnox,  April  18, 1881 

CoUmel  Higgins:  ^      m.^     a 

Dbae  Sir:  Yours  just  received.  The  fire- 
barge  was  sent  down,  as  I  supposed,  by  your  . 
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order.  Oaptain  Grant  accompanied  me  to  select 
a  proper  place  to  let  her  go.  She  was  fired  by 
my  order,  but  was  not  aware  that  she  was  too 
close  to  ^e  fort,  but  the  eddy  current,  after  firing, 
probably  brought  her  into  too  close  proximity 
to  the  fort  I  regret  the  affiur  was  an  abor- 
tion. 

Be8pectfuny, 

T.  6.  Bjbhbhaw, 
0.  a  N. 

(D.) 

G.  8.  Bbaioe  LotJOUiCA,  ofv  I^ort  JAcnoir,  1 

April  22,1862.        / 

OmercU  J,    K.    Duncan^   commanding    Coasi 
BrfeMxn.FcH  Jackson : 

Qeneral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  yours  of  this  date,  asking  me  to 
place  the  Louisiana  in  position  below  uie  raft 
this  evening  if  possible. 

This  vessel  was  hurried  away  from  New  Or- 
leans before  the  steam  power  and  batteries  were 
ready  for  service. 

Without  a  cr^w,  and  in  many  respects  very 
incomplete,  and  this  condition  of  things  is  but 
partially  remedied  now,  she  is  not  yet  prepared 
to  offer  battle  to  the  enemy ;  but,  should  ne  at- 
tempt to  pass  the  forts  we  will  do  all  we  can  to 
prevent  it,  and  it  was  for  &is  purpose  only  that 
she  was  placed  in  position  where  necessity  might 
force  her  into  action,  inadequately  prepared  as 
she  is  at  this  moment 

We  have  now  at  work,  on  board,  about  fifty 
mechanics,  as  well  as  her  own  crew,  and  those 
from  other  vessels,  doing  work  essential  to  the 
preparation  of  the  vessel  for  battle.  Qnder  these 
circumstances,  it  would,  in  my  estimation,  be 
hazarding  too  much  to  place  her  under  the  fire 
of  the  enemy. 

Every  effort  is  being  made  to  prepare  her 
for  the  relief  of  Fort  Jackson — ^the  condition  of 
which  is  folly  felt  by  me ;  and  the  very  moment 
I  can  venture  to  face  our  enemy  with  any  rea- 
sonable chance  of  success,  be  assured.  General,  I 
will  do  it,  and  trust  that  &e  result  will  show 
you  that  I  am  now  pursuing  the  right  course. 
I  am,  venr  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Jno.  K.  MrrcHELL, 

ODimnaadio^  C  S.  Nftval  Forces,  Lower  Hiss. 

P.  8. — The  Jackson,  with  launch  No.  3,  will 
go  up  to  the  quarantine  this  afternoon,  to  watch 
the  enemy,  as  suggested  in  your  note  this  morn- 
ing. 

Respectfully,  eta, 

J.  K.  M. 

CL  &  SnufB  LouiBLurA,  hxak  Fort  Jacbkni,  1 

April  ^1862.        / 

Oeneral  J,  K.  Duncan,  commanding  Coast 
DefenoeSf  Fort  Jackson : 
Qbneral  :  On  the  receipt,  last  night,  of  your 
second  communication  of  yesterday  s  date,  ask- 
ing me  to  place  this  vessel  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  I  consulted  the  commanding  officers  of 
liie  G.  S.  naval  vessels  present  on  the  subject, 


and  herewith  annex  a  copy  of  their   opinion, 
sustaining  my  own  views  on  the  subject 

I  feel  the  importanoe  of  affording  relief  to 
your  command  as  soon  as  possible ;  but,  Gene- 
ral, at  the  same  time  I  feel,  and  I  know,  tlie  im- 
portance to  the  safefy  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
rhilip,  and  tiie  city  of  New  Orleans,  of  havbg 
this  vessel  in  proper  condition  before  seekii^ 
an  encounter  with  the  enemy.  K  he  seeks  one, 
or  attempts  the  passage  of  the  forts  before  this 
vessel  is  ready  I  shalT  meet  him,  however  un- 
prepared I  may  be. 

We  have  an  additional  force  of  mechanics 
firom  the  dty  this  morning,  and  I  hope  that  by 
to-morrow  night  the  motive  power  of  the 
Louisiana  will  be  ready,  and  in  the  meantime 
her  battery  will  be  in  place,  and  other  prepara- 
tions will  be  completed,  so  as  to  enable  her  to 
act  against  the  enemy.  When  ready,  you  will 
be  immediately  advised. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  MrrcHBLL, 

Oommandiog  G.  8.  Narsl  Forces,  Lower  Miss. 
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LOUMAVA,  XBAK  FOKT  JACDQOr,  \ 


April  22, 1882. 

Two  communications  having  this  day  been 
received  from  Brigadier-General  Duncan  (here- 
with attached,  marked  N:>s.  1  and  3,  and  also 
the  answer  of  Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell,  Xo.  1, 
marked  No.  2),  requesting  that  the  Louisiana  be 
placed  in  position  below  the  raft  in  the  river, 
near  Fort  Jackson,  a  consultation  was  beld  by 
Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell  with  Commander 
Mcintosh  and  Lieutenants  commanding  Huger 
and  Warley,  who  fully  sustained  the  views  of 
Commander  MttcheU,  as  expressed  in  his  reply 
(marked  No.  2),  declining  to  comply  with  the 
request  of  Brigadier-Crenefal  Duncan. 

C.  F.  McIktosh, 

Commandtiig  C  &  N. 

T.  B.  HuoER, 

IJeutAiiaat,  ocHnnMOMliiig. 
N.  S.  Wablbt, 

L4cmt4uia:it,  oommaBdioc. 

Qborge  S.  Shtkock, 

UmxtenAat  C.  SL  N.,  Aide  to  oommandlns  oOoa. 

a  &  Bnim  LovBUMA,  Fo«T  Jao0O!l  > 

April  22, 1SC2.     I 

General  J,  K.  Dunoon,  eommanding  Gdcat  D^ 
fences  at  Fort  Jackson: 

Gbnvral  :  Your  two  notes  of  this  date  have 
been  received.  A  fire  has  been  ordered  to  be 
built  below  St  Philip,  as  you  reoueated,  except 
that  it  will  be  on  the  beach,  and  a  r«^t  will  be 
kept  ready  to  fire  and  turn  adrift,  as  jou  re- 
quested, near  Fort  Jacdnon,  in  the  event  of  rh^ 
apprehended  attack  being  made  by  tlie  enemv 
to-night  I  shall  ateo  direct  a  v^&ant  look'-i' 
to  be  kept  by  all  the  vessels,  and  to  co-ope^at^ 
with  you  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  forts  ai 
every  hazard. 

Your  request  respectmg  the  report  of  the  W 
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condition  of  the  engines  of  the  Mosher  will 
claim  my  attention  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfnllj, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 
John  K.  Mitchxll, 

OommaDdlng  C  B.  Naval  Itorow,  Lowar  MtalMlpiii. 

(O.) 

GL  8.  StiAXBLouauKA,  oivFoKr  Jiooov,  \ 

AprU28,18«.     J 

To   Lieutencmt   oommanding  Huger^  Assistcmt 

Engineeer  ,   Assiskmt   Engineer 

,  C.  8.  Steamer  McEae,  off  Fort 

Jackson: 
GxNTUOfSN :  The  steamers  Mosher  and  Belle 
Algerine  having  been  represented  as  being  unfit 
for  service,  jou  will  please  to  examine  them 
carefully,  wiuiout  delay,  and  report  to  me  in  du- 
plicate their  condition.  In  the  performance  of 
this  duty,  please  state  the  cause  of  any  damage 
you  may  discover,  with  such  reconmiendations 
as,  in  your  judgment,  you  may  deem  proper. 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 

Oommanding  C.  8L  Naval  Forces,  Lower  MisalaelppI  River. 

Gaptain  Huger  will  fill  up  the  blanks  with  the 
names  of  the  two  engineers  he  thinks  most  suit- 
able for  the  service,  belonging  to  the  McRae. 

CL  S»  BxBAiciR  LouvoAir^  \ 
Apra  22,  1802.     / 

Samuel  Brock,  Senior  Engineer,  McBae  : 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  we  have 
held  a  survey  upon  the  steamer  Belle  Algerine 
and  the  tog  Mosher.  The  latter  has,  we  think, 
loosened  the  after-bearing  of  her  sliaft  This 
we  can,  I  think,  obviate  m  a  few  hours.  The 
Belle  Algerine  leaks  badly  in  th%  bows  from 
two  holes  knocked  in  her,  the  Captain  reports, 
while  working  in  the  raft,  and  also  while  landing 
guns  at  Fort  St  Philip.  This  we  can  also  rem- 
edy, and  are  now  doing  so.  I  trust  by  to-night 
both  vessels  will  be  serviceable. 

Very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant. 

T.  B.  fiuovR, 

Commanding  McBaai 

John  K  Ihmoan,  Oomammding  Coast  D^enoes : 
Gbnvral  :  Above  you  will  see  the  report  on 
the  vessels  reported  to  you  as  unfit  for  service. 
I  send  it  for  your  informatioD* 
ReapeotfuHy, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
John  SL  Mrohbui, 

Oommanding  0, 9.  Naval  Ibroea. 
VOK  jACBKnr,  La.,  April  88, 18tt. 

Cfaplain   J,  K,   MtkMl,   oommanding  Naeal 

Forces,  Lower  JftMiM^ppt  Eiper  : 

Captain  :  I  ain  of  the  oproion  that  tiie  mortar 

practice  of  the  enemy  aeainst  Fort  Jackson 

must  be  nearly  ezhaustea,  and  that  there  is 


every  indication  that  the  enemy,  as  the  -next 
plan  of  attack,  is  about  to  move  his  large  ves- 
sels to  the  point  of  woods,  and  open  upon  us 
with  his  broadsides.  One  of  the  large  vessels 
has  already  been  brought  up  and  placed  in 
position.  Should  the  above  prove  to  b4  the 
case,  it  is  imperativelv  and  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  batteries  of  the  Louisiana  should  be 
brought  into  action,  i|s  well  as  those  ,ai  Forts 
Jackson  and  St  Philip. 

A  proper  position  for  the  Louisiana  would  be 
on  the  Fort  St  Philip  side,  a  short  distance 
below  the  raft  and  close  to  title  shore,  which 
will  give  us  three  direct  and  cros»&reB  upon 
the  point  of  attack. 

Earnestly  calling  your  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  as  you  can  see  from  your  position  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  you  will,  consequently, 
know  when  to  act, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DUNCAK, 
Brlgadler-General,  commanding  Ooeot  Dcftaeea. 

(L) 

C.  B.  BntAMiR  LouvLUiA,         Y 
Nnia  For  JAosmr,  AprU  2S,  ISdS.  / 

Brigadier-Oeneral  J,  K.  Duncan,  oommanding 
Coast  D^enoes,  Fori  Jadeson  : 
General  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  in  which  you  express  your  belief  that 
the  enemy  is  about  to  chanee  his  place  of 
attack,  and  open  the  broadside  of  his  larger 
ships  on  the  forts,  and  in  which  3rou  make  cer- 
tain sUggesdons  as  to  the  position  to  be  taken 
by  this  snip. 

By  reference  to  a  letter  of  mine  to  you  of 
yesterdav's  date,  and  of  (No.  1)  of  this  date, 
you  will  be  apprised  of  the  condition  of  this 
ship.  Should  an  attack  be  made  as  anticipated. 
I  shaD  be  governed  by  circumstances,  and  do  all 
I  can  against  the  enemy. 
I  £ive  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
John  K.  MxrasBJ*, 

Commanding  GL  a  Naval  Vorow,  Lower  Minieslppi 

(J.) 

CL  8.  flBMHi  LooauvA.        \ 
Orv  fton  Jaooon,  April  2S,  1862.  / 

QeneraJi  J.  K.  Dunoon,  oommanding  Coast  De- 
fenoes.  Fori  Jackson  : 
Sib  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  oofnr  of  a  commu- 
nication received  on  the  twenty-mt  inst,  from 
Captain  Stevenson;  from  which  you  will  per- 
ceive that,  notwithstanding  General  Lovell's 
order  to  him,  this  letter  so  qualifies  my  authority 
as  to  relieve  me  from  all  responsibili^  as  to  the 
movemento  of  the  vessels  of  the  river  fleet 
under  his  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectftilly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  MrroBmx, 
Oommanding  01  8.  Naval  Foreee,  Lower  MiMlMlppi. 
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BXVM  DBWO^  G.  8.  OaiTBOtAT  Warriob,  ) 
Fom  JxauoK,  April  31,  1882.        j 

Commander  J.  K  MitcheU,  Cmtfedkral^  States 
Navy  : 
Sue:  I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  firom  M%jor- 
Qeneral  M.  Lovell,  dated  twentieth  instant^  in 
which  I  am  directed  to  pkoe  myself  and  my 
whole  oonunand  at  this  point  under  your  orders. 
Every  officer  and  man  on  Ihe  river  defence  ex- 
pedition, joined  it  with  the  condition  that  it  was 
to  be  independent  of  the  navv,  and  that  it  would 
not  be  governed  by  the  reguIationB  of  the  navy, 
or  be  commanded  bv  naval  officers.  In  the  face 
of  the  enemy  I  will  not  say  more.  I  will  co- 
operate with  you,  and  do  nothing  without  your 
approbation,  and  will  endeavor  to  carry  out 
your  wishes  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  but  in  my 
own  way  as  to  the  details  and  the  handling  of 
my  boats.  But  I  expect  the  vessels  under  my 
charge  to  remain  as  separate  command.  All  or- 
ders for  their  movements,  addressed  to  me,  will 
be  promptiy  executed  if  practicable,  and  I  under- 
take to  be  re8[)onsible  for  their  efficiency  when 
required.  I  suppose  this  is  all  that  is  intended 
by  the  order  of  Major-General  Lovell,  or  tb^t 
will  be  expected  from  me  by  you. 

Respectfully  yours,  &c., 

JoHTT  A.  Stbvbnson, 

Sonior  Ckptabi,  oornxoAndlng  River  Fleet  at  FOrt  JadCMO. 

Our  signals  should  be  made  to  assimilate  at 
once.  Captain  Renshaw  and  myself  could  ar- 
range this  if  you  wish,  as  no  doubt  but  you  are 
greatly  fatigued,  and  still  much  to  do  and 
arrange.  Anything  I  can  do,  rely  on  it  being 
done  promptly  and  cheerfully. 

Yours,  &c.,  J.  A.  8. 

IV>B  JiflDOff,  La.,  April  28,  1862. 

Ckxfknn   J,  K,  MUcheUj   commanding   Naval 
ForoeSy  Lower  Mtseieeippi  River: 
Captain  :  The  enemy  has  just  sent  up  a  small 
boat,  and  planted  a  series  of  white  flags  on  the 
Fort  St  rhilip  side,  commencing  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  above  the  lone  tree.    It 
is  the  probable  position  of  his  ships  in  the  new 
line  of  attack  which,  in  my  opinion,  he  contem- 
plates for  attacking  Fort  Jackson  wilh  his  large 
vessels.    As  you  may  not  have  seen  this  opera- 
tion, I  furnish  you  with  the  information.  Please 
keep  the  river  well  lit  up  with  fire-rafts  to- 
night, as  the  attack  may  be  made  at  any  time. 
Very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  SL  DUHOAN, 
BrigwUer-G«Bfl«l,  oommandlng  Ooiai  DefeooeB. 

(M.) 

Fon  Jacdov,  La.^8K  o'clook  i.  x.,  1 

AprU  24,  180SL     J 

Ckqdain   J,  K  JUiicheU,   commanding   Naval 
Forces,  Lovoer  Mississippi  River: 
Captain  :  As  I  anticipated,  and  informed  you 
yesterday,  the  enemy  are  taking  up  their  posi- 
tion at  the  present  moment,  with  their  large 


ships  on  the  Fort  St  Philip  shore,  to  operate 
against  Fort  Jackson.  They  are  placing  them- 
selves boldly,  with  their,  lights  at  their  mast- 
heads. You  are  assuming  a  fearful  responsibility 
if  you  do  not  come  at  once  to  our  assistance 
with  the  Louisiana  and  the  fleet  I  can  say  no 
more. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Duncan, 


Oi  8.  GraooAX  LooBuiTA,  Nbas  T<nn  9r.  Phiup.  ) 

April  »,  1862.     I 

Brigadier-Oeneral  J,  K.  Duncan,  commanding 
Coast  D^enceSj  Fori  Jackson  : 

Gbnebal:  On  returning  to  the  Louisiana,  I 
ilnd  that  we  have  no  tender  on  whose  steajn- 
power  we  can  rely,  and  many  of  the  volunteer 
troops  on  board  of  the  W.  Burton  are  intoxi- 
cated. Under  these  circumstances,  as  well  as 
the  exhausted  condition  of  our  own  crew,  and 
excessive  difficulty  in  handling  the  vessel,  wLU 
prevent  our  taking  the  position,  at  \eaat  tcMiay, 
that  I  proposed,  and  was  arranged  between  us 
this  forenoon. 

I  will,  however,  as  you  suggested  in  your  con^ 
munication,  take  up  a  position  above,  to  pro- 
tect the  approaches  in 'that  direction. 

ELaving  no  adequate  motive  power  of  onr 
own,  it  will  be  an  easy  matter  for  the  enemy *s 
vessels  that  have  it  to  take  up  such  a  position 
that  our  guns  cannot  reach  him  for  want  of  ele- 
vation, or  l>e  brought  to  bear  upon  him.  I  wiD, 
however,  do  all  I'  can  to  keep  him  back  &om 
above. 

The  McRae  has  lost  her  nine-inoh  gun;  of 
course  we  cannot  expect  much  assistance  firom 
her. 

I  htfve  the  honor  to  be. 
Very  respectfally, 

Yoiur  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  MlTCHBU*. 
OMnm»n<Hng  0. 8.  Naval  Foroes,  Lover  «!» 


(0.) 

C  S.  dnuMB  LouiaAKA,  FMcr  Sx.  Ptoup, 
April  24, 1882. 


} 

Qeneral  J,  JT.  Dtmctm,  commoMUng  Coast  De- 
fences, F)rt  Jackson  : 

GrKNERAL :  YouT  sccoud  aud  third  notes  of  t^tuA 
date,  are  at  hand.  We  are  in  a  helpless  coi> 
dition  for  the  want  of  tug-boats.  The  W.  Bur- 
ton is  crippled,  and  the  Landis  also,  and  the 
gunboat  Defiance  will  not  do  anything  for  us. 
If  she  comes  within  my  reach  I  vrill  deprive 
her  captain  of  his  command,  by  force  if  neces- 
sary. 

The  anchor  we  have  down  cannot  purchase, 
and  we  are  afraid  to  ship  it,  to  move  about 
three  hundred  yards  higher  iq>,  where  we  can  be 
better  secured. 

We  shall  probablv  remain  where  we  are,  an'i 
do  all  we  can  to  defeat  the  enemyf  shoold  he  a^ 
tack  us  again. 
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It  will  be  out-  of  our  power,  I  am  afraid,  to 
light  up  the  bank  below  St  Philip  to-night,  or 
to  set  adrift  fire-boats,  as  none  are  at  hand,  and 
thej  have  all  disappeared,  apparently. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitohkll, 

Goumuidlng  OL  &  Nav»l  Forces,  Lower  Min. 


Keep  a  vigilant  lookout  for  another  attack 
to-night,  when  we  will  mutually  support  each 
other,  and  do  all  that  we  possibly  can. 

Captain  Squires  has  been  directed  by  Colonel 
Higgms  to  furnish  you  such  aesistance  as  you 
may  require. 

Vety  respectfully. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DuNOAir. 

BrigwUer-fleifena,  oonmumdlng  Ooost  Detonoet. 


For  jAonoir,  LorinuxA, ) 
April  24, 1802.         / 

Cctpknn  J.  K  MUchdl,  commanding  C,  S,  Naval 
Forces  t  Lower  Miss. ;. 
Captain  :  From  all  we  can  see  and  learn,  the 
enemy,  witii^the  exception  of  one  or  two  gun- 
boats, has  passed  up  the  river,  so  that  there  will 
be  no  use  m  changing  your  present  position  to 
one  further  above.  1  regret  to  learn  the  con- 
dition of  the  volunteer  troops  on  board  the 
W.  Burton.  This,  together  with  the  exhausted 
condition  of  your  crew,  will  prevent  your  taking 
up  the  position  below,  whicn  was  agreed  upon 
tbis  morning,  for  the  present  7ou  may  be  able 
to  take  it  up,  however,  when  your  crew  recover 
from  their  fatigue,  and  when  you  are  able  to 
quell  the  irregmarities  of  the  volunteers. 
Veiy  respectfully. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Duncan, 

OommMiding  Comi  Defenoea. 
(Q.) 

FOBT  JAOKSOir,  LouBuai,  1 
Aprtt  84,  ISeS.  J 

Capiain  J.  K.  MUcheU,  commanding  C.  8.  Nanal 
Forces,  Lotoer  MissisHppi : 
Captain  :  As  I  have  no  boats  of  any  kind,  I 
must  ask  of  you  to  light  up  the  river  with  fire- 
barges  to-night,  if  it  possibly  lies  in  your  power. 
The  absence  of  light  greatly  impairs  the  accu- 
racy and  effectiveness  of  our  fire  upon  the 
enemy.        Very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Duncan, 

Brigadier -Oenera],  oomuuuKiing  Ooaat  Defenoee. 

Fon  J^AOoov,  April  94,  1862. 

CapUxin  J.  K.  Mitchell^  commanding  C,  8,  Naval 
Forces,  Lower  Mississippi : 

Captain  :  The  lower  schooner  will  be  lighted 
by  firing  her  from  a  rowboat  from  Fort  St 
Pliilip  at  early  dusk.  As  this  light  dies  awav 
the  next  one  above  will  be  fired,  and  so  on,  all 
night 

unless  yon  can  better  yourself  materially,  I 
would  not  advise  any  movement  on  your  part 
ftom  ydur  present  position,  owing  to  all  the  ad- 
verse circumstances  mentioned  in  your  letter. 

In  regard  to  the  Defiance,  the  authority  over 
her  which  I  formerly  had  has  been  transferred 
to  you  'r  but  we  will  freely  lend  you  anv  assist- 
ance which  you  may  require  in  deposing  her  com- 
mander, or  in  exercising  your  autnority  over  her. 


(S.) 


U.  S.  SimAicn 


Bnrn^prll  2^  1882.  \ 


; 


Colonel  Edward  Biggins,  commanding  Confed- 
erate Forces  in  Forts  Jackson  and  8L 
PhUip: 
Sir  :  When  I  last  demanded  the  surrender  of 
Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip,  I  Had  no  positive 
assurance  of  the  success  of  our  vessels  in  pass- 
ing safely  the  batteries  on  the  river.  Since 
then  I  have  received  communications  from  Flag- 
officer  Fan-agut,  who  is  now  in  possession  of 
New  Orleans.  Our  troops  are  or  will  be  in 
possession  of  the  prominent  points  on  the  river, 
and  a  sufficient  force  has  been  posted  outside 
of  the  bayous  to  cut  oflf  all  communications  and 
prevent  supplies.  No  man  could  consider  it 
diriionorable  to  surrender,  especially  under 
these  circumstances,  when  no  advantages  can 
arise  by  longer  holding  out,  and  by  yielding 
graoefully  he  can  save  the  further  effusion  of 
blood. 

You  have  defended  the  forts  gallantly,  and  no 
more  can  be  asked  of  yon.  I  feel  authorized  to 
offer  you  terms  sufficiently  honorable  to  relieve 
you  from  any  feeling  of  humiliation.  The  offi- 
cers will  be  permitted  to  retire  on  parole  with 
their  side-arms,  not  to  serve  again  until  regu- 
lu'Iy  exchanged.  All  private  property  will  be 
respected.  Only  the  arms  ana  munitions  will 
be  surrendered  to  the  U.  S.  Qovemment,  and  the 
vessels  lyine  near  the  forts.  No  damage  must 
be  done  to  the  defences.  The  soldiers  also  will 
be  paroled,  and  be  permitted  to  return  to  their 
homes,  giving  up  their  arms. 

I  am  aware  that  you  can  hold  out  some  little 
time  longer,  sTid  am  also  aware  of  the  exact 
condition,  as  reported  to  us  by  a  deserter,  which 
convinces  me  that  you  will  only  be  inflicting  on 
yonrself  and  those  under  vou  unnecessary  dis- 
comforts without  any  good  result  arising  from 
so  doing. 

Tour  port  has  lon^  been  closed  to  the  world, 
by  which  serious  injury  has  been  experienced 
by  many  loyal  citizens.  I '  trust  that  you  will 
not  lend  yourself  to  the  fivther  injury  of  their 
interests,  where  it  can  only  entail  calamity  and 
bloodshed,  without  any  possible  hope  of  success 
or  relief  to  your  forts. 

Tour  surrender  is  a  mere  question  of  time, 
which  you  know  is  not  of  any  extent,  and  I 
theref(»fe  urge  you  to  meet  my  present  proposi- 
tion. By  doing  so  yon  can  put  an  end  to  a  state 
of  affairs  whica  wul  only  inflict  injury  upon  all 


680 


REBELLI0I7    RECORD,    18$^^ 


those  under  jou,  who  have  strong  claims  upon 
your  consideration. 

I  remain,  very  reepectfolly, 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Poamt, 

GomiBAadbig  Mortar  Iltel. 

HlADQClBDOa  FOKB  JaCBUMUT  AMD  ST.  PHILIF,  ) 

April  27,  1881        / 

Commodore  D.  D.  Porter^  U.  8.  Ncny^  ixrmr 
manding  Mortar  Fleet : 
Sib  :  Your  letter  of  the  twenty-eixth  instant, 
demanding  the  surrender  of  these  forts,  has 
been  received. 

In  reply  thereto,  I  have  to  state  that  no  official 
information  has  been  received  by  me,  from  our 
own  authorities,  that  the  city  ot  New  Orleans 
has  been  surrendered  to  the  forces  of  Flag-offi- 
cer Farragut,  and  until  such  information  is  re- 
ceived, no  proposition  for  a  surrender  can  for  a 
moment  be  entertained  here. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Higgins, 

Llentenant-OQlonel,  oommandltig. 
PoB9  JjLODnar,  La.,  AprQSr,  1MB. 

Soldiers  of  Forte  Jaekeon  and  St,  Philip : 

You  have  nobly,  gallanHy,  and  heroi<»Uy  sus- 
tained, with  courage  and  fortitude,  the  terrible 
ordeals  of  fire,  water,  and  a  hail  of  shot  and 
shell,  wholly  unsnrpaased  during  the  present 
war.  But  more  remains  to  be  done.  The  safety 
of  New  Orleans  and  the  cause  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy— our  homes,  femilies,  and  every- 
tiling  dear  to  man— yet  depend  upon  our  exer- 
tions. 

We  are  just  as  capable  of  repelline  the  ene- 
my to-day  as  we  were  before  the  bombardment 
Twice  has  ttie  enemy  demanded  your  surrender, 
and  twice  has  he  been  refused. 

Your  officers  have  every  confidence  in  your 
courage  and  patriotism,  and  feel  every  assurance 
that  you  will  cheerfully  and  with  alacrity  obey 
all  orders,  and  do  your  whole  duty  as  men,  and 
as  becomes  the  well-tried  garrisons  of  Forts 
Jackson  and  St  Philip.  Be  vigilant,  tiierefore, 
and  stand  by  your  guns,  and  all  will  yet  be 
welL  J.  K.  DuNOAN. 

Brtfdlg'Ciocral,  eommuidtaiig  Gotsi  DeftaiOM. 


(W.) 

Umird  dTAxn  SnUDB  Hjomnr  LAjn,) 
To/Km  iACuast  asd  Be.  raxur,        V 
Rim,  AprU  S,  1M2.  j 


Hkaoqdai 


FoRiB  jACUoir  AHO  St.  Philip,  ) 
April  28,  1662.         \ 

Commodore    David  2).  Porter,   United  Statee 
Navy,  oommandina  Mortar  Fleet : 
Sir:  Upon  mature  oeliberation,  it  has  been 
decided  to  accept  the  terms  of  surrender  of 
tliese  forte,  under  the  conditions  offered  by  you 
in  your  letter  of  the  twenty-sixth  instant,  viz. : 
that  the  officers  and  men  shall  be  paroled — 
officers  retiring  with  ^heir  side-arms.    We  have 
no  control  over  the  vessels  afloat 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Hioaixs,         I 

liealenaiit^lonel.  oomnuuiding. 


By  articlei|  of  capitulation,  entered  into  this 
the  twenty-eighth  aay  of  April,  one  thousaiid 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  between  David 
D.  Porter,  Commander  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  Mortar  Flotilla,  of  the  one  part,  and  Bri- 
gadier-G^eneral  J.  EL  Duncan,  commanding  the 
Coast  Defejices,  and  LieutenantO)lonel  Edward 
Hi^infi,  conunanding  Forts  Jackson  and  St 
Philip,  of  the  other  part,  it  is  mutually  agreed  : 

First.  That  Brigadier-General  Duncan  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Higgins  shall  surrender  to 
the  Mortar  FlotiUa  Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip, 
the  arms,  munitions  of  war,  and  all  the  appur- 
tenances thereimto  belonging,  together  with  all 
public  property  that  may  be  under  their 
charge. 

Seoond,  It  is  agreed  by  Commander  David  D. 
Porter,  commanding  the  Mortar  Flotilla,  tliat 
Brigadier-General  Duncan  and  Lieutonant-€oi- 
onel  Higgins,  together  with  the  officers  under 
their  command,  shall  be  respected.  Further- 
more, that  they  shall  give  their  parole  of  honor 
not  to  serve  in  arms  against  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  untu  they  are  regularly  ex- 
changed. 

Third.  It  is  furtlier  agreed  by  .the  Command- 
er, David  D.  Porter,  commanding  the  Mortar 
Flotilla,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment, that  we  non-commissioned  officers, 
privates,  and  musicians,  shall  be*  permitted  to 
retire  on  parole,  their  commanding  and  other 
officers  becoming  responsible  for  tliem,  and  that 
they  shall  deliver  up  their  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments in  their  present  condition,  provided  that 
no  expenses  accruing  from  the  tranifportation  of 
the  men  sMidl  be  defrayed  by  the  (iovenimeiit 
of  the  United  States. 

Fonrih.  On  the  signing  of  these  articles  by 
the  contracting  parties,  the  fort  shall  be  formally 
taken  possession  of  by  the  United  States  naval 
forces  composing  the  mortar  flotilla.  The  Con- 
federate flag  shsdl  be  lowered,  and  the  flag  c^ 
the  United  States  hoisted  on  the  flag-staflb  of 
Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip. 

In  agreement  of  the  above,  we^  the  under* 
signed,  do  hereunto  set  our  hands  said  seals. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Oommandiag  Iftirtar  n6ittu 

W.  B.  Rbksbaw, 

Oominaiider. 

W.  W.  Wainriqht, 

Lteiit6iia]ii,ooininaading  U.  S.  fttaftmor  BMTlei 

J.  K.  Dxwoan, 

firigadiflr-Oeneral,  ocnniniadlng  Oowl 

Edward  Hiooiks. 

LieateoaiitOoloDel  C  S.  A.,  eoiaiiModlPff 

FortB  jMkWQ  «ad  8L  Phillip. 

Witnessed  by 
Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Liautanant,  oommMdlnf  U.  B.  gvoboM  WliMiia. 

C.  H.  RUBSXLL, 

Ltoateiumt,  oommuMUnc  U.  8.  goaboat  Kenaabaek. 


BOGDMBNTS. 
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BjuoQiOAMam  Tom  JxoDoir  ajtd  Qt.  Pnup, ) 

April  37,  IMS.        I 

Lieutaumi  W.  M.  Bridgm,  A.  A.  AdHtOtml^Qtn- 
eralj  Seoond  Brigads^  IkparlmeniL  No.  l^ 
Nmo  OnboM: 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Fri- 
day, the  eighteenth  instant,  the  naval  force  of 
the  United  States,  which  has  been  for  some 
weeks  in  the  river,  making  preparation  for  an 
attack  on  these  forts,  commencea  the  bombard- 
ment of  Fort  JackscntL 

Fire  from  their  mortar-fleet  was  opened  at 
nine  o'clock  a.  x.  The  force  employed  by  the 
enemy  against  us  consisted  of  twenf^-one  mor- 
tar vessels,  and  a  fleet  of  about  twenty-one 
steam  vessels  of  war,  carrying  more  than  two 
hundred  guns  of  the  heavest  calilMre.  The  mor- 
tar vesseb  when  they  opened  fire,  were  all  con- 
cealed from  our  view  save  six,  which  took 
I>08ition  in  sight  of  the  forts,  and  within  our 
ongest  ranee.  These  we  soon  forced  to  retire. 
They  joined  the  rest  of  their  fleet  behind  the 
point  of  w(yods,  and,  concealed  frt)m  view,  re- 
newed their  fire. 

Orders  had  been  issued  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  my  command  to  reture  to  the  casemates 
of  the  forts  the  moment  the  bombardment  com- 
menced. The  order  being  obeyed,  nothing  was 
left  for  US  to  do'  but  rec^ve  the  furious  storm 
of  shell  which  was  hailed  upon  us.  Oar  citadel 
was  soon  destroyed  by  fire.  AU  the  buildings 
around  and  in  connecnon  with  the  fort  shared 
the  same  fate. 

From  Friday  morning  untQ  the  following 
Thursday  we  sustodned  this  terrible  battering. 
Several  times  during  the  bombardment  the  ene- 
my's gunboats  attempted  to  pass  up  the  river, 
tuider  cover  of  their  mortar-fire,  and  on  each 
occasion  our  batteries  were  promptly  manned, 
and  the  enemy's  advance  gallantly  renelled. 

At  half-past  three  a.  m.,  on  Thursday,  it  was 
observed  that  the  mortar-fire  was  increased  to  an 
intensitv  of  fair  which  had  not  been  previously 
reached.  At  the  same  time  a  movement  was 
observed  in  the  steam-fleet  below.  Our  batter- 
ies were  instantly  in  readiness,  and  were  at  once 
engaged  in  a  most  terrific  conflict  with  the  ene- 
my's fleet  of  fourteen  steamships,  which,  dash- 
ing by  the  fort  in  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
pouring  in  their -broadsides  of  shot,  shell,  grape, 
canister,  and  shrapnel,  succeeded  in  getting  oe- 
yond  our  range  and  in  our  rear.  During  tiie 
forenoon  a  demand  was  made  by  Commodore 
Porter,  commanding  the  mortar-fleet,  for  a  sur- 
render of  the  forts.  This  proposition  was 
promptly  refused,  and  the  bombardment  was 
again  commenced  and  continued  until  four  p.  m., 
when  aU  firing  ceased, 

I  enclose  you  the  reports  of  company  and 
batterv  commanders,  also  the  Surgeon's  report 
of  killed  and  wounded.  I  fully  endorse  the  en- 
comiums of  the  company  commanders  iu>on  the 
officers  under  their  command,  and  feel  myself 
bound  to  record  my  high  admiration  of  the  cool- 


ness, oourage,  and  fortitude  of  all  the  officers  of 
both  forts. 

Captain  J.  B.  Anderson,  Company  <'  Q,'*  Louis- 
iana artiUerv,  was  wounded  early  in  the  con- 
flict, while  heroically  fighting  his  guns.  Kot- 
standine  his  severe  wound,  he  rendered  the 
most  gallant  and  efficient  service  to  tiie  last. 

Captain  W.  B.  Robertson,  who  commanded  a 
detached  work  called  the  water  battery,  re- 
mained with  his  conunand  during  the  whole  of 
the  protracted  ordeal,  without  cover  of  any 
kind,  although  ^Buffering  from  severe  physical 
disease,  and  scarcely  able,  at  times,  to  walk 
around  his  battery.  He  was  most  ably  and  gal- 
lantly assisted  by  Captain  R.  J.  Bruce,  Louis- 
iana artillery. 

First  Lieutenant  Eugene  W.  Baylor,  who  was 
in  command  of  the  42-pounder  barbette  battery, 
and  First  Lieutenant  Richard  Agar,  of  the  same 
battery,  did  all  that  gallant  officers  and  men 
could  do. 

The  officers  stationed  at  the  heaviest  batteries, 
on  the  river  front,  were,  the  greater  part  of  the 
time,  fatigued  as  they  were,  obliged  to  be  con- 
stantly with  their  detachments  at  their  guns  to 
prevent  surprise.  Lieutenants  A.  N.  Ogden, 
Bevuet  Kennedy,  and  William  T.  Mumford,  of 
the  Louisiana  artillery,  particularly  distinguished 
themselves  in  this  service. 

Although  not  under  my  immediate  command, 
I  cannot  omit  to  mention  the  devoted  conduct  of 
your  aide-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Wm.  M.  Bridges, 
who,  upon  the  disability  of  Captain  Anderson, 
immediately  volunteered  his  services,  and  took 
charge  of  the  two  10-inch  columbiads,  and  fought 
them  night  and  day  with  ceaseless  energy. 

Lieutenant  J.  U.  Gains,  in  command  of  the  32- 

Eounder  battery,  on  the  river  front,  assisted  by 
ieutenant  £.  D.  Woodlief^  Captain  S.  Jones, 
company  '*  I,"  Louisiana  volunteers,  Captain  F. 
Peter,  company  "I,"  22d  regiment,  Louisiana 
volunteers,  fought  their  batteries  gallautiy  and 
well.  Lieutenat it  Thomas  K.  Pierson,  23d  Lou  s- 
iana  volunteers,  was  killed  in  the  thickest 
of  the  fight,  while  gallantly  fighting  his  guns. 

The  St  Mary's  Cannoniers,  Captain  S.  0.  Co- 
may,  have  my  wannest  gratitude  and  admiration 
for  their  whole  conduct^  both  in  face  of  the 
enemy  and  in  the  severe  and  arduous  fatigue 
duties,  which  they  discharged,  always  and  at  aU 
times,  with  alacrity  and  energy.  They  are  an 
honor  to  the  country, and  well  may  their  frienda 
and  relations  be  proud  of  them. 

The  report  of  Captain  M.  T.  Squires,  who  was 
the  senior  officer  at  Fort  St  Philip,  is  enclosed, 
with  the  reports  of  the  other  officers.  Can  tain 
Squires  fought  the  batteries  of  Fort  St  PnUip 
most  gallanUy.  He  was  in  charge  of  that  fort 
during  the  whole  bombardment  The  severe 
work  at  Fort  Jackson  required  my  constant  pres- 
ence there.  I  had  every  confidence  in  the  cool- 
ness, courage,  and  skill  of  Captain  Squires  and 
his  officers,  and  most  satisfiEictorily  did  they  dis- 
charge their  duties.  I  refer  you  to  his  report 
for  l£e  mention  of  the  individual  conduct  or  his 
officers. 
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The  floating  buttery  *'  Lonisiana/'  the  steam 
ram  Manassas,  and  the  Confederate  steamer 
McRae,  together  with  a  number  of  vessels  which 
had  been  fitted  up  by  the  Confederate  and  State 
Governments,  were  in  the  river  above  the  forts 
at  the  time  the  enemy  made  the  dash  by.  I  am 
unable  to  state  what  assistance,  if  any,  was  ren- 
dered by  the  greater  portion  of  these.  At  day- 
light I  observed  tiie  McRae  gallantly  fighting, 
at  terrible  odds,  contending,  at  close  quarters, 
with  two  of  the  enemy's  powerful  ships.  .  Her 
gallant  commander.  Lieutenant  Thomas  B.  Hu- 
ger,  fell  during  the  conflict,  severely,  but  I  tnist 
not  mortally  wounded. 

The  Manassas  I  observed  under  weieh,  appar- 
ently in  pursuit  of  one  of  the  vessels  of  the 
enemy,  but  I  soon  lost  sight  of  her. 

I  would  here  observe,  uiat  I  think  an  investi- 
gation should  be  demanded  into  the  conduct  of 
the  authorities  afloat,  whose  neglect  of  our 
urgent  entreaties  to  Hght  up  the  river  during 
this  sad  night  contributed  so  much  to  the  suc- 
cess of  our  enemies 

My  adjutant,  Lieutenant  C.  N.  Morse,  was  in- 
defatigable in  the  discharge  of  his  important 
duties,  which  required  his  constant  presence 
near  my  person,  and  has  mv  sincere  thanks. 

Siu^eon  SomerviUe  Burke,  C.  8.  A.,  and  Dr. 
Bradbury  (who  kindly  volunteered  his  services 
when  he  oecame  aware  of  the  attack  on  the 
forts),  were  unremitting  in  their  attention  to  the 
wounded,  fearlessly  exposing  themselves,  at  idl 
times,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Lieutenant  Charles  Warmes,  ordnance  officer, 
distinguished  himself  b^'  the  self-sacrificing  at- 
tention to  arduous  and  important  duties.  Day 
night  he  was  at  his  post,  and,  by  his  great  exer- 
tions, our  magazine  was  saved  from  being  flood- 
ed, the  water  having  risen  considerably  above 
the  floor. 

Lieutenants  Mann  and  Royster,  of  Captain 
Ryan's  company,  rendered  fearless  and  efficient 
service. 

Captain  Ryan  was  with  a  detachment  of  his 
company,  on  board  the  Louisiana,  during  a 
portion  of  the  bombardment,  and  in  the  fight  of 
Thursday  morning.  At  all  times  his  services 
were  most  prompBy  rendered. 

Mr.  James  Ward  rendered  me  the  most  im- 
portant services  during  the  bomba^rdment  In 
charge  of  the  firemen,  he  made  almost  super- 
human exertions  during  the  burning  of  the  cita- 
deL  He  has  my  warmest  gratitude. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  Hiogins, 

Umiitattit-CDlonel,  C.  S.  \.,  oominaQding 

Forta  Juekaxm  amd  St.  Fbillp, 

BOFPLEMENTAL  REPORT  OF  LIEUT. -COL.  HIGGIN& 

Nnr  OsuAin,  kvrfl  80, 1862. 

Lieutenant  Wm,  M.  Bridges,  AttU-de-Ccnnp  and 
A,  A.  A(^jukKnir€hn,y  Second  Briaade: 
8iB :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  tnat  on  the 
morning  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  April,  1862,  a 


formal  demand  for  the  surrender  of  Forts  Jack- 
son and  St  Philip  was  made  by  Commander  Da- 
vid D.  Porter,  commanding  United  States  mortar- 
fleet 

The  terms  which  were  offered  w^e  of  tlie 
most  liberal  nature ;  but  so  strong  was  I  iu  the 
belief  that  we  could  resist  successfully  any  at- 
tack which  could  be  made  upon  us  either  by 
land  or  water,  that  the  tenns  were  at  once  re- 
fused. Our  fort  was  still  strong.  Our  dama^ 
had  been,  to  some  extent,  repaired.  Our  men 
had  behaved  weU,  and  all  was  hope  and  confi- 
dence with  the  officers,  when,  suddenly,  at  mid- 
night, I  was  aroused  by  the  report  that  the  gar- 
rison had  revolted,  had  seized  the  guard,  and 
were  spiking  the  guns.  Word  was  sent  ua, 
through  the  Sergeants  of  companies,  that  the 
men  would  fight  no  loueer.  The  company  (offi- 
cers were  immediately^  despatched  to  their  com- 
mands^ but  were  driven  back.  Officers  were 
fired  upon  when  they  appeared  in  sight  upon 
the  parapet  Signals  were  exchangea  by  the 
mutineers  with  Fort  St  Philip.  The  mutiny 
was  complete,  and  a  general  massacre  of  the  offi- 
cers, and  a  disgraceful  surrender  of  the  fort, 
appeared  inevitable. 

By  great  exertion  we  succeeded,  with  your 
influence,  in  preventing  this  disgraceful  blot 
upon  our  country,  and  were  fortunate  in  keep- 
ing the  passion  of  the  men  in  check  until  we 
could  effect  an  honorable  surrender  of  the  forts, 
which  was  done  by  us,  jointly,  on  the  morning 
of  the  twenty-eigh&i  instant 

As  the  facts  and  documents  relating  to  this 
matter  are  in  your  possessiou,  it  is  unnecessaiy 
for  me  to  dwell  longer  on  this  humiliating  and 
unhappv  a&ir.  I  wish  to  place  on  record  here 
the  noble  conduct  of  Captain  Comay's  company, 
tiie  St  Mary  8  Oannoniers,  who  alone  stood  true 
as  steel,  when  every  other  company  in  Fort 
Jackson  basely  dishonored  their  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  Hiooinb, 

Llanlenant-Oolonel,  0.  S.  A.,  Ute  oommandcr 

Forts  JaolOKHi  and  St.  FUUpi 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  M.  T.  RQCIHIS. 

FoKtSr.  Pmup,  April  3T,  ISeSL 

Lieutenant  Charles  K  Morse,  PoU-Atffutant 
Fort  Jackson,  Louisiana: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  submit 
the  following  report : 

Early  on  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  eighteenth 
instant^  perceiving  by  the  movements  of  the  en- 
emy liiat  they  were  about  taking  up  their  peti- 
tion, the  heavy  guns  were  ordereid  to  open  upon 
them,  to  annoy  tnem  in  the  execution  of  their 
purpose  as  much  as  possible ;  but  the  distance 
being  great,  and  the  range  extreme,  with  but 
veiv  little  success,  the  enemy  taking  little  or  iio 
notice  of  our  fire,  only  answering  by  a  few  rifle 
shells,  at  long  intervals.  The  thirteen-inch  iik^- 
tar  after  the  thirteenth  round  became  useless, 
the  bed  giving  way  under  it,  breaking  in  i^  \ 
and  the  mortar  coming  upon  the  ground.    The 
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enemy  retired  from  our  sight  at  eight  o'clock 
F.  M.,  and  nothing  more  was  heard  of  him  that 
night 

At  an  early  honr  of  the  morning  of  the  nine- 
teenth instant,  the  enemy  again  took  np  a  posi- 
tion identical  with  that  of  the  previous,  except- 
ing that  no  mortar-boats  were  on  this  shore,  all 
l^eepiug  close  behind  the  point  of  woods,  and 
opening  fire  upon  Fort  Jackson,  which  was  al- 
lowed to  contmue  without  interruption  from 
this  side.  Fearing  the  effect  and  having  ascer- 
tained the  exact  range  and  distances,  I  deter- 
mined to  open  upon  them  and  draw  off  some  of 
the  fire  to  this  side  if  possible.  It  was  immedi- 
ately done,  and  with  partial  success,  three  of 
the  mortar-boats  opening  upon  us  with  but  little 
effect 

On  the  twentieth,  twenty-first,  and  twenty- 
second,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  still  continued 
from  their  mortar-boats,  with  an  occasional  shot 
from  the  gunboats.  The  only  damage  done  dur- 
ing these  days  was  the  damaging  we  platform 
of  the  twenty-four-pounder  gnn  in  salient  near 
the  main  magazine,  the  shell  passing  under  and 
throwing  it  up,  but  not  rendering  it  useless. 
Our  fire  was  slow  and  deliberate,  with  no  visi- 
ble results  more  than  the  driving  back  of  two 
of  the  mortar-boats,  which  were  partially  ex- 
posed around  the  wooded  point  The  fijre  of 
the  enemy,  although  warm,  well-directed,  and 
snstained,  was,  for  the  most  part,  either  short  or 
very  much  over.  Up  to  this  time  the  only  guns 
used  were  the  columbiad  battery  in  the  main 
-work,  and  the  thirteen- inch  morteo',  disabled  on 
the  &8t  day.  In  the  lower  water  battery,  one 
eight-inch  columbiad  and  one  seven-inch  rifie 
gun,  worked  by  Captain  R.  G.  Bond's  company ; 
n)ur  ten-inch  sea^oast  mortars,  by  Captain  J.  H. 
Lamon's  company.  On  the  twenty-third,  the 
enemy  still  kept  up  a  regular  fire,  to  which  we 
did  not  reply  all  day.  At  3}£  o'clock  of  the 
morning  of  the  twenty-fourth,  the  men  were 
ready,  and  standing  at  their  guns,  having  ro- 
oeived  information  that  there  was  a  movement 
by  the  enemy.  No  vessels  were  to  be  seen,  and 
the  first  notice  of  an  enemy  nearing  us  was  the 
reply  to  the  shots  from  Fort  Jackson,  and  the 
gunners  were  ordered  to  fire  by  the  flashes  of 
vie  enemy's  guns,  which  was  done,  but  the  fire 
was  entirely  too  high,  and  passed  over  them. 
Immediately  after  mis  a  vessel  came  in  sight, 
and  they  followed  each  other  in  rapid  success- 
ion, seemingly  in  pairs,  one  of  the  two  keeping 
back  £ar  enough  to  enable  her  to  deliver  her  fire 
from  her  broiMsides.  The  fire  from  our  guns 
was  rapid,  and  from  the  little  that  could  be  seen 
and  heard,  was  accurate,  but  after  the  first  dis- 
charge, the  smoke  almost  hid  them  from  sight, 
and  we  were  again  compelled  to  judge  by  the 
flashes  of  their  guns.  As  to  the  effect  of  the 
fire,  it  is  impossible  to  state  what  it  was,  as  the 
darkness,  aided  by  the  smoke,  rendered  seeing 
out  of  the  Question.  A  three-masted  propeller 
ran  ashore,  auring  the  engagement,  above  the 
upper  wator-battery,  and,  remaining  there  sev- 
erid  minutes  with  a  fire-barge  alongside,  her 


rigging  had  caught  fire,  but  was  immediately 
extmgoished.  We  were  not  able  to  open  upon 
her,  as  one  of  the  coiumbiads  had  been  pre- 
viouslv  dismounted,  and  the  other  could  not  be 
brought  to  bear ;  besides,  their  hands  were  full 
with  other  vessels  coming  up,  and  the  tweuty- 
four-pounder  in  the  salient  of  the  upper  water- 
battery,  bearing  directly  upon  her,  had  been 
broken  in  two  near  the  trunnions.  The  vessels 
passed  close  under  our  guns,  taking  advantage 
of  th^  eddy,  which  runs  up  with  considerable 
force,  and  it  was  found  impossible  to  get  more 
than  one  or  two  shots  at  any  one  vessel,  they 
passed  with  such  rapidity. 

All  our  guns  were  worked  with  courage, 
energy,  and  skill,  excepting  the  upper  water- 
battery,  where  some  confusion  arose,  caused  by 
the  men  not  being  so  thoroughly  drilled  as  thev 
should  have  been.  Company  C,  of  the  Confed- 
erate Recruits,  Lieutenant  J.  K.  Dixon,  were 
fully  prepared  to  work  the  guns  of  this  battery, 
and  would  have  done  so  with  effect,  but  were 
two  days  before  ordered  on  board  the  floating 
battery  Louisiana,  and  their  place  was  sup- 
plied by  Captain  Assanheimer's  Company  B, 
Twenty-fourtn  regiment  Louisiana  volunteers, 
who  had  only  been  drilled  a  few  times,  and 
Captain  Massicott's  Company  D,  Chalmette  regi- 
ment, who  were  raw,  undrilled,  perfectly  ig- 
norant even  of  the  use  of  the  shotguns  wim 
which  they  were  armed,  and  had  never  been 
drilled  at  artillery.  As  soon  as  it  was  seen  that 
the  guns  did  not  open.  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Quigley, 
with  such  men  as  could  be  gathered,  was  sent 
to  attend  to  them,  which  was  done,  so  far  as 
they  were  concerned,  to  the  satisfaction  of  that 
ofiicer.  The  company  of  Confederate  recruits, 
under  Lieutenants  Dixon  and  Blow,  were  detail- 
ed to  report  to  Captain  Mitch^l,  C.  S.  Navy,  for 
duty  on  board  the  Louisiana,  as  per  instruc- 
tions dated  headquarters  Forts  Jackson  and  St 
Philip,  April  twenty-first,  1862,  where  they  re- 
mained until  the  evening  of  the  twenty-fourth 
instant  Captain  Lartigue's  company  did  good 
service  as  scouts  and  sharpshooters,  many  of 
them  being  out  at  all  times.  On  the  night  of 
the  twenty-third,  seven  of  them  were  sent  to  as- 
certain the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  all 
returned  without  accomplishing  anything.  Two 
other  scouts,  one  from  Company  K  and  the 
other  of  Company  F,  were  out  on  the  same 
mission,  and  luid  it  not  been  from  the  failure  of 
the  rockets,  which  by  an  accident  became  wet, 
would  have  signalled  their  approach  much 
sooner.  As  it  was,  the  only  intimation  I  re- 
ceived was  the  firing  of  one  of  their  muskets. 
The  following  is  the  number  of  projectiles  used, 
etc. :  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  (675}  eight- 
inch  solid  shot,  one  hundred  and  seventy-one 
(171)  eight-inch  shells,  thirteen  thirteen-inch 
from  columbiad  battery,  etc.,  in  main  work ;  one 
hundred  and  forty-two  ten-inch  mortar  shells 
from  lower  mortar  battery,  four  hundred  and 
seventy  shot,  shell,  and  grape,  lower  water-bat- 
tery ;  one  hundred  and  twenty  shot,  grape,  and 
canister,  from  upper  water-battery.    Captain  R 
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G.  Bond,  aflsieted  bj  First  Lieatenants  Garteton 
Hunt  and  Wm.  E.  EUis,  and  his  Gompaay  K, 
Captain  J.  H.  Laraon,  with  the  asaistance  of 
First  Lieutenant  H.  W.  Fowler,  with  his  Com- 
pany C,  in  the  lower  battery,  manning  the  forty- 
two  and  thirty-two  ponnders  respectiv^y; 
Lieutenants  Lewis  B.  Taylor  and  W.  B.  Jones, 
with  Company  F,  at  the  columbiad  battery,  and 
Lieutenant  A.  J.  Quighr,  with  supernumeraries 
of  Company  F,  taken  from  main  work  to  man 
guns  of  upper  water-battery,  behaved  with  gal- 
lantry, energy,  coolness,  and  bravery,  worthy  of 
imitation;  and  all,  both  officers  and  men,  de- 
serve the  highest  praise  that  could  be  given  to 
any  one,  for  the  honorable  part  they  performed 
during  the  whole  time  since  the  commencement 
of  this  trying  conflict  Osptain  Charles  Assan- 
heimer's  Company  B,  did  their  best,  both  his 
officers  and  men.  Individual  acts  of  heroism  are 
numerous ;  but  where  all  did  so  well,  it  would 
appear  invidious  to  mention  names.  Suffice  it 
to  say,  that  were  everything  to  be  done  again, 
or  anything  else  required  to  be  performed, 
one  could  ask  no  other  privilege  than 
to  have  the  same  men  to  do  it—feel- 
ing satisfied  it  would  be  as  well  carried  out 
as  possible.  The  injurv  to  tiie  fort  was  slight 
Of  the  guns,  one  banaed  seven-inch  rifle  was 
bursted  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  in  its  bore 
near  the  muzzle,  and  one  twen^-four  pounder 
^un  was  broken  in  two  about  towrbden  inches 
m  front  of  the  trunnions,  by  being  struck  by  a 
solid  shot  An  eight-inch  columbiad  was  dis- 
mounted, but  only  temporarily  useless,  the  gun 
being  uninjured  and  soon  remoimted.  The 
platform  of  one  twenty-four-pounder  gun  was 
undermined  by  a  shell,  but  not  rendered  entirely 
useless.  One  of  the  uprights  of  a  forty-two- 
pounder  gun-carriage  was  partly  shot  away,  but 
can  still  be  of  service. 

With  many  thanks  to  all  officers  and  men  for 
their  assistance  and  efficient  aid,  and  humbly 
bowiuK  before  the  will  of  Almighty  God, 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
M.  T.  Squnss, 

Oiptaia  LoQltlMia  AtUltiy. 

CkuuaUies  Dwring  the  BambardmenL 


« 

Total. 

In  Fort  jMskaoa. 

S 

SS 

42 

1 

InForiBt.  PhUip 

9 

4 

6 

TotAlff ....... 

11 

87 

48 

somxrvillk  bubkb, 
CbjlRlbs  D.  Lewis, 

AMista&t  BorgMMM,  C  8.  A 


BEPOBT  OF  BBIOADIXR^ENERAL  M.  L  SMUBL 

Caxp  Moorb,  Taxgipaboa,  La.,  Itof  8.  1883. 

Mu^  J.  G.  Picket,  Assietant  A^jutani'Chneral : 

Major:  I  herewith  submit  a  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  troops  under  my  command  at 
the  Ghalmette  and  McGee  lines,  on  the  approach 
of  the  enemy's  vessels  from  Forts  Jackson  and 
St  Philip  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  Thesd 
interior  lines  of  defence  are  constructed  with 
special  reference  to  an  attack  by  land,  but,  ter^ 
minating  tiiem  on  the  river  banks,  were  two 
batteries  odculated  for  twelve  and  twenty  guns 
respectively,  and  at  the  time  of  the  action  con- 
taining five  and  nine.  Ten  forty-two-poonden, 
intenoed  for  this  battery,  were  turned  over  to 
the  navy  for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans  by 
water.  This  has  been  considered  as  depending 
upon  the  forts  mentioned,  which  are  well-con- 
structed, permanent  works,  rather  well  armed, 
and  far  stronger  than  any  other  that  could  be 
hastily  erected.  With  this  view,  all  the  avail- 
able material,  both  of  guns  and  amnianition, 
had  been  concentrated  there  prior  to  the  bom- 
bardment, and  during  its  continuance  was  being 
added  to  in  such  quantities  daily  as  the  means 
of  ^^  department  admitted  of,  it  being  evident 
that  the  decisive  struggle  was  there  to  oe  made. 
As  soon,  therefore,  as  it  became  certain  that  the 
large  vessels  of  the  enemy  had  succeeded  in 
passing,  there  no  longer  existed  a  chance  of 
preventing  them  from  reaching  New  Orleans, 
and  the  short  resistance  made  by  the  few  guns 
mounted  in  the  two  batteries  of  the  interior 
lines  was  made  through  a  sense  of  duty,  but 
without  any  expectation  of  success,  the  enemy 
numbering  as  many  vessels,  leas  one,  as  we  had 
guns. 

On  the  side  of  the  river,  where  I  was  in  per- 
son during  the  action,  w(»'e  stationed  three  com> 
panics  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pinckney'a  battal- 
ion of  sharpshooters.  With  the  five  guns  on 
the  other  side  were  Captain  Patton*s  company 
of  the  Twenty-second  Louisiana  volunteers,  one 
company  from  Fort  Pike,  under  Lieutenant  But> 
ter,  one  companv  Beaur^ard  battery,  besides 
two  battalions  of  infantry  collected  in  camp  for 
instruction,  as  well  as  to  guard  the  line  in  case 
of  the  enemy*s  landing  and  attacking  by  land— > 
all  under  immediate  command  of  General  Buifr- 
son. 

The  enemy's  vessels  had  approached  to  with- 
in about  the  fourth  of  a  mile  before  we  opened 
on  them,  the  first  gun  beine  from  Pinc^ney's 
battery,  and  immediately  followed  by  several 
from  the  battery  on  the  opposite  side,  and  as 
promptiy  replied  to  from  the  enemy's  vessils. 
The  engagement  lasted  until  every  round  of  am- 
munition on  hand  was  fired,  boUi  officers  and 
men  displaying  a  coolness  and  intrepidity  that 
was  gratifying,  especially  as  regards  the  men, 
who  wen  for  the  first  time  in  their  lives  dis- 
chtfged  a  heavy  gun.  The  firing  on  otv  8id« 
was  ^irited,  per^ps  a  littie  uncertain ;  oii  the 
enemy's,  heavy  and  well  directed. 

During  the  engagement  their  vessels  gisdu- 
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ally  leesened  the  distance,  until  near  enough  to 
open  with  grape  and  oanister. 

The  ammunition  being  expended,  and  everj 
sense  of  duty  satisfied,  permission  was  given  to 
Colonel  Pinckney  to  withdraw  his  command 
along  the  line  of  field  works  affording  shelter, 
which  was  done  deliberately,  officers  and  meu 
Tearing  together.  The  casualties  were  one 
killed  and  one  wounded.  The  battery  on  the 
Ghabnette  side  seemed  well  served,  and  no 
doubt  was  so,  judgmg  from  the  character  of 
the  officers  present. 

The  enemy,  steaming  up  between  us  and  the 
oity,  prevented  the  retreat  of  the  troops  to  that 
point  They  were  accordingly  directed  to  gain 
the  Opelousas  Raifaroad  and  reach  Gamp  Moore 
via  Lafourche,  or  such  route  as  might  be  found 
best.  Lieutenant^lonel  Pinckney  has  already 
reported  with  his  command,  but  somewhat  re- 
duced in  numbers. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  wish  particularly 
to  call  attention  to  the  admirable  assistance  ren- 
dered by  Lieutenants  McDonald  and  B.  M.  Har- 
rod,  on  engineer  duty,  both  before  and  after  Uie 
action.  Their  conduct  oould  not  have  been  bet- 
ter. Lieutenant  Frost,  on  special  duty,  was 
also  of  material  assistance,  but  in  carrying  out 
some  instructions,  was  accidentally  absent  dur- 
ing the  engagement. 

Having  received  no  report  from  General  Buis- 
Bon  concerning  the  operations  on  his  side  of  the 
river,  I  am  unable  to  refer  to  them  more  par- 
ticularly.       Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  L.  Smith, 

Brtgadtor-Gtawal,  oommaiidiag  Third  JBrigade. 
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GENERAL  JOSEPH  E.  JOHNSTON'S  ORDER. 


Amm  <v  Teimbbbl  ) 
July  17,  IML        S 

General  Orders  No>  4 

In  obedience  to  orders  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, I  "turn  over  to  Genera]  Hood  the  com- 
mand of  the  Army  and  Department  of  Tennessee." 

I  cannot  leave  this  noble  army  without  ex- 
pressing mv  admiration  of  the  high  military 
qualities  it  hss  displayed.  A  long  and  arduous 
campaign  has  made  conspicuous  every  soldierly 
Tirtue— endurance  of  toils,  obedience  to  or- 
ders, brilliant  courage.  The  enemy  has  never 
attacked  but  to  be  repulsed  and  severely  pun- 
i^ed.  You,  soldiers,  have  never  argued  but 
from  your  courage,  and  never  counted  your  foes. 

No  longer  your  leader,  I  will  still  watch  your 
career  and  wiU  rejoice  in  your  victories.  To 
one  and  all  I  offer  assurances  of  my  friendship, 
and  bid  an  affectionate  farewell 

J.  E.  JomrsTov, 
Q«i0raL 
A.  P.  Mason, 

mOor,  ud  A.  A.  0. 

OOiLONBL  B.  8.  EWILL, 

▲.  A.  Oeaval,  AtluU,  Ga. 


GENERAL  J.  a  HOOD'S  ORDER. 

HftiOQCARTSRB  ARKT  09  TBrNBSRSB,  ) 

"  iH  IBB  FnaD,»'  July  18,  IMl     / 

SoLDOBs:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  the 
War  Department,  I  assume  command  of  this 
Army  and  Department  I  feel  ttie  weight  of  the 
responsibility  so  suddenly  and  unexpectedly 
devolved  upon  me  by  this  position,  and  shall 
bend  all  my  energies  and  employ  all  my  skill  to 
meet  its  requirements.  I  look  with  confidence 
to  your  patnotism  to  stand  by  me,  and  rely 
upon  your  prowess  to  wrest  your  country  from 
the  grasp  of  the  invader,  entitling  vourselves  to 
the  proud  distinction  of  being  called  the  deliv- 
erers of  an  oppressed  people. 

Respectfully, 

J.  B.  Hood, 

GcnoraL 

Ejnlock  Falooxer, 

A.  A.  A.a 
Colonel  Ewrll, 

A.  A.  G«MnL 

GENERAL  JOHNSTON'S  OITICXAL  REPORT. 

TmniXB,  Oa.,  October  SO,  1861 

Snt :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  Army  of  Ten- 
nessee, while  it  was  under  my  command.  Want 
of  the  reuorts  of  the  Lieuteuant-Generals,  for 
which  I  have  waited  until  now,  prevents  me 
from  being  circumstantial : 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  President, 
received  by  ^telegraph  at  Clinton,  Mississippi, 
December  eighteenth,  1863, 1  assumed  command 
of  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  at  Dalton,  on  the 
twenty-seventh  of  that  month. 

Letters  from  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
War,  dated  respectively  twenty-third  and  twen- 
tieth of  December,  impressed  upon  me'  the  im- 
portance of  Buuii  commencing  active  operations 
sgainst  the  enemy.  The  relative  forces,  includ- 
ing the  moral  effect  of  the  affair  of  Missionary 
Ridge,  condition  of  artillery  horses,  most  of 
those  of  the  cavalry,  and  want  of  field-transpor- 
tation, made  it  impracticable  to  effect  these 
wishes  of  the  Executive. 

On  the  thirty-first  of  December  the  effective 
total  of  the  infantry  and  artillery  of  that  army, 
including  two  brigades  belonging  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Mississippi,  was  36,826 ;  the  effective 
total  of  the  cavalry,  including  Roddy's  com- 
mand at  Tuscumbia,  was  5,613.  The  Federal 
force  in  our  front,  exclusive  of  cavalry  and  the 
Ninth  and  Twenty-third  corps  at  Knoxville,  was 
estimated  at  80.000. 

The  wiirter  was  mainly  employed  in  improv- 
ing the  discipline  and  equipment  of  the  army 
and  bringing  back  absentees  to  the  ranks.    At 
the  end  ot  April  more  than  five  thousand  had  , 
rejoined  tiieir  rew^ments.  . 

The  horses  oi  the  artillery  and  cavalry  had  ^ 
been  much  reduced  in  condition  by  the  previ- 
ous campaign.  As  full  supplies  of  forage  could 
not  be  furnished  them  at  Dalton,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  send  about  half  of  each  of  these  arms 
of  sarvioe  far  to  the  rSAi.  where  the  country 
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could  furnish  food.  On  that  account,  Brigadier- 
General  Roddy  was  ordered,  with  about  three- 
fourths  of  his  troops,  from  Tuscumbia  to  Dal- 
tou,  and  arrived  at  the  end  of  February.  On 
the  second  of  April,  however,  he  was  sent  back 
to  his  former  position  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

On  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  of  January, 
Baldwin's  and  Quarles*  brigades  returned  to 
the  Department  of  Mississippi  and  East  Lou- 
isiana, to  which  thev  belonged.  His  ExceUency 
Joseph  £.  Brown  added  to  the  army  two  regi- 
ments of  State  troops,  which  were  used  to 
euard  the  railroad  bridges  between  Dalton  and 
Atlanta. 

On  the  seventeenth  of  February  the  Preai- 
dent  ordered  me,  by  telegraph,  to  detach  Lieu- 
tenan^Oeneral  Harclee,  with  the  infantry  of  his 
corps,  except  Stevenson's  division,  to  aid  Lieu- 
tenant-General Polk  against  Sherman  in  Missis- 
sippi. This  order  was  obeyed  as  promptly  as 
o\\r  means  of  transportation  permitted. 

The  force  detached  was  probably  exaggerated 
to  Major-Ckneral  Thomas— for  on  the  twenty- 
tliird'the  Federal  army  advanced  to  Ringgold — 
on  the  twenty-fourth  drove  in  our  oncosts — 
and  on  the  twenty-fifth  skirmished  at  Mill  Greek 
Gap,  and  in  the  Grow  Valley  east  of  Rocky  Face 
Mountain.  We  were  successful  at  both  places. 
In  the*  latter,  Glayton's  brigade,  after  a  sharp 
action  of  half  an  hour,  defeated  double  its  num- 
ber. At  night  it  was  reported  that  a  United 
States  brigade  was  occupying  Dug  Gap,  from 
which  it  had  driven  our  troops.  Granbury's 
Texan  brigade,  returning  from  Mississippi,  had 
just  arrived.  It  was  ordered  to  march  to  the 
foot  of  the  mountain  immediately,  and  to  retake 
the  Grap  at  sunrise  next  morning,  which  was 
done.  I 

In  the  night  of  the  twenty-sixth  the  enemy 
retired. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  February  I  suggests 
ed  to  the  Executive  by  letter,  through  General 
Bragg,  that  all  preparations  for  a  forward  move- 
ment should  be  made  without  further  delay.  In 
a  letter,  dated  fourth  of  March,  General  Bragg 
desired  me  "to  have  all  things  ready  at  me 
earliest  practicable  moment  for  the  movement 
indicated."  In  replying,  on  the  twelfth,  I  re- 
minded him  that  the  regulations  of  tiie  War 
Department  do  not  leave  such  preparations  to 
commanders  of  troops,  but  to  officers  who  re- 
ceive their  orders  from  Richmond. 

On  the  eighteenth,  a  letter  was  received  from 
General  Bragg,  sketching  a  plan  of  offensive 
operations,  and  enumerating  the  troops  to  be 
used  in  them  under  me.    I  was  invited  to  ex- 

Eress  my  views  on  the  subject  In  doing  so, 
oth  by  telegraph  and  mail,  I  suggested  modifi- 
cations, and  urged  that  the  additional  troops 
named  should  be  sent  immediately,  to  enable 
us,  should  the  enemy  advance,  to  beat  him,  and 
then  move  forward  ;  or  should  he  not  advance, 
do  so  ourselves.  General  Bragg  replied  by 
telegraph,  on  the  twenty-first :  "Your  despatch 
of  nineteenth  does  not  indicate  acceptance  of 
plan  proposed.  Troops  can  only  be  drawn  from 


other  points  for  advance.  Upon  tout  decinou 
of  that  point  further  action  must  depend.'* 

I  replied,  by  telegraph,  on  the  twenty-second  : 
**  In  my  despatch  of  nineteenth,  I  expressly  ac- 
cept taking  offensive-— only  differ  with  you  as 
to  details.  I  assume  that  the  enemy  will  be 
prepared  for  advance  before  we  are,  and  will 
make  it,  to  our  advantage.  Therefore  I  pro- 
pose, both  for  offensive  and  defensive,  to  assem- 
ble our  troops  here  immediately."  This  was  not 
noticed.  Therefore,  on  the  twenty-fifth,  I  again 
urged  the  necessity  of  reinforcing  the  Army  of 
Tennessee,  because  the  enemy  was  collecting  a 
larger  force  than  that  of  the  last  campaign, 
while  ours  was  less  than  it  had  been  then. 

On  the  third  of  April  Lieutenant^lonel  A.  H. 
Cole  arrived  at  Dalton  to  direct  the  procuring  of 
artillery  horses  and  field-transportation,  to  en- 
able the  army  to  advance. 

On  the  fourth,  under  Orders  32  of  1864, 1  ap- 
plied to  the  chief  of  the  conscript  service  for 
1,000  negro  teamsters.    None  were  received. 

On  the  eighth  of  April,  Colonel  B.  8.  Ewell, 
A.  A.  G.,  was  sent  to  Richmond  to  represent  to 
the  President  my  wish  to  take  the  offensive 
with  proper  means,  and  to  learn  his  views.  A 
few  days  after  Brigadier-General  Pendleton  ar- 
rived from  Richmond  to  eoq)lain  to  me  the  Presi- 
dent's wishes  on  that  subject.  I  explained  to 
him  the  modification  of  tne  plan  communicated 
by  General  Bragg,  which  seemed  to  me  essential 
— rwhich  required  that  the  intended  reinforce- 
ments should  be  sent  to  Dalton.  I  urged  that 
this  should  be  done  without  delay — ^because 
our  present  force  was  not  sufficient  even  for 
defence-— and  to  enable  us  to  take  the  offensive, 
if  the  enemy  did  not 

On  tiie  first  of  May  I  reported  the  enemy  about 
to  advance.  On  the  second,  Brigadier-Ueneral 
Mercer's  command  arrived,  about  1,400  effective 
infantry.  On  the  fourth  I  expressed  myself 
**  satisfied"  that  the  enemy  was  about  to  attack 
with  his  united  forces,  and  again  urged  that  a 

Eart  of  Lieutenant-General  Polk's  troops  should 
e  put  at  my  disposal.  I  was  informed  by 
General  Bragg  that  orders  to  that  effect  wei^ 
given. 

Major-General  Martin,  whose  division  of 
cavalry,  coming  from  East  Tennessee,  had  been 
halted  on  the  Etowah  to  recruit  its  horses,  was 
ordered  with  it  to  observe  the  Oostanaula  from 
Resaca  to  Rome,  and  Brigadier-General  Kelly 
was  ordered  with  his  command  from  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Resaca,  to  report  to  Major-Gi^ueral 
Wheeler. 

The  effective  artillery  and  infantry  of  the 
Army  of  Tennessee,  after  the  arrival  of  Metrcer's 
brigade,  amounted  to  40,900;  the  effective 
cavalry  to  about  4,000.  Major-General  Sher- 
man's army  was  composed  of  that  of  Mlssinoarr 
Ridge  (then  80,000)  increased  by  several  re- 
cruits: 6,000  men  under  Hovey,  the  Twenrr 
Third  (Schofield's)  from  Knoxville,  and  two  divi- 
sions of  the  Sixteenth  from  Xorth  Alabams. 
Major-Greneral  Wheeler  estimated  the  cavatrr  ui 
that  army  as  15,000. 
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On  the  fifth  of  May  this  annj  was  in  line  be- 
tween Ringgold  and  Tunnel  Hill,and  after  skir- 
mishing  on  that  and  the  following  day,  on  the 
Beventh  pressed  back  our  advanced  ^oops  to 
Mill  Creek  Gap.  On  the  same  day  Canty  readied 
Resaca  with  his  brigade,  and  was  halted  there. 
On  the  eighth,  at  4  p.  M.,  a  division  of  Hooker's 
corps  assaulted*  Dug  Gap.  which  was  bravely 
held  by  two  regiments  or  Reynolds'  Arkansas 
brigade,  and  Gkigsby's  brigade  of  Kentucky 
cavalry  fighting  on  foot,  until  the  arrival  of 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee  with  Granbury's 
brigade,  when  the  enemy  was  put  to  flight  On 
the  ninth  five  assaults  were  made  on  Lieutenant* 
General  Hood's  troops  on  Rocky  Face  Mountain. 
All  were  repulsed.  In  the  afternoon  a  report 
was  received  that  Logan's  and  Dodge's  corps 
-were  in  Snake  Greek  Gap.  Three  divisions 
under  Lieutenant-Greneral  Hood  were  therefore 
Bent  to  Resaca.  On  the  tenth  Lieutenant^eneral 
Hood  reported  the  enemy  retiring.  Skirmish- 
ing to  our  advantage  continued  all  day  near 
Dalton.  Mcgor-G^neral  Bates  repulsed  a  vigor- 
ous attack  at  night  On  the  eleventh  Brigadier- 
General  Oanly  reported  that  the  enemy  was  a^n 
approaching  Resaca.  Lieutenant-General  Folk 
arrived  in  the  evening  with  Loring's  division, 
and  was  instructed  to  defend  the  place  with 
those  troops  and  Canty's.  The  usual  skirmish- 
ing continued  near  Dalton. 

Kocky  Face  Mountain,  and  Snake  Creek  Gap, 
at  its  south  end,  completely  covered  for  the 
enemy  the  operation  of  burning  Dalton.  On 
the  12th  the  Federal  army,  covered  by  the 
mountain,  moved  by  Snake  Creek  Gap  towards 
Resaca.  Maior-General  Wheeler,  with  2,200  of 
ours,  attacked  and  defeated  more  than  double 
that  number  of  Federal  cavalry  near  VameH's 
Station.  At  night  our  artillery  and  infantry 
marched  for  Resaca.  The  cavalry  followed  on  the 
thirteenth.  On  that  day  the  enemy  approaching 
on  the  Snake  Creek  Gap  road,  was  checked  by 
Loring's  troops,  which  gave  ttme  for  the  forma- 
tion of  Hardee's  and  Hood's  corps,  just  arriving. 
As  the  army  was  formed,  the  left  of  Folk's  corps 
was  on  the  Oostanaula,  and  the  right  of  Hooa's 
on  the  Connasauga.  There  was  brisk  skirmish- 
ing during  the  afternoon  on  Polk's  front  and 
Hardee's  left 

On  the  fourteenth  the  enemy  made  several 
attacks — the  most  vigorous  on  Hindman's  divis- 
itin  (Hood's  left).  All  were  handsomely  re- 
pulsed. At  six  p.  M.  Hood  advanced  with  Ste- 
venson's and  Stewart's  divisions,  supported  by 
two  of  Walker's  brigades,  driving  the  enemy 
from  his  ground  before  night.  He  was  in- 
structed to  be  ready  to  continue  the  offensive 
next  morning.  At  nine  p.  h.  I  learned  that 
Lieutenant4]reneral  Polk's  troops  had  lost  a  po- 
sition commanding  our  bridges,  and  received 
from  Major-General  Martin  a  report  that  Federal 
infantry  was  crossing  the  Oostanaula  near  Cal- 
houn, on  a  pontoon  bridge.  The  instructions 
to  Lientenant-General  Hood  were  revoked,  and 
Walker's  division  sent  to  the  point  named  by 
Major-General  Mai  tin. 


On  the  fifteenth  there  was  severe  skirmish- 
ing on  the  whole  front  Major-General  Walker 
reported  no  movement  near  Calhoun,  Lieuten- 
ant-General  Hood  was  directed  to  prepare  to 
move  forward,  his  right  leading,  supported  by 
two  brigades  from  Folk's  and  Hardee's  corps. 
When  he  was  about  to  move,  information  came 
from  Major-General  Walker  that  the  Federal 
right  was  crossing  the  river.  To  meet  this 
movement  Lieutenant^neral  Hood's  attack 
was  countermanded.  Stewart's  division  not  re- 
ceiving the  order  from  corps  headquarters  in 
time,  attacked  unsuccessfully.  The  armv  was 
ordered  to  cross  the  Oostanaula  that  night,  de- 
stroying the  bridges  behind  it 

On  the  sixteentn  the  enemy  crossed  the  Oos- 
tanaula. Lieutenant-Creneral  Hardee  skirmished 
with  them  successfuUy  near  Calhoun. 

The  fact  that  a  purt  of  Polk's  troops  were 
still  in  the  rear,  and  the  great  numerical  superi- 
ority of  the  Federal  army,  made  it  expedient  to 
rii^  battle  only  when  the  position  or  some  blun- 
der on  the  part  of  the  enemy  might  give  us 
counterbdancing  advanta£;es.  I  therefore  deter^ 
mined  to  fall  back  slowly,  until  circumstances 
should  put  the  chances  of  battle  in  our  favor — 
keeping  so  near  i^e  United  States  army  as  to 
prevent  its  sending  reinforcements  to  Grant-^ 
and  hoping,  by  taEing  advantage  of  positions 
and  oppor^nities,  to  reduce  the  odds  against 
us  by  partial  engagements.  I  also  expected  it  to 
be  materially  reduced  before  the  end  of  June, 
by  the  eimiration  of  the  terms  of  service  of 
many  of  the  regiments  which  had  not  re-en- 
listed. In  this  way  we  fell  back  to  Cassville,  in 
two  marches.  At  Adairsville,  about  midday 
on  the  seventeenth,  Polk's  cavalry,  under  Bnga- 
adier-GreneraJ  Jackson,  met  the  army,  and  mr- 
dee,  after  severe  skirmishing,  checked  the  ene- 
my. At  this  point,  on  the  eighteenth,  Polk's 
and  Hood's  corps  took  the  direct  road  to  Cass- 
ville — ^Hardee's  that  by  Kingston.  About  half 
the  Federal  army  took  each  road. 

French's  division  having  joined  Polk's  corps 
on  the  eighteenth,  on  the  morning  of  the  nine- 
teenth, when  half  the  Federal  army  was  near 
Kingston,  the  two  corps  at  Cassville  were  or- 
dered to  advance  against  the  troops  that  had 
followed  tibem  from  Adairsville— Hood's  leading 
on  the  right  When  this,  corps  had  advanced 
some  two  miles,  one  of  his  staff  officers  reported 
to  Lieutenant-General  Hood  that  the  enemy  was 
approaching  on  the  Canton  road  in  rear  of  the 
right  of  our  original  position.  He  drew  back 
his  troops  and  formed  them  across  that  road. 
When  it  was  discovered  that  the  officer  was 
mistiJcen  ^e  opportunity  had  passed,  by  the 
near  approach  of  the  two  portions  of  the  Fed- 
eral army.  Expecting  to  be  attacked,  I  drew 
up  the  troops  in  what  seemed  to  me  an  excel- 
lent position — a  bold  ridge  immediately  in  the 
rear  of  Cassville,  with  an  open  valley  before  it 
The  fire  of  ttie  enemy's  artillery  commenced 
soon  after  the  troops  were  formed,  and  contin- 
ued until  night  Soon  after  dark  Lieutenant* 
Generals  Polk  and  Hood  together  expressed  to 
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me,  decidedly,  the  opinion,  formed  npon  the  ob- 
Bervation  of  the  aftemoon,  that  the  Federal 
artillery  would  render  their  positions  unten- 
able the  next  day,  and  nrged  me  to  abandon  the 
ground  immediately  and  cross  the  Etowah. 
ieutenant-Oeneral  Hardee,  whose  position  I 
thought  the  weakest,  was  confident  that  he 
oouid  hold  it  The  other  two  officers  were  so 
earnest,  however,  and  so  unwilUng  to  depend 
on  the  ability  of  their  corps    to  defend  the 

ground,  that  I  yielded,  and  the  army  crossed  the 
towah  on  the  twentieth,  a  step  which  I  have 
regretted  ever  since.  Wheeler's  cavalry  was 
placed  in  observation  above  and  Jackson's  be- 
low the  raOroad. 

On  the  twenly-eecond  Major-General  Wheel- 
er was  sent  with  all  his  troops  not  required 
for  observation  to  the  enemy  s  rear,  and  on 
the  twenty-fourth  beat  a  brigade  at  Oassville 
and  took  or  burned  two  hundred  and  fifty  loaded 
wagons.  In  the  meantime  the  enemy  was  re- 
ported, by  Jackson's  troops,  moving  down  the 
Etowah,  as  if  to  cross  it  near  Stilesboro,  and 
crossing  on  the  twenty-third.  On  the  twenty- 
fourth  rolk's  and  Hardee's  corps  reached  the 
road  from  Stilesboro  to  Atlanta,  a  few  miles 
south  of  Dallas,  and  Hood's  four  miles  from 
New  Hope  Church,  on  the  road  from  Alatoona. 
On  the  twenty-fifth  the  enemy  was  found  to  be 
intrenched  near  and  east  of  Dallas.  Hood's 
corps  was  placed  with  its  centre  at  New  Hope 
Church,  and  Polk's  and  Hardee's  ordered  be- 
tween it  and  the  Atlanta  road,  which  Har- 
dee's left  was  to  cover.  An  hour  before  sun- 
set Stewart's  division  was  fiercely  attacked  by 
Hooker's  corps,  which  it  repulsed  after  a  hot 
engagement  of  two  hours.  .  Skirmishing  was 
kept  up  on  the  twenty-sixth  and  twenty-sev- 
enth. At  half-past  five  p.  m.,  on  the  twenty- 
seventh,  Howard's  corps  assailed  Cleburne's  di- 
vision, and  was  driven  back  with  great  slaugh- 
ter. In  these  two  actions  our  troops  were  not 
intrenched.  Our  loss  in  each  was  about  four 
hundred  and  fifty  killed  and  wounded.  On  the 
twenty-seventh  the  enemy's  dead,  except  those 
borne  off,  were  counted — six  hundred.  We 
therefore  estimated  their  whole  loss  at  three 
thousand  at  least.  It  was  probably  greater  on 
the  twenty-fifth,  as  we  had  a  larger  force  en- 
gaged then,  both  of  infantry  and  sutillery. 

The  usual  skirmishing  was  kept  up  on  the 
twenty-eiehth.  Lieutenant^^neral  Hood  was 
instructed  to  put  his  corps  in  position  during 
the  night  to  attack  the  enemy's  left  flank  at 
dhWn  next  morning,  the  rest  of  the  army  to 
join  in  the  action  successively  firom  right  to 
left 

On  the  twenty-ninth  Lieutenant-General  Hood, 
finding  the  Federal  left  covered  by  a  division 
which  had  intrenched  itself  in  the  night,  thought 
it  inexpedient  to  attack — so  reported  and 
asked  for  instructions.  As  the  resulting  delay 
made  the  attack  inexpedient,  even  if  it  had  not 
been  so  before,  by  preventing  the  surprise, 
upon  which  success  in  a  great  degree  depended, 
he  was  recalled. 


Skirmishing  continued  until  the  fourth  of 
June — ^the  enemy  gradually  extending  his  in- 
trenched line  toward  the  railroad  at  Acworth. 
On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  the  army  was 
formed,  with  its  left  at  Lost  Mountain,  its  cen- 
tre near  Gilgath  Cliurch,  and  its  right  near 
the  railroad.  On  the  seventh  the  right,  cov- 
ered by  Noonday  Creek,  was.  extended  across 
the  Marietta  and  Acworth  road.  The  enemy 
approached  under  cover  of  successive  lines  of 
intrenchments.  There  was  brisk  and  incessant 
skirmishing  until  the  eighteenth.  On  the  four- 
teenth the  brave  Lieutenant-General  Polk,  dis- 
tinginshed  in  every  battle  in  which  this  army 
had  fought,  fell  by  a  cannon  shot  at  an  advanced 
post.  Major-Greneral  Loring  succeeded  to  the 
command,  which  he  held  imtil  the  seventh  of 
Julv  with  great  efficiency. 

On  the  fourth  of  June  a  letter  from  Governor 
Brown  informed  me  that  he  had  org^ized  a  di- 
vision of  infantry  and  placed  it  under  my  or- 
ders. These  troops,  when  ready  for  service, 
under  Major-General  G.  W.  Smith,  were  em- 
ployed to  defend  the  crossing  of  the  Chatta- 
hoochee, to  prevent  the  surprise  of  Atlanta  by 
the  Federal  Cavalry. 

On  the  nineteenth  a  new  line  was  taken  by 
the  army — ^Hood's  corps  with  its  right  on  the 
Marietta  and  Canton  road,  Ii0ring*s  on  the  Ken- 
nesaw  Mountain,  and  Hardee's  with  itjs  left  ex- 
tending across  the  Lost  Mountain  and  Marietta 
road.  The  enemy  approached,  as  usual,  under 
cover  of  successive  lines  of  intrenchments.  In 
this  position  there  was  incessant  fighting  ami 
skirmishing  until  July  third — the  enemy  gradu- 
ally extending  his  intrenched  right  toward  At- 
lanta. On  the  twentieth  of  June,  Wheeler,  with 
eleven  hundred  men,  routed  (Jarrard  s  divifiion 
of  Federal  cavalry  on  our  right  On  the  twenty- 
first  Hood's  corps  was  transferred  from  right  to 
left,  Wheeler's  cavalry  taking  charge  of  the  p<>- 
sition  which  it  left  On  9ie  twenty-second 
Lieutenant-General  Hood  reported  that  Hind- 
man's  and  Stevenson's  divisions  of  his  Ci^rps 
being  attacked,  drove  back  the  enemy,  taking  s 
line  of  his  breastworks,  but  were  compelled  to 
withdraw  by  the  fire  of  fortified  artiuery.  la 
the  twenty-fom^h  Hardee's  skirmishers  repulsi-d 
a  line  of  battle,  as  did  Stevenson's,  of  Hood*3 
corps,  on  the  twenty-fifth. 

On  the  twenty-seventh,  after  a  furious  can- 
nonade of  several  hours,  the  enemy  made  a  gen- 
eral advance,  but  was  everywhere  repulsed  with 
heavy  loss.  The  assaults  were  most  vigorcua 
on  Cheatham's  and  Clebmne's  divisions  of  Har- 
dee's corps  and  French's  and  Featherstone's  of 
Loring's.  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  reports 
that  Cheatham's  division  lost  in  killed,  wouxide  J. 
and  missing,  one  hundred  and  ninety^ve ;  the 
enemy  opnosed  to  it,  by  the  statement  of  a  staS 
officer  subsequently  captured,  two  thousand: 
the  loss  of  Cleburne's  division,  eleven ;  thai  '^f 
the  enemy  in  his  front,  one  uiousand.  M^i>r- 
General  Loring  reported  two  hundred  atpl 
thirty-six  of  his  corps  killed,  wounded,  and  tnhser 
ing ;  and  the  loss  of  the  enemy,  by  their  owu 
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eetimates,  at  between  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  three  thousand,  which  he  thinks  very 
BrnaH. 

On  the  first  of  July  Major-Greneral  Smith's 
division  was  ordered  to  support  the  cavaby  on 
our  left  Their  effective  total  was  about  one 
thousand  five  hundred.  On  the  second,  the 
enemy's  right  being  nearer  to  Atlanta  bv  several 
miles  than  our  left,  the  army  fell  bacK  during 
the  nieht  to  SmymA  Church.  On  the  fourth, 
Major4jreneral  Smith  reported  that  he  diould  be 
compelled  to  withdraw  on  the  morning  of  the 
fifth  to  the  Hne  of  intrenchments  covering  the 
railroad  bridge  and  Turner's  Ferry.  The  army 
was  therefore  ordered  to  retire  at  the  same 
time  to  that  Hne  to  secure  our  bridges.  The 
cavabry  crossed  liie  Chattahoochee,  Wheeler 
observing  it  for  some  twenty  miles  above,  and 
Jackson  as  far  below.  The  enemy  advanced  as 
usoalf  covered  by  intrenchments.  Skirmishine 
continued  until  the  ninth.  Our  infantry  and 
artillery  were  brought  to  the  south-east  side  of 
the  river  that  nigh^  because  two  Federal  corps 
had  crossed  it  above  Powers'  Ferry  on  the 
eighth,  and  intrenched.  lieutenant-general 
Stewart  took  command  of  his  corps  on  the 
seventh. 

The  character  of  Peachtree  Creek,  and  the 
Bumerous  fords  in  the  Chattahoochee  above  its 
mouth,  prevented  niy  attempting  to  defend  that 
part  of  the  river.  The  broad  and  muddy  chan- 
nel of  the  creek  would  have  separated  tiie  two 
parts  of  the  army.  It,  and  the  river  below  ite 
mouth,  were  therefore  taken  as  our  line.  A 
position  on  the  high  ground  south  of  the  creek 
was  selected  for  the  army,  from  which  to  attack 
the  enemy  while  crossing.  The  engineer  offi- 
cers, with  a  large  force  of  negroes,  were  set  to 
work  to  strenguien  the  fortifications  of  Atlanta, 
and  mount  on  them  seven  heavy  rifles  borrowed 
from  Major-Generai  Maury.  The  Chief-Engineer 
was  instructed  to  devote  his  attention,  mi,  to 
the  works  between  the  Marietta  and  Decatur 
roads ;  to  put  them  in  such  condition  that  they 
might  be  held  by  State  troops,  so  that  the  army 
might  attack  the  enemy  in  flank  when  he 
approached  the  town :  this  in  the  event  that  we 
floould  be  unsuccessful  in  attackine  tlie  Federal 
army  in  its  passage  of  Peachtree  (^eek. 

After  the  armies  were  separated  by  the  Chat- 
tahoochee, skirmishing  became  less  severe.  On 
the  fourteenth  a  division  of  Federal  cavalry 
crossed  the  river  by  Moore's  Bridge,  near  New- 
nan,  but  was  driven  back  by  Armstrong's  bri- 
gade, sent  by  Brigadier-Greneral  Jackson  to  meet 
it.  On  the  fifteenth  Governor  Brown  informed 
me  orally  that  he  hoped  to  reinforce  the  army 
before  the  end  of  the  month  witi^  near  ten  thou- 
sand State  troops. 

On  the  seventeenth  the  main  body  of  the 
Federal  army  crossed  tlie  Chattshoochee  be- 
tween Roswell  and  Powers'  Ferry.  At  ten  o'clock 
p.  X.,' while  I  was  giving  Lieutenant^lonel 
Prestaian,  Chief  Engineer,  instructions  in  regard 
to  his  work  of  the  next  day  on  the  fortifications 
of  Atlanta,  a  telegram  was  received  from  Gen- 
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eral  Cooper,  informing  me,  by  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  that,  as  I  liAd  failed  to  arrest 
the  advance  of  tiie  enemy  to  the  vicinity  of 
Atlanta^  and  expressed  no  confidence  that  I 
could  defeat  or  repel  him,  I  was  relieved  from 
the  command  of  the  Army  and  Department  of 
Tennessee,  which  would  be  immediately  turned 
over  to  General  Hood.  This  was  done  at  once. 
On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  the  enemy 
was  reported  to  be  advancing,  and  at  General 
Hood's  request  I  continued  to  give  orders  until 
afternoon,  placing  the  troops  in  the  position 
selected  near  Peachtree  Creek. 

In  transferring  the  command  to  General  Hood, 
I  explained  my  plans  to  him :  First :  to  attack 
the  Federal  anny  while  crossing  Peachtree 
Creek.  If  we  were  successful,  great  resulte 
might  be  hoped  for,  as  the  enemy  would  have 
both  the  creek  and  the  river  to  intercept  his  re- 
treat Second :  jf  unsuccessful,  to  keep  back 
the  enemy  by  intrenching,  to  give  time  for  the 
assembling  of  the  State  troops  promised  by 
Governor  Brown,  to  garrison  Atlanta  with  those 
troops,  and  when  the  Federal  army  approached 
the  town,  attack  it  on  ite  most  exposed  flank 
with  all  the  Confederate  troops. 

These  troops,  who  had  been  for  seventy-four 
days  in  the  immediate  presence  of  the  enemy, 
laboring  and  fighting  daily,  enduring  toil,  ex- 
posure, and  danger  with  equal  cheerfulness, 
more  confident  and  high-spirited  than  when  the 
Federal  army  presentwl  itself  near  Dalton,  were 
then  inferior  to  none  who  ever  served  the  Con- 
federacy. 

Under  the  excellent  administration  of  Briga- 
dier-GeQeral  Mackall,  Chief  of  Staff,  the  troops 
were  well  equipped,  and  abundantly  supplied. 
The  draught  animals  of  the  artillery  and  Quarter- 
master's Department  were  in  better  condition 
on  the  eighteenth  of  Jul^  than  on  the  fifth  of 
May.  We  lost  no  material  in  the  retreat,  except 
the  four  field-pieces  mentioned  in  the  accompa- 
nying report  of  General  Hood. 

I  commenced  the  campaign  with  General 
Bragg's  Army  of  Missionary  Ridge,  with  one 


brigade  added  (Meroer's),  and  two  taken  away 

').    Thatopp 
was  Grant's  army  of  Missionary  Ridge,  then  es- 


(Baldwin's  and  Quarles').    That  opposed  to  us 


timated  at  eighty  thousand  by  our  principal 
officers,  increased,  as  I  have  stated,  by  two 
corps,  a  division,  and  several  thousand  recruite 
— ^in  all,  at  least  thirty  thousand  men.  The  oav- 
ahy  of  that  army  was  estimated  by  Major- 
Genend  Wheeler  at  fifteen  thousand. 

The  reinforcemente  which  joined  our  army 
amounted  to  fifteen  thousand  infimtry  and  artit 
lery,  and  four  thousand  cavalry.  Our  scoute 
reported  much  greater  numbers  joining  the 
United  States  army-Hearrisonsandbridffe^guards 
from  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  relieved  by  *^  one- 
hundred  days'  men,"  and  the  Seventeenth  corps 
with  two  thousand  cavalry. 

The  loss  of  our  infiuitry  and  artillery  from  the 
fifth  of  May  had  been  about  ton  thousand  in 
killed  and  wounded,  and  four  thousand  seven 
hundred  from  aU  ouier  causes — mainly  slight 
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sickness  produced  by  heavy  cold  rains,  which 
prevailed  in  the  latter  half  of  June.  These  and 
the  slightly  wounded  were  beginning  to  rejoin 
their  regiments.  For  want  of  reports  I  am  un- 
able to  give  the  loss  or  the  services  of  the 
cavalnr,  which  was  less  under  my  eye  than  the 
rest  of  the  army.  Its  effective  strengtii  vras  in- 
creased by  about  two  thousand  during  the  oam- 
pawrn. 

The  e£fective  force  transferred  to  General 
Hood  was  about  forty-one  thousand  infantry  and 
artillery  and  ten  thousand  cavdiy. 

According  to  the  opinions  of  our  most  expe- 
rienced officers,  daily  reports  of  prisoners,  and 
statements  of  Northern  papers,  the  enemy's  loss 
m  action  could  not  have  been  less  than  five 
times  as  great  as  ours.  In  the  cases  in  which 
we  had  me  means  of  estimating  it,  it  ranfi^ed 
firom  seventy  to  one  to  nine^  to  one,  compared  to 
ours,  and  averaged  thirteen  |o  one.  The  Fed- 
eral prisoners  concurred  in  saying  that  their 
heaviest  loss  occuired  in  the  daily  attacks  made 
in  line  of  battle  upon  our  skinnishers  in  their 
rifle-pits.  Whether  they  succeeded  in  dislodg- 
ing our  skirmishers  or  not,  their  loss  was  heavy 
and  ours  almost  nothing. 

At  Dalton  the  great  nnmerical  superiority  of 
the  enemy  made  the  chances  of  battle  much 
against  us,  and  even  if  beaten,  they  had  a  safe 
refuge  behind  the  fortified  pass  of  Ringffoid, 
and  in  the  fortress  of  Chattanooga.  Our  renige, 
in  case  of  defeat,  was  in  Atianta,  one  hundred 
miles  off,  with  three  rivers  intervening.  There- 
fore, victory  for  us  could  not  have  been  deci- 
sive, while  defeat  would  have  been  utterly  dis- 
astrous. Between  Dalton  and  the  Chattahoo- 
chee we  could  have  given  battle  only  by  attack- 
ing the  enemy  intrenched,  or  so  near  intrench- 
ments  that  the  only  result  of  success  to  as 
would  have  been  his  falling  back  into  them. 
While  defeat  would  have  been  our  ruin. 

In  the  course  pursued,  our  troops  always  fight- 
ing under  cover,  had  very  trifling  losses  com- 
pared with  those  they  inflicted,  so  that  the 
enemy's  numerical  superiority  was  reduced  daily 
and  rapidly,  and  we  could  reasonably  have  ex- 
pected to  cope  with  the  Federal  army  on  equal 
ground  by  the  time  the  Chattahoochee  was 
passed.  Defeat  on  this  side  of  that  river  would 
have  been  its  destruction.  We,  if  beaten,  had 
a  place  of  refuge  in  Atlanta— too  strong  to  be 
assaulted,  and  too  extensive  to  be  invested.  I 
had  also  hoped  that  by  the  breaking  of  the  rail- 
road in  its  rear  the  Federal  army  might  be  com- 
p>elle^  to  attack  us  in  a  position  of  our  own 
choosing,  or  to  a  retreat  eadly  converted  into 
rout.  After  we  crossed  the  Etowah  five  de- 
tachments of  cavalry  were  successively  sent 
with  instructions  to  destroy  as  much  as  fhey 
could  of  the  railroad  between  Dalton  and  tfaie 
Etowah.  All  failed — ^because  too  we^.  We 
could  never  spare  a  sufficient  body  of  cavalry 
for  this  Bervice,«as  its  assistance  was  absolutely 
necesaarv  in  the  defence  of  every  position  we 
occupied.  Captain  Harvey,  an  officer  of  great 
courage  and  sagacity,  was  detached  on  this  ser- 


vice with  one  hundred  men  on  the  eleventh  of 
June,  and  remained  for  several  weeks  near  the 
raOroad,  freouently  interrupting,  although  not 
strong  enough  to  prevent  its  use.  Early  in  the 
campaign,  the  statements  of  the  strength  of  the 
cavalry  in  the  Department  of  Mississippi  and 
East  Ix>uiBiana,  given  me  by  Lieutenant-^nerfil 
Polk,  just  firom  the  command  of  that  depart- 
ment, and  my  telegraphic  correspondence  with 
his  successor,  LieutenantHQenend  S.  D.  Lee, 
gave  me  reason  to  hope  tiiat  a  competent  force 
could  be  sent  from  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  to 
nrevent  the  use  of  the  rain-oad  by  the  United 
Btates  army,  I  therefore  suggested  it  to  the 
president  directly  on  the  thirteenth  June  and 
sixteenth  July,  and  through  Qeneral  Bragg  on 
the  third,  twelfth,  thirteenth,  sixteenth,  and 
twenty-sixth  June,  and  also  to  Lieutenant-Qene- 
ral  Lee  on  the  tenui  May  and  third,  eleventh,  and 
sixteenth  June.  I  did  jso  in  the  belief  that  this 
cavalry  would  serve  the  Confederacy  better  bv 
insuring  the  defeat  of  Major-General  Sherman  s 
army,  than  by  repelling  a  raid  in  MississippL 

Besides  the  causes  of  my  removal  alleged  in 
the  telegram  announcing  it,  various  other  aocosa- 
tions  have  been  made  against  me,  some  pub- 
lished in  newspapers  in  such  a  manner  as  to  ap- 
pear to  have  official  authority,  and  others  cireu- 
kted  orally  in  Qeorgia  and  Alabama,  and  im^ 
puted  to  Gkneral  Bragg. 

The  principal  are : 

That  I  persistently  disregarded  &e  iistruc- 
tions  of  the  president 

That  I  would  not  fight  the  enemy. 

That  I  refused  to  defend  Atlanta. 

That  I  refused  to  communicate  witii  General 
Bragg,  in  relation  to  the  operations  of  the 
srmy. 

That  I  disregarded  his  entreaties  to  change 
my  course  and  attack  the  enemy. 

And  gross  exaggerations  of  ihe  leases  of  the 
army. 

I  had  not  the  advantage  of  receiving  the  pres- 
ident s  instructions  in  relation  to  the  maomer 
of  conducting  the  campaign,  but  as  the  conduct 
of  my  predecessor  in  retreating  before  odds  le;« 
than  those  confronting  me  had  apparently  beeu 
approved,  and  as  General  Lee  in  keeping  on  the 
defensive,  and  retreating  towards  Graat's  ob- 
jective point,  under  circumstances  like  inii>e, 
was  adding  to  his  great  fame,  both  in  Ae  esti- 
mation of  the  administration  and  people,  I  sup- 
Fosed  that  my  course  would  not  be  ceBosured. 
believed  then  as  I  do  now,  that  it  was  the  odily 
one  at  my  command  which  promised  snoceas.  " 

I  think  that  the  foregoing  narrative  shows 
that  the  Anny  of  Tennessee  did  fight^  aind  with 
at  least  as  much  effect,  as  it  had  ev«r  done  before. 

The  proofs  that  I  intended  to  hoihi  Atlanta 
are,  the  Ihct  that  under  my  orders  the  work  ^  t' 
strengthening  its  defences  was  going  on  vigor- 
ously, the*  communication  on  the  aabject  mad^ 
by  me  to  Greneral  Hood,  and  the  fact  that  ciy 
family  was  in  the  town.  That  the  public  work- 
shops were  removed  and  no  large  ouppliee  d^ 
posited  in  the  town,  as  alleged  by  Gcmen^ 
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Bragg,  were  meaaurefl  of  oonmon  j>nideDce,  and 
no  more  indicated  an  intention  to  abandon  the 
place,  than  the  sendinff  the  wagons  of  an  anny 
to  the  rear  on  a  day  of  battle  provea  a  foregone 
determination  to  abandon  the  field. 

While  General  Bragg  was  at  Atlanta,  about 
the  middle  of  July,  we  had  no  other  conversa* 
tion  concerning  Ae  army  there,  than  ench  as 
I  introduced.  He  aaked  me  questions  regard* 
ing  its  operations  past  or  future — made  no 
comments  upon  them,  nor  any  suggescious, 
and  bad  not  the  slightest  reason  to  suppose  that 
Atlanta  would  not  be  defended.  He  told  me 
that  the  object  of  his  joumepr  was  to  confer  with 
laeutenaat-General  Lee,  and  communicate  with 
General  £.  K.  Smith,  in  relation  to  reinforce- 
ments for  me.  He  talked  much  more  of  afiairs 
in  Virginia  &an  Georgia,  asserting,  what  I 
believ^,  that  Shermans  army  outnumbered 
Grant's,  and  impressed  me  with  the  belief  that 
his  visits  to  me  were  unofficiaL 

A  brief  report  by  General  Hood  as  lieuten- 
ant^eneral,  aocompaDies  this. 
Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.   E.  JOHMBTON, 

tieaoraL 
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THE  AFFAIB  AT  PEINOETON,  VA. 

BEPOBT  OF  BRIO  AinnUWIKiUL  HU1IPHBK7  HABSHALL 

Caxp  mxak  jEmRWKTnjji,  Ta.,  ) 
Mar  83, 1802.        / 

1?.  E.  Lee,  Commanding^  d^c,  Richmond: 

Gensral  :  In  my  last  letter  I  advised  you  that 
the  opportune  return  of  Brigadier-Genei-al  Heth 
with  nis  force  to  Dublin  depot  rendered  it  un- 
necessary for  me  to  proceed  in  that  direction. 
Bat  I  ventured  to  suggest  to  that  officer  that  a 
lateral  movement,  by  me,  cutting  the  line  of  the 
enemy's  communication  at  Pruiceton,  might  as- 
sist him  materially  in  clearing  the  country  of 
the  column  which  was  endeavoring  to  penetrate 
to  the  railroad.  General  Hcth  approving  the 
idea,  I  moved  my  whole  force  at  once,  via  Salt- 
ville,  towards  this  place,  arriving  here  on  the 
twelfth  inst.  I  took  the  responsibility  of  order- 
ing to  the  field  some  skeleton  companies,  just 
recTuited,  and  intended  to  form  part  of  a  new 
regiment,  authorized  by  an  order  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  of  ninth  ^pril,  issued  to  Major 
McMahon,  formerly  General  Floyd's  Aide-de- 
camp. This  corps,  composed  of  seven  com- 
panies, so  called,  did  not  number  more  than  four 
hundred  men,  and  none  of  them  were  trained  at 
ulL  Under  my  order,  they  elected  a  lieutenant- 
colonel,  for  the  time,  onlv  to  lead  them  on  this 
expedition.  I  also  took  the  responsibility  of 
placinjr  in  their  hands  the  old  muskets  turned 
in  to  General  Dimmook  by  Colonel  Trigg,  which 
I  foimd  at  Abingdon.  I  left  Abingdon  with  a 
force  composed  of  the  54th  Virginia, six  hundred 
men ;  the  29th  Virginiai  four  hundred  and  twenty 


men  (four  companies,  wholly  reoruitB,  three 
raised  by  me  this  spring,  and  one  by  Lieutenant 
March) ;  the  5th  KentucKy,  five  hundred  men ; 
Dunn's  battalion  of  recruits,  four  hundred  men  ; 
Bradley's  Moimted  Kentucky  Rifles,  about  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  men — making  an  aggre- 
gate of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  men,  to  which,  add  Jeffree's  battery  of  six 
pieces,  manned  bv  recruits  almost  entirely. 

General  Heth  desired  a  delay  of  a  day  or  two 
to  reorganize  the  companies  in  Floyd's  brigade, 
which  were  under  his  command.  Having  de- 
spatched couriers  to  Colonel  Wharton,  directing 
him  to  meet  me  in  Princeton,  on  the  night  of 
the  sixteenth,  by  advancing  from  Rocky  Gkp ; 
and,  having  informed  General  Heth  (who  was 
in  position  at  the  mouth  of  Wolf  creek),  that  he 
should  attack  the  enemy  at  the  mouth  of  East 
river,  on  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth,  I  put 
my  column  in  motion  on  the  fifteenth,  and 
reached  Princeton  on  the  night  of  the  sixteentli. 
My  advance  was-  unexpected  by  Brigadier- 
General  Cox,  who  had  nis  headquarters  and 
body-guard  at  Princeton  at  the  time,  with  a 
force  variously  estimated  at  from  five  hundred 
to  twelve  hundred  men — ^the  former  probably 
nearer  the  truth  than  the  latter.  The  pickets  of 
the  enemy  were  encountered  by  my  advance 
guard  about  four  miles  from  Princeton,  and  a 
skirmish  continued  from  that  place,  through  the 
woodlands  and  brushwood,  to  a  point  something 
over  one  mile  from  the  Court  House.  This 
skirmish  was  conducted  by  the  Fifth  Kentucky, 
from  which  I  lost  Captain  Leonidas  Elliott,  who 
fell  mortally  wounded  (since  dead)  at  the  head 
of  his  company,  while  bravelv  beating  the  ene- 
my back.  In  this  skirmish  the  enemy  lost  some 
sixteen  or  twenty,  who  were  left  on  t^e  field. 
We  had  only  four  wounded,  including  Captain 
Elliott  None  killed.  I  directed  Colonel  Trigg 
to  move  on  the  right  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  and 
take  the  enemy  in  flank,  and  so  to  press  on  to 
Princeton.  Arriving  at  the  hill  (subsequently 
occupied  by  mej,  from  which  the  land  drops 
into  tiie  level  vale,  in  which  Princeton  stands,  a 
halt  was  ordered  by  Brigadier-General  Williams, 
and  a  line  of  battle  formed,  with  a  view  of 
bringing  up  the  artillerv  to  shell  the  town  from 
that  point  I  thought  it  best  to  take  the  place 
by  small  arms,  ana,  though  daylight  was  now 
nearly  gone,  I  ordered  the  battiUions  forward— 
Trigg  leading  to  the  right.  May  next,  Moore's 
and  Bradley's  men  next,  so  as  to'  move  on  the 

Elace  through  the  meadows  and  by  the  road  we 
ad  traveled.  In  half  an  hour  a  sharp,  hot  fire 
da  the  right,  announced  Colonel  IVi^g  in  contact 
with  the  enemv.  Fire,  from  a  regiment,  is  sel- 
dom more  steady  than  tiiis  I  refer  to.  Succeeded 
by  a  general  shout,  and  then  by  absolute  silence, 
which  lasted  at  least  an  hour  and  a  half  before  I 
received  any  message  from  the  troops  in  front, 
reallv  I  did  not  know  but  that  we  had  met  a 
check,  and  that  regimental  commanders  were 
arranging  for  a  new  assault  As  everything  had 
to  be  left  to  them,  under  such  circumstances,  1 
waited  about  half  a  mile  from  town,  placing  my 
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battery  in  position  at  once,  to  oommand  the 
town  and  our  road.  I  snpported  the  battery 
with  Dnnn's  battalion.  Amr  a  while  I  was  in- 
formed that  the  enemy  had  fled  before  ns,  leav- 
ing his  tents,  clothes,  swords,  officers'  nnifomis, 
and  even  the  lights  bnming  in  his  tents. 

It  is  probable  had  we  not  halted  before  night- 
fall, we  might  have  captured  many  prisoners, 
possibly  the  General  himself;  fbr  I  was  in- 
formed he  did  not  leave  town  nntil  twilight 
Bat  none  of  ns  conld  foresee,  and  so  fbr  as  I 
know,  everv  one  acted  for  the  best  The  regi- 
ment went  in  with  hearty  good  will  and 
promptly.  Menor  Bradley  lost  one  of  his  men, 
Weeacn,  of  Halladay*s  company.  Trigg  had 
some  six  men  wounded,  one  of  whom,  private 
Carter,  of  Company  I,  was  mortally  wonnded. 
So  tiie  town  of  PHnceton  fell  into  mv  hands 
about  ten  r.  v.,  on  the  sixteenth  of  May ;  the 
line  of  the  enemy's  communications  with  Ra- 
leif  h  was  cut,  and  the  headquarters  of  the 
"Sjinawa  division"  was  abnq>tiy  stampeded. 
A  mass  of  correspondence  fell  into  my  nands. 
Letters  and  orders,  dated  from  the  tenth  down 
to  the  sixteenth  of  May — folly  disclose  the  in- 
tentions of  the  enemy  and  his  strength.  I  send 
you  several  of  these  for  your  peruraL  I  learned 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Princeton  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  fifteenth,  the  two  regiments, 
about  nine  hundred  men  each,  had  passed 
through  town  toward  East  River,  and  that  two 
regiments  had  been  expected  to  arrive  at  eight 
p.  jc,  from  Raleigh,  the  very  evening  I  came.  I 
had  a  knowledge  that  one  or  more  regiments 
iiad  passed  on  to  the  mouth  of  East  River  by  the 
road  from  Dnnlap,  without  coming  through 
Princeton.  Combining  the  information  I  had 
from  the  letters  captured  with  the  news  I  re- 
ceived from  the  people  in  Princeton,  I  learned 
that  I  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  at  least  four 
regiments,  of  which  General  Heth  had  no 
knowledge. 

My  own  position  had  suddenly  become  very 
critical  I  had  only  heard  from  Colonel  Wliar- 
ton  that  he  had  not  passed  East  River  Moun- 
tain on  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth.  He  had 
not  arrived  at  Princeton  on  the  night  of  the  six- 
teenth, as  1  had  directed  and  desired.  I  did 
not  know  the  direction  in  which  General  Cox 
had  retired,  whether  to  East  River  or  Raleigh  ; 
but  whether  in  the  one  or  the  other  direction,  I 
had  no  assurance  but  that  the  morrow  would 
find  me  struggling  with  my  force,  more  than 
half  of  whom  were  undrilled  recruits,  against 
largely  superior  numbers  of  well-trained  troops, 
of  every  arm.  Castinj^  about  as  well  as  I  could 
at  nieht,  to- catch  an  idea  of  the  topography,  I 
fotmd  that  the  ruins  of  Princeton  occupy  a 
knoll  in  the  centre  on  some  open  level  meaoows, 
entirely  surrounded  by  woodlands,  with  thick 
undergrowth,  which  fringe  the  open  grounds, 
and  Uiat  through  the  entire  circuit  aoout  the 
town,  the  central  position  at  the  court  house 
can  be  commanded  by  tho  Enfield  rifle.  Roads 
lead  in  through  these  woods  in  several  direc- 
tions. My  men  had  marched  nineteen  miles 
during  the  day,  had  slept  none,  and  were  scat- 


tered among  Jhe  honsea  and  teals  to  diaoover 
what  bad  been  left  of  tiie  soeiBy.    I  at  once  de- 
termined to  witMraw  fron  the  rvios  before 
dawn,  and  to  tske  position  witkin  langa  of  the 
town  site  so  as  to  ootbt  tiha  road  W  which  I 
entered.    This  I  eSacted,  the  dawn  finding  me 
in  ttie  aot  of  conplatiog  the  opentioiL    My 
force  was  narcAed  froa  the  town.    Alter  day- 
light I  reonved  a  deapatoh  from  (kAooA  Whar* 
ton,  dated    tlie  sixteenth,  at  the  Oroaaroada, 
etoven  miles  fktmPrimsetoii,  promiaing  to  oome  to 
town  by  nine  a.  x.,  on  the  aaveateenth.  Before 
he  arrived  the  eneaoy  had  T»«nterad  the  town,  a 
force  I  could  not  eathnate,  but  which  waa  pro- 
vided with  aitiflery,  and  displayed  aaore  than 
two  fall  regiments.    Colonel  Wharton  arsived 
in  the  neighborhood  by  the  road  leading  in  Cram 
the  CkxMs-roads,  a  littte  after  nine  a.  a.    The 
enemy  was  at  ttie  time  throwing  forward  his 
skirmishers,  to  dispate  witii  maae  the  wooda 
and  points  overhanging  the  road,  which  led  in 
"from  the  GrosB^roaas  to  Princeton,  which  road 
ran  nearly  parallel  to  the  one  by  which  I  had 
advanced.    I  had  written  to  C^onel  Wharton 
to  press  on,  and  he  would  have  the  enemy  in 
flank.  The  Colonel  opened  with  his  single  piece 
of  artiUery,  a  little  after  nine,  iq>on  my  right 
and  the  batteries  in  town  ai^  at  my  position  at 
onoe  opened  upon  each  other  at  long  range. 
Colonel  Wharton  soon  came  to  me  to  report  his 
position  and  force.    The  force  was  about  eight 
hundred  men.    My  estimate  is,  I  now  had  some 
two  tfaoosaDd  eight  hundred  aieQ,  of  wliom  one- 
half  were  raw  recruits.    A  regiment  of  the  en^ 
my  coming  down  from  the  direction  of  ^osa- 
rcmds  to  ranoeton,  about  this  time,  appeared  in 
the  rear  of  Colonel  Wharton's  command,  and 
were  attacked  by  it  furiously.    The  stniggle 
Lasted  but  a  short  time.    The  havoc  in  the  ene- 
my's ranks  was  terrible.    Colonel  Wharton  re- 
ports to  me  two  hundred  and  eleven  as  the  dead 
and  wounded  of  the  enemy.    I  nnderataad  that 
more  than  eighty  bodies  were  buried  on  the 
field.    The  enemy  appeared  with  a  flag  of  truce; 
asking  to  bury  their  dead,  and  to  remove  their 
wounded.    I  refused,  but  hearinr,  adfler  about 
an  hour,  that  some  officer  had  dewed  it,  and 
that  the  enemy  were  engaged  in  boryin^,  I  di- 
rected Brigadier-GFenerBi  Williams   to  |>ennit 
the  ambulances  of  tiie  enemy  to  pass  alon^  my 
right  for  the  purpose  of  carrying    awmy  the 
wounded  also.    There  was  no  further  battle.    I 
waited  for  news  from  Brigadier-General  Hedi,  or 
to  learn  of  his  approach  to  Princeton,  as  the  ag> 
nal  for  a  general  engagement  with  tiie  enemy. 
IF  Brigadier-Gkneral  Heth  had  auoceesfolly  ju- 
tacked  at  the  moniSti  of  East  River  in  the  mons 
ing,  as  requested  to  do,  he  might  be  hourly  ex- 
pected to  commTmicate  his  approach  to  Prince- 
ton by  his  couriers  or  his  amUery.    If  he  had 
not  attacked,  but  was  still  at  the  montti  of  Wolf 
Creek,  it  would  be  imprudent  in  me  toaaaail  the 
enemy,  for  the  probaoility  was  strong  that  he 
would  haaard  the  assault  hinaelf  i^ainat  aay 
position,  attempting  to  beat  me,  whue  be  pre- 
served his  front  against  Heth. 
If  General  Heth  could  by  means  of  mj  diver- 
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sion,  g«t  through  ttie  narrows  of  New  Siver, 
our  forces  shonld  join  tiie  night  of  the  ■OTen- 
teenth,  and  then,  combmed,  we  oould  fight  on 
the  eighteenth  the  whole  force  of  the  eneooy, 
and,  if  snooeeaful,  could  pnraue  hie  Yanoniahed 
column  to  Raleigh,  bom  hia  Btorea,ana  preea 
onr  advantage  aa  far  aa  we  deaired.    Tliia  waa 
pay  reaaoning.    I  wonld  not  moTO  upon  the 
'town  hi  the  CTening  of  the  aeTenteentti ;  first, 
becanse  the  result  would  then  be  probleSMttical, 
and  ^at  problem  would  hkelj  be  favoiablj 
solved  on  the  arrival  of  General  Hsth'a  com- 
mand.   A  grand  result  wonld  then  be  easily 
obtained.    Had  I  attacked  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  had  I  Ikiled,  notiiing  could  have 
shielded  me  from  condemnation  aa  a  raah  officer, 
i^bo  periDed  aU  and  lost  all,  when  a  few  more 
hours  wonld  have  doubled  hia  ffMroe.    I  confi- 
dently expected  al  nightfall  on  the  seventeenth, 
that  &e  enemy,  in  superior  force,  would  attach 
me  in  the  morning,  or  that  a  junction  with  Gen- 
eral Heth  would  enable  me  to  attack  his  whole 
force,    which    was    apparency    concentrated 
around  Princeton.    He  waa  in  plain  view  under 
my  glass— 4iiB  wagona  deUberataly  parked,  his 
regiments  ezeroiBing,  and  all  the  appearanoea 
g^iven  which  indicate  the  purpoae  to  nve  bat- 
tle.   My  forces  were  madnd  to  hhn.    He  could 
have  no  idea  of  its  amount    In  thia  &ct  waa 
my  safety,  until  Heth  oould  come  up.    It  seems 
Brigadier^neral   Heth    did   advanoe  to  the 
mouth  of  tiie  East  River,  and  found  the  enemv 
had  abandoned  tents  and  oaoap-equipage,  both 
there  and  at  FrenchVi,  where  ho  had  oeen  forti- 
fying.   The  General  passed  on  until  he  came 
within  four  or  five  miles  of  Princeton,  on  the 
evening  of  the  seventeenth,  when,  hearing  in 
the  country  from  somebody  that  I  had  been  re- 
pulsed and  waa  retreating,  he  feO  back  in  the 
night  to  the  mouth  of  Eaat  River.    Hia  courier 
arrived  at  my  poaition  (one  mile  from  tibe  court- 
house) about  nine  a.  m.,  on  the  sighteenthv  con- 
veying  to  me  the  information   that  Ctoneral 
Heth's  force  was  now  so  required  in  another 
direction  as  to  forbid  finrtiier  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  with  a  requeat  to  return  Gdonel  Whar- 
ton to  a  post  in  the  district  oi  New  River,  in- 
dicated by. the  General  commanding  aaid  dis- 
trict The  enemy  had,  during  the  nighty  vacated 
Princeton,  taking  the  Raleigh  roM,  l^a  rear 
passing  Blue  Stone  River  about  sunrise.     I 
ordered  my  battalion  of  nountednriffiea  to  fol- 
low him.    I  asceortained  t&at  on  the  night  of  the 
eighteenth  he  encamped  about  ten  miles  from 
Princeton,  in  a  very  strong  position,  having 
some  seven  regimente  with  um  in  retreat,  in  w 
from  five  to  seven  thousand  men.    On  the  nine- 
teenth, I  again  sent  forward  on  his  hiie  ef  re- 
treat, and  sscertained  that  he  had  paaaed  the 
Flat  Top  Mountains,  had  burned  some  of  his 
caissons  and  guiM»rriag^s,  and  faad^  abaadoBed 
some  of  his  wagons  tiie  preceding  night    He 
was   now  twenty-five  miles  iirom   ranoeton. 
Nothing  was  now  left  to  me  but  to  retom  to 
the  diirtriot  whose  interests  are  under   my 
charge.    I  left  a  company  of  monnted  men  at 


Princeton,  with  orders  to  remain  until  General 
Heth  could  relieve  them,  and  with  the  rest  of 
my  command  I  returned  to  this  point  I  left 
seventy-one  of  the  enemy  woundea  in  Hospital 
at  Princeton,  too  badly  shot  to  be  moved  at  all. 
His  surgeons  were  left  in  attendance,  and  a 
obtain  was  permitted  to  be  with  them.  I  re- 
turn a  Ust  of  twenty-nine  prisoners.  The  men 
themselves  have  be«i  marched  to  Abingdon, 
where  three  others  from  the  same  army  nave 
been  confined,  whose  names  you  have  lUready. 
My  Quartermaster  has  made  return  of  our  cap- 
tnres,  amone  which  I  may  mention  about  thirty- 
five  miles  oif  telegraph  wire,  horses,  mules,  sad- 
dles, pack-saddles,  medical  instnunento,  medi- 
cines m  panniers,  tente,  a  few  stores,  eifi^hteen 
head  of  cattle,  a  number  of  witf  one,  ana  some 
excellent  muakete  and  rifles.  Iliese  last  have 
been  taken  in  charge  by  my  ordnance  officer^, 
and  will  be  issued  to  my  command,  unless 
otherwise  ordered. 

Reviewing  the  whole  movement,  I  have  only 
to  regret  mt  Brigadier-General  Heth  did  not 
join  me  on  the  seventeenth,  and  did  not  com- 
municate to  me  his  whereabouts  during  the  da^ 
or  night  All  was  accomplished  that  I  antici- 
pated from  the  moveolenty  except  the  capture  of 
priionen.  The  invasion  has  been  signally  re- 
pidsed,  and  the  enemy  has  t)een  demoralized 
and  broken.  The  country  he  threatened  so  im- 
minently has  been  relieved.  It  is  a  triumph  of 
strategy  merely,  wi^ont  loss  on  cue  part  My 
list  of  casualties  will  only  ex^bit  two  killed  on 
die  field,  and  two  seriously  wounded,  who  will 
die ;  and  some  ten  or  twelve  wounded,  but  not- 
dangerously.  The  enemy  has  lost  largely ;  and 
indeed  I  should  not  be  surprised  if,  in  kiUed 
and  wounded,  his  loss  reaches  four  hundred. 
One  of  his  regimente  scattered  in  the  woods, 
threw  away  g^ns  and  uniforms,  and  ite  mem- 
bers are  daily  picked  up  by  the  country  people. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Mabsbau., 

Brlgadier-OaMral,  commmdlig. 

AriicbB  Oaptvredfivm  Out  Etmnjf, 

Brigadier-Oeneral  ManhaU,  olmmanding,  HIc: 
Gensral:  I  have  to  report  the  following  arti- 
cles captured  from  the  enemy  at  Princeton,  Va., 
on  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  instant,  viz. : 

Twelve  bell  tente,  two  wall  tente  and  flies, 
five  horses,  eighteen  mules,  thirty-five  pack  sad- 
dles, four  wagons,  a  lot  of  incomplete  harness. 
Respectfully, 

W.  P.  PsBBsa, 

Mi^  ud  Chfer  QaonenaMler,  Ana/  C  Kntiiclcf . 
LM  </PHso9Mrt  Ocqilwrsd!. 

^  Mqr  16, 17, 18, 1802. 

TvomOy-^iglA  OAio,  CciUmd  ifoore.— Privates 
Charles  Gross,  Daniel  Ghantemp,  Company  G; 
John  YageL  H.  A.  Miller,  Company  H ;  Charles 
Hertwiok,  Company  F ;  Christian  Lndwig,  Cor- 
p<nral  John  Keen,  Company  C. 
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Tw^th  Ohio,  Ookmel  IPM0.— 1 
Klein,  Company  E. 

Thirty-seventh  Ohio,  OoUmel 
Frederick  Kock,  M.  Kohl,  Company  A ;  Thomas 
Kemper,  Company  C ;  Frank  boba,  Compaxnr 
K ;  Henry  Bergeichen,  Company  F ;  Ptftol  kapn^ 
Chai'les  Oroth,  Corponl  Jacob  Rauft,  Company 
H ;  FH vate  Henry  Kottienberg,  Company  K. 

Twent^Mrd  UMo,  Cokmd  SoammnL-^FriY' 
ates  Leonard  Beck,  W.  B.  Waterhonse,  Com- 
pany C. 

Thirfy-fouHh  Ohia,  OciUmd  PratL^-^Ons^inxi 
0.  P.  Evans,  Company  B ;  Privatis  George  W. 
Thompson,  Company  K ;  David  Coleman,  Com* 
pany  C ;  Frank  M.  Curl,  Anthony  Eblehart,  Com- 
pany F ;  Michael  Kelly,  Jacob  Fbanacht,  Com- 
pany I ;  H.  A.  Blakeman,  Company  D. 

Seoond  Virginia  Ootvcdty,  Coiond  Bovohe. — 
Pk'ivate  Robert  Morphy  (Irishman),  Company  K. 


Gamp  sxab 


Vi. 


The  above  is  a  Hst  of  prisoners,  exoept  one 
wounded  man,  in  hospital,  whose  nsme  1  have 
not  yet  learned.  They  consist  of  seyenteen 
Germans,  one  Irishman,  and  ten  natiye  Ohioans. 
Some  of  die  Q^rmans  are  not  naturalized.  Be- 
sides these,  there  are  fwo  citizens  of  Mercer 
county,  not  reported  herein,  taken  up  on  charge 
of  disloyalty. 

Hiram  Hawkins, 

IfaOov  Hid  OOoar  orth«  Dif. 

General  Mabsbali* 


Doa  GO. 


OAPTUBB  OF  FOBT  DOKEISON. 

Ra\)ECT  or  OOLONIL  J.  H  flDCONlOir. 


.September  24, 1863. 

QeMTolS,  Oocper,  AiiffutfpU  mui  In^etlor-Geth 

eral,  CA  A.: 

Gbnkral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report 
of  die  action  and  casualtieB  of  the  brigade  I  com- 
manded at  the  battle  of  Fort  Donelson,  on  the 
fifteenth  of  February,  1862.  I  baye  been  pre- 
vented from  doing  so  sooner  from  the  dia* 
courtesy  of  the  Federal  authorittes  either  to 
allow  me  to  make  it  to  a  superior  officer  in  cap- 
tivity with  me  (but  in  a  dinerent  prison),  or  in 
any  other  wav;  and  I  now  make  this  report 
to  yon  direct,  because  I  do  not  know  the  where- 
abouts of  the  proper  division  commanders,  and 
from  a  desire  to  do  justice  to  the  gallant  officers 
and  men  under  my  command  upon  the  bloody 
field  ;  also  that  the  government  may  know  who 
not  on^  bravely  met  the  invading  u)e»  but  ^ed 
their  blood  in  the  defence  of  the  most  holy 
cause  for  whioh  freemen  aver  fooght ;  and  that 
their  fiunilies,  in  after  times,  may  reap  the  bene- 
fits of  their  noble  deeds  and  costly  sacrifices. 

On  Saturday,  February  fifteenth,  1862,  about 

one  o'dook  a.  x.,  I  received  a  verbal  order  from 

Brigadier-General  Pillow  to  lake  command  of 

tiie  brigade,  oommanded  up  to  that  by  Cok>nel 

^  the  Third  Mississippi  (and  pn^ 


ei^  tfie  brigade  of  Brig«dieiv<;^ne»l  Clark  of 
Mississippi,)^ composed  of  the  following  regi- 
menta,  viz.,  Third  Misaiseippi,  Cokoei  Dayidaon, 
Lieutenant^on^  Wells  coflunnding;  First 
Mississippi,  Colonel  Himonton,  LieutenantClolo- 
nel  Huttilion  commaoding;  Seventh  Tezaa, 
Colonel  Gregg  eommanding ;  Sjgi&th  Kentucky, 
Colonel  Bnraett,  Lieutsnant-Colonel  Lvona 
commanding;  For^-aeoond  Tennessee,  Colonel 
Quariee  commanding.  The  bat  rajgiment 
named,  however,  wae  detached  previoos  to 
going  into  the  actien,  and  from  which  I  have 
reoeiyed  no  report  In  obedience  to  orden, 
ttie  brigade  was  formed  in  oolamn  under  the 
crest  of  the  hill  in  the  rsar  of  and  to  the  left  of 
the  rifie^ts  oooapted  by  our  army,  and  in  rear 
of  the  brigade  eonnnsnded  by  Colonel  Baldwin 
of  the  Fourteenth  Miseisainpi,  in  whioh  poaition 
we  remained  until  five  o'clock  a.  x.  The  enemy 
were  in  poaition  behind  the  crests  of  a  number 
of  small  niUs  in  front,  and  to  the  tight  of  our 
rifle^ils,  uid  encircling  owt  entire  left  wing. 
At  the  hour  aboye  mentioned  Cokmel  Baldwin 
reoeived  orders  to  move  in  tiie  direetion  of  the 
enemy  and  attadc  tiMm  on  the  right  I  was 
ordeM  to  follow  with  my  oommand,  which 
order  I  obeyed,  but,  owing  to  tiie  pY>aQd  and 
timber,  we  were  complied  to  niareh  by  the- 
flank,  and  had  not  moved  mer^  thaai  four  hun- 
dred yards  when  the  head  ai  fte  column  was 
fired  upon.  I  immediately  sent  an  order  to  lieu- 
tenantClolonel  Wells  to  nui&  his  right  wing  to 
the  ri^rt,  and  wheel  it  to  the  right,  eo  tiaai  I 
might  occupy  a  position  on  Cokmel  BaMwin*s 
right  (the  one  General  Pillow  had  directed),  but 
by  some  mieaBderatanding  of  the  order,  or  its 
being  unsoarried,  lieuteBeDtColanel  Wells 
oharged  his  front  forward  on  first  company, 
breaking  my  line  at  the  left  of  hoe  re^^iment  I 
tiien  oraered  lieotenantColottel  Lgnen,  of  the 
Big^th  Kentne^,  to  file  right,  and  move  by  the 
flank,  at  donUe  time,  which  the  gaUsut  officer 
obeyed,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy'a  raos- 
kelry.  Befcxe  they  had  completed  the  moyc- 
ment  many  of  his  noble  men  had  bravely'  fiiUcn, 
but  they  held  the  poeitiou  detemunedly,  and 
immediately  I  ordered  Colooel  Qiegg  of  the 
Seventh  Tessa  and  LieuteBanU>»lQnei  Hamil- 
ton, of  the  First  MisaMnipiH,  to  move  Aeir  re- 
spective regiments,  at  doume^uidc,  in  reer  end 
beyond  the  Bighth  Kentucky^  whioh  movemeiit 
tliDee  offioers  executed  with  as  munh  ooohMss. 
and  their  comniaiidtf  in  as  good  order,  aa  if 
they  had  been  on  revisw.  iel  iSke  iiue  Hax 
deeMtched  en  order  to  LienteoaniColoBel 
Webs  to  occupy  the  poeitMa  on  tbs  foft  cC  tibe 
Bighth  Kentucky.  (I  mshe  this  explamarion  t> 
■how  how  the  regimeuls  ehai^;ed  pooisioa  st 
going  ittte  aotien,  and  that  justioa  aiaj  be  done 
to  aU,  SB  nser  as  possible^  This  threw  me  in 
liaeof  battle  in  tte  following  order:  Seventh 
Texas  on  ^  vi^t,  ficat  MisaissipiM  le^iiaest 
seoend,  l^th  ftentnckj  third,  mA  Thiri 
Missieaipm  en  the  Isit,  mA  in  front  of  tke 
left  of  Omml  McQemaiid'a  diyimoii  of  Hbc 
Fedenl  aisor.     Doriif  this  satire  tine  tk 
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enemy  kept  up  a  oontimiouB  volley  of  laoflketry, 
with,  however,  but  little  effect— 4iK>8t  of  the 
balls  penning  over  ue.  I  now  ordered  the  en- 
tire commend  to  advance  and  occupy  the  oreet 
of  the  hUl,  which  was  exeonted  wim  a  coolness 
and  steadiness  that  would  have  done  honor 
to  soldiers  of  a  hnndred  battles.  That  heroic 
band  of  less  than  fifteen  hundred  in  nomber, 
mitfched  up  the  hill,  loading  and  firing  as  they 
moved,  gaining  inch  by  inch  on  an  eaemy  at 
leaat  four  times  their  number.  For  one  long 
hoar  this  point  was  ho^y  contested  by  the 
enemy,  and  many  gallant  offioons  and  Inave  men 
fell  in  the  faithful  dkduurge  (tf  their  duty ; 
among  whom  was  the  laoMnted  and  daring 
Lieuteaant-OokmelGieQgh  of  the  Seventh  Texas, 
together  with  a  number  of  c<Mnp«ny  officers, 
whose  names  are  mentioned  ki  the  list  of  killed 
and  wounded. 

At  this  moment  I  was  informed  by  an  Adju- 
tant that  the  command  was  running  short  of 
ammunition.  I  immediately  despatoned  an  aid, 
Captain  Rvan,  to  General  Pillow  for  reinfurce- 
menta,  and  at  the  same  tkne  ordered  Colonel 
Gregg  to  move  his  regiment  further  to  the  right 
to  prevent  a  flank  movement  I  discovered  the 
enemy  were  attempting  to  make,  and  theremam- 
der  of  my  command  to  charge  the  enemy's  lines, 
whieh  mevements  were  executed  witli  a  spirit 
and  determination  that  insured  succnms.  The 
enemy's  lines  gave  way,  and  the  rattle  of  mus- 
ketry was  drowned  by  the  shouta  of  victory 
that  rose  along  the  lines  of  men  conscious  of 
superiority  and  right  The  enemy,  however, 
again  rallied  and  fmmed  in  line  of  battle  a  few 
hundred  yards  in  rear  of  their  first  position,  and 
in  rear  oi  /our  pieces  of  artillery  (of  Swartz's 
batlery).  The  line  of  my  brigade,  in  the  ohaive 
over  the  hilk  and  in  passing  through  £e 
enemy's  camp,  having  become  somswhat  brv^en, 
I  ordered  the  oomimindant  to  halt  and  rectify 
their  aUgnnent,  which  was  quickly  done ;  and 
being  now  infoiued  by  Oaptain  Ryan  that  the 
Fiftprnnxth  Virginia  regiment  was  on  my  left,  I 
again  ordered  an  advance,  which  was  promptly 
obeyed  by  all ;  and  soon  the  enemy  was  again 
driven  from  his  position,  and  four  pieoes  of 
Swarta's  battery  in  our  possession.  Tne  enemy 
continued  to  fall  bade,  contesting  the  crest  of 
every  hill,  until  we  had  driven  uem  over  one 
and  a  half  miles,  and  had  possession  of  the 
ground  occupied  by  the  left  of  Modemsnd's 
and  WaUaoe%  division  of  the  Federal  army. 
The  enen^  had  diaappeared  behind  the  cresta 
of  a  range  of  hifls  about  half  a  mile  in  our  fronts 
and  m  ue  direction  of  their  transports.  At  this 
point  I  was  ordered  to  hah  my  eommsad  sad 
await  further  orders.  In  the  meaatinis  the 
iMigade  was  furnished  with  ammunition  ^chiefly 
gathered  fNm  the  slain  of  the  enemy|,  (he  Uses 
rectified,  and  the  command  brought  to  a  rest; 
in  which  position  we  remained  mr  a  ooasidcfw 
able  tfane,  ontU  orders  came  for  us  to  msroh  ii^ 
side  the  rifle-pits,  wluch  order  was  obeyed 
wHkoui  the  fre  if  a  fun  or  even  a  sight  of  the 
/OS,  unless  he  was  woonded  or  a  prisoner.    I 


had  not  fuHy  occupied  my  position  in  the  rffie- 
pits  when  an  order  came  to  me  to  move  at 
double-quick  to  the  right  of  bur  line.  The  men 
were  again  ordered  into  line,  and  moved  in  the 
direction  indicated,  but  before  arriving  at  the 
specified  point  another  order  was  received  to 
return.  Thus  ended  the  batde  of  Febmarv 
fifteenth,  1862,  so  far  as  the  brigade  I  command- 
ed participated. 

The  number  killed  and  wounded  in  each 
regiment,  as  per  Adjutants'  reports  is  as  fol* 
lows: 


Iblrd  Mississippi  r«glmeDt 
RlShth  Kentockr       -* 
SerenUiTszM  '* 

First  MlMiBslppi        <« 
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Making  a  total  of  286  killed  and  wounded 
out  of  1494  officers  and  men.  I  respect- 
fully refer  you  to  documents  for  the  names  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  different  regi- 
ments.  1  cannot  call  especial  attention  to  one 
of  the  field  officers  under  my  conunand  without 
doing  injustice  to  others.  Lieutenan^Oolonel 
WeUa,  assisted  by  Oaptsins  Kennedy  and  WeUs, 
of  the  Third  Mississippi;  Lieutcttant<Oolonel 
Lyon,  assisted  by  Major  Heniy  of  the  Eighth 
Kjentucky;  Odonel  Gregg,  Li6ntenant<GoRmel 
Caough,  and  Major  Granbury  of  the  Sevendi 
Texas ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hamilton  and  Major 
Johnston,  of  the  First  Mississ^pi,  all  won  for 
themselves  the  coafidenoe  of  their  commands, 
and  are  entitled  to  the  highest  ctmimendation  of 
their  countrymen.  Oaptain  R.  B,  Ryan  and 
Sergeant-Ma^or  T.  H.  Wilson  acted  as  my 
aids,  and  discharged  their  dufy  gallantfy.  It 
would  give  me  nnch  pleasure  to  mention  the 
names  of  compan|r  officers  who  distinguished 
themselvee  for  efficiency  and  gallantry,  but  their 
conduct  win  be  made  niown  by  their  respective 
regimental  commanders. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jomr  M.  Suioirroir, 

Ortoasl  Flral  Missiiiivpl  rtflneii^  ooannsBdiBg  brisidai 


Doa  61. 


YIGE8BT7BO  AND  BATON  ROUGE. 
luroRr  or  iujor-oeneral  van  dorn. 

HSADQOAvnaa  Damor  or  na  msumn,  \ 
JiOBtni.  Mob.,  8epi«iiibw  0, 1808.    / 

GnriBAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the 
infoimation  of  the  War  Department,  Hie  follow- 
ing report  of  the  defence  of  Yicksburg,  and  of 
opefations  in  this  district^  19  to  the  present 
tune: 


698 


REBELLION    RBOOKI^    1862-4». 


Piiranant  to  orders  I  amomed  cemnuuid  of 
this  diatrict,  and  of  die  defences  of  Vicksbiiri|, 
on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  June,  1862. 
Prior  to  mj  arriyal,  Major-Oeneral  LoveH  hav- 
ing resolved  to  defend  the  city,  had  ordered  a 
detail  of  his  force,  under  ttie  oommand  of  Bri- 
gadier-General M.  L.  Smith,  to  garrison  the 
place  and  constmot  woAb  for  its  defence.  I 
Ibond  the  city  besieged  by  a  x>owerfid  fleet  of 
war  vessels  and  an  anqy.  The  inhabitants,  in- 
spired by  a  noble  patriotisDH,  had  determined  to 
devote  the  city  ti)  destruction,  rather  than  see 
it  fidl  into  the  hands  of  an  enemy  who  had 
abaodoned  many  of  the  rules  of  civilized  war- 
fare. This  voluntary  sacrifice,  on  the  altar  of 
liberty,  inspired  me  with  the  determiiiatioD  to 
defend  it  to  the  last  extremity.  Orders  to  this 
effect  were  at  once  issued,  to  which  my  army 
responded  with  the  liveliest  enthusiasm.  The 
citizens  retired  to  the  interior,  while  the  troops 
marched  in  and  pitched  their  tents  in  the  val- 
]ey%  and  on  the  hills  adjacent,  in  convenient 
position  to  support  batteries  and  strike  assail- 
ants. The  batteries  of  heavy  guns  ahready 
established  by  the  skill  and  energy  of  General 
Smith,  on  the  crest  of  the  hills  overlooking  the 
river,  were  placed  in  complete  readiness  lor 
action.  Other  j^ns  were  brought  up  from 
Mobile,  from  Rtohmond,  frx>m  Columbus,  and 
elsewhere,  and  put  in  battery.  Breckinridge's 
division  occupied  the  city.  Smith's  brigade, 
whidi,  previous  to  my  anival,  had  famished 
the  garrison  of  the  place,  manned  the  batteries, 
and  widi  details  mm  Breckinridge's  division, 
ffuarded  the  approaches  in  front  and  on  the 
flanks.  Wither's  light  artUlery  was  placed  in 
such  position  as  to  sweep  aH  near  approaches, 
while  Stark's  cavalry  watched,  at  a  distance,  on 
our  flank  on  the  Tasoo,  and  below  Warrenton, 
on  the  MississippL 

Prior  to  my  assmniug  oomsBand,  the  attacking 
force  of  ttie  enemy  was  confined  to  Porter's 
mortar-fleet  and  Farragut's  gunboats  (with  tiieir 
attendant  array  in  transports^,  whicn  had  as- 
cended the  river  from  New  Orieans.  For  the 
operations  of  ttiis  force  in  attack,  and  for  the 
successful  and  heroic  resistanee  made  by  Gen- 
eral Smith  and  the  troops  under  his  command, 
I  refer  the  Department  to  the  satisfactory  and 
graphic  report  of  that  oflSoer,  herewith  com- 
municated. 

The  evacuation  of  Fort  Pillow  and  the  fall  of 
Memphis  opened  the  new  danger  of  a  combina- 
tion between  the  upper  and  lower  fleets  of  the 
enemy.  This  junction  was  effected  eariy  in 
iluly,  and  thus  an  added  fbrce  of  more  than  forty 
gunboats,  mortar-boats,  rams,  and  transports  lay 
in  menace  before  the  city.  On  the  twelfth  of 
July  it  opened  fire,  and  kept  up  a  continuous 
attack  until  the  bombardment  of  the  city  ceased. 
Having  recAved  authority  firom  the  President 
to  use  the  ram  Arimnsas,  as  part  of  n^  force, 
some  days  prior  to  the  fifteenth  of  July,  I  issued 
an  order  to  Captain  Brown  to  assume  command 
of  *  ^  ve  her  for  immediate  and  active 

F  ^  reliable  sources  I  learned 


that  she  was  a  vessel  capable  of  great  reaiat- 
anoe,  and  armed  with  large  offensive  power. 
Making  the  order  imperative,  I  cominanded 
Captain  Brown  to  take  her  through  the  xaft  of 
the  Yaaoo,  and  after  sinking  the  Star  of  the 
West  in  the  passage  to  go  out  and  attack  Ae 
upper  fleet  of  the  enemy  to  ttie  cover  of  my 
batteries.  I  left  it  to  his  judgment  to  deter- 
mine whether  on  reaching  the  city  his  vessel 
was  in  condition  to  proceed  down  tlie  river  and 
destioy  the  lower  mortar-fleet  Captain  Brown 
properly  substituted  a  vessel  of  inferior  quality 
m  place  of  the  Star  of  the  West»  entered  the 
Mississippi,  and  on  the  memorable  momtsg  of 
the  fifteenth  of  July,  immortalised  his  single 
vessel,  himself,  and  the  heroes  under  his  com* 
mand,  by  an  achievement,  the  most  briDtant 
ever  recorded  in  naval  sanals.  I  deeply  regret 
that  I  am  unable  to  enrich  my  report  bj  an  au- 
thentic account  of  the  heroic  action  of  the 
officers  snd  men  of  the  ArkauMS.  Commodore 
Lynch  declines  to  fumieh  me  with  a  report  of 
the  action,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  an  officer 
out  of  the  scope  of  my  command.  The  elory  of 
this  deed  of  the  Arkansas  stung  the  pri&  of  the 
Federal  navy,  and  led  to  the  most  speedy,  but 
unsuccessful  efforts  of  the  combinea  fleets  to 
destroy  her.  I  refer  the  Department  to  the  ac- 
companving  report  ef  General  Smith  for  an  ac- 
curate detful  of  those  efforts,  as  also  for  a  con- 
nected and  ftdthful  relation  of  the  isjipertant 
events  which  make  the  histary  of  the  si^e  and 
defence  of  Vicksburg.  With  the  fiulure  to  de- 
stroy or  take  the  Arkansas,  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg practically  ended.  The  attec^  on  tiie 
batteries  soon  ceased,  and  the  enemj,  baffied 
and  enraged  by  an  unexpected,  determined,  and 
persistent  defence,  vented  his  wrath  in  impo- 
tBot  and  barbarian  efforts  to  destroy  the  city. 
On  the  twenty-seventh  of  Julv  both  fleets  dw- 
appeared,  foiled  in  a  more  than  two  months* 
straggle  to  reduce  the  place.  The  casualties  on 
our  side,  during  the  entire  siege,  were  twenty- 
two  killed  and  wounded.  Not  a  gun  waa  dis- 
mounted, and  but  two  were  tempcnrily  disa- 
bled. The  successful  defence  of  Y  icksbm]^  is 
due  to  the  unflinching  vslor  ef  the  oaimamera, 
who,  unwearied  by  watchfulness  ni|^t  and  day, 
stood  by  their  guns  unawed  by  the  terron  of  a 
fierce  and  continuous  bombardment;  to  tibe 
sleepless  vigilance  and  undaunted  cenraee  of 
tiie  troops,  who  lay,  at  aU  hours,  in  dose  sup- 
porting distance  of  every  battenr,  ready  to  beat 
tiack  the  invader  so  soon  as  his  footsteps  should 
touch  the  shore ;  to  the  skilful  looatio&.of  soat- 
tered  batteries,  and  kst,  not  lesst,  to  that  great 
moral  power*-a  high  and  patriotio  resolve  per- 
vading and  sw^hig  the  breasts  of  oflmza, 
Boldieia,  and  dtiseas,  ikai,  ofessry  oorf;  As  tmemy 
thoadi  be  expeUecL  I  rd^  the  d^MartKiettt  to 
the  specific  enumeration  of  the  names  of  dOBcers 
and  men  who  won  distinction  by  meritonouft 
service  during  the  siege,  ss  reported  by  Gonial 
Smith,  and  I  heartily  indorse  hSs  oommendationa. 
Satisfied  that  the  enemy  dissppeared  from  Vicke* 
burg,  under  the  mortifying  oonviotion  thai  it 
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was  impregnable  to  his  attack,  I  raaolvad  to 
itrike  a  blow  before  he  had  time  to  otganiie 
LDd  mature  a  new  scheme  of  aaaanlt 

The  enemy  held  Baton  Ronre,  the  capital  of 
^niatana,  forty  mllea  below  me  month  of  Red 
^iver,  with  a  land  force  of  about  three  thonaaad 
ive  hundred  men,  in  oonjimctkm  with  four  or 
ive  gunboats,  and  some  tranaports.  It  was  a 
natter  of  great  necessity  to  us  that  the  naviga- 
ion  of  Bed  JKiver  should  be  opened  as  high  as 
T'icksburg.  Supplies,  mmch  needed,  existed 
here,  hard  to  be  obtained  irom  any  o^er 
quarter,  and  strong  militaiy  reasons  demanded 
iiat  we  should  hold  the  Mississippi  at  two 
>oints,  to  fhoilitate  communications  and  co-op- 
iration  between  my  district  and  the  Xrans-M iss- 
ssippi  Department  The  Cloture  of  Baton 
^ouge,  and  the  forces  of  Uie  enemy  at  that 
joint,  would  open  the  Mississtppi,  secure  the 
lavigation  of  Red  River,  then  in  a  state  of 
blockade,  and  also  render  easier  the  recapture 
>f  New  Orleans.  To  this  end  I  gave  orders  to 
General  Breckinridge  to  move  upon  Baton 
!U>uge  with  a  force  of  five  thousand  men.  picked 
rom  the  troops  at  Yicksbnrg,  and  added  to  his 
;omniand  the  whole  effective  force  of  G^eneral 
iluggles,  then  at  Gamp  Moore,  making  a  total 
'orce  of  six  thousand  men.  To  ensure  tiie  suo- 
;ess  of  the  plan,  I  ordered  the  Arkansas  to 
;o^)perate  with  the  land  forces  by  a  simuliane- 
>U8  attack  firom  the  river.  All  damages  sus- 
ained'  by  the  Arkansas  from  the  fleets  of  the 
.'nemy  biad  been  repaired,  and  when  she  left  the 
nrharf  at  Vicksburg  for  Baton  Rouge,  she  was 
ieemed  to  be-as  formidable,  in  attack  or  defenee, 
18  when  she  defied  a  fleet  of  forty  vessels  of 
KTBT,  many  of  them  iron-<dads.  With  such 
effective  means,  I  deemed  the  taking  of  Baton 
[louge  and  the  destruction  or  capture  d  the  ene- 
ny  on  the  land  and  water,  the  reasonable  result 
>f  fhe  expedition.  By  epidemic  disease,  tiie  land 
'orce  unaer  Major-General  Breckinridge  was  re- 
Inced  to  less  than  three  thousand  effective  men, 
(v^ithin  the  period  oi  ten  days  after  he  reached 
^arop  Moore.  The  Arkansas,  after  arriving 
w^ithin  a  abort  distance  of  Baton  Rouge,  in  ample 
Ame  for  joint  action  ut  the  appointed  hour  of 
ittack,  suddenly  became  unmanageable,  from  a 
'ailure  in  her  machinery  and  engme,  which  all 
:he  efforts  of  her  engineers  comd  not  repair, 
rhe  gaDant  Bftwskimidge,  advised  by  telemm 
)very  hour  of  her  progress  towards  Mtou 
Elouge,  and  counting  on  her  co-operation,  at- 
acked  the  enemy  with  his  whole  effective 
'orce,  then  reduoed  to  about  two  thousand  five 
lundred  men,  drove  him  ftxim  lA  his  positions, 
md  forced  him  to  seek  protection  mideT  ttie 
3over  of  his  gunboats.  I  regret  to  slate  that 
^e  labors  of  General  Breckinridge,  in  a  distant 
ield  of  operations,  have  ttius  &r  prevented  him 
from  making  to  me  a  repwt  of  his  acdon ;  but 
enough  has  transpired  to  enable  me  to  assure 
the  department  that  the  battie  of  Baton  Rou^ 
illustrated  the  vi^or  of  our  troops,  and  tiie  skill 
ind  intrepidity  of  ttieir  commander.  His  report 
nrill  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  it  is  received.     It 


will  be  thus  manifest  to  fhe  department  that  an 
enterprise,  so  hopeful  in  its  promise,  met  with 
partial  failure,  only  from  causes  which  w«re  not 
only  beyond  my  centred,  but  out  of  the  reach  of 
ortunary  foresight.  I  could  not  anticipate  the 
sudden  illness  of  three  thousand  picked  men, 
and  the  Ihiluie  of  the  Arkansas  at  the  critical 
hour  appointed  to  her  for  added  honors,  was  a 
joyfid  snrpriae  to  the  startled  fleet  of  the  enemy, 
and  a  wonder  to  all  who  had  witnessed  her 
fflory  si  Yioksbuijg.  Advised  of  the  result  of 
the  e^ediUon,  I  immediately  ordered  the  occu- 
pation of  Port  Hudson,  a  point  selected  for  its 
elipfibility  of  defence,  and  for  ita  capacity  for 
oTOusive  annoyance  of  the  enemy,  established 
batteries,  manned  them  with  experienced  gun- 
ners, and  guarded  them  by  an  adequate  sup- 
porting force,  holding  Baton  Rouge,  in  the 
meanwhile,  in  menaoa.  The  effect  of  these 
operations  was  the  evacuation  of  Baton  Rouge 
by  the  enemy,  and  his  disappearance  from  the 
Mississippi  between  the  oapitel  of  Louisiana  and 
Vicksbuig.  The  results  sought  by  the  bbovc- 
ments  against  Baton  Roug^  have  been,  to  a 
great  extent,  attained.  We  hold  two  points  on 
the  Mississippi — more  than  two  hundred  miles 
— unmolested  by  the  enemy;  and  closed  to  him. 
The  naviention  of  the  Mississippi  River  from 
the  mosSi  of  Red  River  to  Vicksburg  was  at 
once  opened,  and  still  renutins  open  to  our  com- 
merce, giving  us  also  the  important  advantage 
of  water  oonnection,  by  Red  Kiver,  of  the  east 
with  the  west  Indispensable  supplies  have 
been,  and  continue  to  be,  drawn  from  this 
source.  The  desired  iaoilities  for  communica- 
tion and  co-op^ation  between  this  district  and 
the  Tran»>Miseissippi  Department  have  been 
established.  The  recapture  of  New  Orleans  haa 
been  made  easier  to  our  aimy. 

I  think  it  due  to  the  truth  of  history  to  cor- 
rect the  error,  industriously  spread  by  tiie  ofilcial 
reports  of  the  enemv,  touching  the  destruction 
of  the  Arkansaa.  She  waa  no  trophy  won  by 
the  Essex,  nor  did  she  receive  injury  at  Baton 
Rouge  from  the  hands  of  any  of  her  adversaries. 
Lieutenant  Stevena,  her  gafiant  commander, 
fin<ting  her  unmanageable,  moored  her  to  the 
shorsb  On  the  cautious  amoach  of  the  enemy, 
who  kept  al  a  respectful  distance,  he  landed  his 
crew,  cut  her  from  her  moorings,  fired  her  with 
his  own  hands,  and  turned  her  adrift  down  the 
river.  With  every  gpm  shotted,  our  flag  floated 
from  her  bow,  and  not  a  man  on  board,  the 
Arkansas   bore  down  upon  the  enemy,  and 

S^ve  him  battte.  Her  guns  were  discharged  as 
e  flames  reached  them,  and  when  her  last  shot 
waa  fired  the  eamfesion  of  her  msgasine  ended 
the  brief  but  gforioua  career  of  the  Arkanaas. 
•at  waa  beauUf^"  said  lieutenant  Btevens, 
while  the  tears  stood  in  hia  eyes,  "  to  see  her, 
when  shandoned  by  commander  and  crew,  and 
dedioatsd  to  sacrifice,  fightiag  the  battle  on  her 
own  hook."  I  trust  that  the  official  report  of 
Commodore  Lynch  will  do  justiee  to  the  cour- 
age, oonstan<7,  and  refl(teti<m  of  the  ofiicers  and 
men  who  were  the  last  crew  of  the  Arkansas. 


Ovo 


BEBELUOV    BBOOBD,    WA^Bb. 


^p*^^ 


I  deem  it  emiiieiitlj  propw  to  taj  to  the  dm- 
]>arttneDt,  ihai  mMniu  the  Bpirit  wludi  raiolved 
to  dispute  at  ViokslHng  the  jgriadielkwi  of  «he 
MisBiiisippi  RiTer,  nor  the  energy  whieh  suo- 
oefiefoUy  executed  that  resolatiop,  was  IoobI  in 
its  character,  Bor  waa  it  a  q^irii  hovndad  hf 
State  Unea,  or  drouMcribed  l^  SlatD  pride.  It 
was  a  broad,  oathohc  wpfnt^  wide  as  o«r  oomi- 
try,  and  unlimited  aa  tiieindepeadenoe  we  atnig- 
gle  to  eatabUah*  The  vowv  whioh  baffled  the 
euemy  resided  in  Ike  iireaBtB  of  the  aoldieia  of 
seven  Stales,  inardiaM  behind  ^k»  nmmsrta  of 
Viokabarg.     Miaaiasipiriana   wen   there,   bat 


there  too,  also,  were  the  men  of  Keatn<^,  of 
Tennessee, of  Alahama,  of  Aifanaaa^of  LooisMiia, 
and  of  Misaovi,  as  ready  to  defend  the  empo- 
riwn  of  MiaBi8aq>pi  as  to  strike  down  the  foe 
at  their  own.hearlhalonaa.  I  inoorporaie  with 
my  report  a  achedule  of  the  foroea  nnder  my 
comanand  at  V ieksbing,  as  a  proper  contrihation 
to  the  archiTca  of  the  Confederacy. 

Chmerai  Bdm* — Fourth  KeatudcyTohuitserB, 
Lievtenant^lonel  Hynea  \  Fifth  Kentaoky  vol- 
nnteeia,  Colonel  Hunt;  Thktv-firat  Ahharaa  toI- 
nnteers,  Cok>nri  Edwards ;  Foarth  Aiahama  bat- 
talion, lieotanaiitGokmel  Bnodgraaa;  llurty- 
fifth  Mississippi  volunteers,  Cofenel  Onr ;  Hud- 
son battery. 

Qenend  J,  8.  .Bowsm.— First  Mtssonri  volnn- 
teers,  Lieutenan^OolonM  Biiey;  Tenth  Arkan- 
sas volunteers ;  NinUi  Arkanaas  vohmteera,  Col- 
onel Duiilop ;  Sixth  Miaaissmpi  vQlunteers,  Col- 
onel Lowry;  Second  ConJederate  battsdion; 
Watson's  batlsfy.  Captain  Boialey. 

G^m&tal  Preikm^^ThM  Kentnoky  voiiitt- 
teers,  Qolonel  Thompson ;  Sixth  Kentucky  vol- 
unteers, Colonel  Lewie  $  Seventh  Kentndcy  voir 
unteers,  Colonel  Orosshmd ;  Thkty-fifth  Alabmna 
volunteers.  Colonel  Robertson ;  Cobb^  battery, 
Lieutenant  irnay, 

Gokmd  W.  &  i8falkBK^Filteen&  Miana- 
sippi  volunteers.  LieatenantColonel  Fnrrell; 
Twenty-Second  Miosissippi  vohmtoess,  Captain 
Hughea;  Nineteenth  Teaneasee  vc^nnteeffs, 
lAeutenant^loael  Moore;  TwentMi  Teanea- 
see voHmteers,  Colonel  Smith;  Twenty-eighlli 
Tennessee  volunteers,  Ccdonel  Brown;  Forty- 
fifth  Tennessee  vehwteers,  Cokmel  Searcv^r; 
McClung's  battery,  Captain  MeChiag. 

€f6netal  M,  Xw  Bmitkd  Company  of  aappen 
and  miners, O^^tain  Winters;  Twea^sixtii Lou- 
isiana vohmteeta,  Coloiial  DeCloastt;  Twenty- 
fifth  Lomsiaaa  v^ohmtsera,  Colonel  Thomas; 
Sixth  Missisaippi  battalion,  Liantenaat  Colooel 
Balfour;  Twenty-aeventh  LouisisBa  volmteeta, 
Colonel  Marka;  Third  Mlsnhwipp  votaiteerB, 
Colonel  Meilou;  Seventeenth  Loniaiana  vohm- 
teers,  Colonel  ftlehardaon;  Fourth  Lonisiaoa 
volunteera,  OcAonal  AMan ;  Coinpaiqr  I,  Thir^- 
seventh  Misalaslppt  vohmteen,  Gaptain  BaadaU ; 
Firat  MlasisHppl  Light  artiUery,  Cotonal  With- 
era ;  regiment  neavy  artillacy,  Cmonel  Jackaoa ; 
Eighth  Loidsiana  batlalian,  Hnckneir ;  Firat 
Louiaiana  battalion,  Mi^r  CSinoh;  Twenty- 
eighth  Misaisefppi  eaval^,Monel  Stark;  hai- 


talion  Zovaves,  Mi^or  Dnpisre ;  cavalry  eecort, 
Lientenaat  Bradley. 

To  the  mambera  of  my  aiaff^  Maion  Ikimmel 
and  Stilh,  Asaiataat  Ai^utant  (ienerala;  to 
M^on  Joseph  D.  Balibur  and  A.  M.  Haakell, 
Inapeotara ;  to  Sunpon  C^ioppin,  Medical  Direc- 
tor;  to  Sugaon  j^ran,  Meoioal  Inapector;  to 
Lisutenanta  Sullivan  and  Shoemaker,  my  Aides ; 
to  Liaata«ant<}olonel  Lomax,  Aasiatant  Af^  utaut 
and  Inspector-General ;  to  Lieutenant-Ookmel  J. 
P*  Mayor,  Acting  Fjgjineflr ;  to  Captain  A.  H. 
Oroas,  Captain  Thysaing,  Bngineers ;  to  Colooel 
Fred.  Tate,  and  to  Mjyora  Uriel  Wright  aiid 
WeloUer,  volnnteer  Aidea,  I  return  my  thanks 
for  the  ready  and  efficient  services  rendered  by 
them  in  t^eir  respective  departmenta. 
I  am,  air,  very  respectfully, 

Yow  obedient  servant, 

Eabl  Nmm  DoaiL 

Vajor-deiiflnL 

Since  this  report  was  written  I  have  re<:eived 
file  report  of  Major-General  Breckinridge,  «»f 
his  operations  at  Baton  Rouge  and  Port  Hud- 
son, herewith  forwarded.  It  gives  me  pleasure 
to  conunend  to  the  special  notice  of  ffie  de^ 
partment  the  names  of  aH  who  won  distinction 
m  tiie  service. 

Eabl  Tan  Dork, 


Septemtrar  80,  ISSS  '  | 

Maijar  M   M.  Kimmd^   JMUtQud   A^waaai- 

&B :  I  have  Uie  honor  to  report  the  operations 
of  a  portion  of  my  division,  recently  ordered 
from  Yickabuzg  to  Camp  Moore  and  Baton 
Rouge,  Louiaiana,  by  Major  General  Van  Do^n : 

I  left  Vickaburff  on  the  twenty-aeventh  of  iuly 
with  aomewhat  Teas  than  four  thousand  men, 
and  arrived  at  Camp  Moore  the  evening  of  the 
twent)r«ei^th.  The  M%|or-Genenl  conamaod- 
ing  the  aiatrict  having  received  intelli^nce 
that  the  enengr  waa  threatenii;^  Gamn  M^ore  in 
force,  we  movement  waa  made  auadanJy  and 
rapicUy  by  rail^cMid,  and  having  but  few  cars» 
nothing  could  be  tiansported  except  the  troopa, 
with  their  anna  and  ammunition.  Brigadier- 
Qenaral  Gharlea  Clark,  who  had  reported  tar 
duty  a  few  daya  before  our  departure  from 
Viambmg,  jaoaaj^Uj  and  kindly  oonsented  to 
aoeompany  fta  expedition.  Brupdier-QeDeral 
EngKlea  waa  already  at  Camn  Moore,  in  com- 
maoa  of  a  amatt  force,  with  which  he  had  kept 
the  enemy  in  check.  Tlie  troopa  were  imme^ 
diately  arganiaed  in  two  diviaiona,  General  Clark 
taking  ooaamand  of  the  Fisat^  and  General  Ri^ 
glea  M  the  Second  diviaiou.  The  rumor  of  an 
advaaoe  of  the  eae^y  in  ibroe  npoa  Gamp 
Moore  proved  to  he  unfounded.  Ou  tbfi  tiiir- 
titfth  of  JuW,  in  obedience  to  a  deepatdi  of  the 
twaalF'ninth^irom  the  Msjor-General  command- 
ing  tiia  fUstnct,  the  troopa  ware  put  in  motiim 
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tor  Baton  Ron^.  During  tlie  mtrch  I  reoolTed 
informatioB  that  the  effective  force  c^  the  enefl^r 
was  not  less  Han  five  thousand  men,  and  thai 
the  ground  was  commanded  by  three  goaboals 
lying  in  the  river.  My  own  faroops  halving  sirf- 
fered  severely  from  the  effidcts  of  ezpoBore  at 
Vicksbmg,  from  heavy  rains,  without  shelter, 
and  from  the  extreme  heat,  did  not  now  number 
more  than  tfairty-folir  hnndted  men.  Under 
these  circnmstanoes,  I  determined  not  to  make 
the  attack  unless  we  oouki  be  reeved  from  the 
fire  of  the  fleet  Acoofdinglv  I .  tslegiai^ied  to 
the  Major-Oeneral  ccNnmanding  tibe  condition 
and  number  at  the  tioops,  and  the  reported 
strength  of  the  enemy,  but  ssid  I  would  under- 
take to  captore  the  garris^  if  the  Arkansas 
could  be  sent  down  to  clear  the  river,  or  divert 
the  fire  of  tiie  gunboats.  He  prompt^  answered 
that  the  Arkansas  would  be  ready  to  oo-opeiate 
at  daylight  on  TueadMr,  the  fifth  of  lugust 
On  the  aAsmoon  of  Monday,  the  fourth*  the 
command  having  reached  the  Comito  river, 
ten  miles  fr(Hn  Baton  Rouge,  and  learning  by  an 
express  messenger  that  the  Arkansas  bad  passed 
Bayou  Sara  in  time  to  arrive  at  the  proper 
moment,  preparations  were  made  to  advance 
that  night  The  sickness  had  been  appalling. 
The  BM^idig  report  of  the  fourth  showing  but 
three  thousand  effectives,  and  deductmg  those 
taken  side  during  the  day,  and  the  number  that 
fell  out  from  weakness  on  the  night  march,  I 
did  not  carry  into  the  action  more  than  twenty- 
six  hmidred  men.  This  estiaoate  does  not  iar 
dude  some  two  hundred  partisan  rangers,  who 
had  pei^nned  efficient  service  in  picketing  the 
different  roads,  but  who,  from  the  nature  cu  the 
ground,  took  no  part  in  the  action ;  nor  about 
Sie  same  number  of  militiaw  hastily  collected  by 
Ck>lonel  Awdee  in  the  aeighborfaood  of  Clinton, 
who,  thou^  making  every  effort^  couki  not 
sjTive  in  time  to  participato.  The  command 
left  the  Gomite  at  eleven  o'dock  f,  m.,  and 
reached  the  vinniiy  of  Baton  Rouge  a  little  be- 
fore daybreak  on  the  morning  gf  the  fifth. 
Some  hours  befove  the  main  body  moved,  a 
small  force  of  in&ntry,  with  a  section  o(  Semmes' 
battery,  under  lieutenant  Fauntleroy,  the  whole 
commanded  1^  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shieldsy  of 
the  Thirtieth  Louisiana*  was  sent  by  a  cirouit- 
ous  route  te  the  road  leading  from  Clinton  to 
Baton  Rouge,  with  orders  to  drive  in  any  ptckets 
of  ^e  enemy,  and  attack  his  left  as  soon  as  the 
action  ^ould  begm  in  front  This  service  was 
well  performed,  h«t  for  details  refoenoe  is 
made  to  the  rspert  of  Briffadier<3ensral  Ri|g- 
gles,  firem  whose  eommaal  the  force  was  de- 
tached. While  waiting  lor  daylight  to  make 
the  attack,  sft  aeeident  occuvMd  wfiob  deprived 
us  of  sevstal  eaoiUani  oflkers  and  enlisted  men, 
sod  two  pieoei  of  artiOsry.  The  partisan 
rangers  ware  plaeed  in  tear  ci  the  artittuy  nfi 
iafimtnT.  J«i  d«ria|  the  darkness  a  few  of  them 
leaked  wo«gh,aDi  riding  ibrwaid  encountsred 
theens^y,  oflosinff  eaokimge  of  shote  between 
the  piekets.  CMotiiBc  bask,  they  yroduoad 
soma  eontaeon,  wUoh  led  to  fapid  fineg  for  a 


few  monents,  during  whkh  Brieadier-Oeneral 
Hehn,  was  dangerously  iiuured  T>y  the  &11  of 
his  horse,  Lieutenant  Todd,  his  aide-de-camp, 
killed.  Captain  Roberts,  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky, 
severely  wounded,  several  enlisted  men  killed 
and  wounded,  and  two  of  Captain  Cobb's  three 
guns  rendered  for  the  time  whoUv  useless. 
After  General  Helm  was  disabled.  Colonel 
Thomas  H.  Hunt  assumed  command  of  his  bri- 
gade. Order  was  soon  restored,  and  the  force 
SMsed  in  position  on  the  right  and  left  of  the 
eenwell  ^rin;;s'  road.  I  was  obliged  to  con- 
tent mysdf  with  a  single  line  of  bme,  and  a 
small  regiment  of  infantry,  with  one  piece  of 
artillery  to  each  division  as  a  reserve.  The 
enemy  (expecting  the  attack)  was  drawn  up  in 
two  lines,  or  rmer  in  one  line,  with  strong 
reserves  distributed  at  intervals.  At  the  mo- 
ment there  was  li^t  enough,  our  troops  moved 
rigidly  forward.  General  Ruggles,  command- 
ing the  left,  brought  en  the  engagement  with 
four  pieces  of  Semmes'  battery,  ue  Fourth  and 
Thirtieth  Louisiana,  and  Boyd's  Louisiana  bat- 
talion, under  command  of  Colonel  Allen,  of  the 
Fourth  Louisisna,  and  the  Third,  Sixth,  and 
Seventh  Kentud^,  and  the  Thirty-fifth  Ala- 
bama, under  cominand  of  Colond  Thompson,  of 
the  Tliird  Kentucky,  These  troops  moved  fur-; 
ward  with  great  impetuosify,  driving  the  enemy 
before  them,  while  their  nngii^g  cheers  inspired 
all  our  little  command. 

The  Louisiana  troops  charged  a  battery  and 
captured  two  pieoes.  At  this  point  Colonel 
Allen,  commanding  the  brigade,  while  pseasing 
forward  with  the  colors  in  his  hand,  had  both 
legs  diattered,  and  Lieutenant^Cdonel  Boyd 
received  a  severe  wound.  This  produced  con- 
fuston,  and  the  enemy  at  the  same  moment 
throwing  forward  a  strong  reinforcement,  the 
brigade  was  forced  back  in  some  disorder.  It 
was  rallied  bv  the  efforts  of  Colonel  Breaux, 
LieutonsntiCQfonel  Huirter,  and  other  officers, 
and  although  it  did  not  further  participate  in 
the  assault  it  maintained  ito  position  under  a 
fire  from  the  jf^unboate  and  land  batteries  of  the 
enemv.  During  this  time,  Thompson's  brigade, 
^which  composed  the  right  of  Ruggles'  division, 
was  behavmg  with  great  gallantry,  often  driv- 

7  back  superior  forces,  i^  towards  the  dose 
the  action  took  part  in  the  final  struggle 
from  a  jfoaitioa  immediately  on  the  left  of  Uie 
Fiiatdivudon.  Colond  Thompson,being  severely 
wounded  in  a  charge,  the  command  devolved 
on  Colond  Robertson,  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Ala- 
bsma,  whesa  oonduct  fully  justified  the  confi- 
dence of  hia  troops*  The  Louisiana  batterv, 
Osptsin  Ssmmei^was  admirabl  v  handled  throngn- 
out  The  First  division,  under  General  Clark, 
being  the  Second  brigade,  composed  of  the 
Fovtii  and  Fifth  Kentucky,  Thirtv-first  Missis- 
sippL  TbirtjF-ftnit  snd  Fourth  AJabama,  com- 
manded by  Oelond  Hont,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky, 
and  the  fourth  brigade,  composed  of  the  Fii- 
teenili  and  Twenty^aeoond  Mississippi,  and  the 
Kineteantb,  Twentieth^  Twenty-eighth,  and 
Forljy*tftb  Tenneseee^  consolidated  into   one 
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battalion,  commanded  by  Colonel  Smtfli,  of  the 
Twentieui  Tenneeflee,  together  witii  the  HndBon 
battery,  and  one  piece  of  Ck)bb'a  battery,  ad* 
vanced  to  the  right  of  the  Oreenwell  Springe 
road.  On  the  right,  as  on  the  left,  the  enemy 
waa  constantly  pressed  back,  mitil  after  several 
hours  of  fif^htine  he  was  driven  to  his  last  en- 
campment m  a  large  groTe  jnst  in  rear  of  Ifae 
penitentiary.  Here  the  contest  was  hot  and 
obstinate,  and  it  was  here  the  First  division 
suffered  the  greatest  loss.  Colonel  Hnnt  was 
shot  down,  and  npon  the  ikil  of  that  excellent 
officer,  at  tiie  suggestion  of  General  Clark,  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  officers  concerned,  I 
placed  Captain  John  A.  Bnckner,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General  on  my  staff,  in  command  of 
the  Second  brieade.  In  the  management  of  his 
command  he  dnplayed  so  hirh  a  a^ree  of  skill 
and  courage  that  I  commend  him  especially  to 
the  notice  of  the  government.  General  Clark 
pressed  the  attack  at  this  point  with  great 
vigor,  until  he  received  a  wound,  which  was 
supposed  to  be  mortal,  when,  throne^  some 
misapprehension,  the  Second  brigade  bessn  to 
faU  biack  down  the  slope,  but  without  conrasioni 
Captain  Bnckner  learning,  upon  inquiry  firom 
me,  that  I  did  not  desire  a  retrograde  movement, 
immediately,  aided  b^  Major  WicUiffe,  of  the 
Fiftii  Kentucky  re^ment  rLieutonant^lonel 
Caldwell,  who  was  injured  oy  the  accident  of 
preceding  night,  having  been  obliged  to  retire), 
and  other  regimental  officers  faced  the  brigade 
about  and  renewed  the  attack.  At  the  same 
time  Colonel  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  bri- 
bade,  composed  of  the  consolidated  Tennessee 
regiments,  and  the  Twentyniecond  Mississippi. 
Captain  Hughes,  was  ordered  forwaotl,  and 
moved  against  the  enemy  in  fine  style.  In  a 
few  moments  Captain  Hughes  received  a  mortal 
wound  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  Observing 
some  troops  on  the  left.  partiaBy  sheltered  by  a 
shallow  cut  in  the  roaa,  who  proved  to  be  the 
remnant  of  Thompson's  brigade,  and  out  of 
ammunition,  I  ordered  them  to  advance  to  the 
support  of  the  First  division  with  the  bayonet 
The  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  and  in  execut- 
ing it,  I  happef led  to  observe,  as  diBtin|ruished 
for  alacrity.  Colonel  Crossknd,  of  the  Seventh 
Kentucky.  LieutenantColonel  Goodwin,  of  tiie 
Thirty-fifm  Alabama,  and  Lieutenant  Terry,  of 
the  Eighth  Kentucky,  on  duly  with  sHarp- 
shooters.  At  this*critical  point.  Major  Brown, 
chief  commissary,  and  Captain  Richards,  one  of 
my  aids,  were  conspicuous  in  urging  on  tiie 
troops.  In  this  assault  we  suffered  consider- 
ably from  the  fire  of  the  fleet  until  the  opposing 
lines  approached  each  other  so  closely  that  a 
regard  tor  their  own  friends  oblieed  them  to 
suspend.  The  contest  at  and  around  this  last  en- 
campment was  bloody,  but  at  the  end  of  it  the 
enemy  were  completely  routed,  some  of  our 
p'en  pursuing  them  and  firing  at  them  for  some 
distance  down  the  street,  running  in  front  of  the 
arsenal  and  barracks.  They  did  not  reappear 
during  the  da.v.  It  was  now  ten  o'clock.  We 
had  ^un.for  the  guns  of  the  Ar« 


kansas.  I  saw  aromid  me  not  more  timn  oom 
tfaousand  exhaiusCed  men,  who  had  been  unable 
to  procure  water  since  we  left  the  Oomito  river, 
file  enemy  had  several  batteries  commaiidtng 
the  approaches  to  the  arseiwl  and  barrada, 
and  the  nuboats  bad  alraadv  reopened  upon  us 
witii  A  direot  lire.  Under  taese  circomstttDcea, 
although  the  troops  showed  the  utmost  indiffier- 
enoe  to  danger  and  death,  and  were  even  re- 
luctant to  retire,  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to 
pursue  the  victory  further.  HaTiog  soaoroely 
any  tFaDsportsition,  I  ordered  all  Hie  camps  and 
stores  of  the  enemy  to  be  destroyed,  and 
directing  Contain  Buckner  to  place  one  section 
of  Semmes'  t)attefy,  supported  by  the  Bewnth 
Kentuoky,  in  a  certain  posftion  on  tiie  field, 
withdrew  the  rest  of  fbe  troops  about  one  saile 
to  *  Ward's  Creek,"  with  the  hope  of  obtaining 
water,  but  ftDdtf»  none  tiiere  flC  for  mmn  or 
beast,  I  moved  the  conmumd  back  to  the  field 
of  battle,  and  proonred  a  very  imperfect  supply 
fW)m  some  cisterns  in  the  suburbs  of  the  town. 
This  position  we  occupied  for  the  rest  cf  the 

day. 

The  citizens  of  the  surrounding  and  thinly 
settled  countrr  exhiMted  tiie  warmest  patriot- 
ism, and  with  their  assistance,  conveyaooes 
enough  were  procured  to  earrr  off  *all  our 
wounded  who  coidd  bear  removal.  A  few, 
aimed  with  shot  rais  and  other  weapons,  had 
been  Able  to  reach  the  field  in  time  to  join  in 
the  attack.  Ha\'ing  neither  pidcs  nor  shoiTelfl. 
we  were  unable  to  dig  graves  for  the  burial  of 
the  dead.  I  still  ho^ed  for  ttie  co-operadon  of 
the  Arkansas,  and,  m  that  event,  intended  to 
renew  the  attack.  But  late  in  the  aftemoon,  I 
learned  by  express  that  before  daylight,  wad 
within  five  miles  of  Baton  Rouge,  her  madiiDery 
had  become  disabled,  and  she  lay  helpless  on 
the  right  btkvlk  of  the  river.  Upon  reoeivini^  this 
intoUigence,!  returned  with  my  command  to  tbe 
Comite  river,  leaving  a  force  of  observation  near 
the  suburbs  of  the  town.  The  Hudson  bstto^. 
Lieutenant  Sweeny,  and  Cobb's  one  piece,  m 
charge  of  Sergeant  Hawk  Peak,|rfayed  their  part 
well  I  am  unable  to  give  the  exact  force  of 
the  enemy,  but  by  comparing  aH  my  infonna* 
tion  with  the  number  and  siae  of  iheit  esmps, 
and  the  extent  and  weight  of  tiieir  fire,  I  do  not 
think  they  brought  into  action  less  than  forty- 
five  hundred  men.  We  had  eleven  pieces  of 
field  artiDery.  They  brought  to  bear  on  rm  not 
less  tiian  eighteen  pieces,  exdasiv^  of  the  guns 
of  the  fleet  In  one  respect  the  contest  be^ 
tween  &e  opposing  Ibrces  was  veiy  atnkiikg. 
The  enemy  were  well  elo>^ed,aBd  tiieir  en- 
campments diowed  the  presence  of  ereiy  oom- 
fort  and  eveii  Imrary.  Cfur  men  had  fitde  trans- 
portation, indifferent  food,  and  no  shsHer.  Half 
of  them  had  no  ooats,  and  hundreds  of  them 
were  wi^out  either  shoes  or  souks;  yttt  ik> 
troops  eTer  behaved  with  leraster  gallantnr,  aad 
even  reckless  audacity.  WhU  eaa  ttalBa  this 
difference,  unless  it  be  the  snbKma  ooaiage 
inspired  by  a  just  caustf  T  The  wound  of  Bn- 
l^e^jQoDffnl  Charles  CMe   bsing   tho^;ht 
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mortal^  and  the  iMurt  toMaa  mmdnf;  great 
agODj,  be  was  left  oa  the  field  at  hk  owa  re- 
quest, hia  aidy  lientenaDt  Yeiiger,  renaining 
with  him.  The  next  noiAing  iSttj  gave  the»- 
belTee  up  to  the  enemy.  I  caanot  apeak  in 
terme  too  ttrongof  the  skill,  eoolaeaa,  aod  cour- 
age of  General  lHai^  He  played  the  part  ef  a 
perfect  soldier.  Brigadier-General  Rag^lea  oon- 
docted  the  attack  on  the  left  with  vdoobuboq 
rapidity  aod  preowion,  and  ezhibited  throi^h- 
ont  the  qnalitiea  of  a  hiaTO  aod  experienoed 
officer.  In  addition  to  the  officera  oi  my  sMf 
already  mentioaed,  I  desire  to  express  my  ao- 
kDowledgnents  of  the  leal  and  gaHaftry  ef 
Mi^or  WileoD,  Chief  of  Artillery,  Miuor  Hope, 
Inspeotor-General,  whoee  horse  was  sliot  anoer 
him,  Oaptain  Nocqneti  Chief  of  Engineers,  Ueii- 
tenant  Brebkinridee,  Aide-de4>amp,  and  Doctor 
Pendleton,  Mediodf  Director,  aaaiatod  by  Doctor 
Weatherly,  on  temporary  service.  A  number 
of  srentleaien  from  Loidaiana  and  elsewhere, 
rendered  efficient  service  as  volmiteers,  among 
whom  were  lientenaDt-Colonel  Finokney,  Mr. 
Addison,  and  Captain  Bird,  of  Louisiana,  Lie«- 
tenan^Colonel  Brewer,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr. 
William  B.  Hamilton,  of  MisstssippL  The 
thanks  oi  the  army  are  due  to  the  Hon.  Thomas 
J.  Davidson,  for  hjs  attention  to  the  homitala, 
and  to  all  tiie  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Lou- 
isiana for  their  devotion  to  our  sick  and 
wounded.  Colonel  Pond  and  Major  Defiama,  in 
command  of  partisan  rangers,  were  efficient 
before  and  after  the  battle,  in  observing  and 
harassing  the  enemy.  The  inability  of  Qwenl 
Clark  and  the  failure  of  several  officers  to  make 
reports,  may  prevent  loll  jfl»tice  to  ^e  condnct 
of  the  First  division.  An^  omission  here,  will, 
when  brought  to  my  notice,  be  embodied  in  a 
supplementol  report.  The  report  of  General 
Ruggles  is  very  full,  as  to  aU  that  occurred  on 
the  left.  1  send  herewith  a  list  of  the  officers 
and  men  specially  mentioned  in  tiie  division, 
brigade,  and  regimental  reports,  ibr  gallutt  con- 
duct, with  the  request  that  it  be  published  and 
the  names  brought  to  the  iav<»able  notice  of 
the  government  I  transmit,  also,  the  reports 
of  the  subordinate  commanders,  and  the  returns 
of  the  killed  and  wounded.  It  will  be  seen 
that  our  casoalties  amounted  to  four  hundred 
and  sixty<«even.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  loss  of  the  enemy  was  much  greater.  We 
captured  two  flags  md  a  few  |irisoners.  Nolli- 
iug  was  left  by  us  but  one  caisson,  which  was 
so  much  ii\|ured  aa  to  be  wholly  unservioeaUe, 
one  of  the  enemy's  being  brought  off  hi  its 
place.  After  the  battie,  tiie  enemy,  who  had 
previously  been  phmderiag,  burning  houses, 
and  otiier  property,  stealing  negreea,  and  seia- 
ing  cttiaens  tivough  a  large  regwn  <^  country, 
never  ventured  to  send  out  another  marauding 
force.  Our  pickets  continued  to  extend  to  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  Baton  Rouge,  and  very 
soon  the  enemy  abandoned  the  place,  and  re- 
tired to  New  OriesoB.  A  few  days  after  the 
engagement,  knowing  tiie  desire  oi  the  Major- 
Oenml  comnandtag  to  aeoorea  strong  poaition 


on  the  Mississippi,  below  the  month  of  Red 
River,  I  occupied  Port  Hudson  with  a  portion 
of  the  troopa  upder  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Boggles.  The  next  day  I  reoeived 
ordera  to  remove  aU  the  troops  to  that  point 
Brigadier-General  Bowen,  who  had  just  arrived, 
was  left  with  his  command  on  the  Comite  River, 
to  obaerve  Baton  Ronge  from  that  quarter,  to 
proleot  onr  hoapitals,  and  to  cover  um  Une  of 
coBHnunieation  between  GUnton  and  Camp 
Moore.  I  directed  General  Rogglea  to  select 
eligible  poaitiona  at  Port  Hudson  for  heavy 
batteiiea,  and  ordered  Gsptain  Noequet,  Chief 
•Sngineer,  to  report  to  him  temporarily  for  this 
duty.  Upon  my  arrival  there,  I  found  that 
rapid  progress  had  been  amde,  rad  some  of  the 
works  under  charge  of  Captain  Noequet,  were 
ready  to  receive  the.  (pms,  wfafteh  tiie  Major- 
General  commanding  wrote  me  were  on  the 
way.  Port  Hudson  is  one  of  the  strongest 
points  on  the  Mississippi,  whic^  Baton  Rouffe 
is  not»aad  batteriea  there  will  oommand  ue 
river  more  completely  than  at  Vfoksburg.  On 
the  nineteenth  dav  g^  August,  in  obedience  to 
orders  from  the  headquarten  of  the  depart- 
ment I  moved  from  Port  Hudson  for  Jackson, 
Mississippi,  with  a  portion  of  the  force,  leaving 
BrigadieT'General  Kugglea  in  oommand  wi£ 
■  troopa.  In  concluding  this  report,  I 
have  to  express  wiy  obl«ffati<ms  for  the  prompt 
and  cordial  support  which  I  received  at  all 
timea  from  the  Major-General  commanding  the 
department 

Yery  respectfWy, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
JoBa  C.  BiBOKiinaDen, 


I  omitted  to  mention  that  the  Fifteenth  Mis- 
sissippi, Major  Binford,  waa  not  brought  into 
action.  This  admiraUe  regiment,  much  re- 
duced by  long  and  gaUant  servioee,  was  held  as 
a  reserve. 

JoHH  C  BaBCKiiiBiixn. 

BSPOBT  or  BnOADISa^ENSUL  DANIEL  RUQGUai 


Bmtaqfj. 


Smxwd  DivnoM,  TttBft  Dmijuui  ^  1 

▲qrMie.laa..      j 


8m:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Major<^General  commanding 
the  forcea,  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  division  in  the  action  of  tiie  fifth  instant, 
at  Baton  Rouffo : 

The  Becond  division  waa  composed  of  two 
brigades,  the  First  consisting  of  the  Third  Ken- 
tucky regiment,  Captain  Bowman;  Sixth  Ken- 
tucky, Lieutenant^lonel  Cofer ;  Seventh  Ken- 
tncky.  Colonel  Crosshmd ;  and  Thirty-fifth  AU^ 
bama,  Colonel  RobertMn.  The  Second  brigade, 
of  tiie  Pourtii  Louisiana  reghnent,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hunter ;  battaKon  of  Thirtietii  Louisiana 
regiment,  Colonel  J.  H.  Breaux;  battalion  oi 
Stewart* s  Legion,  UevtenantOolbnel  Boyd ;  and 
Confederate  fight  battery,  Oaptain  J.  0.  Bemmes 
with  two  oompaniea  mounted  men,  and  some  two 
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battalion,  commanded  by  Colonel  Smifli,  of  tbt 
Twentieth  Tenneeaee,  together  witii  the  Hudson 
battery,  and  one  piece  of  Oobb'a  battery,  ad- 
vanced to  the  right  of  the  Oreenwell  Springe 
road.  On  the  right,  as  on  the  left,  the  enemy 
was  constantly  pressed  back,  nntil  after  several 
hours  of  fighting  he  was  driven  to  his  last  en- 
campment in  a  large  grove  just  in  rear  of  the 
penitentiary.  Here  the  contest  was  hot  and 
obstinate,  and  It  was  here  the  First  division 
suffered  the  greatest  loss.  Colonel  Hunt  was 
shot  down,  and  upon  the  iUl  of  tiiat  excellent 
officer,  at  the  suggestion  of  General  Clarit,  and 
with  the  consent  of  Ihe  officers  concerned,  I 
placed  Captain  /ohn  A.  Bnckner,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General  on  my  staff,  in  command  of 
the  Second  brieade.  In  the  management  of  his 
command  he  dnphiyed  so  hirh  a  a^ree  of  skill 
and  cotuage  that  I  commend  him  especitdly  to 
the  notice  of  the  government  General  Clark 
pressed  the  attack  at  tiiis  point  with  great 
vigor,  until  he  received  a  wound,  which  was 
supposed  to  be  mortal,  when,  throueh  some 
misapprehension,  the  Second  brigade  bessn  to 
fall  back  down  the  slope,  but  without  conrasioui 
Captain  Backner  learning,  upon  inquiry  firom 
me,  that  I  did  not  desire  a  retromde  movement, 
immediately,  aided  by  Major  WickKffe,  of  the 
Piffli  Kentucky  re^ment  fLieutenan^Colonel 
Caldwell,  who  was  injured  oy  the  accident  of 
preceding  night,  havine  been  oblieed  to  retire), 
and  other  regimental  officers  faced  the  brigade 
about  and  renewed  the  attack.  At  the  same 
time  Colonel  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  bri- 
bade,  composed  of  the  consolidated  Tennessee 
regiments,  and  the  Twentyniecond  Mississippi. 
Captain  Hughes,  was  ordered  forwao^,  and 
moved  against  the  enemy  in  fine  style.  In  a 
few  moments  Captain  Hughes  received  a  mortal 
wound  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  Observing 
some  troops  on  the  left.  partiaBy  sheltered  by  a 
shallow  cut  in  the  roaa,  who  proved  to  be  the 
remnant  of  Thompson's  brigade,  and  out  of 
ammunition,  I  ordered  them  to  advance  to  the 
support  of  the  First  division  with  the  bayonet 
The  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  and  in  ezecut> 
ing  it,  I  happened  to  observe,  as  disthuruished 
for  alacrity.  Colonel  Crossknd,  of  the  Seventh 
Kentucky.  ueutenantColonel  Goodwin,  of  tiie 
Thirty-fifm  Alabama,  and  Lieutenant  Terry,  of 
the  Eighth  Kentucl^,  on  duly  with  sharp- 
shooters. At  this*cntical  point,  Major  Brown, 
chief  commissary,  and  Captain  Richards,  one  of 
my  aids,  were  conspicuous  in  urging  on  the 
troops.  In  this  assault  we  suffered  consider- 
ably from  the  fire  of  the  fleet  until  the  opposing 
lines  approached  each  other  so  closely  that  a 
regard  for  their  own  friends  obliged  them  to 
suspend.  The  contest  at  and  arouna  this  last  en- 
campment was  bloody,  but  at  the  end  of  it  tiie 
enemy  were  completely  routed,  some  of  our 
iren  pursuing  them  and  firing  at  them  for  some 
distance  down  the  street,  running  in  front  of  the 
arsenal  and  barracks.  They  did  not  reappear 
during  the  day.  It  was  now  ten  o'clock.  We 
had  listened  in  vain  for  tiie  guns  of  the  Ar« 


kansas.  I  saw  annmd  me  not  more  thao 
tliotMand  ezhsiusCed  men,  who  had  been  miafate 
to  procure  water  since  we  left  the  Oooiite  river. 
9he  enemy  had  several  batteries  cammandtng 
the  approaches  to  the  arsenal  and  bairado, 
and  the  nnboats  had  afanadv  reopened  upon  us 
witii  a  direot  fire.  Under  these  drcumstancea, 
although  the  troops  showed  the  utmost  indilfer* 
enoe  to  danger  and  death,  and  were  even  re> 
luctant  to  retire,  I  did  not  deem  it  prodent  to 
pursue  the  victory  further.  Having  acaroeiy 
any  traBBpoftitien,  I  ordered  all  the  campa  and 
stores  of  the  enemy  to  be  destroyed,  and 
directfaig  Contain  Bimkner  to  place  qdc  section 
of  Semmes'  t)attery,  supportsa  by  the  Seveotii 
Kentnoky,  in  a  certain  position  on  tiie  field, 
witiidrew  the  rest  of  tiie  troops  about  one  mile 
to  *  Ward's  Creek,"  with  the  hope  of  obtainmg 
water,  but  findu^  none  there  fit  for  man  c^ 
beast.  I  moved  the  command  back  to  tfie  field 
of  batde,  and  prooored  a  very  imperfect  supply 
from  some  cisterns  hn  the  suburbs  of  tiie  town. 
This  position  we  occupied  for  the  rest  of  the 
day. 

The  citizens  of  tiie  sunrounding  and  thinly 
settled  countiT  ezhiliited  the  warmest  patriot- 
ism, and  with  their  assistance,  cotiveyaaoes 
enough  were  procured  to  carrr  off  *all  our 
wounded  who  coirid  bear  removal.  A  lew, 
armed  with  shot  euns  and  other  weapooa,  had 
been  Able  to  reach  the  field  in  time  to  join  in 
the  attack.  Having  neither  pidcs  nor  shovehi, 
we  were  unable  to  dig  graves  for  the  burial  of 
the  dead.  I  stifl  hoped  for  the  co-operadon  of 
the  Arkansas,  and,  in  that  event,  intended  to 
renew  the  attack.  But  late  in  the  aftersoon,  I 
learned  by  express  that  before  daylight,  and 
within  five  miles  of  Baton  Rouge,  her  machinery 
had  become  disabled,  and  she  layhdploaa  on 
tiie  right  bank  of  the  river.  Upon  reoeivki^  this 
inteUigence,!  returned  with  my  command  to  the 
Comite  river,  leaving  a  force  of  observation  near 
the  suburbs  of  the  town.  The  Hudson  bstterr. 
Lieutenant  Sweeny,  and  Cobb's  one  niece,  ra 
charge  of  Sergeant  Hawk  Peak,  played  tneir  part 
wen.  I  am  unable  to  give  the  exact  force  of 
the  enemy,  but  by  conqiarhig  aH  my  infonna- 
tion  with  the  number  and  sise  of  their  camps. 
Mid  the  extent  and  weight  of  their  fire,  I  do  ooc 
think  they  brought  into  action  less  than  forty- 
five  hundred  men.  We  had  eleven  pieoea  of 
field  artiUery.  They  brought  to  bear  on  ^oa  not 
less  than  eighteen  pieces,  exdodve  of  tiie  guns 
of  the  fleet  In  one  respect  the  eoiitest  be- 
tween the  opposing  forces  wss  veiy 
The  enemy  were  well  elotiied,aad  their 
campments  showed  tiie  presence  of  every  cosh 
fort  and  eveh  luxury.  Our  men  hid  littis  tnm- 
portation,  indlfiferent  food,  and  no  shsHsr.  HUf 
of  them  had  no  coats,*  and  hmdreds  of  tbesk 
were  without  either  fthoes  or  sooks;  yet  no 
troops  ever  behaved  with  greater  gsOastoy.and 
even  reckless  audadly.  WhU  osn  unks  this 
difference,  unless  it  be  tiie  subMina  ommge 
inspired  by  a  just  caos^  T  The  wooad  of  Bh- 
gadie^OeBeral  Charies  Ottt  bsfng   tiio«^ 
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lortal,  and  the  iMurt  moiioii  oawiiig  great 
gony,  he  was  kft  oe  the  field  at  hie  own  ve- 
uest,  hk  aidy  lientenaiit  Yefger,  renaming 
irith  him.  The  next  moridng  iSiay  gave  tbe»- 
elvea  up  to  the  enemj.  I  oannot  apeak  in 
arms  too  ttroDgof  the  skill,  eooliieaa»  aod  eoia^ 
ge  of  General  Olaik.  He  played  the  part  of  a 
•erfect  soldier.  Brigadier-General  Rag^lee  eon- 
lUcted  the  attaok  on  the  left  with  vooommon 
apidity  and  preoiMoii,  and  exhibited  throogh- 
nt  the  qnalities  of  a  hiave  and  eai^erieiioed 
fficer.  Li  addttion  to  the  officen  oi  my  sMf 
Ireody  mentioned,  I  desire  to  express  my  ao- 
3iowledgnentB  of  the  leal  and  eaUaBlry  of 
liajor  Wilson,  Ohief  of  Artillery,  Muor  Hope, 
DBpector-Geoeral,  whose  horse  was  bqoI  onoer 
dm,  Owtain  Noeqnet^  (Mef  of  Engineers,  IJen- 
enant  Breckinridse,  Aide-de4>amp,  and  Dootor 
^eodleton,  Mediodf  Director,  ussisted  by  Dootor 
iVeatherly,  on  temporary  service.  A  number 
f  eentlemen  from  Loidsiana  and  elsewhere, 
endered  efficient  service  as  volnateers,  among 
ehom  were  lientenaDt-Golonel  finckney,  Mr. 
Lddison,  and  Captain  Bird,  of  Lonisiana,  Liear 
enant-Golonel  Brewer,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr. 
'Villiam  B.  Hamilton,  of  MississippL  The 
hanks  of  the  army  are  due  to  the  Hon.  Thomas 
'.  Davidson,  for  hjs  attention  to  the  homitals, 
Ad  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Loo- 
siana  for  tiMir  devotion  to  our  sick  and 
vounded.  Colonel  Pond  and  Major  DeBanm,  in 
!ommand  of  partisan  rangers,  were  efficient 
>efore  and  after  the  battle,  in  observing  wmI 
larassin);^  the  enemy.  The  inability  of  Genenl 
>lark  and  the  failure  of  several  officers  to  make 
eports,  may  prevent  Ml  jnstice  to  the  conduct 
ii  the  First  division.  An^  omission  here,  will, 
vhen  brought  to  my  notuse,  be  embodied  in  a 
lupplementoi  report.  The  report  of  General 
Juggles  is  very  full,  as  to  aU  that  occurred  on 
he  left.  1  send  herewith  a  list  of  the  officers 
md  men  speciaUy  aientioned  in  the  division, 
>rigade,  and  regimental  reports,  for  gallant  con- 
laot,  with  the  request  that  it  be  published  and 
he  names  brought  to  the  favwable  notice  of 
be  government  I  transmit,  also,  the  reports 
)t*  the  subordinate  oommsnden,  and  the  returns 
>f  the  killed  and  wounded.  It  will  be  seen 
hat  our  casualtieB  amounted  to  four  hundred 
Old  sixty<«even.  I  have  reason  to  believe  lliat 
he  loss  of  the  enemy  was  much  greater.  We 
»ptured  two  flags  and  a  few  |iriBoners.  Noth- 
ug  was  left  by  us  but  one  caisson,  which  was 
K>  much  injured  as  to  be  wholly  unserviceable, 
me  of  the  enemy's  being  brought  off  in  its 
)lace.  After  the  battle,  tiie  enemy,  who  had 
>reviously  been  phmderhig,  burning  houses, 
md  otiier  property,  steaKng  neyes,  and  seis- 
ng  citisens  through  a  large  region  i/t  country, 
lever  ventured  to  send  out  another  marauding 
V>rce.  Our  pickets  continued  to  extend  to  the 
jnmediate  vicinity  of  Baton  Roiige,  and  very 
K>on  the  enemy  abandoned  the  place,  and  re- 
hired to  New  Orleam.  A  lew  days  after  the 
}Dgagement»  knowing  itub  desire  of  the  M^or* 
Senml  comoMnding  to  aeoarea  strong  position 


on  tiie  Miasissappi,  below  the  mouth  of  Red 
River,  I  occupied  FaH  Hudson  with  a  portion 
of  the  troops  upder  the  command  of  Brlgadier- 
Qeaerai  Buggies.  The  next  day  I  recMved 
orders  to  remove  aU  the  troops  to  that  point 
Brigadier-General  Bowen,  who  had  just  arrived, 
was  left  with  his  command  on  the  Comite  River, 
to  oboerve  Baton  Rouge  from  that  Quarter,  to 
proteot  ov  hospitals,  and  to  cover  me  hne  of 
oommunieatlou  between  Gtinlon  and  OMup 
Moore.  I  directed  General  Rugglea  to  select 
eligible  positions  at  Fort  Hudson  for  heavy 
batterieai  and  ordered  Captain  Nooouet,  Chief 
Sngineer,  to  report  to  him  temporarily  for  this 
dutr.  Upon  my  arrival  there,  I  found  that 
raiMd  progress  had  been  made,  and  some  of  the 
works  uMer  chaige  of  Captain  Nooouet,  were 
ready  to  receive  the  (pms,  wfafteh  me  Mi^or- 
General  commanding  wrote  me  were  on  the 
w^.  Fart  Hudson  is  one  of  the  strongest 
points  on  the  Mississippi,  whioh  Baton  Rouge 
IB  not»and  batteries  there  will  oommand  the 
river  more  completely  than  at  Vicksburg.  On 
the  nineteenth  day  of  Aug^ust,  in  obedience  to 
orders  from  the  headquarters  of  the  depart- 
ment I  moved  from  Port  Hudson  for  Jackson, 
Mississippi,  with  a  portioik  of  the  force,  kmTins 
Brigadier-G^eneral  Rugglea  in  oommand  wi£ 
■  troops.  In  oonduding  this  report,  I 
have  to  express  my  obligatioiis  for  the  prompt 
and  cordial  support  which  I  received  at  idl 
times  from  the  Major-General  commanding  tiie 
department 

Yeiy  respeotftilly. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
JoBH  C.  BnouHKioen, 


I  omitted  to  mention  that  the  Fifteenth  Mis- 
sissippi, M^)or  Binford,  was  not  brought  into 
action.  This  admirable  regiment,  much  re- 
duced by  long  and  gallant  servioes,  was  held  as 
a  reserve. 

John  C  BBMnaiiBnxn. 

BEPOBT  01*  BiaOjkDIER^ENZRAL  DANIEL  RUQGUai 


Bmtaqfj. 


Qmmiu  DivuHW,  FnMT  Dwjuui , ) 


8m :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  tiie  Major-General  commanding 
the  forces,  the  foDowing  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  division  in  the  action  of  the  fifth  instant, 
at  Baton  Rouse : 

The  Second  division  was  ooniposed  of  two 
brigades,  the  First  consisting  of  the  Third  Ken- 
tucky regiment,  Captain  Bowman;  Bixtii  Ken- 
tucky, Lieutenant^lonel  Cofer;  Seventh  Ken- 
tucky, Colonel  Crossland ;  and  Thirty-fifth  Ala- 
bama, Colonel  Robertson.  The  Second  brigade, 
of  the  Fourth  Louisiana  regunent,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hunter ;  battalion  of  Thirtieth  Louisiana 
regiment,  Colonel  J.  H.  Breauz;  battalion  oi 
Stewart's  Legion,  LieutenantOofonel  Bovd ;  and 
Confederate  nght  battery,  Captain  J.  0.  Bemmes 
with  two  companies  mounted  men,  and  some  two 
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hundred  and  fif tj  partiMui  rangvn,  d«tecli«d  on 
■ooafcmg  and  outpost  seryioe. 

On  the  night  of  Ibe  fourth  of  Aiagmttt  thiB  di- 
vision proceeded  from  Goiinth  bridge,  menohing 
left  in  front ;  Seminee'  tight  battery  in  the  rev 
of  left  battalion  Fourth  Looinana  ▼olanieerB,  a 
detachment  commanded  bj  LieataanKV^ioMl 
Shields;  Thirlieih  Ixmiaiaiia  yolnnteeray  oon- 
aistiiig  of  one  company  from  hia  regiment,  com- 
manded b J  Gaptahi  Boyle ;  one  company  parti- 
san rangers,  commanded  by  Oaptain  Anuker ;  one 
company  mounted  rangers  and  a  section  of 
Semmes'  battery,  under  lieuteDBiit  Faimtleroy, 
had  preceded  the  march  of  the  diyiaion,  haying 
left  camp  at  four  and  a  half  p.  x..  to  operate  on 
the  Flank  road  leading  from  Baton  Rouge  to 
ClitttoB,  on  our  extreme  right  The  head  of  the 
division  oolumn,*  preeeded  by  a  company  of 
mounted  rangers  viid  advanced  guard,  reached 
Ward's  Creek  bridge,  on  the  GreenweU  Springe 
and  Baton  Rouge  road,  about  three  o'clock  a.  il, 
where  a  temporary  halt  was  called  preparatory 
to  the  formation  of  the  divkiDn  line  of  battle. 
Daring  this  halt,  whik  the  advanoo  was  driving 
in  the  enemy's  pioketB,aome  stragglers  from  the 
column  were  mistaken  fcH:  the  enemy's  pickets 
and  fired  on.  The  mistake  being  mutual,  in  the 
darkness,  a  few  shots  were  exefaiuiged,  unfortu- 
nately disabling  Oenaral  Helm  and  killing  Lieu- 
tenant Todd«  This  necessarily  caused  some 
confusion.  Order,  however,  was  soon  restored, 
and  the  column  marched  to  the  point  whence 
the  deployment  was  to  commence.  The  line 
was  formed  a  little  before  daylight.  Colonel 
Thompson's  brigade  (the  First),  with  th^  right 
resting  near  the  GreenweU  Spring  road.  Col- 
onel Allen's  brigade  (the  Second)  on  the  left, 
his  left  extending  through  a  wood  and  resting 
on  a  large  field.  Semmes'  battery  (four  pieces) 
in  the  centre,  occupying  Ihe  apace  between  the 
two  brigades ;  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  under  com- 
mand of  Oaptain  Aug^tns  Soott»  was  ordered 
to  proceed  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  to  ob- 
serve and  endeavor  to  prevent  any  attempt  to 
outflank  us  in  that  direction.  At  a  little  after 
daylight,  during  the  prevalence  of  a  thick  fog,  the 
ord  er  was  given  to  advance.  The  line  proceeded 
but  a  few  hundred  yards  before  it  encountered 
a  brisk  fire  from  &e  enemy's  skirmishers, 
strongly  posted  on  our  extreme  right,  in  some 
houses  surrounded  by  trees  and  picket  fences. 
Almost  simultaneously  a  battery  of  the  enemy 
opened  on  our  line  from  the  same  direction. 
Semmes'  battery  was  ordered  forward^to  our  in- 
dicated position,  to  drive  off  the  skirmisherj?  and 
silence  the  enemy's  battery,  and  the  whole  line 
moved  rapidly  forward  firing  and  cheering.  The 
efiect  was  instantaneous.  The  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers fled,  and  his  battery  was  compelled  to  change 
position  and  seek  shelter  under  the  guns  of  the 
arsenal  to  prevent  being  captived*  where  it  re- 
mained, continuing  to  &re  on  our  advancing 
line.  Semmes'  battery  took  position  on  the 
right  of  the  division,  to  keep  up  the  engage- 
ment with  the  battery  of  the  enemy.  GmoucI 
Thompson's  brigade  continued  to  advance,  un- 


dsr  an  ooesaional.  fire,  aoMMii  aa  op«Bi  field 
through  soma  oom-fiekis,  jimt  bejoni  which 
they  ewKmutered  a  heavy  fire  frooi  the  enemy, 
aferangly  posted  io  a  wood.  Here  the  ooatest 
was  wamuy  maintained  on  both  sidee  for  a  coo- 
aiderable  tiaaa,  during  which  the  first  divisioB 
sueoetdsd  m  entering  n  r^imeBtal  camp  on  oar 
right  The  enemy  were  fiu^  driiren  hmck  into 
and  through  another  oamp  immediate^  in  our 
iront  The  enemy  at  thin  period  wen  ntarongly 
reinforoed,  and  a  heavy  battery  a  little  to  the 
left  of  the  centre  opened  an  obliqqe  ^^  on  both 
brigades.  About  the  same  time  the  enamy  at* 
tempted  to  break  our  centre,  by  pmriiing  a  ool- 
umn  between  the  two  brigisdes.  Thin  move- 
ment  being  discovered  Semmee'  batteiy  was  or- 
dared  forward  and  opened  on  thin  oolomn  at 
shwt  range,  with  grspe  and  canister  with 
marked  effect^  for  a  few  rapid  dieohargen  scat- 
tered the  enemy  and  drove  him  hack  in  oonfu- 
siou.  A  similar  attempt  was  made  on  the  right 
of  the  division,  which  was  defeated  with  equal 
success  by  a  timely  and  watt-directed  fire  from 
the  Thirty-fifth  Alabama  and  Sixth  Kentadcy 
regiments.  The  two  brigades,  wluch,  from  ^ 
nature  of  the  fpronnd,  had  become  sepnrated, 
were  ordered,  m  advancing,  to  gain  ground,  to 
the  right  and  left  respectively,  in  order  to  sub- 
ject the  enemy's  position  in  front  to  a  converg- 
ing fire.  In  executing  this  movement  the  First 
brigade  met  a  portion  of  the  First  division  fac- 
ing back  in  some  disorder.  Colonel  ThoHipat>ii 
huted  and  was  attempting  to  reform  them  when 
he  was  informed  by  a  mounted  officer  that  the 
(Mrder  waa  for  the  whole  line  to  fall  bacdc  In 
obedienoe  to  this  supposed  order  he  fell  back  a 
short  distance^  but  soon  reformed  hia  line  and 
chai'ged  the  enemy  under  %  galUng  fire.  Unfor- 
tunately, while  leading  his  men  in  this  charge. 
Colonel  Thompeon  feU,  severely  wounded,  and 
was  borne  from  the  field,  and  about  the  aame 
time  Colonel  Allen  also  feU,  dangerously  wound- 
ed, while  leading,  with  unsurpassed  gallantry, 
his  brigade  sgainst  a  battery  of  the  enemy. 
These  circumstances  prevented  the  further  pros- 
ecution of  this  movement  About  this  time  the 
Major-General  commanding  arriving  upon  this 
part  of  the  field,  directed  the  final  chai^  npun 
the  enemy  which  drove  him  in  confusion  through 
his  last  regimental  encampment  to  the  river  un- 
der the  protection  of  hie  gunboata.  Hia  oampa, 
containing  a  laige  quantity  of  peinonal  prop- 
erty, commissary  stores,  and  clothing,  were  de^ 
stroyed.  Finding  it  finiitless  to  remain  longer 
under  the  fire  of  the  gunboatsi  and  disappointAl 
iu  the  expected  co-operation  of  the  Arkansas,  the 
exhausted  troops  were  withdrawn  in  good  order 

I  to  the  suburbs  of  the  town ;  the  Seveotli  Ken- 
tucky  regiment  and  a  section  of  Seounas'  ar* 

I  tillery  being  left  on  the  field  to  protect  the  col- 
lection of  the  stn^E^rs  and  wounded,  vhidti 
was  thoroughly  aooomplished.  Goloael  Alleas 
brigade,  on  die  left,  moved  forward  tfaiough  a 
wood  and  into  some  com^elda.  They  noon  en- 
countered the  enemy  in  superior  Caroe»  pro» 
teetedhyhouaeeandfenoea.   Thajmoceeasive^ 
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charged  tliese  positions,  drMmg  the  enemy 
steadily  bade  tmtQ  within  a  few  Imndred  yards 
:>f  the  river,  where  tiiey  were  snbjected  to  a  de- 
jtractive  fire  from  the  batteries  before  mea- 
lioned  and  the  enem/e  gunboats.  They  chaiged 
md  took  a  section  from  one  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries, Colonel  Alen  leading  the  advance  with 
the  colors  of  one  of  his  battalionB  in  his  hand. 
[t  was  at  this  critical  Innctiire  that,  as  before 
stated,  this  gallant  seedier  fell  from  his  hone 
severely  womided,  and  daring  the  cxmfusion 
^hich  ibllowed  this  misfortane,  the  enemy  siM^ 
seeded* in  recapturing  the  pieoee. 

The  enemy  pressed  heavily  tip<m  this  brigade 
ind  poured  into  it  snoh  a  galling  fire  from  in- 
*antr^  and  artillery  that  it  fell  back  in  some  dis- 
)rder.  Colonel  Breaux,  who  assumed  command 
ipon  the  f&n  of  Colonel  AUen,  succeeded,  witii 
;he  aid  of  officers  of  l^e  brigade  and  two  ckffi- 
^ers  connected  with  the  staff,  who  were  sent  to 
lis  assistance,  in  rallying  a  sufficient  number  to 
ihow  front  to  the  enemy  until  Semmes'  battery 
vas  brought  up,  as  already  stated,  to  tiieir  sup- 
port, and  succeeded,  by  a  well-directed  fire,  in 
)re venting  the  enemy's  advance.  This  position 
vas  maintained  despite  the  heavy  firing  on  the 
}rigade  from  the  enemy's  gunboats  and  land 
catteries  until  the  troops  were  withdrawn,  with 
he  rest  of  the  army,  to  the  suburbs  of  tibe 
.own.  Lieuteilant-Colonel  Shields  had  been  or- 
lered,  as  already  stated,  to  take  position  on  the 
i'lank  road  leading  from  Clinton  to  Baton  Rouge, 
md  as  soon  as  he  heard  the  fire  of  our  mun 
3ody,  to  attack  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  said  to 
)e  stationed  at  the  junction  of  the  CUnton  and 
3ayou  Sara  roads^  This  service  was  promptly 
ind  gallantly  performed.  He  drove  in  the  ene- 
ny's  pickets,  followed  them  up,  and  opened  fire 
m  a  regimental  encampment  to  the  right  of  the 
ireeuwell  Springs  road,  driving  the  enemy 
rem  it  He  was  here  met  by  two  regiments  of 
he  enemy,  but  succeeded  in  holding  them  at 
)ay  till  he  was  fired  upon  by  our  own  ariil- 
ery,  but  fortunately  without  injury.  Four 
)f  the  artiUerv  horses  beine  disabled,  and  the 
nfantry  unable  to  withstand  the  heavy  fire  of 
he  enemy,  he  withdrew  to  his  original  position, 
vhere  the  wounded  horses  were  repkiced  by 
)ther8,  when  he  returned  to  his  advanced  posi- 
ion,  which  he  held  till  General  Clark's  division 
»me  up  on  his  left,  when  the  two  companies  of 
ntantiy  were,  by  order  of  the  Major-General 
commanding,  attached  to  the  Twenly-second 
Vlississippi  regiment.  The  section  of  artillery 
mder  his  command  retained  its  position  vntu 
he  army  retired,  when  it  rejoined  the  battery 
n  the  suburbs  of  the  town.  In  concluding  ^is 
'oport  of  the  battle,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of 
itadng  that  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and 
nen  was  gaUant  and  daring,  every  movement 
icing  performed  with  charaeteristio  prompti- 
nde.  I  respectfully  commend  the  repoits  of 
:he  commanders  of  brigades,  as  weU  as  those 
)f  regiments,  battalions,  and  indsfMndent  com- 
panies, to  tiie  speoial  onnaidenitien  of  the  Oom> 


mending  General,  and  also  recommend  Hie  fol- 
lowing officers  and  soldiers,  specially  named  in 
these  reports,  to  fiivorable  consideration :  First, 
Colonel  A.  P.  Thompson  and  Colonel  H.  W. 
Allen,  brigade  commanders,  both  severely 
wounded.  Ftftii  Kentucky,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Bowman.  Seventh  Kentucky,  Colonel 
Crossland,  and  his  color-bearer,  James  Rollins. 
Sixth  Kentucky,  Lieutenant^lonel  Cofer ;  Cap- 
tains J.  Smith,  Utterbackf  and  Thomas  Page,  and 
First-Lieiitenant  H.  Hamed.  Thirty-fifm  Ala- 
bama, Colonel  Robertoon  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Goodwin.  Of  the  second  brigade,  the  Fourth 
Louisiana,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hunter.  In  this 
regiment^  Lieutenant  Gorkem,  Company  B,  Lieu- 
tenant Jetter,  Company  H,  and  SeijeantrMajor 
Danids.  Battalion  of  Stewart's  Legion*  conH 
manded  bv  Lieutenant-Colonel  SamOel  Boyd, 
who  was  disabled  by  a  severe  flesh  wound  in 
the  arm.  Captain  Chum  also  was  woimded.  The 
command  devolved  upon  Otptain  T.  Bynum, 
who  acted  with  gallantry.  The  battalion  Thir- 
tieth regiment  of  Louisiaaa  volunteers,  com* 
mended  by  Colonel  J.  A.  Breaux,  who  speaks  in 
high  terms  of  the  officers  and  men  of  hist-egiment, 
especially  Captain  N.  Trepagnier  and  Lieuten- 
ant Dapremont,  both  wounded.  LienteDant> 
Colonel  Shields,  Thirtieth  Louisiana,  command- 
ing separate  detachment,  who  speaks  in  hieh 
terms  of  the  intrepidity  of  Lieutenant  Famfle- 
roy,  commanding  section  of  guns  in  his  detach- 
ment Captain  Semmes,  commanding  battery, 
and  his  omcers.  Lieutenant  Barnes  and  J.  A. 
West,  performed  gallant  service.  Captain 
Blount,  Brigade  Inspector  of  Second  brigade, 
rendered  gallant  service  in  the  field,  where  it  is 
believed  he  has  fallen,  as  nothing  has  been  heard 
of  him  since.  I  also  have  the  gratification  to 
name  the  members  of  my  staff  who  served  witii 
me  on  this  occasion,  viz.:  Lieutenant  L.  D. 
Sandidge,  corps  artillery  Confederate  Stetes 
army,  A.  A.  A.  and  Inspector-General ;  Captain 
George  Whitfield,  Chief  Quartern^ter ;  Major  B. 
8.  Rngglee,  acting  Ordnanoe  Officer,  and  Acting 
Chief  (>>fflmissary  of  Subsistence ;  First  Lieuten- 
ant M.  B.  Ruggles,  Aide-de-Camp.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Charles  Jones,  who  was  severely 
wounded,  and  Colonel  J.  0.  Fuqua,  District 
Judge  Advocate  and  Provost  Marshal-General, 
who  were  all  distinguished  for  their  efficiency, 
coolness,  and  gallantry  throughout  the  conflict 
The  following  officers,  attached  to  the  general 
stafEs,  also  rendered  gallant  service:  Captain 
Samuel  Bard,  on  special  service ;  Lieutenant  A. 
B.  De  SauUes,  eimneor ;  Lieutenant  H.  H.  Price 
and  Lieutenant  H.  C.  Holt  Other  officers  on 
special  service,  amongst  whom  were  Captain 
Augustas  S(X)tt,  commanding  squadron  on  tem- 
porary service ;  Q^ptains  Curry,  Kinderson,  and 
Hehom,  as  volunteer  aids  for  the  occasion,  and 
Captain  J.  M.  Taylor  eervsd  with  zeal  and  gal- 
lantry. The  entire  division  entering  the  fight 
numbered  about  nineteen  htmdred  and  fifty,  in- 
fantry and  artiUevy,  with  a  few  irregalar  cavalry 
WDd  partisan  rangers,  numbering  in  all  some 
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three  hundred  and  fifty  or  four  hundred.    The 
casoaltieB — skilled,  wonnded,  and  missing — ^be- 
ing two  hundred  and  seventy^-seyen  (277). 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DANnLBuQOLBS. 
Bl'Igadtor-  Otneri],  oommuidiDg  Soooaa  IMtIiIob, 

Captain  John  A.  Buoknbb, 

A,  A,  Geiural. 
BEPOBT  Of  1.  1.  GBIIRAL  J.  A,  BUGKNOL 


AOfiHt  9,  IStt.  J 

Obnvsal  :  In  oomplianoe  with  vour  request^  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUowing  report 
of  the  late  en^^ement  at  Baton  Rouge,  so  far 
as  the  First  brigade  of  First  division  was  con- 
cerned, after  its  commanders,  Brigadier-General 
Helm,  and  subsequently  Colonel  Thomas  Hunt, 
were  wounded,  and  I  IumI  the  honor  to  receive 
the  command  at  your  hands.  The  enemy  had 
been  repulsed  from  one  of  his  encampments, 
and  the  different  regiments  constituting  the 
First  brigade  were  drawn  up  in  line  in  one  of 
his  camps,  not,  however,  fully  deployed.  Aflter 
moving  the  two  regiments  on  uie  left  of  the 
«  brigade,  by  the  flank  to  the  left,  the  whole  were 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  were  ordered  to 
advance.  The  movement  was  spiritedly  made 
up  to  the  second  encampment,  through  a  some- 
wnat  sharp  volley  of  musketry,  in  as  cood  style 
as  the  broken  and  confined  limits  of  the  ground 
would  admit,  and  immediately  the  enemy  was 
hotly  and  detenninedly  engaged.  After  a  few 
volleys,  I  ordered  the  brigade  forward,  which 
order  was  being  promptly  obeyed  by  the  Fourth 
and  Fifth  Kentucky,  the  other  regiments  being 
just  in  the  act  of  advancing,  when  I  received, 
from  General  Clark,  the  order  to  fiuse  about  and 
retreat  This  order  was  then  given  by  mvsetf 
and  General  Clark*s  aids.  The  troops  fell  back 
reluctantly,  and  not  in  very  good  order,  the 
General  himself  and  a  number  of  others  be- 
ing woimded  in  the  retreat  I  immediately  re- 
ported to  you  to  know  whether  you  had  order- 
ed the  retreat,  and  was  informed  that  you  had 
not.  The  Second  brigade  of  this  division  was 
then  ordered  by  yourself  to  advance.  It  went 
up  in  good  style,  Captain  Hughes,  commanding 
Twenty-second  Mississippi  regiment,  leading 
them  gallantly.  By  your  presence  and  assist- 
ance, the  first  brigade  was  rallied  and  led  by 
yourself,  in  person,  to  the  same  position  from 
which  it  had  &llen  back,  when  it  Joined  with 
the  Second  brigade,  and  movea  conjointly 
through  the  second  encampment,  driving  the 
enemy  before  them  through  the  third  and  last 
of  their  camps  to  the  river,  under  cover  of  their 
gunboats.  This  being  accomplished,  which  was 
all  that  was  expected  of  the  land  force,  the  Ark- 
ansas failing  to  make  her  appearance,  nothing 
remained  but  to  destroy  what  had  been  cap- 
tured (inasmuch  as  no  amncement  had  been 
made  for  bearing  it  off,  thongh  the  battle-field 
was  in  our  possession  sufficiently  long),  and  re- 


tire from  the  range  of  the  enemy's  batteries  on 
the  river.  Accoraingly,  you  gave  me  the  order 
to  withdraw  the  division  out  of  range  of  the  fire 
of  the  fleet,  to  await  the  movements  of  the  gun- 
boat Arkansas.  This  was  done  in  good  <^er, 
though  with  some  degree  of  rebictanoe,  the 
cause  of  the  movement  not  being  fully  under- 
stood. Tour  order  to  fire  the  enemy's  tents  aod 
stores  was  well  executed.  Their  loas  must  have 
been  very  heavy  in  Quartermaster  and  Comniis- 
sary  supplies,  and  particularly  so  in  Sudds' 
stores,  considerable  quantities  of  new  goods 
and  general  equipments  being  burned.  The 
position  in  which  you  left  me  near  the  house 
where  General  Clark  lay  wounded  was  held 
more  than  two  hours  after  the  main  body  of  the 
troops  were  withdrawn,  with  a  section  of 
Semmes'  battery,  and  the  remnant  of  the  Seventh 
Kentucky  regiment,  Colonel  Crossland  commaod- 
ing,  as  support  Learning  that  Cobb's  batteij 
had  left  its  position  and  been  ordered  to  ibe 
rear,  the  section,  with  its  support  under  my 
command,  was  removed  to  occupv  the  better 
position  left  bv  Captain  Cobb,  at  which  pointy  it 
remained  a  half  hour,  and  would  have  remained 
the  whole  evening,  but  for  the  erroneous  infor- 
mation of  tiie  enemy's  advance  in  force  being 
Siven  by  a  surgeon  who  was  moving  rapidly  to 
le  rear.  Leaving  pickets  at  this  point,  just  in 
the  edge  of  town,  I  withdrew  the  artillery  and 
its  support  dowly  back  to  the  point  at  which 
you  round  me.  A  flag  of  truce  was  hoisted 
early  in  the  evening  by  the  enemy,  and  on  being 
met  by  an  officer  whom  I  sent  to  the  fronts  the 
privilege  of  bearing  off  the  dead  and  wounded 
was  requested  and  granted  for  four  hoars  by 
yourself,  upon  condition  that  the  agreement  be 
reduced  to  writing*  No  communication  being 
received  in  writing  for  some  time,  twenty  min- 
utes longer  were  given,  shortly  after  the  expi- 
ration of  which  time  a  note  was  received,  sigi^ 
by  Uie  commanding  officer  at  Baton  Rouge,  dia- 
claiming  the  flag  of  truoe. 

I  cannot  ooncmde  my  t^^P^  without  speaking 
of  the  cool  courage  and  efficient  skill  with  which 
Brigadier-General  Charles  Clark  led  his  command 
into  the  action,  and  the  valuaUe  assistance  ren- 
dered him  by  his  Aids,  lieutenants  ^pooner  and 
Terser ;  of  the  efficiency  of  Major  H.  EL  Topp, 
of  me  Thirfy-first  Mississippi,  in  leading  his 
regiment ;  of  Major  Brown,  CSiief  Conmuasary  of 
the  division,  whose  fearless  exposure  of  hiniB^ 
where  <he  contest  was  hottest,  in  urgmg  on  the 
troops  to  a  ohaige ;  of  Captain  J.  hT  MSler, 
commanding  Fourth  Kentucky  regiment,  who 
dispb,yed  conwicuous  gallantry  in  leading  ha 
regiment;  of  Colonel  Oroasland,  commanding 
Seventh  Kentucky  regiment,  whose  regiment^ 
after  being  in  front  and  assisting  in  beanng  the 
brunt  of  the  battle,  remained  upon  tiie  field 
while  the  shells  from  the  enemy's  gunboata  were 
falling  thickly  around  them ;  and  ^  the  Taloable 
service  rendered  mo  by  Major  G.  Wi^liffe,  ci 
the  Fifth  Kentucky,  towards  the  close  of  te 
engagement,  where  his  constant  presenoe  at  ^ 
head  of  hia  regiment,  inspired  oonfidenoe  and 
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conrage,  not  only  among  his  own  men,  but  all 
who  were  near  him  m  the  closing  pontest, 
which  decided  the  engagement  so  favorably  and 
so  gloriously  for  the  Confederate  arms.  For 
list  of  casufuties  I  would  refer  you  to  papers 
"A"  and  •*  B,"  concerning  the  battle. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  (General, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  fiuoKuxR, 

A.  A.  OeaenU 

RXPQBT  OF  OOLONEL  U  B.  SMISH. 


HKAOQunasMFiMr  DnruKMi,  \ 

Oamp  oir  OOHrnr  Ritbs,  Aogoit  10,  1802. } 

Mmor-GenercU  Breckinridge: 

Sib  :  The  following  is  a  correct  report  of  the 
part  the  Fourth  brigade  took  in  the  late  engage- 
ment in  front  of  the  city  of  Baton  Rouge,  on 
the  fifth  instant    By  order  <Si  General  c£u:k,  I 
moved  the  Fourth  brigade  across  a  corn-field, 
perpendicular  to  the  road,  lowing   the   Fif- 
teenth Mississippi  regiment  in  the  woods,  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers,  to  protect  the  rieht  We 
then  moved  forward  across  several  fields  to  the 
outskirts  of  the  town,  when  the  division  was 
halted  till  I  was  ordered  to  move  by  the  left 
flank  to  the  road,  and  then  by  the  front,  till 
they  fired  on  me,  which  was  returned.    At  that 
moment  we  were  not  more  than  twenty  yards 
from  their  lines.    About  three  rounds  from  our 
men  put  them  to  flight  The  fog  being  so  thick, 
we  could  not  see  more  than  twenty  steps.    We 
were  then  on  a  line  with  their  camps  on  the  left 
of  the  road,  and  the  firing  had  ceased,  when 
General  dark  ordered  me  to  fall  back  in  the 
ravine  some  hundred  yards  to  the  rear.     I 
about-faced  the  brigade,  and  marched  back  in 
good  order,  walking  my  men  in  a  gully.    Soon 
after,  the  Second  brigade  moved  obliquely  to 
the  left,  and  engaged  them  on  the  len  of  the 
road  ;  the  right  of  the  Second  brigade  began  to 
give  way,  and  in  twenty  or  thirty  minutes,  I 
suppose,  I  moved  forward  to  their  support,  and 
to  uieir  right,  engaging  the  enemy,  and  a  gen- 
eral forward  movement  was  made  by  our  divis- 
ion.   About  the  time  we  had  reached  the  tents 
and  tops  of  the  hills,  orders  came  to  faJl  back 
to  the  bridge,  where  the  stampede  had  taken 
place  that  morning,  which  we  did  in  as  good 
order  as  we  could  after  having  so  severely  en- 
gaged them.    I  would  beg  leave  to  mention  the 
names  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore,  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Tennessee ;  Captain  Hughes,  pi  the  Twen- 
ty-second Mississippi,  and  Adjutant  Fitzpatrick, 
of  the  Twenty-second  Mississippi,  as  acting  gal- 
lanUv  all  through  the  engagement.     Captain. 
Hughes  fell  in  the  last  charge  at  the  head  of  his 
men.    The  Fifteenth  Mississippi  was  held  in 
reserve  with  a  battery,  and  was  not  in  the  fight 
The  men  behaved  well,  and  observed  the  com- 
mands I  gave  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  B.  Smith, 

Coloii«I,  commanJIog  Foarth  BHgAdi^ 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  EDWARDB. 

HKAOQUJiXTBSg  THIRrT-lIBSr  ALABAMA  RTCOIBn,       ) 

Camp  xkar  Coxrx  Ritkr,  La.,  Aogust  8,  1802.  j 

Mqjtyr  John  A.  Buckner,  Asnskmi  AcfjtUcml- 
General: 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Thirty-first  Ala- 
bama regiment,  in  the  action  at  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana,  on  the  fifth  instant    At  early  dawn 
on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  instant,  the  (Afferent 
regiments,  composing  the  Second  brigade,  of 
which  my  regiment  formed  a  part,  were  as- 
signed, their  positions  in  line  of  baUle.    After 
having  advanced  for  considerable  distance  over 
very  difficult  ground,  my  regiment,  with  the 
Thirty- first  Mississippi  and  Fourth  Kentucky, 
was  ordered  to  commence  the  attack  on  the 
enemy's  left,  which  order  was  executed  vigor- 
ously, but  cautiously,  skirmishers  being  thrown 
out  at  different  times  and  places.    The  foe  hov- 
ering over  the  field  rendered  it  impossible  to 
discover  what  was  in  our  front  at  a  distance  of 
but  a  few  paces.    The  enemy  retired  slowly  be- 
fore the  well-directed  fire  which  we  constantly 
poured  upon  them,  falling  back  from  their  first 
encampment.    On  reaching  that  encampment, 
my  regiment  was  exposea  to  a  galling  fire  in 
front  and  on   the    left  flank,  when  we  were 
ordered  to  faU  back.    At  this  point,  Lieutenant 
Childress,  of  Company  K,  was  mortallv,  and  Lieu- 
tenant  Hays,    of  Company  G,  and    Sergeant 
Longhlin,  of  Company  d,  were  severely  wound- 
ed while  gallantly  fighting,  and  left  on  the  field. 
Having  fallen  back  to  a  small  ravine,  the  line 
was  re-formed,  and  advanced  to  dislodge  the 
enemy  from  their  last  encampment  to  our  left, 
which  was  eallanti^  done  after  a  severe  contest. 
The  order  tben  being  eiven  for  us  to  retire,  it 
was  executed  in  gooa  order.     Sickness  and 
death  had  thinned  my  ranks  to  such  an  extent 
that  I  only  carried  into  action  ninety-«even,  rank 
and  file,  of  which  number  two  were  killed  and 
nine  wounded.    I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that, 
although  neither  of  my  field-officers  were  with 
me,  both  being  absent,  sick,  I  found  but  little 
or  no  difficulty  in  rallying  my  men.    I  saw  not 
a  single  instance  in  my  regiment,  amidst  all  the 
galling  fires  of  the  enemy,  which  they  with- 
stood, of  any  officer  or  solaier  being  disposed 
to  shrink  from  his  duty,  but  all  seemed  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  the  stem  determination  to 
conquer  or  die.    In  the  last  charge  made  upon 
the  enemy,  when  they  were  driven  from  their 
last  encampment,  I  am  proud  to  say  my  regi- 
ment was  side  by  side  with  the  foremost  in  me 
charge,  and  when  tlie  work  was  accomplished 
of  driving  the  enemy  from  their  position,  and 
we  were  ordered  to  fall  back,  they  did  so  in 
perfect  order.        Very  respectfully, 

J.  Edwards, 

Colonel,  oommanding  Thlrty-Oret  Alabama  Regiment, 
REPORT  OF  MAJOR  TOPP. 


HiADQUAmn  THnrr-magr  Raauuwt  Uammum  Vou.  \ 

Auguet  7, 1802.  j 

Major  John  A.  Bucknerf  A,  A.  General: 
DsAR  Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  ful 


706 


REBELLION    RECORD,    186^-66. 


lowing  report  About  the  time,  or  immediately 
after  Sie  repulse  of  the  Second  division,  a  por- 
tion of  our  brigade,  of  which  the  Thirty-first 
Misussippi  regiment  was' a  part,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Hunt,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky, 
was  ordered  forward  through  several  corn-fields, 
in  which  the  enemy  was  discovered  by  my  skir- 
mishers, thrown. out  for  that  purpose,  towards 
the  second  encampment,  to  which  we  ap- 
proached within  two  hundred  yards  or  less, 
driving  constantly  the  enemy  before  us,  when  a 
terrific  fire  from  the  enemv  in  the  direction  of 
the  second  encampment  checked  our  advance, 
and  where  well-nigh  all  of  my  casualties  oc- 
curred. At  this  point  we  were  ordered  to  fail 
back,  by  Colonel  Hunt,  and  the  retreat  had  hardly 
begun  when  Colonel  Hunt  was  wounded  and 
taken  ofif  tbe  field.  Here  I  attempted  to  rally 
my  reeiment,  but  the  confusion  had  become  so 
eeneru  that  I  found  it  impossible  to  do  so. 
We  then  fell  back  to  the  ravine  in  advance  of 
the  first  encampment,  and  formed  under  the 
cover  of  the  ravine.  Greneral  Cku'k,  command- 
ing division,  came  up  at  this  juncture.  I  told 
him  that  we  were  without  a  brigade  commander. 
Colonel  H.  having  been  wounded  and  requested 
him  to  assign  some  one  to  the  command  of  the 
brigade.  Colonel  Edwards,  of  the  Thirty-first 
Alabama,  having  lost  his  horse,  and  expressing 
an  unwillingness  to  assume  the  command. 
General  C.  then  left,  and  very  soon  Major  Buck- 
ner.  as  I  was  informed,  took  the  command,  and 
ordered  us  to  march  by  the  left  flank  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  enemy's  second  encampment,  and 
having  fairly  gotten  us  in  a  position  to  ad- 
vance, ordered  us  forward.  The  command  was 
instantly  obeyed,  and  the  brigade,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  two  regiments  on  the  right,  was 
soon  engaged  with  the  enemy.  My  regiment 
was  lying  down  firing,  with  very  little  damage 
to  themselves,  and  gradually  approaching  the 
encampment,  when  to  our  surprise  we  observed 
the  right  of  our  brigade  falling  back  in  disorder. 
I  have  no  idea  who  gave  the  command,  as  I  was 
on  the  extreme  left  I  then  ordered  my  regi- 
ment to  fall  back,  which  it  did,  in  confusion,  to 
the  cut  in  the  road.  At  this  time  the  regiments 
held  in  reserve  were  carried  forward  by  ueneral 
Clark,  and  we  rallied  again  in  the  road  under 
the  direction  of  Major  Buckner.  We  were  a 
second  time  ordered  to  forward,  and  this  time 
there  was  no  halting  or  falling  back.  We  ad- 
vanced at  a  double-quick  to  within  seventy-five 
yards  of  the  encampment,  fired,  and  charged 
bayonets,  when  the  enemy  began  to  give  way, 
and  finally  ended  in  a  rout.  We  were  entering 
l^e  encampment  when  we  were  ordered  to  halt, 
by  Major  B.,  and  formed  upon  the  color-line  of 
the  second  encampment  We  remained  in  this 
position  some  five  minutes  or  more,  when  the 
same  offier  called  "attention,"  gave  the  com- 
mand, "  about  face,  forward,  march,"  the  whole 
line  marching  in  admirable  order. 
Kespectfully  submitted, 

H.  E.  Topp,     . 

Uajor,  oominaQding  Thtrty-flrai  litssissippi  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  J.  C.  WICKUmE. 

HBADQUAKmS  FOTB  KJUTllMJll   RkBOODIT, 

Camp  hbak  Ooflfrrstlivnt,  Locnuiu 
August  7,1862. 


■} 


Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  yon 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
Fifth  Kentucky  regiment  in  the  action  of  the 
fifth  instant,  at  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Fifth  Kentucky,  with  the  commander  of 
the  brigade,  was  placed  in  line  of  battie  early 
on  the  momine  of  the  fifth  of  August    The  line 
was  advanced  towards  Baton  Rouge  steadily. 
In  obedience  to  an  order  of  my  brigade  com- 
mander, my  regiment  was  held  as  a  support  to 
the  battery  attached  to  this  brigade,  where  it 
remained  until  I  received  an  order  in  person 
from  Major-General  Breckinridge  to  post  one 
company,  as  pickets,  to  the  right  and  at  some 
distance  from  the  arsenal.    In  obedience  to  this 
order,  I  placed  Captain  Gillum,  with  his  com- 
pany, consisting  of  one  lieutenant,  four  sergeants, 
one  corporal  and  twenty-four  men,  upon  the 
ground  designated  by  the  General,  and  in  obe- 
dience to  another  order  from  him,  left  Captain 
Gillum  there,  when  my  conmiand  was  ordered 
to  join  the  brigade  and  engage  the  enemy  in 
their  camps.    Captain  GiUum  remained  at' his 
post  until  ordered  away,  when  the  brigade  ti»- 
tired  to  the  point  where  the  line  of  battle  w::^ 
first  formed.    Thus  tliis  company  was  prevent- 
ed from  engaging  in  the  battle,  and  this  will 
account  why  none  were  killed  or  wounded  in 
company  A,  of  this  regiment    When  orden  i 
by    Major-General    Breckinridge    to    join   th^ 
brigade  to  which  my  regiment  is  attached,  I 
was  placed    on  the  left  of   the  Fourth  Kt::- 
tucky  regiment,  which  was  the  first  regiment  in 
the  brigade.    Immediately  after  this,  an  ord^r 
from  you  was  given  to  advance.    My  oomioa'  il 
did  so,  and  until  the  fire  was  drawn  from  t^ie 
enemy,  who  were  secreted  in  and  about    tD.? 
tents  of  the  third  and  last  encampment    The 
fire  was   immediately  returned    by   the    mtn 
under     my    conunand.       It    continued    warn: 
and  heavy    for  about    twelity  or   twenty-five 
minutes,    our  line,  as  far  as  I  could   see,  &i- 
vancing  very  little,  but  steadily,  and  the  enemv 
as  slowly  retreating.    At  this  time  an  order  was 
given  by  Brigadier-General  Clark,  conamaudii.^ 
the  division,  to  fall  back  to  a  sm^l  ravine,  a 
short  distance  in  the  rear,  and  re-form,  whiv-'s; 
was  executed  in  good  order.   In  a  few  inoments 
we  were  again  ordered  to  advance,  and  did  s-^ 
never  halting  until  the  enemy  had  been  driven 
from  the  last  of  their  encampments.     After  thr* 
brigade  Hne  had  been  form<yi,  in  obedience  to 
an  order  from  you,  we  retired  slowly  and  in 

good  order.    My  command  numbered  two  bar.- 
red  and  twenty-two,  rank  and  file.     Fn>m  ti  * 
deduct  Company  A,  numbering  thirty-one  vt 
cers  and  men,  and  seven  detailed  to  carry     ' 
the  wounded,  thus  reducing  tiie  number  of  m-  ■ 
actually  engaged  in  the  fight,  under  my  c  r^ 
mand,  to  one  hundred  and  eighty-fonr  meru 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  casualties  wLh  ^ 
occurred  in  my  regiment :  In  Company  A^  nou- 
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In  Company  B,  L.  P.  Smith,  mortally  wounded, 
and  since  dead ;  H.  Osborne,  slightly.  In  Com- 
pany C,  Lieutenant  H.  H.  Hsoris,  wounded; 
private  R.  S.  Brooks,  killed ;  privates  J.  S.  Jack- 
son, J.  T.  Tavlor,  D.  Tinsley,  and  J,  B.  Young, 

»  -wounded.  Li  Company  D,  Lieutenant  Oscar 
Kennard,  wounded ;  private  Wm.  Hicks,  killed ; 

*  privates  John  Essill  and  John  Henry,  wounded. 
In  company  E,  Sergeant  R.  M.  Hague,  wounded ; 
privates  James  Bowers,  and  Isaac  Rutledge, 
killed ;  privates  Elbert  Gramor,  B.  Logan,  and 
J.  L.  Thompson,  wounded.  In  Company  F,  A. 
P.  Fowler,  W.  P.  Ratliff,  J.  Leach,  J.  W.  Wal- 
lace, and  D.  P.  Howell,  wounded.  In  Company 
G,  Lieutenant  P.  V.  Daniel,  privates  N.  M. 
Beauchamp,  Thomas  Stith,  Miche  Meardin,  Allen 
Dereby,  Frank  Keath,  Green  Woorley,  and  M.  S. 
Newman,  wounded.  In  company  K,  Sergeant 
John  H.  Hughes,  Corporal  Moses  Lafeiter, 
privates  Alexander  Barry,  Charles  Freeburg,  and 
Thomas  Lively,  killed ;  Sergeant  T.  H.  Atwell, 
privates  Edmond  Elliott,  Peter  Frilty,  James 
Hunt,  G.  Polfers,  L.  Hotsenburg,  A.  J.  Williams, 
and  W.  McFatridge,  wounded. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  statine  that 
the  officers  and  men  imder  my  command  dis- 
charged their  duties  in  the  action  at  Baton 
Kouge  in  a  manner  creditable  alike  to  them- 
selves, and  the  cause  for  which  they  are 
battling. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  C.  WiCKLIFFB, 
lli^r,  ocfmmanding  Fifth  Kontockf  BeglraenU 

BEPOSr  OF  CAPTAIN  J.  H.  IHLLEIT. 

Gaxp  mux  OoMXR  Bim,  Aagost  7,  1862^ 

Ccxptain  John  A,  Buckner : 

ont :  Through  an  unforttmate  circumstance  I 
was  placed  in  command  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky 
at  about  three  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  fifth  instant. 
After  being  placed  in  line,  oiur  brigade  moved 
forward  untu  it  reached  the  outskirts  of  Baton 
Rouge,  when  we  moved  by  the  left  flank  as  far 
as  the  camp  of  the  Fourteenth  Maine  regiment 
We  then  moved  forward ;  the  smoke  being  so 
dense,  my  command  was  here  separated  from 
the  brigade.  Having  thrown  out  my  right  com- 
pany as  skirmishers  I  continued  to  move  for- 
ward, but  discovering  that  the  enemy  were  on 
my  left,  supported  by  a  battery,  all  concealed 
by  the  houses  and  fedces,  and  not  being  able  to 
change  direction  without  placing  my  regiment 
immediately  under  the  fire  of  our  own  troops,  I 
rejoined  the  brigade.  I  had  just  taken  mv 
position  on  the  right  when  you  took  command, 
and  ordered  us  forward.  I  moved  my  regiment 
obliquely  to  the  left  until  my  ri^ht  had  cleared 
the  fence  in  front,  when  I  ordered  them  for- 
ward in  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  camp, 
which  they  did  with  a  cheer.    We  had  advanced 

frobably  two  hundred  yards  when  an  aid,  whom 
took  to  be  on  General  Clark's  staff  (not  being 
•   personally  acquainted  with  any  of  them],  ordered 
me  to  fail  back.    Seeing  the  balance  ot  the  bri- 
gade retiring,  I  gave  the  command  to  my  r^- 


ment,  which  they  were  very  unwilling  to  execute, 
seeing  the  enemy  retiring  from  their  camps. 
After  re-forming  mv  regmient,  I  was  again 
ordered  by  you  to  advance.  In  this  charge  the 
enemy  were  driven  completely  from  their  camps. 
It  is  not  necessary.  Captain,  for  me  to  say  how 
my  command  acted  in  this  charge.  You,  being 
in  front  of  my  left,  could  judge  for  yourself.  I 
think  that  you  will  agree  that  they  did  not 
abuse  the  confidence  the  Commanding  General 
has  in  ''ragged  Kentuckians."  The  Fourth 
Kentucky  lost  in 

KiUed 6 

Wounded 14 

Missing , 1 

Total ,.,..  20 

Respectfully, 

J.  H.  MiLLETT, 
Gaptaln,  oommanding  FoorUi  Kentucky  Bogiment  Volanteen. 

REPORT  OF  UEDTENANT-OOLONEL  JOHN  SNODGRASS. 

HHAOQUlABTina  FOUKIH  ALASAKA  BjLTIAUOir,  \ 

August  8,  1862.         J 

Colonel  X  Edwards,  oommanding  Seoond  Bri- 
gade: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Fourth  Alabama 
battalion,  in  the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  on  the 
fifth  instant  In  the  accidental  a|^ir  on  the 
road  before  daylight  the  following  are  the  cas- 
ualties :  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Stokes,  Privates  Mor- 
gan, O'Connel,  Stephen  Oliver,  Y.  Freeman,  P. 
Andrews,  M.  Y.  Haine,  and  P.  Mattison,  Company 
C,  slightly  wounded.  Private  A.  Lewis,  tym- 
pany A,  slightly.  Privates  M.  L.  Sewel,  G.  W. 
Lisk,  Company  G,  slightly.  Private  J.  J.  Carlton, 
Company  £,  slightly.  When  the  positions  of 
the  various  regiments,  etc.,  were  assigned,  the 
battalion  with  me  Fifth  Kentucky  regiment  was 
ordered  to  support  the  Hudson  battery,  which 
position  it  occupied  until  between  seven  and 
eight  o'clock  a.  m .,  when  I  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance to  the  support  of  onr  forces  then  engag- 
ing the  enemy  at  their  second  encampment  The 
battalion  continued  iii  the  engagement  until  the 
enemy's  infantry  were  driven  from  the  field,  and 
their  batteries  were  playing  heavily  upon  the 
position  we  occupied,^when  we  were  ordered 
to  withdraw. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  casualties  dur- 
ing the  engagement :  Major  G.  L.  Alexander, 
mortally  wounded  in  the  left  breast  by  a  Minnie 
l^Jl-^ied  shortly  after.  In  Company  A,  wound- 
ed— ^private  W.  B.  Moore,  seriously;  privates 
A.  J.  AUen,  A.  M.  Cannon,  J.  P.  Wilson,  slightly. 
Company  C,  wounded-— private  W.  T.  Harbin, 
slightly.  Company  D — Captain  Randall,  slightly 
wounded  ;  T.  J.  Lovell,  mortally  Company  E— 
private  WiUiam  Anderson,  mortally  wounded, 
since  died.  Company  G,  killed --j>rivate  J.  K. 
P.  Jenkins ;  wounded,  privates  H.  McCoy  and 
William  McBrown,  severely;  corporals  A.  T. 
Hannsdi  and  T.  R.  Moon,  mortally. 
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BrnxmUvIation, 

KiUed 3 

Wounded 22 

Total 25 

I  take  pleasure  in  calling  your  attention  to 
the  gallant  and  enthusiastic  conduct  of  priYat0 
John  Thompson,  Gompanj  F,  and  J.  U.  Bjrd, 
Company  G,  who  boldly  moved  in  advance  of 
the  command  and  discharged  their  arms  with 


due  caution  and  alacrity.    They  were  the  first 

to  open  fire  and  last  to  quit  the  field,  and  I  am 

happy,  while  reporting  the  especially  worUiy 

conduct  of  those  two  privates,  not  to  have  a 

solitary  instance  of  cowardice  or  wavering  to 

report,  the  whole  command  having  advanced 

and  stood  under  Ihe  fire  from  which  older  troops 

and  greater  numbers  had  retired. 

Very  respectfully, 

John  Snodgkass, 
Lleotenant-Colon*!,  oomnumding  Fcwrth  Alabaon  BMIattoB. 


Reium  of  the  Ga8uaitie$  in  the  First  Ditnsion. 
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FOUEXB  BRIOAU. 
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Tills  regiment  was  hdd  in 


Respectfully  submitted, 


To  Captain  BnoKHKB, 

AsBlstsnt  AcUatant^SeoaraL 


T.  B.  Smrb, 

Oolonel,  comms&dlsg  First  DKisloa. 


Officers  menHaned  for  Gallant  Conduct  at  the 

BatUe  of  Baton  Houge,  ExhihU ''  A"  Bepcrt 

Q^  the  First  Division, 

Gaptaiu  Hughes,  commanding  Twenty-second 
Mississippi  regiment 

Brigadier-General  Charles  Clark  and  his 
Aides. 

Lieutenants  Spooner  and  Yerger. 

Major  H.  E.  Topp,  of  the  Thirty-first  Missis- 
sippi regiment, 

Major  Brown,  Chief  of  Subsistence. 

Captain  J.  H.  Miller,  commanding  Fourth  Ken- 
tucky regiment 

Colonel  CroBsland,  Seventh  Kentucky  regi- 
ment 

Major  J.  C.  Wickliffe,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky. 

Privates  John  Thon4>son,  Company  H,  and  J. 
M.  Byrd,  Company  G,  Fourth  Alabama  battal- 
ion. 

lieutMiant^lonel  Moore,  of  the  Nineteenth 
Tennessee  r^ment 

Adjutant  ]^tzpatrick,  Twenty-second  Missis- 
sippi regiment 


BEPORT  OF  BRIGADIE3I-GSI7ERAL  K.  L.  SBOTEL 

BsADqn^BnRS  Ttamn  Bhuuui,     \ 
VionmnK},  Aogwt  ~,  1888.  > 

Mio^  M,  M,  Kimmdy  A.  A,  O. : 

Major:  The  following  report  of  the  attack 
and  defence  of  Vicksburg  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted to  the  Major-General  commatidiug  the 
District  of  Mississippi :  % 

I  assumed  command  of  Vicksburg  and  its 
defences  on  the  twelfth  of  May,  in  obedience  to 
orders  firom  Major-Greneral  Lovell,  and  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  prepare  for  tibe  approach  of 
the  enemy,  then  known  to  have  passed  Baton 
Rouge  witli  a  formidable  fleet,  having  in  view 
to  open  the  river  to  Memphis  and  Fort  Pillow, 
then  in  our  possession.  At  the  time  of  arriv- 
ine,  the  state  of  preparation  for  defence  was  as 
follows :  Of  the  ten  batteries  that  have  been  in 
use,  three  were  mostly  completed,  and  the  fourth 
begun.  The  armed  troops  present  coosiBted  of 
the  remnant  of  the  Eighth  Louisiana  battdion,' 
LieutenantOolonel  Pinckney,  and  the  Tw«i^ 
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seventh  Louisiana  volunteers.  Colonel  Marke ; 
both  of  my  brigades  which  had  preceded  me 
some  six  or  ten  dajs.  Colonel  J.  L'Antr^, 
ordered, here  by  General  Bragg,  was  found  m 
comnuuid,  pushing  the  works  forward  vigor- 
ously tlirough  his  Chief  Engineer,  Captain*  D.  B. 
Harris,  who  afterwards  remained  with  me  in  the 
same  capacity  until  most  of  the  works  were 
completed.  From  the  twelfth  until  the  eigh- 
teenth, the  works  were  pushed  forward  night 
and  day  with  all  possible  vigor,  at  the  end  of 
which  the  First  division  of  the  Federal  fleet, 
together  with  transports,  carrying  some  three 
thousand  men,  made  their  appearance  and  found 
us  in  a  condition  to  dispute,  with  a  fair  pros- 
pect of  success,  a  further  aavance ;  that  is  to 
say,  six  batteries  were  complete,  the  cannoniers 
at  their  posts  and  fairly  drilled.  The  arrival  of 
this  advanced  division  was  immediate^  fol- 
lowed by  a  demand  for  the  surrender  of  Vicks- 
burg  and  its  defences,  couched  in  the  follow- 
ing terms: 

<•  U.  S.  SL  Omiu,  HBAB  Vicxmw},  1 
Iby  18,  1802.        / 

'*  To  the  Aitthortties  at  Vicksbttrg : 

**  The  undersigned,  with  orders  from  Flag- 
Officer  Farragut  and  Major-General  Butler,  re- 
spectfully demand,  in  advance  of  the  approach- 
ing flee^  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  and  its 
defences  to  the  lawful  authorities  of  we  United 
States,  under  which  private  property  and  per- 
sonal right  wiU  be  respected. 

"  Very  respectfully,  yours, 

«<J.  Pkcujps  Lxi, 

<*  U.  8.  N.,  oommanding  Advanoe  Naval  DiTiston. 

"P.  WOLIAMS, 

"  Brigadter-OonemL'' 

The  subjoined  reply  was  returned  : 

•(  HsiJ)Qi74snai8  Vicrsbubo,! 
May  18,  1802.        / 

"  Sib  :  Your  communication  of  this  date,  ad- 
dressed to  the  authorities  of  Vicksburg,  de- 
manding the  surrender  of  the  city  and  its  de- 
fences, nas  been  received.  In  regard  to  the 
surrender  of  the  defences,  I  have  to  reply  that, 
having  been  ordered  here  to  hold  these  defences, 
my  intention  is  to  do  so  as  long  as  it  ir  in  my 
power. 

**  Very  respectfully, 

**  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  M.  Is.  Smith, 

**  BrlgadiW'0«iMral,  eomnMBdliig. 

**  J.  Philups  Lb, 

"  U.  S.  M.,  commanding  AdTanoe  Naval  DivMoiL'' 

I  here  remark  that  the  citizens  of  the  town 
had,  with  great  unanimity,  made  up  their  minds 
*  that  its  possession  ought  to  be  mamtained  at  all 
hazards,  even  though  total  demolition  should  be 
the  result  This  aetermination  was  enthusias- 
tically concurred  in  by  persons  of  all  ages  and 
both  sexes,  and  borne  to  my  ears  from  every 

Quarter.      Thus  cheered  on  and  upheld,  the 
efenoe  became  an  affair  of  more  than  public 
interest,  and  the  approving  sentiment  of  those 


so  deeply  interested  unquestionably  had  its  in- 
fluence on  the  ultimate  result,  as  affurs  stand 
to-day.  Our  cause  probably  needed  sn  exam- 
ple of  this  kind,  and  assuredly  a  bright  one  has 
been  given.  The  inhabitants  had  been  advised 
to  leave  the  city  when  the  smoke  of  the  as- 
cending gunboate  was  first  seen,  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  enemy  would  open  fire  imme- 
diately on  arrival;  hence,  the  above  demand 
found  the  city  sparsely  populated,  and  somewhat 
prepared  for  an  attack,  although,  when  it  really 
commenced,  there  were  numbers  still  to  depart, 
besides  many  who  had  determined  to  remain 
and  take  the  chances  of  escaping  unharmed,  a 
few  of  whom  absolutely  endured  to  the  end. 
As  bearing  immediately  upon  the  defence  of 
this  place,  measures  had  also  been  taken  to  push 
the  Arkansas  to  completion.  It  was  reported 
the  contractor  had  virtually  suspended  work ; 
that  the  mechanics  and  workmen  were  leaving  ; 
that  supplies  were  wanting ;  finally,  that  a  very 
considerable  Quantity  of  iron  prepared  for  cov- 
ering her  haa  been  swok  in  the  Yazoo  Biver. 
Steps  were  taken  to  promptly  furnish  mechanics 
and  supplies,  and  a  beU-boat  being  obtained  and 
sent  up  to  the  spot,  the  prepared  iron  was  soon 
recovered.  It  was  considered  fortunate  that, 
soon  after  this.  Captain  Brown  was  assigned  to 
the  duly  of  completing  the  boat,  as  after  his  as- 
signment this  importuit  work  gave  me  no  fur- 
ther concern.  The  enemy  remained  apparently 
inactive  until  the  twenty-eightli,  during  whi(m 
time  the  advance  division  of  the  fleet  was 
joined  by  other  gunboats,  making  ten  in  alL 
My  force  had,  in  the  meantime,  been  increased 
by  the  twentieth  and  twenty-eighth  Louisiana 
volunteers,  numbering  for  duty  som^  five  hun- 
dred each,  by  five  companies  of  8tarke*s  cav- 
ahrv;  one  battery;  Wimer*s  artillery,  Captain 
Rialey;  and  four  companies  Sixth  Mississippi 
battauon,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Balfour;  but  aU 
were  troops  just  mustered  into  service,  and  in- 
differently armed.  These  were  thrown  forward 
toward  Warrenton,  and  disposed  for  disputing 
inch  by  inch  the  approach  oy  land.  This  force 
was  subsequently  increased  by  the  Fourth  and 
fifth  Louisiana.  The  ensuing  ten  days  I  con- 
sider the  most  critical  period  of  the  defences  of 
Vicksburg.  Batteries  incomplete,  guns  not 
mounted,  troops  few,  and  both  officers  and  men 
entirely  new  to  service,  and  not  a  single  r^nlar 
ofiicer  to  assist  in  organizing  and  commanding. 
Had  a  prompt  and  vigorous  attack  been  made 
by  the  enemy,  while  I  think  the  disposition 
made  would  have  insured  their  repulse,  stiU  the 
issue  would  have  been  less  certain  than  at  any 
time  afterwards.  The  enemy  opened  ^e  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-fifth  for  the  first 
time,  and  continued  about  two  hours,  apparently 
with  a  view  of  getting  our  range.  The  orders 
eiven  to  the  batteries  were  not  to  return  their 
fire  at  extreme  range,  and  at  ordinary  range  only 
at  considerable  intervals.  This  policy  was  ad- 
hered to  throughout,  at  first,  because  little  am- 
munition had  men  arrived ;  afterwards,  for  the 
reason  that  our  works  could  not  be  injured  by 
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direct  firing,  and  by  saving  the  men  they  were 
fresh  night  and  day  to  meet  close  and  serious 
attacks,  such  aa  occurred  before  the  termination 
of  the  bombardment ;  besides,  the  enemy  were 
tiius  kept  i^orant  of  our  real  strength  as  well  as 
the  effect  oi  their  own  shot  It  was  not  long  be- 
fore they  apparently  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
no  impression  couid  be  made  on  our  works  by 
their  gunboats,  nor  the  erection  of  new  batter- 
ies prevented  whenever  attempted ;  and  the  re- 
maining six  batteries,  of  the  ten  first  mentioned, 
were  constructed  under  their  eyes. 

From  the  twentieth  of  May  to  the  middle  of 
June  the  firing  was  kept  up  at  intervals,  and 
more  or  less  heavy  the  latter  part  of  the  time, 
directed  mainly  at  the  town,  and  at  localities 
where  they  apparently  thought  troops  were  en- 
caniped.    From  the  fourteenth  to  the  eighteenth 
of  June  there  was  an  entire  cessation  of  the  at- 
tack, the  mortar-fleet  that  had  bombarded  Fort 
Jackson  and  Fort  Philip  being  on  the  way  here 
to  join  in  the  attack.    They  began  to  arrive  on 
the  eighteenth,  and  to  the  ntmiber  of  eighteen  or 
nineteen  were  in  position  on  tho  twentieth,  on 
the  afternoon  of  which  day  the  Itombardment 
again  opened.    Prior  to  this  a  new  source  of 
anxiety  arose.    Fort  Pillow  and  Memphis  had 
fallen,  and  in  addition  to  the  attack  we  were  en- 
during, Yicksburg  was  threatened  by  a  combined 
land  and  naval  force  from  above.    From  the 
twentieth  to  the  twenty-seventh  the  bombard- 
ment was  pretty  constant  during  the  daytime,  at 
times  very  heavy,  but  generally  ceasing  at  ten  or 
eleven  o'clock  at  night.    On  the  evening  of  the 
twenty-seventh  the  firing  began  to  increase  in 
fury,  and  for  some  time  a  shower  of  bomb-sheUs 
was  rained  upon  our  batteries  that  severely  tried 
the  nerve  and  courage  of  both  officers  and  men, 
still  the  damage  was  quickly  repaired,  and  the 
men  held  their  places  at  the  guns.    At  daylight, 
on  the  twenty-eighth,  the  enemy  recommenced 
with  the  same  fury,  and  it  was  soon  perceived 
that  the  entire  gunboat  fleet  was  in  motion, 
moving  rapidly  up  in  front  of  the  batteries  and 
city,  and  it  became  apparent  that  the  decisive 
struggle  was  at  hand.    Some  thirty-five  vessels 
were  soon  firing  as  rapidly  as  possible,  the  mor- 
tars filling  the  air  with  shells,  and  the  sloops^f- 
war  and  grmboats  delivering  broadside  after 
broadside  of  shot,  shell,  and  grape,  according  to 
their  distance.    Our  batteries  opened  as  soon  as 
the  vessels  were  within  range,  and,  for  the  first 
time,  in  full  force.  The  roar  of  cannon  was  now 
continuous  and  deafening,  loud  explosions  shook 
the  city  to  its  foundations,  shot  and  shells  went 
hissing  and  tearing  through  trees  and  walls,  scat- 
tering fragments  far  ana  wide  in  their  terrific 
flight.   Men,  women,  and  children  rushed  into  the 
streets,  and,  amid  the  crashing  of  falling  houses, 
commenced  their  hasty  flight  to  the  countzy  for 
safety.    This  continued  for  about  an  hour  and 
a  half,  when  the  enemy  left ;  the  vessels  that 
had  passed  the  lower  batteries  continuing  on  up 
the  river,  apparently  as  the  quickest  means  of 
getting  ont  of  range ;  those  that  had  not  pass- 
ed, rapidly  dropping  down.    The  result  of  this 


effort  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  was  most  satis- 
factory.   Not  a  single  gun  was  silenced  or  dis- 
abled, and,  to  their  surprise,  the  serions  bom- 
bardment of   the  preceding    seven  days  had 
thrown  nothmg  out  of  fighting  trim.    It  also 
demonstrated  to  our  satisfaction  that,  how  large 
soever  the  number  of  guns  an4  mortar-boata, 
our  batteries  could  probably  be  suoceflsfoUy 
held,  consequently  that  the  ultimate  success  of 
our  resistance  hinged  upon  a  movement  by  land. 
The  enemy  evidently  came  to  ttie  same  conclu- 
sion, as;  after  one  week's  bombardment  with 
their  mortars,  and  the  final  attempt,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  twenty-eighth  of  June,  to    silence 
and  take  our  guns,  the  attack  seusibly  decreased 
in  vigor  and  persistency.    Up  to  tiie  twentr- 
eighdi  there  had  been  great  pressure  on  my 
command,  owing  to  the  limited  number  of  men. 
The  situation  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  the  pecu- 
liar shape  of  the  river  in  this  vicinity,  combined 
with  the  proximity  of  the  Yazoo  and  the  ex- 
pected descent  of  a  large  force  from  above  (as 
reported),  had  necessitated  a  rather  heavy  line 
of  pickets,  extending  along  a  distance  of  twenty 
miles.  To  keep  up  mis  line,  and  sustain  a  heavy 
attack  at  the  same  time,  tiuced  the  energies  of 
my  men  to  a  great  extent    The  arrival  of  the 
advance  brigade  of  Major-General  Breckinridge's 
reserve  corps  was  a  great  respite,  and,  as  the 
force  was  gradually  increased,  mus  bringing  ns 
to  an  equality  in  numbers  with  that  whi<^  ac^ 
companied  the  fleet,  it  was  almost  felt  that 
Yicksburg  was  no  longer  besieged.    The  gen- 
eral command  of  these  defences  was  assumed 
by  Major-General  Earl  Yan  Dom  on  the  twen^r- 
eighth  of  June,  Major-General  LoveU  having 
been  relieved  by  him  from  the  command  of  &e 
Department.    Being  authorized  to  make  requisi- 
tions on  the  reserve  corps  for  whatever  force 
was  deemed  necessary  to  carry  out  the  phm  of 
defence,  the  picket  front  was,  after  the  twenty- 
eighth,  divided  into  five  divisions,   the  two 
extreme  ones  guarded,  by  detachments  from 
my  brigade   (T%ird  Louisiana),  the  remaining 
three    by    detachments    from    Brigadier-Gei>- 
erals  Preston's,  Helm's,  and  Golon^  Statfaam  a 
brigades,  reinforced   by  light   batteries  from 
Colonel    Withers'   artillery.      The    fleet    from 
Memphis  began  to  make  its  appearance  above 
on  the  twenty-sixth  of  June,  and  continiied  to 
receive  accessions  until  it  numbered,  in  all,  fort}- 
odd  gunboats,  mortar-boats,  rams,  and  trans- 
ports.   Firing  commenced  from  this  fleet  on  the 
twelfth  of  July,  and  although  at  no  time  as 
heavy  as  from  the  lower  fleet,  continued,  with 
but  little  interruption,  until  the  final  bombard- 
ment of  the  attack.    On  the  morning  of  the  fif- 
teenth, the  daring  passage  of  the  ram  Arkansas, 
out  of  the  Yazoo,  through  the  enemy's  fleet, 
seemt^d  to  necessitate  a  prompt  descent  of  those 
vessels  that  had  passed  up  on  the  twenty-eightii, 
and  everything  was  accordingly  placed  in  readi- 
ness for  them.    A  new  battery  of  twenty-four- 
pounders,  just  erected,  was  manned  by  %  light 
artillery  detachment  from  Pteeton's  brigade,  un- 
der Lieutenant  Qrade,  and  sharpshooterB,  from 
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the  same  brigade,  placed  along  the  bank,  wber- 
evor  the  ground  waS' favorable.  As  conjectured, 
the  enemy  were  in  motion  at  sundown,  and  at 
dusk  descended  amid  the  roar  of  cannon,  the 
flashing  of  musketry,  the  glare  of  lightnine,  and 
scenes  in  every  respect  such  as  had  aistin- 
gnished  their^passage  up,  except  that  the  action 
iv^s  of  shorter  duration,  and  the  Arkansas  was 
on  the  river  returning  their  broadsides.  The 
firing  was  mainly  over  in  the  course  of  an  hour, 
andy  at  the  batteries,  not  a  single  casualty  from 
the  enemy's  shot  occurred.  From  the  fifteenth 
to  the  eighteenth  the  enemy  were  mainly  occu- 
pied in  endeavoring  to  sink  the  Arkansas  with 
their  mortars,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  eigh- 
teenth a  daring  attempt  was  made  to  cut  her 
ont  from  under  one  of  our  batteries.  It  resulted, 
however,  in  no  injury  to  the  Arkansas,  but  in 
the  destruction  of  one  of  their  boats.  This  was 
really  the  termination  of  the  attack,  although  the 
bombardment  was  kept  up  until  the  twenty- 
seventh,  when  both  fleets  aisappeared.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  the  enemy  were  in  front  of 
Ticksbui}^  sixty-seven  days,  during  which  tiie 
combined  efforts  of  two  powerful  fleets  have 
been  foiled,  and  the  accompanying  land  force, 
from  four  to  five  thousand,  held  at  bay. 

The  number  of  shot  and  shells  thrown  by  the 
fleets  is  unknown.  It  has  been  estimated  as  high 
as  twenty-five  thousand,  and  put  as  low  as 
twenty  thousand.  The  number,  nowever,  is  un- 
important, and  mentioned  only  to  illustrate  the 
fact,  that  the  loss  to  a  land  battery  when  attacked 
by  one  afloat  is  comparatively  small  The  cas- 
ualties from  the  enemy's  firing  was  seven  killed 
and  fifteen  wounded.  In  the  town  two  only  are 
reported.  Tiie  enemy  fired  at  least  ten  shots  to 
our  one,  and  their  number  of  killed  and  wound- 
ed can,  from  information,  be  safely  put  down  at 
five  times  as  great  It  is  a  matter  of  surprise 
tibat  not  a  single  gun  was  dismounted  during  the 
whole  time,  and  ouly  two  temporarily  disabled, 
both  being  repaired  in  one  night  The  number 
of  guns  brought  against  us,  including  mortars, 
ooiud  not  have  been  much  less  than  three  hun- 
dred. The  number  on  our  side,  as  you  are 
aware,  was  considerably  less.  After  this  general 
description  given,  it  would  be  great  injustice 
not  to  mention  the  commands  and  their  officers 
that  have  been  instrumental  in  so  signal  a  sno- 
oess.  The  batteries  were  manned  by  ^ee  com- 
panies of  the  First  regiment  Louisiana  artillery, 
two  compaxiies  of  the  Twenty-second,  two  com- 
panies of  the  Twenty-third  Louisiana  volunteers, 
Major  Clinch;  four  companies  heavy  artillery 
from  Fort  Pillow,  Major  Headley ;  three  compar 
nies  Eighth  Louisiana  battalion.  Major  Ogden. 
Colonel  Jackson  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sterling, 
both  of  the  heavy  artillery,  were,  respectively, 
in  immediate  command  of  the  upper  and  lower 
batteries,  and  Colonel  Fuller,  Chief  of  Heavy 
Artillery,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pinckney,  Eighth 
Louisiana  battalion,  in  command  of  two  of  the 
lower  batteries  for  a  portion  of  the  time,  was 
temporarily  relieved,  under  a  special  organiza- 
tion,  which  reduced  the  battalion  to  a  Major's 


conunand.  The  officers  commanding  these  com- 
panies were  as  follows :  Captains  Capers,  Gray- 
son, Butler,  .Tissot,  Purvis,  Herrod,  Todd, 
Disumkes,  Parks,  Morman,  Postlethwait,  Durives, 
Kerr,  and  Lieutenants  Enstis,  Butler,  and  Mc- 
Crory.  The  names  of  the  above-mentioned 
officers  are  given  for  the  reason  that,  in  connec- 
tion with  their  Lieutenants  and  men,  tliey  have 
passed  through  an  ordeal  that  troops  are  but  sel- 
dom called  upon  to  undergo  1  For  more  than 
seventy-five  days  and  nights  have  these  batteries 
been  continuously  manned  and  ready  for  action 
at  a  moment's  warning.  During  much  of  this  time 
the  roar  of  cannon  has  been  unceasing,  and 
there  have  been  portions  of  it  dmring  which  the 
noise  of  falling  shot  and  the  explosions  of  shells 
have  been  such  as  might  make  the  stoutest 
heart  quail.  Yet  none  faltered.  The  blazing 
sun,  the  fatiguing  night  watch,  the  storm  of  bat- 
tle--all  were  tuike  cheerfully  endured,  and, 
whenever  called  upon,  heavy  and  teUing  blows 
were  dealt  upon  our  foes  in  return.  1  feel  a 
pride  in  having  such  officers  and  such  men  un- 
der my  command,  for  they  have  noblv  sustained 
our  cause  in  time  of  need,  have  added  to  the 
country's  glory,  and  deserve  weU  of  her  grati- 
tude. Some  ofiQcers  possibly  attracted  my  atten- 
tion more  than  others  by  their  chivabric  courage 
and  inspiriting  manner ;  yet  the  conduct  of  all 
was  so  noble  and  unexceptionable  that  I  do  not 
venture  to  particularize.  The  distant  picketing 
was  most  efficiently  and  £aithfuUy  performed  by 
the  cavalry,  commanded  at  difl'erent  times  by 
Colonel  Starke,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ferguson,  and 
Major  Jones,  according  as  they  were  present. 
The  nearer  picket  duty,  together  with  that  of 
being  at  all  times  guarded  against  surprise,  and 
ready  to  meet  an  attack,  was  so  patientiy  and 
carefully  performed  by  the  Twenty-sixth,  Twen- 
ty-seventh, and  Twenty-eighth  Louisiana  volun- 
teers, under  Colonels  Declonet,  Marks,  and  Allen 
Thomas ;  the  Fourth  and  S^enteeiith  Louisiana 
volunteers.  Colonel  Allen  and  Colonel  Richard- 
son ;  flJso  by  the  Third  regiment  and  Sixth  bat- 
talion Mississippi  volunteers,  Colonel  Mellon 
and  Lieutenant^jolonel  Balfour,  together  with 
Withers'  Light  Artillery,  under  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Parker,  that  I  felt  secure  in  giving  most  of 
my  attention  to  the  bombardment  going  on. 
\Vlienever  events  demanded  a  united  movement 
of  all,  I  found  a  most  reliable  and  efficient  officer 
to  represent  me  and  carry  out  my  instructions, 
in  the  person  of  my  present  Assistant  Adjutant- 
Genersu,  Colonel  Girault,  whose  jud^ent  and 
zeal  were  never  at  fault  Of  Captain  Lockett, 
the  accomplished  engineer  officer  of  my  staff,  I 
have  to  speak  in  terms  of  unqualified  praise, 
botli  as  regards  skill  in  his  profession  ana  qual- 
ities as  a  soldier.  The  services  of  such  an 
officer  are  so  important  and  indispensable  as  to 
have  aU  the  effect  of  a  positive  increase  of  force 
in  determining  t^e  issue  of  a  contest  I  most 
cordially  recommend  him  to  notice.  Captain  Mo- 
Donald,  brigade  ordnance  officer,  and  Captains 
Frost  and  Harrod,  aids,  have  in  turn  performed 
almost  every  duty,  during  the  siege,  known  to 
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the  service;  always  prompt,  they  are  distin- 
guished for  mtelligenoe  and  perseyerance  in  the 
performance  of  duty  that  merits  constant  praise. 
To  the  Brigade  Quartermaster,  Major  J.  St  Pat^ 
ton  and  Brigade  Commissary,  Major  Reed,  are 
due  such  mention  as  devoted  attention  to  their 
duties  and  the  interests  of  the  service  merits ; 
both  have  performed  all  the  duties  pertaining 
to  a  department,  and  both  having  been  com- 
pelled almost  to  create  what  they  have  had. 
The  part  borne  duriue  the  latter  days  of  the 
bombardment  by  a  detachment  from  Major 
General  Breckinridge's  division,  requires  special 
mention.  Captain  Cobb's  company  of  light  ar- 
tillery, under  Lieutenant  Gracie,  manned  a  bat- 
tery which  was  so  spiritedly  served  as  to  at- 
tract atteqtion  on  both  occasions  in  which  it 
was  engaged,  and  was  even  noticed  by  the 
enemy.  The  sharpshooters,  detailed  from  the 
same  command,  kept  up  a  galling  fire  on  the 
enemy  during  the  passage  of  the  vessels  on  the 
evening  of  the  fifteenth,  and  drove  them  from 
the  tops;  The  lamented  Colonel  Statham's 
brigade,  under  his  own  lead,  showed  a  bravery 
in  guarding  the  front  of  attack  assigned  him, 
that  could  not  be  surpassed.  On  one  occasion, 
having  forced  his  way  through  a  swamp,  deem- 
ed impassable,  he  made  a  rush  upon  tiie  mor- 
tar-boats moored  to  shore,  driving  the  force 
guarding  on  board,  and  had  the  positions  of  the 
boats  been  accurately  known,  would  have  taken 
possession  of  and  destroyed  several.  The  en- 
gineer company  under  Captain  Winter  was 
steadUy  occupied  in  the  repairs  of  batteries,  and 
did  admirable  service. 

The  report  of  the  struggle  at  Vicksburg  would 
be  incomplete  without  tiie  following  merited 
tribute :  During  the  engagement  of  the  twenty- 
eighth,  all  estimable  lady,  Mrs.  Gamble,  lost  her 
life  by  the  fragment  of  a  shell  striking  her 
while  leaving  the  city.  This  lady  deserves 
more  than  a  passing  notice.  Burning  with 
patriotism,  sh^  inspired  all  around  her  with 
the  noble  spirit  of  resistance  to  oppression,  and 
confidence  in  the  success  of  our  cause.  Ever 
present  in  the  hospitals,  ministering  to  the  sick 
and  wounded  soldiers,  she  was  among  the  last 
of  her  sex  to  leave  the  desolated  city,  when  she 
yielded  up  her  life  in  attestation  of  her  fieiith 
and  devotion.  Though  but  the  type  of  a  dass 
of  which  our  southern  land  can  boast,  she  is  a 
martyr  to  the  cause  she  loved,  and  without  her 
name  the  history  which  Vicksburg  has  made  for 
herself  would  be  incomplete.  To  the  citizens 
of  Vicksburg  a  nation's  thanks  are  due  for  their 
noble  example  in  surrendering  their  property 
and  homes  to  almost  certain  destruction,  and 
that  so  littie  damage  was  done  does  not  de- 
tract from  the  merit  of  the  act,  but  rather  serves 
to  oadl  for  grathude  to  the  Supreme  Being  who 
has  not  only  preserved  from  destruction  the 
homes  of  a  patriotic  people,  but  in  mercy 
granted  a  victory  over  their  enemies.  In  con- 
clusion, I  deem  it  proper  to  remark  upon  the 
manner  in  which  the  bombardment  was  con- 
ducted.    In  locating  the  batteries,  pains  had 


been  taken  to  place  them  without  Ifae  limits  of 
the  town,  advantageous  positions  even,  having 
been  rejeKCted  with  that  view,  so  that  in  the  ap- 
proaching struggle  the  fight  mighty  if  the  enemy 
so  chose,  be  confined  to  the  armed  points,  and 
the  city  itself,  which  could  have  no  bearing  up- 
on the  ultimate  result,  be  made  to  suffer  as 
little  ^fi  an  enlightened  and  humane  method  of 
conducting  war  would  lead  us  to  expect,  and 
which,  under  the  same  circumstances,  I  think 
most  enemies  would  have  pursued.  Events  did 
not  justify  our  expectations.  The  bombard- 
ment opened  upon  both  batteries  and  town. 
This  was  expected,  and  could  not  be  objected 
to,  and  no  fault  is  found  at  its  continuing  so  aa 
lon^  as  the  enemy  had  hopes  of  accomplishing 
their  object ;  but  when  the  attack  on  the  bat- 
teries ceased,  when  the  bombarding  force  began 
even  to  graduallv  leave,  when  it  was  notorious 
that  they  deemea  their  attack  a  failure,  then  to 
continue  to  throw  shells  into  a  beautiful  town, 
as  was  done  day  after  day,  with  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  injuring  it,  of  defacing  it,  and  of  de- 
stroying private  property,  indicated  a  spirit  of 
wanton  destruction  scarcely  pardonable  in  the 
uncivilized  Indian.  This  seemed  to  be  the  spe- 
tial  mission  of  the  upper  fleet  Shame  to  the 
man  who  commanded  it  I 

I  am,  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  Smtth, 

Brigadier  Geaenl,  oommADding  Dofenoea,  Ytelcsbnrg. 

REPORT  OF  OOLONEL  J.  W.  BOBERISON. 

HiADQVAKnn,  TtBst  Bxioaos,  Sbooxd  Dfranv, ) 
Camp  oth  Comttb  Bttol,  Aogost  T,  18S2.     / 

Chpktin  Zt.  D.  Sandidge,  A.  A.  A.  Oeneral 
Second  Division : 

Captain  :  On  receiving  the  order  to  report  the 
part  taken  in  the  action  of  the  fifth  instant  by 
the  First  brigade,  I  referred  the  order  to  Col- 
onel A.  P.  Thompson,  who  commanded  the 
brigade  during  the  action,  with  tiie  exception 
of  the  closing  half  hour  that  the  troops  were 
under  fire,  when  he  was  borne  from  the  field 
severely  wounded,  and  I  submit^  by  his  reqoeat, 
the  following  report : 

On  reaching  tne  angle  of  the  main  road  lead- 
ing into  Baton  Rouge,  the  brigade  was  formed 
in  line  of  battie  in  a  common  to  the  left  of  the 
main  road,  the  right  of  tiie  brigade  resting  on 
that  road,  and  the  left  near  a  dense  forest,  Into 
which  Colonel  Allen's  brigade  had  passed.  The 
brigade  was  composed  of  the  following  rai- 
ments, positioned  from  right  to  left  in  the  order 
named :  Third  Kentucky,  Captain  J.  H.  Bowman 
commanding;  Seventh  Kentucky,  Colonel  Ed- 
ward Crossland  commanding;  Thirty-fiftii  Ala- 
bama, Colonel  J.  W.  Robertson  commanding, 
and  the  Sixth  Kentucky,  Lieutenant-Colonel  M. 
H.  Cofer,  commanding.  As  soon  as  the  litM 
was  established,  the  command,  **  forward," 
was  given  by  General  Rugsles  in  person, 
which  was  promptly  obeyed  by  the  brigade, 
moving  forward  beyond  the  dwelling-boosd 
immediately   to    the   front       The    liii«    was 
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at  Hiis  time  found  to  be  somewhat  deranged , 
caused  by  the  numerous  fences  and  houses 
over  and  aronnd  which  the  troops  had  to  pass. 
The  brigade  was  consequently  halted  ana  the 
alignment  rectified,  when  the  command,  **  for- 
"ward/'  was  again  given.  The  brigade  moved 
directly  to  the  front,  parallel  to  the  main  road, 
preceded  by  a  company  of  sharpshooters  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers,  and  commanded  by 
Lientenant  J.  G.  Hubbard.  *At  this  point  the 
firing  commenced  first,  tiie  line  of  the  enemy 
having  been  unmasked  by  the  skirmishers.  The 
firing  was  continued  but  a  short  time  when  an 
order  was  received  for  Ihe  brigade  to  charge, 
and  the  troops  rushed  forward  with  a  cheer,  toe 
enemy  breaking  before  them.  Having  reached 
the  middle  of  tne  field,  the  brigade  was  exposed 
to  a  fire  from  the  right  which  could  not  be  re- 
turned without  exposing  the  troops  of  Ctoneral 
Clark's  division  to  the  fire  of  the  brigade,  and 
was  consequently  halted  until  the  firing  ceased. 
An  advance  was  made,  skirmishing  covering 
the  front  The  second  line  of  the  enemy  was 
thus  unmasked  and  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the 
brigade.  They  gave  way  precipitately  before 
the  steady  advance  of  our  froops.  On  clearing 
the  fields  and  reaching  the  enemy's  encamp- 
ment, the  right  wing  was  found  to  be  covered 
by  a  portion  of  General  Cork's  -division.  An 
officer  approached  from  the  right  and  stated 
that  friends  were  exposed  to  our  fire,  when  the 
firing  ceased,  and  the  charge  ordered  by  Colonel 
Thompson,  he  leading  th^  brigade  into  the  en- 
campment of  the  enemy  to  the  left,  which  was 
nearly  cleared  by  this  brigade,  when  troops 
were  met  on  the  right  retmning  without  any 
apparent  cause,  and  were  ordered  by  Colonel 
Tnompson  to  halt  and  advance,  when  a  mounted 
officer  informed  Colonel  Thompson  that  it  was 
the  order  for  all  the  troops  to  faU  back.  This 
movement  became  genend  in  the  brigade.  In 
retiring  the  Thirty-fifth  Alabama  and  Sixth 
Kentucky,  forming  the  left  wing,  became  separ 
rated  from  the  rignt,  and  occupied  a  position  in 
line  one  hundred  yards  to  me  left  and  rear. 
The  enemy  re-formed  in  heavy  force  behind 
their  tents,  rapidly  advancing,  firing,  and  cheer- 
ing. The  Third  and  Seventh  Kentncky  regi- 
ments were  thrown  under  cover  and  met  this 
advance  with  a  steady  fire.  The  Thirty-fifth 
Alabama  and  Sixth  Kentucky  were  ordered  for- 
ward, but  advanced  before  the  order  reached 
them,  opening  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  enemy, 
whose  advapce  was  thus  checked.  At  this 
point  Colonel  Thompson  was  severely  wounded 
and  taken  to  the  rear.  The  command  devolv- 
ing upon  Colonel  Robertson,  who  being,  from 
complete  exhaustion,  in  no  condition  at  that 
time  to  assume  command,  and  finding  the  right 
wing  separated  from  tiie  left,  placed  Colonel 
Crossland  in  command  of  the  right  and  Lieuten- 
antColonel  E.  Gbodwin  in  command  of  the  left, 
with  orders  to  maintain  the  line,  which  was 
firmly  held  for  nearly  an  hour,  in  the  face  of  a 
terrible  fire  from  musketry  and  artillery,  when 
the  charge,  which  closed  the  action,  was  made 


in  person  by  the  Maior-Ckneral  oommandin|^. 
It  is  the  request  of  Colonel  Thompson,  that  his 
entire  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  all  the 
field  and  acting  field  officers  engaged,  and  Cap- 
tain W.  P.  Wallace  and  Lieutenant  duties 
Temple,  Aids,  and  Acting  Adjutant  R.  B.  L. 
Soney,  of  the  Third  Kentncky,  oe  specially  ex- 
pressed in  this  report  To  the  deportment  of 
the  Thirty-fifth  Alabama  regiment  he  desires 
attention  to  be  oaUed.  This  regiment,  although 
for  the  first  time  under  fire,  on  the  fifth  instanti 

§  roved  itself  a  worthy  comrade  for  the  Third, 
ixth,  and  Seventh  Kentucky  Tegimente,  who  in 
this  action  sustained  the  enviable  reputation 
won  by  them  on  the  field  of  Shiloh.  Colonel 
Roberteon  would  call  special  attention  to  the 
gallant  conduct  of  Colonel  E.  Crossland  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  K  Goodwin,  who,  the  fijrst 
with  his  regimental  colors  in  hand,  and  the 
second  with  his  hat  on  his  sword,  led  the  bri- 
gade in  the  final  charge.  To  the  reports  of 
regimental  commanders  you  afe  referred  for 
notices  of  gallant  conduct  in  other  members  of 
the  command.  The  medical  staff  deserve  the 
highest  praise  for  their  prompt  and  unceasing 
attention  to  the  wounded. 
By  order  of     % 

6.  C.  HUBBABD, 

Iital«llall^  iDd  A.  A.  O. 

J.   W.  ROBBBTBON, 
Ootonal,  oommandiiic  FInl  Brtgad*,  Second  DlTlifcm. 

BEPOBT  OF  COLONEL  H.  W.  ALLEN. 

Ear  Bktom  Ronva,  Aogast  19,  IMS. 

Ocmtam  Btuskner,  Assistant  A^utanl^Ghnerai: 
Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  instant,  in 
pursuance  to  orders  of  Brigadier-General  Rng- 
gles,  I  formed  the  Second  brigade,  Second  divi- 
sion, in  line  of  battle ;  the  left  of  the  brigade 
resting  upon  Bernard's  fence,  in  the  rear  of  Ma- 
gruder's  institute,  and  the  right  resting  upon 
the  First  brigade.  On  the  right  was  placed 
Colonel  Breaux,  of  the  Thirteenth  Louisiana; 
on  the  left,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hunter,  of  the 
Fourth  Louisiana,  and  in  the  centre  was  the 
battalion  of  Lieutenan^Colonel  Boyle.  At  dawn 
of  (kty  I  received  orders  to  advance.  The  bri- 
gade was  put  ix#  motion  and  advanced  steadily 
through  thick  woods,  underbrush,  corn-fields, 
and  picket-fences.  In  the  midst  of  ihe  forest 
we  encountered  a  battery  supported  by  infan- 
try. We  halted  and  deUvered  several  volleys 
in  quick  succession.  The  enemy  fled  in  every 
direction,  taking  off  his  artillery  with  him.  We 
started  in  pursuit,  and  after  considerable  desul- 
tory firing  upon  the  retreating  foe,  I  discovered 
a  battery  on  the  extreme  left  (said  to  be  Mim- 
en's),  supported  by  a  large  amount  of  infantry. 
It  was  evident  that  this  was  a  flanking  move- 
ment, and  required  my  immediate  attention.  I 
ordered  a  movement  to  be  made  to  the  left,  and 
advanced  in  the  direction  of  the  battery.  At 
the  command  '^charge,"  the  whole  brigade 
raised  a  shout  and  made  as  gallant  a  charge  aB 
was  ever  witnessed.  Here  I  fell,  my  legs  tern* 
bly  shattered  with  oanister-shot    What  tnoa* 
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pired  after  this  on  the  hattle-field  I  do  not  know. 
Tiie  loss  of  blood  and  extreme  pafn  had  ren- 
dered me  almost  senseless.  To  my  successor 
in  command  I  must  refer  you  for  further  par- 
ticulars of  the  fight  The  officers  and  soldiers 
of  this  brigade  fought  with  much  gallantry, 
and,  with  few  exceptions,  did  their  duty  nobly. 
I  have  been  informed  that,  upon  my  fall,  the 
brigade  could  not  be  rallied.  This  has  soften 
happened  with  the  best  of  troops  and  the 
bravest  veterans,  and  should  not  attach  any  dis- 
grace to  the  soldiers.  No  one  charges  that  the 
brigade  retreated  from  the  enemy,  or  even  re- 
tired from  the  place  of  danger.  The  enemy  had 
been  whipped,  and  had  fled  in  everv  direction. 
CJaptain  Semmes*  battery  came  8p,  fired  a  few 
rounds  upon  the  retreating  fo^,  and  all  was 
over.  To  my  Adjutant,  Lieutenant  B.  W.  Clarke, 
and  to  my  voluntary  aid,  Lieutenant  H.  H. 
Walsh,  I  am  much  indebted.  They  performed 
their  duties  with  great  gallantry,  coolness,  and 
bravery.  Captain  Blount  was  assigned  to  duty 
as  Inspector  of  the  brigade.  During  the  journey 
firom  Camp  Moore  he  lost  his  horse,  and  had 
been  relieved  from  duty  as  Inspector  by  the 
commanding  General.  He,  however  secured  a 
horse,  and,  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  reported 
himself  for  duty  to  me.  I  gave  him,  from  time 
to  time,  several  orders  to  execute,  which  he  did 
in  a  very  prompt  and  gallant  manner.  I  see  that 
he  is  reported  a  prisoner  in  New  Orleans.  This 
is  a  mystery  to  me.  Many  acts  of  individual 
heroism  came  under  my  eye,  and  I  shall  ever 
feel  proud  that  I  had  the  honor  to  command  the 
second  brigade  in  the'batUe  of  Baton  Rou^e. 
Among  all  the  officers  and  men  who  distin- 
guished themselves  in  that  battle,  I  shall  men- 
tion only  one  by  name,  tliat  is  private  Cedars,  of 
the  West  Feliciaua  Rifles,  Fourth  regiment 
Louisiana.  He  took  the  colors  from  me  as  I 
fell,  and  at  the  same  moment  received  a  terrible 
wound  in  the  thigh. 

With  respect,  I  am,  truly, 

Your  obedient  servant^ 

H.  W.  Allbx, 

Colonel,  oommuiding  Second  brigade  Second  dlTieion. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  G.  A^BREAUX. 

Hbadquahtkbs  Sioohd  BuaiD^  ) 
Camp  nbar  Coiane  Rmm,  Augiut  8, 1802.  j 

Lieuteruxnt  L,  D.  Sandidge,  Acting  Assistcmt 
Acfjukmt  and  Inspedor-Gfeneral : 

Sib  :  Colonel  H.  W.  Allen,  commander  of  the 
Second  brigade.  Second  division,  having  fallen 
towards  the  dose  of  the  action  of  the  fifm  May, 
1862,  it  becomes  my  duty,  as  next  in  command, 
to  make  the  report,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  en- 
abled me  to  do  so.  My  attention  was  exclu- 
sively directed  to  the  action  of  Uie  Thirtieth 
Louisiana  regiment,  which  I  commanded  until 
the  fell  of  the  Colonel  commanding. 

At  4}i  o'clock  ▲.  M.,  our  line  was  formed  on 
the  ex^eme  left  of  the  forces,  in  a  point  of 
woods  adjoining  open  and  cultivated  fields. 
The  ground  was  broken.  We  advanced  in 
ooiyunction  with  the  entire  line*    As  we  were 


about  passing  out  of  a  little  field,  we  met  the 
enemy,  who  at  once  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  us, 
which  wo  returned  with  good  effect,  since,  in  a 
few  minutes,  they  fle(i  before  us.  We  were 
ordered  "forward."  As  the  extreme  right  of 
the  brigade  was  advancing  on  a  line  parallel  to 
a  fence,  behind  which  sharpshooters  lay  in  am- 
bush, harassing  our  flank,  the  Thirtieth  Louis- 
iana was  constantly  called  on  to  dislodge 
them,  which  it  did  by  occasional  fires.  We 
soon  discovered  that  the  enemy  were  in  con- 
siderable force  behind  a  fence,  awaiting  our  ap- 
proach, at  a  point  from  which  they  fired  on  our 
line  at  an  angle  of  about  forty-five  d^rees.  We 
faced  the  Thirtieth  regiment  to  them  and  soon 
silenced  them  by  a  well  kept  up  and  directed 
fire.  Meanwhile  the  Fourth  regiment  and 
Boyd's  battalion  advanced,  driving,  also,  all 
obstacles  before  them.  It  became  apparent 
that  the  exact  location  of  a  battery  of  the  enemy 
planted  in  our  front,  was  not  known,  the  fog 
was  too  thick  to  enable  us  to  see  well.  We, 
however,  advanced,  having  changed  the  direc- 
tion of  the  line  to  the  left  The  fire  of  the  ene- 
my soon  revealed  its  exact  position,  and  to  the 
charge,  was  sounded.  ,  The  entire  brigade  ail- 
vanced  at  a  double-quick,  and  in  gooa  order, 
notwithstanding  the  galling  fire  poured  into 
our  lines.  The  gallant  Colonel  AUen,  whose 
bravery  cannot  be  too  much  extolled,  flew  at 
the  head  of  the  men,  flag  in  hand,  on  to  the 
battery,  and  was  soon  in  possession  of  its  guns, 
surrounded  by  his  men,  while  the  ri^ht  drov^ 
the  infantry  away  by  a  destructive  hre.  Un- 
fortunately, Colonel  Allen  was  wounded,  and  the 
shock  was  terrible  among  tlie  men  of  the  Fourth 
regiment,  whose  confidence  seemed  to  repose 
mainly  on  him,  and  they  withdrew  in  disorder, 
bearing  away  their  wounded  chief.  At  a  short 
distance  I  rallied  them  partially  on  the  line 
formed  by  the  regiment,  on  the  right  of  the 
brigade,  but  to  no  good,  since  enough  could  not 
be  gathered  |o  push  on  our  advantage.  Some 
time  previous  to  this  chaise,  ss  I  infex  from  not 
seeing  him  in  it,  Colonel  S.  Boyd  had  been 
wounded  and  removed  from  the  field.  His  bat- 
talion, stripped  of  its  influence,  did  not  rally 
after  the  first  charge  on  the  battery.  Previous 
to  this,  the  troops  had  all  behaved  with  great 
gallantry.  It  now  became  evident  that  fatigue 
and  thirst  were  overpowering  our  men;  they 
could  scarcely  answer  the  appeals  made  to  them 
by  courageous  men,  to  whose  names  justice  will 
be  done  by  those  who  witnessed  their  conduct 
throughout,  and  which  I  cannot  give,  as  I  only 
saw  them  there  for  the  first  time.  At  this  time 
a  second  Federal  battery  entered  the  field,  and 
was  opportunely  met  by  a  section  of  Captain 
Semmes'  Confederate  States  battery.  It  affords 
me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  cool  and 
effective  response  made  by  Captain  Semmes  arid 
Lieutenant  West,  whom  the  Fourth  and  Thir- 
tieth Louisiana  regiments  fell  back  to  supp<irt 
in  this  encounter.  After  a  brief  and  quick  fire 
of  the  opposing  batteries,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  withdniw,  and  the  infantry  left  with  it   From 
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th.iB  time  there  waa  no  more  fighting  on  the  left 
Coming  into  command  of  the  brigade  at  the  close 
of  the  battle,  and  after  it  became  disorganized,  I 
am  unable  to  give  any  particulars  beyond  those 
'which  refer  to  my  regiment  I  cannot  close, 
however,  without  bearing  witness  to  the  bravery 
and  gallantry  of  Colonel  Allen,  so  conspicuous 
tousalL 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  Bbbaux, 

Oolonel,  oommaniUDg  Second  Brigade. 


HiAXiQUiBnu  TteBnxn  La.  Suvmi  RiuunHT, 
Ik  Caxp  9MMM  OomxH  Riynu 


} 


ZdeutencpU  L,  D.  Sandidge,  Acting  Assistant 
A<^tU€mt-Oeneral : 

Bib  :  For  the  action  of  my  regiment  in  gen- 
eral, during  the  battle  of  the  fifth  of  August,  at 
Baton  Rouge,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  report 
circomstances  have  compelled  me  to  make  in 
the  stead  of  GoloTiel  Allen.  For  troops  who 
had  never  been  under  fire  before,  the  Thirtieth 
Louisiana  acted  with  great  bravery  and  gallan- 
try. Conspicuous  among  the  officers  who  dis- 
tinguished themselves,  I  take  pleasure  in  men- 
tioning Captain  Trepagnier,  who  lost  his  life  in 
all  probability,  and  Lieutenant  Dupremnnt,  of 
Picket  c»dets,  who  was  also  wounded.  I  have 
the  satisfaction  of  stating  that  men  and  officers 
were  zealous  in  their  enorts  to  beat  off  a  supe- 
•  rior  force.  The  regiment,  throughout,  rallied 
and  presented  a  good  line  whenever  called  on. 
After  the  partial  disorganization  of  the  brigade, 
which  the  loss  of  its  commander  temporarily 
produced,  and  when  it  became  evident  that  the 
left  must  fall  back,  this  regiment  did  so  in  an 
orderly  manner  and  lyider  orders. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  A.  Brbauz, 
Oolooel,  oommaading  Thirtieth  LoaleUuuk 
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SixiB  Kmtuuri  RmiMBiT  Youjrmaa, ) 
Ooim  Ri?n,  August  7,  1862.        / 

O.'C.  HtMard,  First  Lieutenant,  and  A.  A,  A. 
General: 

Sib  :  Pursuant  to  circular  order,  lust  received, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  part  taken  by  the  Sixth  regiment  Ken- 
tucky volunteers  in  the  battle  of  the  fifth  in- 
stant, and  the  orders  received  from  the  com- 
manding Generals.  This  regiment  occupied  the 
extreme  left  of  the  First  brigade,  Second  divi- 
sion. Colonel  A.  P.  Thompson  commanding,  ^t 
a  little  before  daylight  me  troops  were  drawn' 
up  in  line,  this  regiment  in  the  open  field,  the 
left  resting  about  two  hundred  yards  to  the 
right  of  a  dense  forest,  in  which  Colonel  Allen's 
bHgade  was  formed.  At  daylight  the  command, 
**  forward  *'  was  given  by  General  Ruggles,  and 
we  moved  forward  a  short  distance  and  halted 
by  the  order  of  the  same  officer,  who  was  pres- 


ent in  person.  We  were  very  soon  ordered 
forward  again,  when  we  moved,  encountering 
rough  ground,  hedges,  fences,  ditches,  and  a 
luxuriant  growth  of  weeds  and  grass,  altogether 
rendering  even  tolerable  alignment  and  steady 
marching  impossible.  Passing  on  over  this 
character  of  ground  for  nearly  one  mile,  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  fired  on  us,  doing  no  in- 
jury, but  falling  back  as  we  advanced,  until  we 
arrived  immediately  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
camp.  Here  he  eneaged  us  warmly  from  a 
strong  position  in  a  heavy  forest,  but  charging 
forward  we  drove  him  from  his  position,  and 
my  regiment  passed  nearly  through  the  camp, 
when  we  pbserved  a  battery  on  our  left,  say 
one  hundred  yards,  and  a  litde  in  front  This 
battery  was  nearly  silenced  by  an  obUque  fire 
from  my  left  wing,  and  would  have  been  easily 
taken  but  for  the  fact  that  the  right  of  the  bri- 
gade was  retiring.  Seeing  no  cause  for  the 
retreat  on  account  of  any  movement  or  fire  of 
the  enemy,  my  reeiment  was  ordered  back,  pre- 
suming the  brigade  was  ordered  to  retire,  which 
I  since  leamea  to  have  been  the  case.  This 
retreat  enabled  the  enemy  to  regain  his  battery, 
which  he  did  promptly,  and  opened  a  furious 
fire  with  grape,  canister,  and  snrapnell,  on  our 
flank.  From  the  nearness  of  the  guns,  he  did 
no  serious  damage.  We  continued  to  move  to 
the  rear  some  two  hundred  yards,  when  we 
re-formed  and  returned  to  a  fence  in  front  of  a 
graveyard,  where  we  halted  and  opened  fire  on 
the  enemy  who  had  reformed  ana  reoccupied 
his  original  position;"from  which  we  Imd  just 
driven  him.  This  position  both  parties  held 
with  ereat  stubbornness,  and  an  ahnoat  inces- 
sant fre  was  kept  up  for  one  hour.  At  this 
Slace  I  sustained  nearly  all  the  loss  of  the  day. 
[y  position  was  very  much  exposed  during 
this  time,  having  no  shelter  but  a  thin  picket- 
fence,  and  being  on  ground  elevated  some  eigh- 
teen inches  above  any  ground  in  front  between 
my  line  and  the  enemy.  This  position  was 
maintained  until  an  order  to  charge  was  given, 
and  the  enemy  driven  under  his  gunboats,  when 
the  regiment  returned  with  the  brigade  to  camp, 
having  sustained  a  loss  of  five  killed  and  sev- 
enty-three wounded,  several  mortally.  I  can- 
not allow  this  opportunity  to  pass  without  re- 
turning my  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  regiment  for  the  eallant  manner  in  which 
they  bore  themselves  during  the  whole  engage- 
ment. From  a  want  of  commissioned  officers,  I 
caused  the  eight  companies  of  the  regiment  to 
be  consolidated  into  four  companies,  placed 
respectively  under  Captains  Isaac  Smith,  Utter- 
back,  and  "rhomas  G.  Page,  and  First  Lieutenant 
Frank  Hamed.  It  is  proper  for  me  to  say  that 
I  was  not  in  the  last  charge,  having  been  car- 
ried off  the  field  too  much  exhanstea  and  over- 
come to  be  able  to  go  forward. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  H.  CorsR, 
Ookmel,  commMidtng  Bizth  Kratacky  Bf^glmaat 
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BiAMiD^Bnu  SBTiimi  KurrucKT  RaoimR,  \ 

August  T|  IMS.        i 

2^'tfute»Min<  G^.  C  Eubbard,  A.  A.  A.  General: 

Ldcutknamt  :  In  obedience  to  an  order  from 
your  officer,  I  return  the  following  statements  of 
the  action  of  my  regiment  in  the  battle  at 
Baton  Rouge,  on  the  fifth.  The  brigade  was 
formed  in  an  open  field,  and  ordered  to  **  march 
forward.**  My  regiment  croBsed  ai  lawn  into  a 
field,  and  received  a  fire  from  the  enemy's  akir- 
miahers,  when  we  were  ordered  to  charge.  The 
skirmishers  were  routed  and  the  regiment  halt- 
ed in  a  pea  patch  and  ordered  to  1^  down.  Here 
wereceiveaa  heavy  fire,  wounding  tbree  men. 
We  were  again  ordered  to  forward  and  to 
charge,  which  order  was  executed  in  eallant 
style.  Passing  over  the  ground  occupied  by  the 
enemy,  we  saw  the  bodiee  of  two  dead  and 
three  wounded.  Another  charge  brought  ub  into 
a  road  near  the  enemy's  camp,  through  which 
we  charged,  and  were  halted  and  ordered  to  fall 
back  by  Captain  Buckner,  of  General  Breckin- 
ridee's  stafif,  who  received  the  order  from  Gen- 
eral Clark,  which  would  have  been  done  in  or- 
der, but  for  a  regiment  in  advance  of  our  right, 
which  broke  in  wild  confusion  through  my  reg- 
iment)  which  caught  the  panic  and  retired  dis- 
orderly for  a  short  distance.  Aided,  however, 
by  the  coolness  of  my  company  officers  and  Ad- 
jutant, 1  succeeded  prompuy  in  rallying  and  re- 
forming them  in  front  of  the  road.  Colonel 
Thompson  ordered  me  to  fidl  back  to  the  road, 
where  we  opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  then  ad- 
vancing from  their  camps,  and  kept  it  up  briskly 
for  an  nour.  The  energy  advanced  cautiously 
from  their  camp,  under  cover  of  a  grove  of  tim- 
ber, with  the  evident  intention  of  turning  our  left 
flank.  I  saw  two  lines  of  infantry,  with  oavakr 
in  the  rear.  They  charged,  and  the  Thirty-fiith 
Alabama  regiment  opened  and  kept  up  a  hot 
fire  from  our  left,  which  broke  the  enemy's 
lines,  and  they  retired  in  confusion.  Our  ammu* 
nition  was  nearly  exhausted,  the  wagons  not 
having  come  np.  General  Breckinric^  came 
up  on  our  right,  and  I  reported  the  want  of 
ammunition  to  him,  and  he  ordered  me  to  charge 
the  camp  with  my  regiment  and  the  Third  Ken- 
tucky. We  went  through  the  camp  and  were 
halted  by  Captain  Buclmer,  and  ordered  to  re- 
tire, which  was  done  in  good  order.  Captain 
Buckner,  by  order  of  Greneral  Breckinridge,  or- 
dered my  regiment  to  remain  and  support  a  sec- 
tion of  Semmes'  battery,  which  was  posted  and 
remained  to  protect  those  engiu^ed  in  recovery 
of  the  wounded  and  retreat  of  the  stragglers. 
Captain  Weas  Jetton,  with  five  men,  was  sent 
back  to  fire  the  camps.  A  cloud  of  smoke  soon 
told  that  his  mission  of  desfaruction  had  been 
faithfully  executed.  He  reports  the  burning  of 
large  quantities  of  commissary  stores  and  quar- 
termaster stores,  together  with  numerous  boxes 
of  guns  and  valuable  camp  equipage.  With  a 
single  exception,  tde  offioera  bore  themselves 
galkntly,  and  too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise 


of  the  conduct  of  the  lAen.  Our  infirmary  corps 
k^t  close  at  our  heels,  and  promptly  remoTed 
and  took  care  of  the  wounded. 

I  beg  to  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of  Jo- 
seph Rollins,  our  color-b^irer. 

EdWABD  ChtOSSLAKB, 
OmoBfll,  oominaiMUng  SerffDOi  Keatadcy  RigtaMBb 

REPORT  OF  USDTENiirr-OOLONEL  &  K.  BUHTOL. 

Gaiff  nuB  OoMRi,        1 
AOfWC  7,1802./ 

(hhnel  O.  A.  BrmnusT 

Sir  :  At  nine  o'clock  p.  x.,  of  the  fourth  in- 
stant, pursuant  to  orders,  I  mardied  the  Fourth 
Louisiana  regiment,  left  in  front,  from  this 
place  in  the  direction  of  Baton  Rouge.  Jxtml 
before  daylight  I  waa  ordered,  to  halt  in  an 
open  field.  Only  a  few  minutes  elapsed  before 
firing  began  between  our  pickets  and  those  of 
the  enemy.  We  were  then  ordered  to  fall  l»ck 
behind  a  hedge,  where  we  remained  a  very 
short  ^hile,  when  we  recrossed  die  hedge  and 
marched  by  the  left  flank  through  a  narrow 
strip  of  wood  to  a  field,  enclosed  by  a  thick  and 
impassable  hedge  fence.  Here  we  formed  our 
line  of  battle,  and  were  joined  by  the  remainder 
of  the  brigade.  The  word  "forward'*  waa 
given,  and  all  moved  off  in  gallant  style.  We 
nad  not  proceeded  far  when  we  received  a  de- 
sultory fire  from  the  enemy,  which  was  promptly 
and  effectively  returned,  causing  the  enemy  to 
retire.  The  advance  continued,  with  occasional 
firing,  until  we  reached  an  open  field  on  our  left. 
Here  the  enemy  was  discovered  in  considerable 
force  in  front  and  to  the  left  We  were  marched 
bv  the  left  flank  until  our  brigade  had  nearly 
cleared  the  woods,  when  we  med  to  die  left. 
The  Fourth  Louisiana  had  thus  filed  expecting 
to  meet  the  enemy  at  right  angles  to  our  orig- 
inal line,  when  a  battery  opened  on  us  to  our 
right  and  in  front  of  the  original  line.  The  or- 
der was  given  to  charee  this  battery,  which  waa 
done  in  gallant  al^le,  the  brigade  being  in  a  sort 
of  wedge-shape,  gradually  assuming  a  line  aa  it 
approacned  the  batterv.  A  heavy  and  galling 
fire  was  kept  up  on  us  by  the  enemy,  who  were 
concealed  in  tne  rear  of  the  batteir.  When 
within  a  few  paces  of  the  guns  of  the  enemy. 
Colonel  Allen,  who  was  in  front,  bearing  die  col- 
ors of  one  battalion  of  the  brigade,  waa  Beveraly 
wounded,  and  fell  from  his  horse.  Seeing  faim 
fall  the  line  ialtered,  and  finally  gave  way,  the 
troops  on  the  right  and  centre  giving  way  first. 
The  brigade  retired  in  confiimon  aoroaa  tfas 
field,  through  which  it  had  so  ffalkuitly  ad- 
vanced. Here,  alter  some  litde  dday,  my  regi- 
ment was  re-formed  and  remamad  ao  for  soiae 
time.  No  order  to  advance  was  given.  A  ae&> 
tion  of  Semmes*  battery  came  up  and  prepaied 
for  action  on  our  right  and  the  left  of  die  bri- 
gade. We  were  ordered  to  form  in  its  rear  to 
support  it.  After  great  exertion  a  line  waa  paz^ 
tiaily  formed,  but  at  thia  point  the  enemy's  ar- 
tillery  opened  on  us  at  abort  ranges  The  right 
again  flgive  way,  followed  n^idly  by  the  whole 
line.    The  troops,  exhausted  by  fatigue  and  cfy- 
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ing  for  water,  were  tlirowD  into  niter  confusion, 
and  all  attempts  to  rally  them  were  fruitless. 
From  this  time  no  more  fighting  was  done  by 
our  brigade. 

I  would  not  close  this  report  without  men- 
tioning among  the  names  oi  those  among  my 
officers  who  were  conspicuous  for  gaUautr^  on 
the  field,  Lieutenant  Gorkem,  who  was  in  com- 
mand of  Company  B;  Lieutenant  Jeter,  Com- 
pany F ;  8ergeant>Major  Daniels,  and  Adjutant 
Clark.  I  hear  of  others  who  distinguished 
themselves,  but  only  these  came  under  my  espe- 
cial observation. 

Respectfolly  submitted, 

8.  E.  Hunter 

Lientenant-Ookmel,  eommanding  Foorth  LoatoiaoA. 

BEFOBT  OF  UEDISNAKT-OOLONEL  TOM  SHIELDS. 

Iv  m  Vau>,  Aagmt  7«  18S2. 

Lieutenant  L.  Z>.  Sandidgey  G.  8.  A.,  A.  A.  A. 
and  InspeeUn^QeneraL : 

Sib  :  For  the  information  of  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Ruggles.  conmianding  Second  division,  I  beg 
leave  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  detachment  under  my  command,  in 
tiie  battle  of  Baton  Rouge : 

In  obedience  to  orders,  I  proceeded,  with  a 
section  of  Semmes'  Confederate  States  artillery, 
under  command  of  T.  E.  Fauntleroy,  two  com- 
panies of  infantry  (coinpany  E,  Sumter  Thirtieth 
Louisiana  regiment.  Captain  Roger  T.  Boyle, 
and  Beaver  Greek  rifles,  Cftptain  Amickor),  and 
one  company,  of  mounted  partisan  rangers,  Cap- 
tain Beckham,  the  whole  numbering  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  rank  and  file,  at  about  four 
and  a  half  p.  m.,  the  fourth  inst,  to  take  position 
on  the  Clinton  plank  road,  there  to  engage  the 
enemy,  supposea  to  be  posted,  with  a  battery 
of  artillery,  at  the  junction  of  that  and  the 
B^you  Sara  road.  After  a  fatiguing  night's 
march,  we  reached  that  desired  point  just  at 
dawn  of  day  of  fifth  inst,  prepared  to  execute 
orders  at  the  given  signal — ^the  firing  of  small 
aims  by  the  main  body  on  my  left  ExacHy  at 
four  and  a  half  ▲.  m.,  the  sound  of  musketry 
being  distinctly  audible,  I  ordered  the  advance, 
at  double<]uick,  of  the  entire  command,  having 
previously  dismounted  the  rangers,  with  a  view 
to  greater  efficiency.  The  enemy's  pickets  fled 
precipitately  at  our  approach,  leaving  accoutre- 
m^ts  and  equipments  nanging  to  the  posts  and 
wtJls  of  the  nouse  where  they  were  stationed, 
and  on  the  trees  immediately  around  it,  and 
sought  shelter  in  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the 
Bayou  Sara  road,  ^nii^  which  they  fired  one 
feeble  volley,  but  immediately  retreated  in  con- 
fusion in  the  direction  of  the  arsenaL  The  in- 
fantry was  now  posted  in  a  corn-field  on  the 
right  of  a  street  leading  to  a  F^end  camp,  with 
instructions  to  advance  closely  in  support  of  the 
artiUery,  which  was  placed  at  the  same  time  in 
raking  position  at  the  head  of  the  same  street. 
The  enemy  here  appeared  in  force,  two  regi- 
Dnents  of  in&ntry  disputing  our  further  advance. 
The  artillery  openingr  obliquely  on  the  camp, 
enabled  us,  by  its  wdl-directed  fire,  to  advance 
within  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  the  camps 


of  the  Fourteentii  Ifeine  regiment  (judged  to  be 
so  bv  papers,  etc.,  found  subsequent  in  the 
tentsj ;  a^in  opening  a  rapid  fire  of  artillery  in 
the  direction  of  this  camp,  we  maintained  our 
position  until  the  infantry,  suffering  before  the 
overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy,  were 
compeUed  to  fall  back,  and  some  four  horses  of 
the  section  becoming  unmanageable  and  un- 
serviceable from  wounds  received,  I  consented 
to  the  withdrawal  of  the  section  to  tiie  junction 
of  the  roads  above  mentioned,  there  to  await 
reinforcements  from  the  main  body,  then  seen 
to  be  advancing  in  our  direction.  In  this  new 
position  we  were  unfortunately  taken  for  the 
enemy,  aqd  fired  upon,  but  luckily  without 
casudty  of  any  kind.  Disengaging  the  disabled 
horses,  and  8appl3ing  their  places  with  others, 
the  section  was  again  placed  in  position,  where 
it  was  kept  until  the  tennination  of  tiie  engage- 
ment The  infantry  force  under  my  command 
was  attached,  by  order,  to  the  Twenty-second 
Mississippi  regiment  on  the  arrival  of  that  regi- 
ment in  we  field,  leaving  me  with  the  artillery, 
where  I  remained  until  relieved  by  one  of  tiie 
staff  of  Bfajor-General  Breckinridge,  upon  the 
withdrawal  of  the  army.  I  cannot  speak  too 
highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  men  of  the  com- 
mand, artillery  and  infantry,  and  bee  to  com- 
mend to  favorable  notice  the  officers  of  company 
£,  Sumter  raiment  (Thirtieth  Louisiana),  Cap- 
tarn  Boyle,  Lieutenant  H.  C.  Wright,  D.  C. 
Byerly,  and  William  B.  Ghippendall,  for  gallant 
behavior.  To  Lieutenant  T.  K.  Fauntleroy, 
commanding  section  of  artillery,  I  am  indebted 
for  valuable  services ;  his  conduct  throughout 
being  marked  with  coolness  and  decision,  and 
worttiy  of  the  highest  praise.  His  artillery,  as 
efficient  as  it  was,  would  have  been  more  so  but 
for  the  inferiority  of  the  friction  primers,  nine 
out  of  ten  of  which  proving  worthless,  rendering 
the  working  of  the  nieces,  at  times,  difficult  and 
unsatisfactory.  Of  the  casualties,  I  have  to 
mention  the  following:  In  the  Beaver  Creek 
Rifles,  Lieutenant  Amicker,  severely  wounded 
in  the  shoulder ;  Sergeant  Wilson,  wounded  in 
the  hand,  slightly ;  private  J.  L.  Ferryman,  in 
the  back,  dlingeronsiy.  In  Fauntieroy's  section 
of  artillery.  Sergeant  Bellum,  severely  wounded, 
and  four  horses  killed.  In  conclusion,  I  have  to 
state  thai  my  object  was  to  obey  to  the  letter 
instructions  received,  and  every  effort  was  made 
on  my  i>art  to  that  end,  and  but  for  the  inade- 
quacy of  my  force,  I  believe  more  important 
results  could  have  been  obtained.  I  hope  what 
we  have  been  able  to  accomplish  may  meet  the 
approval  of  the  General  commanding. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Tov  Shiblds. 

liMiteiunUXdmd,  SoBtcr  Tbirileth  LcmtelaoA  regtmcnt, 
RQX)BT  OF  OOLONKL  J.  H.  ROBEBTSOK. 


*  ) 


HiAoqpAHm  TmaTt'Wiwm  Ala.  Voul 
Gaxp  ok  Otnon  Bitbr, 
August 

Captain  L,  D.  Sandidge,  A.  A,  A.  Chneral  Seo- 
end  Division: 
I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report 
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of  the  part  taken  in  the  action  of  the  fifth  in- 
stant, by  the  Thirty-fifth  regiinent  of  Alabama 
volunteers,  up  to  the  moment  I  was  relieved  of 
the  command  of  the  regiment  by  assuming  com- 
mand of  the  brigade.  Before  leaving  the 
Gomite  River,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  consoli- 
date certain  companies  in  which  there  were  but 
few  men,  and  in  two  instances  no  commissioned 
officer,  the  regiment  havine  been  decimated  by 
sickness,  and  accordingly  divided  the  regiment, 
onlv  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  strone,  rank 
and  file,  into  four  companies,  placing  tnem  in 
command  of  the  following  officers,  from  right  to 
left,  in  the  order  named:  Caj^tain  S.  S.  Ives, 
Lieutenant  Thomas  K  EUett,  Oaptain  John  S. 
Dickson,  and  Lieutenant  S.  D.  Stewart  The 
regiment  thus  organized,  occupied  the  left  cen- 
tre of  the  brigade,  and  kept  this  position  durine 
the  action,  passing  immediately  to  the  front  of 
the  line  first  formed  on  the  common,  over  and 
through  many  obstacles,  to  a  position  near  the 
river,  when  the  fight  ended.  The  regiment 
never  having  been  under  fire,  much  anxiety  was 
felt,  by  both  myself  and  the  brigade  commander, 
as  to  the  probable  effect  upon  me  men  of  a  close 
fire  of  musketry.  I  am  highly  gratified  to  say 
that  never  once  did  the  regiment,  men  or  officers, 
falter ;  but  when  ordered  to  charge  did,  on  three 
occasions,  bear  themselves  most  gallantly,  and 
once  obstinately  held,  for  an  honr,  a  position  ex- 
posed to  a  fire  from  overwhelming  numbers.  On 
reaching  the  first  encampment  of  ihe  enemy,  in 
the  third  charge  made  by  the  brigade,  tibis  regi- 
ment passed  entirely  through  the  camp«  driving 
the  enemy  before  them,  when,  on  looking  to  the 
right  and  rear,  I  found  my  .command  was  not 
supported,  but  the  right  wing  was  falling  back 
to  cover.  Receiving  no  order,  and  fearing  the 
enemy  would  attempt  to  flank  the  left  wine,  I 
immediately  ordered  the  regiment  to  retire,  Do- 
ing followed  in  the  movement  by  the  Fifth  Ken- 
tucky on  the  left,  and  formed  line  of  battle  on 
the  right  of  the  cemetery  in  which  the  Sixth 
Kentucky  was  formed.  The  re^giments  were 
immediately  moved  forward,  and  checked  the 
advancing  enemy  by  heavy  firing.  Being  called 
to  command  tlie  brigade,  I,  at  this  *time,  turned 
over  the  regiment  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Good- 
win, who  reports  its  fur^er  action.  I  desire  to 
say  that  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  E.  €k)odwin,  my  only  associate  field 
officer,  for  the  coolness  and  gallantry  displayed 
by  him  during  the  action.  The  officers  com- 
manding the  companies  were  conspicuous  for 
coolness  and  courage.  Dr.  J.  F.-rDelany,  a  private 
of  Company  D,  was  detailed  to  act  as  Assistaoit 
Surgeon,  during  the  action,  and  deserves  partio- 
nlar  mention,  he  being  up  with  the  regiment  at 
all  times,  caring  for  the  wounded  and  encourag- 
ing the  men.  I  respectfully  ask  that  Dr.  Delany 
be  discharged,  that  I  may  contract  with  him  as 
Assistant  Surgeon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  n.  ROBBBTSON, 
Oolone],  Tblrty-Afth  Bflf im«n(  AlAbama  VoloDteen. 


HiADQUiKins  Van  ftiwAnc.  I 
AngoMt  S,  180IL         i 

Captain  L.  D.  Sandidge,  A.  A,  A,  Cfenerai 
Second  Divuion : 
Captain  :  Colonel  Robertson  desires  me  to  say 
that  he  wishes  to  amend  his  brigade  report  by 
stating  that  Major  Jo^n  Throckmorton,  A.  Q.  M^ 
rendered  very  efficient  service  in  taking  off  the 
wounded  from  the  field,  showing  great  feariess- 
ness  of  personal  danger  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties.  ^ 

G.  C  HUBBABO, 

A.  A.  A.  G«BflnL 

REFOBT  OF  UEDTENAMT-OOLONEL  GOODWDf. 

Hbaoquarbrs  TBmr-Firm  RKDMfirr  AMmiii  Toul,  \ 
Camp  oir  Ooaiin  Rms,  AaguBt  7,  1898.         / 

LietOenani  Geo.  C.  Hubbard,  A.  A.  A.  O.  FHr$i 
Regiment,  Second  Division : 

Liedtenakt:  Colonel  J.  W.  Robertson,  who 
had  so  gallantly  led  on  the  Thirty-fifth  Alabama 
in  two  separate  charges,  having  been  called  to 
the  command  of  the  brigade.  Colonel  A.  P. 
Thompson  bavin?  been  seriously  wonnded 
while  dieering  on  his  men,  the  command  of  the 
Thirty-fifth  AkHama  was  handed  over  to  me. 

I  held  the  position  which  we  were  ordered  to 
maintain,  by  Colonel  J.  W.  Robertson,  in  front 
of  the  enemy's  encampments,  for  more  than  an 
hour,  all  the  while  under  the  most  galling  fire  of 
the  enemy.  I  learned  that  the  enemy,  both 
infantry  and  cavalry,  were  drawn  up  in  line  of 
battle  on  my  left,  as  if  preparing  to  charge  over 
line  on  the  right  I,  therefore;  directed  my 
command  to  fire  upon  them,  when,  after  three 
well-directed  volleys,  the  enemy  fled  precipi- 
tately. A  charge  was  imme4iately  ordered  by 
Major-General  Breckinridge.  We  promptly  re- 
plica to  the  command,  driving  the  enemy  from 
their  encampments,  under  cover  of  their  gun- 
boats, when  the  order  was  given  to  fall  back  for 
ammunition. 

I  desire  especially  to  call  attention  to  the  zeal 
and  daring  of  the  men,  both  officers  and  pri- 
vates, nnder  mv  command — ^the  last  chaige 
having  been  maoe  without  around  of  cartridges 
on  hand. 

Very  respectfully, 

Edward  Goodwht, 

LlenteoMit-Oolonel,  oommandln^  Thirtjr-flTth  Regtment  Aiab^ 
ma  Volimteen. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  J.  B.  BOWMAN. 


Hbaoqoaksm  Tbibd  Ksrtccxt 

Aoffst  7, 1882. 


} 


Oeorge  C,  Huthard,  Lieutenant  and  A,  A.  A, 
Oenerai: 

Libutrnant:  In  obedience  to  an  order  from 
your  office,  I  return  the  following  statement  of 
the  action  of  the  Third  Kentucky  regiment  in 
the  battle  of  Baton  Ronge,  on  the  fifth : 

The  brigade  was  formed  in  an  open  field,  the 
Third  Kentucky  regiment  on  the  right  flank,  and 
ordered  to  march  forward.  The  Tnird  erased 
a  lawn  into  a  field,  received  a  fire  from  the  ene> 
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xny's  skirmishers,  when  we  were  ordered  to 
charge.  The  skirmishers  were  routed,  and  the 
regiment  halted  in  a  "pea  patch,"  and  ordered 
to  lie  down  here.  We  received  a  heavj  fire, 
killing  one  man  and  wounding  five  men.  We 
^ere  again  ordered  forward  ana  to  charge,  which 
order  was  executed  in  gallant  style.  Passing 
over  the  ground  occupied  by  the  enemy,  we 
eaw  the  bodies  of  a  few  dead  of  our  enemy. 
Another  charge  brought  us  into  a  road  near  the 
enemy's  camp,  throagn  which  we  charged  and 
halted,  and  remained  for  some  time ;  and  seeing 
that  our  line,  to  the  left,  was  not  up  on  line  with 
us,  I  placed  Gaptain  Edwards  in  command  tem- 
porarily, until  I  went  to  the  rear  to  see  where 
to  form  the  line,  with  instructions  to  remain  in 
position  until  I  could  return.  After  obtaining 
the  necessary  information,  I  started  on  my  re- 
turn, with  the  regiment  falling  back  in  good 
order.  When  I  demanded  to  know  why  the 
regiment  was  doing  so,  I  was  informed  it  was 
by  order  of  Brigadier-General  Clark.  I  then 
resumed  command  and  formed  on  line  with  the 
brigade.  Soon  Colonel  Thompson  ordered  me 
to  fall  back  to  a  cut  in  the  road,  which  order 
was  promptly  executed.  We  remained  in  this 
position  for  nearly  one  hour,  firing  nearly  thirty 
rounds  of  anunumtion  at  the  enemy,  at  times  they 
being  in  short  range  of  our  rifles.  The  reel- 
ment  was  then  ordered  to  charge  forward,  by 
Colonel  Grossland,  which  order  was  promptly 
executed,  and  again  we  passed  through  their 
encampment,  ana  were  ordered  to  fall  back, 
which  order  was  executed  without  any  confu- 
sion or  excitement  Without  a  single  excep- 
tion, the  officers  of  the  regiment  bore  tliemFelves 
gallantly,  and  tpo  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise 
of  the  conduct  of  the  men.  Our  infirmary  corps 
kept  close  on  our  heels,  and  promptly  removed 
and  took  care  of  our  wounded. 

J.  H.  Bowman, 

Oitlitetii,  ooBunandtag  Third  KeoUicky  reglmeni. 


HiAOQVll 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  TOM  BTNUH. 

■88  BAtXAUOir  OP  iNVAmtT  OP  QTKW JMt*t  LKOOir,  \ 

OoMRi  Brukjii,  August  8, 1802.  / 


Chptain  Morriaon^  A,  A.  A,  O,  Second  Brigade : 

Sir:  I  herewith  submit  the  report  of  the 
participation  of  this  battalion,  under  command 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sam  Boyd,  in  the  action 
of  the  fifth  inst  Its  force  consisted  of  the  fol- 
lowing :  one  field,  three  staffs  and  nine  company 
officers,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety  enlisted 
men.  They  composed  the  centre  of  Colonel 
Allen's  brigade,  the  Thirtieth  Louisiana  regi- 
ment, Colonel  Breaux,  on  the  right,  and  the 
Fourth  Louisiana  regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hunter,  on  the  left.  The  line  of  battle  was 
formed  in  the  woods  back  and  leftward  of  the 
residence  of  Captain  E.  W.  Robinson,  and  about 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  a  central 
portion  of  Baton  Rouge.  As  soon  as  the  line 
was  formed,  it  was  put  in  forward  motion,  feel- 
ing its  way  slowW  through  tall  weeds,  in  the 
moming'B  base,  for  the  enemy's  first  line  of 


force.  Marching  straight  to  the  front  through 
briers,  hedges,  and  over  picket  fences,  the  bri* 
gade  was  halted  in  the  face  of  a  line  of  the  foe 
drawn  up  to  receive  us,  and  after  giving  them 
two  well-directed  volleys,  charged  upon  them» 
when  they  fled.  The  brigade  &ving  paused  a 
few  moments,  resumed  ite  line  as  well  as  the 
nature  of  the  undergrowth  would  permit,  and 
marched  some  two  or  three  hundred  yards  for- 
ward in  a  left  obliqUe  direction.  Receiving 
reports  of  a  battery  of  the  enemy  supported  by 
a  regiment  right  on  our  front,  about  a  hundrea 
and  fifty  yards  distant,  our  commander,  after 
calling  for  three  cheers  for  the  Confederacy, 
ordered  us  to  charge.  Alarmed  at  our  shouts 
and  dash,  the  enemy  broke,  taking  off  their 
battery,  but  leaving  heaps  of  slain  ana  wounded. 
It  was  here  that  Captain  Chinn  fell,  from  a  wound 
in  the  leg,  while  gallantly  responding,  at  the 
head  of  ms  company,  to  Colonel  Allen%  orders. 
Resuming  our  course,  we  soon  found  ourselves 
upon  the  edge  of  an  old  field,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  whicn  is  the  Benton  Ferry  road,  and  the 
enclosure  of  the  race  track.  Square  in  our  front 
was  posted,  along  the  roadside,  a  number  of  the 
enemy's  scirmiBners  or  sharpshooters,  and  to 
their  left  a  battery  was  planted  at  the  mouth  of 
a  street  in  front  of  the  outskirts  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  Baton  Rouge.  A  regiment  (the  Sixth 
Michigan)  supported  the  battery,  and  its  men 
were  placed  behind  tlie  fences  and  houses  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Hookney's.  Colonel  Allen, 
taking  the  colors  of  his  command  in  his  hand, 
rapidly  drew  up  his  command  in  line,  which,  at 
his  call  and  example,  rushed,  under  a  galling  fire 
of  grape,  canister,  and  Minnie,  across  the  field. 
There  was  not  a  shrub,  even  as  a  screen,  upon 
it,  and  over  the  three  hundred  yards  of  that 
open  space  the  foe  sent  many  a  missile  of  death 
and  shaft  of  anguish  within  a  hundred  yards  of 
the  caimon. 

Lieutenant  Causey,  of  Buffington's  company, 
and  commanding  it,  fell,  shot  through  the  brain. 
No  victim  in  this  great  struggle  against  fanati- 
cism and  the  principles  of  rapine  and  spolia- 
tion, leaves  to  bis  family  and  friends  a  brighter 
memory  for  chivalrous  courage  and  unsullied 
patriotism.  A  few  yards  further  on  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Boyd  fell,  shot  through  the  arm,  and 
was  borne  off  the  field.  In  a  moment  or  so 
after  the  enemy  retreated,  leaving  two  cannon 
and  a  Lieutenant,  and  eight  or  ten  prisoners  in 
our  hands.  In  passing  ^yond  the  fence  enclos- 
ing Tinner's  house,  and  getting  partially  into 
the  street,  the  gallant  leader  fell,  helpless,  from 
his  horse  into  the  arms  of  his  trusty  soldiers, 
and  was  by  them  carried  from  the  field.  His 
fall  was  peculiarly  unfortunate.  It  completely 
paralyzed  his  old  regiment  (the  Fourth,  at  whose 
head  he  was|  even  in  that  moment  of  victory 
Notwithstanaing  his  repeated  shouts  to  go  for 
ward,  it  became  confused  and  huddled  up,  lost 
in  a  maze  of  stolidity  and  dismay.  At  this  criti 
cal  moment  the  undersigned  first  became  ap 
prised,  by  Colonel  Breaux,  now  commanding 
the  brigade,  that  it  was  his  duty  to  assume 
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oommand  of  this  battalion.  With  serions  mis- 
givings in  his  capacity  in  this  emergency,  and 
sorrow  felt  at  the  nocessitv,  he  arrived  to  do  his 
best  in  seconding  the  gallant  fearlessness  and 
conspicuous  eiaunple  of  the  commanding  officer, 
to  save  his  troops  from  a  panic  and  to  rally 
them  into  line.  His  efforts  were  supported  by 
the  daring  courage  of  Lieutenant  Barrow,  com- 
manding Captain  Chinn's  company,  by  the  ener- 
gy of.Lieufcenant  Burnett,  Captain  Bynum's  com- 
pany, and  by  the  cool  and  noble  example  of 
Lieutenant  Brown,  of  the  same  company.  A 
par^  success  only  rewarded  their  exertions. 
We  were  saved  a  panic,  but  the  annoying  fire 
from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  left  them  no 
other  alternative  but  to  &11  back  across  the 
field  to  the  shelter  of  the  woods.  Here  another 
efifort  was  made  to  rally  the  brigade  into  line, 
now  massed  confosedly.  The  commanding  offi- 
cer employed  every  incentive  and  expedient 
that  couraee  could  suggest,  but  with  haggard 
results.  The  men  made  no  response  to  his  ap- 
peals. They  were  not  cowed  or  panic-stricken ; 
they  were  simply  exhausted,  hopelessly  ex- 
hausted, and  seemed  to  be  stagg^ering  under  the 
half  of  that  last  ounce  which  breaks  the  cameFs 
hack  of  endurance.  Having  been  imder  arms 
for  more  than  sixteen  hours;  having  neither 
supper,  breakfast,  nor  sleep ;  having  marched 
over  twelve  miles,  and  having  gone  through 
four  hours  fighting,  is  it  a  matter  of  surprise  or 
for  blame  tlmt  they  paid  but  little  heed  to  the 
rallying  cries  of  their  leaders  ?  Their  conduct 
WHS,  however,  only  in  accordance  with  the  ex- 
ample of  troops  who  had  been  under  fire,  and 
were  reportea  veterans.  Many  vicissitudes  of 
this  batde  must  remain  unnoticed.  The  under- 
signed was  not  called  to  command  till  a  late 
hour,  and  many  events,  doubtless,  noted  by  the 
experienced  eye  of  Colonel  Boyd,  must  be  un- 
chronicled  because  of  his  absence.  While  Col- 
onel Boyd  was  in  command,  his  promptitude 
and  courage  ably  sustained  the  policy  of  Col- 
onel Allen.  His  Adjutant,  Lieutenant  Breeden, 
was  conspicuous  for  daring  devotion  to  duty 
throughout  the  trials  of  3ie  day.  The  men 
generally  behaved  with  coolness  and  courage. 


Upon  returning  to  headquarters,  near  Ward's 
Creek  bridge,  the  undersigned  was  relieved  of 
his  command  by  Lieutenant  Barrow. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Tom.  Btvdx, 

OqrtAln,  coBUDandJag  Baltalion  Infkntry ,  Steward'^  LogloL 

BKFORT  or  CAPTAIN  a  T.  aKKHESL 

Iv  Gasp,  muB  BAwnr  Booas,  \ 
Augost  8,  1802.        / 

Snt :  I  was  ordered  to  take  part  in  the  action 
of  the  fifth  instant,  which  I  did.  My  men  b^ 
haved  well.  The  officers,  Lieutenants  J.  T. 
M.  Barnes  and  J.  A.  West,  acted  with  great 
coolness  and  bravery,  at  times  firing  their 
pieces  personally.  Lieutenunt  T.  F.  Fauntleroy 
was  detached  with  a  section,  and  I  did  not  see 
him  during  the  action.  The  casualties  were 
five  men  Killed,  five  severely  wounded,  five 
slightly  wounded ;  nine  horses  killed,  two  hadly 
wounded,  two  missing ;  one  caisson  exploded  by 
an  enemy's  shell,  the  rear  carriage  of  another 
rendered  worthless,  and  left  on  the  field.  Four 
sets  of  harness  lost  I  fired  two  hundred 
rounds  of  smooth  bore  six-pounder  ammuni- 
tion, and  one  hundred  and  twenty  rounds  of  six- 
Sounder  rifled.  Dr.  Lewis,  A.  B.,  C.  S.  A.,  ren- 
ered  efficient  service  to  my  wounded  on  the 
field.  I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

0.  T.  Smnns, 

OftptalB,  eommondlng  GL  8.  Light  BOtary. 

At  4}i  o'clock  P.  M.  of  the  fifth  instant,  I 
took  position  between  Colonel  Allen's  and 
Colonel  Thompson's  brigades,  filling  a  vacancy 
of  some  eighty  yards,  moved  forwud  with  &e 
infantry  line  halt  a  mile,  opened  fife  on  an  ene- 
my's battery,  driving  them  back,  moved  to  the 
right  of  the  Secona  division,  General  Ro^ea 
commanding,  when  I  opened  on  a  battery  with 
effect,  at  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards, 
then  occupied  my  first  position,  opening  on  a 
column  of  infantiy,  doing  much  execution ;  was 
ordered  to  the  support  oiColonel  Allen's  brigade. 
I  took  position  on  its  right  and  silenced  a  bat- 
tery. This  was  my  last  firing,  after  which  I  re- 
joined the  main  forces.  0.  T.  8. 
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Q^C0r8  ofM^  Soldier  a  mentioned  in  the  Repofi  (f 
Brigadier-Oeneral  Buggies : 

Colonel  A.  P,  Thompson  and*  Colonel  H.  Wal- 
len,  brigade  commanders,  both  severely  woimd- 
ed ;  Fifth  Kentucky  reeiment.  Captain  Bowman ; 
Seventh  Kentucky,  Colonel  Orossland,  and  his 
color-bearer,  James  Rawlings ;  Sixth  Kentucky 
regiment,  Captains  Isaac  Smith,  Utterback,  and 
Thomas  Page,  and  First  Lieutenant  F.  turned ; 
Thirty-fiizth  Alabama,  Colonel  Robertson  and 
LientenantColonel  Goodwin  ;  of  tlie  Second 
brigade,  the  Fourth  Louisiana,  Lieutenant>Col- 
oneJ  Hunter,  Lieutenant  Corkem,  Company  B, 
Lieutenant  Jeter,  Company  F,  and  Sergeant- 
Major  Daniels ;  Battalion  of  Stewart's  Legion,. 
Lieutenant^lonel  Sam  Boyd,  who  was  dis- 
abled by  a  flesh  wound  in  the  arm.  Captain 
Chinn  dso  was  wounded,  the  command  de- 
volved upon  Captain  Bynum,  who  acted  with 
gallantry.  The  battalion  Thirtieth  regiment 
Louisiana  volunteers,  commanded  by  &)lonel 
Q.  A.  Breaux,  who  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  his  regiment,  especially  Cap- 
tain N.  Trepagnier  and  Lieutenant  Dapremont, 
both  wounded.  LieutenantrColonel  Shields, 
Thirtieth  Louisiana,  commanding  separate  de- 
tachment, who  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  in- 
trepidity of  Lieutenant  Fauntleroy,  commanding 
section  of  guns  in  his  detachment;  Captain 
Semmes,  commanding  battery,  and  his  officers. 
Lieutenants  Barnes  and  J.  A.  West,  performed 
gallant  service.  Captain  Blount,  Brigade-In- 
spector of  Second  brigade,  rendered  gallant 
service  in  the  field,  where  it  is  believed  he  has 
fallen,  as  nothing  has  been  heard  of  him  since. 
I  also  have  the  gratification  to  name  the  mem- 
bers of  my  sta£f,  who  served  with  me  on  this 
occasion,  viz. :  Lieutenant  L.  D.  Sandige,  corps 
artillery,  C.  S.  A.,  A.  A.  A.,  and  Inspector-OenenJ, 
Captain  Greorge  Whitfield,  Chief  Quartermaster, 
Major  K  S.  Ruggles,  acting  ordnance  officer,  and 
acting  chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  First 
Lieutenant  M.  B.  Ruggles,  aide-de-camp,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Charles  Jones,  who  was  severely 
wounded,  and  Colonel  J.  0.  Fuqua,  District 
Judge  Advocate  and  Provost  Marshal  General, 
who  were  all  distinguished  for  their  efficiency, 
coolness,  and  gaUantry  throughout  the  conflict 
The  following  officers,  attached  to  the  general 
staff,  also  rendered  gallant  service:  Captain 
Sam.  Bard,  on  special  service ;  Lieutenant  A. 
B.  DeSaulles ;   Eng^ineers,  Lieutenant   H.  H. 

Vol.  X.— Doa       46 


Price  and  Lieutenant  H.  C.  Holt  Other  officers 
on  special  service,  amongst  whom  were  Captain 
Augustus  Scott,  commanding  squadron  on  tern- 

Eorary  service.  Captains  Curry,  Henderson,  and 
ieutenant  Behcum,  as  volunteer  aids  for  the 
occasion,  and  Captain  J.  M.  Taylor  served  with 
great  gallantry. 


Doa  62. 


HOISTIKG  'THE  BLACK  FLAG— OFFICIAL 
COBBESPONDENCE  AND  REPORTS. 


GENERAL  8.  D.  LEE  TO  GENERAL  COOPER. 

BlADQUAVRBfl  DcPARnODIT  ALABAXA,  MBSDRFn, 

AMD  Em  LovauxA,  Mbiodun, 

JoM  80,  1864 


} 


General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies 
of  correspondence  between  General  Washburn, 
U.  S.  A.,  General  Forrest,  and  myself,  which  I 
consider  very  important,  and  should  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Department  It  will  be  my  endeavor 
to  avoid,  as  Car  as  is  consistent  with  my  idea  of 
the  dignity  of  mv  position,  resorting  to  such  an 
extremity  as  the  black  flag ;  and  the  onus  shall 
be  with  the  Federal  commander. 

I  would  like  that  the  onus  be  put  where  it 
properly  belongs,  before  the  public,  should  the 
extremity  arise.  The  correspondence  is  not 
complete  yet,  and  the  Department  will  be  in- 
formed of  the  result  at  the  earliest  practicable 
moment 

I  am.  General,  yours  respectfully, 

S.  I).  Leb, 

Lleatenft&(-0«iieraL 

General  S.  Cooper, 

A.  and  L  O.,  RUhmond,  Ya. 

GENERAL  WQlBBJaSi  TO  GENERAL  WASHBURN. 

Hbadquabtus  Fobsbbt'b  Catalbt,  \ 
ur  ns  FuLD,  June  14, 1804.      / 

Mc^or-Qenercd  Washburn,  oommanding  United 
Stales  Forces,  Memphis : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  en- 
close copy  of  letter  received  from  Brigadier- 
General  Buford,  command  iiig  United  States 
forces  at  Helena,  Arkansas,  addressed  to  Colonel 
£.  W.  Rucker,  commanding  Sixth  regiment  of 
this  ocftnmand;  also  a  letter  from  myself  to 
General  Buford,  which  I  respectfully  request 
you  will  read  and  forward  to  mm. 
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There  is  a  matter  also  to  which  I  desire  to 
ca]l  your  attention,  which,  iintU  now,  I  have  not 
thought  proper  to  make  the  subject  of  a  com- 
munication. Recent  events  render  it  nece»- 
sary — in  fact,  demand  it 

It  has  been  reported  to  me  that'  all  the  negro 
troops  stationed  in  Memphis  took  an  oath  on 
their  knees,  in  the  presence  of  Major-General 
Hurlbut  and  other  officers  of  your  army,  to 
avenge  Fort  Pillow,  and  that  they  would  show 
my  troops  no  quarter. 

Again,  I  have  it  from  indisputable  authority 
that  the  troops  under  Brigadier-General  Sturgis, 
on  their  recent  march  from  Memphis,  publicly 
and  in  various  places  prodaimed  that  no  quarter 
would  be  shown  my  men.  As  his  troops  were 
moved  into  action  on  the  eleventh,  the  officers 
commanding  exhorted  their  men  to  remember 
Fort  Pillow,  and  a  large  majority  of  the  prisoners 
we  liave  captured  from  that  command  nave  vol- 
untarily stated  that  they  expected  us  to  murder 
them,  otherwise  they  would  have  surrendered 
in  a  body  rather  than  taken  to  the  bushes  after 
being  run  down  and  exhausted.  The  recent 
battle  of  Tishemingo  Creek  was  far  more  bloody 
than  it  otherwise  would  have  been  but  for  the 
fact  that  your  men  evidently  expected  to  be 
slaughtered  when  captured,  and  both  sides  acted 
as  though  neither  felt  safe  in  surrendering  even 
when  further  resistance  was  useless.  The  pris- 
oners captured  by  us  say  they  felt  condemned 
by  the  announcements,  etc.,  of  their  own  com- 
manders, and  expected  no  quarter.  In  all  my 
operations  since  the  war  begun,  I  have  con- 
ducted the  war  on  civilized  principles,  and  de- 
sire still  to  do  BO,  but  it  is  due  to  my  command 
that  they  should  know  the  position  you  occupy 
and  tlie  policy  you  intend  to  pursue.  I  there- 
fore respectfully  ask  whether  my  men  in  ^our 
hands  are  treated  as  other  Confederate  pnson- 
ers,  also  the  course  intended  to  be  pursued  in 
regard  to  those  who  may  hereafter  fall  into  your 
hands. 

I  have  in  my  possession  quite  a  number  of 
wounded  officers  and  men  of  Greneral  Sturgis' 
command,  all  of  whom  have  been  treated  as 
well  as  we  were  able  to  treat  them,  and  are 
mostly  in  charge  of  a  Surgeon  left  at  Ripley  by 
General  Sturgis  to  look  after  the  wounded. 
Some  of  them  are  too  severely  wounded  to  be 
removed  at  present  I  am  willing  to  exchange 
them  for  any  men  of  my  conmiand  you  may 
have,  and  as  soon  as  they  are  able  to  be  removed 
will  give  them  safe  escort  through  my  lines  in 
diarge  of  the  Surgeon  left  with  them. 

I  made  such  an  arrangement  with  Major-Gen- 
eral  Hurlbut  when  he  was  in  command  of  Mem- 

Shis,  and  am  willing  to  renew  it,  provided  it  is 
esired,  as  it  would  be  better  llian  to  subject 
them  to  the  long  and  fataguing  delay  necessary 
to  a  regular  exchange  at  uty  Point,  Viiginia. 
1  am,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B>  FOBSIBT, 


QKNEKAL  WAflHBDBN  TO  GENERAL  UB, 


Hbadquabbbrs  IHsmcT  ov  Wnr  TinuMwiifc,  \ 
MnFBB,  Ten.,  June  17, 1M4.     / 

Mqjor-Ghnend  S,  D.  Lee,  commanding  Oon/od- 
ercUe  Forces  near  Tupeio^  Miss. : 

Grne&al:  When  I  heard  tiiat  the  forces  of 
Brigadier-General  Stuigis  had  been  driven  back, 
and  a  portion  of  them  probably  captur^  I  felt 
considerable  solicitude  for  the  &te  of  the  two 
colored  regiments  that  formed  a  part  of  the 
command,  until  I  was  informed  that  the  Con- 
federate forces  were  commanded  by  you.  When 
I  learned  that,  I  became  satia&ed  that  no  atroci- 
ties would  be  committed  upon  those  troops,  bat 
that  they  would  receive  the  treatment  which 
humanity  as  well  as  their  gallant  conduct  de* 
manded. 

I  regret  to  sav  that  the  hope  that  I  entertained 
has  been  dispelled  by  hctM  which  have  recently 
come  to  my  knowledge. 

From  statements  that  have  been  made  to  me 
by  colored  soldiers  who  were  eye-witnessea,  it 
would  seem  that  the  massacre  of  Fort  Pillow 
had  been  reproduced  at  the  late  affidr  at  Biyce's 
Cross-roads.  The  detail  of  the  atrodtiea  Uiere 
conmiitted  I  will  not  trouble  you  with.  If  true, 
and  not  disavowed,  they  must  lead  to  const- 
quences  too  fearful  to  contemplate.  It  is  beet 
that  we  should  now  have  a  fair  understanding 
upon  this  question,  of  the  treatment  of  this  class 
of  soldiers.  If  it  is  contemplated  by  the  Om- 
federate government  to  murderidl  colored  troops 
that  may  by  the  chance  of  war  ftdl  into  their 
hands,  as  was  the  case  at  Fort  Pillow,  it  is  but 
fair  that  it  should  be  freely  and  frankly  avowed. 
Within  the  last  six  weeks  I  have,  on  two  oc<:^ 
sions,  sent  colored  troops  into  the  field  from 
this  point  In  the  expectation  that  the  Con- 
federate government  would  disavow  the  action 
of  their  commanding  General  at  the  Fort  Pillow 
massacre,  I  have  forborne  to  issue  any  instruc- 
tions to  the  colored  troops  as  to  Ihe  course  they 
should  pursue  towards  Confederate  soldiers  that 
might  fall  into  their  hands ;  but  seeing  no  dis- 
avowal on  the  part  of  iiiQ  Confederate  govern- 
ment, but,  on  the  contrary,  laudations  from  the 
entire  Southern  press  of  ttte  perpetrators  of  the 
massacre,  I  may  safely  presume  that  indiscrimi- 
nate  slaughter  is  to  be  the  fate  of  colored  troops 
that  fall  into  your  hands.  But  I  am  not  willing 
to  leave  a  matter  of  such  grave  import,  and  in- 
volving consequences  so  fearful,  to  inference, 
and  I  nave  therefore  thought  it  proper  toad- 
dress  you  this,  believing  that  vou  would  be 
able  to  indicate  the  policy  that  the  Confederate 
government  intend  to  pursue  hereafter  on  this 
question. 

If  it  is  intended  to  raise  the  black  flag  against 
that  unfortunate  race,  they  wiU  cheerfuUy  ac- 
cept the  issue.  Up  to  this  time  no  troops  have 
fought  more  gallantly,  and  none  have  conduced 
themselves  with  greater  propriety.  They  have 
fully  vindicated  ueir  right  (so  long  denied)  to 
be  treated  aa  men. 
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I  hope  that  I  have  been  misinformed  in  re- 
gard to  the  treatment  Ihey  have  received  at  the 
battle  of  Bryce's  Crosft-roads,  and  that  the 
acconntB  received  result  rather  from  the  excited 
imaginations  of  the  fugitives  than  from  actual 
fact. 

For  the  government  of  the  colored  troops 
under  my  command,  I  would  thank  yon  to  in- 
form me,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  if  it  is 
your  intention,  or  the  intention  of  the  Con- 
federate government,  to  murder  colored  soldiers 
that  may  fall  into  your  hands,  or  treat  them  as 
prisoners  of  war,  and  subject  to  be  exchanged 
as  other  prisoners. 

I  am,  General,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  Washburn,   * 

MflJor-Gen«ral,  oommanding. 

GENKRAL  WAflHBQBN  TO  GXNttAL  TORBBBZ 

HBAOQUARnnts  Dornucr  or  Wnr  Tuimbbhm,  ) 
IfKHPUB,  TfeaiH.,  JuDS  19,  1804.        f 

Mqjor'Qeneral  N,  B.  Fprresi,  commanding  Cotir 
federate  Forces : 

Geneiull:  Your  communication  of  the  four- 
teenth instant  is  received.  The  letter  to  Briga- 
dier-General Buford  will  be  forwarded  to  him. 

In  regard  to  that  part  of  your  letter  which 
relates  to  colored  troops,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  have 
already  sent  a  communication  on  the  subject  to 
the  officer  in  command  of  the  Confederate 
forces  at  Tupelo. 

Having  understood  that  Mapor-General  8.  D. 
Lee  was  in  conmiand  there,  I  directed  my  letter 
to  Lira — a  copy  of  it  I  enclose.  You  say  in  your 
letter  that  it  bias  been  reported  to  you  that  eJl 
the  negro  troops  stationed  in  Meraphis  took  an 
oath  on  their  knees,  in  the  presence  of  Major- 
Genend  Hurlbut,  and  other  officers  of  our  army, 
to  avenge  Fort  PiUo  w,  and  that  they  would  show 
your  troops  no  quarter. 

I  believe  it  is  true  that  the  colored  troops  did 
take  such  an  oath,  but  not  in  the  presence  of 
General  Hurlbut  From  what  I  can  learn,  this 
act  of  theirs  was  not  influenced  by  any  white 
officer,  but  was  the  result  of  their  own  sense 
of  what  was  due  to  themselves  and  their  feUows 
who  had  been  mercilessly  slaughtered. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  they  went  into  the  field, 
as  you  allege,  in  the  full  belief  that  they  would 
be  murdered  in  case  they  fell  into  your  hands. 
The  affair  of  Fort  Pillow  fully  justified  that  be- 
lief. I  am  not  aware  as  to  what  they  proclaimed 
on  their  late  march,  and  it  may  be,  as  you  say, 
that  they  declared  that  no  quarter  would  be 
given  to  any  of  your  men  that  might  fall  into 
their  hands. 

Your  declaration  that  you  have  conducted  the 
war,  on  all  occasions,  on  civilized  principlei^, 
cannot  be  accepted;  but  I  receive  with  satisfac- 
tion the  intimation  in  your  letter  that  tlie  recent 
slaughter  of  colored  troops  at  the  battle  of 
Tishemingo  Creek  resulted  rather  from  the  des- 
peration wiEh  which  they  fought  than  a  prede- 
termined intention  to  give  them  no  quarter. 

You  must  have  learned  by  this  time  that  the 


attempt  to  intimidate  the  colored  troops  by 
indiscriminate  slaughter  has  sign^y  failed,  and 
that,  instead  of  a  feeling  of  terror,  you  have 
aroused  a  spirit  of  couraee  and  desperation  that 
will  not  down  at  your  bidding. 

I  am  left  in  doubt,  by  your  letter,  as  to  the 
course  you  and  the  Confederate  Government  in- 
tend to  pursue  hereafter  in  regard  to  colored 
troops,  and  I  beg  you  to  advise  me,  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible,  as  to  your  intentions. 

If  you  intend  to  treat  such  of  them  as  UIL  into 
your  hands  as  prisoners  of  war,  please  so  state ; 
if  you  do  not  so  intend,  but  contemplate  either 
their  slaughter  or  their  return  to  slavery,  please 
state  thaij  so  that  we  may  have  no  misunder- 
standing hereafter.  If  the  former  is  your  inten- 
tion, I  shall  receive  the  announcement  with 
pleasure,  and  shall  explain  the  fact  to  the  colored 
troops  at  once,  and  desire  that  they  recall  the 
oath  they  have  taken ;  if  the  latter  is  the  case, 
then  let  the  oath  stand,  and  upon  those  who 
have  aroused  this  spirit  by  their  atrocities,  and 
upon  the  Government  and  people  who  sanction 
it,  be  the  consequences. 

In  regard  to  your  inquiry  relating  to  prisoners 
of  your  command  in  our  hands,  I  have  to  state 
that  they  have  always  received  the  treatment 
which  a  great  and  humane  Government  extends 
to  it^  prisoners.  What  course  will  be  pursued 
hereafter  towards  them  must,  of  conrse,  depend 
on  circumstances  that  may  arise.  If  your  com- 
mand, hereafter,  does  nothing  which  should 
properly  exclude  them  from  being  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war,  they  will  be  so  treated. 

I  thank  you  for  your  offer  to  exchange  wound- 
ed officers  and  men  in  your  hands.  If  you  will 
send  them  in,  I  will  exchange  man  for  man,  so 
far  as  I  have  the  ability  to  do  so. 

Before  closing  this  letter,  I  wish  to  call  your 
attention  to  one  case  of  unparalleled  outrage  and 
murder  that  has  been  brought  to  my  notice,  and 
in  regard  to  which  the  evidence  is  overwhelm- 
ing. 

Among  the  prisoners  captured  at  Fort  Pillow 
was  Major  Bradford,  who  had  charge  of  the 
defence  i>f  the  fort  after  the  fall  of  Major 
Booth. 

After  hein^  taken  prisoner,  he  was  started, 
with  other  prisoners  of  war,  in  charge  of  Colonel 
Duckworth,  for  Jackson.  At  Brownsville  they 
rested  over  night  The  following  morning  two 
companies  were  detailed  by  Colonel  Duckworth 
to  proceed  to  Jackson  with  the  prisoners. 

After  they  had  started,  and  proceeded  a  very 
short  distance,  five  soldiers  were  recalled  by 
Colonel  Duckworth,  and  were  conferted  with  by 
him ;  they  then  rejoined  the  column,  and  after 
proceeding  about  five  miles  from  Brownsville 
the  column  was  halted,  and  Major  Bradford 
taken  about  fifty  yards  nrom  the  roadside  and 
deliberately  shot  by  the  five  men  who  had  been 
recalled  by  Colonel  Duckworth,  and  his  body 
left  unbturied  upon  the  ground  where  he  fell 

He  nowjics  buried  near  the  spot,  and,  if  yon 
desire,  you  can  easily  satisfy  yourself  of  the  truth 
of  what  I  assert    I  beg  leave  to  say  to  you  that 


784 


BEBELUOV    SBCX>HD,    18(»-6». 


this  transaction  hardly  jostifies  joar  remark, 
that  your  oparationfl  have  been  conducted  on 
civilized  principles ;  and  until  you  take  sooie 
steps  to  bring  the  perpetrators  of  this  outrage  to 
justice,  the  world  will  not  £ul  to  believe  that 
it  had  your  sanction. 
I  am,  General, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  C  WASDinnw, 

llillorXknfteral,  oommiindinf. 
QBflEBAL  lOBBiaV  TO  GENISIAL  WASBBDBK. 


HDuDQUABnn  Forhr*!  Gataut,  1 
TupsLO,  Juxxn  ao,  180i.        j 

Mqjor^Qenerdl  (7.  C  Washburn,  commanding 
U,  S.  Forom,  Memphis,  Tenn. : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  (per  flag  of  truce]  of  your  letter  of 
the  seventeenth  instant,  addressed  to  Major- 
C^neral  Q.  D.  Lee,  or  Officer  commanding  Con- 
federate forces  near  Tupelo.  I  have  forwarded 
it  to  General  Lee,  with  a  copy  of  this  letter. 

I  regard  your  letter  as  discourteous  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  this  department,  and 
grossly  insulting  to  myself. 

You  seek  by  implied  threats  to  intimidate 
him,  and  assume  the  privilege  of  denouncing  me 
as  a  murderer  and  as  guilty  of  the  wholesale 
slaughter  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Pillow^  and 
found  your  assertion  upon  the  exparte  testimony 
of  (your  friends)  the  enemies  of  myself  and 
country..  I  shall  not  enter  into  the  discussion, 
therefore,  of  any  of  the  questions  involved,  nor 
undertake  any  refutation  of  the  charges  made 
by  you  against  mvself ;  nevertheless,  as  a  matter 
of  personal  privilege  alone,  I  unhesitatingly  say 
that  they  are  unfounded  and  unwarranted  by 
the  facts.  But  whether*  those  charges  are  true 
or  false,  they,  with  the  question  you  ask  as  to 
whether  negro  troops,  when  captured,  will  be 
recognized  and  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  sub- 
ject to  exchange,  etc.,  are  matters  which  the 
(Governments  or  the  United  States  and  Confed- 
erate States  are  to  decide  and  adjust,  not  their 
subordinate  officers.  I  regard  captured  negroes 
as  I  do  other  captured  property,  and  not  as 
captured  soldiers ;  but  as  to  how  regarded  by 
my  government,  and  the  disposition  which  has 
been  and  wiU  hereafter  be  made 'of  them,  I  re- 
spectfully refer  you,  through  the  proper  chan- 
nel, to  the  authorities  at  lUchmond.  It  is  not 
the  j)oUcy  or  the  interest  of  the  South  to  de- 
stroy the  neCTo,  on  the  contrary  to  preserve 
and  protect  him,  and  sJl  who  have  surrendered 
to  us  have  received  kind  and  humane  treatment 

Since  the  war  began  I  have  captured  many 
thousand  Federal  prisoners,  and  they,  including 
the  survivors  of  the  "  Fort  Pillow  Massacre,^* 
"  black  and  white,"  are  living  witnesses  of  the 
fact  that,  with  my  knowledge  or  consent,  or  by 
my  order,  not  one  of  them  has  ever  been  in- 
smted  or  in  any  way  maltreated. 

You  speak  of  your  forbearance  in  not  giving 
your  negro  troops  instructions  and  orders  as  to 
the  course  they  should  pursue  ift  regard  to 
Confederate  soldiers  that  might  fall  into  their 


(your)  hands,  which  dearly  oonveys  to  mv  mind 
two  very  distinct  impressions.  The  first  is, 
that  in  not  giving  them  instructions  and  orders 
you  have  left  the  matter  entire^  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  negroes  as  to  how  they  should  dis- 
pose of  prisoners.  Second,  an  implied  threat 
to  give  such  oxden  as  will  lead  to  '^cons^ 
quenoes  too  fearful "  for  contemplation.  In  con- 
firmation of  the  correctness  of  the  first  impres- 
sion (which  your  language  now  fully  develops), 
I  refer  most  respectfully  to  n^  letter  from  the 
battle-field,  Tishemingo  Creec,  and  forwarded 
you  by  flag  of  truce  on  the  fourteenth  instanL 
As  to  the  second  impression,  you  seem  disposed 
to  take  into  your  own  hands  the  setdementa 
which  belong  to,  and  can  only  be  settled  by, 
your  government ;  but  if  you  are  prepared  to 
take  upon  yourself  the  responsibility  ci  inao- 
gurating  a  system  of  war&re  contrary  to  civil- 
ized usages,  tiie  onus  as  well  as  &e  conse- 
quences will  be  chargeable  to  yoursell 

Deprecating,  as  I  should  do,  such  a  state  of 
affidrs ;  determined,  as  I  am,  not  to  be  instni- 
mental  in  bringing  it  about ;  feeluig  and  know- 
ingy  as  I  do,  that  I  have  the  approval  of  my 
government,  mv  people,  and  my  conscience  as 
to  the  past,  and  with  the  firm  belief  that  I  will 
be  sustained  by  them  in  my  future  policy,  it  is 
left  with  you  to  determine  what  that  policy 
shall  be,  whether  in  accordance  with  &e  laws 
of  civilized  nations  or  in  violation  of  them. 
I  am.  General,  yours. 
Very  respectfully, 

N.  B.  FOBBKT. 


GENERAL  FOEBEBT  TO  GENERAL  WASHBURN. 

OusqiDAatBts  Fmaei^  GATaiar,    ) 
Lr  nu  FBui,  Jom  23, 1864.  > 

Mofjar-General  (X  C.  Washburny  commanding 
Disirict  of  West  Tsnnessse,  Memphis,  Term. : 
Your  communication  of  the  nineteenth  inat. 
is  received,  in  which  you  say  **  you  are  left  in 
doubt  as  to  the  coiursec  the  Confederate  govern- 
ment intends  to  pursue  hereafter  in  r^ard  to 
colored  troops." 

*  Allow  me  to  say  that  this  is  a  subject  upon 
which  I  did  not  and  do  not  pronose  to  enlighten 
you.  It  is  a  matter  to  be  settlea  by  our  rovenn 
ments  through  their  proper  officers,  and  I  re- 
spectfully r^er  you  to  them  for  a  solution  of 
your  doubts. 

You  ask  me  to  state  whether  "  I  contemplate 
either  their  slaughter  or  tlieir  return  to  slavery .** 
I  answer  that  I  daughter  no  man  except  in  open 
^rarfare,  and  that  my  prisoners,  both  white  and 
black,  are  turned  over  to  my  government  to  be 
dealt  with  as  it  mav  direct.  My  government 
is  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  as  regsrda  my 
offlbial  conduct,  and  the  operations  of  my  com- 
mand since  I  entered  the  sovioe,  and  if  you 
desire  a  proper  discussion  and  decision,  I  refer 
you  again  to  the  President  of  the  Confederate 
States.  I  would  not  have  you  understand,  how- 
ever, that  in  a  matter  of  so  much  importance  I 
am  indisposed  to  place  at  your  oommandaad 
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disposal  any  facts  deeired,  when  appKed  for  in 
a  maDner  becoming  an  officer  holdine  yonr  rank 
and  position,  for  it  is  certainly  oeBirable  to 
every  one  occupying  a  public  position  to  be 
placed  right  before  the  world,  and  (here  has 
been  no  time,  since  the  capture  of  Port  Pillow, 
tliat  I  would  not  have  furnished  all  the  facts 
connected  with  its  capture,  had  ihey  been  ap- 
plied for  properly,  bat  now  the  matter  rests 
with  the  two  goYemments.  I  have,  however, 
for  jour  information,  enclosed  you  copiea  of  the 
official  correspondence  between  thexommand- 
ing  officers  at  Fort  Pillow  and  myself;  also 
copies  of  a  statement  of  Captain  Young,  the 
senior  officer  of  that  garrison,  together  with 
(sufficient)  extracts  from  a  report  of  the  a&ir 
by  my  A.  D.  C,  Oaptain  Ghas.  W.  Anderson, 
which  I  approve  and  endorse  as  oonsct. 

As  to  the  death  of  Major  Bradford,  I  knew 
nothing  of  it  until  eight  or  ten  days  after  it  is 
said  to  have  occurreo. 

On  tile  thirteenth  (the  day  after  the  capture 
of  Fort  Pillow^  I  went  to  Jackson,  and  the  re- 
port I  had  of  toe  a£Eur  was  this :  Major  Brad- 
ford was,  with  olher  officers,  sent  to  the  head- 
quarters of  Colonel  McGuUoch,  and  all  the 
prisoners  were  in  charge  of  one  of  MoCulloch's 
regiments.  Bradford  requested  the  privilege 
of  attending  the  burial  of  his  brother,  which 
was  granted,  he  giving  his  parole  of  honor  to 
return.  Instead  of  returning,  he  changed  hk 
clothing  and  started  for  ^mphis.  £>me  of 
my  men  were  hunting  deserters  and  came  on 
Bradford  just  as  he  had  landed  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  Hatchie,  and  arrested  him.  When 
arrested,  he  claimed  to  be  a  Confederate  soldier 
belonging  to  Bragg's  .army,  that  he  had  been 
on  furlough,  and  was  then  on  his  way  to  join 
his  command. 

As  he  cosld  show  no  papers  he  was  believed 
to  be  a  deserter,  and  was  taken  to  Coving^n, 
and  not  until  he  was  I'ecognized  and  spoken  to 
by  citizens  did  the  guards  know  that  he  was 
Eta^ford. 

He  was  sent  by  Colonel  Duckworth,  or  taken 
by  him  to  BrowiuBville. 

All  of  Chalmers'  command  went  from  Browns- 
ville  via  La  Grange,  and  as  all  the  other  pris- 
oners had  been  gone  some  time,  and  there  was 
no  chance  for  them  to  catch  up  and  place  Brad- 
ford with  tiiem.  he  was  ordered  by  Colonel 
Duckworth  or  General  Chalmers  to  be  sent 
south  to  me  at  Jackson. 

I  knew  nothing  of  the  matter  until  eight  or 
ten  days  aftarwards  I  heard  that  his  body  was 
found  near  Brownsville.  I  understand  that  he 
attempted  to  escape  and  was  shot  If  he  was 
improperly  killed,  nothing  would  afford  me 
more  pleasure  than  to  punish  the  peipeiratorB 
to  the  full  extent  of  the  law,  and  to  niow  you 
bow  I  regard  such  transactions. 

I  can  refer  you  to  my  demand  upon  M^jor- 
General  Hurlbut  (no  doubt  upon  file  iu  your 
office)  for  the  delivery  to  Confeaerate  authorities 
of  one  Colonel  Fielding  Hurst  and  others  of  his 
regiment,  who  deUberateJly  took  out  and  killed 


seven  Confederate  soldiers,  one  of  whom  they 
left  to  die  after  cutting  off  his  tongue,  punching 
out  his  eyes,  splitting  his  mouth  on  each  side 
to  his  ears,  and  cutting  off  his  privates.  I  have 
mentioned  and  given  yon  these  facts  in  order 
that  you  may  have  no  further  excuse  or  apology 
for  referring  to  these  matters  in  connection  with 
myself,  and  to  evince  to  you  my  determination 
to  do  all  in  my  power  to  avoid  the  responsibility 
of  causing  the  adoption  of  the  policy  which  you 
have  determined  to  press.  In  your  letter  you 
acknowledge  the  fact  that  the  negro  troops  <^d 
take  an  oath  on  bended  knees  to  show  no  quar- 
ters to  my  men,  and  you  say  further  **  you  have 
no  donbt  they  went  to  the  battie-field  expecting 
to  be  slaughtered,**  and  admit,  also,  the  proba- 
bility of  their  having  proclaimed  on  their  march 
that  no  quarters  wocdd  be  shown  us.  Su<^  being 
the  case,  why  do  you  ask  for  the  disavowal  on 
the  part  of  the  commanding  General  of  this 
department  or  the  government,  in  regstrd  to  the 
loss  of  life  at  Tishomingo  Greek?  That  your 
troops  e:q>ected  to  be  slaughtered,  appears  to 
me,  after  the  oath  they  t(x»k,  to  be  a  very 
reasonable  and  natural  expectation.  Yet  you 
who  sent  them  out,  knowine  and  now  admitting 
that  they  had  sworn  to  sucn  a  policy,  are  com- 
plaining of  atrocities,  and  demanding  acknowl- 
edments  and  disavowals  on  the  part  of  the  very 
men  you  sent  forth  sworn  to  slay  whenever  in 
your  power. 

I  will,  in  all  candor  and  truth,  say  to  you  that 
I  had  only  heard  these  things,  but  did  not 
believe  them ;  indeed,  did  not  attach  to  them 
the  importance  they  deserved,  nor  did  I  know 
of  the  threatened  vengeance  as  proclaimed  along 
the  line  of  march  until  the  contest  was  over. 
Had  I  and  mv  men  known  it,  as  you  admit  it, 
the  battie  of  Tishomingo  Creek  would  have 
been  noted  as  the  bloodiest  battie  of  the  war. 
That  you  sanctioned  this  policy  is  plain,  for 
you  say  now  **  that  if  the  negro  is  treated  as  a 
prisoner  of  war,  you  wiU  receive  with  pleasure 
tiie  announcement,  and  will  explain  the  facts  to 
your  colored  troops,  and  dmre  (not  order)  that 
they  recall  the  oath;  but  if  tney  are  to  he 
either  slaughtered  or  returned  to  davery,  let 
the  oath  stand.**  Tour  rank  forbids  a  doubt  as 
to  the  fact  that  you  and  every  officer  and  man 
of  your  department  is  identified  with  the  policy 
and  responsible  for  it,  and  I  shall  not  permit 
jrou,  notwithstanding  by  your  studied  language 
m  both  your  coouuunications  yon  seek  to  limit 
the  operations  of  your  unholy  scheme,  and  visit 
its  tcmble  consequences  alone  upon  that  igno- 
rant deluded,  but  unfortunate  people,  the 
nM'oes,  whose  destruction  you  are  planning  in 
order  to  accomplish  ours.  The  ne|froeB  have 
our  sympathy,  and  so  far  as  consistent  with 
safety  will  spare  them  at  the  expense  of  those 
who  are  alone  responsible  for  the  inauguration 
of  a  wocse  than  savage  warfkre.  Now,  in  con- 
clusion, I  demand  a  plain,  unqualified  answer  to 
two  questions,  and  man  I  have  done  with  far- 
ther  correspondence  with  you  on  this  subject 
This  matter  must  be  settled.    In  battle  and  on 
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the  battle-field  do  you  intend  to  Blaughti-r  my 
men  who  fall  into  vonr  hands  t  If  you  do  not 
intend  so  to  do^  wiU  they  be  treated  as  prisoners 
of  war  ? 

I  have  over  two  thousand  of  StuiKis'  com- 
mand prisoners,  and  will  hold  every  officer  and 
private  hostage  until  I  receive  your  declarations, 
and  am  satisfied  that  you  carry  out  in  eood 
faith  the  answers  you  make,  and  until  I  am 
assured  that  no  Confederate  soldier  has  been 
foully  dealt  with  from  the  day  of  the  battle  of 
Tishomingo  Greek  to  this  time.  It  is  not  yet 
too  late  for  you  to  retrace  your  steps*  and  arrest 
the  storm. 

Relying  as  I  do  upon  that  Divine  power  which 
in  wisdom  disposes  of  all  things — relying  also 
upon  the  support  and  approv^  of  my  govern- 
ment and  countrymen,  and  the  unfimchine 
bravery  and  endurance  of  my  troops,  and  witn 
a  consciousness  that  I  have  done  nothing  to 
produce,  but  all  in  my  power,  consistent  with 
nonor  and  the  personal  safety  ot  myself  and  com- 
mand, to  prevent  it^I  leave  with  you  the  respon- 
sibility of  bringing  about,  to  use  youv  own 
language,  "  a  state  of  affairs  too  fearfuf  for  con- 
templation.** I  am,  General, 

Yours,  veiy  respectfully, 

N.  B.  FOBBSBT, 

Majiot-QeavnL 

QmOAL  MZaiORANDA. 


■.AX.  CiaABA,  Ambuul  1 

Ck^and  EL  Q,  Davis  commanding  Poat  Cahaba  : 
GoLowBL :  I  herewith  transmit  you,  as  near  as 
my  memory  serves  me,  according  to  promise, 
the  demand  made  by  Major-General  Forrest 
G.  S.  A.,  for  the  surrender  of  Fort  Pillow,  Ten- 
nessee: 

Mqjor  Booth,  oommcauUng  U»  8.  Forees^  Fori 
Pillow,  Thinessee  : 
I  have  force  sufficient  to  take  your  works  by 
assault  I  therefore  demand  an  unconditional 
surrender  of  all  your  forces.  Tour  heroic  de- 
fence will  entitle  you  to  be  treated  as  prisoners 
of  war,  but  the  surrender  must  be  unconditional. 

I  await  your  answer.  Forrest, 

imor'flenarai,  commttndlng. 


■na  UniB)  acAnsFOBOB,  \ 
romVmaWytmnamaM,  AprU  la,  1864.  / 

Jdqjor-Gfeneral  Forrest,  oommanding  Confeder^ 
(Me  Forces: 
General  :  Your  demand  for  the  surrender  of 
United  States  forces  under  my  command,  re- 
ceived.    I  ask  one  hour  for  consultation  with 
my  officers  and  the  commander  of  gunboat  No. 
7,  at  this  place.    I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Your  obedient  servant^ 

L.  F.  Booth, 

Mlfor,  fliimimnding  U.  8.  ForoM. 

Mqjor  JL  F.  Booih,  oommanding  UnUod  SUUes 
Forossf 
I  do  not  demand  the  surrender  of  the  gun- 


boat No.  7.  I  ask  only  for  the  surrender  of 
Fort  Pillow,  with  men  and  munitions  of  war. 
You  have  twenty  minuses  for  consideration.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time  if  you  do  not  capitu- 
late, I  will  assault  vour  works. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


M^Oor-Gtnenl,  oammaiullDf, 


April  12,  1S64. } 

Oonfeder- 


Von  Fni0v, 


Mqjor-Oeneral  Forresi,  comtnam 
ate  Fbroes: 
General:  Your  second  demand  for  the  sur- 
render of  my  forces  is  received.    The  demand 
will  not  be  complied  with. 

Your  obedirait  servant, 

L.  F.  Booth, 
Migar,  oonaiiidlDcU.  &  Forcoi,  ftel  PfUov 

CoiUmd  H*  a  Davis : 

I  give  you  the  above  for  your  own  satis&o- 
tion  from  memory.    I  think  it  is  true  in  sub- 
stanoe.    My  present  condition  would  predude 
the  idea  of  this  being  an  officid  statement 
I  am  Golonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jomr  T.  Youiro, 

Q^rtaAi  OonxpftDj  A,  TwMil^4'0QrUi  Mlwmnl  lot  Volt. 

CAFTAW  J.  T.  TOUK0 10  XAJ0fM3EMEBAI.  TOBBEST. 

Gabaaa,  Aubama  Miij  1%  1B8A. 

Major-Oeneral  Forrmi,  C.  8.  A, : 

General  :  Your  request,  made  through  Judge 
P.  T.  Soroggs,  that  I  should  make  a  statement 
of  the  treatment  of  the  Federal  dead  and 
wounded  at  Fort  Pillow,  has  been  made  known 
to  me.  Details  from  Federal  prisoners  were 
made  to  coUect  the  dead  and  wounded.  Tlie 
dead  were  buried  by  their  surviving  comrades. 
I  saw  no  ill  treatment  of  their  wounded  on  die 
evening  of  the  battle,  or  next  morning.  My 
friend.  Lieutenant  Leamine.AdjatantTliirteenth 
Tennessee  Gavalry,  was  left  wounded  in  the  sut- 
ler's store  near  the  fort,  also  a  Lieutenant  Sixth. 
U.  8.  Artillery ;  both  were  alive  next  morning 
and  sent  on  board  U.  8.  transport,  amonsp  many 
other  wounded.  Among  the  wounded  were 
some  colored  troops — I  don't  know  how  many. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Jeow  T.  Youira, 

GhptAin  T«e&^4)9arUi  Mlaoari  Tnhintnnn 

P.  8, — ^I  have  examined  a  report  said  to  be 
made  bv  Gaptain  Anderson  (of)  A.  D.G.  to  Major- 
Gteneral  Forrest,  appendix  to  General  For- 
rest's report,  in  regard  to  making  dispoeitiou  <^ 
Federal  wounded  left  on  the  fielof  at  Fort  Pillow, 
and  think  it  is  correct  I  accompani^  Oaptaiu 
Anderson  on  the  day  succeeding  the  battle  to 
Fort  Pillow,  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned. 

John  T.  Younq^ 
Optoln  Tirflnty-foorth  IQaMMirl  vobmlMfa 
A  true  copy : 

Saxubl  Donauon, 

Uoatena&l  aad  A.  U  ex 

Official :    Henst  B.  Lee, 

A.U  a 
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OEMSRAL  W.ASHBDBN  10  GENERAL  VORREST. 

HKADQUJkBmts  DiSTKior  or  W»r  TnouaBD, ) 
MmpHB,  Tnv.,  July  3,  IM*.  / 

Miyor'General  N,  B.  Forr^^  oommanding  Oon- 
female  Forces  near  Tupelo : 

General  :  Your  communicationB  of  the  twen- 
tieth and  twenty-third  ult,  are  received.  Of  the 
tone  and  temper  of  both  I  do  not  complain. 
The  desperate  fortunes  of  a  bad  cause  excuse 
much  irritation  of  temper,  and  I  pass  it  by. 
Indeed,  I  received  it  as  a  favorable  augury,  and 
as  evidence  that  you  are  not  indifferent  to  the 
opinions  of  the  civilized  world. 

In  regard  to  the  Fort  Pillow  a£yr,  it  is  use- 
less to  prolong  the  discussion. 

I  shall  forward  your  report  which  you  did  me 
file  favor  to  enclose,  to  my  government,  and  you 
will  receive  the  full  benefit  of  it 

The  record  {is  now  made  up,  and  a  candid 
world  will  judge  of  it  I  beg  leave  to  send  you 
herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Investi- 
gating Committee  from  the  United  States  Con- 
fess on  the  affair.  In  regard  to  the  treatment 
of  Major  Bradford,  I  refer  you  to  the  testimonv 
contained  in  l^t  report,  from  which  you  will 
see  that  he  was  not  attempting  to  escape  when 
shot  It  w^ill  be  easy  to  bring  the  neipetrators 
of  the  outrage  to  justice  if  you  so  desire. 

I  will  add  to  what  I  have  heretofore  said,  that 
I  have  it  from  responsible  and  truthful  citizens 
of  Brownsville,  that  when  Major  Bradford  was 
started  under  an  escort  from  your  headquarters 
at  Jackson,  General  Chalmers  remarked  that  '*  he 
would  never  reach  there." 

Ton  caU  attention,  apparently  as  an  offset  to 
this  affair  of  Major  Bradford,  to  outraees  said 
to  have  been  committed  by  Colonel  Fielding 
Hurst  and  others  of  his  regiment  (Sixth  Tennes- 
see cavalry).  The  outrages,  (f  committed  as 
stated  by  you,  are  disgraceful  and  abhorrent  to 
every  brave  and  sensitive  mind. 

On  receiving  your  letter  I  sent  at  once  for 
Ck)lonel  Hurst,  and  read  him  the  extract  pertain- 
ing to  him.  He  indignantly  denies  the  charge 
against  him,  and  until  you  furnish  me  the  names 
of  the  parties  murdered,  and  the  time  when,  and 
the  plsbce  where  the  offence  was  committed,  with 
the  names  of  witnesses,  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  act  When  you  do  that,  you  may  rest  assured 
that  I  shall  use  every  effort  in  my  power  to  have 
the  parties  accused  tried,  and  if  found  guilty, 
properly  punished. 

In  regard  to  tlie  treatment  of  colored  soldiers, 
it  is  evidently  useless  to  discuss  the  question 
farther. 

Tour  attempt  to  shift  from  yourself  upon  me 
the  responsibility  of  the  inauguration  of  a 
**  wor^e  than  savage  warfare/'  is  too  strained 
and  far-fetehed  to  require  any  response.  The 
full  and  cumulative  evidence  contained  in  the 
Congressional  Report  I  herewith  forward,  points 
to  $fou  as  the  person  responsible  for  the  barbar- 
isms already  committed. 

It  was  your  soldiers  who,  at  Fort  Pillow, 
raised  the  black  flag,  and  while  shooting,  bay- 
oneting, and  otherwise  maltreating  the  Federal 


prisoneo's  in  their  hands,  shouted  to  each  other 
in  the  hearing  of  their  victims  that  it  was  done 
**  by  Forrest's  orders." 

Thus  fax  1  cannot  learn  that  jou  have  made 
any  disavowal  of  tiiese  barbarities. 

Your  letters  to  me  inform  me  confidently  that 
yon  have  always  treated  our  prisoners  accord- 
ing to  -the  rules  of  civilized  warfare,  but  your 
disavowal  of  the  Fort  Pillow  barbarities,  if  you 
intend  to  make  any,  should  be  full,  clear,  explicit, 
and  published  to  the  world. 

The  United  States  Government  is,  as  it  always 
has  been,  lenient  and  forbearing,  and  it  is  not 
yet  too  late  for  you  to  secure  for  yourself  and 
your  soldiers  a  continuance  of  the  treatment 
due  to  honorable  warriors,  b^  a  public  disclaimer 
of  barbarities  already  coromittoo,  and  a  vigorous 
effort  to  punish  th«  wretohes  who  committed 
them. 

But  I  say  to  you  now,  clearly  and  unequivo- 
cally, that  such  measure  of  treatment  as  you 
mete  out  to  Federal  soldiers  will  be  measured 
to  vou  again. 

If  you  give  no  quarter,  you  need  expect 
none.  If  you  observe  the  rules  of  civilized 
warfare,  and  treat  our  prisohers  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  war,  your  prisoners  will  be 
treated  as  they  ever  have  been,  with  Idndness. 

If  you  depart  from  these  principles,  you  may 
expect  such  retaliation  as  the  laws  of  war 
justify. 

That  you  may  know  what  the  laws  of  war 
are,  as  understood  by  mv  government,  I  beg 
leave  to  enclose  a  copy  of  General  Orders  No. 
100  fi^m  tiie  War  Department  Adjutant-Gon- 
eral's  Office,  Washington,  April  twenty-four, 
1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

C.  0.  Wasbbubn, 

'  MiOor-General. 

GENERAL  LEE  10  GENERAL  WASHBURN. 

HiADQirAKBs  DanuniBBrr  Aubaiu,  MBsmppi,  jod  \ 
,  Em  LonauK^  Mbuhav,  Jane  88, 1864.        j 

Mdjor-Chneral  0.  C.  Waakbufn,  commandifig 
Federal  Forces  at  Memphis^  Tennessee : 

<  >RNBBAL :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
vs  :vo[itoenth  inst,  and  have  also  before  me  the 
re  I  )ly  of  Major-General  Forrest  thereto.  Though 
that  reply  is  full,  and  is  approved  by  me,  yet  I 
deem  it  proper  to  communicate  witii  you  upon 
a  subject  so  seriously  affecting  our  futm*e  con> 
duct  and  that  of  the  troops  under  our  respective 
commands. 

Tour  communication  is  bv  no  means  respect- 
ful to  me,  and  is  by  imphcation  insulting  to 
Maior-Generai  Forrest  Tnis,  however,  is  over* 
looEcd  in  consideration  of  the  important  char- 
acter of  its  contents. 

Ton  assume  as  correct  an  exa^erated  state- 
ment of  tiie  circumstances  attondmg  the  capture 
of  Fort  Pillow,  relying  solely  upon  the  evidence 
of  those  who  would  naturaUj  give  a  distorted 
history  of  the  affair.  * 

I     No  demand  for  an  explanation  has  ever  been 
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made  either  by  yonnelf  or  your  government,  a 
coarBe  which  would  certamiy  recommend  itself 
to  every  one  desirous  of  hearing  truth  ;  bat,  on 
the  contrary,  yon  seem  to  have  been  perfectly 
willji^  to  allow  your  soldiers  to  labor  under 
false  impressions  upon  a  subject  involving  such 
terrible  consequences.  Bven  the  formality  of  pa- 
rades and  oaths  have  been  resorted  to  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inciting  your  colored  troops  to  the  per- 
petration of  deedSi  which,  you  say,  "  will  lead  to 
consequences  too  fearful  to  contemplate." 

As  commanding  officer  of  this  Department  I 
desire  to  make  the  following  statement  concern- 
ing the  Cloture  of  Fort  Pillow«— «  statement  tup- 
ported  in  a  great  measure  by  the  evidence  of 
one  of  your  own  officers  captured  at  that  place. 

The  version  given  by  you  and  vour  govern- 
ment is  untrue,  and  not  sustainea  by  th%  fects 
to  the  extent  that  you  indicate. 

The  garrison  was  summoned  in  the  usual 
manner,  and  its  commanding  officer  assumed 
the  responsibility  of  refusing  to  surrender  after 
having  been  informed  by  General  Forrest  of  his 
ability  to  take  the  fort,  and  of  his  fears  as  to 
what  the  result  would  be  in  case  the  demand 
was  not  complied  ^th. 

The  assault  was  made  under  a  heavy  fire,  and 
with  considerable  loss  to  the  attacking  party. 

Tour  colors  were  never  lowered,  but  retreated 
from  the  fort  to  the  cover  of  the  gunboats,  with 
arms  in  their  hands,  and  constancy  using  them. 

This  was  true,  particularly  of  your  colored 
troops,  who  had  been  fim^y  convinced  by  your 
teachings  of  the  certainty  of  their  slaugnter  in 
case  of  capture.  Even  imder  l^ese  ciroum- 
stanoes  many  of  your  men — white  and  blaok — 
were  taken  prisoners. 

I  respectmlly  refer  you  to  history  for  numer- 
ous cases  of  indiscriminate  slaughter,  even  under 
less  aggravated  circumstances. 

It  is  generaU  V  conceded  by  all  military  pre- 
cedents that  where  the  issue  has  been  fairly 
presented,  and  the  ability  displayed,  fearful 
results  are  expected  to  foUow  a  refusal  to  sur- 
render. » 

The  case  under  consideration  is  almost  an  ex- 
treme one. 

Ton  had  a  servile  race  armed  i^nst  their 
masters,  and  in  a  country  which  had  been  deso- 
lated by  almost  unprecedented  outrages. 

I  assert  that  our  officers,  with  all  tiiese  cir- 
cumstances against  them,  endeavored  to  prevent 
the  effusion  of  blood ;  and,  as  evidence  of  this, 
I  refer  you  to  the  fietct.  that  both  white  and  col- 
ored prisoners  were  taken,  and  are  now  in  our 
hands. 

As  regards  the  battle  of  Tishomingo  Greek, 
the  statements  of  your  nogro  witnesses  are  not 
to  be  relied  on.  In  this  panic  they  acted  as 
might  have  been  expected  from  their  previotis 
impressions.  I  do  not  think  many  of  them  were 
killed — ^they  are  yet  wandering  over  the  coun- 
try, attempting  to  return  to  their  masters. 

Witli  reference  to  the  status  of  diose  captured 
at  Tishemingo  Creek  and  Fort  Pillow,  I  will  state 
tliat,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  my  govern- 


ment, they  will  not  be  regarded  as  prisoners  of 
war,  but  will  be  retained  and  humanely  treated, 
sub^'ect  to  such  future  instructions  as  may  be 
indicated. 

Tour  letter  contains  many  implied  tibreats; 
these  you  can  of  course  make,  and  you  are  fully 
entitled  to  any  satisfaction  that  you  may  feel 
from  having;  noade  them. 

It  is  my  mtention,  and  that  also  of  my  subor- 
dinates, to  conduct  this  war  upon  civilized  prin- 
ciples, provided  you  permit  us  to  do  so ;  and  I 
take  this  occasion  to  state  that  we  will  not 
shrink  from  any  responsibilities  that  your  ac- 
tions may  force  upon  us. 

We  are  engaged  in  a  struggle  for  the  proteo> 
tion  of  our  homes  and  firesides,  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  our  national  existence  and  liberty ;  we 
have  counted  the  cost  and  are  prepared  to  go 
to  any  extremes';  uul  although  it  is  for  from 
our  wish  to  fight  under  the  *'  black  fla^,"  still,  if 
you  drive  us  to  it,  we  will  accept  the  issue. 

Tour  troons  virtually  fought  under  it  at  the 
battle  of  Tisnemingo  Creek,  and  the  prisoners 
taken  there  state  that  they  went  into  battle  with 
the  impression  that  they  were  to  receive  no 
quarter,  and  I  suppose  with  the  determination 
to  eive  none. 

iwill  further  remark  that  if  it  is  raised,  bo 
far  as  your  soldiers  are  concerned,  there  can  be 
no  distinction,  for  the  unfortunate  people  whom 
you  pretend  to  be  aiding  are  not  considered  en- 
tirely responsible  for  tneir  acts,  influenced  as 
they  are  by  the  superior  intellect  of  their  whitj 
brothers. 

I  enclose  for  your  consideration  certain  pa- 
pers touching  the  Fort  Pillow  affiiir,  which  were 
procured  from  the  writer  after  the  exaggerated 
statements  of  your  press  were  seen. 
I  am,  6en^^  very  respectfully, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

a  Q.  Lbb, 

UflatenftaVOfloeral,  oonunuidliig. 

ENCLOSURE  IK  THB  TOWSaODXQ. 

CUSABA,  AIBAIU,  MfeJ  10,  ISM. 

I  was  one  of  the  bearers  of  the  flag  of  truce, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  authorities,  at 
Fort  Pillow.  A  majority  of  the  officers  of  the 
garrison  doubted  whether  General  Forrest  was 
present,  and  had  the  impression  that  it  was  a 
ruse  to  induce  the  surrender  of  the  fort  At 
the  second  meeting  of  Hie  flag  of  truce.  General 
Forrest  announced  himself  as  being  General 
Forrest ;  but  the  officers  who  accompanied  tiie 
flag,  being  unacquainted  with  (fae  Greneral, 
doubted  his  word,  and  it  was  the  <^inion  of  the 
garrison,  at  the  time  of  the  assault,  that  Genco^al 
Forrest  was  not  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort  T%e 
commanding  officer  refused  to  surrender.  When 
the  final  assault  was  nwde,  I  was  captured  at 
my  post,  inside  the  works,  and  have  been  treated 
as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

John  T.  Tomio, 
Ckptaln,  Twrntj-loarth  IBwniirt  Voiml 
F.  W.  nin>BRHiu[4, 

Ftn(Li6iit«MBt  Gifiliy. 


BOCnUSNTS. 
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GENERAL  WASHBUBK  TO  GENERAL  LEE. 


HBAoqrAinn  Dmnor  or  Wmt  TimmBB,) 
MmPHB,  Tsmrann,  July  8,  1864.        j 

LUtOenant-Generdl  8.  D.  Lee,  commemding  Ih- 
partmerU  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Eati 
jLouisiana,  C.  S.  A.,  Meridian,  Miss. : 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  twenty-eighlb 
nit.,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  seventeenth  idt,  is 
received. 

The  disconrtesy  which  yon  profess  to  dis- 
coyer  Iq  my  letter  I  ntterly  disclalin.  Qaving 
already  discussed  at  length,  in  a  correspondence 
with  Major-General  Forrest,  the  Fort  Pillow 
massacre,  as  well  as  the  policy  to  be  pnrsned  in 
regard  to  colored  troops,  I  do  not  regard  it  nec- 
essary to  say  more  on  those  subjects.  As  yon 
state  that  you  fully  approve  of  tiie  letter  sent 
by  General  Forrest  to  me  in  answer  to  mine  of 
the  seventeenth  nit,  I  sm  forced  to  presume 
that  you  fully  approve  of  his  action  at  Fort 
PUlow. 

Your  arguments  in  support  of  that  action 
confirm  such  presumption.  Yon  state  that  the 
'*  version  given  by  me  and  my  grovemment  is 
not  true,  and  not  sustained  by  the  facts  to  the 
extent  I  indicate."  You  furnish  a  statement  of 
a  certain  Captain  Young,  who  was  captured  at 
Fort  Pillow,  and  is  now  a  prisoner  in  your  hands. 
How  £Btr  the  statement  of  a  prisoner  under  dnress 
and  in  the  position  of  Captain  Young  should  go 
to  disprove  the  sworn  testimony  of  ue  hundred 
eye-witnesses  who  had  ample  opportunity  of 
seeing  and  knowing,  I  am  willing  that  omers 
shall  jnd^e. 

In  relying,  as  you  do,  npon  this  certificate  of 
Captain  Young,  you  confess  that  all  better  re- 
sources are  at  an  end. 

Yon  are  welcome  to  all  the  relief  that  that 
certificate  is  calculated  to  give  you.  Does  he 
say  that  our  soldiers  were  not  inhumanly  treat- 
ed ?  No.  Does  he  sav  that  he  was  in  a  posi- 
tion to  see  in  case  they  had  been  mistreated  ?  No. 
He  simply  says  that "  he  saw  no  ill  treatment  of 
their  wounded."  If  he  was  in  a  position  to  see 
and  know  what  took  place,  it  was  easy  for  him 
to  say  BO. 

I  yesterday  sent  to  Blnor-Qeaeral  Forrest  a 
copy  of  the  report  of  the  Congressional  Investi- 
gating Committee,  and  I  hope  it  may  fall  into 
your  hands.  Yon  will  find  there  the  record  of 
inhuman  atrocities,  to  find  a  parallel  for  which 
yoo  will  search  the  paee  of  history  in  vain. 
Men — white  men  and  bla^  men — ^were  cmcified 
and  bomed,  others  were  hunted  by  blood- 
hoonds;  while  others^  in  their  anguish,  were 
made  tine  sport  of  men  more  emel  ttutii  the  dogs 
by  which  Ihey  were  hunted. 

I  have  also  sent  to  my  government  oopies  of 
General  Forrest's  reports,  together  with  toe  cer- 
tificate of  Captain  i  onng. 

The  recOTd  in  the  case  is  plainly  made  np, 
and  I  leave  it  Yon  justify  and  approve  it,  and 
^peal  to  historv  for  precedents. 

Ab  I  have  said,*liistory  furnishes  no  paralleL 
Tme,  there  are  instances  where,,  after  a  long 
and  protracted  resistance,  resulting  in  heavy 


loss  to  ti^e  assailing  party,  the  garrison  has  been 
put  to  the  sword,  but  I  know  of  no  such  in- 
stancy that  did  not  bring  dishonor  upon  the 
commander  that  ordered  or  suffered  it 

There  is  no  Englishman  that  would  not  gladly 
forget  BadajoB,  nor  a  Frenchman  that  exults 
when  Jaffit  or  the  caves  of  Dahra  and  Shelas  are 
spoken  of.  The  massacre  of  Glencoe,  which 
the  world  has  read  of  with  horror  for  nearly  two 
hnndred  years,  pales  into  significance  before  the 
truthful  recital  of  Port  Pillow. 

The  desperate  defence  of  the  Alamo  was  the 
excuse  for  the  slaqghter  of  its  brave  survivors 
after  its  surrender,  yet  that  act  was  received 
with  just  execration,  and  we  are  told  by  the 
historian  that  it  led  more  than  anything  else  to 
the  independence  of  Texas. 

At  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  the  Texans 
rushed  into  action  with  the  war  cry,  **  Remem- 
ber the  Alamo,"  and  carried  all  before  them. 

Yon  will  seek  in  vain  for  consolation  in  his- 
tory, pursue  the  inquiry  as  &r  as  you  may. 

Your  desire  to  shift  the  responsibility  of  tiie 
Fort  Pillow  massacre,  or  to  find  excuses  for  it, 
is  not  strange.  But  the  responsibility  still  re- 
mains where  it  belongs,  and  there  it  wOl 
remain. 

In  my  last  letter  to  General  Forrest  I  stated 
that  the  treatment  which  Fedeoral  soldiers  re- 
ceived would  be  their  guide  hereafter,  and  that 
if  you  ffive  no  quarter  you  need  expect  none. 
If  yon  observe  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare  I 
shall  rejoice  at  it,  as  no  one  can  regret  more  than 
myself  a  resort  to  such  measures  as  the  laws  uf 
war  justify  towards  an  enemy  that  gives  iio 
quarter. 

Your  remark  that  our  colored  soldiers  **  will 
not  be  regarded  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  will  be 
retained  and  humanely  treated,"  indicating  that 
yon  consider  them  as  of  more  worth  and  in- 
portanoe  than  yoor  own  soldiers  who  are  now 
m  our  hands,  is  certainly  very  oomplhnentary  to 
the  colored  troops,  though  but  a  tardy  acknowl- 
edgment of  their  bravery  and  devotion  as  sol- 
diers ;  but  such  &ir  words  can  neither  do  jus- 
tice to  the  colored  soldiers  who  were  butchered 
at  Fort  Pillow  alter  they  had  surrendered  to 
their  victors,  nor  relieve  yourself,  General  For- 
rest, and  the  troops  serving  under  yon,  from  the 
fearful  responsibility  now  resting  upon  yon  for 
those  wanton  and  unparalleled  barbarities. 

I  concur  in  your  remarks  that  if  the  black  flag 
is  onoe  raised,  there  can  be  no  distinction  so  far 
as  our  soldiers  are  concerned.  No  distinction 
in  this  regard  as  'to  oolor  is  known  to  the  laws 
of  war ;  and  yoa  may  rest  assured  that  the  out- 
rages we  complain  of  are  felt  by  our  white  scti- 
diers,  no  less  than  by  our  black  ones,  as  insnlts 
to  their  common  banner,  the  flag  of  the  United 
States. 

I  will  dose  by  a  reference  to  your  statement 
that  many  of  our  colored  soldiers  *'  are  yet  wan- 
dering over  the  country,  attempting  to  return  to 
their  masters."  If  this  remark  is  intended  for  a 
joke,  it  is  acknowledged  as  a  good  one ;  but,  if 
stated  as  a  fisMt,  permit  me  to  correct  your  mis- 
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mis&ppreheDMOiis  by  inlbniiiiig  you  ibftt  most 
uf  tbem  have  returned  to  their  respective  com- 
luaudB,  their  search  for  theiv  late  "  maaters"  hav- 
ing  proved  bootleaa ;  and  I  think  I  do  not  exag- 
gerate in  aesttring  von  that  there  ia  not  a  colored 
Boidier  here  who  does  not  prefer  the  fate  of  his 
comrades  at  Fort  Pillow  to  being  returned  to 
his ''master." 

I  remain,  Qeneral, 

YouiBi  very  respectfully, 

G.  G.  Wabbbubx, 

lli^r-G«neral. 
CAPTAIN  J.  T.  TOUNO  TO  OBNtKAL  WABHBDBN . 


,  September  18th,  1864. 

JUq/or  Ghneral  C.  0.  Wa$hbum,  oommandimg 
District  Wwi  Temmtee: 
Gbmsral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  addreas  you  in 
regard  to  certaia  papers  forwarded  you  by 
Major-General  Forrest,  of  the  so-called  Gon- 
federate  army,  signed  by  me  under  protest, 
whilst  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Gahaba,  Audiama. 
I  would  first  call  your  attention  to  the  manner 
by  which  these  papen  were  mrocured.  About 
twenty-seventh  April  last,  all  Federal  prisoners 
(except  colored  soldiers)  were  sent  to  Anderaon- 
vilie  and  Maoon,  Georgia,  myself  among  the 
ntunber.  About  ten  days  after  my  arrival  at 
Macon  prison,  a  Confederate  Oaptain,  with  two 
men  as  guard,  came  to  that  prison  widi  an  order 
for  me  to  return  to  Gahaba.  I  appealed  to  the 
officer  in  command  to  know  why  I  was  taken 
from  the  other  offieers,  but  received  no  expla- 
nation. Many  of  my  friends  among  the  Federal 
officers  who  had  been  prisoners  longer  than  my- 
self felt  uneasy  at  the  proceedings,  and  advised 
me  to  make  my  escape  going  back,  as  it  was 
likely  a  subject  of  retaliation.  Consequently 
I  felt  considerable  uneasiness  of  mind.  Onretwn- 
ing  to  Gahaba,  being  quite  unwell,  I  was  placed 
in  hospital,  under  guard,  with  still  no  expkmation 
from  the  militwv  authorities.  On  tiie  day  fol- 
lowing, I  was  informed  bv  a  siok  Federal  officer, 
also  in  hospital,  that  he  had  learned  that  I  had 
been  reoognized  by  some  Gonfedersite  as  a  de- 
serter from  the  Gonlederate  army,  and  that  I  was 
to  be  courtmartialed  and  shok  The  colored 
waiters  about  the  hospital  told  me  the  saoie 
thing,  and.although  I  knew  that  the  muster-rolls 
of  my  country  would  show  that  I  had  been  in 
the  volunteer  service  since  first  May,  1861,1 
still  felt  uneasy,  havii^  fresh  in  my  mind  Fort 
Pillow,  and  the  summary  manner  the  Confed- 
erate offioera  have  of  disposing  of  men  on 
s6me  occasions.  With  the  above  unpresBions 
on  my  mind,  about  three  days  after  my  return 
to  Gahaba  I  was  sent  for  by  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal, and  certain  pajpera  handed  me^  made  out 
by  General  Forrest  for  my  signatnieb  Looking 
over  the  papers,  I  found  that  signing  them  would 
be  an  eadonement  oi  General  Focrest's  official 
report  of  the  Fort  Pillow  affiitir.  I  of  ooocae  re- 
turned the  papers,  positively  refusing  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  them.  I  was  sent  for  again 
the  same  day,  with  request  to  sign  other  papers 
m£  f  Kft  AAme  tendency^  but  moaified.     I  again 


refused  to  sign  the  pspers,  but  sent  General 
Forrest  a  statement,  that  although  I  considered 
some  of  the  versions  of  the  Fort  PIDow  affair, 
which  1  had  read  in  their  own  papers,  said  to 
be  copied  from  Federal  papers,  exaggerated, 
I  also  tliou^ht  that  his  own  official  report  was 
equal^  so  m  some  particulars. 

Here  the  matter  rested  about  one  week, 
when  I  was  sent  for  by  Colonel  H.  C.  DaviK, 
commander  of  post  at  Cahaba,  who  informed 
me  that  General  Forrest  had  sent  P.  T.  Scroggs 
to  see  me,  and  have  a  talk  with  me  about  the 
Fort  Pillow  fight  I  found  the  Judge  very  affa- 
ble and  rather  disposed  to  flatter  me ;  he  said 
that  General  Forrest  thought  that  I  was  a  gentle- 
man aiid  a  soldier,  and  that  the  General  bad  seut 
him  (the  Judge)  down  to  see  me  and  talk  to  me 
a^out  the  Fort  Pillow  fight ;  he  then  went  on  to 
tell  over  a  great  many  things  that  were  testi- 
fied to  before  the  Military  Commission,  which  I 
was  perfectly  ignorant  of,  never  having  seen 
the  testimony.  He  then  produced  pai*ers 
which  General  Forrest  wished  mo  to  sign.  Up- 
on examination,  I  found  them  about  tlie  same  as 
those  previously  shown  me,  and  refused  again 
to  sign  them,  but  the  Judge  was  very  importii- 
nate,  and  finally  prevailed  on  me  to  sign  the  pa- 
pers vou  have  in  your  possession,  pledging  him- 
self that  if  I  wished  it  they  should  only  be  seen 
by  General  Forrest  himself,  that  they  were  not 
intended  to  be  used  bpr  him  as  testimony,  but 
merely  for  his  own  satisfaction. 

1  hope.  General,  that  these  papers  signed  by 
me,  or  rather  extorted  from  me  while  under  du> 
ress,  will  not  be  used  by  my  government  to  my 
disparagement,  for  my  only  wish  is  now,  after 
three  years*  service  and  over,  to  recruit  my 
health^  which  has  suffered  badly  by  imprison- 
ment, and  go  in  for  the  war, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  General, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

John  T.  Youxo, 

Captain  Oon^any  A,  Twenty -fourth  Miasowi,  InCuotry. 


Doo.  ^. 
TBB  BATTLE  OF  lUKA. 

MAJOiUOENERAL  GRANT'S  REPORI.* 


October  2S,  isea. 


} 


OoiUma  J.  G.  Ketton,  A.  A.  G^  Waskimsitom, 
D.  C: 

CoEiORSL :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  bailUe  of  iuka,  and  to  submit 
herewith  such  rep<MlB  ef  subordinatos  as  have 
been  received. 

For  some  ten  davs  or  more  before  the  final 
move  of  the  rebel  army  under  Gkmefal  Price 
eastward  from  the  Molme  and  Ohio  Railroad,  it 
was  evident  that  an  aMack  upon  Oorinth  was 
oontemplatod,  or  some  ohuage  Id  be  made  in  the 
location  of  that  anny.  This  caused  great  vigi- 
laaoe  to  be  neoesmy  on  the  pail  of  our  cmahy, 


•  See  BfttMOloa  Booord,  vaL  fi^  pi«»  4n, 
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eepedally  that  to  the  southern  front,  under 
GcMonel  Miamer.  The  labor  of  watching,  with 
occaaional  Bkirmishing,  was  most  satisfactoiily 
performed,  and  afanost  every  move  of  the  enemj 
was  known  as  soon  as  commenoed. 

About  the  eleventh  of  September,  PHce  left 
the  railroad,  the  h:ifantry  and  artille^  probably 
moving  Jrom  Baldwin,  and  the  cavalry  from  the 
roads  north  of  Baldwin,  towards  Bay  Springs.  At 
the  latter  place  a  halt  of  a  few  days  seems  to 
have  been  made ;  likely  for  the  purpose  of  col- 
lecting stores  and  reconnoitring  on  the  eastern 
flank.  On  the  thirteenth  of  September  the  ene- 
my's cavalry  made  their  appearance  near  Inka, 
and  were  repulsed  bv  the  smallgarrison  under 
Colonel  Murphy,  of  tne  Eighth  Wisconsin  infan- 
try, still  left  there  to  cover  the  removal  of  stores 
not  yet  brought  into  Corinth.  The  enemy  ap- 
pearing again  in  increased  force  on  the  same 
day,  and  having  cut  the  railroad  and  telegraph 
between  thero  and  BumsviUe,  Colonel  Murphy 
thought  it  prudent  to  retire  to  save  his  forces. 

This  caused  a  considerable  amount  of  commi»- 
sary  stores  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
which  property  should  have  been  destroyed. 
Price's  whole  force  then  soon  congregated  at 
Inka. 

Information  brought  in  by  scouts,  as  to  the 
intention  of  the  enemy,  was  conflicting.  One 
report  was  that  Price  wanted  to  cross  Beer 
Creek  and  the  Tennessee  River,  for  the  purpose 
of  crossing  Tennessee  and  getting  into  ken- 
tncky.  Another  that  Van  Dom  was  to  march 
by  way  of  Ripley  and  attack  us  on  the  south- 
west, while  Ftice  should  move  on  us  from  tiie 
east  or  north-west  A  third  that  Price  would 
endeavor  to  cross  ihe  Tennessee,  and,  if  pursuit 
was  attempted,  Yan  Dom  was  in  readiness  to 
attack  Corinth. 

Having  satisfied  mvself  that  Tan  Dom  could 
not  reach  Corinth  under  four  davs,  with  an  armv 
embracing  all  arms,  I  determined  to  leave  Corinth 
with  a  force  sufficient  to  resist  cavalry,  and  to 
attack  Price  at  luka.  This  I  regarded  as  emi- 
nently my  duty,  let  either  of  the  enemy's  plans 
be  the  correct  solution.  Accordingly,  on  the 
sixteenth,  I  gave  some  general  directions  as  to 
the  plan  of  operations. 

(reneral  Rosecrans  was  to  move  on  the  south 
side  of  the  railroad  to  opposite  loka,  and  attack 
froih  that  side  with  all  his  available  force,  sf tor 
leaving  a  sufficient  force  at  Rienssi  and  Ja- 
cinto, to  prevent  the  surprise  of  Corinth  from 
that  direction. 

Major-Genenl  Qgd  was  to  nova  to  Bomsville, 
and  from  there  take  roada  mwth  of  the  xailroad, 
and  attack  from  that  side.  Qeneral  Ord  having 
to  leave  from  his  two  divi0ioii%  already  vecy 
much  reduced  in  nmi^Mass,  frent  loQgKxmtiaaed 
service  and  the  number  of  battles  they  had  been 
ID,  the  garrisoBi  at  Oerinth;  he  abo  had. one 
regimeiit  of  inteixy  and  «  squadroii  ef  oavahy 
at  iLoarath,  one  reginent  of  influitiy  and  one 
oomiMHiy  of  cavalry  at  Ohenvall,  and  oae  isgi- 
ment  of  infratry  that  moved,  under  Colonel 
Mower,  wad  joined  Qeneral  BoseoraDa'  com>- 


mandyieduced  the  number  of  men  of  his  command 
available  to  tttt  expedition,  to  about  thirty  thou- 
sand. 

I  had  previously  ordered  the  infantry  of  Gen- 
eral Ross*  commaad  at  Bolivar  to  hold  themselves 
in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  warning ; 
had  also  directed  the  concentration  of  oars  at 
Jackson  to  move  these  troops. 

Within  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  a 
despatch  left  Corintii  for  those  troops  to  **  come 
on,  they  had  arrived — three  thousand  four  hun- 
dred in  number.  This,  notwithstanding  the 
locomotive  was  thrown  o£f  the  track  on  the 
Mississippi  Central  Road,  preventing  the  passage 
of  other  trains  for  several  hours.  This  force  was 
added  to  Greneral  Ord's  command,  making  his 
entire  strength  over  six  thousand  to  take  into 
the  fieldi  Iroiii  this  force  two  regiments  of  in- 
fantry and  one  section  of  artillery  were  taken, 
about  nine  hundred  men,  for  the  garrison  or  rear 
guard,  to  be  held  at  BumsviUe.  Not  having 
General  Ord  s  report,  these  figures  may  not  be 
aocurate.  General  Rosecrans  was  movine  from 
Jacinto  eastward,  with  about  nine  thousand  men, 
making  my  total  force  with  which  to  attack  the 
enemy  about  ^Tteen  thousand.  This  was  equal 
to  or  greater  than  their  number,  as  I  estimated 
them. 

Greneral  Rosecrans,  at  his  suggestion,  ac- 
quiesced in  by  me,  was  to  move  northward  from 
his  eastera  march  in  two  columns :  one,  under 
Hamilton,  was  to  move  up  the  Fulton  and  £ast- 
port  road;  the  other,  under  Stanley,  on  the 
Jacinto  road  from  Bamett's. 

On  the  eighteenth  General  Ord's  command 
was  pushed  forward,  driving  in  the  enemy's 
pickflis  and  oapturing  a  few  nrisoners,  takine 
position  within  six  mfles  of  luka.  I  expected, 
frem  tlfes  foUowing  deqpatoh,  that  General  Rose- 
crans would  be  near  enough  by  the  night  of  the 
eighteenth  te  make  it  s^  for  Ord  to  press  for- 
ward on  tiie  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  and  bring 
ott  an  engagemant; 

"SaplMBber  18, 180% 

**QfBnKRiMM  GnavTt  One  of  my  spies,  in  from 
Reardon's,  <m  the  Bay  Spring  road,  teUs  of  a 
continuous  movement,  since  kst  Friday,  of  foroes 
eastward.  They  say  Van  Dom  is  to  defend 
Vioksbufg,  Breddnridge  to  make  his  way  to 
Kentucky,  Price  to  atteok  luka,  or  go  to  Ten- 
nessee. If  Price's  foroes  are  at  Inka,  the  plan  I 
propose  is,  te  move  up  as  dose  aa  we  can  to- 
night and  oonoeal  our  movessents;  Ord  to 
advance  from  Bumsville,  ooaiMDoe  the  attack, 
and  draw  tlmr  sMention  tbat  wav  while  I  move 
in  on  Hie  Jaointo  and  Fulton  road,  and  crushing 
in  their  left,  out  off  their  retreat  eastward. 

**  I  prepose  to  leaver  in  ten  minutes,  for  Jaointo, 
wfaenee  I  will  deapatoh  you  by  line  of  vedettes 
to  BurosvUie.  w  iU  wait  a  few  miawtes  to  hear 
from  yon  before  I  alsft  What  news  from 
Bnnnmllet 

*•  W.  a  ROSMBAH s. 


To  which  Isant  the  foUowiog  reply ; 
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''Gbksral  RofiTCBANs:  General  Roes'  com- 
mand  is  at  this  plaoe,  McArthtir's  diTiaion  is 
north  of  the  roaa,  two  miles  to  the  rear,  and 
Davis'  division  sonth  of  the  road,  north.  I  sent 
forward  two  regiments  of  infantry,  with  cavalry, 
by  the  road  north  of  the  railroad  toward  Inka, 
with  instmctions  for  them  to  bivouac  for  the 
night  at  a  point  which  was  designated,  abont 
four  miles  from  here,  if  not  interrupted,  and 
have  the. cavalry  feel  where  the  enemy  are.  Be- 
fore they  reached  the  point  on  the  road  (you 
will  see  it  on  the  map — ^the  road  north  of  the 
railroad)  they  met  what  was  supposed  to  be 
Armstrong's  cavalry.  The  rebel  cavalrv  were 
forced  back,  and  I  sent  instructions  there  to 
have  them  stop  for  the  night  where  they  thought 
they  could  safely  hold. 

"In  the  morning  troops  wiU  advance  from 
here  at  4}j^  a.  m.  An  anonymous  despatch,  just 
received,  states  that  Price,  Magruder,and  Breck- 
inridge have  a  force  of  sixty  thousand  between 
luka  and  Tupelo.  This,  I  fafave  no  doubt,  is  the 
understanding  of  citizens,  but  I  very  much 
doubt  this  information  being  correct  Tour 
reconnoissanoes  prove  that  were  is  but  littie 
force  south  of  Corinth  for  a  long  distance,  and 
no  ereat  force  between  Bay  Spring  and  the  rail- 
road. Make  as  rapid  an  advance  as  you  can, 
and  let  us  do  to-morrow  all  we  can.  It  may  be 
necessary  to  fall  back  the  day  following.  I 
look  upon  the  showing  of  a  cavalry  foifce  so 
near  us  as  an  indication  of  a  retreat,  and  they  a 
force  to  cover  it 

**  U.  8.  Graut, 


After  midaigbt  the  foUowiog  de^iatsh 
received : 


*<GBMraAL:  Tour  despatch  reeeived.  Qeneni 
Stanley's  divition  arrived  after  dark,  having 
been  detained  by  fUling  in  the  rear  of  Ross 
through  fault  of  guide.  Our  oavalry  six  milea- 
tfais  nde  of  Bametf  s ;  HamihoD's  Fuvt  brigade 
eight,  Seoond  brigade  nine  miles  this  side; 
Stanley's  near  Davenport's  Mills.  We  shaU 
move  as  eariy  as  praotloable— say  4)^  ▲.  m. 
This  wiU  giva  twenty  milea  maroh  for  Stanley 
to  luka.  SbaU  not,  therefore,  be  in  before  one 
or  two  o'clock,  but  when  we  oome  in  wiM  en- 
deavor to  do  it  •tiooely. 

'^  w.  &  BamKMdjm, 

»ig«dtar-QMtral,U.ft.  A." 

Receiving  tins  dMMitoh,  as  I  did,  late  »t  night, 
and  when  I  supposea  tiieae  troope  were  far  on 
their  way  toward  luka,  and  had  made  vgr  pkns 
accordingly,  eaused  sono  disa|i|)oiotawBt,  and 
made  a  change  of  plans  necessaiy.  I  imiMd^ 
ately  deapatwed  Gheneral  Ord,  giving  him  the 
substance  of  the  above,  and  directions  not  to 
move  on  the  enemy  until  Rosecrans  arrived,  or 
he  should  hear  firing  to  the  aovdi  of  lafaa.    Of 


this  cliange  General  Rosecrans  was  promplij 
informed  by  despatch,  sent  with  his  return  mes- 
senger. During  the  day  General  Ord  returned 
to  my  headquarters  at  luka,  and  in  oonsultatioxi 
we  both  agreed  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
(General  Rosecrans  to  get  his  troops  up  in  time 
to  make  an  aittack  that  day.  The  General  was 
instructed,  however,  to  move  forward,  driving 
in  the  enemy's  advance  guards,  but  not  to  brings 
on  an  engagement  unless  he  should  hear  floing. 
At  night  another  despatch  was  received  from 
(General  Rosecrans,  dated  from  Bametf  s,  about 
eight  miles  from  luka,  written  at  12:40  p.  m., 
stating  that  the  head  of  the  column  had  arriTed 
there  at  18*  m.  Owhig  to  the  density  of  tiie 
forests,  and  the  difficulties  of  passing  uie  small 
streams  and  bottoms,  ail  communications  b^ 
tween  General  Rosecrans  and  myself  had  to 

Ease  far  around — ^near  Jacinto— even  after  he 
ad  got  on  Hie  road  leading  north.  For  this 
reason  his  communication  was  not  received  until 
after  tiie  engs^ement  I  did  not  hear  of  the  ea- 
gagement,  however,  until  (iie  next  day,  although 
the  following  despatch  had  been  promptly  for- 
warded: 


'*  HcADQDAinBS  Amr  or  m  MHBHnt,        1 

Tiro  IfiLBB  SocTH  or  Iuka,  Sept.  19,  '62, 10)^  p.  x.  / 

*'  Gbnsral  :  We  met  the  enemy  in  just  about 
this  point  The  engagement  lasted  several 
hours.  We  have  lost  two  or  three  pieces  of 
artillery.  Firing  was  very  heavy,  i  ou  must 
attack  in  the  morning,  and  in  force.  The  ground 
is  horrid — ^unknown  to  us,  and  no  room  for  de- 
velopment; couldn't  use  our  artillezy  at  all; 
fired  but  few  shots.  Push  in  on  to  them  until 
we  can  have  time  to  do  something.  We  wiU 
try  to  get  a  position  on  our  right  which  will 
:a. 

<<  W.  S.  RosBoaANS, 

Brlgadiar-Oenenl,  U.  81  A,** 


try  to  ee 
take  luks 


TbiB  despatch  was  received  at  8:35  ▲.  x.,  on 
the  twentieth,  and  the  following  immediately 
sent: 

**  Gekeiull  Ord  :  Get  your  troops  up  and  attack 
as  soon  as  possible.  Rosecrans  had  two  hours' 
fightine  last  night,  and  now  this  morning  ^;ain, 
and  unless  you  can  create  a  diversion  in  his 
favor  he  may  find  his  hands  fuH 

"  Hurry  up  your  troops — all  possible. 

«  U.  S.  Grast, 


The  sMemeirt  that  the  engagement  had  cem- 
menoed  again  in  themomtag  waa  onthe  atreogth 
of  hearing  artillery.  General  Ord,  heaiinr  the 
same,  however,  pushed  on  with  all  poaaibM  de- 
spaileh,  wi^out  awaltrng  orders. 

Twoof  my  staff-— Colonefa  Dnkey  and  Logan — 
had  gene  around  to  where  Gensial  RooMrans 
was,  and  were  with  kioi  durteg  the  e«iT  part 
of  the  engagement  Retnming  in  the  dnnc  and 
endeavoring  to  out  oif  some  of  the  diatnioe, 
tiiey  became  lost  and  entangled  in  the  woods, 
and  remained  omt  over  nigfiti  arriviiig  at  head- 
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qnarten  next  morziii^  about  the  aaine  hour  that 
General  Roeeocaua'  messeuger  arrived.  For  the 
particular  troops  engaged,  and  the  part  taken 
by  eaoh  regiment,  I  wiU  have  to  refer  you  en- 
tirely to  uie  acooiapanying  reports  .of  those 
officers  who  were  present. 

Not  occupying  luka  afterward  for  djoy  length 
of  time,  and  then  not  until  a  force  sufficient  to 
eive  protection  for  any  great  distance  arrived 
rdie  battle  was  fought  about  two  miles  out), 
I  cannot  accompany  this  with  a  topogiaphioal 
map.  I  send,  however,  a  map  showing  all  the 
roads  and  plans  named  in  this  report  The 
country  between  the  road  travelled  by  General 
Qrd's  command,  to  some  diatance  south  of  the 
railroad,  is  impassable  for  cavalry,  and  almost 
ao  for  infrntry.  It  is  impossible  for  artillery  to 
move  southward  to  the  road  travelled  by  Gen- 
eral Bosecrans'  command.  Soon  after  despatoh- 
ing  General  Ord,  word  was  brought  by  one  of 
my  staff,  Colonel  HUlyer,  that  the  enemy  were 
in  full  retreat  I  immediately  proceeded  to 
luka  and  found  that  the  enemy  had  left  during 
the  night,  taking  every  thing  with  them  except 
their  wounded  and  the  artiUery  taken  by  them 
the  evening  before.  Gk)ing  south  by  the  Fulton 
road,  Generya  Stanley  and  Hamilton  were  in 
pursuit  « 

This  was  the  first  I  knew  of  the  Fulton 
Toad;  with  it  occupied,  no  route  would  have 
been  left  them  except  east,  with  the  difficult 
bottom  of  Bear  Creek  to  cross,  or  north-east, 
with  the  Tennessee  River  in  their  front,  or  to 
conquer  their  way  out  A  partial  examination 
of  the  country^  afterwards  convinced  me,  how- 
eTor,  that  troops  moving  in  separate  columns  by 
the  route  suggested,  could  not  support  each 
other  until  they  arrived  near  luka.  On  the 
other  hand  an  attempt  to  retreat  according  to 
the  programme,  would  have  brought  General 
Ord,  wi£  his  force,  on  the  rear  of  the  retrea1>- 
ing  column. 

For  casualties  and  ioaptures,  see  accompany- 
ing reports. 

The  battle  of  luka  foots  up  as  follows : 

On  the  sixteenth  of  September  we  commenced 
to  collect  our  strength  to  move  upon  Price,  at 
luka,  in  two  columns ;  the  one  to  the  nght  of 
the  railroad,  commanded  by  Brigadier-Gfeneral 
(now  Major-General)  W.  S.  Bosecrans ;  the  one 
to  the  left  commanded  by  M%jor-General  £.  0.  C. 
Ord.  On  the  night  of  the  eighteenth  the  latter 
was  in  position  to  bring  on  an  engagement  in 
one  hour*s  march.  The  former,  from  having  a 
greater  distance  to  march,  and  through  the  unit 
of  a  guide,  was  twenty  miles  back.  On  the  nine- 
teenui,  by  making  a  rapid  march,  hardy,  wellr 
disciplined,  and  tried  troops  arrived  within  two 
miles  of  the  place  to  be  attacked.  Unexpectedly 
the  enemy  took  the  i9itiative  and  became  the 
attacking  party.  The  ground  chosen  was  such 
that  a  Eurgo  foroe  on  our  side  could  not  be 
brought  into  action ;  but  the  braver  v  and  endui^ 
aoce  of  those  broughi  in  wasenoh  that,  with  the 
flkill  and  presence  of  mind  of  the  <^cer  oom- 
"•^^^»"g,  mey  were  able  to  hokl  their  ground 


till  night  closed  the  conflict  During  the  ni^ht 
the  enemy  fled,  leaving  our  troops  in  possession 
of  the  field,  with  their  dead  to  bury  and  wound- 
ed to  care  for.  If  it  was  the  object  of  the  enemy 
to  make  their  wapr  into  Kentucky,  they  were 
defeated  in  that ;  if  to  hold  their  position  until 
Van  Dom  could  con^  up  on  the  soutii-west  of 
Corinth,  and  make  a  simultaneous  attack,  they 
were  defeated  in  that  Our  only  defeat  was  in 
not  capturing  the  entire  army,  or  in  destroying 
it,  as  1  had  hoped  to  do. 

It  was  a  part  of  General  Hamilton*s  command 
that  did  the  fighting,  directed  entirely  by  that 
cool  and  deserviug  officer.  I  commend  him  to 
the  President  for  acknowledgment  of  his  ser- 
vice& 

During  the  absence  of  these  forces  from  Cor- 
inth, that  post  was  left  in  charge  of  Brigadier- 
General  T.  J.  McKean.  The  southern  front  from 
Jacinto  to  Rienzi  was  under  the  charge  of  Col- 
onel DuBois,  with  a  small  infantry  and  cavalry 
force.  The  service  was  most  satisfactorily  per- 
formed. Colonel  DuBois  showing  great  vigiltuice 
and  efficiency.  I  was  kept  constantly  advised 
of  the  movements  of  flying  bodies  of  cavalry 
that  were  hoverin£  in  our  front 

The  wounded,  both  friend  and  enemy,  are 
much  indebted  to  Surgeon  J.  G.  F.  Holbrook, 
Medical  Director,  for  his  untiring  labor  in  or- 
ganizing hospitals  and  providingfor  their  every 
want 

I  cannot  dose  thia  report  without  paying  a 
tribute  to  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  compris- 
ing this  command.  Their  conduct  on  the  march 
was  exeuiplary,  and  all  were  eager  to  meet  the 
enemy.  The  possibihty  of  defeat  I  do  not  think 
entered  the  mind  of  a  single  individual,  and  I  be- 
lieve this  same  feeling  now  pervades  the  entire 
army  which  I  have  the  honor  to  command. 

1  neglected  to  mention  in  the  proper  connection 
that  to  cover  our  movement  from  Corinth,  and 
to  attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy  in  another 
direction,  I  ordered  a  movement  from  Bolivar 
towards  Holly  Springs.  This  was  conducted  by 
Brigadier-General  Lauman. 

Before  completing  this  report  the  report  of 
Msgor-General  Ord  was  received,  and  accompa- 
nies this: 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 
Yonr  obedient  servant, 

U.  &  GsilNT, 

lfl^)or•ClenAraL 


Dog.  64. 


THE  AFFAIB  AT  YIEHKA,  VA. 

yuniUL  808BN0K*B  STATIlfENT. 

In  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Rmresentatives, 
at  Waehington,  in  A^nil,  1864,  Mr.  Yoorhees 
alluded  to  the  affiur  at  Vienna^  which  took  place 
in  June,  1861,  which  called  forth  tiie  following 
from  General  Schenck : 

'*  The  gentleman's  alluaion  to  the  achiev^nent 
at  Vienna,  he  now  refuses  to  explain  with  that 
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iiigenioas  boldness  with  which  he  usually  ex- 
prcsHcs  himself  upon  all  subjects.  It  is  all  idle 
to  pretend  that  it  was  not  intended  as  a  sneer 
ana  a  slur.  The  same  attack  on  me  was  ventar- 
ed  by  oqo  or  two  other  members  of  this  House, 
but  not  here;  and  this  is  the  first  time  that 
anybody  has  ever  done  it  in  my  presence,  or 
where  there  was  an  opportoni^  to  reply  or 
correct 

**  I  wish  now,  onoe  for  all,  to  speak  of  this 
matter  myself ;  and  the  House  will  excuse  the 
egotism  which  the  circumstances  force  upon 
me. 

^  Early  in  the  war,  in  June,  18<n.,  happening 
to  be  the  first  Brigadier-Qeneral  of  volunteers 
ordered  across  the  Potomac,  I  proceeded  with 
my  brigade  under  these  orders  to  a  point  where 
I  established  my  camp  on  the  Loudon  and 
Hampshire  Railroad,  south  of  this  city,  and  a 
few  miles  above  Alexandria. 

"  Brigadier-€reneral  Daniel  Tyler,  of  Oonnecti- 
cut,  soon  afterwards  arrived  and  encamped  in 
the  same  neighborhood.  He  was  orderea  a  few 
days  afterwards,  by  our  commanding  General,  to 
proceed  with  a  force  of  four  hundred  men  up 
the  railroad,  in  a  train  of  cars,  and  did  so,  ex> 
tending  his  reconnoissance  not  only  to,  but 
some  distance  beyond,  Vienna.  The  next  day, 
or  the  second  day  after,  I  was  directed  to  send, 
by  similar  conveyance,  one  of  my  regiments  up 
the  road  to  go  as  far  as  that  point,  picketing 
the  line  of  road  by  leaving  companies  at  inter- 
vals along  it,  and  afterwards  to  establish  the 
regiment  at  a  crossing  on  the  road  to  Fall's 
Church,  some  seven  miles  below  Vienna.  A 
train  was  sent  to  me  for  that  purpose  from 
Alexandria.  When  the  cars  arrived  at  my  camp 
the  colonel  commanding  the  re^ment  (the  First 
Ohio  volupteer  infantry)  which  I  had  detedled 
for  that  service  not  having  returned  from  this 
city,  where  he  was  for  the  day  on  leave  of 
absence,  though  lie  subsequently  overtook  us 
on  the  road,  I  took  the  command  of  the  regi- 
ment and  proceeded  on  the  duty. 

"  When  we  slowly  approached  Vienna,  having 
then  still  three  or  perhaps  four  companies  re- 
maining, we  found  a  largely  superior  force  of 
rebels  had  taken  position  at  a  bend  of  the  rail- 
road, who  delivered  their  fire  on  us  with  three 
pieces  of  artillery.  They  were  brought  there 
probably  from  Genterville,  in  conseauence  of 
the  alarm  given  by  the  expedition  ot  the  day 
before. 

"  The  enemy's  force  was  subsequently  ascer- 
tained lu  consist  of  two  regiments  of  infantry, 
a  body  of  cavalry,  and  three  pieces  of  artillery. 
At  that  time  we  had  neither  artillery  nor  cav- 
alry attached  to  our  Union  brigades.  Bv  the 
rebel  fire,  although  at  first  it  was  beUeved  and 
was  reported  tSat  the  loss  was  greater,  the 
casualties  proved  to  be  eight  kined  and  four 
wounded — two  of  them  mortally.  None  of  us 
officers  or  men  had  ever  been  under  fire  before. 
But  I  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  conduct 
of  any.  Our  troops  were  oni«red  from  Ihe  cars, 
rallied,  formed,  and  afterwards,  the  night  then 


coming  on,  fell  slowly  back,  marohing  akog  the 
railroad  to  the  point  or  crossing  six  or  seven 
miles  below,  which  we  aflerwarcu  oontinifted  to 
hold.  All  tiie  wounded  but  one  were  brought 
away.  So  far  as  my  oonduct  in  that  matter  ia 
concerned,  it  is  not  for  me  to  oommeat  upon 
it.  

Doc.  66. 

NEW  BNGLANB  SOLDIEBS'  BEUEF  AS80- 

'     QIATION. 

FINAL  REPOBT  OF  THE  SUPERINTEKDENT. 


The  labors  of  this  association,  which  was  or- 
ganised on  the  ninth  of  April,  1862,  in  the  hope 
of  mitigating  the  hardships  of  the  soldier's  lot, 
are  now,  by  the  return  of  peace,  and  ^e  disso- 
lution of  tiie  principal  armies  of  the  republic, 
happily  ended.  Having  sent  the  last  wonnded 
soldier,  who  needed  our  aid,  rejoicing  on  his 
homeward  way,  and  finally  closed  the  doors  of 
our  hospital,  we  resign  into  the  hands  which 
conferred  them  upon  us,  the  responsiUe  trusts 
we  have  undertaken  to  discharge,  and  we  re- 
spectfully tender  to  those,  whose  constant  sad 
lavish  charity  has  made  our  labors  efficient,  a 
final  account  of  our  stewardship. 

Where  such  an  infinite  amount  of  service  was 
to  be  done,  we  could  not  expect  to  accomplish 
all  that  we  might  wish  or  that  might  be  de- 
manded of  us ;  and  if  those  who  have  placed  in 
our  hands  the  means  of  usefulness  shaO  be 
satisfied  that  we  have  done  all  that  we  could, 
we  shall  cease  from  our  labors  with  grat^ul 
hearts,  and  seek  no  other  praise  than  that  which 
springs  from  the  recollection  of  the  incalculable 
good  which  their  generous  bounty  has  enabled 
us  to  do. 

'  The  first  efforts  of  the  New  England  Soldiers' 
Relief  Association  were  directed  to  meeting  and 
supplying,  if  possible,  the  imperative  need  of  a 
hospital  for  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  in  this 
great  metropolis.  They  came  here  crowding 
back  from  the  battle-field  wounded,  sick,  weary, 
suffering.  For  a  time  the  Grovemment  of  the 
United  states  gladly  availed  itself  of  our  facili- 
ties for  this  service.  Then,  benefiting  by  its 
own  experience,  it  so  increased  its  means  of 
usefulness  tiiat  we  wore  left  to  oth^  depart- 
ments of  duty  which  the  (Government  could  not 
undertake — such  as  the  care  of  soldiers  dis- 
charged from  service,  often  houseless,  of  sol- 
diers on  furlough,  of  soldiers  passing  to  and  from 
the  war,  and  in  transit  through  New  York.  In 
addition  we  had  to  provide  hospital  shelter  and 
care  for  wounded  and  sick  men  who  were 
constantly  filling  into  our  hands  when  the  regu- 
lar govbmmentEd  channels  of  relief  were  crowd- 
ed and  overworked.  The  work  rapidly  in- 
creased until,  as  our  Association  was  formed 
**  to  aid  and  care  t<3ft  all  siek  and  wounded  sol- 
diers passing  through  the  city  of  New  Tock  on 
the  way  to  and  from  the  war,"  our  efforts  wer^ 
extended  to  soldiers  from  every  State^  We 
have,  therefore,  been  enabled  to  give  ahalter. 
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oomfort,  and  cheer  to  thotisanch  of  men.    This 
Icibor  has  taxed  onr  resources  to  an  extent,  of 
^p^hiohjin  the  beginning,  we  did  not  even  dream. 
The  vast  and  novel  experience  of  the  years 
±liroagh  which  we  have  just  passed  demanded 
far  more  than  conld  be  done  by  the  constitnted 
X>tiblic  authorities.    To  follow  such  armies  as  it 
put  into  the  field,  beyond  the  usual  provision 
lor  ordinary  expenses,  or,  at  most,  beyond  the 
xxiost  pressing  need  of  sickness  and  disaster,  was 
not  in  its  power.    The  love  and  sympathy  of 
±116  people,  for  whom  these  gallant  men  suffered, 
-^iras  left  to  do  the  rest.    To  step  in  between  Ihe 
provision*  which  official  authority  could  make, 
and  the  eager  readiness  of  personal  affection,  to 
l&and  over  tenderly  the  subject  of  disease  and 
eraffering  from  the  one  to  the  other,  to  supply 
the  lack  of  home  and  love  to  those  for  whom  no 
liome  and  no  love  waited  and  watched,  was  left 
to  the  considerate  wisdom  and  the  prompt  and 
diligent  kindness  of  hearts  glowing  with  a  gen- 
erous patriotism  and  Christian  devotion.    To  do 
this  great  work  the  New  England  Soldiers'  Re- 
lief Association  was  organized  in  April,  1862. 
A  suitable  building  was  provided,  and  the  work 
placed  in  trustworthy  hands.    I  am  sure  that  a 
concise  statement  of  the  duties  this  Association 
has  performed,  as  the  almoner  of  their  bounty, 
cannot  be  wearisome  or  uninteresting  to  those 
whose  liberal  and  unsparing  charity  has  fur- 
nished the  means  of  all  its  usefulness. 

From  ^e  ninth  day  of  April,  1862,  to  the  first 
day  of  September,  1865,  we  have  received,  reg- 
istered, lodged,  fed.  aided,  and  clothed  sick, 
wounded,  and  disabled  soldiers,  coming  from 
almost  every  State,  to  the  number  of  86,073 : 

Maine 11 ,330 

New  Hampshire 7,216 

Vermont 5,450 

Massachusetts 18,546 

Rhode  Island 2,655 

Connecticut 5,451 

New  York 11,850 

New  Jersey 1,253 

Pennsylvania 5,783 

Delaware 391 

Maryland 285 

District  of  Columbia 834 

Virginia 189 

West  Virginia 18 

North  Carolina. 56 

South  Carolina 46 

Georgia 50 

Alabama 19 

Mississippi 625 

Louisiana 65 

Texas 22 

Ohio 2,523 

Indiana 1,514 

Illinois 1,366 

Michigan 442 

Wisconsin 1,035 

Minnesota. 163 

Florida 10 

Iowa 219 


Kentucky 140 

Tennessee 20 

Arkansas 6 

Missouri.... 77 

Kansas 5 

California 31 

Vet  Res.  Corps 4,234 

U.S.  Navy 74 

U.  S.  Troops. ,,,: 2,097 

U.  8.  Colored  Troops 509 

Total 86,073 

We  also  received,  welcomed,  and  entertained 
New  England  regiments  passing  through  our 
city  on  me  way  to  the  fiela,  caring  and  provid- 
ing for  their  wants  to  the  aggregate  numher  of 
278,496  men.  In  like  manner  it  has  been  our 
privilege  to  welcome,  of  the  returning  veterans 
of  our  glorious  armies,  34y383  men,  bearing  upon 
their  standards  the  names  of  those  memorable 
battle-fields  upon  which  tfaey  have  won  such 
immortal  renown. 

The  foregoing  figures  are  made  irrespective 
of  detachments  of  men  otherwise  proviaed  for, 
and  of  avery  large  number  of  outside  recipients, 
whose  names  do  not  appear  upon  our  records, 
but  who  have,  from  time  to  time,  received  our 
aid. 

This  does  not  include  the  regiments  which 
have  passed  through  the  cily  from  the  States  of 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  the  care,  recep- 
tion, and  entertainment  of  which  has  devolved 
upon  their  energetic  and  able  military  agent, 
Colonel  John  H.  Almy,  whose  entire  time  has 
been  so  industriounly  devoted  to  their  interests, 
and  whose  early  and  constant  co-operation  with 
me  has  been  of  infinite  value  to  the  associ- 
ation. 

We  beg  leave  to  call  especial  attention  to  our 
Hospital  Record,  the  value  of  which  will  be  evi- 
dent upon  a  moment's  consideration.  Herein  we 
have  secured  and  recorded,  from  personal  visita- 
tions at  the  bedsides  of  our  suffering  soldiers  in 
hospitals  in  and  near  this  city,  the  nameSj  com- 
pany ^  regiment^  residence^  hospital^  date  qfadmis- 
sion^  vjotmd^  disease,  and  final  disposition  of 
every  soldier  who  has  been  admitted  within 
their  wards. 

The  countless  inquiries  that  came  to  us  from 
burdened  hearts,  and  the  eager,  painful,  and 
offcen  disappointed  search  for  some  single  suf- 
ferer, led  us  to  the  adoption  of  this  complete 
and  systematic  record,  which  has  amply  recom- 
pensed us. 

Of  the  labor  and  care  bestowed  upon  this  por- 
tion of  our  work,  some  estimate  may  be  formed 
from  the  ftust  tiiat  it  contains  the  nama^regir 
ments,  oompan^,  reHdenoe,  date  of  admission, 
wound  or  disease,  andfnaidisposiHon  of  91,609 
soldiers.    They  were  from  the  following  States : 

Maine '. 6,123 

New  Hampshire 3,103 

Vermont 2^91 

Massachusetts 8,686 
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Rhode  Island 1  ^  74 

Connecticut 3,920 

New  York 27,233 

New  Jersey 7,300 

Pennsylvania 5,661 

Delaware 143 

Maryland 369 

Virginia 97 

Ohio 6,307 

Indiana 1,247 

Illinois 2,052 

Michigan 2^28 

Wisconsin 1,576 

U.S.  Troops 3,013 

Vet  Res.  Corps 1,326 

Pris.  of  War. ; 3,007 

District  of  Columbia. 39 

North  Carolina 35 

South  Carolina. 43 

Alabama 29 

Louisiana 18 

Kentucky 157 

Tennessee 35 

Iowa 633 

Minnesota 18 

Florida 4 

Missouri 132 

Georgia 14 

Mississippi : 5 

U.  S.  Colored  Troops 1,635 

Signal  Corps 25 

Miscellaneous 524 


Total 91 ,609 

Thus,  it  will  be  perceived  that,  during  the 
three  years  and  four  months  this  institution  has 
been  in  operation,  it  has  aided,  lodged,  and  gen- 
erally provided  for,  within  its  walls,  besides  the 
numerous  calls  upon  its  resources  for  out-door 
relief,  the  large  number  of  86,073. 

And  it  will  be  seen  by  tlie  footings  of  the 
"  General  Hospital  Register"  of  this  association, 
that  the  names,  companies,  regiments,  residences, 
disease  or  wound,  and  final  disposition  of  dl  sol- 
diers who  have  been  admitted  to  hospitals  in 
this  dty  and  vicinity,  have  been  permanently 
and  systematically  recorded,  to  the  number  of 
91,609. 

The  number  of  soldiers  and  regiments  re- 
ceived and  cared  for  in  their  passage  to  the  war, 
was  278,496 — viz. :  from  Massachusetts^55,234 ; 
from  New  Hampshire,  33,256 ;  from  Vermont, 
34,555 ;  from  Mame,  55,449. 

The  number  of  soldiers  received  and  enter- 
tained upon  their  return  from  the  war,  was 
34,383. 

The  total  numt>er  of  sick,  wounded,  enfeebled, 
discharged,  furloughed,  and  passing  soldiers 
aided  and  provided  for,  was  490,661. 

The  gross  amount  of  our  expenditure  during  the 
above  period  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
report  of  Marvelle  W.  Cooper,  Eaq.,  our  ener- 
getic Treasurer,  whose  hearty  and  sympathetic 
action  has  been  so  sfrongly  enlisted  ior  the  wel- 
fare of  the  associatioii  and  its  objects. 


Amount  of  expenditoces  of  the  Now  Eogbud 
Soldiers'  Belief  Association  from  April  9th^8^, 
to  its  close,  September  1st,  1865  (forty-two 
months),  $60,518.29,  being  an  average  per  month 
of  91,440.91. 

In  this  connection  it  is  my  duty,  as  weU  as  n^ 
pleasure,  to  acknowledge  the  attention  of  the  U. 
S.  Sanitary  Commission  throughout  the  war,  to 
our  interests,  and  their  final  action  in  ftM«w*n''^ 
the  debts  of  the  association,  amounting  to  seven 
thousand  three  hundred  and  seven  dollan  and 
four  cents  (97^07.04). 

In  this  rapid  review  of  the  benefits  which 
have  been  secured  by  this  associati^Dy  we  find 
that  it  has  been  to  the  passing  soldier  his  "Mid- 
way Home"  to  and  from  the  battle-field,  whore 
he  might  tarry  for  a  night»  or  wait  untU  tnns- 
portatiou  could  be  furnished ;  to  the  diacbaiged 
veteran,  weary,  maimed,  and  feeble,  a  place  of 
refuge  and  shelter ;  to  the  homeless  soldier  an 
asylum  where  he  has  ever  been  made  welcome 
to  the  charities  it  has  dispensed,  until  proper 
provision  could  be  made  for  him,  or  until  ne  has 
been  called  to  that  eternal  rest  whidi  lies  beycmd 
this  battle-field  of  life. 

To  the  anxious  ones  at  home  it  baa  been  a 
central  bureau  of  information,  alwaya  open  to 
all  inquiries,  and  a  key  and  military  guide  to  all 
matters  concerning  their  interests. 

To  mention  all  to  whom  we  are  speciaDy  in- 
debted for  their  active  sympathy  ana  assistance 
in  accomplishing  these  results,  and  to  measure 
out  to  each  his  adequate  portion  of  thanbi^ 
would  be  altogether  impossible ;  but,  not  to 
make  anv  distinctions,  we  cannot  close  this  Re- 
port without  placing  upon  record  in  the  most 
earnest  manner,  an  acknowledgment  of  our 
constant  obligations  to  the  Young  Men's  Night 
Watchers'  Association,  R.  B.  Lookwood,  Esq., 
President,  who  have  maintained,  during  four 
entire  years,  their  most  commendable  oi^ganiza- 
tion,  and  have  never  permitted  a  night  to  {mss 
without  two  of  their  number  watching,  as  faith- 
ful nurses,  at  the  bedsides  of  our  brave  defend- 
ers. While  writing  my  report  I  have  received 
the  sad  intelligence  of  the  deaUi  of  the  former 
estimable  President  of  this  association,  Mr. 
Charles  T.  Coggeshall,  who  has  parsed  to  that 
rest  the  pathway  to  which  he  had  done  so  much 
to  smooth  for  many  a  sick  and  weary  soldier  in 
our  rooms.  To  the  benevolent  and  soldiers'  re- 
lief societies,  and  to  town  and  church  organisa- 
tions, and  individuals  in  the  Eastern  States  and 
New  York,  our  thanks  are  especially  due.  It  is 
a  matter  of  regret  that  the  limits  prescribed  to 
this  report  render  it  impossible  to  make  diat 
detailed  acknowledgment  which  the  tender  char- 
ities and  forethought  of  the  donors  deserve. 
This  stream  of  charity  has  never  ceased  to  flow. 
If  ever  our  supplies  have  fiJlen  short,  it  has  re- 
quired but  a  whisper  of  our  needs  to  bring  a 
most  substantial  answer.  To  Mrs.  B.  A.  Rus- 
sell, our  Matron,  also,  we  tender,  on  behalf  of 
the  manv  thousand  sufferers  whom  she  has  re- 
lieved, the  fullest  and  warmest  thanks — ^the  only 
limit  to  whose  labor  has  been  her  prompt  and 
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sympathetio  oompliaDce  with  the  demands  her 
onerouB  and  trying  positions  have  imposed.  Dr. 
Everett  Herrick.  too,  deserves  the  special  thanks 
of  all  who  have  been  interested  in  oar  labors,  for 
the  nnremitting  care  and  marked  skill  which 
he  has  exhibited  in  his  attendance  at  the  hospi- 
tal. To  8.  E.  Low,  Esq.,  our  former  Treasurer, 
whose  protracted  absence  from  the  city  last 
year  made  his  resignation  necessary,  llie  asso- 
ciation is  indebted  for  the  ability,  prudence,  and 
systematic  care  with  which  he  so  successfully 
managed  our  financial  concerns,  as  well  as  for 
the  hearty,  zealous,  and  earnest  co-operation 
which  he  g^ve  to  aU  matters  which  appertained 
to  the  interests  of  the  sick  and  wounded  sol- 
diers. To  the  Reverend  Alex.  R.  Thompson, 
D.  D.,oQr  Chaplain,  whose  self-imposed  and  effi- 
cient labors  at  the  altar  of  our  institution,  and 
whose  devoted  ministrations  by  the  bedside  of 
our  sick,  wounded,  and  dying  men,  have  won 
the  love  of  all ;  and  finaUy,  to  the  Ladies*  Com- 
mittee, whose  untiring  labors  have  been  only  an 
illustration  of  that  self-sacrificing  devotion  to 
the  cause  which  has  so  marked  and  character- 
ized the  women  of  our  country  tiiroughout  the 
war,  we  tender  the  homage  of  our  gratitude 
and  honor.  I  cannot  dose  this  portion  of  my 
report  without  acknowledging  in  some  feeble 
manner  the  opportune  aid  and  counsel  at  idl 
times  so  courteously  rendered  to  this  associa- 
tion by  Major-General  John  A.  Dix,  late  com- 
manding officer  of  this  Department,  in  the  midst 
of  the  multiplied  and  onerotA  duties  of  his  po- 
sition. It  is  also  eminently  due  to  Brigadier- 
General  R.  8.  Satterlee,  Medical  Purveyor  of  the 
Department,  that  a  proper  acknowled^ent 
should  be  made  for  his  kindly  coH)peration  in 
assisting  us  to  provide  for  the  necessities  of  our 
soldiers ;  as  well  as  to  Colonel  W.  J.  Sloan,  Med- 
ical Director,  whose  humane  co-operation  in  aU 
matters  appertaining  to  the  interests  of  our 
sick  and  wounded  soldiers  was  so  freely  and 
constantiy  afforded.  And  finally,  of  Charles  A. 
Stetson,  his  most  estimable  &mily,  and  the  As- 
ter House,  I  must  not  forget  to  remind  you,  and 
to  return  our  thanks  for  their  long-continued 
kindness.  The  near  proximity  of  our  rooms  to 
the  Astor,  impelled  us  at  idl  hours  of  tiie  day 
and  night  to  call  upon  them  for  the  luxuries  and 
delicacies  of  the  market,  and  especially  on  the 
sudden  arrival  of  sick  and  wounded  officers  and 
men,  which  has  been  always  afforded  with  an 
unsparing  hand  and  a  hearty  will,  refusing  to 
receive  in  return  anvthing  but  our  thanks. 

I  have  said  that  the  labors  of  our  association 
are  now  formally  brought  to  a  close,  but  the 
sacred  duties  of  charity  still  remain.  Amid  the 
rejoicings  which  have  filled  tiie  national  heart 
at  the  final  success  of  our  arms,  the  restoration 
of  peace,  and  the  eager  return  of  our  people 
to  ttie  pursuits  of  industry,  we  must  not  forget 
the  claims  of  poverty  and  bereavement  heard 
on  every  hand.  We  cannot  forget  the  soldier's 
widow,  his  fatherless  child,  his  childless  parents, 
nor  the  soldier  himself,  broken  down  and  disa- 
bled in  the  service  of  our  common  cause.    Let 
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us  see  to  it  that  the  debt  of  gratitude  we  owe 
these  stricken  and  mourning  children  of  the 
Republic  is  fully  paid.  From  beneath  the  simple 
and  unlettered  head-boards  that  stud  the  battle- 
fields of  the  rebellion,  marking  the  resting-places 
of  its  heroic  defenders,  there  comes  an  appeal 
telling  us,  in  language  not  to  be  misunderstood, 
that  the  work  of  humanity,  so  well  begun  and 
carried  on,  is  not  fuUy  completed,  until  every 
crippled  and  disabled  soldier  shall  have  been 
adequately  and  tenderly  cared  for,  and  until 
every  helpless  widowed  heart  that  has  laid  its 
dearest  offering  upon  the  altar  of  our  country, 
shaD  have  received  such  consolation  and  such 
relief  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  grateful  people 
to  bestow. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frakx  E.  Howi. 

Saperliitoiuieiit. 

The  concise  and  admirable  report  of  our 
Superintendent,  detailing  the  results  of  the 
operations  of  this  association,  has  prepared  you 
for  the  final  report  of  its  Treasurer. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  sincere  regret  that 
Mr.  8.  E.  Low,  the  former  Treasurer,  who  labor- 
ed with  so  much  zeal  and  earnestness  in  all 
matters  connected  with  the  best  interests  of  the 
association,  and  to  whom  it  is  indebted  for  the 
practical  business  ability  and  hearty  co-opera- 
tion he  gave  to  all  objects  promotive  of  its  wel- 
fare, was  obliged  to  resign  his  position,  after 
over  three  years'  service,  on  account  of  neces- 
sary absence  from  the  city. 

Those  who  have  listened  to  the  simple,  truth- 
ful testimony  which  the  statistics  afford  of  the 
benefit  and  relief  which  the  generous  and  loyal 
offerings  of  our  people  have  enabled  the  associ- 
ation to  dispense  to  our  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers,  will  join  me  in  surprise  at  the  com- 
parative small  sum  which  it  has  cost  through 
the  economy  and  system  which  has  marked  its 
management 

On  July  1,  1865,  at  which  time  the 
books  and  accounts  of  the  associa- 
tion were  transferred  to  my  hands, 
there  was  in  bank  a  balance  of 93,969  29 

Donations  from  that  time  to  the  close 
of  the  association 1,350  00 

Amount  advanced  by  Treasurer 130  06 

•5,449  35 
The  expenditures  for  the  same  period, 
to  wit,  for  the  months  of  June,  July, 
August,  and  September,  have  been 
for  rent,  salaries,  and  current  ex- 
penses  95,449  36 

Thus  closing  my  account  for  moneys  received. 

This  statement,  does  not  include  a  number  of 
long-standing  unpaid  accounts  of  the  associa- 
tion for  rent,  etc.,  etc.,  which  have  been  gener- 
ously assumed  by  the  United  States  Sanitary 
Commission  to  the  amount  of  97,307  04. 
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In  this  connection  the  fact  moBt  not  be  lost 
siebt  of,  tbat  the  association  has  been  greatly 
relieved  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view  from  the 
location  of  several  military  agencies  at  its  rooms, 
represented  by  Colonel  Howe,  through  whom 
many  expenditures  have  been  met  in  his  capa- 
city of  Military  Agent,  which  otherwise  would 
have  devolved  upon  the  association  to  pay. 

I  cannot  close  this  brief  smnmaiy  of  the 
official  connection  I  have  had  the  privilege  of 
holding  with  this  association,  without  expressing 
my  deep  convictionB  of  the  great  ffood  that 
has  been  accomplished  in  its  continued  work  of 
love  and  mercy,  of  the  energy,  unremitting  labor, 
and  watchful  sympathy  which  has  characterized 
each  and  every  department,  and  of  the  earnest, 
hearty  direction,  and  consummate  ability  which 
has  marked  its  superintendence. 

Few  who  are  not  conversant  with  the  details 
of  an  association  similar^  established  upon  the 
basis  of  voluntary  offerings  can  imagme  the 
amount  of  unceasing  anxiefy  which  its  constant 
demands  beffet,  to  meet  and  adequately  provide 
for  the  huncbreds  of  cases  of  suffering  and  need 
which  are  confidently  seeking  it  for  relief,  apart 
from  the  labor  and  watchfulness  its  operations 
continually  impose. 

Tlie  bright  record  which  this  association  ex- 
hibits of  its  service  during  the  rebellion,  is  a 
proper  subject  of  rejoicing  not  only  for  the 

gains  that  have  been  assuaged,  woimds  that 
ave  been  healed,  sick,  suffering,  and  enfeebled 
that  have  been  ministered  to,  but  as  a  continued 
evidence  of  that  sympathy  and  devotion  to  the 
success  of  the  cause,  and  prompt,  timely  succor 
of  its  defenders,  which  has  characterized  us  as  a 
people. 

M.  W.  GOOPEB, 

TrMurarer. 

MmtUea  of  ihe  Final  Meeting. 

A  final  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  New 
England  Soldiers  Kelief  Association  was  held, 
Februaxy  12, 1866,  at  57  Broadway,  Room  No. 
12;  Hon.  Wm.  M.  Evarts,  President,  in  the 
chair. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  F.  E.  Howe,  Colonel  J. 
H.  Almy  was  appointed  secretary  pro  tern, 

Memhers  present — Wm.  M.  Evarts,  Samuel  E. 
Low,  Hon.  Kufus  F.  Andrews,  L.  W.  Winches- 
ter, Prosper  M.  Wetmore,  Cbarled  Gould,  Henry 
M.  Taber,  William  H.  Fogg,  Hon.  B.  W.  Bonney, 
Major  J.  A.  Pullen,  Henry  A.  Coit,  Dr.  Meazar 
Parmly,  Elliot  C.  Cowdin,  George  Cabot  Ward, 
D.  Randolph  Martin,  William  H.  Lee,  L.  L  Howe, 
Levi  P.  Morton,  Hon.  Henry  W.  Hubbell,  Charles 
A.  Peabody.  Josiah  Hedden,  Rev.  Aiex.  R. 
Thompson,  D  J).,  R.  B.  Lockwood,  Colonel  J.  H. 
Almy. 

The  reports  of  the  superintendent,  Colonel 
Frank  E.  Howe,  and  treasurer,  M.  W.  Cooper, 
were  presented,  after  which  remarks  were  made 
by  General  P.  M.  Wetmore,  in  which  he  referred 
to  the  early  history  of  the  association — the 
great  labor  performed  and  beneficent  results. 


He  also  alluded,  in  terms  of  high  eulogium,  to 
the  devoted  labors  of  the  superintendent;  to 
his  disinterested  love  and  zeal,  which  had  won 
the  admiration  of  all;  and  closed  by  offering 
the  following  resolution,  passed  unanimously  : 

Resolved^  That  the  grateful  acknowledgmeitta 
and  high  appreciation  of  this  association  are 
due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  Colonel  Frank 
£.  Howe,  for  his  patriotic  and  humane  devotion 
to  the  interests  of  the  soldien,  who,  disabled 
and  suffering,  were  the  recipients  of  his  thought- 
ful kindness  and  care. 
On  motion  of  Hon.  R.  F.  Andrews,  it  waa 
Be8olved,ThaX  the  able  and  comprehensive 
report  of  the  superintendent  be  accepted  and 
adopted,  and  published  in  the  leading  New 
York  dailies,  including  those  of  the  New  Eng- 
land States,  and,  also,  that  it  be  printed  in 
pamphlet  form. 
On  motion  of  Hon.  R.  F.  Andrews,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  association 
are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  Hon.  Wm. 
M.  Evarts,  president,  for  the  able  and  efficient 
manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  his  duties, 
and  for  the  benefits  which  the  association  has 
received  from  the  influence  of  his  name. 

Mr.  Evarts,  in  thanking  the  meeting  for  the 
honora  done  him,  briefly  referred  to  his  connec- 
tion with  the. association,  and  the  pride  and 
satisfaction  he  had  taken  in  being  so  honorably 
identified  with  its  service,  hi  dosing,  Mr. 
Evarts  pronounced  the  New  England  Soldiers' 
Relief  Associatioit  dissolved. 

J.  H.  AucT, 
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BEPOBT  07  GENERAL  R.  B.  US. 

BsADQDABisBS  Armt  qt  KoBriHncsr  VnaznA, 
Moremb«r  20, 1883. 


} 

Qenerai  8.  Cooper,  AcfhUant  and  Inspedoi^ 
General,  Richmond,  Virginia  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  afWr 
the  return  of  the  army  to  the  Rappahannock,  it 
was  disposed  on  both  sides  of  the  Orange  acd 
Alexandria  Railroad,  Oeneral  Ewell's  corps  on 
the  right  and  Genend  Hill's  on  the  left,  with  th« 
cavalry  on  each  flank.  The  troops  were  placed 
as  near  the  river  as  suitable  ground  for  encamp- 
ments could  be  found,  and  most  of  the  artillery 
sent  to  the  nearest  point  in  the  rear  where  the 
animals  could  be  foraged. 

To  hold  the  line  of  tiie  Rappahannock  at  this 
part  of  its  course,  it  was  deemed  advadtsgeoiis 
to  maintain  our  communication  with  the  north 
bank,  to  threaten  any  flank  movement  the  enemy 
might  make  above  or  below,  and  thus  compel 
him  to  divide  his  forces,  when  it  was  hoped  that 
an  opportunity  would  be  presented  to  conceiv 
trate  on  one  or  the  other  parL  For  this  par- 
pose,  a  point  was  selected  a  short  distaoce 
above  the  site  of  the  railroad  bridge^  where  the 
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hiBs  on  eftch  side  of  the  river  afforded  protection 
to  onr  pontoon  bridge,  and  increafled  the  means 
of  defence. 

The  enemy  had  previoaslr  constmcted  some 
small  earthworks  on  these  nills  to  repel  an  at- 
tack from  the  sontb.  That  on  the  north  side 
was  converted  into  a  Ute-de-poni^  and  a  line  of 
rifle-trenches  extended  along  the  crest  on  the 
right  and  left  to  the  river  bank.  The  works  on 
the  sonth  side  were  remodelled,  and  sunken 
batteries  for  additional  rnns  constructed  on  an 
adjacent  hill  to  the  left.  Higher  up  on  the  same 
side  and  east  of  the  railroad,  near  the  river 
bank,  sunken  batteries  for  two  guns,  and  rifle- 
pits  were  arranged  to  command  the  railroad  em- 
bankment, under  cover  of  which  tiie  enemy 
might  advance. 

lliese  works  were  slight,  but  were  deemed  ade- 
quate to  accomplish  tne  object  for  which  they 
were  intended.  The  pontoon  bridge  was  con- 
sidered a  sufficient  means  of  communication,  as, 
in  the  event  of  the  troops  north  of  the  river  be- 
ing compelled  to  withdraw,  their  crossing  could 
be  covered  by  the  artillery  and  infantry  in  the 
works  on  the  south  side.  Four  pieces  of  artil- 
lery were  placed  in  the  tiUHi^poni  and  eight 
others  in  the  works  opposite. 

The  defence  of  this  position  was  entrusted  to 

'  LieutenantXrenerai  EweU's  corps,  and  the  troops 

of  Johnson's  and  Early's  divisions  guarded  them 

alternately,  Rodes'  division  being  stationed  near 

Kellv's  Ford. 

The  enemy  be^n  to  rebuild  the  railroad  as 
soon  as  we  withdrew  from  Bristoe  Station, 
his  army  advancing  as  the  work  progressed.  His 
movements  were  regularly  reported  by  our 
scouts,  and  it  was  known  that  he  had  advanced 
from  Warrenton  Jimction  a  few  days  before  the 
attack. 

His  approach  towards  the  Bappahannock 
was  announced  on  the  sixth  of  November,  and 
about  noon  next  day  his  infantrv  were  discover- 
ed advancing  to  the  bridge,  while  a  large  force 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Kelly's  Ford,  where 
the  first  attack  was  made.  At  the  latter  point 
the  ground  on  the  north  side  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock commands  that  on  the  south,  and  prepara- 
tions had  been  made  only  for  such  resistance  to 
the  passage  of  the  river  as  would  sufiice  to  gain 
time  for  putting  the  troops  in  a  position  selected 
in  rear  of  the  ford,  with  a  view  to  contest  the 
advance  of  the  enemv  after  crossing. 

In  accordance  with  this  intention.  General 
Bodes  had  one  regiment,  the  Second  North  Caro- 
lina, on  picket  along  the  river,  the  greater  part 
of  it  being  at  Kelly's  with  the  Thirtieth  North 
Garolipa  in  reserve,  supporting  a  battery.  As 
soon  as  he  perceived  mat  the  enemy  was  in 
force,  he  ordered  his  division  to  take  the  posi- 
tion referred  to  in  rear  of  the  ford.  While  it  was 
getting  into  line,  the  enemy's  artillery  opened 
tipon  we  Second  North  Carolina,  and  soon  drove 
it  to  shelter,  except  a  few  companies  near  the 
ford,  which  continued  to  fire  from  the  rifle-pits. 
The  Thirtieth  was  advanced  to  the  assistance 
of  tiie  Second,  but  in  moving  across  the  open 


ground  was  broken  by  the  concentrated  fire  of  the 
enemy's  artillery,  and  took  refuge  behind  some 
buildmgs  at  the  river.  The  enemy  being  un- 
opposed except  bj^  the  party  at  the  rifle-pits, 
crossed  at  the  rapids  above  the  ford,  and  cap- 
tured the  tro6ps  defending  it,  together  with  a 
large  number  of  the  Thirtieth  North  Carolina, 
who  refused  to  leave  the  shelter  of  the  houses. 

A  pontoon  bridge  was  then  laid  down,  on 
which  a  large  force  crossed  to  l^e  south  b^nk. 
(General  Rodes,  in  the  mean  time,  had  placed  his 
division  in  position,  the  resistance  of  tne  Second 
North  Carolina  having  delayed  the  enemy  suffi- 
ciently for  this  purpose. 

The  advance  of  the  Thirtieth  does  not  appear 
to  have  contributed  to  the  result,  which,  as  pre- 
viously stated,  was  the  object  of  contesting  the 
passage.  It  was  not  intended  to  attack  the 
enemy  until  he  should  have  advanced  from  the 
river,  where  it  was  hoped  that  by  holding 
in  check  the  force  at  the  bridge,  we  would  be 
able  to  concentrate  upon  the  ouer.  With  this 
view,  General  Johnson's  division  was  ordered  to 
reinforce  Greneral  Rodes. 

In  the  meantime  a  large  force  was  displayed 
in  our  front  at  the  bridge,  upon  receiving  infor- 
mation of  which  General  A.  P.  Hill  was  ordered 
to  get  his  corps  in  readiness,  and  Anderson's 
division  was  advanced  to  the  river,  on  the  left 
of  the  railroad.  The  artillery  was  also  ordered 
to  move  to  the  front.  General  Early  put  his 
division  in  motion  towards  the  bridge  and  has- 
tened thither  in  person.  The  enemy's  skir- 
mishers advanced  in  strong  force  wiui  heavy 
supports,.and  ours  were  slowly  withdrawn  into 
the  trenches. 

Hoke's  brigade  of  Early's  division,  under 
Colonel  Godwin  (General  Hoke  bein^^  absent 
with  one  regiment  on  detached  service),  rein- 
forced General  Hays,  whose  brigade  occupied 
the  north  bank.  No  other  troops  were  sent 
over,  the  two  brigades  mentioned  being  suffi- 
cient to  man  the  works,  and  though  inferior  to 
the  enemy  in  numbers,  the  nature  of  the  posi- 
tion was  such  that  he  could  not  attack  with  a 
front  more  extended  than  our  own.  The  re- 
mainder of  Early's  division  was  placed  in  sup- 
porting distance,  one  regiment  being  stationed 
in  the  rifle-trenches  on  the  south  bank  east  of 
the  railroad.  A  eun  from  the  works  on  the  left 
of  the  road  was  sdso  ordered  to  be  placed  in  the  ' 
battery  at  this  point,  to  command  the  approach 
by  the  railroad  embankment  on  the  opposite 
side,  but  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  had  ad- 
vanced so  near  the  river  that  the  order  was 
countermanded,  the  preparations  already  made 
being  deemed  sufficient  The  enemy  placed 
three  batteries  on  the  hills,  from  which  our 
skirmishers  had  been  forced  to  retire,  and  main- 
tained an  active  fire  upon  our  position  until 
dark,  doing  no  damage,  no wever,  so  far  as  has 
been  reported. 

Our  batteries  replied  from  both  sides  of  the 
river,  but  with  so  little  effect  that  the  two  on 
the  south  bank  were  ordered  to  cease  firing. 
Light  skirmishing  took  plaoe  idong  the  line. 
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It  was  not  known  whether  this  demonstration 
was  intended  as  a  serious  attack,  or  only  to 
clover  the  movement  of  the  force  that  had 
crossed  at  Kelly's  Ford,  but  the  lateness  of  the 
hour  and  the  increasing  darkness  induced  the 
belief  that  nothing  would  be  attempted  until 
morning.  It  was  believed  that  our  troops  on 
the  north  side  would  be  able  to  maintain  their 
position  if  attacked,  and  that  in  any  case  tibey 
could  withdraw,  under  cover  of  the  guns  on 
the  north,  the  location  of  the  pontoon  bridge 
being  beyond  the  reach  of  a  direct  fire  from 
any  position  occupied  by  the  enemy. 

As  soon,  however,  as  it  became  dark  enough 
to  conceal  his  movements,  the  enemy  advanced 
in  overwhelming  hiunbers  against  our  rifle- 
trenches,  and  succeeded  in  canying  them  m  the 
manner  described  in  the  reports  of  Generals 
Early  and  Hays. 

It  would  appear  from  these  reports,  and  the 
short  duration  of  the  firing,  that  the  enemy  was 
enabled  to  approach  very  near  the  works  before 
being  seen.  The  valley  in  our  front  aided  in 
concealing  his  advance  from  view,  and  a  strong 
wind  effectually  prevented  any  movement  from 
being  heard.  It  was  essential  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  position  under  these  circumstances, 
that  sharpshooters  should  have  been  thrown 
forward  to  give  early  information  of  his  ap- 

E roach,  in  order  that  he  might  be  subjected  to 
re  as  long  as  possible,  but  it  is  not  stated  tiiat 
this  precaution  was  taken.  The  breaking  of 
the  enemy's  first  line  and  the  surrender  of  part 
of  it,  on  described  in  the  reports,  also  contrib- 
uted to  divert  attention  from  the  approach  of 
the  second  and  third,  and  enabled  them  to  press 
into  the  works.  No  information  of  the  attack 
was  received  on  the  south  side  of  the  river 
until  too  late  for  the  artillerv  there  stationed  to 
aid  in  repelling  it,  and  it  does  not  appear  Ihat 
the  result  would  have  been  affected,  under  the 
circumstances,  by  the  presence  of  a  larger  num- 
ber of  guns.  The  artillery  in  the  works  at  the 
south  end  of  the  bridge  was  relied  upon  to  keep 
it  open  for  the  retreat  of  the  troops,  as  it  could 
sweep  the  crest  of  the  opposite  hill  at  short 
range.  The  darkness  of  the  night  and  the  fear 
of  injuring  our  own  men  who  had  surrendered, 
prevented  General  Early  from  using  it.  The 
bridge,  however,  seems  to  have  remained  acces- 
able  to  the  troops  on  the  left,  up  to  the  last  mo- 
ment, as  Lieiitenant-Golonel  Tate,  with  a  few 
men,  crossed  just  before  it  was  fired,  by  order 
of  General  Early. 

The  suggestions  above  mentioned  afford  the 
only  explanation  I  am  able  to  give  of  this  unfor- 
tunate affair,  as  the  courage  and  good  conduct 
of  the  troops  engaged  have  been  too  often  tried 
to  admit  of  question. 

The  loss  of  this  position  made  it  necessary  to 
abandon  the  design  of  attacking  the  force  that 
had  crossed  at  Kelly's  Ford,  and  the  army  was 
withdrawn  to  the  only  tenable  line  between 
Culpepper  Court-house  and  the  Rappahannock, 
where  it  remained  during  the  succeeding  day. 
The  position  not  being  regarded  as  favorable 


it  returned  the  night  following  to  the  Mmffa 
side  of  the  Rapidan.  The  loss  of  General  Rodes 
at  Kelly's  Ford  was  five  killed,  fifty-nine 
wounded,  and  two  hundred  and  ninety-five 
missing.  General  Earlv's  loss,  including  thnt  of 
the  artUlery,  was  six  killed,  thirty-nine  wonnded, 
and  sixteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine  missing, 
^me  repented  as  missing  were  probaUy  killed 
or  wounaed  and  left  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
and  others  failed  to  report  to  their  commands. 

Among  die  wounded  were  Colonel  Cox,  of 
the  Second  North  Carolina,  and  lientenant- 
Colonel  Sillars,  of  the  Thirtieth,  the  latter,  it  is 
feared,  mortally. 

I  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  Grefnerab 
Rodes  and  Early,  the  latter  enclosing  tfaom  of 
Greneral  Hays  and  Lieutenant^lonm  T\ate,  of 
Hoke's  brieade. 

A  map  of  the  localitv  is  also  annexed. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  Lb, 


BEPOBT  or  UEDTEKAMT  GENERAL  KWfllX^ 
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SwuMu  Oosn,  A*  N  ^'tX 
Mofember  U,  UOL        | 


OoUmelRK  OhiUon,  ChUfcfSia^f: 

Cqlonbl:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  re- 
port of  Major-General  Early,  in  reference  to  the 
attack  on  ue  tit&<i9^9<nU  on  the  Rappahannock, 
near  the  railroad,  on  the  seventh  instant. 

I  received  information  that  the  enemy  was 
moving  on  Kelly's  Ford  in  force,  and  had  turned 
my  whole  attention  to  thatpoinl^  towards  which 
two  divisions  were  moving,  knowing  that  both 
the  General  commanding  and  Major-General 
Eaily  were  at  the  tite-d»p<mt,  and  as  I  heard  no 
report,  of  artUlery  or  other  indications  of  an  at- 
tack, I  did  not  visit  it  I  had  paid  fi^ueot 
visits  to  the  works  at  tiie  HfMJb^xmf,  where 
much  labor  had  been  bestowed. 

I  differ  from  Major-General  Early  as  to  the 
necessity  for  more  artillery,  the  darkness  and 
nature  of  the  ground  making  what  was  there 
of  but  little  use  in  the  final  attsok,  and  I  think 
the  same  would  have  been  the  case  had  there 
been  more. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Colonel, 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
R.& 


BXFOBT  OF  lUJOB^lKKRAL  BABLT. 


NoTvmlMr  U,  IBSa.        / 

lAwterumt-Goloneil  A,  8,  Pendleton^  A.  A.  Qtm- 
red  Second  Corp«,  A,  If.  V(u  : 

Colonel  :  I  submit  the  following  repoit  of  the 
circumstances  attending  the  storming  of  our  ad- 
vanced work  across  the  Rappahannock,  at  Ra[v- 
pahannock  Station,  and  the  capture  of  a  batt^ir 
and  a  large  portion  of  two  brigades  of  the 
division,  by  the  enemy,  on  ttie  seTenth  instant 

Having  received,  on  the  fifth,  an  order  to  ^^ 
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Heve  the  brigade  of  Johnson's  division  which 
was  on  picket  at  Rappahannock  Station,  by  a 
Jorigade  from  mj  division,  on  the  morning  of  the 
sixtii,  I  ordered  Brigadier-General  Hajs  to  send 
his  brigade  to  the  point  indicated,  at  the  time 
specified,  nnder  the  command  of  Colonel  Penn, 
of  the  Seventh  Louisiana  regiment,  as  the  Gen- 
eral himself  was  then  engaged  on  a  court  of 
inquiiT,  at  that  time  sittine.  Coloael  Penn 
accordingly  moved  with  the  brigade  to  the  star 
tion  on  the  morning  of  the  sixu,  and  relieved 
Walker's  brieade  of  Johnson's  division.  Mj 
camp  was  fully  five  (5)  miles  from  the  point 

ficketed,  and  I  received  no  report  from  Colonel 
enn  on  the  sixth ;  but  on  the  seventh,  a  little 
before  two  p.  h.,  I  received  a  despatch  from  him 
stating  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  on  him, 
with  infantry  and  cavalry,  in  force.  I  immedi- 
ately sent  a  despatch  by  sifipsal  both  to  General 
Lee  and  Lieutenant-Genenu  Ewell,  to  the  follow- 
ing effect : 

**  For  Genxral  Lkb  AND  Gknebal  EwBLL :  Col- 
onel Penn,  commanding  Hays'  bVigade,  on  picket 
at  the  bridge,  reports  the  enemv  advancing  on 
him,  with  infimtry  and  cavalry,  m  force.  I  shall 
move  down  at  once." 

And  without  awaiting  orders,  I  directed  my 
other  brigades  to  get  r^y  as  quick  as  possible, 
and  march  to  the  bridge  as  rapidly  as  they 
oould.  The  men  were  engaged  at  the  time  in 
buildmg  and  making  preparations  for  building 
huts,  and  the  consequence  was  it  required  some 
time  to  get  them  together,  though  this  was  done 
-with  all  the  despatcn  practicabfo. 

I  started  to  the  river  in  advance  of  the  bri- 
indes,  and  at  Brandy  Station  received  another 
despatch,  informing  me  that  the  enemy  was  in 
line  of  battle  still  in  his  front,  and  that  a  force 
was  moving  towards  Kelly's  Ford,  witii  a  train 
of  wagons  and  ambulances.  I  sent  this  despatch 
to  G«ieral  Lee,  by  Mr.  Hairston,  a  volunteer 
Aid,  and  at  the  same  time  sent  my  Adjutant- 
General,  Major  Daniel,  to  meet  General  Ewell, 
who,  I  was  mformed,  was  coming  up  to  Brandy, 
and  communicate  to  him  the  contents  of  the 
despatches  I  had  received,  and  my  movements. 
Before  reaching  the  river  I  was  overtaken  bv 
General  Lee,  who  had  not  received  my  despatch 
by  signal,  though  it  reached  General  EweU. 
Gfenem  Lee  and  myself  proceeded  together  to 
the  river,  where  we  arrived  about,  or  a  little  af- 
ter, three  o'clock.  Crossing  over  myself  to  the 
position  occupied  by  Colonel  Penn,  on  the  north 
of  the  river,  I  ascertained  that  a  heavy  force 
was  in  line  something  Uke  a  mile  or  more  in 
front,  and  extending  some  distance  both  to  the 
right  and  left 

This  force,  preceded  by  a  heavy  line  of  skir- 
mishers, was  gradually,  but  slowly,  and  very 
cautiously^  moving  up  towards  our  position. 
Our  skimushers  were  then  some  distance  out  to 
the  front,  and  on  the  right  and  left,  and  the 
trenches  were  occupied  by  the  remainder  of 
Colonel  Penn's  force,  which,  however,  was  man- 
ifestly too  imall  for  the  length  of  the  works. 
Green's  battery  of  four  rifled  guns  occupied 


two  works  on  the  right  'of  the  pontoon  bridge, 
one  being  an  enclosed  redoubt  and  the  other 
an  open  work,  consisting  of  a  curtain  with  two 
short  flanks  or  .wings. 

The  works  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  were, 
in  my  judgment,  very  inadequate,  and  not  judi- 
ciously laid  out  or  constructed.    They  consisted 
of  a  rme-trench  on  the  right  circling  round  to  the 
river;   then   the  enclosed  redoubt  spoken  ofL 
which  was  constructed  by  the  enemy  to  be  used 
against  a  force  approacmng  on  the  south  side, 
which  had  been  turned,  but  sloped  towards  the 
enemv;    then  there    was  another  short   rifle- 
tarencn,  then  the  open  work  spoken  of,  the  cur- 
tain and  flanks  of  which  were  pierced  with  four 
embrasures  near  the  angles,  and  with  such  nar- 
row splays  as  to  admit  of  a  very  limited  fire.  It 
had  been  originally  a  lunette,  constructed  bv 
our  troops,  and  the  enemy  had  cut  off  the  angle 
and  filled  up  the  ditches,  and  constructed  an 
epaulement,  which  operated  as  a  curtain,  con- 
necting the  two  flanks,  and  was  so  arranged  as 
to  place  guns  in  barbette  on  the  side  opposite 
to  the  river,  and  a  trench  was  made  on  the  side 
next  to  the  river,  which  prevented  ^uns  from 
being  mounted  in  barbette  on  that  side.    The 
consequence  was  it  was  of  very  little  value,  as 
the  guns  placed  in  the  embrasures  had  very 
limited  range,  leaving  dead  angles  at  some  of 
the  most  important  points.    To  the  left  of  this 
work  a  rifle-trench  extended  some  distance,  run- 
ning down  the  slope  of  the  rid^e  pext  to  the 
river,  and  extending  through  a  piece  of  woods 
on  the  left  to  the  river  bank.    The  whole  of  this 
rifle-trench  in  front  of  the  bridge,  and  for  some 
distance  to  the  left,  was  in  fall  view  of  the  bridee, 
and  in  short  musket  range  of  it,  so  that  the 
enemy,  coming  up  to  the  trench,  could  command 
the  bridge,  and  make  use  of  the  embankment  as 
a  protection.    For  a  good  portion  of  the  rifle- 
trench  on  the  left  it  was  so  far  down  the  slope 
that  the  enemy  might  get  within  very  short 
musket  range  before  he  could  be  seen  by  our 
men  in  the  trenches.    There  was  no  ditoh  on  the 
outside  of  the  work.    On  the  right  the  railroad 
embankment  afforded  a  safe  cover  for  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy  to  within  a  short  distance 
of  the  work,  and  through  this  was  a  passway 
for  a  road,  which  woula  enable  a  force  coming 
under  its  cover  to  debouch  suddenW  upon  the 
works  at  a  very  assailable  point,  and  there  had 
been  no  effort  made  to  obstruct  this  passage. 
To  remedy  the  dauger  afforded  by  the  cover  of 
the  railroad  embanxment,  pits  for  guns  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river  had  been  constructed, 
but  thev  were  not  occupied.    In  the  rear  of  the 
whole  line  of  the  work  a  dam  made  the  river 
too  deep  for  fording,  and  one  solitary  pontoon 
bridge  afforded  the  only  means  of  communica- 
tion with  the  southern  bank,  and  tlie  only  ave- 
nue of  escape  in  case  of  disaster.    I  am  ttrna 
particular  in  describing  the  character  of  these 
works  in  order  that  the  difficulties  under  which 
a  part  of  my  command  labored,  in  the  strait  to 
which  it  was  subsequent^  reduced,  may  be  ap- 
preciated. 
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I  bad,  mjBelf,  pointed  out  some  of  the  defects 
of  the  works  to  the  Engineers  having  charge  of 
them,  and  I  had  urged  the  necessity  of  having 
another  bridge  further  up  the  stream.  The  fact 
iSj  m  my  opinion,  the  position  was  susceptible 
or  being  made  very  strong,  but  in  order  to  ena- 
ble a  small  force  to  bold  it  against  a  large  at- 
tacking force  the  works  ought  to  have  been  en- 
tirely enclosed,  and  with  a  deep  ditch  on  the  out- 
side, BO  that  an  attacking  column  could  have 
had  its  progress  checked.  But  the  works  were 
so  constructed  as  to  afford  no  obstacle  in  them- 
selves to  an  attacking  enemy,  and  only  furnished 
a  temporary  protection  to  our  troops.  An  at- 
tacking force  could  vralk  over  the  rine  trenches 
without  difficulty,  and  even  the  works  in  which 
the  guns  were  posted  could  be  readilv  passed 
over  when  once  reached.  On  the  south  side  of 
the  river  were  two  hills  immediately  in  the  rear 
of  our  works,  one  crowned  with  a  redoubt,  con- 
structed by  the  enemy,  which  had  been  remod- 
eled and  turned ;  the  other  was  crowned  with 
sunken  pits  for  guns.  In  the  first  I  found  Gra- 
ham's battery,  and  in  the  latter  Dance's  battery, 
both  of  Brown's  battalion.  Besides  these  works, 
were  two  nits  for  guns  in  the  flat  on  the  right 
of  the  railroad,  constructed  for  posting  guns, 
for  the  purpose  of  enfilading  the  east  side  of 
the  railroad  embankment  on  the  north  of  the 
river.  These  pits,  which  were  not  occupied, 
had  attached  to  them  a  short  rifle  trench,  and 
further  to  the  right  was  another  rifle  trench, 
covering  the  point  at  which  the  enemy  had  had 
a  pontoon  bridge.  This  presents  the  state  of 
things  as  I  found  them,  and  I  must  here  state 
that  the  defence  of  this  position  had  not  been 
entrusted  to  me.  I  had  merely  been  called  upon 
to  furnish  a  detail  for  picket  duty ;  idtemating 
with  both  the  other  divisions  of  the  corps  for 
some  time,  and  latterly  with  Johnson's  only,  I 
hurried  to  the  spot  myself,  and  ordered  my 
command  to  follow,  because  I  regarded  my  bri- 
gade in  danger,  and  I  doubted  not  I  was  but 
anticipating  the  order  which  would  have  been 
given  as  soon  as  the  facts  reached  General  Lee 
and  Lieutenant-General  EwelL 

I  carried  no  artillery  with  me,  because  none 
was  at  my  disposal  As  soon  as  I  had  ascer- 
tained the  condition  of  things  in  front  and  in 
the  works,  I  rode  back  across  the  river  to  see  if 
my  other  brigades  were  coming  up,  and  com- 
municated with  General  Lee,  who  had  taken  his 
position  on  the  hill  on  which  Graham's  guns 
were  posted.  Shortly  after  I  reached  this  point 
our  skirmishers  commenced  fdUing  back,  and 
the  enemy  commenced  advancing  more  rapidly, 
and  I  sent  back  to  hurry  up  my  brigades.  The 
enemy,  having  gotten  possession  of  the  range 
of  hills  in  front  of  our  position,  now  planted 
a  battery  of  artillery  on  a  prominent  point  in 
front  and  opened,  no  artillery  having  been  pre- 
viously displayed  by  him.  The  guns  were  re- 
plied to  by  Dance  and  Graham,  but  with  little  or 
no  effect,  as  the  distance  was  too  great  The 
enemy's  skirmishers,  in  very  heavy  une,  contin- 
ued to  advance  until  ours  from  the  front  and 


flanks  were  compelled  to  retire  into  the  works^ 
and  the  enemy's,  on  the  ri^ht,  advanced  to  the 
river  bonk,  about  half  a  mile  below  the  bridge. 
About  this  time  (General  Lee  ordered  one  of 
Dance's  guns  to  be  sent  to  the  pits  on  the  right 
of  the  railroad,  but,  before  the  order  was  exe- 
cuted, the  enemy's  sharpshooters  had  advanced 
so  close  that  (xenend  Lee  countermanded  the 
order,  as  he  thought  the  guns  might  be  disabled 
bv  having  the  horses  shot  down.    About  four 
o  clock  General  Hays  arrived  and  took  command 
of  his  brigade ;  and  in  a  short  time  after  the  ad- 
vance of  m^  column,  Hoke's  brigade,  under  Col- 
onel Gbdwm,  arrived,  and  I  sent  Colonel  God- 
win, with  the  brigade,  across  the  rivdr  to  report 
to  General  Hays,  and  occuny  tliat  part  of  the 
trenches  which  Hays'  brigade  could  not  occupy. 
This  plan  met  with  the  approval  of  Oeneral 
Lee,  and  he  directed  me  to  send  no  more  d-oops 
across  the  river,  but  retain  the  other  brigades 
on  the  south  side.    I  sent  Gordon's  brigade  to 
occupy  Jamieson's  hill  to  the  right,  and  the  river 
bank  in  front  of  it,  and  formed  regx^am's  bri^de 
in  rear,  out  of  range  of  shells,  sending  the  Thir- 
ty-first Virginia  regiment  from  it  to  occupy  the 
rifle-trenches  at  the  gun-pits,  on  the  right  of  the 
railroad.    About  this  time  the  enemy  opened 
another  battery  in  front  of  our  left  on  the  road 
from  the  direction  of  Warrenton,and  very  short- 
ly ofterwaurds  another  battery  was  opened  on  the 
right  from  the  edge  of  a  woods.    The  fire  from 
these  batteries  crossed  and,  in  a  great  measure, 
enfiladed  our  position,  and  rendered  the  bridge 
quite  unsafe.    The  battery  on  the  hiH,  in  front, 
also  continued  to  fire,  and  the  fire  from  all  of 
Ihem  was  continued  until  near  dusk.  The  fire  from 
Dance  and  Graham's  batferies  was  stopped  by 
order  of  General  Lee,  I  believe,  as  it  was  mani- 
festly producing  little  or  no  effect,  and  resulted 
in  a  mere  waste  of  ammunition.    Green's  bat- 
iary,  however,  continued  to  fire  as  well  as  it 
could.    Daring  all  this  time  the  wind  was  blow- 
ing ver^  hard  towards  the  enemy,  so  that  it  was 
impossible  to  hear  the  report  of  the  guns,  even 
at  a  very  short  distance.    I  had  remained  with 
General  Lee  at  his  request,  who,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  afternoon,  had  taken  his  position  on 
tiie  hill  occupied  by  Dance's  battery.    Aboat 
dark  the  artillery  fire  ceased,  and  some  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  took  place,  whidi  we  could 
not  well  distinguish.    In  a  short  time,  however, 
some  firing  of  musketry  at  and  in  front  of  the 
rifl^trenches  was  observed  from  the  flashes  nf 
the  guns,  it  being  impossible  to  hear  the  report 
by  reason  of  the  wind,  though  the  distance  was 
but  short    After  this  firing  had  continued  for 
some  minutes  it  slackened  somewhat,  and,  not 
bearing  from  it,  we  were  of  opinion  that  it  was 
from  and  at  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  and  Gen- 
eral Lee,  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  move- 
ment by  the  enemy  on  this  part  of  the  line  wae 
intended  merely  as  a  reconnoissance  or  feint, 
and  that  it  was  too  late  for  the  enemy  to  at- 
tempt anything  serious  that  night,  concmded  to 
retire. 
It  was  then  nearly  or  quite  dark,  and  while 
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I  must  t  confess  that  I  did  feel  considerable 
anxiety  for  the  result  of  a  night  attack,  if  the 
enemy  should  have  Hie  enterprise  to  make  it, 
yet  the  confident  opinion  expressed  by  the  com- 
manding general  disarmed  my  fears.  The  firing 
at  the  trenches  continued,  and  while  I  was  mak- 
ing arrangements  to  send  off  two  despatches  for 
General  £well  left  with  me  by  General  Lee, 
Major  Hale  of  my  staff,  who  had  been  previous- 
ly sent  on  foot  across  the  river  with  messages 
for  Genera]  Hays  and  Colonel  Godwin,  returned 
and  informed  me  that  when  he  left  GknenJ  Hays 
the  enemy  was  advancing  gainst  him,  that  he 
had  then  gone  to  Colonel  Godwin,  and  as  he 
returned  across  the  bridge  he  had  seen  some  of 
Hays'  men,  who  told  him  that  Hays  had  been 
driven  from  the  trenches ;  but  he  stated  that  he 
did  not  believe  this  statement,  as  he  left  Hays 
and  his  men  in  fine  spirits,  and  I  did  not  believe 
it  myself,  as  the  firing  seen  by  us  did  not  war- 
rant any  supposition.  I,  however,  sent  Major 
Daniel,  of  my  staff,  immediately  to  ascertain  the 
state  of  things,  and  ordered  Pegn^n  to  move  up 
to  the  bridge  with  his  brigade,  and  Dance  and 
Graham  to  man  their  guns.  I  then  started  to- 
wards the  bridge  and  met  Major  Daniel  return- 
ing, with  the  iniormation  that  he  had  just  seen 
General  Hays,  who  had  made  his  escape,  and 
received  firom  him  the   information  that  the 

freater  part  of  his  brigade  was  captured,  Hoke's 
rigade  cut  off,  and  me  enemy  in  possession  of 
the  north  end  of  the  bridge.  Pegram's  brigade 
w^as  hurried  up  and  so  aisposed  as  to  prevent 
a  crossing  of  the  bridge,  and  Gordon  was  sent 
for  from  the  right,  and  a  messenger  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Lee.  I  then  went  near  the  river  to  ascer- 
tain if  anything  could  be  done  to  retrieve  the 
disaster,  but  found  it  would  be  a  useless  sacrifice 
of  my  men  to  attempt  to  throw  any  of  them 
across  the  bridge,  as  the  enemy  were  in  line 
just  beyond  the  opposite  end,  and  were  iii  pod- 
session  of  the  trenches  commanding  it  I  could 
not  see  the  artillery  by  reason  of  me  dar^ess, 
and  I  feared  firing  into  my  own  men,  who  were 
prisoners  in  the  bands  of  the  enemy.  Hoke's 
brigade  had  not  at  this  time  been  captured,  as  I 
subsequently  ascertained.  Nor  had  the  Fifth 
and  Seventh  Louisiana  reffimeuts  of  Hays'  bri- 
gade, but  they  were  hopelesslv  cut  off  from 'the 
Dridee,  without  any  means  of  escape  and  with 
no  chance  of  being  reinforced ;  and  while  mak- 
ing the  preparations  for  defending  the  bridge 
and  preventing  an  increase  of  the  disaster,  I  had 
the  mortification  to  hear  the  final  struggle  of 
these  devoted  men,  and  to  be  made  painfully 
aware  of  their  capture,  without  the  possibility 
of  being  able  to  go  to  their  relief.  I  might  have 
fired  canister  across  the  river,  'and,  perhaps, 
done  some  damage  to  the  enemy,  but  the  diances 
were  that  more  damage  would  have  been  done 
to  my  helpless  men,  and  I  felt  that  it  would  have 
been  cruel  and  barbarous  to  have  subjected 
them  to  this  result  for  any  amount  of  damage  I 
coidd  then  inflict  on  the  enemy.  This  conlains 
as  much  of  this  affair  as  I  am  capable  of  describ- 
ing from  actual  observation. 


From  the  reports  of  Greneral  Hays,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Tate,  of  Hoke's  brigade,  as  well  as 
from  the  statements  of  other  officers,who  were  for- 
tunate enough  to  make  their  escape,  I  learn  tiiat 
as  soon  as  it  became  dark  enough  to  conceal  his 
movements,  the  enemy  advanced  in  verv  heavy 
masses  along  the  whole  line,  his  troops  oeing  in 
some  two  or  three  lines  preceded  by  a  very 
heavy  line  of  skirmishers,  that  the  line  of  skir- 
mishers was  repulsed,  many  of  them  surrender- 
ing themselves  prisoners.  But  this  act  was  im- 
mediately followed  by  a  rush  to  the  front  of 
some  two  or  three  lines  of  the  enemy,  and  at  the 
same  time  a  heavy  column,  which  had  moved 
down  the  east  side  of  the  railroad  under  cover 
of  the  embankment,  suddenly  debouched  through 
the  pass  way  (which  has  been  mentioned),  and 
made  a  rush  upon  the  works,  in  which  Green's 
guns  were  posted,  and  carried  them.  At  the 
same  time,  an  effort  made  by  General  Hays  to 
retake  the  guns  was  defeated  by  the  attack  on 
the  rifle-trenches,  immediately  on  the  left  of  the 
guns  and  in  front  of  the  bridge.  This  attack, 
though  resisted  to  the  last,  was  successful — the 
enemy  coming  in  such  numbers  as  actually,  by 
mere  brute  force,  to  push  our  men  out  of  the 
trenches.  The  enemy  then  poured  over  the 
trenches,  and  all  further  struggle  was  hopeless, 
as  there  was  no  point  for  our  men  to  faU  back 
upon,  and  the  bridge  was  completely  com- 
manded by  the  enemy.  Our  men,  however, 
continued  to  struggle  until  they  became  com- 
pletely surrounded.  Many  of  them  effected 
their  escape  in  the  confusion — some  by  swim- 
ming the  river,  and  others  by  making  their  way 
to  me  bridge  amidst  the  enemy,  and  passing 
over  under  a  shower  of  balls.  General  Hays 
owes  his  escape  to  the  fietct  that  after  he  was 
completelv  surrounded,  and  was  a  prisoner,  his 
horse  took  fright  and  ran  off;  and  as  the  enemy 
commenced  firing  on  him,  he  concluded  to  make 
the  effort  to  escape  across  the  bridge,  where  he 
was  exposed  to  no  more  danger,  as  he  had  to  run 
the  gauntlet  any  way ;  and  he  fortunately  sue- 
ceeoed,  without  injury. 

Godwin's  position  m  the  trenches  was  to  the 
left  of  the  bridge,  and  the  Fifth  and  Seventh 
Louisiana  regiments  were  to  his  left  The  loca- 
tion of  the  trenches  here  was  such  as  to  cut  off 
from  Colonel  Godwin  all  view  of  the  columns 
advancing  against  General  Hays.  An  attack  of 
the  enemy  moving  down  the  river,  on  God- 
win's lef^  was  repulsed  by  the  Fifty-fourth 
North  Carolina  regiment,  a  few  minutes  before 
the  attack  on  Hays;  and  when  Colonel  God- 
win ascertained  that  Havs  had  been  driven 
from  the  trenches,  he  made  an  effort  to  send  a 
portion  of  his  force  to  the  relief  of  Hays,  but 
this  was  prevented  by  the  advance  of  the 
enemy  immediately  in  his  front  He  then,  dis- 
covering his  own  situation,  and  that  he  was  cut 
off  from  the  bridge,  threw  a  portion  of  his  line 
across  the  interval  between  the  trenches  and 
the  river,  and  endeavored  to  form  his  men  so  as 
to  cut  his  way  to  the  bridge.  The  enemy,  how- 
ever, after  getting  possession  of  the  trenches. 
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fonced  Buccessiye  lines  across  the  same  inter- 
val, lower  down,  and  moved  up  against  Godwin, 
at  itie  same  time  moving  up  ouer  forces  against 
the  trenches,  which  had  to  be  abandoned  by 
our  men.  Godwin's  men,  with  the  Fifth  and 
Seventh  Louisiana  raiments,  were  thus  com- 
pletely surrounded — ^the  enemy  making  an  arc 
of  a  circle  around  the  front  ana  flanks ;  and  the 
river,  which  is  here  a  deep  pond,  being  in  the 
rear.  Colonel  Godwin's  efforts  to  extricate  his 
command  proved  unavailing,  as  the  enemy  com- 
pletely overwhelmed  him  with  numbers.  He 
continued,  however,  to  struggle,  forming  succes- 
sive lines  as  he  was  pushed  back,  and  did  not, 
for  a  moment,  dream  of  surrendering ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  when  his  men  had  dwindled  to 
sixty  or  seventv,  the  rest  having  been  captured, 
killed,  woonded,  or  lost  in  the  dfarkness,  and  he 
was  completely  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  who 
were,  in  £Bbct,  mixed  up  with  his  men,  some  one 
cried  out  that  Colonel  Gk>dwin's  order  was  for 
them  to  surrender.  He  immediately  called  for 
the  man  who  made  the  declaration,  and  threat- 
ened to  blow  his  brains  out  if  he  could  find  him, 
declaring  his  purpose  to  fight  to  the  last  moment, 
and  calling  upon  his  men  to  stand  by  him.  He 
was  literally  overpowered  by  mere  force  of 
numbers,  and  was  taken  with  his  arms  in  his 
hands.  These  facts  I  learn  from  Captain  Adams, 
assistant  adjutant^eneral  of  Hoke's  brigade, 
who  managed  to  make  his  escape,  after  having 
been  captured,  by  slipping  away  from  the  enemy 
and  swimming  me  river  almost  naked.  They 
are  in  accordance  with  the  character  of  Colonel 
Godwin,  and  the  fate  of  this  gallant  ofiicer,  a 
prisoner  in  the  hands  of  a  barbarous  enemy,  is 
most  deeply  to  be  deplored ;  and  I  most  respect^ 
fblly,  through  the  commanding  General,  call  the 
attention  of  the  government  to  his  case,  and  ask 
that  if  any  snecial  exchanges  are  made,  he  may 
be  embraced  among  them.  The  Fifth  and  Sev- 
enth Louisiana  reeiments  shared  the  fate  of  the 
three  regiments  oi  Hoke's  bri&;ade,  which  were 
under  Godwin.  Some  of  all  toe  regiments,  tedc- 
ing  advantage  of  the  darkness  and  confusion, 
managed  to  escape,  after  they  were  overpowered. 
But  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no 
flight,  no  giving  back  of  my  men  from  the 
trenches  upon  me  approach  of  the  enemy,  but 
they  maintained  their  position  until  overpowered 
by  numbers  and  mere  brute  force.  This  fact 
was  fully  shown  by  the  circumstance  that  there 
was  no  rush  upon  the  bridge,  and  no  crowd  of 
fugitives  to  be  seen  anywhere;  but  the  men 
who  did  escape  did  it  quietly,  taking  advantage 
of  such  opportunities  as  were  afforded. 

After  I  was  made  aware  of  the  disaster,  and 
Pegram's  and  Gordon's  brigades  came  up,  steps 
were  taken  to  guard  the  river,  and  prevent  a 
crossing  by  the  enemy.  A  regiment  was  imme- 
diately sent  to  the  south  end  of  the  bridge,  and 
Pegram's  brigade  thrown  in  its  rear,  with  orders 
to  defend  the  passage  at  all  hazards.  After 
waitine  for  some  time,  to  give  such  of  our  men 
as  might  be  able  to  do  so  an  opportunity  to  slip 
over  the  bridge,  and  after  it  was  ascertainea 


definitely  that  Hoke's  brigade  and  the  Fiflii  and 
Seventh  Louisiana  regiments  were  overpowered, 
and  that  the  enemy  mid  a  guard  immediately  at 
the  northern  end  of  the  bridge,  it  was  fir«a  at 
the  south  end  by  my  order,  and  before  we  moved 
back  it  had  burned  so  £ur  as  to  prevent  all  oro6»- 
ing  over  it  After  sending  back  Dance's  and 
Graham's  batteries,  in  accordance  wi^  ordoB,  I 
moved  back  at  three  o'clock  next  morning  to  the 
vicinity  of  my  camp. 
My  loss  in  this  amdr  was  as  foUows : 

Killed,  oflScers 0 

Killed,  enlisted  men 5 

Wounded,  officers 3 

Wounded,  enlisted  men 32 

Missing,  officers 117 

Missing,  enlisted  men 1,473 

Total 1,630 

Those  reported  killed  are  those  who  were 
certainly  known  to  be  killed,  and  the  wounded 
are  those  who  were  brought  off— -some  of  them 
were  wounded  while  escaping.  Among  Uie 
missing  are  doubtless  a  numl^r  of  killed  and 
wounded.  The  loss  in  Hays'  brigade  was  less 
than  one-half  of  the  men  present  with  the  army, 
and  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  entire  strength 
of  the  brigade.  In  the  regiments  of  Hoke's 
b^gade,  to  wit:  the  Sixth,  Fifty-fourth,  and 
Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina  regiments,  tlie  loss 
was  verv  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  men  pres- 
ent with  the  army — about  two-fifths  of  their 
entire  strength,  and  less  than  one-third  of  the 
entire  strength  of  the  brigade. 

Near  three  hundred  of  Hays'  men  present  at 
the  action  made  their  escape,  and  between  one 
hundred  and  one  hundred  and  fif^  of  Hoke's 
men  escaped. 

The  loss  in  Green's  battery,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Moore,  was  as  foDows : 

Killed,  enlisted  men. i 

Wounded,  enhsted  men 0 

Missing,  officers 2 

Missing,  enlisted  men 39 

Total 42 

Rifle  guns,  with  their  caissons 4 

Horses.. 45 

Twenty-eight  enlisted  men  of  this  battery 
escaped.  My  loss  in  small  arms  and  sets  of 
accoutrements  is  something  over  sixteen  hun- 
dred. 

With  the  conduct  of  my  brieade  oomman^Vre 
and  their  men,  I  have  no  fault  to  find,  ther 
were  not  surprised,  nor  were  they  negligent  in 
any  respect,  tnat  I  am  aware  of.  They  remained 
at  their  posts,  and  fought  the  enemy  until  over- 
powered. They  were  unfortunately  in  a  posi- 
tion untenable,  by  so  small  a  force  as  tliein, 
against  the  laige  force  brought  against  them, 
and  there  was  no  means  of  retreat,  by  reason 
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of  the  'inadequate  commmiicatioii  acroBS  tiie 
river.  .There  was  no  means  of  reinforcing  them 
while  engaged  in  the  struggle,  for  the  same 
reason,  and  there  was  no  opportimily  of  retiring 
and  renewing  the  contest,  because  there  was 
bat  a  narrow  slip  of  land  between  the  works 
and  the  river.  I  must,  therefore,  exempt  my 
brigade  commanders  from  all  responsibilily  for 
the  disaster  which  befel  their  commands.  I  am 
satisfied  Ihey  made  the  best  struggle  the  nature 
of  the  case  admitted,  and  all  accounts  concur  in 
stating  that  the  men  fought  with  ereat  coolness 
and  courage,  and  I  am  iiSbrmed  that  the  loss  of 
the  enemy  must  have  been  very  severe ;  per- 
haps more  than  ours. 

The  immediate  cause  of  the  disaster  was  the 
-weakness  of  ihe  position,  owing  to  defective 
engineering,  the  want  of  sufficient  bridges,  the 
want  of  sufficient  artillery  in  suitable  positions 
on  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  superior 
force  of  the  enemy,  which  consisted  of  two 
army  corps,  under  Sedgwick,  as  since  ascer- 
tained ;  the  attack  of  the  enemy  being  fiEivored 
by  the  darkness  and  the  high  wind.  My  troops 
were  all  that  were  brought  up,  but  I  do  not 
know  that  any  amount  of  infantry  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  river  could  have  altered  the  result, 
unless  by  its  exhibition  the  enemy  had  been 
deterred  from  making  the  effort  I  am  conscious 
of  having  done  all  in  my  power  to  defend  the 
position,  but  I  must  candidly  confess  that  I  did 
concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral, that  the  enemy  did  not  have  enterprise 
enough  to  attempt  any  serious  attack  after  dark, 
as  such  attacks  are  so  foreign  to  his  usual  policy, 
and  I  therefore  was  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
position  would  be  safe  until  morning,  though  I 
felt  there  would  be  very  great  daneer  in  a  night 
attads,  if  vigorously  m»ie.  A  different  esti- 
mate, however,  of  the  enemy's  enterprise  would 
have  had  no  effect,  as  I  had  no  discretion  about 
withdrawing  the  troops,  and,  in  fact,  thev  could 
not  have  been  withdrawn  with  safety,  after  the 
enem^  had  gained  their  immediate  front 

This  is  the  first  disaster  that  has  befallen  this 
division  since  I  have  had  the  honor  to  command 
it,  and  I  hope  I  may,  therefore,  be  pardoned  for 
referrine  to  the  history  of  the  past  campaign, 
in  whidi  the  division  captured  twenty-seven 
pieces  of  artillery  and  prisoners,  amounting  to 
more  than  double  the  amount  of  its  entire  loss 
on  this  latter  occasion.  Those  of  the  guns  of 
the  Louisiana  Guard  battery  captured  on  the 
seventh,  had  been  previously  taken  from  the 
enemy  by  Hays'  briinide  bv  actual  assault,  and 
^e  other  was  brougnt  off  from  Sharpsburg  by 
the  men  of  the  battery,  after  the  enemy  had 
been  compeUed  to  abandon  it,  by  one  of  the 
brigades  of  this  division,  it  being  the  only  piece 
of  artillery  captured  by  our  troops  at  that  battle. 

Aooompanying  this  report  are  the  reports  of 

Brigadier-General  Hays  and  LieutenantClolonel 

Tate,  with  a  statement  from  Oaptain  Oarrington, 

commanding  Jones'  artillery  battalion. 

Respectfully,        J.  A.  Eaklt, 

luiott4Itoenl,  oominaadtaig  tflviiloii. 


Enbobsxd. 

BMAOQiOAxnasB  Broond  Ocme,  Amr  No.  Vju,  1 
November  IS,  1868.  / 

Resneotfnlly  forwarded.  Brilliant  as  have 
been  me  services  of  this  division  and  its  gal- 
lant commander  during  the  past  campaign,  it  is 
but  justice  to  the  other  troops  engaged,  to  say 
that  the  cia)ture  of  the  artilleiy  at  Winchester, 
to  which  I  suppose  General  £larly  refers,  was 
due  in  great  part  to  the  presence  and  handsome 
conduct  of  Major-Generai  Johnson  and  his  brave 
division. 

R.  8.  EWELL, 

LieotentQi-GaienL 

REPOBT  or  MAJOBrGSSSERXL  BODEB. 

HftADQDABXndS  RODB'  Diviiioir,1 
I  Noyember  13,  1888.     J 

LietOencml-Oolond  A.  8,  PeadkUm^  A,  A,  Q, 
Second  Corps,  Army  of  Norikem  Virginia  : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  here* 
with  a  report  of  the  recent  operations  of  my 
division  on  the  Rappahannock. 

On  the  seventh,  and  for'  some  days  previous 
thereto,  my  division  was  camped  between  the 
Rappahannock  and  Mountain  Run,  about  one 
ana  a  half  miles  in  rear  of  Kelly's  Ford,  which, 
together  with  Wheatley's,  Norman's,  and  Ste- 
phens' Fords,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  division  to 
watch.  About  nbon  on  the  seventh,  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  which  had  for  several  days  been  sta- ' 
tioned  in  small  force  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  was  suddenlv  replaced  by  his  infantry, 
and  immediately  his  skirmishere  were  thrown 
forward  to  the  river. 

The  Second  and  Thirtieth  North  Carolina 
regiments,  of  Ramseur's  brigade,  were  on  out> 
post  duty  at  the  river.  The  former,  munbering 
about  three  hundred  and  twenty-two  effective 
total,  was  guarding  Wheatley's  Ford,  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  above,  and  Stephens'  Ford, 
one  and  a  qT?arter  miles  below  Kelly  s  and  Kel- 
ly's Ford  itself.  The  two  firat  named  fords  be- 
ing obscure  and  difficulty  the  bulk  of  the  regi- 
ment was  placed  partly  in  rifle-pits  and  oaruy 
deployed,  so  as  to  command  Kelly's  Ford,  and 
the  site  of  the  enemy's  pontoon  bridge,  used  on 
their  former  crossing. 

The  Thirtieth  North  Carolina  regiment,  num- 
bering about  five  hundred  men,  was  in  reserve, 
protecting  ^e  solitary  battery  (Napoleon)  under 
my  command.  The  battery  and  regiment  were 
about  three-quartera  of  a  mile  from  the  river,  in 
the  edge  of  the  nearest  woods  to  the  ford. 

At  Kelly's  Ford  the  bluffs  are  on  the  extreme 
side,  close  to  the  river,  and  encircle  the  ground 
which  my  outpost  force  was  compelled  to  oc- 
cupy. On  our  side,  the  land  for  a  mile  or  more 
from  the  river  bank,  is  cleared  and  slopes  gently 
to  the  river.  It  is  necessarv  to  notice  these  (lacts 
to  account  properly  fbr  the  losses  of  the  two 
regiments  mentioned. 

XJpon  my  arrival  on  the  field  only  five  or  six 
regiments  of  the  enemy's  infantry  were  in  sight. 
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and  one  battery.  Nevertheless,  I  ordered  tlie 
division  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  in  line  of 
battle,  and  the  wagons  to  be  parked.  Very 
soon,  however,  it  became  apparent  that  a  large 
force  was  in  my  front,  and  tnat  the  enemy  was 
endeavoring  to  afiect  a  crossing  at  and  above 
the  ford.  The  division  was  at  once  placed  in 
position  in  the  woods  with  its  left  flank  on  the 
river,  near  Wheatley's  Ford,  its  right  extending 
towards  the  road  from  the  ford  to  Stephens- 
burg  ;  Daniel's  brigade  remaining  on  tlie  right 
of  this  road  watching  my  right. 

Before  these  dispositions  were  completed  the 
enemy's  batteries,  from  front  and  flanks,  and  his 
infantry  along  the  opposite  bank,  had  driven  all 
of  the  Second  Nortii  Carolina  to  shelter,  except 
three  or  four  companies  stationed  alone  the 
river  from  the  ford  to  the  pontoon  site,  'fhese 
companies  had  slight  protection  from  the  mus- 
ketry, but  were  very  much  exposed  to  the  ar- 
tillery fire. 

The  Thirtieth  North  Oarolina,  going  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Second,  was  i^eedily  broken 
and  demoralized,  under  the  concentrated  artil- 
lery fire  which  swept  the  ground  over  which 
it  had  to  march.  The  battery  of  Napoleons, 
commanded  bv  Gaptain  Massie,  did  its  best,  but 
could  not  hold  its  own  against  the  three  batter- 
ies opposing  it,  and  was  obliged  speedily  to 
cease  firing.  The  men  of  the  Second  North 
Carolina,  who  remained  in  the  rifle-pits  at  the  ford, 
still  kept  up  their  fire,  but  no '  opposition  now 
existing  at  an^  other  point,  the  enemy  crossed 
in  the  rapids,  just  above  the  ford,  and  speedily 
enveloped  the  remaining  force  at  the  ford,  com- 
pelling it  to  surrender.  After  crossing,  the 
enemy's  force  moved,  as  I  had  expected,  upon 
my  left,  and  continued  to  advance  until  witiiin 
long  ranee  of  my  skirmishers.  No  advance  be- 
ing made  on  the  Stevensburg  road,  General 
Daniel  was  ordered  to  move  his  brigade  from  the 
right  to  the  left,  where  he  was  placed  in  re- 
serve, and  every  arrangement  was  made  to  give 
the  enemy  a  warm  reception.  He,  however, 
halted  before  reaching  the  woods,  and  having 
by  this  time  laid  his  pontoons,  continued  to 
cross  his  troops  rapidly,  and  by  the  time  my  ar- 
rangements for  resistance  were  completed,  had 
massed  in  front  of  me  too  great  a  force  to  admit 
of  my  attacking  him  with  any  reasonable  chance 
of  success.  Under  the  circumstances,  and  ex- 
pecting General  Johnston's  division  every  mo- 
ment, I  determined  to  remain  on  the  defensive, 
atjeast  till  its  arrival  No  further  demonstra- 
tion was  made  by  the  enemy  during  the  ni^ht. 
General  Johnston's  division  arriving  some  time 
after  dark,  was  placed  in  continuation  of  my  line 
of  battle  on  the  right,  the  two  divisions  forming 
a  continuous  line  from  the  river  to  Mountain 
Run,  and  in  front  of  my  encampment 

Receiving  orders  early  in  the  evening  to  do 
BO,  my  division,  as  soon  as  General  Johnston  had 
cleared  the  way,  moved  via  Stevensburg  to 
PoDv  Mountain,  where  it  arrived  at  daybreuc. 

The  losses  in  the  division  were  as  follows : 


Daniel's  brigade 

Doles' brigade :.... 

Rameeur's  brigade 

Battle's  brigade 

Johnston's  brigade 
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The  missing  reported  in  Ramsenr  s  brigade 
are  confined  to  the  Second  and  Thirtieth  North 
Carolina,  and  include  fourteen  wounded  men  in 
the  hands  of  the  surgeon  not  reported  by  their 
regimental  commanders  as  wounded,  so  thai  the 
total  wounded  is  fifty-nine  and  the  missing  two 
hundred  and  ninety-five.  It  is  probable,  how- 
ever, that  many  reported  missing  were  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  kiUed  or  wounded. 
The  Second  North  Carolina,  under  its  gallant  com- 
mander, Lieutenant^olonel  Stallings,  behaved 
very  handsomely.  The  loss  of  prisoners  in  this 
regiment  resulted  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stall- 
ings holdingthe  regiment  in  position  in  order 
to  save  the  Thirtieth,  which  had  come  to  his  re- 
lief on  his  left,  he  believing  that  it  had  engaged 
the  force  which  crossed  at  the  rapids  above  the 
ford.  The  Thirtieth  did  not  sustain  its  reputa- 
tion. It  arrived  at  the  mills  in  great  bonfusion, 
and  became  uncontrollable ;  its  leader.  Lieutea- 
ant-Colonel  Sillers,  behaved  gallantly  and  did  his 
duty,  but  many  of  his  men  refused  utterly  to 
leave  tiie  shelter  of  the  houses  where  he  ordered 
the  regiment  to  fall  back.  All  who  refused  were 
of  course  captured,  and  hence  the  large  numb^ 
of  prisoners  from  this  regiment  The  whole  line 
of  battle  was  under  artillery  fire,  and  hence  the 
casualties  in  the  brigades  of  Doles,  Battle,  and 
Johnston.  The  missing  in  the  brigades,  other 
than  Ramseur's,  were  either  deserters  or  strag- 
glers, probably  the  latter. 

Some  valuable  offlcers  were  killed  and  wound- 
ed. The  most  distinguished  among  these  are 
Colonel  Cox,  Second  North  Carolina,  who  was 
wotmded  immediately  alter  his  entrance  upoa 
the  field,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sillers,  Thirtieth 
North  Ciurolina,  who,  it  was  feared,  was  mortallj 
wounded. 

In  consequence  of  many  of  the  baggage  w^- 
ons  of  the  brigades  having  been  sent  after 
forage,  and  of  the  want  of  transportation  in  the 
division,  a  small  amount  of  baggage  and  a 
few  copking  utensils  were  left  m  camp.  A  . 
statement  of  these  losses,  which  were  really 
slight  and  unavoidable,  was  forwarded  to  the 
commanding  General,  through  Colonel  Chilton. 

The  outpost  force  at  the  other  fords  named 
herein  were  withdrawn  without  loss  and  ia 
good  order. 

Very  reepectfolly,  etc, 

K  B.  RfKDBB, 
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BEPOBT  or  brioaddSpOeneral  hays. 

HBADQUAunn  Hats'  Bbiojo)!,  ) 
November  10,  1868.        j 

Mc^or  J.  W.  Danid: 

Majos  :  In  pnrsuance  of  orders  from  division 
headquarters,  my  brigade,  under  command  of 
Colonel  D.  P.  Penn,  Seventh  Louisiana  reg^ent, 
I  myself  being  engaged  in  conducting  a  court  of 
inquiry  in  the  case  of  Colonel  Skinner,  Fifty- 
second  Virginia  regiment,  left  camp  at  sunrise, 
the  sixth  instant,  and  proceeded  to  the  Rappa- 
hannock River,  near  the  point  where  the  Orange 
and  Alexandria  Railroad  bridge  formerly  span- 
ned that  stream.  Arrived  there,  Colonel  Penn 
relieved  Walker's  brigade,  Johnston's  division, 
then  on  picket  duty.  The  regiments  of  the 
command  were  placed  in  position  in  the  foUow- 
ing  order :  the  ^th  Louisiana  regiment,  Colonel 
William  Monaghan  commanding,  was  stationed 
on  the  right  of  the  works,  on  the  northern  side 
of  the  river,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  ad- 
vance. The  Ninth  Louisiana  regiment,  Lieuten- 
mnt^lonel  William  R  Peck  commanding,  was 
retained  in  the  works  in  reserve.  To  the  left  of 
the  Ninth  raiment,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
advance,  was  placed  the  Eighth  Louisiana  regi- 
ment, Captain  Gusman  commanding;  the  Sev- 
enth Louisiana  regiment,  Colonel  F.  M.  Terry, 
being  on  the  extreme  left.  The  Fifth  Louisiana 
regiment.  Captain  J.  G.  Angell  commanding, 
was  placed  on  picket,  at  a  point  on  the  southern 
side  of  the  river,  about  half  way  between  Nor- 
man's Ford  and  Rappahannock  Bridge,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  half  a  mile  from  the  latter.  Between 
the  Sixth  regiment  and  the  Ninth  regiment 
were  two  pieces  of  artillery,  of  Green's  lottery, 
and  between  the  right  and  left  wings  of  the 
Ninth  reg^iment  were  two  other  pieces  of  the 
■ame  conunand,  these  last  two  guns  being  some- 
what to  the  right  of  a  point  in  the  works  oppo- 
site the  pontoon  bridge. 

During  the  sixth  instant,  the  enemy's  vedettes 
were  observed  just  in  advance  of  the  woods 
bordering  the  open  field,  in  front  of  the  work, 
about  a  mile's  distance.  There  was  no  firing 
that  day  between  the  pickets. 

About  eleven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
seventh  instant,  our  vedettes  reported  a  regi- 
ment of  the  enemy's  infantry  passing  down  the 
Warrenton  and  Fredericksburg  road,  in  the 
direction  of  the  right  of  our  line,  followed 
shortly  afterwards  by  another  body  of  infantry, 
proceeding  towards  the  same  point 

Colonel  Penn  immediately  went  to  the  ve- 
dettes' posts  to  observe  the  movements  of  the 
enemy ;  and,  at  a  quarter  of  twelve  o'clock,  a 
despatch  was  sent  to  Major-General.  Early,  in- 
forming him  that  the  enemy  in  force,  both  in&n- 
try  and  cavalry,  was  advancing  and  forming 
Hues  of  battle.  At  a  quarter-past  one  o'clock 
another  despatch  was  sent  to  General  Early,  that 
the  enei^v  were  still  in  line  of  battle  in  front, 
and  ^at  his  skirmishers  had  advanced  a  short 
distuioe  from  the  woods ;  and  that  a  large  force 
had  moved  down  the  river,  towards  our  right, 
aooompanied  by  wagons  and  ambulances.    At 


two  o'clock  the  enemy  formed  another  line  of 
battle,  about  two  hundred  yards  in  advance  of 
the  wood  above  mentioned.  At  this  time  the 
Fifth  Louisiana  regiment,  with  the  exception  of 
one  company  and  sixteen  men,  left  on  picket  on 
this  side  of  the  river,  at  the  point  already  indi- 
cated, rejoined  the  brigade,  and  was  placed  in 
position  on  the  right  of  the  Seventh  Louisiana 
regiment.  At  hall-past  two  o'clock  the  enemy's 
whole  line  advanced,  supported,  as  they  ap- 
peared, by  two  lines.  The  Sixth,  Eighth,  Fifth, 
and  Ninth  regiments  were  then  gradually  drawn 
in,  and  at  three  o'clock  our  skirmishers  lell  back 
to  the  road,  distant  about  a  hundred  yards  from 
our  works,  where  they  remained  for  half  an 
hour,  when  they  were  compelled  to  retire  by  a 
movement  of  the  enemy  to  flank  them.  The 
brigade  was  then  disposed  in  the  rifle-pits.  A 
few  moments  from  this,  the  enemy  opened  fire 
from  a  four-gun  battery  on  our  left,  from  a  high 
hill  which  we  had  been  forced  to  abandon  by 
the  anproach  of  a  heavy  force.  Colonel  Penn 
immediately  sent  an  order  to  a  battery  on  this, 
the  southern  side  of  the  river,  to  reply,  which 
was  done  slowly,  and  with  but  little  effect  At 
four  o'clock  I  arrived  upon  the  field,  and  took 
command  of  the  brigade.  I  found  heavy  firing 
progressing  between  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
and  our  line.  This  continued  for  an  hour,  with- 
out any  marked  result  About  half-past  four 
o'clock,  Hoke's  brigade,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Godwin,  crossed  the  river,  and  was 
placed  between  the  left  wine  of  the  Eighth 
regiment  and  the  right  wing  of  the  Fifth  regi- 
ment, to  till  up  a  gap  in  our  lines,  created  by  a 
change  in  the  position  of  these  two  regiments, 
rendered  necessary  by  a  movement  of  the  enemy 
on  the  left.  About  five  o'clock  a  battery  was 
opened  on  our  right,  and  another  opposite  our 
centre.  The  firing  from  the  enemy's  guns  on 
the  right,  left,  and  centre,  converging  on  the 
point  occupied  by  us,  was  rapid  and  vigorous, 
until  some  time  after  dark.  It  wss  then  under 
cover  of  the  darkness  that  a  simultaneous  ad- 
vance was  made  of  the  entire  force  of  the  enemy. 
In  the  centre,  the  skirmishers  were  driven  back, 
and  his  first  line  was  so  broken  and  shattered 
by  our  fire,  that  the  few  who  arrived  at  the 
works  surrendered  themselves  prisoners.  But 
the  second  and  third  lines  continued  to  advance 
at  a  double-quick,  arms  at  a  trail,  and  a  column 
formed,  as  well  as  the  obscurity  of  the  evening 
permitted  me  to  descry,  by  companies,  moving 
dovm  the  railroad,  was  hurled  upon  our  right, 
which,  after  a  severe  struggle,  was  forced  back, 
leaving  the  battery  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
I  immediately  ordered  a  charge  of  the  Ninth 
Louisiana  regiment,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
taking our  guns,  but  our  cenfre  having  been 
broken,  and  the  two  forces  opposed  to  our 
right  and  centre  having  joinea,  rendered  the 
execution  of  my  purpose  impracticable.  Form- 
ing a  new  line  after  this  juncture,  facing  up 
the  river,  the  enemy  advanced,  moving  be- 
hind our  works  towards  our  left,  while  a  line 
which  he  had  formed  in  a  ravine  above  our 
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extreme  left,  its  (the  enemy's)  right  resting  on 
the  river,  moved  down  the  stream,  thus  enclos- 
ing Hoke's  brigade,  and  the  Seventh  and  Fifth 
Louisiana  regiments,  in  a  manner  that  rendered 
escape  impossible.  My  men  continued  at  their 
posts  in  the  works,  fighting  well  to  the  last ; 
and  it  was  only  when  the  command  was  cut  in 
two,  and  the  enemy  in  complete  possession  of 
the  entire  hiU,  that  anv  thought  was  entertained 
of  falling  back.  Indeed,  there  was  no  effort 
made  by  any  one  in  my  command  to  recross 
the  river  xmtil  nothing  else  remained  but  to 
surrender.  Man^  then  escaped  by  swimming 
or  fording  the  river,  and  some  few  on  the  pon- 
toon bridge. 

The  force  under  my  command  was  small, 
being  between  eight  and  nine  hundred.  That 
of  Hoke's  brigade,  consisting  of  three  regiments, 
was  also  small,  as  owing  to  the  suddenness  with 
which  it  left  camp  to  proceed  to  the  river,  many 
of  its  members  were  absent  The  force  of  the 
enemy,  I  am  confident,  could  not  have  been  less 
than  twenty  to  twenty-five  thousand.  But  few 
oi  my  brigade  were  wounded  or  killed,  owing 
to  the  enemy's  advancing  without  firing. '  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  loss  we  inflicted  upon  the 
attacking  force  was  heavy,  as  our  firing  was 
collected  and  steady. 

For  particulars  of  the  movements  of  Hoke's 
brigade,  and  its  casualties,  I  respectfully  refer 
you  to  the  report  of  Lieutenant€olonel  Tate, 
Sixth  North  Carolina  r^ment,  herewith  ap- 
pended, marked  **  A." 

My  loss  is  as  follows : 

Officers  killed. 0 

^       wounded 2 

**       missing 58 

Enlisted  men  killed 2 

"           **     wounded. 14 

"           "     missing 626 

AggregAi^, 702 

Very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

Habbt  T.  Hats, 

Brigiulter-G«nand,  oommMnHng. 


Doa  67. 


OFEBATIQNB  in  lower  LOUISIANA. 

REPOBT  or  UBOTESAKr-OKKtSBLAL  E.  K.  SMITH. 


y\ 
Bmivipuirr,  LounuvA,  November  7, 1868.  / 

Oeneral  8,  Cooper^  A^uUmi  and  iMpector-Oen- 
eralf  Richmond^  viroinia : 
Gknsral:  Enclosed,  herewith,  I  have  the 
honoi;  to  forward  reports  of  engagements  with 
the  enemy  in  Lower  Louisiana,  from  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  June  to  the  thirteenth  of  July,  1863, 
inclusive. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

£.  KiRBT  Smith, 

LleQtenAat'G«BeniL 


BIPQBT  or  GmOBAL  WALKBL 

HxADQUAitneBB  WixxBB'B  Tkrmtom^  \ 
hKLBf  Jolj  10, 186S.         / 

MoQ^  E,  8tirgel^  A,  A,  O.,  Alexandria,  La,  .- 

Major  :  Since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  the 
forces  under  my  command  have  broken  up  the 
plantations  engaged  in  raising  cotton,  under 
Federal  leases,  m>m   Miliken's  Bend  to  Lake 
Providence,  capturing  some  two  thousand  ne- 
groes, who  have  been  restored  to  their  masters, 
with  the  exception  of  those  captured  in  arms,  and 
a  few  the  properly  of  disloyal  citizens  of  Loo- 
istana.    I  consider  it  an  unfortunate  circmn- 
stance  that  any  armed  negroes  were  c^tured, 
but  in  the  cavalry  expedition  which  broke  up 
the  plantations  b«low  Lake  Providence,  Colonel 
Parsons,  commanding   two   cavalry  Foments, 
from  the  district  of  Arkansas,  acting  mjder  my 
orders,  encountered  a  force  of  one  hundred  and 
thirteen  neeroes  and  their  three  white  offioeiB, 
in  a  fortified  position,  and  when  the  officers  pro- 
posed to  surrender,  upon  condition  of  being 
treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  the  armed  ne- 
groes unconditionally.  Colonel  Parsons  accepted 
uie  terms.    The  position,  upon  a  high  mound, 
the  side  of  which  had  been  scarped  and  other- 
wise strengthened,  was  of  great  strength,  and 
would  have  cost  many  lives  and  much  precious 
time  to  have  captured  by  assault    Under  these 
circumstances,  Brigadier-General  Tappau,  who 
came  up  before  the  capitulation  was  oonsom* 
mated,  approved  the  convention. 

This  was  on  the  thirtieth  ultimo,  and  I  had 
made  all  my  arrangements  to  push,  the  next 
dav,  towards  Providence  and  Ashton,  some 
mues  above,  where  I  intended  to  establisb  my 
batteries  for  the  annoyance  of  ^e  enemy  s 
transports. 

That  night  I  received  General  Taylor's  in- 
structions to  nuirch  my  division  to  Berwidc's 
Bay.  I  immediately  returned  to  Mb  point  and 
had  embarked  one  of  my  brigades  on  the  rail- 
road train,  when  I  received  mstruclions  fnm 
lieutenant-Geueral  Smith  to  remain  in  this  vi- 
cinity. 

On  the  fifth  instant  General  Smith  was  here 
in  person,  and  directed  me  to  proceed' to  Ash- 
ton, on  the  Mississippi,  and  enaeavor  to  block- 
ade the  river  against  the  enemy's  transports  and 
supply  boats.  In  accordance  with  these  instmo- 
tions,  I  marched  from  here  on  the  ninth  instant 
The  same  morning  Captain  Janes,  who  had  been 
sent  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  deliver  a  communi- 
cation from  Ckneral  Taylor  to  General  Grant, 
returned  and  reported  the  delivery  of  the  de> 
spatch  to  the  enemy's  pickets  at  Toimg's  Point 

He  brought  intelligence,  derived  from  eoorees 
that  I  did  not  wholly  credit,  that  Vicksburg  had 
capitidated  on  the  fourth  instant  Not  oonsld* 
enng  this  entirely  certain,  I  contimied  my  move- 
ments, but  the  same  day  I  received  the  intelli- 
gence, unfortunately  too  well  authenticated  to 
admit  of  a  doubt  At  the  same  time  I  received 
instructions  from  Lieutenant-General  Smith  to 
return  to  this  point,  and  if  forced  to  abandoa 
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the  Washita  Valley  by  superior  nmnberB,  to 
fall  back  oo  Red  river  to  Natchitoches. 

I  am  now  engaged  in  bnmiDg  all  the  cotton  I 
can  reach,  from  Lake  Providence  to  the  lower 
end  of  Concordia  Puish,  and  shall  endeavor  to 
leave  no  spoil  for  the  enemy.  I  have  also  in- 
Btmcted  the  cavahy  to  destroy  all  subsistence 
and  forage  on  abandoned  plantations,  that,  from 
its  nroximity  to  the  river,  may  eive  the  enemy 
facilities  for  invasion.  When  tnis  destruction 
IB  effected,  I  shall  withdraw  the  greater  portion 
of  my  forces  towards  the  Washita  River,  to 
aome  more  healthy  locality. 

The  ravages  of  disease  have  feailully  weak- 
ened my  force,  and  I  consider  it  essential  to  its 
future  usefulness  that  it  should  be  removed 
firom  here  as  early  as  practicable. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfolly, 
I  our  obedient  servant, 
J.  G.  W 

BSFOBT  OF  MAJORaSNEaAL  TAYLOR. 


HlADQV. 


Danior  Wi 


LoDouai,! 
BttwiCK,  July  U.  180&        / 

MoQCT  E.  Surgei,  A.  A.  G, : 

Major:  Your  despatches  of  the  tenth  and 
eleventh  came  to  hand.  I  had  received  from 
New  Orleans  news  of  the  fsSX  of  Vicksburg.  I 
trust  the  doubt  you  express  may  be  well  found- 
ed. Port  Hudson  surrendered  on  the  ninth 
instant,  literally  from  starvation. 

The  plan  I  had  arranged  for  an  attack  on 
New  Orleans  fell  through,  as  soon  as  I  was 
advised  that  Walker's  division  would  not  join 
me.  My  active  force  (not  including  the  gamson 
of  this  place)  is  less  than  four  thousand.  That 
the  plan  referred  to  would  have  succeeded,  any 
time  before  the  ninth  instant,  I  do  not  entertain 
the  slightest  doubt  Whether  tiie  city  could 
lukve  heen  held  is  another  question.  The  fall  of 
Port  Hudson,  and  the  almost  certain  fate  of 
Vicksburg,  render  mv  present  position  in  the 
Lafouche  extremely  hazardous,  and  not  to  be 
justified  on  any  military  grounds.  The  defences 
of  tliis  bay  are  far  from  satisfigtctory ;  and  the 
entrance  of  a  hostile  fleet  would  ruin  my  little 
army.  The  enemy  will  doubtless  throw  troops 
aoross  the  Atolm&ilaya  at  Morgan's  ferry,  twenty- 
eight  miles  from  Washington.  He  has  already 
a  br^^e  in  the  Grasse  T^te.  I  cannot  hope  to 
unite  with  the  forces  now  in  north  Louisiana ; 
and  the  whole  country  between  this  point  and 
Monroe  is  open.  Since  the  communications  of 
General  Johnston  led  me  to  look  forward  to  the 
frdl  of  Vicksburg,  I  have  been  forming  depots 
on  the  line  from  Lafayette  to  Niblett's  bluff. 
In  case  I  abandon  this  country,  I  expect  to  to\r 
low  this  line,  and  vou  will  lay  your  plans  re- 
garding the  limitea  amount  of  public  property 
at  Alexandria  accordingly.  I  send,  to-day,  a 
staff  ofiSoer  to  Morgan^  ferry,  to  watch  and 
report  the  enemv's  movements.  The  reports 
will  be  forwarded  also  to  you.  Ton  will  take 
s^epa  to  secure  early  and  accurate  information 
of  the  enemy's  movements  on  lower  Red  River 
and  at  SimmspOTt    Where  is  General  Polignac's 


brigade  ?  Is  it  armed  and  ready  for  service  ? 
At  junction  of  the  Huffpower  and  Boeuf,  or  on 
the  latter,  near  Washington,  as  the  enemy  may 
move,  would  be  the  ple^e  for  it  Communicate 
the  contents  of  this  to  department  headquarters. 
I  have  no  staff  officer  with  me,  and  am  fatigued 
and  jaded  bevond  description. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Taylor, 

imor-OeneimL 

P.  8. — Nothing  of  the  boats,  which  left  Alex- 
andria on  the  seventh  ultimo.  Afraid  they  have 
come  to  grief  on  the  Atchafalaya. 

R.  T. 

Major  Suiiosr, 

A.  A.  0. 

Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  following 
endorsement : 


nuoQVARiu  DBnoor  Wmnir  Loumaka,  ) 
AiBXAXDKu,  Jaly  17, 1868.  j 

Respecfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of 
the  Lieutenant-General  commanding,  with  the 
remark,  that  the  boats  of  which  General  Taylor 
speaks  in  the  P.  S.,  met  the  enemy's  gunboats 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Atchafalaya,  and  returned 
safely  to  this  post 

£.  SUBGBT, 

A.  A.  O. 

BBABQUABRH  DlSTBlOT  WlBtnQf  LOUKUXA,  \ 

Latovbobi,  July  13, 1808  j 

Brigadier-Oenercd  W.  B.  Boggs,  Chirf  of  Staff: 
Gbnkral:  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  a 
brilliant  success  gained  by  a  portion  of  my 
forces  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Green,  over  Weitzel  and  Dwight  The  enemy, 
over  four  thousand  strong,  advanced  to-day,  six 
miles  from  Donaldsville,  where  he  was  met  by 
General  Green,  with  his  own  and  a  part  of 
Major's  brigade  (in  all  twelve  hundred  men),  and 
driven  from  the  field,  with  a  loss  of  about  five 
hundred  in  killed  and  woimded,  some  three 
hundred  prisoners,  three  pieces  of  artillery, 
many  small  arms,  and  the  fi&g  of  a  New  York 
regiment  The  gallant  and  noble  Green  dis- 
inounted  from  his  horse,  placed  himself  at  the 
head  of  his  old  regiment,  captured  the  enemy's 
guns,  and  drove  his  forces  into  the  fort,  and 
under  the  guns  of  the  fleet  In  the  generalship 
and  daring  of  the  commander,  and  the  devotion 
of  the  troops,  this  action  will  compare  favorably 
with  any  I  have  witnessed  during  the  war. 
Respect^y,  your  obedient  servant, 

K  Taylor, 

BBOea  OF  BRIOADIER^ENERAL  GRKK. 

FOBD  ASD  DATBHPOBT  PLAVXAZIOir,  1 

SatordAy ,  Juno  27, 1868.        j 

Genbbal  Mouton  :  I  have  been  all  the  morning 
collecting  together  all  the  information  relative 
to  the  situation  and  strength  of  the  defences  of 
Donaldsonville.    Alter  travelling  all  night  we 
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arrived  here  at  simrise  this  morning,  eight  or 
nine  miles  from  Donaldsonville. 

I  learn  from  citizens  that  the  fort  contains 
from  three  to  five  hnndred  Yankees,  and  that 
there  are  five  gunboats  there  now.  The  approach 
to  the  fort  is  through  an  open  plain,  nme  hun- 
dred yards,  and  the  ditch  around  it  is  sixteen 
feet  wide  and  twelve  feet  deep,  making  it  im- 
possible to  scale  it,  except  by  having  strong 
plank  or  suitable  ladders.  I  have  haa  a  full 
consultation  (which,  by  the  bye,  is  not  the  best 
thing  to  be  governed  by).  They  think  that  an 
attempt  to  storm  will  be  attended  with  great  loss, 
and  no  adequate  benefit,  even  if  successful,  and 
this  is  my  opinion.  The  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion being  to  annoy  and  take,  if  possible,  the^ 
enemy's  &ansports,  can  be  better  and  more 
safely  done  by  taking  a  position  below  Donald- 
sonville. I  am  making  a  bridge  of  sugar  coolers 
at  this  camp  to  cross  one  regiment,  intending 
to  swim  the  horses.  I  will  push  that  regiment 
dose  upon  Donaldson,. throwing  pickets  upon 
the  river.  I  am  about  sending  another  regiment 
down  on  this  side,  near  the  fort,  throwing  pickets 
above  where  the  river  can  be  seen.  My  pickets 
above  and  below  will  be  able  to  see  what  niun- 
ber  of  gunboats  there  are  at  the  fort,  and  I  pro- 
pose to  fire  the  bridge  during  the  day  so  that  I 
can  get  artillery  on  tiie  Mississippi.  With  one 
rifle  section  I  can  make  the  transports  coming 
up  retreat  Gome  down  and  &ke  command.  I 
want  you  badly,  as  I  do  not  know  fully  what 
are  your  views,  and  would  not  like  to  take  any 
steps  in  conflict  with  them.  Until  I  came  down 
here,  I  had  no  idea  of  the  position,  strength,  or 
feasibility  of  taking  the  fort,  or  the  value  when 
tc^en.  1  think  now  the  fort  can  be  rendered 
nugatorv  by  taking  a  position  below  it  Adopt- 
ing the  latter  view  wul  induce  ^e  Yankees  very 
grobably  to  abandon  the  fort  or  come  out  and 
ghtus. 
Gome  down  as  soon  as  you  can. 

Yours,  Green. 

A  true  copy : 

John  M.  Avert, 

First  LieiitoDAiii  and  A.  D.  C. 

Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  following 
endorsement : 

HlADQUJURSRS  DBTRIOT  WBTKKir  LOUSIIIKA,) 

^'  Thdodbauxvillb,  Joly  0, 1868.        f 

Respectfully  forwarded.  The  reply  of  Briga- 
dier-General Mouton  approving  the  views  of 
General  Green  as  to  turning  the  fort  was  not 
received  by  the  latter  officer  until  the  attack 
had  been  made. 

R.  Taylor, 

Major-Ge&eral  oommAndln^ 
REPORT  OF  BRIOADIEB^ESfERAL  GREEN. 

HSADQCilOBBSFtBROikVALRT  BlUaADK,1 

Gamp  cm  La  Fourcbi,  mum  Paba  Cocvr,  X 

Jal7B,  186%       j 

Mc^or  Louis  Bush,   A.   A,    General,    Thiho- 
decnix: 
Major  :  In  acoordance  with  the  order  of  Gene- 


ral Mouton,  commanding,  of  the  twenty-sixth  ulti- 
mo, dated  at  Thibodeauxville,  commanding  me  to 
take  possession  of  the  Federal  fort  at  DonaM- 
Bonville,  I  took  up  the  line  of  march  from  Thf  bo- 
deaux  about  eight  o'clock  at  night,  with  Harde- 
man's, Shannon  s,  and  Herbert's  regiments  of  my 
brigade,  and  Lane,  Stone,  and  Phillips,  of  Colonel 
Major's  brigade,  and  Semmes'  battery.  After 
marching  the  entire  night,  I  encamped  in  nine 
miles  of  the  fort,  about  sunrise  the  next  morn- 
ing. 

During  the  twenty-seventh  I  rested  our  jaded 
troops  and  horses,  getting  all  the  information 
which  could  be  procured  in  relation  to  die  situ- 
ation of  the  fort,  its  force,  defences,  etc.  I  placed 
a  pontoon  bridge  across  the  Lafourche,  made  of 
sugar  coolers,  and  crossed  over  Stone's  reeiment 
to  the  east  of  the  bayou,  and  ordered  him  to 
advance  towards  Donaldsonville,  on  that  bank, 
and  attract  ihe  attention  of  the  enemy,  and  if 
possible,  to  attack  him  on  that  side.  With  tiie 
balance  of  the  command,  I  advanced  daring  the 
nieht  of  the  twenty-seventh  to  within  one  uid  a 
half  miles  of  the  fort,  where  I  dismounted  the 
command.  Having  determined  on  the  plan  of 
attack,  I  called  the  officers  commanding  r^- 
ments  together,  and  explained  to  them  specifi- 
cally the  position  each  one  was  to  occupy  in  the 
assault. 

Major  Shannon,  of  the  Fifth  T.  M.  Y.,  was  to 
perform  a  circuit  around  the  fort,  reach  the  Mis- 
sissippi a  mile  above,  and  advance  down  the 
levee  to  the  stockade  of  upright  timbers  set  in 
the  ground  between  the  levee  and  the  water's 
edge,  and  there  make  an  entrance.  Colonel 
Hu^eman,  with  the  Fourth  T.  M.  Y.,  was  to  move 
up  the  bayou  road,  along  the  levee  of  the  La- 
fourche, and  as  soon  as  he  heard  the  fire  opened 
by  Shannon  or  a  fire  opened  by  the  enemy,  to 
assault  the  fort  at  the  water's  edge,  along  the 
stockade,  and  simultaneonsly  with  Shannon,  to 
make  an  entrance  through  the  stockade,  and 
with  Shannon,  assault  the  garrison  within,  hand 
to  hand.  Both  Shannon  and  Hardeman  were 
charged  that  Ihey  were  expected  to  take  the 
fort,  while  Phillips,  Lane,  and  Herbert,  with  their 
regiments,  were  to  envelop  the  works,  moving 
up  around  them  to  the  hrmk  of  the  ditch,  shoot- 
ing down  the  cannoniers  and  their  supporteis 
from  the  ramparts  at  a  distance  of  only  six- 
teen or  eighteen  feet 

After  a  full  explanation  to  the  oommandine:  ofiB- 
cers  of  regiments  of  the  plan  of  attack,  and  fur- 
nishing Shannon  and  Hardeman  with  guides, 
and  the  head  of  the  column  of  the  three  regi- 
ments which  were  to  envelop  the  fort,  I  moved 
Shannon  and  Hardeman  forward.  Waiting  a 
short  time  for  Major  Shannon  to  fire  from  the 
circuit  around  the  fort  to  the  Mississippi  above, 
I  moved  the  column  which  was  to  envelop  (he 
ditch,  with  Colonel  Major  at  the  head.  Before 
this  column  had  advanced  to  the  place  intended 
for  it,  preparatory  to  the  assault,  Major  Shannon, 
of  the  Fifth  Texas,  encountered  the  pickets  f<f 
the  enemy,  and  a  fire  from  above  was  opeued 
upon  him  by  the  artillery  of  the  fort  and  from 
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two  ennboats  in  the  river.  He  advanced  down 
the  levee  of  the  Miaflissippi,  next  to  ttte  wa- 
ter's edge,  to  the  stockade  of  upright  timbers 
behind  the  levee,  driving  the  enemy  from  the 
stockade  and  firing  upon  them  through  their 
own  portholes.  He  pushed  a  portion  of  his  men 
over  their  works  (the  men  helping  each  other 
over),  the  balance  of  his  men  moved  around  the 
stockade  through  the  water,  which  was  shallow, 
into  the  fort.  Hearing  the  small  arms  of  Major 
Shannon  amidst  the  roar  of  artillery,  I  ordered 
an  advance  of  the  whole  line.  Colonel  Phillips, 
at  the  head  of  the  column  under  Colonel  Major, 
ina^e  a  circuit  of  the  fort,  and,  with  most  of 
his  men  and  officers,  made  ou#  entrance  into  the 
fort  with  Shannon,  of  the  Fifth ;  Colonel  Her- 
bert, with  the  Seventh,  enveloped  the  ditch  as 
directed.  The  6ght  was  desperately  contested 
on  every  part  of  the  ground.  Colonel  Hardeman, 
with  the  Fourth  Texas,  being  unable  to  control 
his  guide,  was  delayed  in  his  attack  on  the 
stockade  on  the  Lafourche  side  until  nearly  day- 
light, but  his  casualties  show  with  what  deter- 
mined courage  that  veteran  regiment  stood  its 
ground  after  it  came  into  action.  By  some  mis- 
take Colonel  Lane's  regiment  did  not  get  into 
action.  He  was  waiting  for  and  expecting  a 
guide,  while  I  supposed,  and  was  informed,  £at 
he  was  at  the  head  of  the  column  under  Colonel 
Major.  There  is  no  blame  attached  to  Colonel 
Lane  for  the  mistake. 

The  attack  on  the  fort  was  made  at  two  o'clock 
A.  M.,  being  before  daylight,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  the  gunboats  from  seeing  our  ad- 
vance. The  columns  of  attack,  of  Shannon 
above  and  Hardeman  below,  were  expected  to 
move  along  under  the  levee,  sheltered  from  the 
artiUery  and  musketry  of  the  fort,  until  they 
reached  the  stockade,  the  weeds  on  the  margin 
of  the  water,  as  I  was  informed,  preventing  a 
fuU  view  of  them  by  the  gunboats.  Shannon 
succeeded  in  making  the  entrance  with  little  or 
no  loss,  and  he  and  Colonel  Phillips  (entermg  on 
the  same  side)  wuuld  doubtless  have  succeeded  in 
capturing  the  works  had  it  not  been  for  the  ex- 
istence cH  a  ditch  fronting  and  inside  the  levee, 
of  which  I  had  no  knowledge  or  information.  All 
my  guides)  and  some  of  them  resided  within 
two  miles  of  the  fort)  assiu'ed  me  that  when  we 
got  through  the  stockade  between  the  levee  and 
the  river,  we  had  an  open  way  into  the  fort 
without  impediment  other  than  the  bayonets  of 
the  enemy.  We  were  not  repulsed  aud  never 
would  have  been  until  we  found,  after  getting 
into  the  stockade,  there  was  yet  a  ditch  to  cross, 
running  in  front  of  and  paraUei  with  the  river, 
and  no  means  whatever  on  hand  to  cross  it.  'At 
this  ditch  a  most  desperate  fight  ensued  between 
the  commands  of  Shannon  and  Phillips  and  the 
enemy.  Our  men  here  used  brickbats  upon  the 
heads  of  the  enemy,  who  returned  the  same. 
Captain  ELillough  and  Lieutenant  Land  and 
other  officers  and  men  were  wounded  on  their 
heads  with  bricks,  thrown  by  the  enemy,  which 
bad  first  been  thrown  by  010"  men.  There  never 
was  more  desperate  oourage  displayed  than  was 


shown  by  our  men  engaged  in  this  assault  The 
enemy  have  been  shown  an  example  of  desper- 
ate courage  which  will  not  be  without  its  efiect.  ' 
But  for  the  false  information  in  relation  to  that 
part  of  the  fort  fronting  the  river,  it  would  most 
certainly  have  fallen  into  our  hands.  Had  we 
known  of  the  existence  of  this  ditch  we  would 
have  been  nrepared  to  have  crossed  it 

We  fought  urom  two  o'clock  a.  m.,  until  day- 
light, without  intermission,  and  our  dead  and 
wounded  show  the  desperation  of  the  assault 

The  garrison  contained  between  five  and  six 
hundred  Federals,  our  assaulting  party  engaged 
was  about  eight  hundred  strong. 

At  daylight  I  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  asking 
permission  to  pick  up  our  wounded  and  bury 
our  dead,  which  was  refused,  as  I  expected.  My 
object  in  sending  a  flag  so  early  was  to  getaway 
a  great  number  of  our  men  who  had  found  a 
little  shelter  near  the  enemy's  works,  and  who 
would  have  been  inevitablv  taken  prisoners.  I 
must  have  saved  one  hunared  men  by  instruct- 
ing my  flag  of  truce  officer,  as  he  approached 
the  fort,  to  order  our  troops  still  there  away. 

We  mourn  the  fall  of  many  of  our  bravest 
and  best  officers  and  men ;  ambne  the  former 
are  Major  Shannon,  Captain  Ra^sdale,  Lieuten- 
ants Starb^  and  Cole,  of  the  Fifth,  Major  Red- 
ley,  of  Phillips*  regiment,  and  A.  Cartwright, 
of  the  Fourih,  and  others. 

The  fort  was  much  stronger  than  it  was  rep- 
resented to  be,  or  than  we  expected  to  find  it 
£[ad  it  fallen  into  »our  hands,  I  am  satisfied,  with 
a  littie  work  on  it,  we  would  have  held  it 
against  all  the  gunboats  below  Port  Hudson.  Its 
capture  and  occupation  would  doubtless  have 
caused  great  uneasiness  and  inconvenience  to 
the  Federal  army  besieging  that  fortress.  In 
this  river  much  risk  was  justified  in  its  attempt- 
ed capture. 

I  cannot  say  too  much  in  commendation  of 
the  officers  and  men  who  were  engaged  in  this 
assault 

Colonel  Major,  commanding  the  second  cav- 
alry brigade,  lead  the  head  of  the  column  en- 
veloping the  fort,  carrying  his  men  to  the  ditch 
amidst  a  storm  of  shot  and  shell,  in  the  most 
dauntless  manner,  and  where  he  was  himself 
woifUded. 

The  conduct  of  the  lamented  Shannon  and 
his  officers.  Colonel  FhiHips  and  his  officers,  and 
Colonel  Herbert  and  his  officers,  and,  in  fact,  all 
the  officers  whose  conduct  came  under  my  ob- 
servation, is  above  all  praise. 

My  own  staff  came  fully  up  to  my  expecta- 
tions.  Captain  C.  B.  Sheppard,  my  Aide^e- 
Camp,  and  mv  volunteer  Aids,  W.  G.  Wilking 
and  Leander  McAnelley,  rendered  me  good  ser- 
vice, and  behaved  themselves  as  they  had  on 
former  occasions,  with  coolness  and  courage. 

I  herewith  submit  a  list  of  casualties — ^fuU 
reports  showing  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing, are  enclosea. 

Fourih  Texas  ocwo^fy— Killed,  two ;  woundini, 
twenty-three ;  missing,  three— twenty-eight 

Fifth  Tbxob  covo^r^y— Killed,  twelve ;  wound- 
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ed,  in  bands  of  the  enemy,  eighteen ;  wounded, 

present,  twenty;  missing,   K>rt7-nine — ninety- 
nine. 

Sevenik  Texas  Gavaby — ^Killed,  six ;  wound- 
ed, twenty-seven ;  missing,  forty-two-^seventy- 
five. 

8tofie*8  Regimenl — ^Killed  (no  wounded  or 
missing),  one. 

heme's  Regiment— ¥lo  killed,  wounded,  or 
missing. 

PhiUipa'  jBogrtmen^— Killed,  eighteen ;  wound- 
ed, eighteen ;  missing,  twenty-one— -fifty-seven. 

Total  casualties,  two  hundred  and  sixty. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Thomas  Gbsbn, 
Brigadler-Qeneral,  oommandlog. 


Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  following 
endcrsement: 


HBABQUAmm  DKBior  Wi 

TmaoBmujXfiuM,  July  ft,  ISSa. 


Respectfully  forwarded.  Personal  observa- 
tion satisfies  me  that  if  the  guide  of  Hardeman  s 
regiment  had  not  failed  to  conduct  it  to  the  fort, 
its  capture  would  have  been  accomplished.  Ko 
engagement  during  the  war  has  illustrated  more 
si^uQly  the  desperate  valor  of  Confederate 
troops  than  the  attack  of  this  position,  although 
the  attack  may  have  been,  in  some  respects,  an 
unadvised  one.  I  am  not  disposed  to  attach  the 
slightest  censtve  to  so  gaUant  a  soldier  as  Gene- 
ral Green,  whose  disposition  it  is  to  attack  &e 
enemy  wherever  he  finds 'him. 

R  Taylor, 


Bepott  of  (kttuaitUes  in  (he  Firti  and  Seoond  Cavalry  Brig 

viUe,  June  28, 1863. 
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Killed,  wounded,  end  mlMing. 

BEPORT  OF  BRIOADIER-GENERAL  MOTION. 

HiA3X)UAiinn  Fonon  Soctb  or  Rid  Rrran,  \ 
ItenoDBAUZ,  La.,  Juljr  4,  1868.        j 

Mqfor  E,  Surgel,  A.  A.  (7.,  Disirici  Western 
Louisiana : 
Major  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  Ma- 
jor-General  R.  Taylor,  commanding  District  of 
Western  Louisiana,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of 
Jane,  after  surmounting  difficulties  amounting  to 
almoibt  impossibilities,  I  succeeded  in  collecting 
some  thirty-seven  skiffs  and  other  row-boats, 
near  Ihe  month  of  the  Teche,  with  a  view  tg 
co-operate,  from  the  west  side  of  the  AtchafieJa- 

S,  with  Colonel  Major's  command,  then  on  the 
fourche.  An  expedition,  numbering  three 
hundred  and  twenty-five  gallant  volunteers  from 
the  different  regiments  under  my  command, 
under  the  gaUant  Major  Sherod  Hunter,  of  Bay- 
lor*s  regiment,  started  at  six  o'clock  p.  m.  to  turn 
the  enemy's  stronghold  at  Brashear  City.  Gen- 
eral Thomas  Green,  with  the  Fifth  Texas 
mounted  volunteers,  the  Second  Louisiana  cav- 
.  airy,  W^®J''8  Texas  battalion,  and  the  Valverde 
and  Nioholla'  batteries,  advanced  under  cover 
of  night,  to  opposite  the  enemy's  camp.  The 
Seventh  Texas,  lieutenant-Colonel  Herbert  com- 


Thomas  Grreit, 

Brigadier -Genoiml,  oanunendlBC. 

manding,  the  Fourth  Texas,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hampton,  and  Baylor's  regiments,  were  thrown 
across  the  Aichafalaya  to  Gibbons'  Island  dur- 
ing ttie  night.  General  Green  was  to  attract  the 
enemy's  attention  and  fire,  while  the  troops  on 
Gibbons'  Island  were  to  be  thrown  across  to  the 
support  of  Major  Hunter,  as  soon  as  the  boats 
returned  from  the  latter's  landing  point,  in  rear 
of  the  enemy's  position.  Everytiung  remained 
quiet ;  and  the  enemy  were  aware  of  our  par- 
pose  only  when  awakened  by  the  shots  from  the 
Valverde  battery.  The  enemy's  whole  attentioD 
was  drawn  to  General  Green's  poeitioD — tiie 
land  batteries  concentrating  their  fire  upon  him, 
while  their  gunboat  shamefully  retreated  in  the 
beginning  of  the  action.  At  about  half-past  six 
A.  M.  of  the  twenty-third,  itie  shouts  from  Hun- 
ter's partv  were  heai'd  in  the  rear  of  the  railroafi 
depot  Our  gallant  men  chareed  the  enemy's 
guns,  one  after  the  other ;  and  when  they  arrived 
near  the  main  fort  (Buchanan),  the  garrison  snr- 
rendered  without  a  struggle.  The  enemy  surren- 
dered a  force  of  over  twelve  hundred  men, 
strongly  posted  and  intrenched,  and  eleven 
heavy  guns — all  protected  by  a  gunboat — to  a 
force  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  men.    Our 
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mounted  volunteers,  the  Second  Louisiana  cav- 
.  airy,  W^^r's  Texas  battalion,  and  the  Valverde 
and  Nioholls'  batteries,  advanced  under  cover 
of  night,  to  opposite  the  enemy's  camp.  The 
Seventh  Texas,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Herbert  com- 
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rendered  without  a  struggle.  The eneiDy6arw«- 
dered  a  force  of  over  twelve  hundred  m^^-^ 
strongly  posted  and  intrenched,  and  ele^"* 
heavy  sruns— all  protected  by  a  guuboftt-to » 
force  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  men.  uai 
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loss  WM  two  killed  and  ei^kteen  woanded.  The 
•moiint  of  quartermaster,  commiHuary,  and  ord- 
nance stores  is  very  laige.  Our  troops  crossed 
the  bay  as  rapidly  as  possible,  bat  were  delayed 
on  account  of  want  of  transportation — ^nothing 
larger  than  skifb  could  be  had.  As  rapidly  as 
possible  Gteneral  Qreen  was  ordered  to  the 
Bayous  Ramos  and  Boeiif,  to  capture  those  of 
the  enemy  who  had  escaped,  and  also  to  pre- 
yent  tiiem  from  burning  the  bridges,  locomo- 
tives, and  oars.  UnftMtcmately  they  had  already 
destroyed  the  railroad  and  witf on  bridge  over 
the  Ramos,  and  had  retired  to  the  Boeuf. 
Our  troops  pushed  on,  and  at  daylight 
of  the  twenty-fourth,  the  enemy  surren- 
dered to  a  scouting  party  under  the  command  of 
General  Green's  curing  scout,  McAnally.  The 
force  consisted  of  four  hundred  and  thirfy-fiTe 
officers  and  men,  three  siege  guns,  and  a  tweWe- 
pounder  gun.  At  this  point  General  Green's  and 
Colonel  Major's  command  connected.  Their 
troops  were  pushed  forward  to  the  Thibodeaux 
and  Lafourche  railroad<srossing,  capturing  twen- 
ty-five Federal  sick  and  wounded  and  four  pieces 
of  light  artillery. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  the  troops  marched  to 
DonaldsonviUe.  On  the  twenty-eighth,  at  one 
o'clock  A.  M.,  the  fort  (Butler)  was  attacked ;  and 
at  daylight,  after  the  most  deroerate  struggle,  we 
were  repulsed,  with  two  hundred  and  sixty  casu- 
alties. Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  ^e  gallantry 
and  devotion  of  the  brave  men  who  stormed 
this  stronghold.  Colonel  Phillips,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Shannon,  and  Major  RicQey  are  among 
the  missing.  Thev  fell  in  a  desperate  hand-to- 
hand  fight ;  but  I  hope  they  are  only  wounded. 
As  one  of  the  main  objects  of  this  campaign  was 
to  take  possession  of  the  Mississippi,  1  immedi- 
ately threw,  by  roads  passing  through  planta- 
tions, troops  on  ihe  nver  bank.  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that,  on  the  third  instant,  the 
Federal  transport  Huville  was  badly  crippled 
by  Colonel  Hardeman's  regiment  and  the  rifle 
section  of  Semmes'  battery.  To-day  one  section 
attacked  the  flag-ship  Mononeahela.  The  work 
is  going  on  bravely.  While  General  Green  and 
Coioner  M%jor  were  marohine  upon  Donaldson- 
viUe, Major  Boone,  with  Wdler's  battalion  and 
Pyron's  regiment,  pushed  on  to  Raceland,  and 
thence  to  the  Des  Allemands,  at  whidi  latter 
place  the  enemy  had  abandoned  a  piece  of  ar- 
tillery and  burned  the  railroad  briage.  M«or 
Boone,  with  his  usual  eneigy,  swam  some  of  his 
horses  snd  pushed  on,  driving  the  enemy  from 
Boulton  station.  But  his  force  being  small,  he 
had  to  return  to  the  Des  Allemands. 

This,  Major,  covers  the  whole  fleld  of  opera- 
tions on  the  west  side  of  the  bay.  The  other 
part  of  the  ooerations,  under  the  accomplished 
and  gallant  soldier,  Colonel  Major,  will  be  found 
in  his  enclosed  report 

The  conduct  of  General  Green,  Colonel  Major, 
Major  Hunter,  and  the  officers  and  men  under 
them,  is  beyond  all  praise,  sod  deserves  the 
thanks  of  the  country. 

I  beg  leave  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  officers 
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of  my  staff  for  ihek  energv  .and  faithful  per- 
formance of  all  the  arduous  duties  imposed  upon 
them — Major  Louis  Bush,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  ;  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Watt,  Aide-de4)amp ; 
Captain  A.  Schruber,  Ordnance  Officer;  Miyor 
R.  W. .  Banders,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  suui 
Captain  M.  T.  Squires,  Chief  of  Artillery,  who 
were  with  me  all  the  time.  I  will  again,  in  this 
report,  particnlariv  mention  Private  Alfred  Fu- 
setin,  to  whose  indomitable  energy  and  devotion 
to  duty  I  owe  mostly  the  suooesdul  collecting  of 
boats  for  Major  Hunter's  expedition. 

Acoompanying  this  report  please  find  those 
of  General  Green,  Colonel  M%jor,  and  Major 
Hunter. 

I  am,  Miyor,  very  renpectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MOUTON. 

BrJgMUer-Geoenl,  oommanding. 

Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  following 
endorsement :    . 

HBADQUABRItfl  DSRIOr  WBISKT  LOCIBIAirA,  ) 

TBDODSAUXviLU,  July  6, 1808.        / 

The  sseal,  energy,  and  ardor  manifested  by 
Brigadier-General  Mouton,  commanding  forces 
south  of  Red  River,  merit  the  highest  praise. 
The  conduct  of  Brigadier-General  Green  fully 
justified  the  high  expectations  which  I  had 
formed,  based  upon  the  previous  services  of 
this  officer  in  the  field,  under  my  own  obser- 
vations. 

R.  Tatlob. 

REPORT  OF  OOLONEL  MAJOR. 


BaADQumns  Sboomd  Cataut  Rhoadb,  ) 
NsAB  Kafouboktilli,  June  80, 1868L      f 

Mouor  Lewia  Buth,  A  A.  Q. : 

Major  :  I  have  the  hon<»'  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade 
since  ?une  tenth,  pursuant  to  orders  received 
from  your  headquurtors, dated  eighth  instant: 

I  left  Washington  on  the  tonOi,  and  arrived 
at  Morean's  Ferry,  on  the  Atchafalaya,  on  the 
eleventh.  I  was  detained  there  one  day,  in 
making  preparations  to  cross  the  river,  the  en- 
tire command,  owing  to  conflicting  orders,  not 
arriving  until  the  fourteenth,  and  on  the  iiftoeiith 
I  mov^  for  Hermitage;  arrived  within  five 
miles  the  same  nijght,  found  the  bridge  burned 
across  Bayou  Seria,  halted  until  daylight,  then 
moved  on  Waterloo,  four  miles  above  Hermit- 
age. The  enem^  were  reinforced  from  Banks' 
army  at  Port  Hudson.  I  made  demonstrations 
of  an  attack  during  the  day ;  at  night  drove  in 
the  enemv's  picketo,  and,  under  cover  of  dark- 
ness, withdrew  my  force,  Isavinff  a  strong 
picket  force  in  the  rear,  and  movea  for  Grosse 
Tete. 

On  the  seventeenth,  went  down  Grosse  Tete 
to  Rosedale;  fed  horses  and  men.  At  dark 
started  for  Indian  villaee ;  arrived  at  two  a.  m., 
on  eighteenth.  Grossea  Phillips'  regiment,  who 
made  a  dash  into  Plaquemine,  taking  eighty- 
seven  prisoners,  burning  three  fine  steamers. 
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two  steam  flata,  one  hmidred  bales  of  cotton, 
and  capturing  a  large  quantity  of  commissary 
stores. 

There  were  no  faclKties  for  oroasing  Bayou 
Plaquemine ;  it  took  nntil  five  p.  k.  to  cross  the 
entire  brigade.  At  six  p.  v.  started  down  Missis- 
sippi River,  and  at  daylight  on  the  nineteenth 
amved  at  Bayoa  Goida.  In,  marching  down 
the  river,  three  large  gunboats  passed  the 
column,  and  did  not  disoover  us ;  as  an  attack 
on  them  would  have  given  our  loodity,  which  I 
was  anxious  to  cono^  I  allowed  them  to  pass 
unmolested.  At  Bayou  Goula  took  commissary 
and  quartermaster's  stores,  destroyed  Federal 
plantations,  recaptured  over  one  mousand  ne- 

groes,  stolen  bv  oanks  from  planters  living  in 
t  Landry  and  Bi^ids  parishes;  found  mem 
starving  ,  and  in  great  destitution ;  kept  the 
men  and  left  women  and  children.  Heard  that 
a  Federal  force  was  intrenched  in  strong  works 
at  Don^dsonville,  and  conceiving  &at  if  I  took 
the  place,  it  would  be  at  a  great  sacrifice  of  life, 
and  unable  to  hold  it  against  the  gunboats,  and 
believing  I  could  operate  to  bettor  advantage 
on  the  nver  below  in  cutting  off  Banks'  supplies 
from  New  Orleans,  I  made  a  feint  on  Ihe  fort, 
and  at  dark  sent  a  portion  of  Lane's  and  Phil- 
lips' regiments,  under  Colonel  Lane,  through 
the  swamp  direct  to  Thibodeaux,  with  instruc- 
tions to  take  the  place,  possession  of  the  rail- 
road, and  cut  the  telegraph  wires.  At  midnight 
I  withdrew  the  remaming  force,  and  moved  to 
Thibodeaux.  Found  that  the  cutoff  road  had 
been  blockaded  by  Federals,  and  pronounced 
entirely  impracticable  for  artillerv.  Sent  a 
party  of  neeroes,  with  a  guard,  under  Lieuten- 
ant West,  01  Semmes'  battery,  to  open  it,  and  by 
ten  o'clock  on  the  twentieth  passed  my  entire 
column  through  I  moved  on  to  the  Lafourche, 
striking  it  six  miles  below  Donaldsonville ;  here 
made  another  feint  on  the  fort,  and  at  ni^ht 
moved  down  the  Lafourche.  At  Paincourtville 
received  a  despateh  from  Colonel  Lane,  statins' 
he  had  captured  the  town,  taking  one  hundred 
and  forty  prisoners  and  a  large  amount  of  stores, 
also  a  small  force  at  Terrebonne  station,  and 
that  tliere  was  a  force  in  a  strong  position,  with 
artillery,  at  Lafourche  crossing.  I  poshed  on 
and  arrived  at  Thibodeaux  at  3)^  p.  k.,  on  the 
twenty-first.  Pickets  reported  reinforcements 
from  New  Orleans,  durini^  the  night,  and  at  sun 
up  reported  the  enemy  advancmg.  I  posted 
Pyron  s  regiment.  West's  battery,  ana  two 
squadrons  of  cavalry  on  the  east  bank  of  the  La- 
fourche, and  moved  them  down  towards  the  rail- 
road bridge.  Lane,  Stone,  and  Phillips  were 
posted  at  Terrebonne  station,  and  they  were 
moved  forward  to  Lafourche  crossing.  The 
enemy  fell  back,  and  my  pursuit  was  diecked  by 
one  of  the  heaviest  rains  I  ever  saw  fall;  it 
rained  until  five  p.  v.,  and  having  only  thirtv 
rounds  of  ammunition  to  the  man  when  I  started, 
and  not  over  one  hundred  cartridge  boxes  in 
the  entire  command,  my  ammunition  was  nearly 
all  ruined,  and  I  found  myself  with  an  enemy 


in  front,  rear,  and  on  the  flank,  with  oi^y  three 
rounds  of  ammunition  to  the  man.  I  directed 
Pyron,  as  soon  as  it  stopped  raining,  to  strength- 
en his  pickets  and  fed  the  enemy,  find  his  posi- 
tion and  tost  his  strength,  giving  him  some  dis- 
cretion in  the  matter.  He  Mvanced  hia  pickets, 
driving  the  enemy  into  his  strongfaoM,  and  then 
charged  his  works,  taking  four  guna,  and  caus- 
ing a  ^:reat  many  of  the  Federals  to  surrender ; 
but  m^ht  had  oome  on,  it  was  very  dark,  the 
ammunition  nearly  all  gone,  and  just  at  that  mo- 
ment a  train  with  about  three  hundred  fresh 
men  arrived  from  New  Oileans,  and  Pyron  was 
forced  to  retire  from  a  position  won  by  a  daring 
assault,  unequalled,  I  think,  in  thk  war.  Had  I 
known  his  intention  to  assault  the  works,  I 
could  have  sent  him  such  reinforcements  as 
would  have  insured  suocess.  Pyxon's  strength 
in  the  attack  was  two  hundred  and  six,  the 
enemv's  force,  reported  by  themselves,  was  over 
one  uiousand. 

The  next  day,  twentv-second,  it  rained  again, 
and  finding  it  impossible  to  dry  my  ammuni- 
tion, and  not  hearing  anything  from  our  forces 
at  Berwick's  Bay,  knowing  that  I  had  only  one 
avenue  by  which  to  connect  with  O^ieral 
Green's  brigade,  and  that  the  enemy  were  in- 
trenched on  the  route  at  Bayou  Boeuf,  and  at 
Brashear  City,  that  their  forces  at  those  points 
were  greater  than  mine,  besides  &e  advantage 
of  position,  and  in  consequence  I  would  be 
compelled  to  cut  my  way  to  Berwick's  Bay,  un- 
less General  Green  cut  towards  me,  I  therefore 
refrained  from  attacking  with  my  whole  forcf , 
the  enemy  at  Lafourche  crossing,  although  I 
could  certainly  have  demoliahed  him ;  and  the 
temptation  was  great  to  revenge  the  death  of 
those  gallant  men  who  fell  in  Pyron's  assault 
I  then  gave  the  order  to  march  on  Brashear  City. 
The  movement  began  at  night-fall.  Making  de- 
monstrations of  a  night  attodr,  and  opening  a 
heavy  fire  on  tiieir  position  witii  my  artilic^ry,  I 
withdrew  my  force  and  commenced  marc^ngat 
nine  p.  v.,  moving  all  night  I  arrived  at  Ch^- 
chahoula  station  just  before  dawn  on  the 
twenty-third,  and  at  the  same  instant  heard, 
with  no  littie  pleasure,  the  cannonade  at 
Brashear. 

I  rested  my  command  two  hours,  feeding  the 
horses  and  men,  and  arrived  at  Bayou  Boeuf  -A 
4:20  p.  M.,  having  driven  in  the  pickets  of  the 
enemy  for  six  miles.  I  at  once  took  poaseasi^'ii 
of  the  east  bank,  the  enemy  being  intrenchtni 
on  the  opposite  bank.  Made  a  reoonnoissaknce 
of  his  position  and  began  crossing  at  two  a.  h^ 
on  the  twenty-fourth.  At  daylight,  had  Lane 
and  Stone  entirely  surrounding  tiie  fort^  while 
Phillips,  Pyron,  and  the  artiUsry  were  posted  >[i 
frtmt  on  ^e  eastern  bank.  Just  sa  I  had  ar- 
ranged to  open  frt>m  fny  battariea,  I  diacovvred 
a  white  flag  flying  from  a  large  house  near  the 
crossing,  and,  on  sending  to  inquire  the  ree»^^u 
was  surprised  to  learn  that  the  fort  had  stir- 
rendered  to  General  Mouton,  whose  advan-jv 
was  five  miles  ofi*  on  Bayoa  Raraos— «  scoutirg 
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party,  mider  General  Green's  intrepid  scout, 
McAiiaUy,  being  the  only  force  of  their  com- 
mand near,  and  to  him  the  flags  were  delivered. 
The  colonel  (Federal),  however,  on  n^  asking 
to  what  foroe  he  had  surrendered,  said  to  mine, 
supposing  it  to  be  a  portion  of  Mouton's,  who 
had  made  a  previous  aemand  for  sorrender,  and 
seeing  McAnaUy  had  sent  to  him  a  white  flag. 
I  mention  this  merely  to  show  that,  althou^ 
the  &gs  were  delivered  to  others,  the  surrender 
was  in  fact  to  mv  force,  and  the  gallant  General 
Green  waived  the  honor  of  the  capture  to  me. 
The  prisoners  here  captured  were  two  hondred 
and  sevens-five,  four  guns,  ammunition,  small 
anns,  commissary  and  quartermaster  storee,  and 
about  three  thousand  negroes.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  tiie  gaUant  band 
who  comprise  the  second  cavalry  brigade,  who, 
without  murmur,  shared  in  the  trials  and  hard- 
ships incident  to  so  extended  and  rapid  a  march 
through. country  oocupied  b^  the  enemy,  passing 
many  sleepless  nights  and  mating  days,  subsist- 
ing through  tiie  entire  march  on  one  ration  per 
day,  and  averaging  but  three  hours  of  rest  in 
ev«)ry  twenl^-fonr.  To  the  citizens  on  the  route 
I  have  to  acknowledge  many  favors,  who  gener- 
ouslv  furnished  the  infantry  with  transportaktion, 
until  I  mounted  them  upon  animals  captured 
from  the  plantations  cultivated  by  the  Federal 
authorities.  This  command,  composed  of  in- 
fantry; artillery,  and  cavalry,  marched  one  hun- 
dred and  se)(en^-siz  miles  in  four  days,  an 
average  of  forty-four  miles  per  day ;  it  moved 
in  an  orderly  manner,  never  depredating  on 
private  property,  and  bore  their  hardships 
without  a  murmur.  It  is,  however,  with  sorrow 
that  I  have  to  report  the  death  of  tibe  noble 
men  who  fell  in  the  charge  under  the  gallant 
Colonel  Pyron  at  Lafourche,  and  under  (xilonel 
Phillips  at  Plaquemine,  of  which  casualties  I 
will  make  a  detailed  report.  To  the  members 
of  my  staff,  Captains  Wade  and  Zacharie,  I  am 
indebted  for  a  hearty  co-opec^tion  throughout 
the  trip.  Also  to  Lieutenant  West,  for  his 
efficiency  in  his  department  The  services  of 
Oai>tain  Katcliffe,  volunteer  aid,  were  invaluable, 
owin^  to  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  country 
and  mdefatigable  exertions.  Volunteer  aids, 
Major  McGoffin  and  Captain  Duzenberry,  also 
rendered  me  great  service. 

I  am,  Ma^or,  veiy  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Jambs  P.  Muob, 
ODlonei,  oommaading  Booond  Oaralry  BrigM«L 

Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  following 
endorsement : 


BaADqoAmmaB  Damor  Wvtaoi  I/nnauiu,) 
TtaMMAUZvxuji,  Joly  6, 1068.        / 

The  conduot  of  Colonel  Maior,  during  the 
service  herein  mentioned,  has  oeen  above  all 
praise.  He  has  shown  energy,  industry,  and 
capacity  which  render  him  fit  for  any  command, 
and^I  respectfully  recommend  and  request  thai 
his  command  as  colonel  commanding  brigade 


may  be  made  permanent,  as  I  am  sure  the 
interests  of  the  service  and  the  country  will  be 
promoted  by  his  promotion. 

R.  Taylor, 

M^Jor-Q«Deral,  oommandtng. 
BBPQRT  OF  MAJOB  SBEROD  HOKTER. 


Ctanr,jQii««»186a 

BriffodHer-Oenerdl  A.  MouUm^  oommanditig 
SotOh  Red  River : 

Gbvxral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you 
the  result  of  the  expedition  placea  under  my 
command,  by  your  order,  June  twentieth,  1 863. 
In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  embarked  my 
command,  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  strong, 
on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-second  June,  at 
the  mouth  of  Bayou  Teche,  in  forty-eieht  skiffs 
Slid  flats,  collected  for  that  purpose.  Proceed- 
ing up  the  Atchafalaya  into  Grand  Lake,  I 
halted  and  muffled  oars,  and  again  struck,  and 
after  a  steady  pull  of  about  eight  hours,  reached 
the  shore  in  the  rear  of  Brashear  City.  Here, 
owing  to  the  swampy  nature  of  tiie  country, 
we  were  delayed  some  time  in  finding  a  landing 
place,  but  at  length  succeeded,  and  about  sun- 
rise commenced  to  disembark  my  troops,  the 
men  wading  out  in  the  water  from  two  to  three 
feet  deep  to  the  shore,  shoving  their  boats  into 
deep  water  as  they  left  them,  uus  cutting  off'all 
means  of  retreat ;  we  could  only  fight  and  win. 
We  were  again  delayed  here  a  short  time  in 
finding  a  road,  but  succeeded  at  length  in  find- 
ing a  trail  that  led  us  by  a  circuitous  route 
through  a  palmetto  swamp,  some  two  miles 
across,  through  which  I  could  only  move  in 
single  file.  About  half-past  five  we  reached 
open  ground  in  the  rear  of  a  fence,  in  fuU  view 
of  Brashear  City,  about  eight  hundred  yards 
distant 

I  here  halted  the  command,  and  after  resting 
a  few  minutes,  again  moved  on  under  cover  of 
a  skirt  of  timber,  until  within  four  hundred 
yards  of  the  enemy's  position,  where  I  formed 
my  men  in  order  of  battle.  Finding  myself  dis- 
covered by  the  enemy,  I  determined  to  charge 
at  once,  and  dividing  my  command  into  two 
columns,  ordered  the  left,  composed  of  Captains 
dough  of  Green's  regiment,  McDade  of  WaU 
ler's  battalion,  Hamilton  of  Perndtree's  battal- 
ion, and  Blair  of  Second  Louisiana  cavalry,  to 
charge  the  fort  and  camp  below  and  to  the  left 
of  the  depot,  and  the  right,  composed  of  Cap- 
tains Price,  Carrington,  and  Boyce,ail  of  Baylor's 
Texas  cavalry,  to  charee  the  fort  and  sugar- 
house,  above  and  on  ui»  right  of  the  depot, 
both  columns  to  concentrate  at  the  railroad 
buildings,  at  which  point  the  enemy  were 
posted  in  force  and  under  good  cover.  Bach 
column  having  nearly  the  same  distance  to 
move,  would  arrive  simultaneously  at  the  point 
of  concentration. 

Everything  being  in  readiness,  the  command 
was  given,  and  the  troops  moved  on  with  a 
yell.  Being  in  full  view,  we  were  subjected  to 
a  heavy  fire  from  the  forts  above  and  below — 
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the  gmi  at  fbe  stuar-hoiue  and  gunboats  below 
— but,  owin^  to  the  rapiditf  of  oar  movementa, 
it  had  bat  tittle  effect  The  forti  made  bat  a 
feeble  reaistaace,  and  each  oolomn  presaed  on 
to  the  point  of  concentration,  cariTing  every- 
thing before  them.  At  the  depot  the  fighting 
waa  aevere,  bat  of  short  daration ;  the  enemy 
sairendered  the  town. 

My  loss  is  three  killed  and  eighteen  wonnded. 
That  of  the  enemy,  fortr-siz  killed,  forty  wonnd- 
ed, and  about  thirteen  hundred  prisoners. 

We  have  captured  eleven  (twenihr-fonr  and 
thirty-two  poander)  siege  gans.  Twenfy-five 
hun(&ed  stand  small  arms  (Enfield  and  Bum- 
side  rifles),  and  immense  quantitiea  of  quarter- 
master, commissary,  and  ordnance  stores.  Some 
two  thousand  negroes,  and  between  two  and 
three  hundred  wagons  and  carts.  I  cannot 
speak  too  hiehly  of  the  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct of  the  omcers  and  men  under  my  command. 
All  did  their  whole  duty  and  deserve  alike  equal 
credit  from  our  country,  for  our  glorious  and 
signal  victory. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectftdly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Bhebod  HtnCTKB, 
Hi^  Bijlof*!  ToxM  CkTBliy,  oomnuuuUng  Moaqalto  FlMt 


Upon  the  foregoing  report 
endorsement: 


the  following 


BMAoqfjAXtna  Vamar  Wwsnacn  l/nnoAXA,  \ 
Tbdomauxviiu,  July-  Q,  1868.     j 

I  would  respectfolly  caQ  the  attention  of  the 

Lieutenant-General  commanding,  to  the  gallantry 

and  meritorious  services  of  Major  Hunter  and 

the  officers  commanding  the  detachments  which 

composed  his  expedition,  and  earnestly  suggest 

that  they  may  be  brougnt  to  the  notice  of  the 

Government  R.  Taylor, 

lf^r'G«iien4,  oommnidlag. 

Baron  aw  bbioadieR'^heneral  obben. 

HiA]>qDAsn88  Fnsr  Oatalet  Bbioai9I,    \ 
NkAB  Paxoo  on  TBI  LAfomMB,  JvBe  so,  ISsa  J 

Brigadier-Oeneral  MovUm^  commanding : 

GENERAL :  Early  in  this  month  I  was  ordered 
by  you  to  the  lower  Teche,  for  the  purpose  of 
reconnoitring  the  enemy  at  Brashear,  and  to 
collect  together  and  fit  up  light  boats,  pre- 
paratory to  n^ing  a  descent  upon  tiie  enemy, 
if  practicable.  Wnile  engaged  in  the  execution 
of  these  orders,  you  came  down'  and  assumed 
command,  ordering  me  to  advance  toward  the 
bay. 

On  the  night  of  the  twenty-aecond  instant,  in 
accordance  with  orders,  I  moved  to  Cochran's 
si^ar-house  ftwo  miles  distant  from  the  bay), 
with  the  Fiftn  Texas,  Second  Louisiana  cavalry, 
and  Waller's  battalioti,  and  the  Yalverde  and  a 
section  of  Nicholl'fi  batteries ;  leaving  our  horses 
at  that  place,  I  advanced  the  troops,  above  men- 
tioned, on  foot  before  daylight,  to  the  viUage 
of  Berwick,  opposite  the  enemy  s  encampment 
At  the  dawn  of  day,  finding  the  enemy  quiet 
and  asleep,  I  opened  fire  upon  them  from  tiie 
Yalverde  iMittery ;  the  first  snot  exploded  in  the 


oenire  of  his  euaaupBient;  iwming  IIm  ^^uattjat 
confosion,  tiie  distanee  being  omy  aboot  nine 
hundred  yards.  We  ftpsd  abovt  fattf  or  fifty 
shots  from  oar  battery  into  the  enemy  before 
he  replied  to  as  at  aU.  The  first  alMyt  from  tiie 
enemy  wis  fired  ob  us  froB  his  giuboat^  wlueh 
WBsat  anchor  in  the  bay, a  short  diatance  below 
o«r  poeltioiL.  After  ^ylight  tiie  gonboat  ad- 
vanced towards  as  as  if  to  contest  wiUi  oor 
battery  the  poeition  we  oocapied  on  the  water'a 
edge,  bot  a  few  shots,  well  direotad  frosa  the 
Yiuverde  battery,  drove  the  boat  a  wile  below, 
where  she  opened  on  us  with  her  heavy  guns ; 
about  the  same  time  aeveial  batteriea  ireai  the 
opposite  shore  opened  on  us ;  Iha  iiiot  of  the 
enemy  was  so  well  directed  that  wa  fomd  it 
neoessary  several  timea  to  abift  the  poaition  of 
our  gans  and  caissons.  The  heavy  g^oii  on 
diore,  which  first  opened  fire  on  oa  from  the 
principal  fort  above  BftMhear,  with  the  gamaon 
of  that  fort,  was  brought  down  neavly  opposite 
my  position,  and  opened  firs  on  me  wiUi  the 
ronning  of  the  gunboat^  and  drawing  oat  this 
heavy  gun  and  most  of  the  garrison  frx>m  Fort 
Buclwnan,  left  the  watera  above  free  fa>  the  ap- 

S roach  of  Major  Himter'a  command,  in  car  Ixtae 
otilk,  to  Tn^r  lalaad. 

Mi^or  Hunter,  who  had  moved  under  your 
orders,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Teche,  daring  the 
ni^ht  of  the  twenty-second,  on  board  oor  moa- 
qmto  fleet,  landed,  unperoeived  and  unattspected 
b^  the  enemy,  above  their  defeqpea,aDd  making 
his  way  through  the  swamp,  about  aeveo  o'dock, 
on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-third,  attacked 
Ihe  enemy  in  his  rear,  while  I  waa  oocopying 
hfan  in  front,  oompletely  Burprjaing  and  roa^i» 
him.  The  enemy  surrendered  the  dafancea  and 
the  town  of  Brashear,  to  Major  Hunter,  about 
luklf-past  seven  o'clock  on  the  moniii^  of  the 
twenty-third.  Major  Hunter's  eossmaod  con- 
sisted of  about  three  hundred  man  from  Bay- 
lor*s,  the  Fifth  Texas,  and  Wallar*^  battalion, 
and  Second  L^niaiana  cavalry  (picked  men). 
After  crossing  a  part  of  the  troopa,  I  was 
ordered  to  pursue  the  enemy  to  ^e  Boeaf. 
During  the  evening  of  the  same  day  I   had 

n")  an  animated  skirmish  with  him  at  the 
OS,  where  he  bad  burnt  both  the  railroad 
and  public  bridges,  and  was  well  fortified  on 
^e  east  bank ;  but  finding  that  I  bad  flanked 
him  with  a  part  of  my  command,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Boeuf ,  he  hastily  retreated.  I  threw  a 
small  detachment  over  the  Ramos,  on  the  night 
of  the  twenty-third,  and  moved  them  aa  close  as 

Sossible  to  the  enemy,  on  the  Boeuf;  Colonel 
[ajor*8  command  being  behind  the  enemy,  and 
it  being  diificult  for  him  to  escape  (about  four 
hundred  strong)  surrendered  to  ua  about  day- 
light on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fourtL 
Oiur  troops,  during  the  .three  days*  campaign, 
did  their  duty  with  great  afauaity,  and  behaved 
with  gallantry  on  ad  occaaions. 
Yery  respectfully, 

Yoor  obedieDit  servant, 

Tbomas  Qudbh, 
Brtgad]OT4taB0rtl,  wmiiymdifls  nm  oavaiiy  brfgiidt. 


DOCOHSNTB. 
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Doa  08. 
THB  SIGHT  AT  BOGBBSYILLE,  TfSSS. 

RBPOBT.  or  MiJOa>«DnB.AL  BAM  JOMEBL 


W.  YraooQA  Am  K.  Tiiiiiiiiw^ ) 
Ddbus,  December  11 ,  18091     j 

Gmerai  &  Cooper,  AtUuiani  and  Jbmpmstor^Gmh 
9tal  a  8.  A.,  Biohmond: 

Obobul:  I  have  the  honor  i(f  forward,  with 
thsB,  the  reports  of  Mt^'or-General  R.  BuiBom, 
Jr.,  and  hia  Hubordinate  commanders,  of  the  at- 
taok  on  the  enemy  near  Rogersville,  Tenneasee, 
and  the  reports  of  Brigadier-Gteneral  John  Ek^Jiols 
and  subordinate  oommanders  of  the  battle  at 
Droop  Mountain,  in  Pocahontas  county,  Virginia. 
Both  of  tiiese  affairs  oocurred  on  the  same  day, 
the  sixth  ultimo. 

The  afiair  at  Rogersville  was  a  complete  suo- 
oess,a&d  reflects  gro^t  credit  on  ttke  officers  and 
men  oonoemed.  The  affidr  at  Droon  Mountain 
was  by  no  means  so  disastrous  as  at  nrst  report- 
ed. Our  troops  seem  to  have  contended  gallant- 
ly against  vastly  superior  numbers,  and,  though 
driven  from  the  field,  the  artillery  and  trains 
were  brought  off  and  secured ;  and  the  enemy 
seems  to  have  been  so  severely  punished  as  to 
deter  him  from  pushing  on  and  following  up  the 
advantage  he  had  gained.  After  a  long  and 
fruitless  march  he  retreated,  having  simered 
heavier  loss  than  he  inflicted.  I  was  in  Ten- 
nessee when  Brigadier-Creneral  Echols  informed 
me  of  the  movement  of  the  aneaiytiirough  Po- 
oahontas,  and  I  reached  Dublin  on  the  sixth 
ultimo,  about  the  hour  the  firing  commenced 
at  Droop  Mountain.  I  met  Bri^uiier-General 
Echols'  command  on  Bait  Pond  Mountain.  It 
was  promptly  supplied  with  the  necessary 
arms  and  clothing,  and  in  four  days  moved 
back  and  reoccnpied  the  points  it  had  occu- 
pied before  the  engagement  of  the  sixth  ul- 
timo. 

Withgreat  respect, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

Sax.  Jonbs, 

Ifi^or-Gemnl,  ooaunandlng  Department. 
BVOBT  or  BRKUnDBMBNEEUL  BAMSOK. 


Gamp  nui  Blovmitiiib,  Tbhv.  ,  Nor.  14, 1868.    f 

Mqjor  C.  8,  SHnffeUow,  ABti^arU  Acffukmi' 
Oenendf  Duh&i,  Va.: 

Majob  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  reports 
of  Brigadier-General  Jones  and  Colonel  Oiltner, 
relative  to  both  attacks  upon  the  enemy  at 
Beyers  ville.  General  Jones  lias  supplied  copies 
of  my  letters  to  him,  and  they  accompany  his 
report  Colon^  Gun*er'8  report  was  sent  to 
Ckneral  Jones  for  endorsement  I  enclose  both 
the  note  of  my  adjutantgeneral  to  General 
Jones  and  his  reply  to  him.  Also,  my  letter  of 
instructions  to  Colonel  Giltner. 

I  regret  that  there  should  be  an^  discrepancies 
in  the  two  reports,  but  I  am  satisfied  tney  are 
not  irreconcilable.  It  was  intended  for  the  at^ 
tacks  by  bo&  brigades  to  be  independent,  but 


simultaneous,  and,  of  couise,  when  the  two 
forces  came  together,  the  senior  officer  was  to 
be  in  command  of  the  whole.  I  did  not  intend 
to  unite  the  brigades,  as  m^  instructions  show 
The  result  of  the  eacpedition  is  the  best  proof 
that  it  was  conductea  well,  and  I  am  unwilling 
to  create  or  sustain  bickering  or  jealousy,  when 
there  should  be  mutual  goc^  feeling.  General 
Jones  was  verballv  insfaructed  to  change  the 
point  of  crossing  tne  river  if,  upon  fuller  infor- 
mation, it  shoula  become  adviRablo.  The  fir^t 
report  ^ve^  as  captured,  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  prisoners,  four  pieoes  of  artillery,  sixty 
wagons,  and  one  tliousand  animals.  About 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  prisoners  ar- 
rived ;  the  artillery,  as  at  first  reported,  thirty- 
two  wagons  and  three  ambulances.  The  regi- 
mental colors  and  one  garrison  flag  are  in  my 
hands.  One  regimental  flag  was  captiured,  but 
in  some  wav  lost. 

I  regret  that,  up  to  this  time,  I  have  been  un- 
able to  have  accounted  for  more  than  about 
three  hundred  animals,  all  told.  I  much  fear 
they  have  been  appropriated  by  the  men,  and 
have  been  sent  off  and  sold.  There  is  no  other 
reasonable  conclusion. 

The  afBiir  was  a  decided  success,  and  I  have 
thanked  Ihe  officers  and  soldiers  engaged  in  it 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Ransom,  Jr.,, 

Brigadier-General. 


BtfOHT  OF  BRiaADlEB^SSnSRAL  W.  &  JONfiEk 

NvAS  CABan'B  Srinoir.  Timvia 
NoTember  U,  18831 


'} 


JUqf&r  71  Rowlcmd.  A.  A,  G,,  DiHrid  8.  W. 
Vcu  and  East  Tennessee : 
Majob  :  In  accordance  with  enclosed  instruc- 
tions from  headquarters,  district  of  south-west- 
em  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee,  my  command 
rendezvoused  at  Bauckman's  Ford  on  the  fourth 
instant  On  inquiry,  finding  if  it  crossed  here 
there  would  be  danger  of  alarming  the  enemy, 
I  deemed  it  best  to  cross  near  Spur^eon's  mill, 
and  camped  for  the  night  a  fbw  miles  below. 
Movine  early  next  morning,  the  command  halted 
at  Easly's,  on  Horse  Creek,  five  mHes  from 
Siingsport^  and  fed  the  horses.  From  this  point 
I  communicated  with  Colonel  Giltner,  near  noon, 
my  intention  to  execute  the  original  plan  of 
attach.  Arriving  seventeen  miles  from  Rogers 
vine,  on  the  Beach  Creek  road,  near  dark,  we 
halted  to  feed  and  cook  rations.  Here  it  was 
ascertained  the  road  leading  to  Smith's  and 
Dodson's  Fords  ran  within  six  miles  of  the 
camps  of  the  enemy.  It  was  also  ascertained 
both  fords  were  difficult  and  dangerous,  and 
the  night  was  dark  and  rainy.  To  reach  the 
point  assigned  me  by  the  hour  designated,  re 

Sttired  me  to  cross  the  Holston  before  do^vlight 
<y  intricate  mountain  paths,  exacting  the  ut 
most  care  on  the  part  of  all,  we  reached  Long's 
shoals,  twelve  miles   above    Rogers vQle,  and 
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cromed  in  safety.  Reaching  the  old  stage  road, 
nothine  oonld  be  heard  of  Colonel  Giltner's  com- 
mand/bnt  I  determined  to  torn  the  position  of 
the  enemy  at  tiie  month  of  Big  Creek,  by  way 
of  the  Garter's  Valley  road,  my  bri  ::>.  It*  crossing 
the  old  stage  road  for  this  piir]''*^^-  Soon  a 
messenger  overtook  me  with  tidlnp;3  of  Colonel 
GUtner,  also  reporting  about  one  hundred  Fed- 
enl  Tennessee  nome  gpiards  at  Kin  caters.  Posh- 
ing ahead  part  of  the  Eighth  Yirginia  cavalry 
to  snrrouna  uid  captnre  this  force,  they  en- 
oonntered  near  where  the  home  guards  were 
expected  a  scout  of  fift^  men  from  the  Second 
Tennessee  Federal  regiment.  The  attack  was 
made  with  such  vigor  that  but  seventeen  men 
of  this  force  escaped  this  onset 

Moving  on  briskly  to  the  junction  of  the 
roads,  the  Eighth  regiment  turned  east  on  the 
old  stage  road,  and  took  position  on  the  first 
eminence.  As  it  was  now  long  after  Colonel 
Giltner  should  have  made  his  attack,  and  no 
engagement  could  be  heard,  I  felt  assured  the 
enemy  must  have  made  his  escape,  but  moved 
the  Eiiehth  across  the  river  rbad  n-om  Big  Creek 
to  Dodson's  Ford,  in  hopes  of  intercepting  fugi- 
tives. The  men  of  the  Twenty-seventh  battalion 
Virginia  cavahy,  under  Captain  J.  B.  Thompson, 
were  ordered  to  charge  into  RogersviUe,  and  in 
do  doing  captured  upwards  of  one  hundred 
prisoners  and  some  army  supplies.  For  the 
same  reason  the  Eighth  was  ordered  to  the 
river  road.  Colonel  Witcher  was  ordered  with 
his  own  and  the  Thirty-seventh  battalion  of 
Yireinia  cavalry  to  Smith's  Ford.  The  Thirt^- 
sixm  battalion  Virginia  cavalry  was  held  in 
reserve  near  town,  and  the  Twenty-first  regi- 
ment Vir^nia  cavalry  in  the  position  first  held 
by  the  Eighth  regiment  The  Twenty-seventh 
battalion  Virginia  cavalry  was  ordered,  after  the 
captures  in  Uogersville,  by  the  railroad  to  the 
river.  After  these  dispositions  had  been  made, 
a  partv  of  fifty-five  home  guards  (Federals)  at- 
tacked the  town  firom  the  west,  but  were  easUv 
dispersed  by  a  small  party  under  Lieutenant  W . 
M.  Hopkins.  A.  D.  C. 

After  aU  tne  prisoners  had  been  collected  and 
marched  out  east  of  the  town,  the  wagons 
loaded,  hitched  to,  and  driven  to  the  forl^  of 
the  main  ^oads,  was  heard  the  first  firing  in  the 
direction  of  Big  Greek.  The  Twenty-firat  regi- 
ment was  immediately  ordered  up  the  old  stage 
road,  with  directionB  to  be  guided  by  the  firing 
and  to  join  in  the  battle.  The  Thirty-sixth 
battalion  was  ordered  up  from  town,  and  all  the 
other  commands  were  recalled  in  naste.  The 
old  stage  road  being  open,  the  Twenty-first 
having  moved  across  towards  the  river,  a  party 
of  one  hmidred  and  twenty-five  of  the  enemy 
attempted  to  escape  towards  Bos'ersville,  but 
were  intercepted  and  all  captured  by  the  timely 
arrival  of  Witdier*s,  daibome's,  and  Smithes 
commands. 

By  this  time  firing  had  ceased  in  front,  and  I 
felt  assured  of  the  surrender  of  the  enemy,  as 
proved  to  be  the  case.  Two  himdred  and 
ninetp  *  ^ers  were  taken  by  my  brigade 


acting  alone.  The  Etghtfa  Virginia  took  nine 
wagons  and  teams,  seven  of  which  were  se- 
cured. The  remainder  of  the  command  took 
three  wagons  and  two  ambulances,  all  of  which 
were  secured. 

From  Colonel  Comes'  report,  it  wiH  be  seen 
the  roads  west  of  the  position  of  the  enemy 
were  held  by  the  Eighth  Virginia  cavahy,  and 
a  large  part  of  the  five  hundred  and  fifty-six 
prisoners  taken  here  were  taken  by  the  Bigbtii, 
and  sent  in  charge  of  an  officer  to  Colonel  Gilt* 
ner.  Had  Colonel  Giltner  made  a  prompt  and 
bold  attac'k  that  would  have  discovered  tiie 
position  of  the  enemy  before  my  dispositions 
were  made  under  the  impression  of  his  having 
abandoned  his  position,  it  is  believed  none 
would  have  escaped.  The  unaccountable  delay 
doubtless  has  proved  very  detrimental  to  omr 
interests. 

To  Captain  McKinney,  of  General  Jackson's 
staff  J  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Watterson,  clerk  of  my 
brigade  (Quartermaster ;  and  to  Mr.  Phipps,  and 
other  guides,  my  thanks  are  especially  due  for 
their  activity,  energy,  and  judgment  on  this 
occasion.  To  Lieutenant  W.  M.  Hopkina,  of 
my  personal  staff,  I  am  under  great  obligations 
for  the  efficient  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 
Very  respectfully^ 

Tour  obeoient  serv^t 

W.  B.  JojfEB, 


BBPQBT  or  OOLOMBj  aUUBs 


HaiOQu. 


SBoom  CATiury  Buoadb,  vsax       Y 
NaVMnlMrlS,  IMS./ 


Jfo/or  T.  Bowland,  A.  A,  O,: 

1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port of  the  operations  of  the  troops  under  my 
command  during  the  recent  expedition  into  the 
enemy's  lines : 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  disbict  headquar- 
ters, I  moved  out  of  KiuKsport  at  six  p.  m.,  on 
the  fifth  instant  You  are  already  furnished  with 
the  general  order  containing  the  different  corps 
of  the  command,  and  their  order  of  march.  The 
whole  force  did  not  exceed  twelve  hundred,  as 
the  return  of  my  AdjutantrGenersl  for  that  day 
exhibits.  Such  was  the  secrecy  with  which  the 
movement  was  conducted  that  not  only  the  citi- 
zens, but  the  officers,  had  no  idea  of  ita  con- 
templation until  it  had  progressed  considera- 
bly towards  its  execution.  Some  delay  occurred 
in  crossing  the  river,  on  account  of  the  darkisess 
of  the  nighty  and  tne  difficult  jpassage  of  the 
horses  and  artillery  over  a  bad  ford.  All  was, 
however,  soon  in  order,  and  the  marcii  contin- 
ued in  a  cold,  chilling  rain,  without  further  ob- 
stacle until  we  were  unexpectedly  halted  b^  the 
passage  of  Brigpidier-General  Jones*  brigade 
across  our  road  to  the  Garter's  Valley  ix3ad  upon 
our  right  I  did  not  see  General  Jones,  but 
learned  from  his  staff  officer  that  this  chani^ 
in  the  original  plan  was  rendered  necessary*  by 
the  unpracticabilitv  of  the  road  to.  and  acr<.iaB 
the  river^  at  the  ford  he  proposea  at  first  to 
cross. 
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Ab  Boon  as  General  Jones'  brigade  had  crossed 
I  moved  on  slowly,  intending  to  halt  a  short 
time  at  SierguinsTiile,  in  order  to  give  General 
Jones  time  to  reach  the  enemy's  flsuok  and  rear, 
before  attacking  him  in  front  But  jnst  as  my  ad- 
vance reached  SofguinsviUe,  it  was  fired  upon 
by  a  scotitmg  party  of  the  enemy  which  had 
reached  there  that  morning  (now  four  and  a  half 
o'clock  A.  v.),  as  I  afterwards  learned.    I  com- 
mnnicated  mis  fistct  to  Oeneral  Jones.    The  en- 
emy, al)ont  thirty  in  nnmber,  retired  ]»recipi- 
tately  on  being  pressed  by  a  squadron  of  uie 
First  Tennessee,  which  oonstitated  my  advance. 
On  arriving  within  two  miles  of  Big  Greek, 
where  the  eaemy  were  understood  to  be  en- 
camped, we  came  upon  a  body  of  the  enemy  in 
a  strong  position,  and,  thouen  not  discovering 
more  than  twenty-five  or  thirty,  furnished  rea- 
son for  the  suspicion  of  a  larger  force  masked 
behind  tiie  riage  and  under  cover  of  dense 
pine  thickets.    Some  time  was  consumed  in  re- 
vealing their  intention  and  force,  by  throwing 
forward  fiankinff  and  skirmishing  parties,  before 
^vehich  they  agam  retired.    We  moved  forward 
^thout  delay,  and  on  approaching  Big  Greek 
discovered  that  tiie  enemy  were  in  the  act  of 
crossing  at  RusseU's  Ford.   Golonel  Carter  (First 
Tennessee)  was  sent  at  double-quick  to   out 
them  off,  which  he  did  in  most  gallant  st^le. 
Being  cut  off  from  the  ford,  the  enemy  took  a 
strong  position  on  the  opposite  side  oi  Big 
Greek,  where  they  had  been  encamped.    Lsav- 
ing  one  section  of  Phillips'  battery,  supported 
by  three  companies  of  the  Second  "East  Tennes- 
see mounted  infantry  at  Russell  House,  three 
hundred  yards  in  front  of  their  position,  and  on 
this  side  of  Big  Creek,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Trim- 
ble (Tenth  Kentuckv)  and  Major  Parker  (Fourth 
Kentuckyj    were    broueht   forward    and    dis- 
mounted m  five  hundrea  and  fifty  yards  of  this 
section,  and  moved  up.    The  men  all  went  for- 
ward with  the  greatest  enthusiasm,  making  no 
halt  for  balls,  shells,  or  bullets.    Colonel  Carter, 
^ter  intercepting  their  retreat  by  the  ford, 
turned  upon  these  two  gmis,  and,  advancing  by 
a  shorter  route,  was  the  first  to  reach  them,  cap- 
turing, at  the  same  time,  a  large  number  of  wag- 
ons, which  had  moved  out  to  cross  the  river.. 
Without  halting  a  simultaneous  advance  was 
made  bv  the  three  regimente  (Tenth  Kentucky, 
First  Tennessee,  and  Fourth  Kentucky)  across 
Big  Creek  (which,  though  deep   and.  rapid, 
proved  no  obstacle)  and  pp  the  nill,  on  which 
was  posted  their  other  section  of  artillery,  stip- 
ported  by  their  inain  force. 

At  this  time,  Captain  Lowry's  battery  (de- 
tained by  difficult  roads)  a^ved  upon  the  field, 
and  engaged  the  battery  of  the  enemy,  deliver- 
ing ita  fire  most  effectually.  Immediately  on 
crossing  the  creek  our  forces  encountered  the 
enemy  in  a  chosen  position,  where,  after  an 
honr*s  sharp  conflict,  they  succeeded  in  captur- 
ing the  other  section  of  Phillips'  battery  and 
about  four  hundred  and  fiftv  (450)  of  the  enemy. 
!nie  remainder  endeavored  to  effect  their  es- 
cape by  precipitate  flight    Here  I  ordered  for* 


ward  Major  Clark,  Sixteenth  Georgia,  and  Col 
onel  Slemp,  Sixty-fourth  Yirgiuia,  whom  I  had 
held  in  reserve,  mounted,  and  sent  them  at 
double-cuick  to  pursue  and  overhaul  the  fugi- 
tives, which  was  done  in  the  most  praiseworthy 
manner,  the  Sixteenth  Georgia  foilowiug  them 
across  the  river,  and  the  Sixty-fourth  to  Rogers- 
ville.  A  party  of  these  endeavoring  to  escape 
by  a  lower  ford,  was  met  by  the  Eighth  Virginia, 
of  General  Jones'  command,  and  most  of  them 
ca|ptured.  In  idl  about  five  hundred  and  fifty 
prisoners  were  taken  by  the  forces  under  my 
command,  four  brass  six-pounder  James  guns 
(Company  M,  Second  Illinois  lieht  artillery) ,  some 
thirty  wagons  loaded  with  all  manner  of  quar- 
termaster and  commissarv,  medical,  and  ord- 
nance stores,  together  witn  all  their  camp  and 
garrison  equipage,  the  horses  and  arms  of  the 
prisoners,  all  the  p^>ers  appertaining  to  the 
Adjutant-General's  department,  containing  most 
valuable  information,  etc.,  eto.,  etc 

As  already  mentioned,  our  forces  did  not  ex- 
ceed twelve  hundred,  of  which  not  more  than 
six  hundred  were  engaged  actively.  The  forces 
of  the  enemy  (commanded  by  Colonel  Israel 
Garrard,  Seventh  Ohio  cavahy)  consisted  of 
Second  East  Tennessee  mounted  infantry,  about 
full;  Seventh  Ohio  cavalry,  five  hundred  and 
eighty  strong,  and  Phillips  battery,  all  compos- 
ins  half  of  (>)lonel  James  P.  T.  Carter's  brigade 
(Third  brigade  cavalrv,  Fourth  division.  Twenty- 
third  army  corps).  Colond  Garrard,  command- 
ing, escaped  with  the  first  who  crossed  the  river. 
One  Mijor,  several  Captains,  and  one  acting  Ad- 
jutant-General, were  amonG"  the  prisoners.  Our 
loss  will  not  exceed  ten  lulled  and  wounded. 
The  enemy's  about  twenty-five  or  thirty,  ^ven 
wounded  were  paroled  and  left  in  charge  of  a 
Surgeon. 

Every  exertion  was  used  to  secure  all  the 
captures,  and  the  artillery  and  about  thirty 
wagons  were  brought  off  safely,  but  owing  to  a 
want  of  harness  tor  the  teams,  two  caissons 
and  some  twenty  wagons  were  disabled  and 
abandoned. 

It  was  my  intention  to  retire  to  where  I  could 
find  a  good  position  and  obtain  forage,  and  re- 
main until  everything  valuable  was  secured  and 
sent  to  the  rear  But  General  Jones  cominc  up, 
ordered  me  to  fall  back  that  night  beprond  the 
river,  which  was  accomplished  by  mne  a.  m. 
the  next  morning. 

Two  stands  of  colors  captured  bv  the  Fourth 
Kentucky  cavalry,  were  sent  up  this  morning. 
One  captured  by  the  Tenth  Kentucky,  was  de- 
tivered  to  you  by  Brigadier-General  Jones,  and 
another  taken  by  the  First  Tennessee,  was  after- 
wards stolen  from  the  regimental  wagon.  » 

No  discrimination  can  be  made  in  the  gallan- 
try of  troops,  where  every  corps  commanded 
the  admiration  of  ito  officers,  ana  the  gratitude 
of  their  country.  Their  soldierly  bearing  in  the 
presence  of  the  enemy,  furnishes  a  just  cause 
lor  pride,  and  receives  the  unqualified  approba- 
tion of  their  commander.  Those  actively  en- 
gaged, and  those  held  in  check,  manifested  alike 
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an  equal  wiUingnesB,  eyen  anxiety,  to  diacharge 
their  full  duty  aa  aoldiera,  even  die  moat  danger- 
ouB.  Any  discrimination  among  indiTiduala 
wonld  be  invidioua,  and  no  one  Ib  slighted 
when  it  ia  aaaerted  that  all  (witii  a  triffing  ez- 
ception|  may  remember  their  actions  that  daj 
with  a  jnst  pride. 

I  am  especially  indebted  to  Colonel  HeiskelL 
▼olnnteer  aid,  Captain  Flnsaer,  acting  aid,  azid 
Captain  Gnerrant,  A.  A.  G.,  for  inviduable  ser- 
vices on  the  field,  and  throughout  the  expedi- 
tion. 

I  am,  most  rem>eotfiilly, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

H.  8.  QlLTNKE, 


BE3>QKr  OF  COLONEL  COHES, 


HfeASQO. 


▼maoiu  CAYAmr,  I 
NoremlMr  IS,  1668.        / 

Brigadier-Omercd  W.  E,  Jones, 

Commanding  Cawdry  Brigade  : 

General  :  At  your  reqnest,  I  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Bighth 
Virginia  cavalry  at  Rogersville,  on  the  sixth 
instant  After  a  forced  inarch  of  twenty-lbnr 
honrs,  my  regiment  arrived  at  and  crossed  tiie 
Holston  Itiver,  near  Rogersville.  At  this  point 
I  was  ordered  across  the  country,  on  a  by  road, 
to  the  Carter's  Valley  road,  at  a  point  some 
eiglit  miles  above  the  town,  and  there  await  the 
arrival  of  Colonel  GKltner.  I  had  not  waited 
bnt  a  few  miniites.  when  I  was  informed  by 
yon  that  Colonel  Giltner  was  moving  on  the 
road  between  me  and  the  river.  At  tnis  jiino- 
tnre,  being  informed  by  ^on  that  there  was  a 
company  of  cavalry  on  picket,  some  four  miles 
in  advance  of  me,  I  threw  forward  Company  E, 
of  this  regiment,  with  instnictions,  when  they 
arrived  at  tiie  enemy's  pickets,  to  charge  down 
upon  them,  and  not  to  permit  any  of  them  to 
reach  Rogersville,  to  give  the  alarm.  This 
order  was  carried  out  to  the  letter,  not  one  of 
the  enemy  being  permitted  to  enter  the  town; 
Company  E,  led  by  Captain  H.  C.  Everett,  hav- 
ing captured  some  forty  of  them,  dispersed  the 
remainder  of  them  in  the  woods.  Meeting  with 
no  further  obstruction,  my  pommand  waa  moved, 
by  your  direction,  immediately  in  rear  of  the 
enemy,  on  a  road  leading  to  a  ferry  b^ow 
Rogersville.  Whilst  moving  my  command 
through  the  woods  (the  undergrowth  is  very 
dense  at  this  point),  I  found  myself  within 
twenty  yards  of  the  wagon  train  of  liie  enemy, 
which  had  been  sent  to  the  rear — ^their  picketa 
being  already  driven  in  from  the  front  by  Colonel 
Giltner.  Finding  the  enemy's  wason  train 
about  to  move,  I  ordered  my  command  to  charge 
tiie  guard,  composed  of  about  seventy-five  or 
eighty  men,  which  tiliey  did,  cantoring  tiie 
whole  of  the  wagon  train  and  nearly  all  of  the 
guard. 

I  then  immediately  moved  on  with  my  regi- 
ment, and  soon  found  myself  closely  engaged 
with  the  main  force  of  the  enemy.  I  immedi- 
ately posted  my  command  behind  a  fenoe  and 


on  a  wooded  luIMde,  in  easy  rai^e  of  tiie 
enemy's  camp,  where  we  remained,  under  a 
heavy  fire,  abost  fifteen  Bunntes.  The  enemy 
were  about  to  chafee  my  position  when  Colonel 
GKItosr  oommenioad  the  action  in  finoot,  whica 
anpeared  to  disconcert  the  enemy  so  mnch  that, 
although  they  made,  an  effort,  in  ooaaiderabld 
foroe,  to  diidodge  me,  they  were  quickly  re- 
pulsed, and  driven  baok  on  their  farmer  posi- 
tion. Colonel  Giltner  attaoking  vigorously  amut 
this  time,  the  enemy  threw  down  their  arms 
and  fled  in  every  direction.  Large  numbers  oi 
them  surrendered  on  the  field,  others  were 
c^>tnred  in  squads  through  the  neighborhood. 
A  few  of  them,  however,  mad*  their  escape 
aeross  the  river* 

My  oommand  suooeeded  in  captoring,  in  this 
,  upwards  of  three  hundred  priaonncs,  nine 
wagons  and  teams,  loaded  with  quartermasters 
stores,  seven  of  whioh  we  sacoeeded  in  Ixing- 
ing  with  us.  We  also  captured  a  large  number 
of  small  arms,  saddles,  and  about  ninety  horses 
and  mules,  in  addition  to  the  mules  tut  were 
attached  to  the  wagons.  The  command  was 
moved,  by  your  direction,  on  the  Carter's  Valley 
Road  creek  to  Blountville,  where  we  arrived 
safely,  on  the  eighth  instant,  bringing  with  ua, 
besideB  capturea  property  ajbove  mentioned, 
some  eight  hundred  prisoners.  Our  loss  in 
this  afiair  is  one  killed,  and  two  or  three  slightly 
wounded. 

I  am,  Genersl,  with  the  highest  respect, 
Tour  obedient  servant* 

J.  M.  CcnuB, 

ODlonel  Eighth  Virgiato  caralry 
MAJOR  ROWLA29D  TO  BBIOABIEit^ENBtAL  JOMBSl 


SBrwora  W.  Vmoniu  AKO  K.  Tim—,  \ 
NsAE  BLOcnmnu%  Tfira.,  November  12, 1888.        j 

Brigadier^Gknarai  W.  JEL  /ernes,  commanding^ 

.  etc: 

Gbnbral:  The  Major-€^neral  commanding 
directs  me  to  enclose  the  report  of  Colonel  Gilt- 
ner for  your  endorsement,  inasmuch  as  the  two 
brig^es  were  united  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
afi^  of  the  sixth  instant  He  requesta  that 
you  forward  vour  report  of  the  same  affair  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  ROWLAHD, 

A.  A.  G 

OENiaUL  JONES  TO  MAJOR  BOWLAMBt 


BsADQiTAnns  Joins' 

Norember  IS,  1988. 


} 

Mc^  T.  Btnelcnd,  A.  A.  Q^  Bigtrid  S.W.  To. 
and  JB,  T^enn,  •" 
Major  :  In  reply  to  youra,  enclosing  a  report 
of  Colonel  Giltner,  relative  to  the  attack  on  the 
enemy  near  RogeraviUe,  the  sixth  instant^  I  can 
saj",  if  by  endoraement  you  wish  me  to  confirm 
his  statements,  auch  is  not  in  my  power.  My 
report  will  show  you  the  a&ir  appears  to  me 
in  a  different  light  from  what  it  does  to  Colonel 
Giltner.    As  the  report  is  not  addressed  to  me. 
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and.  ia  not  sent  through  me,  I  pretame  it  was 
not  intended  I  ehotdd  oorrect  exrots  in  it  I 
"was  nnder  the  impreenon  I  oommanded  in  Hua 
aflkir,  end  the  statement  of  Mr.  Wstfeerson  will 
show  Colonel  Otttner  was  of  the  aane  opinion 
before  the  fight 

.    Very  respeetftil^, 

Your  ohedient  servant^ 

W.  &  JOHM, 


QBDSB8  OF  GSNQtAL  RANSOM. 


BLSonfauui,  Now 


(,1868. 


} 

l^rigadier^Ommd  John  S.  WiUiamB,  command' 
ing  Chvahy  Brigade : 
GmsRAL!  It  is  represented  Ibat  there  is  at 
Rogers ville  a  bodj  of  two  or  three  regiments  of 
the  enemy,  and  it  is  desired  to  oi^tore  that 
force.  Ton  will  drop  down  the  river  witii  yonr 
brigade,  having  pickets  at  the  fbrds,  cross  the 
north  fork  of  Hourton,  and  attack  at  Rogersville 
at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  sixth 
instant  Brigadier-Oenenl  W.  £.  Jones  wiJl 
proceed  by  the  Horse  Creek  and  Beach  Creek 
Valley  roads  and  attack  simnltoneonsly  with 
Tou.  Tonr  march,  after  getting  across  the 
North  Fork,  shonld  be  rapid,  and  in  the  night 
Yon  can  go  a  few  miles  below  Kinesport,  so  as 
to  reach  Borersvffle  easily  in  the  nieht  of 
Thursday  and  make  tiie  attack  as  direotea.  No 
"wagODB,  except  for  ammunition,  will  be  taken. 
Ton  can  cany  the  battery  now  with  yon  if  yon 
desire  it  Have  prepared  enongh  cooked  ra- 
tions for  the  movement  After  executing  the 
movement  and  the  attack,  yon  will  retnm  rapicUy 
to  vonr  present  position.  Concert  between  yon 
and  Brigadier-Oeneral  Jones  will  be  necessary. 
Qeneral  Jones  has  been  directed,  after  the  at- 
tack, to  return  to  his  present  position. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
R  Rajisom, 

M»iiQk4kaatnL 

Copy  of  endorsement  on*  the  above  letter : 

HiAOQCiJcnBH  Dvxvoor  8.  W.  Vnonu  axd  B.  Tmjiimm,  1 
Bu>uinyiut,  Tkmiiaw,  November  4, 186&     } 

Brigadier-(}eneral  John  B.  Williams  having 
been  relieved  of  his  command,  and  Colonel  Gilt- 
ner  assigned  to  the  command  of  his  brigade, 
the  latter  officer  wiU  execute  the  order  herein 
conveyed. 

R  Ravsom,  Jr., 

ICiOor-OtDenl. 

BiADQiirisan  Dmaoir.  \ 

Gavp  nuB  BLonrmixB,  NoTember  8, 1868.  f 

BrigadicT'Oenerat  W.  K  JonM,  oofwnumding 
Caoakry  Brigade : 
QiNSBAL :  It  is  represented  that  there  is  at 
Rogersville  a  foroe  of  two  or  three  regiments  of 
the  enemy,  and  it  is  desired  to  capture  that 
force.  You  will  please  oollect  your  brkade, 
throwing  a  force  in  the  direction  of  Jonesboro', 
and  with  the  greater  part  proceed  to  Rogers- 


ville hv  a  route  leadmg  up  Horse  Creek  and 
down  Beaob Greek yalleyB,aaposs  the  Holston  at 
one  of  the  fords  near  Rogenviile,  aod  attack  at 
daylight  on  fViday  morning,  the  sixth  instant 
You  will  oover  the  roads  leading  to  your  rear 
by  flmall  pickets,  so  as  to  convey  information 
both  to  yourself  and  to  the  infantry  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Holston,  east  of  Kingsport  Briga- 
dier-Qenersl  Willianas,  commanding  cavahy  bri- 
gade, win  move,  by  way  of  Kingsport,  across  the 
North  Fork  of  Holston,  and  join  in  the  attack  at 
the  same  time  as  yourself.  After  starting  dip 
reotly  for  Rogenviile,  rapidity  wifl  be  required 
both  in  the  execution  of  the  march  and  attach, 
and  in  your  return  to  your  present  position.  I 
need  hardly  caution  you  as  to  your  left  flank. 
The  foroe  sent  towards  JoBeri)oro'  should  oover 
it,  as  well  as  check  a  direct  advance  in  that  di- 
rection. Yon  will  have  enough  cooked  rations 
prepsred,  and  take  nothing  else,  except  ammu- 
nition. No  wagons  exo^t  for  ammunition,  will 
taken.  I  leave  it  to  your  discretion  to  take  the 
battery  of  srtillery  now  with  yon  or  not,  as  you 
may  deem  it  best  If  not  carried,  have  it  prop- 
erly posted,  so  as  to  do  good  service,  if  needed, 
and  not  to  be  subject  to  culture. 
Very  respeotfoUy, 

Your  obedisnt  servant, 

R.  RANSOlf , 
MiiJoiuQeBeraL 

GXNSUL  RAM80U  TO  GENERAL  JONES. 
NiAB  BLOumyiULB,  Tbkm.,  November  8, 1868.  / 

Brigeidier-Oeneral  W,  K  Janm,  commanding 
Oc^cabry  Brigade: 

Gekibal:  I  enckMe  a  latter  of  instructions 
and  a  map  for  your  guidanoe.  I  find  the  Horse 
Gkeek  Vallev  too  much  to  your  right  You 
most  tska  the  most  direct  road,  or  the  one  you 
think  best  Dodaon's  Ford  is  represented  to 
me  as  the  best  I  will  send  to  you  Csptain 
McKinney,  of  General  Jackson's  staff,  who 
knows  the  country  thoroughly  about  Rogers- 
ville. It  looks  as  though  it  would  rain,  and  we 
may  be  prevented  from  making  Ae  movement 
WUliams  will  be  relieved  to-morrow,  and  I  shall 
have  to  send  the  letter  of  instructions  to  Colonel 
Giltner. 

You  had  best  have  the  battery  come  to  this 
side  of  the  Holston,  and  let  me  know  where  you 
have  it 

I  shiJl  move  up  towards  the  junction  of  the 
two  rivers  to-morrow,  on  the  Jonesboro'  xotA, 

It  may  rain  and  cause  the  river  to  rise  after 
you  get  to  Rogersville.  In  that  event  you  may 
make  your  way  out  by  Kingsport 

Reports  from  Kingsport  and  Rogersville  rep- 
resent the  enemy  camped^  on  Big  Creek,  four 
miles  above  Rogersville. 

Give  directions  so  that  your  wagons  may  not 
get  into  any  difficulty. 

If  you  can  do  so,  it  would  be  well  for  you  to 

come  here  to-night 

•  •  *  •  «  «  « 

Giltner  will  have  orders  to  attack  at  the  same 


762 


BEBELLIOH    RECORD,    1862>65. 


boor  yon  do,  that  is,  at  daylight  on  Friday  rnoni- 
iDg.  Neither  should  wait  for  the  other,  as  both 
have  the  ssme  osdera. 

Toon  tmly, 

R.  Rahsoii, 


raATEMKNT  OT  W.  H.  WATIEB80N. 


BUlDQUA 


Jdnn'  O&TALBT  BVBAMf  Q.  R*  Dvi 

N<rreaib«r  U^  liSft. 


} 

Being  called  upon  by  Brigadier^General  W. 
K  Jones  to  eive  a  statement  of  my  connection 
with  the  a&ir  at  Big  Oreek^  Hawkins  oonnty, 
Tennessee,  I  most  respectfolly  sabmit  the  fol- 
lowing: 

I  was  left  by  Qeneral  Jones  at  the  honse  of 
Mr.  William  Lyons,  where  the  road  from  Low- 
ry's  Ford  crosses  the  old  stsge  road,  in  order  to 
see  that  the  brigade  under  his  (General  Jones') 
command  took  Sie  right  road,  when  I  saw  that 
Colonel  Giitner's  colomn  had  arrived.  I  went 
to  the  head  of  it|  and,  while  there,  tindeniood 
from  him  that  he  was  going  to  halt  his  brigade 
at  Buiguinsville  until  he  heard  from  General 
Jones. 

This  was  coochided  upon,  I  supposed,  since 
Genera]  Jones  had  crossed  the  river,  at  least 
fourteen  miles  from  and  above  the  ford  at  which 
it  was  intended  when  the  expedition  begun,  and 
to  have  an  understanding  as  to  the  plim  of  at- 
tack. 

When  the  rear  of  Jones*  brigade  had  passed 
the  crossing  of  the  roads,  I  hastened  on  to  inform 
General  Jones  of  Colonel  Giltner's  intention. 
I  overtook  G^eral  Jones  about  three  miles 
from  where  he  came  into  Carter's  Valley  road, 
going  very  rapidly,  at  the  head  of  his  oohmm. 
When  I  told  him  that  Colonel  Giltnor  was  await- 
ing at  SurgninsviUe  to  hear  from  him,  he  seemed 
surprised,  and  ordered  me  to  go  inmiediatel^ 
and  tell  Colonel  Giltner  to  move  on  and  attack 
the  enemy  in  front 


I  started  back  to  the  first  croas^oad,  and  had 
got  about  one  and  a  half  miles,  when  I  met  a 
oourier  from  Cokmel  Giltner,  who  said  that  hia 
whole  brigade  had  passed  down  the  old  atage 
road  in  a  great  harry,  haviw  rooted  the  Tankee 

{>icketB  at  Burguinsville.  Ithen  hiimed  to  f<(4- 
ow  on  after  General  Joiiea,and  had  gone  .on  the 
Garter's  Valley  road  to  within  five  miles  of 
Ro^ersville,  when  I  learned  that  Colonel  Giltner 
had  not  gone  on  down  further  than  C.  C.  Mil- 
ler's, eight  miles  east  of  Rogersville.  I  immedi- 
ately abovXrfaoed  and  went  back  to  the  road 
leading  from  the  Carter's  Valley  road  to  the  old 
stage  road,  coming  out  at  Mr.  CL  C  MiUer*s, 
where  Colonel  Gutner  was  understood  to  be. 
When  I  turned  back  I  was  about  four  miles 
from  C.  C.  Miller's  (or  Yellow  Store),  bat  when 
I  got  there  all  of  tbe  brigade  under  Giltner  had 
passed  along,  except  the  artillery  (Lowery'a  hat- 
tery)  and  the  rear  guard.  I  went  on  after  Col- 
onel Giltner,  passing  about  half  of  his  oolunu 
(the  rear  half)  in  motion,  and  overtook  him  only 
a  few  hundred  yards  east  of  Mr.  John  8hiftl«iB, 
six  miles  east  of  Rogersville.  Colonel  Giltner 
was,  at  tiie  time,  with  a  portion  of  two  compa- 
nies of  Colonel  Carter's  ^irst  Tennessee  cavalry, 
together  with  Major  Groforth  and  Captain  Fiil- 
kerson,  in  a  field  on  the  right  hand  side  of  tbe 
road.  The  squadron  was  made  the  command  of 
Major  Goforth,  so  I  soon  after  learned.  I  deliv- 
ered General  Jones'  orders  to  Colonel  Giltner  to 
attack  as  soon  as  possible.  The  squadron  under 
Goforth  went  on  the  right  to  fiank  the  move- 
ment of  the  main  column  in  its  advance  to  at- 
tack the  enemy,  who  were  understood  to  be 
about  a  mile  distant,  on  an  elevation,  in  the 
woods  to  the  left  of  the  road.  I  think  tlie  at- 
tack was  made  about  nine  a.  m.,  nearly  thirty 
minutes  after  I  delivered  Greneral  Jones'  orders 
to  Colonel  GDtner. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  fi.  WATTBBaoar. 
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CAmx,lB.C,llKt„ notioed.       Doe.  600 
Gabiu.,  H.  GL  ,  GOLVreport  of  the  bat- 
tle of  FredertckBbQrgjYa.,  Doc  188 
Gasbix,  W.  L.,  Brig.-Gen.,  report  of 

the  battle  of  Oorinth,  Doc.  640 
CiQB,  D.  C.,  E^.,  noticed,  Doc  600 
Qajdwwu,  Lieut.  -CbL ,  6th  Ky.  Regt. , 

atVlckBbarg,  Doc.  700 

Qampbbll,  D.  a.  .  Aotlng-Mastar.    See 

Xanaemond  River,  Doo.  248,  244 
GAHPBflLL|JaBir,  GoL,  notioed.  Doc  667 
Gabnm,  w.  W;,  Gapt.,  at  Ghlcka- 

maoga,  Doc.  487 

Gabbob,  S.  p.,  Ltoot-OoL,  notioed. 

Doc.  667 
Ganv,  Biu^  Xient,,  noticed,  Doo.  818 
Gabbb,  Jokb  0.,  OoL  88th  Tenn., 

notioed.  Doc  487 

Oabibr,  J.  W.,  ObL,  report  of  the 

battle  of  FtvderlckBbiirg,  Va., 

Doc  160 
Gabr,  J.  p.,  MU. ,  noticed,  Doc.  640 
OisnnBEnr,  A.    Set  DonaldBOBTUIe, 

Doc  761 
OMBTine,  lA. ,  Fight  at,  Doc  687 

Outle  thunder,  aomea  In,         Doo.  108 
OhTafay  tai  the  United  Sfeatee  Army, 

bill  to  improve  ttie  organiBa- 

tlon  of,  Doo.    40 

Oaubbt, ,  Ueat.,  klBed  at  Baton 

Rooge,  Doc.  710 

— ,  Prrrate  of  Weit  Fsle- 

olaha  Biflea,  notioed,  Doc  714 


Chahnette,La.,  report  of  the  fi^it  at, 

Doc  684 
OajiHBBBLAY3rB,J.H.,IJeai^        Doc  IM 
-     HBUHB,  Jonr  R^  OoL,  rcfiort  eC 
the  battle  of  XellyBTiUe,   Ta., 

Doc  KU 


ChancellorBviUe,  Va.,  rebel  reporta 

of  the  battle  of,  Doc 

list  of  casoahka  ta  the  battle  of, 

Doc 
CfeUBKna,  &  M.,  braveiy  of,       Doc 
Cbaplaina,  how  oreated  by  law,  Doc 
OUIUB,  J.  G.,  Lient.-Ootn.,  report 
of  the  Ekpeditkm  to  ent  the 
OiarleaUm  and  Savannah  Ball- 
road,  Doc 
CkuniAir.  JoHir  SL,  Heat;,  bonorahly 
mentioned,  Doc 
Gharleaton,   8L   G.,  reporta  of  the 
operationB  of  the  Iron-dada  at. 

Doc 
official  19ottthem  reporte  of  the 
defence  of,  Doc 

Charleeton  and  Savannah  Railroad, 
Expedition  to  oat  tiic  Ofliclal 
reporta.  Doc. 

Cbbaibav,  BL  F..  Gen. ,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Chip^amaQga,       Doc 
CBfbbt,  B.  &,  lient,  notioed.   Doc 
Qbrbt,  G.  R..  Gapt.,  noticed.   Doc. 
"  Chesapeake'*     steamer,      Lieat.- 
Gom.  J.  F.  Mtekela*  report  of  the 
caplare  of  the.  Doc 

OBioanBTB,  Ambub,  fttghiaar,  no- 
ticed, Doc 
Chtckamaoga,  Tenn.,  BoaOwm  of- 
ficial reporta  ol  the  battle  of. 

Doc 

Gen.  T.  J.  Wooda*  report  of  the 

battle  of,  Dnc 

CBDiMaBBS,  jUral    Slat    Ala., 

mortaily    wooaded    at     Baton 
Rooge,  Doa 

Cfioiry, ^Oftpt,woandad  at  Baton 

Rooge,  Dec 

OnrrBNnAU.  JiVnuAV  R ,  Doc 

CBKBnr.D.  H.,  GOL,notload,     Doc 
Clarke,  B.  W.,  Ltent.,at  the  battle 

Doc 
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or  katott^Uoge. 
GUbx,  Gbablbs,  Brlg.-GeiL, 

battle  of  Baton  Roago, 
wounded, 
noticed, 
Clark,  Bbmbt  M.,  IbUor, 
Clabx,  J.  C.,  Gapt.,  death  of, 
CLAm,  J.  L.,  Gapt,  klBed, 
Clakm,  8.  T.,  Uent,  noticed, 
GLAYTDV.  H.  D..  Brig.-Gea.,  report 

of  tlM  battle  of  Ohiekamaoga, 

Doc 
GLArraif,  JCBua  BL,  Uent.,  Doc 

CUBOBXB,  P.  R.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  GhtHri manga.        Doc 
Cloubt,  — ^  Oq»t,  Freaoa  man-of- 
war  "  lOhm,'*  Hoc 
Ooaat  Survey ,  mapa  of,  of  great  oae 

in  the  war,  Doe. 

Coats,  Hbtrt  Oh  Gapt,  report  of 

the  battle  of  Get(j8bar&     Doc 
Ooan,  T.  P.  R.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 

operationa  of  hla  brigade  in  the 

battle  of  Itederlokibvrg,  ▼*•$ 

Doc 

Oobb*B  battery.ai  the  battle  of  Ba> 

tonBoagoL  Doe. 

ras, ,  t>oL    See  TbmattBa*B 

Station,  Doc 

,  F.  M.,  QdU    Bm  remhar- 
ton'B  report  of  the  battle  of  Ba- 
ker's Greek,  Doc. 
OofiteTilla,  MIM.,  oAolal  Boafthera 
reporta  of  the  battle  near,  Doc 
B,  If.  a.UaBt-OoL,  Doc 
report  of  the   battle  of  Bhtcn 
Rooge,  Doc 
VLBBRT,  — — ^  Brtg.-flen.    See  Oor- 
inth, Doc 
300D,  C.  J.,  OoL.  report  of  the 
battka  of  Foootallgo  and  T( 
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Cat9XK,  ScHUTUDt,  remwkB  on  the 
tm  to  Authorise  the  employ- 
ment of  volunteen  Doa  4 
CoXiXMAir,  D^  a>l.,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Chiokunaura,  Doo,  468 
G0X410IR.  A.  IL ,  Brig-Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  CShaneeuonyiUe, 

Doe  SSL 

noticed.  Doe.  686 

Coi4|i7nx,tt.H.,  ASdyDOtioed,    Doc.  282 

Ocn4iunT,  P.  H.  CbL ,  noticed,     Doc.  417 

OrajROH,  B.  &,  Brig-Gen.,  report  of 

the  battle  ofduaoeUorBTltle, 

Doo.  270 
•*  Ooloinblne,*'  steamer,  report  of 
the  capture  of  the,  .  Doc  202 

statement  of  Drover  ESdwarda.  la 
relation  to  the  oaptnre.       Doc.  206 
a  0..  Capt.,  noticed,      Doc.  081 
J.  IL,  Col.,  report  of  the 
fight  at  Rogererlllo,  Tenn^  Doc  TOO 
OommlBeary    Department,    United 
Statee  army,  bill  to  promote 
the  efficiency  of,  Doc  42 

Oommtttee  on  the  oondoot  of  the 
War :  Gen.  Franklin'i  reply  to 

the,  Doc  160 

GbnfiBdeifVte  amy,  euployment  of 
negroee  in  the,  Doc  284 

estimated  strength  oL  hi  Jhanary 
1S64»  Doc.  688 

OoniMerate  Congress.    Aet  suspend- 
ing ttie  writ  of  habeas  oorpos, 

Doo.  227 

OonfiDderate  light  battery.  Doo.  701 

Oonfederate  recrolts,  the.  Doc. 

Otmgress  of  the  United  States.    As 

Oommlttee  on  the  Gonduct  of 

the  War,  Doc 

record  of  the  military  measnree  of 

1801-1806,  Doc 

See  MiliUry  Ifeasares  of  Oongress. 

Obnecrlption  at  the  Sonth.         Doc. 

GoonB,  M.  W..  report  of  the  Aeas- 

orer  of  tbe  New  Inland  Sol. 

diers'  Relief  Association,     Doc. 

Ocninth,  Miss.,  Gen.  Beam^gard's 

report  of  the  evaonation  of,  and 

retreat  to  Tapelo,  Doc. 

Soathem  official  reports  of  the 

battle  of,  Doc. 

official  correspondence  rdating  to 

the  battleof,  Doc 

O0BinBW.Axn,  L.  A.,  AoUng  Master's 

Mate,  Doc 

Cotton,  Gen.  Loyefl's  order  for  the 

destractlon  of,  Doc. 

Oonrta-Martial,  history  of  the  bill 

relating  to.  Doc 

CbWikV,  Edoar,  Senator,  Doc 

Cox, i  CoL  2d  N.G.,woanded,  Doc. 

GaATHf, ,  Dr.,  his  "  dtery'^  cor> 

rected,  Doo. 

CftAwioKD,  S.  W.,  G«tt.     the  Five 

Forks.  Va.,  Doc 

CkziDLB,  H.  M. ,  Qipt^  ttotleed,  Doc 

Ctarmroiv.  T.  L.,  Gen.,  report  of 

the  battle  of  Stone  Riyer,    Doc 

Cboos,  Geobm,  Gen.   See  battle  of 

Five  Forks,  Va.,  Doc. 

Ckoea,  J.  D. ,  M%)or,  noticed,      Doc 

CUOfSLAXDf  EDWiBD,  CoL,  rcpOTt  Of 

the  battle  of  Baton  Bottge,  Doc 

at  Vieksbnrg,  Doc. 

noticed.  Doc 

Ghieltles  of  war,  Doc 

CKOTcamu),  8.,  OoL.  report  of  the 

battle  of  Fk^deHwsbnrg,    Doc. 

Commings'  Georgia  Brigade  at  Ticks' 

borg.  Doc 

CoiBT, ,  Chpt.,  noticed,      Doc 

Ccaum,  8.  B^  Gen.,  at  Balna,  Ark. 

Doc 
CxMtn,  G.  A.,  Gen.   Sm  battle  of 

Doc 
Doc 
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Fire  Forks,  Ta., 
,  G.  &,  Oftpt, 


806 
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Dasuhbv,  Joor  A.,  Rear- Admiral, 
report  of  operstlOBS  of  iroa- 
oladi  at Gharieston,  8  C,    Doc  188 


report  er  the  eipedltloii  to  ett  llie 
Charleston  and  Savannah  Rail- 
road, Doe»  200 
report  of  the  eq^tnre  of  the  steam- 
er Columbine^        Dec  282, 204»  006 
Dsnoe*s  Battery,  at  ntedoriolSBOorg, 

Doc  161 
jyAqaau  L.  B.,  Chpt.,  death  of.  Dee.  168 
DAvmsoH,  THOMiS  J. ,  his  deyotioa  to 

the  sick  aftd  woiBded,        Doc  701 
Datbl  H.  C,  Col.    See  Fort  Pillow, 

Doe.  720 
Datb,  Jaxsb  H.f  Adjutant,       Doc  140 
IUtb,  Jav.  a, Gen.,  npo^^  of  the 
batUe  of  Stone  Kyer,  Doc  402 

noticed,  Doo.  470 

Davb.  Jawasius.  See  dsftaoe  of 
Caarleeton,  &  C.  Doc  017 

promiseB  to  assist  Pttmberlon  at 
Vicksborg,  Doc  608 

Dawson's  Battery,  «t  CUdtosnaiaga, 

Doe.  447 
Dead  BaOOo  Ijfte,  rspoco  of  the  bat* 

tie  of,  Doo.  281 

DBAS,  H.  kj  ll^jer,  neiloed,      Doc  ON 
Dkas.  Z.  Cl.  Brlg.-Gen.,  report  of 
ue   battle    of    nilfflk^siniiga 

Doc  426 
**  De  Bslb,"  gVBboai,  ikikteg  of  the, 

Doc  088 
DBLAiTT,  J.  F.  Dr.,attte  battle  of 

Baton  Bom,  Doc  718 

DiMoiraAiu.  Miwos.  SpanlA  Csoaol 
at  Charleston.  &  C,  letter  eon- 
cemlng  «he  Msekadsof  Oiarles- 
ton,  Doc  617 

Dent's  Battery,  at   Chjpkamanga, 

Doc  414 
Vi^xvum,  A.  &,  Ueat,  Doc  708 

Db  BAosBoim  W.  D. ,  Ookmel,  report 
of  the  battte  of  Frederiflksbnrg, 
Va.,  Doo.  148 

DsBLA,  Jabo^  Brlg.-Gen.,  death  of. 

Doe.  872 
DBvnr,  OsAjaasiGen.    See  battle  of 

FiTe  Forks, Va.,  Doc  800 

DawiR.  W.  H.,  Killed,  Doc  210 

DmBKU,  G.  Ck .  GoL,  report  of  an  es* 
pedttloB  mto  Biet  Tennessee, 

Doc  020 
DnxBoir,  John  &,Ghpt., noticed,  Doo.  718 
Disabled  Soldiers,  bill  to  faoOltale 
Uie    dlsoharge    of    tram    the 
anny.  Doc  40 

Ddtow,  J.  K.,  Ltent,  noticed.    Doc  683 
DoBBDiB,  Arch.  S.,  OoL,  report  of 
operations  at  tbe  battle  of  Hele- 
na, Doc.  810 
DoBT,i.  B.,  Dent.,  notioed.       Doc  147 
DouB,  Giosas,  Brlg.-Gen.,  report  of 
the  hattto  of  GhaikoeUocsylUe, 

Doc.  279 
DovAiD,  G.  L.,  Ospi.,  nocieed.  Doc  160 
DowAunoir,  Bmcob.,  Uent.    See  Fort 

Pillow,  Doc.  720 

Donaldsonyll]e,lA^1lghtat,     Doc  768 
DoMifsu,  D.  M.,  Cot,  loth  Tenn., 

noticed,  Doc.  487 

Da«.W.U,Mi4or.    As  ODflbeville, 

Hiss.,  Doc  000 

DooeLA8,HmttrKn>,0iipt,  ooUced, 

Doc  278 
Dbao^  Jaxb  H.,  Ool.,  Doc  818 

Do  Boa^  — -.  Ool.    See  lofca,    Doc  188 
Dun,  Jomi.Oapt.,  Doc.  270 

DoiiGAir,  J.  K., Brig. -Gen.,  report  of 
'the  captore  of  Forts  Jackson 
and  St.  Philip,  La.  Doe.  068 

DoraAHjW.  ^.,Coimmlssary,Boticed, 

Doo. 
DumiM;  A.,  lievt.,  Doc 

DoRRAM,  RoBar  T.,  Oapt. ,  report  on 

smuggling,  .  Doc  MO 

Doplere's  Zonares,  at  the  battle  of 

CorlnA.  Doc  048 

Doraoiomr,  ^-->  Ileal.,  wX  Baton 

Rooge,  Doc  716 

DVYAi,  a  T.,  MMor,  ndiesd.     Doc  006 
DwrnnE,  W.  M.,  lieat.,  notioed, 

Doc  119 
Dntt,  GuRATus  A.,  Botleedy      Doc  600 


Rablt,  J.  A.,  Brlg.-Gen.,  report  of 
the  batUe  of  Frederickaborg, 
▼a..  Doc  100 

report  ef  the  battle  of  Chanoellors- 
ylBe,  Doc  207 

Eailt,  — — .  Gen.,  report  of  opera- 
tions at  Rappahannock  Bridge, 

Doc  740 
But  Teanessee,  official  reports,  6te- 

yenson's  Expedition  Into,  Doc.  018 
EoHflM,  WniaAM  H.,  MaJ.,r^>ort  of 

the  defeaee  of  Gbarleetoa,  Doc.  682 
BONSt,  M.  D.,  Gen.,  noticed.       Doc.  600 
EDMUBBseir,  JAJBBB  R.,  Lieat.-CDl., 
report  of  the  battle  of  Freder- 
icksboro,  Va..  Doc.  166 

BtWAXDB,   J.,  CoL,  report  of  the 

battle  at  Baton  Rouge,         Doc  706 
bwANSS.  0.  B. ,  Col. .  notkied,    Doc.  800 
Blwards'  Depot,   MIsb..  battle  of, 
Osngb^     See  Yieksbttrg,   Doc 

604,689 

Buds, ,  M^.,  noticed.        Doc  293 

EuBUDO^  J.  W.,  M%|.,  noticed.  Doc.  881 
IBuMtf  GtaABLSB,  Gen.,  hla  Marine  bri- 
gade at  the  siege  of  Vickeburg, 

191 
EuBH^  ttoiUB  K,,  Lieat.,  Doc  718 
Btuon,  Lboktoas,  Capt.,  Doc  001 

EiiaoR,  Bcsnm,  jb. ,  luo.,  report  of 

tliedefeneeof  Cbarleeton,  Doc.  660 
ttui,  0.  8.,  Priyate,  noticed,  Doc  804 
Blub,    Powbaxab,  Cnpt.,    notioed, 

Doc.  001 
Euas,  WnxiAM  B.,  Lieut.,  noticed, 

Doe.  088 
Bitep*i  Battery,  at  Chickamanga, 

Doc  828 
BtrABB,  C   A.,  OoL,  notioed.    Doc 

110,  120 
BTABn^WiLLiAJiM.,  noticed.  Doc.  788 
Ehbor^  Battery,  at  Chickamauga, 

Doc.  414 
EWBi&.B.&,CoL  iStaf  Siege  of  Vicks- 
borg, Doc.  601 
Letter  of.  In  refBrenoe  to  the  move- 
ments of  Gen.  Johnston  at  the 
tlBM  of  the  siege  of  Vicksborg, 

Doc.  604 
noticed.  Doc  086,  OEO 

EwmX)  B.  8.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 
operations  at  Rappahannock 
Bridge,  Doc.  740,  746 


Faoav,  J.  F.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Helena,  Doc  008 

<Sm  Helenc  Ark,,  Doc.  606 

Faiv, ,  Uent.-GoI.  0th  Ga.,  Doc  400 

Faloohbb,  Kxbxook,  Capt.,  Doc  010 
Fau,  R  F.,  Mi^or,  noticed.  Doc  006 
Bhrmlngtoo,  Tenn.,  account  of  the 

fight  at.  AeeOhlckamauga,Doc.  800 
FaBbbex,  W.  B.,  Cb.pt ,  Doc.  177 

Fabbob,  J.,  Lieat,  noticed,       Doc. 
FAOirriBBOT,!.  K.,  Capt.,  Doc 

a  a,  ckpt.,       Doc. 

raaiwAvi*.  W.  u..  Brig. -Gen.,  re- 
port of  toe  battle  of  FrederickB- 
burg,  Va.,  Doc. 

_  at  BBker'B  CreelL  Doc. 

FuBiBB,  JovB  0.,  Com.,  report  of  the 
fight  with  the  Albemarle,    Doo.  217 

FnoJ),  H.  R. ,  Cb].,  noticed.         Doc 

Fifth  Army  Corps,  acooant  of  the 
operations  of  the,  at  the  battle  of 
Ftye  Forks,  Va.,  and  the  battle 
and  moyemente  preliminary  to 
it,  by  Gen.  G.  K.  Warren,    I)oc 

FtBBB,  HOBAGBN.,at  StOBO  RiyoT, 

Doc 

Fly*  ForkB,  Vk,  Gen.  G.  K.  War- 
ren's aoooont  of  tbe  battle  of. 

Doc  840, 867 
B,  Jooi  CL(_Gol.,  reports  of  ths 
battle  of  Frederickaborg,  Va., 

Doc  144 
XBB,  ——  Oepkf  18th  Ark., 
gaUaatiy  of,  Doc 
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FtrntAvn.  Pber,   Laeot^         Doe.  SIS 
FatBcatjfLW.fCdL,  Doe.  219 

PoKD.  d  S^  lient.,  report  of  the  bet- 
'  tie  of  KelleysTiUe,  7a.,        Doe.  SIT 

pon, ,  QiDl.,  M  ItaD.  oiTmliT, 

killed.  Dec  407 

FoBvir,   Jour  H.,  ItMjot'Qm,^  at 
▼leksbargt  Doe.  6TB 

Ae  PemberUm's  report,         Doo.  671 
of  the  attedk  on  Vkkibwg, 


report 


Doe.  674 


WotBBBKf  N.  IL|  Oen.|  report  of  tbe 
battle  of  Cnlekamaan.       Doc.  40S 


Ae  G  G.  Waahbura,  Do&  lU 

Ibrt  DonelaoD,  Tenn.,  Bovtben  re- 
port of  the  eapture  of ,        Doe.  SM 
Vert  HlndmaiL    Ae  Helena,  Ark., 

Doc  608,  iSS 
fbrt  JackMm,lA.,  oflslal  reportaof 
the  o^ilore  of,  Do»  MS 

troope  In,  matlny  Doc  SVS 

oActal  oorreapondende  relttlve  lo 
operattooaat,  Doc  076 

Tfort  JohneoD,  operatlotti  of  the  baA- 
teriee  at,  dortnf  the  attaefc  on 
Oharleeton,  S.  G,  April,  IMS, 

Doc  684 
Won  Moaltrte,  CharleeUm  Harbor. 
am  OoL  Wimam  BbHv^  nport, 

Doc  696 
Drat  Pmow,  oOelal  me— agenda  In 
referenoe  to  the  meaeenre  at, 

Doc  794,  TM 
Fort  Belter,  Ark.,  aooooata  of  the 

attack  on.    See  Helena,       Doc.  608 
Fort  8U  PhiUp,  official  reporti  of  the 

capture  of,  Doo.  666 

Fort  Somter,  table  of  eObeta  of  pro- 
JectiloB  on  walls  .of,  during  the 
attack  of  April,  IW,  Doc  6tS 

Fort  Wagner,  &  G,  official  reporta 

of  the  attack  on.  Doc  688 

FWm,  AMOS  P. ,  lient.    Am  Nanae- 

mond  River,  Doc  243 

Foem,  PBumr,  Oapk,  noticed.  Doc  140 
Fbuu,  H.  U^pt.,  noticed,       Doc  881 
FowLKR,  H.  W^  Uenl,  notSoed,  Doc  688 
FluinELor  W.  Bl,  Mtt^-Qwu^  reply  to 
the  Obmmiuee  of  Oongreae  on 
the  conduct  of  the  War,      Doc  US 
FttoBHiOK,  A.  D.,  Ool.,  report  of  the 
action  of  AprU  7, 186S,  at  Omr^ 
leaton.8.  G,  Doc  634 

f^edericksburff,  Ya.,  Rebel  reporta 
of  the  battle  ofL  Doc    88 

Ust  of  oasualtiee  m  the  First  Arm  j 

Oorpa,  in  tbe  battle  of,        Doc    00 
oaaoaUles  In  the  fleoond  Armj 

Corps,  Doc    06 

maps  of  the  battle  of,    Doos.  161,  167 
reply  of  Mi^-Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin 
to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  oondQBt  of  tbe  War,  Doo.  160 
FsBBUir,  Pat.,  bravery  of.        Doc  816 
FiuBfCB,  GsABia  A.,  Llent. .  report  of 
the  fight  vith  the  *«  Albemarle," 

Doc  m 
Ftjuanson,  A.,  Iieat.-OoL,  68d  Ten- 
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LAmm,  J.  H.,  Oipt,  noticed,     Doa  688 
Lijmn:  Gnonoa  D.,  reference  to. 

Doc. 848 
LAsrms*  Battery,  at  the  battle  of 

Baker's  Greek,  Miss.,  Doo.  566 

LumBT,  PnovBt,  Ueut,  notice**, 

Doa  141 


1 


VI 


BBBBLUON    BEOOBD: 


Lin  JiMV  H. ,  Brlf.-OMi.  ,rtpori«f 
tlM  iMittto  Of  IVadeHQksbari, 
V&  Doo.  180 

rspon  of  tlM  tetttooT  OaneeUoni* 
Ttlle,  Doo.  sn 

Lin,  J.  ROABW,  Prt¥»l«^        Doo.  STB 
Lum,  OHUSf  Lioat^  Doa  ISl 

Lam,  D.,  Ckpt,  report  of  the  battle 

of  Frederioksbuigi  Va.,       Doe.  141 
LufOORD,  A.  R.,  Ueut.  06L,     Doo.  4tt 
luxHAX,  — ^Sonalor,  aotloM,  Doc     1 
Labmsb,  J.  W^  Cafi^  report  of  tte 
battle  of  Fredoriokabiirg,  Va., 

Doo.  Ifii 
Labi—ww^  Jo—  Am,  Mi^**  Doo.  S81 
LiinMJi,  Jaom  Q.,  firi^-Oen.    Sse 

luka,  Doo.  139 

ZiAV,  E.  M.,  Brig.<Oeft.,  report  of 
tbe  battle  of  Fredorteteborg, 
Ya.|  Doo.  in 

LAwmr,  E.  P. ,  Capt.,  aolliior,  Doc.  119 
lA,  B.  F.,  OM>t.,  Doo.  4» 

Lbl  Fnrn.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  JCelteyovlUa»         Doe.  US 
iSBbb  Brifltoe  Station,  Doc  61S 

ljB,HKnnra,A.D.  CL  Doc  726 

Ln,  J.  PHnxoPB,  Onb.  U.  &  N.    am 

VickBbnrg,  Doo.  709 

I^  Boanr  £.,  Geo.,  report  of  the 
battle  orOhanoeUonvUle,  Va., 

Doc  SM 
repwt  of  operatlona  at  Reppahan- 

nook  Bridge,  Va.,  Doo.  789 

Qpticed,  Doc  69 

L^  &  D.,  Gen.,  at  theotafo  of  Vloka- 
borg,  Doc  674 

amBknektUg.  Doc  V21 

Lb,  &  P.,  Admiral,  report*  of  the 
flght  with  tbe  Albemarle^ 

Doc  an,  S17, 999 

report  of  an  expedltloa  op  the 

Naosemond  and  Jamea  BtTon, 

i  Va.,  Doc  SS9 

•    Lb,  W.  H.  F.,  Brig.-Gen.,  report  of 

,  the  battle  of  GhanoeiknBTlUe, 

Doc  179 
report  of  the  batlto  of  KaBejt- 
▼We,  Va.,  Doc  916 

iMMMOBf  Roam,  <*a  braTO  bof,'' 

Doc  989 
Ijnns.  Qbasub  D.,  Surgeon,  report 
af  oaaualUee  at  Fort  St.  PhiUp, 
La.,  Doc  884 

noticed.  Doc  974 

Lnra,  J.  H.,  OoL,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  ChtckamaMga,  Doc  479 
Lawn,  J.  R.  C,  Major,  noticed,  Doc.  139 
LiWB,  J.  W.,  Ckpt.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fjrederickabvg,  Va., 

Doc  149 
Llbby  Prteon,  scenes  In  the.      Doc  197 
lieatenaot-QeQerai  in  ttus  army  of 
tbe  United  States,  biU  reviving 
the  grade  of,  Doc    M 

Uddbx,  John  R.,Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Chickamaoga,       Doc  999 
looour,  Abbahix,  Exoontlve  Order. 
eatabllBhmg  a  Pruvlsioaal  Ooort 
In  Louisiana,  Doc  849 

LonmocM,  A.,  Dr.,  noticed.      Doc  989 
<*UUle  Ada,'>  reports  of  the  attack 

on  the.  Doc  897 

Utbm  Cbow.  Indian  Chief,  hia  letter 

to  Gea.  Stblmr,  Doc  947 

LoiLB,  Gbabixb,  Snrgeon,  Doc  837 

Llotd,  Johm  W.,  bravery  ot     Doc  829 
liOOKRT,  — ^  MiOor,  See  mage  of 
Vlcksboig,  Doc  981 

noticed,  Doc  671 

Ldoah,  J.  L^,  Ool.,  at  Port  Hudson, 

Doc  60S 
LooroBmsr,  Jims,  Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  oC  Itedarlokabarg, 
Va.,  Doc    99 

report  of  the  battle  of  Ghicka- 
manga.  Doc  979 

lAWfiswAW.  WxLUAM,  Jc,  Sugoon, 
See  Nansemond  River,   Vk^ 

Doc  9tt 
w.  W.,  Gen.    See  Blege  of 
Vkdcsborg,  Doc  682 


., ,  SargOHit  Slat  Ala> 

bama,  wounded  at  Baton  Rouge, 

Doc  T06 
LMlslBM,  HIslery  of  the  ProvtsioBal 
Ooort  of,  bv  Jadge  C  A.  Fea^ 
body,  Doc  911 

op^tlona  in,  Gea.  K.  K.  Smith's 
report.  Doe.  749 

Love,  ba  Winchester,  Va.  Doc  106 

LovBi.,  Mamrba,  Geo.    Order  for 
the  deatructlon  of  OottoD,    Doc  946 
AsGtartath,  Doc  886 

report  of  the  baHlet  of  Corinth 

and  Hatoble,  Doc.  640 

at  the  battle  of  OoObovlttBjMlso., 

Doc860 
reporta  or  the  ftU  of  Maw  Orleans, 

Doc  861 

nfttimd.  Doe.  808 

Lovinr,  iL  P., OoL,  noticed,       Doc.  490 

Loans,  jAiBi  B.,mrmmm,        Doc  449 

Lob,  W.  H.,  Lleat.-Coi.,  report  of 

the  bsMis  of  Frederioksborg, 


Va., 


Due.  147 


Lto*.  KA1HA1I.AB.,  Brig-Gen.,  resoln* 
tion  of  Oei^sss  aspressive  of 
reoognltlaa  of  the  patrtoMe  Ber> 
vfcee  of,  Doc  20 

Lnoa,  W.  F.,  Flag  Oflloer.  See 
Charlestoo,  8.  CL,  Doc.  621 

noticed,  D0C8M 


Macbbav,  L.  a.,  Mi^,  BOtlood,  Doc  909 

ILmxh,  J.  M.,  Capt.,  at  Chickamaiiga, 

Doc.  444 

ILunwB,  WiuuB,  Brig.-G«n.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  ftederlekabarg, 
Va.,  Doc  U9 

laport  of  the  battto  of  Oianoel- 
lorsvUle,  Doc  299 

HuoB,  Jamb  P.  Gbl,  report  of 
oparatlooa  In  Lower  Looisiana, 

Doc  769 

Manassas,  Vc,  Beonrsgard's  order 
before  the  battle  of.  Doc  880 

oorrectlon  of  reports  of  the  bat- 
tle of.  Doc  994, 886 

**  Manafisas,"  gnnboat,  at  New  Or- 
leans,  Doc  670,  071 

Mjurt,  F^XK,  MiOor,  noticed.  Doc  489 

lUnr,  Gbobob,  Brig^-Oen.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Ghiokamauga, 

Doc  489 

Mahmauu,  a.  M.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Ohlokamanga.  Doc  422 

Mamudckb,  J.,  Gen.,  r^x>rt  or  the 
battle  of  Helena,  Doe,  909 

See  Heleoa,  Ark.,  Doc  6i)6 

KAacBUMB,  GaoaoB,  lient.,  noticed. 

Doc  416 

Maqmaij^  HuMFHKaf,  Gen.,  report 
of  the  light  at  Frinoetoo,  Vc, 

Doc.  801 

ILttinf,  J4B.  G.,  Brtg.'GeiL,       Doc.  680 

Mabtb,  L.,Capt.,  Doc.  HI 

Marj e'a  Battery,  at  the  battle  of 
Kemaiown,  Doc  667 

Mimiawa,  Jamb  M.,  Iaw  Qerk  to 
the  Confederate  DoogreB,  Doc.  227 

MAuaor,  V^  Oapt.,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  nederickaborg,  Va.,  Doc  141 

Mavbt,  DABinir  H.,  Gen.  report  of 
the  battle  of  Oorinth,  Doc  846 

Mazost,  Brig. -Gen.  See  Pemberton'a 
report,  Doc 

Maibl  J.  P.,  Lieat.-GoL,  noticed, 

Doc 

MgAmbjlt,  Lumdbl  6ee  Dcoaldaoii- 
Tille,  Doc  761 

MoGAi«nc,H.B.,  Rev.,  noticed,  Doc  140 

ModMLLAii,  OaoBOB  B.,  GciL,  letter 
to  OoL  B.  L.  Soott,  concerning 
the  battle  at  Monson's  HIU,  Va,, 

Doc  617 

MoOwWAiP,  Jomi  A.,  Gen.  See 
Pemberton's  rsport  of  Vioks- 
taarg.  Doc  670 

MoOooK,  A.  MbD.,  Oan.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Biune  River,  Doc  4TB 


MoCdums,  ,  OoL     Met 

Flag, 

MoDoMAiA,  Jamb,  Chpt., 
MoDaKALO,  Lieut.,  aotio(Ml,        Doc. 
MoOowKLL,  iBvix,  Gen..  aiippieaMMital 

reporter  the  battto  oT  Ma iiaasaa. 

Doc 
MoDowaix,J.  a,  OoL,Motieed,  Doc. 
MoGuws,  WiuiAM,  Acting  Msatar. 

S»  *"  Cheaapoakc"  Doc 

■oOcBs,   HmRBS,  Med.   Diracior, 

notiood.  Doc 

MobnoBB,  CL  F.,  Cbpt^  Doc. 

noticed,  Doc 

MobrroB,  D.  a,  MiSlor,  report  or  tte 

battle  of  Briatoe  Stailan,    Doc 
McXBAa,  T.  J.,  BTig.-Oen.    See  Inka, 


SM 
101 


670 
OB 


Gbmb,  Uent.,  report 
of  the  battle  «r  mdertdbsborg, 
Vc,  Doc  1S7 

MoKsBDST,  WfxxiAM,  Ensign,      Doc  288 

MoKmbb,  .    Oen.     As    Five 

Forks,  Doe.  961 

McKxM, ,lli4or,kiUed,         Doc  271 

MoLAOiULa,  William,  CkpL,      Uaa  938 
MoLaws,  L,  M^).-Gen.,  report  of  the 
battto  of  Iftederickabarg,  Va., 

Doc    97 

report  of  the  battto  of  Chancel. 

fatrsville.  De&  264 

McMnanAT,  Jamb  A.,  OoL ,        Doc  433 

MoNab,  S.,  firig.-Geo.,  DSc.  411 

nottoed.  Doc  600 

HoPBiU,  ,  OdL     Bee  Indians. 

Doc  931 


noticed, 
MoPBBBQM,  JAMBB.,Geii.,at  Vtaks* 

bnrg.  Doc.  619 

MoBak,  DAWMunai,  Brig.<tisM.,  re- 
port of  battto  of  Helena,      Doc  607 

MoRas,  D..  GoL,  report  of  the  batue 
of  Hefena,  Doc  808 

JteHel«NDa,Ark.,  Doc.  fi04 

MBam,  Gmobo*  O.,  lit|.-GeB. ,  thank- 
ed bv  CbugrsM,  Doc    93 

Medals  of  Honor,  bill  providing  fi>r 
the  preeeDtatku  oL  l)oc    S 

Medical  Department  of  tbe  Army, 
bill  to  iocreaae  the.  Doc  27, 80,    90 

Medical  Slorekeepen,  bill  to  auihor- 
iB  the  appointm^mt  of,       Jhc.    29 

Maamnuu.,  Jesx,  Ohpi.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Stone  River,    Doc  614 


MBnrr,  Wbhmt,  Gen.  Ac  Battto  cf 

Five  Forks,  Va.,  Doc.  846 

Mmbhok,  VAimuc  &,GhpL»        Doc  in 
Mboom,  Jcbc,  Kngineor,  Djc  id» 

Michigan   Volonteerc      At  Btona 

River. 
*(  Milan,"  French  man-of-war,  at 

the  attack  on  New  U<-leana,  Djc  Ci 
Military  MoMorea   of   Coogr«#i,  a 
record  of,  daring  1881.  1946, 

Dec  1 
debate  on  the  bil'.  to  autboriae  tb« 
employment  o.  voluutoera  to 
aid  In  Mrforciag  tbe  tows  a:hl 
protecting  public  pruporty.  Due.  1 
htotory of  the  biU t)  lnereaf>e  the 
military  eslablisUment  oi  the 
United  StatM,  Djc     4 

blU  providing  for  the  belter  or- 

K'nlBtlon  or  Uh  military  est^b 
bment.  Doc.      8 

act  in  addition  to  the  act  in 
aathorize  the  emptoymeot  uf 
volonteers  to  aid  in  Bforcug 
the  towa  and  proleoting  pablic 
property.  Doc    U 

Joint  reaolutlon  to  approre  and 
oonflrm  certain  acta  of  tlM 
President  of  the  UnjtMi  Statc«i, 
fir  snppreoslng  inaorreotioB  an4 
MbeUton,  D  c    U 

bUl  to  anthoriae  the  Becrelary  oT 
War  to  reimbone  volnnteera 
fbr  iiniiiUBii  taenrred  m  em* 
ptoytog  regimental  banda,  and 
fbr  other  parpotes,      .^     Due    li 


mDEX    TO    THE    TENTH    VOLUBIE. 


Vll 


FAOB 

btO  aatlfeortetaig  the  Itestdent  to 
^ypoint  AddlUonal  Aides-do- 
onnp,  Doc.    16 

ad  to  promote  the  eflldeiicT  of 
the  EngtTMer  and  Top<Mnraphioal 
Engineer  corpe,  and  for  other 
porpoeea,  '  Doo.    16 

bill  to  autTOriie  en  Ucreaee  In  the 
oorpB  of  Engineers  and  Topo- 
graphical Engineers,  Doo.    17 

bill  making  an  appropriation  to 
deliver  arms  to  loyal  citizens  of 
rebel  States,  Doo.    17 

act  making  appropriations,  and 
(br  other  purposes,  Doo.    17 

bill  to  provide  for  the  porchase  of 
arms,  ordnance,  and  ordnance 
stores,  Doo.    18 

act  to  increase  the  pay  of  tho 
prirates  of  the  army,  Doc    18 

resolution  expressing  the  sympa- 
thy of  Oongrosfi  (or  the  bereaved 
families  and  friends  of  our  sol- 
diers who  have  fallen  ii;i  defence 
of  the  Sepablic,  Doo.    19 

bill  to  provide  for  allotment  certi- 
ficates among  the  volunteer 
forces,  Doc.    10 

bill  relating  to  courts -martial  in 
the  army,  Doc    19 

Joint  resolution  expressive  of  the 
recognition  by  Congress  of  the 

Btriotic  and  gallant  services  (^ 
ig.-<Sen.  NaUianael  Lyon,  and 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  un- 
der his  command,  Doo.    SO 

biU  antborizing  the  appointment 
of  one  or  more  IsatataBt  Secre* 
taries  of  War,  Doc.    20 

reeolation  in  relation  to  the  allot* 
ment  certlflcates  of  pay  to  per- 
sons held  as  prisoners  of  war  hi 
the  Bo-caUed  Oonfederate  States, 

Doa  20 

bill  to  provide  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of  the  Signal  Depart- 
ment of  the  army,  uoo.    SI 

bill  making  appropriations  for 
completing  the  dances  cxf  the 
City  of  Washington,  and  for 
other  purposes,  Doo.    21 

bill  providing  for  the  promulga- 
tion of  an  additional  article  of 
war,  prohlbiUng  officers  of  the 
army  from  returning  fogitives 
flrom  service  or  labor.         Doe.    22 

bill  for  the  appointment  of  But* 
lers  in  the  volunteer  service, 
and  to  define  their  duties,  Doo.    24 

joint  resolution  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  accept 
moneys  appropriated  by  any 
State  for  the  payment  of  its 
volunteers,  Doc    27 

resolution  autheriiing  the  Presi- 
dent to  assign  the  command  of 
troo|Ni  in  the  same  field  or  de> 
partment  to  oflloers  of  the  same 
grade,  without  regard  to  senior- 
ity, Doc    87 

bill  to  increase  the  efflclency  of 
the  Medical  Department  of  the 
army.  Doc    27 

biU  to  facilitate  the  discharge  of 
enlisted  men  for  physical  diM- 
bUlty,  Doc    20 

bill  to  aothoriis  the  appointment 
of  If edical  Storekeepers,     Doc    29 

bill  providing  that  oompany  offl< 
eers  of  volunteers  should  be 
paid  on  the  pay-roll  of  their  . 
regiment  or  company,  exoepi 
when  on  detached  ■errice.     Doc.  29 

bill  to  limit  the  number  of  M^or- 
Generals  and  Brigadiers  to  be 
appointed,  Doc  80 

•»\]1  to  provide  additional  medioal 
officers  of  the  volunteer  service, 

Doc  80 


PICDI 

Joint  resolution  to  encourage  en- 
listment in  the  regular  and  vol- 
nnteer  forees,  Doc  80 

bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  army.  Doc  81 

Joint  resolution  providing  for  the 

Kesentation  of  "medals  of 
nor"  to  the  enlisted  men  of 
the  army  sad  volunteer  forces, 
who  have  or  who  may  distin- 
guish themselves  In  battle  dur- 
ing the  present  rebellion.     Doc  81 

bill  prohlbitinff  the  conflnemont 
of  persons  in  me  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  peni- 
tentiary of  tbe  District  of  Oo- 
lumbia.  Doc  82 

Joint  resolution  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  ftimish  ex- 
tra clothing  to  sick  and  wound- 
ed  soldiers.  Doc  82 

bill  to  amend  the  aot  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws,  suppress  insurrectioo,  and 
repel  invasions,  Doc  82 

bill  to  define  the  pny  and  emolu- 
mente  of  certain  officers  of  the  • 
army,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Doc  86 

bill  to  foolUtate  the  discharge  of 
disabled  soldiers  flrom  the  army, 
and  the  inspection  of  convales- 
cent hospitals  and  camps,  ^  Doc.  do 

biU  to  improve  the  organization 
of  the  cavatay  forces.  Doc.  40 

bill  to  increase  the  cleHcal  sad 
other  force  of  the  Quartermas- 
ter-General's office.  Doe.  40 

bill  to  authorise  the  raising  of  a 
volunteer  force  for  the  defence 
of  Kentucky,  Doc  41 

bill  to  promote  the  efflcioQcy  of 
the  Commissary  Department, 

Doc  42 

Joint  resohitloa  to  fhcilitete  the 
payment  of  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  in  the  hospitals  and  con- 
valescent camps.  Doc  42 

bill  for  enrolling  and  callins  out 
the  national  forces,  ana  for 
other  purposes,  Doc  48 

act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to.  authorize  the  employ- 
ment of  volunteers  to  aid  in  en- 
forcing the  laws,  and  protect- 
taig  public  property."  Approved, 
July  22,  1861,  Doc  47 

Joint  rMolution  giving  thanks  of 
Congress  to  M^r-Oen.  W.  8. 
Boseerans,  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command,  for 
their  gallantry  and  good  conduct 
in  the  battle  of  Murireesboro, 
Tsnn.,   '  Doc  48 

bill  providing  for  the  organbsitlon 
of  the  Signal  Corps,  Doc  48 

bill  authorizing  the  orovettng  of 
voluntew  officers,  Doc  49 

bill  to  promote  the  dficlency  of 
Iho  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  of 
theOrdnanoe  Department,  and 
for  other  purposes ,  Doe.  40 

bill  to  increase  the  number  of 
MiOor-Qenerals  and  Brigadier- 
Generals,  Doc    61 

Joint  resohitioa  of  thanks  to  Mat- 
Gen.  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  and  we 
officers  and  soldiers  who  have 
fought  under  his  command  dur- 
ing the  rebellion ;  and  providing 
that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  should  cause  a  medal  to 
be  struck,  to  be  presented  to 
Il^-Gen.  Grant  In  the  name  of 
the  people  of  the  United  Btetes, 

Doc    fl 

Joint  resolution  to  supply  In  part 
defloiencieo  In  apjffoi^iatlons  for 
the  publlo  printing,  and  to  sup- 


PAOS 

ply  defloi^cies   in  approprla- 
tlooB  for  bountiss  to  volunteers, 

Doo.    62 

Joint  resolution  to  drop  firom  the 
rolls  of  the  army  unemployed 
general  officers.  Doc    62 

Joint  resolution  expressive  of  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  MoJ.-Gen. 
Joseph  Hooker,  and  Ib^.-Gen. 
George  G.  Meade,  and  BIi^.-Gen. 
Oliver  0.  Howarc  and  the  offi- 
cers and  max  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  Doc    68 

Joint  resolution  es^renive  of  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  Mi^.-Gen. 
N.  P.  Banks  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command,    Doc    64 

Joint  resolution  expressive  of  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  Mai'-Gen. 
Ambrose  E.  Bumside  and  the 
officers  and  men  who  had  fought 
under  him,  Doc    64 

Joint  resolution  tendering  tho 
thanks  of  Congress  to  HaJ.-Gen. 
W.  T.  Sherman,  Doc    64 

the  bill  reviving  the    grade  of 
lieutenant-General  in  the  United  . 
States  army,  •  Doc    64 

bill  to  amend  the  act  for  enrolling 
and  calling  out  the  national 
forces.  Doc    66 

Joint  resolution   relative  to  the 
transfer  of  persons  in  tho  mill-  * 
tary  to  the  naval  service.    Doc    80 

bUl  to  establish  a  uniform  system 
of  ambulances  in  the  United 
Stetes,  Doc    60 

bill  to  amend  section  nine  of  the 
act  approved  July  17, 1862,  "  to 
define  tho  pay  and  emolumente 
of  certain  officers  of  the  army," 

Doc    61 

bUl  to  ineresse  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  the  Provost 
Marshal  General,  Doc    02 

Joint  resolution  to  print  the  offi- 
cial reports  of  tne  armies  of 
the  United  SUtes,  Doc    68 

army  appropriation  bill  for  1864, 

Doc    68 

bill  to  ineresse  the  pay  of  soldiers 
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